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Canadian and Norwegian representatives net in
Ottawa April 26-27 to discuss Norwegian traditional
fishing practices and sealing operations in Canada's
territorial sea and exclusive fishing zones . The
Norwegian delegation was let by ilr . Jens Evensen,
Director General II►inistry of Foreign Affairs, and
included representatives from the Iiinistry of Fisheries
and the Norwegian sealing and fishing industry . The
Canadian delegation was headed by I•1r . J .A . Beesley,
Legal Adviser, Director General Bureau of Legal and
Consular Affairs, Department of External Affairs, and
included representatives of the Department of Fisheries
and Forestry and the Canadian sealing and fishing
industry . The names of the delegates are listed
in the attached annex .

In June 1970, the Canadian Government amended
the Canadian Territorial Sea and Fishing Zones Act to
extent the breadth of Canada's territorial sea from 3
to 12 miles and to enable the establishment of exclusive
Canadian fishing zones in the Gulf of St . Lawrence
and-the Bay of Fundy off Canada's east coast and Dixon
Entrance and Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte Sound
off Canada's west coast . These special bodies of water
were enclosed by fisheries closing lines which came into -
force on Tlarch 10, 1971 .

Norway is one of seven countries whose fishermen
have traditionally frequented the fishing grounds off
Newfoundland and the Gulf of St . Lawrence . Norti•regïan
sealing vessels have also participated for many years
in the annual seal hunt in the Gulf of St . Lawrence
and alons the southeast coast of Labrador and northeast
coast of Newfoundland generally known as the "Front"
area . Throughout this long association there has been
continued and growing cooperation between Canada and
Norway in the adoption of measures for the conservation
of seal stocks and huziane methods for the hunt .

During the discussions the economic importanc e
of these fishing and sealinF; activities to the livelihood
of the people engaged in thei~ was stressed by both sides .
In some areas, in both countries, the sealing and fishing
industry is the main source of income . The Non,regian side
was particularly concerned about the longer tern i
prospects for the sealin~; industry and recognized, along
with the Canadian side, the need for effective conservation
methods to achieve a sustained yield .

Both sides put fonrard constructive proposals
as the possible basis for agreement between the two
countries on the future conduct of fishing and sealing
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activities . These proposals, if'approved, would permit
the adoption of realistic conservation methods for
sealing and would involve the - phasing out of r :on,regian
fishin~ operations and acceptance of Canadian
jurisdiction in the newly created 12 mile territorial
sea and fishing zones off Canada's east and west
coasts .

It was decided that the proposed agreements should
be submitted to Governments and that there should-b e
a further meeting between the two sides in Ottawa in
mid-June of this year .
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ArIIdEx

IJorwegian Delegation: Mr. Jens Evensen, Director General,
I-iinistry of Foreign Affairs ;
Chairman.

Mr. Johan Bertnes, Director General,
►-Iinistry of Fishery .

I•;r . Hallstein Rasmussen, Director,
Directorate of Fishery .

Dr. Philos Birger Rasmussen,
Head of Division,
Directorate of Fishery .

I-?r . Kjell Eliassen,
Head of Division ,
Iiinistry of Foreign Affairs .

Mr . J .E . Nyheim, First Secretary,
I1on,re~ian Embassy, Ottavra .

I•ir . Guttorm Jacobsen, Capt6in,
Ilorrre ;ian Fisherment s Or.-anization .

I :r . Peter Karlsen, Shipowner,
:1or:-re~ian Fisher-ment s Organization .

I-Ir . Per Vartdal, Shipormer,
Norrregian Fisherl:ient s Organization .

I•Ir . Per Kibsgaard-Petersen,
Secretar•,r General ,
The Fishin; Boat Otmerst Association,
Alesund .

Nr . Christian Rieber, Director,
?3ernen .

Canadian Delegation: Mr. J .A . Beesley, Legal Adviser,
Director General, Bureau of Legal
and Consular llffairs ,
Department of External Affairs .

Dr . A .`I .,I . 'Needler ,
Deputy 1-;inister ( retired) ,
Departrient of Fisheries and Forestry .

I-ir. C .R . Levelton, Director ,
Re~;ional Operations, Fisheries Service,
Deoartrient of Fisheries and Forestry .
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Canadian Delegation cont . . .

Dr . U .N . Sprules, Director,
International Fisheries Branch,
Fisheries Service ,
Department of Fisheries and Forestry .

i~r . T . C . Bacon, Head ,
Environmental Law Section,
Department of External Affairs .

IIr . J .W . Carroll, Acting Asst .Director,
Conservation and Protection Branch, .
Fisheries Service ,
Department of Fisheries and Forestry .

;~ir . E. B . Young ,
Associate Director,
International Fisheries Service,
Department of Fisheries and Forestry .

Dr . G . F .I-i. Smith ,
International Fisheries,
Fisheries Research Board,
Department of Fisheries and Forestry .

,=r . G . C . OtBrien ,
Fisheries' Council of Canada .

I11r . E . Jonas ,
Christian Canadian Enterprises,
New York .

i•Ir . H . Hendrickson ,
ICarl P:arlson Company Ltd .,
Halifax .

11r . H . I-iaro ,
Karl Karlson Company Ltd .,
Halifax .


