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Sermon,

By the lute Rev. Jokn Livingston, Minister of
Dundee, C. W.

“ For we know thatif our earthly house of this
tahernacle were dissolved. we have a building of
God, an house not made with hands, eternal inthe
heavens.”—2 Cor, v. 1.

Hope, in Scripture language, is.calied the
“anchor of the soul,” and fitly so. As the
anchor holds the vessel firm to her moorings
amiast thq furious blasta that blow over her,
and the billows that rise in mountain surges
around her, so does hope keep the soul firm
and heroic amid all the troubles and disap-
pointments of life. Hope makes cheerful,
and incites to action. The private solder:
volunteers his service in defence of his coun-
try, but his heart is full of hope, and hence
his mind is not entirely confined within that
comparatively narrow eircle that cireum-
scribes his monotonous duties: it aspires, it

surveys a wider range. Hope is higi\ in his:

hosom, and hence it infuses a peculiar viva-
city into all the facultizs of his soul. Ilis
imagination feasts on the sunny future,—on
a day when he shall be promoted to & higher
position in his country’ army, and animated
by this hope, he steadily and cheerfully dis-
charges all the various duties that pertain to
his humble sphere, and endures patiently all
the drudgeries and privations attending the
longest and severest winter campaigns. The
student hopes that he may hecome eminent
in the literary field, that his name may sound
high in the annals of fame, and hence he
reckons no exertion too painful, and no seli-

eager wish, The pale light of the midnight
lamp is seen in his chamber when all around
him is buried in unconscious slumber ;—he
works, and perseveres in work—patiently,.
because hiope glows in him brightly. 8o the
Christian has his hope,and hopes not in vain 3
his “hope maketh, not ashamed.™ In this.
world the Christian has. frequently bis trials
severe to flesh and blood.. He has often his
long nights of afftictions. Ilis impatient
wail at times is, when he sees. morning s
« Would to God it were evening ;. and when
it is evening, would to God it were morning”™"
But under the severest trials of life he is tot
greatly moved, because he is not without
hope.  Weeping may continue for a night,
but he knows that joy will come in the morn-
ings that all the seemingly diseordant and:
jarring ways of Providence will in his case.
soon become harmonized,—that the sharp
tlasts of-earthly trials and afflictions will soon.
settle Jown into a glorious and everlasting
calm,—that his light afflictions, which are but
for a moment, will soon work out for him an.
exceeding, even an eternak weight of glory.
His voyage over the sea of time muay seem
rough and stormy at times, but he knows.
that his Heavenly Father is at the heln, and
hence, in spite of all the stetms thut he ma

have to enccunter, that he will at length
reach the desired haven in satety. Imminent
dangers may surround him, his life may ac
times be in the greatest peril, death may
grimiv stare him in the face, but the sincere
Ckristian is not greatly moved, for his tri-
umphant exclamation is: % For we know that.
if the earthly house of this tbernacle were.

denial too great, so that he may realize his gdissolved, we have a building of God, au
1
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house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.”

The words of the text contain three princi-
pal idens, on which. by the help of the 1oly
Spirit, I intend this day to enlarge.

1. 'The frailty of the bodyt it is compared
to a house or tabernacle,

11. The glorious ol jeet of the Christian,
and that is heaven, here compared to & house
not made with hands. #And ’

1L I shall notice the firm persuasion
which the Apostle has of being admitted into
heaven, or into this *“house not made with
hands.”

1. Let us observe the frailty of our frames,.

sot forth to us in the figure of a house or ta-
hernacle. The body is here compared to a
house; first, because of its proportion of
parts, its symmetry, and the wise adaptation
of means to ends which it displays.

In 2l the departments of the Divine work-
manship, I think there is nothing that dis-
plays greater wisdom and adaptation of means
1o ends, than the structure of the human
body. Examiue, and analyze the structare
of the eye itself, with its lenses and humors
so fitly adjusted, so mechanically constructed,
and you cannot fail to admire the wisdom and
design which it manifests. I wili praise
thee; for 1 am fearfully and wonderfully
made: marvellous are thy works: that my
soul knoweth right well.”

But a heuse is erected not merely that it
may display taste and architectural skill, but
that it may protect and shelter what it con-
tains. So the intention of setting forth the
Luman body under the figure of a house was
not so much to denote the wise contrivance
avhich all its parts manifest, but to show its
relation to the immortal principle within, the
buman soul. The body is the house, so to
speak, or the tenement in which the soul for
a time dwells. How many seem to lose sight
of this! How many seem to act as if their
sole profession and creed was materialism
and not Christianity; as if they considered
the body the whole man, the sum and sub-
stance of the whole being? Is not the feed-
ing and dressing of the body the almost ex-
clusive aim of many, vea, even of many pro-
fessing Christians? s this not very evident
from the widely diffused worldly mindedness
which is so characteristic of our times! In
looking over the face of society, do we not
see men so extensively, so shrewdly, and so
liligently engaged in their several avocations,
hat they devote but very little consideration,
snd alas! in the case of many, no considera-
don at all to the welfare of their immortal
souls. They bave no faith in, and hence no
roneern about, eternal things. ¢ Faith is the
ubstance of things hoped for, tue evidence
of things not seen;” but having no belief in
“ things not seen,” and hence no joyous evi-
dence, they confine theiv attention to the
things that are seen, but seem daily to change
snd to perish,
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ITow many of the accidents of life are ens
i tirely beyond the power of man to anticipate.
! Is there not some one in my hearing who has
“ perhaps, on more than one oceasion met with
'an accident of which he had never dveamed,
fand which had almost terminated his life?
If there is such an one, to him I weuld say:
Never in your life forget your providential
deliverance. ‘Uhat accident has not come in
the way as the result of mere chance. It
had a canse, for nothing happens without a
cause. It was over-ruled by an invisible
hand, which directeth all events, Neither
doth it come in thy way without a reason,—
without having a solemn and impressive les-
son to teach thee. 'The Apostle says in his
Lpistie to the Hebrews: ¢ See that ye refuse
not Him that speaketh.” Now God spenks
in various ways, and through different chan-
nels; but He speaks in no way more direct
and more impressive than by accidents.
There are some who are practically indiffer-
ent about hearing sermons, and lience they
are seldom seen within the walls of the sanc-
tuary; but some of these at times are com-
pelled to listen to sermous whether they are
willing or not.  If they do not hear them
with willing hearts and listening ears from
the pulpit, they often hear them w the
field, in the high way, against their wills,
Oh! my friends, every accident which befalls
you is a sermon to you, and ought ever to be
remembered. Every unlooked for and har-
rassing occutrence in yonr history is virtunlly
a short but impressive sermon on the first
clause of the text from which I speak to-day.
Every accident that befalls us, and oh! do
not forget this my hearers, is a sermon on
the frailty of human life; it is a hint, an im-
pressive premonition of the approach of the
king of terrors; it is an earnest of that sol-
emn hour when ¢ the house of this tabernacle
must he dissolved.”

If God is at any time speaking to us thro’
the voice of accidents, let us not turn a deaf
ear, or He may continue_speaking in louder
and vet louder strains.  The thunders on Si-
nai waxed louder and louder, and the hght-
ning flashed in increasing sheets, and the
darkness became more appalling, and the
wount shook with more convulsive throes,
to the terror of the affrighted, conscience-
stricken Israelites. So does God often speak
in his providential dealings with men. If
they turn a deaf ear to one severe accident
with which He may seem to chastise them,
He frequentlv sends unother and a still more:
appalling affliction. There is geunerally a
manifest gradation observable in God’s teach-,
ing of menj yes, and if vou observe it, a
gradation of severity in His dealings .with
guilty men, Tirst the conscience spedks,
and often very pungently, or to speak more
properly, God speaks through the conscience.
If the conscience is stifled ; if its silent voice
is disregarded, the sinner is often brought to
his senses for 2 yime through the instyumen-




IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

fality of the gospel; if he disregards alike
the ‘threatenings of the law, and the sweet
voico of the gospel, God has recourse often
to severcr measures; throws afllictions in his
path—brings him to an apprehension of hia
condation by the afffiction of some severe ca-
tastrophe.

I again ask then, has God been speaking
to any of you by accidents? Xas any in this
assembly met with one severe azcident in his |
life, and yet has he soon fargotten it as an
idle tale? Ilas hie not taken any warning
from it? Ishe yet as unmindful of the frailty
of his nature as ever, and as indifferent about
the tinte when the earthly house of this ta.
hernucle shall be dissolved. To such an one
I would affectionately yet earnestly say : ‘l'uke
care lest thou feel by painful experience that
there is a gradation in Gad’s severity. That
accident which has befallen thee, if forgotten,
and unimpraved by thee, muy be but the pre-
cussor of auother severer still ; aud well may-
est thou be apprehensive of its speedy ap-
proach, and of its ruinous consequence, for
¢ He that being often reproved, hardeneth
his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and
that without remedy.” (Prov. XxIx. 1.)

IL. But I hasten on to the ¢onsideration of
the second head of our discourse, and that is
the glorious object of the Christian’s hope,—
¢an aouse not made with hands, eternal in
the heayens.”

Our Lord, in His last eonsolatory discourse
to His disciples, makes use of the same simil-
itude to cheer their hearts. e says, “In
my Father's house are many mansions.” [n
these and some other parts of Scripture
heaven is set forth to us under the similitude
of a house, or a home. 'The meaning of this
pirase, and the comforts which it is fitted to,
ampart to the afflicted Christian, may be more.
fully represented in the words of the para-
phrase:

I to my Father’s house return,
There numerous mansions stand,

And glory manifold abhounds,
‘Through all the hapyy land.

I gn your sutrance to secure,
And your ahode prepares
tegions unknown are safe to you,
When I, your friend, am there.™

‘There is something very sweet and very com-
forting in the word “lome.* Muny beauti-
ful associations cling around this endearing
term fome. The patriot for many yeurs toil-
ing in a foreigr. fand, thinks on the home of
his youth, aud which, if God spares him, he ;
expecets yet to make the home of his old age, |
and he for a time feels young again. His'
thoughts rush across the wide ocean and feast |
on scenes of youthful iunocence,—on the re-
¢iprocal love which ever shed happiness !
around the domestic hearth,—on the smuling
faces of affectionate friends who oft exchanged |
with him words of affection and of swezt con-

solutian, ‘The weary, weather-beaten travel.
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ler thinks on home, and the affectionate hearts
which mourn his absence there, and which ke
knows will gladly welcome his roturn, ami
the dreariest nights on the journey poas over
him unheeded, Now the term koms .- s em-
phatie and most glorious significance in tha
ear of the Christian. It is to him peculiarly
sweet,hecaunse in contradistinetion to all earth«
ly homes, it reccives the epithet * heavenly
home.” His treasure is in this home, and
hence his heart is there also. 'This grand idea
makes the Christian rejoice, in what situation
soever in life he may be placed. It was this
consoling idea that made the Apostle joyfully
exclaim: “Xor I have learned in whatever
siate I am, therewith to be content,” We
are generally inelined to think that content-
ment is only found in the higher ranks of
life, in the lordly mansian. in places of splen-
dor and magnificence; but when we thus
think we are mistaken. iter into many a
poor peasant’s cot, who by his hard and hon-
est industyy at his mean employment—as.
some would call it—is scarcely able to supply
the neccasaries of life to his numerous, de-
pendent family, whose name and exi.stence, it
may be, are scarcely known ten miles from
his humble home; and, even in this poor
cot, contentment may have a far more undis-
puted reign than in the lordliest wansion.
Contentment, real cantentment, is from above
and not from below., Real contentment ia
the legitimate offspring of true Chyistiunity.
Where. Christianity reigns in her heavenly
purity, contentment is ever sure to foilow;
where she does not reign, outward splendor
can at most make it but a temporary and
spurious kind of contentment.

The Christian may be o homeless wanderer
on earth. His lot may be hard; eartnly
friends way turn a deaf ear to his taie of
grief, and send him away empty; but such
refusals instead of disheartening him, ouly
bring to. his recollection that joyous hour
when the eartbly house of his tabernacle,,
which is thus afflicted and tormented, and
ready to ba dissolved, shall fall, and he shall
be admitted into the heavealy inheritance.
And observe, there are two things affirmed
here of the Christian’s home—af heaven ;
these are its durability and eternity.

“Not made with hands,” that is human
hands; then heaven caunot be tinged ymlx
human imperfection, Iuman haqda, guided,
by human ingenuity, have accomplished much
in this life. Human hauds have e.\’_ec_u_tg:t!
specimens of taste and arghi\ef:tura_l skilt
which have been justly admired in all ages;
but vet the finest works of ort, whather on »,
large or minute scale, when carefully exams
ined, betray imperfection.  But the * house
not made with hands,” which is the ijw,-
au’s home and heritage, cannot be subject o,

I any defect. ‘Uhie beauty and harmouy of this

blissful abode, human language cannot even
aproximately delineate. The Apostle, with ali
his vloquence, and all kis enthusiasm, could
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not venture upon the task ; for #eve hath not jand say, we “%now i, but they daro not even
seen, por_ear heard ; neither hath it enteved § afliem,” we hope it Nature at length gives
into the heart of man, the things that God | way; their carthly house is dissolved; their
hath in store for them that love [fim.” ery of despair ends, and theic souls are na-
IIL Butlet us consider the third important | kedly turned adritt upon the cheerless waste
iden contained ia the words of the text, and ! of a desolate eternity, without o Saviour to
that is the firm persuasion which the Apostle ! befiiend, without a God to protect, and with-
bad of being admitted into this glorious ' ont a heaven to veewive them. ‘hus, then,

dwelling place, as soon gs the earthly taber-
nacle shall be dissolved.

Observe, here, the Apostle states his ex-
pectation of entering the heavenly habitation
in very confident and emphatic lunguage, e
does not say, We think it, we hopeit, buy,
we know it; as much o3 to say, We are fivmly
persuaded of the fact. Tow different it is
with others ! As regaids many, they eannot
really say whether they know it or not, be-
cause the subject, unspenkably momentous
as it i3, seldom ocenpies their attention.
They are eavtbly-minded, and hence their
minds and affections ave wholly absorbed in
the things of time and sense. ‘Their con-
sciences are at ease; theyv eat, drink, and are
merrv.  They live from day to day in carnal
sucurity 5 nothing disturbs them.  They say
—¢Peace, peace, when there is no peace,”
but a false peace.  They puss over the jour-
uey of life, it may be smoothly and prosper-
ously. Their sux continues ‘or a time shin-
ing so steadily, that they forget its setting,
and the shades of that awlul, eternal night,
which are rapidly pathering in the distance.
The glow of health is on their countenances,
their bodies ave vigarous, and hence they
seldom dream of the day of their diss~lution,
till ag length God, whom they practically re-
garded as being distant from the affairs of
mortals, and maintaining a cold reserve, di-
reetly interferes, and breaks up thoir dream
by the iufliction of sowme terrible blow. ‘Then
they are made to feel, though reluctautly,
that thev are subject to decay, and that their
immortal spirits must return to God who gave
them. Tt is often on this awful oceasion, I
say, amidst the agonies of dissvlving nature,
when their hearts and flesh Keerally {ail them,
that they are for the fiest time brought to any
sober or serious reflection about the unseen
world. Conscience, that fmpartisl judge of
moral conduet, whose still small voice they
had often drowned, will now raise its warn-
ing voice as for the Jast time in the land of
the living. AR?! this is to them o most yy-
ing oceasion. They have no rational ground
for hope, because in Ifim who is the hope of
Israel, they have no faith. 'They wnay have
riches, but those riehes now make to them-
selves wings, and flee away. The world, with
all its vanities and faseination, grows dim
and meaningless hefove their sinking eyes.
‘They look into the fature, but it is with hor-
ror. They cannot say with the Apostle, “we

know that when the earthly house of this ta-
bernaele is dissolved, we have a building ot’i
God.”  Nay, they not only cannat a lope the ;
Apostle's language of coulident positiveness, |

there ave some, nay millions, who do not and
cannot know that when then earthly taberna-
cles are dissolved, they have a building of
God : their own hearts condemn them, and

I'they feel that +* Gol is greater than their

their hearts, and knoweth all things.”

Jut there are others who seem to live far
beyond the dusky atmosphere of despair, who
seem yeady to join with the Apostle in the
jorful exclumation—* We know we have a
buiiding of God.” when in fact, they ave all
the time bug victims of blind delusion. They
appear to be at rest, but it is a false rest.
They have hope, but it is net rational; it is
not sure nor steadfust, und canunot enter
within the veil, beeausz it is not laid upon
Ziow’s chief corner stone, who is the basis of
all true hope, and all true happiness. They
hope tu enter heaven, it may be, from their
own self-righteousness,—from their fair out-
ward deportment,—from their being members
of a particular Christian sect.—from their
punctilious observance of certain rites and
ordinances.—from their having certain fa-
vorite shibboleths ; in short, like the foolish
virging, they have lamps, but not oil in then:,
and from the outward splendor of these
lamps, from the outward decency of their
professions, they hope that they ave fitted for
being guests of the Bridegroom when He
cometh,  Ah! yes, my friends, they may de-
lude themselves with this hope, till the mid-
night cry is rung in their ears: “Go ye out
to meet {lim.” There is daager, my friends,
in being deceived m regard to the hope we
cherish of entering heaven. But you may
have a ratioual hope, a confident expectation
in regard to this solemn matter.  ‘Those who
are siceré believers; those who in a tone of
assured confidence can triumphantly exelain:
“ We know we have a building of God,” are
kaown to themselves and to the world around
them.  And hosw are they known? Is chere
an angel from the heavenly glory to proclaim
andibly in my heaving who wiey are? s
there another audible and glorious voice to
mely forth mnsieaily from yondor  skies:
“These are my beloved sons; these are my
beloved dunghiers; these are they who, upon
the dissolution of their earthly tabernacles,
have a sure title to the mansions of bliss.”
No, my friends, no such volce is to be ex-
pected, nov is there any such needed. The
shadowy times of angelic announcaments are
Tong sinee past. W have no reason to think

hey will any more retarn.  ‘Then how may
selicvers be kaown?  From their fruits.
These are the sure indications of spiriual
health 3 these are the indices which poing
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heavenward, and declave their glovious desti-
ny, ‘These fruits are numerous. Let me
mention a few.

One sign by which the trae believer may
be distinguished is: le has loce to his Savi-
our, This love may b times grow languid,
and seem at times even to horder on a sate
of indifference and Jukewarmness; but still
it never becomes in the true Chuistian entively
extinguished.  On many  oceasions it is
strange ; it is all in a glow, amd urges to the
impassioned exclamation of the joyous disei-
le: “Did not our hearts bura withia us,
when he talked with us in the way??  Al!
there is nothing more cementing and more
powerful than love, It influences the moral
world just as gravitation affects the natural
world. By gravitation, innumerable suns
and systems are made 1o march harmoniously

in their prescribed orbits; and by the sume

mvsterious agent, the sealding tear of sorrow,

alike with the sweet tear of joy, receives its .

rounded shape. Now Christan love equadly
affects the maral world.  Itis a pervading,

cementing, powe:fully affecting, and con.
stantly acting element there s it must bea,
ruling passion in the bosom of every disciple !

of Jesus; and this, I say, is one distinctive
mark by whicn they may be known to them-
selves and to others. And how do we know
whether we are distinguished by this mark or
not. Love itself, abstractly oonsidered, is an
invisible thing. It is not cognizant to the
external senses; but it is not with the ab-
stract merely we have to do; we may also
deal with the concrete. Although love itself
is invisible, vet the sterling fruits which so
abundantly flow from it, are not invisible;
these are always more or less manifest. Look
at the seed that is cast into the open, fertile
furrows. It is harrowed over; it is thus for
a time concealed from view, but it does nat
long continue in this dormant inactive state,

The living seed is there, and it must germin- !

ate. Green blades will soon appear, which

will daily grow in size and luxuritance, till at -

last the whole field waves in golden harvest,
So is Juve, love to Ciwist, when once planted
it the human heart by the Spirit of God. It
cannot rewain there inactive. Fruit, glmi-
ous frait, yea, the ¢ peaceable fruits of right-
eousness,” will scon adorn the whole charac-
ter. And now we again ask: “How do we
know who are the followers of Jesus—who
can exuliingly exclaim, in the hour of agony

and death—+We know we have a building ot

God”  Practical dajly tife—sel-denial is the
text.  Look at that mother who nurses,
praises, pleases and cavesses her infant in the
season of health; but it is not thea that she
manifests the intensity and sineerity of her
love. Ah! itis when the frame of her child
heecomes weak und feve

that she shows the depth and earnesiness of
that love that burns within her bosom.  So,
it must not be duving the giadsome haurs of

she—~when the pal-
Hdness of death gathers aver its conntenance, -
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prosperity alone that we are to profess amd
shew our love to our Saviour. Uhis is easily
“doe s The hypocrite bimselt ean do this, tov
it only requires a word of mouth; but he
cannot do it long in the day of adversity,
Ab! s afllietion, (lisuppninimeul, bereave-
ment, that tests the strength of onr faith and
the intensity of our luve to Jesus, ‘The sin-
evre Cnristian’s language is—* Though e
slay me, ver will T teust in Him”  And heece
is another mark that ever distinguishes the
<true Christian: when he fails in’ rendering
obedience to God's commandments,—when
ne backslides through temptation, or any
sudden out-busst of passion, mark it, when
he thus backsludes, bie is sure to mourn im-
mediately over his departure from Goc 5 con-
sefence now awakened and enlightened by
the Holy 8pidit, immediately checks him, so
that for a time he stands in his own estima-
tiow self-comdemned, and uuering the peai-
tential langnage of David: “Against Thee,
‘Thee only, have Usinned, and in Thy sight
done this ill;” or ready, with the penitent
publican, to smite his own bosom, erying,
“ God be merciful to me, a sinner.”

But I, Another prominens trait that marks
Uthe character of those who can confidently
tery ent, *\We know we have a building of
v God,” is, that they love one another.  Mutual
. love ever characterises true Cuiristians.,” Bear
* that in mind. It has been a mark by which
, the secluded, perseented followers of Jesus
: have been recognized during the fivrst ages of
i

the Church. The persecuting heathen took
notice of jt. *Behold bow these Christians
love each other.” Behold! sid they, often
in admiration. And oh! my friends, is it not
natural that it should be so? Is it notu
fuct, that it we dearly love a friend, we love
and esteem all those who love him?®  $o be
! assured that those who cherish unfeigned love
| to Cinist, love also one another. Would it
not be very unnatural to’suppose that if there
+ were a number ol the inhamtants of Canada
sojourning for a time in Iadia, they would
, manifest o altuchinent to each other, nor in
Lany way, nor at any time, enquire about the
condition of taetr native land?  Such a cold
restive, You say, would betray great selfish-
uess, disloyalty, lack of patriousm.  Yes, it
would appear so unseemly that their pagan
neighbors arownd them, with all their durk-
ness and moral degradation, would soon take
notice of it.  So, 1 like manner, does the
watehful, scoffing world svun take notiee of
the apathy of professing Christians, and thus
often draw very unfayorabie conclusions;
yea, frequendy say that the whole of our
Chyistiamty is but a delusion.  The world is
vvery watenful of our Coristian  profession,
i Being prejudiced aguinst refigion, tne men
ot ths world misconitrue its works and its
endencies,  Toey judge of Cheistisnity, not
always froa its uses, bat from its abuses;
.ot from the Christian deportment of some,
. but from the indiscretion aad cold reserve of
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athera.  Oh! e {riends, it is my own helief, swamps of Africa: If he have not a new
shat the professed friends of Christiunity have | language, he bas certainly a new life 1
done nore to tarnish its glory, and impece | learn,

18 progress, thun even its bitterest foes, I} Muny, no doubt, of our ministers and mis-
believe that the bizer and bloody perseen- . sionacies, have hreen, with a remarkable fa-
tivns that the Cheaneh bad to endure, have in-  cility, uble to accomodate themselves to the
direedy done her good rather than barm. , special circumstances and relations in which
“Fe blood of the martyrs has been suid to be | they cnme 1o be placed.  But it has been
e seed of the Crarch.  But the protessed ; everywhere manifest, as was to be reasonably
followers of desus, by their want of Jove to | amicipated, that even the highest principle
wach other, have greatly vetarded the spread and self-devotement, without u peculiar and
«of religinu iu the world. I 0 man say, [ instinetive, perhaps & congenital, flexibility,

J}l\'t‘ God, and hateth his brother, he is a liarg
for he that lovetlh not his hrother wham he
path seen, how ean he love God whom he

y will not ordinarily secure so happy a result.
- And accordingly the most gifted and earnest
» ministers, have many times failed in the Co-

hath not seen?”  And again,d our Saviour loaial field, simply hecause they continued to
Himself sayss + By this men shull know that |, ve Kuropean or British, perhaps even rigidly
ye ure My disciples, if ye love one another,” | Seoteh, iustead of becoming Colonists in

. 0

BULSARY FUND FOR STUDENTS PROM THE
CULUNIES.

1. The importance of securing the services
of a native clergy in the Colonies is conspi-
causly obvious; at any rute, it is so to all
who have had oceasion 1o acquire a practieal
knowledge of the subject, aud the assertion
of it muy be vindicated by a twofold argu-
ment, ,

2 winister from home certainly does not,
when ke enters ou the duties of a Colonial
uppointment, labour under the serious disad-
vuntuge of having a foreign lunguuge to
larn before be can commence his work.
But tien, in his case, and with a reference to
the special ohject of his intercourse with his
charge, wuch else besides a mutually under-
atood speech is requisite, His flock, with
the very partial exceptiou of fresh immigrants
wili necessarily consist of families, the mem-
bers of which have heen born, e lucated, and
trained under conditions, and to habits both
of thought and of action, with which he is
wholly unfamiliar. In order, therefore, to be
really nsoful, he must begin by divesting
himaelf of much that, in h's old warld life,
had entwined itselt wath all its associations,
—uiuch, no doubt, also, that had grown dear
und almost indispensable to him; and he
must go on to acquire, what is often of slow-
er aud more diffi ;ult weguisition than a new
language, & practieal scquaintance with the
minds and hearts of men, as these develope
themselves under relations by him previously
uniinown, A forest habitation, or u home
1 oae of those new towns which spring up
hike  eagestrooms,—with a spurse society, ur
among a movile, restless, adventurous popu-
Lo, —cemote from libraries and from neo-
ple whw love hooks,—everyrhing, from hu-
man manners and customs, down to the me.
ric of the bivds and the forms of the vegetu-
bic world, foreign and strange,—why, thus

; thought, feeling, and habit,

Yot what is wanted nssuredly is not men
«who will perpetually feel themselves to be
cout of their sphere, bewildered and unan-
i swering as ‘they gaze on o region of scenery
and activities which are not theirs, but men
who can enter inty what is going on about
them; who can interpret the clouds and the
_seasons, and in the industry which depends
; on them ; who can comprehend the domestic
economy and life progress,—sympathize with
the trials,—understand the local allusions,—
appreciate the gestures and silent looks,—anl
sce into the very hearts, of the people. For
all this, or even for any available portion of
it,  native clergy, trained in the midst of
what they need so thoroughly to kuow, &
manifestly indispensable.

And, moreover, there is a second argument
which leads to the same conclusion. An
emigrant clerzy from Scotland, like most
other clnsses which emigrate thenee, continue
to have their hearts turned backward and
homeward—an attjtude which, for them, is
eminently paralyzing. It not only prevents
them from doing their work with their entire

y steength ; it even prevents them from earn-
iesr]y trying to learn how to do it. With

hands it may be at the plough, their thoughts
are among the heather; and, instead of their
master’s vineyard, they would fain be plough-
ing the ocean ou theie way to their nauve
hills, Beyound the somewhat dreary pros&mct,
of u few vears’ work in the Colouies, and, as
it were, in the background beckuning their
return, they are apt to coutemplate a quiet
; Scotch manse, with, it may be, some dearly-
Jloved adormmunta. Yet no kind of human
femployments more imperatively  demands
«that a whole soul should be init, than the
, employmeent of the minister, let his feld of
, exertion, be wherever it may. We here, 30
. far from blaming, cannot reasonably be even
: surprised at, tue weary home-lougings of
i Colonial ministers who have emigrated ; but
! however natural it may be, this sentiment is

situated, he might as well, so far as any real | clearly disabling—oue uuder whose opera-
companionship is concerned, be living in the {1im at least the best halt of any maw’s
parened plaius of Mindustan, or among the | strength must be absorbed and wasted,
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Tor these reasons a native clergy, familiar
‘rom infancy with the local peculiarities, de-
termined to spend und be sgent among their
uwn people, and to whom the field of labour
is in the truest sense the proper earthly home
must bé contemplated as not only desirable,
hut as absolutely essential for the Christiun
udification and comfort of our Colonial pop-
ulation, :

2, This line of reasoning, however, sup-
posing it to be demonstrative, by no means
eonducts us to the conclusion at which we
aim, ‘The exigency, so far as we have ex-
plored it, might be completely met by a Yro-
fessional edueationin the Colonies themselves
ar elsewhere abroad; and the project of a
bursaey fund for Colonial students would be
merely fantastic. But there is another side
of the question, and one which in its turn
deserves to be well considered.

Be it that the propagation of the holy gas-
vel, simply and irvespective of all ecefesias-
tical distinctions, should prescribe the scope
a3 well as inspire the motive of missionary
effort everywhere, still, m the actual state of
the religious world, this trath is likely to
linger long where it now is—among barren
sentiments, or even mere abtractions. ‘The
boldest aspirations of charity will he ulti-
matel fulglled; hut meanwhile, if we feel
ourselves to be justified in our separation
from other Christian societies at all, whee we
are shut up to the diffusion, by every com-
petent method, ot our own creed and of our
awn forms of worship. In the Colonies, ac-
cordingly, and among our emigrant country-
nmien, we desire to see the Church of Scotland
reproduced in all her iutegrity ; the dnaghter
animated with the mother’s spirit, and walk-
ing in the old matemna}l paths—nay, the new
ever clinging, with £lial loyalty and love, to
the elder inctitution. And nothing ean well
be more obvious than that a clergy, who shall
be qualified to peomote and perpetuate this
affectionate alliance, must be imbued with
the apirit, and familiar with the working of
our ecclesiastical system at home. ‘This is,
with a view to the whole objeet which is con-
templated, no wifit less indispensable than
an intimate knowledge of Colonial life, and
& hearty sympathy with the Colonial mind,

For although the wonderfully persistent
attachment of those who have emigrated
irom our shores, to everything conuected
aith what, even in the third generation, con-
tinues to be fondly called home, might be
sup posed to guarauntee all that is desired, yet
clearly the very wonder whieh it excites be-
trays an nstinetive apprehension of its ne-
cessary evaneszence.  Painfully acute at first
like the griet of a recent bereavement, it
gradually yields to the claims, if not to the
charm, of novelty; and subsides, as the
stream falls after a flood, from a passionate
regret to a pleasing melancholy. Thus it is
with the emigrant himselL In his succees-
sors, the home-longing of w! ic%, from rever-

ed lips, they have heard so much, becomes
an interesting tradition or & mere prejudice.
Qf course, the question, whether tne patrio-
tic or the ecelesiastical attachment will fudo
away soonest and fastest, must turn o per-
sonal peculiarities which cannot hie absteactly
determined ; but the latter, amid the strug-
gles and engrossments of a Colonial life, is
sure to be too rapidly lost; for there is cer-
tainly much to counteract, and may be no-
thing at all to stimulate it. No doubt 1t may
survive those reli ious feelings which are
apt to subside in the al of ordi .
substituting for vital Christianity the merely
sentimental preference of a vencrated Church.
This deplorable state of things, however,
cannot possibly continue, nor is it desirable
that it should. Fither the lingering senti-
ment wili follow the lapsed faith into oblivion
or the reviving faith will avail itself of what-
ever means of rocial worship may be attuin.
able. 'T'o meet the first contingency, a z2al-
ous native ministry is requisite ; the second
cannot be effectually provided for otherwise
thun by a clergy-who ave thoroughly imbued
with the spirit, and versant with the working
and traditions of the parent Charch, or, iv
other words, who have been trained for theiv
profession at home,

Now, if these views be even generally
sound, the conclusion is obvious and inevita-
ble. A Colonial birth and early education,
crowned by a professional triining at one of
our Scotch universities, are, as human ar-
rangements and subject always to the divine
blessing, +in the highest degree requisite for
tiie efficiency of a Colonial clergy iu connex-
ion wirl our Church. And if this be so gen-
erally, it is pre-eminently so as respects
colony like Ceylon; where the great mass of
onr adherents are of foreign deseent, partly
af Orieutal blood, and purtly Portuguese,
but chiefly Datch. In these circumstances,
every statement and argument which have
been advanced above, and that on both sides
of the problem, tell with a reduplicated force
in favour of the solution proposed by the
Colonial Coinmittee.

For, if « e are to have students from;the
Colonies trained.in Scotland, we must to some
considerable extent provide the means. The
great distance from home, in the case of
young raen from the British provinces of
North America, and much more in the case
of those from Ceylon, leading necessarily to
a heavy expenditure, presents au obstacie
which nothing but a liberal provision, in t!

e
shape of bursaries, can overcome. Bursavies
accordingly ought to be at command, under
proper restrictions; nor can it be doubted
that, if the merits of the question be fuicly
represented, they will be easily obtainec.
There is no reason why any individual, or
associnted body—as a presbytery, for instanoe
—should not, if so disposed, both aise and
apply an endowment of this nature for Colo-
nial students.  Still, she Colonial Comuittee
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venture to think, that the subject lies prop-
erly within the sphere of their ordinary ad-
ministration. They therefore earnestly soli-
cit the contributions of ‘the Church in hel:..f
of this special .objeet.  These contributions
may be torwarded, whether by individuals,
by navishes, ov by presbyteries, to Mr. Mur-
rie, at 22 Queen Street, their destination
being distinetly noted. ‘The Bursary fund
will be kept separate from the other funds
of the Committee; and the most careful pre-
cautions for its proper application wiil be ob-
served.
By anthority of the Committee.

~11. & F. Record.

[ L——

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION TOR THE

MOTION OF SCIENCE.

FRO-

‘This great Association, which embraces in
its list nearly every emineut scientific name in
Christendom, held its thivty-first annual meet-
ing the other day at Manchester. 1t would
be impossible in our very limited space to
give anything like a detailed account of the
many subjects included in its range, or show
the vast service it has rendered to the cause
not only of pure science, but of religion, ci-
vilization and hnman progress. Every year
is adding to its importance and influence, and
the great annual gathering is an event of
marked and lasting importance to the district
of country in which it is held. Each depart-
wment is generally presided over by the most
distinguished individual in that particular
waliy, so that on no other occasion ave so
many of the great intellects of the carth gath-
ered together in the same place at the same
time. The President of this Body is chosen
annually, and isalways a man of mark, cither
from his rank, coupled with his love of sti-
ence, or his great eminence in some particu-
Jar branch of it. Part of the duty of this
august individual is to deliver the annual in-
augnral address, which is always looked for-
ward to with profound interest, and is gener-
ally ot great value. The office has been filled
by Prince Albert, by Earl Rosse, by Dr.
Whewel), by Sir David Brewster, and many
others whose names are immortal. At the
last meeting the President’s Chair was filled
by perhaps the most eminent of engincers
since the death of the lamented Stephenson
and the equally lamented Brunel.

Mr. Fairbairn™s address, as might be ex-
pected from such a man, is thoroughly practi-
cal, full of knowledge, and replete with in-
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terest. His object was to give an account,
so far as could be done in a popular address,
of the progress of science during the present
century. ‘The subject is a vast one, and it is
really wonderful how the distinguished speak-
cr was able to place so many important facts,
angl such a mass of comprehensive and well-
arranged information, within the compass of
the lecture of an hour.

We will give a few of the more salient
points, so far as our space will permit.

During tize last century, the science of ap-
plied mechanics has made rapid strides which
astonish us by their magnitnde; hut even
these, it mxy reasonably be boped, are but
the promise of futwre and more wonderful
enfargements. I therefore propose 1o offer o
suceiner history of these improvements, as an
instance of the influence of scieniific progress
on the well-being of soeiety. I shall take in
review the three chief aids which engineer-
ing science has afforded to nationnl progress
—namely, canals, steam navigation, and rail-
ways; eachh of which has promoted an ineal-
culable extension of the industrial resources
of the counury.

One hundred years ago the only means for
theconveyance ol inland aerchandize were the
packhorses and waggons on the then imper-
fect highways. It was reserved for Brindley,
Smeatun, and others, to introduce a sysiem
of canals, which opened up facilities for an
interchange of commodities at a cheap rate
over almost every part of the country. The
impetus given to industrial operations by this
new system of conveyance induced capitalists
to embark in trade, mining, and the extension
of manufactures in almost every distriet.
These improvements continued for a series
of years, until the whole country was inter-
sected by canals requixite to meet the de-
mands of a greatly extended industry.

Scurcely had the canal system been fully
developed when a new means of propulsion
was adopted—namely, steam. 1 need not
recount to you the enterprise, skill, and la-
bor that have been exerted in connection with
steam navigation. You have seen its vesults
on every river and every sea; results we owe
to the fruitful minds of Miller, Symington,
Fulton, and Henry Beil, who were the pien-
ecrs in the great march of progress. View-
ing-the past, with a knowledge of the present
and a prospect of tise future, it is difficuit w0
estimate sufficiently the benefits that have
been conferred by this application of mechan-
ical science to the purpuses of navigation.
Power, speed, and certuinty of action have
been attained on the most gigantic scale
The celevity with which a modern steamer,
with a thousazd tons of merchandize and
some hundreds of human beings on board,
cleaves the water aud pursues her course, far
surpasses the nost sanguine exrometinn: -
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o ¢entury ago, and indeed almost rivals the
speetd of the locomotive itself.  Previous to
1812, our intercourse with foreign countrics
and with our colonial possessions depended
entirely npon the state of the weather. It
was only in favorable seasons that a passage
was open, and we had often to wait days, or
even a week, before Dublin could be renched
from lHolyhead. Now, this distance of 63
miies is accomplished in all weathers in little
more than three hours. The passage to
Amer’ 2 used to oceupy six weeks or two
months; now it is accomplished in eight or
nine days. The passage round the Cape to,
India is reduced from neavly half a year to
less than a third of that time, whilst that
country may be reached by the overland
ronte in less than a month.

‘I'he public mind had searcely recoverad it-
self from the changes which steam navigation
had caused, and the impulse it had given to
commerce, when a new and even more gigan-
tic power of locomotion was inaugnrated.
Tiess than a quarter of a century had elapsed
since the first steamboats floated on the wa-
ters of the Iludson and the Ciyde, when the
achievements thence resulting were followed
hy the appiication of the same agency to the
almost superhuman flight of the locomotive
and its attendant tramn. I well remember
the competition at Hainhill in 1830, and the
incredulity everywhere evinced at the propo-
sal to run locomatives at 20 miles an hour.
Neither George Stephenson himself, nor any
one else, had at that time the most distant
idea of the capabilities of the railway svstem.
On the conteary, it was generaliy considered
impossible to exceed 10 or 12 miles an hour;
and our present high velocities, due to high-
passure steam and the tubular system of
boilers, have surpassed the most sanguine ex-
pectations of engineers. The sagacity of
George Stephenson at once seized upon the
suggestioh of Henry Booth, to employ tubu-
lar hoilers ; and that, united to the blast-pive,
previously known, has been the means of ef-
fecting all the wonders we now witness in a
system that has done more for the develope-
ment of practical science and the civilization

of man than any discovery since the days of
Aduin.

‘The extraordinary developements of practi-
eal science in our system of textile manufuc-
wure are, however, not entirely dueto the
steam eangine, although they are now ina
great measure dependent on it. The ma-
chinery of these manufactures had its origin
before the steam engine had been applied,
except for mining purposes; and the inven-
tions of Arkwright, Hargreaves, and Cromp-
ton, were not conceived under the impression
that steem would be theic moving pewer.
Ou.the contrary, they depen led upon water;
and the cottoa machinery of this district had
attained considerable perfection hefore steam
came to the aid of the manufacturer, and ul-

timately enabled him to increase the produc-
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tion to its present enormons extent. I shail
not attempt a deseription of the machinery of
the texule manufactures, because occalay in-
spection will be far more acceptalde, I ean
only refer you to a list of establishments in
whioh you may examine their operations on o
large scale, and which I carnestly recommentd
to your attention. I may, however, advert
to a few of the imprevements which have
marked the progress of the manutacturing
system in this country. When Arkwright
patented his water frames in 1767, the annual
consumption of eotton was about four million
pounds weigit.  Now it {s one thowsand two
imndred millions pounds w:ight—300 times
as much.  Within half a coutury the number
of spindles at work, spinning cotton alone,
has increaseed tenfold ; whilst, by superior me-
chanism, cach spindle produces ifiy per cent.
more yarn than on the old system.  fHeuce
the importance to waich the cotton trade has
risen, equalling at the present time the whole
revenue of the three kingdoms,or £70,000,000
sterling per apaum. As late as 1820 the
power loom was not in existonce; now ic
produces about fourteen million yards of
cloth, or, in more familiar terms, nearly eizhe
thousand miles of cloth per diem. I give
these particulars to show the immense power
of production of this couatry, and to ufford
some conception of the number and quality of
the machines which effect such- wondeiful
results. Mule spinning was introduced by
Crompion, in 1787, with about tweaty spin-
dies to each machine. The powers of the
machine were, however, rapidly increased ;
and now it has been so perfected that 2000 or
even 3030 spindles are directed by a single
person. At first the winding on, or forming
tiie shape of the cop, was performed by hand;
but this has been superseded by rendering
the machine automatic, sothat it now performs
the whole operation of drawing, stretching,
and twisting the thread, and winding it on to
the exact form, ready for the reel or the shutile
as may be required. ‘These, and other im-
provements in carding, roving, combing, spin-
ning, and weaving, have cstablished in this
country an cntirely new system of indusiry ;
it has given employment to greatly increased
numbers, and a more intelligent class of work-
people.

Iniron-ship building, an imunense field is
open before us.  Our wooden walls have, to
all appearance, seen their last days: and, as
one of the early pioncers in iron: construction,
as applied to shipbuilding, I am highly gra-
tified to witness a change of opinion that au-
gurs well for the security of the libertics of
the country. From the commencement of
iron-ship building in 1830 to the presenc time,
there could be only one opinton amongst
those best acquainted with the subject, name-
iy, that iron must eventually supercede tin-
ber in every form of naval construction,  The
large ocean steamers, the Himalaya, the Per-
sia, and the Great Bastern, abuadamly show
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what can be done with iron, and we have;
-only to look at the new system of casing ships !
with armour plates, to be convinced that we i
ean no longer build wooden vessels of war,
with safety to our naval superiority and the
L:est Interests of the country. I give no opin-
jon as to the details of the reconstruction of
the navy,—that is reserved for another place,
—but I may state that I am fully persuaded
that the whole of our ships of war must he
rebuilt of ivon, and defended with iron armour
cyleulated to resist the projectiles of the lLea-
viest description at high velocities, In the
early stages of irpn-ship building, X believe I
was the first to show, by a long series of ex- |
peviments, the supetiority of wrought ivon .

wver every other description of material in
security and strength, when judiciously ap-
piied in the construetion of ghips of cvery ,
cluss.  Other considerations, however, affect
the question of vessels of war; aud although
numerous experiments were made, vet none
of the targets were on a seale sufficient to
resist more than a six-pounder shot. It was
veserved for our scientific neighhors, the
Yrench, to introduce thick iron plates ax a
defensive armour for ships. The success
which has attended the adeption of this new
dystem of defence affords the prospect of
invulnerable ships of war, and hence the de-
sire of the Government to re-model the navy
on an entirely new principle of construction,

in order that we may retuin its suneriority i
A iof Loc

as the great bulwarks of the nation.

summittee has been appointed hy the War |

Oftice and the Admiralty for the purpose of
esrrying out a scientifle investigation of the.!
subjeet, so ss to determine—firat, the best|
desaription of material to resist projectiles; !
setohély the best method of fastening and ap- !

plying that waterial to the sides of ships and |

fand fortifications; and lastly the thickness!
necessary to resist the different descriptions !
of ardnance. Itis asserted, probably with
trash, that whatever thickuess of plates nre
adopted for casing ships, guns wih be con-!
structed capable of destroying them. DBut
their destructton will even then be a work
of time, and I believe, from what I have seen
in recent experiments, that with proper armour
it will require, not enly the most powerful
ordnance, but also a great concentration of
fire, before fracture will ensue.  If this be the
case, 3 well-constructed iron ship, covered
with sound plates of the proper thickaess,
firmly attached to its sides, will, for a consi-
derable time, resis: the heaviest guns which
can be brought to bear agaiust it, and be prac-
tically shot-proof. Rutour present means
are inadequate for the production of large
masses of iron, und we may trust that, with
new tools and machinery, and the skill, ener-
zy, and perseverance of our manufaciurers, .
every difficulty will be overcome, aud armour
plates produced which will resiat the heaviest
existing ordnance.

We hiave already seer a new era in the

i towns,

i
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histery of the construction of bridges, rcauﬁing

from the use of iron; and we have only to exam-
ine those of the tubular form over the Conway
and Menai Straits to_be caivinced of the dura-
bility, strength, and lightuess of tubular con-
structions applied to the support of railways oc
commen roads in spans which, ten years ago,
were considered beyond the reach of hwman skill.
When it is cousidered that stone bridges do not
cxoced 139 feet in span,nor cast-iron bridges 230
feet, we can estimute the progress which has
been made in crossing rivers 400 or 500 feet in
width, without any support at the middle of the
stream.  Kven spans, greatly in excess of this,
may be bridged over with safety, provided we do
not execed 1800 to 2000 feet, when the structnre
would be destroyed by its own weight.

Amongst the changes whicl have largely con-
tributed to the comfort and enjoyment of life, are

ithe inyprovements in the sanitary condition of

These belong, probably, to the provinee
of sociul rather than mechanical science; but X
cannot omit to notice some of tae great works
that have of Jate years heen constructed for the
supply of water, and for the drainage of towns.
1n former days, 1 gallons of water to each per-
son per day was cousidered un ample allowance.
Now, 30 gallons is much nearer the rate of con-
sumption. I may instunce the waterworks. of
this city and of Liverpooi, each of which yield a
supply of from 20 to 30 gullons of water to each
inhabitant. In the former case the water is col-
lactud from the Cheslure and Derbyshire hills,
and, atter being conveyed in tunnels and aque-
ducts u distunce aof ten iles to u reservoir, where,
it is struined and purificd, it is ultimately taken
a farther distance of efght miles in pipes, in «
perfectly pure state, ready for distribution. “The.
greatest undertaking of this kind, however, yet
aceom)’;lished. is that by which the pure waters,
h Katrine are dirtributed to the gity of
Glasgow. This work, recently completed by Mr.
ateman, whe fvas also the constructor of the
water-works of this city, is of the most gigantic
character, the witerbeing conveyed in 2 covered
tunnel w distance of 27 miles, throuh an almost
impussable country, to the service reservoir, about
eight miles from Gﬁnsgow. By this meuans 40,-
000,000 gailons of water per. day are conveved
throughr the hills which flank Ben Lomond, and
after traversing the sides of Loch Chon and Loch,
Aird, are finally discharged into the Mugdock
basin, where tho water is impoundéf for distribu-,
tion. We may reasonably look forward to anw

{ extension of similar bencfits to the metropolis,

by the sume engineer, whose energies are now
directed to an examination of the pure fountains
of Wales, from whence the future supply of water
to the great city is l'kely to he derived. A work
of so gigantic # characser may-be looked upon,
as problematical; but when it 1s known that six
or seven millions of money would be sufticient for
its exccution, I can sce no reason why an under-
taking of su muich consequence to the health of
Lundon shkould not ultimately be accomplished.

MMz, Fairbairn concluded with a brief allusion
to the wozders of the clectric telegraph, the dis~
ccveries in photogruphy, wud the approaching
Exhibition in Loudon, which will embrace the
whole circle of the sciences, practicaily illustrats
ed, in a manner, and to an extent, suchas the
world has never before seen.

Ou themotion of Lord Stauley, a vote of thanks
wat moved to Mr. Faigbairn for his excellent ad,
dress.

An unlooked-for accident has obliged us to puy
our correspondence this mouth iy minivn type.
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AUTUMN PICTURES.

‘T'he wailing winds are sighing
A requiem soft and low

Where the russet leaves are lying
And the forest fountains flow.

The mellow clouds droop shadows
In soft dissolving dyes,

Where greenly in the meadows
‘The summer verdure lies.

Rich crowns of blogsom linger
Upon the garden’s brow;

But decay. with mocking finger,
Pencils the glory now.

All reund the forest branches
Bright rainbow leaflets play,

While they fall in avalanches
At the north wind’s roundelay.

B

The yellow sheaves are smiling
Beneath the garner’s dome,
The hushandman beguiling
With dreams of harvest home;
The gentle kine are lowing
Beside the woodland way,
Where. on the soft wind blowing,
" They scent the fragrant hay.

A cloud of rosy apples
Laugh in the orchards green,
Where noonday softness dapples
I'he rich, luxuriant scene;
The timid grouse are hopping
Around the pasture’s cégc,
And mellow nuts are dropping
Down from the hazel hedge:

'The squirrel’s noisy gambol
Is heard amon% the wood,
Where threads of shifting amber
Brighten the solitude.
Those soft rays droop and quiver
Upon the foamy brook, -~
Aund tinge the noisy river
With loving golden jook.

"I'he widowhood of nature
Is not a mourning robe.
Light mellows every feature
That lecks her pleasant glove.
In dying she is glorious,
And, like the Christian’s faith,
Lies down to risc victorious
Above decay and death.

Iler cerements shroud the kernel
‘Which hides the living May
‘T'o swinmer’s raiment vernal
Aund luscious luxury,
While in the voiccless story
Her changeful hues unfold:
Our resurrection glory
Is in a symbol told.

Halifax, October 9th, 1861. M.J. K
—o0

CORRESPONDENCE.

0N LEVITY OF SPIRIT AND DIXEANOR IN
CLERGYMKN.

‘There are probably fow Ministers of the Gos-
pel who are fully aware how seriously they may
injure their usefulness by want of that decent
gravity which becomes their office. 1 do uot re-
fer to any glaring improprieties in speech or con-
duct, but to that occasionzl levity into which
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Ministers, and especially young Ministers, in
the freedom of Social intercourse. may some-
times be betrayed. 1 am very far from being an
advocafe for that gloomy austerity and morose-
j ness which, among some sects, and:by some in-
dividuals, are considered incumbent on Clergy-
men; but there is an error f an opposite kind,
which I consider still more dangerous, Twell
recollect the remark of 2 young lady who had
spent the Saturday evening in society, where a
young preacher had contributed greatly to the
hilarity of the company, by his musical talents.
On the following day, when leaving the Church
where this young man had preached, and that
tuo, greatly to the satisfuction of tne Congregu-
tivn, a friend remarked that Mr.——, had given
them excellent discourses. It muy be so,” said
the lady, ** but 1 could not attend to him, for think-
ing of the funny songs he sung last night.’ ‘There is
noreason to suppose that there was a single worl
or sentiment in those songs that was of an im-
proper character;.but the very fact that there
was something in them comic, or as the ladv
said, * funny,”” counteracted, in one mind, at
least, all the good which his sermons might

otherwise have produced.
It is not always kept in mind that the office of

pastor and teacher in the Church of Christ is a
grave office, and thut its duties are, from their
very nature, gr.ve and serious, involving. both
on the part of the Minister and of the hearers,
the most awful and momentous respousibility.
; They “who wateh for souls as those who must
; give account,”’ must surely appear out of char-
! acter, whenever they are found chargeable with
¢ inconsiderate levity. There is an obvious and
; palpable incongruity in this, which cannot fail tu
i strike the observer, and to lessen the degree of
{ that moral influence of incalculable value, which
the character and deportment of 2 minister
should empower him to exert*over the minds of
his heavers. /4o can calculate the degree in
which the impression of discourses from the pul-
pit is, on the one hand, deepencd, or, on the
other, enfecebled, by the estimate which the hear-
er almost unconsciously foims of the character
of the preacher! 3o can determine the extent
to which the materinls which enter into that es-
timate are derived from the hours of social and
unbending intercourse ? Let these hours, by all
means, be ilumined by the smile of Christian
cheerfulness, henignity, urbanity; let the munners
of him who **ministers in holy things,” recom-
mead him to the more refined ; let his conversas
tion command the respect of the more intelli-
gent; let his Kindness endear him to the young ;
bat let there be no utterance of the heart, no in-
dication of feeling, which, if remembered in the
sanctaary, wounld diminish the edect of the truth
proceeding from his lips. Let itbe the resolu-
tion of every one who enters on the engagements
of the Christian ministry, that, relying on'the

. aids and succours of heavenly grace, he wilj
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never counteract, in the parlor, the effect of ad-
decsses from the pulpit.  Let him, indeed, aim at
something more than this negative charucter of
social intercourse ; and, difficult as is the attempt,
and rare as is the attainment, and frequent as
iy be his regrat atfailure, let ki devotionally
and diligently cultitute the habit enjoined by the
Apostle—*‘Let your conversation be always with
grace, seasoned with salt, that it may minister
grace to the hearers.” PHI,

0:

THE LAY ASSOCIATION.

In the last number ofthe Monthly Recordthere
is a paper on the above important scheme of our
Church, written in an excellent spirit by our tal-
ented missionary, Rev. Mr. Grant. Iadmitthere
may be room for differences of opinion with re-
spect to the efficiency of the scheme as it now
exists, and of its adequacy to accomplish the
erd in view; and as weall aim solely at the one
object—strengthening the hands of our beloved
Church, no harm, but much positive good, may
arise from 2 temperate discussion of what may
appear to be the best means for securing our ob-
jects.

The Church wants money. Our people kave
some, and the question is, What are the best
neans to be employed to get part of it from them ?
Our people, and I suppose others are much like
them in that, have a horrid fashion of “ compar-
ing themselves by themselves,” especially in giv-
ing their money for Church or any other public
purpese. They like to kunow how much their
neighbour has given, and caleulate with great
nicety how much they should give compared
with his. Thus 3t is that when eollections are
made in the dark, sueh as at church, where they
cannat see what their neighbour has given, they
ke good care that their’s will net he above his;
and hence the utter inadequacy of Sabbath-day
collections to meet the just demands of the
Church, and the necessity there is of organizing
some other agency of more power to teach them.

Such were the considerations that induced a
number of clergymen and laymen connceted with
1he Presbytery of Pictou to set the present
scheme in motion ; and although, owing to vari-
elis circumistances, not necessary here to men-
tion, it has not altogether realized the expecta-
tions of its friends. yet, without interfering with
the Sabbath day collections, it is not too much
to say, that within the sphere of its operation,
the Church has derived more benefit by it than
from all ker other scliemes put together—the
. “Young Men’s Scheme ™ excepted.  Mr. Grant,

however, seems to object to the present organi-
ration of the scheme, chiefly, if I understand him
aright, on account of its ‘ extra Presbyterian
character,” and proposes having its funds and

management more under the control of Synod,«
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“ Yy comrrittee, partly ay and clerical, appointed
by Syned.” Now,if Mr, Grant means the Iny
part of such committec to he members of, and
nominated by the Association, then that is pre-
cisely what it was intended to be, and what in
reality it is now, The Synod'of Nova Scotia and
P. E. Island, at their meeting in. Charlottetown
in 1858, adopted the following resolution: “That
the Synod welcome with feelings of the highest
satisfaction the deputation from the Lay Associ-
ation from the Church of Nova Scotiz and P. E.
Island, warmly approve of the object of the As--
sociation, and express their willingness to co~
operate with them in their most laudable attempt
to render our Church self-sustaining in this co--
lony; and that a standing committee of Synod,
consisting of the Rev. Messrs. Pollok, Jardine,
Mackay, Macgillivray, and Hon, John Holmes,
be appointed to co-operate with them, and to de-
liberate as to the application of the funds.”” The
meeting of Syned at which this resolution was
passed was highly respectable, but there was no
boggling about the * extra Presbyterian charac-
ter”” of the Association, of which peeunliar charac-
ter we hear some whispering of mistrust now.—
So far otherwise was the feeling in its favor, that
motion was made to put the money paid for mis--
sionaries’ services in its funds, in place of send-
ing it to Scotland; and I am not aware of auy
act of delinqueney on the part ofthe Association
since then, that it should forfeit the confidence:
of the Church Courts. Even say that the Asso-
ciation was irresponsible to the Church Courts,
or that it was a new sort of organization hither-
to unknown to the Church, wounld it be wise to
reject its co-operation on that ground alone >
But I deny that Lay Associations, and that, too,
of a more “cxtra Presbyterian character,”™ arc
unknown ‘to the Church of Sootland, whose ser-
vices mnevertheless she cheerfully accepts, al-
though thus reserving the exclusive right te ap-
propriate their own funds. Nor is it at all quite-
so clear that the Presbytery of Halifax refused
connection with the Pictou Association solely on
account of its ** peculiar and extra Presbyterian
character.,”” There may have been other rore.
special but less apparent reasons which led the
Presbytery of Halifax to adopt that course, At
all events, the fact is notless singular than itis
curious, that the °* Missionary Association™
formed within the bounds of that Presbytery
is far more independent of the Church and much
less respoasible to her courts than the Picou
one. Here iy an extract from one of the rules:
“The office-bearers shall have the charge and
distribution of alf ies collected.” Neither
the Preshytery nor the Synod has any say m the
distribution ; yet the Association has done and
is doing well and the Presbytery had sense
emough not to interfere with its operations. This
Association has raised £75 last year for religious

purposes, and in twa years has, as appears by the
Teport, reduced the sam of £235 charged against
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the Presbytery of Halifax on the bools of the | tions in addition to s1ch a church-dvor coliece
Colonial (,om\.uttcc, to the sum o( £140, hcsulm H tion, and 1 teust that Mr, McLean's letter will

)llelO!l-lX‘) 8CrV X(,‘(‘\.

.

not prevent uny congregation from havinga gen-

Ilmu.p‘ud mueh attention to this subjeet for | eral colleetion,, supplcmcntmg it, of consse, by
many years, and with alldeference to Mr, Grant’s l fudividual  subscy riptions—in  the upual man-

views, the conviction lms foreed itself upon me, ! ner.

that to obtain the largest tmount of mmw) for !
supplémenting weak congregations, Presy, pterial |
Associations are preferable to, Synodieul 1 the
‘ormar, contributors know where their moncy
woes—they are intimate with the exigencices of
cach cnse—they cun see and appraciate the hen-
cfits arising from their contribations ; and there-
fore, will part with their meuns more cheerfally
wmd Hberally 3 besides, Preshyferial organisations
Al relicve the Syned frow much annoyance,
which- is sure to arise from sectional jealousies
w the distribution of the wenies. T care notby
what designation you eall such Associations—we
will not quarrel about names. We want to

raise as much money as will render our wedk .

congregations independent of support from the
Church at heme=—no mutter whether this is done
“extra Presbyterially” or not, provided it is done
honestly and with good will.  ‘lhese were my
views at the time the Tay Associution was being
formed, but yielded them in deference to others
who thought Synodical Associations best: and
still holding these views, aiter having some prac
tical experience of their workings, it is with un-
feigned delight I learn “that the 1sland Presby-
tery are thinking te got up  local Home Mis-
sion.” All the well-wishers of our Church in
the Island should encourage the movement with
tieir united effort. Let Mr. Grant himself tuke
the field—(1 know of none other so well qualified
to undertake the work)—und I will hazard the
prediction that double the money will be realized
through the simple instrumentality of such a
scheme, than by any other appliances that may
e put in operation.
Jonux Mackay.

Y P —
A FOREIGN MISSIONARTY.

Who will go? Who will represent ur Church
in the great missionary army? What fcld of
operations is the committee comcmplatmg ? We
usk these questions, carnestiy praging that they
will soon be satisfactorily responded to. We
trust that the committee is equiring, from afl

assible sources, information us to the founding
of u Forcign Mission. The Board of the T. P.
Church would, we are sure, cheerfully afford val-
uable information as te the steps necessary to be
first taken, and the probuble expenses of the first
year. It is likely that the outluy will be more
than double what it will be in any snccceding
year. And it was just hecause the Synod wished
to accumulate a fund for this purpose, that it ap-
pointed 2 General Collection before any massion-
ary had offercd for the work. The Synoed did not
intend to put a stop to congregational subserip-

|
)
i
i
)

A< to the smallness of the sums rais-
ed, "y general Colleetions, the reason is prei-
l\ ‘much because either the scheme does not of
itgelf appenr to the pt.opl(- one of great importe
ance. or hoc.m\c the nmmtors do pot take the
trouble of explaining them and enforeing the du-
ty of conntibuting to them. Look at what was
done ast year by the Gairloch and Salt Springs
congregation for the Canadu Foreizn Mission.
They raised more for it by a freewill vilering col-
leeted in these two Churches than nay other con-
aregativn in British Americn. And 1 Lelies.

that the reason simply was, that their wministo:
peintedly called their attention to the scheme.
So that if any congreghtidns may not have m:de
their intended ‘cellection in consequence of the
appearance of Mr. MoLean’s 1mcr, I trust they
wifl yet do so on the first fivorable opportu-

nity. ‘Money will be nccdcu, and we cannot
begin too soon in raising it. It is a comparative-
1y easy matter to get peonle to subseribe £16 o2
£360 if you tell them tiwat perhaps it may he ne-
ver called for ; but we also need money sctually
collected. I ior vue do not believe that we are
alicays to be a non-missionary Church , I'believe
that we will get «u man from the Lerd to jo for
us and wine off the stain that has been too long
on our ccclesiastical escutcheon. So that huv-
ing-this faith when I subser bed at the mecting
of Synod, 1, of course, meant to pay my subserip-
tion this year. and every suceeeding vear, until
a missionary be sccured, and then, if necessary.
to increase it. - But whether & man offer himself
for the work or not. it is my plain duty to con-
tribute a certain portion of my income—und that
portion I expressed in the subscripition list—to
a fund which has now been instituted by our
Church.for Foreign Mission purposes, and that
minimum portion Iintend to pay from hencdfortl:
aslong as Thuve my ‘income. “50°I trust to sec
each minister seridingin his own and hixpeople’s
contributiens without delay, whiie, at the sume
tine, they should adopt Mr. MeLean's suggestion
and get other peeple in addition to pledge so
much-—as a guarantee anda sort of hackbone- to
the freewill offérings. - Had Mr, McLean weighed
the matter fully, we certainly think he could nog
have failed to see thut there -was no occasion for
the ane method to clash with the other. How-
cver, we need say no-more on thispoint, butonly
again express our confidence that the cullecuons
will be heyoml precedent liveral, PR

A wora or two 0 'the. committee 'md to tho
mmmcrs 'md the laymen who take auy. mtcmst
m his T morcmcnt.. 1. We must get 2 mnsxorm y
as soon as poxsxble, and aman who will com-
mand the confidence of our people.” So great 1s
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1he necessity that I would willinglyiconsent to
nose from his charge uny mimister of the Church
who felt that God was calling him to the work.
2. How would it do to co-operate with our sister
Presbyterian Church?  They have acted nably in
this matter. They commenced, their Foreign
Mission with fear and trewbling, commenced it
when their Home fleld was more destitute than
what ours now is it and sce how they have since
been blessed ! “There is that giveth and yet
increasethy and there is thut withholdeth and yet
it tendeth to poverty.”  And now that God has
yermitted the heathen to rage in that fair garden
which they had hedged in from the waste around
dt, would it not be in accordance with the mind
of Christ for us to join with them to fight there
for King Jesus—to plant His gloriqus standard
unee more on blovd-stained Eyromanga? Thus
wonld Satan oc signally defeated; thus, in many
ways, would ¢the blood of the martyrs become
the seed of the Church” ; thus would our Church
ocenpy an.honored place inthe great battle-field.
Then might we expect thut God would bless us,
ves=—*aud that right early.”
1 am, e,
Crznrovs,

D et | —_—

To the Editor of the Record.

My Dean Sir~Your correspondent, signed
** Islander,” appears very desirous of convicting
ouce or more of the members of Synod, who once
Velonged to the Island Presbytery, of making a
falze stutement before the Synod.  He says, “The
members of the Island Presbytery who sat in
Synod disclaimed any official knowledge of him
{#. e. Mr, Martin}, asserting that he had never
heen before them for examination and that they
had made no promises of aid to him.” As this
is a scrious charge, I must crave space for the
minute by which he tries to substantiate it. It
is us follows: *“‘I'he Presbytery (of P.E.L) also
instruct the Clerk to write to W. Gorden, Esq.,
the Synod Treasurer, respectfully requesting him
0 assist our students, Messrs, 1toss and Maurtin,
at Queen’s Colicge, Canada, in the sum of at
leust £6, Nova Scotia currency, each, in terms of
or in accordance with the erigiual conditions of
the projectors of said scheme—that congregations
contributing to the general fund should receive
aid for students from their locality, when requir-
ed.” Surely the meutal or moral condition of
that person requires deep commiseration, who
requires to be shown thatthere is mothinug in this
minute to prove that these young men were ex-
amined, or received an ‘dfficial promise of aid
from the Island Presbytery. Such a minute is
not on record. ‘These young men never appear-
‘cd before the Presbytery. They never sought
«id from us. Iam not aware that any member
of Presbytery, except myself, ever saw either of
them, or took any interestin them. The minute
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as ahove, discovered by the Synod for the Island
Presbytery in their records, is the only one thug
has any reference to them. It contuins no prome
ise from the Island Presbytery. It is simplyta
respectful request to the Picton Presbytery,
through W. Gordon, Esq., for some aid for the
young men; and at the same time yeminds Pics
ton Preshytery of what was stated when theYoung
Men’s scheme was originated in Pictou. Thiy
reyuest wes made, at my suggestion, hy the !slm{l
Preshytery, when it aat in Georgetown, aftet
these young men 1ad entered the classes, when
I ascertained that one of themn had not sutlicient
means to bring him through that session. Until
some surmises were thrown out in last Synod, 1
never heard that any one evet supposcd that the
Island Presbytery was under promise to them.
‘The very opposite appears to be, the fuci; for
next winter after the expenses had been incur-
red, two students from Nova Scotin in Queen's
College, wrote a letter to mea=which is still in
my possessions=in which they write jointly as
follows : that “they intended to défray the ex»
penscs incurred by making a collection among
the students, but that as students hud enough to
do for themselves, one of the professors—who
took a lively interest In the deceused from first—
thought it would bé a better way for us tb try to
sce first if it could be procured from the Synod.”
This surely does not indicate that they consider-
ed dny onc under the shadow of a promise to des
fray expenses. The impression seems to have
been that as he had gone from the bounds of the
Synod, that we might be prevailed npon to pay
it. As such (and for their own worth) I considered
that we ought to huve taken a special interest in
them. After repeated solicitations had been sent
to our Synod from Canada to pay their expenses,
I wished to do so. When it came up hefere our
Synod, ¥ offered to pay mare than a double share
ofit. T regret verv much that these young men
tiaould be thus Lrought before the public. It
must be very unpleasant to the_ friends of the
much lamented deceased. It surely manifests a
want of good feeling to do so, and that for no
other conceivable object than to implicate ano-
ther. Ifitwas to be paid, why not have done so
at once by private subscriptions, or otherwise,
and have done with it.

But, pray. who conveys the tidings from thé
Synod with whi¢h this “Islander” rushes into
the press, to accuse one party and to pats so high
a eulogium on the other—* thacthe assertions of
those now in the Presbytery were perfectly cor-
rect.”” Who could have done 0 but those who
receive the * commendation” # Really thismust
be edifying to those acquainted with their ““vag-
aries.”” And yet is it not a curious fact, that the
Synod requires, year after year, to search the re-
cords of that Presbytery for these accurate mems
bers, fo shew them what their own records con:
tain? Atthe previous Syhod their minutes had
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to e searched for them, to Tet them see——what
they ought ta have known otherwise—~that their
probationer did not fulfil his appoivtment. Yet
ufter belag instructed to be more faithful in look-
ing after their trust, is it not a serieus reflection
that the Govérnor of the Island had to report to
the proper gutharities at home the notorious con-
duct of this person, while ~wmder their control,—
while a due regard to thrir duty might have
avoided that necessity.  “I'he Jare valuable acces-
sion to that Proshytery leads us to entertain
hopes of better things in future,
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have appeared in the Record, calenlated to
give a moment's annoyance to Mr, McKay or
any member,of our Church, With regavd
to the'statement abotit the Island Presbytery
we knbw literally nothing of the bircumstan-
ces alluded to. We thought however, at the
time our Correspondent’s notice of that Pres-
byters: objectionable, and intended to draw
car pen through the_parvagraph alluding to
“yagaries,” bur somehow it cseaped our no-
tice till beyond recall. For our part, if wo
understand  the matter properly, we do not
; think that there was any thing connected

Your correspo=dent, morcover, boasts “very | with the Students deserving of blame to any
largely™ of the congregations there heing so in- | party, and least of all to Mr. McKay, wha
dependent. Tam truly glad to know that they , prompted by the highest feelings, very pro-
are in a flourisking coudition. Bu* ought it noy | perly brought the case to the notice'. of t}w
to he rememhered with gratitude, fhat it was the ! Prc:‘.b}'te‘ry, f“}' t}“} purpos: 0? seeuring for
cfforts of former mewbers of Preshytery that  them a litile aid. That this aid was not ex-

raised the cangregations to their present &tate of
efliciency. and prepared comfortahle munses for
the reception of their successors. This ought, of
itself, to mitigate the zeal of the acenser, who
groundleasly brings an acensation against “mem-
hers who da not now belong to the Preshytery.”
I am sureno genuine “Islauder” can sympathize
with his diligence. .

Now, Mr. Editor, pennit me to say that I am
surprised that vau should give place to suel in-
sinuations in the Recard, from corvespondoents,
without signature or proaf, or any _gonceir:lblc
good in view. T am sure it must’be quite oppos-
ed to your own better judgment—sceing that the
Record is conducted with so much prudence and
avility in other respects. There is surely suffi-
ciom"_r;:asnn for rejecting such communications,
when the writer has not the honesty to give his

tended at the time, was owing, if we mistakn

not, o a fact not very creditable to us asa
i Chureh, viz,, that the ‘Ureasurer’s exchequer
; was empty. It isa{ little hard perhaps for an
i editor, to he made respousible for every thing
vwritten by a Correspondent,—and equally
, difficult to find out and reject ar all times,
y what may be ealeulated to convey an ervone-
yous impression. To obviate this in part,
csome papers invariably head their Corres.
| pondence column with “\We do not hold

ourselves reaponsihle for the opinions exprec.
| sed by Corvespondants”  We searcely think
"this obviates the diffienlty, and besides we
1 consider it not the least important part of an
i editor’s duty to exclude all improper, or inju.

dicious matter even fromn Corvespondents.

Pernaps the plan said to have been adoptel
1 by the wife of the celebrated Dr. Chalmers,
; wonld answer better. That excellent Lady,

owy signatere.  Certainly the Chureh Record s shortly after her hushand’s settlement, fuund
not the place for them.  Who ever heard, before | herself being made the unwilling confidential
this, of an accusation directed against a minister | depasitary of the foibles and faiings of Mys.
of our Church appearing in her aceredited Record  'This and Miss So-and-So all over the parish.
withont the sanction of a Church Court 3 4 Now mind you,” said Mfs. C in her plea.
‘I'his is not the first time I have had reason ta | 80t decisive,way to her fair fne}}ds, “ \\'h:lt;
compluin. A very unfafr and extra-judicial re- ever You say about Mrs. "T I t:}g ]"i'."‘l
proof is aimed at me and my congregation in the :::\(\11nﬂ‘“e\i::t?:ig“ce::sc(‘d‘mi‘\st f«rg?ltrale‘:‘!;:
{ all the articles in the Record are without the
| author's name, and we helieve, are thus cal-
| culated to have au the whole a better effect,
o " { than if the opposite plan were followed, but
time .""d less inclination to notice such commu, jit would perhaps impose n wholesome res
vications ; but having Yeen so unfaily deult | straint—(of course we speak in general
with, T trust you will see it but secoud-hand jus- : terms) were the writer to know, that in case
tice to adwit my defonce. Had these officions | his statement or any part of it gave offense,
persons exercised better zeal within their own | he would he handed over to the offended
sphere, they would find less time to interfere | paty, to defend himself n propria persona.
with others j=-and for no other reason, that I can ¢ it is our earnest desire ff’ keep the Record
imagine, unless that T endenvor to build up our ; free altogether from individual allusions, edveu
Churceh, to the utmost of my ability, in strict ac. » ",: the u:‘ii:no‘t'i'?fe‘;m:;‘e\‘z :(I"e’!).&‘;:",’g:;“;glt ’:
qu Soire? ) give B
cordanee with her sonstitution. : %\isehge\'ous ope, though \\'elda{'esay often
I a.., very faithfully, yours, . ith ’h intenti .
ALEsaxNpEL MKy } made with no such intention, "
* v With regard to the letter of < Islander,
| Mr. McKay .seems to think it not impossible

‘We regret extremely that any thing should  that it may kave been written arjuspived by a

Augast number of the Record, by a very officious
person. I shall direct nttention to it in a future
number. Were it nnt for such repeated attacks,
¥ should not take time to reply. I find little
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member of his former Presbytery. In order to
remove future misapprehensions, and prevent
this disagrecable subject coming up again
from another quarter, we heg to ‘nssure
him, that such 1s not the case, and so farat
Jeast as we know, neither of these gentlemen
was aware of its existence, till they saw it in
the Record. Of this, atall eveuts, we are
certain, that the writer of the note in ques-
tion, whatever its merits or demerits, enter-
tains no feelings but those of sincere frientl-
ship and vegard for the Ministey of Gairloch
and Sult-Springs,

ot () ™

T FALL,

In the poem eutitled the ¢ Raven,” the au-
thar selected the word nevermore, for the re.
frain, because of its melancholy sound.
Another writer chooses gone, as moreg’ expres-
sive of saduess, This feelingis so common
in the world, that sounds of wail may easily
be detected in many words, accerding just to
the complexion of our own minds, sorrow ob-
scures all things, and covers them with mourn
ing weeds, Nevertheless there are a few
words whieh, from assoeiation or souud, or
both, strike the ear sadly. .

Liternity awakens uneasy thoughts of end-
Jess space and duration, whieh to one accus-
tomed to-reflection, would be altogether in-
supportile,* hence we find among the first
fruits of godliness, repentance, including sor-
row as one of its features. When the mind
is seriously turned, for the first time, to con-
sidevations of apother world, a degree of me-
janchely is invariably the first result.  Forest,
nlso, perhaps on account of its assaciations—

expanse and solitude, gives the mind a grave
and subdued east,

But of all the words in the Euglish lan-
raage, Flull is, in oyr opinion, the most cheer-
ess ; and were this the only name of the sea-

son to which it is applied, we think our natu.
ral gravity, shady as it is, would be more
pensive stitl.  We take the name as deserip-
tive of a part ouly of the season, and as sug-
restive of seriousness and grave concern,
The other part we will take up first, as we
find it in the old Saxon name of Jlwrvest,
while attempting to lead the thoughts of our
readers throygh a few meditations on this
seuson of the year,

In this month there is much to juspire
gladuess, and mych), also, to produge saduess,
Among all nations the Harvest-Home is the
wecasjon of mirth and mercy-making, Awmong
the Jews, the * joy of harvest” passed into a
roverb. Now!’nere was it kept more joyouse
‘y than in our own dear Fatherlind. 'Who
that heard can ever forget the stirring swell
of the reapers’ song, rousing the slumbering
L i ae o d

¢ Without some countgrhalance

. of promises
214 faith, P
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echoes of the distant hill! 1lonest emula.
tion and gleesome uirs lent pleasure to toil;
and when all was over, when the last sheaf
was housed, none but churlish souls conid’
damp the general joy. 1f we turn from the
Oid to the New World, the contrast is strik~
ing. Here we look in vain for—we will not
sy, the # foaming tankard and the smoking
sirloin,” or the famous Suron—the ordinary
festivities of the Ilarvest- Home.

Perhaps we huve not yet got over the
home sickness ; or perhaps we are wiser than
our fathers, and moralize on their recreatious,
shaking our heads, and expunging from our
vocabulnry the Lareest and substituting the
fall; pechaps our covetousness is the cause,
failing to see any eause of thanksgiving in the
productions of the vear: or perhaps we are
wise above what is written— Thou shalt
,eat hetore the Lord thy Ged, and thou shalt
rejoics, thon, and thy household.”

Increase, when it refers to gain, is always
pleasing, We read of the inerease of the
bread and the fishes in the miracles, with be-
coming wonder ; but in the annual return of
the Fall, we see a similar exhibition of divine
power aud goodness, ‘The five luaves among

hithe five thousand is a more striking, but not

a more certain, proof of God's bLuneficence,
than tie yearly increase of seed cast into the
ground, ‘Lhe’ingrease of the one was instans
taneous, that of the other is slow, and that is
ull the diffierence, How liberal is mother
earth! lo her we commit the grain-—our
best eartnly tregsure, and we receive back
amazing returns,  We ladge our cereal wealth
as in 8 bank, ynd we draw, at the most mo.
derate galculatiun, a thousand per cent. per
annum. ‘Lhink of this, ve murraurers of the
soil I aud consider which, should this bank
suspend payment, would be the insolvem,
and which the ereditor.  For about six thou-
sanl years has this earth sustained its inhab~
itants, yieldwg jts produce in proportion, not
to what was sown by the few, but required
by the million, God’s sun and pain fertilize
the earth, and ripen the grain, setting us, as
He always does, the example, and giving—
let us call it at present, our viwn with usury,
although we seldom accord to Him the praise,
or think of the return He lovks for, and will
demand hereafter, for all the talents commit-
ted to as.

The Fall is in ijtself 2 heantiful season,
The vayious hues of the forest delight the
eyve and tranquilize the mind, ‘The trees,
before retiring to their wintry sleep, dou theie
fairest yobes, What pen ¢an describe the
gorgeous drgpery of the autumnal year ? What
pencil can vie with nature?  Bright without
ostentation—~brilliant without glare, is the ad+
mirable character of the scene all around,
Colors blend und commingle. Kach is merged
in each, and the united effect is a glory tar
above the costliest equipage of man, It is
beautify) to see the blossom on the tree ; it
is morg so to see the fruit bending every
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hough, There is pleasure in hope, but ecs-
tasy in fruition. Let us strive for maturity,
from the blade to the ear and the full cornin
the ear.

In the glowing tints of autumn read na-
ture’s homily. Behold! O mwy soul, the fair
attire of the grove, ere it sheds to dust its
many-coloured leaves,  Tu the evening of thy
mortal day, shew to the world, for the honour
of the Great King, thine embroidered robes,
and like the setting sun, leave, when resign-
ing thy tabernable of clay, the brightest glow
hehind thee !

Let us, if we please, like nature in her ev-
ening dress, adorn ourselves, hut not for wan-
ton show. Tur from us be the demure looks
of the censor of all fushiuns, who thinks it
his duty to frame laws for tailors and milli-
ners, as well as lectures for their customers.
‘I'ne landscape hoth in Spring and Fall is the
hest teacher and model for those whose am-
bition is chaste naturalness and soher cos-
tume. And if the fairest array of bounty and
Leauty can toueh our hard hearts, let us re-
joice at this season—the crown and coronal
of the year, and.worship its Sovereign Lord.

But this season is fitted, also, to produce
seriousness and grave concern, It is the sea-
son of decay and death-like change—of warn-
ings and apprehensions. Alas ! how contig-
uous are beanty and deformity, health and
decline, life and death!
¢ ‘I'his is the state of man : To-day he puts forth

The tender leaves of hope ; to-morrow hlossoms,

And bears his blushing honors thick upon him.

‘I'ie third day eomes a frost~n killing frost.
And—when he thinks,good easy man,full surely
His greutness is a ripening—nips his frait,

Andthenhefalls,. . ., ~;» »

% While autuma, nodding o'er the yellow
plain, comes jovial on,” the change is near
from burning heat to bwaing cold; and
Frigar writ, once a Latin puzzle, iz, then, no
longer so, for the frost which binds everything
else, solves the school-boy’s doabts.” Few
there are who like a change for its own rake.
Inceed it is guestionable whether any can be
enamoured of it. We seck a change gene-
raliy, if not always from necessity, not from
choice. At all events, it is certain that we
depreciate a change from comfort to its oppo-
site, from the genial warmth of summer to
the icy cold of winter. Souverse are we our-
selves to change, that & re-arrangement of
our furniture creates a temporary gloam.
We try to avoid both lesser and greater
changes, but in vain, It spite of us, grey
hairs will grizele the well-kempt locks—our
sons and daughters will leave us, and winter
treads on the heels of the Fall : and ¢ the
clouds will return after the rain.”

‘I'he Fall is an emblem of death, the great-
est change of all. Teaves fall in showers,
flowers wither aud die, aud death, which is
always busy, is busiest now. ickles and
sey thes cut down the eorn.  Another veaper
is mowing a plemtiful crop o human lives,

-
{

1 at the good pleasure: of the Great Hushand-
man; and soon wili his commission he en-
larged, and his task completed. That dav
is fast approaching whén the angel will erv
with a loud veice, © Thrast in thy sickle and
veap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe,”
When. now, we sve evervthing in a transition
state, hirds of passage pluming thoir wings,
and going on their yearly migreation, the
green woods, now sere and dried np, casting
off their luxuriant foliage, like ships in storwy
weather, the better to ride out the fury of
the elements, and the sun himself on the oth-
er side of the equinox. it is our comfort that
we have a friend who “is the same to-day,
vesterday, and forever” When all things
are fuding away, and there are sevious appre-
hensions and leave-takings on every hand.
; how precious is unchangeable truth ! Stand-
ing on this rock, we may behold the shifting
seene, as from a higher region where all is
fixed, and enjoy the peace of ancient saints,
who, in the midst of such mutations as these,
found their ouly consolation in the unchange-
ubleness of God's word. ¢ For all flesh is as
grass, and all the glory of man as the flower
of the grass; the grass withereth, and the
flower thereof falleth away, but the word of
the Lord endureth for ever,”

The Fall has changed the face of the earth.
Everything obeys the mandate of the Mast
High, 'The earth yields her inerease at Jlis
command. At His command comes the early
i and the latter rain, 1e has commanded you,
| season wfter season, to believe and be saved.
j Are you still unchanged? If so, you have
much cause to mourn, and feel the depresss
ing influence of the Fall, and exclaim, in
heartfalt sorvow, *‘I'he harvest is pas, the
summer is ended, but we are not saved.”

(FROM OUR NEW BRUNSWICS CORRESPON=
DENT.)

You will probably have seen some accounts
of our Exhibition. It seems to have passed,
off remarkably well. It is sail that there
were no less than 15,000 present from differ-
ent parts of the province.  Fach of the coun
ties seems to have heen well represented
and the specimens exhibited in all the differ-
erent branches of industry, were such as am-
ply to })rove the agricultural capabilities and
mineral resources of the countey, as well as
to place at a very high figure the enterprise.
skill and intelligence of our farmers, mani-
factures and artizans, No better impression
could we convey to the mother country, of
the variety and value of our natural products,
or of the strides which we have already, miude
in civilization, and in all those arts which
tend to promote the gomfort and conveiences
of life, than just by wansporting bodily the
various articles which compnsed ‘this exhibi-

tion; and doubtless the specimens which
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wifl by seleetdd from it to grace” the Great
Landon Exhibition, will' do much towards
vemoviug the erroneous impressions which
uur Cateymess at home have recvived vee
parding our provinee, and of atteacting them
to it ux u desitable place of vesidence, e
only matter of vegret about the Hxhibition
was the place in_ which it wis held,  Sussex
Vale, ux_most of your veaders nre awave, is
on the line of railroad which conneets St,
Juhn with Shedine Bay, heing aboutshall way
hetween St Juhn und Mancton, It i per-
haps one of the most lovedy and ferrile vals
levs in the province, and in jtself well adapt-
ed for the purpose, but nnfostunately, beieg
so far removed from St. Johu (ahout 45
miles) or from any large town, it wus fmpos.
sibfe that so great a concourse of promje
couhd be acenmmadated, and tho greater part
requived to travel each evening to 8t, John in
search of lodgings greatdy to the detriment
of person and purse,

Hiz Excellency the Lieutenant Governor
presided on this oceasion, and took u deep
interest in its proecedings. . It is probubly
ameng is-las” publiec appenrances, as he is
shartly to be suceeeded by the Hono My,
Gordun, a son of the Earl of Aberdeed!
His Exeelleney will be mueh regrer 2d, as
his conduct, while Governur of this Provinee,
has heen such os 1o win for him the respeet
of all clusses.

T daresay you have heen ‘more than sur.
prised at the estraordinary ebullition of wrath
with which the decision of our Svnod on the
subject of Union las been veecived by our
Free Chureh boethren, . What al this means
weare at a loss to anderdtand, unless it is
that they expected to make some extraordi-
nary gutn ont of the Union, and arve disan-
puiitted that thewr pet scheme has bren thus
eruedly frusteated. We fear thar Mr. Bene
net’s professions of patsintism and disjner
estedness are pot quite. what he represents
them, und perhiaps, if all  ere known.. that
havkering Wter siatus and after the loaves
aud fishes, which he is so anxious to hay ta
the charge af the opposite party, is quite as
Keen with them as with us,

The wioale of Mr. Bennet’s remarks ace

- founded on o fulse assweaption,  We suspect

this is 4 chavacieristic of Irish logie, for we-

have notieed the same thing wore than once
in the writings of some of Alr. Beanet’s con-
freves who figure prenty often in the Columial
Preshyterian,  Mr. Bennet takes it for grant-
vil, and repeats the statemens over and over,
that aur Synad had virwmialle shelved the sub.
Jeet of Union,  Having thus thrown glamour

1u kis readers” eyes, he gets up a fine stoey

ahout the inconsisteney and disingennousness
of suid Synod, waking out that they have
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Mr. Bonunt hac uot, in iy opinion, hoteay
el o very faiv or antiable spirit in dissectin,
so minutely, spesches which ware nevee meas.
ta he published, and which, not betag whtit,
patedd, convey, in as fow and wengarnish
terms us possible,tis hastily-eallected though
of each gentleman at the moment,  They ceu
tainly were never niennt to grace the colume
' of the Colonial Prestyteriun, and,probabl
had they had more e tensions to the nama
of speeches, they would not so rendily have
fonnd w pluce theroo The party might at
feast huve denlt fairly with as, and sent o ve-
porter win would not make us say the vere
Popposite of what we did suy, us was at Jenst
{ done in one ease. as T ean porsonally testify
+ As both Mr, Bennet and Me, Elder seen
anxious ta know what are our reasons for no
leaping at once into the marviage halter, i
may be ns well to enlighten them,  One prin-
cipal reason, I helieve, is, that we are attach
e({ to our old wmother and are unwilling t
{legve her, the mare so as we believe that witl
i all her faults she hus heen unjustly maligned.
We are unwilling to forego connection with
her If we ean possibly aveid i, We have
never soen any 1cason to lenve her.  We he.
tlieve that so far from our heing chargeab!

with the sin of schism by unt yet havin
{ jvined the other purty, as Mr. Beunet insin

nates, the charge is all the other way, and w

iare realiv surprived at the effrontery wit

vwhich Me, Bennet makes this statemen
t Ancther renson is, that we have not as yt

‘that confidence in the other pmity whici
+would make a Union with them in the mean-
time desirable, and I suspect all diseerning
tmen who*have been witiess of the sudden
thurst of fury to which they have recently
sgiven vent—nobody knows for what—will
tallow thap ve were wise to paase hefore cul-
ttivitinge oo clase a relationship with such
tamen,  Mr. Bennet is much mistaken if b
thinks he will advance his cause hy a steais
of anamiable <uive, well envugh in a politi
cian, bat certainly ost unbecoming in :
¢ ehrixtian pastor.

Be the way, Mr. Bennet betrays his usun
ogieal agumen by his lenrned definition
the teem % palitical™ as used by the Rev, Dt
« Dnuald, which every sehinol-hoy knows means,
in the Jips, especially, of a clergyman, any

thing eonnected with civil government.

I am unwilling to detain your readers long-
er, but My, Bennet’s remarks o the Cardross
sase, which, as usual, give a fulse represent-
i ation of the wmatter, and place us in a false

point of view, xbould not be allowed to pass
sumnoticed,  Mr. Bennet resolvés the whole
afuir into some stight techuieal frregularity
of which the Free Chnreh Assembly had bees
guilty; whereas, i [ understand the case

retreated from their position,  Now, I confess + asigiit, it involves n most essential rule in aly
3 am astonished at My, Bennet, for I never ; Presbyterian Courts, vizo: that a superiop
saw aur Synod go s far as they did on the Court cannot take up anew what there hng
aceasion of its last sitting—a great deal fur-: heen no difference abont in an inferior Court

ther, I confess, than I was dis osed to go. | and from which, therulore, there has been no
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appeal.  This rule is founded on justice, for
it s only reasonable to suppose that the ine
ferior or local Court will huve better meana
of kuowing all the circumstances of the cuse
than a superior Court can, and it is only when
a party feels aggrieved, o there 1s a differ-
_ence of opinion, that, for the suke of securing
the ends of justice, the superior Court takes
the matter up. Now, how stands the Car-
drosscase ? ‘There were,as Mr, Bennet says,
three counts, * the first two charging M,
Macmillan with specific acts of intemper-
ance, and the third with making eriminal
udvances to a married woman. ”  The
Presbytery, Mr. Beanet says, found the
first count nut proveu, the sccond proven
with a slight exception, the thivd also proven
with the exception of certain words!?  What
Mr. Bennet means by the second being pro-
ven with .a slight exception, we kuow not,
but the reader may judge of Mr. Bennet's
ignorance of the case, for I will not suppose
him guilty of dishcnesty, when we mention
that the certain words with the exception of
which the third count was proven, amounted
to this very important difference, between
what he was accused of, and the decision of
the Presbytery, viz., thut thay only found him
awanting in prudence. Theaucused wus not
satisfied even with this, and appealed to the
Synod from this sentence of the Presbytery,
in regard to thetwo last counts. The Synod
found these not proven, so that at this stage
Mr. Macmillau stood guiltless of any charge,
Some of the Members of Presbytery, how-
ever appealed from the decision of the Synod,
in regard to these counts to the General As-
sembly, and this court instead of sitting in
Jjudgment on what was lefore it, took up the
case anew, and found him guilty of all the
counts, even of the criminal advances with
which the other two courts hud never dreamt
of charging him.  Doubtless the Free Church
leaders would pot have the nuude of their
pure church tarnished by one who hud the
most distant suspicion attached to him being
permitted tocontinue in eonnection with their
body ; but are they to be permiited to commit
an uct of high-handed injustice, simply that
they may have a fair numne amongthe Church-
es of the earth! Wauld not this be to do evil
that good may come? Let usdo justly what
ever be the conseguence. « Fiat justitia,
ruat coelum.”

[} S—

CONVERSATION BETWLEEN DUNCAN AND THE
ELDER,

Duncan—~1 am rejoiced to see you, I
thought you had forgottenus, Why, it is a
Jong time siuce vou called this way, We
wonld like to see the Elder and the Minister
nuch more frequently than we do,.  'We have
need of such visits. ‘There are many things
we require to know, and many questions we
might ask, during & friendly visit, that we

cannot expect to hear explained in 2 setmon.

' But I am not going to find fault. I know

that Elders and Ministers, have much to do,
und that they cannot be often on visits to
any one familv. But, indeed, I was longin;s
to see you. ‘Lhe conversation we had the last
time you called, regurding the obligations
which rest on all of us to exert oursolves
more diligently than we have done, did me, 1
trust, much good, I had no idea thint s uni-
ted effort and « very small shave of self-de-
nial, on the part of all, would amount to any
thing of much importance. ‘The truth is, and
I suppose it is the ease with multitudes as
well as with myself, I never seriously consi-
dered the matter.  With sorrow Lown it, 1
thought that if I paid my own minister’s sti-
pend, I did the whole of my duty in the way
of contributions ; and when 1 heard or read
of other claims, to which christians were
bound to attend, I satisfied myself taat we
were too poor and too weak, and hal too ma-
ny difficulties in our"way, to do any thing
worth speaking of to aid in extending the
blessings of the gospel, But when you told
me, and proved it too, that the adherents of
our Church, in the county of Yicton alone,
could ensily contrihute £1500 yearly, I felt
and was alarmed at the guilt under which we
lie.

Elder.~It gives me indeed much pleasure
to hear the remarks you have made.  What-
ever leads any of us seriously to reflect on
the responsibilities which rest upon us, as
disciples of Christ, will, I trust, be attended
with some benefit. 1cis the want of scrious
rellection, on the part of professing christians,
that certainly forms one of the great nindmn-
ces to the progress of our Redeemers king-
dom. By notenquiring carelully, they con-
tinue ignorant of what they might be able to
accomplish., They take for granted that, in
their circumstaness, it would be Impossible.
to do anything bevond sustaining the ordi-
nances for themselves and families, and hence
their eare aund their anxiety ‘extend ouly to
their own wants. Alas! what the Apostle
complains of is still too much the case, that,
¢ all seek their own, not the things which are
Jesus Christ’s.”  If all who profess to have
comaitted their souls into His hands were
concerned for the promotion of His glory—
did they but feel the same anxiety in this,
they feel for the advancement of their own
worldly purposes, speedily would His word
run to the remotest land, and would the glad
tidings of salvation cheer every dwelling of
man. ‘The remarks you have just now made
are very gratifving to me, both because they-
shew that the few simple facts I stated to you
in the conversation to. which you refer, had 2
good effect on your own mind, and because
they also lead me to hope that the backward-
ness which may be so truly charged on our
people, is not avholly the result of indiffer-
ence on their part, but the resalt, rather, of
want of due consideration, and, consequently,
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of ignorance of what they might accomplish
were they earnestly to make a united and
persevering effort. Taking our people, in
their average circumatances, and what would
you’ think, of the amount of self-denial re.
quired for an effort that would tax individu.
als only half-a-dollar a-year? Less than that
catd not deserve the name of an effort, and
vet you hear the large sum it would realize,
I am far from supposing that to be the ntmost
we could do. I entertsin no doubt hut a
much larger amount could be secured were o
proper system established, and right measuves
adopted for carrying such a system into ef-
tect,

‘Duncan.-—We have had our dark and
dreary days, and we have all been too cold in
the cause of Christ. I trust a better day is
about to dawn upon us. We have much reason
10 grieve for thepast, Alas! what might we
not have done had we felt and acted with the
sune zeal and spirit in the cause of our bless-
ell Lord, that we uniformly displayed when
matters of a political nature claimed our at-
tention. I remember, with szame, the man-
ner in which I treated you when you first
called on e for my contribution of half-a-
dollur for tiie Lay Association. Ispoke a¥ if
1 had reason to ‘suspect that you had some
selfish end in view. I'thank God that I now
view these things differently. ‘The conversa-
tion you kad then with me led me to contrast
my geal for the cause of Christ with the feel-
ings which I entertained regarding worldly
ohjects. I was led to osk myself, why did I
not fteel an equal, aye, an unspeakably great-
er anxiety and greater willingness to exert
my entergy to secure the success of Christ’s
kingdom, than I had Leen aceustomed to feel
in order to secure a political ohject, and the

triumph of the party to which I belong. The |

answer wus so clear that I could not shut my
eves toit. 1 felt compelled to acknowledge
that the renson must be, that I was identified
with the one, heart and soul, while, with re-
gard to the other, T was merely a spectator,
looking on at a distance.

Llder.~Such feelings as you speak of are,
alas! the feelings which largely prevail.
There are too many iu christian communities
who, instead of being concerned for the glory
of Cirrist, and anxious to know in what way
theg' can most successfully promote it, would
e better pleased to he Jet alone, and not hear
anything which would remind them that, if
followers of Christ, they must not only pray,
hut labor, for the prosperity of His cause.
If Christ were only to receive the same atten-
tion that is ungrudgingly given to the wirld,
und were His professed people as ready t¢) fol-
low Him as they are to exert themselves in
worldly things, then would the kingdoms of
this world soon be His. How very glad do
meu feel when informed of some new plan,
or enterprise, or speculation, by which there
isa certainty of increasing their gains and
bettering their porition; but, when assured
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that their labors will be aceepted of God, and.
rendered the means of promoting His glory,
instead of heing glad and thankful, the pain-
ful truth §s in  many cases too evident,
that they would ohject if they could, and in.
stend of being glad to see a solemn duty
pointed out, they are almost displeased at
what they hear, and at the individual who
wishes to impress the matter on their atten-
tion. You have, my dear friend, reason to
thank God, who has given you to sce that
the profession of religion is and must be
worthless, that creates not zeal and willing-
ness in the cause of Christ.

Duncan.—1 have often thought, since I saw
vou last, of the need there is of employing
means to enlighten our people regarding this
matter. 1f it be true that it is a privilege, as
well as an incumbent duty, to give, as we are
able, of our means for aiding the cause of
Christ, T would suppose it would not bhe im-
possible to convince all professing christians
of its being so, and were they once convinced
of that, there would surely be no longer any
unwillingness seen in the matter, Why are
we behiznd our neighbors in this respect ? 1
am not willing to believe it is owing to our
people being Jess disposed to do their part, if
vight views on the subject were clearly laid
before them.

Elder.~I am ratisfied you are perfectly
; right in what vou sayv, 'The backwardness of
; which we complain arises in part, if not-chief-
1y, from the fact that they read so little, and
consequently know so little, of what is done
by others, \Vere they but to see the exer-
tions that are made by the christians of ather
Jands, and the rich blessings which these ex-
- ertions bring down from heaven on themselves
; and families, they could no longer doubt of
its being a privilege of the most valuable na-
ture to he invited to mid, by their means, as
well as by their prayers, the work of Christ.
Never was there an instance of a community
or an iudividual who was made the poorer by
what was contributed for this purpose. The
very opposite of that is the fact, T'he more
liberally men have given of their meens, the
more even their worldly circumstances have
been enviched. Did all professing christians
know this to be a certain truth, and were
they, together with that, to see the condition
of the poor perishing millions whose misery
eries so Joudly for help, I do not helieve they
would be heard to grudge when appealed to.
To attain this object, it is evident that oun
people must be induced to read aund kunaw
what the Churches of Christ are doing. Un-
til this is so, we cannot expect to find them
intgrested in the great work assigned to the
disciples of Christ. If we wish our children
to grow up the pious, zezlous and willing
servants of Christ, we must induce them to
; read, as much as possible, of the efforts put

forth by the Church of Christ, and the success
‘which attends these efforts. And in order
{ that parents may be disposed earnestly to at-
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tend to this, they must be first interested
themselves, and feel the importance of the
object, and this can be looked for only in one
wuy—viz. z by theiv being indueed to enquire
and read.

Duncan~1T always thought i€ ¥ read my

Bible, and ¢wgbt my children to do so, I did |

all that my duty to myself and to them de-
manded of me, in the way of reading,
Elder.~"The Bible is indeed the Book of
hooks, It is the vevelation of Gud’s will to
mail, As such it wmust be loved and prized
and read above all others. But vou know
that the Bible does not tell you what the ser-
ants of Christ are doing in the different
nrte of the world.  Just in proportion as you
ove the Bible, and prize the salvation there
revealed, must you desire to hear wiat re~
<ception its teuths receive, and what effects they
produce among the nations and the tribes
that are living in davkness,  Surelv in pro-
portion to your love to Christ, will ke yvour
gladness in hearing that songs of praise are
ascending to Him from the dark placus ot the
earth, where but lately the howlings of idol-
atry and the groans of oppression aud vio-
lence alone were keard.  Now, you ean learn
4l this only by enquiring in the religious and
missionary intelligence, issued by the pardes
ergaged in this blessed work, Thus you will
see that if we wish our peaple to grow in
zeal and liberality, we must use all possible
meaus tw create in them a desire to know
hoth the difficulties which attend the progress
of Christ's kingdom, and also the triumphs
which have been and are being achieved.
Duncan~T cannot deny one word of what
you say ; hut if the liberality and the zeal of
our people must depend ou their hecoming
juclined to read, and their subseri. ing for
missionary papers and periodiculs, I fear the
case is hopeless, at leust in my day. Could
not the ministers give them all the infurma-
tion that is necessury ?  The people imagine
that if they have Bibles in their houses und
ministers in their pulpits, they can do well
£nough and be very good christians,
Lilder.—~So indeed they ought, with these
privileges, be good christians, and ready for
every good work. But I hope I need not tell
you that one effect which always results from
the Bible in the house and the minister in the
pulpit, when the blessing of God is enjoyed,
1s a deep interest in the cause of Christ. L'he
Bible and the Pulpit, when thus blessed, will
invarably send men to enquire kow the work
of Chris .1s prospering, and if they themseives
can do anything to accelerate its progress in
the world. So true is this, that wherever
that result does not follow, there assuredly
the word and ordinances do not benefit; for
Jjust us soun as the truth of God savingly in-
Hluences the heart, there is felt the carnest de-
sire to communicate that truth to every fel-
Jow-man. Certain it is, that the man who
has seen and felt the wauts aud the misery of
bis own soyl, will deeply sympathize with his
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brethren who are vet, as he formerly was,
witheut God and without hope in the world.
Sympathy with our fellow-men, when we be-
hold them in suffering, or in circumstances of
imminent peril, is a feeling very strongly im-
planted in our nature,—so tuch so, that
were we to meet a man utterly destitute of it,
we would regard him as « monster.  Scarcely
has there been seen, in the shape of man, the
individuad ¢hat eould stand by and look on a
fellow-creature in great agony and feel no
sympathy, nor any desire to relieve, if it we'r
possible. We feel in this way in the presence
of bodily pain, and when we see another i
distress of Yody or mind, and we do so be-
cause we know, from our own experience,
with what difficulty bodily pains or mental
anguish ean be endured.  Now, why is it that
professing christians do not feel at least the
sume sympathy for the immortal epirit. "That
spirit iy wounded and in pain. It is dying;
and if ignorant of Christ, to die is to perish
eternally. ‘They profess to believe the Bible,
and what can gioxe compassion and sympa-
thy if the description there given of the con-
dition of the unpardoned soul, and the hor-
rors into which it is about to sink, fail to do
it? Mow, then, ean it be accounted for, that
the professed followers of Christ can see their
brethren, in wmultitudes, perishing, and not
gricve and mourn and be in anguaish. The
only explanation that can be given is a pain-
fal ane, and that is, that these men, though
professing religion, never experienced its en-
lightening and saving vower. They never
vet felt and grieved over the plague of their
own hearts, nor have they had aright view
of the value of the soul, nor of the miseries
and perils to which sin has exposed it. It is
in vain that men speak of their Bibles and
their love for the truth, who do not sincerely
wish that all others should know that truth,
and pave the blessing of God with it, and thus
obtain deliverance and peace and safety from
eternal wrath. The man who has benefitted
by the means of grace himself, is, and must
be, desirous to confer that benefit on other
men; and just in proportion to the sincerity
of this desire will be his anxiety and longing
to hear and know what is being done by the
Church of Christ, and what success attends
the labors bestowed. lence you see it is
evident that the mau who truly loves his Bi-
ble will carefully peruse all the records of
missionary labors. -

Duncan—Well, [ confess I never thought
of that before, but from what you say it seems
so vlain that 1 wonder how it could have es-
caped my attention. T hear that our Synod
have resolved, this year, to make an attempt
to establish a Foreign Mission Scheme. What
do vou think of the movement ?

Ilder—~My dear friend, I am sorry that
my time will not permit me to stay longer
with you to-day, otherwise I should be glad
to give you my views of that movement and

the duty of our people regarding it. I hops
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i eall again hefore the end of thé month, and !
wet ahall converse aboutsit,

Duncen. 1 am sorvy vour stay is =0 shae,
I am thankfuf vou eallel.  Your conversation
aill keep me thinking for some days,  Goad-
Lf—aud God bless and reward you for your |
Lind visit,

.

o

THE RECORD. .

“We would heg the espeeial attention of our
readers to the few words we now lay hefore

THE MONTHULY RiCORD OF TUL CUURCH OF SCOTLAND

ery minister within the hounds, This visita.
tion will be made some time before the expiry
of the resent sear; of which due notice wit
be given,  We would ask, and are copviticed

"that we will not ask in vain, that all the other

Preshyteries in the three Provinces would
adopt the same or such plan as they may
consider most likely to efiect the desired ob-
ject. Upon the Preshytery of Halifax we
wauld press our claim with special urgency.

“In that Preshytery our circulation at presém

is very small; imisunderstandings existed

" which we trust have non been entirely clear-

ed away, and we now hope for the adive
sympathy und support  of our friends in that
quaster. A report was spread abroad, and
partly belfeved, that the Record had politieat
" leanings and evineed political animus, Ne-
ver wus 4 more erronenus or a more baseless
statement made.  Never has a word which,
either indirectly or remotely, had a politicai
reference, appearved in its pages, nad so long
period. This has been awing not to our jn. | 8% it remains ander its present management,
. . o thiere never will,  We know, and will know,
creased circnlation, but to the prepay .ne‘nta no party save one, whose motto is, the ad-
systew, wiich has heen adhered to 80 furt vancement of Christ’s kingdom and the pros-
vith tolerable fidelity. Last year we had a| perity of our nationa! Zion,  ‘'his is the only
circulation horderiug on 2000, and a defieit | platform that will find advocacy in these
of nearly £60 in consequence of bad debts, | Pises—aut that advocacy will be, as it has
ol o ) i hitherto heen, struightforward and fearless,
This year the resolution passed by the llecard i vt charitable, and never forgetting the spirit
Committee, that the prepayment system be! of a generous conrtesy.  Our great wish is to
rigidly enforeed, resulted in a cansiderable Strengthen and support our Church, and, so
e R t far at least as an aceredited organ can do so,
decranse in the number of our subscriliers, { seenre and malntain for ber a respeetable po-
but the bhalance :lgzdnst us is less than £10. " <iijun among the Churches of the Relecmer.
"This is encouraging, and Jeads us to hope that | We apneel to the Church with some confi-
next year we wiil be sclf-supporting,  In or- | dence in the goodiess of our cause. Lot we
der, however, to «feut this object, an earnest | 104 U0 for ever struggling, as it were, to live,
+ET FYEH 10 s ohject, un & laud swimming for our life. We think we
effort must he made throughout the Church. " have now carned seme title both to confidence
So far as we can learn, the Record commands | aud support.  We say empbatically that the
the confidence and has the good wishes of ev. ; Hie has come to place our periodical either
- 1 s Body. iu the , M ® thoroughly independent pasition, or give
cry minister belonging to our Body, iu the y "0 attempt. Those congregations that
wwo Synods, without a single exception. It }ghiuk it merits m&mﬂ, will move, we hope,
is therefore to them particularly, to their Kirk | in earnest in our behalf; while those, if there
Sessions, and to our various agents and . 4r¢ any, who thiuk otherwise, will auswer this
friends, we make our present appeal. We appeal by dains nothing, .
riends, ARe our pres ppeal. A circular on this subject will shortly he
ask not only their interest. hut theiz individu- | yransmitted to all our ministers and Kirk
ul and united cxertions.  'We wish to DOUBLE Sessions,_ax vfell as our_various agents, and
vhe eirculation of the Record, and thus more | We trust it will receive their prompt and ear-
than double its usclulness and efficiency. But | o5, Filention. -
" =8 - ! We have bren requested by the committec
this is not to be done by vague and general | to state that the Secretary has been instruct-
reconzmendation.  If we are to succeed, it ed to adhere to the prepayment system as

will be by the adoption of same practical and | during the present year,
organized plan.  We ynderstand that a spe- |
cial committee will make it a point of duty to |
adveeate the cause of the Jecord before eve- | i MISSIONS IN THE SOUTH SEA ISLANDS.
ry congregation within the bounds of the |

Preshytery of Iictou, and we are certain that | 4.
in this.effort they will receive not only the
countenance, hut the active rssistance, of ev- ;

ikem coneerning tite organ of our Church in
the Lower Provieces. It is new near the
termination of the seventh year of its exist-
ence.  During no vear has it heer self-sup-
porting, but we are happy in being able to
state thut for the present year it has come,

much nearer being so than at any previoas

RS N

Sad tidings have reachied us from thene
stant and barbarous lands. In our las:
number we mentioned that several of the
islands in this group had been devastated by
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atornado, tearing up trees, sweeping away
‘crops, and levelling houses ‘in one common
destructicst; that measles had carricd off u
very large proportion of the natives; and, to
‘crown these calamities, great disaffection ex-
isted, among the native population, against
the missionaries, from the prevailing belief
that they had heen the cause of these disas-
ters. Oune of the devoted band had already,
at Jeast indirectly, hecome a victim.  His life
had been attempted, and the anxiety caused
by this, in combination with other circum-
stances, had brougsht on disease which termi-
nated in death.  But he died 1 peace, sur-
rounded by the presence and sympathy of
sorrowing friends. He was cut down, it is
true, in the full vigor of life and in the midst
-of his usefulness, but hix death had those
surroundings which lend a holy calm and a
gentle satisfaction even in this last and try-
ing hour, His head was pillowed by a be-
loved wife -his last hours were solaced by
the presence ‘of a valued friend—he died in !
peage, in the midst, itis true, of unﬁnishedi
labors and umrealized hopes ; but with sere-

nity all around, an unclouded faith, a perfect

resignation, and a parting of soul and body |
zentie and noiseless as the Jast ebbing of the |
parting breath.  What a tontrast wassoon to |
be enacted, on a different scene. A youthful |
missionafy—who had left his pleasaut home,
his dear friends—and with a heart full of de-
votion to a holy “«ause, had consecerated his
life to the noblest work that can be entered
on by men. Far away, on a savage islet, and
amidst a barbarops and degradeq race, he had
proclaimed the glad tidings, and with them
was tryit.g to introduce the humanizing influ-
ences of a christian civilization. He isathis
wark, acting the part of the good Samaritan,
and while engaged in his plous and charita-
ble occupation, he is called to face the King
of Perrors, amidst horrors unspeakable. The
Rev, Mr. Gordon is now the secand vietim
who has fallen at his post on Erromanga.
‘The distinguished missionary, Wiliiams, twen-
ty vears ‘ago seated his testimony with his
blood on the same island, under the most
harrowing circumstaices. Another has fallen
almost at the entrance of the same jart of the
field. ‘The facts of the cruel murder are so
horrible that we cannot relate them in detail.
Drawn into an ambuscade, he was struck by
a savage from behind, and amidst fiendish
vells hacked to pieces hy his barbarous mur-
derers.  His unsuspecting wife meets a like
terrible fate—and hope would seem crushed
and blasted on this barbavous island. But
will it be 50?2  We think we hear a thousand
voices answering, No! aud telling us that
such deeds of darkuess and of blood only
nerve to fresher and more devoted resolution.
We sympathize deeply with a sister Church
that has honored herself by her efforts and
sacrifices in this great cause. We sympa-
thize with the friends and reiatives of the de=

censed. But neither the suffering nor the

loss will be without fruit. In the place of
the victim will rise up a band of missionaries
——not mere devoted, perliaps, but who will be
more successful, through whose efforts the
dark places of the earth will cease to be! the
ahodes of horrid cruelty, and instead of the
savage vell aud the harbarous tomahawk, will
be heard the anthem of praise, and wilt be
seer: the peaceful impiements of industry.

15 not this a loud and portentous call to us,
as a Church, to be girding on our armour for
this special duty--and fighting in line sgainsy
the conmon enemy in the army of Christen-
dom? It Is high time; the eall is nrgent,
the necessity is great, the field is extensive,
the day is far gone, and are we not yet seady ?
Surely another vear will not pass away with-
out more than effort,—but with an accom-
plished fact—-one missionary, at least, fully
equipped and gladly supported by us as a
Church. .We nust have a Mission ficld un-
der our own auspices—the result of our own
self-denying exertions. _Je will never do, as
onr correspondent * Clericus” suggests, that
we should take a mere subordinate or help-
ing part to another Church. OQur people will
never stoop to take ouly an ancillavy position.
We are capable of a higher and more inde-
pendent effurt, and if we are unwilling to
make it, we are unworthy of the name of a
Christian Church.

Ouss

REVIEW OF THE PAST MONTIIL

We are not aware that there is much of
great importance te chronicle about the last
month. The civil war in the United States,
with the exception of some minor suceesses
by the Confederates, makes little or no pro-
gress.  The American Secretary of State, in
reply to 2 remonstrance by tire British Am-
bassador, proteting against the shutting up
of Dritish subjects in military prisons, with-
out trial, on the information of spies, writes
a despatch in a spirit bordering on imperti-
nent flippancy, which will probably increase
the irritation against his government, in the
Mother Country.

¥Fresh gold discoveries continue to be made
in Nova Scotia

During last month four voung men lof:,
Pictou, to hegin their studies for the holy
ministry, ithree for Glasgow, one for Can-
ada. The number of studerts from Now:
Scotia now pursuing their studies, with a
view to entering the Church is, we believe
sixteen.  Four of whom left in the last Cu-
nard steamer. -

A series of letters, written by the Rev. My,
Bennet, has heen appearing in the Colonial
DPreshylerian, attacking the ministers of vur
Church in New Brunswick with all the viru-
lence peculiar to the odinm taeologicum. OF
course the subject is Union, and the aninmus
of this gentlemau’s epistles shows, in & rather
striking light, how well he at {east is prepars
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el for taking so important a step.'* Nothing
cowld have been mare courteous or frienuly
than the deliverance of the New Brunswick
Synod on the proposal made to them by the
sister Chuieh, while the kind aud christian
spirit which pervades the letter of Dr. Brooke,
the Synod Clerk, is altogether unexeeption-
able. . Butinstead of making these documents
e prowndwork of his argumeént, this letter
wigier seizes upon certain apoeryphal epecch-
¢., attrituted to members of Synod, which
bour on the very fice of them many appear-
anees of crudeness and  incorrectness in the
vupurting, which appeared without the autho-
ity or knowledye of the speakers, and which,
in fuct, bave no officiui existence agall.  Dis-
regarding all this, Mr. Bennet attempts to
make out a case, after & fushion, the princi-
pal abjeet, it would appear, being to nsult
und hrt the feclings of two of the ublest nnd
most highly respected clergymen in New
Brunawick. We regret that the columns of
w newspaper which has more than once gone
ont of its way o compliment these gentle-
men. and some at least of their brethren,
sironld now be thrown open to assuil their ju-
dieial chagacter, and even throw out insinu-
ations against their candour, What cou’:!
exceed the friendly advance of a few wonths
aro 2 Well auty either of them, should they
live to see the biand’ aspeet again resuned,
azclaim with the old Trojan priest, ¢ T.meo
Danaos et dona™ ferentes.”  QOue result will
certainly be, that all vrospect of Union, on
any terms, has hieen indegnitely postponed.
So much forpolemicul bitterness,

‘The Rev. Mr. Gordon, a veung Missionary
of the United Churei, with his wife hava
been murdered in a most cruel and treacher-
ous manner, by the natives of Erromanga,
one of tite South Sea Islands, This sad ca-
tastrophe, will fill the Churches with grief,
but will nerve them, we doubt not, with fresh
resolution, to spread the light of Goespel truth
over titese benighted lands.

A very successful meeting of the Evangeli-
cai Alliance iias heen held 1 Geneva, in the
Cuthedrul of St. Pierre, the church in which
Calvin preached thwee centuries ago. The
proceedings which were importaut and em-
hraced a greéat variety of suhjects, such as
Sabbath abservance, the evils and the reme-
dy for the immoralitics of large populations,
Missicns amony the Heathen, the Scepticism
of Modern France, the Jews, Italy and the
Gospel, Sunday Schools, Religious Liberty,
&e.. were handied by such men as Gedet, St.
Helaire, Grandpierre Naville, Gaussen, 13’Au-
bigne, Tholuck, and other eminent conti-
neatal theologians.  Several of the papers
read are boihy interesting and exhaustive, and
we may present our readers wiilt a specimen
of they in afuture uumber, Rauonalism
for many vears has hicld almost supreme
sway, in the ouce great sirang hold of Cal-
vinisty, but this meeting may perbaps inau-
gurate a better state of things,
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Preaching by unlicensed students, has beess
brought in s marked manner before onr
Church Courts, for the purpose of heing check-
cd. ‘The feeling especially among probation-
ers, seeras to be very strong against the prac-
tice which has never been sauctioned by ouy
Church Courts, °

‘The Civil War in America, has interfered
with Missionary operations, breaking up sev-
eral extensive agencies. Complaints of Juke-
warmuess and waning Missionary .zeal, ar
general over nearly all the Churches. The
position occupied by our own Church in India
was animadverted an in strang terms at the
last General Assembly. Dr. Duff of the
Free Church, compluins that death and resig-
nations have so reduced some stations that
they are in danger of extinetion ; while the
United Presbyterians have funds and outfit for
a Missionary to China, at Aberdeen, without
a claimant, :

‘I'he Glasgow University buildings after a
service of more than 400 years, have heen
declared inadequate, and unfit for the educa-
tional requirements of the present day. The
Government Commission has named £54,000
as the sum nccessary to erect a fining struc-
ture in a proper locality. ‘The average at-
tendance at the University is stated at 1200.

The Rev. M, Fraser, late of St. Clement’s,
Aberdeen, has been inducted: into St. John's
Parish, Glasgow. '

‘The Queen has presented the Rev. Mathew,
Roger to the Church and parish of Shettles-
ton, near Glasgow. . .

The Preshytery of Haddington have or-
dained the Rev. Jumes Hill ‘fait in the par-
ish Churchi of Aberlady.

‘The Presbytery of Perth met in the parish
Church and ordained the Rev. John Hagan,
late assistant to Rev. Dr. Caird, as minister
of the Church and perish ot Forgandenny.

An unusual crowd of correspondence in the
present number has obliged us to defer seve-
ral articles intended for insertion. The pas-
toral Address prepared and published by the
Synod of New Bruuswick will appear in dur
next. o

Receipts of Monies received for the differ-
eut Schemas ot the Church, as well as for the
Record, will be foind on the cover, to which
we direct the attention of our readers.
e

We are willing to allow agentsa commission
to the cxtent of forwarding six copies for the
vrice of fives er we will ‘send ten copies for 5
dollars.  Single copics, 3s. 1 3-2d.

All communications intended for publication
to be addressed 1o Joim Costley, Picton Acade-
wy; Jetters on business to e addressed to Mr.
Wilitam Jack.

Printed and published for the proprictors, on’
the first Saturday of exch month, by Sinox I,
Raowunes, Standard Oftice, Uictou.



ACCOUNT OF MONIES RECEIVED

ON ACCOUNT OF THE LAY ASSOCIATION, PICTOU BRANCH, AND PAID OVER T@ JAMES
I‘BASEB, E8Q., NEW GLASGOW,
1861.

April 6. --Cauh recen'ed from Miss 0. Munro, East end Carriboo,- - - £0 6 3
16— Miss J. McMillan, ScotchHill, - - . o 13 9
23mm @ “ Misa C, McKenzie, West end Carriboo, - - - 57}
26— ¢ u“ R. MoKenzie, on ace. of Roger’s Hill congteganon, 517.1

May13.— « “ Miss Gordon, Pictou town, - - <1 3810
2&.—- “ “ Mrs. R. McLeod; West end Camboo, - = 4 3

June S~ « u Rev. T. Talloch, on acc. of Pugwash congregnuon. -2 69
28— B Mies WV, chr, Fraser’s Point, - 7 6-

Aug, 3.— ¢ “ Miss . Munro, East end Carriboo, - - - 8 N}

8— « “ Mrs. R. McLeod, West end Camboo, - . . 286
9— “ Miss Gordon, Pictou town, - - - - 18 &)

Oct, 28— « s Miss C. McKentzie, West end Camboo, - - 8 6
£13 0 0}

. Joun CRERAR, Zreas. Lay Associvtion, Pictow Branch.
Pictou, Oct. 26th, 1861.

- -

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

1861. HOME MISSION SCHEME.” ¢
Oct.—Collccnon in Wallace congxwatlon, - - - - - - ~£016 3
“ Salt Springs congregation, - - - . . . 4 31
[ . Gairloch congre"atxon, - - - - - . - 5709
u“ “ St. Andrew’s Chmch Pictou, - - - - - - 316 0
£14 3 1
e § Ty
YOUNG MEN'S SCHEME.
Oct.—Collection West Branch East River congregation, - - - - £12 9 3
PSS W,
- FOREIGN MISSION SCHEME. i ’
Oct.—Donation Rev. Mr. Scott, Halifax, - -+ - < < . . £190 0 0

Pictou, October 28, 1861. WM. -GoRDON, Treasurer.
—_———— - .
LIST OF MONIES RECEIVED SINCE LAST ISSUE.

Rev. Donald McDonald, P. E. L, £5; Alex. Fraser, j it Esq., Chatham, 3s. 1 1-2d.; An-
drew Murray, Back Mead, 3s. 1 l-2d DPeter Melville, Cape John, 3s. 1 1-2d.; Jas. Fitz-
»atrick, Esq. ,Rogu-s }bll 3s.11-2d. ; James Mclntosh, Roger’s Hill, 3s. 1 1-2d. 5 ; W.C.
atson, St. John, N.B,, bemg payment ot 36 sub. till Sept 1862, £7.
WM. JACK, Secrdm-y.

JAS. PATTERSOIN,
BOOIVUARBR & STATROTRRy
Dealer in Room Paper and Window Shades,
PHictou, N.S.
BOOKS and Periodicals imported to order in regular monthly parcels from Britain and

Awerica. -
Pictou, July 1861, 6m.




