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JAMES CROIL
IN TIHE COUNTY OF DUNDAS

1845 - - 1870







From tHE MORRISBURG

Javes Croin, son of o West Indin
in Gl ith
September, 1821 5 educated at the New
Academy, Edinburgh ; the GrangeSchool,
Sunderland, and

merchant, was born

LOW,

T niversity

Cilasgow
After an apprenticeship of two years to

farming in East Lothian, then as now

the garden of Scotland, he suiled for
New York in the emigrant ship “Clyde,”

and reached his destination after afine

voyage of forty days, to find the ther

mometer indicating 1060 in the shade.

Thence to Montreal, oceupied fom
aays by steamer and stage, and the
seventeen miles of railway from St

John's on Lake Champlain to La

at that time was the only pa

railway in Canada, opencd for tratiic in
1837.  That was in 1841, when he cani
to visit his brother William, who some

years previously had purchased Stace;
Island, a beantiful and fertile tract ol
land of 2,000 acres, sitnated in the St
Lawrence near the head of the La

mgne

ult rapids, where e resided for twenty

yoars, administering his  estate  with
patriarchal simplicity and earing for his
Seottish tenantry with parental aticetion,

His second voyage in 1844 "('r'xl]ﬁwl
forty-two days, and was relieved from
monotony hy a mutiny of the in
the
pilot took charge of the ship off Sandy

Hook.

crew

midocean, which continued until

Such of the cabin passengers as

ined the cook, the carpenter and
the ship’s officers to shorten sail or shake
ont a reef, as might be needed.  Among
their
were the subjeet of this sketeh and his
life-long friend, Robert Graham, who

those who volunteered services

was 8o long associated with the Montreal
Star,
In 1545 Mr. Croil pnrchased the old |
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Crysler Farm in the township of Wil
lamsburg, to which he gave the name of

Archerfield, in remembrance of the bean

tiful property of that name in Bast
Lothian, dear to him in the days of his
apprenticeship. — The  farm  oceupied

about H00 acres of land fronting on the
St. Lawrence, nearly one-half of which
wis as yet primeval forest,  Here M.
Croil that farming in

Canada was very different from that in

soon learned
East Lothian, and that he must serve a
second apprenticeship, but it did not
his lot
had been cast in a pleasant place, and

take long to convinee him that

that the inhabitants of Dundas county,
taken as a whaole, were as fine a people
as one coudd wish to meet, and that he

h

L much to learn from his exemplary
They of

German lineage, members and descend

neighhbor were nearly all
ants of the United Empire Loyalists
who were located here by the British
Goovernment at the close of the

by

war

1783 and religion were nearly all
Lutherans,
habits,

honest in thelr transactions, every man'’s

Frngal and industrious in

their th

were serupulonsly

word being considered as good as his
hond.
s the following @ Bouek, Brouse, Broef
fle, ook,
Crysler, Frymive, Doran, Empey, Haines,
Hickey, ,\lt'l'l\'ll'_\'.
Shaver, Snyder, Schwerdfeger, Weagant,
Weager, Whittaker and Willard.

I[n those days they had neither reap

Among them were such names

Carman, Casselman, Cloons,

Haynnga, Loucks,

ing nor thrashing machines, and it goes
without saying that the women had no
sewing machines. The grain was reaped
The thrash-
ing floor in the great old barn resembled

by seythe, sickle or eradle.

that of Orvnan, the Jelmsite, three thons




and years ago ; the only difference being
that, instead of oxen, the grain was
treaded out hy barefooted horses and
colts,  One on the men, George Cassel-
man, was acconnted the best eradler in

the county, and did his work with
astonishing  rapidity and even grace-
fully.

MEMEERS OF PARLIAMENT.
The carly members of Parliament for
II|| connty of Dundas were @ Alexander
.unplu 17 Colonel Fraser 1797,

| ed in the lumber business,

the old U E. Loyalist stock. They
came l-.\ll-n».l\n-ly and suceessfully engag-
During many
years they represented the county in
Parlinment and enjoyed the respect and
confidence of the entire community.
They were all liberal supporters of the

be

| Lutheran church.

i Weager 1800, Major  Henry
\Ivlklu v 1804, Colonel Johm  Crysler
1808, Peter Shaver 1824, George Brouse |

John Cook 1830, George MeDonell
John Pliny Crysler 1848, Jesse W,
Rose 1852, J. William Cook 1857,

Polities ran high in those days, when
Liberals and Conservatives ousted each
other in sueeession. None of these men
had 4 more memorable career  than
CoroNerL Joux CrysLer, who came to
this country in 1784, “a drummer boy,”
fifteen years of age ; he early engaged in
merchandise and acquired a large for-
tune—as farmer, merchant, justice of the |
peace, colonel of militia, representative
of the county in Parliament for sixteen
years,  He was a man of note and
extensive influenee ; his hospitality knew
no bounds, and the large ball room in
the old Crysler mansion bore unmistak-
able testimony to the convivial spirit of
the times,  Rapidly, however, as he had
acenmulated his handsome fortune, even
more swiftly did his riches take wings
to themselves and flee away.,  Colonel
Crysler died in Fineh in 1850, aged 81,
His son, Jonx  Prisy, ocenpied  for
many years a position of high standing
in the community, having represented
the county in Parliament for mne years,
My, Crysler died 7th April, 1880, in his
Sist year.,  His wife, Mary Westley,
died in April, 1864, Mr. Loneks, in his
funeral sermon, said of her 1€ Wits it
womnan of singular purity of character,
who made her own that loveliest attrib-

| the community

the
After

Wittian  Erviorr came  from
borderland of Seotland in 1828,
engaging in business of different kinds
in the United States and  Canada, he
heeame contractor tor the St Lawrence
canals and built a grist mill in Iroguois ;
wis o manager of the high sehool during
many years, and in varions other eapa
eities became a prominent member of
a man of anflinching
Lonor and integrity and the mainstay of
the Free Preshyterian chureh in Matilda.
Mre. Elliott died in October, 1891, in the
O1st year of his age.

THE BATTLEFIELD,
Samnel Crysler, another

son of (‘o

onel John Crysler, lived all his life on
his farm adjoining the battleficld, for

many years ocenpying the log house that
had been built about one hnndred years
ago. Of the large concourse who assem
bled at the unveiling of the monument
on Neptember 25th, 1895, he was the
sole survivor of those who witnessed the
engagement, being then only seven years
of age, but he remembered being with
other childven placed in the cellar of
Crysler Farm house, to keep them ont

of danger.  He married Saah Anne
Hickey and had o family of cleven
childeen,  He died December 17th, 1896,

in his 91st year.

Mr, Croil's five children were all horn
on the battlefield.

"I'was on the 1 Ilh of November, 1813,
that the decisive vietory was won which
hastened the termination of the War of
1812-14, that made lasting peace with
the United States, and guaranteed that
“the brightest jewel” in the imperial
diadem of Lord Durham’s fertile imag-

ute of love —the charity that thinketh | jation, shall always be identified with

no evil.”
The Cooks of Williamshorg

came of |

the British Empire.

The Wireseys traced  their deseent




A —

from an old English family, some of
whom came to British North America in
1640,

Ricnarp Leer Wuresey, born at
Wiaddington, N.Y., in 1805, had one
daughter and ten sons, four of whom
survive,  He died in 1883, Albert re
sides in Prescott and George Edgar in
Montreal.

SivJames Pliny was born in 1843,
called to the bar in 1876
Park of Cornwall in 1877 3 has repres-
ented the county of Dundas in the
Ontario Legislature since 1888 5 in 1905
appointed premier and in 1908 received
the honor of knighthood from H.R.H.
the Prince of Wales (now King George
Vo) at Quebee,  “Sir James is acknowl-
“edged to be the foremost man in all the
“House. The ruler of his Cabinet, his
Spersonality  dominates the Assembly ;
Severy deeree of the Whitney Govern-
“ment seems to smack of the rugged
“character of the man who stands hehind
“it,”

His brother, Edwin  Canfield, horn
1844, mairied Sarah, daughter of the
late John Pliny Crysler, in 1879, En-
gaged extensively in the lamber business,
he became a millionaire and philanthro-
pist. The beautiful stone chureh erceted
in 1904 at a cost of $8,000, on the site
of the old rectory, was

K. C. Whitney “in loving memory ol
their parents.”  If none of this family
are now resident in the county, the
honored name of Whitney will he long
remembered and handed down to oS-
terity in the annals of Dundas,

In his history of the Iroquois high
school, Mr. Apam Hargness tells us
that Jases Crotn and Jous SYLVESTER
Ross were appointed members of  the
board of trustees in 1856, and exercised
a marked influence on the school for
several years,  Mr. Croil, he says, “was
a Scotehman, who about the middle of
the century purchased and settled on the
old Crysler farm.  He was a gentleman
of enlture and devoted a considerable
portion of his time to literary pursnits,

ied Alice |

|il'v\t'lltml to the |
parish of Williamsburg by Mr, and Mrs, |

5

and wrote about that time his history of
the connty, known as ‘Croin’s Dunpas’

a work of great merit the value of
which inereases as time goes on,  He
served on the board ten .\'1'ill'>‘1|lll'ill;.‘
five of which he was its chairman.” At
that time ALpErRT CARMAN, & native of
| Iroquois, the distinguished General Sup-
erintendent  of the Methodist ehureh
since 1883, was the headmaster,

Jonn 8. Ross was the son of a UK,
[ Loyalist ; born in the township of Osua
‘;lnrm-k in 1821 3 removed to froquois as
a young man, when his energy and
capacity for business soon gave him a
prominent position in the community.
He served as member of the Loeal Par
liament a number of years, and for six
years represented the county in the
[ Dominion Parliament. He died in 1882,
Mr. Croil, on the other hand, though
| frequently asked to enter the arena of
| politics, always declined to do so, saying
Jil was not in his line.
i SCHOOLS AND SCHOOLMASTERS,

The schoolmaster in those early days
was an important personage in the com
munity,  He boarded vound in  the
families of his distriet, which, apart from
his teaching, afforded him many oppor-
tunities of doing good. One of these
was M. WinniamM StTyLes, a man of
exceptional ability, who gave instruction
to about sixty pupils in the school
adjoining old Trinity church in Wil
liamshurg, and was for some time private
tutor in My, Croil's family.  He and his
brother James, who tanght at North
Williamshurg, coached pupils for  the
universities before the establishment of
a high school at Morrishurg.

The first resident physician in this
part of Canada was Do Wynig, a grad
uate of Edinburgh University, a man of
rare ability, residing in Edwardsburg,
who made hi- rounds on horseback with
his capacious saddlebags, ready for any
| emergeney, DR, Jony HARKNESs, whaose

mother was a UK. Loyalist, graduated
in medieine from MeGill University in
1862, and soon after commenced  his
practice in Matilda. Do STUERMAN,
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leged at the time that My, Croil |
| rin th IR0 b that < 11 may,
wits oL fregnent contributor  te |
Hns One of his leadin Irrieles wi
ul lomentation entitled “The Last of
the Intercolonial Little did he then
dream  that the antercolonial Railwa
wis to become one of the most serviee
able and best equipped iu the D nion
My, Kennedy died in 188 the Conrie
ceased publication in 1899, There ar
now five weekly newspapers in the
connty—The Herald and the Leader n

Lrogquois, the
Record in

tablished

Morrishu
Pres
Che

, the News in
in Winchester
'l.,h‘

mdd the

Herald, «

sterville

1874, is the oldest, and is the ity
only Liberal jonrnal
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Mie,” Ottawa, 19012




