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REPORT FROM THE CAL GARY ROUND TABLE:
HELPING TO DE VEL OP A CANADLIN POLICY DISCUSSION

ON THE AMEJJCAS

March 17, 1999

On March i 7th the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development, as a part of its
mandate to engage Canadians in shapingforeign policy» organised a round table in Calgary
to, help deveiop a Canadian discussion on the Americas. Hosted by the Calgary Centre for
Performing Arts, the round table was attended by a wide range of NGOs, academics, experts
on the region, business people, as well as government officiais. It was the first in a series of
pianned meetings over the next t-wo years, beginning a Canadian conversation on issues that
may deservedfurther public discussion and policy deveiopment attention. nhe meeting was
broadcast live on the Internet and can be viewed in fuil at this address: h«tp://www.panam-
bydesign. ner/ccfpd/in vitation. htm. nhefoliowing is an integrated summary offive Panel
presentations that iaunched and informed the afternoon discussions, reports from three
brainstorming sessions thatfoiowed, and notes from conciuding remarks.
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world 3) promoting Canadian values a.nd culture. Mr. Haynal pointed out that real
engagement in the Americas is flot only recent but also, very ricli. Mbs signifies a shift iii
focus to Latin Arnerica -- a region which flot only offers new opportunities but also poses
important challenges. Canada's new engagement also refiects the changing environinent in
Latin America characterised by (mostly) democratic regimes, abandonment of import
substitution policies, and recent emergence of active civil society. The region lias corne a long
way in the past decade. Therefore, new opportunities and objectives should be set and steps
taken towards consolidation of initiatives.

Hemispheric agenda:
* Pan American Gaines (July/August 1999, Winnipeg)
* Heads of State/Governnent Spouses (September, 1999)
* Amtericas Business Forum (November 1999, Toronto)



bc integrated within the UN. Ini Latin America, the need for coherent policy is
apparent.

* Huinan security also means including civil society i traditional state interests. I the
next two years the Organisation of American States could lead the process of civil
society engagement in Latin Axnerica.

* Human security as a concept requires the involvement of the international
community when necessary. Ini case when nation states assault human rights there
should be roomn for the international conununity to protect individuals -- perhaps
through the International Criniinal Court. The case of General Pinochet is instructive
here, ways have to be found to address injustices and protect individual potential
victirns.
Given these conceptual considerations, human security could be defined as the

recognition of a general sense of insecurity ini the world, of new threats to individuals
and most importantly a paradigm shift that aims to recognise the need to move beyond
national security to include the security o! aHl persons through the engagement-of states,
civil society, and when necessary through the action of the international community.

Mark Dickerson of the University of Calgary, addressed the problcmn of globalisation-
related insecurity and the challenges facing Canadian foreign policy in thc Americas. He
pointed out that despite criticisrns of Western dernocratisation efforts abroad as neo-colonial,
values such as freedom, accountability, desire for the rule of law are more.universal than an
observer located in the West may think. Therefore, thc relationsbip between a prosperous

has on



Integrated Summary of Reports from Brainstorming Sessions

Cont ext of Canadian Foreign Policy ini the Amerîcas

At the three brainstorming workIng groups the following general poir
* Hunian Security as an umbrella approach to foreign policy ini the

for the inclusion of issues such as poverty and individual's saféty. Mi
drugs and small arm ,s are too limited on their own.

* The trade agenda alone (perceived as the primary driving mechanisn
involvement in the region) has been too narrow. Therefore, it sh<,uld
issues falling under the human security uznbrella (iLe., the social impa,
globalisation).

* The rnuèŽ %nd ni2ce of the United States was discuq.qedi C2na(q'ni



Protecting and strengthening civil society was deemed a key to affecting desirable
change. Canada should support the initiatives and harness the creativity of the front
line NGO activists ini civil society who are producing concrete solutions at the local
level (grassroots co-operatives, micro-enterprises, small-scale credit schemes, seed
conservation programmes, environmnental rehabilitation projects, etc.).
Promoting sustainable development was identified as imperative to human security.
Supporting civil society initiatives (as opposed to mega projects) ofteni produce a more
cost-effective resuit for sustainable development. Canada should promote and
accelerate the implementation of commitments for sustainable development made at the
1992 Rio Earth Summit.
Canada's bilateral programmes and trade policy should promote self-sufflciency and
flot dependency in developing countries.
Improvement ini the quality and quantity of aid is needed. There is a need for quality
assessmnent/iznpact assessment of aid.

a Access to education, including informaI education, was considered crucial to human
security. Therefore, Canada should support education that is responsive to the needs of
the marginalised groups of people and put emphasis on providing students skcills to
meet basic human needs. Education should be within the local cultural and
socioeconomic framework. It should be aimed at generating income for marginalised
populations so that the income distribution gap is diminished. Education for women
can help them assume a greater leadership role. Initiatives to enhance greater mobility



of a Tobin tax to counterbalance the negative effect that currency speculation has on

the poor ini Latin America.

Conclusion

At the close of the day, Stephen Randali, University of Calgary, offéred a few

concluding remarks about the importance of links between goverrnent and civil society i

shaping Canadian foreign policy towards the Americas and extolled the shift from
±.t.~ ,,.i. .. ~ ,mne"rin1v Ve qtressed the roie of civil societv in



NEW MEDIA FARTNERSBIPS IN DEVELOPMENT AND)
POLICY MAKING

by Liss Jeffrey

The CCFD lias been working with outside partuers to demonstrate the practical
possibilities of using new media to convene brainstorming and policy sessions. Ini Mardi, the
byDesign E Lab at the McLuhan Programn in Culture and Tecbnology, University of Toronto,
creatcd a special wcb site as a launching pad for policy discussions on th.e Americas, and for
dissemination of th.e contributions and conclusions of the Calgary Round Table on Civil
Society and Human Security. During the event, the web site provided a visual backdrop for
flic discussions, and an information resource for those unable to be present at thic meeting .
With flic cooperation of the Calgary Centre for flic Performing Arts, and staff of flic CCFPD,,
flic byDesign E Lab succcssfully webcast thc event live. The archive can now be found at
htt-p://,w-,v.panarn-bydesign.net/ccfod/video.htrn .

One month carlier, tic CCFPD, thc McLuhan Program and E La], joined forces to,
present a one day workshop and visionary speaker series'cvent on New Media and Human
Riglits. This session is archived at http://www.panam-bvdesi.gn.netliumarliaghts/index.html.

These sections have reccived thousands of hits ftom visitors worldwide, and a
complete review of these projects is in preparation for thc byDesign Digital Democracy
Report. Preliniinary results will be prcsented by Dr Liss Jeffi.ey at flic Harvard Infrastructure
projcct Marshall McLuhan Lecture series in May, in Helsinki at thc Council of Europe
conférence on public acccss and freedom of expression, in-Sherbrooke at flic Lcarned
Socicties meeting, and in Qucbec City at flic Canadian Internet Society meeting, ail in June.
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two interns at the McLuhan Prograrn, one of whom (fluent in Spanish and thie new digital

language) has already been approached about the prospects off work ini Latin America to,

cernent relations i the PanAmn project. The byDesign E Lab and thc McLuhan Program look

forward to conversations with CCFPD on plans to extend thc PanAm byDesign project within

Canada (as part off thc initiatives to build citizen forums on policies for thc Americas), and

also as part of hclping civil society discussion tbroughout Uic Americas. It is a]ready apparent
4- ,1,i . ipnr.pq in PanAm that some travel will be reciuired. as trust is flot
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THE CALGARY ROUNDTABLE: LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Human Security and Civil Society:
Helping to Develop a Canadian Policy Discussion

on the Americas

Calgary Centre for Performing Arts

SPEAKERS:

Colin Jackson
Executive Director, Calgary Centre for Performing Aits

Steven Lee
National Director,The Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy
Development

George Haynal
Assistant Deputy Minister, Americas, DFAIT

Barbara Arneil
Department of Political Science, University of British Columbia

Mark Dickerson
Department of Political Science, University of Calgary

Maureen Wilson



Nola Kate Seymoar
Executive DirectQr, intern~ational Centre for Sustairiable Cities



Colin Jackson
(see "speakers")

Jean Slick
The Canadian Red Cross Society, North Alberta (Edmonton office)

Lorne Jacques
Director, International Centre, University of Calgary

Paul Carrick
President of Alberta Council for Global Cooperation
Executive Director of Cause Canada
Board member of CCIC

Don Lovet
Western Affairs Committee

Fraser Abbot
Caldwell Partners

Robert Clark
Consultation Associates

Robert Schmidt
Development and Peace, Edmonton



Nola Kate Seymoar
(see "1speakers">)

Douglas Raynor
Interfaith Council on Human Rights

Jeff Gilmo~uZ'
Arctic Znstitute, Calgary

Tara Naga1g
International Departmelt, YMCA, Calgary

David 8wann
Arthur W. Clark
Physiciax's for Global Survival

Norman Conrad
(various NGOs)

Bill Toner
P~1rr~rTabitat for Human Society

Cent ral



Ryan Doig
Clinton Levitt
Chris Schnider
Patricia Fuentes
Joy Zukerman
Tanja Ulbrich
Marcel Andersoon
John Thrale
Katherine Payne
Lorna Job

IV. UNIVERSITIES:

Donald Barry
Political Science Department, University of Calgary

Ron Keith
Political Science Department, University of Calgary

Robert Hubert
Political Science Department, Universi.ty of Calgary

Denise Fay Brown
Director, Latin American Studies, University of Calgary



Barbara Arneil
(see "speakers")

Philip Cook
University of Victoria (Indigenous Children in the Hemisphere)

Kathleen MacDonald
Criminal Justice and Law in the Hemisphere

Elizabeth Bmythe
Coucordia University College of Alberta

Dittmar Mundel
Augustana University College

Rachel McCormick
Faculty of Environmental Design, University of Calgary



VII. JOURNALISTS:

David Evans
Edmonton Journal, Edmonton

Robert Bragg
Calgary Herald

REGRETS:

Marry Ellen Kenny
Special Assistant, Foreign Affairs Minister, Lloyd Axworthy

Blaine Favel
Counsellor for International Indigenous Issues

CIDA

Wes Eliott
Public Relations Officer, Drug Section, RCMP
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Doreen Spence
Executive Director, Canadian Indigeflous Womefl's Research
Ilst itute

Muriel Stanley
President, Aboriginal Humran Rigb.ts Committee

Terry Pool
Nova Corporation

Tyra Henchen
Director, Corporate Communications
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Mardi 8, 1999

De.ar Friends,

Foreign Affairs Minister, Lloyd Axworthy, and the 'government of Canada are
committed to engaging Canadians ini the development of foreign policy. Our mandate at the
Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development is to ielp identify policy development needs
and opportunities and to engage Canadians in meeting tiose needs. For tie next two years
Canada wil host a number of Hemisphere meetings, including the next Surmit of the
Americas.

With tiese things in mi, it is a pleasure to invite you to an opening conversation
about Hemnispiere issues and Canadian foreign policy. Our conversatio.n will be *an
opportunity to begin generating a broad discussion for and by Canadians over the next two
years. This wiil be an opportunity to signal interests and issues tiat you tiink deserve furtier
public discussion and policy development attention.

.As you may know, human security is an important new framework for Canadian
foreign policy. Therefore, it is of particular interest to look at the Hemnispiere from human
security point of view, including issues like illegal drugs, health, disaster response, the rigits
and -welfare of ciidren, women, indigenous peoples, good governance, culture, education, and
others.y

Our Calgary meeting, wiici takes place at tic Calgary Centre for Perforxning Arts, 205
- 8ti Avenue, S.E. Calgary, on Wednesday, Marci 17, 1999, will also be an opportunity to
make connections and learn about some perspectives and developments i Hemrispieric affairs.
We have invited one government and five non-government people to make short presentations
(two panels) to help set tie scene and inform our conversation. Foilowing, tiose presentations
we will ail have an opportunity to think togetier i tirceeworking groups. Our goal is to ielp
shape a Canadian discussion and reflect upon wiere Canadians can best contribute to
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AGENDA FOR THE CALGARY ROUNDTABLE

HUffAN SECURITY AND CIVIL SOCIETY:
HELPING TO SHAPE A CANADIAN DISCUSSION/POLICY DEVELOPmENT

ON THE AMERICAS

March 17, 1999
(12:00-6:30PM)

CALGARY CENTRE FOR PERFORMING ARTS
205 -- 8TH AVENUE S.E., CALGARY, ALBERTA

Engineered Air Theatre

Fax. (403) 294 - 7457
Tel. (403) 294 7455

Cof fee and Sandwiches available

ctor, Calgary Centre

National Director, Canadian Centre for

12 : 0 0
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13:00-13 :20

13:20-13 :40

Panel II:

13:40-14:00

14:00-14:20

Mark Dickerson, Department of Political
Science, University of Calgary
Canadian Foreign Policy in the Western Hemisphere

Questions and Answers

Wilson, FOCAL

.n the Western Hemisphere

.ate Director, McLuhan Program
by Design)



16:30-17:00

17:00-18:30

Reports from Groups
The Engineered Air Theatre

Stephen Randall, Dean of Social Sciences,
University of Calgary
Concluding Remarks

Steve Lee, Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy
Development
Next Steps

Stand Up Reception

The Engineered Air Theatre
Hors D'oeuvres, soft drinks, cash bar available
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