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old regimen, were concerned that asecular Prelacy
ehould not be substituted in the room of the ccclrsias-
tical. The Commons, on the other hand, were equal-
ly vigilant to prevent any spiritual authority to sue-

ceed the past, which would perpetuate the same evils |

under a different name,” ‘This led the Parliament to
convene the ¢ Assembly of Divines,”” to give their
judgments on such questions as the Lords and Com-
mons might submit to their deliberation.  'I'be majo-
rity u&'lhis Assembly were the childreifof Oxford and
Cambridge, who had filled distinguished situations
within the pale of the Establishment 5 thouzh, in the
period spoken of, they had hecome Presbyterians.
There were a few Erastians, who derived their chief
support from Lawyers, especially Selden and White-
lock. Butthe great controling and moditying power,
with which the Presbyterians had to conteud, was
found in the friends of a small body of returned exiles,
who had embraced the principles of Independents.
Mr. Westley, on his entrance and continuance at
Oxford, found Independents of great name, in the
high places of that University. Dr. ‘Thomas ‘Good-
win, the President of the Magdalen College, had from
among the collegians, what was then termed ¢ a ga-
thered church,” in which was found Stephen Char-
nock, Theophilus Gale, John Howe, &c.; men af-

-terwards of great celebrity ; Dr. John Owen also,

who had lately been appointed Vice-Chiuncellor of
Oxford. He found the University in great dizorder ;
set himself vigorously to correct these evils, and hap-
pily succeeded. Ainong the students he acted as a ta-
ther : the vicious he discouraged and punizhed ; but
the modest, diligent, and worthy he encouraged and
rewarded. Among the latter was Mr. Westley,  Dr.
Calamy states, ** During his stay at Oxtord, ke was
taken notice of for his seriousness and diligence.. He
applied himself particularly to the study of the orien-
tal languages, in which he made no inconsiderable
progress. Dr. Owen, who was at that time Vice-
Chancellor, had a great kindness for him,” &e¢. In-
genuous and right-hearted young men become greatly
attached to those who are pleased thus generously to
notice and kindly to patronize them.  Inthis case, the
yourg, diligent, and plastic student was worthy of his
distinguistied friend ; and it is no matter of surprise,
o this ground only, that on Church government, and
perhaps on other subjects, he became a convert to
his patron, the Vice-Chancellor.

John Westley having honourably acquitted him-
self at Oxford, and taken his degree, is next found at
Meclcombe, or, as the united towns are now known,
at Weymouth. To Oxford he had taken the ines-
timable tréasure of genuine piety : this he not only
held fast, but also associated with it valuable ac-
credited learning ; and, as proof of both his piety and
wisdom, immediately on his return to Dorset, he is
found in the closest connexion with the Christian
church. His collegiate education had not led to vani-
ty, nor to suppose himself too great or too learned to
be, what was his best, his ennobling distiuction,
namely, a humble Christian. Duty, as he appre-
hended it, led him not to the most honoured, but the
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“gathercd church” at Weymouth, He thus)avoided the
snares of the world, so dangerous to the young ; and
took the best means, in communion with the wise and
the zood, to learn those lessons of self-distrust, and
detain that derree of piety, for which nothing can be
cquivalent in a Christian Minister.

Awaiting the
voice of heaven, to thisimportant work he was in due
time called 5 first, oceasionally amonyg his own people,

at Radipole, also, which is two miles distant from
Weymouth ; and among tihe seamen along shore,
These labours were not ouly approved by judicious
Christians and able Ministers, but were also attended
with suceess, in the apparcnt conversion of souls.
At lenizth he was fully dedicated to the Ministry : hig
own chureh, by fusting and prayer, recommended him
to the proper ecclesiasuical authorities : when exam-
ined and approved by these, he was appointed by the
Tru-tees ia May, 1633, to the vicarave of \Vi-u!er.
bonrne-Whitchureh, i Dorsetzhire.  The fuilowing
i copied from the ecclesiastical recodrs of this pa-
risil o=
Y WINTERROUVRNE-WHITCHURCH,

“ Vicars—"1obias Waiton, 1603.  John Westley,
M. A, 10535 ejected. 1662, Edward Sutton, institut-
ed, 1679,

Wiaierbourne-\Whitchurch is on the great western
road, five miles from Blandtord, towards Dorchester.
To the wraveller going westward, the church iathe
mostconspicnaus oliject, as he descends to the village;
Lut coming frem the wost it is hid, until he ascends
the hill on the westorn extremity, The income of
Mr. Westley's vicarage wos not above £30 per an-
num 5 and it is not hkrown that Turnwood, anad-
joining viilage, where he occasionally preached, af-
torded him any thing addiconal. When appointed
to Lis living, he was promnised an augmentation of-
£100 per year ; Lut the great and rapid political
changes of his aoy

1

prevenied this from ever coming
to his hands.

Being settled, and Providence apparently directing
his way, he soon suitably married,  T'he wife of his
voath, and who long survived him as his *“ desolate
widow,” would not be otherwise known to posterity,
than the niece of Dr. Thomas Fuller, but by the fol-
lowing letter from the late Rev. John Wesley to his
brother Charles. The dateis London, January 15th,
1768 ; and it states, * So far as 1 can lcarn, sucha
thing has scarce been for these thousand years before,
as a son, father, grandfather, alavus, tritavus, preach-
ing the Gospel, nay, and the genuine Gospel, ina
line. You kuow, Mr. White, soine time Chairmen
of the Assembly of Divines, was my grandfather’s
father.” By this letter, so happily preserved, we
may learn the estimation in which Mr. Westley was
held, by his connexion with Ministers, certainly
among the most distinguished in the west of England.
In the days of John Westley, there were two very
celebrated men, whose name was John VWhite. ‘The
one, the Assessor in the Assembly of Divines. and bet-
ter known as the Patriarch of Dorchester : the other
whom Clarendon designates ¢ a grave lawyer,” was
the member for Southwark, 1640, and Chairman of
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the Committee to which the petitions against some of’
the Clergy were referred.  Unless there is some 1iis-
tnke, the Wesleys are descended from both these
John Whites.  In the ¢ Complete History of the most
Remuarkable Providences,™ printed by John Dunton,
1697, chap. cxlvii, p. 157, this statement may be
found : ¢ "The iollowing epitaph waa written on the
tomb-stone of John White, Exj., Member of the
House of Commons, 1610 ; and futher to Dr. Annes-
ey s wife, lately deceased :—

U l_h-rt- hes a John, a hurning «hining 1:ght,
Whose name. hie, actions, all alihe were WHITF.

From these names it is not too much to infer the
reputation and worth of the voung Viear of Whit-
church 5 but the time speedily came when they could
be of no advantage to him.  Some four months after
Mr. Westley obtained this vicarage, Cromwell fell ;
and in consequence of the changes that ensued, Mr.
Westley never obtained his promised augmentation,
and he was obliged to set up a school for the support
of his family.  His friends, whatever their previous
ability, were rapidly becoming powerless. Dr. Fuller
might possibly have served his niece and her hus-
baund 5 but in 1661 death took him away. \When Dr.
Calamy wrote,and deseribed Mrs. Westley asthe niece
of Dr. Fuller, the latter was in hizh repute. But
the name of John White and Dr. Burgess had sunk ;
thick dark clouds had obsecured their worth @ and to
have spoken of John Westley as the son of John
White, and the nephew of Dr. Burgess would have
been no honour.  We learn, in fact, that he was
among the early sufferers, and that by an order of the
Privy Council, dated July 21th, 1661, he was ordered
to be discharged, on taking the oach of supremacy and
allegiance.  Very likely his imprisonment had been
for some timme, as more than twelve months had
elapsed since the Restoration, to the order above no-
ticed.  To this Mr. Westley no doubt refers, in his
conference with the Bizhop of Bristol, who told him
that by the oath of these agents he had been reported
as a suspicious and dangerous person. With as much
conscioas inteerity as dignitv. he seplied, ¢ 1f jt be
enouch to accuse, who then shali he innocent 2 There
were no oaths given or taken ; the matters laid
against me are either invented or aistaken, and gen-
ilemen, by others misinformed; proceeded with beat
acainst me. Whatever imprudencies I have committed
in matters civil, I have sutfered for them.” The Bishop
aszured him, that he would not nteddle with him, and
with ¢ Farewell, zood Mr Westley,” the conference
was kindly concluded. There ix no evidence that
this Prelate ever rexarded him in any other aspect,
than ¢ good Mr. Westley.”  How rapid and strange
are the changes and events of life ' About 1661,
the Viear of Whitchurch stond before Bishop Iron-
side as an accu<ed person, and was trented with
Christian courtesy. The [Ironsides were a Dorset
family ;: and the writer well remembers, when first
stationed in Weyvmouth, his having visited a collute-
ral branch, if not a direct descendant from the Bishop
of Bristol, to take to her some smull means of com-
fort from the people raised up by the grandson of the
ery person who stood reproached before her dignified

THE W Fi P YAN. 828

. e e s AT e e = TR —————
relative. So strangely do the circumstances of families
change in a century and a halt!

But though unmolested by the Bishop, there were
other persons ot fizure in the neighbourhood, as the
Tregzouneis. Frehe, &c., whose residence was within
some two or three miles of Whitchureh, who wory
too much Mr. Westley s encries to permt him quiet-
Iv to contitiue in his parish, tll ejected by the Act of
Uniformity.  Reference has been already made to
his first imprisonment and discharge. o the begin-
ning of 1662 he was again seized, one Lord’s day
morning, as he was leaving the chureh, taken imme
diacely to Blandford; and committed to prison. But
after he had been some time confined Sip Gerard
Napper, who, as Dr_ Calamy reports, was the most
furious of all his encimics, and the most forwnrd in
connnitting him, broke lius collar-bone, <nd was so
softencd by this sad disaster, that he <ent to some per-
sons to bail Mr. Westley, wnd told them that it they

would not, he would do it himselt.  ‘Fhus he was set

at liberty. but hound to appear at the assizes, where
he was treated uch better than he expected. To hig
diary e has recorded the merey ot Gad to b
thesc events @ in rising up several trends to owen him,
in inclining  a Soheitor to undertahe lnus cause,
in restraining the wrath ot man 5 so that even tho
Judge, though a very choleric man, spake not an ar-
gry word.

The time had now arrived when the ude that had
o strongly setin, hegan to earry hetore it whatever
bore the hateful name ot Punitanism, “T'he Act of
Unitormity was framed and pas<ed, received the roy-
al assent, ..\Iny 1662, and was to be put in execution
the 2ith of the following Augast. By this Aet | those
that woull not submit to the re-ordination, perjure
themsclves by violating oaths which they had most o
lemnly taken, con=ent to political opinions which they
had hiyJ“N'(‘, and swear that the Book of Common
Praver containspothing contrary to the word ol God
—.xil(lnt could not conscientioaslyv meet these de-
mands, withont any fitths to fall hack on, ns the see
«luvs!rn:d Cleray had, were to Le cast wairh therre fan -
Jiew, on the meicy of divine Providence and the
\u)|"|d. Bartholomes-day was ciiosen, Lheeause then
the tithes of the year beeame Jue ! so that not only
cjection, but inmedinte want as well) tested the prin-
ciples ol many

Mr. Westley on the 17th of Auzust, 1062, deliver -
ed his farewell sermon ot Whitchureh, from Nets xx.

amone these mo .t excellent men,

. : , - tors ehatiee
32 1o a weeping anditory and an the chureh has

Jey )
voire was heard no more. Qct. 26th, the plice was

by an appuritor declared vacant, and an order wae
;:.i\cn to sequester the profits but his |,¢-i-|;|q_- lll:nl
aiven him all these. On the 221 of the i'.'llo.\nng
February he sourht an abode for himselt and fannly at
\\'c‘.mm.uh, where he was well known, and in other

Jays had heen deservedly honowred. Bt the hand of

i X e i < he was refused o place of
oppression followed him : he was refused ap

and as n person unworthy a home therein, b
; |

rest ;
, |~uugl|(f~hrltv'l' a4t could he

was driven from town. i '
found at Bridgewater, Hhninster, and Taunton. ie

cnse was greatly commivserated ; and the God of the
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eppressed disposed many to become his friends, who
were very kind to bim and his numerous family. In
May, 1663, some benevolent gentleman, whose name
the writer would gluadly recover and hand to posteri-
ty, but cannot, the proprietor of'a very good house at
Preston, three miles north-east trom Weymouth, gave
Mr. Westley Liberty to make it his abode, without the
payment of any rent.  ‘To this village he immediately
retired ; there as far gs Dr. Culamy, Wood, and
Hutchins are worthy of credit, Samucl, afterwards of
Epworth, was born; und iu this retreat the father and
fumily found a refuge.

The thankfulness with which Mr. Westley retired
to this village, as his earthily rest, is thus recorded in
his diary :—¢ 1. ‘T'hat he who had forfeited all the
mercies of lifc should have any habitation at ail ; and
that 2. When other precious saints were utterly des-
titute ; and 3. That he should have such an house of
abode, while others had only poor mean cotiages.?
While thus adoringly thankful to the God of his mier-
ciea, he had much perplexity as to what was his di-
‘rect duty in rcturn, whether, as he was silenced at
"home, he should not go to either Scrinam or Mary-
land, arl make known the Gospel of his merciful
God there :(—he atlength resolved to remain at home,
and take his lot in the laud of his birth. "I'he next
question that perplesed him was, whether it was his

“duty to worship in that Establislinent by which he
had been cjected : this he also thoushe it Li- doty to
do, that he might bonour the word ot God, and pub-
lic worzhip asthe sedinanes o God o oand <o Car have
communion witirthese waoheld the Head and wli <o
lives were uablumalles Thoush Leoresalved to re-
main at Lhome, vet he conld not think that he who is
Head o all things to s chareh, and trone whom e
had received the l‘ltl:lliﬂl.'.', recaticd hivto be entirely
sitent. My, Westley theretore prevchol ceradonaliy
to a tewe good prople at Picston Cat Wevniouticalo,
as he had oportunity; and e vies ot length ealled by

a number o!f serions Christans at Poole o Leeome
their Pastor, to whom Le sustained this relation,
preached and clomistered the ordinunie <) as cirean-
stances would wllov bim to the day of Lis deatl),
Some of the Moncantormist retirea in Doreer
this orenly, aii at all Lazards s Lut B, Westlev
thoughe v is duty toheware o non g taat ] ;':.‘fun!i:x
he sheuld preserve Lis diberty and Lis opportunicy
to minister i boly things as lone as b0 could .
and not by the openness of cne i to huzard
the Liberty off cHomectinzs, Yot hie wes ofton dis-
turbed, several tces appreheaded. and Lad o endure
imprisonment, and many straits and ditficulties ; et
Dr. Calamy adds, he was woenderfuliy supported and
conmlforted, and many tities very scascnally and s

prisingly relieved and delivered. But at l.an;!h, tie
removal of muny eminent Christians to another world.
who had been his intimate acquaintance and knd
friends, the great decay ot serious relizion, and the in-
creasing rage ot his encmics, manitestiy seized and
sunk his spirits ; and he was taken out of this vale of
tears into the invisible world, ““where the wicked cease
figm troubling, and the weuary arc at rest,” when e

————
bad not been much longer an inhabitant here below,

than his blessed Master, whom he served with his
whole heart, according to the best of his light. “They
that turn many to righteousness shall shine as the
stars for ever and ever.>

John Westley, whether regarded as a son; s pious,
studious, and exemplary young man ; the friend of
men whose piety aud learning have commanded the
respect of the Christian world, and never more than
at present ; as a Christian minister, parent, and ong
who, in the spirit of his blessed Master, suffered con-
tuniely andwrong; is deserving of a lasting inemoria]
in whatever is Wesleyan.  True, he held his own
opinions on church government. ‘They were those of
education. He embraced them at Oxford. VWhether
we think them the best or not ; at lcast it was no
crime in young Westley to hold what Goodwin, Owen,
and John Howe approved.

As to his fidelity to the then national government ;
he had, imecommon with the best men of the land,
sworn allegiance thereunto ;5 and very likely, all
things considered, it might appear to him as the best
that could be establishied.  But he revered the word of
God more than any other opinion. By this he had
learied that submission, on Christian principles, to
government, is the duty of all Clristians, und espe-
cially of all Christian Miuisters.  He was no anar-
chi-t

ITis relizious opinions were fixed ; yet he was
neitlior a viclent sectarian, nor a furious zealot. That
he mi Lt hononr the worsLip of God, and hold com-
manen with the ecod, from whom only in n:inor mat-
ters he diircd Yey Bike his tliow-collegian, John
Povwe, wio au cecasion! Confornist. His principles
were tirt they were tested by seferings 3 but on
matters of ovicion, his charity was greater.  His
e v net ottt caste, whish didiors from others,
for the e s e o doing so 3 mueh less fur the mere

a learied, pious,
wrad eonseientions Eiv opation sulierer writes : * For

vatnt of b Inoredovenee o this,

Aoasure, bpreftosisy sense so far from doting on that

uhar Bieh, Bters bt [ ohardly think it possible
cens Rind ol obodience 1y e more Iminful than an

coditamy s vl re there not =ome bounds of

wes, e petyy of” reasen o the beart,

averyun worhd Lave o) they sav—1I add, a mad
Dorant—to lisomnaory et woukd ealtiply him more

b

sorrow than the brie< o thoros did Adam, when be
wis o cd from the W< nt onee and the restraint of
oy and wovs sl crioter slave in the wilder-

ne<-, thao i the enclasace. ™
sdivision o e Weovmonth Cireuit has led
the name of Wesley to b wzain heard in that part of
Dozct, where Jolin Westlev was best known, and
tothe villuze of Whitehureh from
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reccived his grammar learning.  Who will suitably
befriecnd Dorchester, that a decent chapel may b
erected there ; monumental, in honour of \\'vslv_\' and
of White 7 At Preston, there has been a Weslevan
chapel aud society for some time. 'T'o this the writer,
somce few years since, was accustoned regularly to
go; and in truth he may add; seldom without holding
sorrowful communion with one who has thus Leeome
cradled in the warmest sympathics and atlections of
the beart. o this and that house : lonely dell 5 re-
tired spot, annd the rocks on the shore ; he has scom-
ed to behold, converse, and sympathize with Lim,
the man whose spirit was crushed 5 the Christian
hunted to obzeurity 5 the Minister; whose lamp thouh
lighted in the skics, was wickediy quenched in the
rampant =pirit of" persecution.  He has then gone to
the churchyard to scek his grave ;—but no stone tells
where he sleeps ' May British Christians be devout-
ly thankful to God for better days 5 and may they
lung, long continue ! May Christian and moderate
men rele in the stite, and inour churchies 5 and nay
honour and deivicnce be ever clicertully tendered 1o
whom they are due.
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THE NATURE, SUBIECTS, AND MO OF
CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.
LY BTG I ma, o

Tue ollication of bLptisea ves < upon the exumpls of
our Lovd, who, by bLis discipiosbopryed many i
by bis disconrsesand nircclos were Troceht to pro-
fess it io b as the AMesaas upon s seben
command to his Apostios alt v s tesarroetion, v

M 1
tie Fathers and ot thie Soacand of the Hby Gl
Mutr v 195 and wpon e practiee o the oy os-

awd teach all nations, beptams the o the nane of

Ces themselves, who thus showed thar iaoy Gt
widerstaid bhaptiso BRe oo Quakers, vy <teal
scnses Poas S Peter i s sermon oo thie day
ol pentecost, exhorts, > Repeet aned be Laprizo bevory
vae ot you da the vaee of Josus oo to the po-
iisston ot sins, waol ye shalf receive the Hoty w2
dets oS,

As o tus saecrament, which Lios ocesionad end-
lessand various controversic s, thece thines regquaare
examinalion,—ils NATURE 5 18 ~cLgi s 5 and ats
N,

L Irs Narern, The Thermiista ooeeddy o

Uielr supersiitious opinion as to the cle s of saer .-
ments, consider bpiiam odaac st e iy oo prie <t bav-

nra l.'"«'-’ letibion s of 1o ‘)w‘::}..w_’ thoamerits of

Caristtothe prebsog bespebgeds Loandieg tr thra, L p-

Satris adeobitely necess o tosabvationand Yo i e

fore awd ot Bts vabideiv o ben e laastorod 1o e

chibl by gy person |f;'~'.~(-m.~!ivmf Pihera oo e proest

athand. From tos view of its o5 ey arioe Lo iee
)

— ——rr——
who are predestinated to eternal life ; so that, accord-
ing to him, althouch all the baptized are freed from
that carruption which is entailed upon mankind by
Adam’s fapse, and experience @ renovation of mind,
noue continue to waik in that state bat the predest-
nated. The Luthereann Church also places the othi-
cacy of this sacrament i regencration, by which
fuith ie actually couveved o e soul o anantant,
The Cliurehh of Encland, o Ler Laptisial sorviees,
his not departed entrely feon the torms used by the
Romish Chureh trom which she separcted.  She
speaks of those who are by nture  Lora an sl
beine made by baptism the “ehiddren of srace,”
which are, however. wonds of cquivoea tmpert oand
she gives than s to God s thint b nleased b to
teccaerate this mtant with s oty Spon™ proba-
Bly using the torm receneration o the same 1o
sense us several of the ancient farhers, wad not an
its modern theolonical anterpretation, wihnch s more
stuct, However this Leca controversy has long ea-
Istel i the Lacdish Chureh as to the real opacion of
her tounders on this point Loone patt ol Lie l"u'ru_\'
holding the docteine of baptsmad resoneration, and
the absolute necessity ot boptistn unto ~advation 5 the
other ks dilerent views not ocdy o the docirne
of Seriptare, hut also o the anrport of vacous ov-
pressions fowad e A e less Cuarecbism, and ol

ces of the Couwveh itselts The Quadoers view bay

U=t only as spirtual, avd thoasao et the e aley

vether s one of the > bessaiy Comeais o oo s
dispens-tons gy whide the Soconans rocand 4t o
mere mode of pro‘osangthe so con ol Chinst Sone
of thomydeed consadee i as coal e o produce a

troval e et upon those Wi suhiat 1ot or who
WIHse=s s adi ina-tratien 5ownde o othersthimkat so

entircdy aoe SEREI Y @l e Ty 1 D D the <ot u'l_\ o

Chot=tinns Do dodwom end pose e s o he nee
cossary oty when s h o ceaiiaras 1 plaee, s
that it macsht be wiodly Gt o o0 e Uniestian .-
Liulis,

We hove b U baproon o oo traesaction
AL et e, n ace et et the covenant ot
raee, Forjlined o s Loy Gt s i vehie evpres-
silenty it od ot e C Vi o B berean Yol 01 1 o Ravs  Sisiieles
woemsdb ton oty s vt s s o howeaor,
of so intuch oo coee teoosn NE L e covenant
ciunrecter of thu~ordiarces oo oo e c ot the ¢
troversy as to to Lac g ot eets o Laptism de -
peteds apen ot that weoroy v cles it somewhat at

T e,
Phot they o it o Mol v, o Laeli @reor
Cimlen waas tccle thoe s oo < o Geo v T, wns

the venvral covdanat of v s et wholls, or

tuction between sins cotanntted hetore nndatter bap- |
tism,  The hereditiey corrupiion of onr natuee, aead |
all aetanl sins committed etore i ti-neare sand to Le
entirely removed by ity so that e tmo~t abindond
Person were to receive it for the first tone inothe ar-
ticle of death, all his sins would be washed way, But
ail sins committed after baptism, aod the fusion of
that griace which is conveved by the sterament, imust
be expiated by penancee. o this notion ot regenera-
tion, or the waushing away of origival sin by baptisrm,
the Roman Chureh followed St. Augpustine 5 but as he
was a predestingrian, he was obliged o invent a dix-
tnetion between those who are regenerated, aud those

Chiie by . L o T TV T W TR R N
Uad virtmpy vt "L el .
oha B, v vner b b oses, vl dlosl v gt
sy e Ble =5 Neew B ot &ows lie Do ateae, Bl Biagi.
1L, ,,'".ln: S R AT T baerrw o PR
bearn firome 0 B nd o™y o e Bessr ool Lo
Jrecai Gt b tee T L s 4oaotds § o v ha
Do mgee R Wt el o ww Wt L3 B g s P e il L
W2, ure Bhetn s} vpiea 5 v P R M s s abeiween
L diid G y o tne e ety b he coeond
Preaaih e B Lo Caie st W it bt en i he b
Catio e ol taey netions 0wt bove sre alsotausbt
1 g =1, ]'..:Al li» et a b ok R e A e D be e fey s 9
\‘-.}1', aal serd, the Lo s 28 i feauli syl et
cometh juonDeiciene than toats e Ddeseadants,
cOUhatthe promase noachie besure to adl tie secd not
only to that whoh oo Ly e Fow . bur o that also
which is by the fo.t o Ve b whio - the father
of us el —or ey G s o well wa Jewas,

The third st unri ot G
tiareh, was the oot to AL b and bussead of * e
Lend of Canaan,” mowhich the temporal promise was
memiestly but the type ot the higher promise of w
Leevenly inheritunce. Hence S Paul sny«, ¢ By

cooverent vtk the pe-

—

e —————re

e



elRt S5l SRR )

Brbewn e B oes g v -

2y oy savaded)

826 THE WESLEYAN.

faith he sojourned in the land of promise, dwellingin
tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him
of the promise ;” but this ¢ faith” did not respect the
temporal promise ; for St. Paul adds, ‘¢ they looked
fot a city which had foundations, whose builder and
moaker is God,” Heb. xi. 19. The next promise was,
that God would always be ““ a God to Abraham and
to his seed after him,”” a proinise which is connected
with the highest spiritual blessings, such as the re-
mission of sins, and the sanctification of cur nature,
as well as with a visible church state. It is even
used to express the felicitous state of the church in
heaven. Rev. xxi. 3. The final engagement in the
Abrahamic covenant was, thatin Abraham’s ¢ seed
all the nations of the earth should be blessed ;' and
this blessing, we are expressly taught by St. Paul,
was nothing less than the justification of all nations,
that is, of all believers in all nations, by faith in
Christ :—* and the Scripture, foreseeing-that God
would justify the heathen by faith, preached before
the Gospel to Abraham, saying, In thee shall all na-
tions be blessed. So that they who are of faith are
blessed with believing Abraham ;” thiey receive the
same blessing, justification, by the same means, fuith.
Gal. iii. 8,9,

This cevenant with Abraham, therefore, al-
though itrespected a natural seed, Isauc, from whom
a numecrous progeny was to spring ; und an earthly
inheritance provided for this issue, the land of Ca-
naan ; and a special covenant relation with the de-
scendants of Isanc, through the line of Jacob, to
whom Jehovgh was to Le ““a God,” visibly and espe-
cially, and they a visible and ¢ peculiar people ;”’
yet was, under all these temporal, earthly, and exter-
nal advantages, but a higher and spiritual grace,
imbodying itself under these circumstances, as types
of u dispensation of salvation and eternal life to all
who should follow the faith of Abraham, whose jus-
tification before God was the pattern of the justifi-
cation of every man, whether Jew or Gentile, in all
ages.

Now, of this covenant, in its spiritual as well as in
its temporal provisions, circutncision was most cer-
tninly the sacrament, that is, the ¢ sign” and the
s« geul ;” fur St. Paul thus explains the case : * And
he received the s1GN of circumcision, a seal of the
righteousness of the faith which he had yetbeing un-
circumcised.” And as the rite was enjoined upon
Abraham’s posterity, so that every ‘‘ uncircumcised
man-child, whose flesh of his foreskin was not cir-
cumecised on the eighth day,” was to be ¢ cut off
from his people,”” by the special judement of God,
and that becnuse *“ he had broken God’s covenant,”
Gen. xvii. 14, it therefore follows that this rite was a
constant publication of God’s covenant of grace
among the descendants of Abraham, and its repetition
a continual confirmation of that covenant, on the part
of God, to all pructising it in that faith of which it
was the ostensible expression.

As the covenant of grac¢/ made with Abrahain was
vound up with temporal promises aund privileges, so
circumcision was a sign atd seal of’ the covenant in
both its parts,—its spyritunl and its temporal, its su-
perior, and inferior, provisions. ‘The spiritual pro-
inises of the covenant continued unrestricted to all
the descendants of Abraham, whether by Isaac or by
JIshmael ; and still lower down, to the descendants of
Esau as well as to those of Jacob. Circun:cision
was practised among them all by virtue of its divine
institution at first ; and was extended to their foreign
servants, nnd to proselytes, as well as to their chil-
dren ; and wherever the sign of the conveuant of
grace was by divine appointment, there it was as a
scal of that covenant, to all who believingly used
it ; for we read of no restriction of its spiritual bless-
ings, that is, its saving engagement, to one line of de-
gcent from Abraham only. But over the temporal

-

>
branch of the covenant, and the external religion
privileges arising out of it, God exercised a rigshtfn.l
sovereignty, and expressly restricted them first to the
line of Isaac, and then to that of Jacoh, with wh
descendants he entered into special covenant b :’I:.
ministry of Moses. ‘I'he temporal blessings ang ex'
ternal privileges comprised under general expreuion-
; : ]
in the covenant with Abraham were explained and
enlarged under that of Moses, while the spirita)
blessings remained unrestricted as before. This wag
probably the reason why circumcision was re-enacted
under the law of Moses. It was a confirnation of
the temporal blessings of the Abrahamic covenant
now, by a covenant of peculiarity, made overu;
them, while it was still recognised as a eonsuetudina-
ry rite which had descended to them from their fa-
thers, and us the sign and senl of the covenant of
grace with Abraham and with all his descendants
without exception. ‘This double reference of circum-
cision, both to the authority of Moses and to that of
the patriarchs, is found in the words of our Lord
John_vtii. 29 3 48 Mose:§ t!:eref'ore gave unto you cir:
cumcision, not because it is of Moses, hut of the Fa.
thers ;”’ or, as it is better translated by Campbell
¢« Moses instituted circumci<ion among you (no;
that it is from Moses, but from the patriurchs,,) and
ye circuincize on the Sabbath. If on the Sabbath a
child receive circumcision, that the law of Moses may
not be violated,” &c.

Froin these observations, the controversy in the
apostolic churches respecting circumcision will de-
rive much elucidation,

‘I'he covenant with Abraham prescribed cireum-
cision as an act of faith in its promises, and a pledge
(to perform its conditions] [on the part of its de-
scendants.] But the object on which this faith rested,
was ‘‘ the seed of Abrahain,” in whom the nations
of the earth were to be blessed : which seed, says
St. Paul, ‘“ is Christ ;”’—Christ as promised, not yet
come. When the Christ has come, so as fully to en-
ter upon his redeeming offices, he could no longer be
the object of faith, as still to come ; and this leading
promise of the covenant being accomplisbed, the
sign and seal of it vanished away Nor could cir-
cutncision be continued in this view, by any, withoat
an implied denial that Jesus was the Christ, the ex-
pected seed of Abrabam. Circuincision also asan
institution of Moses, who continued it as the
sign and seal of the Abrahamic covenant, both in its
spiritual and temporal provisions, but with respect lo
the lutter made it also the sign and seal of the restric-
tion of its temporal blessings and peculiar religious
privileges to the descendants of Israel, was teriinat-
ed by the entrance ot our Lord upon his office of Me-
diator, in which office all nations were to be hlessed
in him. ‘I'he Mosaic edition ot the cavenant not only
guaranteed the land of Canaaan, but the peculiarity
of the Israelites, as the people and visible chureh of
God,to the exclusion of uthers, except by proselytism.
But when our Lord commanded the Gospel to be
preached to ““all nations,”and apened the gates of the
“ common salvation” to all, whether Gentiles or Jews,
circumcision, as the sign of a covenant of peculian-
ty and religious distinction, was done away also. I
had not only no reason remaining, but the continu-
ation of the rite involved the recognition of exclu-
sive privileges which had been terminated by Christ.

This will explain the views of the Apostle Paul o
this great question. He declares that in Christ there
is peither circumcision nor uncircumcision ; that
neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncir
cumcision, but ¢ faith that worketh by love ;” faith
in the seed of Abraham already come and alret)d]
engaged in his mediatorial and redeeming work; faitb,
by virtue of which the Gentiles came into the Church
of Christ on the same terms as the Jews themselves,
and were justified and saved. The doctrine of the
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nonnecessity of circumcision he applies to the Jews
as well as to the Gentiles, although he speciully re-
gists the attempts ot the Judaizers to impose this rite
upon the Gentile converts ; in which he was support-:
ed by the decision of the Holy Spirit when the ap-
peal upon this question was made to ‘ the Apos-
tles and elders at Jerusalem,” from the church at Au-
tioch. At the same time it is clear that he takes two
ditferent views of tne practice ot circumcision, as it
was continucd among many of the first Christians. The
first is the strong one which is expressed in Gal. v.
a—4: ¢ Behold, | Paul say unto you, that if ye be
circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothinz ; for |
testify again to every man that is circumcised, that
he is adebtor to do the whole law. Christ is become
of no effect unto you, whosoever of you ace justified
by the law, ye are fullen from grace.” 'T'he second
is the milder view which he™ himself must have had
when he circumcised Timothy to render him more
acceptable unto the Jews ; and which also appears
to have led him to abstain from all alludion to this
practice when writing his epistle to the believing He-
brews, although many, perhaps most of themn, con-
tinued to circuimncise their children, as did the Jewish
Christians for a long timme afterward. These different
views of circusncision, held by the same person, may
be explained by considering the different principles
on which circumcision might be practised after it had
becowne an obsolete ordinance.

1. It might be taken in the first view of its simple
institution, as the sign and seal of the Abrahamic
covenant ; and then it was to be condemned as de-
nying that Abraham’s seed, the Christ, had already
cotne, since, upon his coming, every old covenant
gave place to the new convenant introduced by him.

2. It might be practised and enjoined us the sian
and seal of the Musaic covenant, which was still thie
Abrahamic covenant with its spiritual blessings,
but with restriction of ity temporal promises and
special ecclesiastical privileges to the line of Jacob,
with a law of observances which was obligatory
upon all entering that covenant by circumcision. In
that case, it involved, in like manner, the notion of
the continuance of an old covenant, after the esta-
blishment of the new ; for thus St. Paul states the
case in Gal. iii. 19 : * Wherefore then serveth the
law ? It was added because of transgressions until
tHE SeeD should come.” And therefure it had no ef-
fect :—it had waxed old, and had vanished away.

8. Again : Circumcision might imply an obligation
to chserve all the ceremonial usages and the moral
precepts of the Mosaic law, along with a general
beliet in the mission of Christ, as necessary to justifi-
cation hefore God. ‘This appears to have been the
view of those among the Galatian Christinns who
submitted to circunicision, and of the Jewish teach-
ers who enjoined it upon them ; for St. Paul in that
epistle constantly joins circumcision with legal obser-
vances, and as involving an obligation to do *“the
whole law,” in order to justification. I testify again
to every man that is circumcised that he is a debtor
to do the wHore Law ; whosoever of you are jusli-
fied Ly the law, ye are fallen from grace.” “ Know-
ing that a man is not justified by the works of the
law, but by the faith of our Lord Jesus Chri.-at,.” Gal.
ii. 16. To all persons therefore practising circum-
cison in this view, it is obvious that ¢ Christ was of
none effect,” the very principle of justification by
faith alone in him was renounced even while his di-
vine nission was still admitted. )

4. But there are two grounds on which circum-
cision may be conceived to have been innocenlly,
though not wisely, practised among the Christian
Jews. The first was that of preserving an ancient
national distinction on which they valued them-
selves ; and were a converted Jew in the presentday
disposed tc perform that rite upon his children for
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this purpese only, renouncing in the act all cousider-
ation of it as a sign and seal of the old covenants,
or as obliging to cerctonial actsin order to justtica-
tion, no one would censure him with severity., It
appears clear that it was under some such view that
St. Paul circumcised Tiinothy, whose mother was a
Jewess ; he did it because ot ** the Jews which were
in those quarters,” that is, beeause of their national
prejudices, * for they knew that his father wasa
Greek.”
even in the Christian church, the Jews who believed
would still retain some degree of cminence, some su-
perior relation to God ; a notion which, however un-
founded, was not one which demanded direct rebuke,
when it did not proudly refuse spiritual communion
with the converted Gentiles, but was held by men
who * rejoiced that God had granted to the Gentiles
repentance unto life.” These considerations may
account for the silence of St. Paul on the subject of
circumcision in his Epistle to the Hebrews, Some
of them continued to practise that rite, but they were

robably believers of the class just mentioned ; for,
Kml he thought that the rite was continued among
them on any principle which affected the {unda-
mental doctrines of Christiunity, he would no doubt
have becn equally prompt and fearless in pointing
out that apostacy from Christ which was imnplied in
it, as when he wrote to the Galatians,

Not only might circumcision be practised with
views s0 opposite that one might be wholly inno-
cent, although an infirmity of prejudice ; the other
such as would involve a rejection of the doctrine of
justification by faith in Christ; but some other Jew-
ish ohservances also stood in the saune circumstances.
St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Galatians, a part of

his writings from which we obtnin the most iofor- -

ination on these questions, grounds his ““ doubts
whether the mmembers of that church were not seek
ing to he *¢ justified by the law,’’ upon their observ-
ing “days, and months, and tiunes, and years.”
Had he done more than ““doubt,”® he would have
expressed himselt more po-itively. He saw their
danger on this point ; he saw that they wero taking
steps to this futal result, by such an obscrvance of
these ‘“days,” &e., as had a strong leamng and
dangerous approach to 5o Y wendence upon them
for justification which wotll. Uestroy their faith in
Christ’s solely suflicient sacrifice; but his very doubt-
ing, not of the fact of their being addicted to thess
observances. but of the animus with which they re-
garded them, supposes it possible, however dap wr-
ous this Jewish conformity might be, that they might
be observed for reasons which would still con-
sist with their entire rehipnee upon the merits of
Christ for salvation. FEven he himself, strongly as
he resisted the imposition of this conformity to Jew-
ish customs upon the converts to Christianity as n
matter of necessity, yet in practice must have con-
formed to many of them, when no sacrifice of prin-
ciple was understood ; for, in order to gamn tiie Jews,
he became ‘““ as a Jew."

From these observations, which have been some-
what digressive, we return to observe that notonly
was the Abrahamic covenant, of which circumecision
was the sign and seal, a covenant of grace, but when
this convenant in its ancient form was done away in
Christ, then the old sign and seal peculiar to that
form was by consequence abolished. If, then, Lap-
tism be not the initiatory sign and seal of the samno
covenant in its new and perfect form, ascircuincision
was of the old, this new coverant has no such initi-
atory rite or sacrament at all ; since the Lord's sup-
per is not initiatory, but, like the sacrifices of old, is
of regular and habitual observance. Several passa-
ges of Scripture, and the very nature of the ordinanre
of baptism, will, however, show that baptisim is to the
new covenant what circumcision was to the old, and
took its place by the appointment of Christ.

The second was a lingering nonion that, -
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This may be argued from our Lord’s commission
to his Apostles, *“ Go ve. therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Sun, and of the Holy Ghost. tcaching them to
observe all things, whatsoaver | have commanded
you, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, Go y2into all the world,
and teach the Gospel to every creatare he that be-
lieveth and is bapuzed shoail be saved,”  Mark, xvi.
15, 16

To unaerstand the force of these words of our
Lord, it tast he ohserved that the zate of < common
salvation? was only now £ the st tine going to be
opened ty the Coonnle natons, e b=t had de-
clired that he was Lot sent it t < the lost 2heep of
of the hot=e o f<rael 7 and b had restrected his dis-
ciplesin Lo mines uot enly trem (rm.i‘\'t:r g to the
Gentles, hat from entering any ¢ty ob tive = onart-
tan<. Dy what meen=, theretore, were “adliiaiioms’
now to b hroushit ity the chureh of Gad, which
from henecforth was mest truly o be catholie or -
versal > Pliinly, by bopizier doom that behieved
the ¢ ao0d m‘w.'»"," and accepredd the Uerins of the new
cevenant. This is apparent from the very words< g
and thus Wwas baptsm meae (e imtatory e, by
whichehelicvers of “al nations were to be utre-
duced tuto the ehnrel and covenant of grace 5 an
oflice in wh 0 it niuptestly toos thoe place ot cireuni-
Cizion, whicii bereioiore, eventiom the tine of Aoru-
hani, bad een toe eoly taciatory e anto the =ane
covenant., Mo coderenmersion o our Lord
notonly dues sl re-vimes i, Lty on tae conirary, he
appnin;; arotior mode of enteaice o tie coveuant
inits new el poriecoed forme el Lt so edprossly
as to amounat o a sormnl abroriation of the aacient
eign, and the pursine of Lotisa s places Phe
same argamens ghay be mooenc e the words of
our Lord to Nico bems, o Bixeeptaann be boro of
water and of the Spoar, Bie caunot enterintothe hig-
dom of Go:l.” By the Lincdom of Godliour Lord, no
doubt, in the lishest » e ras the tuture state of
felicity 5 but be vaesthiy prrse toespress tae state
of hi< church on carth, wineh s the sate of that ce-
lestial kingdom 3 endeeneraly, indec b speaks ot s
church on earth under tus tede of expr s,
rather than ot the heave ﬂ'\' stave, Moo e decinres
that no one can en'c?b S the charey bt by by
“ horn of water wil of the Tloly Sy voiiea
heavenly gift follwed upon b
in true faith, he cleaa by wak o b

;
t

.-

Pesppy s bt fued oaead

SR Lkt
initiation into hos clone bl i this pos e as o the
Tast paoted 3ol n bl e assans T e el e
as to cireumeision i the church of the b Hosta-
ment, whether o it poaocesal or Mo Tarn,

A farther prootthat begatn bas precisery the saie
federaband mutatory ehareror as civeunicision, and
that it was institute:d for the saoae ends, and Qnats
place, is touad in Coll it 10-=12 0 =< And v e ure come-
pletein himy, which isthe head orall prineipality and
power ; in whom also ve are cireanere b owich the
circumersion made withaont band<, e puitine o the
body of the sims ot the fleshy by the edrermiciston of
Christ, buried with hun in baplicn ) §eo Heve bap-
tism is al<o meele the dnitiatory rive o the new dis-
pensation, that by whnch the Collos-tans were joined
to Christ, in whom they ave sund to be »conplete 5V
and so certain it is that baptisin has the ~ane oliice
and import now as circginesion formerly,—with this
ditterence onty, that the object of faith was thea ru-
ture, and now it is Christ as come,—that the Apostle
expressly calls baptism “ the circumcision of Christ,”
the circinncision mstituted by him, which phrase he
puts out of the reach of frivolous criticism, by adding
exegetically,  buried with him in beptism.”  For,
unless the Apostle here ealls baptism ** the circum-
cision of Christ,” he asserts that we * put off the
body of the sins of the flesh,” that is, become new
creatures, by virtue of our Lord’s own personal cir-

H

v e I,l. |

cumcision ; but if this be absurd, then the onl
son for which he can call baptism ¢ the circumi'r'e'l
ot Christ,” or Christian circumecision, is, that i:.l;on
taken the place of the Abrahamic circun;ciqion -
fulfils the same office of introducing believin ,:;:d
into God’s covenant, and entitling them to lhegen'b iy
ment ot spiritual blessinzs, 10y-
But lf'[ us ilso quote Gal. i, 27—09 . « Fbr..
many ot vou as have been baptized 1nto Chrisy bave
put on Christ ; there is neither Jew nor G;mile
there is neither botd nor free, there is neither mnlo'
por female, for ye are nil one in Christ Jesus; and if
ye are Christ<” by thus being ¢ Laptized," and }
voprttingon” Christy CCther arve ve Abrabuam’s seed
arnd heirs accordin g to the promise.? '
The arcwmenr heso s also decisive. Ttea »
cenied that this was by circumeision hPIievin"l;;o:ul:
tted to, that ¢ stranzers™ or heathens, asrwal s
Jews, beeanme the spiritual ¢ seed of Abraham,” ang

“hieirs of the same spiritzal and heavenly « promis-

<. Put the same office in this paseace is aseribed

tr baptism also believingly submiitted to 5 and the
conclusion is theretore inevitible., The same core-
nant character of caeh nite i3 here uleo strongl
thed, as owell as that the covenant is the same, n{-
thouch under a ditferent noode of achiministration. In
no otker way could cirewmecrsion avail any thihg un-
der a ditferent mode o alunnistration,  In no other
way conld circtmneision avail ooy thine unlerthe
Abradhianie eovenanr, than as 10 was that visible act
by whieh God's covenant to Justity men by faith in
the provised secd was acecpred by then, [t was
i vctore o part of a federsl tronenetion; ; that
catward astwhichhe vwho oniere Pa eovenant erigage-
neens =0 graeinns required as oo solemn deelaration
ot th2 acerntanee ob the covenanied vrace upon the
covenant=d conditions, 1t was thoes that the Abra-
hamic covensut was olfered to the aeceptence of all
wito heard it and thus that they were to declare
their aceeprance ot it Lo the ~sames manner there is g
standing osfer of the same covenant of merey wher-
ecver the Gospel is preached, The ¢ good news”
which it contiuns 35 that of @ promise, an engage-
nient, a covenant on ' pars ol God to remit gins,
ail to save all thet beliove in Christ. "o the cove-
vant in this pow torm he aloo requires a visible gnd
termal aet o aeceptinee, which act, when expressive
of the roguived faithy, makes us particg to the cove-
faat, atrd entides, us, throuch the faithfulness of
Gl toats beneties, ¢ e that §o%reth and s bap-
{zed <hiadl be stved 32 or. as in the passage before
ns. Y As many of vou as have heoen baptized into
Chirist, have put on Christ 5 aud ity e be Christ's then
are ye Abraham's sced, and heirs according to the
protuise.”

We have the same view of baptism as an actof
covenant aceeptance, and as it relates to God’s gra-
cious engagement to justity the urzodly by faith in
his Son, in the often quoted passage in 1 Peter
ii. 20 : « Which sometime were disobedient, wheo
once the long sutfering of God waited in the days @
Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein few,
that i, eizht souls, were saved by water. ‘The like
fisure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us,
(not the putting away the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a ool conscience toward God, by the re-
surrection of Jesus Christ.” "

When St. Peter calls the baptism the ‘ figure, " 81
antitype of the transaction by whica Noah and :’]"
family were saved from perishing with the ungo y
and unbelieving world, he had doubtless 1o mind tb.
faith of Noah, and that under the same view as the
Apostle Paul, in Heb. xi. : ¢ By faith, Noub, being
warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved WIt:
fear, prepared an ark to the saving ot his house 5 : y
the which” act of faith ** he condemned the “'."rb‘
and became heir of the righteousness which 13 by
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faith ;" an expression of the same import as if he
had said, ‘ by which act of faith be was justified be-
fore God.”” It has Leen already explained in anvo-
ther place élnsﬁtules, part ii. chap. xxjj. p. 171) in
what way Noah’s preparing of the ark, and bis faith
in the divine promise of preservation, were indica-
tive of his haviag that direct (uith in the Christ to
come, of which the Apostle Paul discourses in the
eleventh of the Hebrews, as that which characterized
 all the elders,” and by which they obtained their
«t good report” in the church. His preservation and
that of his family was so involved in the fulfilinent
of the more ancient promise respecting the seed of
the woman, and the deliverance of man from the
power of Satan, thut we are warranted to conclude
that his faith in the promise respecting his own de-
liverance from the deluge was supported by his faith
in that greater promise which mnust liave falleo to the
ground had the whole race perished without excep-
tion. His building of the ark, and entering into it
with his family, are therefore considered by St. Paul
as the visible expression of his faith in the ancient
promises of God respecting the Messiah ; and for
this reason baptism is culled by St. Peter, without
any allegory at all, but in the sobriety of fact, * the
anlilype” of this transaction ; the one exactly an-
swering to the other, as an external expression of
faith in the samne objects and the satne promiser.

To be conlinued.

CONCLUDING REMARKS ON DEUTERO-
NOMY AND THE PENTATEUCH.

BY DR. {DAM CLARKE.

T uus ends the book of Deuteronomy, and with it the
Pentateuch, - commonly called the law of Moses ; a
work every way worthy of God, its author, and only
less than the New Testament—the Law and Gospel
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Its antiquity
places it at the head of all the writings in the world ;
and the various subjects it embraces render it of the
utmost importance to every part of the civilized world.
Its philosophy, history, geography, and chronology,
entitle it to the respect of the whole human race; while
its system of theology and religion demonstrably prove
it to be a revelation from God. ‘The law of Moses is
more properly the law of Jehovah, Torath Yehowah,
the grand title of the Pentateuch. Could we conceive
Moses to have been the author of this system, we must
consider him more than mortal :—no wisdom of man
has ever yet invented such a book of laws. His merit
however, has been disputed, and his laws severely cri-
ticised, by persons whose interest it was to prove reli-
gion a cheat, because they had none themselves. To
some, whosec mental taste and feeling are strangely
perverted, cvery thing in heathenism wears not only
the most fuscinating aspect, but appears to lay claim
to and possess every excellence ; and hence they have
called up Confucius, Menn, Zoraster, and Mohamined
bimself, to dispute the palm with Moses! A few
words on the merits of each of these competitors will
suffice.

1. To Confutsee, the great Chinese lawgivcr, cor-
ruptly called Coonfucius, are attributed a number of or-
dinances and institutions, which do honour to his times

be as prudential maxims and social regulations to a
certain extent, how little they are calculated to elevate
or ennoble the human mind, or inspire men with a just
notion of vice and virtue.! Their author bad no cor-
rect notion of the Divine nature: his laws had vo sane-
tion but that of convenience or uecessity ; and not-
withstanding their boasted excellence, have left, from
the time of their promulgation to the preseat day, the
suin total of that inmense nation which professed to
be governed by them, in the thickest darkucss of the
nost degrading idolatry, closely verging upon atheisin
itself ! Not so the Mosaic code ; it was the light that
lightened the universe, and the glory of the peoplo
who were governed by its dictatea. We bave the firn-
est ground and the most ample authority to assert, that
the greatest kings, the wisest statesmen, the most ac-
complished poets and rhetoricians, the most magnani-
mous heroes, and the most holy and useful people that
éver existed, were formed on the model, and brought
up in the bosom, and under the influence of the Mosa-
ic institutions. ’

2. The Institutes of Mecnn, clothed in an English
dress by the elegant band of Sir William Jones, have
been thought to stand in fair competition with the
laws of Moses. The translator, however, who was
hetter qualified than any other man in Europe or Asia
to form a correct judgment of its merits, says—*"T'ho
work now preseated to the European world, contains
abundance of curious matter, extremcly intcresting,
lioth to speculative lawyers and antiquaries ; with min-
ny beauties which neced not to be pointed out ; and
with many blemishes which cannot be justified or pal-
liated. It is a system of despotism and priestcraft,
both indeed limited by law, but artfully conspiring to
give mutual support, though with mutual checks, It
ig filled with strange conccits in metapbysics and vp-
tural philosophy ; with idle superstitions ; and with a
scheme of theology most obscurely figurative, and con-
sequently liable to dangerous misconception. It abounds
with minute and childish forinalities, with ceremonies
generally absurd and often ridiculous ; the punish-
ments are partial and fanciful—for some crimes, dread-
fully cruel, and for others, reprehensibly slight : aud
the very morals, though rigid on the whole, are in one
or two instances, as in the case of light oaths and pi-
ous perjury, unaccountably relaxed.” We u? defy
ity enemies to prove any of these things agalnst the
Pentateuch. Priestcraft and despotism cannot appear
under its sanction : God is King above, and the priest
his servant. The king, who was afterwards chosen,
was ever considered as God’s deputy dr vicegerent ;
he was obliged to rule according to the laws that wero
given by God through Moses ; and was.never perinit |
ted either to change them, or add a single precept or
rite to the civil or sacred code of his country. Thue,
despotism and pricstcraft were equally precluded. lts
rite and ceremonies are at once dignified and expres-
sive ; its punishments are ever such as the natore and
cicumstances of the crime render just and necessary ;
snd its rewards are not such as flow merely from
principle of retributive or remunerative justice, but
from an enlightened and fatherly tenderness, which

and to his people : but however profitable they may
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mgkes obgdience to the laws the highest iuterest of the
subject At the same time that love to God and obe- |
dlmmhu commandments are strongly-incalcated,
loye-and benevolence to man are equally enforoced, to-
gethor with piety, which is the soul of obedience ; pa-
triotismn the life of society ; hospitality to strangers,
and humanity to the brute creation,

8. The Jaws of Zerdust, or Zeratusht, commonly
cailed Zoraster, are incapable of comparison with the
Mosaic code. As delivered in the Zend Avesta, they
cannot so properly be called a system, as a congeries
of puerility, superstition and ahsurdity, with scarcely
a precept or a rite that has any tendency to elevate the
miad or raise man from his state of moral degrada-
tion, to a proper rank in civilized society, or to any
worthy apprehension of the Maker aund Governor of
the universe.

4. The Koran of Mohammed is the only remaining |
competitor that can be supposed to be at all qualified
to dispute the palin with the Pentateuch of Moses;
but the pretensions of this production will soon be set-
tled when it is known that it possessed not one‘excel-
lence, the purity and elegance of its languge except-
ed, which it has not borrowed from the writings of
Moses and the Prophets, or the sayings of Christ and
his Apostles. ‘Thié is a fact which none can success-

most unequivocal evidences. What can be fairly claim-
ed asthe peculium of the Arab lawgiver, makes a mot-
ley mixture with what he has stolen from the book of
God, and is in general ns absurd and weak, as it is,on
the whole, false and wicked. As to tlie boasted mo-
rality of the Koran, it will have as little to exult in of
this kind, when the Law and the Gospel bave taken
from it that of which they have been plundered, as
the daw in the fable had, when the different fowls had
plucked away their own feathers, with which the vain
bird had decorated herself.

5. 'The different systems of the Grecian ethic philo-
sophers cannot come into thisenquiry. They were in
general incongruous and contradictory ; 2nd none of
them was ever capable of forming a sect, that could be
said to have any moral perpetuity.

6. The laws of Lycurgus and Solon could not pre-
serve those states, at the basis of which they were laid;
while the laws of Moses have been the means of pre-
serving the people who held them, amidst the most ter-
rible reverses of what are called fortune and fate, for
nearly the space of 4000 years !

7. The republic of Plntto, of which it is fashionable
to boast, is, when stripped of what it has borrowed
from Moses, like the Utopia of Sir T. Moore, the ae-
rial figment of a philosophic mind, endelire : both sys-
tems are inapplicable and impractical !~ in the present
state of man. To persons under the influence of va-
rious and discordant passions, strongly actuated by self
interest, they never apply. They have no tendency to
change the moral state of society from vice to virtue :
& nation of saiots might agree to regulate their lives
and conduct by them, but where is such to be found ?
Though Plato has borrowed from Moses, yet he has

to fulfil them can be furnished. It is the provinoe |

precepts’and maxims to God, by whont dlone
the revelation of God to make the knave an hmf?
an ; the unholy and profane, pure and pious ; andits -
cause all who act by its dictates to love one anothes,,.
with pure hearts fervently.
8. Onthis subject in general, it ma¥ be necessary i.”
add, that the utmost that can be said of all the laws,
merely huwan, is, that they restrain vices, through tdrs ™
ror of punishmeut. God’s law not only restrains vide;
but it infuses virtue. It alone brings man te the fog
stool of his Maker, and keeps him deptndent on 'the""
strong for strength, on the wise for wisdom, and onthe
merciful for grace. It abounds with promises of supi-
port and salvation, for the present life, whieh no files' |
systein dared to propose : every where, Moses, ia the.
most confident manner, pledges his God for the fuMi+'-
ment of all exceeding great and precious pronﬁ_,‘:
with which his laws are so plentifully interspersed;. .
and while they were obedient they could say-—* MNet
one word hath failed us of all the good things whibh™
the Lord our God spake concerning us.” ' Vﬁo hant
dispassionately reads the Pentateuch,—that considess
it in itself, and in its reference to the glorious Gospel
which it was intended to introduce, can for a mome it
deny it the palm of infinite superiority over all tl!‘él,}
tems ever framed or imagined by man > Well ‘might
the Israelitish peoplé triumphantly cxclaim, * Thepe
is noue like the God of Jeshurun I And with wﬁ;
striking propriety does the glorious- Legislator idﬂE—
« Happy art thou, Israel ! who is like unto theq'! p

people saved of the Lord ! i

Finally. The treasures of wisdom and knowledge
which are amassed in those five books, have enriched
the whole ¢ivilized earth, and indeed greatly promoted
that very civilization. They have been a kind of test
book to almost every writer on geology, geography,
chronology, astronomy, natural history, ethics; jorie-
prudence, political economy, theolozy, poetry, and
criticism, from the time of Moses to the present ddy.
Books to which the choicest writers and philosophers
in pagan antiquity have been deeply indebted ; snd
which were the text books to all the prophets ; bocks
from which the flimsy writers against Divine Revels-
tion have derived their natural religion, and all their
moral excellence ; books written in all the energy l“
purity of the incomparable language in which they are
composed ; and lastly, books which, for importaqes
of matter, variety of information, dignity of sentiment,
accuracy of fucts, impartiality, simplicity and sublist-
ty of narration,—tending to improve and ennoble the
intellect, and ameliorate the physical and morsl coa-
dition of than,—have never been equalled, and can o8-
ly be paralieled by the Gospel of the Son of God |

Fountain of endless mercy, justice, truth, and beneoé-
cence ! how much are thy gifts and bounties

by those who do not read this law,—and by W'h'
having read it, are not morally improved by 16 t“
made wise unto salvation ! T
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AN EPISODE.

TO THE MEMORY OF THE LATE LAMENTED REV.
JAS. MANK, WES. MIS.,, WHO DIED AT C\PE NEGRO,
N. 8., ON CHRISTM\S DaY, 1820, agzp 70; ix
THE SSTH YEAR OF MI3 MINISTRY.

Nor sinks more gloriously in western worlds the
kingly orb of day, whose splendour dazzles with its
beams the wrapt beholder—whilst above, appears a
canopy of clouds, adorned with all the hues of cre-
ative grandeur,—than descends into the lonely man-
sions of the dead the loved and venerated man of
God ! Like that proud orb, mayhap bhe urged his
way, amid clouds and sterms,—but those now fled,
the storm has passed away, and evening, mild with
all its softened radiance, ushers in the quiet scene
and all is calm and tranquil ! And so it was with
thee, thou servant of the Lord, thou messenger of
peace to thousands—-the honored steward of a Sa-
viour’s love. ‘I'he youthful ear hath oft, in breath-
fess awe, heard that inspiring voice, which, like its
Lord’s, epoke but in love ; and whilst it listened,
felt the chords of symputhy were touched, and in re-
sponsive tones, though hushed and still, conld even
then have witnessed the power of Soverelgn "Truth !
And thou, even then, in the hour of Ocean’s peril,*
when the wild storm was howling in its terrors round
the teeble sea-driven bark,—uand then thy soul was
praceful, clinging still eloser, as the danger pressed,
to the loved Cross of Jesus—the cross of Him of
whom it was thy wont to preach, to lave, to honor
and obey. 'T'hen came the accents fprth of promise
—the unmixed language of confidence, unshaken us
t he mountain’s base,—the child of hope ! ‘I'hy
shicld, thy shelter, thy defence, thy rock was Faith—
su fuith victorious in that hour of dread aud dunger :
and which had, amid the storms, the hardsliips, and
the ills of life, proved thy anchor. Evewthen, whilst
quailing ‘’neath the child-like fear of death, and
dreading all its awful, sad realities, how did thy
calm, unrufiled temper, then arrest every wonder,
and surprise,and even mnayhap called furth some latent
spark of envy ata state =0 quici—so serene ! Butall
is over, and death has claimed his prey : nor piety,
nor worth, nor zeal, nor even grace, with all ite tri-
umphs over the mind and man, can ought avail, or
ever remove the doom ! The dread foe, though of
of his sting deprived—thetyrant fell, though shorn of
of victory, asserts his claims 5 and (o its quiet resting
place, away now beurs the mortal remnant, where
the food of worms—the subject of corruption—it
may mingle with its native earth.  And though the
call “¢ was sudden, yet ‘twas safe.”’ Oun enrth thy
work was done, thy woes were past, thy toils were
ended. And though degraded thus, the earihly house,
and all in ruins laid, the soul undying lives ;
breathcs the soft Lalwmy z~phyrs of a ¢lime which
sorrow never reaches, in tie sunshina ot'eternal day
rests undisturbed ; and with the huly ones of ancient
days, awnaits that voice which wakes the #leeping
deud!, and clothed in iinmoartality, comes furih to hear
the kind approval of its Lord,=** Servant of God,
well done’—now come and share with me, with my
elect, my ransomed, my Leloved, the joys and bliss of
glory and of life etcrnal ! Wheiever thy lonely steps
Acadia’s wilds have marked, there, in the sweot re-
snembrance of the heart’s aifections, 8son a rock.' of
adamnan engraved, siill lives a tri!»u(e to thy toils,
thy labour and thy zeal, for souls. For oft, as roun(_i
the social hearth, the sccae ol sweet domestic peace,
the days of other years, with all their doings, are
subjects of detail : there, in all the freshness of
uwakened love and grateful ardour, is Leard in kin-
* Op a poseage from Nova Scotis to ¥ew York,in 1€04.

- distical history, from its firs
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dred accents thy loved name, in tones that tell of
loyalty unshaken, virtue unsullied by the breath of
scaadal, and of a fame increasing with the inoreass
of years. Nor is it seldom that the trace of friand-

ship sheds its pearly drops an offering to thy me-
inory !

29th Oct., 1889, C.

CENTENARY DAY IN PARRSBOROUGH,
CIRCUIT, MACCAN.

Owixg to” the scattered situation of the people we
did not cotnmence our prayer-meeting until ten o’clock.
It was, however, n good tine. At three o’clock
congregation assembled from different parts of the
Circuit, when a Centenary Sermon was preached by
the Rev. W. Wilson, from Num. xxiii. 23 : * What
hath God wrought I when, after some remarks on
the context, the Preacher applied the words to the
great benefit which God has wrouzht in the enrth,thro’
the instrumentality of Wesleyan Methodism : 1. By
the clear views it has given of evangelical doetrines ;
2, By the establishimcnt ol Christinn discipline ; aod
8. By the dissemination of religious knowledge
through the British Empire, and through various
other parts of the world.

Under the first head he took a view of the low state
of religious knowledge when the Wesleys and Whit-
fi:ld commenced their lnbours. He showed that the
doctrines of Methodisin were not new doctrines, but
those very doctrines which were preached by the Apos-
tles, and found in the New Testament; and which
were afterwards preached by the Reforiners, nnd are
embodied in the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy of
the Church of Fnglund.  He showed that while
Methodism bolds the fundamental doetrines of Chris-
tianity in common with all other orthodox churches |
yet it gives n prominency to the doctrines of justifi-
calion by fuith, the wilness of the Spiril, and entire
sanctification. e glanced ut the Culvinistic contro~
versy ; he showed the character und tendency of
Arianism ; and cautioned his boarers agoinat that er-
ror, particularly as nitempts are now mn.h'mg in rome
parts of this Proviuce, to spread Arianisin under
Jifferent name. lle showed the part that Me-
thodism has taken agniust Popery ; and that it je
the wisdom and duty of &ll Protestant Churebes to
unite axainst the superstitions, absurdities, and iniqui-
ties of the Church of Rome.

He observed that by the Jdoctrinca of Methodiam
multitudes have Leen enlizhteoed aud turned 10 ghe
Lorl. ) 7 ‘

Under the sceond head, htf gave n\ io,-.w of the dis-
cipline of Methodizin, from the adinizsion of wer-

: S TR s o Rem
Lers into society, to the adyiission o ministers 10

full connevion,

" Under the third head he gave an abstractof Metho-

t rise in Oxford to the

present time. In doing wlich, he gave nu'nccuum

of the different pariies vho had branched trom us |
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by exhortqng all present to be thankl’ul for their re-

gilious privileges, aud,to improve them ; and likewise

to pray more fervently for the out-pouring of the
“Spirit and the evangelization of the world.

The Sermon, though long, wus listened to with’
breathless attention. After preaching, the Sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper was administered to the
memlers of Society, thus brought together for the
first, and perhaps, for the last time, from different
places, to the extent of nearly 70 miles.

As we have no Sabbath School in Macecan, our
evening Tea Party consisted of our members and
particular friends, who were admitted by ticket. A
place belonging to Mr. Caleb Lewis, our Society
Steward, was purposely fitted up. It was carpeted
and tastefully decorated with evergreens. At the up-
per end of the room was a beautiful portrait of Mr.
Wesley. Over the portrait, in large lettera, were the
words, ¢ GLorY To Gop IN THE HIGHEST,” on the
right of the portrait, ¢ What Aath God wrought !’ on
the left, the dying words of Mr. Wesley, *‘ The best of
all 3», God s wilh us ;> and under the portrait,
the words, ¢ Tue CexTENARY OF MrETHODISM.”

Upwards of 100 members and friends sat down to an
excellenttea. After tea, the chair was taken by W-
Smith, Esq., one of the oldest members in Mactan.
Addresses were delivered by the Chairman, by the
Rev. W. Wilson, and Mr. George Stirling. The
remainder of the evening was spent in singing and
prayer. The greatest possible harmony prevailed, a
gracious influence seemed to pervade the whoe meet-
ing ; and so delighted were the people that they would
scarcely separate at eleven oclock. It wasa day
“that will not be soon. forgotien ; and we trust the re-
collection of it will attach our people more strongly to
Methodism, and lead them to pray more fervently to
Almighty God for a more extensive revival of his
work .

Cumberland, Nov. 1st. 1889.

D

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE CENTENARY
FUND IN THE PARRSBOROUGH CIRCUIT.

Gilbert Lawrence, Esq, £2 0 0
Mrs G. Lawrence, . 110
David Lawrence, . . 0 5
Mrs Sarah A Pugsley, .
Mrs Mary E Coates,
Amos F Lawrence,
Jane Lawrence, .
Gilbert C W Lawrence,
Eunice M Lawrence, .
‘C'homas J ' Lawrence,
Caroline A Ld&wrence,
Cecelia R Lawrence,
Caleb Lewis, .o
William Ri'“i{

Mrs William, npley,
Mrs. Crawford,

Daniel Dnckwnlon.

Jane Coates,

Sarab McCoy, ;
‘Tryphenia Harrison,
Nancy Brown,

Mnn Pugsley,

: Lowther,
th Fi’upley, :
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William McDonald,
John Black, . .
Miriam Bennett, .
Thomas Read, .
Mr. Thomas Read,
John Read, . .
Mrs. John Read, .
Charles E Lockhart,
John McDonald, .
Mary Sterling,
John Roach,
Lavinia Duckson,
Anonymous, =~ .
Mr John Fisber, .
Mrs Fisher, . .
Robert Crane Fisher,
One Child in heaven,
*Rev William Wilson, *
Mrs Elizabeth Wilson,
Miss Ann Finch, .
Charles Finch ;Wnlson,
Elizabeth Ann Wilson,
Arabella M Wilson,
Matilda F Wilson,
Amelia K Wilson, ‘
William Fred. Wilson,
Augustus E Wilson,
Mary Lusanna Wilson,
William Hnmpbry and
family

ot
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i0 0 ¢
5 06

£15 0 0
116
180

£41 5 0
*This sub. was included in the first Halifax list.

GUYSBOROUGH CENTENARY MEETING

Ox Wednesday evening, the 9th inst, our Cen-
tenary Meeting was held for this Circuit, in the
Chapel in Town. The evening was unfavourshie,
being dark, rainy, and cold. A small congreptm.
therefore, was present : the following is the list of
subscriptions, at present, for the Circuit. £56 bs. of
which were handed in at the Charlotte Tows Ser
tional Meeting, Oct. 1839.

Edwnrd Cunningham, .

Es

Mrs. %unnmgham.

L. A. Cunningham,

H. I. Cunningham,

In memory of an in-
fant, E. E. Cun-
ningham, .

E. G. Cunmngham, :

W. O. Heffernan, Esq.

In memory of his first
wife, deceased,

The present Mrs. H.,

In memory of a beloved
Neice, E. C. Cun-
ningham, .

As a taken of esteem
For Rev. W. Webb,

Mr. C. Jost, this year,

Mrs. C. Jost, .

Mr.J. Jost, and fnlmly,

Miss Ta lor,

A lover of Methodnsm,

Mr. William Moir,

Mrs. Moir, .

*Rev. A. W, McLeod

Mrs. A. W. McLeod,

A.H. 1. McLeod,

E. E. McLeod,

A.D. McLeod,

Collection,
CentenaryTea Meetmg,

£
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ltm:mory of a beloy-
ed father, A. W.

McLeod, Faq., ; $10 O
In memory of a belov-

ed mother and sister, $10 0 20 0 O
Abner Atwater, Eoq., 210 O
Francis Cook, Esq., 210 0 .
Mrs. F. Cook, . . 1 00 $10 O
Mr. W. McKeough, . 10 ©
Mrs. W. McKeough, . . 10 0 o.
Mr. James Hattie, . 1 00
Mrs. James Hattie, . 1 0 O 2 0 0
Mr. Henry Baker, 1 00
Mr. Stephen Ullite, 5 0 0
Mr. J. Harn, . . 110 O
Mrs. J. Hart, . . 1 00
Mr. J. Harv’s family, 2 0 0 410 0
Mr. J. Dennis, . 110 0
Mrs. Dennis, . 110 © $ 00
Mr. William Hart, 5 0 0
Mrs. W. Hart, 5 0 0
W. H. Hart, 1 00
James E. Hart, . 1 00
A. W. Hart, 1 00 13 0

. . 0
Mr. Williain G. Scott, 1 6-0

Mr. William Scott, 10 0

Mrs. Tyrus Hart, 00

Do for two children, 1 0O 2 00

Mr. James Atwater, 10 0
£110150

*This subscription was included in the first Halifox list.

REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN THE PARRS-
BOROUGH CIRCUIT.
ADVOCATE HARBOUR.

It is only about two years since Methodism was intro-
duced into this place, previous to which time the people
were in a state of great moral destitution. Mr. George
Sterling, a respectacle local preacher in this Circuit,
first visited the harbour. He laboured there for some
time without any apparent success. Inthe month
of December last, some excitement was produced
among the people, which induced a hope that the
labour bestowed was not altegether in vain. This ex-
citement however, was only evanescent, it soon pns-
red away, and under such discouragement did Mr.
Sterlihg labour for several months afier this, that he
thought of discontinuing his visite. But in the month

-of April last, God was pleased te pour out bis spirit ;

and onc evening, during preaching, nany were
awakened, and seven found peace with God. The
next day, there was a general feeling among the peo-
ple, so that the woods and barns resounded with the
bitter groanings of the penitent, or with the praises
of those who had recently fouryl a sense of God’s for-
giving love.

Among other remarkable instances of earnestness
for salvation may be noticed, that two vessels were
in the harbour ready for sea, and several among the
crews of those vessels were under deep distress of
mind, and they resolved not to go tosea until God
spoke peace to them; which he did in mercy tBe next
day. During the week 85 persons were enabled to

testify, that *‘ the Son of man hath power on earth to

furgive sins.” Since that time the word of the Lord

ey ————rx e

has gone on steadily, until it bhas had m—inﬂ;aa?v:
more or less, on every family in the place.

Ou the 29th. of September, 1 visited the harbour,
and it was certainly one of the most interesting Mix-
sionary excursions | ever made. Every one with
whom [ conversed had something to say of God's
mercy to them ; while the praises of the Redeemer
were heard from persons of nll ages; from the lips
of little children to the man that stoops with years.

The place occupied as a Chapel is a house with
the partitions of the rooms taken out. During preach-
ing this plage was crowded to excess. 1 formed a
society, and admitted 39 persons on trial. 1 also
baptized by sprirkling, 9 adults, and 29 children, most
of those admitted into society, have found a senee of
the pardoning mercy of God.

Wittiaw Wirson,
i ————— e e Y

Reviein. o

The Methodist Ministry Defended : or a Reply to
the Arguments in favour of the Divine Inststution
ard the Uninterrupled Succession of Episcopacy ;
as besing essential o a trueCAurch and a Seriplural
Ministry, as stated in a leller lo the author, by the
Rev. Cuarres J. Sureve, Reclor of Guysborough--
in & series of lellers addressed to that Reverend
Gentleman. By Avexinper McLeoo. pp. 107
Cunnabell. Price 1s. 6d. '

(Continued from page 815.)

Inthe New Testament, only two orders of ministcrs
are spoken of as connected with the Church of Christ,
that is bishops or preshyters, and deacons. The
words, preshyter and bishop, are used indiffererently
for thesame class of persons ; and Deacons were
inferior officers or ministers of the church whose
principal business appears to have beea, to transact
s secular affuirs.

Mr. McLeod’s argument in favour of the primitive
equality of presbyters and bishops is too long for in-
sertion in this review ; Lut we think it will be difli-
cult for the Rev. Rector to answer it. We refer
our readers to it. It will be found p. 22—29,

Page 31, Mr. McLeod introduces a very important
argumentfrom Parkhuret, ncd we think it woull have
heen well if he had put that argument in a distines
parngraph. The quotation is from lsdiah Ix. 17,and in
Hebrew, is as follows : —

“ We—sham!i paquedlik Sholom, we—negoshik
tzadkah,” which is rendered, I will aiso make thy
officers peace, and thine exaciors rightecusnesss .

‘The nouns ‘¢ paquediik,” and *‘ negoshik,” to
which ¢ sham(i” relates, nre hoth very expressive,
¢ Paquedlik,” is from the verl ** paqued,” and sig-
nifies in the conjugation of *“ kal’’ ** to appoiot as an
overscer, to charge, give in charge o trust,”” Gen.
xxxvix. 4, Num. iii. 10, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 23 ; and
when used as a noun, it signifies “a person placed in
a trust, a charge or office, an oversecr, officer, depu-
ty,” 2 Kings xxv. 19, ii. Chron, xxiv. 11, and corrcs-

. ponds with the word ¢ episcopos,” biebop or overseer,

inthe New Testament. ** Nagosaik,” is from the
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root * nagosh ;> and asa verb signiﬂes' ‘ to squeeze
out, extort, as money or labour,” 2 Kings xxiii. 25,
lsaiah lviii. 3, when used as a noun, ‘‘ an exactor of
labour or inoney, a task master, Exod. iii. 7, Dan. xi
90. ‘T'hus the Prophet, describing the constitution,
80 to speak of the Christian Church, speaks of only
two classes of officers or ministers. The overscers,
bishops, or pastors, are the exactors to which dea-
cons or those who inanage the temporal affairs of the
church exactly correspond. It iz, therefore, with
great propriety, Parkhurst adils the following note :
‘“ Clement, in his first epistle to the Corinthians, car-
ries the wmatter much farther. 1 will appoint their
overseers (hishops) in righleousness, and their minis-
ters (deacons) in faith;” and producesit as a prophe-
cy of the Apostle’s appointing the two offices of
bishops (or preshbyters,) and deacons in the Church.

Upon this Mr. McLeod observes,— Whatever
may be thought of this application of Isaiah’s prophe-
¢y, one thing is certain, that Clement declares in the
most express and unequivocal terins, that the Apos-
tles appointed over the churches bishops and dea-
eons ounly, and thut they ¢ provided these by the
Serair.”

Mr. Shreve’s letter does not cover quite six pages
of the work hefore us, of which nearly two pages
are employed in attempting to prove the divine an-
thority of Diocesan E.piscopacy from the ancient Fa-
thers, while, ns Mr. McLcod observes, *“ your proofs
Srom Scriplure, with your remarks upon themn, occu-
py not wore than thirly lines.” page 13.

Mr. McLeod’s observations on Mr. Shreve's quo-
tations from the ancient Futhers, is worthy of an at-
tentive perusal ; they extend from page 80 to page
47, we shall quote only three paragraphs.

“I.ct me here remind you that the principal pointin
debate, and on which, i fact, the whole cause turns
is, not whether three orders were in existence as
early as the tintes of lenatuz, for heis the first Father
you quote, but whether there wuas originally a dis-
tinction between preshyters and bishops, and that by
divine appointinent.  ‘This is the question ; and
which, I conceive, can only be truly and properly de-
cided by the testimony of" Holy Writ.  But as yon
sppeal to the primitive Fathers, I would further re-

mind you, that to cause thein to support your cause,

it is nat sutficient to show from their writings that
three distinct orders were in existence at that time,
but tha: they plainly attribute this distinction to di-
vine tnstilution. _For though I were to grant that a
distinction between preshyters and Bishops did then
exist, ity diving institution did uot follow therelrom
ns a natural consequence ¢ it mieht have Leen ooca-
rioned by mere prudential repulation.” page 30,

strength of the arguinent.  For it is admitted that
Diocesan Llpiscopacy came into existence at an eurly

period of the Christian Churel 5 aud that some o' !
the ancient Fathers intheir wiitings, referred (o it |

ns existing in their time ; but beture those ancient
Fathers can be fuirly pleaded even as corrohorative
cvidences for its divine authority, it must be shown
that they inculeated it as a doctrine of the New Tes-
tament,

This, however, Mr.
Mo, MeLeod, after a eritical examination of Mr,

Shreve’s quotations from the ancient Pathers, says,— |

“The voice of antiquity is azainst yvow, that is,
against the original tnequalily or order hetween
bishops'and presbyters, and the divine tnstitution of

three distinct orders of bishops, priests and deacous. ;

This is the question atissue; aud not one of the
witnesses you have produced, when cross-examined,
deposeth in your fuvour; while many ot them, to-
pether with those I have adduzed, speak point blank

Shireve has nat shown 3 and |

against the divine appointmeat of your Episcopacy,
Instead, therefore, of having only * the dictum of the
three lust ceuturies,” to oppose to your pretensions
the appeal is ¢ fearlessly and confidently” made (o
the unprejudiced reader, if instead of this being the
case, the advocates of the original equalily or order
between bishops and presbyters, and the Aumaen ig-
stitution of Episcopacy, in your sense of the word,
have not in their favour the positive testimony of
the New Testament, and primitive Fathers, as far as
writings are free from interpolations ?” page 47,

Mr. Shreve seems to have found two distinct aad
separate Chiirches, both Episcopal, and therefors se-
cording to htm, both JApostolical. One is a Chueeh
in India ; and the other, is The Church of Englend.

Ofthe Church in India, we have little more than ea
account of a conversation between ‘¢ The celebrased
Missionary Buchamn,” and ¢ Mar Dionysing, ‘the
metropolitan of the Syrian Church.” Of the Chureh
of England however, Mr. Shreve expatiates to a con-
silerable length.

The Rev. G. Boyd of Philadelphia is quoted 1o
prove that the Gospel was preachad in Britain by 8,
Paul—John Le Clerk and Hugs Grotius, are quoted
to prove that Episcopacy was the ‘“ primevel form.”

It would certainly have been very satisfactory if
Mr. Shreve had first proved that St. Paul, or indeed
that some one ofthe JApostles ever was in England,
before any reference was made to the Aistory of the

¢ ‘U'he Church of Eoglund which was planted by the

Apostles.”

‘The fact iz, there is no clear proof that St. Paul or
any one of the Apustles ever was in England ; and
until this be clearly proved, to talk of the Apoatles as
having ¢ planted” the Church in England, is absurd.

(To be continued.)

THhe T cesltnan. '

I'ALIFAX, MONDAY, NOEMELR 18, 18%..

TO CORRESPONDENTS
Boox Dzror.—The books for the establishment of
a Depot in Halifax, as well as the periodicals for the
Stations, have not arrived by the ‘“'Thalia” as wa

- cxpected—and  this must Le our general answer to
| the numerous applications for hooks which huve besn
received. The brig Fleta sailed from London for
Dthis port, Oct. 13th, and by her they will be coné-
| dently looked for, and will be Jestributel immediate-

The above paragraph certainly eantains the very |

Y.

Errara.—DPuza 314, ficst colunn, line 13 frosy the bet-
toin, for ¢ guestion,”” read guotation ; line Gfromtlwbl’t
tom, fur ¢ this is the opinion of the Rector of Gaysboreugh

read, then is the opouion of the Rector of Guys ’
i second column, for *¢ clici) otoresauiis’ read cheirolonssan-

tes.

I'roin the Colonial Pearl.

Meciuzaxtces’ Institere.—Doctor Grigor delivered 8
lecture on last Weduesday evening on Phrenology, and is to

; continue the subject.  The Doctor stated his jotention 1@ be,
| (0 treat of the oppenents, the advocates, the progress sud

the uses of the Science. 'The lecture of last Wednesday

cvening was on the two former topics, and comprised a re-

: g ¢
{ view of ths controversy which has been going on, and th .

results of it. The Doctor is a zealous Phrenologist, “"’ E':
Lis side a complete triumph in every stage of the diszussio
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Ne doubt the Phrenologists have done mnueh good in tura-
ing men’s micds from the dull dreams of the metaphysicians,
to practical views of man’s mental organization,—and, in
evimbiting—whut might be apparent from mere, unlearned
observation—that ditiereat men have diferent capabilities and
propensities, and that the same aclievements aund virtues
should no more be expected from all winen alike, than that the
grey hound, ad !}!e mastiff and the water spaniel should
have the same habits.  But do they not carry their views to
too great an extreme, and particularize and dogniatize in
matters which evade the search of haman intellect ?

Tbe Doctor’s next lecture wil be more interesting to a
inixed audience, than bius last,—it will, we uonderstand, give
the principles and applications of the Scienco,

We wse the term Science in connection with this branch of
study, because it is castomary to do o, aithongh we doubt
the propriety of the application, and think that it is of much
conscquence that proper termsonly should be used in matters
of serions speculmion.  Phrenology, ‘is a branch of know-
ledge consisting of certain deductwons from certain facts,—
but other explanations are given of these facts and the de-
ductions are disputed. A Science we understand to be, a
theory and a series of rules, founded on a body of indisputn-
e facts; which fucts, in their existence and their results, can
be demonstrated,—and from which no other rules or theory
could be deduced without involving glaring absurdity and
contradiction : Science, means something settled, proved,
on which all who are initiated must rest thoroughly satisfi-
cd, and which deals with the discovered and demonstrated es-
sences of subjects. —Phrenology may have claims to the term,
but it has been disputed, and scems doubtful yet awhile,
whatever may be arrived at, in future stages of the study.

NEWS,FORLIGN AND DOMESTIC.

The Great Western again brings latest news from Eu-
rope to New York, and scatters it thence, over the continent,
some weeks in the advance of Packets and all other modes of
conveyance. A beautiful demonstration this, on a vast scale,
ef the power which science gives to man.

Londgn dates are to the 18th October. The prospects
of llarvest, bappily, are much better than we had reason to
expect from previous intelligence
seems to be generally expected.
had a brightening aspect ; cash was flowing in from the
Continent and the United States and Mexico,---and apprehen-
sions had been allayed if mot altogether dissipated.

Lord Durham, itis said, goes Ambassudor to Turkey.
The Atlantic, new Steam Ship, about the sizc of the Great
Wester, was nearly ready for lawnching. Two 80 zun line
of battle ships were to be commenced at Chatham. A lud
threw himself fromn the Monument on Oct. 13,--- another
on the melancholy list of most extraordinary suicides.

Runejeet Singh, the old Indian Ally of the English, died
at his capital, Lahore. At his funeral the murder of six
persons was perpetrated, by burning, as a sacrifice to the de-
parted tyrant. The Christian allies phould, if they could,
effectually discountenance such abominations. Can Christians
and the sons of Belial be united, without all being suspected
to be alike ?--France, it is said has determined to recognize

and a fair average crop
Yhe money market also,

-the independence of Texas, and many indications of ex-

tensive emigration, to this lately foanded slaveholding State,
were observable in England.--Nothing of consequence appcear,
respecting Spain. Don Carlos, happily, is in the safe keep-
ing of the French, and a formal renunciation of the throne
which he has so long embroiled, was expected at his hand.
Soms of his Generals still keep the field, and Fspertaro was
on the eve of auacking them; bat it is to be boped, that,
they will not make more than a show of resistance, for m_e
sske of obtainiog terms : their master is a prisoner, and his
eause is at an ebb which seems beyond the reach of any fur-
ther flow.--Riots among thc manufactaring populauon had
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occurred at Ghent---No new movements of consequence
appear in tho East.  Russia had offered the Tultan 260,000
men ta aswist againet the Pachn, if the Fgvptian forces shoutd
again take the field, Mehemet holds the ficet and seems
not inclined to relinqeish this advaulage, cxeept on his owa
terms,

Canada nppeared quiet st last accounts. The Respons:.
Lility agitation was still felt in the discnssions of partics.---
Mr. Burke now called Dr. Burke, who lactured some time
ogo in Malifax on Phrenology, was lecturing at Quebee.

In the United States, mntters appeared to be calming
down,~-the suspension of specie paymerts had not spread.
Now York and Boston remained firm, and exhibited no
signs of retreating from the position taken up. Ewigration
was sctting in force to the Went,-—-Another Fire occarred
at Molile, on the 10th, and destroyed about 830 hosses.
Bapds of Gamblers, some of whose (raternity bad become
the victims of Lynch law, were blamed for these aw(ul
conflagratious.

“The Mechanics' Institute of St. John, N. B. was opoaed
by a lecture from M. H. Perly, Esq.

The Truro Literary and Scientific Society is_to be open-
cd on Nov. 21, by A. Archibald, Isq.

Mr. James Leonard, carpenter, was drowned by the
upsetting of 4 boat, in which he was crossing the harbour, oa
Friday evening last. A child of Mr. Duckett was =0 in-
Jured by fire as to be deprived of life during the week. Otlier
accidents of a simiilar nature Lave Leen reported.

Sl s §

MIARRIAGES,

On the 5th inst. by the Rev. C. Churchill, Mr. Maurice L.
Bowen, to Mies Ann Bowes, Loth of this town.

On the 12ih inst. by the Rev. C. Churchill, Mr. Joseph Perry,
to Miss Maria Davison, both of Shelburne.

. On the 17th inst. by the Rev. C. Churchill, Mr. Charles Parr,
to Miss Mavia Jennett, both of tlis town.

At .'\’cwp‘url, on the 8th inst. by the Rev. 3 1. Murdoeh, My,
Robert Salter, to Jane, fom th dangliter of Me John Chambiers,

At Carlisle, July 29th, by the Rev. John Johinson, Minister of
the Established Church, My Thomas Cook Almony, a native of En-.
gland, to Mary Jane, third danghter of Perry Dumareesq, Kegr.
of Dalhousie, and Collector of H M Cuatome, Bay de Chalenr.

At Miramichi, on the 4th inst. by the Rev. R Archibali,
Captain Francis J McAlpine, of Halilux, to Martha, youngest
daughter of J Rainnie, Esqr. of Aberdeen.

On Saturday eveaing last, by the Venerable Archdeacon Willis,
Mr. G. “F. Fillis, to Miss Lliza C. Davis, bath of thia town.

On Sunday, 3! inst. by the Venerable Arcluleacon Willis, Capt
J. Grant, to Elizabeth, third dungiter of the fate Mr. ‘Fhomae
. Fenerty.

DEATHS.

Last evening, Mrs. Ann Ritchie, Matron of the Poor’s Asy-
Jum,—her funcral will take place on Wednesduy at.3 o'clock,
when the friends of the family are invited to attend.

Oa Sunday 9th, inst. Emma Mary, only danghter of the Rev.
Doctor Twining, in the 17th year of her age.

On Friday Tth inst. of Apoplexy, aged 55 years, Mr Daoiel
Buckley a native of Cork, Ireland, and for many years s resperi-
able inhabitantof this towu; by this bereavement a wife and
three children are left to deplore the loss of a kind and loving
busband and an indulgent and exemplary parent.

Suddenly, on Baturday night, 8th inst. in the 60th year of ber
age, Mary relict of the late M:.Henry thil. .
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_ SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS.

« Where thou sowest thy seed and waterest it with
thy foot as a garden of herbs.” Deut. xi. 10.

Rain seldom falls in Egypt ; the land being chiefly
watered by the Nile. In order to water the grounds
where the inundations do not extend, water is collect-
od ig poods, and directed in streamlets to the different
parts of the field, where irrigation is necessary. Itis
no unusual thing in the East, to see a man with a
small mattock, muking a little trench for the water to
rua into ; and as he opens the passage the water fol-
lowing, be uses Ais foot to raise up the mould against
the side of this little chabael, to prevent the water
from being shed uanecessarily beforc it reaches the
place of its destination. Hence he may justly be said
to water the ground with Ais fool.— Harmer.

Dr. Shaw, when speaking of the Egyptians, says,
—* W hen their various sorts of pulse require to be
refreshed, they strike out the plugs that are fixed in
the bottom of the cisterns (wherein they preserve the
water of the Nile ;) and then the water gushing oug,
is conducted from one rill to another by the gardener,
who is always ready, as occasion requires, to stop
and divert the torrent, by turning the ecarth against it
with Ais foot, and opening at the same time with his
mattock, a new treuch to receive it. This method of
tonveying inoisture and nourishment to a land rarely
or never refreshed with rain, is often alluded to in

" the Holy Scripture ; where also it is made the dis-

tinguishing quality betwixt Egypt and the land of

' Canaan.”—Shaw’s Travels. p. 408,

¢ And with the sole of my feet 1 have dried up all
rivers of the besieged places.” Isiab xxxvii. 25. '
But how wilh the sole of his foot'? Vitringa is of

opinion, that the Prophet here, as in other places

alludes to the practice of the Egyptians, among whom
where very commonly used certain bydraulic ma.
chines, called by him Aelices, which being worked and
‘turned round by the sole of the foot, served to draw
up water from canals or rivers for the supply of their
fields aud gardens, or to empty ditches. 'These Ae-
lices appear to have been large wheels furnished on
the outside with steps, (like our water mills,) by
meaus cf which, the labourer turns the machine round
with the sole of his foot, in order to draw up the
water ; whilst in the mean time he lays hold on a stay
fixed in the upper part of the machine, and so sup.
ports himself, and thus uses bis hands instead of feet ;
and his feet instead of hands, as Philo cited by Vi.
tringa expresses himself.—Parkhurst.

«« And behold seven ears of corn came up upon one
stalk.” -Gen. xli. 5.

This remarkable emblemn, which appear to us an
unusual and monstrous productior, has always been
considered as a liberty taken with nature, by way of
furnishing a symbol ; whereas the fact is, that a spe-
cies of wheat which grows in Egypt, does actually
‘bear, when perfect, this number of ears on one stalk,
as its natural conformation. It differs from oursin
‘having a solid stem, or at least a stem full of pitb, in

‘order to yield sufficient nourishment and support to

&

so great a weight ag the ears which: it bears.-Cpm-
prehensive Bible. . L
‘“There is a species of wheal called Egyptian :
which, having had some of it in my own garden, 1
have often seen and examined, and which bears oig
or seven ears, shooting from the main ear in the mid,
dle.”—Parkhurst. N
Lire.—0O, how many ties there are to bind thf
soulto earth ! When the strongest are cut asundey,
and the spirit feels cast loose from every d whi
connects it with mortality, how imperceptibly do
one little tendril after another become entw
about it, and draw it back with gentle viojencp }
who thinks he has but one love is always m
The heart may bave one overmastering
more powerful than all the rest, which, ﬁo the ma
byt i o

root ol the tree, is that which supports it-; b
be cut away, it will find a thousand minuts .
still clinging to the soil of humanity. Auv sheq
passion may fill up the soul, and, while it lag
throw a shade over the vurious obligations, gad’
infinite inultitude of kindnesses and teader apsof
tions that bind us to mankind ; but when tbat
these are seen to twinkle in the firmament of §fe, as
the stars shine after the sun has gone down, Even
the brute, and the lilies of the field, that neither toil
nor spin, put in their silent claims ; and the beart
that woul(l have spurned the world settles gmietly
down again upon its bosomn.

AT PRIVATE SALE. :
HAT new and well-finished-Dwelling and Lotof

Ground, in Argyle Btreet, south of the Old Wegloyan :
The situation is very eligible. The house iscoptrived ﬂm
uch a inanner as to make it am uacommonly co

ersous desirable of purchasing may inspéct it on_spplicathis to
Halitax, Jaly 15. HENRY @ UILL.

Terms ¢

The \Wesleyan each nnmber containing i6p: imperial ie
pnblished every other Monday (evenlngg) bv.‘\?m. Cnm
Oftice, head of Marchington's wharf, Halifax, N. 8. Terms: Beven Sail-
lings aud Sixpence per annum; by mail, Eight S8hillings and Niso-
pence (including postage) one half always in advamce. All commy-
niu&ion- must be addressed to the Ageut of the Wesleysa, Hel-
x, N. 3,

N. B.- Exchange Papers should be addressed to ths Offse o
ahe Wesleyan, Hulifax, N.S.

Halifax, General Agent—John H. Anderson Esq.
Windsor—Mr. T. McMurray.
Liverpool—John Campbell, Esq.
Yarmouth——Mr. Daniel Gardiner.
Guysborough——E. J. Cunaingham, Esq.

J.ower Rawdon——J. J. Blackburn, Esq.

The Gore——Wm. Blois, Esq.
Shubenacadie——Richard Smith, Esq.
Horton—-J. N. Crane, Exq.

Woliville—R. Dewolf, Esq.

Bill Town——-N. Tupper, Esq.

Cornwallis—1J. Lockwood and II. Harrington, Bsgre.
Newport—Rev. W. Wilson,
Rennucon'\é—F:‘lr. C. H;;ywood.

Digby——N. F. ley, Esq.

Lawrence Town and Kentville—S8. B. hipm an, Beq.
Aylesford——Rev. Peter Sleep.

Annapolis and Bridgetown——Rev. G. Jobnson.
She't.irno—=A. H. Cocken, Esq.
Luneniurg——Rev. W. E. S8henstone.
Wallace—Mr. 8. Falton.

Parrsboro'—=Rev. H. Pope.

Amherst——Mr. Amos Truemans.

Sydney, C. B——Lewis Marshall, Esq.

Charlotte Towa P. B. l——Mr. leasc 8 mith.
Bedeque, P. E. I—John Wright, Esq.

8t. John, N. B——Henry J. Thorne, q.
Frederictan, N. B——Rev. F. 8mallwood.
Richibucto, N. B—Thomas W. Wood.

St. Davids, N. B——D. Young, Eaq. Eeq. '
Westmoreland, N. B—Stepben Traeman, Esc-
8t. Andrews N. B—Rev A. Desbrissy.
Miramichi, N. B——Rev. W. Temple.

Bathunt, N. B—Rev. W. Leggott.

R = G o ™ N e ] e o e

Nl

P e U N e N S N




