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The School Question,

R. HAULTAIN
Northwest Territories, has given out
for publication an argument based on what
he conceives to be constitutional

Law at the Union or is thereafter es
tablished by the Legislatare of the
Province an appeal shall lie to the
Guvernor-General-in Council from any
Act or Decision of any Provineial An

the Premier of the

grounds

fo prove that the Dominion Parlinment
has no right to impose any

with respect to eduecation

terms ut all
He admits, how
ever, that section 93 of the B. N. A Act
Applies to the new Provinces i imediat
upon their
tion

¥
admission to the confeds ra
this means

full as tol

In order to understand wha
the gection is
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reproduced iy

Education

3. In and for each Province the
lature may exclusively make Laws i
tion to Education, subject and acc
to the following provisions

1. Nothing in any such Law shall preju

dicially affect any Right or Privilege

with respect to  Denominational
Schools whic. any Cinss of Person
have by Law in the Province at the
Union.

©

. All the Powers, Privileges, and Dn
ties at the Union by Law conferred
and imposed in Upper Cavada on the
Separate Schools and Scho )| Trustees of
the Queen s Roman Catholic Subjects,
shall be and the same are hereby ex
tended to the Dissentient Schools of the
Queen’s Protestant aud RomanCathotic
Subjects in Qnebec

3. Where in any Province a system of Se
parate er Dissentient Schools exists by

thority affecting any Right  or Privi
lege of the Protestant or Roman Catho
lic Minority of the Queen’s Subjects
in relation to Education

In case any snch Provineial Law as
from Time to Time seems to the Gov
ernor-General in-Council requisite for
the d Execation of the Provistons
Ol this Section is not made, or in case
any Decision of the (iovernor weneral
in-Conncil or any Appeal under this
section is not -duly executed by the

proper Proviveial  Authe rity in that
behalf, then and in every such case,
and as far only as the circnmstances
of cach case require, the P, rliament
't Canada may make remedial Laws
for the due Execution of the Provis

lons of this Section,
ion of the Govery
under this Secti n

and of any Deeis
r General-in Congeil

It will be seen that Premie
who has the authority to speak for
people of the Northwest Lerritories,
not hesitate for a moment to
knowledge that the
couutry requires the

Hanltain,
the
does
frankly ac
constitution of this
continuance of sepa
rate schools in the two new provinees of
Alberta and Saskatchewan. These separate
schools are there and have been in opera
tion since 1888, nnder the power conferrad
by Mr. Mackenzie's Act of 1875,
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The issue, therefore, is plainly not that Mesers. Haultain 4.d Bulyea representing
of separate schools versus public echools, the government of the Territories, on Fri
bat as to the terms under which both se- day, February 17. My, Hlultninltoolr the
parate and pablic schools are to be con- ground thag section 93 of the B, N, A. Act,
tinued. The Ontario oppesition press are quoted above, appiled automatically to the
putting pavic headlines on the front page uew Provinces. This confirms__what s
in a determined effort to arouse popular stated above, that 8o far as education is
feeling over what they say is the attempt  concerned the cry of complete autonomy in
of the Dominion (Government to shackle  education raised in Ountario doos not re-
the new Provinces by imposing separate  flect the view out forward by the Premier
schools. It is clear that the attitade which of the Northwest Territories, By looking
Mr. Haultain takes is not artagonistic to back at section 93 it will be seen that the
the separata schools as they are now estab- authority conferred with respect to educa-
lished in the Territories, but he claims  tion js limited Holding the view that is

Wi
perfect liberty of action on the part of the expressed Mr. Haultain centended that it th
new Provinces with respect to the whole Was not_necessary to bave any education Al
question of education subject only to gec- clause in the Bi]l, The Government, be- sel
tion 98 of the Constitutional Act of 1867 to lieving that the existing conditions should te
which he alludes as the Canadian charter. pa cuntinued, held that it was mecessary Hi
He also claims that the expression *‘at the o put in the bill a clause “saying that tel
union™ as applied to the new Jrovinees  geetion 98 of the B. N.A. Act did apply be
would mean the year 1870, the period in And sub sections designed to make it clear of
which the Northwest Territories were 8¢ that existing conditions would be conting- ag«
quired by Canada. That is, Mr. Haultain ed. In dn!ting the sub-section it is pos- tios
contends that the territory of he new Pro-  gsible that they went funth sr than the kOV' wil
vinces shonld be treated the same ag if the ernment intended them to go, and Sir whi
provinces were created 35 years before they Wilfrid Laurier stated to he House on Bri
actually had been created, Wednesday that if jt is possible to amend a8 §
As stated before in these colamns there the claase the government would considar he 1
were established batween 1888 and 1905, a it. Kin
period of 17 years,about 16 separate schools He pointed ont that Mr, Haultain differ- Hes
in the Northwest Territories, For lack «f ed from the government with regard to the elde
vitality five of (hese went out of business, ownership of the public lands, gy to whe- mon
and there are now only nine separate ther they should be one OF tWo provinces, Or ¢
schools in hnlrhraed:divtricts and two Pro and on the question of irrigation, jarisdice of H
testant separate schools, tion over which ig retained by tue Domin Prin
The leader of the Opposition strongly at-  ion because the land e being retained by Que
tacked the Government in the House of the Dominion, Sir Wilfrid Laurier point- Alex
Commons on Wenlnumay and Sir Wilfrid ed out that of all the petitions “eceived of B
Laurier replied in a short speech in snch a by the House concerning the hi|) only died
mavner as to elicit a storm of cheering one objection was taken to it, gng that Henr
from his supporters when he sat down. Was to the education clanse, He thought Gold
The whole row turns , lof course, on the  this good proof that the bin had been natio
One ques‘ion of education. My, Haultain  carefully considereq and  wellldigesteq, Thy
claims  that due consideration wag pot I:i W"’n“"x'l"ﬂ“;“'a“m there was no broke
0 ; on entec .
ii.ve‘l; to the rchool clause, section 16. It moitlou.p“lsnd U t‘;c l:'::&}‘;];g’ b?:n ed er
s brought up for discussion between the iscussed for some hours the motion to go Her g
sub-committee of the Privy council and into supply was carried withoat adivision, in ba
teen

small



King Edward's Visit to the
“Drake.”

THE cruiser Drake, which is the flagship
of H.8.H. Prince Louis of Battenberg,

will be visited by His Majesty King Ed-
ward within the next few days, prior to
the flying visit of the craiser squadron to
America. There is no keener sailor in the
service than Prince Louis, who was, up
to the recent redistribution of Great Brit-
#in's naval torces, Director of Naval In-
telligence at the Admiralty. Nor hag it
been forgotten how,during the maneuavres
of the Mediterranean Fleet some years
#go, he was the hero of a brilliant opera
tion at Suda Bay, wher he completely out-
witted the attacking force, The Prince,
who is in his fifty-sec: nd year, has been a
British subject since he entered the Navy
as a cadet in 186x; twenty-one years ago
he married at Darmstadt his cousin and
King Edward’s niece, Princess Victoria of
Hesse, and at the_same place he saw his
eldest daughter married some eighteen
months ago, to Prince Andrew of Greece,
Of the four sons vorn to Prince Alexander
of Hesse, Prince Louis, the eldest, and
Prince Fratcis (whose wife is a sister of
Queen Elena of Italy) alone survive:Prince
Alexander after a stormy career as Prince
of Bulgaria, was kidnapped in 1856 and
died twelve years 8g0; whilst Prince
Henry's death after his caapaign on the
Gold Coast was deeply regretted by the
nation that had come to know his worth,
The Drake, which was built at Pem-
broke, belongs to the first class of armounr-
ed eruisers, and nas a complement of 900,
Her armament comprises two 9-inch guns
in barbettes, sixteen 6-in, guns, and four-
teen  12-pr, quick-firing guns, besides
smaller arms and two torpedo tubes. Her

length is 500 feet, and she measuares 71 feet
beam. She can attain a speed of 23 knots,
ber coal capacity is 2,500 tons, and her
displacement is 14,100 tons,

The Journey of the croiser squadron to
America is the first evidence of Sir John
Fisher's plan for the better organization of
the Navy. Not only are the vessels of the
fleet on active service to be properly ready
for any emergency, but also the ships
composing the reserve squadrons, ana the
regular seagoing cruisers of the reserve
fleets will do much to secure the proper
equipment of our defences, Following
upon the removal from the active list of
a large nnmber of old vescels, ‘many offi-
cers and men have been relessed for the
staffing of the seaguing fleets, which will
thus he able to carry out operations with
their own crews, and not with specially
detailed men as before.

The King, during his visit to Ports-
mouth, will stay the night at Admiralty
House. Many Royai visitors have been
entertuined at Admiralty House, nutably
during Sir John Fisher s tenure of the
Portsmouth command, King Edward will
dine with Prince Louis of Bat enberg, and
Hix Majesty's visit 1s a fignal example of
the keen interest he takes in all that per-
tains to the senior service, and to the effi-
ciency of the Navy. The King has all
alorg believed in some such steps as those
made clear in Lord Selborne's Memoran-
dum as to the distribution of the Fleet,und
the Royal visit of inspection to the Drake
sets the seal of general approval upon a
well thought-out scheme of national de-
fence. —Black and White,
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THE King Edward vI1 now heing com-
missioned at Devonport, is ot only
the biggest, but also the most powerfol
battleship in the world being tie only
vessel afloat which carries both 92 una 12
In. guns. Control stations have taken the
place of the usnal tighting tops
these control stations can be
ships heavy ordnance, which lucludes four
2-iu., four 9°2 ana ten 4 in. gnps, The
range of these guns is such that the King
Edward VII should be able to sink auny
other ship afloat before coming within the
enemy’s range. Docking accommodation
for \his huge ship of 16,550 tons ix only to
be had at Portsmouth : she is 425 feet long,
and can attain a speed of
balf knots an hour, Seven ships
are in course of constraction, and the
eight battleships of the King Eawurd vi1
class will cost the nation $60, 000, 000, The
Admirsl's bridge is one of
featares peculiar to this class  The Ad
miral has an nuinterrupted prowensde
from port to starboaird, and thes gralling
bridge is u few feot below; so that he can
control the movements of the Heet

From
fired all the

eighteen and a

siste;

the many new

nuder
his command whilss the Hag captain ig
fighting his hip from the control station

above,

THE Lord Wardenship of the Cingune

Ports, which has been added to the du-
ties and dignities of the Prince of Wales,
is an ancient office which has not of late
years been such a gilded glory as once it
was. In the “‘good old days’” it curried
with it immense power and responsibility,
bat doring Lord Cuarzon’s oecupation its
wost material blessing was considered the
privilege of baving Walmer Castle as a
sammer home. The Viceroy of India fornd
to his cost, that even that was a dovbtfual
privileso. In fact the sunitary eondition

of the Castle bas fallen ur Jer suspicion so
that the acceptance of the Wardenship by
the Prince of Wales is very properly ac-
compauied by the relinquishment of the
Castle as a residonce. On May Day Wal
mer will be thrown open to the public as
a place wade worthy of a visit by its
hixtoric associations,

WO brave men have stood before the
King at Buckingbam Palace to re
ceive from bis hands the Royal Albert
Medal. Both had earued it by adding in-
telligence and promptitude to pluck and
daring. The sphere of Chief € ioker Alfred
Stickley’s valour was a torped) boat des-
troyer; of Mr. Alhert V. Pardwick's, a
railway station. Stickley fough: an eseP i
of steam, risking his life to save his craft
aud his comrades. Harawick, whilst wait
ing for a train at Finsbury Park during
the dense fog of last December, saw a lady
fall from the platform before ‘an ineoming
train.  Instantly he jumped after her, and,
quick as lightning, placed her and nimself
at full length alongside the rails, The
train passed Jtnem both without injuring
either. One scarcely knows which to ad
wire most -the rapidly working intelli
aence or the bravery. It is such combina
tion of high qualities which has wmade the
Empire

HFE | egislature of New Bronswickwas
opened Thursday, March &, by his
Honor Lieutenant Govarnor Snowball. The
Speech from the throne was a long one,
and dealt with the development of the
water power at Grand Falls, and of coal
and other mining areas.

REMIER MURRAY, <the bead of the
Liberal Government of Nova Scotia,
presented the budget to the Legislature
on the 9th inst. The totai revenae of the
Province for the year was $1,104,000, and
the expenditare was kept down so that at
the end of the year there was a sarplus of
$33,000. The friends of the government
are claiming credit for economical admin-
istration and believe that the finances are
in splendid condition,
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THE revelations—the coan/er-revelations

—concerning the MacDonrell Wyndbam
policy have surprised no coe faunliar with
the recens course of Irish uffairs, The
general lines f that curious development
have loig bLeen an open secret. There
ware to be thvee 1ain ways of advance—
first to land, secondly ou education, third-
ly on devolution. The “first was success-
fal, the recond failed, at the thitd Mr
Wyndham lost] heart “and energy, and in
plin Innguage ran away from his assist-
an. It is possible to maintain that the
Chief Secretary did uot gravely commit
himself. The correspondence was not ull
kept, for it was of so intimate a character
that neither party sittiog in  different
rooms in Dublin Castle thonght it neces-
sary always to keep copies. But enongh
exists to show how close and continuons
was the relationship. These matiers cannot
be probed till all the ecrrespondence—not
merely the appointing letters, which the
country now has before it—is published,
and that again can orly see the light ifjSir
Antony is [dismissea. But Lord Lans-
downe will certainly not consent to rough
treatmient of the mna who for years be re-
commended for tis solution ef tie Irish
Land question. And if he is retained the
anti-Government  warfare among the
Orangemen may reach a point endangering
the Unon itself. The situation for them,
therefore, ‘s one of great peril, and it i
not over. ' ‘There are high reasons why Sir
Antony should® not he dismissed. Lord
Lansdowne would not stand it, and theie
are still higher influences which were at
work when Sir Antony sarrendered the
Governcrship of Bombay in favour of sthe
UnderSecretnrv-Mp of Ireland. So a way
is found of reducing him to the level of
what Mr. Wyndham called a clerk on a
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is jintolerable to
A wan with so distingnisved past as, Sir
Antony,

RINCIPAL McDOUGAL when seen by
the Jounal with “espect to the para.

graph in these columns last week on ths
Ottawa Collegiate Institute, said that the
Accusations were too vagne to be definitely
answered. Such terms as “‘vindictiveness,
“'brow-beat,"’ ‘“*and insult’’ were altoge-
ther too strong  to have Jany refer-
ence to "any member of the Collegiate
staff. Of  course complaints, re-
agonavle or unreasonable, would always be
made, bat he did not think that present
conditions justified the langnage of th
article. In regurd to the calling of the
teachers together und iutimating to them
the manver in which they should treat
the pupils he had done that last fall, lay-
ing particalar emphasis on the iwport-
ance of the manner in which pupils
chould be treated. The regulations of the
department of education contained a sec-
tion on this topic for the guidance of
teachers and by treating this he had
taken up the Tquestion suggested particu-
larly.
= Mr McDougal deprecated the spirit of
the article and its strong language bnt
could not 'give a very cle.r answer to such
indefinite accusations,

A complete answer to the statement that
the reference to at least two of the teachers
were vague, is furnished by the fact that
the morning afier the republication of the
paragraph a whole class in the Institute
said that if the Principal came into the
roum and asked if the article published
Was correct they would all stand up and
Anwser yes,




The Confessions of Oscar Wilde.

AN extruordinary book has just been is
sued from the press. Its tit'e is *‘De
Profunais,”’ and it was written by Oscar
Wilde. It was composed, says Robert Ross
the author of the preface, during the last
—

months of the writer’s imprisonment, and
was the only work he wrote while Jin pri-

is contained, in brief, in the following
puaragraphs:

‘I was a man who stood in syrbolic re-
lations to the art and culture of my age.
J had realized this for myself at the very
dawn of my manhood, and had forced my
age to realize it afterward. Few men hold

Oscar Wilde

son and the last pro- - work ha ever wrote

The famous **Ballad of Reading] Gaol,’
sAys Mr. Ross, was not cumposed or even
planned nntil Oscar Wilde tad regained his
liberty. With regard to the .

the author wrote: *‘I do not defend my
The explanation

conduct, I explain it.’

such a position in their own lifetime, an®
have it so acknowledged. It is usually dis-
cerned, if discerned at all, by the histor-
ian, or the critic,long after poth the man
and his age have passed away, With me it
was different. I felt it myself and made
others feel 1t. Byron was a symbelic fig-
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are, hat his_relations were to the passions
of his ageland lits weariness of . Pussion,
ine were to something m re noble, more
p‘ermlnent. of more vital issi e, of largpr
scope.
. ''The gods had given me almost every -
thing. But I let myselz be lured into long
spells of ‘senseless and sensual ease. 1 am.
used myself with being a flanenr, a dandy,
a man of fashion. I surrounded myself
with the smaller natures and the meaner
minds. I became the spendthrift of my
own genins, aud to swaste an eternal
youth ,ave me a curions joy. Tired of
being on the heights, I deliberately went
to the depths in the search for new sensa-
tion. What the paradox was to me in the
sphere of thought, perversity became to me
in the sphere of passion, L ssire, at the
end, was a malady, or a madness,or botl,
I grew careless of the lives of others, [
took pleasurewhere it pleased me and pass
ed on. I forgot that every little action of
the common duy makes or unmakes charac-
ter, and that therefore what one has done
in the secret chamber one has some day to
ery aloud on the housetop. I ceased to be
lord over myself. I was no longer the cap
tain of my soul and I did not know it, I
allowed vleasare to dominate me | ended
in horrible disgrace. There is only one
thing for me now, absolute hamility.

In tue evolution of his nature during the
two years' imprisonment he marks such
stages as ‘‘wild despair; an abandonment
to grief that was piteous even to look at;
terrible and impoteni rage; bitterness and
scorn; anguoish that wept alond; misery
that counld find no voice; sorrow that was
dumb.”

He asserts that he passed througa every
possible mood of suffering. and finally re-
ached *‘an ultimate discovery’’ which he
accepts as ‘‘theJstarting point for a fresh
development.’” He says:

‘I see quite clearly what I ought to do;
in fact must do. And when I use such a
phrase as that, I need not say that I am
alluding to any external sanction or com-
mand. T admit none. T am far more of an
individualist than I ever was, Nothing
seems to me of the smallest value except
what one gets out of oneself, My npature
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is seeking a fresh mode of self-realization.
That is all T am connerned with. And the
first thing I have got to do is to free my-
self from amy possible bitterness of feeling
sgainst the world.

““sMorality does not help me. Iam a
born antinomian. I am one of these who
are made for exceptions, not for laws. Bat
while I see there is nothing wrong in what
one dces, T see there is someting wrong in
what one becomes. It is well to have le-
arved that. .

‘I want to get to the point when [ shall
be able to say quite simply, and without
aftectation, that the two great turning-
points in my life were when myfather sent
me to Oxford, and when society seut me to
prison. 1 will not say that prison iy the
pest thing thar counld have happened to me;
for that phrase would savor of tos great
bitterness toward myself. 1 woult sooner
say or hear it said of me that I wus so ty-
pical & child of my age that, in wy per-
versity and for that perversity's sake, I
turned the good things of my life 10 eyil,
and the evil things of my life to good,"’

Contemplating the time when he should
be released from prison he writes:

“The tact of my having ) een 1he com-
mon prisoner of & common jail I must
frankly accept, and, ecarious as it may
seem, one of the things I shall have to
teach myselt is not to be ashamed of it. I
must avcept it as a panishment, and if one
is ashamed of having been punished, one
might just as well never have beer punish-
ed at all.  Of course there are many things
of which I was convicted which I had not
done, but then there were many things of
which I was convicted thar I had done,and
« still greater number of things in my lite
for which I was never indicted at all. And
as the gods are sirange and pnnish us for
what is good and bnmane iu us as much as
for what is evil and perverse, I must ac-
cept the fact that one is panished for the
good as well as for the evil that one does.
I have no doubt that it is quite right that
one should be. It helps one, or should

help one, to realize both, and not to be
too conceited about either. And if I am
not ashamed of m{"punluhmnnt. as I hope
not to be, I shall able to think, and
walk, and live_with freedom . . ,
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‘‘In the very fact that people will recoy-
nize me wherever I g0, and know all
about my life, as far as its follies go, I
can discern something goed for me, It
witl force on me the necessity of againas-
erting myself as an srtiet, and as s00n as
I possivly can. If I can sproduce only one
beautiful work of art, I shall be able to
rob malice of its venom, and cowardice of
its sneer, and to pluck out the tongue of
scorn by the roots.

"*And if Iife be, as it surely is, a prob-
lem to me, I am no less problem to lite.
People must adopt some attitude towards
me, and so pass judgment both on themsel-
ves and on me. [ need not say I am not
talking of particolar irdividuals. The
only people I wonld care to be with now
are artists and people who have suffered;
those who know what Leauty is, and those
who know what sorrow is: nobody else in
terests me. Nor am [ 1aking any demand
on life. In all that I Liave said I am sim-
ply concerned with my own mental atti-
tude toward life as a whole; and I feel
that not to be ashamed .f having been
punished is one cf the first points I must
attain to, for the sake of my own perfec
tion, and because I awgso imperfect. '

The philosophy of )ife, which. the writer
avers, experience had finally revealed to
bim, is that sorrow is the supreme emo
tion of which man is capauble, and tnat it
is '‘at once the type and test of all great
art. He says:

*“What the artist is looking for is the
modejof exisience in whicl the soul and
body are one and indivisivle; in which
the outward is expressive of the inward;
in wnich form reveals. Of such wodes
of existence there areZnot a few. youth and
the arts preoccupied with youth may serve
as a model for us at ome moment: at an-
other we may like to think that it is snb-
tlety and sensitiveness of impression, its
suggestion of a spirit dwelling in exteinal
things and making its raiment of earih
and air, of mist and city alike, and 1n its
morbid sympathy of its moods, and tones,
and colors, modern landscape art is realiz-
ing for us pictorially what was realized in
sach plastic perfection by the Gireeks, Mu-
sic, in which all subject is absorbed in ex-

pression and cannot be separated from it,
is & complex example, and. a flower or a
child, a simple example, of what I mea:
by’ surrow is the ultimate type both in life
and art.

“‘Behind joy and laughter there may be
a tempeiament, coarse, hard and. calloas,
But behind sorrow there is always sorrow.
Pain, unlike pleasate, wears no mask,
Truth in art is not any correspondence be-
tween the essential idea and the accidental
existence; it is not the resemblance of
shape to shadow,or ofthe form wirrorea in
the crystal to the furm itself; it is no echo
coming from the hcllow hill, any more
than it is & silver well of water in \he val-
ley that shows the moon to the woon and
Narcissus to Narcissus. Troth in art is
the unity of a thing with itself: the out-
ward rendered expressive of the inward :
the soul made incarnate: the body instinet
with spinit.  For this reason there is no
truth comparable to sorrow. There are
times when sorrow seems to me to be the
only (rath. Other things may be the il.
lusion of the eye or the appetite, made to
blind the one andZcloy the other, but out
of sorrow have the worlds been built. and
«t the birth of a child or a star there is
pain.’

The impulse of artistic creation was
strongly reasserting itself during the days
when bis prison life was ne aring an end,
“If T ever write agein,’’ he said, “‘in the
sense of producing artistic .work, there are
just two subjects on which and throngh
which I desire to express myself: one is
‘Christ as the precursor of the romantic
twovement in life’: the other is ‘The artis-
tic life considered in its relation to con-
duct.”””  He goes 01 to express the follow-
ing hope:

“*Perhaps there may come into my art no
less than into my life a still deeper note,
one of greater unity of passion and direct
ness of impnlse. Not width but intensity
is the true aim of modern art. We are no
longer in art concerned with the type. It
is with the exception that we bave to dos
I cannot put my sufferings into any form
they took, I need hardly say. Art only be-
gins where imitation ends but something
must coms into my work, of fuller memory.
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of words, perhaps, of richer cadences, of
more carions effects, of simpler archicety-
ral order, of some esthetic quality at any
rate.

" When Marsyas was ‘torn fromw ' the
scabbard of his lmbs' - -della vugina delln
membre sue, to gse one of Dante's most
terrible Tacitean phra:es—he bad ne more
song, the wireek said, Apollo hed been
victor The lyre had vanquishedthe reed.
Bat perhups the Gireeks were mistaken. |
besr in much modern art the ery of Mar
SYas It is bitter in Buundelaire, sweet and
plaintive ip Lumartine, mystic in Ver-
laine It g the deferred resolutions of
Chopin's musie, It is in the discontent
that haunts Burae-Jones's women. Even
Mathew' Arnold vhose song of Callicles
tells of ‘the trinmph of the sweet persuas-
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ive lyre,” and the ‘famous final victory,’ in
such a clear tone of Iyrieal beaunty, has not
a little of it; in the troubled undertone of
doubt and distress that haunts his verses,
neither Goethe or Wordsworth could help
hiw, though he followed each in tarn,
and when he’sseks to mearn for ‘Thyrsis,*
or to sing of the ‘Scholar Gypsy,’ it is the
reed that he has to take for the rendering
of his strain. But whether or not (he
Pbrygian Faun was silent, T can not be,
Expression is as necessary to we as leaf
and  blossows are to the black branches of
the t'es that show themselves above the
prison walls and ase 80 restless i the
wind. Between my art and the world
there is nuw a wide gulf. but Letween art
and myself there is none. '

Radisson and the Greatr North-
vest.

..A C. LAUT” is Miss Agness Laut,
® aathor of ‘*Heralds of Empire, "
‘'Story of the Trapper”’ and other virile
narratives of dauntless adventure and ex.
ploit. In her dedication of the present vo-
lume to President Sulte of the Royal Soei
oty of Canada, Miss Laut plainly avows
her purpose of ‘‘upseetting the apple cart
of public opinion.”" o the inevitable
question, Why do we find no mention here
of Marquette and Joliet and La Salle? her
reply is prompt and to the point : *'Because
they were not Pathfinders.”” Not Map.
quette, Joliet Jor La Salle discovered the
great Northwest, but two poor adventur-
ers  who sacrificed all earthly pessessions
to the raptare of that discovery'* and pro-
voked from the 8overnments of France and
England a hostility so bitter that their
Very names have heen hounded to in-
famy, "’
These are Sieur Pierre Esprit Radisson

and Siear Medard Chounart Grroseillers, fur-
tradere of Three Rivers, Quebec. These
two went axploriug “‘on their own hook’’;
they defied New France and Old France,
and, lastly, England, and they asked no fa-
vors of the Church. ‘‘The historians of
France and Eugland either slarred over the
discoveries of the obnoxions pairor blacken-
ed their memories without compunction. '’
"'Space is lacking for half the lies written
about them.”’ ' . But in 1885 came a dis-
covery that practicaly wiped out the work
of the pseudo historians, There was found
in the British Musenm, the Bodleian Lib-
rary, and Hudson’s Bay House, London,
unquestionably authentic record of Radis.
on's voyages, written by himself. Park-
wan’s history was already prepared, but he
made what reparation he ounld by append -
ing a footnote to subsequent editions of
two of his books, conceding that the trav-
els of Radisson and Greseillers touk them




to the ‘‘Forked River’ before 1660."" Full
corroboration of all that Radisson relates
is to be found in chronicles written in his
own time and in state papers. ‘‘Une must
either accept the explorer’s story as concla-
sive'’, says Miss Laat, * or, in rejecting
his journal, must also reject as fiction ‘Je
suit Relatioas,’ the ‘Marine Archives,’
‘Dollier de Casson,’ ‘Marie de I'Incarna-
tion,’ and the ‘Abbe Belmont,” which re-
cord the events as Radisson records them. "’
Radisson'y memory has been the subject
of controversy ever since his death., This
controversy—tirst between the gevernment
of France and England subsequently be-
tween French and Englisk bistorians—has
eclipsed the real achievements of the man.

Bat when we come to the_ quivering,
homming yarn that Miss Laat is spinning
for us, we are caught in a disheveled revel
of tales such as may well ‘‘hold ~hildren
from play and old men from the chinmey
corner. Any eager Canadian schoolboy
may be willing to forego his sweatheart,
his football or his fights for the pure joy
of lying on his back under a tree and
abandoning himeelf for the intoxication of
Miss Laut’s earlier chapters, charged as
they are ‘with tights, and captures and
death songs, slaying of sleepirg guards and
wild dashes for freedow, pursuit and recap-
tares, “‘ranning the gauctlet,”’ and tor-

tures exquisite and artistic, not to mention
such spirited iuterlude as the massacie: of
French and Huorons and E<kimo andof Dol
lard’s immortal little bard,

And 80 we come to Radisson’s third voy-

age, crowned by the dise: very of the great
Northwest
the Iroquois,

While Radisson was among
the little world of New
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France had not been asleep. Before Radis-
son was born, Jean Nicolet of Three Riv-
ors, had passed westward othrough the
Straits of Mackinaw,and had coasted down
Lake Michigan as far a Green Bay (prob-
ably in 1684). Some years later the great
Jesuit martyr Jognes, had preached to the
Indian of Sauls Ste. Marie: but beyond
that was an unknown world **thas beckon -
ed the young adventnrers as with the hand
of & siren.”” Of the great beyond, known
today as the Great Northwest, only this
bad been learned—that from it came the
priceless stores of beaver pelts, brought
down the Ottawa to Three Rivers by the
Algonquins; and in it roved the wild
races, whose territory extended northwest
and north to unknown numeless seas.

Before the opening of spring, in 1659,
Radisson and Groselliers had “made their
Way across what is new Wisconsin to &
mighty river, ‘‘rushing and profound’’;
and on its shores they found ‘‘a great na-
tion. the people of the fire,’’ the Sioux.
They were standing on the threshold of the
Great Beyond. *'They saw before them not
the Sca of China, not kingdoms for con-
quest, not a short road to Asia, They saw
what every Westerner sees today—a land
waiting for its people, weaith waiting for
the workers, an empire waiting for irs
bnilders,

There were other voyages after that, but
the great work was dome when Radisson
and Groseillers stood together on the bank
of the Upper Mississippi—ten years before
Marquette and Joliet, twenty years before
La Salle, a hundred years before La Veren-
drye.




My, Wy ndham's Resignation,

T Mr. Wyndham held an gy to sit on a stool, He was my col-
admired piace jn English politics, His  league, Ncihing less would have tempt-
Land Act had been carried through Parlia- o4 him from India, We worked together
ment amid the applause and 800od will of wi sincere and cordial enthosiasm, Qyp
all parties. He was believed to be inavg- relations were intimate. we discussed
urating a new anq 8racious regime of overything. It g true that for x
concilliation? anq friondship. He made  months we were talking at crogg purposes ';g
eloquent and Attractive speeches, Every- put for thay my colossal ignorance of In-
thing about him and saronnd him helped qig is alone to blame. | gave him a free
to create g pleasing impression of him hana, and he used it, by g melancholy mjg.
A8 a peacemaker—hijg charm of manner, undersunding. ina way I diq not approve,
his Fitzgeralq blood, his genuine, almogt The Cabinet put on record that his action
ingenuuus, enthusiasm for his mission, was indefensible What  elge could be
and the rise of g national effort to Tecover done?’ This is  Mr, Wyndham’s arga-
for Irelandher literary identity on Which a  mept, and the answer ig 8luple enougp o
literary Unionist might indulge ip inno- anyone who wij] read the letters descrihing
cent sympathy, Nobody, perhaps, attrip. the terms of the appointment, Iy the Cab.-
uted to him great gifts of ming or too ro-  jpet insists on that public censure, Mr,
bust or inflexible » will.  But kig oppon-  Wyndham ought to resign,
ents allowed no considerations of party to The position of the Government is really

if he had left office two years ago he wenld it, others, including My, Chamber aip, did
have seenied a Canning withoug Canning’s not. The Government realized (hgt Un-
power, or perhaps g Fitzwillam without ionism was a bankrapt policy, Sijp An-
Fitzwilliam's wisfortune. He has now Jeft tony MacDonnel] was called on to Prepare a
office with a very different Téputation. pew policy—land purchase, Univernity set-
That agreeable illusion g destroyed, ¢ tlement, devolation o co-ordination, op
will be remembered of hjm that after in. whatever term Can cover the vague ideag
viting a distmguished official to dct ‘‘ag  of administrative reconstruction that
his colleague’’ after making ful] use of were stirring in the mi

his gifts ana nrdonrmpromole those ob- ernment, ideas to which My, Wyndham
Jects on whoge successful Prosecution hig gave a kind of expression when introduc.
own repatation depended, after living ing his Langd Bill. As long as the Gov.
with him on intimate termg for more than Arnment developed this volicy they met no
two vears and borrowing from hig BT6At  oppositiyn from Liberals, Land purchase
resources of ming and eXperience, My, Was carried. Wh, was it that Prevented
Wyndham allowed the Cabinet to put & the settlement of the Univenity question ?
public stigma on that official for A0 ac-  Not the distracted Opposition, to whose
tion that was the result of ‘g melancholy weakness and difficulties these géntlemen
miunndonundin‘.“ ““he was too Breat a were always offering their Sympathy. The
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University question was not settled be
~ause neither Mr. Balfour nor Mr Wynd
ham dared brave their own party. It is this
whole policy of sympathetic development
that has been renounced, and as Sir West
Ridgeway poiuted out in the Times, the
(rovernment were driven from their policy
by the clamour of the Orangemen. Mr.
Balfonr, in au attempt to beat up his party
to an old ery said it was evident that the
Nationalists were going to “drive the Lib
eral party forward to Home Rule. 'The mo
went of surrender to a tiny factionwus not
the happiest time to throw this taunt. We
should bave thought it was less ignomin
ious to be driven forward by a nation
strag rling for its just rights than to be
driven backwards by a faction stroggling
for its vindiclive Jprivileges. *‘It is no
loss of honour,”' said Swift, *‘to
to the lion, but who, with the figure of
a man can think with patience of being

submit

devoured by « raty’

But of course transactions have a
much deeper significance. The treatment
of Sir Antony MacDonnell is an import
ant thing. The panic-stricken surrender
of the Gevernment s policy to the fury of
the Urangemen is an important thing. But
much the wost important thing is this sig
nal proof of the ympossibility ana imprac

hese

ticability of Unionism Ve now have it
on recora that the Unionist Gevernment,
men who were-talking ten years ago of

raising Ulster in revolt against Home
Rule, deliberately appointed a Home Ruler
as Under-Secretary with a free hand as
part of a lerge policy of reform on lines
which are certainly at variance with all
that Ulster understood by Unionisw . The
Chief-Secretary was enthusinstic for the
policy. The Under-Secretary who was in

constant tonch with the Chief Secretary,

thought that tinancial and legislative de
voiution were not incompatible with the
Chief Secretary’s theory of Untonism. The

Viceroy appreved those ideas. This dev
elopwent of Unionism is not less signifi
cant than the rise of an Irish Reform

Party as a proet that Unionism is crumbl
ing away The Tory have
not abandonel their new id
dislike Home Rule, but hecause they are
afraid of the Orangemer ey have
thrown Sir Antony MacDounell to this en
lightened set or enthnsiasts as
have thrown Thomas
the transactions of last two years
show once again difficalt it is for
Any man to come close to Irish
tration withont revolting against the ex
isting system. The inside of Dublin
tle has turied many an official into a Home
Ruler of sone kind or another. Its
are too direct and too poignant
gotten I'o every
sympathies it is infinitely
to govern a nation hy it

to govern it by faction
management. It is nature
to which the prospect of an escape from all

Government

us becanse they

they wounld
Drommond. - But
the
how

adminis
Cas

lessons
to be feor
man of  wncorrnpted
more attractive
better mind than
and clandestine

an vneunsiable

the hideous system ot governinent by con

spiracy agninst & veople is not something

very nearly irresistible. It is easy to un
derstand the eager hope with which My
Wyndbam caught at the project of a° sym
pathetic development of Irish policy as ke

alternative to another
coercion.  Our disappontment that
not & strong enough wman to defend his po
licy or his colleagunesiwhen they

dismal chapter of

be was

were at

Tect

tacked by Ulster Orangemen does not ¢
tne great troth, to
career is a reluctant
progress in Irish affairs is possible without
an elective bcdy in Dablin

which his deranged

testimony. that no




