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A systematic campaign of slurs 
and slanders is being carried on 
against the Province of Quebec. It 
has found its way in the American

Eress. The French-flanadians are 
itterly assailed on account of their 
lack of enthusiasm for military serv

ice. Complaints are made of what is 
called the small number of recruits 
in Quebec.

(May I be permitted to point out 
one of the numerous causes of the 
existing state olf things, for which 
this province is blamed? — a cause, 
I may say in passing, which fully 
justifies the notable decrease of 
voluntary enlistments, not only in 
Quebec, but in the whole Dominion 
as well.

It ought first to be remembered 
that the Province of Quebec has 
freely given to the cause df the Al
lies more than twenty thousand of 
its children [French-Canadians]. If 

- acount is kept of the peculiar situat-
I ion of the Province, of the mentality

of its population and the rural life 
of the majority of its people, this 
result is aE sufficient.

A pretty 'long list could be made 
of the numerous causes which have 
hampered voluntary enlistments in 
Quebec. These obstacles have been 
enumerated elsewhere ; they are 
known to all : it would be useless to 
repeat them here. It is sufficient for
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my purpose to state that, on the 
whole, the French-Canadians in 
Quebec are amply justified in view
ing with distaste and repugnance 
the military organization as con
stituted and maintained by the 
Federal government.

When one remembers the ill-will, 
the hostile dispositions, the open 
injustices and marked contempt to 
which the French-Canadians have 
been subjected, from the very in
ception of the recruiting movement, 
one is bound to confess that the 
number of French-Canadian re
cruits bears the highest testimony 
to the loyalty of our race, to its 
spirit of forbearance and its devo
tion to the British Crown, in spite 
of the systematic efforts of certain 
authorities to keep French Canada 
isolated and disaffected, in order to 
have, later on, some semblance of 
pretext to blame its “disloyalty”.

J-eaving aside all those consider
ations, there is a very material 
point connected with recruiting, 
fhieh I desire to emphasise: it is 
that which relates to agricultural 
conditions.

Agriculture is the staple and 
fundamental industry in Quebec. 
The rural population is proportion
ately more numerous here than in 
the other provinces; for generations, 
it has been wholly devoted to farm
ing. For generations back, family 
homesteads have been transmitted 
from father to son. Each new ge
neration pursues the object of the 
preceeding one. and that object is 
farming. The expansion of the race 
has enhanced the conquests of 
agriculture over the forrest and its 
industries. Woodlands are still clear
ed up and rapidly turned into 
farms.
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Thus, the French-Ganadian pap
ulation is enrooted far more deeply 
than any other race in the native 
soil which it has tilled and cultiv
ated for hundreds of years. Conse
quently, it is much more difficult to 
enlist our farmers than the floating 
population of the large manufactur
ing centres of Ontario, to make them 
break habits and sentiments formed 
with centuries, and sacrifice the in
terests of agriculture, their all, 
which would be vitally affected, if 
deprived of any portion of the man
power it requires.

The not unrestricted number of 
available recruits in the cities being 
reached, recruiting for the army 
cannot he pursued in the rural 
districts without producing a deep 
perturbation in the established 
order and considerably hampering 
agricultural production, which is 
more important, now, than the re
cruiting of soldiers.

Food production will be the de
termining factor of the war. This 
the highest authorities proclaimed 
from the first. Famine will likely 
put a stop to war; and the most 
starved countries will be at the mer
cy of the others.

The world is nearing that stage 
of the situation. It is not soldiers 
that are needed. The Allies have two 
million troops over and above the 
enemies’ armies. In England alone, 
it is admitted that one million and 
a half could be enlisted without dif
ficulty. The entrance of the United 
States into the conflict ought to as
sure at least one million fresh re
cruits, within a year.

On the other hand, the food prob
lem becomes more serious every 
day. Agricultural production has
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ceased to be sufficient for the 
wolrd’s requirements. All surpluses 
are gone, and the world has to face a 
substantial deficit which no normal 
production could fill. This grow
ing menace is taxing the anxieties 
of all British statesmen, including 
the Empire’s “dictator”, Mr. Illoyd 
George. In order to cope with the 
situation, the British Government 
has undertaken a crusade for agri
cultural overproduction. The move
ment is kept up by all means. 
Through a system of special enlist
ments, all available troopers, not at 
the front, are put to work on farms, 
and especially on the numerous 
agricultural implements purchased 
by the State to accelerate and in
crease the production of land. The 
Food Dictator, Lord Bhondda, has 
just stated that “in this war, and 
especially at this stage, food power 
is co-equal with man-power”, and 
that “the solution of the problem of 
supply lies in America”. — “For 
this, he added, we depend to a vital 
degree upon the United States and 
Canada.” 1

Even in the United States, at the 
very outset of its participation in 
the war, and in spite of the enor
mous benefits so far derived from 
the European conflict, the food 
problem is already a source of 
anxiety. One of the most important 
businessmen of the country, Mr 
BhontiNOHAM, president of the A'a- 
tionul Implement Association, has 
recently stated that unless agricul
tural production is immediately en
couraged, the United States will 
soon be on the verge of famine. He 
considers that agriculture should be

1 Interview of June 19, 1917.
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put on the same basis as the making 
of munitions, and that not only 
should all farm laborers he kept on 
the land, hut their number largely 
increased.

The situation in Canada is cer
tainly not better, far from it. The 
federal government has, so far, limit
ed its efforts to a campaign in the 
pres:, to stimulate production ; 
all practical measures have been 
neglectéd.

The sole preoccupation seems to 
be the recruiting of troops ; but 
those troops, and all the armies of 
the allies, and all the people, will 
have to be fed. The government’s 
inaction in that regarti makes the 
situation but more alarming. Mr 
Bennett, M.P., Director of National 
Service, says that "agricultural pro
duction is more important than any
thing else, at present ” The new 
Food Controller, Mr Ianna, prac
tically repeats the same thing :

“The outstandin act of the food 
situation, which is imperative
that every citizen of Canada should 
realize at once, is that Great Britain, 
France, Italy, Belgium, and their 
European allies, are wholly unable 
to supply the allied armies at the 
front and on their way.

“Their food shortage and the food 
to supply the armies of Canada and 
the United States must be wholly 
provided from this side of the At
lantic. The supply must also be suf
ficient to cover losses at sea. Aus
tralia, New Zealand, the Argentine 
Republic, and other countries are ' 
not now available to relieve the si
tuation.

“The crop of storeable foods 
grown in Canada and the United 
States suitable for shipment over-

7



seas threatens to be entirely inade
quate to meet the demand unless 
the whole people determine by eve
ry means in their power to make 
up the shortage. Every individual is 
under a direct obligation to assist 
in rationing the allied forces. There 
must be national self-denial and na
tional co-operation to provide the 
necessary supplies.” i

Food supplies therefore depend 
mainly on Canada and the United 
States. Upon our food production 
lies the victory of the Allies. Our 
main effort should therefore be 
strained in that direction. Of all 
the provinces of the Dominion, 
Quebec is, both on account of its 
large farming population and its 
geographical situation, the most 
favorably situated to help the Al
lies in that regard.

If some tangible result is to be 
reached, it is not all sufficient to 
express views, without any practi
cal action being taken. Still less 
should a policy be pursued in com
plete disagreement, in fact, with the 
universally accepted view that 
agricultural production must be 
fostered — a view to which the 
federal government pays no atten
tion, in the form at least of practi
cal execution.

The scarcity of farm-labour is al
ready much felt in Quebec. Thou
sands of young men heretofore 
working on farms are now employ
ed in munitions factories. This gap 
in farm-labour ought to be filled, 
more than filled. On the contrary, 
farm labour is threatened with a 
further depletion, the unevitable re
sult of a measure of conscription

l Statement of June 28, 1917.
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adopted against the most positive 
pledges.

Canada has already enlisted 
420,000 men: it has reached the li
mit of its capacity to supply men 
and money. Let all factors be 
considered — a small population 
scattered on an immense territory; 
a greater proportionate war expen
diture than that of any European 
nation; the relatively slow develop
ment of the country — and it may 
be stated, without any exaggeration, 
that the proportion of our sacrifi
ces is already greater than that of 
Great Britain.

Belgium and invaded France 
may, in ten years, regain most 
of their past prosperity. The den
sity of their population, their im
mense wealth in money, will en
able them to repair their material 
losses.

But for us, Canadians, fifty years 
at least will elapse before our coun
try can find again its economic ba
lance and go on with the normal 
development of its resources, in
terrupted by the war.

Instead of plunging more deeply 
into the abyss of militarism, we 
should bend all our energies on the 
revival of agriculture, thus prepar
ing the work of economic recon
struction after the war. Of that re
construction, the cultivation of the 
land is the first and safest element. 
The Allies would be the first to 
profit by the overproduction of 
our farms, much more than by the 
sending of more troops. “The 
food producer is a more needed 
soldier than the one who bears a 
rifle”, as the British prime minis
ter recently said.

The province of Quebec, after



having giv n her quota in men, has 
applied herself to the fulfilment of 
this second part of the war pro
gram : she handsomely plays her 
role as purveyor of food.

The campaign of slanders pur
sued against Quebec is most unfair. 
The French Canadians work as ef
fectively as any other community 
to the triumph of the common 
cause. Events will soon prove that 
they have chosen the right patli and 
adopted the most efficacious means 
of helping our allies to a suc
cessful issue.




