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VIEW OF THE HIGH SCHOOL HOUSE, CITY OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND.—Fie. 1.

The Corporations of the Towns of London and Brantford have
decided upon building Central School-houses, with several apart.
ments, for the accommodation of all the children of the respective
Towns; and we understand a similar course of proceeding is con-
templated in St. Catharines. It is probable that other Towns and
Villages will do the same. In such a Central School-house, there
may be a primary department in the basement story for small chil-
dren, both male and female, taught by one or more female teachers.
The first floor may be appropriated to an intermediate School, or
second department, with separate apartments for boys and girls, and
taught by a male and female teacher respectively, or by male
teachers as may be preferred. The second floor may be appropri-
ated to the High School, or highest department of the Common
School-—taught by the Head-master of the whole establishment.
As the pupils advance through the prescribed courses in the lower
departments, they should be advanced to the next higher depart-
ment, until they complete the course of instruction in the senior
department, or High School. The same system of teaching should
be observed throughout ; and the pupils will not be impeded, and
the parents will not be put to needless expense, by various modes
of teaching and the use of unsuitable and improper books,

We give above the front view of a High School-house which may
serve as an exemplar of a Central Town School-houre. The build-
ing is intended to accommodate 600 pupils.

\

This School-house occupies an elevated and beautiful situation,
It is a specimen of plainbut tasteful architecture ; and every Schan!
House should be attractive in its very appearance~-cmblematical
of what is taught within, The fence, the grounds, the trees shanld
be such as to please the eye, improve the taste, and excite checrful
feelings. The yards around this building are enclosed by a hnnd-
some baluster fence, resting in front on heavy blogks of rough
granite. The steps are of hewn granitey twelve feet long, making
a very convenieut entrance. The grounds are planted with trces.

The size of the building is fifty feet by seventy-six, with a
projection of seven feet. The walls of the basement are of stonc ;
the remaining portions of the walls are of brick.

The school being designed for both boys and girls, an cntirely
separate entrance is provided for each department. The front
door at which the girls enter, has a very beautiful frontispiece,
with double columns (thus providing for large side-lights) and s
heavy ornamented cap —all cut from granite in the best style, Tha
words ¢ Hien-ScruooL” may be seen over this door.

The door in the circular projection, fronting on another street, is
the entrance for boys, and bas elso & fine frontispiece, cut from
granite.

A description of the interior arrangements and plaus of the
several floors of this building will found on pages 68 aud 69,
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THE MANAGEMENT OF BOYS BY MOTHERS.
EY THE REV. JORN 8. C. ABBOTT.

A clergyman of much observation recently remarked, that the
expericnce of sixty years had taught him, that if boys had a faithful
and judicious mother, they were pretty sure to turn out well, what-
ever might be the character of the father. There are mothers who,
from various causes, in rearing their sons, are deprived of the co-
operation of the fother. The following hints are intended for the
assistance of such mothers,

1. Keep your boys by all means out of the streets.—At the
proper timcs for play, allow them to invite some of their neighbors’
children into your yard, or permit them to visit those children of
your friends with whom you are willing they should associate. But
Tet it be an immutable law, that they are not to rove the streets in
freedom, to play with whatever companions chance may throw in
their way. By ecommencing early and firmly with this principle,
you will have no difficulty in enforcing it. Turn a boy loose into
the strects, 1o associate with the vicious and the profane, to lounge
at the coruers of stores and stables, and he will almost certainly be
ruined. Therefore, at all hazards, keep them out of the streets.

2. Do not allow your boys to play out of doorsin the evening.—
There is something in the practice of night exposure and night plays
which seem to harden the heart. You never see such a boy pos-
sessed of a gentle and modest deportment. He is always forward,
self-willed, unmanageable. There is always temptation in the
darkness of the evening, to say and to do things which he would
not be willing to do in the open blaze of dey. The most judicious
parents will never allow their children to be out at such hours ;
consequently, the only companions he can be with are the unman-
aged and unmanagenble. There is something almost fiendlike in
the shouts which are occasionally heard from such troops of boys
congregated at the corners of the streets. If you would save your
son {rum certain rein, let him not be with them. Keep him at
home in the evening, unless, by special permission, he is at the
bouse of some judicious friend, where you know he will engage
only in fireside sports.

3. Do what you can to keep your sons employed.—Let play be
but their nccasional privilege, and they will enjoy it far more highly.
Ewploy them in the garden; if you have one, at work, not at play.
It will do them no harm to perform humble services. It will help
you, and hlp them still more, to have them bring in the wood or
the coal, to xcour the knives, to make their own beds, and to keep
them in order. You may thus render them highly useful, and
greatly contribute to their future welfare. If you are sick, it is
still more important you should train up your sons in these habits
of industry, for they stand peculiarly in need of this moral and
physical discipline, Louis Philippe, the late king of the French,
though the son of the proudest and the richest noble of France, was
in childhood and early youth required to wait upon himself in the
performance of the humblest offices. It was through this culture
that he was trained up to be one of the most remarkable men of the
present age,

4, ‘Take an interest in your children's enjoyment.——A pleasant
word, an encouraging smile, from a sympathizing mother, rewards
an aflectionate boy for many an hour of weary work ; and the word
and the smile reach the heart and make a more pliable, gentle,
mother-loving boy. How often will a bey, with such a mother,
work all the afternoon to build a play-house, or a dove cote, cheered
with the anticipated joy of showing it to his mother when it is done.
And when he takes her hand to lead her out and show her the
evidence of his mechanical skill, how greatly can his young spirit
be gratified by a few words of encouragement and approbation. By
eympathizing in the enjoyment of your children, by manifesting the
interest you feel in the innocent pleasures they can find at home,
you thus shicld them from countless temptations,

5. Encourage as much as possible & fondness for reading.—
Children's books have been, of late years, so greatly multiplied, that
there is but little difficulty in forming, in the mind of the child, a
taste for reading. When the taste is once formed, you will be
saved all further trouble.  Your son will sogn explore the libraries

" tory than its projectors probably expected it to prove.

of all his associates, and he will find calm, and silent, and improving
amusement for many rainy days and long eveninga. And you may
have many hours of your own evening solicitude enlivened by his
reading. The cultivation of this habit is of such immense import-
ance, and is so beneficial in its resuits, not only upon the child, but
upon the quietude and harmony of the whole family, that it is well
worth while to make special efforts to awaken a fondness of books.
Select some books of decidedly entertaining character, and encou-
rage him for a time to read aloud to you, and you will very soon
find his interest riveted ; and by a little attention, avoiding as much
as possible irksome constraint, you may soon fix the habit perma-
nently.

The great difficulty with most parents is, that they are unwilling
to devote time to their children. But there are no duties in life
more imperious than the careful culture of the minds and hearts of
the immortals entrusted to our care. There are no duties which we
can neglect at such an awful hazard. A good son is an inestimable
treasure ; language cannot speak his worth. A bad son is about
the heaviest calamity that can be endured on earth. Let the parent,
then, find time to “train up the child in the way he should go.”

EVILS OF THE RATE-BILL SYSTEM.

The system of Rate-bills for the payment of part of the Teachers’
salaries is found in its practical*Speration to be much less satisfac-
It is rather
an expensive evil, than a positive good. For in any School Sec-
tion where it is depended upon,—it is in the power of a few either
to break up the School, or to render its sustentation a heavy
burden upon those who support it. Nor is the plan of voluntary
contribution for this purpose, which is adopted in some School
Sections, fully adequate to remedy the evil, since if the heads of
two or three large families in a School Section, refuse to unite
with their neighbors in order to make up the required sum for the
Teacher’s salary, the endeavours of the rest must prove abortive,—
or they must contribute more than they would otherwise be required
to pay. Hence many schools are occasionally left vacant fora long
time ; and thus the children suffer from the want of instruction ;—
or otherwise incompetent teachers are employed, at low salaries,
whose efforts at instruction are frequently more productive of ill to
their pupils, than fruitful in furnishing the elements of necessary
konowledge.

A judicious system of taxation for school purposes, if properly
carrried out would doubtless provide the means of maintaining our
schools more liberally and more certainly than the present system
of Rate-bills ; —but it is questionable whether, at least this por-
tion of the Province is generally prepared for such a system. Itis
certain there is, in many Townships, great prejudice existing against
it; and it is to be feared its introduction, at the present time, would
not be productive of much satisfaction.—Rev. James Padfield,
Supt. Com. Schools, Bathurst District.

EVILS OF DELAYING THE COLLECTION OF SCHOOL
ASSESSMENTS,

There is, however, another evil of a most serious character that
calls aloud for immediate rcformation, and does, I presume, lie
within your province to remove. I refer to the unnecessary and
injurious delay in collecting and paying over the School Assessment,
which is now but too general. 'This delay not only deprives the
Teachers for a long time, of one half of their income derived from
the School Fund,—but it also hinders their obtaining the remaining
balance of their salaries,—since the rate-bills cannot be made out
till the amount of assessment is made known. Thus they are de-
prived of two-thirds of their wages for weeks, and sometimes for
months,—and are often left worse than penniless to provide for their
families at the most inclement season of the year. I say worse
than pennilese,—for they are often obliged to incur debts to procure
the absolute necessaries of life, Nor does the evil stop here. 1t
also gives rise to imperfect and inaccurate reports on the part of
School Trustees,—and thus puts it out of the power of the District
Superintendent to furnish the informatjon required from him by the
law of the land, within the time limited for supplying it. It leaves
the accounts of the present year to he detailed and completed inthe
next, doubling the amount of labor; and after all the additional
trouble thus occasioned, too frequently leaves him deprived of the
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power of rendering a satisfactory statement. The remedy for this
evil lies, as I have stated, with the Council. And I would beg to
submit to their favorable consideration the importance of having it
carried into effect for the benefit of a most deserving class of men,
whose labors, in general, are but inadequately remunerated at the
best, even should their scanty wages be punctually paid.—Rev.
James Padfield, Supt. Com. Schools, Bathurst District,

BOOK-KNOWLEDGE OF FARMERS—DERIDED BY WHOM!

With a man of any reftection and honest care for progress in all
the arts and employments of useful industry, there are few things
more trying to his patience than to hear men, sometimes even gen-
tlemen, who have some pretensions to education, and who there-
fore ought to know better, denouncing book-knowledge as affording
no guide in practical husbandry. Now, to all such, and especially
to practical men who succeed well in their business, and who have
always something useful to impart, as the result of their own per-
sonal experience, does it not suffice to say, “I am obliged to you
for what you have told me; your integrity assures me that it is
true, and your success convinces me that yours is the right rotation,
and yours the proper process, since I see that while you gather
heavy crops, your land is steadily improving ; but now, my friend,
let me ask you one question further. What you have imparted is
calculated to benefit me personally, and unless communicated again
by me to others, with me its benefits will rest. "Now, suppose,
instead of the slow and unsocial process of waiting to be interro-
gated, and making it known to one by one, as accident may present
opportunities, you allow me to have recourse to the magical power
of types, which will spread the knowledge of your profitable expe-
rience, gained by much thought and labour, far and wide throughout
the land, that thousands may enjoy the advantages which otherwise
I only shall reap from your kind and usefal communication. Wil
not that be more beneficial to society, and is it not a benevolent and
a Christian duty not to hide our lights under a bushel ?° Doubtless
such a man, if not a misanthropic churl or fool, would say, Yes.
Yet the moment, by means of types, such knowledge is committed
fo paper, it becomes (by fools only derided) book-knowledge.—
Plough, Loom aad Anvil.

MENTAL INTOXICATION—INSANITY.

It is well known, that the constant use of alcohol results in
inflammation of the stomach or brain. The mental constitution is
similarly affected by unnatural stimulants of the mind. The body
sympathizes with the unbealthy action of the mind, and disease
affecting both often succeeds the intoxication which exciting roman-
ces and tales induce. The records of insane asylutins show, that
many a patient has had the seeds of madness sown by indulging the
taste for ¢ light reading.,” Dr. Stokes, of Mount Hope Institute
for the insane, states that several cases of insanity can be assigned
to no other cause than excessive novel-reading. Nothing is more
likely to induce this disease; than the education which fosters sen-
timent instead of cherishing real feeling ; which awakens and
strengthens the imagination, without warming the heart. Who has
nat met with persons whose heads have been  turned” in this way
—Quixotes, male or female, who are better fitted for the dreams
and visions of cloud-land, than for the sober duties of a real res-
ponsible existence in a sin-stricken, but a redeemed world? 7Total
abstinence from the means of insoxication, is the only safe principle
for readers as well as drinkers, If men who make and sell bad
books, as well as the manufacturers &nd venders of intoxicating
drinks, should find a retreat in the asylum with their victims, the
world would not be the ‘sufferer.—The Casket.

LINEAR DRAWING IN COMMON SCHOOLS.

Linear drawing is wmore simple, more elementary, and more
intelligent than writing, and of course ought to precede it in early
instruction; especially as it is fully proved by experience, that
" drawing and writing are learned in connection sooner and better than
writing is or can be by itself. If the objects drawn are also descri-
bed, not only drawing and writing, but grammar, rhetoric, logic
and composition are more effectually acquired than they are or can
be by mere lessons from booke. They are acquired rapidly and
thoroughly, beceuse they are studied practically.

In Prussia, and other parts of Germany, and in some sections of

our own countty, drawing is: as common in sthools as redding
writing; of spelling. Among other advantages, it has reformed
some of the most hopeless truants; and transformed the worst inte
some of the best boys and girls in school. . By written descriptions
of the objects drawn, made daily by pupils, they not only become
skilful and rapid writers, but acquire a happy facility in reading
writing ; an arty though highly desirable, never to be acquired by
mere copy writing. .

A motto for patents and teachers : NATURE BEFORE HOOKS, AND
DRAWING BEFORE WRITING.— Philadelphia Casket;

A FAIR OFFER TO THE YQUNG.

Dr. Franklin made the following offer to a young man ¢ ¢ Make,"
said he “a full estimate of all you owe, and of all that is owing
to you. Reduce the same to a note. As fast 4s vou can collecty
pay over to those you owe, If you cannot collect, renew your
note every year, and get the best security you can. Go to business
diligently, and be industrious ; waste no idle moments ; be very
economical in all things ; discard all-pride ; be faithful in your
duty to God, by regular and hearty prayer niorning and night{
attend church and meeting regularly every Sunday ; and do unta
all men as you would they should do unto you. If you are toa
needy in circumstances to give to the poor, do whatever else lied
in your power for themt cheerfully, but if you cans always help the
worthy poor and unfortunate. Pursue this course diligently and
sincerely for seven years { and if you are not happy; comfortable,
and independent in your circumstances; come to me, and I will pay
your debts.” Young people, try it.

EARLY RISING—ITS HAPPINESS.

I was always an early riser. Happy the man who is! Every
morning comes to him with a virgin’s love, full of bloom, and
purity, and freshness. The youth of nature is contagious, like
the gladness of & happy child. I doubt if any man be called oldy
“so long as he is an early riser and an carly walker.,” And oh{
youth—take my word for it—youth in dressing gown and slippers;
dawdling over breakfast at noons is a very dectipid ghastly image
of that youth which sees the sun blush over the mountains, and
the cares of life are forgotten.—Youths' Instructor.

Ancient Paprr Moriey.-—Paper money is, by several travellersy
stated to have been current in-China during the times of the Mogul
emperors; or of the tegal tribe of Yu. Marco Polo gives the
following account of it :—* It is made of the finest innermost bari
of the mulberry tree; rubbed and stamped, and made up with size
8o ds to resemble cotton paper ; these coins are all black, of an
oblong square form; and are made with great precisenews and
formality, every officer engaged in the process putting his mark on
each piece; and, last of all; the intendant appointed by the Emperot
makes a stamp upon it with red cinnaber, from which stamp it
receives its value and currency. THe countetfeiting this coin ig
punished with death, as is the refusing it; and all payments arg
made in it.”"—Merchants’ Magazine.

Numser of Provizcia, Worbs 1n Exerasn.—The number of
provincial words that have hitherto been arrested by local Glossar«
ies, we find to sttind as follows {—Shropshire, 1,993 ; Devonshiro
and Cornwall, 878 ; Devonshire, (North) ‘1,146 ; Exmoor, 370
Herefordskire; 822 ; Lancashire; 1,832 ; Suffolk, 2,400 ; Norfolk,
2,500 ; Somersetshire, 1,204 ; Sussex, 371 ; Essex, 589 ; Wilt~
shire, 592 ; Hampshire, 1,568 ; Craven, 6,169 ; North County,
8,750 ; Cheshire, 903 ; Grose and Pegge; 3,500, (set down ag
Metropolitan i) Total; 30,687. Admitting that eeveral of the
foregoing are synonymeus, superfliious, or common to each county,
there are; nevertheless; many of them which, although alike ortho.
graphically, are vastly dissimilar in signification. Making these
dllowances, they amount to a little more than 20,000, or according
to the number of English countles hitherto illustrated, at the
aversige ratio of 1,478 to & cotinty, Caleulating the twenty-six
unpublished in the same ratio; they will furnish 38,428 additional
provincialiems, ferming,.in the aggregate, 59,000 words in the
coloquial tongue of the lower classes, which can, for the chief
part, produce proofs of legitimate origin ; about the same number
in short, of authorized words that are admitted into Todd’s edition
of Johnson's Dictionary,— R eatminster Revicwr,
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ELEVATION AND PLANS OF A SUPERIOR HIGH
SCHOOL—WITH EXPLANATIONS, ‘

On the 65th page of this Journal will be found the Front Eleva-
tion of a Superior High School in Providence, Rhode Island. The
Basement, I'irst and Second Stories are fitted up as School-rooms,
and the entire building, thus divided, is capable of accommodating
600 pupils—boys and girls. We will now proceed to give an ex-
planation of the accompanying Plans of the different School-rooms
in the building. A reference to Fig. 1 (page 65) will be advan-
tageous in connexion with such explanation.

PLaN oF THE Basement STORY.—FI16. 2.

The Rooms in the Basement Story (which is 12 feet high in
the cleur,) are separated from each other by solid brick walls. The
pupils, in the girls’ department, entering the house at A, (Fig. 2,)
_pass into the large lobby C, 12 feet by 28, from which they can
go to sll parts of the building appropriated to their use.

The furnace room H has a brick floor, and can be kept in as
good order a8 any other parts of the house. The wood boxes, n, n,
and the furnace F are so constructed, that, with an ordinary degree
of care, the room may be kept as clean as any of the School-rooms.
In this room, at m, m, provision is made ior setting up umbrellas.
It resembles a ladder placed in a horizontal position, and is fastened
to the ceiling on one side, and supported on the other by substan-
tial posts of oak or other strong wood turned in a tasteful style,
and let into the floor. The pump p, accessible to all in the girls’
department, connected with a nice sink, lined with lead, affords an
abundant supply of excellent water. The rooms E, G, and I, searly
16 feet by 24 each, are appropriated as offices of the School Com-
mittee, Superintendent and Masters, &c.

The large Lecture Room D, on the left hand side of the Plan,
is furnished with a sufficient number of seats (a specimen of which
iz shown at l) to aecommodate about 250 pupils. On the platform,

P, which is raised seven inches from the floor, is a long table, d, made
convenient for experimental Lectures in Chemistry, Natural Philos-
ophy, &c., having pneumatic troughs for holding gases. At F,
(1, & 1,) are suitable provisions for furnaces, &c., required in the
preparation of chemical experiments. The pump, p, with a sink
like the other, (in Room H,) is used exclusively by the pupils in
the boys’ department.

At all Lectures and other exercises in this room, the girls, enter-
ing at @, occupy the seats on the right of the middle aisle. The
boys, entering by descending the short flight of stairs &, are seated
at the opposite side of the room. This arrangement is deemed
advisable in order to obviate the objections sometimes made against
having a School for boy: and for girls in the same building. The
departments are thereby kept entirely separate, except in exercises
in vocal music and occasional lectures. The boys enter the house
at the end door B, which is 6 feet above the basement floor, and by
a short flight of stairs, they reach the first story at e (Fig. 8.)

Prax or THE First Story.—F10. 3.

The three roome, D, E, and F, (Fig. 3,) are appropriated to th3
department for girls. They are easy of access to the pupils, whe,
ascending the broad flight of stairs (at a, Fig. 2), terminating at B,
can pass readily to their respective rooms.

As the course of instruction in this School oceupies three years,
the room D, (Fig. 3,) is appropriated to the studies of the first
year, E to those of the second, and F to those of the third. In
each room, there are three sizes of seats and desks, but the
arrangement in &ll is uniform—the largest being at the back of
the room. The largest desks are 4 ft. 8 inches long, and 22 inches
wide on the top ; the middle size is 2 inches smaller, and the other
is reduced in the same preportions. The largest seats are as high
as common chairs, (about 17 inches,) and the remaining sizes are
reduced to correspond with the desks. The passages around the
sides of the rooms vary from 2 to 4 feet wide, and those between
the rows of desks from 18 to 24 inches.

On the raised platforms, P, P, P, P, are the Teachers’ Tables,
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d, d, d, d, covered with green baize and furnished with four drawers
each. The registers f; f; f; f, admit the warm air from the furnace,
and the pipes, p, p, p» conduct it into the rooms in the upper story.
The passage, b, leads into the yard, which is ornamented with a
variety of shrubbery. The door near ¢, leading from the room F is

used only for Teachers and Visitors, except when the two depgrtments |

assemble in the hall. In the room C, the boys pursue the studies
prescribed for the first year. The other rooms in this department are
in the next story. -

Pupilsascending from the area ¢ Fig. 3, by two circularstairways,
land on the broad space, a, ¢, from which, by a short flight of stairs,
they reach the second story, which is sixteen feet high in the
clear. This second story is divided into three school rooms—two
of the smaller of which, separated from the third by a cross parti-
tion, are fitted up precisely like rooms C and F, in Fig. 3, and are
immediately over them ; and the third is fitted up like D, Fig. 2,
only that it is furnished with three rows of seats instead of two,

.and has three seats and desks on each side of, and parallel to the
ends of, the Teacher’s platform.

One of the smaller rooms in the second story is appropriated to
the middle class, and the other to the' senior
class of pupils. The arrangement of the seats
and desks are the same as in the other rooms,
except that they are movable—Dbeing screw-
ed to a frame not fastened to the floor, (as
shown in Fig. 4.) The cross partition,
referred to above, is composed of four very
large doorsy about 14 ft. square, hung with weights in such a man-
ner that they may be raised into the attic, thus throwing the whole
upper story inlo one large hall—an arrangement by which one room
can be changed into three, and three into one, as occasion may
require. On all public occasions, such as Quarterly Examinations
and Annual Exhibitions, the rooms are thus thrown together, and
the seats and desks turned so as to face the large platform in the
principal school-room.

In erecting a building, such as we have described, in which the
8chool-rooms are necessarily placed one over the other, care should
be taken to deaden the noise overhead. This may be done by
filling up (with proper precautions) the spaces between the joice
of the floors with tan bark, cork shavings, or some other compact
light substance. -

We have been more than ordinarily minute in our explanations
of the foregoing plans, in order that parties wishing to avail them-
selves of the information afforded in the Department of “ Sckool
Architecture” in this Journal may be furnished with every particular
of importance connected with the construction of the Superior High
Schools in the best educated parts of America—the New England
States. In our next number we will present a very complete series
of plans, &c., of a very beautiful Grammar School-house, with appro-
priate explanations.

PLAN OF 8EATS AND DESK.

ON THE VENTILATING AND WARMING OF SCHOOL-
HOUSES.—No. II.
To the Editor of the Jmmd of Education.

Sm,—In my first letter on this important subject, I endeavoured
to point out the inefficiency of the method of ventilation, and warm-
‘ing, as explained in the January No. of your Journal, and to point
out the evils attendant on the want of a regular supply of pure
air for the use of the scholars during the winter season. Those
remarks were intended to apply principally to the ventilation and
warming of School-houses. That they are applicable to any des-
cription of building must be obvious, with this difference, that in
some buildings the air has to be supplied in a much greater quan-

tity than in others ; the supply in every instance being regulated
by the demand. I will now point out the disadvantages of using
open fire-places, or stoves ; the hot air, hot water, and steam systems
will then be discussed, and the means explained by which the evils
incident to the use of the foregoing  systems may be-remedied and
avoided. '

It would be occupying too much space to enter minutely into the
discussion of the several systems of ventilation and warming at
present in use ; for all practical purposes, it will be sufficient to
point out their obvious disadvantages. That those disadvantages hava
existed, and still exist, is proved by the numerous patents which
are continually making their appearance, and each successive patent
purports to be an universal panacea for every evil connected with
ventilation, and warming. The principal cause of the failure of
these patents may be explained by the neglect on the part of the
authors, of applying Frawcis Bacon’s rule (as laid down in his
“ Novum Organum”), which has led to so many discoveries in
science, of tracing effects to their causes. In temperate climates,
the open fire-place is more generally used than any other methed :
even at the present time, it is much used in this Province, particn-
larly in the newly settled districts, where fuel can be procured ata
cheap rate. As the country becomes cleared, and the price of fuel
is increased, the stove generally supersedes its use. It is, without
exception, the most expensive method of warming that has ever
been introduced. According to Dr. ArRNoTT, the loss of the heating
power is as much as §, while Count Rumrorp estimated it as high
as 14. Its superior advantage with regard to ventilation are, how-
ever, fully admitted ; but those advantages are purchased at the
expense of greater inconveniences. Heating, by means of an open~
fire-place, is principally effected by radiation ; but as the heat from
the fuel diminizhes, in proportion as the squares of the distance
increase, the temperature is unequal ; besides this inconvenience,
the cold air which is drawn into the room, through the cracks and
crevices of the doors, windows, and flooring, being specifically
heavier than the rarified air in the room, will assume the lowest
point, which will be the floor level ; thus another cause of unequal
temperature is created. The other objections to its use are, those
occasioned by smoke and dust, the attendance which is constantly
required to renew the fuel, and the danger which may arise from
an occaslomal spark, which, in many instances, has occasioned the
loss of a large amount of property.

The air in a room, heated as above stated, is as immuch supplied
from a damp cellar, where vegetable decomposition is constantly
going on, a8 f-om any other source. The air thus drawn in sweeps
the floor, and bringe with it a large amount of dust, in addition to
other impurities: a portion of this impure air being heated by
radiation, it ascengs to the ceiling, and as it cools, descends by the
walls of the room to the floor, to undergo the same process. A
person, therefore, sitting in a room heated by an open fire-place is
subjected to a variety of currents, cold draughts from the doors and
windows, as well as the inconvenience of an unequal temperature,
all of which evils produce many injurious and disagreeable results,
particularly to persons of delicate constitutions. Another serious
objection to the open fire-place is caused by the occasional draughts
of smoke, and other dangerous exhalations, down the chimney when
the fire is not lighted. Two members of a most respectable family
in this City were very nearly suffocated from this cause a short
time ago ; and this is not the only instance that could be mentioned :
rooms with open fire-places are continually liable to these accidents,
acd more particularly when coal fuel is now so extensively used.
Various remedies have been proposed in order to remedy these evils ;
the most effectual by which ventilation and warming are united, is,
the introduction of a flue at the back of the fire-place, so that the
external air becomes heated before it enters the room ; thus a down-
ward system of ventilation is produced, and has been found to
answer very well ; at the same time, it has its disadvantages. - A
supply of pure warm air may be obtained in this manner ; but the
other objections are not removed, they are only lessened.

I bave the honor to be,
S,
Your obedient Servant,

Kivas Turry,

) Architect & Ciodt Engincer,
Toronto, April 30th, 1849,
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Knox's College, Toronto, close of the Session.—On Wednesday
the 18th ultimo, the fifth College Session in this institution was brought to
n close. During the preceding week a series of examinations was conducted
in the various classes, by the Professors. Occasional visitors attended these
examinations. The concluding scene was peculiarly interesting. The
Divinity Hall and Library were thrown into the large hall, which was well
filled with professors, students, and visitors, among whom we were pleased
10 see so many ladies. The smaller attendance of visitors on the previous
days, was ogcasioned by the opinion having gone abroad that the examina-
tion was private. There was peculiat solemnity in the concluding exercise,
r large portion of which are of a devotional character. The number of
ptudents attending the classes, with the view to the ministry, was fifty-
three ; among them the utmost harmnony and good feeling had prevailed,
during a very laborious session ; they had become knit together by many
pleasing, hallowed associations ; they were now about to be separated from
each otiier, to be scattered abroad throughout the wide extent of our home
missionary field. To the senior class, who had finished their course of
academic study, and had not the prospect of again meeting in like circum-
stances with their fellow-students, with whom they had enjoyed much
pleasing intercourse, the parting ceremonial was very impressive. Indeed
professors and students had become so much like members of an affectionate
family, that the prospect of separation filled the mind with sadness, and
furnished matter for serious reflection.

The examination having beea finished on the previous days, Wedunesday
was occupied with the distribution of prizes, as they had been awarded,
chiefly by the suffrages of the students. The professors in delivering the
prizes to the successful competitors, made appropriate remarks, expressing
their satisfaction with the general progress of their classes ; and stating how
difficult it was to decide in cases of competition, upon the order of merit.—
[Ecclesiastical and Missionary Record.

Ezamination, Queen's College, Kingsion.—The public exami-
pation of the classes of Queen’s College took place on Thursday last. As
on former occasions, the appearance made by the students reflected much
credit upon their diligepce, and also on the efficiency of the Institution.
The time, however, (from 10 4. u.t0o 5p. M.) was by far tooe limited for the
purpose, as only a very few specimens could be given of the great extent
#ud variety of work gone through duting the session. Besides, the increasing
number of students makes it neceesary that the time for examination should
be extended. We may mention as one proof of the industry of the young
men, that no less than 130 essays, &c., were given in by competitors for
for the prizes. Among so many, it must have been no easy task to decide
on their respective merits. After the distribution of the prizes, the Rev.
Priucipal MacHar closed the eighth session of the Coljege with an address.
—[Kingston Argus.

Musical Prize Compositions, King’s College, Toronto.—It will
probably be in the recollection of our readers that about this time last year,
the President of the University offered for general competition amongst the
cultivators of Music three prizes: one of £5 for the best vocal trio ; one
of £3 for the best Duet; one of £2 for the best Ballad. The result of this
announcement was that several compositions of considerable merit was sent
j@, in competition for each of the prizes. Soon afier the receipt of them,
fhe'y were transmitted by the President to Eugland for decision on their
relative merits. Mr, Horsery, the well-known author of so many justly-
admired compositions, kindly undertook the duty of adjudging the prizes,
and his decision was received by the last mail.

We have now the pleasure of announcing that the author of the three
pieces, to which that distinguished musician awarded the prizes, is Mr.
J. P. Crarxe, Mus. Bac., King’s College.

We have also much gratification in adding that the liberality of the Hon.
Mr. Justice Drarrr supplied the funds, which haye on this occasion
been applied for the very desirable object of promoting among the residents
of the Province the cultivation of the theory and practice of Music,

We subjoin a copy of the official notice which has hepn posted in the Hall
of the University :

MUSICAL PRIZE COMPOSITIONS,
1. Trio—J. P. Crarkx, Mus. Bac,
2. Duet— LA ¢
3. Ballad— ** o

TThe following are the names of the Prize Compositions referred to tme
**I Dream’t Last Night," ** Tell me, Fair Maid,” and * iy Spirits,”"—
[ British Coloniat, ;

Victoria College Examination.—The Examination of the Classes’
in Victoria College commenced on Monday morning, 30th ult. We have
never before attended an Examination at Victoria College which has con-
ferred greater honour upon that Institution, than the present one. Through-
out the whole eourse, the Examination evinced, on the part of the Profes-
8sors, untiring exertions to forward the progress of the classes, and on the
part of the students, assiduous attention to the subjects of study. The
exercises continued throughout Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. Unie
versally they displayed an acquaintance with their subjects that could be
derived only from arigid analysis and an entire mastery of them. On
Tuesday several classes were examined in the more advanced classical
writers, and acquitted themselves admirably, answering all the questions of
their Examiners. Those in Geometry, Covic Sections, and Moral Philoso-
phy, showed by their abilities the lofty stand to which the reasoning powers
of man, if rightly cultivated, were capuable of attaining.

On Tuesday evening the Rev. Dr. Ricuey delivered an eloquent Address
before the Faculty, Students, and a respectable audience, in the College
chapel. His theme was,—The English Language and Literature—their
leading characleristics, and probable destination ; a subject appropriate to
the occasion, and well adapted to the learned gentleman's powers. The
whole was a master-piece of eloquence, strength, and beauty.

The following degrees were conferred :—That of A.B.on J. CamppruL,
and C. M. D. Cameron, who had honorably completed the Collegiate
course—A.M. on OrLivER SeRrINGER, A.B., Barrister, of Hamilton, and
WiLLiam Brouse, M.D., of Prescott; and D.D. on the Rev. Jons Scorr,
of London, England.

These interesting exercises were closed by the distribution of prizes to

the following young gentlemen :—The ** Elgin Prize,”” Paley’s Evidences, -

Joun CampaeLr, of Cobourg. The President’s classin History, first Prize,
M. H Aixins, Cooksville ; second, Daviv Ornisron, Darlington. * Trus-
tees and Visitore’ Prize,” in the Classics, awarded by Professor WiLsox to
S. W. Harbpine, Picton. Professor Panpock’s Prizes in Geometry, firat,
J. H. DunsLe, Cobourg; second, C. W. MagrsH, Cobourg.—-[Cobourg
Star.

University of McGill College.—A Convocation was held in the
College Hall, on Saturday last, when the following degrees were conferred
upon Candidates entitled to receive the same :—

Bachelor of Arts—ALEXANDER MOoRRis.

Doctors of Medicine and Surgery~F. Caarrinor, J. P. Marr, (Exgas
MacDoszLr, M. Sasourix, D. Opzit, G. C. Woop, J. N. Buxtox, J, M.
QuxsNer, T. McGRaTH.

The Honorary Degree of Doctor in Civil Law, was conferred upon the
Rev. W. T. Leacu, A. M., Professor.—[ Montreal Gazette.

The Common Schools of the City of Hamilton—the Queen's
Birth Day—Noble Conduct of the Mayor.—We have much pleasure in
referring pointedly to the following indication of cordial interest in our

Public Schools as evinced by the Corporate authorities of the Queen City
of the Wegt :—

** Among the features which will mark the 24th May, 1849, and in addi-
ton to those made by the Committee, we are gratified to learn thatarrange-
ments have been made to give the children of the Public Schools a feast on
the happy occasion, and right merrily will they enjoy it. At9 o’clock, a.m.,
they will assemble in the Court Heuse Square, where they will form in
procession, and march through the principal streets to the Cricket Ground,
A luncheon will be prepared for them there, for which they will be indebted
to the noble generosity of our worthy and highly esteemed Mayor, W. L.
Distin. Esq.’’—[Hamilton Gazette,

Hanmilton City Schools —Queen’s Birth Day.—The birth day

- of our most Gracious Queen was observed as a Holiday in the Common

Schools of the City of Hamilton by order of the Board of Trustees,

Eramination of Schools in the Town of London,— Prizes,—
On last Thursday the Quarterly Examination of Mr. MerTatm’s sehool (in
St, David’s Ward) took place in presence of His Worship the Mayor and
the Trustees of Common Schools for this Town, besides a numerousattend-
ance of respectahle visitors. In addition to an examination in the ordinary
branches, the pupile were exercised in *¢ writing from dictation,’” which
not only showed their proficiency in penmanship, but nlso tested their
knowledge of orthography and punctuation, as well as the proper use of
capital letters, It was very pleasing to see many boys and girls without
hesitation write down a number of difficult sentences not only quickly but
but accurately, Throughout the examination the pupils answered with
remarkable promptness and accuracy in the several subjects on which they
were exercised.—[Com. to Canadian Free Press.

The Common School under the tuition of Mr. Rorgrr WiLsor, was
examined last Friday, in presence of the School Trustees and a number of
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the parents of the scholars. We cannot omit expressing the pleasure w
felt in witnessing the acquirements of the pupils in geography, especially
that part of it relating to Canada, and Mr. Wilson by drawing a map of
Canada on the black-board, has enabled his geography class to mmster it.
Several excellent specimens of pencil drawing were exhibited, and did
great credit to the scholars The exercises in vocal music were deserving
of all praise.—[ Canadian Free Press. )

The School taught by Mr. Asprew Ross, in St. George’s Ward, was
examined on the 28th ult., in the presence of the Trustees and a number of
the parents. The examination was highly creditable on all the different
branches ; the grammar class particularly so. The children were clean
and neat in theii appearance, and their orderly conduct could not have been
surpassed. The number of children present was about 75. £315s. and a
number of historical works were distributed as prizes to the most deserving.
—{Com. to Canadian Free Press.

Ezamination of the School in Section No. 2, South Dorchester.
under the tuition of Mr. Caant. A goodly number of respectable persons
were present, and the scholars went through their various exerciges with
great credit to themselves and to their teacher. Both parents and Trustees
were evidently much gratified. There was one branch of education, the
exercise of which was most interesting and delightful ; it was music: only
a few months ago the children had no idea of what constituted a musical
sound, now, they not only understand its first principles, but can sing a
variety of tunes, marking the time by the motion of the hand with a degree
of accuracy, which those who have neglected it in early life can with diffi-
culty attain.—[Com. to Canadian Free Press.

Ezamination of School Section No. 2, Town of Simcoe.—The
Quarterly Examination of this School, for the present year, took place on
Friday last. We were happy to learn, that the pupils acquitted themselves
very creditably, and from all present with whom we conversed, we heard
but one opinion—that of unqualified praise—of the judgment, prudence and
ability displayed by Mr. OLps, the Teacher, in the management of the
School.—{Long Point Advocate. .

Ezamination of the Simcoe Female School.—On Friday lact, the
Examination of the School in this Town, under the charge of Miss
Mureay, was held in the presence of a large and respectable assemblage
of ladies and gentlemen. Those of the Exercises which we witnessed
reflected the highest credit on Preceptress and Pupils, and fully confirm the
hopes entertained of the success of the School at the time of itsestablishment.
We respectfully congratulate Miss Murphy and the Patrons of the School,
on her success, and trust that her exertions may beappreciated and rewarded
as they merit.—[ibid.

Ezamination at Newburgh JAcademy and Midland District
8chool.—In a letter signed by the Rev. WiLLiam McFappes and Messrs.
WaRNER, AsSeLSTINE and MiLLER, published in the Kingston papers, we
find the following account of an ““interesting annual examination of the
pupils attending the Academy in the rising village of Newburgh, under the
management of Messre. Beaca and McGwiv. Theaverage attendance was
about 100, for whom there is ample accommodation in the very neat and
convenient twe story building erected for the purpose ; and yet, such is the
encouragement given to the School, and the prospect of increasing patron-
age, that the Trustees are entering into arrangements for considerably
enlarging tbe building.

¢ The different classes examined during’the day manifested an intimate
acquaintance with the various branches of study pursued in the Academy,
and the practical knowledge displayed by the Pupils did great credit to their
indefatigable Teachers. It might appear to be invidious to make distinc-
tions where all did so well, but we cannot forbear mentioning a few classes
who acquitted themselves to the admiration of the numerous spectators,
especially the classes in Natural Philosephy, Trigonometry, Mensuration,
Algebra, Sallust, Geography, and English Grammar. The improvement
made during the year, surpassed our most san guine expectations, and must
have been not only very satisfactory to the parents and guardians of the
youth attending, but to the Teachers, who appear to be well adapted to
their calling, and are mueh beloved by their pupils.”

Ezramination of the Paris Union School. —<¢ The Quarterly
Examination of this School took place on Saturday the 31st ultimo,
much to-the credit of Mr. Mxston, the Teacher, who wae lately a Student
in the Normal School, Toronto. As this was the first quarter that the
achool had been taught on the intellectual system, it was not.to be expected
that the system, in so short a period, could be brought to perfection; those
present, however, were well satisfied with the superiority of the new system
over the old, and were well pleased to witness the seeming confidence
.and freedom it establishes between teacher and pupil. It is evidently a
system which must cultivate and improve the understanding, as well gs

e §

the memory. The different exercices were gone through with in a highly
creditable manner, especially those in Grammar,Geography, and Arithmetic.
The intellectual plan requires two apartments, and of course {wo teachers,
one for the higher and one for the common branches of education. The
trustees will be able to remedy this ere long, as they will shortly have three
hundred pounds at their disposal for School purposes, with which they
intend to erect a building, suitable to the growing wants of the village and
neighbourhood.””—[Com. to. the Galt Reporter by the Rev. Davip Caw,
and Messrs. McCosg, FinLavsow, and SincLaIR.

Eramination of Galt School.—The Quarterly Examination of
the Galt School, under the efficient management of Messrs. R. [from the
Normal SchoolJ and D. McLkar, Teachers, took place in presence of a
large assemblage of gratified spectators, composed of the School Trustees,
several Clergymen, and the parents and friends of the pupils.

The examination was highly creditable to both Teachers and pupils. In
going through the different exercises of FEnglish Reading, Graminar,
Geography. practical Arithmetic, Algebra and Geometry the very youngest
of them showed they were acenstomed to thimk, which is one peculiarity of
the system pursued in the School—the exercises in mental Arithmetie
eliciting much praise. Another peculiarity of the simultaneons answering
system is, the entire absence of anything like diffidence or embarrassmens
—the mutual confidence it establishes between teacher and pupil—the eager
attention bestowed by the pupils on every question addressed to them by
their teachers, who seem to poesess the faculty of imparting much of their
own energy to those under their charge.

The new School House (being part only of a more extensive contem«
plated plan,) is in keeping with the importance that attaches itself to edu-
cation. It is a stone building 80 by 34 feet, a spacious hall of 12 feet
separating it into two divisions of 32 and 30 feet each, with an arched
ceiling of 20 feet in height; the one division for elementary instruction,
the other for the more advanced. Next to the entrance of eacl division isa
platform of 12 feet, the remaining part is seated, on a sloping elevation of
one inch per foot, which places every individual in the School under the
eye of the Teacher. The side walls are hung with specimens of Natural
History, and the partition wall covered with Maps of every description, to
facilitate the study of Geography.

I am happy to find that the conviction entertained in all free countries, of
the urgent necessity of general education—that the general diffusion of
knowledge is the only true security for well-regulated liberty—is beginning
to be felt here. The great zeal displayed by the Trustecs during the past
few years for the improvement of the School, in procuring competent
Teachers, and in providing suitable accommodation, has done much to
bring about this object.— [ Communicated to Galt Reporter.

Eramination in School Section No. 25, Dumfries, Gore Dis-
trict.—On Wednesday, the Quarterly Examination in School Section No,
25, in the Township of Dumfries, took place, in presence of the Trustees,
the Rev. Mr. Smiru, of Galt, Messra. Bownanr, J. P. Moorx, CransToux,
Suign, Cunvineaan, BrowN, WiLson, Dickir, and others of the parents
and some of the most influential residents. This examination had been
looked forward to with interest by those residing in the Section, from the
circumstances of its being the first one since the appointment of the present
teacher, Mr. Arexanprr McCrrLLasp, who came highly recommended
by the Head-Master of the Normal School at Toronto, in which he had
received his training as a teacher. The attendance of scholars was very
respectable. The examination embraced all the branches usually taught in
common sclioo's, and the manner in which all the classes acquitted them-
selves, was egnally creditable to the expertness and diligence of the
scholars, and to the ability, skill and perseyerance of the Teacher, in
carrying out the method which he has adopted. Before the dismissal of the
School, the Rev. Mr. SxitH briefly addressed the Teacher and the Scholars,
expressing the great satisfaction he had felt at the appearance which had
been made, and assuring those who were immediately interested in the
school, that from what they had just seen of Mr. McCLELLANL’s capabili-
ties as a Teacher, they had every reason to put full confidence in his pains-
taking, experience, and competency.—{ Galt Reporter.

————e

BRITISH AND FOREIGN.

Highbury College, the well known dissenting educational insti-
tution near London, has been sold. Itis intended to convert it into a

| Training Institution in connection with the Church of England.—{Londoa

Wachman.

School for the Gipsies.—A school and asylum have at length
been gstablished for the children of gipses; it is situated at Farnham ; Lord
Asyrry is the patron, Mr. GLyxn, M. P., isthe ynnsnrcr.-ef Ibid.
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DUTY OF PUBLIC- MEN OF ALL CLASSES IN
REFERENCE TO COMMON SCHOOLS.

As the perfection of & steam engine or manufactory consists in
the mutual adaptation and completeness of the various pieces or
purts which compose it ; so the highest civilization of a community
con=ists in the intellectual and moral elevation of its individual
members,  If the individual inhabitants of a country, county, town-
ship, or town, be ignorant and vicious, they must present an aggre-
gate of ignorance and vice. But if the individuals of which any
neighbourhood, town or country is composed, are educated, enlight-
ened and virtuous, the character of such neighbourhood, town or
country will be that of intelligence and virtue, and in the same
degree as these elements of civilization and refinement prevail.

The diffusion of the elements of intelligence and virtue through-
out a whole population is a social process, and can only be acoom-
plished by social means ; and in proportion to the comprehensiveness
and energy of the social combination will be the extent and degree
of the svcial elevation, If the wealth, the rank, the intelligence of
& community be arrayed on_the side of social progress, the igno-
rance and apathy which may exist among the masses of such com-
munity will scon be pénetrated and dispelled, and the unmeasured
power of their intelligence and enterprise will soon be added to the
resources of their country—an accession of greater importance than
the largest immigration of mere physical strength, much more of
ignorance and pauperism. If, on the other hand, the intelligence
end wealth of a country are opposed, or even indifferent to the
universal education of the masses, the predominant ignorance and
apathy of the latter leave no elements or resources adequate to its
accomplishment. The relations of the paor to the rich—of the
uneducated to the educated—require the co-operation of the latter in
the education of the former. There is no example of the universal
diffusion of education in any country without the countenance, the
Bupport and active co-operation of both the government and the
wealthier classes in the promotion of that object.

Every man of wealth and intelligence who stands aloof from the
noble and patriotic work of promoting the education of the masses
of his fellow-countrymen, is so far their enemy and the enemy of
his country. As far as in him lies, he is endeavouring to inflict
upon the youth of the land a worse than famine of bread—the famine
of knowledge, Every rich man, every educateg man, every
Christian Minister, every man of influence however limited, should
'ponder upon his own personal obligation and responsibility in regard
1o the intellectual elevation of his country. The Common School

Act provides that all Christian Ministers, Magistrates, Judges and
District Councillors shall be visitors of Common Schools—thus
contemplating and providing for the united influence and co-operation
of the representatives of the Christianity, the wealth and intelligence
“of the country in promoting the universal education of the people.
The vigorous, voluntary exercise of this mighty dormant power
will do more to promote Common School Education in Canada than
thousands of legislative enactments without it. It isa power greater
than that of law—a power the physical resources of which law
should put under contribution, but the moral influence of which no
law can compel, in a work of common interest and vital importance
‘th the whole country, His Excellency Governor Briaas, of Mas-
suchusetts, (in a Jetter addressed to the editors of the JNew-York

Student, acknowledging the receipt of maps of the States of Con-
necticut and Massachusetts, prepared by pupils of a New-York
Common School,) makes the following remarks, which deserve the
attention of all public men in Upper Canada :—

* The idea cannot be too deeply impressed upon the public mind, that
the future character of the people of this country is to be moulded and
formed in the Common School House. The importance, then, .of
elevating the condition of our Common Schools, cannot be over esti-
mated.

¢¢ Let legislators, public men, Christians, and ull who leve their country
and their race, exert themselves to improve the present systemns of pop-
ular education, and to extend their benefits to every child and youth in
the country. There is but one period in human life when the priceless
blessings of education can be imparted. That is the morning of life.
If then neglected, the opportunity is lost forever. Legislatures which
do not make suitable provisions for the instraction of the children of the
state, do great injustice to the children themselves, and bring upon the
stale a manhood of ignorance and vice. These neglected children will
become matured paupers and criminals, and in this form be the instru-~
ments, in the hands of Providence, of scourging the state for its crim-
inal omission to do its duty to them, by providing means for their edu-
cation.”’

FRUITS OF THE PRESENT COMMON SCHOOL LAW OF
UPPER CANADA,

Up to the present moment we have published no general statis-
tics illustrative of the operations of the present Common School
Law of Upper Canada. In one or two instances we have given
two or three statistical statements on particular points, but have
entered into no details. This law came into full operation the 1st
of January, 1847. The first ‘ten sections of it relating to the
Provincial Superintendent, the Board of Education and the District
Councils came into force in June, 1846. The year 1846 was
therefore a year of transition from the late, to the present Common
School Act. The opposition which was made in certain quarters
to the present Act on its first introduction and the prejudices which
were excited against it in the minds of many persons by almost
incredible representations, are known to all our readers; and the
removal of those prejudices by actual experience, and the general
approval of the Act by those who are most interested in the pro-
motion of Common Schools and have done most to advance them,
are facts equally well known. The test of experience has resulted
in the prevalent opinion in favour of the general provisions of the
present School Act, with a conviction equally general as to defects
in some of its details, arising chiefly from the want of greater dis-
cretionary power in Local Trustees and Councils.

But the question is, has the system of Common Schools advanced
in Upper Canada since the present Act came into full force in Jan-
uary, 1847 ? We answer this question by referring to two tables
of statistics which will be found on pages 76 and 77 of this num-
ber, and which formed part of an Appendixta the Genera! School
Report for Upper Canada for 1848, transmitted the present month
to His Excellency the Govervor GENERAL. The Normal School,
a uniform series of School Books, Public Quarterly School Exami-
nations, triennial election of Trustees, classes of appropriate School
Visitors, comprehensive statistical School Reports, are the creation
or results of the present Common School Act, apart from an increase
of two months, or one-sixth, in the average time each year during
which the Schools are kept open throughout Upper Canada, an
increase of tengper cent, per annum in the attendsnce of pupils at
the Schools, an annual increase of more than ten per cent. in the
amount of moneys raised by voluntary local taxation for the salaries
of Teachers ; to which may be added last in order, but first in
importance, an increased interest on the part of a large portion of
the people of the several Districts in respect to Common School
Education,
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The various statistics and illustrations furnished in the General
School Report for the years 1847 and 1843, (which will soon be
printed) can alone do justice to the preseat School system ;-but the
brief general statistics contained in the tables referred to, on pages
76 and 77, will give some idea of its operations and progress, We
leave the reader to draw his own conclusions of the general working
of the School system after a careful examination of those statistical
tables ; and we will confine ourselves in this place to two or three
explanatory and general remarks.

1. The Legislative Grant, in aid of Common Schools in Upper
Canada has not been increased. This is £19,500 per annum,
exclusive of £1500 per annum in support of the Provincial Normal
School. Whatever increase therefore there has been since 1846 in
the amount of money raised for the support of Common Schools has
arisen from voluntary local taxation.

2. The amount of moneys reported in the tables referred to, is
for the salaries of Teachers alone—not including the expenses
incurred from lucal Superintendence, the erection and repairs of
School houses, &c. &c. The present law does not permit any
part of the School Fund to be expended for any other purpose than
the payment of the salaries of legally qualified Teachers.

3. It will be seen by the tables referred to, that while there has
been an increase in the amount of money raised for the salaries of
Teachers at the rate of nearly 40,000 dollars per annum; one-faurih
of that increase will be found under the head of Municipal Assess-
menl, three-fourths of it will be found under the head of Rate-Bills
—a department of School moneys which entirely depends upon the
voluntary co-operation of the Trustees and their constituents in the
several School Sections.

4. Tt is a gratifying and encouraging fact, that over and above
the amount of the Legislative Grant, and the sums raised for the
salaries of local Superintendents, the erection of more than 100
8chool houses, the repairs of many others, &c., &ec., &ec., the
people of Upper Canada have, in 1848, by local voluntary taxa-
tion, for the salaries of Common School Teachers alone, raised the
sum of two hundred and sixty-four thousand dollars—a sum, which
many of our readers will be surprised to learn, is larger in propor-
tion to the population of Upper Canada than that raised in the same
way and for the same purpose by our neighBours in the State of
New-York in proportion to the population of that State.

5. It will also be observed from the tables referred to, that the
number of School visits by Clergymen, Magistrates and Councillors,
as authorized by [the present Act, has been much larger than had
been anticipated ; that there has been a considerable increase of
8chool visits in 1848 over that of 1847. There is every reason
to believe that the present and subsequent years will witness a large
increase of such visits. The salutary influence of them can be
easily conceived.

It is furthermore worthy of remark, that although there is a large
aggregale increase of pupils in the Schools, the increase in their
average attendance, [since the substitution of the Quarterly for
the Day rate-bill system] is much larger than the aggregate increase.
It appears from statistics in the annual reports for the years 1847
and 1848, [not contained in the tables alluded to,] that the gross
average attendance of pupils in the Summer of 1847, was 84,537,
in the Summer of 1848, 112,000, The gross average attendance
of pupils in the Winter of 1847, was 89,991 ; in the Winter of
‘1848, 114,800. ‘

7. We remark finally, that in every munielpality in Upper Canade,
with the single exception of the City of Toronto there was an increase

of School moneys in favour of 1848 over 1847. In one of the two
General School Reports referred to, laid before the Legislature and
ordered to be printed, a comparison has been instituted between the
progress and state of the Common Schools in U. C. and in the State
of New-York ; and we are persuaded that if the people of Upper
Canada advance in their School operations for five years to come
as they have during the last two years, they will not only equal
but even be in advance of our New-York neighbours, excepting in
the Cities and Towns end in the important department of School
Libraries—a department which we hope the Government and
Legislature of Canada will enable us to commence during the
current year.

Scroor ArcurTECcTURE.—We are informed that contracts have
already been entered into for the erection of several School-houses
according to Designs and Plans which have been given in this
Journal. In future numbers we hope to furnish more numerous
and varied plans than we have yet given. The Board of Trustees
for the Town of London, C. W., with the approval of the Mayor
and Council, having offered a premium for the best designs of a
School-house for the accommodation of 600 children, have adopted
the designs prepared by W. Tromas, Esq., Architect of this City.
We hope to insert engravings of these designs in the Journal of
Education. The Corporation of the Town of London proceeds
very differently from that of the City of Toronto in regard to the
Common School education of their youth. ' In Toronto-the Common
Schools are yet closed, while juvenile crime increases and abounds
beyond all precedent. Who is morally and socially responsible for
the crime which results from a large youthful population left idle by
shutting up the Common Schools against it ?

A NationaL ConvenTioN oF TaE Frienos or Common Scroors
is to be held in Philadelphia, commencing on Wednesday, the 22nd of
August. This Convention has been appointed by several State
Superintendents of Common Schools, by the Hon. Horacr Many,
the Rt. Rev. Dr. PoTTER, and a large number of the most distinguish- .
ed Educationists in the United States. The object of this Convention
is mutual consultation and deliberation by the Friends of Common
Schools and of universal Education for advancing the great cause
of Popular Education throughout the Union. The writer of this
notice hopes to be able to avail himself of the invitation given to
attend this important meeting. The holding of such an Educational
Convention in Canada would be an auspicions event—called and
attended by leading public men, irrespective of Profession, Sect, or
Party,

Dexter D'Everaroo, Esq., Superintendent of Common Schools
in the Niagara District.—On the 9th ult., a public Supper was
given by the inhabitants of Fonthill to this gentleman, as an ex-
pression of their appreciation of his efficient and valuable services
as District Superintendent of Common Schools. The occasion
seems to have been one of interest in the progress of popular
education; and the testimony which it was intended to convey was
truly merited by Mr. D’Everarpo, whose qualifications and labours
a8 a School Superintendent can hardly be over estimated.

(7 The statistical tables on pages 76 and 77 have unavoidably
excluded the article under the head of Science and Practical Aris

(electro-magnetism and the electro-magnetic Telegraph) ‘intended
for this number, )
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THE TRIUMPHS OF KNOWLEDGE.
BY LINNEUS BARKS, ESQ.

An Extract from an Address, delivered at the recent opening of the
* Mechanics’ Institution, Harrogate, England.

FrrLow-LaBorers,—We dedicate our time, our talents, ouyr
wealth, our influence, and our example to the great work upon
which we are about to enter. A work, not of danger, destruction
or death ; but a work of fertilizing, strengthening, and adorning
the human mind. The pen is our weapon, books our balls, the
press our arsenal, lectures our councils of war, and institutions of
learning our fortresses and barricades.

Thus equipped and sworn, like the Spartan youth, never to give
up, Onward will be our guiding star ; and as the star in the east
lighted the shepherds of old to the stable in Bethlehem, so shall
that word light us to the accomplishment of our wishes. The
world is moving onward ; but toward what, must depend upon the
amount of knowledge which it carries with it. If the people are
left to travel in the dark, they will go onward to greater misery
and greater crimes,

We are looking forward to the advent of better days ; and I
rejoice to know that the means of securing them are in operation.
Every letter taught to lisping infancy, every newspaper furnished,
every school, and every institution of learning in the land, brings
“the good time” nearer, and encourages us to persevere in sowing
that sure and golden seed, which, once rooted in the mind, brings
forth beautiful and everlasting flowers.

Knowledge opens to the mind a better and more cheering world.
It introduces us to objects and glories which genius alone can por-
tray. It lifts us above the earth ; it takes us around and across it,
peinting out and explaining matters miraculous and stupendous. It
brings back the dead—those whu went down to their graves thou-
sands of years ago, but whose spirits still light the world.

It recalls deeds and re-enacts events over and over again, as
truthfully as though we had been eye-witnesses. It also stretches
far into the future. From the past to the present it ascends the
dark staircase of time. It comprehends the possible as well as the
actual, and furnishes histories long before they have taken place.

Knowledge enables us to live through sll time. We can tread
the earth from creation’s dawn up to the existing moment, and
become the spectators of every change it has undergone. The
overthrow of dynasties, the revolutions of empires, -the triumphs
of art and Jiterature, and the wars and conquests with which bhis-
tory groans, may all be crowded into our life’s volume.

The experience of a day becomes the experience of an age, and
almost gives to man the attributes of omnipresence. From the
wandering Homer, who sang as never man sang before, up to
Bhakspeare—the bard of all time—and down to Byron, Burns, and
Moore, we can sit and hold communion with every brilliant spirit,
whose coruscations dazzle the earth.

Nor does the desirability of knowledge rest here. It awakens
our sympathies, and by enlarging our desires, it multiplies them.
It enables the possessor to command within himself all that is com-
mendable and attractive to the eye of mankind. It brings him in
contact with society, and adorns him in robes more costly than
hand can weave, or skill invent.

It is his passport, his companion, his counsellor; and what is
seldom met with in this world, it is his unfailing, unflinching, un-
compromising friend. Knowledge ! the ability to acquire it is the
one great gift of God to man. It is the channel thrangh which He
makes himself known to us, The High and Mighty One is the
source of all knowledge.

Knowledge is the bulwark of our country. It is the basis of
her government, the source of her glory, and the prop of her insti-
totions. The most illustrious men of this.and other ages sprung
from the humbler classes of mankind, and genius does for them
what wealth and station cannot do for others.

Knowledge teaches economy, prudence, temperance, industry
and honesty. It points out the way to gain, and to help those who
are inclined to pursue it. It teaches us to avoid temptation, and
fortifies us in the hour of peril. It puts money in the bank, clothes
in the wardrobe, and delicacies in the cupboard. It prevides enter-
tainments, and supplies advantages otherwise unknown. It sends
veesels, freighted, to sea; prepares and gathers in the prodace of

distant lands, makes discoveries in science and shortens the distance
between localities. It lights our streets, explores our mines, and
enables us to transmit our thoughts to those who are hundreds of
miles distant.

Without it, the faculties of the mind are paralyzed, memory is
lost, perception destroyed, taste uprooted, and reflection scattered
to the “winds of heaven.” Without it, the body, sympathizing
with the mind, loses its elasticity and elegant proportions. With-
out it, no man can soar above the earth, or perform one deed that
shall send his name down to posterity honored and revered.

Knowledge is essential to enable us to know ourselves, to under-
stand the relative dependencies of men upon their fellow-men, to
guard against cunning, intrigue and sophistry, and to teach us
how to appreciate the government of that Divine Agent whose arm
encircleth the Universe. It is, likewise, necessary in business ;
for unless the head go with the hand, wheels may move, hammers
may fali, and spades wear bright in vain. Without it, person and
station are but  whited sepulchres,” concealing the void and rot-
tenness within.

Man was made for knowledge. His erect figure, his penetrating
eye, and his organs of speech, all proclaim it. There are patriots
who bear the brand and the sword, and patriots in name and speech;
but the truest and best of patriotism is that which looks to the
mental and moral, as well as the physical condition of a country,
and which desires above all other things the cultivation of that
intellect with which God has endowed its people.

AUTHORSHIP IN THE FREE AND SLAVE STATES
Py OF AMERICA.

Look into Silliman’s Journal, or the volumes of the American
Academy of the Arts and Sciences, and inquire whence the com-
munications come. Where live the historians of the country,
Sparks, Prescott, Bancroft ; the poets, Whittieny Bryant, Long-
fellow, Lowell ; the jurists, Story, Kent, Wheaton; the classic
models of writing, Channing, Everett, Irving ; the female writers,
Miss Sedgwick, Mrs. Sigourney, and Mrs. Child? All this pro-
ceeds from no superiority of natural endowment on the one side or
inferiority on the other. The Southern States are all within what
may be called “the latitudes of genius ;” for there is a small belt
around the globe, comprising but & few degrees of latitude, which
has producad all the distinguished men who have ever lived. Isay
this difference- results from no difference in patural endowment.
The mental endowments at the South are equal to those in any
part of the world. But it comes because, in one quarter, the com-
mon atmosphere is vivified with knowledge, electric with ideas,
while slavery gathers in Beeotian fogs over the other. What West
Point has been to our armies in Mexico, that, and more than that,
good schools would be to the intelligence and industrial prosperity
of our country.—Hon. Horace Mann.

LIEBEG WHEN A BOY.

Liebeg was distinguished at school as a “booby,” the only talent
then cultivated in German schools being verbal memory. On one
occasion, being sneeringly asked by the master what he proposed
to become, since he was so bad a scholar, and answering that he
would be a chemist, the whole school burst into a laugh of derision.
Not long ago, Liebeg saw his old schoolmaster, who feelingly
lamented his own former blindness. The only boy in the same
school who ever disputed with Liebeg the station of ¢ booby” was
one who never could learn his lesson by heart, but was continually
composing music, and writing it down by stealth in school. This
same individual Liebeg lately found at Vienna, distinguished as a
composer, and conductor of the Imperial Opera House. I think his
name is Reuling. It is to be hoped that a more rational system of
school instruction is now gaining ground. Can anything be more
absard and detestable than a system which made Walter Scott and
Justus Liebeg ‘“boobies” at school, and so effectually concealed their
natural talents, that, for example, Liebeg was often lectured before
the whele school on his being sure to cause misery and broken
hearts to his parents, while he was all the time conscioué, as the
above anecdote proves, of the possession of talents similar jn kind
to those he has since displayed.—Dr. Gregory on the character
of Licbeg,
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Bitevarp any Scientitic ¥utelligence.

———

THE SuBTERRANEAN M4P oF Paris, commenced in 1844, is, it is
said, nearly completed. It will form an atias of forty-five sheets——cor-
respoiiding to a superficies of five hundred by three hundred metres. It
will exhibit, quarter by quarter, all the labyrinthine sinuosities of the
ancient quarries and catacombs ovér which Paris is built, with the cor-
responding edifices, squares, and streets above ground. The labours of
the engineers, in the execution of this work, have been, says the Journal
des Debals, of the most tedious and delicate nature. This may be
imagined, when it is understood, that every subterranean point has its
corresponding exterior point,—and that a double calculation is necessary
for the precise marshalling of objects without over the tortuous lines
(empty or encumbered) within. The map has been co-ordinated on the
supposition of two axes; one figuring a meridian passing by the Well of
the Observatory—the other a line perpendicular to the first. — Athenzum.

PrOTOGRAPHIC DELINEATION OF THE PLANETARY SYsTEM.—The
Irish papers announce that Professor Gluckman is engaged in the con-
struction of a photographic apparatus, by which, with the aid of Lord
Rosse’s monster telescope, it is hoped that delineations of the most dis-
tant planetary arrangements and movements may be obtained.

MeeTive oF THE BriTisE AssociaTioN.—-The Belfast Town
Council has invited the British Assaciation to fix upon Belfust as the
place of meeting either in 1850 or 1851.

Miss Eriza Coox, the celebrated Poet and Authoress, is about to
edit a weekly literary publication in London.

Tae erEAT Enerisa HistoriaN, Lorp RECTOR OF THE GLASGOW
Umiverstty.—Mr. Macaulay has delivered two brilliant and effective
speeches at Glasgow on the occasion of his installation as Lord Rector of
the University, and the tender of the freedom of the city. The Univer-
sity being in its 400th year gave the orator the opportunity of one of
those rarely expressed historical retrospects in which he has no superior
~—as he grouped together the leading conditions of Europe at the close
of each century. Pope Nicholas V., the founder of the University, and
his part in the restoration of learning, the comparison of Bologna and
Glasgow——the crop of learned reformers in another century—the age of
the development of human rights and freedom, were the subjects of these
sketches: A stili more successful future was prophesied for the next
handred years. Mr. Mucaulay is hopeful ‘of the future. ¢ Ever since
I began,” he says, ** to make observations on the state of my country 1
have been seeing nothing but growth, and I have heen hearing of nothing
but decay. The more I contemplate our noble institutions, the more
convinced I am that they are sound at heart, that they have nothing of
age butits dignity, and that their strength is still the strength of youth.”
In Mr. M.’s second speech, he announced his intention of retiring per-
manently from political life, to resume his history—¢¢ a task, under the
magnitude and importance of which I have sometimes felt my mind ready
to sink.” He desired that it might be still in his power *¢ go faithfully,
without fear or malignity, to represent the meMts and faults of hostile
secta and factions, as to teach a common lesson of charity to all.”?—N.
Y. Literary World, ‘

ArTIQUITY oF THE TurNiNe LaTHE.—The turning lathe is an

exceedingly ancient invention, dating 1250 years before the Christian
era. It is ascribed to Talus, a grandson of Dedalus.

ANciENT ‘CHiNgsE Dicrionary,.—The Rev. Dr, Morrison men-
tions a dictionary in the Chinese langnage of 40,000 hieroglyphical cha-
racters, as having been compiled 1100 years before Christ.

New Imperiar Cycropgpia.—Charles Knight has issued propo-
sals for the immediate publication of a new popular Cyclopedia, to be
called the ‘‘ Iinperial,” on the basis of the ** Penny Cyclopmdia.’”” The
admirable preparation of the latter work is well known, and its array of
many of the most distinguished names in modern English science, art,
and literature among its contributors. It had the rare merit of a popular
work with the general reader, and of an authority with the scholar. " It
was edited by George Long, who with Mr. Knight and a subdivision of
labour in the hands of editors of departments, will conduct the new work.
The size is to be of medium quafo, the work to be completed in twenty
quarterly volumes, at a guinea eash. The additions will be of great
importance, their cost, in Literature and Engravings being estimated at
£12,000, the cost of the original work for copyright and éngraviugs
alone having been £42,000. Among the new features of the * Impe-
rial” will be a complete Atlas of Ancient and Modern Geography; a
Series of Treatises on the great Branches of Knowledge, te form one
introductory volume, and for the close, a Lexicon of the English Lan-
guage, etymoiogical, critical, and technical, the definitions of which will
be illustrated by reference to every important fact, term, and name in
the Cyclopwmdia itself, whether scientific, literary, historical, or geogra-
phical. This enterprise is one ef great importance, and affords a newy

.originally of a distinet fabric.

proof, if proof were wanted, of the increasing energy &nd ability of the
publisher-author. The work is to be published by subscription and not
stereotyped. It is to be dedicated by permission to Her most Gracious

" Majesty Quees Victoria, who, with Prince Albert, has expressed great

interest in the work.—N. Y. Literary World.

A Greeg Lisrary 18 Ruins,——On my inquiring for the Library,
at the monustery of Pantocratorus, I was told it had been destroyed
during the revolution. It had formerly been preserved in the great square
tower or keep, which is a grand featare in all the monasteries. I went
to look at the place, and leaning through a ruined arch I looked down
into the lower story of the tower, and there I saw the melancholy remains
of a once famous library. This was a dismal spectacle for a devout
lover of old books—a sort of biblical knight-errant, as I then considered
myself, who had entered on the perilous adventure of Mount Athos to
rescue from the thraldom of ignorant monks those fair vellum volumes,
with their bright illuminations and velvet dresces and jewelled clasps,
which for so many centuries had lain imprisoned in their dark monastic
dungeons. By the dim light which streamed through the opening of an
iron door in the wall of the ruined tower, I saw above a hundred ancient
manuscripts lying among the rubbish which had fallen from the upper
floor, which was ruinous, and had in great part given way. Some of
these manuscripts seemed quite entire—fine large folios ; but the monks
said they were unapproachable ; for thatthe floor also on which they lay
was unsafe, the beams below being rotten from the wet and rain which
came in through the roof. Here was a trap ready set and baited for a
bibliographical antiquary. I peeped at the old manuscripts, looked par-
ticularly at one or two that were lying in the middle of the floor, and
could hardly resist the temptation. 1 advanced cautiously along the
boards, keeping close to the wall, whilst every now and then a dull
cracking noise warned me of my danger, but I tried each board by stamp-
ing upon it with my foot before I ventured my weight upon it. At last,
when I dared go no further, I made them bring me a long stick, with
which I fished up two or three fine manuscripts, and poked the along
towarde the door. When I had safely landed them, I examined them
more at my ease, but I found that the rain had washed the outer leaves
quite clean ; the pages were stuck quite together into a solid mass, and
when I attempted to open them, they broke short off in square bits like
a biscuit. Neglect, and damp, and exposure, had destroyed them com-
pletely. One fine volume, a large folio in double columaus, of most vene-
rable_antiquity, particularly grieved me. I do not know how many more
manuscripts there might be under the piles of rubbish. Perhaps some
of them might still be legible, but without assistance and time I could
not clean out the ruins that had fallen from above ; and I was unable to
save even a scrap from this general tomb of a whole race of books. I
came out of the great tower, and sitting down on a pile of ruias, with a
bearded assembly of grave caloyeri round me, I vented my sorrow apd
indignation in a long oration, which, however, produced a very slight
effect upon my auditory ; but whether from their not understanding
Italian, or my want of eloquence, is a matter of doubt. My man was the
only person who seemed to commiserate my misfortune, and he looked
so genuinely vexed and sorry that I Jiked him the better ever afterwards.”
—A Visit to the Monasteries in the Levant. By the Hon. RoserT Curzorx,

AcricULTURAL Scroor.—At Mount Airy, seven miles from
Philadelphia, there is an agricultural institute where agriculture ia
thoroughly taught on an experimental farm of seventy acres. And in
addition to agriculture, instruetion is given, by competent instructors,
in the English elementary branches, in mathematios and physics, in
elementary and analytical geology, in botany, zoology, and entomology.

SivauLar DiscoverY.—An ingenious discovery, likely 1o be useful
to collectors of old engravings, has just been made by a young man—a
Mr. Baldwin. It is, the means of splitting into two parts:one sheet of
paper, so s to separate the engravings in front from the text which
may have been printed at the back—often to the obscuring of the former.
We have seen a leaf thus divided, in which the one part shows the en-
graving perfectly clear from the previous confusion of the lines that

-showed through—the other exhibiting the text as it had been printed on

a page with a clean back. E.ch page is as sound as if it had been
The discovery will probably be -valuable
if applied to the drawings by the old masters, who were frequently in
the habit of making studies on both sides of the same piece of paper.—
Atheneum.

Oaxs aNp Pixes.—Prof. Beck says, the oaks of the forest are
known, with tolerable certainty, to attain the age of 800 or 900 years,
and are the miost aged treés that we possess. Pines are stated by Dr.
Williams, ‘in his history of Vermont, tolive from 350 to 400 years.

Figorrs,—If you moltiply any given number by itself, say 8,
thus: 8 times 8 are 64; then tuke one from the multiplier, and add it
te the multiplied, the product will always fall short by one of the former

product. ‘Thus: 1 from 8 leaves 7; 1 added to 8, are 9; '7 times 9
are 63. And this rule appears to extend to all numbors, large or
small,
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JOURNAL OF EDUCATION

May, 1849.

STATISTICAL AND GENERAL REPORT OF SCHOOLS IN
THE NIAGARA DISTRICT, FOR THE YEAR 1848.

Education Qffice, Niagara District,
Fonthill, Feb. 10th, 1849.

Sir,—I have the honor to submit, through you, for the consider-
ation of the Niagara District Council, the following Special Report on the
number and condition of the Public and Private Schools in this District for
the year 1848.

Returns for the town of Niagara and St Catharines are included in the
Report, in so far as I have been able to obtain them:

School Sections—The number of School Sections in the District is the
same as in 1847, viz. 181. Of that number 145 are wholly within certain
Townships, and 36 are Union Sections,— that is,. Sections composed of
parts of several Townships. Of the Union Sections 2 are composed of
parts of four Townships, 5 of parts of three Townships, and 29 of parts
ol two Townships.

Number of Schools.—There were kept open during some part of the
whole of the past year, 184 Public Schools ;—number kept open in 1847,
183 —increase, 1.

Teachers, Tims Taught, Salaries, &c.—In 153 Schools, male Teacliers
were employed during some part of the whole of the past year; and in 58
Schools, female Teachers were employed during some part of the whole of
the same period. Inafew instances, the columns indicating the sex and
salaries of the Teachers were not filled up by Trustees. That omission
will not, however, materially affect the averages given below. Of the
male Teachers, 61 received ealaries, exclusive of board, amounting to £50
and upwards—less, however, than £75 :—five received £75 and upwards,
less than £80: eightreceived £80 and upwards, less than £100; and one
received £125. The average salaries of male Teachers was in round
numbers, £52; that of female Teachers, £31, in each case exclusive of
board. The Public Schools were kept open during the year 1848, under
qualified Teachers, 15213 months; in 1847, 1345§ months—increase in
favor of 1848, 126 months.

Number of Children of School Age, Attendance, &c.—The whole
number of children of school age, residing in the District on the 31st day
of December last, was 13,314; number reported 3ist day of December,
1847, 13,17%2—increase in favor of 1848, 142. Of the whole number
of children resident in the District, 10,328 received instruction in the Public
8chools, daring some part of the whole of the past year ; number in attend-
ance in 1847, 8,948—increase in favor of 1848, 1,374, Of the whole num-
ber of children attending School during the year 1848, 5,898 were boys,
and 4,424 were girls. In a few cases, Trustees have omitted to fill up the
columns showing the average attendance, therefore some addition should
be made to the numbers hereinunder given. The average attendance, as
reported in the summer term, was 4,281—2347 boys, and 1,934 girls. The
average attendance, during the winter term, was 4,516—2,714 boys, and
1,802 girls.

Number of Pupils in Classes, Studies, &c.—Of the whole number of
pupils in school, 1,801 were in the Ist or lowest class—increase, 352 ;
1736 were in the second class—increase, 380 : 2097 were in the 3rd class—
increase, 637 ; 2080 were in the 4th class—increase, 764 and 879 were in
the 5th class in reading—-increase, 292. It may be proper here to remark,
that in some Trustees’ Reports the class columns are not filled up at all ;
and in others, by mistake, the averages only are inserted~-heunce the num-
bers here given under those heads are something below the true numbers
The same remark will apply to the studies. A full return of those items is
expected previously to closing the Annual Report to the Chief Superin-
tendent. Of the whole number of pupils reported, 1,691 are in the first
four rules—increase, 473 ; 899 are in the Compound rules and Reduction—
increase, 26 ; and 1128 are in Proportion and above in Arithmetic-~increase,
491. Of the whole number of pupils in School as reported, 1,128 are in
English Grammar—increase, 85; 1,215 are in Geography—increase, 288 ;
226 are in History--increase, 44 ; 4374 are in writing--increase, 1,038 ;
115 are in Book Keeping--increase, 55; 53 are in Mensuration--inerease,
24; 33 are in Algebra—increase, 4; 13 are in Geometry--increase, 13 ;
54 are in Natural Philosophy--increase, 54; 297 are in vocal music—-
increase, 297 ; 34 are in Linear Drawing-—increase, 34; and 223 are pur-
suing other studies not enumerated above, among which may be mentioned
Physiology, Astronomy, the Latin Language, &ec. &ec.

Apparatus and School Regquisites.-—-There were used in the Public
Schools of the District, during the past year, 89 large Maps to haug on
the wall-—increase, 38; 123 Black Boards--increase, 78; 12 Globes—-
increase, 2; 4 Clocks—increase, 1; 6 Mathematical Blocks—increase, 5
and 1 Orrery. :

School Houses.—172 School Sections have School Houses built for the
purpase—of which 15 are brick, 4 are stone, 120 are frame, and 33 are
log buildings. One Bchool Section has 3 8chool Houses, and three Sec-
tions have cach ¢ Schaol Housce--making in all 177 Schoel Houses. Nine

School Sections have no School Houses ; their Schools are kept in buildings
rented for the purpose.

Titles.--Of the titles under which the School Sites are held, 86 are free-
hold, and 38 are leasehold ; leaving 57 School Sections without any title
for School Sites. .

Lihraries.—-There are within the District, agreeably to the returns made,
30 Sabbath Schooel Libraries, comprising in the aggregate 5,008 volumes.
There are 4 Libraries, besides those in St. Catharines, of which 1 have
no return, Of the 4 Public Libraries, one is in the Village of Dunville—
number of vols. 308; one is in the Village of Port Robinson—number of
vols. 300 ; and two are in the Town of Niagara—one in connexiou with
the Mechanic’s Institute, the other in connexion with Dr. Lundy’s School
~number of vols. not ascertained.

School Moneys.—The whole sum received during the year 1848, including
the balance in hand on the 1st day of January, was £3,968 19s. 0§d. The
whole sum paid out to Teachers during that period was £3,333 6s. 74d.,
leaving a balance in the hands of the District Superintendent on the
1st day of January, 1849, of £615 11s. 54d. To the sum paid Teachers
out of the School Fund, may be added the sum of £2,555 12s. 53d. raised.

" by Rate Bill, subscription, &ec., which makes the total sum paid Teachers’

duting the past year £5,908 19s. 1d., exclusive of the Town of Niagara
and St. Catharines,

Private Schools— Ningara Grammar School.—Dr. Whitelaw, Princé-
pal{ Mr. Malcoimson, Assistant. This School is kept in the Town of
Niagara, and is an efficient Institation. Number of pupils on the Register,
47. Number of free pupils, 4—one from the Township of Willoughby, and
three from the Town of Niagara. Branches taught: the ordinary English
branches, Mathematics, and the Latin and Greek Languages.

Niagara Classical and Mathematical School.—The Rev. Dr. Lundy,
Principal ; Mr. LaTouche, Assistant. This School is also kept in the
Town of Niagara, and is well conducted, Average attendante, 16.
Branches taught : English, French, Latin and Greek Languages, Writing,
Arithmetic, Geography, History, the elements of plain Geometry and
Algebra. Mr. Latouche, I understand, as successor to Dr. Lundy, has
assumed the duties of Principal of this Institution. )

An elementary School was taught in Niagara by Miss Clement, Attend
ance 30, all juveniles. Miss Clement has removed to Thorold. and has
been succeeded in the School by Miss Bell, of Lewiston Academy.

St. Catharines Grammar School.—W. F. Hubbard, A. M., Principal
Rev. Mr, Hewson, Assistant. This School is kept in the Town of St.
Catharines, in the building formerly known as the * Grantham Academy,”’
and is a highly flourishing and useful Institution. Number of pupils, about
64—Greek and Latin Scholars 25, English 40,

The following Schools were kept open under female Teachers, in the
Town of St. Catharines, during the past year :— .

No. 1. Miss Thorpe Teacher. Average attendance, 25. Branches
taught: Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, the English and
French Languages, Music and Drawing.

No. 2. Miss Eddy, Teacher. Average attgndance, 30. Branches taught:
Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography and English Grammar,

No. 3. Miss Shephard, Teacher. Average attendanece, 20. Branches
tanght : English Branches.

No. 4. Mrs. Pafford, Teacher. Average attendance, 24. Branches
taught: the ordinary English Branches, Music, Drawing, Painting,
History, Astronomy, Natural Philosophy and the English and Fiench
Languages.

Mus. Pafford is capable of teaching the Greek langnage, and enjoys a
high reputation as a teacher. )

A Mathematical and Classical School was kept at Beamsville, Mr.
Campbell, A. M., Principal. Number of pupils on the Register, 30.
Branches taught: Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, Natural
Philosophy, Mathematics, and the English, Latin and Greek Languages.
This School is kept in n new building, erected by Jacob Beam, Esquire,
ata cost of £250. The buildingbasa handsome exterior, is very pleasantly
situated, and reflects great credit upon the builder, Mr. Beam, who has
liberally offered to present it to the public, provided it can be established as
a Grammar School.

The select School in the Township of Dunn, ander the charge of Mr.
Jukes, was continued during tae past year. Number of Day Scholars, 3.
Branches taught : Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, History,
Mensuration, Algebra, the English, French and Latin Languages, and
the elements of the Greek languages. Mr. Jukes is highly spoken of as a
Teacher.

A private School was kept in the Village of Thorold, by Mrs. Peter
Keefer. Number of pupils, about 12. Branches taught: the ordinary
English branches, and Music and Drawing.



Ma!’, 1849,

FOR UPPER CANADA.

79

PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN STAMFORD.

No. 1. Mr. Davis, Teacher. Branches taught—the English, French,
Latin, and Greek languages, and Mensuration. School kept in Drum-
mondyville, :

No. 2. Mrs. Suorter, Teacher, Average attendance, 12. Branches
taught,—Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, English Grammar,
History, Astronomy, Painting, Drawing, Music, Dancing, and the French
language.

No. 3. Mr. Harr, Teacher. Attendance,9. Branches taught—Reading,
Weriting, Arithmetic, Geography, Mathematics, the English, French,
Greek and Latin languages. These Schools were kept at Chippawa.

No. 4. Mrs. Latsuaw, Teacher. Average attendance, 15. Branches
taught—the ordinary English branches, Natural Philosophy, History, Music,
and Drawing.

No. 5. Miss Tosias, Teacher. Number of pupils on, the Register, 27.
Branches taught—the usual English branches. These Schools are kept in
Drummondville.

A Private School was kept in the Village of Chippawa, on the Wil-
loughby side of the Welland River. Mr. W. Ricrarps, Teacher. Number
in attendance, 8. Branches taught—Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geo-
graphy, the English and French languages. .

The Private School in School Section No. 4, Humberstone, kept open
by the German and Prussian settlers in the neighbourhood, was continued
during the past year. Number in attendance, about 36.

GENERAL RESULTS AXD REMARKS.

I have found during my visits among the Schools of the District the past
year, a very great improvement in many localities, in the increase and
regularity of attendance, the higher order of qualifications among the
Teachers, the better supply of books and other facilities for communicating
instruction with advantage, and in the general interest and feeling mani-
fested in favour of the Common Schools by the people themselves.

The foregoing statistics compiled from the official returns of School
Trustees fully justify the conclusions thus arrived at from personal obser-
vations. It will be seen by reference to them that the increase in the num-
ber of months the Schools were kept open during the past year, has been
nine per cent over the preceding year, and 19 per cent over the year 1846 ;
that the attendance in 1848 exceeded that of 1847 upwards of 15 per cent,
and that of 1846 upwards of 33 per cent, while at the same time the incCrease
in the averages and in the number of pupilsin the higher classes and higher
branches, and the increase in the apparatus and 8chool requisites have
been in a greater ratio than in the attendance and time taught.

Although the standard of qualification among Teachers has been speaking
in general terms, materially elevated the past year, still our Distriet labours
under embarrassments from a want of a suitable number of properly quali-
fied Teachers. A decidedly more healthy state of public feeling with
regard to that important class, their attainments, standing, general bearing,
and usetulness in community, not only as Teachers but as men, is begin-~
ning to exist, and the demand for first class School Masters is altogether
beyond the means of supplying it. Considerable relief in this respect I
conceive, might be afforded without prejudicing the interests of any one,
by repealing the restrictive clause of the School Act, with regard to licen-
sing Alien Teachers, but I should look toa different source for a permanent
cure for the evil. Tam of opinion that the true remedy will be to make
teaching a distinct profession, to allow it to rank with the learned profes-
sions, and to raise up its members from among the respectable, the talented,
and industrious youth of our own land. The limits of this Report preclude
me from giving anything bat conclusions, therefore I shall only add, that to
induee such to enter the protession with a view to make teaching a busi-
ness for life, more adequate remuneration than has heretofore been given
to a majority of Teachers snould be provided, their situations should become
mMore permanent, and they should hold a place in public estimation equal
with that of the Clergyman, the Physician, and the Lawyer.

A small number of Students from the Provincial Normal Sehool has been
employed during the latter part of the past year, and the great improvement
in the method of teaching, and in the general management and government
of their Schools which they exhibited, has been such, as in most cases, to
entirely change and correct the tone of public feeling in their respective
neighbourhoods with regard to the modern system of conducting Schools,
and also with reference to the usefulness of the class books recommended.
All who have an opportunity to observe those persons in the discharge of
their duties, must be convinced of the superiority of trained, over untrained
Teachers, and that the Normal School, if properly sustained, is destined
to render an incalculable service to our country.

In many parts of the District where good Schools have been kept open
for a number of years, a laudible desire for reading, and for information
Prevails among the youth of both sexes. In such neighbourhoods, the
establishment of School Section Libraries would prove highly advantage-
Ous, by placing within the reach of the young, the active, and enquiring

mind, well written, rational and instructive books, in the room of those
cheap, trashy works of fiction which constitute at present, almost the only

reading matler available. -

The formation of Teachers’ Institutes, have been found in other countries
to operate beneficially, by arousing a spirit of worthy emulation among-
Teachers, by placing means within their reach, for extending their know-
ledge of the various subjects to be tanght, and of the best method of com-
municating instruction, and by bringing Teachers out before the comma-
nity as & distinet profession. I venture to hope that both these subjects
may engage the attention of the Legislature during its present Session.

Having thus presented a statistical account of the condition of our Schools,
and of the progress made in them, and, as far as the limits of this report
will permit, having alluded to those modifications of our School laws and
School system, which appear to me worthy of the consideration of the
Councy, I beg in conclusion to remark, that though the Schools, the sys-
tem and the School laws, are doubtless susceptible of considerable improve-
ment, still it must be gratifying to that body to find that the former are
steadily and rapidly increasing in efficiency, and that the latter are now
tolerably well understood and very generally admitted to be practical. It
cannot be less gratifying to the Council to find that the liberality with
which it has provided for the support of Education in the District, has
been met by a more than corresponding liberality on the part of the inhabi-
tants, in raising means by Rate Bill and other voluntarv contributions for
the same noble purpose; that our Common Schools, institutions so excel-
lent in themselves, so essential to the preservation of the righte and liberties
of a free people, so essential to the fitting of such a people for the rationel
enjoyment of their liberties, and for the full development of the resources
of a new and productive country,—institutions so peculieYly adapted to
lead to the moral, social, and intellectual elevation of the whole community,
and so intimately connected with the best and dearest interests of our young
and thriving Province, and upon the success of which the happiness and
prosperity of our people so much depend are becoming so highly valued
and so justly appreciated by those for whose benefit they were established:
and on whom the pecuniary burden of sustaining them must principally

fall. .
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,
D. D’Everarpo,
Supt. C. S. N. District.
Davip Tuorsurw, Esq., Warden, &c., &c., Niagara.
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HON. HORACE MANN.

Gov. Brieas, in his late Message to the Legislature of Massa-
€husetts, pays the following richly merited tribute to the distin-
guished individual above named :—

¢ The Hon. Horace Manw, who has been the Secretary of the
Board of Education from the time of its organization, has made his
Twelfth Annual Report; and this report terminates his official
connexion with the Board. By the voice of his fellow-citizens, he
has been called to another and a different field of action. These
twelve extraordinary reports of the late Secretary of the Board
have not only exerted a great influence in his own Commonwealth,
and in the other States of this Union, but they have attracted the
attention, been eagerly sought and read by, and excited the admira-
tion and respect of the friends of education, of letters, and of learn-
ing, throughout all the governments of enlightened Europe. The
estimation in which the Board of Education hold Horace Manw
and his services, will appear by the resolutions unanimously passed
at their last annual meeting, placed upon their record, and which
are made a part of their report to the Legislature. They say ¢that,
in reviewing the official course of the Secretary of the Board, we
are led to contemplete extraordinary proofs of the devotion of talents
of the highest order, under the influence of the purest motives, to
a work of usefulness, which, in respect alike to the magnitude of
its results, and the nature and extent of the labour involved in ity
must be deemed as unsurpassed in the annals of the Commonwealth ;'
and ‘that, yielding to the necessity of dissolving the connexion,
which has so long subsisted between the Board and its late Secre-
tary, we desire to place on record, and to tender to Mr. Maxn, the
most unqualified assarance of our official approbation of his services,
and of our warmest personal regard, and best wishes for his future
usefulness, honour, and happiness.” After five years of personal
and official intercourse with Mr. Manx, it gives me pleasure to say,
that these resolutions meet my entire and sincere approbation. He
hae made himsclf a benefacter of his race.”
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Mr. D’EvERarpo’s STATISTICAL REPORT OF EDUCATION IN THE
Nracara DistricT, for 1848, laid before the Municipal Council at
its late meeting, will be found on pages 78 and 79 of this number.
It is a model document of the kind. It isan abstract of Trustees’
reports and of the observations and inquiries of the District Super-
intendent for the year 1848, and is such a paper as every District
Superintendent ought to lay annually before the Municipal Council
of his District.
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Tae Enerisn JournaL oF EpucaTion.
London : George Bell. pp. 44, Monthly, 6s. 6d. per annum. Edited
by a Clergyman.

We have received several very interesting numbers of this excel-
lent periodical. It is devoted, as its name implies, to the promotion
of Education in England—Elementary, Collegiate, and Professional.
A series of papers in the late numbers, entitled Paris and its
Schools under the Republic, contain new and very valuable informa-
tion, and evince much ability and discrimination on the part of the
author. The Review department is also conducted with much im-
partiality, and forms an attractive professional feature in the Jour-
We cordially wish our transatlantic cotemporary every
success.
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the Rev. Messrs. D. R. M’Axarry and Tromas M’InTirE:
* We have received the April No. of this very neat periodical, and
are happy to perceive by its pages that the important interests of
Elementary Education in Tennessee receive much consideration
and cordial support from the prominent men of that State.. The
selections are very excellent and appropriate, and the appearance
of the publication exhibits much taste on the part of the proprietors.
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This able Scientific and Literary periodical we have had much
pleasure in referring to before. It is highly creditable to our
Provincial Press and to the Faculty whose professional interests it
is designed chiefly to promote. Its contents are, however, varied
to suit non-professional readers ; and its Review department is
usually of a most interesting and valuable character —the subjects
being highly important ones, connected with the social and mate-
rial prosperity of our young and rapidly rising country. A
Monthly Meteorological Register for Montreal and Toronto accom-
panies each No.,—the latter preparcd with great care, from obser-
vations made at Her Masesty’s Magnetical Observatory, in this
City, by Captain J. H. Lerroy, R. A,, F. R. 8,
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