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MONTREAL, NOVEMBER, 1851.

No. 1,

PLAN FOR ORGANIZATION OF A MODFL
FARM AT LA TORTUE. SUBMITTED BY
M. OSSAYE, DIRECTOR, TO THE COMMIT-
TEE OF MANAGEMEXT.
Gentlemen,—The 3. article of agrecment

betwween the Lower Canada Agricultural

Society and the director of the madel farm

is in these terms:— .
“'The choice of an assistant is left with-

out reserve to the director; as to the
management of the soil, and the made of
cultivation, these will be submitted in 2
plan by the director to the committee,
where it will be discussed and, the plan once
fixed upon will then be considered the
rule by which the dircctor is to be guid-
ed, without being interfered withatall, asto
the means he may consider fittest for its
execution.

This article has no need of comment on

of the farm ought to be submitied for revi:
sal to the Committee of management, but
that the means of its execution. and all
details should be left entirely to the direre-
tion of the person to whom you have con-
fided its managemeont.

T'o merit your confidence, and gain that
of the public, sonecessary to the suceess of
our establishment, [ believed it my dutyr
1o submit 10 vou to-day more than a plan
for the organization of the farm. 1 have.
in fzet, to make you. if T may so express
mys=elf, my profession of agricultura! fhith 3
for it is of much importance to you, and
still more so to the agriculturists,—in whose
hehalf) you have given me situation T now
hold. to know the prineipics upon which

~ the organization of the farm shall be hased,

my part. Tn adopting it, I, as well asyour-

selves, have been impressed with the idea
that the plan for the general organization

its svstem of cultivation, and the teaching
of the coliege, or, in other words, the gond
or evil genius which shall preside over tho
institution.

In thus developing to you the plm
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which I have formed, I will enter into
those considerations of rural economy
which will reveal my most intimate con-
vietions—which will decide my course
of action, and, if properly based the, suc-
cess of the institution, or, if erroneous, its
ruin ; in the latter case yvou will do justly
in condemning the false theories advanced §
on the contrary, however, if they prove
to be founded on truth, the public will then
know that the prospectus of my labours
has reccived the formal approbation of the
mostdistinguisned agriculturists of the coun-
try, which would be a sufficient guarantee
for all the confidence which might be pla-
ced upon it.

In the organization of a farm, two things
are chiefly to be regarded, viz., the general
system of improvement and the planof culti-
vation ; but, before commencing operatiuns,
it i3 indispensably necessary to examine
whether the coil which is to be cultivated
be capable of rendering, without previous
improvements, the seed and expense of cul-
tivation required to be expended upon it,

From thence three questions arise.—

1st The improvements ta be made upon
the farm of la Tortue.

2nd The choice of a system of im-
provement.

3rd The adoption of a system of culti-
vation.

IMPROVEMENTS.

Of improvements to be made upon
land there are two kinds ; thorough improve-
ments, properly so called, or those which
improve the soil for a great number of
years, such are for example pulverising the
land, the admixture of lime, and other
mineral substances, in large quantities,
trenching, ditching, thorough draining,
cleaning the land, &c.; and those im-
provementsin cultivation which are simply
the result of the care and intelligence of the
farmer, and which are but of short dura-
tion, such as epriching the soil by a wise
rotation of fertilising crops, the application
of lime or other mineralsin small quanti-

’

ties, irrigation, &c, and, in a word, all the
improvements resulting from good cultiva-
tion, and which are in the power of all--
the poor as well as the rich.

As to these last mentioned improve-
ments, it is understood that the model form
should give the example ; and, for this pur-
pose, we shall seek to draw information
from every available source that may ap-
ply to our operation, this it must be
confessed will be a general benefit. The
old world, and England in particular, wil}
furnish us with good models ; andwe shall
strive to profit by them, and introduce
into our plans those improvements which
are more the effect of talent than ofcapital,

Bat, for thorough improvements, proper-
ly so called, which require considerable
capital, shall we carry them out, without,
at firat, considering the means at onr dis-
posal, and the consequences likely to re-
sult from such undertaking? And here the
question naturally arises, should we lead
the farmers of Canada to expect that we
may realise similar results in our agricul-
ture to those which are to be found in
England, France, or Belgium ? I think this
would be unreasonable. To be convinced
of the truth of this, it will be only neces-
sary to examine a statement of the compa-
rative results, to be met with, in the old
and new worlds,

England, France, Germany, Lombardy,
and generally all those countries where
good cultivation prevails, have employed
ages, hundreds of generations, and an incal-
culable amount of capital, in raising their
agriculture to the point at which it is tobe
found to day. The agriculturists of our
time profit by the labours of the generations
who have gone before ; and the improve-
ments which they undertake scldom wear
out, because the ground has for many years
hefore been prepared to receive them.

It is however far othetiwse in Canada.
Hardly two centuries have elapsed since
cultivation was first introduced ; and,even
to our day, what kind of cultivation has in
general prevailed ?- The first celonists found

£
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a goil of surpassing fertility, yielding enor-
mous returns, without much labour or ex-
pense in cultivation ; they have drawn frony
this generous soil all that it could render,
withou! care, and without manuring. The
generations following have treated it as
recklessly, and have left it to us, il not
sterile, at least greatlly impoverished ;
invaded by parasitical plants, undrained,
exhausted, and without shelter of any kind,
the soil is now reduced to a most de-
plorable state. Now, let us compare our
heritage with that of our contemporaries
of Europe ;—there, all is done; all that
remains is but to perfect the work;
here, all is yet to be done, cverything is to
be begun.

There capital is abundant ; and the
Governments, to encourage thorough im-
provements, hesitate not to lend consider-
able sums to the agriculturists; here,

capital is wanting; .2 Governmant dise'{ |

is in want of resources, it is new as the
country, and has done all within its power.

In Europe, land is classed according to
quality ; each quality has its intrinsic value
determined, which rarely varies. This
assigned value to the land has been, for
many years past, calculatted on the net
proceeds of the rental. In consequence,
when a proprietor undertakes an im-
provement, it is because he knows that
by so doing his land will be raised from
an inferior class to a superior, and thus
increase his revenue, thatis to say, the rent
of his farm. Itis merely an investment
of his funds.

And besides, in well cultivated coun-
tries, all the available land is cultivated ;
and often, as in England and Belgium, it
is far from sufficing for the wants of the
immense population which coversit. The
holders of land finding {rom thence an as-
sured outlet for their productions they strive
to produce the greatest amount possible,
and as they cannot extend the limits of the
arable land, they seek in improvement what
they cannot obtain by extension. From
this arises those harvests, almost pheno-

menal, which we see every day registered
in the records of Burepean agrictlture.

Now, let us turn owr eyes towards
Canada, what is the price of your land?
who is able to assign them an intrinsic
value, positive and fised ? does it not often
happen that the accessories, that is to say,
the buiidings and dependencies. constitute
three fourths of the whole value? and
how often have I heard it said, that the
harvests of newly cleared land were of
more valte than the land itself.

Whilst, at searcely 30 milee from Mant-
real, even in the heart of the country, there
i8 to be found virgin soil of incredible fer-
tility. ready 1o be given to the first settler
for a trifling consideration, could those
improvements be considered reasonable
which would cost enormous sums, and
which would not raise to an equal state of
fertility the miserable soil upon which they
would he executrd

I have just remarked, that England con-
tains more inhabitants than her soil is able
to sustain ; on the contrary, it is well known
that the Canadian farmer possesses twice as
much lan:d as he isable to cultivate, that the
population of the whole province of Lower
Canada is inferior to that of London, al-
though her territory surpassesin extent that
of Great Britain.

1shall not terminate these parallels with-
out observing that, in several European
States, and in England particularly, by a
course of ligislation, and the excessive
price of land, the great bulk of the pro-
perty is to be found almost exclusively in
the hands of a privileged class, who do not
themselves cultivate, but in whom the
innate taste for agriculture, and their im-
mense capital second powerfully the eflforts
of the farmers who act for them. 'The
farmers themselves, though not rich
enough to become proprietors, possess,
nevertheless, sufficient capital for working
their farms, and guaranteeing their rents
to the proprietors. The landowners have,
therefore, every interest in improvements,
whilst they are certain of finding able far.
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mers, giving ample sceurity for the pay-
ment of their revenues.

Suppose a Canadian proprietor, in the
hope of raising his revenue, make im-
provements toa considerable extent, at his
own expense, will he notin this respect
be disappointed in his hopes. Let us see
what is passing around us.  What securi-
ty do the greater part of the farmers, who
cultivate in this province offer? 1 fear
not to aflirm that they presentnone. They
arc in gencral men who have no other
resources than their arms—who are with-
out instruction, and who take no thought
for the interests of the proprietor, because
they are not pecuniarily responsible, But
can it be aflinned that, after improving
land, and placing it on a footing with that
of England, able and solvent farmers may
be found ? To thisT reply, no. A man in-
telligent and solvent, that is to say, able
morally and pecuniarly to account for your
rents and improvements will not become
your farmer ; he will buy land for himself,
and derive solely the benefit resulting from
his industry and capital.

I conclude then, that as respects tho-
rough improvements to be executed upon
our farm, we ought not to undertake but
what shall be strictly necessary for the
cultivation ot the eoil. We ought to give
to the Canadian farmers that example of
prudence, which, moreover, the state of
our funds make us a duty to practise.

Of thorough improvements, those which
the farm at la Tortue demands are trench-
ing and draining,

Draining is the first eondition neces-
sary to successful cultivation. Our farm
more than any other, perhaps, stands in
need of undergoing a complete system of
draining on account of its subsoil being
impenetrable, and of the little depth of
its vegetable bed. The committee may
casily convince themselves by personal
observation as to the correctness of this
assertion that all as yet remains to be done
in this respect.

The little depth of arable soil will

hinder, in many places, the cultivation of’
pivot-rooted plants unless it be previously
trenched sufliciently ; but this sort of la-
bor is very tedious and expensive. I only
mention this because I conceive these
operations ought not to be undertaken
without much consideration.

1 shall only at this moment single out
these two points of improvement. It
would be very easy for me to point out
many others ; the field for improvement is
immense, but our pecuniary resources are
not in keeping with the wants of our farm.

In fact, -our farm is composed of
480 acres of land, of which 200 are in
a bad state of fertility. We have in
cash for cultivating thiz vast extent
£150 only, our budget for improvements
raised to £50—amounting together to
£200. I believe it would be almost im-
possible to find ourselves in a worse condi-
tion for credit.  If we should succeed, we
need not fear that our success may be
attributed to our large capital. Our posi-
tion ought to inspire with confidence those
agriculturists who think that it is impossi-
ble to cultivate successfully without much
money, and who despair because they
have not thousands of pounds to expend
upon the soil.

Our financial position being that of many
agriculturists, the happiest result that we
may be able to attain by our Model Farm
is to show {o the country what can be
done with fecble resources prudently and
economically administered. Although we
should have suflicient capital for effect-
ing great improvements, we ough* not to
undertake them for the reasons alrcady
mentioned, and also, because, in so doing,
we would place vurselves at a point from
whence we would no longer be observed
by the common class of agriculturists in
the country. When the poor cottager
constructs his cabin, he pays but little
attention to the sumptuous edifices of the
rich.

At a later period, when the great cen-
tres of population shall be multiplied, when
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the waste land shall be cultivated, or shall
have its limits considerably diminisheds
when numerous works shall cover your
superb water powers, and will demand
from the soil products to be manufactured,
when at length the land skall acquire a
fixed value, which will respond to the
capital expended in its improvement, the
generations of this period will execute
labors that we are not able to undertake.
Nevertheless we ought not to lose sight of
the end which we have in view~—which
is to instruct the rising generation, who
perhaps will yet see thisstate of advance-
ment, and consequently we ought to ex-
ecute under their observation, all sorts of
hnprovements, but upon a very small
scale.

UPON THE CHOICE OF SYSTEM OF CULTI-
VATION.

I mean by a system of cultivation, the
combination of means employed for draw-
ing-from the soil the productions that are
wanted. It is necessary to fix upon some
system intended to he followed before
determining Jupon this or that mode of
cultivation ; because each system requires
particular means to be employed, which
apply solely to that system.

In Europe, a prudent agriculturer, who
undertakes some agricultural enterprise,
never negleets to conform to the system of
cultivation established in the locality which
heis to inhabit. At a later period should
he introduce some modification into his
plans, it is rarely that he thinks of altering
the general system, but confines himself to
some change in the mode of cultivation
and its details. In truth, I ought to say
that each locality has its particular system
uniformly established, the weightiest rea-
sons have imposed and maintain this state
of things. Thus, the agriculturists of one
country devote themselves exclusively to
the fattening of horned cattle, those of
another attend particularly but to the breed-
ing of young cattle; in some vale, the
principal object to which industry is di-

rected, is fibrous plants; the diffefent races
of animals have their respective countries,
and are often the principal object of indus-
try of the canton which they inhabit.

In these localities, the cultivator has
much less difficulty to surmount than in
Canada; from his infancy, alt his intellec-
tual faculties and powers of obscrvation
are directed towards one single object—the
system of industry in his canton; he has
to aid him, the experience and tradition of
his ancestors § so that if he does not do
well, he at least manages so as to make
money.

But here, in this contry, things are very
different: no precedents, no established
system, no markets, no statistics to direct
produetion, a heterogenious disunited pop-
ulation, laboring without method, and
following different inspirations. The Ca-
nadian agriculturist knows not to what kind
of industry to devote his attention, to what
method to have recourse, he sees nothing
fised, he is directed by nothing. Depri-
ved of instruction, he is unable to account
for many effects the causes of which escape
him, and he is thus unable to profit by
them for the future. If he should not suc-
ceed well, he is excusable, because he
does not know which system to adopt.

It vemains for us to attempt that which
until now has not been undertaken. The
Model Farm ought to show to the Czaa-
dian agriculturist a road already explored,
sure and easily followed, to show them to
what end all ought uniformly to tend, and
the rule that each ought to follow according
to the circumstances in which he may find
himself placed.

Bat, to enlighten others, we ought our-
selves to acquire certain inforiation which
we stand in need of. Tn order that we
may fix upon a system of cultivation, and be
convinced of its superiority to every other,
we ought to look into the wants of the
country, that is to say, of the impor-
tance of the internal consumption, and the
wants of strangers, or the commerce of
exportation. The agriculturist has notonly
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to produce, but he must also find a market | systems of agricultural industry, make it

for his production. Now what means
have we of acquiring this knowledge 7 For
myself, it is very uncertain ; Thave waded
through all that has been written upon
the agriculture of this country, and I
have not yet arrived at it—uneither sta-
tistics, nor newspapers, nor customhouse
reports are able to give the desired infor-
mation, positévely and exactly.  All that 1
am able to say upon the subject can easily be
ascertained by the least clear sighted. The
population of Lower Canada is not numer-
ous and out of proportion to the extent of
the cultivated soil, it is besides widely
spread and almost entirely agricultural, Of
the twelve or thirteen hundred thousand in-
habitants of which it is composed, one
tenth is hardly found to form the three only
important cities in the country, viz: Moun-
treal, Quebec and Three Rivers.

There are not here, as in Europe, those
great centres of manufacturing population,
who consume but do not produce agricul-
tural products. We do not see here those
numerous manufactories, who employ
thousands of operatives, all greni consu-
mers ; these manufactories, immense gulfs,
inwhichagricultural products are swallowed
up to reappear and be dispersed abroad un-
der other forms. Hence the number of
consumers not being in keeping with that
of the producers, there happens to be every
year an excess of manufactured articles,
which have to be disposed of. So, in
resuming, I would say that, after having
examined into the wants of the inhabitants
of this country, we ought to investigate
next the condition of other countrics, to
see what we may be able to supply them
with to advantage, )

After all these considerations, it would
appear to me very imprudent to determine
irrevocabiy to-day upon choosing this or
that system in preference to any other.
The ohject of our establishment, which
is instruction, and the want of certain
information regarding the advantages and
disadvantages arising from the different

my duty to attempt to draw those com-
parisons which, at a later period, will
he able to throw great light upon the ques-
tion now in hand. By means of a very
clear and exact account kept, I would be
able at the end of each operation, to have
a certain fixed data for the value and the
price of the different products which I
shall have produced. Then only ought
we to advise, and adopt for ourselves, that
system of operation which experience
would point out as the best.

My object is then to conduct at the same-
time different kinds of agricultura! labor—
the one upon a very limited scale, the others
as the foundation of my operation, the last
mentioned not because they are more pro-
ductive than the first, but because it is
prudent not to change st the commence-
ment all that previously existed upon the
farm,

ThusT found a well established dairy up-
on the farm, I will preserve it. From 58
milk cows of which it is eomposed, I have
made choice of 46, which, by the produc-
tion of hutter, will easily cover their own
expenses ; it will remain for me to employ
usefully the surplus of the milk.

Each year, the dairy will produce ani-
mals of an improved kind, which will give
me the means of experimenting upon their
fattening. I will be very circumnspect in
ths matter, because,as T have said before,
the population consuming not being in
keeping with that producing, the flesh
market requires but few animals, and pays
badly for those she requires; on the other
hand, we have to contend against the na-
tural prairies of the United States, and
we will never be able to do this with
advantage on account of the artificial
management which the climate imposes
upon us yearly during seven months.
Finally, the useclessness in Canada of
oxen as beasts of draught, convinces
me that the fattening of cattle will not be
profitable, except in the case of those ani-
mals which are perfectly adapted for this
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purpose, and which may be sent to the
butcher when two years old.

We have also in our cow house 14 hei-
fers of two and a half years old, and 22 of
a year and a half old j from among these I
ehall be able in spring to make a fine
enough selection of cows, which T will
devote to rearing.

Our pig stye is but thinly peopled ; one
boar and sow constitute its importance ;
but they are of a good kind——pure enough
English Hampshire,

By means of the price of tweive cows,
which I have disposed of, and two bul-
locks, T propose to buy some colts of the
finest breed, which, in three years, would
be the foundation of a litle stud.

The length of the winters, and in con-
sequence, the time lost for working the
horses, during six months of the year, has
given me the idea of replacing the geldings
which T have found on the establishment
by voung mares of a fine species.

‘We have no sheep, and I think it would
not be prudent to undertake this kind of
enterprise until we have our affairs placed
upon a firmer basis.

Impressed with the idea that the Cana-
dian agriculturists ought all to labor in
concert to promote exportation, I will
strive to introduce the cultiva.ion of fibrous
and oleaginous plants, and every other
kind of product that is in request for ex-
portation. The farm will be able at a
later period to furnish to farmers some
good seeds, and thus do away with the
fraud that is cometimes praciised upon
farmers by seedsmen to the serious loss of
agriculturists.

I shall now summarily state what 1
think ought to be cultivated upon our farm,
for the purpose of attaining the two objects
which we have proposed to ourselves,

ON THE MODE OF CULTIVATION OR THE
MANAGEMENT OF THE FARM.
The management of the soil which I
adopt, is in consequence of the mixed sys-
tem which T propose to follow.

Of the 480 acres which compose the
superficial extent of the farm, [ would allot
230 acres for pasturage, and I would di-
vide the 250 acres remaining in five lots,
upon which T would establish the follow-
ing rotations :

1st Year weeded and manured fallow,
the products of which will serve, partly for
stall feeding in summer, and pastly for
winter fodder.

20d Year—Wheat.

3rd Year—Fields mowed for winter
food.

4th Year—Fields mowed for winter
food.

5th Year—One half in mowed fields,
and one half in grain crops, hay, peas, &c.

T shall now proceed to explain the mo-
tives which have induced me to adopt this
system of rotation.

You are aware that out farm,in spite of
the recent improvements which it owes to
its proprietor, is still found in a state of fer-
tility which leaves much to be desired.
From that you will not be astonished at
the large part which I have allotted, in the
distribution of the land, for the cattle. If
in 480 acres nearly 380 are allotted for
forage, it is because I am persuaded, that
the cattle is the principal part of agricul-
ture, and that nowhere, the produce of a
given extent of land is proportioned to any
other thing, than to the quantity of cattle
there maintained.

In point of fact, there is but one great
question in the matter of the disposition of
the soil ;—it is to know in what proportion
the land of 2 farm should be divided be-
tween the °cultivation which produces
manure, and that which consumes it,
between the plants for the use of cattle
and those for the use of man.

Now I am convineed, that under the cir-
cumstances in which our farm is to be
found, it is not too much to devote four
fifths to forage, to bring into the best pos-
sible state of fertility the fifth which I wish
to devote to crops, or to plants of com-
merce.
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I ought,jut first, to do all I can to ma-
nure the land, hecause at the end of the
last period of rotation, it the land has
been  richly mauured, another course
might be adopted with  profit, without
however injuring the soil,

After baving decided, that 1 showd
keep upon the farm the largest possible
quantity of cattic, T have now to consider
as to their maintenance.  In this matter
it is impossible to, be too cautious, and
especially in Canada, where the rigour of
the winter requires fodder o be pro-
vided for six or seven months,  In winter
the animals require as much provender
as in summer; the expense of this pro-
vender is always largely compensated by
the quality aud quantity of manure, the
growth of the young cattle, the beauty
of the calves born in spring, the abundance
of milk, &e. T have then thought it righy
to divide the ground allotted for forage in
such a manner asto furnish for the ani-
mals nutriment equally abundant  dwr-
ing the whole course of the year. The
230 acres of pasturage and the plants for
forage cultivated upon a part of the former
soil will suflice for prevender in summe;
the roots cuitivated upon another part of
this soil, the hay cut upon the 3rd. 4th,
and the 5th divisions, and some grain, will
form my provisions for the winter. The
quantity this provender is estimated by
me to be, as compared with the sammer
pasture, in the proportion Jof the duration
of the winter season to that of the fine days
viz.,as 7 to 3.

You will doubtlessTobserve that T have
reserved a very small space for the culture
of wheat. 1have done so intentionally ; for
this crop is too expensive and too uncer-
tain in Canada for me to cultivate upon a
grand scale. 1 may add, if there is a
time in agriculture when one shuuld do
but litle and that litle well, it is in
raising grain crops. With much fodder,
T shall have much manure, with a great
deal of manure spread over a little space,
I shalt have plenty of grain without any

great expense ;3 whilst on the other hand,
i I were to reduce my pasture land to
make room for wheat, I should have
less manure and more land to manure,
thus more labor and less profit,.  Un-
fortunately, few agriculturists are im-
pressed with this great truth, though so
palpably evident when we turn our eyes
upon France and England.  'Whilst the
English agriculturist was striving to pro-
duce fudder, to improve and multiply
the races of his animalg, in France, the
meadows were laid waste, the pastures
cut up, the cattle neglected, to give all
the land, all the care to the culture of
crops.  From thence avises the superiority
s0 marked which distinguishes to-day the
English agriculture,

1 have now to speak of the manner in
which T shall account for the different
operations of my cultivation, it will form
the subject of the title following.

ACCOUNTABILITY.

Without order and without economy no
agricultural enterprise can ever be able to
prosper.

By order, I do not merely understand
the attention that the agriculturist ought
to give that in his farm everything
should be in its place, but much more
he ought to observe the regularity of
the different operations, the faithful and
cxact account of his receipts and ex-
penses, the attributing of these receipts
and expenses to the different’ objects of
industry to which they refer, and in a
word the accordance of all the branches
of his enterprise.

It would also be a great mistake” to
suppose that economy consists in a nig-
gasdly retrenchment of the legitimate ex-
penses of a large establishment. There
is another kind of economy of which
the effects are much more directly felt
in the balance of the receipts of the
farm, I refer to the econcmy of hand
labor, of the filling up industriously the
whole time of days, of hours, and mi-
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nutes, of personal labor and of that saga-
city which induces the agriculturist to ab-
stain from all changes and experiments
which are not absolately necessary.

Order and cconomy ahnost invariably
go in company ; and this is the well known
sign of a farm wisely dirceted.  In such a
farm, you will indubitably find its head
reflecting and caleulating before-hand the
import of all his orders and his actions.
All that passes in his establish:nent is made
the subject of caleulation, very clear and
exact; and in this mirror of his manage-
ment shines ordinarily his success.

At the thoughtless agriculturer’s house,
on the contiary, vou will sce the most pro-
found disorder ; there, no account is kept,
the operations are ill organised, prodigality
ig at its height; in consequences, the ex-
penses without end are multiplied. and
absorb in advance the revenue of the soil 3
presently the capital is invaded, and the
unfortunate agriculturer ends in ruin and
misery.

It is very often by an ill regulated re-
ckoning, or, rather, by the entive absence
of all reckoning to which we must attri-
bute the ruin of the greater part of the
agriculturists who fail. Not being able to
render every day an exact account of their
position, they do not perceive their errors
till it is too late to remedy them. In con-
sequence, it would be of the greatest utility
ifa system of reckoning, clear, exact, and,
above all, intelligible, might be found. To
this day, many modes of keeping agricul-
tural account hooks have been taught.
One hundred formulas have been invented,
ail very complicated, long and difficult, so
much so that the small number of agricul-
turists who, by these means, seek to give
some account of their operations, are not
always able to do so, and commit ordinarily
such blunders as are very prejudicial,

But should you remark that many illi-
terate agriculturists, however, succeed in
their undertakings though they keep no
books. To this I reply that these agricul-
turists only operate upon a very small ex-

tent of lu:.d, and do not act by what might
be catied an improved svstemn of agricul-
ture so that their reckonings may all be
lodged in their heads.  On the other hand
the success of an undertaking is very often
attributed to any cause but the true one.
These agriculturists are to be found with-
out doubt in exceptionable positions, near
some town, for instance, where they dis-
puse of their rough products, which sim-
plitics considerably the operations of the
farm, or aided by a numcrous family, and
thus dispense with keeping, at great ex-
pense, a large number of hands, or, at
length, as a great number of European
agriculturists do, simply follow servily the
system of cultivation established in the
locality where they live and to which
they have been initiated from their infan-
cy.  But I may affirm that for one who is
found in these exceptionable positions,
who cultivates to a large extent, and who,
ahove all, wishes to make some improve-
ments or changes from the local routine,
success is impossible unless each experi-
ment be worked out, each expense carefully
registered, and devoted to the industyy
which necessitates it.

Impressed with thisidea, that a reckon-
ing carefully kept is indispensable to the
success of an undertaking, even of small
importance, I have sought for a plan of
formula, simple, easy to be understood, and
applicable to all kinds of agricultural opera-
tions, and I hasten to communicate the re-
sult of my researches.

I have said, that an account regularly
kept ought to represent the farm; how
shall it come to pass then that an agricul-
tural enterprise may be reflected in a man-
ner so palpable and so evident in these
formularies.

In an agricultural undertaking such as
now occupies us, three different kinds of
industry are involved, which I will fictiously
separate to render my account more intel-
ligent. The first has for its object the
animal productions, as milk, fattening, cal-
ves, wool, &c., the second regards vege-
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wables, that is to say the cultivation of fod-
der, of grain crops, of plants of commerce,
&ec.. and the third holds in its haunds the
moving power if T may so express it, or in
other words the labor of men and cattle,
to which the two others necessarily have
recourse to be put in action.

In consequence, I devote to each of
these a separate book, in which a separate
account is opened for each operations; these
accounts are coliceted from the journal
book, in which is inserted the occurrences
of the day as they oceur, in all four books,
which I have the honor 10 submit to you.
By a simple inspection of these books it
will be easier for you to decide upon the
mechanism of my reckoning than after all
the explanations which I should be ~ble to
give upon the subject.

Ossaye.
(To be continued.)

<

FARMING EXAMPLES—SIR JOHN CON-
ROY'S

THE lessons a well-cultivated furm oilers
to practical farmers aie most valuable :
they speak at once to every understanding
and carry conviction, for there is no ques-
tioning of what one sces. It is for this rea-
son, after years of discussion on thick and
thin sceding, wide and narrow drilling, horse~
hoeing, deep and shallow draining, shed-
feeding of stock, trenching as a means of
permanently improving shallow land, &e.,
I would iing it to the notice it deserves,
the farming of Sir John Conroy, at Abor-
ficld, ncar Reading for here the practice of
thin sceding, wide drilling, deep draining,
trenching, roum-feeding, open-field culture,
&ec., upon a farm of 326 acres, may at once
be seen to have conduced to a fertility far
surpassing what is usually found from land
nawurally greatly superior. I have been
fortunate in seeing this farm at two diffe-
rent seasons—in the winter, when I witnes-
sed the process of fattening and amount of
stock which has realized £4000 in six
months, and in the summer when the grow-
ing crops present a promise of an amount
cfcornequall y singularfromsosmallabreadth
of land ; and I have no hesitation in saying
that the systems by which so much stock is
kept and so much corn is grown, are most de-
serving the attention of farmers; and they
must not be prevented from benefiting by
the practice they may here witress from a
feeling that Sir John is arich man, and may
be doing all this without reference to cost
and return.  Something of this impression

f

I confess to having had before I entered his
farm, from what I heard he had been doing,
as related by farmers who had not seen his
farmu 5 Lut this had long vanished ere I lett
it. 1 saw nothing that appeared to me to
present the appearance of an_expeuditure
without a return : nothing that I could bring
myself to believe had not thoroughly ans-
weted as anoutaly tomahe a profit, but quite
the contrary. Sir Johu is part owner and
pait tenant of the land he occupiesy for
the part he rents he pays 42s. an acre. It
would be difficult to find Jand in cultivation
naturally of so poor a qzality as has been
producing a considerable portion of that
which is included in the vetnrns I allude
to; aud although they are so grea, they
could only have been gained by thé very
judicious and spirited means which were
at first taken 1o bring this inferior soil into
high fertility.  The first operations have
been to give this shallow land depth, and
remove fiom it the water which has kept
its vegetation weak and back ward. [t
has been drained four feet deep, and trench-
ed with the spade two feet, where ever the
impenetrability of the subsotl rendered these
necessary 3 aud the next care was to provi-
de buildings, 10 turn to best account the wna-
terials it atlording for enriching it.  Sir John
has carefully studied to make his farm a
factory of manure, at least cost and with
least waste, to bring the land into the high-
estfertility. He has enclosed two yards with
cattle buildings, aud covered them in from
the inclemency of the weather, with rised
sheds. Inone of these he fattens his sheep,
and in the other his hogs ; these have floors,
with open planks, so that the urine and
manure all fall through into the yards un-
derneath. The urine, after passing through
the manure, collects into tanks, from whica
itis either discharged again on to dry mat-
ter, or is taken away. He has a steam-
engine by whick the cornis threshed, the
straw cut into chaff or short lenghts, and
the cattle food ground.

e has the most improved implements to
facilitate the cultivation, and to Jessen ma-
nual Jabour, aud to turn his produce to best
account, so that I was struck with the small
amount of labour and the geueral appea-
rance of economy, as compared with the
greatuess of the retwns. The farm com-
prises 256 acres of arable, and 70 acres of
grass land.  The cultivated land all lies open
and principally in one large field, without
an interior hedge, or an over-shadowing
tree.  The stock Lattened off this land bet-
ween the Ist January and the 1st July this
year, amounts to 30 oxen, 800 sheep and
lambs, 350 bacon hogs; ‘aud these have
been kept in addition to a considerable
dairy of cows. The cows are all kept in
loose boxes, their fuod is all brought to them
at no season of the year are they allowed to
graze.
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The crops are drilled in rows, none nigher
than 13 inches, and the quaantity of seed
corn, wheat, oats, and barley, sown, is from
2 10 3 pecks peracre. I camnot speak of
of the returns per acre 5 for although 1 could
tell by the stazksand the stands that they
must have been very large, I did not obtain
the exact yield; but this I can say, that
the giowing corn, when I inspected it in
June, presented «n appearance I have on
no land seen more promising ; and the gross
sales of stock and corn off this little farm
must be over £6000 a year. It is impos-
¢ibie 1o convey the impression whicn a sight
of this farm creates of the skill and judae-
inent of the individeal who at a late peried
of life, and without any pretence as a far-
wer has entered into agriculture, and has
arranged, and superintends, and regulates
the whole with so much science and suc-
cess. I came away greatly impressed with
the conviction I had been'sceing profitable
farming— a conviction those wbo know me
will say, 1 am generally slow in coming
to, upon what is called gentlemen’ far-
ming.

This furm also presents a lesson of con-
siderable value to landowners, for they may
learn from its present state the condition
into which a farm must be laid out for a te-
nant to make the most of it, with reference
to draining, removal of hedgerows and tim-
ber, the supply of cattle-sheds and conve-
niences, and their most economical arrange-
ment, which-are matters it is a landlord’s
business to attend to; and Sir John will al-
so tell them, althouzh a game-preserver,
that he cannot afford to have his corn crop-
ped by hares and rabbits. This account
would be imperfect if I did not further ob-
serve that Sir John has had two advantages
which seldom fall to the tenant farmer’s
lot; he has been udcontrolled in laying out
his land by any lannlord restrictions, and he
has had the necessary capital and spirit to
avail himself of every improvement to ad-
vance his profits ; and I must confess, had
he not been sositnated in both these respects,
Aborfield must have continued bat little dis-
tinguished from its adjoining farms.—Hewitt
Davis, 3, Frederick®s-place, Old Jewry, 20th
July.

DRUMMOND'S PATENT CHURN

They also exhibited Drunimond’s patent
churn, of seviral sizes, up to one which was
fitted for horse power.

COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGES OF THIS CHURN.
~—In addition toits rapid and complete action
—light motive power--and simplicity of
form, the advantages of t+’s churn, in com-
parison with others, may be succinctly des-
seribed as under, while butter made in it is
not liable to raucidity, as in the other
churus now in use, from the following cir-

cumstances :(—First, because there is no
metal whatever in contact with 1the cream,
whereas in the box or barrel churn there is
not only the galvanie influence of interior
metal, but likewise the pernicious effects of
iron working in iron, and often still worse, iron
working i brass, producing and impregnat-
ing the cream with the same obnoxions refuse
we see daily falliag from the greased journals
of machinery in motion.  Second, in the box
or barrel churn now in use, theie is no means
used to supply fresh air, the same rancid
matter and injurivus gases being driven
every turn through the cream; whereas in
this, pure vital air is injected from the outside
to the bottom of the churn at the rate of 200
strokes per minute, as stated belore, dischara-
ing itself up through the whole, and forcing
entirely out of the churn the {ietid matter
existing in ail cream that has been 24 hours
off the milk. Thiidly, in the churns com-~
monly in use no adaptation of producing
means can be made ; the same ground bas
to be travelled over to obtain 1 as to obtain
20 Ibs. of butter; some of them will only
work when exactly half full, and are use-
less beyond 10 lbs.; whereas in this any
quantity from } 1b. to 2. cwt. can be made,
and the same churn which makes 50 lbs.
can in an instant be adjusted by any one
to make 1 lb. without any waste of power.
It 1eay also be safely driven cither with or
without the lids, and every chanze that
takes place during the process of churning
can thus be seen at once. Fourthly, another
very important advantage comnected with
this churn exists in the facility with which
the whole driving apparatus can be removel,
and in the despatch with which the butter
is gathered by means of the suff and
plunger, without the necessity of using the
haads.

Carapiurties oF Tiis Cnurx—-Thefollowing
is the result of three trials made in the same
churn at the Right Honourable the Earl of
Mansfield’s Kenwood, Middlesex, towards
the end of June j—First trial—8 quants stale
cream produced foll average quantity of
butter in 4 minutes and 20 seconds. Second
trial—23 quarts new cream produced full
average quantity in 6 minutes and 45
seconds. Third uial—3 quarts produced
5lbs. of butter in 3 minutes! The above
experiments were made in the presence of
several parties. The cream was of natural
temperature, and the quality of the butter
very superior.

The following is the result of a scries of
experiments with Scotch cream, made at
Perth aud neighborhood during the present
scason :—

Comparative trial made at Maderty, the
I' end of February, produced buiter from cream
| in 5} minutes, with temperature at 50°,
Quality very superior, and color rich. Ano-
therportion from the same quantity of cream,
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and churned at the same time, in the
ordinary plunge churn, produced butter in 1
hour and 50 minutes.  Quality not nearly
equal, and in color gnite bleached. Trials
made at Perth in the middle of June :—First
trial—? gallous cream produced 7}lbs. of
butter in 4 miunutes exactly.  Second trial—
2 gallons cream produced Tilbs. butter in
6 minutes and 40 seconds,  Third trial—2
wallons cream produced 7lbs. 30z butter in
5 wminctes.  Fourth trial—2 gallons c¢ream
produced 73Ibs. butter i 5 minutes and 30
seconds. )

The above experiements were made from
the same cream, but each was at a differ-
enttemperature, vauying from64to 69degrecs,
and the quality of the butter was admitied by
the best judges to be infinitely superiorto any
in the maket tried in comparison on the same
day. Of course all daries in the kindom will
not produce alike in respeet to quantity, that
being in each case regulated by circum-
stances.

‘This churn being now in the neighborhood,
attracted much attention 5 and the first prize
of a gold medal was awarded to the exhibi-
tors.  We understand Messrs. F. and J.
Dicksou, Chester, have been appoiuted
agents for the sale of this implement for
Cheshire and Nosth Wales.

REPORT ON AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS.
BA DOCTOL KIRKPATRICK.

APPENDIX § contains an extract from
4 Gleanings in the West of Ireland,” by the
Aon. and Rev. S. Godolphin Osburne, with
extracts from the visitors’ book, in appro-
val of the management of the model farm,

APPENDIX 6.
Model Farm, Glasnevin, April, 1851,

Sir—In conformity with your instructions,
I beg to forward you the following report in
relation to this establisment:  In dowing so,
it strikes me, that, as no doccment of the
kind has herctofore been furnished, you will
not consider it altogether ont of place, should
I extend my remarks to @ period somewhat
antecedent to that of the past year.

This establishmen has been under my su-
perintendence since 1st Novembert 18p7.
At that time the farm in connection with it
contained an area of fifty-two statute acres,
and the number of pupils and teachers in
training amounted to twenty-two. In the
spring season of 1849, the farm was increns-
ed in extent to 128 stalute acres, and the
class fu training to fifty. ‘There are at pre-
sent on the rolls forty-eisht; and, were it
not that a deficiency of accommodation
exists, which is now about to be remedied,
twice this number would be receiving the
bLenefits of the institution.  As it is, how-
ever, great good must be resulting from its
operations, as the following statement of the
number of persons who have left it, since

|
|
|
|

my appointment in November, 1847, very

clearly testifies :—

Agricultural teachers, agriculturists, land.stew-
ards, practical instructors, all of whom lune re.
ceived appoiutments Yo

Agricaltural teachersapp-inted to literary seliools
for a time, till agricultural schools be forth-
coming

Conducting their own or their father's farm

Occupation unknawn 3 but most or all of whom
may have received appointinents ... -

Ewisrated

Dismissed e eesees

Removed by order of Comnmissioners

Left on consequence of bad health ...

‘L'otal

40

oee

.
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79

You will readily parceive, from the fore-
going analysis, that vo less thsn fifiy-two
well-qualified agriculturists, embracingagri-
enltural teachers, have been oppointed to
situations from this institutions during the
period referred to; and who are, it may be
presumed, all at present actively engaged
in disseminating throushout the dillerent
localities of Ireland, both the prineiples and
practice of the best system of husbandry of
the day; that ten additivnal individoals, of
whom no cettain data, as regards their pre-
sent occupation, wre known, may be, and
very probably are, engaged in the same good
work ; that six have emigrated to foreian
parts, where the agricultural training receiv-
ed here may be turned to good account;
jhat three have been obliged, from constitu-
tional debility or accidental injury, to aban-
don, at Jeast for a time, their profession;
and that eight have been dismissed.

The yonng men referred to above were all
trained at the farm ; but in addition 10 these,
the literary teachers, who were trained at
the model schools in the sessions of 1848,
1819, and 1850, amounting to 559, have all
had the advantage of attending a course of
my lectures on agricultural subjects, and of
visiting the model farm once each week
during the petiod of every session. Most
of these paid the strictest atteation to, and
evinced the greatest possible interest in, the
course of agricultural instruction thus afford-
ed them ; and many of them, I am confi-
dent, from the manner in which they an-
swered upon the various subjects, are well
qualified for conducting ordinary agricultu-
ral schools, and will, I have every reason to
believe, use their best efforts in diffusing the
kunowledge they have thus acquired in their
respective neighbourhoods.

These details are dry ; but, I respectfully
submit, they are not the less interesting to
those who have the well-being of our coun-
try at heart, in asmuch as they at once clear-
ly point out that, if the bettering of the
condition of those engaged in the cultivation
of the soil is to be depended pon the adop-
tion of an improved system of cropping and
management, this mode of procedure,
amongst a class of persons notorious for their
prejudices, in the snrest and best way to
attain that object. The more attention I

py
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have given to this subject, the more am [
convinced of what I Lelieve to be the fact,
thal no other machinero whatever at present
exists in [relaud capable of so successfully
improving the agriculture of the country, as
that of which this establishment is the
“ motive power.”

It is not my intention to enter upon the
subject of agricultural education ; still 1 can-
not refrain from giving one estract, in
reference to it, from a book which has re-
cently come into my hands, eutitled, ¢ An-
nual Report of the Commissionuer of Patents
for the year 1817, to the “llouse of Re-
presentatives,” United State, in  which,
amongst other important matters, agricultu-
ral educmion forms a principal article. At
page 325 the author says. “ The Govern-
ment Councillor Albrecht, of the Grand
Duchy of Nassau, at one of the meetings of
German agriculturists, when the question of
instructing children in public schouls was
discussed, observed that.

“Since 1817, there had existed, in Nas-
san, and institution for schools-teachers,
where all the branches of natural history
and agriculture are tanght, not with the view
so educate the teachers us practical furmers,
but to give those men who are destined to
live among the farmers, and charged with
the education of children who will inherit
the same occupation, a theorical kuowledge
of agricalture so that correct views, on mat-
ters of agriculture, might be diffused in com-
mon schools,” ¢ I, myself,? said he, ¢have
been for seventeen years in succession pro-
fessor of agriculture; and my friend, the
medical councillor, lectured on natural his-
tory about as long as 1 did in the same
instittion.  We both can give the assu-
rance, that those young men, whom we
educate for teaching, were mostly sons of
farmers, who had obtained no other instrue-
tion than that of the village schaols; that
they listened to our lectures with undivided
attention, and with great advantage; that
they proved this when they obtained sitn-
ations as teachers; for they disseminated
correct views, and awakened a love of agri-
cultural knowledge anong the chuldren,  To
this may be ascribed the fact, that the
greatest number of pupils at the agricolural
school at Listein, from 1818 10 1843, and at
Wiesbaden, from 1834 to 1813, camne {rom
those s~hools where our pupils laid the
germs of that knowledge; and it grows vi-
gorously.

“ These comprehended the more scienti-
fic branches of natural history and agricul-
tural with much more readiness, and iu their
practical carcer applied them with more
judizment and advantage, than the sons of
proprictors of large estates, and better educa-
tion. We found, by experiance, that young
men who have not enjoyed a scientific edu-
cation are, nevertheless, capable of nnder-

standing a scientific lecture, and able to
follow the road pointed out to them.

“This 1 mention, in order to show that
young men from the cocutry, with a limited
education, are, without a scientific or col-
legiate training, capable of a higher degree
of culture in the art of husbaudry.”

Now, not only do I coincide with the
views above expressed, but from an expe-
rience of nearly ten years in aflording agri-
cultural instruction, in & somewhat similar
way, I beg to say, that I have fonud it per-
fectly practicable to combine agriculture
with literary education, and that, too, without
in any way retardmg the progress of the
pupils in their ordinar school stadies.

I shall only further vemark on this sub-
ject that, in forming an estimate of the sys-
tem of agricultural education which has been
committed to your management, and whieh,
by means of your wnremitting encrgy, is
now becoming gradually more and more
developed and inall quarters better appreci-
ated, it shonld not be furgotten, that in addi-
tion 10 the powerful influence wbich the
young men who leave this establishment
must exercise on the progress of agricultural
improvement, they will also promote in an
eminant degree both the moral and soecial
condition of those amongst whom it may be
their lot to be loceted, by the inculeation of
those principles of moral rectitude, and the
examplification of those habits of healthful
indystry, which they have imbibed at the
parenr institution.

I shall now proceed to notice a few of the
more prominent poiuts connected with the
farm management. .

The original model farm is divided into
four distinet sections.  The first of these is
separated into five fields, upun which a (ive-
crop rotation is exumplified 3 the second into
four fields, upon which a foui-crop rotation
is followed 3 the third into three small plots,
upon which a three-crop rotation is car-
ried out; and the fourth is cultivated as a
vezetable garden.  This is the plan of crop-
pine pursued at present on this farm, and it
1= evident that it is in agrecability with the
orizinal arrangement comtemplated in refe-
rence toit.  Bat, without intendiug to cast
any reffection upon the pany concerned in
its former management, I feel myself called
upon, in justiceyto myself, to say, that when
I comnmenced my duties Iese, this plan had
either been abandoned o7 it had never been
properly established. A period of two years
elapsed before 1 wot this hmportant end ac-
complished. Wimt also 1ended to cramp
my cfforts yery materiaity. fu the first year,
arose from the two following circumstances :
—First, no preparation of that portion of the
land intended for root crops in the cnsuing
year had been made, in the proper season
—antumn, and, consequently, this wark had
to be executed afterwards : and, second, as
neither horses wor proper farming imple-
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ments were upon the premises at the com-
mencement of my duties, I was necessarily
obliged to submit to the delay consequent
upon purchasing both. Thus it was, that
although I strained every nerve to bring for-
ward the work, and et the crops into the
land at the proper time, these and other
causes, to which it is unnecessary to advert,
thwarted my plans to a very considerable
extent, and prevented me altogether from
effecting any premanent improvements in
my first year’s manasement. In the second
year, however, the work proceeded more
steadily and systematically—many of the
obstacles which operated as a drag in the
first year hiving been overcome ; and I was
thus able, in addition to the general work of
the farm, to accomplish the thorough-drain-
age of abont nine statute acres, by means
of the pupils and teachers in training only.
The d:ains over the one half of this area
were made at twenty-one, and over the other
at distances which varied from taenty-four
to thirty feet asunder, and the average depth
of the paralled drains was four, and of the
main druiue five feet.  The materials used
in the coustruction of the drains were tiles of
a semicircular from, refuse slates, and small
stones. The slates were laid in the bottom
of the drains as soles, the tiles were placed
immediately above them, with their opens
sides down, the small stones were then
emptied along the line of thetiles, toa depth
of four or five inches, and the entire was
covered with firm sods. This is an expen-
sive mode of draining, but from practical
experience of ist efficacy I ecan recommend
it with confidence.
(To be continued).

Drying MaLT By STEAM AND Gas.—Letters
patent have been taken out by Mr. Hallewell,
of this town, for an improved methaod of dry-
ing malt, which, in onr apprehension, pos-
susses very great advantages over the old
mode, and must, we think, supersede it.
The interference of Excise regulations with
processes of manufactures in an old familiar
subject of complaint, as being a pretentive
to improvements  This was felt to be the
case with glass manufacture, and one chief
recomunandation of Sir Robert Peel®s repeal
of the glass duties was that it would release
tiie manufactore from the trammels of the
Fgeise Taws, and leave ingenuity and enter-
prise free to exercise their full powers of in-
vention and discovery. The result already
has juctified these expectations, and the re-
moval of the actual pecaniary burdens bears
but a small proportion to the advantages
eained in the production of atticles in glass
by the freedom given to its processes. In
the art of making malt, the rigid rule of the
Excise has often been complained of for its
repression of improvement ; but the process
of drying the malt, Inckily, is out of the

!

ganger’s province, and to this department
of the manufacture it is that the improve-
ment to which we drivw attention is applied.
The existing mode of drying malt is by
heat generated with coke and coal, which
precludes the adoption of more than one
drying floor in the same building, and thus
limits the extent of the eperation to the su-
perficial measure of the site occupied. By
Mr. Hallewell’s process the heating appara-
s is such as to permit its application to
each of several floors one above wnotier in
the same building, by which room,is greatly
economized. The floor of perforated iron
plates is the same as in the old mode, but
the heating apparatus, placed beneath, con-
sists of a coiled steam pipe, and immediately
below it a similarly coil:d gas pipe with
burners at short intervals along its whole
length. The use of the steam pipe scems
to be to coutribute a poition of the heat re-

uired without emitting any vapour, so that
the gas flames and their emission of vapour
be proportivnally moderated, and the needful
temperature is obtained with the seast pos-
sible production of noxious ex»~iation. A
graduited index is fixed to the gas tap, so
the proper regulation of the heat is perfectly
under observation and immediate control.
Thus the danger of over heating by careless-
ness or mismanagement in keeping up the
fire in the old mode, and the consequent dis-
c~louring of the malt and superficial drying
while the iuside of the grain remains moist,
are obviated. The absence, too, of sulphu-
reous vapour, which in a greater or less de-
aree impregnates the malt from the ordinary
fire, and which, if excessive, is hoth injurious
to the flavour and inimical to the fermenta--
tion of the liquor, appears to us to form a
very valuable condition of the patent process.
Where mare than one floor in the same buil-
ding is used, a lavge aperture is made in the
upperone for the passagze of the moist vapour
from the malt drying on the lower floor, and
this ventilator is furnished with a funnel-
shaped mouth below to collect the ascen-
ding vapour, and to keep the heat of the
gas and steam pipe wmler the upper floor
from escaping throush the ventilator. A
similar protection surrounds the apperture on
the upper side, to direct the ascending va-
pour from the lower floor towards the venti-
ldor in the roof, and to prevent its settling
down upon the malt lying to dry on the
upner floor.  Thisdeseription will, we think,
sufficiently explain to practical men the prin-
ciple of the new plan, and they will be bet-
ter able than we are to judge of its merits.
But as it seems tous to possess very great
advantages, we think it desirable, by thus
drawing public attention to it, to give it all
the opportunity it may on examination be
found to deserve of being adopted.
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Communication to the Editor.
PROFESSOR SKILLING'S REPORT CN THE
GREAT AMERICAN REAPING-MACIHINE.

Tue following valuable report is from the
pen of Thomas Skilling, Esq., Professor of
Agriculture, Queen’s College, Galway ; and
we recommend its attentive perusal by our
readers pefore they embuare in uny specula-
tion with the reaping machine referred to:—

Swi—TI presume you, and the readers of
the Gazerre—the landowners, gentry, and
farmers of Ireland—uwill be anexious to hear
something of the great Awmetican reaping-
machine that has lately been ushered into
Ingland under such favourable auspices,
and has produced such a sensation among
all classes, and which occupied the atten-
tion of the leading members of the influ-
ential press in no slight degiee.  According
to their views, this implement is to produce
an entire revolution, not alone in this conn-
try, but in ours also. The British farmers is
hencetorth to ce altogether independent of
the Irish reaper, the penedical visits of
whom conld be readily dispensed with, were
a good substitute provided 5 but this ma-
chine is ulso to be a substitute for protection,
and a panacea for for free trade.  You are, 1
suppuse, aware that the Royal Commis-
sioners of the Great Exhibition, appointed
judges to examine and report upon its merits,
among whom were two leading members of
the Royal Agricultural Society, one of them
Mr. Pusey, so well knrown as a distinguish-
ed agriculturist and writer.  These gentle-
men, afler trial, appear to have considered
it very efficient, awarded the owner the
great medal, and Mr. Posey has since given
a most favourable account of it in the Jour-
nal of the Royal Agricultural Society, No.
xxil.,, page 160. Itappears to have acted
altogether to the satisfaction of the fore-
named partics; but there were certain others
in Enazland perhaps equally acute. The
landowners and farmers of the noith, were
determined to see and judge for themselves.
The East Cumberland Agricnltural Society
held their annual eattle and stock show at
Carlisle, on the 18th instant : they hired and
brought down the machine to a field in the
neighbourhood, and had it tried on that, and
the succeeding day, on the I8th I, with
others, attended, and shull brieily detail
what [ saw.

The ficld had a moderate declivity; the
crop, wheat, an average of the neighbour-
houd, what we would consider lizht, but all
standing up 3 the grovnd unfavourable, be-
ing in narrow ridges, with moderately deep
farrow 3 the plot sclected was nearly square,
a pottion on each side, with the end ridges,
having been reaped and cleared off; the
machine commenced at one side, and reaped
ull round, was drawn by two strong horses,

which were on their mettle and distressed 5
up the hilly in the ceuntie of the rudge it cut
wells across the hill aud ridges - badly, and
down the hill far worse ; in fact, in the latter
case, it dragzed off the heads, leaving a
great portion of the straw cat at various
lengths; and as a gentleman, a looker on,
observed, < It was like a man half shaved
with a bad razor.” | reckoned twenty-two
persons attending it, men and women; all
appeared to be very busy collectiugand
binding up the greain in bundles, not sha-
ves, the heads and roots being somewhat
equal ; this is its greatest fault, delivering
the grain after being cot, strewing the
heads all over the ground; the persons at-
teuding could have cut the grain, at least as
vuickly, immeunsely better,and without one-
fourth the loss.  After it had cut once ronnd
the field, it was obvious.to the most casual
observer, that it was from home—ouat of its
element—a decided failure; all present
agieed in this. On the neat day, the 20th,
we had another fair trial, under other cir-
cumstances, and in another part of the coun-
try. The Earl of Lousdale, for his own
information, and that of his tenamts and
neighbours, hired, and had it brought down
1o Westmoreland, where it appeared before
a large party of the nobility, gentry, far-
mers. &c., on the farm of Mr. Beanstead,
near Lowther, and commenced work about
eleven olock. This field was laid out
favorably, in broad, weil-formed ridges, with
very shallow furrows, and was much more
favourable in that respeect than the one at
Carlisle except being rather hilly, steep, and
a much better crop, which, I could easily
perceive, was against it. It cuts mode-
rately light grain better than heavy; here
it was a good, standing crop, such as a
reaper would chaose for a first-rate day’s
work ; it was drawn by two very strong hor-
ses, but it would have required four. They
were mych distressed, and during the four
honrs it worked, were twice changad. As
on the former day, it cut cleanly up the hill,
but very badly across the ridues, particu-
larly at the foot, where the grain was strong;
and they did not atlempl io cui down the slopz
af all ; it would have been abortive.  After
two ronnds of bad work, they wvive up cut-
ting across also, and coufined the operation
to entting up hill, goina dovn empty.  The
work was continued four hours, cutting in
all 9,760 square yards, or a little over twe
statnte acres. As on former days, a great
number of persons were attending, binding
up, &ec., in fact, a quantity that could have
reaped more ground in the same time, aud
immensely cleaner and better. Its great
fault—delivering the grain from the plat-
form—on which' it falls after being cut 5 this
falls on the former cut ground in great dis-
order, strewing it over with lass heads. A
frial was made to bind wp some of the
heaps into shaves orderly, straightening the
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grain tops and butts, as after veapers, but
this was found quite impracticable: a man
could have reape:d and tied a sheaf much
sooner and better than he could have settled
the heaps as they left the machine. A very
important experimaut was made in the field
by some gentlemen, to ascertain the loss
sustained by loose heads, gleanings, &e.,
left on the ground after the grain had been
bound up. An averages square yard was
measured, the loose heads colledted upon it,
the gain and straw separated and weighed.
Of grain there was § of an ounce, being at
the rate of 2263 Ibs. per acre; of straw, 1%
ounce, or 378 lbs. per ditto—a quantity the
value of which would have reape:, bound,
and carried it to the stack-yard.  After wit-
nessing these trials, the facts are incontro-
vertible, that this implement is not, at pre-
sent, calculated to mect circumstances. Al
circumstances wmust svit it the ground must
be penfecily level, without ridge or furrow ;
the grain mnst be a mederately light crop,
and all slanding. Even taking these matters
into consideration, the crop can be much
cheaper and better reaped by the seythe or
sickle. On this head there were not two
opinions in the field that day, nor have I
heard auny other since ; the implement was
acknowledged on all hands to be a decided
failure. 1 am not prepared to say that it
may not be mueh improved; in this coun-
try I should think it will.  But there are
serious difficulties in the way, in making a
machine 1o do the work correctly and cheap-
ly, in various localities, under diflerent cir-
cumstances, and with different erops. My
own Impression is, it will be a long time ere
it can come in competition with the seythe
or the sharping sickle. ’

On this head 1 may mention, that a very
important experiment was made in this
neighbourho.ud a few days azo, by the mem-
bers of the Penrith Agricultural Seciety, to
test the merits ot the scythe and sickle in
reaping grain.  An Enghsh mower and an
Inish reaper contested for a prize, and our
countryman wou easy. From this we may
infer that there are siill hopes for Ireland.
—Yaours, &c., Tromas SriLuing, Lowther
Costle, Sepi. 22, 1851.

THE CLAUSS N FLAX PROCESS.

The Belfast Mercury states, on authority,
that Dr. Hoeges, Professor of Awriculture,
Queen’s College, Be fust; Dr. Blythe, Pro-
fessor of Chymistry 3 and Mr. Murphy, Pro-
fessor of Agiiculture, Queens Colleae, Cork,
bave been appointed as a commission o in-
vestigate the merits of the process of pre-
paring flax _patented by the Chevalier
Claussen. The experiments are heing con-
dueted at the flax-steepihg establishment of
Mr. Dargzan, the eminent railway contractor,
abomt 17 miles from the eity of Cork.

Agricultural Journal
AND
TRANSACTIONS
OF THE

LOWERCANADA AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

MONTREAL, NOVEMBER, 1851,

PROVINCIAL PLOUGHING MATCH NEAR
QUEBELC.

In conformaty to previous advertise~
ment, this Plouhing Match come off on
Wednesday the 15th of October, upon the
farm of M. Bell, about 3 miles from Que-
bec, on the bank of the River St. Charles,
The days was fine, and the land in good
condition, but the attendance was not so
numerous as might have been expected
from the number and amount of prizes
offered by the Directors -of the Lower
Canada Agricultual Society. The number
of ploughs upon the ground was 26, of
which, we belieue, there was an equal
number of European and Canadian plough-
men, but one of the Canadians gave up
soon after he commenced. The County
of Qucbee Agricultural  Society, under
whose management the Ploughing Match
was conducted, made every neecssary
arrangements, as to the measurement and
making out of the lots previous to the day
for ploughing, and the President, Vice-
president, Secretary, and several members
of the Commiftee, were present to see that
all went on regularly, and it was impossi-
ble ihe management could be better in
cvery respeet.  Ithappened unfortunately,
that the County of Montreal, the County
of St. Hyacinthe, and that of Three Rivers,
had their Ploughing Matches upon the
same or the following day. and hence,
prevented many from going to the Quebee
Ploughing Match. The worthy Sucretary
of the County of Quebec Agricultural
Society, J. B. Trudelle, Esq., requested
us to procure some gentlemen to act as
judges at Quebec, but the only person
who consented to go. was Mr. Hardy of



AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL. 337

Longueuil, who very gencrously went at
his own expense, thus showing a rare
exawple of disinterestedness for the inter-
est of agricultural. The whole of the
ploughmen had finished their work consi-
derably within the time allowed (namely, at
the rate of an arpentin eight hours, and
in proportion for any less quantity.) thus
proving that the time was not too short
for exccuting the work. Some of the
work was very well done, and in faet,
there was not any of it that might not be
considered fair ploushing. We were
sorry that the size of the furrow slice was
not one of the conditions of the Plonghing
Mateh. I a secale had been adopted,
ploughmen ivould havc been more parti-
cular to cut the furrow siices nearer to
the proper proportion.

Tt could not be an arbetrary or unneces-
sary ¢ condition” {o fix the size and pre-
portion of the furrow slice.  Grass land is
generally selected for Ploughing Matches,
and there cannot be any doubt that the
best size for the furrow slice in ploughing
such land, would be b inches deep by 8
inches wide or 6 inches deep by 9 inches
wide. Each siice leaning upon, or cover-
ing the one previously turned, onc-third
of its width, and thus the ridges would be
ribbed into regular drills having that ap-
pearance—which will be found to harorw
and cover the seed better, than if plough-
ed in any other way—indeed it is the best
mode of ploughing grass land, however it
may be cultivated subsequently,whetherthe
object be to rot the surface orcover the seed-
Tf the furrow slice is cut too narrow or teo
wide in proportion to its depth, in grass
land, the work will not look well, nor will i
be executed in the hest manner for the far-
mer. This is an established fact with all
who understand what constitutes good
ploughing, and the want of dué attention
to this point is the greatest defect in Cana-
dian ploughmen, who appear in too great
a hurry in order that they may turn over
alarge quantity of land in a day., We
indeavoured to explain the nature and

objects of « Condilions® extablished for the
« Ploughing Matche:" and also why it was
neecessary that the furrew slice should be
cut in due propovtion.  [Uwill not be pro-
ductive of much good to el men that their
work is not execeuted in a proper munner
unless you can convinee thew of the faet,
and demonstrate to them elearly, that the
mode you propose is a better one. Ithis
was always done by parties proposing or
desiring improvements, Canadian or any
other farmers would not reject or iefuse to
adopt improvements that would be mani-
festly for their advantage.  The usefulness
of Ploughing Matches is very uestionable
if prizes are awarded for any work that is
net exceuted in @ proper wanner, and
henee the neeassity of establishing regular
“Rules” as to what constitutes good
ploughing. At all Esxhibitions held for
nromotery agricultural or other improve-
aent, prizes should be withheld where
there was not suflicient merit.  If this vule
is not strictly observed, the awarding of
prizes is caleulated to do more harm than
good, as it has a decided tendency to lead
into crror.

We were much disappointed that only
swing ploughs of iron or wood appeared at
the Ploughing Match when we know that
ninc-tenths of the ploughs in use with
Canadian farmers are wheel ploughs. The
Conditions of the Ploughing Match nvcied
every discription of plough to he brought
forward, in order that their mirlls o
defects might be made manifest. Jtisa
great mistake to suppose that the Directors
of the Lower Canada Agricultural Society
would wish to discourage the use of any
plouzh which farmers could make good
work with. It would appear from the
circumstance of not having any of the
plonghs in common cse in thc conntry,
brought to the Ploughing Match, that the
farmers were apprehensive that they could
not gaiu a prize with them in competition
with ploughs of other construction. Ifthisbe
the fact, the continued use of such emple-
ments is an injury. If, on the contrary,
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they are capable of executing good work,
they ought to be brought to the Ploughing
Matches, draughted by oxen, or by horses
and oxen, as they are upon the farm in
general.  The principal good of Ploughing
Matches is to test the merits of ploughs as
well as of ploughmen and to show the dif-
ference between good ploughing and bad.
It is therefore of the greatest consequence
that Canadian farmers should bring their
ploughs as they work them upon their
farms, and it is also necessary that there
should be different qualities of soil selected.
It is generally the soil that isthe least diffi-
cult o plough that is chosen for Ploughing
Matches, and to this plan we conceive
there is a great objection. The land should
be a sample of the heavy clay, as well asthe
light loam or sandy soils of the country, in
order that it might be satisfactorily proved
whether more than two horses are requir-
cd to plough some lands. We constantly
see four, five, or six oxen, and horses, to
ploughs, but we should not condemn this
plan unless it is proved that they are not
necessary. We would never object to

the use of oxen for the plough, because

they are less expensive than horses, at a
distance from cities and towns, but of
course we do not advocate that a greater
number of either oxen or horses should be
employed than would be actually required.

The following was the award of the
prizes, which were paid on the spot by
us, as Secretary and Treasurer of the
Lower Canada Agricultural Society, who
went down for the purpose of seeing the
Ploughing Match and reporting it. We
give an extract of Mr. Trudells’ Report:—

The various lots were measured by a surveyor;
one hvar 50 wminutes were allowed for each lot,
to the Canadians; and three hours and 36 minutes
for ench lot to be ploughed by the Iuropeans.
The first task finished by a Canadian, was accom-
plished in 1 hour {5m., the last in 1 hour 33m.
‘[he European ploughmen finished their tasks in
2 hours 12m. to 3 hours 18m, The followin are
the names of the successful competitors:—

CANADIAN PLOUGHMEN.
Jacques Dion, Ancience Lorette... 1st prize $16

Thowas Hamel, $t. Foyaeieeereaee. 2nd % 14
Is, Plamondoa. Ancienne Lorette,.. 3rd “ 12

—

RN ROD

Pierre Dorion, jun., Charlesburg,.. 4th ¢
Tidouard Bedard, 00 caneee St
Charles, Dorion, Do. coveee Gth ¢
Louis Lortie, Canadidre.cecrsees. 7th ¢
Antoine Lortie, Do, ..ceeveenes 8th ¢
Joseph Delige, Charlesbourg....... 9th ¢
Heetor Routier, St. Foyeua.er veeeee . 10th ¢

EUROPEAN PLOUGHMEN.

George Plaine, Ancienne Lovette... 1st prize $16
Charles Wilson, St. Foy..ccieee 20d 14
George West, Do, aeieeeneeee 3ed ¢ 12
Anthony Scullion, Do, waueeveraes dth ¢ 19
Richard Downey..coveieenienneias Sth ¢
George Eelington, Stoncham....... 6th ¢
James West, St. Foy.ceiniiveneiaee 7th ¢
John West, 1)0"  cveeirvererenenns 8th
Joseph Sleep, Little River.......... 9th ¢
John Hyne, Do, ceeevcenscl0th @

SO ONEC

PROVINCIAL PLOUGHING MATCH AT
VARENNES.

This Ploughing Match took place on
‘Wednesday, the 22nd day of October, on
the Farm of David Laurent, Esq. The
day was as favorable as could be desired,
and the land in excellent condition. The
Steamer Longueuil left the Longueuil
Steam Ferry Wharf at the foot of the
current St. Mary, at about half past seven
o’clock in the morning, crowded almostin
every part with passengers, horses, ploughs
and carts, and on her passage called at
Longuecuil and Boucherville, where several
more passengers, horses and ploughs were
taken on board. The Steamer arrived at
Varennes between nine and ten o’clock,
when all the passengers teams and ploughs
proceeded at once to the field of action, on
the Farm of Mr. Laurent, situated close to
the Parish Church. The land was mark-
ed out in lots, and numbered, but from the
previous divisions, it was not possible to
make the lots of equal size, but they were
as nearly as circumstances would admit,
one third of an arpent each. In conse-
quence of an objection raised by several of
the ploughmen, that the time allowed by
the “Conditions" for the Ploughing Match
was too short for executing the work in
such strong land as that chosen, the Mem-
bers of the Committee for conducting the
Ploughing Match, who were present, con-
sented to extend the time, particularly as
the lots were not all of equal size, nor the
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quality of the soil equal for ploughing. There
were eight ploughmen from Quebee, (five
English and three Canadians) the former
of whom objected to any alteration heing
made in the time allowed for ploughing,
and in consequence, refused to start with
the other ploughs. The plonghmen having
drawn lots for the divisions of land that
were 10 be ploughed, proceeded to their
work at twenty minutes hefore eleven
o’clock. The Quebec ploughmen belonging
to the English class, consented subse-
quently to plough a small lot each, and
commenced about twelve o’clock.

There were about fifty ploughs, (all
swing ploughs of wood or iron,) of
which an equal number were entered in
the English and Canadian classes.

The speetators at the Ploughing Match
were very numerous, and as might be ex-
pected, were chieflv agriculturists, No
doubt the attendance would have been
much more numerous, if a steamer had
started from Montreal at a later hour
the day, and returned from Varennes at
four o’clock. We have not, however,
witnessed in America a Ploughing Match
so well attended, or where there were so
many ploughs, and men able to manage
them. The scene, altogether, was most
delightful and animating, and farmers
might, indeed, be proud of it. Although
the ploughing was generally good, it was not
all equally so,and this difference afforded an
opportunity of seeing the superior excel-
lence of what is considered perfect plough-
ing compared with that which is not so.
Many of the ploughmen who competed at
Varennes may challenge all America for
good ploughing. "We were much gratified
to see the interest excited amongst Cana-
dian farmers who were present at the
Ploughing Match. They appeared to he
quite convinced of the advantage of straight
furrows and good ploughing, and we have
no doubt the meeting at Varennes wil
have a most salutary influence. Several
of the Directors of the Lower Canada
Agricultural Society were present:

Major Campbell and John Yule, Esqs.,
Members of the Exceutive Commniittec;
Alfred Turgeon and . L. LeTouwrncusx,
Esqx., Vice-Presidents of the Socicty 5 J.
Hurteau, David Laurent, and F. Armands
Esqgs., Directors, and Wm. Ewvans, Secre-
tary and Treasurer.  All these gentlemen
were actively occupied in superintending
the business of theday. Therewere several
Clergymen of the neighboring Parishes on
the spot.  We were glad to sce three M.
P, P’s. present, George Cartier, Esq., M.
P. P, for the County of Verchéres, Dr.
Davignon, M. P. P., County of Rouville,
and P. Lacoste, M. P. P., for the County
of Chambly. It would occupy too much
space tu name all the respectable parties
who were present at Varennes. We
therefore only mention thosc who wmay be
considered official personages, and amongst
these we should have named A, Mon-
treutl, Esq., Secretary of the County of
Montreal Agricultural Society. At half
past one o’clock dinner was prepared at
Madame Girard’s, when a large portion of
those who were only spectators retired
from the field to partake of a most sumyp-
tuous dinner, served in the greatest profu-
sion, roastbeef, turkeys, geese, ducks,
fowls, hams, &c., literally covered the
tables. It is only in the country, and at an
agricultural dinner that such abundant and
excellent fare would be provided, and it
was done ample justice to by a numerous
company. The after courses were as abun-
dant and in greater variety than the first.
Although the company were very tempe-
rate in the use of wine, beer, and spivits,
these good things were to be had by any
party who “desired it, and all of the
very best quality, including Champagne.
They were not such filthy trash as are
frequently brought forward at large meet-
ings. We have been at several agricultural
gatherings, but have never seen a better or
more abundant table provided for farmers.
‘We have had experience of high prizes
and very poor fare, at many of these
places, (we do not refer to Ploughing
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Matches) but the case was exactly the
reverse at Varennes.  Free tickets were
hutuded to all the Directors of the Society
who were present, to the judges, and we
helieve to many others ; the ploughmen and
some partics who accompanied them had
also free tickets at a later hour of the day
when the work was finished. Mr. Lau-
rent, who we suppose had the management
of these matters, deserves the greatest
praise for his liberal conduct, and for his
generous csample, an example, we fear,
that will not be folléwed by many in pub-
lic or private. Several toasts were given,
but as they were those usually proposed
at public dinners, we need only say, they
included Ier Majesty the Queen, His
Excellency the Governor General and
Lady Elgin, and all were received with
hearty cheering. To the latter George
Carticr, Esq., M. P. P, for the County of
Verchéres,responded. Severalotherhealths
were given, and Mr. Laurent very pro-
perly was not forgotien, all received the
usual honors, but we must leave this part
of the proceedings to other reporters.
After dinner the company again went to
the field to see how the ploughmen con-
tending for prizes were completing their
work. The time of finishing was very
irregular as well in consequence of the
uncqual quality of the soil, as the unequal
size of the lots, and thercfore it was deter-
mined by the Members of the Ploughing
Match Committee that it would be inex-
pedient, if not unjust, to disqualify any
ploughman on account of time, and the
judges were instructed to award the pre-
miums according to merit in the actual
execution of the work. The judges named
previous to the Ploughing Match did not
all attend, and in conscquencé the Com-
mittee had to choose some gentlemen on
the ground. Alph. Kempton, John Drum-
mond, and Peter Tisher, Esqgs., were
appointed as judges for the Canadian Class,
and —— Allard, Hugh Brodie, and Joseph
Lannoitte, Esgs., for the English Class.
1t was a matter of considerable difficulty

to determine the premiums in their proper
order, and the time tor doing so was shorter
than was desirable. The judges, however,
made their award to the Secretary of the
Society before it was dark, and after the
Numbers were called, the following were
declared the successful competitors.

English Class.—Thos. Hodge, St. Lau-
rent, first prize £4, Matthew Hutchison,
do., sccond do. £3 10s., J. McEwan,
ploughman to Mr. John Drummond, Petite
Cote, third do. £3, RR. Lockhead, plough-
man to John Morris, Esq., Ste. Thérése,
fourth do. £2 10s., Thos. Scott, St. Michel,
fifth do. £2 5s., James Holdsworth, Petite
Cote, sixth do. £2, Alex. Miliar, Ste.
Thérése, seventh do. £1 15s., J. Fletcher,
ploughman to J. Dodds, Esq., Petite Cote,
cight do. £1 10s.,, James Drummond,
Petite Cote, ninth do. £1 5Hs., Hugh
Campbell, do., tenth do. £1.

Class for Canadiaus only.—Louis Pru-
d’homme, Cote St. Luc, first prize £4,
Eustache Prud’homme, do., second do.
£3 10s., Joseph Lafond, Visitation, third
do. £3, Alex. Desmarchais, Cote des
Neiges, fourth do. £2 10s., Amable Bour-
guignon, Cote St. Pierre, fifth do. £2 5s.,
Iypolite Valiquette, Point Clair, sixth do.
£2, Felix Joran, St, Laurent, seventh do.
£1 15s., Joseph Ouimet, Ste. Rose, eight
do. £1 10s., Ben, Cormier, Long Point,
ninth do, £1 5s., Hector Boutier, Quebec,
tenth do. £1.

We do not think it necessary to give the
names of all the unsuccessful competitors,
as we hope next year to have the pleasure
of naming them and paying them as the
successful cumpetitors. The prizes were
all paid upon the spot by the Secretary and
Treasurer of the Society in presence of the
Directors, amounting to £45 10s. Some
dissatisfaction was expressed by those aw-
arded prizes in the English Class, that they
were not placed so high on the list as their
great merit entitled them,but if men were to
estimate their own worl, they would pro-
bably be all first prizes, and none second.
The days work being concluded, those
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who had to return to Montreal, and the
intermediate places went on board the
Steamer Longueuil, between six and seven
o’clock, and after considerable delay she
proceeded on her course, certainly at the
slowest rate of any Steamer that we were
ever on board of, and we hope we shall
never be a passenger in the same Steamer
under similar circumstances.  The return
trip was anything but pleasant, with a very
crowded hoat and a cold night.  'We how-
ever arrived safe in Montreal hetween ten
and eleven o’cleck. On leaving Varennes
three cheers were given to Mr. Laurent,
which he richly descrved for his politeness
and attention throughout the day.

We must not forget the very superior
state of Mr. Laurent’s farm, It is well
drained, and all the banks of the drains
carted away, and the whole of the farm
is in cxcellent condition. During the
afternoon there was a meeting at the
Chureh, which we were unable to attend,
and George Cartier, Esq., M. P. P.,
delivered an address on the subject of
agriculture. The address which we have
read was excellent and we shall copy it
in our next number. The Ploughing Match,
altogether was very satisfactory, and will
be productive of much good. It was the
first exhibition (except the Ploughing
Match at Quebec,) by the Lower Canada
Agricultural Society, and although eircum-
stances occurred which they did not anti-
cipate, and which they will be prepared to
guard against on a future occasion, they
have every reason to he perfectly satisfied
with the competition for the prizes, and
the very numerous attendance of interested
spectators. For our own part, the only
cause of regret we had was the absence
of the majority of the Directors of the
Lower Canada Agricultural Society, a
circumstance we could not account for.
If there is any Agricultural Ixhibition
unobjectionable, it is Ploughing Matches.
It is only at such Matches that practical
laborers, for themselves, or for hire,
receive remarks for their superior skill,

Farmers who can estimate thé value of
goad ploughing, and of a good ploughman
must see the importance of Ploughing
Matches.  Any man who is able to pur-
chase good stock and good implements,
can obtain prizes for them at Cattle-Shows,
but it is the working man, and the hired
laborer who may obtain prizes at Plough-
ing Matches, and a good ploughman is one
of the most essential requisites upon a
farm. It may be useful to submit a few
remarksin conclusion. Tromthemannerin
which the ploughshadtobeplaced extending
over a very long field, it was not possible
for the gentlemen composing the Ploughing
Mateh Committec who were present, to
see that all the # Conditions” were com-
plied with, but we hope that at the next
Ploughing Match, all these matters will be
cared for, by a more gencral attendance of
the Directors of the Lower Canada Agri-
cultural Society, who will be able to give
attention to the Ploughing, the whole time
itisin progress. The« Conditions” adopted
were considered necessary, although they
were not enforced this time. And there
is yet another condition required, that
is, the size and proportion of the furrow
slice. We also think it would be quite
necessary to have at least two different
qualitics of soil to operate upon, as in
England, and that the time allowed for
ploughing the light should be shorter than
that allowed for the heavy clay. Tiisall
very absurd for ploughmen coming to com-
pete at Ploughing Matches, to pretend that
they should have double the time allowed
for ploughing a given quantity of land, that
is generally occupied upon their own farm
for a like quantity. It is ridiculous to see
ploughmen contending for prizes moving at
such a crecping pace, that they could not
plough three quarters of an acre in a day.
Let.it be only satisfactorily ascertained,
what time is actually required to plough an
arpent of the land, selected for a Ploughing
Match, and we maintain that the time
should be very little more in proportion
that should be allc red for ploughing the
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same quantity of land at a Ploughing
Match. We have seen good ploughmen
standing up to their work, and moving at a
good pace, do excellent work, We
conceive that competitors at Ploughing
Matches should proceed as nearly as pos-
sible in the ordinary way that they are
accustomed to work upon the farm. Tt is
of very little advantage to those who plough
at Ploughing DMatches, or to the County
generally, to have half an arpent ploughed
at those places in the most perfect manner,
at the loss of considerable time, if on their
own farms, or those of their employers, the
general execution of the same work is far
from like perfection. If we cannot aflord
to occupy 12 or 15 hours in pioughing an
arpent of land on our own farms, (which
we are certain we cannot,) what advantage
is there in doing so at a Ploughing Match ?
Those matches are intended for example,
and they should be so in every respect,
and we contend that the ploughman who
shall do the hest work in the shortest, or
in a given time, should be awarded the
prize. What we mean by the best work
is that which shall be executed in an un-
exceptionable manner for a crop, and
aceording to the scale laid down in the
Conditions, for the size and proportion of
the furrow slice. If competitors coming
to Ploughing Matches will not consent to
conform to the « Conditions and Regula-
tions” they should be excluded without
hesitation. The « Conditions and Regu-
lations™ should first be well considered and
the grounds upon which they are adopted
proved to be reasonable and possible, by
actual experiment, but after this no change
should be allowed on any pretence. Dif-
ferent qualities of soil, light and heavy,
should always be selected, the time allowed
for ploughing be in proportion to the ease
or difficulty of executing the work ; and
then let ploughmen chose for themselves,
to enter fui either. We also conceive it to
be expedient that there should be a separate
class of prizes for the Canadian Wheel
Plough draughted by oxen or by horses

and oxen, in the ordinary way, and that
these ploughs should work in the heavy
soil. Canadian Farmers will not bring
these ploughs to Ploughing Matches, unless
there is a separate class for them, and
thercfore there cannot be any question of
the expediency of encouraging them to
show their work in fair competition with
ploughs of a different construction. As
the operation of sub-soil ploughing is
very imperfectly understood generally,
we would suggest that the Directors of
the Society should employ a plough at
the Ploughing Match, that would be fol-
lowed by a sub-soil plough of the most
approved construction, to show the farmers
present what the work really is. The
Lower Canada Agricultural Society should
extend their attention to every thing that
would have any influence in retarding ox
promoting agricultural improvement. This
will be expected from them, because they
have more power of extensive usefulness,
than local Agricultural Societies. We
respectfully suggest that gentlemen who
undertake the duty of Directors, should
endeavour to be present at all the Quar-
terly and Special Meetings of the Directors,
if not prevented by some urgent business.
The Society represented by the Directors,
have much in their power to do for the
good of their country; and now, (that
undoubtedly, there isa very general interest
excited in favor of our agricuiture,)is the
time for action, and for doing every thing
that is possible to keep up this interest,
that is calculated to advance the prosperity
of the country more than any thing else.
Canals and Railroads are desirable because
they must be beneficial to agriculture, and
it was for this cause we always advocated
them. Model Farmswe havehumbly recom-
mended with Agricultural Schools attach-
ed to them, but without which we would
consider them to be of little value. These
Institutions, if established upon a proper
principal, and under competent superin-
tendence would be productive of much
good to the country. Youth might be
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regularly trained in all the practical art of
agriculture, as well as in the sciences con-
nected with it, and their general educa-
tion might at the same time be attended to
for a few hours every day. In case an
Agricultural School was connected with
the Model Farm, the instruction of youth
would compensate in some degree, for any
loss that might be incurred by the farm—
but if there is a loss without the school,
there will not be anything to compensate
for it.  'We have extended this report to a
great length, but we feel it our duty to refer
to every circumstance that may occur to us
connected with the progress of agricultural
improvement that our readers may take
them into consideration and act upon such
suggestions as they may approve of.

COUNTY OF MONTREAL PLOUGHING
MATCIL

‘We had notan opportunity of witnessing
this Ploughing Match, as we were at Que-
bec at the time, but we visited the field a
few days after with John Dodds, Esq., the
President of the County of Montreal Agri-
cultural Society, and were delighted to see
that the work was exceedinnly well exe-
duted, with very few exceptions. The
ploughing done by Canadians, of whom
there was only five competitors, was nearly,
if not altogether, as well executed, as the
ploughing done by Europeans, for the pro-
duction of a crop; the furrow slice was
well cut, and the ridges well formed. The
ploughmen of the County of Montreal
might safely compete in any ploughing
match we have ever seen in America, and
we hope the number of good ploughmen in
that county, will go on increasing, until
we shall not have an ill-ploughed field to
be scen on the Island,

The immediate neighborhood of the
City of Quebec has uudoubtedly been
most tastefully improved by gentlemen
residing there, and we have nothing in the
neighborhood of Montreal to compare to it.

Near Quebec, the gentlemen’s places have
a neatness and park-like appearance, that
quite surpasses any thing we have ncar
Montreal. We have some fine houses
and gardens certainly near Montreal, b
they are nothing more than houses and
gardens. There are not any beautifully
improved parks attached to them, stocked
with fine animals, as near Quebec, There
are many delightful rides about Quebec,
and the beauty and grandeur of the
surrounding scenery cannot be surpassed,
we believe. on this continent. We are
not surprised that tourists should be anxious
to visit Quebec, we only wonder at the
shortstay they generally make there. They
arrive in the steamer in the morning,—go
off in double quick time to see the Falls of
Montmorency, get a tickct of’ admission to
view the Citidal, and return to Montreal
in the evening. 'We can tell such visitors
that they leave unscen many things that
would be worth seeing, and can only form
a very imperfect idea of the beauties of the
country ahout Quebec. We are in the
habit of thinking highly of Montreal, but
unquestionably, with one exception, the
approaches to the city are by no means
creditable tous. Some of the landsthat are
situated even within the city bounds, are in
a most wretched state of waste, and over
run with weeds. Visitors to Montreal
must suppose we do not set much value
on land even in the c¢ity, and within a mile
or two of it. How different it is in
Quebec! The proprietors of land near
Quebec can teach us many things that
would be useful for us to know and imitate,
and which would greatly improve the ap-
proaches to Montreal. We conceive that
the building of iine houses does very little
towards beautifying a country, compared
with the improvement and planting of the
land in a tasteful manner. We visited, on
two occasions, the residence of Thomas
Gibb, Esq., near Quebec, and we saw
greatly delighted with every thing we seen
there. His garden was stocked with a
most beautiful variety of flowers and rare
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plants, his green houses with grapes and
othier fruits, in fact the roads, walks, fences,
every thing was Xept in the very best
order.  The farm is_large, we believe
about 300 arpents; it is all well fenced,
well stocked, and under good cultivation.
The stables, brans, and other out buildings,
are all of the best deseription, painted in
oil, (white,) in the best stile.  The whole
establishment is highly creditable to e
owner, but we regret that farmers can not
adopt it as a model. There was vne cir-
cumstance connected with the establish-
ment of Mr. Gibb, which we beg he will
parlon us for alluding to. We conceive
that it would have been a great improve-
ment if the outward walls of the stables and
barns had been constructed of stone or
brick instead of wood. We do not think
they would have cost more, including the
painting of the wood, and the necessity of
constantly renewing it.  Stone or brick
would be warm, more lasting than wood,
and would look better. If farm buildings
of wood painted white, in ail, as those of
Mr, Gibl’s are, do not be constantly kept
in the same ordov that they are kept at
present, they will not look well. My,
Gibb’s cstablishment is in the very besg
possible condition at present, and we wish
him long life to keep it so. We belicve
there is not in Canada an establishment
better kept, or that can compare with it,
including cvery ihing upon the farm at
the present moments,

Professor Johnston, in his “ notes on
North America,? saysin reference to New
Brunswick. “In the Province itself] it
struck me as very remarkable, that while
among their republican neighbors, all the
geese were swans, the provincials were
congtantly maintaining their own swans to
be only geese. Every thing was wrong
in the eyes of many I met, and every
thing among themselves inferior, although,
in almoest every particular, when a close
cxamination was madc, their own superi-
ority was manifest. They present one of

the few cxamples a traveller over the
world meets with, of people to whom the
remarks of Sir John Mandeville, which T
have prefixed as a motio to this book, do
not stiictly apply.” As our readers may
not have scen the motto, we copy it as
nearly as v.¢ can to the original. «In
fro what partic of the carth that man
dweell, outher aboven or benethen, it
scemeth nlways to hem that dwellith there
that they gon more right than any other
folk>  Trofessor Johnston met with many
“dwellin’ ” in New Brunswick and in
Canada, who did not entestain the opinion
expressed in this motto.

There is not any just cause for dissu-
tisfaction with our condition in Canada,
‘We may not be so advanced in some
things as we might wish, but we undoul-
tedly possess many things, which any
country in the world might be proud of.
Our canals, for instance, affords us the
most splendid inland water communication
that is to be found on earth. The wharfs
in Montreal is another work that is un-
cqualed on this continent. They aflord
the most convenicnt accomodation for a
large fleet of shipping, and every thing
about them is done in the best, and most
solid, traly English stile.  If ail our geese
are not swvans in Canada, we certainly can
boast that we have made a good propor-
tion of our geese into swans, and when our
proposed rail-roads are completed from
Halifax to Lake Superior, who will be
able 10 say that our country has made
as great progress in improvements as any
in North Amecrica. We cannot more
cffectually cheek improvement, than by
railing against our country, and endeavor-
ing to prove our institutions to be inferior
1o those of cther countrics.  'We maintaiit
that our position in every respect is favor-
able, and it will be altogether our own
fault if Canada docs not become one of
the most prosperous countrics in  the
world. We give another extract from
Professor Johnston, which descrves serious
consideration. ¢ Taking rich and poor
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together, it is a very moderate assumption
that the emigrants, on an avarage, camy
out £10 a head, which, for the 200,000
who land in New York alone. makes the
sum £2,000,000, sterding, added at once
to the moncy capital of the Districts
through which they pass, and in which
they settle.  Then, a single year’s labour
of this 200,000, in agricultural operations
upon new Jands, must add at least £5a
head, or another £1,000,000, sterling, to
the capital of the new States, while the
increased consumption of imported articles,
by the added population, augments the
Federal revenue which is derived from
the duties levied upon imports.

It is Europe, not America, the: :fore,
that 35 the cause of the rapid growth of
the United States. Iuropean capital,
Europcan eands, and European energy.
If all the native born Americans, not being
the sous or grand sons of Buropeans, were
to sit down and fold. their hands and go
to sleep, the progress of the country would
scarcely be a whit less rapid, so long as
peace between America and Europe is
maintained.

It is thoughtless in travellers to contract
the towns of Buflalo, Rochester and
Oswego, on the New York side of the
Lakes, with Colburn, at the mouth of the
Welland Canal, on the Canadian side of
Lake Erie, or with Toronto or Kingston,
on the opposite coasts of Lake Ontario,
and to draw comparisous unfavorable to
Canadian energy and enterprise, from the
relative prosperity of these several places.
There is quiic as much cnergy in the
blood of Upper Canada as there is in the
British and German blood of New York,
but the local position of those towns of
Upper Canada, and the condition of the
inner country, forbids their becoming, for
many years, cqual in size or in wealth, to
the towns I have named.  Supposc Col-
burn, like Buffalo, being at the end of canal
navigation, had as large and growing a
populatirn behind it, and as extensive and
valuable Western territories before it, and

that the highway from Europe lay through
it instead of through Butlalo, then Colbwmn
would have rivalled. or exceeded Butialo,
cven at this early period of their several
histories.  But this slow town of Colburn,
as many have thought and cailed it, has
nevertheless, a great future before it. The
nataral outlet of this western region is by
the St. Lawrence. The Erie Canal is
already wnable to accommodate its traflic,
and as this increvses with the growth of
the North-western States, more and more
of' it must proceed by the Canadian canals
and waters, and dvop its fertalizing contri-
bution as it passed through the country.
With the setlement of the interior, also,
and the increase of means of intess com-
munication, Toronto, as the natural course
of the cross country trafile from Lake
Iuron?  And Kingston, from its situation
at the head of the 8t. Lawrence, will both
become scats of commercial wealth, and
towns of political importance. I am sure
that if my Canadian fellow subjects will
be content to wait patiently for the natural
course of cvents, which no Goveanment
or enerzy can precipitate, but which
domestic disturbances will much retard—
most scriously, perhaps, by their eficet
upon European opinion as to the desirable-
ness of the Canadas as a place of scitle-
ment ; they will soon see every rcasonable
expectation fulfiled.  Even now, instcad
of granting that they are justified in Jook-
ing, cither with cnvy or discontent at the
growth of other places, I can only sce
reason to wonder that, in their geographi-
cal position, and with their political fret-
fulness, they have of late years increased
so wonderously fast.”

This work of Professor Johnston, is
worthy the perusal of any onc who is
desirous of knowing the comparative ad-
vantages of DBritish America, aud the
United States,as the home of the emigrant
from the 1 ..sh Isles.  We know that the
book has been very severely “ Reviewed”
by writers in the United States, but
although there may be some mistakes,
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which it is impossible for any author to
avoid, we consider the work as a most
interesting and useful publication, well
saleulated to give a correct idea of British
America, and to silence those who would
write and talk of signs of ¢ ruin and decay?
in Canada.

AGRICULTURAL REPORT FOR 0OCTO-
BER.

The month was not unfavorable for
farming operations, and there were several
fine days for taking up the rout crops. We
had not any severe frost before the night
of the 27th, although we had sonic snow on
the night of the 24th, and the ground was
covered with snow on the 26thwhich how-
ever, partly disappeared on the afternoon of
the 27th. Several farmers, we believe,
bad not taken up all their root crops pre-
vious to this fall of snow, and the frost of
the 27th must have injured them more or
less. During our residence in Canada, we
have seen, on three several occasions,
ploughing stopped by frost from the 1st day
of November and two vears in succession,
on the 28th and 27th of October. From
these circumstances it may be dangerous to
have any crop out that is susceptible of
injury by frost after the 21st day of Octo-
ber. Mangold wurtzel, carrots, parsnips and
turnips, will certainly increase in size to
the end of November if the weather is
open, as we have often scen it during all
that time, but still there is a risk, that per-
haps should not be incurred for the chance
of a larger crop. Mangolds or turnips are
very much injurcd by exposure to hard
frost for any time, and so are all vegetables
containing as they do, alarge proportion of
water in their composition.  1f the winter
should sct in carly this year, a very consi-
derable part of the ploughing will not be
done. The soil in many places was diffi-
cult to plough until the heavy fall of rain
about the 20th of October. There is not
much to report at this moment, except as
to the result of the crops,  'We have been
told that the avarage produce of wheat is

generally very defficient, to what might
have been anticipated from its luxuriant
growthrin summer. It is also discouraging
that the demand and price is not very
remunerative, and we cannot see any
chance of improvement this year. We
shall have to raise up customers of our
own by gsiving encouragement to home
manufactures. It is perfectly certain we
cannot import goods for farmers, unless the
farmers can sell their products for a fair
price, to enable them to buy. The United
States, we believe, will be our hest custom-
ers, and of course we cannot expect this
custom from favor, but because that
country wants what we can give them, and
at a cheaper rate than they can obtain
them elsewhere, in consequence of our
relative position, and the casy means
of communication. Barley and oats can
be produced in more abundance here, and
of better quality, than in the United States,
and they will want all we can spare. We
can also grow becef for the neighboring
States. There may be difficulty about
Reciprocity, but without this equitable
and advantageous law that ought to ex-
ist bewteen all nations, the United States
will be forced to take our productions,
and glad to obtain them so conveniently.,
From the present exceedingly low price
of wheat and flour in Britain, which will
probably continue, unless some change is
made in the existing laws, or in case of a
failure of the wheat crops, it is not likely
we can sell much of our wheat for expor-
tation to that country. 'We may supply
ourselves and our home consumption, but
nothing more under present circumstances,
and thercfore it is of the greatest conse-
quence to Ganada farmers, that our home
consumption should be extended as much
as possible, by encouraging manufacturers.
We have no fair chance in competition
with countries situated within a short dis-
tance of Britain,  We might do something
in the cultivation of flax and hemp that
would assist farmers, but we regret to say
that we have not yet any flax mills in the
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country, although we expect it will not bhe
long so. TFarmers will not cultivate these
plants unless there is a sure market for the
produce when raised and dried in the field.
‘We hear from good authority, that at
Albany, 8 to 10 dollars is paid for the flax
straw without the seed, per ton, when it is
pulled, dried and stacked in the field.
This would pay much better than wheat.
Mr. Clausen’s plan is now being fully tes-
ted in Ireland by the Royal Flax Society
there, and we shall give the report when
published. But independent of this gen-
tleman’s plan, flax and hemp should be
good crops to cultivate here, if we had only
mills to prepara the produce. Hay sells
in Montreal ata low price, from 20s. to
25s. per 1600 Ibs. Butter and cheese are
in abundance this year, and a large pro-
portion of good quality. The latter article,
in particular, is much improved in quality,
and is of Canadian manufacture. The prices
are moderate, but in this time of general
Jow prices, this cannet be complained of.
The marketis well supplied with butchers’
meat, and some of the first quality. It is
astonishing the improvement that has
taken plaee in the quality of butchers’ meat
generally in this warket, particularly in
mutton.  'We certainly are making some
progress in improvement in agriculture,
and this will be manifest to any one making
a tour through the country. Where no
clover or green crops were sown a few
years ago, you will see them sown now in
every direction through the country. Not
s0 extensively as would be desirable per-
haps, but there is not any doubt of their
extended cultivation, when the farmers dis-
cover their usefulness.  \We would recom-
mend those who raise root crops to be
carcful of storing them dry, and not to
place to great a quantity together, but to
leave divisions hetween them, and to give
them ample ventitution.  An arpent of
land well cultivated, produces a vast quan-
tity of mangold wurzel or carrots, and it is
a pity not to prescrve them after they are
grown, so that they will keep sound until

feed to animals. One or two arpents of
these roots would be a great assistance to
a farmer for his stock during wniter. The
carrot is excellent for horses, or for any
stock, and mangolds for catile and sheep.
The population of our cities and towns in
Lower Canada, although they are not
much over 100,000 souls, will require
a large quantity of butchers meatin a year,
beside the supply of the country population.
We have also the chance of a demand for
fat cattle in the neighboring States to supply
them with fresh meat.  The demand for
horses is another favorable circumstance
for farmers, aod there does not appear to
be any limit to this demand.  Wheat was
once the staple produce of Canada, but
under present circumstances, we must not
depend althogether upon it.  United Can-
ada has now a population little short of
2,000,000 of people, and in a few years
hence she may double that number.  The
prospects for the country therefore are not
discouraging, nothwithstanding, there may
be a little depression at present, in cons-
€quence of low prices.  Canada must be-
come a great and flourishing country, if
her inhabitants only do their duty.
Céte St. Paul, 30th Nov. 1831.

A few white carrots have been sent to
our office by Joseph Laporte, Esq., Long-
point, the largest we have scen in Canada.
They weigh between seven and eight
pounds each. Thisis a proof what a Ca-
nadian farmer can do.

LITERARY NOTICES.

We have received by the hands of I..
A. A. Latour, Esq., of this city, the 5th
number of the Journal of Agriculture, pub-
lished in Boston, for which we beg to
exchange the Agricultural Journal of the
Lower Canada Agricultural Society. We
have perused the Journal of Agriculture
with attention, and think very favorably of
ity and will very glad to exchange with its
publisher.  There are many excellent
articles, but the drawing of the short-horned
bull ¢ Tempest,” is certainly a very ex-
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traordinary one, if it be an exact picture
of the original. A bull of that form, we
would reject, whatever might he his
pedegree, and successful competition at
Cattle Shows,

We have 1o acknowledge the receipt of
the ¢« Boston Cultivator,” an excellent
Agridultural paper, published weekly, for
which we beg to return thauks, and to
send a copy of this Journal in exchange.
We have oily scen one number of the
Cultivator, and we observe that it is not
altogether confined to agricultural subjects.
This will, no doubt, make it more accepta-
ble to subseribers generally, particularly
farmers, many of whom mey not subscribe
to any other newspaper.

We give in the present number a trans-
iation of Mr. Ossaye®s plan for conducting
the Mode! Farm at La Turtue, of which
he is superintendent.  We shall not at pre-
sent offer any remarks, but shall leave it
to the careful csnsideration of our readers,

and would be glad to hear from subscribers.

on the subject, if they would take the
trouble to give their opinion and suggestions.

We beg to refer our readers to the letter
of Captain Rhodes, which appears in this
number.  We can assure him we publish
it with much satisfaction. We agree with
him in every particular respecting agricul-
tural exhibitions. Our great objection to
these exhibitions was, the irregular manner
in which they were managed, without
order or without giving a chance to the
judges to award the prizes according to
merit.  We should be glad to see agricul-
tural exhibitions, provided thicy were con-
ducted as in England. The animals all
placed in their proper classes, so as to
allow the judges to award the premiums
correctly.  No person should be allowed
to exhibit any animal unless it was brought
to the show ground properly sccured and
under full controul, so that the owner
might place it in the classin which it was

entered for exhibition and secure it there.
We have a plan of the Showground
of the Royal English Agricultural Soci-
ctics Exhibition at 'Windsor in July last,
that will show at once the English mode
of managing these matters. We ap-
prove of Captain Rhodes® suggestion to
appomnt judges coming from a distance,
who would have no connection with the
competitors, but we are sorry to say that
the managing committees of agricultural
societics are generally averse to  this
arrangement, and appear dispo=al to ap-
point judges ‘rom their own immediate
locality. As Captain Rhodes has become
a life member of the Lower Canada Agyi-
cultural Society, we hope he will interest
himself on behalf of this Journal, and favor
us with his views on agricultural subjects.

1o the Zditor of the Agricultural Journal.

Sir,—I have sven a good many Agricultural
Exhibitions in Lower Canada, and though some
may bo properly managed, yet the greater num-
ber are the reverse, I have therefore much plea-
sure in mcnr(h'ng & visit a paid to the County
Society at Drummoudville, where the regulations
with regard to the Show are good, and well eal-
culated to give satisfiction to exhibitors,

The President of the Society, the Honorable
W. Shepherd, and the Members of the Committeo
are gentlemen who not only understand the
details of Exhibitions, but who have weight and
stanking in the County to muke their Rules and
Regulations respected and obeyed, and as I was
a judge onthe oceasion, I hope Mr. Shepherd
and the Committee will pardon me if I bear any
testimony to the extreme propriety of conduct
exhibited by these gentlemen during my inter-
course with them, an example which appeared to
be admivably followed by the farmers uttending,
I have alluded to this delicate subject, Mr. Editor,
beeause I have scen Committee men on such
occasions make quite an exhibition of themselves,
in fact, become greater brutes than any of the
dumb animals present.

Amongst the Rules and Customns of this
Suciety, I will state severel, as far as 1 could
gather them from observation :—

Euach animal was provided with a cord, and
was properly tickeled and numbered.

No person whatever was allowed to address
the judge, or to make any remarksin nis hearing,
relative to the competing animals.
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The animals to be awarded, preminmns were
arranged in their respective blasses, for instance,
in judging maves and fouls, they were all brought
vet and rangeddin one line, with their thickets
numbered, and & boy or man holding each
animul.

The judge in awarding prizes was provided
with tickets, bearing the words first prize, second
prize, &e., these thickets were tmmediately
placed on the bridle of the successful animal as
soon as they were passed, and I would suggest
in a future year, that a small ribbun be attached
to the prize ticket, to make the award more con-
spicuous, and as & means of turning these exhi-
bitions into & source of instruction to the yonug
farmers, whose judgement might be in want of
cultivation,

‘The attendance at the Show was numerous,
nd the prizes were well selected, many of the
animals were very superior, but the prizes did
not appear to attract many sives, of which there
were but few on the ground, and thuse not of the
best quality.

Iam afraid, Mr. Editor, I have alveady tres-
passed on your columns too largely, but I know
it is a source of gratification to you to hear of
agricultural improvement, so 1 will make no fur-
ther apology.

1 am, sir,
Your obedient servant.
W. Ruobes.

Quebec, October 18th, 1851,

N. B.—The Drummondville Society always
selects their judge from a distanen, last year
from Montreal, this year from Quebec.

W.R.

St. Jouxs, 25ih Oclober, 1851,

Str,~] have for some tinse had a strong desire
to oppress to yon my thanks, and to assure you
that. as an Agriculturist, 1 feel grateful, for the
information and instructions conveyed to us,
farmers, through your Journal, as well as for the
disposition you have always evinced to forward
and improve so useful a calling on this disposition,
on your part, has induced me to ofier you a few
more remarks and observations, which yon may
insert in your Journal, if deemed worthy of a
place.

Do not be surprise if T premise my remarks by
observing that an Agriculturist by theory only,
may often”be led into such errors as would cud
in bis ruin; and that, therefore, the best and the
most “valuable™ information will be that which
will be derived from practiccl men.  The prac-
tical man is the man from whom you will at all
times obtain the most useful information, because

his information is founded on practice and expe-
rience, therefore known to be feasible.

Neither will you find it a just criterion to judge
of farming by the pompous and swelled up re-
ports of the gentleman farmer, who is a fumer
for recreation only 5 he lays out for cost and show,
not for profit, and always thinks himself amply
repaid by the pleasure it aflords him 10 show off.
It'is thercfore from the man whose plans and
views are for profit, and to whom a failure would
prove injurious, that we may derive good and
useful information.

Many European gentlemen have been disap-
pointed in their Agricultwal pursuits in this
country—nay, many have heen ruined by farm-
ing, because they were farmers by theory only.
It is not at all surprising that many of these
gentlemen should find themselves disappointed ;
they most generally come out with their heads
full of Inglish theory, part of which cannot be
put in practice in a profitable way in this coun-
try 5 their outgoings are dictated by this theory,
which, generally speaking, is more expensive
than the country will admit of, and therefore the
end is a failure.

Do not suppose from this that I am an enemy
to innovation; I am. on the contrary, for im-
provements and new plans; but I say that these
plans should not be aliozether taken from another
country, and applied to this without judgment.
The systems of farming in England, no doubt, is
very good, but may not answer in every parti-
cular in this country ; our plans of ilnprovements
ought, therefore, 10 be formed by men, who,
from their long residence in the conatry, have a
thorough knowledge of the practical part of farm-
ing in the country, a knowledge of the soil, and
of the climate, such men with judgment enongh
to deduce from the theory and practice of other
countries such parts as might be applicable to
this, may hmprove our system; but, recollect
they must be practical and experienced farmers,
and not farness by theory only.

Tt is, however, a happy thing for the country
to sce so many persons taking an interest in Ag-
riculture, if cven the rage for improvements
should prove unprofituble 1o some. We cannot
hielp being highly pieased with that spirit of emu-
lation which seems at present to lead every class
in Canada to the study of Azriculure; for we
cannot certainly Le too attentive, ror can we de-
vole too much of our time 10 so useful an ocen-
pation. It is within my recollection when men
of moderate talents in Canada, except tie unedu-
cated farmer, thought it beneath their dignity to
put their hand to 2 plough—how diflerent in the
States—on a certain festival, if I am well in-
formed, the president himself puts his hand to the
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plough ; if so. it is a laudable custom. It revives
the spirit of the farmer, it gives him a degree of
consequence in the scale of society, which he sup-

orts by additional industry, he looks on his cul-
ing as respectable; thercfore he works cheer-
fully. There is, however, now a change in
Canada—every one high and low, thinks it an
honor to cultivate the land; this certainly is a
convincing proof that Canada grows wiser as it
grows older.

What can be more absurd, from the lowest to
the highest, to disdain or despise a calling, the
only support of every living creature?

Your humble Servant,
GaB. MarcHAND.
William Evans, Esq.,
Secretary to the
Agricultural Society.

‘With the greatest pleasure we give in-
sertion to the above letter of Gabyizl Mar-
chand, Esq., of St. John’s, who comes
boldly forward in this proper name, in
support of the cause of Agriculture, and
does not, like many parties, shelter him-
self behind a fictitious signature, least it
should be known that he would advocate
a cause that has been too long despised in
Canada. We cannot but feel much obliged
to him for his favourable sentiments to-
wards us for our humble endeavours in
promoting Agricultural improvement. We
can assure him that the whole of our study
and attention is devoted to the cause of
Agriculture, and if we should occasionally
fall into errors, it is from not knowing bet-
ter, and we hope our friends will pardon
us. Agricultural knowledge acquired from
practice in the British Isles, may be very
useful here, provided we accommodate this
knowledge to the climate, soil, and circum-
stances of Canada. This, all men of sense
will do. But if emigrants to this country
will not act in this common sense way, but
introduce Inglish practice without any
modification in a country whose climate
and other circumstances are so dissimilar,
we must not be surprised at failure and
disappointment.  We have undoubtedly
learned most of what we know of Agri-
culture hefore we come to this country,
because from our boyhood we were ex-
tensively engaged in it until we come here,

A farmer under such circumstances, must
have a better opportunity of acquiring a ge-
neral knowledge of Agriculturethan he could
have in Canada, and this was the case with
us. On coming to this country we ob-
served at once that the system of husban-
dry must be very different here from that
of the country we come from ; but not-
withstanding this circumstance, our pre-
vious practice and experience was of the
greatest use to us, more particularly since
we commenced publishing on the subject,
and in our capacity of Lditor of this, and
of former Agricultural Journals, Iixten-
sive experience in the practice of Agri-
culture, enables an Editor, if he cannot
write good articles himself, to select good
articles from other publications. If we
had occasionally such correspondents as
Mr. Marchand, it would give us a greater
degree of courage and confidence in writ-
ing for this Journal, but we certainly can-
rot hoast much of the support or assistance
we have received from farmers—they very
seldom indeed encourage or assist us by
their correspondence. We have con-
stantly invited correspondents, and we
know there are many Agriculturists in the
country who might greatly improve this
Journal if they would take the trouble to
write an article or letter occasionally for it 3
but we regret to say, that some of the best
qualified farmers in the country would not
give us the benefit of a single line. Mr.
Marchand is able to write, and we beg he
will often favour us.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Journal.

Sir-—1 felt much gratified in reading the Re-
port of the Judges of the County of Montreal
Society in your October N°. Reports of this kind
must be of great benefit to every county. It shows
at a glance where improvements are judiciously
carried on and were merit is due. I camot see
the reasun why the same system is not carried out
by every county Agricultural Society, receiving
grants of public money. I shall explain briefly a
few of the abuses under the present system of
giving prizes for such small quantities of grain
as & bushel ar two bushelsat most. Such a plan
is no encouragement to Agriculture; it is only
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caleuluted to encourage Roguery, which I shall
prove.  The honest and industrious farmers have
no chance of competing under such regulations.
1 have seen at several of these grain exhibitions
great numbers of the prizes carvied off by far-
mers whose farms were under the most wretched
system of cultivation,  The plan usually resorted
to by these prize cutchers is handpicking, rub-
bing, tramping, keeping grain from one year
to an other, buying, and borrowing, and many
other malpractices. The same may be said of
grean crops, o personmany cultivate a small piece
of turnips and reserve a few of them for a show
and cut out & farmer who has probably 10 aeres:
The same may be said of the putato erop. I wish
it to be understood I have no objections to cattle
shows conducted in a proper maner. The way
in which I'have seen cattle at several of the Coun-
ty Exhibitions, it was impossible for Judges, to
form a correet opinien of there several merits, I
have wittuesed cattle of every age breed and size,
brought and mixed up together. Such a state
of things should not be suffered to exist. Unless
cattle are brought to these places in a proper
manner they had better not be there at all,

I cannot conclude without congratulating the
commette of management of the county of Mont.
real Agricultural Society on the judicions mea-
sures they have adopted for the advancement of
Agticulture, By this system of inspection it is
seen were improvement is carried on from year
to year. In this country improvement in farming
is not to be arrived at by cattle shows altogether,
as we see attempted in several counties.

Mr. Editor I humbely submit the above to your
consideration, in the hope that all county Societys
will follow the excellent example set by the Coun-
ty of Montreal Agricultural Society, in having a
yearly inspeetion of the farmsand crops and the
Report published,

I remains yours,
MarTuew Daviosox.
St Foys, District of Quebee, 21st October, 1851,

We give insertion to the letter of Mr.
Davidson, and agree with him that the an-
nual inspection of crops, farms, and stock,
reporting the result, and publishing it, isan
excellent means of promoting improve-
ment. We have for a long time deprecat-
ed the systewm of giving premiums for grain
in small samples, aware that great frauds
may be practice by this plan. By seeing
the crops growing in the fields, the mana-
gement of the farm will be best under-
stood, and it is only where merit is due

that farmers will have the credit of heing
awarded premiums,  There cannot be any
deception practised when the farm is
seen.

The communication of our friends Dr.
Smallwood and Mrs. Boa in our next.

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.
Otlice of the Suciety, at No, 25, Notre Dame
Street, Montreal, opposite the Ciry Hawrn, and
over the Sep Srorr of Mr. George Shepherd,
Seedsman of the Society, where the Secretary of
the Society, War Evaxs, Lsq, is in attendance
daily, from 10 to 1 o'clock.

All communications intended for publication
in the Agricultural Journal to be addréssed,
(post paid) to the Editor, Wm. Evaus, Lsq,
Secretary of the Lower Canada Agricultural
Society.

MATTHEW MOODY,
MANGFACTURER OF
THRASHING MACHINES, REAPING MA-

CHINES, STUMP AND STONE EX.
TRACTORS, ROOT CUTTERS, RE-
VOLVING AND CAST-STEEL HORSE
RAKES., PATENT CHURNS, WAG-

GONS, &c. &e. &e.
NE Subscriber has been employed since 1846
in manufucturing his improved THRASH-
ING MACHINES, with Horse powers, Hewas
awarded the highest Prize at the Terrebonne
County exhibition after competition with many
others. ‘They have thrashed and cleaned, with 2
horses, from 100 to 124 minots of Wheat per day,
and from 200 to 250 of Oats, and have given uni-
versal satisfuction. e guarantees all purchasers
for any recourse by Paige & Co, of Montreal,
who allege having a patent for these machines,
dated December, 18481 and warrants them equal
to any made here or elsewhere, for efficiency and
durability.

One of his Reaping Machines may be seen at
Kerr’s [{otel, St. Lawrence Street, price £25,

Having lately erected new and enlarged Works
for theabove articles, he will execute promptly all
orders in his line,

Thrashing Mills constantly on hand. Two se-
cnn‘()l hand Mills, in warranted ovder, cheap for
cash.

Thrashing Mills repaired, and finishing work
done.

Agency in Montreal, at Ladd’s Foundry, Grif-
fintown; in St. Andrews, L. C, at Mr. Henry
Kempley’s.

TERREBONKE. August, 1850.

OHN A. LECLERGC, dealer in Leather of dif-
e) ferent descriptions. Montreal, 174 St. Paul
Street.

1“ MOSES has always on hand a stock of the
IHl, finest Paints, Oils, Brushes, and Pencils.
Montreal, 97, St. Paul Street.

G LEBLANC'S Hotel, Custom House Square,
o Montreal,
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HN POPHANM,
ADVOCATE,
No. b Pluce d’ Armes Hill.

LEICESTER RAMS,

FEW THOROUGIH BRED of the above
£X forsale by A. DUFF,

Lachine, 1851.
I_IUDON, LESIEUR AND QUEVILLION.

A complete assurtment of Bagli-h and
American Dry Goods, of Ready-made Cluthing,
and also a large stuck of Hats, Caps and Furs, to
be sold wholesale and retuil.  Montreal, 106 St
Paul Street.

JO

LAZUR.E AND BROTHERS, importers of

English dry goods, American Satinettes, and
Cottons of all kinds, Cloths awl Casimeres, Shawls,
Orleans, Alpacas, Linen and Cotton Threads
Broad Cloths, Doeskins, Moleskins, Fancy Plaids,
Furs; also a large assortment of Dry Goods,
Montreal, 108, St. Paul Strect.

Extract from Notarial agreement entered
anto between the Lower Canada Agri-
cultural Society and B. . Lay.

JINTHLY. It is also further covenauted and
1 agreed by and betwecn the said partiea hereto,
that the said party of thesecond part (R. W. Lay)
is by virtue of these preseuts constituted, the
attorney of the said parties of the first part pend-
ing the firesent coniract, and not further, tor the
express purpose and with full power and authority
to collect all arrears for subscriptions due by sub-
scribers to said Journal while published hercto-
fore by the said parties of the first part.

(Signed,) ALFRED PINSONEAULT, President-

‘Wat. Evaxns, Secretary.

TTYHE AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL AND

TRANSACTIONS OF THE LOWER
CANADA AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, in
the French and English languages, will hereafter
be published by the Subscriber, to whom all Cox-
MUNICATIONS relative to SUBSCRIPTIONS, ADVER-
TISEMENTS, and all business matters conunected
with the past or forthcoming volumes of the
Journal, must be made,

The work wiil be increased in value and interest,
by the introduction of Dracizass of the Fixtunres
and InpredeNts of HHussaxpry, together with
Pr.axs of Movery FarM Buinnings, and descrip-
tious of the best variety of Fraits, Hustrations of
Domestic Animals, &e.

As Publisher of the Jourwar, I have wished
to visit Agents and Subseribers to the Work, in
the different parishes in Canada, to ascertain the
interest felt in its prosperity, and awaken, if pos-
sible, & fresh zeal in the cause of Agricultural
improvement, This T have done to some extent;
but I regret that business here, obliges me to
defer for the present many of my proposed visite.
I bave, therefore, conceived the idea of addres-
sing o Circular to the Clergé and Agents, con-~

!

fident that they will feel deeply interested in the
wide dissemination of the Work, and cheexfully
distribute, the Circulars in an advantageous
manner,

Anxious to avail myself of every facility to
secure an extensive civetlution to the JounNar,
I have made suceessful application to the Hou,
Mr. Morris, Post-Master-General, to send the
I'rench Journal an@ Circulurs to all parts of the
Province free of postage, fur six months, Atthe
end of that time it is hoped that free postage for
papers and periodicals will become a permanent
thing.

I have not sent the JounrNarn in every case
where there were subscribers hefore, for these
reasons.—I had no weans of kinuwing who would
continue it; and I thought it better tu wait, being
assured that all who wished to obtaia the Work
wouid give me notice. I trust this may be a
a satisfuctory explanation, and that I shall receive
orders from every quarter fully proportivned to
its 1portance.

‘The Journal contains 32 pages Monthly, is
published at $1 per annum, and any one obtain-
mg new Sabseribers, on remitting £5, will be en-
titled to Six Copies of the Journal for one year.

Agents and Subseribers ave required to remit
immediately to the Publisher the amount due the
Society. Also,a Corrucr List of SUBSCRIDERS

" in their vespective Lucalities. Care will be neces-

sary, in giving the address, to write plainly, that
all irregularity may be avoided,

Responsible Agents wanted to canvass for the
Sxow Drop, AgricuLturaL Journat, and other
Works. to whom u liberal Commission will be
allowed.

ROBERT W. LAY.

198, Notre Dame Street, Monireal,

AGRICULTURAL. WAREIOUSE.

TVHE Subseviber has constantly on  hand,
Samiples of various kinds of Acrictr-
TURAL IMpLEMENTS, among which will be found,
Ploughs, Cultivators, Seed Sowers, Straw Cut-
ters, Corn_Shellers, Sabsnil Ploughs, Vegetabie
Cutters, Thermometer Churns, 3lorse Rakes,
&e. & Expeeted by the openine of the Navi-
gation, a lurge assortwent. of Cust Stecl Spades
and Shovels, Cust Steel flay ant Manure Forks,
Hoes, &e.. &e.
Agent for Sale of St. Onge’s Fatent Stump
Eztractor,
P. S.—Any kind of Farming Implements fur-
nished to order, on the most reasonable terms.
GEORGE HAGAR,
103, St. Paul Street.
Montreal, 1st April, 1851.
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