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To MONSIKUR N E.C K |; Jb. . !,

Cut Bono? •' -»

S IR,
n:

A Man .>yho has di(Uiigui(hed hk^lf
in fucb critical; Tildes as the pF^

h fent, in the-difRcult and en^vied Station of

Controllcr-pcneral gf
.
.^ic ; Fin^iiiGCis qf

' • 'I
France, is certain of be^g attacked^ and

as fure of beipg defended^ by MultitudeS'of

Writers. Ypu have experienced the .££.

fedts of both Parties j and are, perhaps^

by this Time, fufHciently cloyed with tfaer

Flattery of the one, and grOWn Callous. t6>

the Cenfures of the other. Thetefbfe it is

natural for you to conclude, that when any

other Writer is bringing your Name again

\ before the Public, he is only repeating

what you have fo often heard.—But if

you. Sir, will honour thefe Letters with

A 2 a care-
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a careful Perural* you will find hardly

one Thing in them fimilar to what you

have read before, and yet many of them»

perhaps, not unworthy of your ferious At-

tention.

As I wi(h to treat you with all the

Refped due to your difUnguifhed Charac-

ter; and as my Aim, in the Profecution

of my Subjedt, is . entirely the Good of

Mankind ; I pefume it is unneceiTary,

as a Stranger to your Perfon, to apologize

for the Liberty t take in thus addrefling

you. And here allow me to obfervc, that

I was favoured with theCorrefpondence of

your Prcdeceflbr, Monf. Turcot, both

during the Time he was in Office, and

after his Refignatibn ;—and that I am the

fame Perfon, of whofe Writings Monf,

Nbcker himfelf has fometimes conde-

fcended to make mention; and more par-

ticularly at that Jundure, when the idle

Project of invading England, became the

general

ririT.jijiuMMiw"



O E, AN IN Q.U I R Y, (^r. $

general Topic of Conveifation throughout

ay Europe. i

Setting, therefore, all Apologies a-

fide, and endeavouring to diveft myfelfof

national Partialities, and local Prejudices,

to the utmoft of my Power, I now enter

on the Work propofed, not as an EngK/k--

man, but as a Citizen of the World ; not

as having an inbred Antipathy againft

France, but as the Friend of the whole

human Species.

Whatever were your private Views,

either of Intereft, ot of Honour, in pub-

lifliing your Compte Rendu, the Example

you have fet deferves univerfal Commen-'

dation. And it is greatly to be viflied,

that it were made a fundamental Law in

ail arbitrary Governments, that each Mi-

nifter, in the grand Departments of Truft

and Power, (hould publi(h annual Accounts

pf his rcfpc<ftive Adminiftration;—Ac-
'

counts

.



^ .^ C U I BONO?
^ouiiU I mean* whkb could ftaadthc Tcft

of an open and impartial Scrutiny, free

from thofe falfe Colourings, and wilful

Miis^pr^ntations^ With which yours

have been- fo frequently and expreftly

chained i and.from which I fear you have

not yet been* able to clear yourfelf to gene-

ral Sattsfaction <

toil t
«)h''W •MrT.)

j.jBuT waving every Thing of this Na-

turci Hbecaufe I do not intend to be either

your Advocate, or Accuferj and taking for

granted, what you do not wifh to conceal,

that the grand Defign of the Government,

under which you live, in ordering your

Account to be made Public, was to fhew

the Worlds that France had fo many Re-

fburccs ftill remaining, as would exhauft

and ruin £/7^/jW in the Progrefs of this

war ;—I will here fuppofc, for Argu-

ment Sake, that every Thing has fucceed^

cd, 01 ihall fuccced according to the

warmeft Willies of the moft bigotted

Frenchman,
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Frenchman. Poor England is no tnorej

Non modo delenda,fedp«nitus deletaefiCair^

thago ! In (hort, the Lillics of France^

like the Eagles of Rome, are every where

triumphant

!

tiiii ^u

Well, my good Sir, after all this Ei-

pence &nd Trouble^ after fo much Hufry

and Confufion in fiibduing this devote^

Ifland, after fuch repeated Victories, and

immortal Fame,—will you permit us to

reifl a while, and to take Breath ?—-And
fincc the French have now raifcd their

Nation to this Pinnacle of Glory, let us

paufe a little, to view the extended Prot.

pe<ft fo far below us ?—This is all the

Boon I afk, and in granting this, I hope
we flialll be induced to think in the next

Place, [for we have not yet thought upon
the Matter] what would be the inevitable

Confequences of thefp, mighty Revolu-^

tions, now fo ardently defired by every

Frenchman

.-* -..
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Frenchman, were Providence to permit

them to come to pafs.

»

Such a Subjedt is Turely of Importance,

to the Welfare and Happinefs of Man-

kind. And this is the Subje(ft I propofc

for the enfuing Letter. In the moan

Time. I own I am under a Arong Temp*

tation to add a few Words concerning

the infatuated Condudl of my.own Coun-

try-men, the Engli/h, in the former War,

as a Warning and Memento to future

Politicians.
i

... -
,

'

Almost thirty Years ago, when our

Colonifts in America were at lead

ffiy to one more in Number than the

Handful of Men, who could have in-

vaded them from Canada^—I fay, when

thefe fifty undaunted Heroes, of the true

£»g/^ Breed, pretended to be. afraid of

one Frenchman-^Common Senfc might

have

*. . • r.

*•}>
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htLwe taught ui to hate (u£peGtcd the

Truth of fach pretended Fears i^-Com-

moii Senft alio might have filggefied the

Expediency of paiifing a while, and of

examining into Fa€ts» particular^ reiat^

mg to the Fur-tradtt before we mihed

into Hoftilities on fuch weak arid frlfo-

I0U8 Pretences :*—Laftly, Common Senfe

might have told us that it would he bad

Policy to put thefe turbulent and hSdojn

Colonies above all Controul* [if we really

thought them worth the keeping] and dT

placing them in that very State of Inde-

pendence, which they had ever wi(hed

for, and had been confbuitly aiming at—
I fay. Common Senfe might have fug-

gefted all thefe Things, if we had not

diidained to afk the Advice of fuch a

Counfellor. Nay more;— there was a

Man at that VeryTime, who remonftr^cd

fhongly againfl the Abfurdity, not to fay

Injuilice of fuch Proceedings.—He (hew-

ed, with an Evidence not attempted to

. B be
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be ) iiiKfllidated, that ^Ae j^mSrwans had

not afiigoed a'iuffidcnt Caii&:>fcr going to

Warj for their Sakjeii*r**and that their

pfietbnded Dangers: either of being driven

into the Sea, or of being put between

twoi Fire* {the coriftant Cry, and Clamour

at tbsit Jundturc in all our Publi(^ Papers]

were: mere ImpoAure; and Grimace.-r-

And what is beyoild all, he offered to

prove from, the £»^/j^i!CuftonirHoufe

Bboks of J^ntries. or. Imports, thii,t the

Quantity of Furs brought into Bfig^and

from Jbneriea'wsis almoft Jpu^/e to what

it had been. i&, fbrmefc Times, inlkad of

being monopolized (as was afferted) by

i\Ki)Ft:fflch .--^Though I muft own, that

had diis really, teen the Cafe, it would

have been fomething new in the Annals

of the World, that a great Nation, and a

civilized Pcopld had made War on ano-

ther Nation, becaufe the latter had

bought more Skins of Cats, Foxes, Bad-^

gers, and of fuch Sort of Vermin, than

skI
,

V a the

\ -

' JI '



Or, an in Q^U I R Y, (^c: n
tfi^ former had been able to do.-^-Lafllj^

the fame Person ventured to foretel in the

moft direct Terms* thiat the driving of

the Fz-ertch from the'£»^/i^ back Settle-

ments would be th<e- Signal to theColo->

niesy to meditate ai general Revolt. But

alas ! he was preaching to the Winds

and Waves:—Som^ would not vduch-

fafe an Anfwer to his Letters ;-4-

others were tleafed to tell him» that

the American Colonifls were better

Judges of their own Dangers, than he

had any Right to. pretend to be;n-and

that the Refleiftions call up^n them for

harbouring thoughts of Independance,

and of planning Schemes of Rebellion*

wcro baije and fcandalous, and r utterly

vpid of Foundation. Moteoveri not a few

plainly declared, that whofoever ihould

attempt to raife fuch Sufpicions againfl

the beft of loyal Subjedts, the faithful

AmericaiUt could be ^no p^her than a Spy

ill Dilguife, and a Penfioner tp France.

nfW B 2 - [You,
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(Ypu^ Sir* who fo jiuftly compUun* that

the fev^9^ Pcnfipns, on the French Lift

smiQiiilit to the epormoiiB Sum of Twenty-

ei^>t MiUiofts pf Livres, or abovt

£.1,27^,727. Sterling;—you, I fay. can

beft tdl'» whether you have met with the

Nanve of Tucker among the long Roll

of Engiifh Mock Patriots* and French

'i ;^»,4:i T*.*'.*

'••«•(*>

Pen&oaers.]

Now* aswe have foch a recentExample

hefore our Eyes of thofe fatal Cqnfe-

quebces, which might have been prevent-

ed by a cool and timely Reflexion ; it is

to be hoped, that the like blind* infa-

tuated Part will not be ad:ed over again

;

—but that the Powers at War will take

Warning by the paft, and confider* *ere it

be too kte* vi4at would be the Effeds

of the prefent furious Gontefts* were they

even to be crowned with all that Brilliancy

and Succefs, which their own fond Hearts

can wiib, or deiire. _ ^

L'»'-*j .

- •' With

h
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\ iTH thefe SentiinenU^ and with juft

Efteem for your great T^ent8» I have the

Honour to be»

SIR. '

Y\

Your moil obedient^

Humble Servantj

•.^;^..I."^ ^f*^'>' * fl^ \ '

<\- '* m]

•*%'

fc-wfji-'i
'Sf^.'i .'^'̂ ,.,^,K.*

y}f.Jt:^'
i^i'-i'iBi, timii'^- ::^mxm0^,'§m i'j*.!^

ST-^iW

.' a.m
'*-*v* "^f^^i* \ ;rifr/;^

t^ali 'k

* "H*^**^ *^>''' ^^ - ""^K*

. iv A..mh

****<-% .***

J5*W- -< J . <

e*
,v.",^fe.-^v<v ,J|S^^|t^:|-|i.:

. ;^- v'»ft|:X;
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To MONSIEUR NEC KB R<

.

'
I ^HE former Letter being only an

.^X Jjntypdudtion^ we are now coming

to the main SubjeiH:. Poor England is

iibdlued by the combined Forces of

France and her Allies. Perhaps, indeed,

(he may not be fb abfolutely conquered,

• as to be annexed as a Province to the

French Empire,—neverthelcfs fo totally

ruined as to become a Bankrupt, and to

make a moil defpicable Figure both in the

political and commercial World.—Or, if

you would chufe an abfolute Subjection

rather than a partial one, the Difference

between the one Condition and the other

is not fo very material, but that this alfo

may be granted for Argument's Sake.

England therefore i^ no longer an inde-

I
pendant

jB
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pendant State, but a Province to FraHttf

and to be governed by a Vice Roy of thb

grand Monarch 1—Can you aik for more?

,, .What then is to be the Conjfequence

of this mighty Change ?—And what Ef-

fe^s are to follow, in the Courfie< of

Trade, and in the Syltem of . Politicib-*

from this grand Revolution ?—Refpe6t->

ing J'rade^ it is evident to a Demonflra^^

tion, that were a Tradefman, or a Shop-

keeper to be aiked, whether it is his In«ir

tereft, thsit his richeft Cuflomers and beflL'

Paymailers ihould become Bankrupts andv

Beggars ? he would give you a very fljort

Anfwcr. Perhaps iikewife he would be

tempted to 4ik in his Turn,

—

** Do <youf

" me^n. Sir, to infult my Underftanding,>

" or to cxprefs your own Ignorance hyi.

" afking fuch a fooliih Queftion ?" But!

it feems, public trgdM^g Nations ^are to.

proceed by oppofite Methods, and byi

Maxims of Trade and Commerce, quite

c* ^.
^

' contrary
'I
1.1

t T

t
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contmry tp thoie.of Individatlsi Bbdies

Politic are to ufe every Effort In their

Power to beggar their Cuftomers iirft,

and to trade with them afterwards, as

the wifeft Courib : So that Whit Wobld

have been the Height 6f Folly and Ab->

furdity in the one Cafe, not to fayv Wick-

ednefs and Immorality,—is to be confi-

dered in the other as the D^pth x!)f Prnu

dence, Fore-fight, Sagacity, Penetration,

or what you plea(c,-r-Here thie^efbre, let

us bi^n our Accounts, alid 6pch our

Book& Debtor and Creditor between one

conamercial Nation and anotherw^^'»»f^' *•-

-. Thk En^Jh, when a great and rich

People, bought vaft Quantities of the

choiceft Wines aiid Brandies which

France could produce; and tliey wcr6

known to be the beft of Ciiftotners by

paying for them in readyMoiii^y, and eveii

by advancing Sums aforehKnd !-^But

when thefe Dealers (hall be reduced tb

mnoi - • ...,:., the

/

•!

^' '.i



0«, AW IKaulRY, ^i. 17

thlf lowed Ebb of Wint and Indij;efite,

•^they will buy more Wines and Braii*'

dies than ever they did, and become better

Cuftomers than they were btifote. TliiS

19 Penetration f this is Sagacity!

,1 . ' .J luv^ i-i-u ;;uai! .
'

> ^

Again, the Ertgltfh^ when In gttMt

Profperityy and over fbwing with Riches^

were remarkably vain and ofteiitatiotis t

And their Females in particdlaf, (as it Wtt

natural for the Sex) vied with eaeh Other

in all the Parade t^ Finery. Hen^ they

were induced, and by their Wealth they

were enabled to buy the richeft Silks and

Velvets, and the moft elegantGold and Sil-

ver Laces, that could bewrought in Franke:

For nothing was thought to be too eoftiyy

provided it came from your Colmtry. In

fliort, French Fashions were the Stan-^

dards for Drefs; French Cooks taught

the Laws of Eating; and French Milli*.

ners, Taylors, Frizeurs, and Dancing-

Mafters prefcribed the Rules of Good-

Breeding and Politenefs. But when thofc

C ^ happy.

;l



4l C U I BONO?
happjT) wiCbcd-for Times (hall comeb

when BngiaadWto ha ilripped of allies

Riches, then theie quondam good Cufto-

mers will buy nnorc Silks* more Brocades,

more Gold and SUyer Lace, and more

everj Thing than ever they did before,—

becaufe they will have nothing to pay :

And the whole Tribe of Cooks, Milli^

ners, Taylors, Frizeurs,, Perfumers, £pc.

&c. will .think' themfelves fuperlativcly

happy in working gratis for the beggared

£«^/^.—This again is another Speci-

men of confummate Wifdom> iind deep

Penetration \'\^yr. arb yud or b-^itdins :>i*j»v^

Once more, and I have done.—-You

obfcrve in your ; Compte Rendu, that Fo-

reigners travelling into France import an-

nually no lefs a Sum than thirty Millions

of Livres, equal to 1,363,6361. fterling:

And this you confider as fo great an Ac-

* Page 96, of the Original, and 99, oi^tiEngUfi

Tranflation.

^
! - of
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qoifition to the Riches of Prance [I own,

I think differently] that you exoltingly

tell the King, your Mafter, that the Mo«

ney expended by thefe Travellers is one of

the moil profitable Branches ofCommerce

in his Kingdom. Whether it be fo, or noC,

oneThing is certain, that One-halfat leaiU

if not Two-thirds of this enormous Sum

is Eng/ijh Money, fpcnt by thatRace of Be-'

ings,whomyou inFrance ftileMihrdsAng"

lots, et MiladiesAngloifes. Therefore,when

thefe new-ereAed Lords and Ladies, who
have at prefent more Money than Wit,

fhall be reduced fo low, as not to have one

Sous in their Pockets, I leave you to guefs

how far the French Politeffe, either at Pa-

ris, or in the Provinces, will be extended

towards them ;—and whether fuch penny-

lefs Strangers will be welcome Guefls.

Much more might be added ; but furely I

have faid enough, as far as Trade or Com-
merce is concerned. 1 will therefore

now proceed to another Subjedt, that of

Politics, For the Bleffings which are to

attend this grand, and intended Revolu-

C 2 tion>
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tlon, whenever it fhall happen* will pro.

bably be as iignal in the political World,

as in. the conamercial.

The great Grievance of the Colonies,

and their bitter Complaints againil the

Mother-Country were, that they were

not governed a la Monfr. Locke. For,

tp ^ve them their Due, they hardly made

an Qbje^ion to any Thing besides. They

did npt pretend to fay, that the Half^pen*^

ny Tax on News-Papers at firft, or the

Three-penny Duty on Teas afterwards,

were intolerable Burdens in themfelves;-—

but all the Grievance was, that the Par-

liament of Great-Britain^ and not the

AfTemblies of America^ had legalized

them> and ordered them to be, coUeded.

»

" For Man, everyMan, every human Mo-
ral Beingk according to the immutable

Laws of God, and the genuine Voice

" of Nature, is born free, and ought

" fo to remain, as long as he pleafes, be-

" caufc he is the Subje(S of no Govern4

*' ment

«

<«

'w:'*"^ ;i>afHy-::.,U:bnn
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" ment whauver, 'till he himfelf (hall

" chufe that particular Society, to whicl)

*' he intends to belong. Therefore hehac
*' an UNALIENABLE Right to be Self-

" taxed. Self-governed, and Self-con-

" trolled. And to aflert the contrary, it

*' to be an Advocate for Tyranny, and to

" be a declared Enemy to the Liberties of

'' Mankind.tt

Now, Sir, as you know, that this is

the Language of Mr. Locke, and of all

his Difciples, more efpecially the jimeri"

cans, JS* whohave made thcfe very Max*

ims the Ground of the prefent War, and

of all the Miferies confec^uent thereupon i

—I afk in the Name of Common Senfe,

what are you about ? And do you really

wiQ)» that thefe levelling deflruftive

Principles (hould be made the Standard of

the Politics of France f—If fo, What be-

comes of the Title of your reigning

Prince? And what Right has Lewis

XVI. to any one Province in his Domini-

L>jf|;=

onsf?

w-
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onif Befides, i( French'Men,'^\ (houlcJ

rather have faid French-JFomen [for the

Ladies are the Sovereign Judges of what

is right, or wrong, in the Politici of

Prance, notwithdanding your Salique

Law ; and I am informed, that Repubiica"

ntfm is now the Ton], therefore I fay,

if thofe fprightly Females, who lead the

Falhion, ihould learn from their f;oot] Al-

lies, the Americans^ the edifying Ltiion,

that all Taxes are free Gifts, which may

be with-held at Pleafure,—and that no

Law is binding, to which the People

have not confented,—nay, that every Indi-

vidual hath a natural unalienable Right

to infift on the Refloration of thefe

Privileges, and to infliA exemplary

Vengeance on the Offenders;-—what

have, you to fay for yourfelf ? And
how can you efcape this general Indig-

nation ?—You, who have paid (b many

Compliments to the :'. n\rch, which

ought to have been a :. ^ic . to his MaJ^

ten, the People ;—and have infinuated,

and

- K; .. .

c
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and more*that\ infinuated, that whatever

Reformations you propofed to make,

ought to bf mod t) mlcfully received by

the Subjects, as Matters of Grace and

Favour, and not as what they had •

Right to demand, and to com fel their

Prince to perform. Moreover, you your-

felf have acknowledged, that the Syt^em

of Taxation, which you have been Con^^

(idering, is a very bad one, is amazingly

abfurdy and very impoveriihing ; and

that hardly any one Part thereof is vsrhat

it ought to be either in the Manner of

afleffing, or of coUe^king, or in the vari-

ous Ways of expending the fame. Now,
after this frank Confefiion, with what

Face can Monfieur Necker, or can any

of the Miniflers of France, who have

countenanced Dr. Franklin, and fup-

ported his Caufe, objfd to the bittereft

Remonftances of the French Parliaments,

or to the moil violent Outrages of the

People, even were they to break forth

into open Rebellion ?—Or will you pre-

tend

I
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tend to fay> that Frenchmen have not at

leaft as ^uft a Right to throw off thoft

lioads of numerous and ahfurdly com-

plicated Taxies, under which they haVe

&> long groaned> as the Americans had

Ipr revolting frosi under the Britt/h Gck

v^roment on Account oi an Half-penirj

Stamp on a Nev*(»-Paper».ot a Three*

Penny Tax on ^ Foreig;» Liwury.-*-"^**

Perhaps indeed you will fay, and I think

it is the only Thing that ccin be fud

with any Appearance of Truths' ^that it is

of little Consequence what political Opi-

nions the French Nation fhall imbibe in

Theory, provided there are 200,000 Bay-

onets ready pointed at their Breafls to

make them renounce them all in Pr^4?/V^»

Be it fo. But this, after all, is a moil

cruel Infult on an injured People, who

dare not refent; inilead of being any

Apology to thfm for fueh a Condu<a,

And indeed, firft to teach Men the Prin-^

ciplcs of Rebellion, and then to condenrm

them, if they (hould ofiisr to rebeU is

charad:a-
j'r

W

^ lii
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chara^eriftical of the worft of Beings^

whofe Employment is faid to he, firil to

tempt, and then to puni(h. Befides, Sir>

the moft /refined Politicians of you til

may be miAaken, as to the final Event of

thofe Things. For Statefmen ought to

have remembered, that there art, pritical

Jundures, even in tht mofk dej[pQtic

Countries, when Government muA, yidd

to popular Clamour, aiid give up the fup-

pofed Delinquents, as yi<^ims to appeaie

an enraged MoB, or fall a Sacrifice it^felf.

-—This being the Csife, what can be the

prefent Intention ofthe Prench Cabinet in

efpouflng die Caufe of the Americans f

And, how that there are fo many Com-«

buAiblef already heaped together in every
,

Pzri of Prance, are you really fefblved

to Yet Fire to the Pile, and to bloW the'

Flames, in order to fhew, how dexte-]

roufly you can extinguiih them?—A"

ftrange Prpceedure this.—
.'.' ..-,^' l^^f^.4;.

But even fuppofing, that no Rebellion,

:lOlH^4ttiSr:'

Mr;

'
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or poWic Difturbances fhould enfue from

thoi^ enthuiiaftic Notions concerning the

NattiWbfGoverment,which xhtFrenckMi^

hiftryhave everywhere difleminated ;—ftill

there' is ifiOthef Evil to be apprehended,

of which yoii ind * the Minifters fcem at

prefcnt to be totally igrforant :—-The Evil

i rndddy is th'dt perpetual Lofs, and con-

tinual Eniigratidii' oif French Subje<fts to

America^ ivhich? ^>(^ill certainly take Place

in Cohfequenqe of the flattering Invita-'

tions they ftiall receive from thence.

When the comnaoh People of any Coun-

try in Eur^ope f^all be tola, that they may'

have Land in America for nothing, and

be their own Landlords;—thatM^r^ they

will .be free from Vaffalage and Services

of every Kind, hay iiijj neither Tithes, nor

Repts» nor Taxes, to pay ;—but to be at

Ljijerty to do almoft as they pleafe, [which

was very nearly the Caifc before the pre-

fect war] Is it to be wondered at, that

Nunabcr^s ihould niigrate to fuch a Coun-

try? And in Proporti9n, as a freer Com-

munication
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munication is opened with it* by the daily

Arrival of French, and American Ships in

each others Ports, and by their continual

intercourfe,—Can it be expe^cd, that

your new Allies will not decoy, under

one Pretence or another. Numbers of the

mo(l ufeful Hands in France to cultivate

their Wades ? Or is there any one Inftance

of their defining from thofe Artifices,

when they had the Power and Oppor-

tunity of putting them In Pra&ice?

Name it, ifyou can.—But beiides all this,

when we farther contemplate the un-

fettled Difpofition of the French Nation,

the moft prone of any to migrate in fearch

of Adventures j—Surely, it muft be In-

fatuation in you all, or fomething wbrfe,

to encourage that Difpofition in your Peo^

pie, which was too ftrong before, by

throwing Baits in their Way, to forfake

their own Country, and to fettle in Ame^

rtca.—Vet this is refined Wifdonni ! This

is found Policy ! How unhappy am I,

that I do not underftand a Tittle of it 1

Tjiu i- D 2 However,
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However, Sir, there is one Circum-

ftance in your Compte Rendu, which dc-

ierves the Thanks of every honeft Man,

and real Patriot, French, or En^/i/h. It

is the faithful Picture you exhibit in your

two Charts, or Maps of the Revenues of

France, and of the arbitrary, partial, and

unequal Modes of affeding and colledting

them, and of your own honeft, tho' unfuc-

cefsful Endeavours, to correct thofe Evils

which refultfrom their deftrudtiveTenden*

cy. An EngliJ/iman coi\ldh^rd\y havehad an

Idea that fuch glaring Abfurdities could ex-

ift,asaVingtieme, or FiveperCent. Tax on

the Profits of Induftry and Labour, on the

oneHand;—or a Land-Tax and Capitation

on the other, left loofe to arbitrary Will

and Pleafure, without any fixt Standard

for regulating the fame :—An Englifliman

could have no Notion, that the Cuflom^

Houje Duties on Goods andMerchandifeon

one Side of a Mountain, a River, a Brook,

a Tiench, a Wall, a Road, or a Row of

Trees, ihould be totally different from

.''r V
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thofe on the other Side,' within the fame

kingdom :—An EngUJhman would think

it very ftrange, that the fat Sheep and Cat-

tle dcftined for the Ufe of the Capital,

muft firft be brought to fomc neigh-

bouring Town, there to be excifed, before

PermifTion could be granted for (laughter-

ing, and bringing them to Market :—But

above all, he would be fhocked at the

very Thought, that the Price of Salt [that

great Neceflary of Life, which can hardly

ever be mifapplied j therefore no Luxury]

(hould be more than thirty Times

dearer at one Place, and in one County

(perhaps a bordering one) than in another,

owingto the great Inequality of therefpec-

tive Tax. Thefe Things, an Englijhman

could not have conceived j—nor could he

have imagined, that fo many I'houfands of

Perfons (hould be imployed as inland Cuf-

tom-Houfe Officers, throughout every

Part of France, to prevent Smuggling

from one County to another, on Account

of this Difference of Taxation ,—whereas
k'-rifl'

aa

tfKJ

f
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in equal, and impartial Tax, every where

alike, [ais here in England] would have fu-^

perfeded the Neceffity of imploying a fin-

gle IVtan.
,

1 own. Sir, t was never

able (tho* I often endeavoured) to make

my Countrymen feel the happy Difference
n:^(

between their Condition, and that of their

Neignbpurs, the French, in the great Ar-

tide of Taxation, 'till your Compte Rendu

enabled me to do it : To you, therefore,

I moil willingly refer them for further

Satisfadion.

I
I

»

T

LastlV, asyou have likewife ob'ferved,

that thefe barbarous Parts of the French

Conftitution [your own Words] cannot

be altered or amended, 'till the Arrival of

Peace, 1 fincerely join in your moft fer-

vent Wifhes, that thofe peaceable Times

were immediately come. Nay more, I

will add, what perhaps you do not expcdt,

that I hope to be able to prove in my next

Letter, ;hat it is as much the real Intereft

of Great Britain, that France fhould be

a rich
Mr

1 •/

Ij'il
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a rich Country, and not a poor one, as I

have already proved^ that> the great

Riches 6f England are beneficial to

France.

In the mean Time, I have the Honour

to be,

Sl-It, : . - 'i: T

I'^.M'iiVij Your moft obedient^ .^ »#r^?

-n"

f. , ^ -_>» 1. i'.V

'-\

."i-.J-,

Humble Servant,

%'
^ . .:. i^:i:i'l,r^''^lm\f: C-

**
- ?

LET- 1\

't'^-i;%--y:^
'

!
•

'
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ill



3* C UJ, B O N^O?

!

. <'J.

...... LET T E R III.

'
.. Ir:--.- ,

,'.
•/: \. ;• '.t

To MONSIEUR NECKBR.

I
AM not willing ^fitllake fo bad a Com-
pliment to Monfieur Necker's good

Senfe» as to fuppdfe htm n6t: convinced,

that it is the true Jntereft oiFrance to have

Great'Britam a ricn Cuftomer, and not a

poor one. We are now to reverfe the

Scene, and to confider France as a Cuf-

tomer to Greaf-Britain, And if an equal

Degree of Evidence fhould appear in Fa-

vour of this Side the Queftion,' as there

did on the other,—furely nothing lefs than

national Infanity can account for the pre-

fent Antipathy between two Nations,

whofe real and true Interefts are infepara-

.bly the fame. ^ i,^_-..\:i..-Sir. \iL;i.''- -

'

-^^

'..a .\r \ , i'-*^'
•^>.

England
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England therefore, according to f^%

prefent Hypothefis, is to be fuppofed to

be victorious every where. Her Fleets

ride triumphant on the Seas, and her

Land Annies are crowned with Laurels.

Whereas a Train of Misfortunes, or Mif*

conduct, and a Series of bad Difcipline,

or bad Generalfhip, Cowardice, or Blun-

ders, or whatever you pleafe, have reduced

France to the loweft Ebb. [Many in-^

deed here in England would greatly re*

joice at fuch an Event, and think it the

happy ^ra, from which to date their

National Grandeur, and Profperity. For

every Country abounds in Smatterers»

who have great Zeal, with little Know-

ledge ; and England in particular contains

a Soil and Climate more peculiarly adapt-

ed to the Propagation of (hallow, half-

thinking Politicians, than almoft any

other upon Earth.]

Among the various Errors, which have

^diflurbed the Intelled^f^ and perverted the

E V Judgment

i\
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)
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]}^^%n% of a gr(;^i Jf^u^ of MwkW,
npilf?^ ^.^yq bcco wore f^t;^ to t|)Q JBeacf

zs^^^iffffi^(9 oi ^he Wprldt thMi. the

pjprjr jjf qpj[^qii9fl^-^eintl thfi^ftloufyof

Tradfj.
,

yifi^ ^.firft pf thfe^ Ndtbns

i ||yjil| np.^^ W44k at pwfent, 1>«CAU& I

h^)^ a^fpajdy 4)?%nted frceljf upon \x in

v^r^MS,^a;tSjq(tt^y, 9iiWiWipiW> anld may

cjj}d9 ^^^^fjrefc^^^T J^akngf

oj 7r4^<r i,^ th?!^^^^ Pbjea now

in Tfadp ^ ap^ #5#f^^fM.>#^ W^^at

tHefcfor^js, tp ,l?qdw j^. C^ch^ ftnhappy

Situation ?; And J^^^^M this tormenting

Paffioatobc either iaduJIgcd, or rcftraincd?

—Shall it be gratified at the Expcnce of

the Peace jind Haggjne^^^ of ManW^d ?

duded^* aa'j'to be^pade|^^ to the

Public dooii? '

"r.,:;r , /«^t.mf>

Aft,er confider4pg^ and re-coalj4eripg

this Matter, I can thmk hut pf . |hree

Things,

hi?

!*-
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Things, which can fee" made applicable

to the prcfent Cafe;—-The Ffrft Is, to

gratify this deihudtive PalTion to the tlt-

moft, by knocking every Frendhhiin bfi

the Head, wherever he can be met with,

by Sea ct Land, for the unpardonable

Crime of making Goods better, or felling

them cheaper than the J5«^/j/^ ;—The
fecond is a Confequence of the former,

homely, to knock all Cuftomers on the

Head, Natives or Foreigners, who {hal|

dare to buy fuch- Goods, in(lead of purr

chafing every Thing at the J5»^/^ Shop,

—The third is, to make better Goods our-

Telves, and to fell them cheaper ;-^as ^

Means of attrading a general Courfe. of

Trade to ourfelves, without doing 'Vio*

lence to our Neighbours.— • , .

. . Vr" '

The two Firft of thefe, are what nO

People upon the Face of the Globe will

dare openly to avov^r.—Yet, it is much to

be feared, that Motives not altogether

unlike them, have a fecret Influence on

E 2 the

(
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the Condud ofMankind, both nationally,

iDd individually, could they be feen in

their proper Colours, without Artifice or

PiT^pife.

But happily for the Peace of the

World, fuch Motives are not only too

bad, to be publicly s^vowed i but are al-

fo too dangerous to be atteippted in a

general Wayi becaufe they would cer-r

tainly end in the Deflrudtiou of the De-

ilroyers. The 3d Propofal therefore i&

the only one, which ought to be reducec)

to Pradice; namely, to endeavour to nxake

our own Goods better, and to fell then^

cheaper than our Rivals.—^Now, Sir, this

is not only what we EngUJh ought to do^^

but I aver that it is, what we adually dq

perform in various Inftances; as I (hall

prefcntly fct forth :—And therefore our

National Jealoufy againft France is fo

much the mor^ unreafonable and ab-

(urd; -

'

. fw ^:"tn'-j*"ti'*. ^'•:-»-4-.;
J I

. s .

My
i>(\i

«*
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My firft Proof (hall be brought from

your own Country, Switzerland itTolf.

For there, if any where, the Manufadturea

of France may be fuppofed to have an Ad-

vantage over the Engli/h, by Means of the

Vicinity of the two Countries to each

other, without any Sea, and indeed with

hardly any Land to intervene. And yet»

Sir, you know very well, that in all the

Branches of the Metal Trade, viz. Lead

and Tin, Copper and Brafs, Iron and

Steel, the Engli/h have an univerfal Supe-

riority :—Alfo that in many Articles of

Woollens, of Worftcds, of mixt Stuffs,

Cottons, and Cotton Velvets, Camblets,

&c. &c. the Engiifli are more than a

Match for the Fr^/rrA in everyMarket from

the Lake of Geneva to the Lake of Con^

Jlance, and to Bafil on the Rhine. More-

over* as %o Chintzes, Callicoes, and all

Kinds of Eaji India Goods, alfo Paper

{langings, and feme Sort of Furniture,

feme Kind^ of Toys or Trinkets, and all

|Cinds of matheinatical ApparatufTes, and

Chirurgical

J,

»i
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Chlrufgical Inftruments, the French can

Mfdly pretend to vie with the Ertglijh in

the Ooodnefs, and Cheapnefs of thefe

Tilings.—This, Sir, is my firft Proof

;

iahd furely you will allow, that, as far as

it goes, it carries Convidion along

With it.
J

•'u^BuT 2dly. Iwill adduce ^fwr/Vtfitfe!f,

ihd compel it tb be an unwilliiig Witnefs

to the fame EiFeA.—Long before our

tnifty and well-beloved Colonies had open-

ly declared for Indepcndancjj, they were

fecretly preparing for this grand Event.

Frdm Year to Year they were laying in

larger Stores of fuch Goods as were not of

a periihable Nature, but might be ware-

houfed without Lofl or Wafte : And du-

ring the two Years immediately preceding

their famous Non -importation Scheme,

they ftrained every Nerve, and ftretched

their Credit to the utmoft, in order to ac-

cumulate the greateft Quantities of all

Sorts of EngliJJi Manufactures. Unhap-

pily
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pily for this credulous Country, they fuc-

ceeded but too well in all their Devices,

and contracted Debts to the Amount of

4,o6o,cool. Sterling. Then they pulled

<^ the Mafk, and threatened immediate

DeftruClion to our very Being, as a trading

Nation, if we dared to require them to

contribute to the general Expence, which

they had occafioned. ** The Trade of

*f th^' Q^onies, Sir, was, the Trade of

*« Tradfed. For all others? Were nothing,

*^ and left than nothing, in Comparifon

*^ thereto. Poor England would be r^m-,

« cd; 4hie Potts of London, Brijlol, tt-

*^ verpddl, Qlafgow, &c. &c. &c. woujd.

** become mere Deferts, were it not for

*« the Colonics i-—All our Manufactures
s

" at Bt'rmtn^haM, IVoherhampton, _Man^.

** che/ier, Leeds, Halifax, and in all the

** Cloathing Counties, would be entirely

** at a Stand, and Grafs would grow in our

" Streets."—^Thefe Calamities would cer-

tainly befall us, unlefs theColonifts fhould

ftill enjoy the fame Privileges as ourfelves,

with
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with many additional ones;—and unlefs

they (hould have their Property ftill de-

fended, their Battles fought both by Land

and Sea, and theirWars maintained, with-

out being obliged to pay a fingle Sixpence

towards any of th^em, J:^ more than

they thenafelves (hould chufe to give. _j y.j'

The Amertcans having thus cofitra^itedn-^

a Debt of Four Millions Sterlings due to

our Merchants, and ha.ving at the fame

Time involved the MotJier-rCountry in a

new national Debt of upwards gf Fifty

Millions, incurred in their Defence, be-

gan to ad their Parts with lefs Referve*

Their next Scheme was, to fet up Manu-
faftures of their ovvn, in Oppofition to

ours,—and alfo to import Manufadtures

from France^ from Holland, and every

other Country, in order to fuperfede the

Ufe of ours. Aqd then our Doom was

fixed for ever I We were loil and un-

done !

- iJ iJ t.

Well,
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-* Well, Sir, all thefc Schemes having

been tried, and tried again, what was the

Confequence ?-i-Almoft every one of thetn

has failed :-»-And Trade, after fome In-

terWption, has, for the moft tart, re-

turned into its former Channel, ^ay,

French ^hi^i, ind 6ther neutral Bottoms

[as long as the Farce of Neutrality could

poiSblybe adted] were employed in car-

rying Brtiijh Manufadures to ner rebelli-

ous Colonies.—So that thele our quondam

Cuftomers, now become moft bitter.Ene-

Ihies, initead ofbeing able to fupply them-

felves out of their own Stores, or to pro-

cure Supplies fron^ Qther, Countries, were

obliged, for their own Sakes, to have Rc^

courfe again to the Ma^ufadtures of Eng^

/««</:—And that too at an Expence of at

leaft Forty per Cent, dearer than they

might have purchafed the fame> had they

continued in their Allegiance, and had

known ^yhen they were well.. H "^ic^l^^c^

Ki^'fft;"ij
'

' F '" After

* ;
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. zerlandi, and o£ the<jCGk>nies,, J iif)pe you

do^not expedt any otlffr Frojofs in Cqnfir-

ipation of this Point-;—nay, I %^ter my-

felf, that both Frenchi^nd En^Ii^ Readers

arc, by this Time.perfectly _€onyinced, that

there ;^re feyeral Species of JSf^/j^Manu-

fadures .both jnych cheaper, and .much

more qeiirable in themielves, thanthoje

oTPrance; Confe^quently, that v^e ought

ho^ to be' frighted with that Bug6>ear any

t^6^fei Vi2.-^6f tneFr^w^' under-felHiig

Ufefiti ^btt^gn Mtkets ; 1 mean in fuch

Artti^^i'ii 'th^'^oVe-i^entibned: 1

••^ THis^bfeihg^^he ^ki^; 11 is liii^lfb no

Mean^ittdredibk; 'tf]fitthe£>7^/^ te
faiaiureg iho^d'mi'zVeVii ^'in Ffante,

or that fthe Ff5?«^/: Naition fbould ha^e

a Mpeculibr Fondnfeft >for I tfaeto; '
That thefe Mdhiift©:^fes - aifc hiubh

cheaper, hdth feceii proved ^h-eady by a

Series of Eviidfewceflot to b^ -reftfhd :

—

And that they are alfo more dejirable in

-J I -A ,
*> themfelves.
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themfelves, that is, ^ better ma^/ mort

convenient for Ufe, neater, more efeganlt*

\y finiflied, and in general, better -eni<^

melled, or polifliedi is coiife^d' by all

and mojkjefpeciaUy by our own ungrateful

Colonifls^ who woald havte been the lall

of all Mfrn living* to have given a Pre-

ference to Englijh Manufactures, if they

could have known where to have got better^

The Principles both of O^^-tf/w^, and'

intrinfic GW«^ being thus e{labli(hed,

Motives very fuffici^nt in themfclves to re-

commend the Ufe of Englijh Manufac-^

tures to any People, if not too poor to

buy theni,—I will now add another In-

ducement, which operates on the French

Nation with uncommon Force and Energy;*

and that is. Novelty, Variety, and Shew,

—The Paffion of wifhing to be diftin-

guijhed is indeed univerfally implanted in

Human Nature; and may be madeiubfer-

vicnt both to good, and bad Purpofes, ac-

cording as it is applied. But I think it-

- '* F 2 rauft
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muft be allowed, that the French Nation

poficjfs it in an higher Degree than n od

others. Hence it follows, that as feveral

Species of Englijh Manufadtures are not

only cheaper, and better, than what can

be procured elfewhere,—but have like-

wife this 'farther Advantage, when they

enter France,—that they are foreigny'^

therefore «ov^/,*—and therefore afford

greater Variety %^^\h&y have this addi-

tional Recommendation, that they attraB

the Notice ofthe Beholders more flrongly

than Z^rf^fAManufkdluresof the fame Kind

can pe fuppofed to do. Indeed we oflen

find, that this Paffion for Variety, and for

being diftinguifhed thereby, operates fo

powerfully as to fuperfedemoftother Con-^

iiderations.—Were it not fo, how can

you account for that ardent Defire in

many French Ladies to be drefled in

Englijh Silks, and to wear EngliJIi Rib-

bons, Englifli Gloves, &c. &c. &c.—

^

whilft our Englijh Ladies are equally un-

happ)'; ynlffs jhey cm ^PP^^' J" French ?



Or, an in Q;U I R Y, Wr. 4^^

Nay, What elfe can account for thst

Cuflom in the Royal Palaces of Fraricgy

which appears fo ftrailge in our Bjr^si*

and fo repugnant to our Ideas ?—I meaa

the pe#mifctiog very confiderable Quanti-

ties of Englijh Jewels^ and Various Toyt

and Trinkets [Bijout'erk d^Angl^erreY

to htixAdii openly, and avowedly as EngUflt^

at xht Palais Royal \^ Paris, alfo at

Verfailles, FontainbleaU, &c. &c. even

within the Hearing of the King, if his

Majefty fhould happen to be pafling by.

That this is, or at leaft, that this was

thp Fa<a, I appeal to yourfclf,—I appeal"

to all the World.-^But I have done. For

furely this Part of the Subjed requires

no farther Jlluftration. - . • - t

,
. ,

^^'mm^
Let us therefore now confider, Whe-

thet' it be the Intereft of Great Britain

to reduce fuch a Kingdom, and fo difpofed

towards the Ufe of our Manufadtures, to

Want and Beggary, had (he really the

Power of cfFcdting fuch a Cataftrophe ?

•—On the contrary, Whether it be not

our

,0

h i

i
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QHTftriHi lateccft^to promote thd Froipr^t

ri^pf .J^<9;ir/ by all juil> ^mllhciBourable'

INJjf^ftB, fer rfic ifflf^riXarne. RMfgn,' fchat

^ iWgl^tt) j^P^^fi^^^o"^ ^wn ?wQiic, or:

otllfil:ioC'<l(^ Abcfnfttiyes ni^boJRfght^.

^^^iPtl^Ci/ Ww>ngL. If Ft^pct ftiouldf

gppMf. PfipFer, fhe jiAufl be &>. much tlie:

iiymiN(j& C^qfiomiBr to £«^g7tf«/j-—.iEi richcrv

IVfpbaftly fft much the better.' . This i»

f^ plaii) : 9 Cafe> that one would think,\

i\^|ion^l,Pft;judice itfelf could: not be able

tQ;prev4nt (uch an evident Truth front'^

b^Og univerfally acknowledged, and af4;

f<^nt64 ^^ But as this Demon, the Jea^^

lo^ of, ^rade., puts on various Shapes in

ofdqrtp h^Unt^ and terrify Mankind

with dreadful Panics, and groundlefs

F'ears, I will endeavour to purfue him

thrqu^out all his Forms,—in or-

der to. convince the World, if I can,

that Frpvidcnce never defigned us to be

Beafts of Prey, to bite and devour one

ai^pther;—but on the coritiaiy,^—that

yih^^^< is; a focial Duty in a moral

?nrt t'd

lifn

i1
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Sen(e, was likewife intended by our

wife, mp. grtcious '^e9|Cor;;^tojbe our

real, lading, ar^ national Intereft in a

commercial. And in^tho PrcrfpcH^tlQ^.cf

an Underlying of this Naturervlt jc^n-

jiot douJ)t of the w^meil WiJh^Ss of
every Lover f>f .Ma^jfcind, an4 f^. Pa-

triot, French, or J^g/^'ytMre c^pisci"

ally of the benevolent Monfieur Neckek.
—I thtttforc here beg his Aareptandfe of

my beft Thanks for giving me an Op-

portunity of purfuibg tiu^^favourite Sub-

jedt ;—and that he would believe me to

be, . . ',^

I

,
:

II

I

^^'^f^'Arid devoted humble Servant'

t

: i

i' !

.
' (

!1

'il
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further Conjid&ati&ns cm the Vnreafona*^

^^hlerkfs $f the yeeHouJy of T'rade^ when

• '^[ ,
it' aitempiing to exclude Rivals, and ofthe

f.

"4
Inejitaif of^it'fikbdrd the attaining of

'-'
df^'g06dEndHohatei3er\ ^ -^-i-

lo t,^ M O JK Si %u:R M BiC k b r« -

I^P «& -^iti, !)nivitj -i:^ ^:ln« fir ib<i ^vo:.

FROM the Days of tiEsioD to tfce

prefent Hour, it has been obferved^

tlj^t two of a Trade jqan pever agree. The

Catalogue which Hesiod gives of thefe

Contenders is in Part fo ludicrous, that

I cannot fuppofe that Beggars and Ballad^

Singers were armed byany Legiflaturewith

monopolizing, and exclufive Privileges.

Nay, I think it may be inferred from the

Poet's



On, AN INQ.UIRY, Wr. 49

Poet's own Words, that all Trades Were

once free ; elfe, why (hould he declare*
*

that an Emulation among Tradefmen

was for the Public Good P Why, I fay,

unlefs that Emulation was permitted Co

operate? j^r.QWv/ <;it>vt:':nA riojira

But whether there were excltifive

Companies of Trades fubfifling at that
'

Jun^ure, or not, we ktiow that in Pro-

cefs ofTime the monopolizing Spirit pre-

vailed almoft every where; fo that no

Opportunity was omitted of eftabli(bing

Companies of Reilraint and Exclqiion

under pn^ :pretence or other. . ju ^niyivyi
•^i'-.

../
» . *

.

In my late Anfwer to Mr. Locke's

Theory of Government, I have (hewn

[Page 310] that the iirft Charters given

to Tradefmen by Gothic Princes, and

their feudal Barons, were Charters of

meer Prote^ion, Thefc were greatly

wanted, and very neceiTary in a barbarous

Age, when all Europe was over-run with

. ,. G armed
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j>iTOc4>Mfen» . who were in faa no better

.$kain SatiiliAihJUid. lifhfxthou^t they had

rarRighit to kketfrfltn thoie, and on their

,|»iiDpcut(jr,^as Iftwful Plunder, who were

• AdtjpM)AQ6tfd; / Bot when a Set of perfe-

cuted Artificers were once coUcded toge-

ther, by Means of a Charter, into a Place

ofii ^l^nglh »nd iSiiSety, and near fome

?gteait Cgiilc), Ibtyiwere fecured from far-

.iWrrtlnfiiltSi rfa that neither the Free-

bpptBBif^f the. Prince, nor of the Barons,

daifidftoc moleft'^ithem; Alfo being im-

:posKarhd to leled^i their own Magiflrates,

laAdro niake'By-^hws for their better Go-

vernment, they Md the Advantage of

having their Differences decided among

theitSfiSves^ and JufVice adminiftered at

theiit own Doors. Now all thi$ was right

i»n<i proper 5 and had thefe Mechanics pro-

ceeded no farther in the Affair of Incor-

poration, and their - Dcfire of Protection,

they would Irnve done a fingular Service

both to tbemtelves, and to Mankind.

JBttt unhappily for the Public, and in the

LJiuu ">
End
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End (or thcrxifrelv«9/ fhit iVoiildf iMt ei>ii»-

tent them : Pdr thejy^H^Hb tbtm' ' fti'

cured in their oWn Ptbpei^ty, and' jicf^''

mttted to enjoy &\c fMti'oCtheir Induftcy''

and Ltbdbr,: than thty li^ah tb invade'

the Property' df othcfsr ^nd fVora !fcm^

perfecuted, they tdAithenccd Vfolihr

Perfecutors^. Under I*i-cWncc of Shaking'

Regulations for thti Gtx^ of trarfi; abet

of keeping Jp the Crtdit of Man'ufSti

turesi they • iWodut^d ' lifonobollts 'aiict

Ejtclufioni ipi^ithbut Niimher j fa that

were a Cfbiieaibh to feiB instdfe 6f ari'tjfie'

Tricks, Artifices, arid' Dif^uiies whten

thefe Meh introduced under the' Milk'rf

Zeal f6r the public Good, l?ut in Reatit/

to difcouiage £)mulai:ibn, arid to prevQut

Rivals in their rcfpcdive Trades, per-

haps it would exhibit one of the moit

curious Figures of human Knavery

blended with huipan. Folly, that c^vci:

'"PP"'^ ,:m^4€^ '^i>b'-\-^ miq\oi<\

But indeed, Sir, you in France have

G 2 rendered

A'

?

( !

t
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rendered; this Exhibition unnecefTary on

our Part ; confequently all that we have to

do, is tp: add a few Touches to your capital

Picc^, .Your Pr^d^cedpr, MonfieurTuR-

Gf)Q^> jhad amafllid together fuch Heaps

of^Abrurdities^M copied from the By-laws,

a^^d rc^^lufive Reilri^ions of your feveral

Companies of Trades, inordertoexpofe

l^ofh their Knave^r^ and their Fjolly, that

I really thought! ; when he had obtained

a fojemn Bed ofr Juftice from his> Royal

Mailer at Verjaillest i zth Afarch ijyS,

for. the Abolition of them,—Impudence

itfelf would not have been able to have
* —.

yithftood the Force of fuch complicated

]^yi4ence. And I congratulated . the Mi-

nifter, who had honoured me with a

pnnted Copy of the Proceeding, on the

great Vidory he had gained over the

grcateft Enemiea of France, Ignorance,

Idlenefs, and Fraud i Vidories of more

f^af Confequcnce to the Grandeur and

Profpe'rity of any Kingdom, than all

the Battles won by her moll auguft So-

I ^ < vereigns.

Vii:
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vereigns, or ableft Generals. But alas !^

his Triumph was but ihort ;—a fine

Dream [to« Reve] as he expreffed it?

in a fublequent Letter, a Phantom, and

no Reality. And the Reward he re-

ceived, for attempting to do his Country

fuch eminent Service, was to be dl(^

carded.
iij 'V

Sir, . in thefe Particulars, [that is, in

the demolifhing exclufive Charters] you

muft allow, that England enjoys a mani-

feft Superiority over Franee. Our exclu-

five Corporations,., and Companies of

Trades in Towns and Cities, have at pre-

fent very little Power of doing Mifchief,

compared with what they formerly had.

For Men's Eyes begin to be opened twtry

where : And the flourishing State of thofe

great manufadturing Places in England

[the greateft perhaps in the knov^n World,

certainly the greatefl in Europe] where

every Man enjoys perfect Freedom to

follow that Courfe of Trade, to which his

Gcnius^
/i;i'

i.i'

X.
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Cel]fiu^d# Ciit;i(imftahc<;sarebefbfi!iit«dr

-^Ifa^, this floih^iriiing StSfte ha^ madfcf

thcdulkfi of iw ta/^^/, fhat IriAiftfjir and

Jri^entiity irfe ' bfeft' jtlcdttd iff cdhrtartt

ErtiuEtioiT; artd'th^t tioMati 6\x^t to

fi<d^ii^ttidl >o^t& t'hefdwer o/ ^ LiW, or

v/i(t\ in exclufive P'riVilege, to crufh his

Rival. Nay, we can go farther : For we

not only Jee/» but alfo reafin a little on

this Head :—I fay, a little; for alas ! it

IS nbt'much. May our reaibning. Facul-

ties daily gather Strength, fo that good

Senfe and real Patriotifm may everywhere

prevail! However, we can even* now dif-

cerit clearly enough, that the Schemes of

fliort-lighted 'fradefmen, in excluding

tlieir Brother-Tradefmen from being their

Rivals, mud end in their own Lofs and

Difapppintmertt ; Becaufe fuch Devices

are no other than palpable Cheats put

upon themfelves. Take for Inftancc the

following Illuftration. A Set of ^jyiecha-

nics,. or common Tradeftnen, a Baker, a

Butcher, a Shoe-maker, a Carpenter, a

Shop-keeper,
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Shop-keeper, and a Taylor, tclng ttict .

together in deep Confuhation, refdVc fc

exclude all thofe Interlopers, who not

having fervcd regular Apprenticcfhjp?,

dare to manufadbure Goods, or not bein^

free of Companies and Corporatior^s,

dare to vend them.—Filled with the pa-
\,

triotic Reiblution of promoting the Good

of Trade (as their cant Phrafc is) the

Baker opens the Affair. He obferves

with great Sagacity, that Butchers, Shoe-

makers, Carpenters, Shop-keepers^ Tay-

lors, &c. &c. whether free, or not frce^

and whether regularly bred to their re-

fpe^ive Trades, or not,—all alike cat

Bread, Therefore he has no Objedlipn

againft Numbers of fuch Tradefmen fet-

tling near him, in order that they may

eat ^/> Bread: But as to that impudent,

interloping Fellow [pointing at the poor,

Non-Freeman Baker] who has fet up a

Shop in his Neighbourhood to take away

his Cuftomers, he is refolved to punifli

him, as a Terror to others. The Butcher

comes

li

-. !•
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comCi^ next ; and he follows the Baker

in the fame Strain ;—and fq on, till the

Farce has quite gone round.—And then

at the Foot of the Account thefe wife

Schemers have difcovered, that they

have gained, jufl nothing at all; but on

the contrary, that by their mutual Exclu-

fio'^s, they have damped thje Spirit of In-

duilry and Emulation both in them-

felves, and others. A
"Mh:''-'>^ iffaqo Tiit-i

' —Thus, Sir, we reafon in England:

And what is much better, in many

Cafes thus we adt. For though in fuch

a Conftitution as ours, it is dangerous to

meddle with antient Charters, even where

their Faults are* very appa'-ent, yet we

frequently correct their bad Effects, with-

out feeming to touch the Foundation.

The Liberty of Trade granted' by ^dls of

Parliament to Perfons of a certain De-

fcription [which Privilege Is how ex-

tended to all who ferve in the Militia,]

goes a great Way towards defeating the

Projei^s,
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^'Projedbf and preventing the monopo-r

^lizing Mifchiefs of ignorant, (hert-

./iighted Tradefmen. But above all, our

i Courts of Juftice do» for the moil Part,

llfavour the general Liberty of the Sub-

jeft, wherever they can; for when

any Caufe of this Nature is brought

before them, the Judges, as well as the

iCbancit hardly ever fail to obferve, in

fumming up the Evidence, that the

Grouiid of Complaint furniihes the

ftrongeft Evidence againft the Juftice of

the Complainant's Cafe. " Had the

** perfecuted Defendant, fay they, been

** an unthrifty, improvident, or unfliil-

>' ful Man ;—had he fold his Goods

•' dearer, or made them worfc than the

** Plaintiffs j—thefe People would have

," taken no Notice of him for fuch

Mifdemeanors, notwithflandlng their

" Boafts for the Good of Trade, aad

'* lor fupporting the Credit of Manu-
** fad:uresj but wouid have permitted

" him to be ruined in his own Way.

, H " Whereas

>4«

1 ; 1

f %

I
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** Whereas the real Objection of his

" Profecutors is plainly this ; he is more

** careful, more frugal, more dexterous,

«* and ingenious than they are : And
« this is the unpardonable Crime, which

«* they are now profecuting. and wishing

" to punifli."

Now, Sir, as thcfc Arguments are juft

and right ; and as in all thefe Proceed-

ings we prove ourfelves to be much more

enlightened than you are in France [I

fpeak of your praj£tical Knowledge, not

of your theoretical;] furely one might

have expelled, that we fhould have been

able to have extended to the Cafe of

rival Nations, the fame Train of reafoh-

ing, which we had fo judicioufly applied

to the Cafe of rival Individuals. But

alas ! I know not how it is> here our

reafoning Faculties, (where moft wanted)

totally fail us: And here we feem to be

arrived at our Ne plus ultra: For our

Zeal is fo blinded, that we cannot allow

.i li-.^'ti w «- » trie
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the fame Maxims to be as conclu0ve in

the one Cafe, as in the other, thought

they certainly are. " What ? fays the

" honeft Engliflimattt ought we not to

•* be jealous of the Incrcafe of the

" Trade of France, which is oxxr Rival t

** Ought we not to prevent her from

" growing rich, if we poflibiy can ? «

*' Surely we ought ; becaufe her Riches '

•• are our Poverty; and her Poverty is

** our Riches. We are therefore the

" natural, and necelTary Enemies to

'< each other; and fo muil remain till

*' the End of Time."— . . .

r

,

Wf' *'fv' f'i'

i Thousands, Sir, and Tens of Thou-

fands, implicitly admit thefe Portions,

without Examination : Nay, many are

fo credulous, as to make them a Part of

their political, and commercial Creeds,

though notorious Unbelievers in Things

of a better Nature.* For my Part, I

never was, and probably never fhall be

a Convert to fuch Do^ines. The

Hi Multitude

si

if

till
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Muhttude may believe wjiat they pleafe

;

but I hope I am a Protcftant of a more

confident Texture, than to afcribe Infal-

libility to any human Beings whatever.

After having rejedlcd the Pretenfions of

the Pope and his Conclave, it is hard,

if it fhould be expeded, that I fhould

blindly fubmit to the idle Decifions of

Ale-houfe Politicians,-^or, what is dill

ivorfc, to the venal Declamations of

Party- Scribblers. Conld it indeed be

made to appear, that the Supreme Being

is not able, or if able, is not loiiling, to

govern two fuch large DiftriAs as France

and Englandy with as much Wifdom and

Goodnefs, as our earthly Governors can

make the feemingly clafhing Interefts of

different Cities, Towns» or Individuals,

within their own Dominions, to harmo-

nize together for the Good of the Whole;

—I fliould then be inclined to believe,

that national Antipathies ought to be

encouraged, and that frequent Wars, as

a Confequence thereof> ought to be pro-

. .
^ -

;

fecuted
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fecuted with unrelenting Vengetnce.

But I hope, I have mude the contrtry to

appear with an Evidence not eafily to be

(haken, jnuch lefs confuted. a^r/M*

However^ I have not yet exhaniled

my Subjed : For, in Addition to every '

Thing which hath been already advanced,

I now beg Leave to obferve, that even the

Pretences for national Jealouiies between

France and England^ are much kfs plaufihli

than thofe which might have arifen be-

tween any two neighbouring Countries on

the Globe. Thus, for Example, the

Genius of a Frenchman ^ nationally cond-

dcrcd, is quick and lively, rapid and dc-

fultory 5 that ofan Englijhman penetrating

and thoughtful, methodical and corredt.

In the one Fancy is predominant, in the

other Judgment, The Frenchman's bril-

liant Fancy leads him to cxcell in almofl

all the Works of Ornament and Shew

:

The EngliJJtmans folid Judgment may be

traced in the Manufadure of fuch Goods

" 'y--- as

f-

*

W

11*
Is. I'
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as are fitted for general Ufe and Conye-

nience. A Frenchman wishes to (Irike

the Eye of the Spectator at the firfl

Glance; an Englifltman drives to call forth

his Attention to examine the Goodnefs of

. the Work, and the Skill and Contrivance

of the Workman. Thefe Obfervations

have been often made : Indeed they are

very obvious. Why then is not the pro-

per Inference deduced from them ?—An
Inference of fo much Confequcnce to the

Peace and Happinefs of Mankind ?

Namely, that fuch different Talents and

Capacities cannot, properly fpcaking, be

Rivals to each other ; for they a<fl in dif-

ferent Spheres, and tend to different Ends

and Ufes. Therefore there is fo much
the lefs colourable Pretext for national

Jealoufy between France and Engkuid, re-

fpeding Trade, inafmuch as there can

hardly be a national Competition between
' T?*

.:.r

Moreover, as the Matter which we

<};.
are
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are now upon, is of fuch vtft Importance

to the Peace and Happinefs of Society,—

I muft yet coniidcr it in another Point of

View.—The Illuftration of the Subjei^

may perhaps appear to fome Readers to bt

too ludicrous : But as the Obfervations ar^

juft, and the Confequence very momen-

tous, I fhall be lefs anxious refpeding any

Cenfure on that Head. Ha Nuga Jerla

- ^ The Province of Monfieur k VaUt^

and of Monf, le Frizeur and of Mada-

tnoifelle la Coifeufe^ &c. is to fabricatt

with their own Fingers, thofe pretty Be-

ings, called Beaux and Belles ;—Things,

which for the moft Part owe their Ex-

iftence to a lively Conception, and a

fprightly undefinablc Je ne feat quou

Confequently no Syftem of Machines, pro*

perly fpeaking, can be ufed, in the For-

mation of fuch Animalculs, and in giving

them the finifhed Grace. For all depenc^*;

on the prefent Fancy, Tafte, or Ton.

In

.J'

•Ji
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In a Word, the Mode, cr F^ihion h the

great Empire^ in which France has

reigned, and probably will always reign

wicboiit a Riv^l. The Cafe oi the plod-

ding EngJiflman is^ of a quite different

Completion. I^ eicceUe in the Diflri-

bution of Labour into diflii|<^ Portjoas,

aod of ^juding each Portion to thp SJiiU,

and Strength t , and Age, ajxd Sex of the

Perfon to be employed. Moreover he has

hardly his Equal in the Conflru(5lion of

Machines for the various Purpofcs ofidif^

ferent Manufactures. But he cannot adapt

the Coggs of his Wheels, J|?itJ Screws, his

PullieSy or his Lr^ver^, Ui.». Wind, hi«

Water, or his pir^-Englncs to the Fubri-

(pation of Beaux and Belles. This is an

Affair quite diflin<^> and will ever fp rer

main: Confequently in thefe Things he

is ncceiTariJy deficient, indeed, • hid i|

been poifible for hint to have applied hi;s

mechanic Genius, and co*cn)prc.i?j Ma-
chines to fuch Purpqfes, .tliicre is n^

Doubt to be made but the Bm.lfli Manu,-

r\ ' fadures
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fafturcs of Beaux and Belles would have

been the befl, and cheapefl, and the tnoii

exquijitcly polifhed upon Earth.

Hence therefore it feems to follow,

that both the French and the Engiifli ought

to be content with their refpedtive Talents,

and not to attempt thofe Things, in the

Execution of which they will, for the

mod Part, be fure to fail. And if this

Inference be a juft one, it will alfo follow,

that were the two Nations to enjoy a 4»>lid

Peace, [which they hardly ever will do,

while this Fiend, the Jealoujy oflnJe is

fowingDifcord between them] they would

be much the richer, and if the richer, fo

much the better Cuftomers to each other.

In fuch a Cafe, as France encrcafed in

Wealth, the Frenchman would with to en-

joy fundry Articles of Ufe and Conveni-

ence, which he never wo Jr? have thought

of in his poor Eftate : And therefore he

would purchafe them (either mediately,

or immediately) at th^ Eng/ijh Market;

I becaufc

ij I

"'

^f

wf
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becaafe there is the greateft Choice and

Variety, and becaufe there alfo he will

find almoft all Kinds of Manufa<5tures

made the heft, and fold the cheapeft. On

. the other Hand, in Proportion as England

grew richer, the Englijh of both Sexes

would with to diftinguifh themfelvcs in

French Modes and Fafhions, and to im-

prove, as Lord Chesterfield phrafes

it, in thofe Graces, which are not the

Growth of this Country. ;
,>-??:;

vt'f . .Cii-ti.. V
J*." * »•

Here then I afk. Is there any Thing

unnatural in fuch Proceedings ? Any

Thing on either Side diihonourable or

bafe ? Why therefore fuch an Outcry

about the Lofs of Trade ? And what Rea-

fon can be afTigned for harbouring national

Antipathies again ft each other ? Nay, I

will go farther :—Suppofing that both

Sides kept within certain Limits, which it

is the Bufinefs of every wife Legiflature to

regulate, and prefcribe ; and fuppofing^

that they did not run into Exce/s, what is

there.
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there, which the ftrifteft MoralHl could

cenfure, or the wifeft Statefman, and moft

enlightened Patriot could wifli to alter in

the ConduA of either Nation ? Much
more might have been added ; but truly I

have faid enough.—At leaft, if by this

Time you, and others will not acknow-

ledge yourfelves Converts to my Dodtrine,

I am fully perfuaded, that you will give

me fomc Credit for the Goodnefs of my
Intention, though at the Expence of my
Underftanding. Better pleafed with fuch

a Compliment, than with a contrary one.

I have the Honour to be, \

Your obliged.

And devoted humble Servant,

J it.'

J T.

I 2 LET-
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LETTER V.

l^he CafeJiated between ^n^2iT{6. and Athc-

rica, Juppojing England to be 'bidtoriouSf

'and the Americans vanquijhed in this

Dijpute. ^ ...

.•t,; •

To MONSIEUR NECKER.

Cui Bono?

SIR,

PNGLAND 2in6i America arc at War,

and have been fo for a feries of Years.

Immenfe Treafures have been fpent. Tor-

rents of Bluod fpilt, a-^mberlefs Lives

loft, belides thofe who fell in Battle ; and

Confufion, and all Kinds of evil Works

have every where prevailed, in order to

obtain,—What? England fays, that (he

fights to recover the Allegiance of her

revolted Colonies :—And America, that

flie iights for Independance.

I DO



Or, an in au I R Y, 69

' I DO not here eiiter into thfc Queftion^

which Side was originally, or is now td

blame, according to the Terms of the

Engli/h Conftitutiort {—Whtt arfe in the

Right, and who in the Wrong in this

unhappy Difpute ?—That is a diftihdf

Confideration, foreign to the Subjedt now

before us. My prefent Bufiiiefs is fipi-

ply this :—To enquire. What Benefits or

Advantages are to be obtained by Suc-

cefles on cither Side, fuppofing either

Side to be vi«ftorious ? ' v s

And firft, as to England's recovering

America. England therefore is foppofed

to prevail ; and the Rebellion to be

fupprefTed.—Nay, that we may not do

Things by Halves, we will fuppofe far-

ther, that an Union as complete, and a

Reconciliation as cordial have at laft
c,

taken Place, as ever did. Therefore

Cut Bono? And what Benefits, when

Accounts are fairly balanced^ is England

to

'M

i'

m
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. to receive from this Return of American

Allegiance ? » *» j.: ^ . t *. : r. , * , i^. .?

,

aril io aVtiiisT -^it <0 i;;i;^'.:j.!f; ,

> •^fi^

, . Three Things are faid to be the End

and Objedt of our prefent unremitting

Enf^ea»/ours.
J >'.

•fti--' v.j''
>:fMUI *.»/ •

„ First, We propofe to recover our loft

Trade with the Colonies : : :

',- ^ --..

4

Secondly, We hope, that when a

Reconciliation fhall take Place, the Ame^

ricans will be perfuaded (though not com-

pelled) to bear fome Share in the general

Expences of the Empire. : -^

And thirdly. We conceive, that by

their Submiffion and Obedience we fhall

recover our wonted Renown and national

Glory.

Thefe are all the Motives real or pre-

tended, which can be alligned for the

Continuance

t* .ifejArjiW
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Continuance of the prefent War. Let

us therefore examine each of them fe-

parately ; and then we may the better

attend to their coUedtive Force. ^^* *"'*

^:,j'
-^^

.;!l*:*i:

And firft we propofe the Recovery

of our Trade. Trade, Sir, is a very

vague Term ; and may ftand for any

commercial Intercourfe between Nation

and Nation, or between Man and Man,

however carried on. But, in the Place

before us, the Term muft fignify the Ex-

portation of Britijh Manufactures into

America, and the Importation of Ame-

fican Produce into Britain, This Ex-

portation, and this Importation, it feems,

we have loft : And War and Vi(5lory are

propofed as the propereft of all Meafures

for the Reparation of our LofTcs. Now
it happens very unluckily for the Advo-

cates for the prefent War, that both

thefe Proportions are egregioufly falfj;

—Falfe, I mean, in the Senfe by tht;m

intended. For we have no otherwlle

loft

'
' \'

'

W.
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kiik oat Trade x^'ith jimer/ca, than as

l)Oth the Americatu, and ourfelvcs are

become much the poorer, and there-

fore /b much the worfe C'l ftcincrs to

each other, by Reafon of tho "; encimcms

Expences, whicji the War bac; ociai' -ntJ :

—At the fame I'imc, thar the Price of

the Goods and C^ ^mmoditics of the refpec-

tive Countries is prodlgioiuly enhanced to

the Confumers ;—enhanced, I lay *on ac-

count of higher Freights, higliiir Jnfuran-

ces, and greater Rifquesi—and above allon

account of thofe vaft Profi t$ which Foreign-

ers with their neutral Bottoms gain at pre-

fent, by being the fole Agents, Fadors,

and Carriers between the two Countries,

#^6%..

This being the Cafe, and fuch the Dif-

advantages on both Sides, is it ^o be won-

dered at, that the Trade between England

and America fhould not be at prefent in a

flourifhing Condition ? How indeed

could it have been otherwife in fuch a State

of Things ?—At the fame Tim^;, it is pro-

per

V *
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•per to afk. Will the Continuance of the

War, apd thofe mutual Beggaries and

Bankruptcies coniiequent thereupon i—
Will thcfe Things be a Means of reviving

oiir Trade« and of making either Side the

, richer, or the better Cuftomer^ ?-**The

Man who chufes to maintain fuch a.Pahi^

dox> is not to be envied on acoount of his

Logic. He may fay what he pleafes; <^

<' HER&ToirokE it was a Kind of tlntpar-

dohable Offence to endeavour to convince

the Englijh^ that their Maiiufa^^ured had a

Preference to thofe of other Nations in

point of Cheapnefs, For the EngH/hhvff^

a moft unaccountable Propeiliity towards

the gloomy and the difmal in their Prof-

peds concerning Trade. And nothing

feems to pleafe them better/ as the cele-

brated Lord Chesterfield uied to fay>

than gravely to be told, that thfey are

ruined and undone. Therefore his Friend

Lord BotiNGBROKE grounded all his

K patriotic>. ,u

I

I
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^ palriojtic QiiTertdtions oiltMs very Bafis;

—

! For which worthy Deeds he> and his

.J^rothcr Patriots were held in fuch high

E^oem by the good People c^England du«

ring' the long* pacific, and wealth-creating

Rjoftgii [if I might ufc fuch a Term] of Sir

R.'WiULiroLE, as approached ^Imoil to

Adorationi Indcedv long before them,

ruined and undone was ^he Burden of the

Song. An Author of fome Repute, one

. Joshua G£Ei was, fo pofTeOed with this

defpo ''A^n^ Notion, ^that he undertook to

dcfpi^iii '*^tc
\^f.

Figwjies, and Tables of

Accqiirtts, .ijiat theBalances ofTrade were

almoft €yOFy^herQ prgdigipafly again ft us

:

So /ihsit a<pfiording tOlthia comfortable De-

mopftri^non, there v^Uld notwhave re-

mainedjQne Shilling injiGreat^Britam for

.,thefc:;()Q; Y^ars Jaft.p^;, Tfet Sir, wc

haye;fpent and lavii^ed away^' .r*nce that

} Period, chiefly in unoqceiTary and unprofi-

table Wars, upwards of .i5p,'Q.oo,0ool.

Aerling ;rfA.ljqrc Pr4)9g|h^Tb«kiFa^je>ife-

,o;;riit«a A rably

y.
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rab]y deceived in his Cakulatiofli; itio' a '

mod melancholly Rcfle^ibn on our own
^

Prudence.
'

>^->i7/^
V*'"'^

/iSitu)^ fhun

:.J'n:>^^ l^'V'-'f ''l^cfCKi -r^-.':p

However, thar, which Keafbh and A r-
''^

gument could not do» refpedling Trade* >

Experience itfelf has at laft e0eAed. For '^

now the Englijh Mcithantsand Mknu*^-^

fadlurers find and feeli that their Goods at

all American Market (nbtwithftanding all ;

the prefcnt Difadvantages ihey labour un^^^^

der) are allowed to be better, and cheaper,- '•

than the like Artides of other Natiottd,^

the Americans themfelves being Jiidges.

This is a happy Omen, which tnay-tend

to many good ConfequeTxes, if properly

improved. For from hence it undeniably
""

follows, that the Americans will buy our

Goods, when it i? their Interefl, and''

when they are able fo to do, n Jt\» ithftand^

ing the bittereft Antipathy they can con-

ceive againft us. And I defy any Man to

prove, that they ever did buy our Goods,

contrary to their own Interefts, even du-

K 2 ring

tU-f-,
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ring. :^c ii>oft Aalforing. Periods of their

Friondfliip. [One Thing however I

mud confefs, that heretofore they f'X- ;

quently bought Englijh Merchandife,

whcA ifw^y.'k^W.they. w^re not able, and

ftey^J^ten^kd to-psiy for them . And with

th^ivety.O«^pitcil8 purchafed Efbites, or

cairiedon a Tr:^« -.^ fa the SpunHh Main

,

TJieccfor^) if thi? ht meant by. the Com-

plp(ip^i^t$ji w]>ea they lament the Lofs of

tJtiSu.Amfif^can, T:rade» I hope we fhall

neycr ;rfCQVer fuch.aTrade f^r the future ;

Tlij^.i^i/ never, truil them to the feme

Amom^tt The bad Debts of the Ame-

r/^^^jtQithisfCountryi long bcfcrs the pre-p

fent piAiUirbanqesi,,were great beyond ima-

gination j<^much. greater than the Sums

owing to Englan4, from all the World be-

li^e^J •,._.;* .! • '-r.:'. : .•:•

< k

Moreover wc noiv fee, and know,

that the bef-: Produce of America can

find it's Way into England, if we give the

beji Price, notwithftanding thofe Ohfta-

cks,



O », AN I N QLU I R Y, iJt. 7f

clc8, whidi Civ Wars, and national'

Animoritics> accompanied with every

other Difficulty and Difcouragemcnt, can

throw in the Way. The Tobacco of

thofc revolted Colonies, Marjhnd, and

Vtrgmia^ with the valuable Produdtions

of other Colonies, are now bought and'

fold as openly and avowedly, even at

public Auctions, in all our great Se!a«

ports, as before the War. Therefore

after fuch Piroofs, what is it, which we
can wifh for, or defire more ? And if this

be not fufficient to convince us, that the

Conqueft of .America,—fuppofing it ever

fo fcafiblc,—can be of no Manner of Vfe

in a mercantile View,—I (hould be glad

to know, what Kind of Proof will, or

can be thought fufficient? In a Word,

if daily Experience, and Matters of Fadt

are not able to bring us to a Confeffion,

that our Plan is totally wrong, I know

not what elfe to have recourfe to, but to

declare openly and without Refci ve, that

we arc determined to adt both againrt

Convidtion

—

1
tL.

.hi
•

>'>
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Convidion-—and againfl ourovv^) Ir:ere(l.>

'•^Non perfuadebis» ttiamfiperfuaveris, .-a

- - ,.^f
rt .-•», T ., ;")

But we are told in the fecond Place,

<^ That the RedudHon o{ America would

be a Means of ferfuading the People on

tljiat Side of the Atlantic to bear fome

Share, and to contribute fomething to*
^

wards our heavy, national Expences.",

Good! And then the Argument will

run fomewhat to the following EfFedlj,

though not in the fame Words.

—

•)r'-* *:-.''• Vi,'.> J;'':r -^;'-:.: "

<(

(C

«

«

«

j

*• After we have for many Years en-

deavoured to fubdue the Bodies of the
_

Americans by the Force of Arms, we

will for the future difclajm all fuch

Methods ; becaufe we intend to fub-

,

jugate their Minds by the fuperior.*

Power of our enchanting Eloquence.

We will tell them, and they will cer-

tainly believe us, that we have not a

Wilh to employ compulftve Mcafures

any more. We now renounce, detefl,

"and
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and abjL're all Authority and Jurif-

di€tion over them. They fhall ehjoy

their unalienable Rights, be they what-

ever they may. They fhall make

their owti Lawr, and be theit- own

Mailers in every Thing ; And if they

chufe to pay any Taxes,—for that

(hall be entirely left to their own Dif-

cretion,—they fhall tax themfelves.

But then, after v^z have made ihcm

believe all thefe fine Things, we will

pour upon them fuch an Army of

well-chofen Tropes and Metaphors,

as they fhall not be able to withrtind;

—notwithftanding they ha\e fo long

withftood our Guns and Tayonets.

Nay more,—though in the Times of

their Profpcrity, wheri they were

both rich and able,—they did not

vouchfafe to defray one-half of their

own civil and military Expences,^

much Icfs to contribute a fmgle Shil-

ling towards the Support of ours 1—
yet when they (hall become Bankrupts

*• and

i

II
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** a^d Paupers, ^pt able to fubfiil them-

** felveSj then we >yill perfuade them to

^* give andgra^it, out ef the Abundance

*f,
of dieir Pov^ty, ricl^ Su|]|plies both

*< for their Ufcs, and for ours too. And

/* as this is fo promifing a Scheme, and

**^ fo fure of Succcfsj we will |ierfcverc

** in it, and maintain the War^ Year af-

" ter Year, coft what it. will, till we
" have accompliflied it." ,, ;. ^;^;j

,.

Sir, in my younger Days, I had the

Honour of being acquainted with a very

great Man, an original Ceniu^ in the

learned World. He ufed to fay, that the

reafoning Faculties of human Beings were

of a Nature fp precarious, that it was

impoffible to enfure the Enjoyment ©f

then), tn all Refpe^s, even for a Day.

A Phrenfy, or fome other species of

Jnfanity, might deprive a Man- of the

Ufe and Excrcife of them, either in

Whole, or in Part^ for a (hwter pr a

lon^r Time, and perhaps fflr ^ver.*—

w •' '
'

If
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If fo, fays he, may wc not cxtv^nd the

Obfervation a little farther; and conclade,

from Analogy, that whole Bodies of

Men, large Societies, and even Nations*

may be fubjedt, in fome Refpedis^ to fimi-

lar Maladies, and Fits of Folly ?—No-

thing lefs than fome fuch Suppoiition can

account for half the glaring Abfurdities,

and thofe Inconfiflencies of Charad^er and

Condudt, which ^are to be met with in

Hiftory, and which we find in the

World.

I WILL not take upon me^o defend'

this eminent Prelate's Mode of account-

ing for thofe public Inconfiftencies, and

Contradidtions of Character, with a Nar-

ration of which Hiftory ever)- where a-

bounds; but one Thing I will be bold to

fay, That were the Engli/h, the French, the

Americans, the Spaniards, and the Dutch,

to be afflidled with a Deprivation of their

Senfes, refpeding the Subjed now before

us, they could not give ftronger Speci-

L mens

I' 1

' 'J.

'H|l
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mens of national Infanity, than they give

at prefent, by perfcvering in a Series of

abfurd and ruinous Schemes, fo very re-

pugnant to every Principle of Reafon, and

fo diametrically oppofite to their own ef-

fential Interefls.
i t ^ '•-

i ^

The laft Motive afligned for perfifting

in our expenfive Schemes towards the

Recovery of America^ is, in order to re-

cover our anticnt Glory,

Glory, Sir, as far as concerns the

prefent Cafe, may be confidcred in a

two-fold View: Firil, The Glory, or

Honour of having an immenfely extended

Empire : And fecondly, the Glory or

CharacHier ofbeing brave and courageous.

If the former of thefe fhould be

here meant, then there is a moft impor-

tant Queftion firfl to be determined

:

Namely, Whether it be for our red In'

terejl and national Advantage, to have

fuch

\\

V
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iiich an immenfely extended Empire, as

-; we now have, or lately had ? And whe-

ther any Man will undertikc to prove,

that the Englijh Nation is, or wHI be

the happier, the richer, the wiler, or

the ftronger, by having fuch an unma-

nageable Empire ? I fay, all thefe Things

muft be previoufly proved.—And then it

will be Tin e enough for us to confidcr,

how far our Glory is concerned in the

Recovery of a nominal Sovereignty over

thofe immenfe and diftant Regions :—
I fay, a nominal one ; for at beft it was

no other, even when we were fighting

their Battles, and fpending our bcft

Blood and Treafure in their Caufe :—

•

^p^ Even then we were not permitted to

prefs a fingle American on Shore, though

our Ships of War in the f Harbours

were filled with Kngliih Sailors prejfed for

their Defence. The late Governor

Hutchinfon aflurcd me of this Fad:. He

faid, he n«ver would allow a Prefs-War-

rant to be executed in the Town of Bojhn,

L 2 except
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except for apprehending Englijh Deferters

:

And he believed the fame Rule prevailed

all over America, Yet this was the Man,

whofe Houfe the Bojionians demolifhed,

he/ore the War broke out, and whom Dr.

Franklin and others perfecuted with un-

remitting Rage, for being too complai-

fant to the Englijh Government.—Surely,

furcly, our Glory is deeply concerned in

maintaining or recovering fuch a Sove-

reignty as this ! It is much to our Ho-

nour ! . .

•f.-"-

But it feems, the Rules of national

Honour ana Glory are different from all

other Rules, and muft not be judged of

by the Principles of Reafon and Common

Senfe. The Doge of Fem'ce, for Inftancc,

proceeds annually in great State and

Pomp, to marry the Adriatic Sea. And
to be fure, a glorious Sight it is to the

Venetians^ to fee their Sovereign married

to a .Spoufe, fo very tra<5tabie, and fo full

of Complaifance : They mufl: think

themfelves
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themfelves much the better, the richer,

the wifer, and the ilronger, by Means of

this happy Match. However as Cuftom

has given a San^ion to the Ceremony 1 let

it pafs :—The Populace of f^enice exped

it, as their annual Holiday.—Nevcrthelefe,

were his Highncfs to proceed ftill far-

ther ;—were he to fail down the Adri^

otic, and all the Length of the Mediter*

ranean in his gilded Veffcl of State, with

filken Sails and painted Streamers ;-^

were he to pafs the Streights of Gi*

braltaVi and to fail into the Midfl: of

the great Atlantic Ocean^ in order to

marry another Wife, ftill more gentle,

more governable and fubmiflive :—What
would the World ;—nay, what would

even the Venetians fay to this Expence of

additional Ponvp and Ceremony ?—The

Application is obvious. ..

:i3

As to the fecond Senfe of Glory, per-

mit me to afk, who doth, or who can

accufe our Forces either by Land, or

Sea,

I'' 1
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Sea, of the Want of Valour, and national

Courage ?—Indeed on this Head there is

no Need, that we fhould be very lavifh

in our own Praifes. In a War of fuch

Length as the prefent, there is no Doubt

tp.be made, but that the Englijh have

given fonae Inftances of bad Condu(5l

:

Nay, perhaps, I might add, that we did

not always feel bold any more than our

Neighbours,—But who is to throw the

firft Stone at us on that Account ?—Surely

not the Americans:—And if your own

[French] Relations of feme late Engage-r

mentis, efpecially by Sea, can be depended

oiij. not the French. And as to the Dutch

and Spaniardsf when they fhall call oui;

Bravery or Courage in Queflion (which

they do not feem at all difpofed to do) it;

will be foon enough then to retort the

Accufation, and to vindicate our Honour*

In the mean Time, let it be obferved,

that fo far from accufing us of national

Timidity or the Want of Courage, all

the Nations in Europe unanimoufly blame

/>.< us
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US for our great ObAinacy, and (lubborn

Pcrfeverance in this unequal Contcft.

They do not reproach us as being Cowards,

but as Don-^ixottes, who are determined

to encounter Windmills, in order to dif-

play our Valour.
'

Upon the whole, and lA every View,

V^hether commercial, or fifcal, or even in

point of national Honour, there is not the

Shadow of an Argument to be alledged

for our prefent Conduct. Were America

this Moment to lay herfelf at our Feet,

and to fubmit to a Carte ilanche, provided

we would tAke her again into Favour,

—

it is evidently our Interefi not to accept of

fuch a Prefent.—Unlefs indeed we will

adopt Dr. Franklin's Notion, which he

very often publicly maintained, namely.

That it is the Interefi of the Inhabitants

of this Country to migrate to America^

and to let this Illand become a Defert, or

«t leaft a Province to that great Empire.

w

%

This^
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This» Sir, recalls to my Mind a Cafe

not altogether diflimilar to the Point now

before us. Our former Princes, our Ed-

wards and rur Henrys, fet up a Claim

to the Throne of France : They wiihed

to be Kings of that fine Country, as well

as of Enf^land, And, what is at this Time

of Day a Matter of Wonder and Amaze-

ment, the Englijh themfelves, inftead of

oppofing fo ruinous a Syftem, were fo in-

fatuated, as to engage in it with all their

Might, as if they had been contending for

the Prefervation of their own Lives and

Properties. Happily for our Country,

happily, I fay, for Old England^ your

female Commander, Joan d'ARc, refcued

us at lafl from the Danger of being vidlo-

rious,—that is, in other Words, from

being the Authors of our own Ruin.

Has that illuftrious Heroine left no De-

fcendanis behind her? And cannot you

find one Joan d'ARC in modern Days to

command his moil Chrijlian Maje fly's

Fleets and Armies, in order to drive us

back
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back into oor own lOand ? Yuur prefent

Commanders, with all their great Superi-

ority of Force§, together with the ulmeri-m

cam^ feem unequal to the Talk. What

Idea this ^onveys of your fuper-excel-

lep*' Courage, or Condudt, if compared

with purs, is npt nriy Province to deter-

mine.—Rather therefore let me qlofe the

whole with an ObfcrvrV'on much more

iinportantin itfelf, and- more pertinent to

m^' prcfent Subjedl. There was a period

in our Annals, when the Englijh thought

themfelves the n^fl unfortunate of Men,

by' being driven out of France, because

they fuppofed that^jfuphc.Lofres were irre-

trievable. However Time and Reflection

have reconciled them to their Fate : And

they have learnt by Experience (what

they would not learn from Realbn) that

they were happy in be;ng defeated; be-

caufe they were, during all their former

Contefts, catching at the Shadow, and

lofing the Subltance. :—Sacrificing the

real Intcrefts of their o',vn Country to the

M empty
«... -

'

-'-Of.
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empty Name of foreign Acquifitions.

Yet, Sir, France was not 3000 Miles ofFi

n - could the Hcalthincfs, the Plcafant-

ncfs, the Soil, the Gliirate, the Pro-

duction, the Genius of the People, their

Tempers, Numbers, or the Riches of the

two Countries, France and America, bear

a Comparifon with each other. . '''I'-

:j-xv.iii ilvJ-M. ..K^u. i.^i..\J - iJ?f^'. 'ilU.Jiv.'

0) In thcfe laft Sentiments, I am very

furc, that Monfieur Necker, and every

Frenchman, indeed every impartial Man,

will entirely concur with.

i .
»• ., 'r 'f>
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")»'

,- 'Ti- J Sii V >^- 'S 1 R, ;'••'*»'!'!•" x-"-

* •
Your moft obedient, >

i- •

.:, !;Ji Humble Servant,

.1.., ,

1 - k 1 « .;jf niadj !•: J -^{i/iiu ,
*

.^ • .

.•"'

r

;
_ ' • 1 i ."^lli J;^ ^;'Vi':.... ^

'

/ . ' .'

f

' •' •

...,j . . -
•-.•../'

. .- .

•'

iilh ' s
.,;< 5.

*

Li.'

;.•«.

J. ,'1

LET-
1 --

..

.
*>'

"• •*-

i

. *
"

i-



\ :

.

O 1, .1 N I N Q.U I R Y» i:f<. 91

'let T E R VI. ,.^.,

* _ •

^n Injuiry, what Benefits will accrue to

America, fuppofing her to obtain her

utmofi Wiflies of Independance in the

* Projecution of the f' fen. War,

ToMONSIE X. CKER.

*tr Cttf Bono?
t «

i « \ * % i »
' 'Vi

-S /!?,

AFTER having fliev^rn, that Eng-

landcould not poflibly be a Gainer,

but muft neceflarily be a Lofer by the

Redu<Stion, or Conqucft, or Recovery, or

Submiffion of America [call it by what

Name you pleafej we are now to reverie

the Scene, and to fuppofe, that America,

with the Affiftance of her great and good

Allies, (hall reduce England to the moft

abjedt State of Poverty and Want, yl'^e-

rica, grateful America, triumphs over her

M 2 former
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former Prote€trcfs, and exults on her

Ruins. She is a rifing Eiopire, without

Bifhops! without Nobles! witKoutlCings.

This, Sir, you knowds the L$uvguage of

that* celebrated RejHiblican Dr. PHce.

But perhaps you have never yet been

told the Name df the 'brigifial Attthor

of that prophetic Sentence : It was your

own Pffedc<5eflbr," \\ic late Monfieur

, Turcot. [Now he is dead, I am at Li-

berty to declare 'it]. la^^'^Letter of his

dated Paris i8th of February 1777, and

font to Glocejiert under a mtifl patriotic

; Cover, he fays, Je Jais des Faux pour

la ' Li^eHl^ dh '%mtirlcains, parceque ce

fird le^Tremier Hxer/ipk d'tin grandPeuple^

que ltdif'ni'Rois,hi 'Nbbtejfe [What In-

fatuation 1- He hirtiiTdf being, as I am
Ittfbfnileid, of a noble fraftiily, of aiitient

Extra6tr6n.] Bat however that may be,

' as Dr.* Price, ^hen he went to Paris,

cbnverfed Vith Mottfieur Turgot, it is

pt'bbable, that he learnt this e^tcellent

Aphorilm from him. ' For in his famous
•' it^,7sp» •uiqiKiOT

.

,^vijr*:'g.^
:**^^^Parnbhlet

mmm\ 'M
f.. ^ -

••
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PaA)phkt ih Fai^our X>{^ Amrkg^ he

^opted this very ^xpi^d^oa; wkh ^^

little Ehib^flMneiif6f^hi8^otKn» nmthmt

Biflihps, [Though, "fts^BKhopfi^Md'Pref*

bytei^ iire foMtitnes ui<sd in Scriptat^

as fynDnimoiis Terms, -^^e. Doth Dr*

Prir^ really mean to difapprove of dU

Kinds, ot6ftV€fyKmdif;;^pmkundiHg

Cdrfi however limited, as inoonfiflttftC

with the >Libertjes of the Chti^Haa

Church ? This by the by,] But to rb^

turn : England being thus laid low, and

rhumbkd to the Duil, and the American

Stripes interlaced with the Lillies, cf

France^ every where triumphant 3-!--W|iat

i^^ next. to come to pafs?-—Why truly,

after this total Separation, the Mais

of the People on t! i other Side of the

Atlanticy will begin to awake oiit of

^their Golden Dream, and reiled: on- their

prefent Situation, by comparing it with

the paft. They will do this the fooner,

becaufe all their Fears and Dreads -^bout

that fell Monfler, the tyrannical Power

,\ ^-^^^r*:^, t^':\
':' of.

,»>

V^
*
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of!£nf^M^ win then be at an End y and

th(9?'Hpb-goblmg Stoiies of Racks and

Chs^ins, and TprtureSy and Deaths, and

rajY'tHeads, and bloody fioncs, will af-

fnghti^o longer. Cpnfequently being

totlilly ftt Eafe from that Quarter, they

Hfrilt turn their Eyes to another, and will

n6t fail to reeollei£t the fine Things that

Jiad been promifed them by their artUd

JUdde^S^ in order to engage them in this

-Quarrel.. /^g^acij •
.

.

iv Great indeed, and glorious were the

^hingi that had been promifed! They

^^ett to be the happicft of all happy Ped-

^le, provided" they ^Vould fhake off thcf

galling Yoke of Britain, and affert their

lihalt^nable Birthrights, their native >-

pendnnce. When that happy Day (Iiould

come, all Grievances, and all Complaints

would ceafe for ever. The People of

America werJ9;to be blefled v/ith a Lockian

-Qpyernment, the only juft one,' the only

free/one upon Earth : Confequcntly the

fo only

.><*^'^

t :. # ,
.. •
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only cn€ fit «ml ptoper for a free People,

fiich as the Americans, to make Choice of:

Becaufe tvtvy Man would be his own Le»

gillator, hisownjudge, and his own Di«

rector, in fuch an equal, and free Re-

public: And then no 'Man would be

compelled to pay more Taxes, or other

Taxes, than he himfelf fhould previoufly

agree to««*-In a Word, all Jealoufies, and

Diicords, and Fadions, would be ba-

niihed from fuch a State ; and Harmony

and Concord, Peace and Friendfhip, every

where prevail.—Thefc Honours and

Bleffings were refcrved for America i
r

Well, the heavy Yoke of Britain

being thus thrown olf [Oh may Britons

have the Wifdom, and the Fortitude never

to yoke with the Americans again as Fel-

low-Subjects, on any Terms whatever] it

is natural to afk. What have thefe Re-

volters gained by their long-wi(hed-for

Change, after fo much Parade and Bluiler?

•—They have gained, what.neccffarily fpl-

!)
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]ow^» the Breach ofrBroil^snevtr in-

tended to be fulnlled (if ii^^^d.iiich Ac-<

quiiitions can be called Gains,) they, have

gained a general Pifapppintmenty mta(t

with Anger and Indignation* For; pow

they find, thai all the fine Speeches aQ4

alluring Promifes of their, patriotic Lea-

ders, meant nothing Ut all>-^but to ar

mnft, and to deceive. Now they fee|»

that the little Fingecs of their neiW-t

^gled Republican. <3ovem6r& are heavier

than the whole Body of the limited^

and mild Gonftiturilon^ of Old England:

And as they defpifed and t^^t^ [liktt

the Frogs in the Fable] the Government

of one King Lag^ they are now obliged to

fiibmit to the Tymnny of an hundred

King Storks.

-!•

Hence Difcontents, Comf^feints, and

Clamours will, and muft arife from every

Quarter^ as long as the Difappbinted have

Tongues to fpeak, or Voices to be heard.

And as the Example of the fbttner Mal-

vj^"^^^ . . contents.

'.iiii \i\iii jt.iiO*iit.t"

f:
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contents, when uoder the E/igii/h Govern-

^mtnt, with their pretended Lift of

Grievances, will be freih in their Memo-
ries; they will avail themfelves of fuch

I^cedents, hj turning their own Artil-

plery Mpon them, and attacking thein with

their own Weapons. Indeed nothing caa

,bemore juft, than fuch a Species of Re-

l<riii]ination ;-—efpecially when it is far-

ther coniideredy that the Provocation in

this latter Cafe, will be, on all Accounts^

infinitely greater than in the former ; for

make the mofl of the Evils, which the

:.^mericahs fuiFered when under the EnglHh

' yGovernment, and caricature them as much

^;as you pleafe,—ftill, what were they ?—

3Mere Dwarfs and Pigmies in Compaiiibn

to thofe Tyrannies and Oppreflions, of a

gigantic Size, which the Mafs of the Peo-

ple have already felt, and will continue

<« 40 feel under their new Mailers. And

the Refle£i:ion, that the very Men, who

formerly pretended to be their Deliverers

and Defenders, have pulled «£F the Mafk,

'%m^y^vn **'
-

-\'
-

•.. 1 N and

i
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' and are at 1aft become their real Tyrants

and OppreiTors, will add a peculiar Sting

to this general Indignation.

Jr'Jt:i iij

Hence we khay juftly conclude, that

the American patriotic Orators, who are

to figure away in future Times at their

Liberty*Trees, and other Pkces of public

Rendezvous, will declaim, &nd exclaim

' mbft vehemently (and indeed moft juftly)

• fomewhat to the following Eifedl*

** When this devoted Countfy wafe un-

der the Protection ^i England,—A Pro-

tedion alas ! never to be obtained any

more,—our Governments were as free

as the Nature of Man^ and our peculiar

Situations would admit. We had no

Reftraints laid on us, hut fuch as our

Parent State thought to be unavoida-

ble, fuch as fhe deemed necelTary ; by.

Way of compenfating in fome Degree

for thofe manifold Benefits, Favours,

and Prote£tiolis» we received from her,

without

**
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without 0t/r contributing a Farthing to-

wards the general Charge. Nay; more,

the Reftraints themfelves were chiefly

nominaii For you all know, thatwe con>«

tinually evaded them, * when it was our

Jntereft fo. to do: 'And out iodulgent

Mother-iCountry kindly winked at thefe

Evafions; fo that in Reality they were

no Reftraints toua. But nowj—>Oh

fad Revjede, how are lye changed I And
what arc we now CQine to! We ^e ac- >

tually become the ^Uves of our FeUow-

Subjeds, who have duped arid cheated

usmoft egregioudyt and now laugh afour

Credulity. They now rule us with a

Rod of Iron, and make us know and

feel, that their Reftmints, Orders, and \

Regulations, are not like the former

ones, to be difpenfed with at Pleafure,

or to be evaded with Impunity, but to •

be rigoroufly enforced, and punctually

obeyed.—Woe be to the Man v^ho fliall

tranfgrefs : Fines, and Imprifonments, \.

corporal Puniflimcntg, and even IP^cath

I
I

N 2 << itfelf
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•«' itfrir may be Kb Pbition. As to the

V FromKth of a free and equal Republic,

** and ^ Bleffings of a Lockian. Com^
•*! napn-Wddth;—tliey are all forgot, and

^* out of Date : Indeed it now phinly ap-^

'' pears, that ^hey were never intended to

^ be remembered any longer, than whilft

*^ they might ferve^ as Footftooh to our

<«^ prefent Rukrs, ta mount into Power.

<• For now we are gfavely toldj Aat the

**- Times will riot bearTo lax a Syftem, as

-** that every Man fl!iOuld be his own Le-

J** giflator, Ooternor, and Controller.

«* The Times require, that the Reins Of

«<' GtJvemment ^uld be held with a

'** tighter, and a ftronger Hahd than herc-

''* toforc : And that vrhofoever (hal^ pre-

*' fume to take undue Liberties wi^ thefe

*' rifling States, (hall find to his Cod, that

^ ^ they bear not the Sword in Vain.

** Hence it comes to pafe, that we

^ DOW hear from them for xhtjirfi Tinie,

«* that it is our Dutj to refpe£k the Go-

U'jits, << vernment

*'•



»

h

'f

d

«

<«

«

ft

ir

i> ' >
«<

r» »

*

'

IS

>
1

1

<(

r.
1

<«

E)f
««

a / i «

*—1*^
«<

,

<<

fe

at

i -

»

-f«

' '
»

.
.««

««

O 1, A K. I N CLU I R Y^ &^ tot

vernihent amler ^ich; we bvei tnd

that neither the Liheityr o^ tin ^neft,

nor the Liberty o£ S^eek dndl be in*

dulgedto fehflit Degree*, aa to be injiN

rious to thepublicSeiety I—meaning
thereby, their pwfi Power and Dignitj;

Thus do thefe Men, who heretofore

never ceafed ' to ij»eak Bvil of B)igni-

ties^ and to- lA^^nt aind propa^te

thoufands of Lies and CalumnilMy a-

gainfl thfr beft ahd nrildcftof OoVtt-ri-

ments;*—thus do they now rcftife us

the poor Confohtioh of complkiniiig

agaihft their unjuft and' tyranaical Pro-

ceedings. The Woi'd, inimical ecr A-

merica, fo often in their Months, and

in the Mouths of their Runner^' ieuid

Informers, is a new-coined Word> tih-

known to our antient Laws, and ut-

terly unknown to uS, till the black

Reign of thefe Repnl^lican Inquifitbrs.

—They indeed, after the Example of

their bloody Prcdcceflbrs, the inquifi-

tors of Spain, have eJ-cdfed it into a

; - " Kind

I

I
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«• Kind of Statb-Hehisy, which is to

•* fignify whatever they pleafe y and thcrc-

«* fore to fcr?e them at a commodious

M/Engine for wiTciung their Malice on

'^ all, who dare to oppofe,' or even to

*< cenAire their wicked Deeds.

rri^.>J->T!3n rii.v .rnl/l zv.n'.
"

"Formerly it was pretended, that

^^^; we ihould have had no Fad^ioos and

^.•< Divifioni among us, were it not for

*' thofe falfe Brethren, wha were cgii-

• ** tinually endeavouring to enflave us

" with the C^iaina of £»^/tf«</.—Thofc

" Chains are broken afunder ;-*-never to

",^ be joined again. But are our Animo-^

fViities therefore at an End? And are

ffj there no Fadlions and Jealouiles reign-*

" ing among us at this Jun(5l:urc ?-»^So

."far from it, ' that the evil Spirit of

,<« Pifcord'was never fo rife, as it is at

" prefent. It has infe^ed every Part oi

:" America from one End to the other.

;
" We for Inilance, the SuhjeSls forfooth,

f\Qi this free and cq,'ual Republic, have

hmi^ ^:
,; . ,
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juft Caufi to complain : Bccaufe we
have been cheated* bubbled, and be*

trayed. But as to our imperious

Mailers, the Authors of our Ruin,

what Kind of Complacency, or Con**

cord do t/uy enjoyamong themfelves?—

-

None at all :—For we know, that they

are jealous of each other's Power : We
know, that they are planning Schemes

to fupplant, and circumvent :^-And

that they make Ufe of every Engine

whether of Force or Fraud, of Bri^

bery or Terror, if practicable, in or-

der to compafs their Ends, and cruih

their Rivals. And as to that ill-bloody

and thofe Antipathies which formerly

fubfifted between the Northern, and

the Southern Colonies :-^Are they

cooled ? Are they aflwaged and mode«>

derated iince our late Revolution ? No,

they are not : On the contrary all for-

mer Diflikes and Averfions are fo

heightened and inflamed, by this very

Meafure, and by Criminations, and

/ »y V jv - « Rccri-
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** Reccitniiiations '^n Confequence diere-

^ioU «8 to tbfeaten A Civil War. Nay
** more, it is well known, th^t moft df

«< our States had libme Claims upon each

«* other, and 'tha|t ithey (frequently com^
** plained of ^lAUt^al t^ncroachments,

*<iEind reciprocal lU'furpations (which

" 'ueverifhelefs Were retrained within

-* Bounds, ^nd <prevented from breaking

out into open Violence, by. the Awe
of the MotherHOoufillry ) '^ -*- Thcre-

" :fore how is <thc Cafe at prefent?

*< Why truly, Now tthat fuch Reftraints

** arc removed, '^efe dormant Claims

** have tb^ken out^refh, and evciy Re-

** proadh ^iswnewed with redoubled Ran-

•* cour,and a greater Thirft ofRevenge :

•* «-So that in fadt, we are little better

*• than in a State of War, though we
** feemingly wear the Appearances of

4<

<(

" Peace. ,^5-«rli it^:>,': fOa ^i^£yn,'x -

*\' ,r't

V f * In fhorf, lOUt- Native Country is by

*' no Means become delirable even to our*
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" felvesa much lefs to others. lit was

<* once aa Afylum to the reft of the

" Worli But now it. i^ not a Elsu:e of

** Safety even to its natural-Sorn Inhabi-

** tants. Already great Numbers have

** left it, to return Id Europe, th^ Couor-

*' try of their Fore-fathers: A^ ftiU

** greater have migrated into the diftant

" back Countries, bordering on the

'* Lakes ; there to commence new Settle-

** ments, and new Governments. This

" they fay, they have as good a Right to

" do, as we had tobre^ loofe from the
.

Government of England, which h^d Co

long protected and defended us :—Yes,

they add, and much better, on account

of thofe fuperior Obligations, which

" we had been under to the mildefl and

" moft beneficent Government upon

«' Earth. And to fhcw that they are in

Earned, they fet us at Defiance j and

even threaten to invade us (according

as an Englijk Patriot had long ago fore-

told) with a numerous Body of Ca-.0 «« valry.
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** vdry, after the Manner of the ^Jiaiic

** and European Tartars :—Well knowing

** that we are not able to invade them.w
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Among the n^any BlefUngs we for-

merly enjoyed, one was, that we might

deep peaceably in otir Bedfi, without

Fear of being prefled either to the

Land, or Sea Service 5—eVen in De-

fence of our own Country againft the

Forces of France or Spain, or any other

foreign Power :—The Parent State

having kindly undertaken to do all thefe

Things for us, at an Expence of Blood

and Trcafute, really aftonifhing.—So

that unlefs a Military Life was our own

Choice, and agreeable to our own In-

clinations, not a Man of us was com^

pelled to leave his Farm, his Trade, his

Fisheries, or his Merchandife, to com-

mence a Sailor, or a Soldier, for the

Public Service. But now we muft be

enrolled in the Militia, whether we will

or no i and take the Field at the Word
'* of
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of Command. The fame Hard(hip$

*' attend us in tL- ^ea Service : We are

*' no longer our own Mafters even in our

** own Houfesy and in our own Beds.

The Language now is, that each Re*

public mufl provide a proportionate

*• Number of Ships of War, Frigates,

" Cruifers, and Guarda-Coftas for its own
<« Protection. Thefe are new Do^rines

"to us Americans : We never heard them

<• before thefe blefied Times.

h^-ft Tjjg Freedom and Encouragement

** of Trade was another grand Pretence

*' for engaging us in the late Revolt. In

« this Affair, as in all others, we were

«« made to believe ftrangc Things, which

" Experience now tells us had no Foun-

** dation: For now we know luid feel,

" when it is too late, that the parent

" State was fo far from planning Schemes

«* for our Impoverifhment, that, on the

*« contrary, (he was continually deviling

f < Ways and Means for our Enrichment,

O z " even

r

-',1
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*« «Vcn (bmetifnes to her own Lofs,-^

by granting us feveral Monopolies a-

(gainft herfelf. For Example, (he laid

hciavy Duties on the Iron of other

** Countries (though a raw, and necef-

iary Material for her Manufadtures)

and exempted American from paying

any She did the f;lme by Foreign

Hemp, and even added a very great

Bounty for the Growth and Importa*-

" tion of ours. The fame Courfe fhe

** took refpefting our Pitch and Tar,

" andindico, and Lumber, and feveral

" other Articles : So that whilft Foreign

<' Materials were loaded and diicouraged

** ^th heavy Duties, ours were fed and

nurfed by generous and great Bounties.

Anid as to Tobacco, fhe granted fuch

* an abfolute Monopoly of it to America,

** as not only to prohibit the Tobaccos

" of Foreign Growths, but even to for-

" bid the Cultivation of Tobacco at

** Home. Moreover, in regard to our

" Fifheries, and all the Produce thereof,

: >
»

; r> " fhe

«<

<c
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(he gratited us almdft every Favour

and Indulgence, wbidh (he had granted

to her own Pcoplte i-^and, if fhc had,

coniidered our advantageous Situation*

iperhaps more than (he herfelf would

have intended.—JBut to fay the Truth

at once, when we were united to her»

(he regarded m as her favourite Chik

dret), for whom (he thought (he could

never do enough, and therefore treated

us with a peculiar, and diftingui(hed

Fondneis, becaufe we were fo diftant

from her. In one Word, in almoft

every Inftance, where the Interefts of

England, and of America feemed to

c]a(h> (he gave America the Prefe-

rence.

«

i
-'::A*-U'i*

»« '%'

tt

tt

tt

tt

tt

Yet, my fellow Citizens of Ame^

rica, this was the Tyrant, the bloody

and cruel Tyrant, whom we were

taught to regard, as plotting our Ruin

and Deftrudtion :—This was (he, who

was reprefented to us under the moft

.rio
** odious

J.
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*' odious Colours, and in the word of

" Charaders. How fatal have been

*< ourMiftakes! and what Punifhment do

" thefe Men deferve for leading us into

" them 1—They never let us know the

** Truth of Fads, till it was too late

:

*< But ufed us as Tools to flab our heft

** Friend and Benefadtrefs^—becaufe (he

• flood in the Way of their ufurping

" Grcatnefs :—And alas ! in being Tools

•< to them, we have committed a Kind

" of Self-Murder on ourfclves !

>o;- l>i f-iVfS -•

it
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" Will our great and good Allies the

French now compenfate for thefe

Wrongs and LofTes ? Will they give

Bounties and Draw-backs, exclufive

Privileges, and Monopolies in our Fa-?

vour, and to their own Hurt ? No^

they will not. For now their own

Ends are anfwered, in demolifhing the

Power of Englandy by our Affiflance,

they have no farther Need of our Help

and Service. And we may fhitt for

*« ourfelves.
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ourfclvcs, as well as wc can. In fhort,

they now turn the Tables on us, and

ferve us as we ferved the Englijh. By

their Inuendoes they give us plainly

to underftand, that though they loved

the Treafon, they hated the Traitor. '

** Nay farther. We were taught to be-

lieve, that when we had once gained out

favourite Objedt, Independance, we

{hould be enabled both to buy, and feii

to much greater Advantage than we did,

or could do before. O ye Americans^

tell if you can> Is this now the Fadt l-^

And after we have tried every Market in

Europe, are we not obliged to return

to the Englijh a^ain for every ufeful Ar-

ticle [tho* not for Gewgaws and Bau-

bles] as to our lafl: Refource ? We
now find by Experience, that they fell

better, and cheaper Goods ; and that

they can give longer Credit.—In regard

to this lail Article, long Credit, there

was a Time, when it might be truly

" faid.

m

m
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** faid, that all 4^i^m trad^c^: pii the

•* Credit oi Englifh Capitals. Qurltfer*

«* chants bought Englijk Goods on long

** Credit: And if Remittances wem ihade

" to England within twelve Months, it

** was Aotmitd good Fi^ ;—r^i^iAsithia two

** Years, not very bad : And many

*' relied on the Patience of their Eng-

**
lifli Creditors, fo far as to make no

Payment before three Year^ were ex-

pired* [Not to mention thoiib who

never intended any Payment at all.] In

•' the mean iTimc, when thefe Goods

•* were difpofiid of in Amerka, ^ to what

«• Ufe was the Money there arifihg-, ge^e-

*' rally applied by our American Adven-

** turers ? - It was lent out at an Intereft

•* of Eight per Cent. ;—br it was em-
•* ployed in carrying on d Ttafic to the

<* apanijh Matii^ wherfe the Gains were

*• Twenty per Cent, ;^—orin the Pufchafe

** of landed Eftates in our own Provinces

;

M -^fo that all this while,- our American

^* Adventurers were growing rich and

v^'i-^ ' " great
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great, it the Expence of their EngH/h

.

** Creditors. But how are the Times al-

^* tered within a few Years ? Our Euro-

t
** pean Correj(fk)ndents both in France,

*' and in other Countries, now expedt^

^

" that we ihould truft them, inftead of

;,/' their trufting us: And it is looked

[*' upon, as a peculiar Indulgence, when
" they condefcend to allow us fix Months

" Credit, inftead of i8 Months, or two

fffjfYears. On the other Hand, we find

alfb by dear-bought Experience, that

the Englipi gave a better Price for our

*' American Produce of every Kind, than

/* we can obtain [in Times of Peace] any

** where elfe j-^and that their Pay was in-

<* finitely better, being indeed frequently

** advanced, before the Goods arrived in

<« EnglandJ Yet thefe generous Corre-

*< fpondents, and kind Benefadtors, were

•• the very People, whom our prefcnt

<< Rulers . reprefented to us, as theniofi

«* knavifh, the moft perfidious, over-

V ^ P ** reaching

t€

«
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^* reaching, and diOionefl Traders in the

•* mercantile World. O may we never

**
' meet with worfc Pay-maftei-s, or more

' •* difhoheft Dealers than they have bten !

i^ ^ But above all, otir Taxes ! Yes; our

*^ Taxes,—For the Englijh Legiflature

'** hid on us a moft exorbitaht, and

•* grievous Tax 6f 3d. on a Pound ofiTea,

«« and ofan Halfpenny Stamp on a' N^ws-
" Paper i This, i6 be fare was' a' moft

*• intolerable Burdi^'iii-a v^ry/ifufficien

t

** Gaufe for revoking from under the Pref-

" furc of'fuch a Yoke ! But now,—What
«« is it we pay?—Ndy rather,—What
/is it we do «^> P^'i ^.^^^^—Ala^ ! there is

** hardly one Article either of live, or dead

" Stock, or of the Produce bf the Earth

** and Waters, or the Refult of bUr In-

duftry and Labour, t^at is exempt frot?)

the Fangs of tl^efe ^eyquring Locufls ?

*< They tax every Thing; and. yet they

" fay, that all this j^ not enough ; and

"• ':J:c.- " that

«(

«
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'* that more muft ftill be laid on : In

" /hort, America is mortgaged for Ages
"

to come, with a Debt of Millions upon
*' Millions, in order to obtain,—What \

** Why truly, that a Set of ungrateful

<< Upstarts might be exalted into

*< Power, to infult their Betters, and to

'< become the Princes, and PrincefTes of
** jhis once free Country." ,^,y

^

\ Much more. Sir, might have been

added to the fame EfFedl : And many of

the prefent Heads.might have been greatly

enlarged upon. But I am perfuaded, that

you will think this Specimen to be fuffir

cient for proving, and illuflrating my
grand Subjedt,—namely. That the Ame^

ricans, as well as the other Powers, are

acting diredly contrary to their own In-

terefts in the prefent Conteft. They arc

purfuing their own Ruin, by attempting

our Downfall and DeftrudUon. So that

if they fliall fucceed, we fhall be the

P 2 Gainers,
•-r-«

r%
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Gainers, and they the Lofers. A ilrangc

Mctamorphofis this, wherein every Thing

is inverted. Antipodes undoubtedly there

are in the natural World ! But Antipodes

in the moral, political, and commercial,

is a new Phcenomenon, referved for the

State(inen and Politicians of the prefent

Age. In regard to the Truths of the

Fadts, which are advanced in the above

futuro American patriotic Speech [as far

as the Favours and Bounties of England

are concerned] thiey are indifputable, and

cannot be controverted. Refpedting the

little Strokes of Oratory, they are of no

Confequence ; but may be admitted, or

rejected, according as my Readers may

think proper. One Thing however. Sir,

you will, I prefumc, moft readily allow,

that nothing is more common, than for

Men, when any darling Scheme has failed,

mutually to accufe each other, and to

throw the Blame any where, to fliift it

from themfelves.
J.
A'

' '^^
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The Americans will be found under

this Predicament i they v. ill be difap*

pointed, greatly chagrined, and univer-

Tally difcontented : So tha. v^hen they

ihall be no longer conned. cd with Eng"

land, they will vent their Reproaches

againft each other, for having beea

the 'Authors of their refpedive Suffer-

ingii. 'ii'o fum up all, they will fulfil

H .KACE*s Remark, which he made fo

long ago:

f

*< Virtutem incolumcp odiinus,

" Sublatam ex.oculis querimiM invidi.

>vO.'

As to the future Grandeur of America^

and its being a riling Empire, under om
Jleadt whether Republican, or Monar-

chical, it is one of the idled, and moft

vifionary Notions, that ever was con-

ceived even by Writers of Romance;

For fhere is nothing in the Genius of

the People, the Situation of their Coun-

' try.

4}.
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t^y, pt the Nature of their diiFercnt

C^imi^tes, which tends to Countenance

fuch. a Suppofition. On the contrary,

every Prognqific that can Be formed from

a Contemplation of their mutual Antipa-

thies, and claihing InteredtS,. their DifFe>

rehcc of Governments,. Habitudes, and

Manners,—plainly indicates, that the

At^ericans will have no Center of Union

among thent, and no Common Intereji to

purfue, when the flower and Government

of England are finally removed. More-

over, when the Interfedtions and Divi-

fions of their Country by gteat Bays of

the Sea, arid by vaft Rivers, Lakes, and

Ridges of Mountains ;—and above all,

#fifeh thojfe imriierife inland Regions, be-

ybhd the Back Settlements, which are

fUli unexplbred, are taken into the Ac-

couht, they form the higheft Probability

fhdt the Americans never can be united

into one coitipadt Empire, under any

Sjiecies of Government whatever. Their

Fate
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Fate redkns to be,—A dwunited PfeoL

PLE, tilL the End of Time. In #k)i^

the onXy probable Suppofition, that^icMI

be formed of them at prefent is this ;—
That being fo very jealous in their Tem-

pers, fo fufpicious, and diftruflful of each

other, they will be divided, and fubdi-

vided into little Comtnbh-We^alths, or

Principalities, according to the above-

mentioned natural Divilions, or Bounda-

ries of their Country ; and that all of

them in general, will be more intent on

profccuting their own internal Diiputes

and Quarrels, than deflrous to engage in

external Wars, and diftant Conquefts.

They will have neither Leifure, nor In-

clination, nor Abilities for fuch Under-

takings.-

This Subject might be greatly en-

larged upon, and placed in various

Lights. But as I have already put your

PatienceA

'

If

l!

'I

ii i^

'ill
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Patience to the Trial, I will purfue

it no farther; and have the Honour

to be.

•• Your obliged, ^ .

.I
' I '-• f r '

t .....

•ro
And devoted humble Servant,,

-.. » .1.: '. %-: ;; ••• \ .
' ^:'--x.,-..

t .. .-
.

' .,?i-<;?nlii^t

i, , *
*

|r» .* *^ ^K I I*

'>*(< I "5 -J- .: \; i M»

LET*, 1 »*j •• '
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- LETTER VII.

A Plan for a general Pacification ; with

>m
,f' Refnat^s,

tq monsieur neqkbr^,

s I R, :

Jt; ^'

V»VN

WE are now come within Sight

of Land. One Letter more

will bring me to the End of my epiflolary

Voyage.'—InA^^Ai Peace is the Haven

for which I am fleering, and to which

I widi to arrive^ and to lay up my little

Bark. Nor can fuch an Objed^ be unac-

ceptable to you, ifyou are the fame Per-

fon, as undoubtedly you are, who recom-

mended that excellent Maxim to your

Sovereign ; * " That no fort of Con-

'< queils, and no Kind of Alliances do

• The Words are here a little paraphrafed, but

the Senfe is ftricftly preferved. See the Comfte Rendu

Page 68, and the Tranflation, page 71.

, .].*».;. Q^ ** con-
\

<i
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" contribute to the real Welfare and

" Grandeur of a State, fo much as a

" conftant and judicious Attention to

*' Agriculture, Manufactures, and the

" Arts of Peace." In this therefore, as

we are both' agreed, let us endeavour to

lend a helping Hand to each other in this

good Work.
» A. X 6

Perhaps indeed the Obfcurity of the

Agent [I mean mylelf, not you] may be

(bme Prejudice again ft liftening to Pro-

pofals coming from fuch a Quarter. Be

it fo ; but neverthelefs it ought not to-

tally to difcourage well-meant Endea-

vours. For I remember to have read.

That when the Artifts at Rome found

their Tackliiig for raifing a vaft antient

Column, to be too long by an Inch or

two, and were at a Lofs how to proceed,

they liftencd to a Boy among the Crowd

of Spedators, who cried out, fFet the

Ropes and they will JJirink* By follow-

ing his Advice, they effeded their Un-

•
> ' V dertaking;

*,
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dertaking ; and the Pillar was placed on

its Bafe, and ilands upright to this Day.

Yet I never heard that thefe Artifls were

cenfured, or that they deferved Cenfure,

on that Account. Befides, all the

Powers now at war are become moft

heartily iick of their prefent military

Scenes ; among which Number I will

venture to include the Dutch and Spa-

niards^ as well as the French, Englifh,

and Americans : For their Cafes are ex-

a<Stly parallel. Indeed all Sides are, at

laft, moft thoroughly convinced, that

they have been fighting for a Shadow^

—or rather, for what is much worfe

than a Shadow, a Subjiance of a very

pernicious, and deftrudtive Qgality. Ne^

verthelefs Pride, national Pride, is of

fuch a Nature as to prevent them from

making this frank Confeflion. The La-

bours therefore of an Individual, however

obfcure, may not be entirely thrown away

in fuch a Cafe : He may fuggeft fome-

thing, which has not occurred to wifer

0^2 Heads,
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Heads, or he may be the Means of bring-

ing all Sides the nearer to each other,

without either Party Teeming to yield, or

to make the fitik Advances.»-But be that

as it may ; and if his Labours fhould be

again difregardcd, as they have often

been ; the very Defire of doing Good,

and the mens confcia reSii are in them-

fibives no fmall Confolation. A Machia-

vellian Politician is not to be envied.
'\slit I

\ t-

ScJieme for a general Facijicationy with

"Remarks thereupon, '

Vf.V

' I. Let all the Gountries and Places,

which have been taken during the War,

be mutually reftorcd, and as nearly as

poflible in the fame Condition that

they were in, before the War began.

This Rule (hould extend to every Part

of the Globe; unlefs to fuch Places, as

fhall beotherwife difpofed, of in, or by

the' following Treaty.

II. Let
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II. Let the Countries between the

Rivers Penobjcot and ConneSiicutt con-

taining almoft all the Provinces of New-

Hampjhire, Majfachufets, Rhode-IJland,

and CormeSiicut, be ceded to the Ame-'

rican Republicans in full Right.

III. Let the American Loyalifls enjoy

the Diftridb from the River ConneSiicut

to Hudforis River, together with Long

IJland, 2Si^ Staten IJland,

IV. Let all the Countries from Hud-

Jon*5 River to the Northern Boundary of

"North Carolina^ containing Part of the

Province of "New JTork, all the yer/eys,

all Pennfylvania, all the three Lower

Counties, and all Maryland and Vir-

ginia, be ceded for ever to the Republican

Americans, By this Partition or Divi-

fion, they will be put in immediate

Pofleffion of nine Provinces out of thir-

teen, for which they contended. In

thefe

<!
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thcfc they will be independent of Greats

Britain^ and Great-Britain independent

of them.
jfc*- M-

V. Let the Loyalifts retain the three

remaining Provinces, namely, North-

Carolinat South-Carolinaf ^nd Georgia.

* * t

VI. As the Provinces of New-Tork^

North, and South-Carolina, and Georgia,

will thus become Afylums, and Places of

Safety, for the loyal Refugees to retire

to,—let the fame regal, and mixt Govern-

ment be reftored to each, as obtained

heretofore. But let it be ftipulated, that

this Government (hall continue no longer

than forTENYEARs from the Date of the

Treaty : At the Expiration of which

Term, let the Affembly of each Province

be at full Liberty to chufe any Form

they (hall think proper. { r ,

i'^->

Vn, Let the Eajlern Floridas be ceded

to

vjft-VSii-- Jt>-.-AS¥*-;»-.aif i2,.;r,
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to Spain^ together with the Fortress of

Gibraltar, provided his Catholic Majefty

will give the Ifland of Porto-Rico in

Exchange : A Place of as little Ufc to

them, as Gibraltar is to England. '
^^

/i

VIII. Let the Ifland of Minorca be

ceded to the Houfe of Aujiria, as an in-

termediate Depofitory between the Ports

'

of TCrieJie, in Dalmatia, and OJend, in

Flanders, But let the whole Ifland, with

all the Ports and Fortrefl!cs thereunto be-

longing, be confidercd as one general free

Port, or common Magazine, wherein no

Duties are to be paid either on Exporta-

tion, or Importation : And where alfo

the Ships of all Nations, military as well

as mercantile, fhall be fafe and free to go

in and out, to load and unload, to careen,

and refit at Pleafure, without Moleftation

of any Kind j—only paying the neceflary

Charges to the refpcdtive Tradefmen,

Ship-Carpenters, &c. &c. ' ,'

'i/ 'i.y'\

'fi
*

IX. Let

I
'
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IX. Let th« Ena^peror of Gernmnf in^

vitc the Powers at War to fend Deputies

to meet at Brujfels, or ct any other con-

venient City in Auftrian Flanders, there

to treat on the Means of procuring a

general Pacification : And if Peace can

be obtained on the above Terms, or on

any other more acceptable to the con-

tending Parties,—let the great Powers

of Germany, the Emprefs of Rujfia, and

the K.ungs of Sweden and Denmark, £o-

Icmnly guarantee the fame.

^^' 1"^" REMARKS. *;.,v
.'i

MiV.f ^• ,\ ,U'y--:*<^--

Remark I.. The above Plan for a ge»

neral Pacification is not offered i.-^ the

very beft in the Nature of Things, but

only as the moft feafible, and tfee likelicft

to Se adopted by the oppofite contending

Parties. For when there are fo minv dif-

ferent Prejudices to be encountered,,

the Man who hopes to fucceed in any

Degree, mull fleer fuch a middle Courfc,

as that all may be gratified in fome Re-

fpcd:.
.-; .,,j
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fpedts, thbogh not to the full Extent of

their extravagant Wi(hc8.

The very beft Syftem [6e/l I mean in

Behalf of England] would have been,^

To have thrown up all foreign Domi-
nions at once ;—and to have trufted folely

'

to the Goodnefs and Cheapnefs of our'

Manufactures, and to the long Credit wc
can give, for procuring them a Fenf in

thefe [abdicated] Governments, as well as

in other Countries.—In the next Place to

have relied on the Strength of our great

Capitals, and on the commanding In-

fluence of good Price, and good Pay, for

purchafing all Sorts of Goods and Com-
modities from every Nation under Hea-

ven :—And in the third Place, to have

kept our Strength both by Land and Sea,

vreM concentred on our own Coafls, not

diffipated by foreign Expeditions, always

ready at Hand for our Defence againft

Invaders. This, I fay, would have been

the beft, and the wifeft Scheme;—nay

R more
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more» this is the only Scheme, to

which we ourfelvcs mud have Recourfe

in Times of the greated Difiicultiesy and

Dangers. A plain Proof, that there is

no need at any Time to recur to any o-

ther Mcafure ! Ncverthelefs, when Man-

kind have been long kept in Darknefs»

or after they have wilfully blind-folded

themfelves for Ages pad, they mufl be

treated according to the Nature of their

Cafe. For their Eyes are too weak to

bear the full Glare of Day at once : Light

therefore mull be let in upon them by

Degrees. And as this Confideration is

of Weight, permit me to ufe it as an

Apology for not offering a better Syftcm

than the foregoing.

/

Remark II. Were Minorca to be put

into the Hands of the Houfe of Aujirid,

as propofed in the foregoing Plan, and to

be made a common Magazine, and a ge-

^neral free Port for all Nations, much Good

might redound thereby to the whole poli-

.-/
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tical and commercial Worlds i and it is

hard to fay, what great Evil could rcfiilt

from fuch a Mcafurc. For, in the firA

Place, as his Imperial Majefty wants fuch

a Port, to be a Kind of intermediate Dc-

pofitory hctween F/anders and Dalmatia,^^

a Hint of this Nature properly fuggefted^

might be a powerful Inducement with nim

to offer his Mediation for compofing the

prefent Differences, and to propofe one

of his Towns in Flanders for aflembling

aCongrefs. '

: ^
.'Ai\Vv «^wV6 ,^asa\'»\

'^^"the fecond Place, no Power; or

Potentate, or even Individual, could be

hurt by the opening of fuch a general Mart

for all Nations to refort to. For as all

would have equal Liberty both of Ingrefs,

and Egrefs, all would be benefitted in one

Degree or other, fome more, or fome

lefs ;—but none could be hurt :—Cer-

tainly the Englijh could not be injured;

becaufe they would enjoy the fame Li-

berty, which they have at prefent, with

R 2 great

\
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gre^t additional Advantages, without a

Shining Expence,—and, what is ilill

more, without exciting the Fears and

- Jealouiies of othe^ Powers. The Ruffian

Empire would be benefitted, becaufe

fuch an intermediate Dcpofitory })etween

t^ie ^Extremities of that vaft Empi^re [that

is, between Peter/burgh ^nd Afoph, if the

'Jurks will permit a free Navigation

through the DardaneUX woulc^ anfwer

much the fame End to her, as it would

to the Houfe of Aujiria. And as to

France^ Spain, Italy, and every Side of

tj^e M^difejrri^ean, not to mention the

Ijfprjth of ^urope^'^yX is obvious to the

moft common Apprehepfion, that all

thefe; Countries wo^ld derive confidqrable

Advantages fron^ ftch an Inftitution

;

and that France in particular would be

benefitted above the rei|; becaufe flie

WQ^14 have thp nfipj^ Goods and Mer-
chandife to be expofed to Sale at this

Empprlum, ancl tbje feweft Wa^ts to be

fuppliedi confeq^uef^ly the lefs, to pur-

chafe.
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chafe J and the greater would be die Ba-

lance in her Favour.

t

»

Jt'.. • t i

:01mm
2^dly, TcHE PofTedion of fuch a Spot as

Minorcat by the Houfe oiAufiria, could

give no juft Umbrage to any Naval

Power. For tjbough. the Head of that -

Houfe were ever fo deiirous of raifing a.

naval Force, it would be impomhle-^. '

him to accompli(h his Wilhes, with ool^;

three fuch Ports as Ofiend^ MahoUy nA,

^riefle, and thofe alnioft one thoufand

miles diftant from each other. There-

fore Peace and Commerce muft always

be his only Views, as far as Minorca .•

would be concerned, whatever military

Schemes might be formed in other

Refpedts. ,^.^0 ^^^ . o 'm\^
4 . • *

i^,^J^f'A•- \ 'lM-M-^'\i'\U;{imG^X

j^hly. Trade therefore being the only r

Obje(S^ capable of being purfued in this I
^

Cafe, his Imperial Majefty might main*',

tain a fufficient Garrifon at a very fmali^^

Expence,—perhaps, indeed, at none afc

all.

i\
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U all.- For as this general Emporium

would attradt to it the Active and In-

duftrious from every Country, fuch

Numbers would fettle on, the Iflarid, as

would render it populous like an Hive of

Bees. Therefore a very moderate Ex-^

cife, or inland Duty on the Home Con"

Jhmption of the Inhabitants, wOuld fully

dfefVay the Charges of the Civil Govern-*

rtittit [if jtldicioutfy laid on] ^nd probably

maintain a OarrifOrt-6f 2 coo Men befides :^

I mean after the Manner that the Auf-

/r/«« Troops are cloathed, fed, and paid,

-.—not according to the Expences of EriZ'-

^"Troops, and Garrifons.
4^f» #* '"*

$tfi!y, WHAffivER Benefits other^

Countries would obtain by opening the

Communication here propofed,—the Be-

nefits to the Kingdom of Hungary will

ftill be greater. This fine Country is^

allowed by all to be one of the moft^

fertile upon Earth 5 yet it has hitherto
*

laboured under two fuch Difficulties, as "^

JIf; .

>- have

%
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Kave rendered it in a Manner a Terra in-

cognita to the commercial World. The
one is, the feudal Syftem, which ftill

reigns there, and in the neighbouring Pro-

vinces, to a greater Degree than in any

other Part of Europe, Poland excepttd.

Now, Sir, a feudal Baron, with his

hundred VafTals on his P^ftate {Slaves in

£fFe<5t} doth not uie and confume as many

of theNcceflaries and Conveniences, much
lefs the Elegancies of Life [that is, in a

commercial View, he and his miferahle

Dependants are not fo good Cujftomers]

as a French Nobleman with 25 Tenants,

or an Englijh Gentleman with 15. And

as his Imperial Majefty is aboliihing all

thefe flavilh Tenures, as faft as he can,

and as the Nature of the Cafe will per-*^

mit J—this will in Time open new Sources

of Commerce and Riches, much more

beneficial than the Difcovery ofnew diilant

Countries, or the Colonization of remote

Deferts. Thefecond Inconvenience which

Hungary laboured under, was the Wunt

of
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of fomc Communication with the reft of

Burifet by Means of a commodious Port.

This Evil^vill be remedied' to a great De-

gree by the Meafarid here propcfed; for the

EAabliihment ofin^Eknporium ^t Minorca,

where the* Produce and Mantifadtures of

all Countries might be d#pofited and ex-

changed^ will operate nearly the fame', as

if Hungary was moved oyaitoi its Place, arid

brought more contiguous to thofc Coun-

tries, or that thoie Countries were placed

TitMtt to Hungary

:

—I fay, the- commer-

cial EfFe<Sbs would b& much the. fam6.

And then the Riches of Hungary, by

Means of a regular^ well-dire6ted Cir-

culation of Induftry and Labour, would

become the Riches of fuch Countries ;—
morcr efpecially of the great commercial

Countries of Frtf«^^ and England:—And

the Riches oi France and England^ for the

very fame Reaibn, wCuld become the

Riches of Hungary

:

—That is in plain

Englifli, one Nation would: become fo

V^i^l much

i ',
':.

.''V
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much the better Cuftomer to the other,

by being fo much the Richer.

^ This mutual Circulation of Labour

and Induftry, is that grandfundamental

Truth in the Science of Politics and

Commerce, which never can be too

much inculcated. O ! what Oceans of

Blood would it have faved in every Age,

had it bpen duly attended to !

.IT

'i'ilL

Remark III. The only Affair in the

Revolt of the Colonies, in which the

Honour of England is truly concerned,

is, to fecure fome Place of Retreat and

Safety to the loyal Americans, from the

Rage of their blood -thirfty republican

Perfccutors. The foregoing Plan has, I

hope, fufficiently provided for their Se-

curity.—Indeed, as their only Crime was

the doing their Duty, and being faithful

to thofe Engagementf which they owed

to the mildeft Government upon Earth j

—the Time will come, when even their

• S , Perfccutors

It;

in

«^ ' * ' '•

1 1 .. • ^ - i;'v',v -i t
ri •
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Perfeciiiors will look upon thefe Loy-

alifts with different Eyes : They will

cbhfirfer them, as having been their moft

faithful Mbnitors, who would have faved

their finking Country, had good Senfe, and

found Policy— not to mention a Word
about good Faith, Honour, and Cori-

fciencej—beefi ifii'iFered to pi^cVail'. Per-

mit me likeWife to add, that wheft the

Hand of Time has laid low the Author

df thefe l^apers,' 'already prefled with

Years and Ihfirftiiiies----perhaps Monf
Necker himfelf rnay vouchfafe to fay :

" What a Pity, that the Dean of

" GloCester'^s Advice had riot been

•* more attended to ! His Obfervations

** were juft j—that the War in which

** ,we all engaged ^fo deeply, and which

** we cherifhed with fuch unthinking

f" Zeal, has been produdlive of great and

".lading Evils to. all ; to. Era^fe in

.particular -, and of no Good to any.".«
n

k<i-A.'

But as it will be immaterial to my-
felf

/
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felf whether you will condefcend to take

Notice of my Writings or not, I enjoy

a prefent Satisfadion, when I confider

you as my Fellow-Labourer in the good

Work of Peace, lyiany falTages in your

Book evidently befpeak you to have a

generous Concern for the whole Human
Race, and to be patriotic in the beft Senfe

of that Word* A Frhfid to Mankind, -i'

I (

!

1 ,

Ever ambitious of being related in Af-

fection to all of that Chara(Ster, I have

the Honor to fubfcribe myfelf, with the

greater Plcafure, ^ ji; luii 1 . .n-rimuVl
• ,

•
-.^
'

' '-'.''-'

I- ,1 -t '

•^^^ '^^
.^ Your moft refpedlful.

And moft obedient humble Servant,
t.if--^*^ d^ r '-f « * . »i»Jl./ "i*. i.-iii

;

GLOCESTER,
November z8, 1781. j. TUCKER.

I.- i • •'* • itr i
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» 1 «

S 2 POST-

I'l

1 1

%.'Sf:^*t-'



[ I-p }

POSTSCRIPT.
r. I

THIS Moment an Account is

arrived, that the brave Cornwallis

with his little Army has been obliged

to fubmit to the united Force of fuperior

Numbers. I am at a Lofs what to fay

on this Occaiion.—To congratulate my

Country on being defeated is contrary

to that Decency which is due to the

Publfc. And yet, if this Defeat fliould

terminate in a total Separation from

America, it would be one of the hap-

pieft Events, that hath ever happened

to Great Britain.—I have no Right to

congratulate you on this Victory, much
T*'!;ftOf lefs

,^
^-
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lefs to condole vr'C\ you ; though Con-

dolence would have been by far the pro^

fr perer Compliment. Tiaie will fhow

what you have got, and what we have

ioji, by the ProgreiTes of the prefent

War. The Englijh have been too long

in the Habit of uiing the difadvantageous

Leaver $ it will now be the Turn of the

. French to ufc it.

'H FINIS.

. -> .. M.'




