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PREFACE.

Labrador, Peninsula, with the coast- -an d islands of

ire Gulf of St. Lawrence, possesses a colonial and

impenal interest, which cau scarcely be over-estimated Ï 1

in contemplating fhe possible future of British North

Americai-

The annual value of the Fisheries in British American

waters exceeds four millions -sterling, besides being the

best nursery for seamen ', the world ever saw.'

The fisheries on the Atlantic coast of Labrador alone

yield a yý.ar1y return of at least one million sM ýng; and

yet, sinée the destruction of the town of Brest,, at the

Gulf entrance of the Straits of Belle Isle, more than two,

hundred years ago, no attempts have been made to form

settlements on an extensive scale on or near the coàs't.

In the grec ipterior valleys, some ten or*fifteen miles

from the coast, timber fit for buildiner purposes and fuel.
exists in abundance, aud,,the climate and soil. admit of thc

successful cultivation of 0 common culinary vegetables.

Wes4v of the Mingan Islands -large areas exist suitable

for settlement. limestones and sandstones occupy the
coast, and'' extend about ten miles back over a space

of eighty miles on the Straits of Belle Isle, and great
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facilities exist in many other places for the establishment

of permanènt curing establishments, by which an annual

s'aving of m'ore than a quitrter of a million sterling would

_béý kcured at the outset, with the prospect of an indefinite

increase. Local establishments for the supply of salt,

food, and all the requirements of a vast fishi-ng trade, are

particularly demanded on the Gulf and Atlantic coasts.

The British American Fisheriesý will eventually acquire

a wholly -unlooked-for importance by direct trade with

the Southern States for cured fish, 'apon the return of

peace, and with the great valley of the Mississippi for

fresh salt-water fish conveyed.,'in ice. The connection of

the present terminus" Pf the 'C-xrand Tru.nk Railway of

Canada at Riviere de Loujý«.;w.th. the B y of Chaleurs

would bring the rich briny treasures of the Gulf within

easy reach of the cities of the Western States.

As a nursery for seamen the great -Nortk -Ameri=

Fisheries hàve no equal, and the day will yet amve . when

-the -hitherto desolate shores of Labrador, north, east, and

west,. wiR p9ssess a resident population capable of con-

tributing largely to, the comfort and prosperity of more

favoured countries.

TO.UOZ;TO: May 18W.
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EXPLORATIONS IN LABRADOR.

CHAPTER I.

THE LABRADOR PENINSULA.

Requisites for the Exploration of Part of the Labrador Peninsula-

The Start-The Personnel of the Expedition-The Equipment
- Provisions - Reported Character of the Country - Canoes

adapted to the Rivers - Boundaries of the Labrador Peninsula -
The Moisie or Mis-te shipi River - Montagnais Maps of the
Moisie and Ash-wa-ni-pi Rivers - The Montagnais Map-Makers
- Objects of the Exploration - Official Information respecting the
Montagnais and Nasquapee Indians - Information respecting the
Ashwanipi or Hamilton River - Information respecting the Condi-
tion of the Nasquapees.

H requisites for an exploration into the interior of

the Labrador Peninsula are few and simple, but

they require careful selection. Small, light, and strong

canoes, a plentiful supply of the best provisions, portable

tents, two or three changes of flannel clothing, a few good

instruments, practised voyageurs, and skillful guides, are

al that are absolutely necessary. The mountainous ha-

racter of the country does not admit of canoes longer

than three fathoms being used, and this condition places

a limit to the number of men that can be employed, and
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the amount of provisions transported. A crood three-

fathom , canoe - will carry three men and five hundred-

weîght of provisions conveniently, without being too low

in the water iii a large and rapid river ; neither is it more

than one man accustomed to'the work, can carry over

ges, which, in the wilds of Eastern Canada and

Labrador, are generally long, roi-i,,ceh,' and only capable

of admitting the passage of the ýinîdl canoes used by the

Montagnais Indians.

I made my , preparation' during the month of May

1861, bearing the foregoing considerations in mind, and

actinu in accordance with them as far as circumstances t
kould, permit. On the 4th of June, my party being

formed, and all needful preparations completed, we started

from, Quebec in the steamer ,Arabian' down the noble

St. Lawrence. Our destination was -the mouth of the

Moisie River', Gulf of St. Lawrence, about 400 miles

ftom, the Igreat port of Canada, which at that time pre-

senteda very animated spectacle. An unusually. large

number of merchàntmen. were sailing majestiSlly up the 1.4
iýyér; others lay anchored in the rapid stream, or, moored
,t d d the spacious
bree and four deep, side by si e, occupie

CO'Ves above the cityoýl' I was accompanied by my brother,4
Mr. William Hind, wýohad just arrived from. England in , èk:

the iR-fated steamer & Canadian,' soon to be lost on her

retum passage, iýear the Straits of Belle Isle.

My brother joined the expedition for the purpose of

making sketches and water-colour drawings, of scenéry,
Thdians and ainy- novelty in the vegetable. or mineral

orld -%vhieh it inIght be deçsirable to transfer tQ hisý

portfolio.
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Mr. J. F. Gaudet and Mr. Edward Caley were appointed
of the Canadian

Y the Crown Lands'-Department
Govemment to accompany me as surveyoi-S. I also took

with me from Quebec five French-Canadian voyageurs.,

and the followingr requisites for the exploration:-

Four birch-bark canoes, froin, fifteen to eighteen feet

in len(rth.

500 pounds of smoked bacon.

800 pounds of flour.

200 pounds of biscuit.

2000 rations of pressed vegetables.

50 pounds of tea.

25-pounds of tobacco.

Salt, pepper, pickles, &c.

Surveying 'instruments,, baxoineters,, thermometers, &c.
a plentiffil supply of ammunition, fishing-tackle, nets, and

a few portable non-essentials.

These provisions were reserved for use in- the country

beyond the rapids of the Moisie, about fourLeen miles

from its mouth, as it was my intention tà sùbýis' -on what
we could .procure at the -fishingg station on t*hý'è-* coast

wn upon our o,ým
until thro abited,
region.

We SDeuttw-o-or three days at the mouth of the Moisie

in prepannor canoes for the journey collecting information,
and in pr'ocuring the services of Indians and guides.

The description given of the portàges by the Montagnais,
ý,%vho were accustomed to pass up the Moisie to their

hunting-grounds on. the table land of the Labrador Penin-
sulal was very discou'aging. Indeed, ý some of -* these
people, vhoIad just descended the river froin the interior
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are im ossible to, ascend, on account of theec1àýýýý1m os,4
large quantity of water èommia--down from the melting

snows of the upper country.

They counselled us to wait a fortnight at least to give

the river time*to falV No canoe,' they exclaimed, 1 can

pass - the gorges while the water is high ; pýérpendicular

rocks, smooth as glass, flank the river on each side, and it

-rushes between them like a rapid. You can't put out a

line to tow, there Às no ground- to walk'on, nothing but

Mgh rocks, high, high You must wait until the river

falls.

We experienced great difficulty in prevailing upon

Indians to, accompany us, and no pecuniary inducement I

could ofer was adequate to persuade any of the Nasquapees

at Seven Islands, who had visited the coast for the first

time. two years ago, to venture on the joumey. This

unwillingness arose partly from sickness and habit;t-ial

indolenc e* - paýt1y also from a wish to await the arrival

of the Roman Catholic priest, who was éxpected to visit

Seven Islands during the month'of July. We soon- foünd

that the Montagmais and Nasquapees, who lin er on the

coast, rapidly lose the energy and bodily strength which

characterise them when living in the interior- and which,

are abs6lutely necessary in order that - they may maintain

themselves in a mountainous country thinly stocked with'

gam Once on the coast, :their habits soon change-

they learn to live on seals and fish, become very susceptible

of changes in the weather, and are liable during the

spring of the year to prolonged attacks of influenza the
r tion, they

When Indians wish to be ve emphatie in their de

repeat the adjective twice, and sometimes three times.
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youngr people become consumptive, the middle-apred

rheumatic, and death rapidly thins the ranks of this once

'numerous and si%rularly inte'restm*çf race.

Afte.r much trouble we succeeded in procuring the

servýces of an Abenak-is* and a Montagrnais, at the rate of

one. àýllar a day each and their provisions. Neither of

these men knew the country beyond a: point fifty miles

from. the coast -but they told us we should be sure to,

meet with Montaga and probably also some i squa-

-pees, descending the river from the far inierior to see the

piiest, according to an arrangement 'Made with them two

y éârs ago.

This tribe is represented in Canada b two villages -the Abenalds of
St Francis and the Abenalds of Beçmcour. They are sometimes called the
Abenquois. The date of the deëd assigning to them certain lands on the
St. Francis River, Lower Canada, is Aug. 1 ï 00. They number now 387 souls
on the St. Francis, and '172 in the village of Beçancour. Their hunting.-
grounds formerly-extendea over a considerable part of iew Branswic4 the
State of Miine, and the country drained by the St. Francis, in Lower Canada.

They are * half civilised - and most of them sÊèak either ý the Engglish, or
French langua, m addition to their native. tongue. The Abenalds are
Algonquin' but their language differs so, much from the Montagnais dia1ect,-ý

that our Indian éould not understand his compamon, so as to carry on a'*.
conversation. . The, word Abenakis is derived from Waban, 1 it is morningr,
and yW, 1 eal;ffi,' the whole signifyino- Il men of the morning," or east. The
village. and environs of the Abenalds of St. François, in 1821, contained
500 souls. In 1818 their church wais burned, and they petitioned the
Legislatuzre of Lower 'Canada for assistance in rebuilding it. Their

interpreter, J. B. D'Esti nanville, gave evidence before the Committee of the
Ilouse, appointed to investiýate the élaim, of th éý A-BENMUs , to effe t. a t

he had resided among the tribe for twenty years, and had been iheir inter-
preter smee 18at -imoncr their clàîms he mentionecl the loyalty ot this

people during the fSst Americau war; theïr great influence over the other
Indians south of the River St. Lawrence, from. Cape Breton to -XiQsisq:uia
Bay, - ana over the CiaorAxs and the nation of the 'V%7oLvEs of Upper
Caïada, in alliancé N'th them. In 1637 the AbenaJàs ascended the St.'

Lawrence as far as Three Rivers, to tràde porcelain beads (îvampu'm) with
the Algonquins, for beaver sldns. In 1661 they were at war with the
Iroquois, whose éonqueste hà extended to their hunting- unds.0 CTo
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Being unable to engage better guides, we abandoned

one small canoe at the mouth of the Moisie, and notwith-

standing the warnings of the Indians on the coast, we

started on the 10th· of June with the following equip-

ment

One strong Amalicite* canoe (my own), vith the

Abenakis as guide, and a French Canadian as bowsman;

one Micmact canoe (Mr. W. Hind's), with two French

Canadians; one Ottawa canoe (Mr. Gaudet's), eighteen

THE START

feet long and very broad, contaihng Mr. Caley, three
French Canadians, and the Montagnais as sféersman.

When laden with our supply of provisions, the three

* The Amalicite nation are represented in Canada by a band of 171 persons,
who reside on a reserve situated on La Rivière Verte, in the township of
Viger. The principal strength of this people is in New Brunswick, where

they have several settlements in the valley of the River St. John.

t The country of the Micmacs extended over Nova Scotia and the north
shore of New Brunswick. A band containing 473 souls are settled on the

banks of the Restigouche, in Lower Canada. They are Roman Catlholics,
and have generally made satisfactory piogress towards civilisation. Their
brethren in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick still exist for the most part in
a degraded state, and gain a precarious livelihood by hunting, fishing, and
the sale of rude articles of their own manufacture. -

k-



CHAI'. i. EXTENT AND BOUNDARIES OF THE PENINSULA. 7

canoes were depressed to within six inches of the gunwale,
but as we contemplated a week's work in making the

passage of the Grand Portage, which was represented to

be nine miles long, round the magnificent Grand Rapids of

the Moisie, it was thought that the consumption of pro-

visions during that time would sufficiently diminish the

load in the canoes before we reached the more difficult

and dangerous part of the river. The fourth canoe, a

Montagnais, was left behind on account of the many

formidable portages which we should have to encounter,

and the necessity for travelling as 'light' as possible

through the rugged country before us.

Having enumerated the personnel of the exploring

party, we may here fitly glance at the geographical posi-

tion of the country which we were about to penetrate.

The vast peninsula which commonly bears the name of

Labrador-a·term more correctly applied to the north-

eastern portion-occupies an area between the Atlantic

and Hudson's Bay, lying within the 49th and 63rd

parallels, and between the 55th and 79th meridians. The

Gulf of St. Lawrence, the North Atlantic, Hudson's Straits

and Hudson's Bay are its boundaries on three sides*;

Rupert's River, the Mistassini, and the Bersamits River

may be considered as forming the approximate limits to

the south-west. From the mouth of Rupert's River on

Hudson's Bay, to the mruth of the Bersamits on the Gulf

of St. Lawrence, the distance is about 470 miles; and

frora Cape Wolstenholme-the most northern point of

the country, to the Straits of Belle Isle, it is 1,100 miles.

Travelling northwards, from the Hudson's Bay Company's

post at Bersamits, in a direct line to Ungava Bay, the
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distance would be about 650 nýiIes; while to Cape,
Wohtenholme, to the West, it is not less than 1,000. The

area of the Labrador Peninsula is approxiinately 420,000
square mil s, or equal

to the British Isles, France, and
Prussia combhied, and the greater* portion of it lies

between the -tme pcSallels of latitude as Great Britain.
The -%ýhoIe of this immense country is uninhabited by

ivilised man, with the exception of ý a few settlements on
the, St. Lawrence and North Atlantic coasts.. and somè

-%videly separated, poýts of the -Hudsons Bay Company.
It is thinly peopled by nomadic bands of Montagnais,

Nasquapee, Mistassini, and* Swampy Cieek Indians, and
by wandering Esquimaux on the northern coasts. Taken
as a whole, it is a region, unfit for the permanent abode
of 'civilised man; andalthough once rich in fur-béaring

animals, and in caribou or reindeer, it is now in many
parts almost .,<t desert. It derives great im ortance, how-
ever, fro' the remark-able richness of the fisheries on its
coasts hence the establishment and maintenance of per-
manent fishing villages on the main land becomes a subject
Of great importance to, Cahada and Britain. The condi-
tion, character, customs, and traditions of the aborigoinal
inhabitants of so, large a portion of the earth.9s, surface,

many of whom have never visited the coast, are full of
interest; and the geography and geology of so vast an
extent of country form proper subjects of enquiry at the
present day.

In the -absence'of any definite boundaries, the entire
peninsula is divided into three parts, supposed to be sepa-
rate wateÉsheds, to which special, nameý have been given.
The area draining into the river and gulf of &.Lawrence
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ý1î belongs to Canada, whose eastern boundary is at Blanc

of the North-West River. The1 e Sablon, near the mouth

counby, supposed to be drained by rivers which flow into

the Atla-ntie, is câlled Labrador, and is under the jurisdic-

tion of Newfoundland. The remainincs part of the penin-

sula,- which is drained by rivers flowing into Hudson"s

Bay, has received the designation of the -East Maiii. The

names and position of the mouths only of >the many

e from therivers, which flow into the Gulf of St. Lawr nce,
Bay, of Seven Islands to the Straits of Belle Isle, are cor-

rectly given in published maps of the country;' and

nearly the whole of our present knowledge of tbe east

* s de of the Labrador Peninsula is derived from Captain

Bayfield')s surve which, are*. limited to the çoast. NoYS
map to, which I have been able to obtain access exhibits

a correct geographical picture of the interior of the

country.

The mouth'of the Moisie or Mis-te-shipu River the

Great River' of tlie Montagnýis Indians enters the Gulf

of St. Lawrence in lonzitude 6 6'ý 10", about eighteen miles

east of the. Bay of Seven Islands, and has its source in

some of the lakes and swamps of the high table land of

Eastern Canada. For centuries it has'been one of the

lines of communication from the interior to theleading

coast, travelled by the Montagnais'during the time when

they were a aumerous and powerful people, capable of
A assemblin upwards of a thousand warriors' to repel9.

the invasion of the Esquimaux, who were accustomed to

hunt for a few weeks during the summer months, a short
distanceup the rivers east of the Moisie, as the do now

on the Coppêrnu*ne, Andersons, 'and Mackenzie's Rivers,-
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in the country of the Hare Indians and the Loucheux.

The old and -%vell-worn portage paths, round falls and

rapids and over precipitous inountains on the lipper

- M oisie, testify to the autiquity of the route,* indepen-

dently of theti-aditions of theý Indians who now hunt

on this iver and on the table land to which it is the

highmmy.

M v attention was fîrst drawn to the Moisie by the Abbe

Ferland, of Laval L Quebec, who showed me a

chart constructed by seven Montagnais Indians- ai 'the

request of Père Arnaud, a zealous missionary among the

aborigaînes of this part of British America. ý The chart

e--çhibited the route followed by thèse Indiàý, from

Hamilton Inlet on the Atlantic coast up Esquimaux River,
a continuation of the Ashwanipi, to a great lake in the

interior called -Petshikupau - thence by au unbroken

-wa.ter communication through, the Ashwanipi River and

lake of the same naine to, near the head waters of the

eoýýt brîtneh of the Moisie, which they reached by crossing

a low water parting, and descended to the Gulf of

St, Ijawrenca. According to, the Indian chart, the Ash-
-tigh fiv -degrees of longitude,

wampi must, flow thro e

ti-avers-kcý he eleva.ted table land'of the Labrador Penin-

sula in a direction roughly pa=Hy-:-l to the qpast of the

Gulf of St. Lawrence.

The chart is ael-uious and instructive- illustration of

the remar-able capabilities possessed by Indians to

delineate the general features of a country through which
they have passed; and as far as we weré" able to. com-

pare it -%%-ith our own.surveys, it îs singularly exact% and

accum. te.
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The map is s'i,,çnied thus S
Fait à la rivière Mosie en juillet 1859.

Chs. Arnaud, ptre. 02N1.1.

One of the objects of the present êxpedition was to

ascertain* the decyree of confidence which inight be

placed in the -Montagnais chart of the interior, and to

test, as far as the season would périnit, the native de-

lineations and descriptions by my ýown observations

and the maps resulting from our exploratory survey.

So little was the Moisie, or Mis-te-shipu' Of the abori-'

gines, known in Canada when the Surveyor-Gener,,tl

of the then Lower Province, Jodeph , 'Býouéhette, published

his -work on'the British Dom*i.ons in North America

in 1832, that its- name is not éven meiîtioned am*ong

the chief rivers flowing into the St. Lawrence -and Gulf,

while those of * rivers havinor scarcely one half its mag-

nitude or importance . are given. The ýchimanipistick,

or River of Seven Islands, and the St. John, on either

side of the Moisie; -are nanied, but the 1 Grand River' was

apparently iinknown to 'the Surveyor-General in 18.32.*

In the description of the Emits of the Domaîne, after-

wards the territory of the- King"s ]Posts Company, by

Hocquart in 17â3, the MoisieÀs referred to in the follow-

ing terms -- I Lower do-wn the river the domain shall'be

bounded by virtue of our aforesaid ordonnance -of the

12th instant', by Cape ('ýormorant as far as the Height of

Land, in which. tract shall be included, the River Moisie,

Lake of the Kichestýgaux, the Lake of the Naskapis, ancl

Page 29,3.. ne Britiýh Donziýiions in Vorth Amelica, 4-c. Eýy Joseph
Bouchette, Esq., Surveyor-General of Lower Canadà, &e. London:

Longamans, 1.832.
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other rivers and lakes-%vhieh flow iâto the same.' The
ob -% iin as much informa-

leading ject vas, however, to obt

tion as possible respectiner--the 'general features- and

resources of that portion of the Labr.ador Peninsula, and

of the Montagnais who now hunt chiefly on the-coast, as

well as of the Nasquapees who roam. throughout the

interior. The extent 'and character of the information

accessible to the publie respectingr these Indians may be

gathered fi-oiù the-*followin,,r extract fi-om'tlie Report of

the Special Commissioners appointed by the Govemment
1 of Canada to, investigûte Indian affairs, published in1 ïg]

1858

To the* tribes above enumerated we may add the Misstassins
and Nasquapees, on the Lower St. Lawrence. The latter are
aldn to, the Montagmais, and number about 2,500, of whom
1,500 are still pagans. This tribe acknowledge a Superior
Being, who they say lives in the sun and moon. In this. respect

their legends correspond WIith the Ottawas. To this Deity they
sacrifice a portion of everything they kill. They axe clothed
altogrether in furs, and deer skins, and are described as- being

Èi Z st filthy in their habits. Their only -wýeapons are the bow
=ow, and they resort to the use 'of thQ drill for the purpose

of ignitin their firés.

Thé existence of the. Ashwanipi River, and its supposed

rise in, the- rear of Seven Islands, was mentioned twénty

yeairs aggo by Ur. W. H. A. Davies in a paper read before

the Literary and Historical Society of Québec in 1842.

Mr. Davies derived his infbrmation from. Indians visitinu

the Hudso*'s Bay Company's post, on Inverto«ke, or H il

ton iniet. In describing the rivers which enter that

F; Appendix to the sixteenth vol. oÈ thé Jtwernals of the Le.qùZatibe

Asgen of the Proz,,iître of Canada, Session 18-58.
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remarkable bay, he says "Of these the Grand or

Hamilton River', flowing in at the head of the bay, is by

far the - most considerable, both as regards the lengoth 'of

its course, and the volume of water it discharges. It is

nearly half a league in breadth at its entrance, gradually

decreasincr in width forabout twenty-five miles from its

mouth; it then becomes from one eighth to one quarter

of a mile wide from this size it never varies very much

as far up as it has been followed. Two hundred miles

from its mouthit forces itself through a riange, of moun-

tains,,that seem to border the table land of the interior,

in a succession of tremendousI falls -and rapids for nearly

twenty miles. These, falls. were accidentally discovered in

1839 by a gentleman engaged in exploring a route from

Esquimaux Bay to, the interii Above these falls the

river flows with a very, smooth and even current it

has been followed for one hundred miles farther, where.

a post has lâtely been established. Bet-ýveen the falls and

the post it passes through a succession of very large lakes,
commun1cating -with.one another by very short straits.

These lakes appear to cover a-very considerable part of

the table land; they have not yet been explored, and

their dimensions are consequently not -known; but from

Indian report, many present a water horizon in different

directions,as portions of them are crossed. Above the

post called Fort Nascapee the river has not yet been
explored, but the Indians report that g

it comes fro* a lon

distance to the westward, and runs with a deep and

--genfle current, unobstructed by falls or rapids. It, is

supposed to com e fro Mi lakes in- Me rear of Séven Mands.

If this is the case, it developes a ettrious fact in. the
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formation of that country, viz., tliat a largge

flow for so considerable a dist.-Sce on the top

if I may so, express it, between the head v

rivers falling into the St. Lawrence and thos(

Hudson's Bay and -Stnu*is; 'for they are

Indians to be quite close to the waters of the

on either side. The course of the river fr.

capee to the place where it forces itself

niountains is to the southward of east,- it 1

the east, and . finally to the north-ec,.tst. The

it pursues until it fa-Ils into Esquimaux Bay."

An insight into the 'Condition of the' inlial

north-eastern portion of the Labrador Peninsi

in the -& Evidence before the Seleèt Comn

House. of Commons on the Hudsôn"s Uay Cou

The following is the passage Èeferred to:

Mr. Boebuck: You still -have instances in yoi
of jeannibalism occurringg ?

&P Gem-ge Simpson: Cannibalism bas occurre
Mr. B.: When did it occur in your recollectioi:
Sii- G. S.: I do -not exactly recollect. I t-hi

some cases of cannibalism in the last few years,
basea country.

Mr. B.: I have before me a letter of -Mr. Kenni
you have heard of 3!r.'-Kennedv?

Sîr G. S.: There are several Kennedys-; -N-hicl
you mean.
Xî. 1ý.: Ile is a personwho bas quarrelled w

pany, I believe, and he wrote a letter to Lord Elc
Si?- G. S.: ýý William Kennedy-

Notes on Esquim.aux Bay and the qiuToundin" Couni

Davies, Esq. (Transactimis qf the Literary and
184-2.)

Mý.
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R.: There is a passage in his letter; I want to ask you

whether you are at all cognizant of the facts. Quoting from a

letter *received by him, he says, 1 You will be grieved to. hear

that the curse which. had effect in the old country has extended

here, thouggh arisingr from canses of more frequent occurrence

than eveà the failure. of the crops.. Starvation has, I learn,

committed great havoc amonom your old friends the Nascopies,

numbers of whom met their deathfrom want last winter : whole

camps of them were found dead, without one survivoito tell'

the tale of their sufferings;, others sustained life in a way the

most revolting-by using as food the dead bodies of their

companions; some even bled their own children to death, and

sustained life with their bodies!'. Quoting from another letter,

he says, Il At Fort Nascopie the Indians were dying in dozens

by staxvation; and among others, your old friend, Paytabais.'

A third he,,,quotes as saying, Il A orreat number of Indians

sta.rved. to death last winter; and - -says it was 's fault

in not giviing them enough of ammunition.' Do any facts like

that come within your knowledge ?

Sii- G. S.: No; that is an exaggerâted statement.

In your thiyty-seven years' experience in that terri'

tory,, you have never heard of any transactions like that,' and

deaths like that ?

Sir G. S.: Never, except in Mr. Kennedys letter.'

Mi- * R. : Not in your own experience ?

Si,- G. S.: Certainly iaot.



THE LABRADOR PENISSULA.

CHAPTER U.

THE MOUTH OF THE MOISIE TO THE GRAND RAPIDS.

Scenery on the Moisie Bav--;-The''-Climate-Brent Geese-

ea-y Canoes -Waterproof -Louis, a Montagnais Indian-
Louis' Squaw-Louis' Marriage-S&d Huntingý-First Camp
on the Moisie-Louis' Blan-et-Seals- Salmon Fishing Sta-

tions on the Moisie - Captain Strachans Station -Louis' Father-

_in-Law-Poxýdéred Phubarb-Carefulness of Indians with
respect to Medicine - Strycl&ae - Its 'Use by the Fur-Traders.

ROZEN snow in brilliant masses,cappmg the distant

mountains, was visible froin .'our canoes on the

afternoon of the 10th June, as we slowly won our way

against the rapid current of the Moisie, after lea-%7-ing the

fishing station at the iouth of the' river.

A cloudless sky, a hot sun, fitful pulfs of wind from the

north, cold and turbid water in the river, patches of ice
in every sheltered nook on the banks of the beautiful

oi' e Bay, where snow*had drifted deep durino the Ion

winter monthsl, were significant indications of the climate

of the country.

A few Br ént geese flying to the north, S'à1mon here: and
gh at June flies, a sôlitary kingfis

there rising hi, her,ý and

aflock of cr Iden-leupred ploveri were all the sips of life

-saw durin& th 'first five miles.-

On the borders of the spruce forest, which came âown

almost to the water's edç.,re, the birch was just pütting
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forth its delicate green leaves,, but the larch scarcely

showed any indications of returning vigour. Li damp

and shady nooks, the. ferns were still cautiously unfolding
.ýM

their earliest fronds, and on the willows, half batlied in
d.) h -ins of spring in the Moisie Bay..

_Jhe floo unçr the catkZ
How late the season

tio the -m-iide.
JW

'-The ice only -left the Bay durinCr' the last week in

May) he replied but the winds from the sea keep the

trees back; at the Rapids we shall f-ind them cominct weH

into le,,,-if. Those Brent creese are goincy to the lakes,

and perhaps to Aýhwanipi;'the Indians who know the

upper country tell me. they will find it ftùl of ice even

rilow," lie continued., as a small- flock flew high àbo,ýe us'

towards the north but we are sure to meet, Domenique.

The Brent; Goose (Amer Audubon tells uý that 4The

Brent; Goose may be considered as a salt-water bird, forý it never ascends

our rivers beyond the influence of the tides, nor is found on inland lakes orÊ'
ponds,-anless it be wounded, and happens to alight accident&Uy in such

places. To this natural predilection or ' salt water may be attributed its

habit of flvinc, round the projections of capes and headlands. It very seldorn

passes over a neek of land, unless suddenly surprised and alarmid by the

oinner.
These rernarks probably apply only to the habits of the Brent groose south

2ýew Brunswick. From infbrInation derived on the spot, I learned that

this bird is not seen much farther eastward than Minggan, on the north shore

of the Gult They are found on all parts of the coast between M gan

and the Saugenay, where thev arrive about April ffl, and remain ten or

twelve d.ays. They go inland, and breed on the upper lakes, or crosg over

to Hudson's Bav. Thev come from the interior, with the other species of
-ees -ik-e direct to

se about September 15, remain about a month, then sti

the south shore, of the St. Lawrence, or to, the island of Anticosti, where

thev congTegate in large numbers, before their Winter flight towards the

South. The flesh of the Brent pose is very rich and j uicy. Several of these

birds were hot in the rear of the'-'ýloisie Bav durino the first and second

weeks of June 1861. Salmon and Brent geese are found in perfection in

Moisie Bav.

VO L. 1. C

_:A
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who has been -vintering there, and he will- tell. 'as ýàl

about the upper lakes.' Sz
A shout froin the rear canoe broucrht us up, Thé

heavily-laden little craft was taking in water tlirou7ffcirithe

holes in the sides, -ýVhere the bark is fiastened with watap

or sinew to the frame-a liglit breeze havincy becrun to

blow suflicient to raise a swell in the river. It was also

found to be leaking where the bark was sewn, together,
the strain caused by the hea-çry load havmig cracked the

gum. Hence it became necessary not only to 1 ogum' the

canoe, but also to re4ust the bacy-Ya(-re before we could

proceed on our voyage.

At the first favourable spot for camping we disembarked',
and set the .Indieins to.examine all. the canoes, and put

them, into a proper condition. Two bags of- biscuit were'

found to be partially wetted, but no damage was clone to

the flour, whieli had been properly laid on poles, placed at

the bottom of the canoe which contained it.

Towards evening I despatched a canoe to the fisliinor

station to procure an additional.bag of flour in place of the

provisions -which had been spoiled. The wetted biscuit-:

cloncerned the entire party; but a close inspection of the

-baiggage affer it was la-nded,--ýý-o--w--ed that a misfbrtunë__

had happened» to a waterproof Inclia-rubber bag., which.

might have been attended with somie inconvenience. 'It

also gave us an insight into the character and - dispositiop

of the Montagniais steers M*an, who tumed out to be a

character.' - In the waterproof big were pack-ed a

number of articles which it was most desirable to keep

dry; it had been placed in the canoe in the, proper

position, at the stern of the vessel, but the Montagnais
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Jiad not. been instructed by the owner of"the bag ýto, k-eep

this side up,ý and it appeared, that, in order to make

-j uiore room for his lecrsl lie had laid, the bacy on its side

-ifter'-%ve had started. The proprietor'-of the waterproof

recepta(je of his -%vorldly croods was enlarcring upon the

advantage of India-rubber, as we were surveylii',cr, with

some chagrin, our damacred biscuit, when a loud excla-

ination &om Louis - for' that was the Mon"a«iiais-' na-e

turned ou7r attention towards him. Hé was holdinfr the
waterproof bagg at arm"s -length, and slo pouring

-wly i the

water out of it-expressinor, Indian fashion, his asto-

nishment th,,tt the held water so well and so much

of it. While the owner of the bag was engacred in'layipcr

bis tlunçr§ out to dry, in the sun, Mr. Gaudet told -nie

about Lo'Uis" mode of treatinor a leaky canoe, and I

cannot do better than give his own description. Just

before we landed, I turned to Louis and asked him

whether there was any water in the canoe ; for we

were so crowded, and thère was so much baacraçre
stowed àw-ay at the bottom, that we could not see be
tween - the poles.* Oh, yes,"" said Louis laucrliiiicy

plentv. "'Howmuchý?"ýI.-isked. Hehelduphishand
horizontally, ,%-itli his fingers close together this way

to. tell me that ît was four inches deep-at the same
.-À time ýîi -niiicr., and splashing his bare feet about in it;

a11d'ývhen he had dône yawning he looked me full in tlie
race, and said, VI ater cold-very c, M. e

0 A.terre b'te
shouted, vick qu'ek and we- made the canoé leiip

Two. or three poles, e irlit or teD feet lon(r -Lre laid at the bottom of tiie
CapmPe to stiffen it, if the load be e

and also to prevent the baggag fî-om
zettiýn_<- wet if the came shoiild lealz.

Jel, C
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through it; for Louis brirrhtene.d -tip wbéii lie sa-w I was,

angry, and- paddled with a will. Tli.,.i.t fellow will either

be agreat nuisance to us", or very ,ýiiiiusiiirr and useful.

He is stroncr as a borse, jauglis at everytiiiiig, and cares

for- -nothing."

Louis was described to nie bel»oie I enç-r:ýiç-red hini as a

very crood-tempered Indian, and thoroughly capable of

iiian,icriiicr a canoe, but not'f(--)ncl of wor- or very sure

with bis crun. IEs qutdifications as rerpîtr& canoes inade

hiiii acceptable, and, althougli lie was weak. and in düring

the fir'st weekl from change of diet and constant expo.sure

to wet ýay and 1ii(-rhtý lie 'soon became a valuable addition

to, our party, independenfly of the constant amusement

lie ïifforded to' the other men.

Do you see that handsome squaw there P " said a Nova

Scotia fisherman. to me the mornincr before-we. ee,-ted

fro-ni the mouth of the Moisie.

Yes,' I replied, 1 1 see lier - -wliat of lier.

That's Louis' wife5 the Indian you en . grageW

'Louis" wife. Why, she doesn't live in bis lodcre.'
No,' said the fishernian, with a smile, 1 she don't. and,

-what's more, she wo4't : she won't haveanythinct to sav
to, lier husband, and, -wbat's nfore, she's ashamed -of
him.1ý

What bas lie done to offend lier I. asked, both
surprised and -curious.'

Well, thé fact is1ý lie can"t hunt.'

'Can't hunt? Do you mean to say that, that band-
some woman married Louis knowing--he could not

hi int ?

That 's wli ere it is ; she didn't know he co u*ld hot hunt

120 TUE LABRADJOR PENINSULA. CHAP. Il-
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-vou ve just Ilit the other side of iti' siaid iny facetious

itif(iriiitiit witil CL sinile. Now I 'Il tell you,' he con-

tiiiiie(l Piese Lidians on the coast are strang people.

I was liere fishiiicr last suminer when she came with

her father', the old man in the tent yonder, near

those 'squaws skinnincr the seal; the priest was here

baptising, iii,,trryinçr and. I don"t know what. Louis

saw the girl, and asked her to inarry him : they had

SEAL HUNTING ON THE MOISIE.

-ilo tiiùe- to lose;, the priest was going away ig a couple

of days not to come acrain for a twelvemonth, so the girl

con sented, they spoke to, the priest, and wère made man

and wife in ' a jiffey. Well, two days after this wedding,
Louis went 'Out with. bis -wifé to hunt seals : she steered

and he too- the gun - the way these Inctians do. Louis

fired at the seals oiie after the other and missed them.
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His wife then t.urned thé canoe in discyust to shore and

stepped str,-,ii,,çrht to lier father's lodge. . After much bother,

Louis prevaailed upon. lier to come wlith -him again to'

hunt and (rive Min. -a chance. So she acrreed to go: -again1ý

and on the following. dity she steered him close to a seal :

lie fired, and missed. She brought him up to another :
lie fired agmu, and missed a second tim.e. She looked

-so Louis told his people -just look-ed, said nothinçy;

but that look made Louis liervous. She brouglit him to

thîrd seal - close to- it - lie missed agitin. She said

nothinc but paddled to shore, and then ran to lier
EAhes lodçre. She says slie 'Il never àgain.

live with him

Up to this time she' s kept lier- word; but they say the

P riest inàke lier when she croes to Seven Islands next

month we. shall see.3

I turned to look at Louis' wife. She stood near to the

place where we were talking;-a handsome, deten-nined

woman ; lips :ftùl, but", tightly closed ; a dark, intelligènt

eye, whiéhý when it inet yours, rested, upon you with a

tra, nqi_ý1 self-possessed gaze. Her an-ns were folded

bene,th a shawl she drew tightly round lier wîdst. Her

h,ý,.u*r was neiatly bunched up, Montagnais fashl*on, on each

s-ide of lier fiace; she wore the picturesque Montagnius

cap of crimson and black, ornamented with bridd round

the edges ; neat moccasins and . mistassins peeped from

1eneath lier dress as she stood motiénless, watehing lier
sisters cutting up asseid, and apparently

pctylnçiý no atten-

tion to their jeers and scoffs, which the interpreter, near at

limid said they w'erè "tliro,-çv*g at Louis.' A-together

-$he -seenied -to be a very unfit life éomp'am'en for the inclo-

lent mid Loiàs, -who always wore -a 1(-)ok. of htippy

22



TIIE FIRST ENCA.LIP.ýIENT 0.'N TIIE 1%101SIE. 23

or stupid indiflýrencc to all the chances and changes of

this world.

Before Louis started with me, lie asked for fiffeen dollars.

I gave the - m to him, and wm not surprised to learn'that

he sent theni to his wife as a peace-offerinçr. Shle accepted

the money, but returned no answer, n9r did she appeaý

to be in the least derrree softened by this well-meant

attempt at reconciliation.

Our first camp on the Moisie was ilot more than six

miles from the mouth of the river.- Part of the low point

of land where the tents were erected was covered with

water durinçr"the high springr tidés. The banks, about

sixty feet high, were uniformiy wooded with spruce and

bireh as fax as our camp ;-but. here, by the washing of the

river, they had become wholly denuded of trees, and were

composed of incoherent sand resting on ash-coloured'clay.

The forest of the" level plain, ' which extends ' some ten or

twelvè ' miles back from the coast, consisted of spruce,
larch, and birch', some of the trees being -of considerable

size and well fitted for building p-arposes.

Just as the canoe- was about to start back to the station

to fetch the flour, which. I was.ânxious to obtain. to replace

the wetted biscuit, Louis came to me with a desponding

l-ok, and said he b ad forgotten bis- blanket -1 Would I let

him- go in .-thé canoeý. and fetch it ?'- .But Louis was not to

be trusted so near home. He might repent having come,
as Indians often do. during the first day or two ; I there-

fore told the - other men, whom I could trust, to brincs

Louis' blanket with them. Louis gave t1iem very indefi-

nite and confused directions where to find bis blanket',
and I am still' unde-r the impression that the article iii
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question was more imaor ary than real, for we never
heard of it afterwards; and Louis,when seen enveloping

biynself in a capacious, but rather dirty rug before choosing
his or the night. underneath a canoe, replied to
the questions

Wby,, Louis, what did you want two blankets for P
& Don"t want two blan-ets ' one enough.
Then why did you want to go and fetch the other

bla-n-et P
4 Like it best,' answered Louis.

-Do Indi ever have more than two blankets?'
Nô ; one blanket enouggh for Indian.

"Do you think the men will flild yours at the fishinor
station P'

Tink not ti n1k they will have-very hard work to find
ther blanketý said Louis, ilith a comical laug

4 Perhaps the blanket around you is the one you thought
you haël left béUnd P

May be, said, Louis, brightenincr up, and turninor his
head to survey the rugor. 4 IM ay be ; it looks very much

like it?
4 Then you have not got another blanket, Louis P'
N-0

Youncr seals were heard calling during the night, and
their dayn were feastina on salmon struggling in the nets

stretched half across the river close to our camp. The
distant roar of the sea reachéd. us at intervals, as gusts of

moigt wind came the river but the night was com-
paratively warm, and the early morning bright'. After
breakfàst we started for the Rapids, and in our progress
up the river found the veoretation much arther advanced,
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a-way from the influence of 'the sea breezes. The
balsam-poplar and birch. were nearly in full leaf, and

ZD(frew in gýraceful clusters on the precipitous sandy banks,
-%vhieh were at least seventy feet. hiçrhý and increasing as

we, ascended the stream. On approaching the Rapids,
fourteen miles from the mouth, the spruce and bireh

became handsome trees, frequently eicrhteen inches in

diameter. Land-slides showed the country to consist of

incoherent sand some sixty feet thick, resting on grayish-

blue coloured clay, of which fifty feet were seen -above

.the surface of the water.

Beautiffilly situated, two miles below the Rapids, is the

salmon-fishing station, leased b two American gentlemen

but now deserted in consequence of the. civil war raginer

in the States. The level character of the country.changes

here, and. the cold gray gneiss, peeping out from the

spruce-clad ba'nks, tells the reason why; the level drift-

covered banks of the Moisie are transformed to, swelling

domes of rock, clothed with the dark green spruce, striped,

here and there with the more delicate-hued -birch. Neâr

the foot of the Rapids we arrived at the -fishing station

formerly tenanted by one of the most successfal salmon

fishermen-in Canada, Captain James Strachan, of Toronto.

His spruce-bark lodge still remained on the bank where

it had been pitched some yèars b efore, and near it were

the rude but ample comforts and conveniences " with which.

spôrtsmen ïn Canada often surround themselves in the

woods, when time and means are at their command, and

wliich. contribute'in no* small deuree to, the enjoyment of

a camp in the wilderness. They all ap*pear to hav6 been

respected by the few Indians -who coi-ne down the river.
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or by the solitary trapper who now and flien passes tliis
-%vay during the winter season, to h h

unt for the hig ly-prizeà
martens of Labrador.

Just before ràiching CapLain Str.-tch,-t.n«s spruce-bar-

0 d çr e, we met a canoe full of Montagnais Indiiins, who
had been seal-huntinor but without success. They turned
out to, be Louis' father-in-law and three of his family. We
stopped to say a few words, when the old 1-nan embraced
the opportunity to ask me for some medicine, at the same

time commending his son-in-law to my care. I gave the
old man some powdered rhubarb, and told him, to take a
pinch occasionalIý before going to bed. But these general

ç_Iiýections did not suit him, and I was compelled to give
precise answers to his numerous questions -respecting the
exact quantity of water to be taken with the rhubarb

how loncy before or after' what he should eat before and
after-how loncr he sho-ald lie in bed -and whether he
might be penhitted to, drink cold water until the efects

of the medicine had passed away. When I had answered
-with as, much precision and as possible these and

sseveral other questions- of a more precise but less agreeable
character respecfingor' the effects of rhubarb, tht old -man

expressed himself satisfied,, said he would try a pinch
that very night, and bade us crood-bye. IIe had nok
paddled fifty yards when he shouted to us to stop, and,

]iùîýng back, insisted that I should show him the- exact
quantity of rhubarb he ought to, take at a dose; this done -
he saià a few words to Louis, and -ýwent his way.

As soon as he was gone, Louis gave the signal for a
race. Away the canoes leaped througgh the -ýv,,-iter, until
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they reached the little sandy beach at the landing-place

opposite the spruce-bark lodge.

No one -%vill be surprised at the solicitude exhibited by

Louis' father respecting the quantity of medicine to be
when it is known tli,-,.tt the stroncrest

taken -at a dose, C
poisons are employed by the ftir-traders to. kill wild

animals, and the effects of these poisons are known to

the Indians and areatly feared by them. Strychnine is now

very generaUy e'-plo-ved, and even in the Par-off wilds of

Mackenzie River it is one of the most successfiil agents

in the hands of the trapperorrather the poisoner,-of

some of the fur-lýe.,tr*a ai-timals.

In a paper presented to the Natural History Society of

Montreal on the fur-bearinir animals of the Mackenzie

River District, by Mr. Bernard R. Ross, C.T. of the

Hudson's Bay Company's Service,* the effect of strychnine

on Merent animals is noticed. The Gray or Strongwood

Wolf (Canis occidentalis, var. Griseus, Rich.) is killed by

this poison. It is described as, an - inÉallible method,
though. the animals soÈaetimes cro to su.ch a distance that

it is difficult to follow *their trucks; and if'a fall of snow

come after they have 'eatea the bait, their ' bodies are

often lost. About, two grains are required to kill a wolf

quickly-
In poisonilici foxes Mr. Ross says I hav, e tried'aconi-

tine, atropine, and corrosive subli mate 'without success.

Populax Treatise on the Fur-bearing Animals of the Mackenzie River
District, by Bernard Ro 'gall Ross, Chief Tnider. Presented to the Natural

1-listory Society of Montreal. Pliblished in the 1 Canadian Naturalist and
Geologist,* Februaiýy lý,61.
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The only poison that I have founà strong is strychnia.

One or two grains of this are mixed -with a little tallow,

forminct a small ball -tnd covered With a coating of grease

outside to prevent the animaI from. tastiiiçr it. A quantity

of pôunded dried meat and morsels- are strewn about so,

that the animal, after swaHowing the poison, may be

detained a sufficient time for it to openate.



CHAPTER HI.

MISTA-KA-PITAGAN, OR THE GRAND -PORT-4,GE.
h-ater Portage-The M -The

ligc oisie Rapids - Dimensions'
Boulders of the -Moisie Rapids - Labmdorite -Fire-Rocks -
Montagnais and Cree Dialects-Vapour Baths-Essence of
Ginger - The Mista-ka-pitagan, or Grand Portage -Description of

iew from the Grand Portage ruce-bax- Lodges - Frozen
Rain-drops - Beautiful Spectacle - Extraordinary Low Tempera-

àS5 ture -The Ascent of the Rapidsîn Canoes - Salmon - D angers,
of the Ascent= Indian S-M, - Moye Camp -Desolateness of thé-.'
Country-Probable Remains of Early Missionaries - Symmetrical
.4,iýgement of Boulders.

ILNDING it impossible to ascend to the foot of the
Rapids where the 3Esta-ka-pitagan or the Grand

Portage begins, in consequence of the high flood in the
river', we were compelled either to land our baggage and
canoes at the fishincr station deseribed at the close of the

last chapter, and cut our way through. the woods to the
foot of the Rapids, or wait until the' waters in the river
fell at least tl-iree feet.

Three men were ëTespatched to examine the path over
the high-water p6rtage and report on its condition. This
portage is only passed in the spring -of the year, or during
a freshet, by Indians ascending the river.

The men returned in the evening with the intelli ence9
that the path was rough,' but with 'Some little cutting
out the canoes and baggacre could be passed over it. It

£19
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was tbovght -,tdvl&ible to send the first and tryC . cc C ý 5
to force our way up the river witli tlie as it

would involve mucli, Labour and crpeat loss of' ýtime if wë-

were compelled to cut out a road for the large-minre

through. close woods for more than a mille. On Wednes-C> 1 ?
dity (12tli) .- %vork- was beg, i mari was

CUTTING OUT A ]ROAD.

loaded with. a heavy pack, and an ascent. made -to the

suminit of a precipitous hill 240 feet bigh, in the rear of

the. fishinor station. This was the niost difficult, part of'. C
the undertakirig. the reinaliiiiig portioii of the Ixatli beil](T
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over level rock-s or down steep Iiills. From the suliiiiiit

levela, çfrand view-of the Rapids is obtained, as well as of

__j?ýirt of the deep gorge throug i which the tuniblilig river

storm. tlire, tened, to wet the flo r

which liad been carried over in baas to tlie foot of the

Rapids, I desired one of the Indians to protect it in the

best way lie could. After a, inonient's piiuse lie took

a small axe &om, his -%v,-,tistb,-tnd, and, approaching sonie

spruce trees, peeled off large pieces of bark, with'which,
in a fet millutes lie niade a covering impervious to rain.

By sLx in the following evening all the baggage liad been

carried over. We therefore camped* at the foot of the

Rapids, intending to try and ascend the torrent m-ith our

frit-il little transports on the following morning

The Moisie Rapids, when the channel is fuE, are gomand

indeed. A river 130 to'180 yards broad leaps through cet

chasin of zigzag form. in six successive step-S. The fall

does not exceed sixty feet in a distance of three and a

half miles but the body of water in- the spring of the

year is iipmensel, and being pent* up in. a comparatively

narrow cliannel between rocks and hills about 400 feet

in.lieight, it well serves to convey to the mind those im.-

pressions which. are al-,ýv,,tys created by Naiure in her wild

and stormy nioods. One 'singular fea'ture of the Rapids

is the lonu rows of huge, roundâ., and polished boulders.

which. lie- pfled one iabove another at each tum of the

river wherever lodgement can be found. They are im.-

posinor monuments of the pom-er of water and ice; but, as

we afterwards found in the upper country, the boulders of

the Grand Rapids are few and dimin itive when compared

wiài the infinite number *of colossal erratics which. lie

scattered over the walleys, the bill-sides, and the moun-àî
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tain-tops, as the- table -liand of -tii-'e Labrador Peninsula, is

appfcached,

The prevailing r-oèk--iii--tliig_ boulders of the Rapids is

gneiss, but some of Labrador fels'- *-n-di£ates the cha-

racter of the formations. in the ýcountry through whïèh--die----
Moisie -flows. As I stôod upon a Cyclopean pebble'of

brilliant Labradorite, brought; no doubt- by ice from the

uppér country, and worn into a polished rounded form by

ages of exposure to runni'ng water, I was able to create a

mental picture of the. fias, hing fire-rocks of the Montagnais,

the fir-e-mount,-,u*ns' whiéh -the Nasquapees told us existed

fàý towards the heiaht of hand seen only green and bright

by sunlight and moonlight, but never when the Manitou,

who dwells in those mountains, is displeased with flie

wandering and helpless children ô f the forests and lakes

of Labrador. This dream was scaircely realised to its full

extent. I saw the I:fire-rock,'.but not flashing, as the

Indians described; hut I do not doubt that small areas of

the Labrador felspar exist,'whieh glitter with the brilliant

play of colours characteristic of this beautiful mineral.

Louis, what is the Indian nan e of these Rapids P'
Sk-atchewan-'

Skatchewan P 'Why, does not that inean swift

water P

Yes.'

And the naine of the river

,,-Msta-shipu.'

That means Great River', the saine as Missi-sippi?'

Î-Y.es.'-

'-:And what is the Montagnais naine of the Grand

Portage
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MiSta-kapiLagan.ý

Ëven the. names ýof rivers in' the Montagnais dialect of

the Cree language on the Gulf of St. Lawrence so

a. closely resemble those at-the foot of the Rocky'Moun-
i à that anyone, althoti almosttains, 3,000 miles distant,

unacquainted with the tongue, may recognise the simi-

larity of tlie dialec s, andaffirm, them to beo t
w a--t- hi -ears--afford

origin without, any evidence beyond s

in casual conversation.

At ordinary water levels, sûch as those of summer,
canoes can ascend to'the foot of the Grand Rapids, and

strike at once the point-whiéh -we were two days and a half

m attaining. In autumn it would be an easy task to start
-fishingr station at the mouth of the

from. the river, and

reach th ' foot ofý the Rapids in one day with li,
canoes.

The south end of thé Portage, is a fine situation fôr

camp,,,,surrounded on three sides by stee' hills between

300 and 400 feet high, partly clothed with forest trees,
and part-y consisting of bare rock. It is superior as a

salmon ishing station, for those who are fond of indulgin9
in that attractive pastime, to either of the lower stations.-

and itîs neax the limits of the real*oýn explored in modern

times by civilissed man.
t lescribed,

Beyond the Grand.Por age the country is uné

althoucrh there is reason to believe that the early Jesuiti

missimarles had a station on the summit of this stupendous

barrier. Dîdences of their presence there at a very early

pericid will be given fzuther on; but in the country Iying

to the north we found no trace of their having been up

the valtey of the Moisie River.

VOL. I. D
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;P1

In a map constructed by the Jesuit Father- Laure, datedi IPI
Checoutimi- -August 23, i73l,'* the mouth'of the 'Moyse"

is drawn near Seven Islands. The rapids of the.river are

also represented, but the Moy,,;e " is delineated as flowing
through a large s

-lake called Atatchigamichick Thi' lake

has no exisfence on the Moisie, but is an expansion of a

small river bearing the same name, and deséribed in this

narrative as. the Cold Water River-aaffluent of the

-'Moisie, up -výhiéh our route lay towards e table land.'

Lake AshwanTi is also in*dicated on Father Laure's map

uiider the liâ'e of Lake Achouapipiýý and the Nasquapees

are stated tc«*ôccupy the country north of lake under

the name of Les Cuneskapi.

The stones and fire-holes for the vapour-bâth were' seien

jn the neighbourhood, of old Indianlodgeslshowing that.

like the rivers and lakes from, the Rocky Mountains to

Labrador, *hÎch bear names derived from 'the same

la'guacre we find the favourite remedy for sickness

,'adopted and éherished by all the rami-fications of the

great Cree nation.

The di:fficÙlties'encountered in reaéhing the foot of the
Rapids wér 6' t that

grea -We determined, to send our

baggage across the -Grand Portaze, and wait a day or two

-before we attempted to bring the canoes up to our camp.

qhe ýmen complained of the steep hills and rocks, and

declared it impossible to carry emoes over, such'

rugged paths. more cutting out.

On Îhe morping of Thursday (13th)-ýre. commenced to

cross the great barrier to the interior country, not.without

The origbal of this map is in the Canadian Library of Parliame't.
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s9me nusmvmgs. Louis began to, complain that he had

pains all over, and felt weak and coli- Change of

diet, together with the labour of portaging, to which, he

was unaccustomed, made birn. feel unwell; he wanted

to go back, and could only be prevailed to sta-y upon

receiving the assurance that I would gÎve him some

medicine and cure him without loss of time. A tea-

spoonful of essence of ginger in a cup of tea warmed hirn

thorougchly, and * after a ood night's rest he rose himself

again, and said he was much better. An additional dose

of ginger and tea restored bïm to his usuàI good spirits

and careless indi:fference to aU sublunary., things. The

Grand Por4g'e was represented to us by people at the

mouth of the Moisie as nine miles long, but we co'uld not

find anyone there who had crossed it. . Our Abenakis

Indian, as well as Louis, had passed it several timés ; and

while the former called it six miles, the latter mérely

remarked'that, -it was 1 very long - might be nine miles*,

t not but it was very 1ong.'ý

At four in the morning we despatched the men with

a.load each, instructin them to carr them a mile and a9 ý y
half and then return--Messrs.Gaudet and Caley mark-

ing the distances., and recordin the variations, in the

aneroid barometer at each co'nsiderable change of level.

I followed an hour afterwards with a second anerýid,

recording the variations at each measured station. The

path runs through a deep valley to the summit of aýJ
range 'of embossed gneissoid hills, which. form on this

C part of the coast the southern boundary of the moun-

tainous country.

The distance ofthis rcancse from the sea.is about four-

M a nom M
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teen miles, and its creneral direcdon is from- the north-
east to, the south-west. It appears to be one of several

ranges which have courses rudely parallel to, one an-

other: the -ost marked of these is the nancre which pass'es

in the rear of 31ingan. One mile from the commence-

ment of the Grand Porta"e the altitude is 3'26 feet' above

the level of the river,' or about 330 feet above the sur-

face of the sea; the sprincr fides which rise here seven

feet being appreciable a short dista *ce below the foot of

the Rapids.

From. th lis spot, -a view both extens ive and very beau-

tiful'ean be obt-dned on a clear day^'- The sea, Eke a line

of si1,ýer light, is visible towards flie south, while east, 1 west,,

and north are ranges of wooded bill bearing fýom. north-

eastý to, south-west.

Snow, even on Jüne 13, lay on several of the more

elevated peaks to, the north. The valley of the Moisie,
-apparently rent between two ranges of

hills, grows blue in the far north-east, and appears* to
be bounded by peak-ed mountains spottéd" with snow.-
No bird, * or squirrel, or rabbit was seen in the fme woods
of the deep sheltered valleys leading to the siunmit of the
Grand Portaçre. Bare rock or larch, suèceeded by thin
élumps of stimted -spruce, or half a dozen larch just

comincr'into le-if, with a rich, undergrowth of Lâýrador
tea.plant, and miosses or liche hs of every hue and depth
.of colour, are the features of the ground over which the

well-worn, Méntapgais portage path runs. At night we
all returned to our camp at the foot of the Rapids. Rain
set in sunset, and cas the oil-cloths were used for
coverincr the provisions left on the Portacre two of theC in 5 -
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men, who did not relish the idea of beincr wet througsh

consequence of sleeping at the side of a Eght canvass

tent and catching the drip, set to work and soon macle a

-waterproof half-tent of the bark of the spruce, which in

the sprincr-'of theeyear. may be peeled off without diffi-

culty, and in large sheets. Our tents were made of light

sail-eloth, or 1 American cotton,,' and turned rain ad

ably as _loncy as the cloth was tight and not touched by

gny obj'ect in the inside. If, however, g baZ or gun

or a tired voyager. should-touch thg éiptb-of the tent

during rain, the water would penetrate at, the -point of

contact and begin to drip.

A halfý-tent of birch or spruce-bark is macle in the

foRowing way, by anyone familiar with wooderaft:-A

stout pole about séven feet long, with a crotch at one

end, is,:driven into the earth by repeatedly plunging it

-into the same hole; it is made firm by driving one or

two short stakes into the ground close to it. Six or

eigcyht other poles, about twelve feet long, are laid in the

crotch at an angle of 450, and about two feet apart at the

à base. Large slabs of spruce-bark are then eut fro M*

neicyhbouring trees, by the simple process of making a

longitudinal slit with the axe- four feet long, and nicking

it round above and below the end of the slit; a stick,
or the axe-handle, is then inserted into the slit, and,

worked up and, down until the whole of the bark is,
separated from the trunk. A skillful woodsman will pre-

pare ten square yards of spruce-bark in as many pieces

within the space of half an hour, The bark is then

arranged, liýe tiles, on the pôlés,'and the pieces are pre-

vented from , falling down by other. poles resting upon

mm dâ lm 6 0 M 1
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the m on the outside. Such a tent is qùite waterproof as
long a the rear, but if the

g s the wind blows the rain mi

wind should change, its value as a shelter becomes very

matelially diyninisbed, and the only remedy is to com-

plete the circle with more polés and bark., and thus make

a spruce-bark lodge - an excellent -substitute for one of

birch-bark, and capable of affording shelter against wind,

rain, or snow.

It rained heavily during the nigght, but- towards mom-

ing,,,, the clouds cléared away, a cold wind from. the north

set in, and the thermometer fell to, 4" below the freez-

incr point, congealing the rain-drops which. hung on'the

leaves, and covering the little pools of water with a thin

sheet of ice. But when the first rays of the unélouded

sun fell on the bill surrounding our camp, just as a gentle

breeze swayed the branches lighgy to and fro, the frozen

rain-drops' sparkle « like clusters of diamonds, throwing

off rainbow -colours all around. This ever-varying play of

light descended into the .valley -with the uprisig Sun,,

lingered about our. camp for a few short minutes, and

faded slowly away as the frozen rain-drops melted in the

genial warmth of his rays.

The men rose that mornmg cold and disheartened by,
.the heavy labour of the preceding day, and the still more

severe work which, evidently lay before them; but nature,

ùIl bright and fair, together with the wonderful Spectacle

ýof the rainbow-,coloured hght -sparkling and dancing as it

descended the bill . soon made them, forget their troubles,
and they went on with another load, singing and, cheer-

ful at heart. Speaking at breakfast about the'sudden

change from, warm. rain to - a temperature of 4' . below
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freezinor point, and probâbly much lower on the exposed

mountain-tops, Mr. Gaudetremarked that in the winter

of 1858 andý 1859 hé had slept in an open tent near the

dividing ridge between Lake Superior and Winnipeg
When the whole party were roused' simultaneous1y by a

sudden réduction Of tempeýature, caused by a cold blast

from the n'orth.- - The thermometer at thé hour when

they rolled themselves in their blankets was a fe' de-

grees below zero: at four in the' mornm, the change

came ; a g-mst of wind so cold and piercing swept, over thé

camp, as to penetrate even two doubles of the famous

four-point north blankets, and awoke voyaggers, Indians,
and surveyors with a sudden start. The thermometer

fell to 4 6' below zero: the instrument was one of Negretti

and Zambra's minimum spirit thermometers, and had

been tested and its error'recorded in the »Observatory

Toronto. 

at

As soon as the bacrgacre was carrie a mile and a half

across the Grand Portage, we decided to make au attempt

to brinâ the canoes by the river from the fishing station

to Our camp.

Themen were despatched for this purpose, and we sat

t the huge boulders at the foot of the Rapids sly

watchincs for their appearance round the juttincs points of

rock which hid the fishing station from, view and where

_31 the eddying waters fbamed and struggled in their haste to

reach the sea.

Two houts after 'the men started a canoe appeared

round the point, wavered for'a few moments, and then

went back; appeared a second time, and, retreating a

little, boldly crossed the river to examine th other à'de

là,
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The canoe was a small one, and éontained two Indians.

In a few minutes she returned to our side of the river and

again di-appeared behind the, jutting rocks, leaving'us, in

anxi suspense and doubt. In half an hour two canoes

suddenly show themselves at the point,-'.shoot out into the

stream, and, crossiner the river, disappear from, view in a

small bay on the opposite shore. Witha glass I see the

men attach -a rope to, the canoes, and one. by one drag

them against'the foam*.,a6 nt, round the sharp edgès

of the rock swept by the swollen tide .of the. Moisie.

,Now they take. to their paddles and make about âOO

yards, to edge ofgnother point of rocks, past which

a surging torrent rolls ; they tie the canoes together, and',
while two men & fend off,' the others puH them. round the

point, with difficulty fmding"--footing --on the rouorh but

almost . perpendicular rocks which dip straight down into

the water. Now they carry the canoes cautiously over "a

gently-sloping shelf wet and slippery as ice; here they

restawhile, and discuss the best mode of crossing the

..river, which the Indians, point out. - After'a long Stru,r(,Yle

with the stream, they reach a part -of the beach oppo-
site a bar in the river, an island' or , peninsula at low

-water, and, glidincr across the current which separates it

from. thé main shore, gather fresh strength for the chieÉ

difficulty which lies before them - the passage of the
main stream. They must reach thefoot of the eddy on

this side,- or they will be swept down and perhaps be

.'broken against the rocks at 'the first. bend. lThey are
making signs and pointing to the water at their feet: now

the Indians strike the' water *ith their paddles,*- bot«h
caiioes beinir on -the bar. What are they doing' P Looking
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over the side of the- canoes and pointinor here and there

1 -J with their paddles. What is that P A huge fish sprincring

from, the water close to the canoes, salmon, the Moisie

salmon almon by tens and hundreds and thousands

î* passmg up the river, and, while the water is high, swim-

minc over the shoals or lying on them, before they begin

the ascent of the Rapids, either gatherinc 'trencyth or

waitincr until the water falls and opens a rëad or them to

the upper river.

Now the carýpes. are launched forth into the current,

Leeping the bows well' the stream; they-hold their

own for a few yards, the* the current becrins to drive

them downwards; with almost ýaný, efforts they sweep

their paddles. The Indians in the small canoe, with

beautiffil skiR and weR7directed power, keep the head of

their canoe against the stream, and do not -lose an inch

more-than they can help. On they come battling against

the torrent. The small canoe reaches the edd and is

safe the large canoe, with threé strong men but less skill-

fully handled, is-in danger of beiner carried down swiftly.

The stream is drifting them, helpless and powerless, towards

the first curl, of. the edéfy; if they get beyond that they

must be swept âway. They have only fifty yards to fall

down stream and they may give it up; they-bave only

yards to come in a straight line and they will be safe.

The steersman looks round and sees the danger; Hup!

hup!hupý! he cries.-A dozen rapid strokes with the paddle,

Made by men who see their peril -and know the only

means to, avert destruction', bring theri weH towards the

edçse of the eddy a dqen more throw them into it ust

where it takes its first turnand they are safe. The men
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sink back exhausted, leaning on the bars.of the canoe

which is gently carried towards us by the returning stream

and caught as it touches the shore. 6.
The variableness of the climate showed, itself this

morning: at nine it was clear, warm, and bright; at half-

past ten a slicrht shower of snow fell, just sufficient to

whiten the bills. - By noon' aU was bright and green-

again, and after dinner we "took the c-canoes along, the

Grand Portage, and moved camp to, our bagggageon the

summit level. The men found the labour very distress-

ing, and required much enco-ýragement to. make them

perform the appointed distances for the -day neverthe-

less we succeeded by the following eveniner in carrymûr

everything to within a few hun'dred yards of -the end of

the - Portage. The des6lation on the Gneiss Mountain was

very impressive. No birds iere visible -except ' some guRs

,sailing high «Mi the air above, us; no animal life of any

des ri'tion, and of» insects only a sin e butterfly was

seen wandering &om one. sweet Alpine flower to. another

the ants had not yet come from Otheir winter restincs-

place, and when» their hills were disturbed they were

found coiled in a half-torpîd state a few inclies below the-

surface, or moved sluggoishly about as if i ust -awakening

from a loncr winteYssleep. Still this wilderness has.its

chaxms; the air- is -àèliýghtfuRy pure and exhilarating.

The distant mountains- look green and tranquil, the wind-

ing river sparkles brightly in the noon'day sun, delicate

wild flowers blossom, in evýry hollow where, 'à little soil

has acèumulated, ae in the shallow depressions of the

surface rich mosses and lichens form a soft,,,carpet green .

and gray, red or pale yellowish-white, accirding to -the

1 
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species, which most prevail. Wandering from, the Portage-

path while the men were resting after a long and heavy

& Pull,' I came upon a number of boulders symmetrïcally

arranged -the work, I thought, of somè -of the earlier

mi sioiianes,, _who two centuries ago travelled 'through

part of this country when Indians and - game were nume-

rous. Some *of the boulders were two feet in diameterý

and placed about one yaxd apart ; they were. fifteen in

number, and had evidently been arranged by the hand of

man, as there were very few others- to be found -in the-
immédiate vicinity, and the s'ymmetry of the disposition

was -véry strikin They were placed upon a bare rock,

seven forming au arch, and eight others Iying in two
p -Bel lines below the centre stone of the arch. A

sm ' aU spruce tree grew in a crack in the rock exacty. in

the centre of the semicircle. The whole bore a rude re-Ob
Peinblance to, a cross', which would have bee'n complété if

the two boulders on each side of the axch were taken

away-

In 1660, the Jes**t Mlssionary Menard spoke of the

neophytes of Sevén Islands in the account which hé

wrote of the condition of themissions in Nouvelle France.

Re stated that they'were anxious to see their pastors, that

they might be-consoled, in the midstof their afflictions,
for they dare not ascend to Tadoussac, near the mouth of

the Saugenay, on, acco-unt, of. ý their enemies, the'. Iroquois..
It is clear that -ut this early, period the French Jesuits had

visited the-Indians-on the coast below Sèven Islands, and

had baptisýd a considerabl (é' number. The Seigniory of
'Mingan was grànted to Sieur François Bissât M'* 16615

and the- group of isjands Iying of the shore, called the
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Mingan Llânds were conceded in 1677. It is therefore

very probable that, as the country both above aiid below
the Moisie was known and allotted two centuries ago, the

symmetrically-arrancred group.of boulders on the Grand

ortc the work of the Jesuit'missionarie of that

period. Frost may have slightly shifted the position of

the boulders, most of which weigh more than a ton, and

the forrù -. no doubt was originally that -of a cross, to which,
as befores -they bear a close approximation'intheir

présent arrangement.

ýStroHin still farther on, I came to a deep valley abbut

100 yards broad, with steep w Ued sides. In this valley

thé vegetation.was rict and luxuriant.- -Thé trees w'ere

protectedfrom the cutting winds which in winfer swee*p

over the-:bare rôcks on the summit le-v:ël, and the snow no

doubt drifts deeply in pression, for patches, of ice
at the bottom some feet

still remained in thfàness. _,K

rich. soil'had accuiAulated in the huge'crack -for it was

nothing more and 1lere I -saw some whisky jàCks and a

few smâlI, warblers.

From one. end of thé Portage to the ot«her we passed a

séries of: marten traps,'cut out of the butt-end, of trees

where they were found siifficiently large for thé purpose.

They were from, 100 to 300 yards apart, according as

the trees' afforded opportunity for their construction. A

marten trap is made in the following manner. A tree is
about three feet from. the ground its- di

felled ameter

must not be less than six inches or exceed ten; the top

of the butt-end is squared of, and two side pieces, about

twelve inches long, Ive broad, and one :thick, being

merely chips from- the tree, are inserted into -crevices at
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the top, made with an axe. These'form two sides of a

triangl-r box, open above and on one side,' which serves

as the door, where a small piece about an inch high is

left attached to the butt-end to hold the fall in its place

Nvhen it descends. The fall'is made from a neighbouring

tree, which should -not be more than three inches in

diameter; when stripped of its branches it is merely a

pole, one end still attached by a few fibres to the stump,

and-the other supported over' the door of the trap by a

small piece of wood, which, rests on a cross bit, to which

the bait is attached. Snow falls to the depth of three

and four feet in these-wilds, and the traps are generally

near the level of the snow in mid-winter. The marten

enters the door to get at the bait, and while tearing it

away, the cross stick - is moved, displacing the smàll stick

supportin g- the fall, whieli descends on the 'back of the

animal and kill it. The'line of marten traps had been

constructed- during the previous winter by the Abenakis.

Indian who, accompanied us, and who bore -the name

of Pierre, by, whieh designation -he W'111 be described in

future chapters. The. Labrador martens are very valu-

able, being equal in the richness of their fur to those of

the Mac-kenzie River; but they' are no longer numerous in

the wilds of Eastern Canada.

By Saturdgy evening we had conveyed all the baggage

to the'north. end of the Grand Portage, and there re-

mained'only -the canoes to, bring down the abrupt descent

of 280 feet, -which led, ùsonce again to the Moisie.

The vegetation on this, descent was -very luxuriant, all

the trees being -in fill leaf, and many of them of large

growth. The most imposing were the spruce, some of

î
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which approached two, feet in diameter a short distance

from the ground, with tall. and clear trunks. The bÎrch

was also, large, and perhaps in the present.condition of the

country the Most important tree ; for it is from. this neigh-

bourhood that the Montagnais and Nasquapees procure

the birch-bark for their canoes. This valuable tree

nishes so much in size ' towards the upper waters of

the river, that its bark is not.-adapted -foi the construction

of can, oes, and we were told that the ônly other place

where the birch tree grows to a size suitable for the con-

struction of those fi-ail craft waà -on the Ashwanipi River,

near where ît empties itself -into Hamilton Inlet. The

Hudson's Bay Company import bark':&Ô:m the Ottawa for

the use of the coast Indianse

The following mormin was wet cole; but as soon

as the rain ceased, and whîle the men lay in their tents

.sleeping or talking, Pierre, who spoke- English well and

was never iclle, busied himself in assisting the cook to

.knead, and bake. After several cakes were pronounced,

ready for use, the conversation relating to hunting in these

ds during the wint4r took place, as recorded in the

next chapter.
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CITA TER IV.

TRE MARTEN TRAPPER.

Pierre, the Marten Trapper - The Marten Road, - The Carcajoù
or Wolverine-The Carcajoù following the Trapper.s Steps Ïý
Death of the Carcaj où -Indian Mode of makinir a Cache to protect jý

Furs from the Carcajoù-Disposiiion of the Caxcajj où - The
Sagacity of the Animal - Killincr a Bear with an Axe -Killiing a,
Beax with an iron-shod, Pole Periodical Disappearance of the

Marten -. Lumbér of Martens destroyed in Mackenzie's River
District -Value ' of the Marten. to the Fur-tmders - Am Incident
in the Woods - Montagnais with the dead Body of hie Cousin -
.The Montagnaisý Story-The Lynx- Wendigoes -Ferocity of
the Lynx-Mr. Peter Mackenzie's'Lynx Rimt-Montagnais

Mythology-Resemblance between Odahwah and Montagnais

Traditiéne - Assikinack, an Account of the Odabwa"h'ýditien of

ihe Eood -Tradition of Pharaoh and hie EÉost.

T W long is your line of traps, Pierre P' I enquired
of the Abenakis Indian.

Thirty miles,' he replied.

Thirty miles How do you attend to them aU P

I built my winter lodge, about twelve miles above the

Grand Portage, and made the traps for about fifteen miles

above and fifteen miles below the lodge.'

How long did it take you to visit your traps P

One week.'

& And how -many martens did you take last win-'

ter.

'Twenty-two but a làunter on the Manicouagan took
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f1fty-seven. I came too late in the fall, and the winter was

half over before my marten road was finished.'

What did'you get for yoîur skins P'

Five dollars apiece.'

Te.U me how you.set to work in.the fall of the year,

when you have made up' your mind to, build a line of

marten traps, or inarten road as you call it P

Pierre took out his pipe at this question, slowly fiRed

it, went to the fire and put an ember on the tobacco, ai-d

after a few_.pu:ffs lie returned to where we -ý#ere sitting

-tuider an oil-cloth to, shelter us from the rain, and, re-

elining on the.ground, b ' egan his description as follow-s:

ý1 The winter before last I was hunting on the Manicoua-

gan, but so many Indians came on the river that I made

up.my mind to try some other ground. In the M 1

brought my wife to, the Moisie. I got together some floù r

and pork, and took my canoe -up the river, leaving my

wife in a little house I built on the Moisie Bq. I found

* spot which »we shall. pass the day after to-morrow, put up

* lodge,. made a stron-g câphe for my flour and pork, to

keep them from the carcajoù,* and set to work to. build

niy traps. It was already jate in the'season-to.o, latel,
for the snow was more than a foot deep and the river,

had taken st-réng.t 1 -worked - hard, but it was nearly

Christmas before aR mytraps on the line were finished. I set

out early in the morning to, visit.my traps for about eight

miles in one direction, and then retu''ed to- my - lodge.

*The W olverine (Gulo Luscy.s), or Glutton, is àtyleà tbe Carcajoù by
the French Canadians. It- is found in the, northern qiàrts, qf .,the Eastern
and Western Continents.

t Frozen across.
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The next day, I went the same distance in th ' e -opposite.
direction, always getting home about dusk. The day

after I took-my blanket-with me, some bread, pork, and
bait, and w'alked iu'snow'-shoes stiaight to one end of my

Une of traps; here I had a little sleeping-place made, of
spruce-bark, where I stayed the night. 'On the.jqý4owinc,r
day 1 went back visiti all the traps and puttiÙg-'ý n fresh
bait when they had been disturbed ; I did the sape in the
other direction, but sometimes -went on to the Bay to see

my wife. In this way I spent three 'months, until the.
snow b'ecran to o and the ice in the -n'-'ver to give. I only-

got twenty-two marten8 ; the country hereabouts has been
hunted too much ; buf I think I should have got more if

.Ihe carcajoù had not'taken my bait.

Some one asked Pierre wheth ' er carcajoux or wolverines
were numerous on the Moisie, and how many of his traps

they spoiled.-

There are not-many carcajou here,'answe'red Pierre,
but one - fellow took all my bait - from- my lodge to the

farthest end of the line up the river. He foRowe4 me
:Eýom trap to trap, and when I came back I foùnd thât he

had been at every 'One and taken all the bait..
What do you bait -gdthý P
Oh, anything that a marten can smell - a wing or head

of a bird,-a bit of fisb, or meat when I get a bear or fox;
sometiràes bits of the martens themselves : anything will

do, if it's only meat ; they feed on. mice chiefly, when they
can get the M-.'

Didn% you try to catch the carcajoù P
1 shot hi-M' two daye,:.àfter.he took my bait. I went

out with fresh bait5 and p.ýat some m three or fotz traps,
VOL. I. E
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and flien lay down zon the snow behind some bushes,
and watched for the carcajoù. I watched half a day.

Tow.ards evening, just as I was thinking of going back to

my Ibdcre I saw him comi « g along the line. He stole »up

to the trap, smelt it, and put in his paw; the fall came

down, but he pulled out the bait just as if nothing had

happenec 'I shot him ashe was eating it. It's difficult

to make a câche whieh will keep the carcajoù out;

they are very powerfui, an* d will break open almost

any, house. The -best wày is to tie your pack at the

end of the branches of a tree, about twenty feet from

the ground; but that is sometimes very dilficult, and if

the pack is not high enough, the carcay*où wiU jump on

it and brinor itto the ground. They are cunning creatures.9
As. an 'illustration of the 'ingenuity of Indians' -in

preserving their packs ' of fur or provisions during the

wintet months wher'e the wolverine ab làunds, Mr. Ander-

son,chief factor of Mingen, told me that when he was ïn

charge of the Post of Neepigon, north of Lake Superior, an

Indian came to him to get- some provision, but did not

bringhis furs.

Where did you le'aveyourý furs P -he e nqmired.
bf them said the Indian.

Made a câche

But)man the carcaj où will get'them; there are plenty

in your hunting-grounds,' replied Mr. Anderson.

No, no; no fear, I. Il frighten the carcaj où, I think, if

he tries to get my pack.'

& How did you ma-ke the câche

& 1 wrapped the furs in birch-bark, and tied the bundle

at the end of a large branch twice as high as* myself from

the o-Tound.'



Well, that will not keep the carcajoi away ; he will

élimb the tree and jum on the ' ack, and .bring it duvýn

with him.

No; I think, not,' said the Indian, with a smile. II

fastened two of my little dog-sleigh beRs to the pack with

a bit of sinew. When the carcýjoù comescrawling down

the branch to get at'., the pack, he will ring the little bells,
he.11 ack

and then you know how quick jump b' agcýin

and run off. I have' tried this trick before and it never

failed me. No féar - the carcaj où will not get my furs.

I should have. done well last- winter if it had not been

for the carcajou. They are terrible beasts,' said Pierre in

a musing manner and shaking his head.

Did you not find -it very lonely -work during the long

winter in the woods

Lonely P no. Plenty to do; and I went down to the

Moisie Bay perhaps once in six weeks. Lonely? yes;

once I did find it lonesome. It was in February-; the

weather was awfully cold. I-have spent many winters

in the woods, but I never found it'so cold; it lasýeé1 thrée

say , with strong wind. I was -lonesome then; I- could

not visit the traps. After the cold speU the. weather be-

came quite warm- for one day, t4,n it snowed for two

whole days, and snowed me up M. my lod e. AU was

dark. I went to sleep, and woke as usual ; at least, so I

thoucrht. but it was dark. I turned round, and went to

sleep again; woke again and found it still*dark. I got up

to get somethineg to' eat, and feU on a drift of snow on the

floor of the lodge; so I struck a horht, and found that the'

snow had come through a crack in the roo£ After I had

TIIE CARCAJOÙ.CIffAr. IV.
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eaten, I went to the door, pulled it open and saw a wall

of snow. It did not take me long to get out, and when I

broke through, the sun was setting. It was at least six

days'hard work to clear all my traps after that storm, but,

then I caught seven martens the next visit, and that p,*d,,_
me well.'

The desire for accumulating property seems to be deeply

implanted in the carcajoù or wolvenne..- Like tame

ravens, it does not seem to care much what it steals, -so

that it eau exercise its favourite propensity to commit

mischief. Mr. Bernard R. Ross, chief trader of Mackenzie

River District, in the H-tidson7s B,%Y' Company's service,

writes that he knew a hunter and his family, leaving their

lodgé-unguarded during their absence, and on their re-

turn fmding it completely gutted,,; the walls- were theÉe,

but nothâ g else. - Blankets, guns, kettles, axes, cans,

knives, and aU the other paraphernalia, of a trappers lodge

had vanisbed, and the tracks left by the animal showed

who had been the thi . The family.set to work, and by

carefuUy'followiner up all the paths, recovered, with some

trifling excep tion, the whole of -the property. -

I got a bear,' resumed Pierre, after a-pause, in a way

that worth telling. One day I was making my trap5:

near the forks of the river, s'on after I caiie here, when

I saw a bear-track quite fresh in the Ënow. I had no

gun with me, only a large axe. 'I followed the bear, and

after half an houi came to abalsam tree which the -wind

had blown down here I lost the track-s. as a little breeze

was siftin ' them up ; so, after looking round a bii, I sat

down on the trunk, and the thought struck me that the

bear might be underneath. J listened, and I actuidly
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-heard him. scratchinka.. He.was making his winter house.

I walked eareffilly round the tree, and found where he

had crone through the branches and got under the trunk.

I stepped lightly as ppssible on to-the trunk, and walked

along it ùntil I came to where the bear was scratching.

I held my axe ready to strike, and stamped with my foot.

The bear came out of the hole to see what the'noise was

I split his skull in two pieces as soon as he showed his

head. We shall come to, the place in a day or two,
and, if you like to step ashore, you can see the tree

where I kiRed him, and' his split skull hanging on a poie

close by!

The periodical disappearance of the marten * is noticed

by Mx. Ross, C. T., who,-with Mr. Gaudet's brother has

been for thirteen years in the Mackenzie River District.

He says that it occurs in decades, or, thereaboutswith

wonderfal regularity, and it is quite unknown. what

becomes of them. They are not found dèad. The failure

extends throu,crh the Hudsôn's Bay territories at the same

time and there is no tract or region to which they can

migrate where the Hudson's Bay Company have not Posts.

When at their lowest ebb in point of numbers, they will

scarcely take the bait at all. Providence'thus appear to

have implanted some instinct in them. by whieli the totar

destruction of the species is prevented-.

The importance of the marten in the fur countries may

be gathered from, the following t2ýbles,.whiéh exhibit the

returns fro * Mackenzie River District for 1859

4Zý
---j -- A Popular Treatise on the Fur-bearin' Animals of the Mackenzie River

District. B Bernard Rogan Ross, C.T. (Canadian Naturalist and Geologüt,
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Martens

Fort Simipson and Big Island 25115
-Fort de'Liard 987
Youcan 13588
Peel's River 15922
Good Hope 3.900
Norman 35512
Halkett 990
Resolution 832
Rae 15500

Total ý17,346

Beinry a decrease on the precedin year, of 13,546

martens.,
fr Mackenz*'

The average return om le River District for

a number of years was a * follows
Martens

1844-1850 27.1480
1851-'1857 24ý756

Perhaps the year 185 9, in which. the number of martens

taken in the Mackenzie River District was nearly 10,'000

less than the average of twenty-three years, was one of

the periodical yeairs of disappearance to.which Mr. Ro

refers.

What other furs do you get, Pierre P

We get a few cats, bear, musk-rats, otter, and foxes,

but the marten are worth all the rest put together; and
as the martens the Company, will go too, and

as. soon go

,le the Indians will starve, for traders will give whiskey for

furs, which the Company never do this coast now;

besides all the Indians are temperance men, and will con-
lei

tinue so if the traders dont-come and seduce them, to

break their pledge. I am sure when the Company leave

the coast, which they will do, mi a year or two, the Indians
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will die of like the marten or the rabbits during the

bad years. But having mentioned cats reminds me of

something that you will perhaps like to hear : it happened

near the Forks; we shall come to it to-morrow-it is not

far from the place where I killed the beàr.

I was going along my line of- traps, when I met an

Indian with a sledge hauled by two docys. He was a
U Montagnais, so that I could not understand muèh. -'of his

ang-uage, but he spoke English a little, and we coüld easily

make one another out. I said to him, You have a heavy.
load on your sledg(ý.'7 A heavy load," he replied, in a

mournful tone.

I saw he did not like to talk so I ask-ed him to ýome

to my lodge and pass the night. We " ot there early&-4nd9
cooked some supper. The Indian had plenty of 'caribou

meat with him, and gave me some, which he took from

the sledge. After a smoke he began to talk, and said làe

came from the St. Marguerite, which, enters the gulf a
ýî fW mileeeabove Seven Islands. He*had a nice little pack

of furs with him, more than I had; and the caribou

were-numerous âbout' seventy miles up the river, but

'here was a camp of Nasquapees there who
J- ust as it was growing dusk,

them. of. After a while,

ke asked me if he t bring his sled e into my lodge;9
for," said.he, I& I have a body there, and I am afraid the

dogs will eat it if it ILSleft outside.

He brought the body in, and laid it in the coldest part

of the lodge, where there'was'a little through,

a crack.

Oh said the Indian ',if the snow doeý not melt

j here the body will take no hurt.ý?'
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We sat and smoked toge.ther. .......

After a while, I said, Il Did yo * bring theïbody

fax P

1 Il Six days up the St. Marguerite; ' perhaps eight days

from here. I came with some Nasquapees across the

.country, who had come ftom the Trinity River, and were

following 'the caxib ' pu. The Nasquapees got enoùcrh

meat, and went back. I came on to go down the Moisie

to, Seven Islands, and leave the body there till the spring.

1 Il How did he die P " I said at length.

&The Indian looked at * the fire and said nothing. I

knew that there was some very sorrowful tale to tell, or

he would have spoken at once..

After a long pause the Indian said, Il He is my cousin

I am takiýg bim to be bi-uied-at the Post. He asked me.;

I promiséd him. It -is a long j ourney in winter ; but he

wished it, and he will soon be there."

The ' Ind ' ian then bégan to tell me how it happened.
CG He and Il" he said, pointing to thebody-but he men-

tioned no name-11 were hunting together; we came

upon the track of a cat."'.*

By -ýat yo:u mean.. lynx, of course,' said 'One of the

Jisteners.

1 Yes* ; we always call them cats : man white folk -cally 1
them, lynx. It's an animal about the size of,,, a big do9.)
only lâWer.and stro'k wit-" àrp pointed ears, a*nd a

tuft at flé end-of -each.'

Yes, that's the lynx. Gbon.'

1 WeR, the Indian said,' Il We came upon the track of a

* - Cat, or lynx.
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cat,'and followed it. My cousin was, fint, and he turned

round and said to Me, l I'11 go round that mountain, if.

you go up the valley with the dogs, and we are sure to

get him.' We separated. In an hour I heard. a gun,

and then sat down, and I waited long. Nic,,rht was

coming on ; I thought I would ao and look. I could

find nothing, so, as it was getting dark, I fired my gun:

no answer. I fired again : no answer. Somethin'cr, i

said, has happened to my cousin: I must follow his track

as soon as it is daylight.

I pulled some sapin,*.made. a bed on the snow, drew

some- branches over me, and slept weR. Next morning 1
followed the tracks, and before I got half round the

mountain I saw my cousin. He. was nearly dead-could
'à My

just speak. Close to him was the cat, frozen stiff

cousin had slipped into a crack of the rock just after he

had fired and wýunded the cat, when he was' wit1iýin twenty

yards of it., One of his legs was broken. As soon as he

the cat sprans - upon him, and tore of part of hisfell" ;D
scidp-;,,he killed it with his knifé, but could not get out of

the crack on account of his broken leg; he could not

reach his gun to fire it -of, and let me know. There he

Must have remained, and have died alone, if I had not

chanced to come. I lifted him out of the crack, but. his

fingers snapped off-they were frozen. He just said to,

me,, Nipi! nipi 1"--. wàter water 1 l' quickly. made a

fire, put some snow in my blanket, held it over the flame,

ýcrot hirn some ter. He told me to take him to,

Seven- Islands or the Moisie, and bury him there. He

Bmnches of the spruce.
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pointed to bis gun. I brouipht it to him he put it into

my hand, turned found bis head, and died.

G The Indian sat looking'at the fire for many minutes. I

did not *an t'to intèrrupt bis- thoucshts. After a while I

filled bis pipe, put a coal in it, and gave it to him. He

took it, stiH looking at the fire. Perhaps he saw the

spirit of bis cousin there, as Indians often say they do.

He smoked for a loner time. A 1enýàth he spokelookincs %

at the body,- and pointing- to it, saying, He said 1-ast
mz-

winter that some one would die b.efore the year was out."

I knew- wèll enough that- it was one of -their -supersti-

tions that had troubled him, for he was a heatheu not

more than a year -,tçro and a 'man does not get rid of bis

heathen notions by beinor touched with a ch-op of Manitou

water.' So I said to him Did he sce anythinor P

He came across track-s"

Tracks?

A Wendicyo,." s,--tid,-the Indian. -e

Have you ever seen one ? I asked him.
G CGI hâve seen tracks."5

'ý""Wh.ereP

1 CI On the SL' M,,irgýgerite, the ý4ngan, the Manitou, the
Oa--na-maý-ne. My cousin sàw track-s on the Manitou lât
winter, and he said to me and to many of us' Somètliinor

wM happen
ICI at were the. tracks like P I said to him. 7M
G Il Wendigoes," he replied.

Well but how big werÀé they ?

'He looked at me and said nothing noir would he speak-
the subj,ý. 'tagain. 4,ý

C These Mont'aogmais ;1!ýnk contlnùed Pierre, I'tbat the
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Wendigoes are giant cannibals, 'tkenty and thirty feet

high. They think that -,they live on human flesh, and

that many Indians who have gone hunting, and have never

afterwards been heard of, ha'%Ye been devoured by Wen-

digoes. They are dreadfully superstitious in the woods,
but brave enough when they get on the coast.'

The lynx is common in this country, and at times quite

a formidable animal. Mr. Peter Mackenzie, of Mingan,
had a lucky* escape fýom one of them on au island oPpo'_ý..
site the Post. It was in the spring of th,ý year, shortly

after the ice had parted.- and made them islands again,

that Mr. Mackenzie went across the b in his canoe,-ay
;ýmore for exercise than for any special object. He took.--

no gun -with. hu*u-nothing but a Montagomais bow and

arrow, a knife, and snow-shoes. -Landincs on the island,

opposite Mincran* he sawthe ftesh tracks of a lynx. Hé,-

adjusted his sno-w-shoes**' soon found the animal, and

followed, it elosely severat times round the island without

comincy -within shot. At'-sunset he returned to the P*ost

but at dawn on the following morninor he resumed the

.chase on snow-shoes. Round and -round the'island he

pursued the cat, always at a steady pace and to-wards

evenincs he saw that it as gqtting ve'y fatigmed, for he

got two opportunities of. striking it, with the heavy Mon-

tagnius arrow which Ï.S., used for killing the' smaller g'ame.
At last 4e came ývithin twenty, yards'; the cat turned

round., rose on his hind -legs', snarled, and' bégan to paw
the air. Mr. Mackenzie discharged a-notlier arrow, but
at the samé moment.his snow-.shoes tripped him up, and

he felý'1àýadlono,r with his faceý,ý, in the snow. The cat !J,
instantly spran,y upon hii-n t'earing with one- stroke the
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coat from, his back. Mr. Mackenzie tixmed round at

once, aùd--.-eauçrht the cat by the throat with one band,
and -%vlth the other he drew his knife ; but as he made a

lunge they both rollê-d--over together, and he received

some very severe scratches. StiR holding on fiýiàily to the

throat of the animal, he was not bitten,, althouggh he was

in dzuiger of havincr his bowels torn out by the hind feet

of the cat, -Yvho was ma;ùng a vigorous resistance. A

second lunge with the knife was fatal; it passed througgh

the aninial's heart, but it left Xr. Mackenzie èxhausted

and bleeding on the snow. He soon recovered, and

carried his booty in triumph to the Post.

Mr. Peter' Mackenzie -is the brother of the' late

M r. Mackenzie, of Pembina, whose melancholy death

I have described in. the narrative of the - Canadiîm Ex-

ploring« Expeditions in the Nortli-West.,

The lynx is passionately fond of perfumes, amon,1111
whieh the odour of castoreum is its chief delight. Trap-

pers frequeutly employ c:astoreum in order to capture this

The lynx formerly played au important. part in Mon-

tagngs mý-thology. They supposed that the world was

created by Atahocam, and that a deity named Messou,
repaired it when it was bld. One day Messou . was

huntincr with lynxes mstead of doçrs; his savage com-

panions swcun into a great lake, and were lost. Messou

searched for them. EWerywhere without 'success, w-hen a

bird told him that he -would find them in the middle of

the hâzze. He entered the. lake to brin,(Y back his lynxes,
but the lak-e begaiý to overflow-'its banks, and finally

deluged the-orld. Messouastonisli6d,,selit a crow to
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bring him a piece. of earth, fýom which he intended to

reconstruct the land but the crow, could not find any.

He made an otter dive into the waters, but the otter was

as unsuccessful as the crow. At last he sent the musk-

rat, who brought him a. little bit, from which Messou-

reconstructed the earth as it nciw is. He presented -an
Indian with t ttle

'he gift of immortality, enclosed in a'li

box, subj ect to the condition that he should not open it.

As loii a as he kept the box closed, he was to be im-

mortal but lus -curious and incredulous wife was anxious-

to see what the box' contained she openedjt, and ever,

since the Indians have been subject to death,*

It is curious that the legend '4ýès'ribed by the Jesuit

missionaries as prevailing among the Montagnais in 1634,
should be repeated in a slightly different but wholly indï-

"eî pendent form by Assikin*ackt 'a warrior of the 0dahwahs,
in 1 Sa' 7.

Aàslinack'could not', it lis reasonable to suppose, have

seen any documents written by the Jesuits for, although-,ý!

the one from which the foregoing' legend was taken was,-.

publigheU in Paris by Sebastian Cramoisy in 1635ý-- it was -

Relation de la Nouvelle France, en l'année 10-34.
CJf t Lerrends and TraditioÈs of the Odah-wah Indians,- by' F. Assikinack, a

warrior of the, Odahwahs. Read before the Canadian Instifute, December
857. Il Francis Assikinack, the author f this pa'per, is a M bl'oded.Indian,

and a son of one of the chiefs of the Odahwahs,, or Ottawas, as they are more
generally deàignated, now settled on the Manitoulin Island, in Lak-ff Huron.
In 1840 he was sent, at the age of sixteen, to, Upper Canada College, Toronto,
by the late Daniel P. Jarvis, ýhen Superintendent-Genel-al of Indiaii Aýffàirs.
At that time he wu totaJIy igporaht of the English lm"'Üage; and, aftet
bein(r about tbxee-months at the above institution lie got one of the boys,

(now tne Rev. G. A. Anderson, of Tayenduiaga,) to, interpret for him, and
solicit permission-to retur ' n home, as he ' thoug1itý-he could never learn the

Englisli language. Fortunately his desire was not complied witb, and he
remainea long enough at UpÉer Canada College, not only to, acquire such a
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not reissued in Canada until 1858, one year after Assi-

-inac-'had communicated the paper to the Canadian

Institute at Toronto. Both editions of the &Relation of

'the Jesuits are published in the old French commonly

spoken two denturies ago, and no English translation has

yet appeared to, my knowledge. It is therefore not pro-

bable that Assildnack, who does not understand French,
s hould have derived his ideas from the Relation of the

Jesuits or any second-hand source. He says thàt the

tradition is not ta-en from information derived from,

e. ling but entirely from what he heard from, the Indians
youu, da

in his iger YS.

The hunting-grounds of the Odahwah or Ottawa Indiàùs

were between Lake Huron and 3Echigan 250 years ago

or about 1000 miles west of the Montagnais country.

Then, again, the Odahwahs were of the Ojibway nationý

hile the Montagmais belong to the Crees.

A celebrated demicrod,., styled Nanakboozho, came to

reàde ith men. He fixed his mrinter quarters nearc

celtain lake but he was not long there before he ýecame

aware that mali,çr nant monsters welt.in the lake. -He

therefore eïautioned his favourite son, Wolf, not to go upon

the ice, lest some misfortune happen to him. The youncr

Wolf acted for some time upon the advice of hi à sire,
until one evening*.he ventured upon the ice and madë for

the opposite shores; but when he got about half way, he

command ýo£ the Fn,cqbh. language as is evinced by this communication on
the legends and traditions of his tribe, but also, to obtain a familiar know1edèýe
of Latin and Greek. F. Assikinack now fîUs the office of interpreter in tlie

Indian Department at Coburg. So creditable and satisfactory a.result of an
ezpe.-riment whieh at fint seemed hopeless, ought surely to encouragre its

-rep .ýti on, and that on a much more extended scale.'- Cana.dîen Jo2irnal of
qý-,&ie?_ce; ivid Art.

4_

A,
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heard a rumbling -noise, and the ice began to be elevated

on different parts of the lake. ' The youncr htmter ran for
his life; but before he reached the land deatli overtook
him amid the broken fragments of'ice, and he found his

grave beneath the waters.

The father, being deeply grieved for the loss of his
favourite -son, vowed vengeance upon his destroyers.

When the ropçr time arrived, the father took his'bo*
and quiver, and repaired to, the lake. Having chosen a
convenient spot near the sandy beach, he there took UP
his position,,and, in -order to avoid detection transformed

himself into au old pine trice scorched all over. - About

noon the sea gods appeared on the surface, swam towards

the shore, landed, a:nd reclined upon the sand, and soon
fell into a deep sleep. The father had now the power of

inflicting a deadly wound upon any, of them, so he quietly

bent his bow, and let fly his flint- ointed arrow into. 4he

side of one of the -slumbering monsters.

The water deities.beinu thus startled -from their repose

and findinc one of their companions terribly wounded,

were driven in their rage beyond aR bounds. They

plunged into the deep and began to aggitate the waters

which soo4 overflowed the banks of îhe lake,- sending
forth floods in all directions, sweeping çverything b efore

themýuntil the whole earth was buried.-under water. In

t he mean time Nanakboozho, percelving; his perilous situa-

tion, took refuge on the hi est point of the éarth, but the

flood came up, to him. rapiffly; he then got upon a pine
:à

log that was floating by, being the onl'y'means within his

reach by which he could save himself from immediate de-

struction. Sitting upon this log, he Ws drive" and tossed
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about by the fury of the elements, until at length they

exhausted their rage, and the waters became still.

As soon as the fair weather commenced, Nanakboo zho

considered, various schemes by which he might be enabled

to recover the lost-world. meditating deeply, he

happened to Dotice a musk-rat that * as on bis locr-

canoe; he forthwith commanded the animal to dive, and

endeavour to bring up a piece.. of mud from the bottom.

The ' musk-rat plunged at Once into the water and went

down. After a long time he came up to the surface, ap-

parently dead ; bis master took him up, and on examining

the arms - of the. animal, he found à lump of élay under one

of the shoulders ; this lump he pressed between *bis bands,
and ivhen he made it «very thin, 4ecareffilly placed it

upon the . surface of the water. This piece of mud became

in the course of a fewdays a large islandwhich continued

to m*crèase until the earth was formed, as we have it now.

The new earth again became the habitation of human

beings, coveredwith luxuriant verdure, and furnished with'

all thiùgs necessary for the use of 'man and ôther animals.

Another interesting legend of the Odahwahs, related by*

Assikinack, is as follows:--.,.

Several 1 brothers, or a b'Ody of men of the tribe, pur-

sued and hard pressed by fierce en'emi es, were being driven

,to the en& of. the earth. . When it was impossible for

them to retreat farther., one of them suddénly turned

round, and witli a stick -struck the earth, 11which. imme-

diately opened. All théir pursuers. were swallowed-up in

the yawningabyss, when the - earth clôsed agà in, and thus

saved bis companîoný from death. This legend, 4eard by

meý in childhood, bas almost entirely escaped my 1 memory

since, and thus I can onl- c fy relate flie substan'e o. it.
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CHAPTER V.

THE GRAND PORTAGE TO THE FIRST GORGE OF THE MOISIE.

Leave the Grand Portage -A Check -- Grandeur and-, Solemniiv
of the Scenerv-lee, Rocks, and-Trees Caribou dýinkiùcy-A

"Vý7aterfaU - Its Appearance in'the Spring -Rocks and Precipices
Beaver-Soundinc for Beaver-Bear-traeb' Breakfast-' Rocks

-The Forks of the Moisie - Pierre's River- Trackihic- Swiftness
of the Current-First Gorge of the Moisie -Bear-paths

the Woods-A- Canoe-Domenique, the Montagnais .- Chief-
Domenique's Account of the Gorge -Of the Upper Country- Of
bis Tribe - Of Lake Ash-wanipi - Of bis Peo e and Ancestors
Louis' Diplomacy-One Cause of the Decline of the Montagnais
and Nasquapee Nations-Famine during the early Ilistory of

Western Canada.

INI contýnued to fall at intervals uâtil noon. -The
ir canoes were then broucht,--- down,,-from the su' rnit

of the bill, a' road having been first-le'éut tli-rough"-'-tÉe
.thick forestlo allow them to be passed. - At'three'we

sLtrted, leming the examination of the,,Rapids' until -our

return. Witli cheerftil hearts weleft the',Grand Por'taýý:

it -was heavy work, at the commencement 'of our explo* ra-

tion, before the men were in good conditionîtnd trai-mng..

Under any circumstances, it is no - týrifle to carry baggage

and canoes up -su'b. steep hills and rocks- and ôver so

rough a couîitry, for nearly four * m dies, besides -having to
Lcuý roads through a dense'fores'* and to be at this kind

of "Ï%,ror- fron-L four in the mo«,m'* ing until eight at niglit. I

là.
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did not wonder that the men expressed their disgust at

the Grand Portagre in no very refined langruage when

talking amàng themselves, or that some of them wished

most hea'rtily that they had never left their homes.

As soon as they got into the canoes, the usual light-

hear'tedness of the. French Canadkan race;, Showed its' -f.ý-

They stopped to take a look at the Portage when in the-

middle of the river, and with many a merry laugh raised

their caps and bade it a respectful farewell, hoping, as

one of them observed, & never to have the misfortune to

cross its path again-'

Our voyage was of short duration for ust as I was

begraning to - enjoy the beautiful scenery and the magni-

ficent a -series of hea-ýry squalls came down the

river, wliich was bounded by high bills or precipices, and

quickly raised suéh-ýa'sea thàt we were in great danger of

bei nýg swamped. Makin, for the mouth of a little treek,
we l'a to for more than an b our until the wind had s -b-

sided so as to allow us to cross and get under lee of the

land-on the opposite side. The -%vater-m.,trks showed that

the'-,river rises twelve feet above its present level. It must

then be a magnificent torrent, broad and rushing, carryin'g
ater probabl' not less than

an,,immense quantity of w. y
the.,ý1 Ottawa at its usual level.

Soon after we started we--began to be impressed --with,,-

the grandeur. of the sepnes througli which we were

passing. The wind bad gone down,, and the river glided

with unrufflèd sur£t-c-p,._ in quiet contrast with the noise5
and whirl, and fbam, and rù-àh--of -the Ttapids below.

All voices were hushed', and even thè----paddlee dipped

with the utmost quietness into the water, by a simultaneous--P
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impulse, as we passe'd some stupendous sheets of lice

hanging over the édge of a perpendicular rock, at,,,,,i«-é'à''s'*t''.,ý...,

150 feet above the river. Blue and white mas ks,,ý .'û

pure ice - in fact, an. icicle on a gigantic

glisten-ed in the liggrlit of the é vening sun; Clumps of'

birch, in full leaf, growing out of crevices in the rock,.

huncr tenderly over the cold white below, as if' to pro-

tect- it froin the destroying warnith, which, to théni was

vigour and even. life itself. On each side of this beau-

ýtifu1 sheet of white, fringed. wîth delicate green, the

red rocks rose stern and unchangeable. White, green,
and red, ice,'trees, and rocks, blended in exqtýdsite bar-

.mony, created a picture at which even the Indians gaz6d.

with silent admiration, mechanically- dipping their paddles

into- the water to keep the canoe. ftom. drifting down the

stream.

This -was one-of those unexpected and beautifuil scenes

-ýýrÉich' o at once to the heart of tlie mo'st callous and ap-

parently insensible man. Even Louis, so rude and rough,

gazed through the matted hair which. huncs over his face,.

throwincr it, aside time after time with a jerk of the head,

as, the coarse un-ieldinçy masses slowly fell over his e

brows with each motion of the can'oe. The spell was

broken by ân exclamation -which I involuntarily made as

Wei advanced 1etween. the settinct sun and the pendent

dFapery of ice. From pale bluish-white to exquisite rose-
v-

red, the chan'ge was instaiitanelous it as like a pro-

lohored flash, of distant lightninom -'like the rose-coloured

streamer of an a-Liro-ra,, vivid,'soft and fleeting, but fixiner

its image on thé meiuory, like the pictitres painted by the

sun. How lovely! How beautiftil Hýw wonderfu1-
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were the exclamations» which. simultaneousIY arose from

the canoes. Can you paint that I asked my brother.

can the trees, and ice,' he replied,

but the radiance and the ligght are beyond human, art.'
-re ascended'its current.-

The river crrew in beautv as

Its waters became clear and swift but cold as ice: the

hills rose into mountains, and the towering roék W

magnificently on the stream. Soon after the su'n*had set,

w-e pitched our tents, erjoying, before retiring to much-
lonýr twilight and th' fi rst hours>

needed- rest, the e tranquil

of the,, night., vith no sound,, of bird, or beast, or fish to

break e stillnessand nothinu but thé murmur of distantf:
w aterfalls to remind ue thýt in this beaut'ifiü but desolate

wil4przness there wa anythings capab e of producin a

I ýJ sound.

We were luistaken. Not much more fl-an a mile from,

us, opposite. a., huge, wall of rock which sloped suddenly

into the riv ou or reindeer, came to drink during

the nighta'n'd,,,ý'batlie in the waters. The place where

their tracks were seen next morninor was on a gravelly/
beeh. Wedid not expect to find them so near the céast

but thèse ammtls are orrea't,-, wanderers' andý sometimés

appear where they are least expected and as no Indians
h the caribou

had come down from.,the interior t is yearl,

had not been disturbed.. The sight, of the tracks was

very for it inspired us with hopes tliat we might

meet.with this animal sooner than we expected, and ià

Ueater abundance than the Indians at the moÙth of the"

river led us to believe. Both Louis and Pierre were

s -Lirpnsied, and saià that caribou must be crosshig tô the
E

north-west. But Pierre did not know-the country well,
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and Louis' opinions on the subject were not to be relied

on. We learned more about theýtaribou and their habits

a few,-%ve"eLs.,Iater.. Had we known them before, we'

should not have taken the appéarance of a few fresh

tracks as strongly presumptive of the presence of numbers

of these. animaL' higlier up . the couurry, although the

beautifur caribou moss. was eveqwhere to be found in

abundance on- the rocks ând mountains around us.

At four in the, morning, of -the 17tb we were in our

canoes. The ni , ght had been iýýId, the minimum ther-ý

-. ,mometer, showincs one degree "of frost. The sky was

without a cloud, the air still, and the high. rocks magni-

ficently grand. A . loo-n, with its wild. note, broke the

silence,, as we rested for a moment to listen to the sound * of

a waterfall, whose murmur at intervals reaclied our ears.

We shall see it at the next bénd said Pierre it comes

from -the top 6f y OiWtain. In winter it is aR

ice àtove,, growing thicker every day, and sometimes in-

creasing so much. as to surround the near trees. Domenique

told me that one year he was coming down the river just

after it opened, and camped .opposite the fall. « In the

morning, -as he was- starting, the ice broke off near -the

top, and fell. into the valley quite close to him br*,,(*-nu

-with. it many trees, which. were frozen into it as it. went
on Nvincy biorcer and bigger during the winter. You

"",ro ZD cc 1.
will see the dead trees lying at the foot of the rock'when

we come opposite- to it. There it is."

ý,is we -turned round the.bend'of the river the wateifall

came into ffiH- view. It may have been''200 féet in àlti-

tùde, but the - upper, p&t was broken, and I thought I

could sec it between the trees on the slope of the m'untain

1v;
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some 300 feet above us. Its breadth was scarcely

20 feet ; but it was not difficult to trace its great magni-

tude during the winter, caused by the freezing of - the

spray, well marked by a clear stripe of rock fiffly double

the width of the fall in its present state.

In deep crevices as weR as in valleys between bills, and

on the north side of some of the mountains, frozen snow

of great thickness still remained. most instances the

edges of these little glaciers were overhung by the deh-

rate foliage of the.birch, just coming into fiffl leaf. We

passed during the morning perpendicular rocks-filly 500
feet high. The flats at the foot of these huge waUs were

clothed. with fine spruce and birch, and in every crevice,
high up their sides, where a Ettle soil could accumulate,

small birch, larch, and sprucefoundroom to grow. Abîmal

Efe began soon to show itself. Salmon were jumping out of

the water i brook trout glided and shot over the shallows

the approa of the canoes; and barked willows with

fresh tracks showed that beaver were near at hand.

We must be close to a beaver dam,' I said to Pierre
there are plenty of tracks on the soft mud at th% edge of

the wàter.

Only two,' answered Pierre; two beaver on their
summer, hunt perhaps there is a dam up the little river

yonder, but the * beaver are all away they ývî11 not go
back toi it until the falV

& You don't find beaver generally in the dam, then,during summer F I said, anxious to Who'-draw out Pierre,
was a very observant and accurate hunter, of wliom I had
heard an excellent character for truthfulness and industry.

'Not often, he replied sometimes the moihèr with
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the---Ii-ttle beaver; but they generally wander in the sura-
mer. The old fellows are all away up and -down the
river, huntina by themselves. About the end of Au- st

they wiR gather together ag-ain, and worL at theïr houses

and dams,'

What time of the year do you hunt beaver F
I ne-ver go on purpose to hunt beaver, except to eat

theïr skins are not worth much - only a shiffingt a pound.

In winter, when food is scarce, and we come on a beaver

dam, we sound it and find the beaver, and then eut thein

out.'

& What do you, mean by soundingr?

f- Beaver,3 Pierre replied, 1 always make their winter

house on shore above the water-level, with a road leading

to it from. the water ; perhaps the road under the ice and

in the earth is eighteeii to thirty feet Ion& They keýep

their food in the water above the dam, and live in a

warm. house on shore. We hunters sou'd thé,- ice- close

in shore, and near the dam", to-find the road to the h--üse---

where the beaver always run when alarmed. When we

have found the roads, or one of them-for sometimes

thère are many together - we eut through the ice and

fint stop the-road. We then sound again, and find which

way the road runs, and then cut close to the house, and

pull out the beaver. But it is hea-vy work in m-inter, and

we only try to get them if nothing else is to be had.e

II suppose you always find the beaver on the smaU

rivers P
G LTO 5' he said, & not always ; sometimes on the lakes.

I once knew a beaver-house on a little lake between two.

mountains, which, had no outlet. I was sleeping in the
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frogs. I went m the direction of the ,ýound., zmd cz-w-ie to

a steep cliffi, -"Loolduýr over the éliff, 1 ZZZtNV- a sme Lake

with beaver in it. I climbed do-xii, went aH round

,:the lake, but there was no outlet; i î lay in, zi hollow-

betwega hills, and there were plenty of beaver in it Mihicli

bad. never been disturbed.>

Are beaver numerous in the t-Nountrv uow

Pretty much ; the . Indi-.ins tell me they are more

plentiful than years ago. Bût here!-a fuie beach for

landî%or - would you -like to «et-bre,*,ývxt?

A terre ! à terre! ' ]Pierre shouted, -as I nodded. -iân

affirmative to the question. The et-m- oe-s sxffl touched the

shore, and Lo-uis a moment aftexw-,iidb-'turned round and

said, Il Mash-qua .1

îs î-ýibmty for 13ear. ý Did

vouseeabearLotùs?' Hepointed to the ggrowidabout

five yards from the çshom and in the, 3and we'saw a

ftesh bear-track.

How long is it -s-ince he.

Last night; perhaps early thiss Mormug.

The cry of-breakfast put a .-,tt-)p to fiulher enquhies,

and we sat down to, oxir meal wa such appetites as

health, exercise, hard work, and zabsstinence can glve-

About noon we arriv, ed at the by many

1-zrand old rocks, gray and stera. and mauzuly
in heiorht -with a windina

g The . Moissie s-eemed. to flow

course in a huge crack between them, for the river swept

the bases of a tow, eringp w,,ctU-Eke IPI"%,P &-st on oneprec - "
side, then on the other, of tluis, gareat Rý-ték in die earüiý

Drift clav capped by ý*nd, had partiaIýy fihed thé
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crack to a heigrht df seýenty feet above the level of the

river; and through it a channel had been. excavated, in

the usual manner in which rivers wind throucyh -a soft

deposit in. a narrow valley, forn*nct flats and points, and,

-as in.the present case, at every great bend coming to the

PEIRPF-N-DIClULAR ]ROCKS ON; THE MOISIE.

-Nvall of rocks whieh limit the Moisie vaHey oii either

hand.

Snow was visible i n masses on the distant mountains,
seen up the valley ofthe East Bra-neh.' A conical hiRI)
perliaps 250 feet high, is the termination of the peninsula

which separates the East Branch fr6m the M ain River.

That 's my river,' said Pierre, pointinom up the East

Br'anch'. ýl where I hunted last year. M, y marten line goes

over those hills ; there 's where I 1:iRed the bear."

We lield a consultation. whether we shoifld take thez>
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East Branch or the Main River. ]Pierre said he knew the

East Branch for about thirty miles; Louis said he had

been miles up the main stream.

The point which decided us was the probability of

meeting with Nasquapees, who were expected down from,

Lake Ashwanipi on the great table land of Labrador.

The chart, drawn by Indian at Seven Lqlands showed the

porýàges between the Main River- and the East Branch',
or one of its tributaries, and the arrows they had made

indicated the direction which we ought to take. After some

discussion, both herre and Louis agreed that the Nasqua-

pees, or any party ùf Montagnais, coming from the interior

would most probably pass by the Main'River; and as it

was almost essential that we should procure a guideý we

determined to follow the old Montagnais route, and, if

possible, descend by the East Branch. We continued o ' n

the main stream, but soon found oùr progress materially

arrested by the rapidity of the current. We tried':first

one side and then the other, with mu'ch difficulty forcing

our way bot by foot against the torrent, sometimes

poling, then paddhcr, then - draàging the canoes by the

bushes which Jined the shore, or hauling., them with a

line when tracking-ground permitted. In this way we

succeeded in making two miles in three hours ; and when

we landed to dinel we -àsked one another how we were to

reach the headwaters if the current continued' as strong

as it was after leaving the Forks.
.1 -Louis, youve been some miles up the river, you

say ; is it better as we get higher up the country ?Io

Worse - more rapid ; don't tbinlc we can pass the

steep roeL;;.'
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Steep rocks? Where are they'?

"A few miles up."

Pierre here asked whether this the place that

Baxtelimi spoke of ; and wheu Louis answered e Yes; he

said that Bartelimi., a Montagnais Indîan, told Ihini before

we started that we coulà not pass these rocks while the

riverîs high-that the rocks go ç-&,ùght up from the

wàter on both sides, leaviucr no room to track., while the

roàs-themselves are always wet and Aippery.

The.--river;,rwhere we ýz,,toppecl for dimer was about

1004 -çiide, the current ininiiiing between SR' and

seven miles an -houn The country is lovly, as far

as magnificent « rocks, 600 to 800 feet highý could

make it so. But the current presçsed us sorely., and the

ety occasioned by the doubt of Louis that we should

not be able to pass r- the steep rocks," made us feel

very uncomfortable, and n. ther desponding f br a - while.

Towards evening we arTived at the foot of the gorge,
gh which the river rolled its pent-up waters

throug with

terrible force.

'Are those your steep- Louis P 1 said, as we

landed on a low flat shelf of rock slopinct to the riven

Louis shook the hair from his face, pointed his hand in

the direction of the g ,.uecl at it'for a *hile, and

said, Il There steep rocks -înâter veryswift - must try

to-morrow mth E--rht canoa Perhaps we can pasý - don7t

know.'l

As soon as the baucra!,ýe wass landed.. 1 went with Pierre

and another mm in a hght canoe, to try flie strength of

the eurren*t. AU attempts to paddle aggainzst the stream

-%v-e foitnd hopéless -ive eould not g;àn -an inch eilfter
tj
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enterina the crorge. We next tried to pull the cSloe up

by holding on to the rock -with otir hands or p-addIes, but

they were pérpendicular, sometimes overhau ing, zuid

smoothed to a polish by ice. As -%ve could inake no

we glided into an eddy, and prop9sed to get out of the

came, élimb the rocks to the first ledcre, and if Nve

could find tracking-ground which would eniable us to use

a long rope. Pierre and I reach-d a bm-td Iedgre twenty

feet above the river'; it -%vas overgro-N-n Nvith ium

some . small. trees, and formed the terminzition of one of

the wooded sides of the mo-unudn on the left lxi- of the

river, whose eastern face, risincr perpendicid..-trlv - to per-

haps 800 feet, formed one side of the Ur-st goirge of

the Moisie. I came to a track, -%vhieh 1 too- for a Mon-

tagnais path, and callinIct Pi " said, m old

portage path ; can it lead over the-mountain

Pierre looked hard at it, stooped doNvu and. eýr=ined'

it closély, followed it for a few vards, and rettwui- « said

Bear-P.,ýth."
"Bear-pat.h?' I exclaimed;- - this zx

bear-path P

& This is a -bear-path the road by -%Yliieli the bears

cross.this mountain. You see they can7t come zwy other

way- nothinor but steep rocks all îiround. ' No üther

road. See 1 fresli t-rac-s,' he suddenly poùitin," to

several recent impressions -%vhîch were visible hale

farther on.'

"Well,' 1 replied, we eau at all eventzs folluw this

bear-path if we cannot get up the river,,"

Pierre shook his head. The bear-path goes over the

mouiltain; we can't carry canoes there. It is too hi;L11
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and too steep must ùt till the mater fa-Ils before we

go x1p th -morrow.1)
g e river. We Il see ïo

We went oui -fq--ýr some dist-,ýuic- -ý péîËaýS eighty yards,
when a rock, ii i inzmy hundred feet directly from the

river,, our pyqcýgress7. Pierre crept to the edcre of

the ledere, aud em-effilly ,;-,-tirveved, the torrent fbaming

through the gorge. After a -%vhile lie came to ine, and

said.,, 1 That pcànt ':S the worst part ; if we can pass that,

1 think we skan do the rest to-morrow. We -11 çret out a

long hne ; we 'Il want one three -or four hundred feet long

tie a sztick tû it.. f1wow one end into the river, and let it

float down. The men in the cmioe wiR catch it, and pull

the came past th.-,it PICIIiit. W, e can tie the line to this tree.'

I thought the plau preppsed by Pierre exýellent, and
indeed otir ouk ch,,iiiee of the gorge. We there-

. N paffln.n 1-1
fore retiumed to mir tents, and, as it w<týs still early, fished

fi-w trout, c--ttch* a dozen or so of about a pound -each.

There plenty of ice or frozen snow in the woocLs

oppoi8ite the gorge, where -we camped; and feeling it

r.-tth.er cold 1 &àt upqii a. blanket while writing - in - my

n&e-book,. I exý,.-,txmned -the dead leaves on which 'the
.- bl<tnket wws, istretéhed, and found that they covered a

,heet of ice.

On this -c-old bed we had -pitcheà our tent, in conse

quence of its presenfing a level. surface ; a thick layer of

spruce beiughs, zsoon proteeted us from the chilling influence

of the icy Iloor, on which we * sought and found most

rest after za Ioný! da toil.

We Nvere at supper Jusst as the sun was settin when a

voice called oxitý 'I A cemo- ! a canoe l' Looking in the

Jirection off the gorge, we issuing from it 1 m ith the
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speed. of an arrow, a tiny birch-bark canoe. With some

appearance of hesitation the canoe approached. Our ICZIMP,
and when a few yards from us, Louis called out in gareat

grlit, 1 Domenique In another minute Domemqtel,

the chief of the Montagnais of -the Moisie River, as weil

DOJV&XIQVI?ý CRIEF OF TRE -. UÛ2-TAG,ÇAIS OF LAKE ASHWAMPT.

as of Ashwaiiipi Lake, stepped on shore, shoutijacr

Quà? Quà P Ho-ýýv are you ? How are you P Ile

----------- Was- follaLwed- 4V 2 yo ý_ Nasquapee, and. then by his

squaw and four children, a couple of d and a Y01MCrob"S %'M
beaver. After a- few words --and salutations, the delicaté

canoe -was taken out of the water, and the squaw pre-

pared the camp for the night, while Domeniq-tie* came to
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our fire> ' » have a smokeýmake enquines, and ans-%ver

questiiàie' Nothinc could exceed our delight at this

meetincr; Domenique would be able to tell us all about

-the upper- country- whàt Indians we should meet, what

_mae we should find, and perhaps he would g? with us

âp _a guide, or let the YOUII " Nasquapee show us the old

Montagnais road to the interior. These and many other

thoughts found expression as we were finishing, our

, . while Domenique was smoking his pipe close by,
every now and then stealina-- glances, at our faces, and

slow1y and thoucrhtftffy picking a bit of tobacco from a

large plug Ihàd given to him, when he expressed his

inten't'- n of 'I comincr to our fire.'

We Ikatched them take their, worlélly wealth out of the

canoe. It contained, the produce of their winter hunt,

wrapped in a seaJ.--sldn covering. A rather -wýorn, and dirty

blaidn-et, several. reindeer skins, a fox-skin robe, two or

three tin kettles, some rolls of birch-bark, one or two

wooden dishes, a sme bag of reindeer skin containing a

few ftagments of dried reindeer. ' meat, one duck, a.
pillow of'down of the eider-duck for the baby to kick

about on at the bottomof the canoe, and a srow'-shovel.

ýIAsk-Iiw ho@iv he is off for provisions, Loi-ýds," I said.

Sfarving,' was the brief reply.

Domeinique held up the duck'and the few fiugments of

reindeer meat. This is what we have left-ý.,-Ivhen that

is gone, must hunt for more."

&Aré any more canoes coming down the river F

_Né ; four canoes gone. by the East Branch. I thought

the river too, bad, and came down the main stream. The

water is very hi,,h.1)
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w Louis acted as interpretérý Pierre not undersiandincr the

Montagnais language sufficiently well,

Ask him, Louis." I said, "if we can pass -up the...river P >

As soon as Louis had propounded this question,
Domenique turned to his squaw and said a few words.

Both of them looked towards the gorge. The squaw shook

her head, and said 'No.' Dômenique looked at Louis,
shook his head, and said 1 1ýTQ.' Louis looked at me, and,

with awroR of his head from side to side, said eimphatically
Mil

No.'

Domenique,'tu rning to Louis,, attempted to comfort

us by saying, When the water falls the canoes can go

up.
A cold thrill passed' through. me when I saw the

squaw's manner, and heaýd Domem»ques answer but

nowing well how easily Indians -are deterred i-om any

efforts involving great labour, especially if waiting a week

will enable them to accomplish what they hgve in view

without it, a few minutes' reflection conývinced me that it

would be very foolish to, give up the hope of fbrciiýg a

passage through. the gorge without waiting'until the

waters fell. After a while I told Louis to ask him about

Mil the upper country, wh'ther there was muchsnow left.
î

Full of ice," answerý-d Louis, interpreting Dom enique"S

reply. No snow, but much ice.

Where has, Domenique been wintering P lâf
On this side of Ashwanip. Lake, close to the dividina

ti fýj ridge-where the waters flow the other way.ý

Did he ki1l many animals F

Thirty reindeer and -four bears.)

-What ftirs did he geti
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Very poor hunt - only eight niarten, eleven foxe-s, olle

black fox,_ three otter.'

l'Are there many fish in tlie litkes we are goinçr to P

,No only in "" Bicr Ià-ak-e."' Plenty of trout in t1w

rivers - no big fish."

114ny duck or çyeese.

'Vèry few ; some geese on Ashwanipi, but much ice-1

When did Domenique leave his winter camP
His tribe broke- u-p camp seven days ago.'

"When did ihe ice leave the er lakes FÙPP
Ice broke - up seven days Domenique -,«md otherago

Indians left samQ-41ay.'

'Ask Domenique when Ashwanîpi broke up.", INN
Domenique says Ashwanipi still full of ice. Some of

his tribe came from. Ashwanipi W week ago say it is fiffl

of ice full, full.,
"Any aller Indians on this river?

No; all gone down - four canoes. sig
-flil

-Any Nasquapees coming down P

Perhaps - dont know.1

4Any.Lýasquapees on Ashwanipi Lake?

Some families near where Domenique made -%vinter

camp. Domenique think they ;will éome down Moisie.

They have never been to the coast before. Donlemique say

he gave them. a map to show the- road and the portacres."

.Are there any Indiàns at the other end, of Ashwanipi »
Lake?

Yes, perbaps but all Indians on Ashwanipi, -%vho

don5t, come d-own the Moisie, gO to Pètichikapau, or-the

co-ast of HucLs,on's Bay."

Ask him where the niôst Indians are to be foün d n ow
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11!Î1 & Near Petichikapau, he says ; near the Post of the
Compaýpy

How many families are there P'il, 0
11-Fourteen.."

Fourteen 1 and where are therest P'
ý;19 ili 'l-There-are,no more on the. level high land, in the lake

couiitry. Tlie others are beyond, towards Esquimaux
,j Bay (Ha-nu

;F1 ilton Inlet) and- North-West River; and far
away beyond Petichikapau, towards Ungava, and on the

other side, towards the sea' (Hudson's Bay).
Where are all tlie Indians gone who'hunted- ôn- A'h-

wampi-River P

& Gone north, or east, or 'dead-many dead, he says; not
_,-Many-Ieft

Tell him after supper' I should like to ask him more
questions about, his people k now, give the squaw some

flour and pork.'

Louis was.going to, fulfill his mission, when I said,
Stop, Louis; just. ask him where the Nasquapee came

filom P

Doienique met him near Petichikapau, two winters
agio, when he was hunting there : the father and mother ofî11ý

he-lad are dead, and Domenique adopted him."
What are those marks eut over the cheek-bone

Nasquapees always mark themselves so it is a cuý-
tom of their people.5

How do they do it P'

With luffe or fish-bone; then they put in colour
powder, perhaps!

Do all 1 . quapees eut themselves like this one? 5
4Miostly all once all did bu t now some don't. All
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old meu and women Care marked on the f-àce like

lad.'

Do you think Domenique would go back with us?'

Think not ; gât children and squa,ý%7-.

Do you think he would let the young Nasquapee go

with us, to, slio* us the portages P'

'Perhaps! better'not sppak about it to-nigli t give'

Domenique.good supper; also Nasq-ti,tpee; ma-e theni

crood friend', and -let them sleep well. I will talk to him

to-morrow about youncy Nasquape *; perhaps lie let Iiiiii

go, if you inake him crood present.'

You think, then, you had 'bette-r not spea- about it
to-niorlit

J\To no 1-- Let Domenique ein and sleep then lie ta
to-morrow.'

We gave the two Indi-ans a (-roýd supper, and sent sonie
flour and pork fo his wife, -%vl-io liad made her camp about
thirty yards fro mý ours at the foot 'of a large tree. I pro-

posed to, myself the pleasure of visiting them at d,,t.yUcrbt

to, see how the Montagnais made their camp in the woods.
Where are you going to, Louis P' some one enquired,

as the Indian was ro]Iinoý off into tlie woods with a torch

of birch-bark, about an hour after supper.

Clet birch-bark for inap.'

What map P"

Domenique goinc to make map of portages, to §how us
thé, way. To'-morrow continued Louis with a knowinçr

leer, ' I' speak to Domenique about youncr Nasquapee;

Domenique well pleased - like supper, like tobacco, like

everythinor. Think he -%vill let voung Nasquapee go.'
Wlien Louis returned with the sheet of &esh birch-

G
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bark for - Domenique to draw his map on, I asked the

cause of thé scarcity of ganie in this country.

Two reasons were given by the chief': the first beinry

that, the Moisie was the old Montagnais path to, Ashwanipi

and the table land, just as the On-na-ma-ne River which

will be described in the sequel- was the road toi Hamîký h

Inlet from the coïtst below Mingan and Natisquhan.

The deer, and bear, and smaller animals have been killed

and fri,,thtened off this river and its tributaries. The

second reason was that the country towards the dividing

ridge was burned. We. shoul ' d have to pass for threé

day s through a brUlé, or burnt country, where there was

no food for animals. He als-o said there was much burnt

ýo -on MI 11(--,U-o-n-ïa,rnà7s

the » fires of the Indians having spread so rapidly througgh

the MOSS.

& Wlien your people were numerousI said,..,'were not

the deer plenty P

Yes; plenty.ý

Whendid the deer bgýcrin to diminish P'

When the white people bought their skins, and gave

us guns and ball to kill them * with. Before my people

had gùns, they could not kill many deer.; it was very

hard work to shoot them M71th arrows, and follow them

for miles. My people then only kîlle'd fôr food and

for cIothingý Since the white man gave us guns, they'

kill them to sell the skins, and the deer soon pass away.'

Are your people ever starved &Lrinct the winter?'

Yes; when they cannot get deer, they muststàrve.'

When deer were plentiffil 'on Ashwanipi, were your

people many P'V 
- 1
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Many as ihe trees you see on every hill ; but the

country was not much burnt. Indiaiis were e,i.ret*ul of

firel, and they made much winter meat. Wliite inen czune

and the Indians killed deer for their skins, to cret (runs

and other things. When the deer were (sone, iny people

went. away too ; they could not live inzany toggetlier.

Some went to, the coast, soffie to, the north-west, inany

died -one by one. Only my tribe left now on Ash-

wanipi. Gi, e me thé bark, and let me draw the map.' L7

The destruction of the reindeer after the introduction

of fire-arms, was no doubt one of the chief causes of the
decline of the Montacynais and Nasquapee Indians. Even

in Upper Canada, durinor the early period of its settlement.,

by wolvesw
among the deer of the countrýy, during vinters of extreme

severity, havingr caused a famine. It is a fact -w-hich may

now be received with astonishment that, in the memo ry
of many still living in Upper Canada, wolves created a

famine in a part of the country which is now one of the
oldest settled and most beautiftà tracts,. So marvellous

.aÉe the changes which civilisation- induces., and so pre-
carious is, the existence of improvident man in tlie woo(L.

I am myself one of the eldest born of this country,
after its seulement by the loyalists, and -%vell remember
the time when as- Bishop Berkeley observes, ';a man
inight, be the owner of ten thousand acres of land in

America, and want sufficient.,ýneans to buy himself a
breakfast! One half of the land on the Bay of Quinte

the Garden of Canada-coulq, -mdthin my remem-
4_

"e

'NIr. Ruttan, President of the Provincial Agrictiltural Association, 1849.

Y
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brance, li4-tvêbe---Éýwli,-týztý(1- fi-)r five., pounds zît two-hilli-

-dred acre lot, and many a one has been sold fibrza ludf joe.

AU this cannot be inatter of woiider, wheii 1 tell voittliat

a great scarcity of provissionss prevz-àled &-br two or three

years consectitively, in of fiiffiures in the

crops, and what broug-rht on the ý,ýtrce x.-e<w"

(about the year 1790') if I am not. MsLa-en) the

almost entire destruction of die deex by the wolves, for

two-consecutive year-s. The siiow I-ay upon the ground fi-Oni

December until April, at the depth of ftoiii four to five feet.

In the month of February of the Lâsst of'these yeuu--ý, a near

relative of mine sent all the way tcb Alb-anyý in the St-ate

of New York-, a distance of more thziii two humIred miles,

--for

all that distance by t-vo men on ýenow-ýshoes- ! It took theui

about eight weeks to ,im-imlilish this Sid during

this time about one-third of the qtt,,intîtx- wkis necessarily

consumed by the men; the-- résidue of thilS predoiiý em-ýf o,

pounded---up-in a mortar miàde of îa maple stump., with the,

winter, greenberry, and hatterly boiled

with a little milk, constituted the, principz-d fi»d for two

famihes., consistinçr of s-even fi-br the IýII ' of four or

five months It was remuked, I haïve he,-ud some of the

è1dest settlers asçsert, that the -ustial sxipply of fish even
-le àm w hich the settlers,

had failed. The few.catt Lhor,

at great cost and trouble, had coUected, w-ere Uled for
food. The fa thful dog M

in sa* Crificed

to supply th.,tt food -%vhieh he had so üftea been the, meuis

of furnishing to his then kind but -st.,mvinq-r inasten The

famine this year ggenem, 1 througltout flie Bay. of
Quinté; and such was the . tliat,,, durhig this
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winter, several persons died from starvation. In'the Hay

Bay seulement, one of the most heartrendine occurrences

took place. Some time during the month of Aprà, the

husband and'father was foun'd buried in the snowl which.

lay upon the ground at an average depth of five feet,

whUst within the shanty was exhibited the awfùl spectacle

of the dyinçr mother, pressing to her bosom her dead

infant', still in the position of attempting to, gain that sus-

tenance -Nvhieh its inother had for some time been unable
j4âany longer to afford. it.

If such a calamity as is described in the precedinZD
p-aragraph could occur in th' early settlement of a

country like Western Canada, o-whig to wolv. es, need we

'M6-ý-fââiiais and Nasquapees should

have diminished on account of the gradual. destruction of

the reùideer theïr principal supply of food?

-L,.ý

4n
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CITAPTER VI.

THE FIRST GORGE TO THE SEE-W.AY-Sll'ýl-KOP PORTAGE.

Montagnais Map of the Country -Domeniques Camp in the
Woods-VLichel, Domenique's'adopied Son- Domeniques Ob-

jections, to the voung Nasquapee going with us as.Guide-Ilis
Energy and Tireats- Conclusion of the Bargain-The First
Gorge of the Moisie- Difficulties of the Pa&ac,e-First FaUs of

the Moisie-The See-way-sini-kop Pgrtage-Trou4 Salmon-

Salmon-speariý k Torchlight-Appearance of Indians spearing

Salmon - Self-control and SldR-Scene af the Foot of the

Cataract by Torchlight - The Salmon - The Light extinguished

The Darlmess - The Rapid - Coolness and Intrepidity of the

Indians - Excitement.

E sat by the fire till a late hour talking to Domenique

and the young Nasquapee. The lad appeared' to,

be V'ery intelliÈent, and apparently knew the upper

country well. He and Domenique together construcied

a map of the Moisie and the old Montagnais route, as far

as the dividing ridge showing the , point where the

Ashwanipi River took its rise, and began its long course

bf several. hundred- miles toi Hamilton Inlet, ýon..the Atlantic

coast of Labrador.

He put in all the portagges, and explained the map to

Loids and Pierre. The latter took charge of the* map,
and before we rose went over every little detail to see

if he understood it perfectly.

Just before entering m» tent, one of -the voýyà'geursw . 1 1 1
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whom we called 1ý,cm.ace, came to me, il.ýleefullv,. and saîd

Jiat the water mrais FtUiuçr faszt It ha*8 fallen four inches

since we came h.e*re ;- it - Nvm hîave fix1len eight before moni-

ing." "But the Indians it mu-st PA two feet before

we can get through the gorgme. kwace,' I replied, 4 and we

cannôt wait; we shall consume all t--bur pruvmioiis before

we reach the Big Dike, at this m te; we musst start after

breakf&Qt to-morrow, and ,see what we c-tu do."'

At ssunrise I weût to camp. 'They were

just wakincr ; but 1 -mas, id tüne to see how they had

spent the night. ' Ranged, in a senucim1e before the fire,

placed at the foot of -a Eu-ge bals-lam ,;pruce, ilhe whole

family jay side by side, -the mother md f-,-tther'oc*cupymcr

the outer ends of the curve with the fi-mr eUdren, and

the young N asquapee between them. The children were

covered 1 with 'a blanket The father and mother had

-- each a sheet of bîreh-b--trk over them z. the Nàziquzipee a

couple of reindeer skins. Two d", were jying under the

birch-bar, close to, the fim at the feét of Doweniýue.

The family bed consisted of spruce bougbs the

wet moss, with the frozen -soil benea-th their roof was

the, blac- sky, mith tm-inkhný£r star-es coldlx- ý,vlitterùiz be-

tween thé motionless brane-hess of thespraýý as, silent, as

lifeless, and as uncharitz1le as the zarave-

Domenique. rosse as I ýappmaèhed... and saluted me with

the customary & bonjoiir.ly We lit Sr pipemsz zmd sinok-ed.

hé said some words lo me in but I could not

understand them so, we sat and sinok-ecl mi silence.

Meanwhile the mother rocse, put the Ettle lxiby Indian in

a sitting posture -on the eider-do-vu pillow, and L-ommenced

to rake the ashes together zand fresh wood on the
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fire. I saw tbatoethe children had been Iing on Sie

rabbit-skin robe, and fiât, -and

although the therniometer during the ii*gbt --was 3' I)elow

the freezincr-point in the and iee had formed 011g
the edçre of the river.

While break-fast wm preparing I calle(l Lôttis -and told

him. to ask Domenique whether he--woultl go Nvifli u-s

and- if- hot, whether he would allow hiý ad 'I ted- son, the

Nasquapee, to show us- the r6ad. Louis turned to the

chief and 'spoke a few interprethur

reply shortýy -afterwards to the effect that he could noIt

accompany us : he must go and see the priest -% hià. ilaa
promised two years acro. He wias soriT the other

had not come down this way-; if they lie would hz-we

sent one of the young men mrith us. But if we

three day s, he would catch then-i belo-%v the Forks zit thé

Grand Rapids, and send a canoe back with one mmi for

our,çruide.
.V

did he say about tlie.Lýasqiiapee.

No speak to him. about Ni asquapee yet,
4 Wait a bit; let Domenýque get bi-*-tkfhst tltitik and

speak easier aftèr breakfast. Wait a bit'

Althouggh very- anxious - to -now what lie

I let the Indians ta-k-e- their o-%N-ii -%vay.- Wé liad

long talk during breakfast, and when pipes -were filled

round' we left -Lo's to broach the subject of the youug
Ni asquapee's colupaiuoný-hip.

I was sittingr on a rock opposite the groig admi î

the exqLùsite symmetry of the delicate little

canoewhich lay béttom upw.-ards at ray fee4 -when Louis,
caine with aà desponding look and owk



Aieet of icc-, Nvltich stre-med li-e an infi -oin

die to within -t few feet 'of the rivers edcro-C-
xii,lWell, Lt- wh.-ý.it does Domenique say qe-

Nt---b let hitu gro wmt hilli to hmit'

-,Tell Doitie i to coine here' I aid.

Lotù,ý- czWc-,41 111111. With a liglit and spriticrinct step, lie
-ie w, e were sittinc; held his

zui roin the fire to wheix-

hand above his., epýý, -mid p(cemed into the gloom of the

Curmut l' he exclaimed & canoes can't

gý_-t up t"ay- too mue-Il mater.1, Sý1

& Lotù,,e, tell him 1 wzint Iiiin to let his son cro with us we

W1,11 tzke gre,-at czwe of hiiii.,zuid not let him carry anything.

We will ficed hiui Nvell, pay hîm well,- --,tiid make Doraénique

za preselit wheu we returii to the moutli of 'the Moisie.

W hat î,ý,- the ii-me of die zisquzàpee

Domenique calk,- him 44 'MicheU

Tell the chief I ,ýaid to u.'YO
After a short convemition Louds began He has not

got any c1(»thetý, IE,,iz fiither say lie has no shoes., and lie

I will give Min él-elies moccasints, a coat, a shirt,
à '7,

zmd I will ggive Doinenique a hand'soine

preSeUt.

Douieluque tuniebd to his squ-aýv,5 zind -told lier to (fâme

iiear. They theu zqx-ýk-e i1cýgether* for a while, after which

Douiénique Sala

Vhite pý xqýe often deceived me on*'.,tlie coa'st
Çjýý nV there 4 -ýqjjjjU--

ýýtjjtj ýjt U ý,ýtjL Býýjy. HOW do J. kno

vou -%Nîll 1-miiig

Lixlis saitl. in hiks -\%-av Perlu'ips If' yoii 'giie
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Domenique some tolbacco now, and a coat to Michel, lie

no. think- white man tell lies.y

I took the hint, and told one of the men to give the

chief à dozen pieces of tobacco, togéther Nvith some flour,

por-, and tea to his squaw'.- This -little piece of diplom.icy

lià-Viý--Uée-h-finislied, I brougylit, a flannel a rotigh

blue Hudsons B.,ty c*'d'at--with brass buttons, and aý air of

buffiilo moccasins. Laying them at the feet of the chief,

I told Louis to tell him. that these were the clothes 1

give now to his son, and a complete suit when

arrived. at the MI oisie Bay on our return.

Do- menique spoke Iiigain. to his squaw, and also to

Michel. Turning round and lookinor at me, lie -suid,
&,Who is to, steer my canoe if anything happens - to my

son P Who is to huat for 'these little'ones if anyffiing

happens to, nie P . He is my only treasure - My only son.

These arie little children yet it will be many years before

they cun be like this one.)

Tell Ë: M» we will return,ýis soin safely to him; we

only want him to show us the portages on the old Mon-

tagnais road to Ashwanipi."

When this had beenînterpreted to Dômenique, lie dretv

himself up, ý raised his arm. above his head, with dijated

eyes looked. me -in the face, and in a loud voice said
4 Michel shall go Nvith you ; but if you do not brincr

him safe back, 1 follow you to the sea, to the woods, to

the place wliere you live. You'11 remember me untîl you

die, and yqu 'Il die soon if you do not bring my 1fichel,

back to me safe3

Tell bïm again, Louis, that I will ta-e care of him. tmd

bring him ssafe back.'
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& He says I must tell you," spo-e Louis, -that white

men often tell lies, and deceive poor Indians. He says

tliat if you do notý bring back Michel safel he,%vill track

you, and find you wherever you go. He says Michel

shaR go with you, and show the old Montagnais road;

but he Èays he is terrible when men deceive him, and

Afichel is bis only son.ý

I held out my hand to, Domenique he grasped it

firinly, and puttincr the- other hand on Michel's shoulder,

look-ed at me with a fiendish glare, hissin-cir out with a

slow and distinct utterance sentence after sentence, while

he waited' for Louis to, interpret, still holdiiig me fast

by the hand, and apparently %Vor'kinct himself Into a

rage-

Presentl3r, léttiiiçr go my hand, he 'returned to, , bis

squaw and sp oke some words in Montagnais, moving at-

the same time towards bis canoel,- which he lifted up and
put into the water. The squaw quieldy à

'fo-ded the

Snoe, 3fichel. standing by. Domenique came and' shook

hands with me and the other gentlemen,, and wil Louis,

who since he had been called upon - to act- as interpretêr',

was getting very talkative and bumptious. Thýy left th-é

blan-et with Michell, 1ýut, true to their Indi à1n' naturel,

they were not seen by an-y one to bid hirn (rood-ýbye,

or ta e an-v notice of .him when they embarked in théir

-beautiful Ettle craft. The mothérý -q4anded the Ettle

girl a tiny paddle, the father - c.ried, Il Ya-* mah !.ya-mah P

Good-bye 1 good-bye ! -and. with a few àrokes of the

paddle they rpached the middle of the stream,' and

were swiftly carried down towards the sea.

Waý; that passion of Domeniques put on, Louis?'
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Perhaps, perhaps not likely Dom-nick thouçrht he

would frigliten you. M,,tke--,you bring back Michel safé.

Dom- çrreat man toi talk-,- -perhaps lie 'Il do it don"t

know.

'Now for the Gor,r4ý; WC will make iny canoe liglit,
and see if we can pass it. Mr. Gaudet-Will come in

another canoe and lielp us with a line to pass the first

p oint.
Following these directions, two cailoes started for

the Gorae A lonçy line was thrown out into the river

t1ýe, furthest poi cotild reach bv ý land. The

stick attached to one end floated dowii the, Areara, and

.s picked up in the eddy at the foot of the first point

-the great difficùlty in entering the Gorgre. Pierre
eau ancrý gan to liaul in the line which.ýj ght the stick, -ný

-j

'U
l;5

Z

Pl

TR ACKING IUP TUE FIRST GORGE.

fastened to a tree.
Was ýlýleaiiwliile Joseph land I fended
off, and, when opporttinity offered, puslied the cames on,
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with our paddles restingr agaiiist a slight, rougliness in

the -r6ck, or msisted with our hands in dra-winct it up

agrainst the torrent. We succeeded in ro'ficliiict the

point, and then took to our addle- with the utinost

exertion we made ten yards agraînst the stream, then

held on to the rocks and rested. Açra*-ii we tried the

paddles where the rocks on either side '-Nvere perpeu-

dicular and so uniformly smooth that we couldnot find

the least projection or even a crevice , to give us'w hold.

With soine difficult we crot jnto an eddv :.uid rested

again7. We then shot across to the opposite side, the

breadth of the river li'ere beinçy- about forty vards the

rocks on either side 800 to 11,000 feet in perpendicidar

altitude.

W.e got on better uâtil we câme to a rapid, wbieh

fortunately had tv, o triangular pieces -of rock jutting

out of the stream, round which the water 'foamed and

surged with great noise and -furv. By dint of ta-inçr

advantage of the, inequahties which. occurred in the

surface of the rock,* and of eddies, we succeeded in

surmountinu this difficulty, and finally after two hours

hard labour, we reached the other extreinity -of the

Gorge, With tom hands and tired linibs.

We ean do it,'- said Pierre; & we know th e- Way now1ý

and that is half the difficulty we can take two bact of

flour at a time., and gèt througorh the big creek by t 0--

morrow night 'but. it s the-hardest, bit of water I hetive,

ever seen.

Back we went lik-e an arrow, rushincy in triumph

out. of the Gorge into the pool on the bank-s of -%vliicli

oi-ir..--camp was made, and infiising new life 'and--spirits



into the 'Party, who were çrettincr very down in the

mouth at the idea of having to stay under the shadow

of those tremendous rocks until the water fell as

Domenique had predicted. By the following night we

had passed the first Gorcrê-,- 'of the Moisie, but canoiýs

and men were strained, bark was cracked, hands were

torn with holdinçy on to the rocks, bagçyaçre was wetted-.

But what did all that signify P - Our health was excellent,
Our spmts, roused to, the higrhest _pitch, -and we aR felt

glad and thankful . that we had overcome this difficulty

which threaten'ed 'to brincr our- explorations to a very

sùdden and unexpected close.

How noiselessly we paddled into the great pool at

the foot of the first falls ' of the Moisie, half a mile

above the Gorge, when Pierre pointed his paddle in

the direction of two objects swimmincr. towards the

shore5 and whispered & Otters and how we laughed

and shouted. when Louis with a yawn biustered out

& Seals!ý'

Seals they were, without doubt, sporting among the

trout and salmon'. which were leaping up the successive

steps of the. falls on their way to the spawning grounds

higher up the river.

It was necessary to repair the canoes after the stru(ygie

in the Gorge. Indéed one of the canoes was broken'

when quite close to the extremity, and we had to wait

for more than' 'an hour on a slippery rock to, build

a fire and -mend' the bark. Niglit had closed upon us

before our tents..were, up on the shores of the be,,.tutiful

basin at the foo't of theý -See-,Way-sini-kop Portage so

named on ac-c6unt of its passing over a bank of drift-

C11.4111. vie96 THE LABRADOR FENINSUIA.
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sand, - sixty feet high, and one foot broad at the top
a narrow peninsula of drift, wearing away with every

shower of rain, as the protecting covering of grass and
trees hais long been removed by Indi ans in their

passage over it. It is now quite baxe near and at the

carrying place, needing only time and exposure to -level
it or at least greatIr-reduce its altitude. It is weR

named the Up-and-Down' Portaae for you have
merely to ascend sixty feet and descend fifty to the river

on the opposite side. The isthmus of sand joins -a
magnificent rock -with à* mountain Zffiain. The river

rushes over-an *Tegular---bed, with a faU of eight 9ýýt
and. s-weeps ast the base of a treeless mountain of gneissp
on the opposite side, ma-ay hundred feet in height.

We fished and caught some fine trout in the beàutiffil

pool below ; and'lwere it not for the difficulty of reach-

ing it, the See-w,-,ty-sini-kop faHs and pool would be. by
far the most attractive' salmon-fishinor ground it has

been my* good fortune tâ see in the wilds of Eastern

Canada.-

We were not ready to start until eleven o'clock on

the foUo'm*g day. The task otmending the--,canoes, and

carry-ing the «ýagga-ge across the portage, haël occupied

nearly the whole morning.

I made a câche here of.some preserved vegetables,
powder, shot,.&c., in consequence of the ii-nprobability of

Our meeting with many Indians on the table land, or near

the sources of Ashwanip*' A hole was dug in the sand,
spruce boughs laid at the bottom, and the articles câched

laid- on them, and thickly covered with other boughs

of spruce. Sand was then heaped upon it, and a few logs

VOL. L.
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or trunks of dead trees drawn over thé -- càche. It was

made on the side of a hill, forming the boundary of the

Valley of asmall tributary to the Moisie, which, came

down ice-cold from the neighbouring mouintains.

We saw numbers of salmon- leaping up the falls, but

not one could we catch with the most gaudy and attrac-

tive flies. Even the celebrated fiery brown failed* to

decoy them, andwe, who were so anxious to husband Our

provisions, saw the most noble of fish leap and plunge

before.our eyes with perfect Ïmpunity. No duck or other

wild bird, with the exception of a kingflç,ýher, was visible

even at this beautiful poql; a-nd althou fis

abundant, there was âpparently an absence of four-footed

animals of any kind whatever.

The pool into.which, these faRs pour their foaming

waters is'one of the favourite Indian resorts for spearing

salmon Iy torchlight. This mode of taking salmon is

very properly interdicted by the Canadian Govemment,
on account of the great waste of fish to which it'leads.

But a description of one of the' most successfal artifices

emplo'yed by the savage wanderers in British America for

procuring food wÎ11. perhaps be acceptable to the reader.

Spearing any kind of fish during the day -time is a

tame and monotonous occupation compared with the

irrepressible excitement -which attends spearing salmon

by torchlight, with Indians who understand their work.

It has been my fortune to, witness the spearing of dif-

ferent kinds of Ësh in places far apart, and under widely.
différent circumstances:-whitefish, with Ojýbways. on
Lake Huron ; pike and whitefish, with the S'w'am'pies on

the Lower Winnipeg; sturgeon -on the Assinniboine but
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salmon-spearing in the wilds of Eastern Canada far Rz-
passés them- aU in excitement and sIdll. It unfolds the

réal character of the Indiau in its most strildng. pecu-

liarities. It displays untutored man in the fun strength

of his natural gifts, expresses his citpabilities for intense

enjoyment, and shows how he may be roused to exert,

for hours together, the utmost activity of bod and they
greatest presence of mind.

See how gently ýhey step into their canoe, in the gloom,

of the evening-just passing into night. They whisper

one to another, although there is nG ear

Ô t eir voices disturbing the prey oÈ which they are mi

search. Watch the one in the bowtrying the flexible

clasping tines of his 'I negocr,' or salmon speari springing

them backwards to see if tltey have lost their- elasticity, or

if they càn be trusted to, hold a powerful fish in their

grasp.

Now he streDgthens the long and slender shaft, and

lays it tenderly under the bars of the canoe within reach

of his hand. He ne-xt examines therolls of birch-bark

which he. wiH u * se for torches, and fastens to the bow of

his canoQ a cleft 'tick, in which he will, insert one ex-

tremity of the flaming roll. Tu*rnm*cr round, he asks his

companion if he has fire receives a low ," t ---,.a

reply which is followed by a subdued liowh 1 howh t They

grasp their paddles, and away the canoe glides, with

a looker-on seated in the middle, towards the foot of

the rapids near a well-known shallow, or close to the

tumbling waters of the cataract where the fish are wont

to, lie.

The torch is lit', and the spearman, relinquishing bis

2
ZJF
e2
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paddle, stands in the bow of the canoe, elcwehicr eagerýy,

from side to side. Suddenly he p"- es his .4_ýtr in a

slantinct direction, and quickly di-aws à Iack, hfting a

salmon into the canoe ; a second push, mçl another
'row he attaches a thin Ene of zsinew to

victim. 1ý the end

of his speax, and twists it roimd his um. Like au ari-ow

he darts his spear - it is whirle4l av-ay with za sudden

jerk, and trembles-in the straim. Gentýy but ssteadily he

draws it towarà him. with the line of szkew, and

it when wifhin reach, hfts his into the Canoe.

look over the side of the little er-dt The -ýzJmon are

CoMiner to the ligght ; they gnze for a momen4 and lelide

away like spectres into, the black wîatem, %Sme of them.

swlim round the canoe, and come to look aýfne" and againl)
pausing but for a moment to, çTectflate on itý- brk-rhtne;sý

and the next lie quive'ucr at the bottom of the ca-noe.

Both Indians at the s-ame moment sý ý,à:fi,;-h of unusual

size approach. the light-,o,=e -without. seopping, and

quickly move, o:ff -hover about at sûme little distuicel

suspicious and mistrustfid, but sfill attracteàd by thýe lure.

Gently and noisele&ç,,Iy the canoe lis urg it by

the Indian in the stern. No words jxiez between Iiiii-1

and his companion; both %saw the fish at the szàme momen4

and both know that they,will, t,*e it But look at the

Lidian with the spear; look at his; fiý, m ht by the red

flare of the burninct torch. ]Efis mouth open with

suspense, but he does notbreathe through it; his dilated

eyes are flashing intent-he s-tandss SO' motionless, with

up spear ready tolifted -trike, that he looks Uze a statue

of bronze. But there is, life in thàt expzmdincr -and cou-

tractiner nostril----,Iife in the iwo thin streamss. of vapour

à
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which puff fýom his nostrils into the keen night air; and

is there not sudden and vicrorous life in that swift dart of

the speâx-in that momentary light which flashes from

his eyes, and in that triumphant smile which he throws at

his companion, as, without utterincy a word or soundhe

lifts with both hands the heavy fish straîcht from the

water, holds it struprfflinor over the canoeand shakes it

from his spear Is this the langruid, drowsy savage

which u have. often seen slouching throug4 the day,

indolent and listle*s, a sluggard and a drone P

We are going to, the foot of the cataract; the largest

fish lie in httle eddies close to the rocks, waiting for

zin opportunity to, take their leap up the tumbling waters

--,to sheltered pools' abovel, where they may rest in their

de6ù-1t, ascent. Now is the fiffl measure of the Indian

required: thè--broken water, at the edge of the

main :'rapid at the foot of the cataract, rocks 'the"

canoë, and would serve to destroy the spearefs 'ahin

the,.:*'water is deep. and he must throw bis weapon, he

caÉnot push it, as in a shallow or quiet stream. The

Indian who is paddling and steerina must beware of

strong eddies of whir1pools, of getting under the cataract, \î

or of sidlinor into the rapid below. He must have his

eyes on the canot, the water and the salmon, and Iiis

hands ready at any moment to edýe off from danger, and

never may he give -way to a momentary excitement, even

when. the spear is thrown and a heavy fish struck. The

rocks, the impetuous torren4 the tumbling waters of

the cataract at the boÇv of the canoel, the flickering horht,

not always to be relied'on, must all be seen and con-

stantly watched,'for a shght change in an eddy may

i' J.
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swamp the fragile craft, bring it under the fall, or break,

-it on a rock.

How -shall I describe dancing at the foot of a cataract,

in a tiny birch-bark canýý by the red light of a torch,

on a night without a moon P You. see before you a

wall of water, red, green, and white, tumbling inces-

santly at your feet; on either hand you gaze on a wall

of rock,. i i so high. as to, be lost in the gloom, and

apparently blending with the sky. You look béhind, and

there is a foaming torrent rushing into the blackness,

of night, sweeping past the eddy in which your birchen

craft is lightly dancing to, the loud music -of a waterfaIL

No sound but its never-ceasing din can reach you

no near object meets the eye which does not reflect a

red glaxe. Suddenly the torch falls, and is instantly

extingo-uished in the seething waters; absolute darkness

envelopes _ you ; the white fbam, the changing green of

the fallincr water, the red reflected light of the broken

waves, all, become uniformly and absolutely black.

Nothincr whatever'is discernible to the eye; but perhaps

another. sense tells you of swift undulating motion, a

irolling ride over stormy waves, with a lessenmig roax.

'Kour eyes 'graduglly recover their power of -vision, and

you find yourself either swaying up and down- in the

-- same eddy, or-far away from the.cataract on the ain,

channel ---of _t * he river, secure against w Ipools and

rocks, with the* Indians quietly paddling the canoe, and

about to turn ag4n to res ume- their savage sport.

The instant the light fell - into- the water. an event

which often occurs with birch-bark torches, the Indian

in the stem decided whether , to remain in the ý eddy
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or to enter the rapid and descýd 'until the power of
vision was restored.

This is a contingency for which ez ,;:ýùmon-,-,;pearers

in such situations ùiù-st be prepared. IndeciÀon might

prove fatal, for if the eddy were sa-fe mi absolute

.darkness for an eighth of a minute, it w ould be wise
but if there is dange

to, remam x of bàigsucked under

-the fall, it would be well to seek reffige from. a sudden

deluge,. or from rocks and whirlpooL% in the swift but

tumultuous rapid. This cim ouly oSur in a, Iýrgge
IL

river, and at the foot of a catara, C. - ater in rapid

moSon îs a tâiïbTê i6w--er.,an4-none -kno-w-how to

take advanta& of its humours better thau the wildce
Indian salmon-spearer, who avoids its dangm -with

matchless sIdU and self-possesýion, who is prompt to

decide in cases of peril or difficulty, àmd who seeks

the excitement it ofers as if it were the ýrýak'-ýprîng Z
of his life or the aim of his eýàstenm

', Aa
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CHAPTER VII.

THE -SECOND GORGE OF THE MOISIE 'TO COLD-WATER

RIVER PORTAGE.

Beaufiful Scenery-secona Gorge-MagnifiSnt ]Roeks-An

Accident-Michel-Michel's Description of the Upper Countrýv-

The Terrible Cumnt-]Rabbits-TheirUses to, I"ans-Rabbit

Pemmican, - Forest Medicine - Indian Intermarriages - The

Current again-The Céld-ývater River Portage-Trout-A làma

Slide - Labradorite - Rich Forest - Chaos - Cmssing the SUde

- A Cache - Nothing lost on an Indiau Tmil Beawr

Meadow- Cold--water River- Styx -More Tzout.

E sewed, patched, ando,immeçl the emm on the î

See-way-s**-kop Portage, and did not get -off until

noon. Snow still lingered on the mountains before -its ; but

the weather in the valley was warm and pleas-mt. The

tracks of the beaver were numerous -on the bank;;, but,

we were not, so fortunate as to see this Wvy animzd.

ihe birch grows to a large size on the flats, and

two feet in diameter is. by no means uncoramon below the

second Gorge, where we arrived early in the evemng,
Against the strong current of the Moissie paddEngr

was out of the question; -we used poles and tmekingi
lines, and without them we could not have made any
progress. Th e scenery on the river is everywliere

charming, sometimes grand.

The entrance to the second.Gorge is perhaps more
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beautiful than the fint, but not so difficult to pass. The
rocký, nsmg 600 to 800 feet above the river, axe of a

deep purple hue, and sometimes exquisitely adorned
î-with thin hnes of birch and spruce,- 'following cracks or

Unes of fracture.

Before enterin the 'second Gorge, one of the canoes,
was nearly smashed, and had not the men jumped into

the river, the least we mic,,ht have had to deplore would 4
have been a broken canoe and wetted baggage. As z 'e
it was, the fi-ail vessel -was so much strained, and opened

so freely at the seams, that it became necessary 'to gum

her, which, delaye'd us for more than an hou-r.

I had now time to - examine 3fichel, and, by means
of LouW good offices, to obtain some information from

'him respectingt the. country throucrh which we were about

to pass.

Where did you winter, 3fichel?

Near where the water flows the other w«ay.'
» -Howmany portages are there before we get to your

quarters

Three tens and one ninew'

Does he mean thirty-nine P He held up both hands

four timeý, and put one finger down the lasi tim e. That

is thirty-nine, eh ?

& Perhaps I suppose.)

Can't you count, Louis P
Quite enou,,h for Indian replied the imperturbable

M ontagnais.

Where did he winter the year before last P

,,On the Esquimaux River' near Esquimaux Bay

(Hamilton Inlet).
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How-did he come to the Moisie?'

& By the Ashwanipi River, and by the Ashwanipi

Làke.ý

How many portages between»'the lake where he win-

tered and the Ashwanipi RiverP

One.e

Shall we see it P

Yes ; very low -no high inountains there.'

Are there, plenty of reindeer P - your caribou, I mean.'

& No.,

Any rabbits in the country where he wintered P

No.'

Any ducks or geese.

In the spring and fall none now.

Any fish ?

Somel.'

Any bear P

Very few.'

What is the reason why there are so few animals P

Much of the cou ntry burnt.'

What 1 are the trees desttoyed ?
Yes, burnt; moss, too.>

Why did Domenique winter there P
&Suppose good place. for marten Michel don't know:

perhaps winter come on before he got to lhwam-pi,,

pérhaps not.

-The river where we camped at the foot of the second.-
Gorge is a torrent swiftly flowing over a amvelly bot-

tom, with huge'boulders here anà there in its bed. it,
is about 150 yards acro-s, and ffill of shoals. The
character of the scenery is greatly changed. Bold
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mountain rocks stand out by themselves ; others assume

peaked form, and are much higher -than. those below.

Silver waterfalls, çoming from banks of snow near

their summits, leap several hundred feet down the sides

of the purple mountains. Where patches of drift remain,
the trees are tall, and of fine luxuriant growth.

The pale bluish clay still appears in sheltered spots

fifty to seventy feet in thickness; they are chiefly under

the lea of huge rocks, which. rise lik-e gierantie bastions

from the swift flowing river. But the strong current

wearies the men terribly. It is a'perpetual conflict, and

we have sometimes to abandon both paddles and poles,
and take to the tracking liné twhenever the ground is

favourable. The strength of the canoes is astonishing;

one would think such fi-ai] craft would never be able to ýà-

stand the- wear to- which they are sub ected- in ascend-

ing this rapid river. The men had grec difficulty ' z

in' br*ging the heavy canoe up to the camp. They, 5,

waded in the shaUow water, pullin'g the canoe after

them. The current In & the lead,ý that is, in the deep

water, was. too' strong for paddles, and too deep for

poles.

Diu-ing the morning of the 20th, we had heavy rain,*

which did not cease until eleven o"elock. Dense masses

of mist rolled magnificentjy through the Gorge, -and.
.,,-eeveloped the mountain-tops with a veil of élouds which,

completely shut-them. from. view. When the rain ceased, -

and the men were dr g their clothes Pierreying set to

work to bake bread, others to eut fresh poles, and others

to hunt for rabbits. Not even a track .. wùs to, be seen.

No sillyn of animal life but a few gulls, and a loon.
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Rabbits and porcupines formerly existed in greatnumbers

throughout this country, (so the Indians say), but now

none are to be found. The first-named animalÂs of the

greatest importance to Indians, and was formerly bne of

their most reliable sources of food. - The -disappearance
P

Of the rabbit must have been largely instrumental in

drivinct Indians from the Moisie. There are now many

parts of Eastern Canada which would not sustain even a-

few families of hunters5 if it'w'ere not for the rabbits.

In the region west of Lake Superior, rabbits are

very numerous, and form -the mamî-ýstay'of the Indians

there. When Mr. Gaudet was exploring the Lake of the

Woods in 185 81, he visited 1 the Pelican a chief ai-nonor

the Ojibways., His family consisted of ten persons,

and they caugght 'and con-Sumed forty rabbits a day.

Rabbits at the best are very poor food, and when In-

dians axe compelled to live for months together on this

hale animal, they become weak, emaciated, and prone to

disease.

A party of fourteen men, including two Inclian

hunters, took 2,,000 rabbits at the Savanne and Prairie

Portageý during thé winter of 1858-9, and made some

capital rabbit pemmi by boiHncr do-wn sixty rabbits

ut a time, with a little pork fat, taking out the bones,
and letting the -ýg heeze. The . spruce

elatinous , soup
partridge are also very numerous in the Lake Superior

region, but here there are none to * be seen. They

go about the Savanne Portage* in droyes of 100 and

The Sa-vanne Portagne is near the èýviding ridge between Lakes Superior.
and Winnipeg. The country abounds in rabbits and partridge, and the lakeïs

teem -with &h.

î:
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200, walking.. on the snow like the prairie hen, and feed-

ing on spruce-buds.

Rabbits are very easily_ caught with mares, both

-in summer and in winter. Théir tracks in the -winter

intersect the country in all directions, and make it look

like network on a large scale. After -a snow-storm, aR

tracks are obliterated, but in two or three days they

_are numerous again. Duriner the winter rabbits burrow

in the snow to the surface of the ground and form

a warm round nest where they may lie in safety, secure

from the most penetratincs cold, which, in those elevated

regions, is not unfrequently severe énough to freeze

mercury.

How difficult and uncomfortable it is to cook break-

fast -in heavy rain, none but those who liave tried eau

tell. Pierre begged to be allowed to come into my

tent to knead the douogrh for bread, or the rain would

spoil it." On receivinor permission, he brought a large

fresh sheet of, birch-bark, which he had just eut from

a neighbouring ýtree, and laying it on the spruce boughs,
began to, make his bread.

A shout of alarm from one of the voyageurs, who -was

chopping some wood, drew us from the tent.- He had

eut his foot with the axe. It was the work of a moment

to pull oif his loose boot, -run to the nearest balsam spruce,
get a tea-spoonful, of the fresh balsam', and apply it to,

the wound kept -tightly el ôsed with the finger. A bit of

rag was then put over the sticky gum, whicli caused* it

to adhere so. firmly, that the blood ceased to flow, and

in three days the wound had healed.

&Pierre, why do these Montagnais and Nasquapee
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Indians die so quickly when they go to the coast P' I said,

as we returifed to my* tent.

Well, perhaps,' said Pierre; 1 because they marry so

much toorether in one family. It is the saine every-

where in the woods."'

Amonar the Ojibways, all the way ftom Lake Superior,

to Éed River, intermarriages form the rule instead of the-

exception. One may visit a smaU camp, and:find them.

aU cousins, or brothers, or half-brothers, or half-cousins,
but nearly always related to_ one another. It is curious

that the children of a brother and sister can marry, but.
the children of two brothers or of two sisters cann*ot.

They call one another brother and sister. One often finds

thât the first wffe, even if she has -no children, is mistress

over the others, the younger ones doinci the work. The

ves call each other sisters,, aud the children of one call

the others aunts.

After- breakfast we , passed the second Gorge withoùt

great- difficulty. The labour was severe, but there was

no necessity for discharging' any part of our cargo.

The men and some of the gentlemen were compelled

to wade occasionally, when the water was shallow'élose

in shore, and the current too strong for paddles, and too

ideep for poles in the main channel.

The presence of boulders in the middle of the' stream

was someti:âes very troublesome, requining great care
and hard labour to get past them.

Bitterlydid the men complain. among themselves of the
current -of the' - Moisie, and they lookÈd --aghast at the

ans-wer Michel ograve to the following questioùý which

I put. to him when we all stopped to rest.
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Is the current less rapid when we get a mile -or two

beyond the Gorge P

Worse.'

How far up is the river very bad F
The farther you go up, the more rapid is the river it

gets. worse and worse, until canoes cannot be hàuled, or

p addled, or poled up it, even in summer, when the water

is low.,
Shall Yet to, the portage ?7

wiaa soon

The portage is on the other side of that bend -two

p oints away we leave the niver then, and go to the

lakes.'

Suddenly the countenances of the voyageurs chancsed,

as they heard Louis' interpretation of the youpg Nas-

quapee s answer to my last qiýestion. They shouted,

laughed, joked, and sang; took off their caps to thýe
lft

Moisie, and expressed regret that they would soon be

compelled to leave it.

Louis muttered, though Ka-pi-ta-,ûran, Ka-pi-ta-

giran.'

What'is Ka-pi-ta gan P I asked.

Ka-pi-ta-gan is Montagnais for ""portage.

Well, why are you caDinor out Ka-pirta-gan in such a

mélancholy strain F

Michel j ust tell me the portages are long, very long.

He say, too, that tbe portages are high,, very high; many,

very many. I think those men wilI not laugh -so loud

when the'y are halfway across one of the portages: we

shall see.'

-ýýat is the name of the first portage we come to

Michel says, Cold-water River Portaga'
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Away, then, for Colçl-wctter ]River Pq aý and

good-bye for a while to the current of the:

Moisie.'

Hup ! hup! hup shouted the, as they dipped'

their paddles in the water, some of them liffle drezun-ý

ing of -what was in store for them, and very far from

thinkiiicr that the Moisie, notwith.ý.t--uiditý.z its clirrents;'

would.soon be remembered -%N-ith n-->gp-et, k the, midist, of

greater troubles and severer toil.

Another hour brought us in sight of Cold-v-ater River

and the old Montagnais portage dearly mark-ed on iLss

banks.

A very remarkable remnant of the drift whir-h formerly

fflled the whole valley of the Mloisie, toza height va-ryin,,cr,

from 120 -féèt at the Cold-ivçtte* River to 70 feet below

*the Grand Rapids, hes -tmder tffie ehçtçlow of -a mountain,

about 70.0 feet in altitude.

Cold-water 'River is- not more fhau thirty feet broad,

at its mouth. Trout abound in it, and we soon cauglit

enough to furnish us mith au es:eelleut dinner aud supper.

The remains of old Montagnais md za wdl-worn.

path, showed-that this was once 'a favourite restingt-phace,
and even now. it 1's one where the few fiuuihes wha pass

up or down the Moisie always shav a clay or two to fish

and hunt.

Rain set in soon after was hàided ;- but

fortunately it did not last loue,- Late in the a-ftérnoýn -%ve

all started to e...%zamine the portage' -cand clezir the path of

the trees which had gro-wn lapon iL for the jxussage of the

canoes. About fifty - yards from our camp, -%vbich was

made at the mouth of the river, the portage the
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iiiounttùi to aliehrlit of â2O feet. The rise is

and eveil difficult in sollie place-s; but wlieil

the altitude just nanied, a wonderful siglit

vie-v. We emergred from ."a fiiïe-- c =Stof

bireli, to the border of a colhfflete chaos 0

trees,. A hîmd-slide, on a st*péndous scid

very aprupt,
.1 w -eaclied
ut*st upon our

"VWD(

spruce and

)f rocks and

lad taken

ear. Above

>Od feet hicyli

all the way

tttered rock

Le another in

chaotie mass

0 the valley

1 as if a pqr-
à,i height, and

etached from

0>; COLD-WATIER RIVER PORTAGFL

place during the. spriticy of the preceding y

rose.*a c1ark-green precipice, several hundre,

with trees overhimging its crest; below, and

do-ývn,'*-a steép incline, -%vere masses of sha

mingled with trunks of trees heaped upon on

the wildest confusion. At the bottom of this

was the forest, which had been crushed int(

below by the falling i-agments. It appea.red

tion of the mountain, from 200--to 300 feet in

half fhat measure in breadth, had. become d(

VOL. I.
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the summit and in its headlonçr fiâIl was shattered into

countless pieces of all sizes and shapes. These had

ploughed their way through the forest, and carried the

trees before them in their resistless rush to the valley

belowl where they lay matted together over roo'ts, rocks,

and broken limbs in inextricable disarray.

A close inspection 'of the mineral characters, of the

rocks developed another feature of high Interest. The,

rock was no other than the celebrated Labrador felspar,

not unfrequently distinguished by the exquisite play of

colours which its surface exhibits when seen at pa r-ticular

angles of Ïon. A mountain range of Labrador felspar,
no doubt the fire-rocks of the Nasquapees, small a reas of

which', under favourable' conditions and aspects, charm

the eye with changing lustre, and, reffect, the most lovély

greys, the most delicate blues, and the softest golden

yellowý.

The tiiiie I could give to an examination of this

stupendous land-slide, and the beautiful rocks of which

its ruins were composed, èffly enabled me to detect in a

few instances the lustre of the Labrador felspar.

But the entire mâss of the mountains as weR as the

débris were 'unqueýtîonab1y -composed of it. 1 After

having fèý9,sted on the wild beauty of this Pztraordinary

scene, I turned my eyes towards the mountain, on the

opposite side of - the valley, about two miles distant,
where I saw anoth'er* land-slide, the counterpart of the one

at my feet, but of much more ancie't date. Thebirch

had begun to grow amongr thé shattered fragments, Éut

the large crushed trees were withered and dead, and lay
at the bottom of the slide in most intricate, disorder,
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easily discerned with a good glitss. -Thçkýý,e in the valley
near me were not all dezad ; some of thé birches had put

forth their leaves, and looked greenzimd fi-esh ainidst the
forest of bro-en tninks so, rudély. torn fi-om fliel- -ýpOt

wher' they grew. I was struek- with the* zsingg ýar luxu-

riance of the vegetation, and the c,-ompzm-ttivelyý,,« great

size of "the forest trees in this valley.. 4pt the discovery of

the Labradorite rocks at once the

bradorite is a lime feLýý-%vhich,. upon decomposïtion,

yields a very fertile soil. -'We were almost ifi7.edd zat finst to lest flie

vibration of a sound ,--,hoidd sonte of the

which, seemed ready- to, descend the hill zit the slig test

touch. We picked our steps. over the ffiepnents with

crreat but needless caution... feor they had evidently

attaîned a stiable position, m.d with few, exceptions

allowed us to pàss over them without being di-splaced or

shaken..

The men whol, with I -%veary - s4ep -imd had followed

us -with Leavy burdens up the -hill, paus-,ý in amazement

and doubt as -thev c-ame to the edge of theAide. They

looked up at the dar--ýýa'mount,--àn-mUI from 1 whieli

the shattered mas-ses had fidlen : theý,y looked down ùito

the deep vc-dley where the fin,,mnentýs were ;z-ýwn and

heaped; they.looked. acros-s the path of the slide and

traced our footh-te'ps one by one ov& the treacherous

incline,, the foremost callingg out in lo-w voice, &L it

safe P - can we pass

4Put your feet in our steps; don"t touch any of the

Iô ose rocks. or you'Il ssend them -tumbling down the hill,

and come as q1-tick as yo-'u eau, one by oueý-' *
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We were sitting on a piece of rock oit the ojijiýýsite

side of the path of the sIffle when this reffly ý%N-,,as gIîVeII.ý

and we watched theni inake the traver-se Nvith z-t liffle

anxiety.
was no ffifficulty in lightly ýkh

There pping z the

side of the hill at an angle of 4a, looselly with

débris; but when rapid motion -%vas iii-ipedc-A byi burtien

of 100 Ibs. on *the back, -great care bec-aine

order to secure a àrni footinçt

AU crossed in safety, and lodged theïr bunlens on the

other side, returninçr to cianip deeply impmýxed -%N-itli ttie

wildness of a scene where disorder sffli-ied to ale

fiffly alive to'the beauties, an'd, perhaps, micxst of aH, to the

silence of those remote moun n wilds.

They spoke in whisperss, lest he sound of their voiees

,,Ill«should detacli loose fraçrments- . froni the ovt&rh.,-uikr'

C1iffý ; and it was not until they had reacÉed the v.,alley

below in the dusk of the evening mid the ml -gloxvC"
of the camp fires liçrhting up the fores4 that fhe,ýy broke

into theïr 'usual buoyant spirit,% and, brighteuiIIIýIne UPiý
made those silent woods resound with joke, laugliter, zuid

Song.
At daylight on the followinct illorilirig (21st) 1 -wzts,

going to the river to fish for trout, when I the wung

Nà-.;quýpee at the foot of a large birch close to the portagt--ý

path, gazincr at * somethiiiçr about two fexet beyond his

reach. -I went to the object, and saw that it %ras zI nÀI

of birch-bark, tightly tied with sinew and to

a.,..branch. I motioned the IýTasquapee to get up tht--ýb.-tree

ýand take it'down; he did so immediately, md, hwidine

it - to me, I was enabled to trace some letters, upoii it
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ilidel ' y -ý-t-rittt-n with They made the word
U.ir-tel-iiii; oii t-)Ixltiiaig the roil I found hi A eigglit narrow

pIugrýz ôf ýýAh! I k-nowe &dd-Pierre, ivlien I
Aiowed him the liffle eûche; 4 it is some tobacco which

Lidiatis have, Ieft &ýr U--tr-td-ini; lie huiits on this river,
mid on tJie-ýe la-k-es : fliqy hzave brougght it here from the

Moiszie Riy.,, and lie wiII find it when lie conies bac- to
--"ýt e pQrtagpý.-

The imIl Nvie retied aixl suspended to, thé

beaneli 1 where it was: fomid. A therinoineter was -dis-

cove-nA to have Ixýeii leftzât the liust, caiiipiiig place. No

doubt it wiII lx-% fmmd by Indians and tà-eii back- to,

the next zpriiiqr, if we do not cret it as we return.

It is remzSka-ble tliý,-tt a delicate instrument li-e the

thermometer çihotdd ýsurViV'fk the shoc-s, to which îhey

are sùbjected ' forest ù%îtvéIIingý 1Rr. Gaudet left one

on &armue Ri,ýerý near Fort Pelly, in 1858 ; in 1859, it

,WZIS brouglit by '-,,wzunpy Indizi-ms to, Fort Garry at Red

River b'Settlemeut. hi 1857, 1 left one h<-mgin,,çr to a

binûeli on tlie Ro:seau Pliver. west of the Lake of the
WýxxIS; M the it wu, brou,-çr

Ir ;n ;n ht to Fort

Gw-ry by the who '1unt on that river. Nothiiics

Nvliieh is nt--ýt ob-viouây 'u:seful, such- as a knife or. 'an

i xe, is, loâ in the woeds on an Indian trail. It is, sure'

to be foimél or Iatýý b the Iyii-_,ýz-eyed wanderers,

au(1 broýi5ght'tü_ the nearest fort orýpost in the fi-Lr

At 1 -we deq-R the men with a load, instruct-

.uiçr flieni to c-arrv it as far as a beaver meadow on a high

vzillex- betweéen couicd hills about half a mile from o-t-LrIV
camp, mI theu rei-tiwa 'for bi-ezikfLçt. We fished, and

J
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caught some large speckled trout, wandered in the fine'

forest which filled the narrow valley, and gathered some

beautiful and rare species of flowers which grew with

singular luxuriance in the moist woods.

After breakfast the canoes were sent forward to the

beaver meadowand we broke up camp. It was heavy

work ciarrying them up the steep, 320 feet up an incline

of 45% the remains of former land-slides, thinly covered

with slippery,41,itck moùld. This morning's work bruised

the shoulders of the men,-and damped their spirits. We

were c elled to use the line with the big can'oe, and

haul it inch by inch up the steepest parts. The rem

of Indian lodges are not uncommon after reâchin thei , 9
plateau ; but* the vègetation loses its luxuriance, and

dwindles to stunted spruce and Iýîrch. But au old

beaver meadow in the valley of a little streamlet, at the

foot of a rock fi-om 600 to 700 feet in perpen'dicular

altitude, was the most charming little bit of scenery we

had yet found. It was the perfection of seclusion,, and

a most deligrhtful place to camp in; wood and water in

abundance, a green sward filinged with 10C W-9rowmg
spruce,, a huge purple.rock sheltering this lovely spot

.. from. the midday sun, and near at hand the rotting tent-
poles of Indian ' lodges, telling a sad tale of former life in
this now desolate wilderness, and speaking as if from. the
grave of a race that has- passed away. The mosses and
lichens grow here with even more luxuriance than
on,,-the Grand Portage, and 3fichel tells me,-* that as
we get near the dividing ri ae, th:e country is coverlèd

with mosses »icher, deeper, and more b'eaudfid, than lwe
see here.
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We reached the Cold-water River ggain late in tlîe

afternoon, and found the height of the cascades, which

the portagge avoids, to be 18â feet. Thèy are very much

broken and hidden by die foliiige of trees, which, in the

shelteréd ravine' through -%vhieh the river flows, grow to

a large size, but are coinposed almost exclusively of spruce

and birch. j

The river itself is sixty feet broad, and very- much

choked with fallen timber, through -%vhieh we had to eut

our way with the axe. It is the inôst gloomy stream. on

-%vliieh I have ever floated in a canoe. The waters are

black and sluggish, and hiçrh purple rocks rise peýpendi-

cularly from. it. No ray of sunlight can penetrate part of

the Gorge in which it flows,.and the narrow flats whieh
15occur at intervals are thickly clothed with trees. Otter

traps, belongring to Bartelmî, are numerous on its banks'

but the transition from, the beautiful beaver meado -

above to this damp and gloomy deffle, is hke the sucIden.

change from a bright and breezy day in spring to the

dispiriting, damp and hea-viness of a November afternoon.

]But these frowninçr rocks, this black and almost noisome

river, slowýy windin(y and creeping -along, half choked

-%vith trees, -,.md accumulatinor a scum. on its surface at

every little' jam., this can't last long, surely: 'Listen,

Pierre 1 what's that

Pierre pointed mith his paddle to a ýsmall mass of

froth floating slowly'past us, then to another, and

another, uttering at the same time the monosyllable,

Faus.

In two minutes we turned another point, and the

roar of the falls citme loud upon.the ear the froth
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was more abundaiit in -the btreaiii, and bubbles to,
appear.

" There they are shouted my bowsman, as we entered
a little pool not sevenýy yards' in dianicter, and saw the
second falls, of the Ettle river before us. Do you see
the trout jumping P >

A capital place to canip, fisli, and make la câche of a
box of tea. , In half an hoi.Lr we cau(ylit a considérable

number of trout aild one musk-rat, carried thé flour and

pork across the portagre, which was olily 150, yards long
and gathered wood for an illumination of the rocks after

nightfall. Words cannot paint the efect of that ruddy
Eght, on those grand old cliffs. Lost in the upper a-ir,'

their summits were no longer visible, however bright we
made the flame with fýesJi supplies of birch-bark. The

shadows wem-bkek as pitch, the gloainy river, or as
much of it à was visible from our camp, l'oked like what

Styx might be ý,upposed to be, and the little cascade,
close. to .-which our bonfire was plaéed, leaped with. a

.cheerful gjow in the pool, alive with speckled. trout,
which, came to gaze at our glowincr fire.

THE Lý,BRADOR' PENINSULA.
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CHAPTER VI

THE LAIKE WHERE THE S.ýLN-D- LIES'«. TO CiÇEI,',S TERILiICE,,.'

Moose Storv Another Accident Canada BaIsaul again The-
Lake where the Sand lies'- Stillness and Beautv of the Scene

Effect on the . -Men Place -Trollim, - ýýÎonàitoes and

Blac-flies -The 1 Gneiss Ten-ýwes'-"rheir S-ý mmetrv and'Charac-

teristies -Mosses and Lichens Terats conlfbrt.-tble -Rain

-M'andering over the Terraces - Wondelful Lichens and Mosses
-The Labrador Tea-plant.

DO you think thère.àte any moose in this countlýy,

sir? " enquîred one of the voyagetirs as heý' was

looking round for dry birch-b-tr«k to, liglit the fire at the

dawn of day.

I don't think so. Mhy (10 youâsk?'

I thouuht I heard a moosé cau hi the nicrht.

The don't ce at this season of the year, it "s lzite iny
the fall before the moose beo-ins to call')

1-I have not lieard them myself, in the woods; but

Uaronde has been aw'ay up the Ottawa, and he wits' tell-

incr us last*niýrht about -moose éaUiùgý I tICu ht he &-ti ci

that they did-caR Àn the euýly summer, so I thillk it must

have been the cow moose ceMina hiar caJ£ý

When Laronde came bac-, I questioned him about thé-

nloose, as we sat round -the fire waitincs til brea-fast

was ready - all the things but the cookim g uten,ýils beinq r

at the other end of the port.Içre.
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Joseph t *hks he heard a moose call last nicylit Laronde.'

& He must have dreamt it, sir; there are no moose in

this country: perhaps-it was a wolf he heard.'

I know the -cry of a wolf,' replied Joseph indignantly.

Besides,' continued Laronde, 1 moose don't call at this

time of the year. I have often called moose, and Med

many a one on the Ottawa and the St. Maurice.'

How far east have you met with moo* se ?
II don't believe there a moose - on this, siçle-,-the

Saugenay. I e ect there used to' be' but'theeve-been

killed off.'

How do, you call mooÈë-Z.--.asked one, who w'as a
moose hunter himself when opportunity offéred, and

wished to, know what Laronde knew about it.

Laronde took a piece of birch-bark and rolled it up
iù the form. of -a trumpet, and made a noise -vvith it like

..-. '"ihe deep bellow of a buIL

His questioner made another little trumpet, and an.-

swered it with a similar' sound.

Ah 1 said Laroude, I see you know h o-w to call- the

moose.

The experience which several of the party had enjoyed

in moose hunting led to the narration of the following

-extraordinary instance of success in this wild sport, among

others -of less striking character. In 1859, an Indian was

coming into a large lake, near the Lake of the Woods,
with his canoe in search of wild rice. He' --had no gun

with him, only his paddle and a knife; stràight before

bim he saw three inoose swimming across the lake he
killed them all.

'--He paddled as faý-t as he could alongside one of theml
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and threw his blanket over his head. Leaving this one

to swim about, he gave chase to another caught him,

and threw his coat over his head, and lefý him to swim

about too ;ý he then 'gave chase to the third, but if it

had not been for a fair win'd, he would never bave

caught him. As it was, hé only ca mie up to him wheà

within fifty yards of shore. The moose was tired, and

did not make much way. The' Indian hit"him on the

nose and stunned him for'a 'moment; he then gave him

a rap on the head, and finished him after a few more

blows. But it requires very skfllfttl paddling to kill a

moose in the water, and he would not have done it so'

easily if the poor animal had not been tired with swim-

ming across a broad lake. After he had dragged this

one into shallow waterl he turned to look where the

others were; he saw'them swimming round and round

in the middle of the lake they could not see which way

to go. After resting a while, the Indian paddled up to

the one nearest him, and turned him towards shore

always keeping-a little behind, and going from one side

to the other, according as the moose wandered from -a

straight line.. When- hé,came near the land he paddled

up to him, and served him as he had done. the first-

tied hi' to his canoe and tugged him into shallow water.

He then went after the third', Who was stin swimming

round and roihýd, hût very weak. He got him with-

difficulty near the shore, and despatched Mm in the same

style. as the others.

The foUowing account of the habits of the moose is by 31r. James E.'
PoweU, a hunter in Maine, and was read before the Philadelphia Academy

of Natural Sciences in june 1856:- In regard to the moose, 1 speak of it



Forinerly the inoose * was foulicl as low dowil as theC
Bersialuits River, about 930, miles below Quebec.,' These

only aiI am acquainted with it in this Stiýtý (Maine), other latitudes causing
some sli,ý,rht variation in its habits. When the snows have left the ground

entirely -baxei- which in the favourite halints of the moose happens about
the middle of May, they leave their winter haunts and approach the
marshes, ponds, and rivers, where they come to search for their summer

foodý consistin(y of all the various aquatie plants which :flouri sh in this
r ýe,(,n on. Their fàvýourite food, however, is the water-lily and rush, in all

tbeir -varieties, and at this season they crop theme as soon as they appear., close
to the bottom, frequently holding their heads under water a minute or

ei,(,rhtý, seconds, and often wâding in water so deep that when. they put their
heads down under the 'Surface to obtain the small lily-leaves, or to dig up

the root of the plant (which they often eat at this season) before the leaves
are plentiffil, only a poition of the back is -visible. About this time the
females -go apart, seeldng the most impenetrable thickets that border on or
near the water, and ther6brinçr forth their youn": those of three yeams old
and upwards almost inva-riably producing two - still 1 have occasionally, but

very rarely, seên and known three at a birth; those of two :ýéars, old never
produce more than one. They shed their coats of long rou,,,nh hair, too, at

this period, and are soon covered with'short, smooth, and fme hair, of a darh-
brown colour, wliich, however, soon becomes a jetty glossy black on the

sides and back, and gaTey on the legs, with the exception of one variety of
animal, which is of a grey colour, aïad--which is now very scarce -here. As
the seàson advances, the moose frequent the water still more, and remain in
it longer at a time. In May or early in June they seldom stay in it more
than half = hour at once, but in Jý1y and August they sometimes remain
in the water several. hoursý and also frequent the waters very much during
the ni,ýyht, especially in hot, dry, sultry weather, or thunderstorms, which

they seem. particulax1y to delight in, swimming back' d forth, pp ently
in a high state of enjoyment. -Durinc these visits to the water, the feniale

secretes her youno- with great caie, to protect them, from the feroéity of the
old males -who would desfroy thein. For dis purpose they commonly
select a very dense elump of larcgre bushes, or a spruce or fir thicket, which
from. its density, prevents the male from. - reachin them on account of his

horns which cenerally sprout in April. Thev ggrow rapidl:v, and are
very tender and easily hurt at this time. By September the horns are out of
the velvet, and have acquired hardness, and towards the close of this month
the moose leave the water for two or three weeks, and resort to the moun-
tains. At this period the males are frequently very fat (I have killed them,
with nearly three inches in thielmess of fat on the rump), and are often veiT

fierce and savage, sometimes even attacking the hunter; but in the coui-sQ of

CérVus Alce,,r.
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fine -animals were mentioned by Père Jean de Queii, in

16525 in his description of the country of the Oumamiois

a few week thev become thin and poor, in consequence of their continual
roamin" and their many combats. Thev also neglect food at this timé. Àt

this period the loud bellow of the male is frequently heard and distinguisbed
by the watchfül hunter at the distance of t.%-o or three miles, in the stillness
of the night. The males also make another noise, which, from. its peculiar
sound, the hunters call choppinc,;. it is produced by forcibly bringing
toget4er and separatincr the jaws in a -peculiar and singular manner, and, as
its naine implies, resembles the sound of au &te, used at a gTeat distance.
They also e î ît a variety of strange souiÏds mi n ri s. M-hen they return to
the water' they spend amý,-at deal of time in it for a wee- or two, but affer-

wards they gradually shorten their visits until the sharp frost sets in. Still
they occasionally come into it tiR ice forms an inch thick durinfr the night.
Then they leave and ret-tirn to the mountains, where thev select their fall

and winter haunts, roamincr about, and subsisting on the bark of small trees,
which they peel or çrnaw off, and the twigs of the fir tree and other Woods.
'When the deep snows fall they select a spot well adapted to their wants,

and commence to browse and peel more closely. This is called II v.myEncr,
and as the snow deepens and crusts forni on its surface, thev peel'and break

down bushes and browse elosely, in preférence to, wallowing through the
snow in search of choicer food. A '-'moose yard " frequently occupies about
100 acres,_-pýore or less, but the latter few week-s of the sea-son are fte-

quent.1y spenÏ-6iÏý-Area -of-ten acres, or less.
The old m.-des and females *-èvez CI vard to,",,ther, but sometimes the

young animals are found occupyincr the sanie vard." Still they are seldom
foimd in close -company. The females and t-eiz calves frequently 111 yard

together, the calves remaining with their motbýeîý,one vear. Îhe oldest

males invaliably yard alone, choosing some lonély knpll 'or mountain
peak, where they reside#in utter solitude. Indeed, as age -increnseq, the

inoose becomes more solitary in his habits. avoidinc, the common'resorts of
other moose, and frequentincr some lone lfîtle pond or streain. The iàbose

of two or three years old, *ajso, often yard rdone ; but the m.-des between the
ages of three and ten years are very gregarious. 1 hav. e Imown as many as
nine in one yard. -97hen hunted at this time-(deep snow), they go off in

Indi.-tn file, each moose steppin" accuratelv in the footpiints of its prede-
cessor, so that any but au experienced himter W. ould scarcelv suppose that
more than one moise had passed, when perhaps six or seven had grone 'm
reality. Still, when they are closely pursued, and the one that is first
becomes tired - in consequence of having to break the way through the

snow - that one turns out a verv little, and the rest, having passebd hiln

bring up the rear. So they chan&e in rotation, the males showinçr the most
chivalrous spirit in aidinc, the females or wea-er ones. Sometimes, too,
they break their order of going in -,«,twhwardlv passing a tree, when hard
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or'Bersiamits Indians, a tribe of flie ïMon", ais nation.

In 1670, Père Albanel s-tittes th.-tt ', the moocxe eappmach

t «he country of the Oumanù(_)1îS.ý On the south side of

the St. Lawrence, in the Gaepê Diýztiiet, the moosse is st-dl

common, and the hunters kffi 1, ", numbens of fliiLb- animal

for the sake of their skins. We were informed,' seays

Mr. R. BeR,,* & that a party of hunters hâd procm-ýed -300
ins in 1857; and that, another party of only three

Indians had kiRed, during the &ame sezvou, between 90

and 100 on one expedition, i,ç%,,-, man-y -cas, ssix falling -a prey;L
ý:%o them in one day; yet thesse noble auimds rom iii

numbers, over the district.'

-After breaUcst, we started M of 'plei&int miticipa-

tions for the lakes. A flock -of those merly birds, the

pressed, some coing on each side, but inâantly fidhn,£r into line again when,
the obstacle ils passed.

f At this season thellizpi-ehorn,"" or t*wo-ývt-ý.u--.old male, is, noted a,,-; afording
the longest and most diflicult éhase; and the oldest m.4de fbr making the

Most gallant, fight. in fact, the-v often reffise to mn at an.
'A moos' Il yard " presents a stmnge_ýight t4> thù:ýe not fimMu, ýnith it,

with its broken bushes and peeled treee; fbr eometimes when the snow is
very deep and diff icult f br them to get thmue, they bma- doxm and brow-zse
élosely the tops of younc- fir tréaes five cS m'x feet ùüm the ground, and
where they are two or three inches in diameterý They aleo mach up and
peel and browse ten or twelve feet bigh ab«,e thé gmund, the fore
legs and allowin.g the weight of the body to rest tm the hind ones. Al-
t 'hough sol fond of 'browsing the fir, they never eïat the Lu- of it, yet thev

seldom ILM any other tree, as thev genejýJly pM only me àde off th

use for food ; they alm break- (io,ýVn the *b"eLýý lu one direction, pulliny
them towards them, sol that the direction the m-esse hwx te-en is Imown to

the hunter by this sign, whenhe first apprSéheea yaiýtL'41'
The younc, fir trees are 1illed. by the mees rübbing, theix he-adzs igùns-,L

them - instinct teaching them in that manner tt-é.%pply the of fir,
which possessesgmeat healing powexs, to the sqýaUd tender Plmes caused

by t6 loosenine, and falling ofi'of the homs.

The favourite winter food of the mooý---e 1$ the of the fir tree and

the bark of the mountain ash, and spmez te dwarf maple, and the-
young twiggs of the Il moose-wood.

Geolorri-al Survev of Canada. -
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whis'-yý-jacks, followed us up thé silent -à-n4 gloomy river,

and did not leave us until we entered the Ka-wa-si-ta-ga-

wish, or '- Lake where the Sand lies.'

The quiet ia-e lay calm and fîdr as we gently stole

upon its waters - smooth as a mirror, and reflecting with

perfeèt fidelity the green a n-d purple mountàins on its

shores. This is truly a land of contrasts. From a

sluggisli river.côated with slime, with a heavy, damp,

dispiriting atmosphere brooding over it, to a bright and

limpid lak-e, fiffl of sunshine and colour, is but a step over

-whièh you slip insensibly, but not without instantly

realisinçr the change.

-The d-ayis hot, but the shadows of the purple moun-

taks are deep, and ' the waters of the lake ice-cold.

Pùýssincs from sunshine into shade, a chill thrills through

evéry limb., and you turn back to, the pleasant glow again

to enjoy the warm air and brilliîant light. Ice linges on

those -distant cloud-capped peaks, -but all around, the

-trées., where trees can grow on.the sloping rocks, wear

their summer dress. StiR, something weighs u on the

spiritswhich you find it impossîbIeIlto shake off. What

is it? All, more or less, are under its influence. The'

Indians are silent as the grave. The French voyageurs

neithet laugh, nor talk, nor sin,£ but move their paddles

mechanically, ýdippinçr them. carefully iâto the water to,

make as littlý_ noise as possible.- What is it that seems

to welýrh u-pon the spini ts of us all ? It is the absence of

life, it is the consciousness of being in a desolate wilder-

ness. Rocks and trees and water are as-beautiful as they

can be imagined, yet there is no bird, or beast, or fish to

give animation to, this lovely scene.

2M -I-

......... .

cuAp. vin. TRE 'LAKE WHER, THE SAND LIES.ý
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Our expectations had been roused by the associations
which had, hitherto attached -themselves to the idea of a

mountain lake. We e-pected to find -water-fowl -at least-

but there were none. The N-asquapee told us we should
see no duck, but we scarcely li-ed to beheve him. We

thought that we -should see fish rising, but the surface of
the lake was like a mirror, and you could detect no

differ'ence betweëîi the' mounteun pointing to the sky
above and its imâge below.

The . only motion was produced by our own canoes,
the only sound by' the gentle subdued dipping of the
paddles ýý,the water. One blessed little bird suddenly
broke out into a sweet song on that.desolate shore, and

Ji woke me as from a dream.

This will niever do, I thought-t-he men will get
superstitious, and want to go back.

Now for a raceU I shouted,-' a race to the point

a-head.' The men in the other canoes stared at me
wonderingly, as if I had rudely broken in ùpon their
meditations, and-. prof.ned a place sacred to day-dreams-

-- QT self-communincr, but they s4owed no signs of increasing
their speed or,,arousin., themselves from. the half stupor
in which, they were plunged.

There is nothing like action' in such a case, so I told
my men to, paddle with a will. As soon as the others

saw us leaping away from them, they caught the

spirit, and in two minutes more we were wakinçy the
echoes with our shouts in the brief excitement of a canoe
race.

Suppose we 'put out a trolling line, and try and catch
a trout," said 1&. Caley. I see them about the canoe

îïï
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they are sme, but anythinct is better than this uneairthly

stillness ; and.we cWt be cd-%v.,-tys racîngý

No sooner said than done: A delicate little spoon,

;..about the size»-d 'a oniamented with a singgle

crimson feather, and armed. -with a treble hook, was

dropped into the water <md dra, ý,!ý along by the canoe.

One small trout, not half a pound, was the- remard of this,

suggestion; but it Qexvecl to show us there were fish

which would be caught even by zpoons, and that was

omethincr.

At lengg-th we grot to ihe end of the IaL-eý which is

âbout two miles long, and hastened acrws the succeeding

portage.

The Ddze where the Sand lies lis lâlâO feet above the

sea ; in order to reach it from the Moide it is necessary

to rise 293 feet above Cold-water Ri-veiý and descend

110. In making the passage of the Cold-water Portagre,

a second rise of sixty feet over a 9na-k carrying-place

round the Cold-water FaIls, about 150 yards long, fol-

lowed by a mile of rivexý leads intû the la-ke,

If we complained of no life on the water, there was

enougrh of it on land, for no sooner hzad we stepped on

shore than the. mosqi-titoeq and black Ries begau tÀo tor-
ment us, and a kingfisher flew s-o ýîg f

g rom one leafless-
branch to another, on the dead hu-ches near the head of

the lake. IEIï,,rh up on. the, portagý which. rises 292 feet,

.we obtained a fine ýdew of the ç,-umundùi,<, countryý The

Lake where the Sand, lies' wçLc,- 4sem to have many déép

bays, and to join with another lake oSupyhig a xýâlley to

the north-west of our aud consequently 13ingg be-

tween us and the M, èIszie. White stýý of -water tumblicr-

VOL. I.
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down deep decÉvities of bare.rock, glistenek1 in flie sim.
Long bright-green st# Wn

ps on the mount ' ýsi(ks slio-wed

where the birch had found a kindly soil, ýamidst a sea of

dark spruce or a dreary waste of ' herbles-s rock.

We bathed in the second lake, but the temperaturç of

the water was not much. removed above that of méIting

snow. Crossing the second lake, we came to the Ki

tu-kois-pi,;;h-kos', or. Level Portage, with a rise of 19 'é feet,

and a. length of three'quarters of a mile. CoId-ý%rate'

River falls 270 feet', between the lakes.. in a distzuice not

exceeding 1200 yards,

On the Level Portage we found much to' admire, cuiçl

still more to speculate upon. First -we ciwssed 114 beaver

meadow, but the beaver-ho-tises had loùçr, betin

broken open, and the beaver were gone. Aç; we zçksýCendeçl
100 feet or so of bare gneiss, the half-decavea pýIeS of

Mànýagnais lodges, rotting where they fi%U, lay néar a

mountain rill close to our path.

But the Montagnais, like the beaver they lllliï
eone. or wander in scattered bands on the

scending in converging, lines to the lake am old U
tracks ; but the -caribou now shun this part of the. coiuitry,
or are only rarely met with in small bands. Botli eliri-

bou and beaver will qpme aga,, in, and people this desýt

once more ; but there will be no Montagnais' or Nzusquit-

pees to, hunt or disturb them in theïr secý-tu-e retmat.

The Labrador tea-plant is in bloomý, and ea faint

but delicious fragrance around. The ,gneIîIISý whieli ri,zzý

in gigantic terraces, one above the other, is éovercd ýmitIi

brilliant-coloured lichens in ringý crescents., au(l"ovçïls --of
every hue, from the pale creain-colo-tu-ed ', reindeer mm
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to the remdlion & cup moss,' growing in bunches, groups,
imd be& zdI over the grey m,,eiss. Iàarches'and birches,

brmehing free from. the deep cracks in the rocks, are

wonderfflysýetrica1. A s'cented breeze drives insect

tormentors- a,,wz-ty, bringincr an evenin blessing in these

desolzite

From the ssummit of tliat peak-ed mountain in the lofty

chak tû the norfhjý 1,11-1300 to 2,000 feet above, the Nas-

quiipee he liýev seen ships in the Gulf of St .Lawrence,

and the Ixvd couutrv where Ashwanipi flows, the great

river of the Làbrador table land. And, lastly, there

loomss,'on -the opposite side of the valley, a-nother great

kSd-slide, as recent as, and more gigantic than, the one

F«1Sý over a few days ago. The slowly sinking sun îeî

reddeus the mçiuntain top:ý, the black shadows move

swiftly aR-t>ý, the lake loons, with wild prophetic cries,

fly like uïrows, to-%tzu-ds their nests the long twilight . .....
âde, into night utiful but

, s, and the silence of a bea

Efelesss wUçlerness depre:*s,-ý the spirits and saddens the

heart.

Our CÇunp wà;;ý made at the foot of the gneiss terraces,

on the Uâre rock, a,3ýe 'except in the wet beaver meadow,

there v-as- no -sdl where we could pitch our tents.

]ELid it not been for the. warning, note of the loons,'we

élioidd h,ý,%ve rolled oin-selves in our blan-ets, under a

starry roof but the wUd birds foretold an approaching

chauge, and cidmouislied us to prepare for the worst. The

next day w,,i;; ",d, in accordance wiffi a rule we

ôbsýexved mý the -woodsý, no work would be done

until the tl,-ty -w,v well advmeed. We s orted the sides-

,of our tents vith i;zwues, found -with difficulty, for erratics,
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both large and small, were as yêt of rare occurrence at a

distance from the river.

We mîtde the inside of our tents éomfortable with fresh
jjý ant of beds. The Indians'

spruce boughs, the most fragrc

peeled the bark from, the birch trees growing in fissures,

and laid them on the iock under the canoesl, to, proteet

them from the wet in case it -should rain before mornin&

The voyageurs followed their example, and covered the
floor of their tent with sheets of bark.

It was late before we retired to rest ; we sat up longer
than usual to, watch the chancre taking place in the

heavens. Light fleecy élouds, came swiftly. from, the

West followed by others more heavy and 'aque.; beforeOP
midnight the sky was overcast, and a gentle moLst wind

sigrhed throu,,h the scattered trees. When we bade each

other 1 GoodýniçYht,ý the sky was black as pitéh, and large

drops of rain began. to faR.

It rained until noon of the following day. The men,,
jaded with their weeks work, slept long' a'nd soundly.

We did not break our fast until ihe rain had ceased. In
the afternoon the clouds were dispersed, but mists rolled

U: up from thé deep valleys and settled around the hffi tops.
The mountains before us were invisible until towards-
evening,-when the sky and earth again became clear, and
even more beautiful than on the preceding day.

Before nightfaU the canoes were brought across the
portage, and the necessary preparations made for crossing
the third la-e at break of day.,

I spent the afternoon in wandering over the gneiss ter-
races, five in numberl the highest being about 1,000 feet

above the sea, and backed by a stunted birch, and spi -
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élad mountain, some 800 feet hiçy-her still. My tent was

pitched. opposite these terraces, on a shelf of lichen.

Covered rock, which commands a, full view of the valley

below, through which a mountain stream foams and frets,
coming from the next succeeding lake throu,crh which we

were to pass.

The prospect from the highestlerrace was grand. in-

deed: quiet lakes and rucsged rocks deep jagged ravines,

and green wooded valleys, were all within view. I shall

endéavour to describe the prevailing èharacter of these

terraces,, commencing from, the highest one.

The sloping sides of these abruptý steps are rounded,
polished, a'nd furrowed by glacial action. Cuts half au

inch deep, and an inch or more broad, go down slope

and over level continiously. Rounded and water-w-om

boulders are perched here and. therè on the edge of thé

uppermost terrace. The-se stranae memorials- of -the drift

begin. to, be more common. Not many have yet been

seen in this part of the country; but now they are gettiner

MIM us. No lichen or even moss grows on many parts . ....

of these stem old rocks. They, seem to preserve their

oric-nnal integrity, and have apparently contributed little

to the detrital -matter in the ravine which lies below

them.

Descending towards the valley, we come to a spot,

however, where the lichens have succeeded in effecting a

lodpgement. Small, circular grey time-stains, from the size

of a sixpence to a foot in diameter, encrust the roèk, and

begin the process of deýay. They -are like,." fairy rings,', _tÉ

dark in the centre, and shining at the circumference with

brilliant-lustre, when the. sun first strikes, them. Most of
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the smaller rings are thin as a sheet of writing-paper,

but firmly attached to the rocks, and slowly effecting its

disintegration.

A little farther on, and these first efforts of vegetable

life give place to a different species, larger, growing in

alternate concentric green and erey rinas, formina broad
%_ý tD tD

circles on the rock. Detaching one with a knife, we

fInd below it some minute graiùs of sand, the result of

its growth-the beginning of a soil. Moving on to a

spot more favourable, perhaps, because it is level, small

patches of caribou moss begin to show themselves.

A few - steps 'farther on'and they grow luxuriantly in

bunches and round tufts; beneath each bunch is a little

collection of Sand. * They are very feebly attached to the

rock, and with a gentle push of the foot may easily be

moved. In little hollows'elub mâsses"and kindred species

have ëstablished themselves, -and with their deep-gýeen

contrast beautifully with'the prevailinor purple-grey of the

caribou lichen. Now we arrive at some scattered élumps

of the Labrador. tea-plant ; and a little farther on are twu,

acres of this unyielding shrub, throuorh which it is trouble-

some to walk. It grows amidst a pr47ýsion of the preceding

mosses, which have prepared the soil for it. . Here and-

there a larch or spruce finds sufficient nourishment for a

free and beautiful growth. Dwarf birches occupy crevices

wherever they.Ifind moisture and plaiat-food. On tearing

up a larch, the ro'ots are seen to stretch far and wideover

the rock,'under the shelter of the moss and Labrador tea-

plant. - The birch has- sent its roots deep into.the crack,

and defies aU ' attempts to pull it up. Descending still

lower clown the terraced rocks, we come to the edge of -
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the vOey, where spruce and larch and birch grow freely

in clusters. But the soil is composed of sand only a few

inches deep, which. the lichens have separated and rains

have washed from the terraces above. The mosses. and
tea-plant protect the shallow soil from--the sun and retain

the moisture. A streamlet runs through the valley in the

early. s« ring wlièn the snows are meltin"p and-the beaver
have.taken advantage of this, and put a dam across the

valley half a mile -jower down. * This has changged the

aspect of some huncireçlac*res over which its influence has

extended., A beaver meadow has been formed. Rich lonc

grass gorýpws m its centre, and the spruce has invaded it

and formed a margin of forest. The centre is marshy and

soft, and vegetable soil- has accumulated to the depth -of

two or three feet on each side of the valley. Just- be-

yond the boundary of the gneiss terr-aces the hills are.

sloping, and the birch, alder, m-Mow, and aspen gTow,

which formed. the food of the beaver whéa they revelled

in these solitudes.

Such is the aspect of a part of this port;àgýreI and such

scenes are constantly recurring on the elevated portion of

the r6cks, whose shape -will not admit of the accumu-

lation of vegetable matter, or whose constituents are as,

unyielding as the hard and impenetrable gneisss.

t ÏME

1 

?Mý

IL
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CI-TA TER IX.

THE KA-PI-STA-WA-TI-SAGAN, OP, RIDGE PORTAGE, TO THE

OJIA-PI-SI-TAGAN, OR TOP OF THE RIDGE.

The Ridge Portage-Beauty and Character of the Lake -A Saw-

bill Duck and her Young -Tenderness and Sagacity of the Bird-
IE[abits of the Saw-bill Duck-A Câche-The 1 Top of the Ridge

Làke'-A-ta-chi-ka-mi-shish River-Its Descent; of Five 11undred
Feet in Two Miles and a ]FIalf -Mosquitoes and Black Eies-The

Mountain Portage - Legend amonc the Lumbermen respecting the
Mosquitoes - Trout - Beautiful Lake and Scenery - Beautffià

Vaziety of Trout-Louis' Ya-mah-pish\--Proposed Ascent of a
Mountain - The Nasquapee 4 Ups '-Magnificent Vie* - Reindeer

or Caribou - Old Nasquapee Camp - Nasquapee Intelligence
Mode of indicating Distance - Mode of indicating Time -Mode of

obtaining Fire-Reight of the Mountain or Top of the Ridge
Portage-Mosquitoes' Laronde.

EAVE'ýG the' Level Portageý 'éarly on Monday

morning, W* & crossed a small lake on the'sum'mit of

a low dividing ridge., named the. Ka-pi-sta-wa-ti-sagan, or

Ridge Portage.

The rise is 139 feet, and the -,descent, into, the Ojia-pi-si-

taaan Nipi, or Top of the Ridge La«ýe, 195 feet. The

rocks on the shores of this lake 'ar e* very grand and im-

posing. They fise on one side to, an immense height, are

quite perpendicular, and of a beautifulpurple colour. The-

lake itself is only '681 feet above the ocean; but the-

suýmmit of the escarpment on its western shores cannot

be less than -1, 5 0 0 feet, and it forms -part of a çhain of"
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precipitous mountains w«hieli'form a smâlI watershed, and
whose direction is roughly east: and west, I could not

approach thepurple cliffs, but at the time thought they
were composed of labradorite. The rock on the portage

was.. a gneiss.

There are no fish in this lake, at least so the Nasquapee

informed us; it is not m'ore than half a mile broad, and
discharges its -waters by a small streamlet into Cold-water

River. If fish are absent, the larvS of water-beetles, or

blood-suckers, as the voyageurs ýý'.caUed them, as well -as
leeches, ar e disgustingly abundant. Always on the look-

out for ducks, 1 stole cautiously to the edge of the lake
on the other side of the next portage, and observed a

saw-bill duck, with a brood -of nine young ones, not a
dozen yards from the shore. The old bird evidently

suspected the approach of something dangerous, for she

was gently dra-wing her * young brood farther from the

shore,-With a low coaxing note. Making a slight noise as

I a&anced, the oTd bird instantly cc-11 -d all the little ones
to her sidel, and swam -with theiý asïast as the. tiny things
could paddle towards the middle of the lake.. The mother

encouraged. the little brood with low cries, and looked

continu from àlily ide to side to see if they were-all there,

and keeping close *to her*. So compactly did they swim,

that at a distance of thiréy yards they looked like one

bbject. I suddenly showed myself, running to, the beach ;
not with the intention of shooting' them, but rather to

watch the« manner in which the old bird would act

towards her young. She rose with a wild cry of alarm.

the little duckEngs, perhaps not a week old, instantly

scat.tered the*mselves over the surface of the water, some«
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going on one side, some on'another, but always keeping

wîthin -a certain -distance ftom the -shore. -The mother

flew to and fto across the bay of the lake, alighting

about fifty yards from the shore and calling her brood.

She remained about ten minutes on each side, swimming

about, then flew back again, and so on.

She was evidently gathering the two divisions of hér

young together on either side of the bay. The time

--occupied in making the portage afforded me an excellent

opportunitý of watching the' manner in which slie would

bring them together'. 'After the ýapAe of three-quarters

of an hour, it appears that the little ducklings -had aU

answered the câIl of the mother, and were coRected in two

groups about a quarter of a. mile apart, for I saw the

mother and about five of the little ones -swim across the

bay and join the other four who had remained on the

opposite side. One could easily conceive the quacking

congratulations which, the duckhngs addressed to one

another at their happy meetingý The anxious care and

tenderness of the mother were quite delightful to-witùess.

Thelow note of warning; the gîýthering flock round her;

the wary manner in which. she drew them from the shore'

away from danger; the instinct which prompted them

to -scatter, then to gather at their mother's call, and

quietly wait on one side until she brouglit them together;

all this was a beautiful and inIýctive lesson in wild

woods remote from help in time of need. The saw-bill

duck frequently returns to the same nest year after year.
On an island in Rainy Lake, in 1858, we found a saw-biR's

nest in the hoHow trunk of a pine, which, from the ac-
cumulation of feathers, must have 'been there for many
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years. Out of this nest we took ten egp, On a nother

occasioný a voyag ur said to me, 1 There is a saw-bill's nest

on that p!oint: I have taken egggs from that nest for two

years past ; if *e go there now we shall perhaps --fmd

some.) A nxious - to see whether his prediction would

turn'out to be true, as well as ta get some fresh eggs, I

turned the canoe ashore, and found seven eggs in the

saw-bill's ý nest.
'de a câche of a bac of flour on the Dividin(y

We ma ýD ZD

Ridge, cârefully protecting it from. bears and wolverines.

The old :,Montagnais path was in excellent condition over

this portage, and at its northern extremity we found an

abundan;ce -eof wild currants and raspberries in flower,

growinc luxuriantly near masses of ice which- remained

in fissuÉýes of the rocks.

The" Top of the Ridcre Lake' is two miles and a

half býoad where we crossed it,, aÈd- -ù ains a féw

trout. It is drained by A-ta-chi-ka-ihi-shish, àr Cold-

wàter ]River, -which falls in a series of cascades a little

more than 500 feet in a distance of two miles and a

half.

The mosquitoes and blackffies were terrible after the

rain of yesterday in the wet woods. We were compelled

to breakfast in a cloud of smoke in order to drive away

our tormentors.-

Beforeus lay the dreaded mountain portagé, which the

Nasquapee called the 1 Top of the Ridge.' . The mountains

,around the beautiful lake are worn and rounded, but in

the distànce, towards the west and north, apparentIy.veryý

much, peaked and of great height,

The valleys are well. wooded with spruce and birch, but

JP

jm
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vegetation appears, to, cease., ex*ept in stlipz, about two-

thirds up the mountain sides.

II should lik-e to, know for what purpose these mos-

quitoes were created," said one, " we &tt at, the edge of

the lake waiting for the canoes to, be brougrht, across'the

portage.

Do you know what the vor, geurs on the St. M, ïturice

say about the mosquitoes ? " <eked anothen

& No; wbat ideas have they on the subject, r? >

They believe that a cerLain sztint/was Lmished fi-om

heaven for disobedience to, the comm.mds of one of the

higher angels, and condemned to dwell aloue for a loncr

period in one-of the laninhabited parts of the earth. She

found the time hang heavy on her h,<mct, until at length

she prayed that even a fe.w flies might be sent to amuse

her.

The mosquito, the black fly, mçl the b-rulôt were

forthwith created, -and d-tirinct the rem,,-umn,,cr period of

her punishment they p. ve her more employment th-an she

wanted in resistincr theïr attack-S.

JI The saint was restored to, heaven, but the flies re-
us in èon -mt remembrance of the

mained behind to keep sLi

folly of seeking for amusement to distract attention from

sorrows which we h-ave brouerht on oursselves cr

tion or sin.

At this moment 3vlichel and Loiùs c-ame with a load

'to where we were sittin in the doubtfùl enjoyment of

a 1 smudge' to keep off the tormenting fliès.

JI What sort of a -is 'that tremendous

mountain ahead of us P I asked.,

Michel raised- his hand a little, then za little higher,
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then a -little hi er still, and suddenly brought ît do-wn
again a few inches, terminating his imaginary profile of
the mountain with a long- ýôr,1îzontaI -sweep of his hand.

Michel says,' interpreted Louis, 1 you must go up-ý
up, up, and theii down until you come to a lake. He

says it lis high, high, and Ion as the Grand Portage.
Which way dàes the portage path run P'

See that mountain with ice on top P
Yes!

See other mount S, over there -P

Yes, I see the other mountains.'
Well, the Ka-pi-ta-gan goes betw os n M

en th emountai 's,"
replied Louis, with a grin. ItLong portage, very l1ighý
think wîe shant get over it.'

'Nonsense, Louis; a strong Montagnais like youwould

run over that portage after a caribou -without stopping.'

We often found ourselves very much deceived in

attemptin'g to estimate the altitude of Pr-eclpi*ces or rocks

over Nvhieh we had to pass and on this occasion I noted

down the opinion of each of the party who was supposed

to be able to forni one respeéting the height of the

portage and mountain before us, previouslyto measuring

them *ith the aneroid. Neither the Abenakis the

Montagnais, nor the Nasquapee could express their ideas,

in a multiple of a measure, such as feet or yards'; but, by

comparison, the first two said the -portage path between

the mountains might be twice the height of the Grand

Portage, or àbout, 600 feet. The Nasquapee, -who had

crossed it several times, said it was three times the height

of the Grand Portage. Other estimates (if we judged solely.

from ýour point of view, which appeared to be five miles
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distant from the highest part of the valley between the

two mountains) varied from 400 to 700 feet, and for the

mountains themselves from 800 to 1,200 feet above the

lakè. After careful measurement, both backwards and

forwards, we found the highest point of the portage path to.

be 818 feet âbove the lake, or about- 1,460 feet above the

sea, and when we reached thîs point one of the mountains
higher than ever, and could not have

appeared to us -
been less than 1,5,00 féet above us, or nearly 3,000 feet

above the sea.

The men came with the last load, looking very much

exhausted with the heat, the flies, and the fatigue of

waIIýn with heavy burdens over the steep and slippery

ýrOcL-s.

They wore veils or handkerchiefs tied round the neck

and over as much of the face as possible,. to protect them

from 1 their tormentors, and hastened to load the canoes

and push off into the beautiful Ojia-pi-si-taaan Nipi, or

Top of the ]Ridge Lake, to escape from the pertinacious

little insects. A breeze soon drove the pests away, and

we paddled slowly across the lovely sheet 'of water,

enjoying the new life nto which we seemed to plunge as

soon as w&4eft the shore.

Soon we begau to hear the roar of Cold-water River as

it came tumbling down the steep,. and our expectations

were roused when the Nasquapee informed Louis that

we I should find trout and carp thick as leaves' in the

little rapids through which we should have to pass'before

reaching the foot of the terrible Mountain Portage. The

India.n scarcely exaggerated the numbers of fish ; they

scurried over the gravel and, stones in thousands as we
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passed up the stream, but none of them were more thau

ten inches in lencrth. . Hasteningto the portagre h.,.ýtlf a

mile farther on, we unIcbaded the cimoes, and despatched

the men with a pack, ins-tructing them to carry a mile,

and then return to pitéh the tenL-, while we took a

canoe, and hurnied. back to the =pids to -fish for our

supper.

We caught 120 trout, sufficient for supper -and breàk-

fast all round. The men did, not retuin until late Mi the

eveninCr,ýhaving - found the Montapaîs path very rough,

and in many- places wet with lills coming from the

melting snow and ice in the cleft,; of the mountain, over

the lower part of whose flank the lx-tth runs.

We 'aH agreed. that the kke -çnus by far the most

beautiful we had yet seen ; the sztill ýmd bright da-y, coupled

with the excellent sport we enjoyed and the. absence oft
insect tormentors, no dot bt heightened Our appreciation of

it. The mointains, gm-een...purple, and gq-ey, as the eye

wandered hiigh er and hicrher.,. 'ere most sublime; -the
-ýn ze a child at

river rippling over its graveRy bed is c U

play! The brilliant crîmson. szpotteý trou4 leaping

wildly at our ga-tidy f à ës,. flashed in -the evenkg sunlight.

The pure and 'vigoratincr air sagneci, p,ist us., perceptibly

perfumed with the fi-.9çmant Labrador tea-plant ; ané4

being àll in excellent ondifion and in the enjoyment of

perfect health, we feltgIad, mcl thmkfiù that we po&sessed

-the rare opportunity of seeing Nâture in these silent

nd cistant solitudes.

To-morrow will tell the taW said one; 'I we shall not

get over that mount.-dn ýortqge*-withùut a long and heavy

pull at ît it >s 600 -feet hýqh if it à m inch. It"s 700-
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said another; " and that mountain where the' Iatch of
snow lies is 2,000 feet abov * us."

The variety of 'speckled trout which we cauglit so freely
was remarkably beautiftù. T-Nvo deep -crimsoù -stripes r..,Ui

down the ývhole lenath of the body from flie. pectord fin
to the tail. The throat and-part of the belly were è1ver

white, the back dark green; the side of the -fiâsi m-a-
speckled with sàlmon-coloured spots w1iite.
Some of the spots were crimson surroundex.1 with za silver

ring. The flesh of a few of them nas quite white%, but of
the--majority of a deep salmon-colour.

Early'on the following morming we tlie iiien
with a load and went to fish again, catchin'g five zuidzit liilf

dozen. One of the men returned to breaklast quite unwell
he had drunk too much cold water on the piwedinfr day.
I prescribed for him essence of ginger1ý as- cu-id zitfter
two or three hours he was able to resume flie

After breakfast we made the follo-ving arimieginen.L
Mr. Caley and I were to -go on in advance, çwd endeavour

to ascend, the nearest mountain and ascertain its., altitude1 10
Mr. Gaudet. was to measure the portage, assissted by the

young Nasquapee ; my brother was to -sketch the sceneiT

from the higrhest point of the portage. The men. were
t o carry- the bagg e and canoes to the szune 's'pot, 'Md
make the camp there.

As Caley and I were âbout starting, Louis mlled up to

me, and said, with'a queer eýsprellýs*on' of CO'tinten,--uicë,
You go up top that mountain P
Yes,- I said, we are goincr to try."

Louis held out his hànd, saying, -Mt
bye *for a little.)
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Miv -do you &ty 1- Ya-iiiih," Louis? ' I said.

eyou P) top that mouiit,-tùi,, not see you zagrain for

ùvo or duý-t---e days, tvýmt to Nvish you good-bye* for. a little

Mhiât Do you mean to say it m-M take us two days L5

to get to that PeakP

Think not,' said Louis; & thin- you won"t get there

at all. Nasquapee tell me the'-%vay to the top of that

inowitaîn is on the other side;. rocks this side too steep.

Thï; ý%xas ea poser. The mountain looked accessible

enoiighbut the air -was so' d-ear, and distances apparently

80 intich smaIler thau they arc in reality amSig those

lofty fhat I felt nather uncomfortable at Louis'

profi-ered -u-nveU%

At all evený Louis, I said, -we'll. try.'

TiT p7eae you get up there, p"r'aps not.'

Theýý pi-aps not' -%vas said -%vith such a soleiain sliake of

the hezad, thüt 1 begewi to think Louis' experience aniong

the 1nountains of this part of the Labrador peninsula

,es worth more than a confident reliance on our 'own

pcnvers, oP endurance,

However, after breýàst, we st.-Sted, and. vith what

reziidts NviR be seen liereafter.

Câley and I -,set out eacli with a small knapsac- con-

t aneroid-s, hammers. and a bite5' followed by1111M419
mv broffier with hi,,;z sketchinct apparatus. For half an

hoirr we followed the Montagnais path througgli a brUlé,

-or bitrnt track -of country, in. the valley of Cold-water

River. The path then turned suddenl ýo our right, and

led iLz 'the side of the mountain. We soon came to a'IIP
seriezs of gM terraces covered -with Échens and, havin'ç-t

'VOL 1. L
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reached hi"hest.. one, we found its altitude to, be

approximately 300 féet.

This must be'one of the NuLquapee Il ups") Y &tid luy

companion if the others are li«-e it, the portage will be

three times as high as the Grand Porta,,re.>

The Cold-water River was far below us., roarinct and

foamincr, through, a narrow cleft which « separated us frolu

the mountain' on our left. We gazed up at the mo ua-

tains, first on one side, and. then on the other; and à1l
three a-greed, that they looked' hiçrher than when -séen

from the lake. Still we tallied of ascendina., the one on

our right. After another half hour's' toil - we reaîched a

second plateau, which was about 250 feet -above the hitst

terrace of gneiss. Zereý we sat and drank in the view,
catéhinçy a glimpse of the two là«kes we had pazssed the

day before. Higherand more rugged seemed the moun-
tains ; and yet we had. ascended 600 feet, Another
half hour brought us to the summit of the 1 Top of the

Ridçye Po r*ta,,c..te.' and we computed its altitude to be, 800
feet above the lak rom which we bad c.<ýiunped. The

sceiie which we beheld was indeed grand. The whole
valley Of Cold-water River, for many miles, lay below us,',
bounded only by ihe distant rangeof mount,-,ùm touching
the Moisie where we had left it. On our left rose the
mountain which we had Purposed to ascend, with .-t
deep gulf between us and it, in which the Cold--w,--tier
River fowned and fretted and fell in numberless Ettle
-cascades.

My brother took out his sketch-book,'and said, -with
the least trifle of 'satire in the tone 'of his- voice, l I m-ill
sketch while you ascend one -of those mountains." The,
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thought of Louis' 1 Good-bye ' came upon us with ûill

force. . We: agreed, without the least discussion that- it

would take us two days. to ascend the one from whicli the

Nasquapee's.-dd that ships could be seen in the sea, look-

ing South, and Ashwaiiipi-.-on the table land of Labrador,

lookiwe north. The idea,. of ascen-dinc r eithet mountain

had to be abandoned at once, as we., could hot afford the

time it would have required. Aý-.carefuI su th a

marine glass revealed precipitous cliEsî'-výhere not even a

stunted birch grew to assist us in scaag

The summits, fully 1,500 feetâbo'v'e us, âs we imagine(l,

and perhaps much more, were bare, . bold, and jagged.

Perched on jutting peaks were hucre boulders, ready,-as

-hey seemed, to -be pushed with searcely an effort

and yet they had remained there for many thousand

years how many, who can tell? Pe
Wandering from the path, I S'trolled to a ridge of gneiss

on the ed&e of a ravine, in which, were the lodgre-poles of

an old -Nequapee camp, and scattered near'it« lay the

horns',,,md some 'of the bon' es --of à caribou. This was

once a famous deer pass, and severa1 caribou had been

killed here during tke precedincr, autumn by a Party ofC who had wandered far
lis 'from. their àwn.

huntin -grounds. ------------

I thought I saw a herd of reindeer high up Ïfiose moss-

covered rocks,-lying where the' fresh breeze woulà drive
away tormentinc ffies. I saw two walkinor apparently on

the ed2e of e precipice, near the summit of the oppo- - -----

ýite -moun and sto'pping now and then to, crop the
1ichêns.

How will the cret the -canoes up here P' I exclaimed,

L 2
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when I returned to where .my -eas sitting

& Well did the Nasquapee say it was Il Up ùp - up

AU we can do is toJeave it to themselv'ès for. the present,
and if they break down we must take our, turn and hèlp

them.'

Leaving my brother to complete his sketch, Caley and

I walked on to the other end of the portage, descending

300 feet to Cold-water River again. - U ' pon our return

we met Gaudet and the young Nasquapee, measuring

the length of the portage with a chain. Mr-.- G-audet

described the'r'emarkable ease with which, the Nasquapee
.,comprehe'ded his sigus, and how intelligibly he answered

the questions put to him. ý Anxious to know how far

it was to the other end 'of the portage, làe placed. two

sticks on the'ground, a yard apart,- and, touching one

stiek, pointed towards the end of the portage fi-o'm.

which, they had come; then touching the other stick'in

the direction in -which they were goincs, he uttered at the

same time the word Ka-pi-ta-gan,'or portage. ]Elè then

took a third stick, and placed it between the other twb, at

an equal distance from both, and pointedfirst to the stick'

and then to himself. A gleam. of intelligence shot, across

thé countenance of the, Nasquapee, who shook his head,

and, raisinor the middle stick, placed it about one C

the distance from the first, indieâtin that thee-had onl

come a third pàrt of the w. ay. Shortly afterwards,'

Gaudet added, l the Nasq-tiapee stopped,- and puta'stick-.
before his face, and pointed first towards* one end of the h

portage, thén towards'the other; thus indiéating.that they P
had come half the. distance. tc

After proceeding onward for'about half an hour he
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was anxious to, Içnow ho-w long it would tiake 1hem to

reach the end. of the p*ortage ; and, in order to, learn

this, pointed to the sun and then., slowly moved his

hand in the direction they were going, and slowly bac-

arsain towards himself- pointin * to the sun acrain, he

described a small -are in the air, and directed his finger to

a part of the heavens, where the sun would be in a couple

of hours. The Indian smiled, and pointed a little lower

in the heavens, indicatincf that it would take the" <about

three - hours before they would get to the -end of the

portage, and retum to whëre they then stood. On -another

occasion the Nasquapee -%ý,as with mel and observed that

I tooksoffie matéhes out of a'match--%box and tried to

light one ;- but they were damp, and would not icrnite.,

He sign'ed to me to, lend. him my -nife. -He eut a stout

stick from a neicrliboui-incî larch, and takincr out the

leather thong'with which, his moccasins *ere tied,, macle

a short bow and strung it. He then searched for a

piece of dry wood, ahd, having fouad it, eut it into shape,

sharpened both. ends, and twisted it once round the bow-

string; he then took à bit of fungus from his poc-et aiid

put it into a little' hole wliich lie made in ailother dry

p . ïece of wood with the point of the knife. -A third pièce

of dry wood was fashioned into a handlefor his drill.

Kneeling down on the ground, he held tbe stick

twisted in the bow'strinçr loosely in one handand acl

justed it in the handle, placilig the -other -point in tlie

hollow hé had made in the piece -of dry wood ; h6 then
1 ut a bit of the fuliorus close to the point, and commencedp

to draw the bow backwards, and-fonvards, thus giving

the stick a quick rotary motion. In twelve -or fo.urteeii

CIIAP. lx. INDIAN MODE OF OBTAINING FIRE. ;4D
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minutes the',.Wood smoked, but the arrival. of the rest of

the party, and the necessity for hurryincs on, arrested the
Nasquapee's atteimptto- Some days after-

-.-.Produce I:fire.'

wards I was walking before the rest of the party with
being perhaps an hour in advance. We sat down

Michel, Zn
to rest où a boulder lying close to the portage-patli,
when the Indian, who was alwa s doinor -something, eut a

stick about two feet long, and selecting a sandy spot in

the path, fixed it upright, and drew a Ene in. the sand

where the shadow of the stick fell. His object was to

comm, nicate to, Louis, who was following us, the timé of

the day whenr. ýw-e'passed the spot where he haïd placed the

stick. Th e PSition of the sun would'.- pf course be

indicated b the shadow of the stick and by referrinà to

the lineinthe.sand Louiscould form atolerably correct
ance-we were ahead. WIe I mentioned

notion of the dist n

this incident to Mr. Gaudet, he said that he once sent an

Indian belongin' to the Lake of the Woods in the winter

'to a camp som6,-fifty- miles distant, întending to follow

him the next day. Threeý times he observ'd on the track

which the Indian had pursued two sticks-,stuck in the

snow; so that by drawing a line between thern,. and

looking in the direction to which A pointed, it would

show the position of -1he sun in the heavens at the time

the- Indian plâced them there, and thus indicate the hour

at w1iich he had réacbed the spot.

We returned, together towards our camp, and found

that the men had already brought'all the things but the
'ddle of the port-ige,-a good

canoes and te' ts to the -nu

day's work, considering the ascent, which, by ca*eful

comparison, wits - found to be .818 feeit, the Nasquapee
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being nearest in' guessi-cr its altitude at three- times that

of the Grand Portage,"which we then thougrht a'severe

triid. But the men had become, accustomed: to their

wor-, and could ca*rry much farther than at the becrinnin,,cr

of the journey, â1though they complained bitteýly amon'rr

theinselves of the labçiu-'involved in ascending the steep

and slippery rocks the Nasquapee Ups,' as they

termed them - as well as of the heat and the flies. The

neck and throat of ev.ery m an of the pucty were more

or less swollen with the bites or punctures infficted"by

these insects ; and my brofher's hands were marked with

spots of blood- and his face- much. inflamed, before he had

finished his sketch of the' magnificent scenery from the

surnmit of -the portage.~ -He wore kid gloves, but the
i-nosquitoes found out the seams and Ettle openings made

by the stitches. A veil was out of the ý- question, as that

would destroy distinctness of vision. But -%ve all found

consolation and pýace at-'niçtht in our mosquito-proof tents.
It was truly a luxury to write by the li,,çrbt of a lantern,

secure acrainst the attaclý:b-,ý,,of these tiny plagnies. It is no

exaccreration to say that tÈý hum. produ c*ed by the vibra-

tions of th-eir wincys on the outside of the tent, as they were

vainly searching -for soine crevice by which they could

obtain admittance, was.ý.fi-equeiltly heard On damp rýçrhts

before 'rain.

Throughout the entire lenryth of the Top of the Ridge
ïï li Portaçye, the Montagnais-path is plainly visible, as well as

the remains of old' cýmp grounds. In the low land

bordering thé li,i.lý:e the canoe birch«.grew'to a fa and
i spruce and larch, forined

witl a handsome forest.

But this coniparative luxuriànî&ýegetation was, con'-
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fined to the deep valley, iiot extendiiitr one hundred feet

above it on the fmt gentle s1ope of the rocks, where

shallow remains of drift had been preserved, or a soil had

been formed by the from -iboveý

Late in the afternoort we &I started with a loïad, in-

tending to camp àt the other end of the portage,, aiid

brinct the réýuaining part of the things lover on the

foHowinct day. I mU-ed a considerable part of the wa

with Laronde, a Freneli Cmadizm, who, being talkativ

t-old-me some incidents ofhîs 1ifý, one-of which is related

iii the folluwing chapter.

t

see

tin

cou
of



CITAPTER X. i

TIIE NIGHT-BLIND VOYAGEUR-.

ifight-blind-Lamnde's Account-Effects of iiçrht-blindness- Y

Mode in which it affects the Lumberers-The Loneliness of a
Nicrht-blincl Mau-Dreadfal Appearance of iio,,ht--blind Men-

Laronde's Story of the 'Nicpht-blind'-The Matawan-The
Ottawa-Jerome- Meeting of Jerome and Laroude-The Walk

-The Little Beaver Creek-The Crossing-Struck Night;.bând
- The Disc6very - Strack in the Mddle of the Streaml-A Night
on the Rock - Rising Waters - A Flash of Liýrhtnifi& - A
Glimpse of the Moon and Stuýs-Darlcness ago-aki- The Thoughts

of a Nigght-blind Man-A bro-en -Axin-Light -Vision r'estored
-A Jam-The Escape-Account of the 1 NLi,&,ht-blind'.Men in
the Lumberinir Districts.

OW did yoù hurt your arm, Laronde P' I enquired,

as the voyageur askèd me to, help him' to raise

his load of a bacr of flour and two wet tents on to -- his.
back.

It was when. I w-as NIGIIT-BLIiND,* on the Matawa-'n'.
two years ago," he replied.

-Nicrht-blind!' I exclaimed; Ihavý you been 'Éýght-

IN cyht-blindnesq, or Nycialeiia. When a person is nyctalopie, he, can,

see well enough in the full ligght of day, but as night; approaches, fails to dis-

tinguish objects; and cm see little or nothing in a dull ligght. Nydtalopia is

comnionly supposed to, depend upon a partial paralysis of the retina, existino.

of course to a very limited extent.ý- TVaU&zr on. Nyctaleia. (Th'e Lancet,

M, edical men *ill understand the probable cause of Nyctalopia prevailing

among th6 lumbererin the remotebac-woods of Canada.
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blind P Tell me how it happened, and all you know
about it.

Not a difficult.affair to do, that; but if you want to see
nigrht-blind men, go on the St. Maurice, on the Matawan

and- éven on the- Upper Ottawa. Go in the spring of the
year, when the drivingor begins, and you will find plenty of
night-blind iùen, especially in shanties where the have
not a chance of gettina a moose or a bear now and
then' or where the foreman. is not over particular about
providing a plentiful supply of peas, and a few potatoes by
way of a cý ange, to L Ch

-eep of the scurvy and the Il. nic t-
blind." -Bàt,,ý* if you wM be so good as to wait until we
arrive at the camp, after ýsupper, I will tell you a Il night-

blind story, which yoù may. -believe as you do your eyes
now, which. show you snow on that mountýin-top, and'a

lakein, the valley below us, where we are to clam to-,'_

Laronde stooped while. I lifted the load on his back
and adjusting the portage-strap on his forehead, glided

rapidly over'thesli ýry gneiss, here.and there wet with
tricklinçy streaýa-léts, which issued from beneath the moss

covering the rocks on one side of the portage path.
Stopping at the beginning pf a steep descent which led

to- the lake below, hé leanedback a ainst a shelf of-rock--
and turnina to -me said, in an excited tone, I -assure you, is
sir, it is a dreaàfùl thing to be nicylit-blind,; it coïnes on Sf
vou ýo suddenly, and you féel so helpless you stand or'
sit still -výithout daring to,.'Move'if you don't knàw vour arground,.-"and you thùi incyk- all sorts of ihi s, when it first al

becsins with 'a dîmpess over the eyes. Wheu it 's well on, frc
-%vhet-lei- you m-El ever sçe the blessed light to-
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,a gm i n: The cause of it. 1 camot tell you. The lumber-

men, who are mostly troubled wîth it, h,*,ive---,.-thqir own

ideas on the àîbject - they, miay be rieli4 but it "s ýmore in

the line of you gentjemen to tell 'its, the reason -%vliytlie*

dark-ness, comes over u,---, I r3n tell vou, thoucrL what

being night-blind is,. and how one feels -ho is smitten.

Just as it b s to cret. dus--, everything grows dim at, first,

and thèn of a sztidden àR is, black- vou can7t see art inch

before you - you mi,£eht jusst -as well be stone-blind ; you

are stone-blind, in fhet. zas long zus the Sun is away. It

must be pretty light in the mornhi, before vou can see.

First comes a-glimmen flien briglitening., tZe4, a sudden

liçrht-its *-,-t ne dawn ùnd sunriý;,-e fo Ow

JUS oin close
Ný_

tocrether.ý ýj

"Do men sufer in any other w-ay thau by being tem-

poraril * deprived of ssight PPy
Thàt depends on, circumstzmees. Some men are t

ribly put out. I meau they zu-e fiightened ând troubL

at first, and even when hey haave been night-blind

for days together, and.. a s- o a e would think, accusto'med

to iti they at times, get nervouýs zu-id ill at ease. We

think they have ssomet4ing on their mind when they feel z

disturbed. It's lonelv- work, I A raan has t niu le
to tl-iiii-- on the past. and hè that lie is seen and

is w, atched by others for a m,-tns'f--tce is wild when he is

struck 'his eves, are wi*,,ie open.. and vet lie does nôt see.

He stitres atvoli', or over aý it seems, leyond you

and without anv me.ctnijact in -hisis lôûk. Some, h*we, er

always shut their eves,.. 1-iiowm,2 how ïsti-ange their look is

from what the. have se-en. of other,.-,. -But VR tell you

to-niý0it li ow I,,fýlt ravself. affi'l - a ;A-hort ten minutes will
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bring us to the lake it is «mý%vinct d,,-Sk, and etlthough.

i m not night-blind niow, thank God, yet I il lys like -to

be in camp before it grows dax-.-)

After supper Laronde came to, my- tent mid nie if

I was ready to, hear him. Receivinçr a ready he'

threw some birch-1ar- and dry wc«I on flieà fire to make

bright blaze, lit his pipe, and arran, g a few spruce
branches on the moss near the door of the tent, lie

squatted dow' and be-gan his namative,

THE NiGlIT-BLIÀ\-D 'VOtAGE M-S.

Two yeaxs ago 1 was lumbering on the whicli

Rows into the Ottawa about a raille àýve L"N-tt--nvn. The
place they now,,,,cO the City of OttaNva, ý%vl1iCl1 flie Queell,

sa - h decided shall. be-, the capital of
"Ni.erht-blind is.'a,ý'chs-,ease of the eve,,;z not unconinioii

amongst lumberers,.. in the -;ýpTincr of the ye,- eveii
after the snow has> passed away, so that you iiiu,,t not
think it the sanie as the sno-%v-blinti. Mêm struck -vitli

perféctly weR d -L -the
this malady i ring the dzay, but

moment it bé"comes dus- they are totalýy insensiblé to
light of any Týý- q I W"Iq".Ilullberiiiý,tr on flie

Matawan, and o]Ère'ý 0f -corniades in îhe fidl,-Md tlie1ýy
best of friends, was".a..-man named Tmuii2ý. I Lid not

seen him, for several week-s, and met him at thé mouth of
a creek leadincr inito. the Matawan, as I 'Nvas, dowii
in a canoe,-pickincs up the lodged ssticksC It \vas late-l'il
the afternoorr, kine

and I was thin 6f h,-titlintî,
into the bush, and goinçr backto the,shaiiýy, wliicli ini!Ait
be four miles away.

Pieces of tiniber squared by the limilikree,
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Jérome ww also on his way to the shanty, haviiirrZD
élew-ed the cree- down to the Matawan. For a wee-

befom iiight-blindness had been growing on me; but I

fho-t Ught that as 1 should soon get out of the bush and iiito

the sàdements, I would get well'at once as most oth ers

(Io wliffl they, 1-eaéli the clearings. I -Said nothinc to

Jér-ome,,,àbýut, my maladyaind after a smoke we crossed ý,4
the riverý aàd -m-dked slow1y towards the shanty together,

of wkat wehad. been doincr during the long

and now and then stopping t' have a smoke. As near as

1 czSguess, -we were about two miles from the shantyl Mi

4% nxýgh country, up hill and down hiE, wil handsome

pine, ýa pud ùuýoù,,gh a the but , all around us. It begîm

to get ditAzy, -and mithout -sayiner anythincs to

one another, quick-ewêd'our steps. I had no feair, for I

thogght if M:y eyes became dark Jerome'would

gidde. mid, he, as I afterwàrds found out, thought the

skune of me. The day had been hot and sultry, a thunder-

sstorm, mis appluaching and from the hills over ývhich we

eissý we could. ssee it was raining heavily in the north. We

mached the Dttle Beaver Cree-, and the crossing-place lay

in a hollow between two hills-the tall pines overbeadl
makin" it fflt-bomv, and dark. There might be three feet

of water in the cre-ek but the current was swift, the

cmýýînfr- L-àd and above and below was a rapid which,

no one could. stem in the spring of the year. In the

Middle Of the -s-trezun there wits a rock, bare except dù* n

&eshetýs.- The river ouglit. to be thirty yards -wide thére

but -Ca niere bi-)Ok in suinmer. -e reàched the creek

and entered it toget.her. Suddenly, before-%ve had got to

the rockýM' the middle, Jerome stopped, and stretchinçr
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"ut his arm, put his hand on my shoulder, and said,
Tiens,'Laronde; je ne vois pas bien." (Hold, Larondé'; I

do not see well.) MThat! " said I, at the moment beý-

ginninfr to feel the dàý--ness growingor upon nie, 'Il are y-ou

night-blind Yes.; andhave been so for three week-s.

I did not tell you I was on my way to the settlements to

get. cured.

At that moment a -flash of licrhtninct sho t acro%- thevj
sky; Jerome held my shoulder in a firm but

I felt him tremble. I looked and strained my eyes, in

vain. Jerome," I said, I am night-blind, too my sight

is,,gpne. I am stone-blind now."' We reached the rock-,
v% 'hieh was within a yard of us, and sat down hand-in-

hand. Neither ,,ýpok-e for a long time,; we listened to, the

stream pm..-En<ý past and, tho-ugght how belp*less aiid

stricken we n,ýre. If we iried to. ford-, the river, it mz>,Vý, 11ý
just as Êkely we should go s'lanting off down the streaiu,

.911d per4aps tumble agai , pst.. the slippery stones. J(ýrome

said he could cret acrO*à,ýý- if-ý he Imew the river; but lie

had never been at this- crossing in the S'pnnçr -ind the.,

water was risinor fast. IL,-],We-ýv the stream would utuide

us in a direction that lwe 'MIOht reach the' shore ; butîf t.

the current should sweepus offour legs, and -we be é. r

to, the rapid below beforç.ý,-1 we could swim to the -side, it a.

would be a lost game then. We turned oier these chances h

as we sat on the rock, and then 'neither of us ý ý-poLe for il
ýsh W- e, atsome time. What all we do P " 1 saidl, at length.

must stay wherewe are," he replied. Il I h ve been è,iii,£ th.

before, but it was in the woods, near the shantj7, and I re,

heard the shouts and laughter of the men, and groped my sh,

way- but here we can do nothing; we must s-tay where us

il, - N
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we are until daylight.comes." Another flash of liglitninrr

revealed all around -uý for an instant. The near ýthunder

told us thestorm. iv.ýs approaching. Jerome," said Il
W hen 'the storm, comes, we 'Can cross ; the lightniiicr M1

flashes -ýviH quick enough, and we can find the
Ai,

rrossMICY.

It seemed a lonct time before the next flash came; and

then we prepared to enter the water again in the direc-

tion to reach the o - osite bank. Sitting on the edree of

flie, rock-, and waitin for the next flash we both becan

to feel, cold -the water was like ice, béing nothing but

melte'd snow. Jerome,.ý-stïddenly grasped me tighterý and,

said ".The rïvèr-s rising we must make baste to cross

or we -shàR be on thé rock all niçrht." Another flash:ý came

at le'D*çrth, and showed us that the river had risen ai leïtst V
eight inches durin- cr the last half-hour, and that it would

be danCerous for stone-blind, men, to attempt to pass.

suppose the rock mîght be six feet square on the top, but

sloping, and I think it'could not be ten feet above the

bottom. of the creek. WeR, we got.to the',, top and sat

close tocrether,: there. 'Flash after flash showed us how

the waters -Were risinýy, and the, increasing'ý,roar of the

river became so loud that we could scarcel hear 'one

,,---àn ther speak. Jerome is qt, best a quiet mý n,- but no'

he scarcely spoke'a word. Once and again hem', 7ould bend

1 his head d6wn to the rock, holding on tightly to me, ajad

at length he said, Il The water is rising fast; ît's within'

three feet of us now; jet me grasp you whilel try and

reach it with my bot. I eau touch it," he sa,4, after a

short trial; my foot is in it now. God have mercy on

us 1 He drew himself up agrain, shùddering, and we sat
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in our terrible loneliness close 'togrether -on that -smaU

rock, in black darkness, with roaxing waters rismg fast

around us.

Fortunatély there was n ' o rain nor wind, and the

storm was paSSIng to the west of us. A flash of lightningr

showecI us the moon shiningpr, with somé stars and silvery,
clouds, and then left us" in darkness again.

Nôw, Jerome,", I said, 11, you never told me you were

night-blind * before ; the storm is over, the water will

not rise much higrher, we must'wait here till sunrise ; tell

me how you fint came rht-blind."

I never liked to talk of it, or I would have told you

aU about it ; it almost made me give up lumberinger, it

shook me so. 'Put your axm in mine; sit close. I will

put my foot out to, mark if the creek rises, and it, may

please God that we may get through the night.e-

We sat for a long, time without speaking, the noise

of the river was too much for us. Jerome was just

telling me that the water had., risen to, wifdh two

feet of the top of the rock. ' I wa s in the act of legn-

incr forward to, feel it, when some thumped heavily

aggaù1st le rock. Jerome felt with his foot, to, see if it

hàd lodged. At the same moment there was another

thump, then a grating and jarring against the rock;

something haël rested on it, for the water curled up sud-

denly, and came within one foot of where we were

sitfin-cr close together. We strained, and pushed, and

stmined'again, but we could not move the lodged stick.

Just as we gave up all thought of getting it of, another

stick came down, then another,_ and jammed against the

one on the rock, pushinor it across. Jerome screamed to
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me, to step over the sticks and let them pass ; he, *'*till

holding by my hand, did so, at once. I tried, and shpped,
and fell between two sticks,. just as they were bem-cr

jammed togetliéi,« and the arm, was broken like a twig,,

and the flesh crushed. Jerome heard me cry out, and

thin«king I was falling off the rock, pulled mé back with

all his force.- ., The stick of timber slid overthé rock,
followed by the others, and away they went down the

stream, while I sank almost fainting with pain into the

water. Jerome pulled me back, askinor me what was

the matter. Suddenly I saw light. The joy made me for-

get my pain* - Il Its day again!'5 I cried. What a sigght

was then revealed around us! The timber from the

upper part of Beaver Creek was co, down with the

freshet. Several sticks had lodaged. on our rock, and it

was a mercy we were not both swept aw-a arm.

began to pain me, and yet in my confusion n0-ýW--- ay

of getting of until the crëek.'fell, whiéh we knew wouldý-------

be in three or four hours. I was lookingg, up the river,

watching the timber co down, and nursing my

broken arm, when Jerome éried out, 'IlIt's jamming at the

rapid below; we shall soon get of.'5 True enough, there

was a j am about fdly yar& from us at a turn of the river,

and near the head of the rapid. Jerome cauàht a good-

sized stick. I held on to, it with my sound hand and

arm., and soon we were safély landed on the jam.

We reached the shanty after the men had dispersed

to work, but in the course of the day Jerome and I got

a ride to, the seulement, where I soon got cùred of the'

t-blind and of my broken arm.

,Týw, sîr, I have told, you what I know about theN-

VOL. I.

Z
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.P
ig expenence is suchghtblind and my, as I hope few-

will éver lie troublecl with but one of the gentlemen has
z.been fitÉ'là_the lu iberinC, countxyý and Ive no doubt he

has seen many night-bEnd men. Ile vill tell you as weU
how it'comes on and how it is cured; and now by your

leave, mr, I 'Il liet MY PIPIEý, just take three whil%, and
turn in.

I picked my way tbmcrh the spruce woods to my
companions' tent, ich shone like agigantic Chinese lan-

tern.) highly luminated, but of one colour ouly, and that

almost pure white for'the tent was new, and made of.
very white but strong cotton. I pushed aside
the cauvas curtain of the ten4 which was closely shut to,
keep out -the mSquitoes, and found ray'friends on each
side of a large sheet of paper.- on whieh they were plotting
the day's work. I thought; said one, you had turned
in half an hour ap

So I should 'have done.,7 1 replied., bId ---- not Laronde
kept me awake with a sztory of night-bhudness, with

which he was attacked when in the Ma âwan and I
came to ask you whether you ever beard of or saw a

iidght-blind 'man when you were on the Otta-wa or the
St. Maurice F

I have known as umy as seven night-blind men," he
replied'. in one shanty of thirty.1

IE[ow are they- kffected I asked.

TheY are absolutely blind during the absence of the
sun they are 1nSeý to any artificial %14 although.

perhaps, they might sS a ç-tmug:flaslh from an elecùifyic
machine, as they cm ç-ee wheu it is I myself

lave- led blind-- men over portages. Iu lumbering districts
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this disease is so well known now, that when driving the

Ùnîbejýýin, the spring, the night-blind men -always leave

the drive in time to Teach the shanty by daylight if

necessary.'

What is the cause of night-blindness P Did you ever

have any satisfactory explanation ?

Never ; the lumbermen think it arises from eating.

too much fât pork during the long winter months. The

men«ý- do not seem to suffer much pain. There is no

inflammation, as in snow-blindness ; the only pain ý is

above the eyes and across the forehead in the line of

the eyebrows. It does not interfere with their work in

--fhe- day-time-;- at -night- they- have t-- be led to their bed,,
-. ,ùnd their food plâced before them. They must be treated

in every respect like stone-blind. men; but as soon as

the sun is about to come above the horizon,' they see

without difficulty!

You do not think that the snow has anything to do

with it', then P

Certainly not ; I have been snow-blind myself, and

you know well enough what that affection is; but night-

blind men dont sufer at a]% as far as I could see. It is

worth knowing, perhaps, that night-blind men alWays,

recover their sight'as soon as they reach the settlements

and get a change of diet.'

M2
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CITAPTER 'XI.

THE MOUNTAINý OR TOP OF TUE RIDGE, PORTAGE.

CoolemS in the Woods-Balsam Trees-%Echel's Musk-rat
3fichel's Breakfast- Details of the Top of the Ridgae 1ýortage-

Thé XLountain-«--%Lchel and the Theodolite-.Louis, and the Canoe
-Nipi nipi!-Louià" Caution about drinkincr cold Water when

hot-Death of Indian-louiàBeverage-Indian Burial Rites-
Il le

Tête de Boule Affection - Swampy Crees, Mode of Burying their
Dead-Pope's Allusion to the Dog being buried with his Master-

customs Of indians never change-Montagg-nais Burials in 1631
-Curious Customs-Pointincr with the Lips-Indian Mode of

Snarino, the Canada Grouse-Trout Lake-A 0 on Wetuoss
le -Precautions against Colds-Montagnais formerly anointed their

Bodies with Seal W-Odahwah Customs.

ramed all night and I let the men sleep till late
1ýi! iPi the morning. They wereT eýaxy -vdth yesterdays.

work, and the gentlemen underto, to cook breakfast

while they slept. We had had, some experience in that de-
ýP partment durincs our explorations of the country between

Iàa;ke Superior, Red River, and the Saskatchewan Valley.
One arranged the fire, - a most important operation in

rainy weather when cookinor is in contemplation; two weré
despatched to- eut large sheé ts of birch-bark to knead the
bread on; a fourth chopped wood and assisted in coax-
in thefire to burn. Our eforts were quite successful,
for, -notwithstandbao,,r the pouring rain, we madè à large

fire, which was pronounced fit for any camp in wet
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woods. The operations of kneading and baking, or rather

roasting in the '-- *--.U-Dan.,, were successffilly performed.

under cover of a birch-bark umbrella, and beforé the

men had 1 fnished their sleep,9 we had made bread, such

as it wassufficient for the days consumption. Ourfire was

placed at the foot of a large balsam spruce. The heat

soon made the resinous matter ignite, and while we were

in the height::ýf our culinary operations, the tree took

fire, and, notwithstanding the rain, the forked flames

crackled among the branches with so loud a noise as to

wake the Indians who were lying under a temporary

tent constructed of spruce and birch-bark. The Nasqua-

pee sprang up, and, ninning to) the burning tree, snatched

something from, one of the lower branches. It was a

musk-rat which, he -Yad killed the evening before, and

designed for his breakfast. The other Indians after

looking at the burning tree for an instant, turned round ï,
and went to sleep again. Michel busied himself with his

musk-rat, preparing it for roasting--ýe we threw water

on the trunk of the tree and extinguished the flaming

resin, which was slowlytrickling dovu and making our

fire uncomfortably smoky.
- it is not an easy matter to cook in the open air during

heavy rain: the bread requires to be protected, both

during the important process of kneading as well as when

roasting before the fire in a ftying-pan; everything is wet

and unpleasant, and india-rubber coats are not the Most

suitable garments for those engaged around a hot fire.

Considering the inconveniences under which we laboured,

the effort was highly successfal and thoroughly appreciated.

Michel roasted and ate his rat with great gusto,'inviting

4 4Aý
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eacli in turn- t'o partake of -the delicacy, but we were

content with our soup of pressed vegetables and pork, tea
fil cooled by the rain, and innocent of milk or sugar-whieh

were voted useless luxuries for hard-working explorers in

these magnificent wilds.

After breakfast we retirècl to, one of the tents, compared

notes, and. summed up 'I The Top of - the Ridge Portage.?

Its length is two miles and forty-one chains, or a ttle

over two miles and a half. The greatest élevation of the

Montagnais path is 818 feet above Ojia-pi-si-tagan Lake,
and 1,460 feet above the sea. It descends very-su-ddenly-

at its northern extremity 312 feet to a lake from which

Cold-water River issues. This stream falls -consequently
fil 506 feet in about two miles and a half, by a series of
jIl 1 cascades, some of which are very beautiful, but broken by

masses of rock and boulders without number. The fore-

details will show that this tage is a most

for *dable obstacle, and it required much exertion to,

f0 Our baggage and canoes over it. The men suffered

much from the heat and the flies, but, with the exception

of one who drank too much ice-cold water, none of them,

complained.

The gorge or narrow valley through w Cold--

water River has found its way is flanked y magnifi
cent mountains nsing ;,é

about 2,000 feet above e lake,
wildly rugged, boulder covered, and for the most part

it"Wut vegetation. The most westerly mountain possesses

a peculiar interest -o*n account of its being a long-established

land-mark and rendezvous of di6-di-fferent,-trib-es of the

Montagnais nation. Michel could not tell me the name

by which it was known amng the tribes. He called it
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the 1 Great Mountain,' and usually added, 1 from which

you see Big-water and Ashwanipi.'l

About noon the rain ceased, aýnd we sent the men

to bring the canoes and rem * * a part of the baggage

from, the summit, where they'had been left the night

before.

In an hour and a half they began toi drop in with

their Joads, and wretched-lookincr beings -they were,
being thorougghly wet w-Ah the drops from th6 bushes and

trees bord éring the path. The Nasqua'pee came - first,

carrying the legs of the theodolite, which Mr. Gaudet

had gi * o his charge, and which he regarded' with

great respect, always placinûr them by his side at niû,,rht.

He looked upon the theoçlolite as a great medicineý, and

thought he was hi-rhlv honoured when entrusted with

the legs of this instruinént.- . His tatooed face was, beam-

ing with cheerfulness as he gently laid his treasure dovm

on the rock and looked towards the owner for the

usual genial nod of approbation with which he rewarded

him. Next came Louis: in fact, the Nasquapee and the

Montagnais were always' togýther ; they aloné -could--

understand one another, , "and both being of rather a

talkative turn, -they lost no opportunity of havincr a chat.

Poor Louis was carrying a canoe, and as he lifted his

burden from his shoulders and disclosed, his face, he

présented a most ludicrous figure. His. long hair hung

in lank muses over his face ; his eyes shone like glow-

worms beneath and through them; he was perspu*-m*g most

profusely, and evidently a little exhausted, for as soon as

he laid 'his burden- upon the grass, bottom. upwards, he

sat down upon a fallen * tree, swept the hair from his face,
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and said to, Micher,-- 'Nipi,-,ni*p*l' (Water, water,!). I

jumped up and gave him a tin cup full of warm tea; he

tossed it off, and I asked if he w ôuld like some more P

k%oný not good to drink too much when hot.'

Warm tea will not hurt you cold water is very

bad.'

Seen Indian die, Winking toomuch cold water when

hot.'

When did that happen P

Oh, one day hunting caribou. I was with another

-- wie wounded a caribou, and ran- after it far, fax.
-t;ý -thinghot; we came

Day' very hot, sunýho,ýtroýéU ery

to a piece of ice in a hole, and water near it, Indi'

stogpéd. down, to drink, I said, Il Don't drink much, just

wet mouth.1ýý and ran on. Caribou fell -é- I cut its throat and

waited, for indian. Indian no come; went back, saw bïm

Iying' with his face in the water, called him, touched
Ihim - Indian dead.

to run o 3o Lar o ay

without P

Drank when I got caribou.'

c What did you dr:înk P - was there water near F
"No; drank caribou blood first, then when I'got to

water where *the Indian was dead, drank a little water, by

and b a little more."

IWhat did you do with the Indian7s bodyF

&Covered it with stones: too far to carry it back to

lodge. Squaw come next day, ca=-biin-t-u-lodge and

bury him.

Do the squaws among your people carry the bodies of

ze ru!

jo
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their husbalids or children to their burying places if they

die a long* way off?'

IYès, in winter always; in summer sometimes, not

always.

A singular instance of Indian afection. or superstition

regarding the body of a deceased relative or friend

occurred among theý Tête de Boule Tndians,* -on the

St. Maurice. young fellow went out hunting in his

canoe, alone, and was absent for several days longer than

his.mother, a widow, expeéîted; she became anxious, and

finally set out i"-éarch of him. She knew the lakes

weIl where he was gone to hunt, and examined. them

one after the -other. After three days' search, she saw îît

canoe on the opposite side of a lake. Paddling towards

it, she found her son lying on the sand in front of his

canoe, shot througgh the heart. Ris gun had evidently

gone off as he was lifting it out, the cock having pro-

bably caught the bar of the canoe. The mother wrapped

the body of her son in birch-bark and brought it for

The Tête de Boule Indians hunt about the headwaters of the St. Maurice,
a large tribubtxy of the St. Lawrence, draining a considerable area of country

between Montreal and Quebec. They were once a numerous and formidable

people, but small-pox, that terrible de-ýastator of the Indian race, and rum,
the white ums swift agent of destruction, has so greatly reduced their

uni'bers, that they do not now exceed thirty families.

curious custom of placing near the gmves qf-ýheWiféýf&rteýd fiiends, wbiell

are generally neatly covered a smaU pile of fire-wood, for

the use - of the spii7à of thedead, on their journey to, the happy hunting-

grounds. The Indians of the interior and the prairies place tobacco and ifc'

wild rice in or near the graves of their :relatives, and thus provide for

their comfbrts, on the long journey to, the land beyond the settinc sun.

The superstition is of . the same character, but displayed in a different,

manner.
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is very rougrh and the portages many and long erthe-
ICI

less this poor Tête de Boule squaw carried the body- of-

her son over them, all, that he might lie by the. side -of his

father.

The Montagnais and Nasquapees bury their dead like the

Swampy Crees, who élig with their woloden snow-shovels a

hole about three feet deep, whieh is-""sometimes lined with

pieces of wood. The body is placed on its side, as if

sleeping, but sometimes it is put in a sitting posture.

'They wrap it in skins, or a blanket if they have one, with

the gun, axe, fire-steél, flint, tinder, and kettle placed,--py

its side. Sometimes the Indian's docts are hung up. at tee

head of the grave. They aýways place the body east'

and west-the head towards'-the west, the land of* the

happy hunting-grounds. A medicine man stands before

the grave and harangues the soul of the dead, it

advice how to act in the other world whitherit lias

gone. Then the grave is fdled up, and a little birch-

bark hut* built over- it. Through the little «--Vý Mdow

which is left the relations thrust M* bits of tobacco, deer

meat', and other trifles. When a 'woman is buried, her

paddles are placed the little lodge over the grave.-

as well as. her wooden dishes. Wlhen a child is buriédl
Ji îý aU its little play-things are carefully collected and laid

in a little lodge over it, and sometimes tiny snow-shoes"'

axe hung before it.

Who remembers Pope's allusion to the custom of
IM!,

Indians kî1ýng and burying the do along. with bis

master P

I d'n7t,'- said one, I don't,' said another, and II

don7t,' said a third.
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Well, here it is:

Le, the poor Inclian! whose untutoiýd mind

Sees God in elouds, or heàrs him in the wind;

But ýhinkse admitted te that equal sky,

Ris faithful dog-,shall bear him company.*

& These customs, are common, ftom -the Pacific to the

Atlantic ; they differ only in minor details-sometimes

they lay the body on a platform eight or ten- feet from

the ground, and sometimes, wher'e there is no soil, as on

those barren rocks, thýy pile a heap of stones:over the dead,

as on Uke Huron. Indian cqstoms nevéi change they

are like the Indians themselves, they will all go uncha'nged

down to _the grave as long as they rémain heathens.'

WeU, but how did Pope knQw about the -dogs? said

one of the listeners.

i tell you the CU-Stoms of Indians in a savage state

never change, and 0 -the Algonkin races have.-the same

customs. The Montagnais and Nasquapees are Algonkin

as well as the Crees and 0jibways. Surely Pope had

plenty of opportunity of ieading accounts of Algonkin

races in his timè. Besides, there is not a Huron grave in

Upper Canada, oran Iroquois grave in Ïbe-States that

you may chance to open, but you will find the bonés--of a

dog or some other small animal in it.'

Well, but the Hurons and Iroquois were not Algonkib

That only shows, the custom of burying the dogý;*wýàh

his master is common to different Indian families or races.

But here are the men comingwith, *the other canoe, 'so we

must let Pope alone for the present.

Pope's Emy on Man.'
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When the Montactuais were first * * by the Jesuits

in 1631-) if ainy member of a fami1y died in a lodge, tjie

body was not taken out of the door, but an opening was

made -in the back close to where theýdead body was

lyinç,,, and -t-.htou,£eh--this operang the body was drawn.

The door was considèred to be for. the living, not for the

deaà. In winter, when the g'round - às frozen hard, the

Corpse was placed on a stage ten. or twelve feet from the

trround, there to remain until the ground -%vas thawed in the

spring, wheu itý- was burieà in their places of sepulture.

At the death of any memberof the family, the relations

struck- the sides of the lodzgýý utterincr loud cries of 'I Oue 1,
oue! ou'e 1 " in order, as they believed, to draw the spirit of

the departed out of their dwelhn,,çrs.

AU the property of the deceased was buried with the
-ts never entioned again

body, and his or her name w- m m

ordinary convemation, or when fheywere spoken ofit

was by another name. If the de'ceased was-a man, his

bows, arrows, and spear and -_*jeld were placed above

his gmve, and a do,,çr was buried with him if a wo an-

her moccasins and snow The body, was bent

double, the head bein placed between the knéesC

It continued to rain at intervals- durinçr the afternoon,

but we pushed on regardles-s of the wet. Silver waterfalls

were seen tumbling down the sides of the stupendous
-wa-le-L-a-pas Lake.

rocks on the Sîý;th or Ka jib The

ea s of the igîùýintains were veiled in mist, all was

gloomy, silent àncl çrrand. As we approached the shore, I

felt a genfle toùeh on my çshoulder; it , zàs Pierre, my steers-

man. I looked round, and observed him pointi% with his

ReIaùomý des Jésuites, 1631.
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lips towards an object on shore. It was an otter but

the, noise made by the other canoes alarmed ýthe animal

before we got within gunshot.

Two king:âshers* were:fl . g from one dead branch to

another, but none of us thought it worth while to waake

the echoes by firiner at such game, although the Indians

looked af them as if they thought they.would make a'
capital addition to our smoked bacon.

The manner. in which Indiaùs point with -t-heir---lips

îs very peculiar, but it is universal among wood Indians,
and it arises no doubt from. their hands beincy em-

ployed with the paddle,'or from a desire not to make

any motion which might disturb the 'object to whicli

they wish to caU attention. Lonor practice enables them

to protrude their lips, so as to ve them, a*very un-

plea-sant appearance; even when on shore they frequently

point with theirlips, if their hands are engaged.

An Indian steering a can-é las neither of his hands at

liberty,; from his position bein-g- more elevated, he gene-

rally discovers a bird or animal, in the water before the

bowsman. To avoid alarming the animal he gives a jerk

to the ca]ýoe, his companion looks at him, and his attention

is directed to the object by the steersman pointing with

his lips, with a forward' and upward motion of the head.

We'crossed the next pprtage in the rain, and, being

thoroughly wet, thought it best to move on. The ascent

was only, fifty-four feet, and the distance to carry eighteen

Chain , or about a - qu-wter of a mile.* Another lake

broug4t us to, another portage, also short, and with a rise

of fifty-seven feet, which'led us into Ojita-seu-taçyan, or-

Aleedo alcyon. - Linn.
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Heïght of 'Land Lake, at the foot of a subordinate water

In crossing the portage Pierre saw a ' partridge, or

Canada grouse, sitting on the branch of a tree. He

stopped with. his load, and said that if I fired' I might

fiighten any larger game which it was not improbable we

might see, as he had. just observed fresh caribou tracks.

He then eut a stick eight feet long, and made a noose

of twine, and'cautious1y approached the bird, which, ac-

cording to, its habit, quietly waited, until the noose was

placed, before, it, when it thrust its head in and was

caucrht; but as Pierre was tri-timphantly carrying -his prizé

towards me, with the bird struggling in the air, the

noose gave way and off it flew,' after short but very

(ýmbarrassmg gyrations, on the grâ und, -- during which we
ýJ
P vainly endeavoured to catch it. This mode of snaring the

partridge, or Canada grouse as it ought to be caÙed, is

usually Èractised by the Indians, as well asý by settlers

the inhabited parts of Canada, where the bird is comynoin.

Mr. Bell, of the Canadian Geological Surveytook large
Ilis descripti

Jî numbers of this bird in the same manner. ion

is given in Sir William Logans' Report forI 8 5 7.

On the way we killed a number of Canada grouse every day,
but other game was rather scarce. The,. grouse were always

Z: very tame, and we generally Idffled them in a way that would
surprise most peo le. When, we came upon a covey we gave
it a sudden sta1t,ý which made the birds fly up into the sur-
rounding trees. A rod was then cut, -to the end of which was
fastened a noose. This was held up close in front of the nearest
bird, which generally darted its Uéad into the noose; but if it
did not do so, then the noose was gently passed over the heaê4-,
and by a sudden erk the bird was brought to the ground.
In this way we went from one bird to another, and usually
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secured al saw that were within reach. Sometimes they
are killed with s-tones., and it is wonderful to see -how pertina-
Cious1y a bird will sit, however near the Stone may whiz past

it, until it receives such a blow as will knock it over. -Even
when struck, if not severely * *ured., it will occuionally remain
Sitting.

Two hours more broucrht us to the Ma-ta-me-gose ka-
fie

tats, or Trout Lake, which lies at the summit, and from
ýe,

which Cold-water River takes its rise. The portage sepa-

rating the -last two lakes is very steep,, wet, and rough. It

rises 326 fee4 and its summit is 1,556 feet above the sea.

The Indians called it the Height of Land Portage ; but it

reaRy is nothinor more than a spur of the great table

land, of Labrador, coming from the NW. and separatinçr

the waters of the east branch of the Moisie from those of

the main river.

Cold-water River, in a course of twenty miles, fOs

11,430 feet.

Some idea of the mountainous character of the country

May be obtained from this great faJl in so short a dis-
ýU,

tance.

The lichens and the mosses on' the portages became

more beautiful thau ever. These pioneers of vegetation

assume the most fantastic forms and » brilliant colours.

Most-common.1-y they grow in ciréles, some two and even

three feet in diameter. They are found in aR parts of

the rocks, and add a singular beauty to the wild scene.

The lichens and mosses are silently destroying theýUr-
face rock and preparing it for the disintegrating action of

atmospheric, agents. I measuréd the depth of the caribou

moss, and found it to be siîteen inches. Other species

were of more luxuriant growth. still, and in so- me lo-w and
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moist places the lovely carpet w, as two feet thick, and soft

as a bed of eider down.

Fresh reindeer or caxibou tracla- were s'een on the

portage,, not more than a few hours old ; 'but we could not

spare the time for, huntinz. The country was so much

more difficult than we expected, that every hour 1 was

valuable which would allow" us to make proggress and get

neaxer to the table land. lu our camp, we had

to, choose between deep wet 'oss and hard rock. We
alt e could Push a stick

preferred the moss, hough w

two feet through without any dîflicuItYý and a pool of

ivater soon filled the imprefflon made by our feet after

standing-for a few minutes. But how were we to make

camp in such a wet bed N7oâin.7 more -simple when

sapin* or balsam,.çpn-tee is at hand.

The tent is firà erected, and a layer of sapin, about a

foot thick,, is placed over the floor of the tent. It forms a

dry, and comfôrable bed. I often w ondered why none

of us took cold We were wet all day long, ever since
IS1eý wet places

we left the Mo' This arose from RU 01
on the portages, or flounýdrîug through acres of Dabrador

teà-plant covering deèp mos& We often dept on wet

ground andwhen it rained. we had nothing but wet

sapin with whieh to wv er the floor of our tents ; yet none

4.: of us took-cold except the 0., not having any
xtensive change ge.of times com-very e trments., were some

pelled to sleep in their wet clothes. 1 always instructed

the men to, chanae their élothes at night, and when ihey

were w. eary and would g1adly hav, e s1unk of and lain

do-%vn in their wet clothes, 1 took ca-re that they should

'Thebranehes of the white spmm

------------

Z. 'AI
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change or dry them before retiring to rest. It is to this

great caution in avoidinor sleepi --clothes that I

attribute the -éxêëlFeiit---s---t-ate of health in which they all.

were who strictly adhered to, the practice of -sleeping

in dry clothes.

Formerly the Montagnais were accustomed to, anoint

theïr bodies5 from head to, foot, with seal oiL They be-

came by this artifice less sensible to'heat. and cold, less

liable to, suffer from the e5ects * of continued exposure to

wet and damp, and were not so much exposed to the

atfacks of -mesquitoes,,black flies, &c. It will. be shown

in the sequel, that sinée most of them have adopted

.European habits, and ceased to anoint theîr bodies with

seal oil- they are very liable , to colds and influenza, and

numb-ers, die eveýy year on the.coast.

In tiffiés many of the Indian tribes adopted

excellent customs for ensuring hardihood and bodily

endurance, som»e of which, when carried to too great an

exten4 no doubt proved very injurious to theirr consti-

tutions. The Odahwah Indians wer' in the habit of

subjectin-g the young to, severe discipline, and one of their

regidations was the tàking of a bath at daybreak every

morming in the spring of the year when the water was

cold.*

ABsiknaC«ký the. 1 oclahwah warrior', to whom, reference is mýde in a

preceding chapter, describes the mode of bringing up children among the
Odahwahs of Lake ][luron in the following words:

With regard to the manner of bringing up Indian children, nothing eau be
more erroneous tha-n to suppose that the young were allowed to grow up

without any -sort of discipline. So far from this having been the case, in
addition to, the ordinary way of correcting children, there were many offier
restraints imposed upon. the youn"g. The Indians Imew in their primitive

state, apparently as well as civilized communities, that children too much

VOL. I. N
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humoured and neglected, in moral training when young, as they grow up axe

apt to become turbulent and bad members of society. As one of the most

effective means for training and forming the character of the Indian youth,

fasting seems tohave been esta:blislied and practised from time imynemorial,.

and prevailed, I am led to believe, universally among the Indian tribes of

this continent. Aisoon as chîldren were thought capable of reasoning they

were required to practise fasting, until they were married. Besides their

regularly abstaining Iýom food for so many days successivély, at different

parts of the year, they were obliged to fastbefore, they were allowed to talie

any of the wild fruits of the earth, at the dîfferent seasons as they became

ripe. The same rule was observed with regard to the produce of the farm.

The Indians were most exact in enforcing their rules of fasting. With

young children it lastec1 the whole day, aed if a child put anything in -his

mouth during the day, as, for instance, snow or a piece of icicle-which

children are very apt to do when playing in the open air in winter-that

day went for nothing, the child was then permitted to ea4 with strict in-

junctions to renew his fast the next day. It was also im

mentupon those children who m --- ested a disposition to be disobedient

and disrespectful; aald was found an excellent means of discipline to make

children sensible of their duties, and exercised a wholesome restraint'upon

thé youth. Wth young men from sixteen to twenty-five.years of age it was

no longer necessary to remind them of the practice. It was looked upon as

a duty by every young man, who haël too much honourable feeling to sub-

mit to the sneers of his companions as a worffiles« glutton. -They moreover
s- at, in

believed gluttony to be highly di p easing th

order to obtain special favours from him.,'it was absolutely necessary to

restrain the appetite. The young men frequently spent one or two months

during the winter in fasting, taldmo- only one meal in the dày after sunset.

In summeiiess time was spent, but the fast was more severe ; it lasted from

two to four and evenfive days, according to the strength of the individual.

On these occasions it was usual for the young men to withdraw from the

family residence to a retired spot, under the shade of a tree, where they

passed their time in fasting and contemplation. To this spot the mother

sometimes repaired with a small buneh of wild unripe berries, which she

susTended from a twig about a foot and a Êalf £rom the ground, so that the

young man might have the poor consolation of fixino- his eyes occasionaRy

upon them. The sight of these berries had the efect of watering the mouth

in the same -vvýay as"we feel before tasting any unripe fruit., especially when

we have reason to suspect its beincr sour. The drea's of the last night

which, tenninated their regulax fasth-cr days at any time of the year were

considered the most important, and were carefully studied as revelations

from the Great Spirit. In the -evenino- small wigwams werè put up at a

little distance, from the family residence, eacli just big enough for the

accoirnmodation of one person. The youths who were practising the rite of

fastine had to take up their quarters in these lo4ges for the night, using, if

ossible, only new furniture. Next morning it was the duty of the grand-
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mother, or some other elderly female, to visit, the y-oung fasters by daylight.

The first thing she did was to make - a- v ery thin corn soup, or some kind of
broth, aftèr which ee went to ask -t1rem. one by one of their dreams. She

congoTatulated those who ha;d- favourable dreams upon their good fortune;

but for those who had unlucky dreanLs she threw a piece of fur of some

animal on the fire, in ord * er to a-vert the consequences of sueh ill-omened

visions. The longest fast'practised among the Indians lasted ten days,

durincr which time it was indispensable that the cimdidates for the special
honours which. it secured should neither taste anything nor sleep. They

were made to dance every night, and sometimes were put in small cribs

suspended from, -the ground, which were moved sideways, like a cradle, for

the purpose of inducin sleep. Those who yielded - and- feH - --- asleep--

dismissed forthivith as unworthy. Most frequently 0 the e mdidates fOed;

but on some rare occasions one or two succeeded in completing the time.

Even with these, however, this severe undertaking seems to, have exceeded
the Po iers of nature, as those who were successful - though regarded ever

after with a certain degree of superstitiois veneration-never fully recovered

from the effects of it. Besides fasting, the youncr people had to abstain from,

certain Idnds of animal food, and from, certain parts of animals, for instance,

the head, the meat neax the bone, and the marrow. 'They were also strictly

prohibited from eating blood until after they were married, when tbey were

no longer subject to restraint. Girls were considered marriageable at ffteen,

but it was customary for a young man to "main single until he wais twenty-

five years of agge, after whieh he might take a wifý if he likec4 or rather if

his paxent. chose.

,'-Young girls when fasting rubbed élay on their temples, whilst the young

men partially blackened their faces, or occasionally painted them. with one
or two other colours. This cuztom. can scarcely fe to recall a similar one

recogSnised among the Jews, as the disfiguring of faces on fasting days is

distinctly noticed in the New Testament. Like the Jewse also, the Indians

reggarded several animals as unfit to be eaten; in fact, they had strong

prejudices against their flesh. Among the féathered tribes I may mention

the raven, the crow, the blue jay, the owl, and many others;. and amongst

quadrupeds the fox, the mink, the wolf, &c.
The degrees of relationship extended a great way among the Indians;

and it was prohibited by custom, to contract marriage within the forbidden

bounds. To give an idea of the operation of this usage, suppose that an

Indian A. had a cousin. B., the son of A. and the grand-daqhter of B.

would be placed within the forbidden degrees of kindred, and should marnia-ge,

taIre place between the parties, the son of A. would be considered as marry-

ing his-niece. In the English language, it has often appeared io me, there

is a great ý,want of words to express the various degrees of relationship.

Instead of using difFerent words, the Englishman says my fIrst, second, third

cousin, and so, on. In Indian there are àppropriate terms t'o express the

different degrees of consan i îty; even in spealdng to, or pf, female

-relatives, tlie same terms are not used as when spealdng of the me'-"
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CELAPTER XII.

TROUT TAK TO LAK NIPISIS.

Trout Lake-The «Outlook'-Magnificent Scenery-Beauty of

the Lichens-A Herd of Caribou-Too late-Bear Skull-

- Anecdote of a Bear - Dogs scenting a Bear in the Winter -
Bear Hunts - Ferocity of thèse Animals -Montagnais Supersti-

tions-Bones of Porcupine -Bones and Blood of Bears -Mosquito

Lake - A Labrador Trout Stream - Ambro and Ambrosis -
Michel sick - The Hospital in the Wood - Indiau Medicines -

Diéanis and Visions-Causes of Disease amongst-Indians -Wolves

Ferocity of Wolves - A Storm on Lake Nipisis - Wind-

1,ýàund - Vegetation on Lake Nipisis - Manicouagan Lake -
The Fire Mountain of the Nasquapees --w----Père Arnaud - Journey

up the Manicouagan - Nasquapee sick -Lýmeùtab1e._Tncidezt

among the--Tête de Boule Indians -Père Arnaud"s Diflîcuffiés--ý_

Winter Life in the Woods of the Labrador Peninsula - The

Ptarmig= -The 1ýèturn of thý Priest.

lit! IHM is the lake where we separated from the four other'

cames Y said Michel to Louis, as we stood on the

of a bare mound of gneiss, 330 feet above Trout
0'e -flàanding a magnificent view. There is

Lake and com

River it rises in Mata-'il If" i Atachikamislush, or Cold-water.

mecrosekatats, or Trout Lake, below us. At the other end

of that lake, where, we go to-mo'row, is a little stream full

of trout; it leads to Lake Nipisls, where there is also,

plenty of trout and ko-ko-mesh (a- variety oÈ salmon

trout). The east branch of the Moisie flows through Lake

;ïï Nipisis, and goes past those moùntains away round that

high peak we go up Lake Nipisis, then up a ri-ver
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and throuch lakes to, the Height of Land; Ashwanipi lies

-"--just on the other s*ide.

Trout Lake is 154 8 feet above the sea, and about a mile

and a half'broad. It is very shallow and contains nlime-

rous fragments of rocks, and abounds in trout: hence its

name. But the chief point of interest which attaches to,

it arises from, the fact, that it is the lake where the two,

trails to, the coast meet; and no doubt in former times it

was à place of some importance to the Indians, and a well-

knowÜrendezvous, where food could always be obtained,

and an outlook from which they could distinguish the

telegraphie fires by night or smoke by day made by

their fiiends to, give notice of a -successful hunt of the

welcome neighbourhood of caribou, or of the drea-ded

approach of an enemy. Looking south frým the-mounttdn- ---

where we were sitting, surrounded by bleached bones of

deer tb-e-remain"ffôrmer feasts, we saw the jagged crests

of the range of the Top of the .Ridge projected clearly

against the bluesky, or wrapped in clouds which rapidly

passed away to, be replaced à others coming swiftly from

the west. Some of the lak-es of Cold-water River valley

were visible like distant ponds, and glistening patchesof

snow shone brightly on the north'side of the mountains,
although, July was at hand.

But- the colou-rs"-èf the rocks were most striking, and

contrasted with the gloomy green of the spruce fàrest and

the narrow strips of birch -which intersect them in the

valley. Out of those dark solitudes rise the purple moun-

tains in grand walls of labradorite, or sloping away to, the

sky in cold masses of gneiss; near at hand are dwarf trees

growing from. crevices in. the rock, but. with forms of
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exquisite grace as'they hang over- a - precipic e or grow

under the shadow of a roche moutonné. Language fails

to, express the beauty of the mosses and lichens. They
---- areý-ofall--coloursi-f-rom--:&osted silver to, - vermilion, from

deepet orange to velvet black. AR countries and all

climes have some peculiar beauty which they may claim

exclusv-ely as their own. The ýviIds of the Labrador

Peninsula in the interior have their mosses and lichens, for'

ever eliçiting expressions of wonder and admiration from

-our lips, always making us regret that we could not carry

away some of those miniature gardens of beauty, or

preserve the wondrous time-_staýý_which, like fairy -rings,

cling to, Ahe - harsh gneiss- and ýlotheL

lovelinèss. From a mere time-stain toi a thick, heavy,

and pulpy th-allus, varying in colour from the most vivid

green through all the greys to the richest and deepest

velvet black, they creep over the harsh and unyielding

rocks, cover the deep cracks with a treacherous mande,

beautify jagged points, growing and flourishing wherever

light can come. Sometime,,q-the pendant usnea hung-in---- -
massesýfro tre ýj_

and---stunted --fôr--ésts for miles' are

clothed with this hoary livery.

The rock- where we were seated is e-ven now a favourite
outlook' of the Indians who hunt on the Moisie. It has

evidently -been a spot to which they have resorted for

ages past. Michel was just saying that caribou were
cornmon, here once, and that we might see many ôld

tracks and paths in the valley below.

'I wa-s engaged at the time in ' taking -notes,' my
brother was s«ketching the landscape, when I heard--a.------,

.................
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low hiss behind* me; it was Louis, who wanted to cull

Our attention without making -any noise., and who

dared not move in order to touch us. My brother and I

turned round just in time to see the Nasquapee stretch

his arra cautiously up the rock to get a gun which, I had

put out of harm's way, and Louis, with suppressed. ex-

citement, was pointing towards a herd of caribou whieh

were passingy at the foot of the hill, not 150 yards from,

where we were seated. The deer stopped, heàring the

noise of the men brlncn*ng the canoes on the op-posite sidel,

they pricked up their ears and -sniffed the air, and, be ore

-Michel could point the gun, bounded off.

Stuck on a dead branch bard by wàs;' a -bear's

Michel said that Dome ý*que had killed it thêre two year . s

ago. I took it down and was going to bring it lth me,

but Michel beggged Louis to ask me to. let it remain-----ml it

was not luck to take ît away, it ought not to be touched.

But he would leave a piece of tobacco between the jaws-,

if I would give him, a bit, and that would preserve

our luck, otherwise we should see no mo'_e--bears« during'-

summer.

I askèd Louis whether the Nasquapee had any super-

stition about the bones of animals, and particularly of

-bears.--]Ele shook his head in reply, and said that it.was

much better to leave the bones alone'; he'remembered

the tâne when he- was hunting with two other Indians

and tbey came to a bear hole, and while he was, em-

ployed in cutting away the branches which the animal

2generall'y lfore the entrance to the domicile he

bas adopted or scooped out, the bear ?rang through
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the branches, passed between his legs,- -and bit the other
man, who was' standing ready with his gun. He was

finally kffled by the other Indian, who shot him. -as hé lay

rolling on the ground in the very act of fold4ag his

victim in his horrible embrace.

Not percelving the connexion betW;-een the bear and

the dead bones, I asked Louis to explain himself, which

hé -did characteristically as follows.

III---tell - u_; Indian who was bit in leg was once
standing close to, a tree where there was a bear skull like
this.. Indian saw partridge quite close on branch, hé
had no gun, no bow,,no, stick; he took skull and threw

it at partri4ge. When hé got home medicine man told
him bear would bite him some day and kill -him.

Dogs are very useful to Indians, in fmding bears during
the winter', when their hiding«- a-places are covered with snow.

They smeR the torpid. ammal, and thus discover his den;
but in spring the warmth of th e bear melting the snow
above him. reveals his resting-place. A bear hunt is-one
of themost exciting' events to the Montagnais, and it

proves not unfreq-uently both dangerous and disastrous.-
They love to relate round their camp fires the history..
of their encounters with this redoubtable, animal, and to,
.show the wounds they have reèelved in conflict with him.

The bew-s of Labrador are large and formidable,. and
when hungry very ferocious. They have been known

to attack and kffi Indians during the night-time when
sleeping under theïr canoes. Bears are very'fond of blue-

berries1l, and are almost always to, be seen in brûlés a few
years old, w.here they find a berry which the Montagnais

call mask-.i-,amin5 or bear-food. When a bear is. killed by
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thesé' Indians a feast is proclaimed, and all in the vicinity

are invited to partake of it.

Louis knew a Canadian ývho was swamped with his

canoe in a rapid on the river St. Marguerite. One month
aftenvards he found his bones in the b sh la mile from

the river. Bear found body, dracrçred i into the bush,

eat it. Bears -often go twoý three, four t gether : don1t

like them then, let ihem pass.'

Anionor the superstitions formerly ýprevalent among

the Montagnais, and still retained by those who do not

regularly visit the cbast, are the following.

It was considered very.unlucky to spill the blood of

the beaver, as that would prevent the hunter from being

successfal in the beaver hunt. Particular bone' of the
beaver and porcupine were never allowed to be given to

the dogs,,but were al-Ways burnt. A' - cunous Custom.

relative to particular bones exists at-- the . present day

among the. Ojibways, who hunt between Lake Supenior

and llluâon"s Bay; the, bone forming the cap of the knee

of rabbits and beaver is eut of befere the animal is-

cooked.* The Montagnais thréw the " ones of the,

porcupinie, into the fire, so tbat they might jadge by the

appearance of the flame whether they would be suc-

e ssful'in their hunt for these animals They were very

-careful that the dogs should not touch the t»pes or taste
the blood of the bears they killed, bur' .. , g '

yin the -former and

pouring the latter on the fire.

When' they threw- pine or spruce branches -où their

lodge fire, and a hissing noise, was,, produced -as the

Privatle Journal, Lake N ipigon, 18-40, by Jame'sý Anderson, Chief Factor

of
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branches burned, they muttered some words that were

considèred as a charm, which would enable thèm to kill

porcupine duricr the next hunt. The' Ojibwayvý of LalS

Superior have a similar superstition at 'the présent time.

If the wood of a hut fire ma-es a noise like an escape of

air, some one must get up and point to ihè-eýé, iiýýg a

similar noise., or one of the inmates of the lodore will

die.

The Indians frequentinçr the Moisie, as well as -those of

Mingan and Labrador, on leaving the sea-coast in, the

faU.of the year, obser've still an ancient custom of pré

serving the antlers of a doe out of the fint'slaughter

-of deer which they may encounter oniheir march inland.

Beforeý they return to, the coast in the spring, they place

the antlers on a, lake, where they sink to thé bottom
they are thus not awed

when the ice breaks up, und gn

by any cax*vorotis animal. This custom. is said to arise

from the regard entertained by the'Mèntagnais for the

caribou on which their sustenance so largrely depends.

What does Michel say, Louis I a-sked, observing the

Nasqiepee epointing to the range of Ihill and mountains

through which w*e had passed, and then to the» com-
evel country US.

pamtively 1 before

%Michel says we have got through the bad country

there are no more high mountains Eke these-the
ces are -low-la-es many, but the rivers

porta, short and
Aîî shallow and swifL'

Passin throu -e we arrived at the mouth of,9
a sm,,.dl stream flowin, in a northerly çirection. There

we caught abundance of trout. While the men were

portaging to a lake into which the streamlet issued, we
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made a way throucyh the boulders for the canoes after

having carried the baggage over.

From Trout Lake to Lake Nipisis wQ descended

through -four sheets of water and their connecting rivers,

having to carry everything over four portages, which
separýted them.

The lakes are all small, and, according to Michel, have

noIndian names. The first we called Mosquito Lake, from

the extraordinary numbers of thàt, troublesome insect,

which tormented us when *ross*ng it and the succeeding

ýportage_

The little connecting streamlet swarmed with trout, and

in it we caucrht a large number with the fly, The foliage

of the spruce -and Banksia'n pmîe were remarkably beau-

tiful in the second of these secluded sheets of water; nzM

but the insect pests were as bad as ever, and scarcely

pei-mitted us to enjoy the rocks, trees, and lichens. AU
the men were compelled to wear veils, their faces and

necks were becoinm*o, ve much swollen, and as they

paddled mournfuUy across' these little lakes they looked

from a distance like veiled, sufferers from. snow-blindness

in the spring of the year, fearing and s iunning the light.

The most ardent sportsman could scarcely stand the

attacks of -the mosquitoes, even when three fine troût

would rise and hook themselves on separate flies at. every
third or fourth cast. We fished until we caught e'ough

for supper, ând then, gathered round a 1 smudge.e L

The last portage before reaching Lake Nipisis was lon9
being nearly one mile, and letting us down 177 feet, 'Výthe difference In isls

level. between Trout and Nipi Lakes ï,
being 233 feet. On a small island in one of the lakes we
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found a câche, containin birch-bark for a tent and
fishing-hooks of Montagnais manufacture, a few Plugs
of tobacco, a httle dried cari1jou mea4 and other trifles;

they were neatly packed in birch-bark, and suspended

to, the branch of a, tree. .3fichel said they belonged

to Ambro-sis., his brother-in-laýw.

Why is he called A mbro-sicý, 1jouis?'

Michel sar, that he has two brothers-in-law Slled

Ambroise by the'mismona'es. One is older than the

' other, and they belocr to different fairnilies; but in order
to distinguish one from the other, the, elder is cýalIed

Ambro, the younger Ambro-sis, orlittle Ambro.'

Sis is, in Montagnais as in CJibway, a diminutive, and

generaRy si,,-, ifieg little or small " when applied to the

names of, men or thingss- Nipi-sis signif ies 'I little water,'

probably so called on acSunt of its shallowness.

Michel coûiplained. at night of pains and cramps in his

limbs. The poor fellow had been wet for several days

together, and'sometimes la;y down to sleep under a canoe

without -sufficiently dryirqr his leggù2,a& -][Ié found it

impossible to -find dry spruce to, lie on, and beingjike all

indians, very caréless and indifferent to"the future, he

would sleep in a wet blanket, regardless, of consequences.

I made him. take of his wet clothes, and wrap him el in

a dry blanket, while the men brought a canoe and placed

it bott ém up vards near the camp fire ; they then collected

spruce boughs and made a dry bed under the éanoe. The

g dose of essence of gicrer was then dministered,
and Michel was told to, lie down. Ifis fee.t were then

covered with spruce boughs and the fire kept up. Louis

undertook to feed -it during the night, but before we
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retired to our tent Michel and Louis were fast asleep,

and when morning dawned all unpleasant symptoms had

passed away.

As we. sat before the fire after supper, the conversation

naturally turned on hdiain remedies. The vapour bath

among the Indians of the Labrador Peninsula is as

common as among , the Oiibwa-vs and' Crees of the

Saskatchewan basin; at almost every portage and old

camp ground we saw the ston és which had been used in

preparing it.

The root of the blue. iis (Iris versicolor), which grows

on the coast and in the swampy tracts of the interior, is

a strong purgative, and a common medicine amonu the

Montagnais.,

A decoction of _' the red willow (Cornw alba- vel

8tolonifera), the red osier- cornel of Sir'John Richardson,

the » osier rouge of the voyageurs,, is used -as a purgative

and also as a vomit. It is called the red stick, or mith-

wka-pè-min-aktik,' by the Crees, which its Montagnais

name resembles. They also call the fruit mask-mina, in

Cree muskwa-mina, bear-berry; They smoke the inner

bark.

Canada balsam (Abîes baM6ýmea), from the spruce, is

considered an excellent rem' edy for frost-bites. This is.

the sapin -of the voyageurs. A decoction' of the bark, of

the laréh is employed to cleax- and heal flesh wounds,

so also « is the thallus of the tripe de roche. The fat

of the skunk is con'idered an excellent remedy in certain

diseases. A drop of -the fetid secretion is used for tooth-

ache and rheumatism. The roots of the white water-

lily, the roots of rushes (both as food in times of scarcity
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and as a medicine), and the roots of the' this'tle are all

employed medicinally, and when these fail they have

recourse to the conjuror's axts, for w . ith many of the

Montagnais India-ns, when in the woods, the conjuroir is

still much esteemed and dreaded.

. The Indians of the Labrador PenM*sula place im-

plicit faith in dreams,-and their visions of the night often

lead them to commit shocking crimes. The poor igno-

rant wretches follow their dreams, with the utmost pre-

cision, wholly regardless of any consequ'enqes other tha-n

those to, which the fiffilment'of the dream. may lead

them. Happily the labours of the - iiiiss*ônan*es 'are fast

dispelling these superstitions * from. the minds of those

who frequent the coast, -but it is to be féared that

the medicine men still exercise a powerful influence

amongr the different bands who spend the greater part of

their lives in the interior. In the time of the Jesuit

.,missionaries the. Montagnais were noted for their super-

ýtiti'ns, -and for their réliance upon the power of their

conjurors.

Many diferent plants we're formerly, used by the In-

dians inhabitinz the now more settled pàrts of Canada'.

Some of thes'e'plants are found as far as the Moisie, and

their properties are kùown to the Montagnais.*

GOLDMý SEAL (Iîydrasti8 Canadensis).-The root only Mi - used. it îs

of a beautiful yellow colour internally, and is used by Indians az a dve. It

is a powerful tonie-
LoBEmA (Lobdia injkta).-This remedy was a favourite with the medicine

Tnan among the Indians long before the settlement of Canada, by the whites.

Both the plant and the seeds axe useUn-meedine. They are emetie, and

in small doses expectorant and diaphoretic,
MAi,-%DR&xE (Podophyllum peltatum).-Thè-.mandrake was weR known to

the Indians of Canada, and much used by thýîn as a purgative. The root



The late Dr. Darling, Government surgeon at Mauitou-

alin', had many excellent opportumties of studying the

constitution of wild and half-civilised Lidians. As. many

as 5,800 Indians would assemble on that island, in Lake

Huron, about eighteen or twenty years agro, to receive

their ahnual presents. In a report drawn up for the

information of the Commissioner appoiýted to investicya t AU

the condition of the Indians in Canada,'in 1844, Dr.

Darling says

The diseaâes to which. the Indian tribes are most subject, are
those arising from original weakness of constitution; the causes

of debility may be imputed to the severity. of their climate,
their irregular mode'of life, constant exposure, deficient clothing,

wantinc in nutritious food, filthy habits' the alternate periods
of repletion, want, and drunkenness, producing. more or less
derangement, of the digestive organs.

the only part used, ana the proper time for collecting it is in the latter part

of October, when it 'will be found full and plump. It is an active and

certain cathartie. A resinoid, called Podophyllin, is prepared from the root,
whiell contains all its properties in a concentrated form. This is more ex-

tensively used by all classes of practitioners, and as an aperient and alterative
medicine it takes with the eclectic physician the place of mercuriab.

'Siji U1muý fzdva).-The inner bark * « the part used.'
-,>P:ERY ELx «RA is

It is a' valuable demulcent and emollient, and in the form of effusion has
-been'f6ý-nd highly beneficial in inflammation of the stomach and bowels.

STRAmoN= (Datura i&amoîziuliz).-.U parts of the plant axe medicinal.

It is a powerful naxcotic, poisonous in largre doses.
BLOODROOT (Sanguinaria Canadenèù).-The root is the only part used in

medicine. It is, a powerful ýand valuable remedy, acting in small doses as a ,î-
stimulant and expectorant, in over doses producing nausea and vonnting.

W= CiRF.R-Y BARýK,(Prunus Tirgineaha).-The inner bark is the part
used, and lii strongest wheii--,gathered late in the fall. Its taste is, agreeably
bitter and aromatic, with the peculiar flavour of bitter almonds. This bark

unites, with a tonie and stimulant a sedative influence. ............
, Fýiè.

A-list-ef-6%m-edian medicinal plants -has been published by Mr. W.

aunders of London,- Canada.

CHAP. XIL CAUSES OF DISEASE AMONG' INDIANS. 19 1
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Serofula should not be regarded as a disease confined to the
unhappy few who transmit it from father to son, from one gene-

ration to another, with undeviating regularity, but as a dïsease of
circumstances (if the expression may be allowed), and that it
might be engrafted in almost any constitution provided the

causes were permitted to operate. It is well known that this
disease can be produced in many domestic animals by unwholé-

some food. It is a popular opinion that the Indian race is
endowed with great vigour and stamina, but a more intimate
acquaintance with the subject, will prove its faJlacy.

The Indians of Lake Huron are seldom above the middle
]Lze, slender, but for the most part well f6rmed; the chief defèct

in their figure is in théir chest, which is generally flat and
narrow. They are certainly capable of great. exertions, but only,,

for a limited period, and always followed b long intervals of
repose.

To enumerate all the diseases to whichIndians are liable
would be only a catalogue of almost all the ills of whieh flesh is

heir, but a few desultory remarks may be acceptable. Acute
diseases of the. organs within -the skuU and abdomen are com
paratively rare, while those within the chest are the seat. of the

Most frequent and fatal attack; during the summer heat., great

numbers of infants are destroyed by diaxrhcea, and survive only
to be carried off by miasmatic disease. They are likewise ýgreat1y
infected with worms. The females s - er much from headache,

owing. chiefly to, constipation, and not unfrequently to obstrue-

tions. They can scarcely be said to suffer durinom parturition,
and accidents attending it are rare. Fever, in the ordinary
acceptation of the term, is almost unknown. Hooping cough is

to them a most, distressing disease, and when attended with

féver between the paroxysms., almost invariably fatal. Tuberculax
consumption, bronchitis, and pleurisy are the most frequent

and fatal diseases.

It is impossible'to give an estimate of the comparative

mortality between them and Europeans, but Dr. Darliner

is decidedly of, --opimon. that -it is -higher amongst -the-

former than the latter. The mortality amongst the chil-
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dren ià great, and the adults seldom attain an advanced

age. *

What's that?' said -one of the voyageurs, -%vlio was

lyin(y- fiffl lenath before the fire, listdhing to the conversa-

tio*n, as a distant howl was distinctly audible.

A'wolf,' answered Pierre. ,Be still, and you will hear

it 9gain soon.- There 1

X/ & But that is in a diferent direction, the first noise came

'from over yonder.'

One wolf answers another,'said Pierre.' ..- Perhaps you

will hear haH a dozen yet; but I don't think there are

many wolves here, there is nothing for'them to eat.e

Canadian hunters will never -fire at a wolf durinçr the

winter, if they are alone, unless they are sure of killing
him. They think that, if he is only wounded, his cries

will attract others as he runs away through the woods,
who will first kill and eat him, and then follow the tracks

-of -the hunter and attack hi.m. They are not afi-aid of
wolves, provided the animals have not recently tasted.

blood. When three or four hunters are toppether, they

c an bid deflance to any number of wolves by waitingor
Amones cially illose in a civilised or semi-civilised

g t 
all 

the 
tribes, 

espe

state, much harm, is done, and the constitùtion irrepaxùbýy -injured, by re-

peated bleedings. Even in sli,rht rheumatie pains, or the sfLffness arisincr
from fatigue, they almost invariably resort to this ' mode of cure, which,
affords temporary relief, but ultimately can scarcely fail to prove injurious.

The plants and roots used by them as purgatives and emeties are extremely

haxsh and violent in their opération, and consequently hurtfül in many of

iheir diseases ; as there is no better - establisbed fact in medicine, that in

proportion as the strength is diminished the liability to disease is inereased,

and this espqcially holds true in scrofulous subjects. The Indians bear pain
with considérable fortitude, and are amenable to the directions of thé me-

dical attendant. Generally they require much laxger closes of medicine than
Europeans. A purgativi which does not 'roduce a proper proportion of

griping is not regarded as èffectual to, the evil for whic«h it wiu tak-en.

VOL. 1.
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till -- niorhtfall and making a large fire. The brutes will

come within shot, and when one is wounded the rest fâIl

on him, so that their appetites are s'on satisfied,. and they

slink away and leave the hunters at rèst.

On the foHowincr morning, the 28th, we enter'd Lake

Nipisis ; but the wind raised ÈÛch a swèll that we were

compeUed to ma-e for an island and see«k shelter under

its lea. The breeze rose to a gale, and the gale to, a

storm, -and we found ourselves windbound and prisoners

on a rugged rock a few acres'in extent. Although the

last week in June, ice several feet thick remaîned in

fissures.

The férus were only unfolding their first fronds, and

water-lilies j ust begm*ning to appear'-above the mud in the

secluded, bogs of the lake, but no leaves had yet reached

the surface of the water. Boulders or erratics were very

numerous on the bill which. Éurrounded us, many being

perched on the crests of precipices,_and several apparently

ready to, roll of with the slightest touch. I employed the

time during whÎch, we were windbound on the island in

obtaining information from Pierre, the Abenakis, who had

spent the winterof 1859 on the Manicouagan River. He

drew me a map of the route and of the portages with that

minutenesà of détail which. is so distinguishing a feature of

the Indiau race generaHy, but particularly of those who,

inhabit this country. The Manicoua an River enters the

St. Lawrence nearly under the 49th pareel, and t s- -a-

course about NNE. for 250 or 300 miles. It took Pierre

six weeks -to, reach Manicouagan Lake, travelling with

his winter supply of provisions; but in a light canoe two

men have been known to reach the lake in fifteen days
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from the sea. The country some distanoe north of'*tlie

sources of this river is probably ibe most elevated on the

Labrador Peninsula. Many rivers runnin,çr in very diverse

directions take their rise a hale to the NE. of tiie lake,
such as the Ashwanipi, the'Moisie and a river which enip-

ties itself into MÀstassinni Lake, an d then by Rupert's River

flows into Hudson"S Bay. North-east of Manicouagan Lalze

thére is a 'ery high mountain, which the Montagluitis
say is the bigliest in the country. On its -summit snow
often lingers throughout the greatest portion of the year.
Pierre says it is one of the famous - fire mountains , of
the aborigines. A light is'said to, glow near the summit,
respecting which more wiR be said in another Pfflace. Some
parts of the valley of the Manicouagan abound in. game,

particularly caxibou. Pierre stated that the lower portion,
was very Eke lhe Moisie valley, but rich in fur-bearing

qàanimals; he caught fifty-seven martens in one month, while
on the Moisie he only trapped twenty-two during the -whole

winter. Amoncr the few books we brought with us I had
some of the Reports-'of the Roman Catholie missionaries
amongr the Montagnais to the Archbi,.ý:hop of Quebec. I

it
read a portion of them which referred to the Manicouagan Jý,
to Pierre,who declared the description to be exact. The ce

succession of precipitous escarpments and nar'row gorges
througrh whieh the river flowed like a torrent were similar

to the scehes we had witnesse-d some days before, and
are characteristié of ïiîýbt.,oý the rivers which flow into
the Gulf.

Père Arnau(4 who voyaged u* the Manicouagan and
wintered among the Nasquapees on one of the upper-
lakesdescribes a copious spring of &aIt vvater issuincr from

-J

THE MANICOUAGAN -LARE.(lu AP. XII.
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the foot of a high i-nountain, which. he thought miglit

possess some meclicinal virtues. He drank frequently of it,

and found the effect benefid'ial. The scription given by

Père Arnaud of his journeyup, tbe Mankouagan, and-his

residence wiih the Montagnais in the int îoý, is very inte-

resting. I met Père Arnaud at Seven Islands, and also

one of the Indians who accompanied him on his perilous

journ'ey. The Indian drew a map of the country, which

I subsequently compared with one whieh I obtained

from. Pierre. The delineations- of the windings of the

river and of the lakes and portages resembled one another

so completely, that if I had not seen the Indian draw the

map in my tent I should have- thought that one had been

copied fro'm the other, on à diffèrent scale.

Père -Arnaud started fro' the mouth of the Mani-

couagan on August 29, 1853, in company with a Ettle

flotilla, consisting of seventeen birch-bark canoes, eleven

manned by Montagnais who were'returning to theilr hunt-

i ng-g-Tounds, and six -by Nasquapees * who had comë"»,ýfrom

the far interior to see the priest of whom they had.-heard so

much from their Montagnais neighbours. A singp-ilar inci-

dent happéned to one of the Nasquapees when they were

about halfway on their journey,.which mayfaccount for.

some of the extraordinary actions of Indians in the savage

state. After a. very fatiguing portage, under a hot sup,

a Nasquapee suddenly feU down in. au unconscious state.'

They brought him. to life again by throwing cold water

over him, but as soon as he could stand he beca-me faiious

and rushed into the woods, articulating sounds which none

of his companions could understand. The mou û tainous

character of the country prevented him wan-dering farl,

mail
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aid he gradually recovered his senses, expressing astonish-

ment that his companions should be watching him, and

apparently wholly unconscious of bis recent vagaries.

The other Indians thought that his temporary insanity

arose from his having eaten some herb or fruit capable of

producing that effect. Another singular but lamentable

incident is related by Père Andrieux, who was stationed

at Wamoutashing, among the Tête de Boule Indians,

which I shall give in his own words-: - 'Pendant les

exercices de cette mission de Wamoutashing; un des

sauvages se tenait ordinairement derrière tous les autres.

Ili me semble découvrir dans cette singularité quelque chose

d'extraordinaire; ici encore je laisse faire quelques jours,

puis j'aborde mon homme et veux savoir de lui la raison

de cette conduite si particulière. "Robe-noire," me dit-il

alors d'un ton timide et plaintif; "je ne prie pas moi, je ne
suis pas chrétien; au contraire, je te fuyais toujours, parce

que je ne voulais pas quitter la liqueur de feu; mais

l'hiver dernier j'ai été saisi d'horreur à un spectacle

déchirant dont j'ai été témoin. Il y avait parmi nous une

femme qui disait quelquefois: 'il me faut de la chair:

je veux manger de la chair.' On ne comprenait pas pour-

quoi elle parlait ainsi; lorsque, un soir, prenant son cou-

teau, elle l'enfonce dans le sein de son enfant, et dans un état

de fureur qui ne peut pas s'exprimer, elle le fait rôtir

et le mange à'la clarté du mêine feu. Saisis d'horreur,

nous nous enfuîmes tous de ce lieu maudit. En même

temps mon cœur changea; il me semblait que je-devais

embrasser la prière (religion) qui défend ce crime. Voilà

pourquoi je viens te demander-de m'instruire'et de me

recevoir à la prière."'

SINGULAR INCIDENT.cil-Il. XIr. 197
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-tud bst the -%vliole of his baggacr at th e foo t

of zt rapid they were endettvouriliçr to iuscend, and after a,

month's toil they rei-iched the borders of Lake iushuàlagan

u the beçrinnin(-t of October. At this lake the Monutçrnais

-Nvho accompanied him determined to , inter., not only be-

a-use it wm good himting-,çrround, but also on accourit of

its being a great rendezvous in the spring for the heathen

Indians of their tribe. U-à-e M u.-*Iiualagm is about fiftý
miles lonçr and vitries ffom three to, nine miles in. bre.tclth

it is Surrounded by hi£ mount,ýam,, is very deep, and

contains pike, the kok lesh, a vairiety of sîdmon. trout,.

the meméhil, 1 a red kind of- fi-sh"' &C.
Père Arnaud z;,-oon left by the M, ontagnais and Nas-

uiàpee who journeyed with him to Iàake Mushual,itoran.

The Indiiws found th,,at, they could not support such a

laxge çr in one locality. The
ýparty by fishing and hunting

lontagin-ais depuited to seek better hunting- rounds, the

Lýquapees set out to rejoin those of their people who

had their lodcres on Litke Pletpi, three days" journey from

Mushualag,-tn,,oply one fitinilv of Montagnitis remainingg
with the missionary.

Three weeks were spent in endeztvouring to, lay up a

store of food Ubr the -winter, -when another party in eleven

canoes came to the lake from the coast, but many of them

wère ill, and îtn unus-ually laxge proportion were widows

and. -voung or han children. Thé fish begran to retire to

deep water beyond the reach of nets, the hunt in the

woods -%vas unsuccessful, and a riçrorous m-inter began. to set,
in. The Indians who had left the missiona'ry some weeks

before begim to return, hav«inçr also been unsuccessfül

in theïr hixat; - so thzat, the entire party. were eolupelled to
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have recourse -to their supply of winter provisions until

the snow became deep and hard enougli for snow-shoes,

and the caribou to descend from the mountains to the

valleys. As soon as the caribou season at, the beçrlnni»nçr of

December arrived, the camp was- raised' and the whole

b,îincl p*roceeded to fresh hunting-grounds. They soon found

tracks in the snow ; but, to their despair, they ascertained

thiit wolves had been in pursuit. The hunters followed the A

tracks, and a'fter-- three days returned with the announèe-

ment that they had come upon the bones of a freshlym-killed

deer, and that wolves were numerous in the neiçshbour-

hood. Wolves are around us; they will, block and dis-

perse the caribou: we cannot escape death if this con-

tinues," exclaimed the distressed Indians. A party of

hunters arnved from a different direction two days after-

wards., and brougght with them the flesh of six caribou and

twoýp6ïè-ûpmes; but they confirmed the impression which

began to, prevail that the wolves had driven the caribou 'x, 5

aNvay, and it ývould be necessary to seek other and diàant
lie

hunting-grounds. Their only hope was the týpe de roche

when the caribou failed.- and they could not support

strena-th for any length of time on such meaggre diet.

At this period a runner came from thýe Nasquapees, whô

had left them at Lake Mushualaçran, bringing the intelli-

gence that this people -were starvingor, and begging for some

provisions. He was soon followed by a poor Indian with
14

his family, who had become blind during the previous

week. Thé Indian Ïmputed, his misfortune, unparalleled

in the forests, which cover the country like a sea, to having

slept on the sno-%v, with- spruce branches for his pillow,
without fire or any éo'ering -beyond the clothes he



s

t

tc

à

h'

CC

IIE
ýý1

ci

SO'

bî

tF.

TH E LABRADOR PENINSULA. CHAP. XII.

wore. He was overcoine with fatigue, and fâr too -ýve.,,,try

to miake a temporary lodge of spruce bouçrhs, and per-

haps, like all his race, too indiffèrent to the consequences

which migrht, follow the terrible exposure to which he so

thoughtlessly submitted himself. 'Fortunately for the

missionary, the ptarmigan, oýý«r' white partridge, came in

large numbers to, the borders- ofthe, lake where they were

at this j uncture, so that he was able - -to relieve the necessities

of the Nasquapees and the blind Indian's famîly. They also

caught some porcupine and a few rabbits, whieh ènabled

'them to delay having recourse to the tripe de -roche. It

now became evident that the whole encampment mùst

break up, and separate into singorle families, scattering them-

selves over a wide extent of country, in order to find the

means of subsistence. Duriner three loncr months Père

Arnaud remained in one encampment with a number of

the . Montagnais who still clung to him ; but no heathen

Nasquapees came near their lodges, as he had been led to

expect. Provisions now began. to fail; the, ptarmigan,
which, had been the principal means of -support, were

about taking their fligbt to the north. They tried to fish

introducing nets below the ice, but without much success.

Their misery increased day by day, until at lengoth it

became absolutely necessary to separate and hunt in a

new tract of country. Père Arnaud returned with a

young Canadian,' who had accompanied him'to, Lake-

Mushualagan, still 27 9 to 300' miles from the He

descended in the sprincr to the mouth of the riyer, after

-having- endured much privatioù and suferin,r.

*200
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CHAPTER XHI.

LAKE MMIS TO BEAR LAKE.

Nasquapee Camp - Copper Fish-hook - A Cache -

Horns - Sipisis River -Fresh Tracks - A Fire on the P

Narrow Escape of the Canoes - Destructiveness of Fi

'W oods - Desolation of Part of the Labrador Peninsula

by them - Magnificent- Spectacle of a Spruce Forest o

Night - Wild Fowl - falEnc, into, the Flames - Nipisis

S-etching under Difficulties - The Snow-white Rock -

Morn in Labrador - Silence - Ducks - A Bear - C

Éeaver smell the Fire - Impoitance of thtý Cari

Habits. 
.1

A the northern éxtremity of Lake Nipisis we cametô a fresh encampment, where Indians had been

some twenty or thirt hours before us; we all set to work

to, examine the tracks and endeavour to, make out the

direction they had taken. It was decided that they had

come from. the north, that they were going south, probably

to the coast, -and that they were Nasqu'apees. I asked

3fichel how he knew they were people belongoing to his race;

he answered by pointingor to à* fish-hook made of wood and

copper, which he found suspe'nded to the branch of a tree

near the spot where they had camped. He also pointed to, a

in whieh we found some elothiner of caribou skins

some su*iews, two. fish-hooks of copper, and some birch-

bark. We replaced all the articles, with the exception of

the fish-hooks, but in lieu -of them- I left-a -dozen--lar,,(Ye-steel
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hooks attuched to, gimp. W e a1szo found mi a ciÛche snûw..ý

shoes and sno-%v-ýshovéLs, and near their camp fire the re-
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m,-,tms of salinon trout on wMéh they had fed, a few days

before, having probably caught them in Nipisis Lake. At

e end of this. beaufful sheet of water I saw a splendid

pair of caribou horn.% which had been placed on the branch

of a tree duriýg the m inter. I did not tliiiik it unwise to

appropriate them- They mýe now placed in my collection

between a magnificent pair of wapiti, homs froin the

Assiniboine and thocse of a young buflâlo from the

south branch of the Beaver tracks becran

to be abundan4 but we did not succeed in shooting any of.
these cautious animak A-s,we left the lake and entered a

riveri whieh we took to be the east bmnch of the Moisie,

or one of its. tribut. ies, fiýý caribou, fox, and bear
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trac-s were visible on the banks,' and we stole aloncf tfie

river in a state of half suspense and excitement, hoping

and expectincr to see crame 1 at èvery turn; but the current

becian to be strong, and the 'men .had to get out of the

qanoes and haul them up the'streamlwadincr in the water

among fragments of rocks and water-worn. boulders. This

was enough to, frighten any animal in advance of us, and we
C ZD -

could not stop, tohunt, time beincs precious, for the wiater

in the rivers Mlas fallincr fast, and we féared' that as we

approached the Height of Land it would be necessary to

carry the canoes. Breakfaýting at the foot of a rapid, we

caught plenty of trout, which were cleansed, fried, and

eaten with almost painful expedition. The country began

to çyrow less interesting in -outline ; for jâMoug the rocks

were grand, yet we had recently seen, sùèh-- magnififi-

cent walls towering to the skies, that a precipice three or

-four hùndred feet high'was passed by almost without

notice.

Aii incident, whicIi had wellnigh cost us our canoes, oc-

curred. here. The day was hot and sultry, the caribou moss

dry and brittle, and, notwithstanding every precaution,
a fire we made'to cook dinner caught the moss and spread

with amazing rapidity. The portage we were then making

was not more than a third 0' f a mile long, and every-

thitig but the canoes had been carried to the other end;

-the men were returning to fetch their last loa.d, when the

increasincy smoke informëd. them. of the spread of the fire.

They rushed to where the canoes were lyincs just as the

fire reached them; lifting them up, they hastened as fàst

as they could run with their heavy burdens, but the wind

àô'e the.flames iffith tern"ble rapidity over the dry moss;
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the smoke rose, in dense volumes and hid the men froui

our view; our anxiety at tWis moment can better' be

imagined than described. We ran to meet the men, but

the smoke blinded us. We lost the portage path, and

-%vere compelled to run towards the river to seek saféty in

its waters. Most fortunately we passed the path just as

the hindermost canoë was being borne on the shoulders of

the men at full speed, a few feet in advance of the flames.
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ESCAPE FROM A FIRE ON TRE PORTAGE.

We offered to relieve them of their load, but there was no

time to change, the smoke and ashes surr'uiided us wit.1

dense cloud, for the wind increased with the spread of the -

firel, and came in- little whirlwinds drivinom the thick air in

circles and hollow cones bé'foré us. The menhurried on

without resting for one instant, and did not -stop until

they had dashed the canoës, one after the other, into the

river which. luckily at the end of the portage was still and

deep. The Nasquapee, seeing the flames ,.tdvancilý91,had,
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with his usual presence of mind, nioved all the baggarre tc)

the edcre of the river on to a little beach of sand where

it would be safe from. the advancinçr fire. The voyageurs,
as soon as they had relieved themselves of their bur-

den, threw themselves on the grou.nd in a sta'te--ý;,of utter

exhaustion. We crouched low to let the hot s'oke and

ashes pass ov"er us, and in ten minutes more the air was

élear above; but far in -tdv,,,tnce,'follo-ývinçr the banks of

the river,, the fire roared and hissed throuch the moss

until it reached the borders of a lake, throuçYli -which oitr

course lay. The same fire continued to burn for several

(Lays, for we saw the smoke when more than thirty miles

away; but its onward progress had been arrested by the

wet moss of the forest borderinçr La-e* Iash-ner-nus-kow,
into which we entered late in. the afternoon of the 929th.

The Inclians crenerally exercise grec caution in pùtting

out their fires before they leave a camp during the

summer season, but notwithstandinc tbeir careftilness in

this respect, most disastrous conflagrations not unfte-

quently take place. It is a common practice with a party

of Indians to ma-e a large smoke on a hill r- mountain

when they wish to discover the whereabouts of their

friends this is answered ty those of whom, th ey are. in

search -writh another smoke, and it sometiffies happens

that the fires thus made spread over the country and

cause a i-nost lamentable destruction of forest trees and

moss thus consuminu the food- of the caribou on which

the Indians depend for their subsistence. A few days

later we liad a painful pToof of the awful change in the

féatures of a country produced by wide-spreading fires,
and there appears to be little reason to doubt that a. very
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considerable portion of the Labrador Peninsula has from

this cause been rendered an uninhabitàble wilderness.

Mr. Davies, in his 1 Notes on Esquimaux Bay and the

surroundin Country,' "ives a graphie description -of 'a

great fire of which lie was the innocent originator.

In 1840, he ascended the Grand River (Hamilton Inlet)

for the purpose of exploring it; after having been out ten

days,.he felt ,,tn.,--lous to ascertain if any Indians wére in

the neiglibourhood, in order to acquire information from.
thém. respecting the country in the

1 vicinity. Accordjne'riv

he -gave- orders to a couple of Indians to mak-e a signal

by smoke, so that if any Indians were in the neiahbour-

hood, they miorht be warned of his approach, and come

and meet him. He encamped for that, purpose, and

-while the men were engaged M pitching the tent, the

Indians went to the summit -of a neighbouring hill, about

nlile- of. and there collecting a quantity of moss,
set fire to, it. About half au hour afterwards, Wh t

tinor at the door of his tent enjoying a cool breeze tha't s

-had just sprunggr up, he was startled by 'a noise like

thunder," and ere he could spring to 'his feet, he was f

warned by the frantic shouts of his men of the d t.

that wàs approachinçr. -It was with the utmost difficulty 0"

that they could .1aun'ch. the canoe, and, hastily throwing Ci

the baggage into it, cohtrive to decamp before the fire 9
reached their encampmentx All the haste wo-Lùd have been

of no avail, had they not fortunately been encamped in a P'
spot of gréen wood. Such was the rapidity wiih w
the flames advanced who ti

that one of Mr. Davies"s men,
had wandered a Ettle way from.the encampment, hî i d as

the utmost difficulty in sa-,ý-ing himself, even at the top of dr

lit
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his speed. Before they reached halfývay across the iiver,
wJiieh was there about a mile in breadth, the wliole

mountain, from top to bottom, was one sheet'of fire. - The

fire lasted for upwards of three weeks, and spread over

and completely destroyed an area covering some hundreds

of square -miles.

It may bc , ask-ed, why fires arc more common at the

present period than formerly; for, ftom. the age' of niany

forests, it is apparent that &es Juave not; devastated them

for centuries, and if a large portion of the Labrador

Peninsula were once covered with stunted trees, when

did the conflagnc tion take place which consumed thein P

It must have been in recent times, for the charred stumps

are standincr over immense areas, many thousand- squarec . ý é
liles beinor now a bumt country. No doübt fires have

become miLS more &equent since the Indians became

acquainted with Europeans-' and learned how to make

tinder with powder and to use the flint and steel, and,
still. more recently, the coinmon friction match. In early

âmes they were dependent altocrether on two pieces of

flint and punk,' a fungus growing- on the birch tree, or on

the bow and drill, -when they wished to mak-e a fire-an

operation in itself labo'rious in damp weather, and very
difficult after a prolonged rain. The extent of fires is

generally very much exaçrç-rerated in a ýîhickly wooded

country, but in a reggion of moss like Labrador it is not im-

probable that they may sweep over vast areas. But still

we find that fires are generally confined to the country

through which the main line of communication runs, such

as the Moisie, the Ashwanipi, and Rupert Rivers. During

dry -seasons' fire will rtin for an immense distance
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probably for some hundreds of miles -and such au, event

took place in 1857 and 1859ll, as wiR be described farther

on. There is also presumptive evidence to show that

conflagrations of extraordinary extent occurred in- 1785

and 1814, and crave rise to those unexplained, phenomena

the cdàrk days of Canada-which. are of sufficie,nt

importance to deserve an independent notice.

A burning forest of s'pruce and bi'rch is a spectacle of

extraordinary sublimity during the.- night; it is like a

magnificent display- of fireworks on a stupendous scale,

and far surpasses the conflagrations of the heavier forests

in more temperate élimates. A spruce tree flashes -rhto
flame from, the bottom to the top almost instântaneously,
with a crackling hissing roar, which when -viewed close

at hand rivets a breathless atteûtion, not unmixed with

anxiety and féar. The light which it Caïsts is vivid and red,
the noise sharp,'quick, and loud, like an infinite number

of snaps repeated with just perceptible intervâls. The
awfàl but splendid light thrown through, the forest casts

49 the blackest shadows wherever its rays cannot reach.
The birch. trees flame steadily, pouring forth huge
volumes of dense smoke, which whirling highý in the air
form. au opaque screen above the burning forest, from
whicli a lurid light is réflected; at intervals gusts of

. d sweep through the trees, followed by a train of
-SMàke and sp.grks which, winding through, the charred
trunks or meeting with violent eddies, rise u in
spiral form. to rejoin the black élouds'above. .'When the
wind is favourable, a burning spruce forest viewedftom an
eminence is awfiilly impressive ; from ten, twenty, to fifty
trees at a time columns of flame shoot up,-'wildly twist-
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inc and darting hiçrh above the trees, and then subside; a

few minutes later another outburst illuminates rocks and

mountains, which appear indescribably. vast, silent, and

immovable. - Wild-fowl, disturbed and bewildered by the

dazzling light, fly in geat circles hicyh above the burrn*ncr

forest, and sometimes, descendincs rapidly in- spirâl flicylit,
plunge into t > he * fires ; others drop from an immense heicrht

lik-e a ston e into the flames, probably sufocated by the

hot air and smoke in which, they have been vleeling

round andTound for hours, fascinated like moths by the

fitful glare below them.

Still continuing up what we supposed to be the last

branch of the Moisie, we arrive. at some very formidable

rapids, having a total fall of fifty-eight feet. The follow-

ing day being Sunday, we determined to camp early and

catch a supply of trout, of whieh there were great num-

bers at ý;ai1 of the rapids. The valley of the river

here is broad, and deeply overspread with sand to, a

considerable extent, which. is covered with caribou moss

and stunted Bain«ksian pine and spruce. The gneiss hilis on

either side are about 50'Q,,feet high, and run in ranges-

symmetrically related to on e another, and appearing to,

Come generally, from the north-east like spurs from, the

table land. My brother took a sketch of the rapils, but

the mosquitoes were -o numerous that it was necessary to

make a smoke before and býhind him, to drive off th e

clouds of insects which issued from, the neighbouring

forest. The bed of the river is full of boulders and

between them the water flows turbulently in a shallow

channel crossed by ledges of rock. We saw several

swallows durinor the dày., and a spruce partridge with her 'k
VOL. I. p
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youn brood. The tracks of different animals were so

numerous that I determined to rise before daybreak and

try, my luck with a rifle.

The lake where we tamped was one of the most sin-
crular and beautiful we had yèt seen ; 'ît had. no striking

feature of rock-scenery, but its shores were broken by kw
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promôntories, thinly wooded, stretching far into, it, bàêked

b> walls of gneiss from, 200--bô 300 feet high. Within

hâlf a mile of our camp was a snow-white rock, one

which we had mistaken for ice many miles b4pe _ we

came opposite to it, and we almost doubted Éhe Nasquapee

whé n he assured us from. the first that it was not snow or

ice, but white rock. I went early to my.spruce-carpeted

tent, hoping to wake at daw.n, but rather overdid it,
wiiking at, half-past twelve instead of bvo, and fearing to
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go to sleep acrain lest I should -miss the opportunity. At.n
two I stole away, and after halil an hotir reached flie

summit of a hill,'whicli I had'visited the evening before

and selected as the spot where I could sit and watch. It

was morning twilight when I reached my point of observa-

tion, and the stars were unclouded.

the faintest ndist w as - visib1éý and not a breath pf
air" -.. disturbed a lëaf to break the perfect silen

reigned. It was faÈ too cold-f6r--th ë__ mosquitoes - they

séarcely trouble one when an aurora is quivering in the

north, as it did on that cold summer morningr. As the
light increased, but long before.. the sun had risen, threc

ducks: alic! ted on the lake and to feed. I distin-
cruished a black object walking slowly ogthe sanidy beach
in the direction of our tents., and stopping now and then
to look at the water; with my glass I saw it was -a bear,

not half a mile away, hunting for dead fish. He approached.
Slowlýj and was évidently intent upon finding a morning
meal. While watching his gmadual, à p*proach with beatinry-
heart, I saw him raise his head and sni:ff the air. S.,,ttisflecl
of its purity, he continued to advance, and, had he kept,
the beach, he would. have passed ' within one - hundred
yards of where I was sitting -on the soft.-,caribou moss;

but'he soon raised his head again, and, gehtly swaying it-
bac'kwards'and forwards, sniffed the air suspiciously. Heý.

smelt the smoke of our fire, the embers of which Were
still alive. It was enough to turn him, for after a pause
he retreated for a hund red yards or so on the beach,

and then went into the woods. Disappointed -and dis-
couraged -I went -to -th e other side of the hill to, survey

the magnificent caribou grounds we had passed the day
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before, and where we had seen fresh - tracks. It was not

light enough. to see distinctly any considerable .distance,

so I returned agp. iii to' My former outlook. Just as I
self 1 heard -a splassh ii the 1ake at the foot

had seated myz _n

of the bill: it w -as a m-illow bush. which. had fallen into the

-%vater at the mouth of a little stream and the beiever

which ci. it do-%%-n swami to ds itdrew it in shore, and

becran to eat the juicy ba 4he faintest, tiýZq,.pf crimson

on the summit of the distint mountain wh*ch we

passed reminded me that it was time to look for caribou,

-'Returnino, to the opposite sfde I seanned the caribou

groland rith my glass careftffly and anxiously; and not

without s'u'ecess, for at the distance of half a mile I saw

three does with fheir fa.wns feeding and walking towards
-e. A loon flew over, utterincr its vï1d note;

the lak they

lookedaround, but soon began to feed again. They seemed

to be cropping the flowers of the Labrador tea-plant, and

of oqie or two other shrubs wl-àch grew amonor the moss.
U1 l They came within a quarter of a mile of our tents, when

they sudden1ý stopped ; all raised their heads together, and

g-azed in the direction of our camp. Thýy looked but fo'

an instant, when, turninct round, aw<ay they galloped with

long bounds towards the ne,,.t.resï range of bills. They, too
had smelt e fira It was tl'en that the caution oft

j! th en.given

me by Indians came in full force upon 1 recollection

Wlien you w ant to"watch for deer or bear at daybreak,

àlwaysýput your fire out'before vou go to bed : it is better

to make -no JÏie at all. Slowly I went back to My 01(i

post above the lake. Golden light had begu. n* to tinge the

summits of the higher bills, still the shadows were- deep,
and well défined. As the approached the horizon, the



lines of huire boulders perched on the summit of bare

rocks- towards the north-east seeined "reatly inacynified,
and stood like ogiant sèntinels on those weather-worn hills.

I returned to camp to prepare for a trip to the snow-

white -rock-, which had excited'our curiosity and s«peculation

the day before; Pierre went to examine the bear-tracks,
..........

î
MAR LAKE.

which lie pronounced to bc those of a youncy one, not

more than two years old.

The caribou* is the mainstay of the Montagnais and

The Caribou, or American Reindeer (Tarandm Ibastalïs, Agass.), some-

times calIed the W oodland Caribou, to distiniruish it froni the Barren Ground

Caribou.
When pursued, the caribou imm.ediateýy makes for a swamp, and

follows the margin, tàlinçr at times to the water and again footincr - it over

the firni ground, and sometim es turning towards the nearest- mountain,
crogses it bv another morass. If hard pressed by the hunters (vào now and

then follow up the chase for four or five days), the animal ascends to the
hizhest peali of the mountain for security, and.the pursuit becomes very

fatiguing, and uncertain. «Upon one occasion two men followed up several

cariboù for a wholerweek, when, éompletely tired out, thev. gave up the

chase, which wu then continued by two himters, who at last succeeded in

k-iffing a couple'of the aniiiials at long shot. Sometimes, however, fresh

THE CARIBOU. 1213C11.1111. Xiii.
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Nasquapee races: it is to them as impoitant an animal as

the bufaIo is to the Prairie Indians.

In the summer they are found--on the mountains,

-%vhither they go to avoid the flies and to feed on buds,

flowers, the fruit of a plant which grows upon the

mountain-sides, and on what the Indians caR Atik-min, or

caribou food, which is wholly different from the caribou

moss on which they subsist'durin*g the winter. When the

snow begins to, fall in October, the caribou,. collect in bands

and commence their singular peregrinations, which are

characte mi tic of this animal. If undisturbed by wolves or

Indians, they wander in a circle of many miles in radius,

always on the move except when sleeping. When ' the

sýow is deep, they take it in turn one by one to lead the

band when not feeding, and open a way through the snow;

as soon as the leader is fatigued, he retires to the rear

and another takes his placè.

Every third or fourth year they enngrate to a distant

part of the countr'y, revisiting their former pasture-

tracks, m found, and the caribou is surprised whilst Iying down or
browsing, and shot on the spot. When the snow is not deep, and the lakes

are covered with ice only, the animale if closely pursued, makes'for one of
them, and ru-us over the ice so fast that it is unable to stop, if struck with

alarm. at any object presentinc itself in front, and it then suddenly squats
down on its haunches -and slidés along in that ludierous position, until, the

impetusbeing exhausted. it rises again and makes off in some other direction.
When the caribou takes to the ice, the hunter always gives up the chase.
Sometimese when the mouth and throat of a fresh-IdHed caribou are ex-
amined, they am found to be filled with a, blwldsh-looling mucus,
bling thin mud, but which appears to be only a portion of the partially
decomposed black mosses upon which it feeds, probably foreed into the
thrSt and mouth of the animal in its dying agonies.

When overtaken in the chase, the caribou stands at bay and shows figght,
and when thus brou,,,,,-ht to a stand-still will not pay much attention to the
hunters, so that he can approach and shoot them with ease. -Auduboiz
and Bachnwn.
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grounds after the lapse. of the same period. In Apnil,

.as soon as the snow begins to get' soft, they migrate

towards -the quarters where they intend to pass the

summer, travelling always at ni,,ht. During the day they

rest or -feed chiefly on the inoss which bears their. nameý

In Forester's 1 Game in - its Sea-on,' the author gives a

very livel desc:ripfion of the caribou, having reference to,

this species. He states that as regards the nature of the

pelage, or fur-for it is almos*t such-of the caribou, so far >I
from its beiug remarkable for closeness and compaetnUOC,,

it is by all odds the loosest and longest haired of any deer

he ever saw, bein particularly about the head and neck, ».
95

so shaggy as to appear almost maned.

'In colour it is the most grizzly of deer, and tho-uýYh

Comparatively dark brown on the back, the hide is,,

generally speaking, light, almost dun-coloured, and on the

head and neck falvous, or tawny grey, -largely mixed

wiih white hairs. P'-3i.
The flesh is said to, be delicious, and the leather made

by the Indians from its skin, by their peculiar process, is
ýt6r-- leggings, moccasins,

of uns assed excellence or the

like,-ý,especially for the moccasin, to, be used under -snow-

shoes. Ur

As toÂts habits,while the:Papland or Siberian rein-
2. 4ý

deer is the tamest and most docile of its genus, the

American caribou is the fiercest, fleètest, wildest, shyest, _Ae
and most untameable. So much -so, that they are rarely -W
pursued by white hunters or shot by them, except through

casual good fortune Indians alone having the patience

and instinctive craft which enable them to, crawl on them

unseen unsinelt: for the nose of the eearibou can detcet

ijýIc
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the smallest taiùt upon the air of anything human at least,-

two miles up wind of him, and urosuspected. If he takes

alarm. and starts of on the run. no one dreams 'of pur-

suingý As weU pursue the wind, of which no man knoweth

whence it cometh or whither it goeth. Snow-shoes -against

h.im - alone avail little ; for, propped up on the broad

natural snow-shoes of his) long elastie paÉterns and wide-

cleft, clacIdng hoofs, heïsshoots over the crust of the deepest

-drifts, unbroken, in which the lordly moose would soon

flounder, shoulder-deep, if hard pressed, and the graceful

deer would fàJ1-despairiný& and bleat, mi vai for mercy;
but he, the ship of the winter wilderness, outspeeds thé

d amonçr his native pines and'tamucks, even as the'de-

sert ship, the dromedary, out-trots the red simoom. on the

terrible Èahaia, and. once *started, may be seen no more'

by,,human- eyes, nor run by fleetest foot of man-no, not

if ey pursue hiru from. theïr nightly casual camps,.un-

we,uried, following his trail by the day, by the week, by
Ahe month, tilI a -esh snow effaces his tracks and leaves

the hunter at the last as he was at the fxst of the chase

less only the fatigue, the disappointment,and the folly.

Therefore by woodmen, whetherwhite or red-skinned.,
he is foEowed only on those rare ocSsions when snows

of unusual depth are àmsted ôver to the very point

at which they wM not quite support this fleet and

powerful stacr. Then the. toil lis too great even for his

vast endurance, and he eau be run down. by the speed: of

men inured to the ç,ýport-'and to the hardships of the

wilderness, but by them onJyý Indians by hiwdreds in

the provinces, and m.wy loggers and, hunters in the

Eastern States, can take and --keep his trail in suitable
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weather. Thé best time is the latter end of Fèbruary or

the ' beginning, of March; the best weather is when a

light fresh snow of some' three or four inches, has fallen

on the top of deep drifts and a solid crust-the fresh

snow oivincr the ineans for following the trml-the firm

crust yielding a support to the broad snow-shoes, and

enabling the stalkers to trail with silence and celerity

combined. Then they crawl onward, breathless and

Toiceless, up wind always, fôllowing the foot-prints of

wandering,* pasturing, wantoning deer udging, by signs.
un-mistaken to the vétéran hunter, undistinguishable to the

novice, of the-' distance or proximity of their game, until

they steal upon the herd unsuspected, and either finish, the

day with a sure shot and a triumphant whoop,.or discover

that the game has taken alarm and started on the jumpl
and so give it up in despair.

One man perhaps in * a thousand can still-hunt or stalk

caribou in the summér season. He, when he -has dis-

covered a herd feeding up wind, at a leisure pace and

clearly -unalarmed, stations a comrade in close ambush

well-down wind and to leew ' ard of their upward track,. and then himself, after closely observing tbeir: moodý,
motions, 'and line of course, strikes off in a wide circle

well .. to leeward, until he has got a mile or two ahead of

the herd', whenl very slowýy and guardedly, observing the

profoundest silence, -he cuts across their direction, and

gives them his wind, 'as it is technically termed, dead

head. This isý the crisis of the afair ; if he -gives - the

wind too strongly.or too rashly, if he makes the slightest

noise or motion, they scatter : in an instant, and away-

If he gives it slightly, gradually, and casually as it were,



218 -THE LABIRADOR PENINSULA. CHAP.- Xiii.

not fancying themselves. pursued, but merely approached,
they merely turn, away from. it, ' working their way

down wind to the deadly ambush, of which their keenest
scent cannot, under such circumstances, inform. them. If

he succeeds in the inch by inch, he crawls after them,
never pressing them, or drawing in upon them, but pre-
servincr the saine distance still, stiR giving them the same

wind as at first, so that he -créâtes no panic or confusion,

until a't length, when close upon the hidden peril, his
sudden whoop sends them. headlong down the deceitful

breeze upon the treacherous rifle.

Of àll wooderaft none is so difficult, none requires so
rare a c6mbination as this, of quickness of sight, wa-riness
of tread, very instinct of the craft, and perfection ofý
judgement. When resorted to, and performed to the ad

miration even of a woodman, it does not succeêd once in
a huËdred times ; therefo:re not by one man in a thousand
is it ever resorted t" at all, and by him. er in the

-wantonness of woodcraft, and by way of boastful ex-
périment, than with any hope, much less expçctation, of

success.,
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CHAPTER XIV.

THE SNOW-WHITE ROCK TO CARIBOU LAKE.

Trip to the Snow-white Rock - Pine Forest - Character of the

Snow-white Rock Younc-, Forest - Beauiy 'of the Scenery

towards the East Desolation of the Country towards the

North and M"est - Character of the Scene - A burnt Country

The burnt Portage -The River at the Beoi='ncr of the burnt

Country- Moss-covered Boulders-Treacherous Walking-Dif-

ference between the Country in the Valley of the Saskatchewan

and Table Land of Labrador -A Walk through the burnt Woods-

Tiers of Boulders -- Infinite Number of Erratics-Desolate Cha-

racter of the River - Shallows - River becoming impassable -

Caxibou Lake - River impa&Qable beyond Caxibou Lake - Re-

mar-able Erraties - eDesolation desolate'- Caribou Moss - Its

Uses and Beauty - Lichens of Labrador - Their general Diffusion.

CALEY and I started early in the morning of the

30th to visit the snow-white 'rock' which had

xcîted our curiosity during the. past two'or three days,
being visible from, an i*mm' ense distance 'in the direction

ofour route. We took a canoe'and, C--ssed a bay of the

lake, landing at the foot of a steep bank of sand, clothed

with willows, and a few Banksian pine. Having securely

fastened the canoe, we ascended the bank and found

ourselves upon a level plateau extendincy to, the foot

of a range of hills about -half a mile distant, , of whieh

the snow-white. rock' formed a part.. We soon caine

upon a well-beaten caribou track, and saw several recerit
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. mpressions. The forest on the lower part of the ME
surprised us: the birch. were not less than fifte'en inches
m diameter, and well grown, thus showing that on a

good soil trees willfiourish well at the altitude of 1,700
feet abov-e the sea, notwithstandina the rigour of the

climate. An examination of the 1 snoýv-white rock' ex-

plained the origin of the soil and the luxuriance of vege-
tation. A belt of sprucethrough which we passed âho

contained some very fine trees: they îý,veraged eighteen
inches in diameter and about fifty feet in height'. After a
long and tedious walk, we came sud denly upon the 1 snow-
white rock,' and found it to'be a very coarse gneiss, such
as is commonly, but very erroneously, called granite,
-consisting of magnificent crystals of flesh-coloured felspar,
clear and brilliant quartz, -with a sprinkling of mica. The
felspar was largely in excess and weathering white: it gave
to the rock a brilliant appearance in the sunshine, exactly
resembling'd mass of snow in the distance. The 1 snow-

yhite, rock' was nothing more than a narrow strip of the
hill-side exposed by. a. land-slide ; it - was . fifty feet broad-,
and perhaps, 300 feet in length, inclined at an angle of 60'
to the horizon. -We ascended to the summit of the hilll"
and arrived at a plateau, where the forest had been
burnt; but the secondgrowth, consisted of cherry and a
grec profusion -of currant and raspberriés.

Crossing the plateau we made another ascent, and sat

.down to mark the particulars of the: ' wonderful scene
which lay before us. We were some hundred feet above

the lake, and from that elevation could see the cohntry far
and wide in all. directions, except the one in which our
course lay. A bold projecting peak, 200 or 300 feet

M
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hiçrher than that on' which we were-perched, obstructed

our view towards the north. Towards the east all was

beautiful, and serene a succession of lovely lakes studded

with islands fûled a valley whose ouflet we had passed the

day before. Bare rocks ising -out of a vast forest were

the other - elements of the picture towards the east ; but

north and as far as we could see north-west and behind us

towards the south-west, there lay* an awfiil scene of deso-

lation, far surpassing any we had seen before. We looked

upon a burnt country, where the dead staùdinutrees still

wore the marks of fire, or were bleached by years of lifeless

exposure. We saw myriads of ýoulders strewed over the

hills and mountains, without a green moss or -a grey

lichen to show fhat life had ever been there. This, the ni,

was the beginning of the burnt country which the Indians i,ýý es-î-
had told us. lay near the Height of Land the reat

table land of the I-abrador* Peninsula. 0.z
Iffichel had told us that it. took thein a whole day to pass

through as they* descended a month ago, when the rivers

were full from the melting snow. It would take us three

days to pass it travellino, 'against the éurrent with the

water diminishing every day. One fact we-noticed with

delight. On that vast gloom,ý expanse there were nume-

rous little islands of forest which*had escaped the fire, littIe

green oases in a black desert; something that mizlit lead

us to piciure mi our minds eye the aspect of the country

before the fire swept over it and destroyed its summer

beauty. In descending the hill we took another direction

throügh.the really lùxuriant forest: the birch and spruce

were intermixéd with larch, and trees of a size which

would have done no discredit to the soil and élimate of
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Western Canada, grew on the steep slope of the hill, and

at its base, on a deep rich soil evidently derived from the

décomposition of the felspathic rock. The hill-side faced

the east, and it was clothed with a forest which had escaped

-the numerous fires which have devastated the greater part

of the country. _ Not far from our 1 snow-white rock " the

face of the hiR changed, and became a vast 'mural prec1__ý_

pice between 300 and 400 feet high, of a dark-purple

colour, but frequently.much shattered and bro-ken into

masses, which seeméd on the point of falling. Returnin"'g to

camp we found them aR ready for continuing -our journey,-

and in a few minutes were again on our way. The lake

passed'. . we entered a shallow and rapid -river, up w. hich

we were compelled to wade and drag the canoes. We

camped where a party of Nasquapees had made theirfire

a few days before, and left the bones of- large trout, geese,

and ducks, the remnants of their sav, . tge meal.

The portage before us was a formidable one, and well

named Kes-ca-po-swe-ta-gan, or the Burnt Portage, usher-

ing us into thé burnt country: its length was one mile and

three qu'arters, and its altitude 3 2 9 feeît, or 1 17 5 4 feet abové

the océan. A'large part of the tract of land over which

wé passed had escaped the devastating fires, and was beau-

tifuRy ornamented with free-growing harch. and spruce,

with the'unfailing caribou moss in the richest abundance.

The erratics, however, were the most striking féatures of

the scene ; for, besides being very numerous, they were of

extraordinary size, and exquisitely painted with, green and

ès of time-stains and other lichens. » WI-len

h*un'tin g for partridge in a lovely valley, fair and beautiful

to, the qye, I frequently. sank two and even three feet
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through, the moss, soinetimes without touching bottom.

the time I thought I had fallen into a fissure in the ro

over which. the moss was grown, but the experience of

tËe next few days told a diffferent tale, and laid open the

remarkable feature in this country which micylit - have

escaped attention if the fire > had not destroyed the

beautiful covering which bid from view the chaotic mass

of erratics wbich were piled ône above the other in these

treaéherous glades.

Our observation for latitude sho-ved that we were under

the ' same parallel as the Touchwood Hills in the valley

of the Saskatchewan, forty d égrees of longoitude farther

west. -What a diference in élimate and vecrétatiori *t

nearly the same height above the sea level! We find in

the prairie country'luxuriant-vegetation, an infinite num-

ber of wild-fowl, vast herds of buffàlo, and a summer beat

sufficiently long to ripen early varieties. of Indian corn.
In the rocky eastern country, the rivers and Lakes are

frozen from- October to the end of May, the woodland

caxibou replaces the buflâlo, birds are few in number, and

their species very limited, consistin or of a few varieties of

duck, geese, the spruce partridge, the ptarmigan, wood-
peckers, and gulls the trees in general stunted, and only

,represented by the birch, spruce, larch, and Banksian
pine flowers almost aretie in- theïr character, and in place

of rich and nutritious grasses, lichens and mosses grow
over 1 the -'rocks and swamps, covering everything with

green, grey, yellow, purple, or black.-

-. Formerly many animals extended much farther east
than they do at present, haviner been destroyed by the
Indians.



Charles Tache" enumerates the elk and ground hog as

coinmon about the Saugenay previous to, 1823. The elk

-was hunted down chieflyby the Montagnais Indians for

the sàke of their skins, which they disposed of toi the

fur traders.- Tache considers the -destruction of the elk

als one of the reason's'. of the rapid disapp'earance of the

Montagnais nation from the neighbourhood, of Lake

St. John and the Saugenay. The moose w-às also, very

common in the country drained by this river, and in the

time of the Père Le Jeune it formed one of théir chief

sources of food, In 1670 Père Albanel stated that the

moose approachëd the country of -the Oumamiwek on or

iwar the River Godbout.

We foiind it necessary to adopt an expedient to hurry-

on the.men, who were getting dismayed and. scared at

,the wild and - inhospitable appearance of thé country as

approached the burnt land. We sent Pierre with a

canoe to the end eFf,,the Burnt Portage, and told the cook

to, follow, and cross over to the other side of the next

lake, which was a small one, and prepare our supper there.

Leaving the men to, carry the thtags across the portage,
we went on in advance,. and, in crossing the lake, began ta

look out for. our camp ground. " The cook. came to me to,
ask for matches -to light the fire, butI had recèntly changed

my coat, as the evening promised to be cold, and left the

match-b ox in the'Pocket of the garmentwhich. I had packed

in my leather bag at the other end'of the portage path. No

one-, else, hadany dry matches, and we had to, draw the

charýe\ of shot and fire of a guif -in order to light, a lucifer

match from the burning Wald, not being disposed to, wait

until Michel could procure lire -fWus with his drÏ11. We

-P
TRE LABRADOR PENINSUL.&.924 c fiA P. x 1 y. ._1 C

P«

ti

Sc

U

S'

6

V

r'L

ri

b(

CE

bc,

bE

ci

fié

tr(

bl

Su-

thE

WC

pil

de

an

be-'

thi-

frc-

tor

Mc



mm dom

cH,%p. xiv. - A.PPROACH TO THE BURNT COUNTRY. 225

often observed the caution with which. the Nasquapee

put 'Out the fire before we left any-camp ground; and

those. who have ever- had an opportunity of witnessing

scenes similar to some whièh met our eyes', will re.-câlily

understand the fear they have _of fire spj!ýàdincr and de-1-ý
stroyina theïr hunting-grounds.

Leavinor the-Burnt Portagre on July 1, ive desé, ended

eighteen. feet, and came into a laké- in the burnt country.

What desolation! what dreadful ruin all around 1 Sot
rum from fire only, but rui 'ex

ýI . posed by fire.
Close on* the banks of the lakes and their connecting

rivers lies the burnt country. Sand conceals the rocks

beneath and... bides what lies below, from -xview ; but as-

cending a slight eminence away- from the immediate

banks of the river, the true character of the country

becomes -apparmt. . Conceive marchin& for miles over

ch'arcoall, the burnt, remains and- ashes of mûss once two

feet deep; imagine your steps arrested by blackened

trees, or dead trees withý bark fallen off, and the - trunks

bleached white, in singular contrast to the black ground.

Suppose that you pass through this level waste and reach

the foot of a hill, a hill of boulders or erratics, all water-.
wom and smooth, without ' moss or Echen on them, and

piled two and ihree deep, and, for aught you know, twenty

deep. You peer between thé interstices of the first layer,
and see the second layer; and sometimes through. spaces

between the boulderg of tlie second layer,î*i" ind a

third layer visible. The w'eR-worn. masses if '0 sizes,
from one foot to twenty feet in di- eter, and from one

ton to, -ten thousand tons in weîgýt, afe wa,'shed clean.

Mosses, ever green and bright, once co-ered them

VOL. I.



filliiig the spaces between, and chancrina their h,,.trsh and

unyielding outlines into- à level green plain or a gently

slopinçr hill, fair to look at, but dangerous to trust.

Lying at full lencrth on a giant erratic, -and looking over

its well-worn edge, I could without difficulty see three tiers

of thesè-1 travelled rocks,' and in the crevices the charred

roots of trees -%vhieh had i the mosses and lichens

viiieh forinerly clothed the with -perennial beauty.
Where did all these boulders What

come from

brouçrht them ? and zolte-re are they going ?

Turning agaîn to the black wilderness of charred trees

standina on the chaiýcoal-co*ered flats of sand borderincr

the -river, I 'Met thé men who were,,,encracred in CaXI-YMCY

the canoes and baggag,e across the - portage. They were

nearly as black as the grround they walked on, and looked

like a procession of i chimney-sweeps, silently, hur-

ryingcr through a country especially theïr own in Indian

file. Thb burnt country looks"li'ke a land of the dead;

an4 everything, in fact, is dead. Although the fire in

one part of it occurred three years ago, yet no new moss
has beaun to grow or ýý,mfus to s'pring up.; there is no

herb on the sand or lichen"on the. rocks, all is dead.
âancre to, enter one of the little oasésIt was a pleasaiit c r

in this black desert; it was delightful. to see the sparkling

river, -and the trout boldly darting out on flies : there at

-lea-st was life, and in one of its most beautifal forms. s
I as-ed Michel how far we should have'to travel.

before we had passed through.the boulder country, point-, d
ing at the same timeio the vast numbers. whith were

stre-,wn arà-tind us. Michel shook his head solemn1y, ashe ti
slowly said that rocks like those around us becanie more d
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numerous and large the fartlier we ascended, until we

came to Ashwanipi.

Embarkincr acra- in our canoes we paddled slowly

against the stream ;' but it was dispiriting work. The river

reflected the black banks, the dead spruce stretched their

bare arms wildly in the air; huge blocks of gneiss, twenty

feet in diameter, lay in the channel or on the rocks whieh

here and there pierced the sandy. tract througli which. the

river flowed; while on the summits of mountains and aloncyzz
the crests of hill-rantires they* seemed as if they had been

dropped like hail. It -%vas not difficult to see that many of

these rock-frauments --vvere of local oricrin, but others had

travelled far. From -an eminence I could discover that.
they were piled to a goTeat beiçyht between. hills .300 'and

400 feet. bigh, and from. the - comparatively sharp edges

ýof many, the parent rock could not have been far distant.

Althougli reýZrettinçy that destructive fires- should have so

changed the face of the landscape, Icould not but rejoice

ihat their occurrence-had been the means of displâying

the astonishinu character of this -boulder-covered country.

-But why all boulders P -Where is the clay which is

almost invariably associated m'ore or less. with travelled

rocks in other parts of the world? It would have been

delightful to have lingered in -the midst of such. awful

ruin, and -gone bacIf in imagination to -the infinite past,
striving to trace the history of those ' travelled rocks

which, I felt persuaded at ihe time, is not yet ftùly un-

derstoo'd. The huge fellows, * perched on the very edges

of the eliffs, so well seen against the élear sky, were par-

ticularly inviting., But we must hurry through. this

desolate land, painting its picture on our mémories and

2
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its moral on our hearts ; we have no time to meditate here.

We spent a quiet night in the burnt country, but we looked

r itther dingry in the -morning. The river now began to

cret very shallow, with scarcely water enough to flâât the

canoes. The bottom was comp -osed of fine and coarse

sand, beautifully sorted and ripple-marked by the action of

the current. We were evidently apprbachingor the source

of the river', for when we came to the next portage the

Nasquapee said we could not go any tarther with the

canoes; there was not water enou,li on the other side

of the carrying place. Anxious to judge for ourselves,

we proceeded about a mile farther, to Caribou Lake, in

the middle of the broad valley in which the river:flowed,

and well known to Michel, who said that he had fre-

quently been there last winter. We then decided to go

to the slimmit of a hill which appeared to be àbout four

miles distant. While break-fast was preparing, I crossed
the portage and examined the river. It was quite clear

that there was not enough water to float louded canoes.

The Indians in descending had to exercise the utmost

caution even in their little craft, which did not draw more
than five inchesl, and in ascending beyond the spot at
which. we had arrived they výere accusfomed to, drag and

lift their canoes through the wafer, éxceýt during freshets.
I directed Pier*re to make a câche of flour and what-

ever other articles were not absolàtely required, intending,
to, .le' the canoes in charge of' our men, an'

ave f d push on-
wards, on foot with the rest as far as we could cro.

In this solitaiy lake, èonnected with the river-*, we liad
dry channel.left by a pr insmall watercourse

the spriný. there were some fine trout, a few of -ývhich we



caught, On all sides of tbis little slieet of watér, which

might, be a third of a mile a'cross, the fire has swept away

trees, grasses, and mossesl with the exception of a point of

-forest which came do,%vn.to the water's edrre, and formed

the western limit of the livincr woods. For far to the west

and north the raçrinçr element had spread and carriedc ZD
desolation with it,'.but towards .the east the country

was green wherever trees or herbs could gro"w.' ---.The

long lines of enormous erratics skirting the river looked

like Druids" monumental stones ý_ for in manv instances

they were disposed in such a inanner wis would almost

-------------

7

CARIBOU LAKE.(illAil. XIV.

CARIBOU LAKE, XEAR TRE TABLE LAN-D.

lead one to suppose they had been placed __ -there---'bv
artificial.means. No language can--adequatëly express the
utter desolation of - the scenery around - this lake. The

dead trees were blanched white; the sand -,ývas blow n
into low dunés'; the surroundincy hills, -were côvereil witli
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millions of errittics, most'of them, white. Both birds and

beasts seemed to sh-un so, dreary a scene, and only here

and there did the raosses and willows appear to be

makin feeble efforts to rise agrain ii greenness and life

nd cover the terrible u, e(hiess of the land.

Inî. surveymz a vast tract of country profusely covered
Mme lichens and'mosses, our thoughýs naturally turn to

the ýuses of these be,<tuüful plantïs, and the part they

perforni in the general econo-my of nature- Lichens,, it is

well known. are di-tributed over every part of the world,

but' in "-'.some regions they acquire a. very extraordinary
lui v f

dev.elopinent, and to -man and animals, as

well as important materiaLs used in the arts. Deriving

their 'food chiefly fiýom. the air, they ggrow upon dead and

living plants, upon rocks and stones ; but the ar to

prefer certain of rocks in r nce .to others.P elan
W, e found, them most ab-tmdzimUy-ùýon gneiss, and much

less frequently upùn.,Aà4ré.aýdoriîe :, indeed, the, uniform

purple hue s rock, whenýseen in great masses, is

-prob.ably élue to, the absence of lichens and mosses,

-%vhieh so frequently beautify the surfiace of gneissoid

las. - Fîrst in importance to, the wanderin," Indian in
ubarctic North Ameriezt>is, indirectly, the rein

_s deer or

caribou moss (Cladonia rangij.erina), which at every step

inspires the tmreller in the Laurentian country with

admiration for its bea-utyý itz-, luxuriance, its wonderfùl

adaptation to the cEmate, and its value as a source of

food to . that mainst.-ty of the Indkanss, and consequently of

thé fur tri tde in thesse -egions,,- the caribou.

The Lapl.-ctnde.--zý, not- only depend on it as the prin-

cipal food for theïr herds of. domesticated reindeer, but

they ulither it diuiner the rainv season and ve it to their
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cattle. I clid -hothear- whether the Labrador Indians

made use of tliis.lich-èh--us an article of food% but we

often used to chew a few frafnuents. and found it notILJ SI

un alatable: when boiled it is slightly bitter and acrid.

The reindeer moss forms the softest carpet when moist

with rain. or dew, but in the heat of the sun it is- so dry.

and crisp, that when walking over it the stems snap off,,

and the impression of the foot is permanently left. The

tracks *of caribou made during the--rii,ý,:,rht are euily effaced'

when this lichen is soft---ànd yielding, but if the animal

haîs wandere-d--du-iing the day-time in dry weather, the

im Sion is lasting. The Indians can often determine

by this means the time when a caribou has passed a

certain spot, by careMy examining the tracks. If the

stems are broken, it must have occurred during the day-,

time, in dry weather; if they are merely pressed, it may

have been recent but were made during, the night, after a

shower of rain.

Next in importance to the caribou moss '-r'-àa's' fhe

tripe de roche (Sticla pulinonaria) throughout the cofder

parts of the North Americau continent. It is found in

abunéfanée ôn the trunks of trees,-as -well as on gneiss rocks,

and frequé'ntly attains a very great age, probably exceed-

ing the number of years allotted to man. Like, the well-

known Iceland moss, it contains some nutritive principles.

It is used medicinally, and appears to be nôt unfýequently
employed by the Indians for éleaning and healing

wounds, and in times of scarcity both Nasquapee and

Montagnais, as well as the Canadian hünters, eat it after

being boiled. In order to use it as food, it shoûld be

digested for a short time in a wéak solution of carbonate

of 'soda, washed', and then boiled ît yields'> a elly which is.

lit
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mal very palatable when flavoured -with lemon or wine. The
tripe de roche grows very abundantly in most parts of
Labrador, and may yet become economically valuable as
the source of'a brown dye, for which it is largely
employed by the peasantry of Northern Europe. Spring-

ing on the edges of tufts of caribou moss, the r'ed cup
lichen (Cladonia gracilis) is extremely common; some-
times it gives to the -surface of ' the rock a vermilion hue
for a considérable space round the tufts, under whose
shelter it seems to flourish.

The vast distribution of lichens.,in the Labrador Penin-
sula, koni the mourhful, beard moss which hangs from the
branches ofidying spruce to the ever-beautiful caribou

moss, will. possibly give some importance to those rugged
wastes, more es-pecially as the. applications of lichens to the
aAs are, daily becoming more numerous ; and it is, both

singular and mo'st interesting that- thé probability has
been shown, on good grounds, that a lichen, the Lecanora
esculenta of Pallas, was the manna of -the Bible.*-ý

One of the characteristics of this beautiful class of plants
is their duration in général. They grow with exceeding
slowness, but retain their général form and vitality forA

very- many years. They aretruly 1 time-stains,' and weR
do the deserve that harmonious name. They survive
the most intense cold, and livé during long summer
droughts in tropical climates. From the polar zones to
the eqator, under all conditions of heat and cold, on
the moàt'& unyielding and barren ýrocks, on'the living and
on the Ïftead, wherever there is light, lichens. gro-w. t.

MrÊat -lo'* Observe in Canadian Lichens.' Bv G. W. Lauder Lindsay,
_M.T).ý F.I,,.S. (,4n)ials o Me Botanicai Society of Cwiada.)
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CHAPTER XV.

THE BURST COUNTRY AND THE TABLE LAND.

An Excursion on Foot -Aspect of' the Country Elevation -
Scénery - The Dividincr Ridge - The Burnt Country - Numerous

Lakes -Boulders- Absence of Animal Life-R-ui-n everywhere-
Reflections-Life4'&.-theDesert-The Montagnais andthe -lýÇas-

quapees -Beax Feasfs- - Caribou Feasts -Winter Life - Michel
and his Cousins Caribou Hunt - His Affray with Wolves
Starvation in the Wintér Tripe de Roche and Birch Buds

Cannibalism. - The Aclvént of Sprincy - The Geese - The Value
of Geese to Indians-Ïýh-e iý;umber of Geese in Hudson's Bay liilled

by Indians-The probable Number of Geese in Northern America-
Mode in which. Domenique and the.NLasquapees passed the Winter-

Employment of the Women - Shiftina Camp - DifficultV of
catching Esh - 0jibway Mode of catching Fish in W'inter -
Return to Camp.

n EE of us started from Caribou Lake soon after
breakfast to 'attempt the ascent of a hill which

appeared to be about four miles of. and some 400 or

500 feet high. My ýrothe» glad of the opportunity

took his sketching materials to a favourable point of view,

with one of the men to make a smoke to drive of the

irntating mosquitoes, while he sketched, in all its sin--

gular deiail -of desolation and ruin, the wild surrounding.
country. The réist of the men were engaged injepairing

the canoes, making a câche, and arrangoing the. baggage.

'In the direction of the hill,' from our camp, a strip of

Woods had most fortunately escaped the fire, so that we
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were able to see the character of the forest trees which

once thinly covered the burnt region before the confla-

gration occurred. After toili'ýç)r-'for a couple of hours over

boulder-strewn rocks, we reached the summît of the hill,
and found it to be 450 feet above the lakel, or 2,214 feet

above- the ocean level, and 120- miles distant from. the

mouth of the Moisie by-the- course we*had taken, which did

not deviate materially from. a straight line.

The view far exceeded our expectations; it was one

possessincy a sublin-iity of character which could only be

found amonçy, such extraordinary elements as those .'which

composed it. The first striking feature was the number

of lakes, occupying distinct valleys, which seemed to lie

between low rangges of hills projecting from. a table land.

A shallow depression in the horizon instantly struck us

as the Dividiner Ridge, separating the waters of Ash-

wanipi from. thosé of -the Moisie, the waters which, flow

into the North Atlantic from. those which flow into the

Gulf of St. Lawrence. The large lake below the Dividing

Ridge was the one which the -Nasquapee said we should

see, where he had wintered with Domenique and his tribe,
and from. which he had departed scarcely a month before.

Far to the north-east was a very high range of mountains,
on whose top the snow. grlistening in the sun, could easily

be disting *shed with.-a glass. We were on the edge of

the bun t Co' untry, which extended to the north-north-

west and southl, while towards the east forests of stunted

trees bqïdered the lakes, and crept a little way',up the

sides of'the hills. The whole country appeared tQ consist

of a succession of low mountains, few of them. exceeding

in height the one which for'med our point of view.
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I counted twenty-two large litkes, * besides numerous

small sheets of water, -%vliieh eýýidently merged in-to

swamps and are probably more or less connected in tlie

spring of tlie year. A countless, number of erratics were

scattered in every direction, best seen, however, to'ards

the South and west in the burnt country. The hill-sides

appeared to be covered with them, and many were of

véry large dimensions. Those on the bare rock- -%vhere we

stood were well water-worn lichen-côvered, and appeared

to consist ôf gneiss, to the exclusion of every other variety

of Éock. I looked for glacial striS, but saw none I

searched carefully for moraines, but could not distihçyuisli

any, unless every valley could be said to possess its own

moraine an idea which the absen'ée of çflacial striS Mr

a time dispelled. The striS may long since have dis-

appeared -under the singular atmospheric, influences of

the climate oÈthis elevated region. The entire peninsula

was perhaps once covered with ice as Greenland now is.

The erratîcs appeared to be- uniforml distributed; but it

must be observed, that in the valleys the caribou moss'

covered them so that their number or the manner of

their distributiôn could not be well discerned.

Long and anxiously I looked round in every direction to,

see if I could distinguish any signs of animal life, but with-

out success. No sound was audible except the siorhing

of the wind. 'A marshy lake lay .at the foot of the hill,
which we had- asceirded with the greatest caution, on the

opposite side.- but no waterfowl were, visible or even fiýh

seen-ý to rise. Not a bird, orbutterfly, or bèetle appeared

to--i-iihâbit this desolate wilderness. Behind us lay th ê'

burnt -country, built up of erratics. Yet what à history
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did it unfold! A history of continental criacial ice, wear-

ing down rocks a-ndgrindincr out lak-e basins -a, history

of deep seas, bearing boulder-ladened floes of ice, drop-

ping - their - burdens as they floated over- a history of

stranded -icebergs an d irresistible currents - a history of

gradually emergingý land, of changing coast lines, and of

contin'ual change in the position of the travell"d rocks-

a history of frosts, snows, swollen lakes and rivers - of

long dreary winters, short scorchincr summers-and,
finally, a dreadful coifflagration.

But ' most bewildering of all reflections was the age-

the infinite age-of therocks of the Labrador Peninsula.

What exposure to elemén tal.warfare! -what a lonely ex-

perience of the changes whichthi' world has undergone!

The earliest known continent, the. longest above the sea,
dry land dùring the countless ages which formed the

great Siluriaù, Devonian, and Carýoniferous periods.

First, ice-covered for ages, during which frozen epoch it

underwent that change in' surface to' which Gré enland
is now being subjected; then, possibly, dry land, when

all th e« south and west was deeply covered * ith the
ocean, and ' the immense Secondary * deposits were being r
elaborated all the way- from the Arctic Ocean to the Gulf
of Mexico, -slow1y sinking and submerging during part
of the Tertiary and post-Tertiary periods to the depth
of many thoùsand, feet, - slowly.,rising subsequently ftilly S«

31,000 feet above the ocean level, yet preserving- still the
sàme old front, ihough' far more -worn but much less

troubled than in those dim and distant ages at the close
of the laurentian period, when ît emerged fresh and new
from, a Laurentian sea.
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Cartwright, in his & SLxteen Years in Labrador,' speaks

-of the boulders disclosed when fire liae sw-ýept off the

covering of moss, -and his account':ré'férs to the north-

east coast, 400 miles from the head-ýWaters of the ý Moisie.

Whèn a fire happens on a péât soil, at the end of a

very dry summer, the wholè of it îs burnt away tçi a-great,

depth, and will not only prodùce no timber açrain, but

also is both -danger*ous and trouble 'ome to walk over ; for

great nUmbers of - large stones and rocks are then left

exposed on the surface, and the Indian'tea, currants, and

other plants, which grow between, often prevent their

being discovered in time to àvoid a bad fall; but if thefire

happens early in the sunimer, or when the ground is wet,

the soil talzes lio damage. The burnt woods are also very

bad to waik -throurfh, until the trees are felled and' pretty

well.-gone to decay;. but in how many years that will be

I had no opportunity to observe: I know it is not a few,

and that it depends on particular circumstances.'

In the narrow tongue of forest through which, we had

passed on our way to this mountain, the,,,q y trees seei

were small spruce, larch, and birch, with a few Banksian

pine.

Growing in' crevices and hollows of the rock, the

Labrador tea-plant was common and caribou moss a-bun-

dant; time-stains, tripe de roche, with other -lichens of

simiiar growth, painted the gneiss, and a few other fqmi-

liar dwarfed shrubs and flowers decorated this lonely and

dreary willderness. Of birds we saw only one a spruce*

partridge, tenderly luring us from her nest and young.

The, country wé were surveying was on the borders

of the table land of the Labrador /Peninsula, through,
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which the grec river Ashwanipi flow towards the

Atlantic. Domenique, Bartelemi, and' our Nasýuapee

guide, all told us that the portage -which sepî, ated the

lake before us from the tributary of 'the Ashwani*. i wa s

short and low. It seemed to be a broad valley bet een

two rounded hills, apparently on the sam'e level as the one

on which we stood. We estimated the distance of the

lake on this side of the Dividing Ridge at less than fifteen

miles from us. in an air line, and deeply did we regret

that the low stage of water in the river prevented us

from reaching it. Had we been à fortnight earlier, it

would have been possible to pass with Ialf loadsuif our

canoe did -not 4raw more than six inches of water. The-""
old Montagnais path' over the portages was quite "as

élearly marked here as -on the Great Portage. The re-

mains of their camp grounds until we entfered the burnt

country ývere also numerous ; and it is worth observing,
that even where the moss on either side had been

destroyed by fire on 'sandy ground, the old well-beàten

path was plainly visible.

This is one of the winter hunting-grounds of the tribe

ofMontagnais *of which Domenique is Chief, No doubt

'before the fire occurred, t«hree - years ago, caribou moss

was very abundant and. the deer sufficiently numeroui's to,

sustain a -few families,. How utterly desolate I thought

the whole Ashwanipi vaffley must be if Domenique' pre-
ferred living last winter on the shores of the lake before

us, with such a wide expanse to the north-eaist and north

to cho'ose from!

He Iiimself killed in this neighbourhood thirty èa,»bou

and yesterday Michel pointed. triumphantly to the last
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lake we had crossed, sayincy Here I killed a caribou last

winter.' Wliât, a life to, lead amonc these rocks and

frozen lakes.! But no doubt when a pure mantlè of wliite

covers rocks, blackened trees, la-es, boulders, and burnt F
1,and, the aspect of nature changes, and assumes the same

2
outline as in aU otlier undulatinc recrions --%vliere snow falls

deep and lasts long. Five or six fâmilies wintered on the .C
other side of theý low Dividing Ridge -in the valley of the

Ashwanipi. They were Nasquapees and Michel told me

that his father's tribe and they -were accustomed to pay
'Lolding a féast, when -eitli"*'

visits, for the purpose of ër

party had been successfül in killing two or more caribou.

Savage lifé, in such a wilderness as the one I am de-

scribinc is sometimés oyous to the Indiaù s -themselves -if

they can kill enouprh to eat. The excitement-of the chase

the pride, deliglit and temporary comfort of -success, more

than compensaté- for privations to which. they are àc-

customed, or for the anxieties which. they do Ûot trouble

themselves -about. They kill a caribou, store away a

littlema-e a gluttonous and wa-steful feast of the greater

part, sing, boast, and sleep, until hunger wakens them, and

thé cold reality of their desolation is before-them. acralu

to be relieved and forgotten In never-chancsincy foutine.

At no time does an Indian look so, well, and, if he is

fine-féatured, so réally handsome, as when just returning

from. a successful and not too fâtiçruina hunt in the

winter.. His step is firm. and -proud, his eye dilated,' clearl,

and brîlliant not bloodshot and contr,,,têted, as it U'i-sually

is frôm. exposûre to smoke in his lodge. His cheek is

perceptibly-tinced with- crimson, seen through the dark

ý_kin is ir wet with severe toiL.h- lia: is soft and drooping,
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notwithsta, ' nding "the intense cold. He enters bis lodge

with a loud shout of, greetinçy, tbrows down bis burden,

cuts oE a slice, bands it to a relative saying, .4Eat! Run

and tell so and so to come. I have killed a deer; we will

feast.' Michel told me of a çyreat féasf M father made

last winter, when he had killed a fat bear,- how he and

one of bis cousins were sent on a message of invitation

across the Di,ý,idin(y Ridge to the'people of bis own tribe,

bearing aiso with them a small supply of meat for the-

squaws and children who could' not come such a loncZn
distance - a full day'sjourney on snow-shoes,-that when

he was close to, their lodges, he met two hunters coming

to Domeinique's camp, bringing part _of a caribou and an

invitation to, a feast, for they had killed four. The whole

party returned to the Nasquapee camp, bringing the news,ý

and- on the following morning nine in aR set out, each

with. a 'Ettle,.present of meat, -and arrived late in the

évening at Domenique's camp. The feast, then began the

bear was eut into two halves, and one half placed on each

side of a large -ire in Domeniqüe's lodge. Each Indian

had a short stick and a knife. They eut off bits of ineat,
roasted it for a minute, and ate it, and so continued

féasting until the bear was demolished. Some of them

when satisfied, would lie down, and after a ÊhortIti -me rise

again and renew their meal. The bear was not com-

pletely eaien until, de.ight on the. followind' m"'oming-
They, slept- during the whole of that day and the

following night. On the.third mornincs ý Domenique. and

went'several other Montacinais back with the Nasquapees

to their. camp and had a similar feast of caribou., Michel
spoke of this savage eijoyment without much emotion;
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but poor Louis, who 'eagerly interpreted his friend's

narrative, was painfully affected. To use a common but
-àpexpressive phrase, his mouth watered he, wished he had

been there. It did not often happen to the lazy Louis

to be the invited guest to such a féast, and his diet during

the winter had been seals which he said were very good,

yet not so good as bear. Nothing li-e bear fat bear

very:fine."
,2Z,ý

,On which side of the lake did you hunt last winter P'
I eriquired of Michel, who was surveying the country

from the summit of a knoll near Ceibou Lake. Louis

had to repeat thé' question thrice before Michel answered,

and even then I saw him looking towards the east,

moving his liand gently up and dowii, and apparently
A -Tfollowing somé imaginary obj ect. -His face was particularly

briglit and intellig'ent, and when he suddénl turned

round to Louis,.and pointed towards the nortli and north-

east, I was very much struck, with the peculiar excited

expression- of his face. What's the matter with Michel P' j,.,: 4,
I exclaimed.-----

Louis made due eg,. es but althouer Michel spoke
rapidly, and pointed in, variô ÜS- -directions, yet Louis

answered il't;--, Arousincy him, I -said----ý---

What is he sayingor, Louis P'

Tell you soon ývait a bit;' was theý only ýýply I c'ùld------
eliciL Louis now, :becrail to' 'question Michél, and an.

animated» conversation sprang up between them, in which-

Michel made many references to the surroundinor country,
and Louis listened with more than ordinar attention. At
last, with his fàce brighter than I ever observed A before,
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he told me theýým"én of Michers excited manner and tlie

sýibject of con*er,ýzatiô_n.

It appeared that hust winter -Michd-ancl is-

cousins. had. been stationed near Caribou Lake by Do-

meniq ie to, watch for caribou, and prevent th fr

tak: g a certain, path -over precipitous rocks which the'y

were known to fi-equent, and over whiéh- the hunter could

not follo v them szwiffly enough when only a little snow

was on the gmund. The -obj ect of the hunter was to drive

the caribou thro gh a favour-able pass, which would make

the death of some of them a mater, of cértainty.

Michel, when. we first saw hîrn on the mound, was mentally

re'ý-ie«%ving the incidents of that day's hunt and indicating

with the undulatory motion of his hand the direction the

cailou had taken. -.-The stor:ý'which he was telling
related to a singuhS incident which happened to himself.

He had been watéhing for some hours with his companio',
when. they beard'the élatter of hoofs over' the rocks.

Lookinger in a directiou from which they least expected

ciuibou would come, they saw two caxibou pursued by a

small band of wolv es,. uraldugg directly for the spot where

they w'ereý 1-ýin,cr. They were not more than 300 yards

w.ay,. but coming -with tremendous, bounds, and fast ini.
J

creasing the dstance between.themsélves and the wolves,,

who had evidently i ed them only a short time before.

Neither 3fichel nor lis corapamon had :fire-arms, but each

was provided with hiss bow and arrows. The deer came

on; the Iudians lay in the snow ready to shoot. The un-

suspeýcting anim.-ds darted past the hunters like the wind,
but each received arrow, and one drôp'edý Instantly

a fresh arrow they waitedlor't'he wolves. With a
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long and steady gallop thése ravenous creattires.foRowed

their prey, but when they came within ten yards of the
Indians, the latter suddenly- rose, each dischargged an arrow
at the amazed brutes, and succeeded in transfixing one, with
a second arrow before it crot out of reach. Leavincr the
wolves, t4ey hastened after the caribou. 1 There,'said Louis, ýD
quite close to that, steep rock, the caribou wliich Michel

had shot was dead he had hit it in. the eye, and it could not
go far. Michël stopped to guard his caribou, as the wolves eï

zzwere about; one of his cousins went after tlie--,deer' he
'lad hit, the othef-went back after the -%volves which had

en--W-Ounded. -The'-wolf-cousin had not gone far-back

hè hearda loudyelling and howling. Hekne-ývwh,-tt

the wolves were at; they had tulned upon their wounded
companion, and -výere quarrelling.-over the meal. The

Ind-a'n ran on, 4td, ca'me c t 'olose to the wolves, - who
made so much n'oisel, edily devouring the

first he had shot, that :he quite close to the'
andý shot another, it at onèe. . The caribou-c(Diisin-

had to go a long distance beeýrë hé'got his deer.'

Such -was the substance of lou*à narrati'n. ôf 3Ecl-ielýs

story ; and the excited manner and heichtened scolour'.of

the Nasquapee arise from hïs killing his caribou over
again in a happy. mental renewal of 'the wild hunt."-ývliieh

he and cousins had so trium hantlý brought to a close.

4Did you always have plenty to eait during last -winter

in.this part of the country, Michel?' I asked.

The bright'eye soon resUmed its natural lustreless

expression as the youDor Nasquapee's thoughts reverted

to ainful scenes of distress, arising from w'ant of ne'Cessîtry

-food and even ab'olute starvation, to which he h,-ý-td been
It
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an eye-witness not thýee--months since, in these same
dreary wilds.

'In the spring of the year,, before the géese-began. to
arrive thé caribou left this part of the country, travèl
north. Domenique could not follow them, as it wes
impossible to transport his family across the country
when the snow-was beginning to go. The ptarmigan, or

white partridge, passed away with the deer, and the
interval between the disappearance of these animals and
the arrival of the geese is always one of sufféring to the

improvident Indians of 4,his country.

What did you eat P I said to 3Echel.

He pointed to some patches of tripe de, roèÈe wÈich

were growing on the rock close to us.

Is that aU P ' I asked.

Ée advanced -a stép, or two, looked round ab4ut him,
then said something to LOUIS.

,He says they made ýroth of the birch buds.'
» Tripe de roche and broth of birch. buds 1 anything else
CNothing! -1 .

Ask him. whether he ever heard of India's eating ô ne

anothèr P Louis asked the question,, but Michel made no

answer. Louis however vol-ànteered the information,, that

Indians did eat one another when they were starving,
naively saying, ,if they did not, all would starve.

There eau be no doubt that instances of cannibalisIn
not unfrequently occur among the Nasquapees in the

ýIwinter season. Even Pèiýé Arnandl,'the zealous missionary,
states that such'is the case. 'On a également à déclarer
qqelques cas d"antropophagie, mais dont les'soufrances
excessives de la faim a-valent été le seul motif déterminant
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et encore cesont là des traits tout-à-fait à part. Car nos

Indiens se montrent généralement bons, en toute occasion

les uns envers les autres; on voit qu'ils aiment -à se

rencontrer et à se rendre service.

The advent of the geese is a oyfiil time to, the Montacr

nais and Nasquapees, who winter in the far interior of the

]Labrador Peninsula. When caribou, partridc,e,. and fish

fail, there is little left until the gffle come. Indeed

throughout North Ame*ica- the advent of the geese is

honoured or welcomed in many différent ways. Even the

name of a month or moon is. derived from t1ýe4 Moon

when the goose lays lier eggs.' The goose-dance is a

time-honoured custom anioncy-the Crees of the Saskat-

chewan and simîlar rej oicings and cérémonies exist

among the heathen Montagn'ais and Nasquapees. On the

Coast of Hudson Bay the coming of the geese is watch-ed

with the greatest anxiety. When the long and dreary

winter has fully expended itself, and.the willow -grouse

have taken their departure for more southern qgions,
there is 1 frequently a period of dread - starvation to inany

of the' natives, who *are generally at that time moving

from their wintering grounds to the trading Posts.

The -first note, therefore, of the large gray Canada goose

is listened to -with a. rapture known only tp those who

have'éndured great privations and gnawin hunger. The9
melancholy visages brighten, and the tents are filled with

hope, to which joy soon succeeds, as the son or brother,
.returning from a successful hunt, throws down the grateful

load.t

Rapport sur les Iffissions du Diocèà de Québec, 1854.
Recollections of the Swans P..

and Geese of 1-udson's ]Bay, by George
Barnston, Esq. of the Honourable Hudson's Bay Compauy. Read before
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It is computed that not less than 74,000 geese are killed
ann Bay, and that not

ually by the Indians lof Hudson's

less than 1,200,000 geesè leave their breeding grounds

by the Hudson's Bay line of march for the South,,being

the probable proportion of the vast army of at * least

2,000,000 geese, which:with wild clang pass across the

continent between the Atlantic and the Rocky Mountains,

to seek a winter home in the South.ýI

The mode. in which Dom eni* que with his tribe of Mon-

týgçrnais on- one side of the Dfviding Ridge, and the

Nasquapees on the other, passed their winter, may be

described in a few words.

Having seleéted their camp ground near the'lake, they

swept away the snow with little wooden shovels con-

structed for th ê' purpose, and pitched their lodges of

caribou skin. The"insidè' of the tent was lined with

spruce branches, with the ex .ception of a space about five

féet. square in the centre,.where the fire was placed.

Spruce branýhes were also placed round about the tents

to the heicyht of three or four feet. This nuserable sh élter

formed their -home thr oughôut the intense èold of un

almost -arctie ý'W'1nt 1ý1,r., and it -has' formed the dwelling

Places of thesé Nomadie' tribes,. for centuries. When the

weather permittèd, the hunters went out to seek for

caribou or ptarmigan, and to set, and visit their traps,
which were arr&nged in a circuit of many miles. Towards

evening they brought home. the proceeds of the day's'

hunt. The--squaws set to work to, Skin the marten or

the Montreal 'LZatural Ilistory Society.-Th-e Canadian Naturalist and

Geologist, October 1861.
Ibid.
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foxes, and prépa-re the stretchers. The men lay before

the fire after h'ayin,(Y, Ëaten and smoked talk'd or slept.

If they succeeded'-in killing a caribou, they would have ît

féast., and eut 'Uch more -'than was absolutely necessary,
lying throügho the next day in a half-stupid condition.

The w,,oî-m èn,.ýý' employed themselves in dressing the

caribou skins, either for sale at the Hudson's Bay Com

pany's PÔst --in the following'spring, or to convert into

articles of clothing, They also made sno'w-shoes, mo-
cassins, and, de*orated their new àarments with 'Por-

cupýne quills. If the weather was ba'd, so that the men

coýld not visit the tr'a'ps, they made bows and'arrows or

fish-ho'oks, or wiled away thé- time in smokihç.ý-- aüd telling

stories' of théî*rý'success in hunting, or oiheýr cidents of

,savage lifieý.,,.,-.,After having remained eeks in

one place, the whole iribe move cam fo]16ývincr the

caribou', qr goingwhere fresh tracks of those7,,a"'mals had

'been observed perhaps two or more days" journey'

distant.

The tents are taken d6wn, the baggage and little

children placed in sledcres made of two thin'birch boîSds,
liced together; aU who can walk attach their snow-shoes,
and the procession sets out in single file. The young

men lead the way, making the road through thesno-w for

thé others to follow. When they reach the point of their

destination, the whole process of raisincf the'lodges and Î7
lining them. with spruce, boughs has to be repeated, -

indeed, every time they move camp, -which, when the

caribou are wild, occurs frequently during, the winter-for

they must follow, the wandermg -animals, -on which they

depend.to a great extent for subsistence. The lakes do
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not teem with fish like those north-west of Lake Superior

and .11uron. It is very difficult for the Montagnais or

Nasquapee of the interior to catèh fish Ân winter, both

on account of their scàrcity, and the severity of the
ý---è1imajte which freezes thelakes to a great depth. In the

region. betweèn -Sü-peri'r and Winnipeg, the Ojibways

plant four or five sticks in the ice, round a hole which

they are careful to keep open with their hatchets.

A young squaw, -on the coldest morning, throws her

blanket round her, hurries to the hole in the ice, casts he7r

blanket over the. sticks, crouches beneath it, and, begins

to fish, catching in half an hour a dozen or more pickerel

or wall-eyed pike, with which. she returns to her lod e.

-But the Indians of the Labrador Peninsula have no

such resource, and lif the-éaribou'-fail they mùst look to the

ptarmigau (now that the porcupine is gone), to the

accidental proceeds of théir traps, or- to the- tripe de roche

-the last resource of sharp hunger. Oteln'e, a Nasquapee

from Ashwanipi, toldý.,me at Seven Islands that even, 1 he

remembered tlie time when star'vation was rare amon

his people but' the càý ibou and porcupine were numerous

then.' Such is thé precarious winter-life of these'savages,
and truly the aspect o*f the dountry which they delight

to -call, their home is sufficient to cool the ardour Of the

warmest admirer of a life in Labrador wilds.

Afier we had returned from ou'r excursion, and held

some conversation with Michel, we bècame convin.ced

that it was wholly luselbss attempting to proceed- any

further on foot and it would be impossible for us, 'w*lth

our smal»âpp1 'of provisions, to go round thé shores of

the lakeEý, and througrh the swamps which. sep-arated them
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'forýmany miles. Had there been any hope of procuring

caribou, rabbits, ducks, porcupine, or even a sufficient

supply of fish, we should not have hesitated; but 'to

attempt , to penetrate intô such a country wholl 3,
y

dependent upon the provisions which we could carry on

our back-s, was out of the question. Even if I had been

sufficiently selfish to insist on the men subjectin6 them-

selves to the- mere fatigue of journeying over barren

rocks, surrounded by treacherous moss-covered- boiùders

and succeeded by deep swamps, it is not improbable

that the mosquitoes and black flies would soon have

settled the question. The only way in which we

could advance was* by draggipg the canoes through the

river, whose bed was so mûch, obstructed by large

.stones and boulders, that we might endanger the safety of

Our frail craft, already, with one exception, much shattered. îf,
To- lose our canoes would be almost equivalent to losincr

the lives of the whole party, for it would have been

almost impossible foir, some of us in summer time to have

reached the coast on foot.

In winte' f .-the difficulties f such a journèy'-

disappear, for the road then lies over frozen lakes.

Caribou are moreý plentiful, and far more. *easily tracked

and taken there are no tormenting flies, and rapid

progress can be made.

Soon after returni mig to camp, I made up my mind that

it would be as well to prepare to descend without delay, _ýV
"ànd therefore I arrested the operations'of the men, opened

the cache which had been made, and, after a few hours" _14

rest we commenced our return.
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n- i 1663-làeutenmtl3gaW-sStatement-CaptdaBaddelefsState-
ment-M GagaWs Account of an Eraption m 1785 m the rear

of SL Pàes Bàýv-Iàst of ýazfàquakes in Canada from 166.3-
18U -The Fim-3[oýmtak of the Na&quapees -Probability of 'the

Bark Davs 3 baving been byYhes in the Interiorbuming

the làchm wd Messes - Mr. DaTW AcSunt - Inteme of the

(MUNTS of extensive conflagrations, in flie interior

of the IAbmdor -Penùmk are traditional among the

Tndians, but it îs very difficult, to, -form any true concep-

tion of the area over wbich trees and moss were destroyed

by fwe, from the , ery ggiaative forms Of expression fre-

quently adopted. by these people, as weU as fpm the

difficulty of meefing vüh those who are personaRy familiar

with the whole of the country overrun. It is very evident,
front the description given to me by Otelne and Arkas«ke,
Nasquapees at Seven Lqland.% by Domenique, who had

often hunted in A Lwampi and below that great, lake,, by

Bartelemi and by IficIýéý both of , whom had hunted near

Petichikapau, -_ flut a v&st portion o'f the table* land of

the Ubrador Peuhmh is, a burut country. , Fire has
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destroyed the stunted treesthe thick lichens, and luxuriant

mosses, and driven the main body of the caribou to the
north-eastern and northérn part of thecountry.

The occurrence of a -great conflagration is an interesting

question in the history of so wild a region as eastern
Canada and Labrador; for, with the destruction of the

means of subsistence, the- nomadic Indian races must dis-
appeaxý_ Annualfiresin the great pramiies of the vaReyof,

the Saskatchewan have -driven the woods bkk son e

eighty miles frèm their former limif, aud the same de-

___ýýEtIUctiye ggent--has extended the prairie land east of the

Red River on the north towaxds the Lake of the

Woods.

It is not improbable that those singular phenomena,
which produced what have been caRed 1 The Dark Days

of Canada,' may have been occasioned byet4e-,burning of

a vast area of mo'Ès and forest in the LabracTo Peninsula,
and have origi-ated much of its present mournful

aspect.-

In the year 17 8 5, several so caHed dark days occurred

in Canada, and excited much apprehension among

-the ignorant and speculation among the learned. Lower

Canada only was peopled by civiEsed man at that time, so
w

that we have no account of the occurrence of the,, Dark

Days 'in Îhe- upper province.

It is recorded in the Quebec Gazette' of October 2 0,
1785, that on Sunday, October 16, 1785, it was so dark ýIîî

"soon after ten in the morning that printing from ordinaxy

type could not be read. The phenomena are described

with 'ome degree of minuteness by Chief Justice SeweIL

,On October 9, 1785, a short perioïd of obscurity
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occurredeat Quebec -about four in the afternoon, and.

during its-r -continuance the sky-' the north-east qùarýer of

the heàeéns exhibited a luminous appearance upon the

line of the horizon of a yellow.tinge. On the 15th there was

a - repetition of the same phenomena at a little earher hour,

with violent gusts of wMd. hghtni-ng, thunder, and rain,

accompanied, as on the 9th. The morning of October 16

wa-S perfectly calm, and there was a thick foz,. Towards

nine o"elock a light air from the north-east sprang up,
which increased, rapidly. The fog by ten ü'élock was

entirely dissipated black clouds were then seen rapidly

-,advancing from the north-east, and in half an hour print

'çýýéoüld not be read. The darkness lasted for about ten
Tni iutes. At twelve a second period of obscurity took

place; then a third, and a fourth, and fifth, at intervaLs at

half-past four it was dark as midnight.

Four distinct accounts of similar phenomena are

recorded by Chief Justice Sewell as occurring on Tiiýv-3,
1814. One the pen of an officer of the Royal

-Engineers,-.supposed to be Captain Payne, taken fýom

TüRochs Il Philàsophical Magiiï-inee describes the appear-

ances at the Bay of Seven Islands above Anticosti on July

2nd and 3rd. A second describes what occurred on the
2nd at Cape Chat, from observations made by some officers,

who were on board the üwmport Sir William Héathcott

which, lay the whole of the -day at -anchor in the ]River
St. Lawrence -at- that point. The third contains some
additional, observations respecting the appearances on

A Few «N otes on the. Dark Days of Canada. By the lionommble Chief
Justice Sewé14 President of the lâterary and Ilistorical Society of Quebec.
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--July 2, made on, the same day in another ship, which
also lay of Cape, Chat And the laa relates, to the

which were observe(l by the Chief Jusfice

hùnsdf upon the banks of N7ewfoundkmd.

On July 3rd, twenty miles from the Uy of SevS

thedouds appeàý to be comingr rapiffly from the

northward the atmSphere w*as thick and'hazy, and at

night the darkness-excessix-a About 9px.a,-ýortof dust

or, asheý SoiiâmenSed and confinuecI duri4g the FIL-

night; towar&- the morning the whole atmosphere

àppemýed rea and fiery to a ïvouderful degme, and the

moon, then at the fu% not visible; the appeatance fbrough

the cabin windows ancl cn stalEghts ààgý in the ex-

treme, as if surroundecI by a of fire the sea

qwmhttýr much'> and in a manner not umctl in these lafi-

tude&3 On the following day the sý% WM' found to be

covered wîth ashes, the wind h%,çiug died auuy to a dead '-Cîý!,

calm. eaily in theMorning-
A bucket of water taken up looked as he ck as wriùuý,

ink ; the a shes 'I appeared ac if Mo se bea-ut icood'

On July 4th, the ashes were still obeerved to be fàlil'»g 4ý

in small quantity. The ashes wHected on deck,ýppeared"

to be those of burnt -wood.. but &uker and more heavy

thau -the ashes of a tobaSo pq3e.

The. namtive of the offiéers-, who m-ere on board the

U=sport Sk Wiffiam. Iléathcott swes tbat on 4idy.

18,14, there was a heavy M of ashes and sand. The lui

bleW grently from the north shme of the SL Uwrence.

The üùe acSunt zxtates that on July 2ad.,, when of Cape

Chat., for three dzays prex.-iou--.Iy ssome aéhes and zanoke

had been observed, but on the,seLýd no appearance of
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bupàt woôd was séen ; but at 2. 30 P.m. of fhat day the
1.1'

sun was obscured, and a total darkness -set in, which. con-

tinued until about Éunset.

The Chief Justice"s own observations were as follows

July 1814-Sunday.-A most - extraordinary day. In

the morning dark thick weather, and fog of a deep yellow

colour, which m''ereased in density and colour until 4

O'clock P.m., ait which hour the cabin was entirely dark,

and we dined by candle-light; the binnacle also was

lighted shortly after.

The relative positions of the different observers ait the

time when the phenomena described in the- preceding

paraggraph occurre shows that the northerly wind which,

blew on July 2nd carried élouds of ashes, sazd, smoke,
and vapour across the River St. Lawrence, in a hntý from.

the Bay of Seven Islands, to, Cape Cha.t, and then by

the westerly wind which set in on the night of July 2nd-

across the- Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Island of Ne.w.

_4bundland to. the great b and on July 3rd enveloped

the vessel in which the Chief Justice was sailing in the

same obscurity with which the other ships ofF the Canada

coast were shrouded on the preceding day.

Chief Justice SeweU attributes these phenomena to

volcanic action rather than to, an extensive conflagration.

He says As to the conflagration of a forest. The facts

of which we are in possession, do not appear to warrant

a belief trat such can be the causeý. It seems *m'pos-

sible to suppose that the conflagration of a forest could
have produced a mass of smoke so dense and so extensive

as to, overspread, as it did in October 1785, the gurface of

a territory exceeding certainly 300 miles in length, and
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probably 200 miles in breadth, and producing at its utmost

longitudinal extremity, and at mid-day, the obscurity of

the darkest night. And as the whole of the cause of

this obscurity proceeded, apparently, from the Labrador

country, where forest trees are few in number, stunted in

size, and spread in isolated patches over a general surface

of rock, it is the more improbable.'

The Chief Justice inclines to the view, that the pheno-

mena of the 'Dark Days of Canada' are to be attributed

to an active volcano in the Labrador Peninsula, and he

draws attention to the coincidence in the facts stated in

the narratives of the different observers quoted, and those

which are mentioned by Charlevoix in his description of

the earthquake in 1663: 'A Tadousac,' says Charlevoix,

'il pleut de la cendre pendant six heures'--.-tom. i. p. 367;

also on page 336, he adds, 'Une poussière qui s'éleva fut

prise pour une fumée, et fit craindre un embrasement

universel.'

Tadousac was situated at the mouth of the Saugenay
River. The Chief Justice also states that among the

Indian tribes on the north shore of the St. Lawrence a

traditional-é7lièf *f the existence of a volcano in the

Labrador country is said to prevail.

In the journal of a voyage in the country of the

Papinàchois, a Montagnais tribe on Lake Manicouagan in

1664, Henry Nouvel, a Jesuit missionary, states that on

May 11th he arrived at a river which the Indians called

Kouakoueou, and saw the effects of the earthquake on

the rivers, the water which flowed in them being quite

yellow, and preserving this colour until they mingled with

the St. Lawrence. The same effect was noticed on the

255cuAr. xvr.
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Bersamits River, and the Indians dare not venture on

them in their canoes.

He aLo relates that the earthquake had such a powerful

effect upon an Indian conjuror named Ouiskoupi, that he

.-- lýenouneed his craft and gave up his medi in to the

Ïonary, who burnt them. Lieutenant Ingall, who 'explored the country between

the St.ý Maurice and the Saugenay in 1828, states th àt the-

ophnon very generaHy prevails, borne. out by tradition.-

that an active -gôlcano is somewhere in esistence among the

mountains south-east of the Saugenay, but, he adds it

-wants the confirmati n of ocular proof, for not one of, the

Indians who traverse those regions in search of game

have ever seen the slightest appearance of issuing'

from the earth, nor did Lieutenant Iàgà1l hear of. any;

scoriS or. -vitrified rock having been discovered in the

country.t Without doubt the coast between Cape Tour-

mente and Malbay is fréquently troubled with shocks

of earthquakes, but whether these shocks ' are occasioned

by the working of some neighbouning volcano is a-

matter of mere speculation. ' N or does the ý-appearance

of the land bear evidence of there having ever existed

a volcano, to the south of the River Sdugenay, as .from

the well-known fertility of decomposed lava we should

find -a very Merent soil from. -' that hitherto discovered.-

If a volcano is at the present period in a state of active

operation, I should be much more inclined to suppose it

Relation des Jésuits.
t Remarks on- the* country lyingbetween theý Rivers St. maurice and

Saugenay, on the north shore of the St. Lawrence. By Lieutenant Ingall,
15th Regiment.- Transactwm of the Literar and Ph",phùwl SSiety of

QuebS 1 -
,, 1830. Vol. ii.
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seateci amocr the unexplored inountains of the table-

land of làbradorý to the norffireast of the Saugenay or the

Gulf Of St Uftwrenm
In October 1'785 the obseurity extended so as to, com-

prehend on one side Fredericton. New -Brunswick, and

on the other Monueàt A âùp,, the Adaman4 was on

the mom'g of October 16th of the end of the island of

An icSü. - There it vm thea clear weather; but to-%vards

the west the sbies company saw a heavy black cloud, and

by twelve on the -same da-v hAî safled into it, and very

ýhortly afterwar& found themàsàveý in darkness.

in 1828 Captain F..IL Baddély, M was eng-aged by
the Canadian government in. eýplorîng the Saugenay

couatrye and in his IRepSt which- was Published -àt the-

time, he states that Maffi«Y or Murray Bay, on the St.
Lawrmc%<> 90 mUes below Québec, has long been remark-

able for the fi-equency of earfhquýes.

Shocks are most i-equent in January or Fébruary : they

occur about- nine or ten times a year. ýlIt is not,' says

Captaie Badde4-, perhaps generAy *known that thc

exists hig,,hly respecbble evidence of a volcanic erup

having happene somewhere in the rear of St. Paul's Bay',
not faý from Mum., y lýày. No one, we think, wiR feel

disposed to doubt the fact after -p-eru-,ýý,'nçr the foRowing

aSount of it; vith. which, through the politeness of

Messrs. Gagnou and Chaperon, we have beenfumished.

It is the former gentleman who writes

In the joume wlùchplace of a ' to be lost,

be Izind enough to reSive the follo

Tu*qdayý Demmber 6M,3 lî9l. S Bay, and

at other neiZhbouri4,z places, at Ûbout' uarter - after
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seven, a severe earthquake was felt - the whole niý,ht wm

disturbed by small ones repiëatecl at interva1sý and by a

sudden shaking running towards the east The shockb- were

felt for férty-one days, from - two, (shocks) to five a day.

On Monday, December 5th, the shocks were ffly one-third

weaker thau those of the 3rd; the others were only

sma.11 ones, or rumbling noises, the weather beifr always

gloomy. Before the night of the 26th, 2 d'th, 1 had

yet remarked any eruption or thick smoke, at üw&s

curEng into, a flame. The temperature at a quarter after

seven in the evemng was Il' above zero by the

thermometer of R-éaumur (plus 06,0-7 of Fabrýeiq-

the next morwng the heat had ri-sen. to, 210 (plus 1-81 of

Fahrenheit). Two, mountains near my dwelling at 4som

40" north-west have a vaBev between them.. so fbat vS
may see It is by this vaàey or paeage

beyond them.

that I saw a continual eruption, mixed with ssmoke and

flamé, which appeared very plain on the h at o&eýr

times siruggling among themselve:sý as if too oppreýsed in
their remarked sevend tùnes thýý,%t üàs

issue. ý I have

eruption is always folloived ýy shocks of ewthquakes,

same day, and when it faiLs a dark and yeU«-,a,4 day-
foUow& When the eart you- eau preffirt

hquake arises,

that, it is going to, be so, much the nearer as this 4etated

smoke straý.!,cles'to get out, Some pexçsons to vàm I

had shown. these preparafions of the earthquake, warned

me in their turn that k* a moment the earth would

shake. And the effect confirms; it Fina11vý on this, nýet
0 the.9.6th,

217th,3 a most beautiful spectacle wass produce&,

The whole atmosphere was in flamesand agit8tedý, Ones-,

face su:ffered from the heat, the weather'-uas very calm,
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with flames.

known -khenInThi ap
by the pasýsage between the mountains, 'you see a cloud,
or smoke, quiet or aetated, and on the left and right tbe

horàm is perfectly dear.

U -fià of ashes covering the snow in 1791 was also
,aithk the reSllection of many of the inhabitants of

paurs Bayc

The followi4g Est of earthquakes *hich have occurred.
m Càm& is ftom the Catalogue prepared >y Mr. Mallet

for the Iki"-

lm Febmuy 5 Very -violent
lm :24 Tadousae and Murray Bay, -violent. IýL

00»ber 15 Vicient.
16;2 mmcà and _-Ipe
ru±

1.4744 X&V 16 Québec.
Unusual rise and &U of the water of

ýî
Lake Ontario.

Qý in -Notes on the Earffiquake of October 1860. By J. W.

Ius euthquake was observedby Père Fnmçois de Crepieul,, in the

&XMUN> mSth d Tàdousace and is recorded by him in a letter dated June 2,

16Z2. ]Ne Pèm- mxs that it was the continuation of the terrible earthquake ui

qd IOGý, 4 irhi& lm not since, cemed in this quarter of the north, although

it Xs " Imt Etde md at interval&'-I&ýW" de la Notav£e France en

r-limie

INe great&st Quetmeons in the Canadian Lakes during ten years'

cè&mý aie found tolbe in Ic&-e Ontario, where between the low water

ee 18e md the hiýh weer of 1858 there was a =ge, - of 4-5 feet. The

of Pxo&szyar -Dewey, of 4Zoéhesterý extending as far back- as

;Sý ýchow tbL- to'be the, inia'mum ranoge, during the whole period.
Ixes the extreme range of Lake Erie, as ob rved, to

c4mdNmtde$ev Sb g se
an]ýS observations 

at Milwaukee 
give

be 5 25 fee4 and 3U. or the

exýmý nnge Of Làke 5-5 feet

Thm- ,-4mrev of these great lakes, conducted, by Captam G. G. Meade

Eàitea Stat&,, Topogzapbical Engkeer, has produced the following fesults:

s 2
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That the hl-es are sensibly and rapidly affected. lby winds and
storms, depressing the water on the side from which the wind blo,%ys, and

raià:ng it on the opposite side- (In November 1859 the ranges due to
winds in Lake Erie amounted to 5 59 feet at Monroe; and to, 6-20 feetlat

BuEdo.)
c Secm& That independently of the wind fluctuations, the lakes are'

subjected to changes of level., due to the relative proportions of their supply
and discharges - the supply arising from. rains and drainage of thé water-
sheds -the discharges arising from. evaporation and the flow through. their
ontlets.

C Thira7y. Tha4 as a general rule, these last fluctuations oceur annualljy,
there beingg- a bigli and low stage every year-the former in summerý the

latter in winter:- and that within small limits of time these annual dmiges
are verynearly simultaneous.

Fowthly. That these annua*]. fluctuations, both the high and the low
stages, varýv in degree from. year to, year, theybein' the effects of variable
causes, and that the extreme ranges, as yet reported between- the highest
and lowest water_çý hm amounted to, 5b5 feet- in other wrdsý-the above

phenomena are those of a great; riverflowing through extensive reservoirs,
--which receive and absorb the fi-elshets, and thus modi*-, both in. degrree and
tùne of occurrence, the ordimàry fluctuations."
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'Y«Z
il,_91
1796
1816

1818
-1819

yy

month

December
Fébruary
Septeînber 9

yy . 16 .
October 11
August 15
November 10

Remarks

. Severe shocks, at St. Pml',s Bay.
. A violent shock

0 A severe shock at MontreaL
. A second shock, Iffl violent
. Felt near Québec.

At'St. Anarew-,s.
At Mont;reý slight followed by an

awful storm, with rain-impWg#4L4
with matter like soot

At Québecý a slight shock
On shore of LakeErie.

At Murray Bay, Beauportý-&c. Walls
ana chiraneys thrown aown at the
fOrM6-placý.

Severe shocks at Murray Bay.
At Ekmilton.
Said to have been felt at Quebec.

Montzwd, Three Rivers, &c.
MontreaL

1821 Fébruary
18--ie May 30

lm Augmst 20

1831 July 14

1833 March and April

lffl September 10
im Spring,

1849 November 8 and
1844
1847

» Yy

YY .7y
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month

'Year Remarks

1856 May 1 At Ottawa and its vic"iiýity.
1857 October In the Tjppe" Province.
lm January 15 At-Niagara.

ý.P ' May 10 At Richmond, slight
1859 >Y, . At Metis (Lower St. Lawrence).
18W October 17 Very violent at the River Ouelle, and

other plîýes in the Lower St, Law-
rence; chimneys were thrown downj,
and walls damaged.

1861 July 12 -Violent at Ottawa, throwing down
chimneys.

The number of earthquakes which- have visited Canada

since its discovery by Europeà'n's has been at lëast twe

e,* but it is -highly probable that this enumeration

falls far short of the actual occurrences of this phenomenon.'
Respecting, the _:fire mountain of the Nasquapees north -of 2.1

Lake Manicouagan, about 200 miles from the coast, too

Ettle is known fo assert- positively' that it an active

volcano. The name is suggestive; although it is -probable

that, from, ihe" long 'intercourse between many families

of this people and the fur 1 traders, such a remarkable

feature of the country would have been known-,to them.

Tààke Mani uagan was'visited, by a Jesuit missionary

in 1664, but although he mentions the earthquakes, he.
does'not allude to the fire mýuntain.

Ass ]Ming that there existed- in thé ýgreat peninsula *of

Labrador no other combustible material, besides the

stunted - trees, there would be good ground for attributing

the Il Dark Days of Canada'to some other agency thaï ni that

of burnihg vegetable matter ; but when we re:flect that

the country is almost - everywhere co-vereewiih:ý*-a thiCk
coat of lichens and mosses where these have 'e'ôýt bef

Notes on the Earthquale of Oct6ber 1860.
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burnt, and that they are even better adapted, -vV]ien dry,

to burn with extraordinary rapidity and afford during their

combustion a greater cloud - of smoke than forest, trees, it

will be appaxeât that the precise element for producing

the. phenomena of _smoke and ashes eýàsted in "the

Labrador Penksig -, to a remiarkable degree. ý Dry
caribou-moss burns,'-Îvith wondeýfiU rapidity, as we found

to our cost ; it a1% emits dense volumes of smoke, -and

leavés béhind a great 'quantity of ý ash and charcoaL

There is no reason to--. suppose.. that the table-land of the

Labrador Peninsula was covered with. forest centuries

go, or the missionary before mentioned, Henri No-4vel,
states that an Ouman*o*s chief told him----that in the

country north of Lake Manicouagan the trees were very
smo., and ïbàië '99- no birch bark to, make canoes.

-Thg- whol4--of the- burnt ýouiýýry through which we

passed. is still covered with chaxco2â'--àà7d--àsU6-§, w ' ere

sand forms the substratum: from the rocks they have

been. ' washed away by. rgins,' but«.on the sandy fiats

they form still a black cake. The ocýi=ence of sulphur,"-

in, the ashes, as described. by théý . writer - in the I Quebec

Gazette 9 of Oct.- 27e 1786,. is problematicid.

After having witnessed the combustion of caribou

moss on a 1a*.r-,ae scale, and the appearance of the -burnt

coiîatý ,on the borders of the great table-land of La-

brador, I am inclined toý the ophdion that -the 'Daxk

Days of Canada.were the result of a vast conflagration

in the interior of the Labrador Peninsula, and that the

materials which âssisted most in, feeding the fires were

the lichens lajid mosses -which. grow in such rich and

extraordiuary luxurianée and beauty in that desolate
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country. The astobisbing speed with which. fire runs

through the moss is well described by Mr. Davies, î
quoted in Chapter "X and there is no valid reaison

why a fire should not stretch from HudsoWs Bay toi the

Gulf of St. Lawrence in a few days, as far as the com-

bustible nature of the fuel is concerned; but its pro- tý;î

grçssis arrested by the presence of lakes, many and, broad,

and the swamps by which many of them are terminated.

A broad sheet of flame stretching --for many miles across

is at once divided by a lake, and as these lakes often occur

one after another for many miles, the fires, are brokeà and

become local in their effects, except in certain cases when

the direction of the «V Vn d changes in such a manner as to

distribute them more.,widely. Afire in the Labrador

Peninsula, where the* trees are few and far between,-

very much resembles a fire in -the prau*,i*es; but

to the extraordinary dryness --of the caribou moss it

spreads.with --much greater ra"pidity. It would be im-

possible to escape from an approaching sheet of flame in

Labrador by speed. The only plan is to scrape the moss

:&om a few. square yards, which is done with the utmost

ease, as it adheres to the rock or soil very loosély, and
14

then to lie down upon the bare earth. The smoke

arising from a fire*-made ftom this material is very

penetrating, as I experienced whýén - our canoes were in

danger on one of the portages. The air is filled with fme

dust arising from -the asheý ; and on sandy plains, where

the lichens and mosses are deep, and other varieties besides

the caribou lichens exist in abundance, the charcoal that

remains'behind covers the soil with a uniform, mande of

black. If a volcanie eruption had taken place since the
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time when Canada was discovered, it is probable.that the
..;à%rq

eady the Courriers des Bois, the fur traders,

or the offiSrs of the ][Iudson7s Bay Company, would have

recorded the Phenomenon or learnt the fact from, Tndians.

StHl. it maç-tý be aclmowledged that the term, ' fire moun-

tain-ý: taken in- connection wiffi the earthquakes which

hav e v'd'ted the region of the Iàower St. Lawrence from,

time to Ume., and the testimony of Monsieur Oagnon, is

quite ufficient to, tuirn attention to the probability of

such an occunmnce having taken place in recqnt times and.

the possi-bffity of its renewat
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CITAPTER XVIL

THE RETURN.

The Fiéhing Spoon-Dimensions of Esquimaux Fishing Spoons-
A French Half-Breed -Description of a Trout-Trout caught
with a Spoon in Lake Superior - In Lake Huron - Large Trout
of Lake Huron - Ice in July- Descénding Rapids - Ke-way-den

Ke-way-den going down a Rapid - ]ýe-way-den and the
Compass - Nasquapee Letter and Map - Nasquapee Post-Office

Lonely Lake - Muskeg Lak e - Vegetation in full Leaf at
Trout Lake - Tradition of a Battle near Trout Lake -Paul le
Jeune in 1632, and the Montagnais -The Death of an Iroquois -

C?
The Incursions of the Iroquois into the Labrador Peninsula
The Mistassimi Indiau -Names of Places and Rivers derived

from, Ilistorical Incidents-The Falls of She-wa-na-he-gan-
The-,-KQu-kou Câche -The Tête de Boule Indians-Majeshk-

Indian Graves-Beauty of the Sèë-- ëry nêar _TFo i-!ÎLe - A
Iiizard - The Sawbill Duck again - The Game of Bones -Tea

-Effects of Ice-cold Water-Ginger as usual-A Ludierous
Accident- Louisý,Tabognaying - Louis's Lo&çk-Canada Balsam-
Beauty of jUe Mesie - Salmon - Gambling common among the
Oiibways ed Crees-The Dawn of the Day'-,' Stony ý--Ee-way-
den again; his Gambling Propensities-Indian Repugnance to,
mention 'Names -Paul le Jeune's Account of this Repugnance
in 1633 - Indian Customs at the naming of a Child - Super-
sutions respecting Names - An Accident - The Descent of the
Rapiýs of the Moisie - The Third Rapid -Seals - A Narrow

Escape at the Fourth Rapid-The Steep Peock Portage-The
Fishing Station.

ATE in ille afiernoon of July 2nd, we put the

canoe, in the, water and tumed their- bows down

stream. Il Our progress was very rapid fýom the swiftness

of the current but the large canoe w* as several times in
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considerable danger, the water in the river having fallen

so much as barély to admit her passage, although she

did not- draw more thau six or seven inches. When

we came to a shallow place the menjumped out and

Efted the canoe over the pebbles, so that the bark...

already in a very shattered condition, might not toùèh a

stone. We arrived at sunset at the lake where the

Nasquapees, whose recent camps we saw a few , days

before, had caught, some large fish, the bones of the head

and: vertèbrS being strewed round the camp fire.

Under the direction of Michel we set a gill net, some

yards. in le4gth, and while it was hght I trolled

a-spoon,.but without success.

Althqugh. the spoon is own to, the Indians of this

countrý, yet it appears to , be in common use among -the

Esquimaux, for when we reached Mingau a few weeks

later, Mr. Anderson, C. F.,..showed me-'two Esquimaux

spoons made ofbone, with a' hook of iron attached, which

qýumàux

Andersoes Riveè,.Iýëtween the Mackenzié -and thé Copper-

mine. These spoons were very ingenîqiýsIy'-contrîved,

and the line is adjusted first through two hâles at the end

of the spoon, afterwards passing to 'One m the side, so

as to give it to, a certain extent, - a revokinzî motion when

drawn.quickly through-thewatersimilmto pro 1 duced

by a swiveL

The following are the dimensions -of those in Mr.

Aiiderson7s possession:

iengffi oýspSn'.anci h'ook 41 inches

Lengthcf bone spoon 210
Ilook of copper gr iron neaxly two-tenths of an inch tlick, without bïSb.
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The spoon is in commoin usze M uake and

many of the lazgest lake trout am ca4et _by it The

size to which this fish gror in that inktud sea is remark-

able.

Mr. Ma ckenzie, the of f icer in ch.", of the llu&-ýWs B&y
Company Post at Fort ViKam, took a trout in a net at

the c1we of the fishing seaý in 1858, whieh weýghed

eighty pounds. A French ke-breed c,%uC4t one of neady

the same dimensiowý and when asked to desim

naïvely san " You see that litde wom,ý%n there %s wdý she.

is my wife. She g*ave me a lâtile çmS làst 'ý\7ox-ember,; I

caught my trout ïn- October., I measared my mi& when I

ca:u,ýýht the trout; the tiout wcLç- -juç-t two span biý,vý thau

my little woman---ý-you understanýL'

A correct idea of the vast number of wbich am
il.en in Lake Supen*or by the spoon may be

the pemmI of the fcào-ming puaMph ftSu
the Repôrt éf the Esherv Overseer for the dLsuiet of Lakes

Oný Lake Supeýîor,, in September 18 QS, John Fîrdaym-e
a suboi-dinate officer -of the Fort Wàkývh Pois4 '-with a

common çpwn hook -and EnE4 cacrh4 in two hours and a

half, padfflk,cr),, over four miles of m%ý -betw, een Pïgton

'Tà*v and'Big Uout Uay, seventy-four ftout averamzý 49
Év'. -"poundq each.. Re told me. that he ww tired of

t'hem, in, or could 'have Med hiLs. canoe two or

- three tîmes, On September 27, 1859, on the ehoals

Horse and Yéo, Joseph Trudeaux
a common spom hook and a -rai'lmcl çp&e for a

ànker, caug 52
ht (saiEng) 115 trout Mi èx houm 1 saw

fàe fish next morning they aven. gý ei,.rht pouwk ewl,
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d some of them weighed sixteen pounds. At the same

time, and on the same shoals, greatly to the annoyance of

the lessees, "four boats of Indians and half-breeds were

similarly occupied, tacking ahout the shoals, with two7-

trolling lines attached to pach boat. I was told that in

1858ý on the same shoals, an Equimico Indian in one day

caught 250 trout of about the same weight. In October

18595 E. Boucher, of Vai - l"S. Pointý in two hours caught,
with . troUiýâg tackle, fifty-eight trout. On the 27th of

the same month, round and amongst the islands at the

entrance of the Georgian -Bay, Indians and half-breeds

were catching', with the- trollingor Enel, two or three barrels

of trout per day.

'During the night of July 3rd, ice formed on the canoes

the norning was bitterly cold until the sun rose. We all

hoped that the frost had killed the mosquitoes, but this

hope was vain : they soon appeared again in milli and

allowed us n*o rest. ý During the day we descended many

rapids, up which we had toiled wearily or portaged round,

but. in one instance the large canoe was nearly swamped,
and hadýit not been for the presence of mind of the men

she would have been lost. . Wholly regardless of themselves

they sprang into' the water, and the hghtened* canoe

,bounded over the rock against which she had struck. Two

of the men held on to her sides as she cleared it ; but one

unfortunate fellow was too late, and he was left standing

in the middle of the stream, just able to keep himself

'from. bekg swept down by the force of the current.

The depth was so small that he might easily have

-escaped with a*ducking, but the force of the current was
1

such that he would have been swept against some of the
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boulders'in its bed and probably received sevefe bruises.

With difficulty a paddle was thrown to him, which he

dexterously caught, and with its assistance he succeeded

in stemming the torrent and reaching the shore.

Descending rapids is certainly one ýf the most delight-

fül features of canée travellin& With skillful canoe men

there is little or no danger, if the water is siifficiently

deep, but many sad accidents have happened from want

of proper -caution or skill. Indians generally decrht î

-rllniaing rapids, and, beincr accustomeâ, ftom ýtheir youth

upwards to use the paddle, they thoroughly understand

its power, as well as the force of the water against which

they have to contend. Ke-way-den (North wind), an

Ojibway, was one of the most daring Indians in the

descent of - a rapid I have ever met with. The __ Seven

Portages on the ' nificent Winnipeg are very formi-

dable. almost -cataracts, and can only be descended by

.. well-manned canoes, thirty to thirty-six feet long.

When shooting these rýpids with some 'of the Canadian

exploring party in 1857, Ke-way-den wouldstand in the

bow of the canoe just as the fi-&U craft was about to make,

the plunge, and, whirling his* paddle round'his head, he

would utter a wild. scream of excitement, turn round, and

look at the men in the canoe, who were as intent and

earnest as if they were paddling for their lives. As. the

bow of the canoe dipped, Ke-way-den would resumé his

proper position and glance back with a smile, as much as

to say, 1 Theres fun for you.' But poor Ke-way-den, bold

as he was at -the » head.- of a rap'id or battling -with its

heaving and surging billows, shrank with superstitious awe

from a little harmless compass.

PASSAGE OF RAPIDS. 269
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He was employed by the ExÈédition in 1858, and

during a passage across a broad bay of Lake Winnipeg,
a dense fog came on, so that- the Indian in the stem did

not know which, way to steer. Ke-way-den, who, was

bowsman, insisted on one direction; the steersman was

equally positive that the point they wished to reach lay

in a different course. In order to seule the dispute a

compass and map were referred to, and the steersman

instructed to guide the canoe accordingly.- - Ke-way-den

grumbled, and said if they weint, on they would be far

out of their coursel,'but in half an hour the desired point

was' reached. Ke-way-den was astonished, and ever

afterwards, when disputing on any subject, and rudely

maintaininz his own opunon -a sad faffing with him.

it was only necessary'to draw the compass. out of its

case and look at,-it, holding it before when Keý

.way-den would instantly relapse into silence and quietly

yield to his antagonist.

On Lake Tash-ý-ner-nus-kow we found a Il letter stuck in

a clef1pole overhanging the b ank. It was written on

birch bark, and èonsisted. of a small map of the country,
with arrows showing the direction the writer had taken,

some crosses- îndicâting where he had camped, and a

large cross to show where he întended to make his first

winter quarter'. It was probably written by some

Ngsquapees as a to others who might be passing,.
up the river or hunting in the country. Near the letter

was a small birch-bark roll containing a little tobacco.

These articles were found in the neigrhbourhood of an old

camp ground which had evidentIý long be*en frequented

by Indians. The men took their dinner here, and were
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êketéhed. duri4g theïr repast vith their ianclkerchiefs and

Mosqu:Ïto nets about their Wes.

The water of the 1-ake had already fallen a foot since we

pmethmugil it befiffe.
On our return throug lm

,,h thé small lakes between Nipi

and Trout Lake, we ed withgareat, success, catching as

many trout as we wanted for our noon-day and evening

meaL We had. au opportunity of securing a àketch of

and Iâmdy laker, wbich the interference of the

mosquit(ffl preventea during our upwardjourney- Lonely

Lake is very picturesque, and fuR of trout

On the 5th we reached Trout'Iake, and founda great

Change in the vegetation,,as well as in the. little n'ver

throue which we had passed the canoes.

The Labrador tea, plant was in full bloom and scented

the evenkg air - the water Mies were beginning to show

their leaves on the mrfac(,>& and every kind of tree, with

the -exception of the larch, was in fuà leaL

There-ïs a tradition re-2pecü%« a battle which was once

fought near Ti-out Iîake'between the Mo and a

people from the west, But neiflier Domenique nor Bar-

telmi nor Oteke could. give any information respecting

the name and country of the people. They were probably

the Iroquois, whose excumons extended far to the east ýt7

of their own

The WM between the Montagnais and the Iroquois

are of very aucient date.. Pae le Jeune relates that when

Pâe le Jeme muy be w=dea as the father of the Jesuit missions in

Canadaý a1thOUý4, he aniTea ffl late M 1632, after the restoration of Quebec

to, France. Ife sûm made biLliUarnith the Montegmis lanomuage, in

which he wmte a eatechim, for tbe Indians. In IM he was recaUed to

France and made PicSureur -visàom Ebwgères.
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he arrived in Quebec in 1632., or 2âO years ag% he found

several Iroquois pîsoneý in the hands of the MonWgnâmý

and tha4 while he there, they inflitted on the

Iroquois the inost tortures befbïe« putÜngr them

to death. Ile.- d*=ibes one Iroquois chief as ïï %.i*'

while at the stake, and -when he finaUy sank beneath -the

awful cruelties towhich le w as subjected, the Montagnais

tore out his hSr4 eut it into litde pîeSlý, and gave it to

their children.* At this perioël the Montaeais lived

daily dread of a surprise by the Iroquois.

In 166- the Iroquois penetrated into the country of the

Indians, -whose huntiù,,gý-,,rounds intedocked

-with those of the Montagnais. The Iroquois, me hiudred

in number, divided into three parfies, one goingg tow,%r&

IAke, another into the Montapais SU»trYý
where they came upon a fortified Smp on làke PW

gouagami. The Iroquois kiRed several of theun&-rfý

nate Montagnais ànd. took some prisoners; but as îàey.

were reuadng their steFL% the Méntagnaý having

their friends, came UP w. th them. A battle ensmed,

which the Iroquois -were routed,, but not before they kad
tortured and killed some of their prisoae, t In 16724 le

Père Albanel passed flirough Lake 13L wbich he

describes as so, lare as to require twenty dzýyç- of fme

weather in order to voyaý-:e round it in -a--ca»oeý- Re ëstatets

that, eight or ten years before he arrived there, the

lfistadînni Indians were numerous, but, on aSouat of tàe

invaaon of the Iroquoi% they had desertecl the shSes of

Relafion de laN-ouwRe France, en rAý 16e; RelMiS dez, Jefflits
t baafion des J*,--,Uitý 1665.
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nifiSnt lake game
that ma«g which abounds m' "''of aH kikds

L to the country. .Ile found a large fort, constructed

of by the Iroquois, guarding «all approaches .to
the lakes, and from which'these warlike Indians made ý,uý

excurSw a,<,am:->t the ist&qÀnni and Montagnais. No

àbSiý«iw1 nation appean to, have made such extensive

conquests as the Iroquois. From the Gulf of St. Lawrence

to the head of Lake Superior they pushed their victorio-us

MàMhesý0 alw.Ys leavincr behind them terrible memorials

Of -their saccess and emelty.

In easteau Canada, the names of many falls and rapids

on some of the larger rivers are derived, from the

trew-herow murders committed by that ferocious and -- -------

race. On the St. Maurice, at the magnificent

catmet of She-we-na-he-àaan, 150 feet in perpendicular

descent and about twenty-five miles from the present

toun of Three Ri:versý, a terrible slaughter of the Algonkin

tzibeýs took plaS about 180 years ago. These Indians were

accastomed to visit the St. Lawrence durina the summer

atmths, and on their journey down the St. Maurice they

bad to make a portae round She-we-na-he-gan or

ýve of the need1e,ý The Iroquois, whose object at that

time appears to have been the total destruction of races to

the mr& ýànd east of thegreat lakep, selected the portage

ruund these fall as their place of ambush. A large

number of Atoukin canoes descended the river. together,
ma the Smp was made at the head of the falls. During

nýet âne the Iroquois came with deadly stealth upon

the deeping -M ggro and did not permit one to escape.

They then nu- de their w-ay up one of the tributâries of

the-,,;ZL 3L--turic-e, calied. the Vermilion River, and stationed

T
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an Iroquois in a tree to watch for the canoes which one,

of their prisoners had told them. would arrive in à day or

two. The. Iroquois was to, imitate the cry of the owl. when

he saw the canoes-; the others lay' in amhush ready to kiR

and destroy as soon. as the unsuspecting Algonkin came

within reach of their unerring arrows. The note...of the

Kou-kou was sounded, but it excited no surpMe among

the A ýcronkin ; m' a few minutes they we'r.e a'U-- vithin

range, and mercilessly destroyéd.--' The iemnant of the

Algonkin tribe at the---Present'dav always approach the

Kou-kou - ceache or owl-ambush with the same feelings as

an Ojibway- of Lake Huron visits the scenes of former

surprises by the Mohawks.

The faRs of She-we-na-he-gan axe also memorable

Indian traditions on account, of the death of a party of

Hurons, under circumstances very characteristic of the

Indiau race in former times. After -the dispersion of the

first-named eople in 1648, a large number established

themselves north-east of the St. Maurice that river being
-ýfixed as the boundarý between them and the Algonkins.

A party of Hurons had been hunting. on the banks of the

river, and were returning with loaded canoes down
They were at that time at war

stream. with their neigh-
ibours flie Q-oùkins. On approaching the head of the

She-we-na-heýegan they heard a signal, and, looking up,
they saw.a party of their enemies half hid ' den in the foliage

of the surrounding trees. The ][lurons had advanced. too,
-far--toýrecede. A was impossible to paddle back against the.,

and to land at the head of the falls -was toi throw
themselves into the. hands of their enemies, ane submit to

the -unsparing scalpinc-knife. The Huron chief, glancing
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at hîs enemies, gave a war-whoop of defiance, and steered

his canoe to the edae of the falls.. In this resolute action

he was followed by his people, andthe whole party wér'e

preçipitated down the dreadful, abyss and for ever lost

to view.4

The upper part of the valley of this river is now

occupied by the Tête de Boule Indians, also spE kincr a

dialect of the-Algonkin tongue, and once a formidable

tribe, but reduced by small-pox, measles, and rum, to a

small remnant of their former numbers, They attain to a

great age : from, reliable data, it was forinerly ý not at all

an uncommon évent to meet wîth a Tête de Boulé 100

years old. The name is not characteristie of the people,
for although they bave very bushy hair, yet they are

decidedly good-looking. Their rrounds in-

terlock- with those of the Mistassu*u* -Indians, who border'

on the Nasquapees. They axe exceedingly carefal of their

burying-places, and generally place a little pile of wood

near the grave for the use of the spirit of the dead.

So far back as 1830, one of them, named Majeshk, was

supposed to have been a century old. He remembered

the balish Conquest of Canada, and at that time he bad

been for some yeaxs a married man.,. In his prime he

was an ambitious and successful.warrior and chief, having

conquered all the small Indîan tribes, who after the

destruction of the Iroquois had returned and reoccupied

-the territories'of the great Algonkin -nation, from which

they had been driven by their- powqrful,,,and victorious

enemies. The extent of country over- which Màjeshk

Fx-plor.ation of the St. M.,aurice and 0ttawýà, by Lieutenant Ingall,
la-th Regiment, 182-19.'

T
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ruled reached about seventy miles from east to west.

eeparcelled off the different lakes and waters to the several

inembers of bis family as they grew old enough to hunt

for, themselves. He was alive and well lu 1830.

In Chapter IX. the view from the Top of-.-the ,-Ridae
Portage was described as magnificent. -S it

0 appeare

then, in the ftffi glare of noon-day but on our re-

tum it ev én seemed to be -more beautiful .than before,

more imposing and sublime. - It was one of those scenes.
which one likes to- contemplate in silence -and alone--

when the thoughts which it suggested might come with-

out restraint and be.wholly in keeping with such beauty

and loneliness. 
1

The distant mountains at this 'time -were eftveloped in

smoke, which rolled in vast masses. from the west, and

evidently came froin an extensive conflagration.

The day was hot, and it was with great difficulty that

I prevented two or three of the men from, drinkiner

copious. draughts of water froin a little riR which issued

from, beneath a mass of ice, which partially filled.one of
the numerous crevices on'the portage. On'..the Top of
the Ridge Portage I saw a lizard five inches long, the

on1yrepjýe of the kind observed in the Moisie ýalley.

When we arrived at-the lake > where I had seen'th- é
sawbiR duck and her brood, I searéffied for' them acyain

with MY glass, and found them swimming near the oppo-
site shore, close to.the spqt where they were first noticed.,
I could only count seven: 1-two had disappeîtred, having

probably faillen *a prey to -fb:sýés and martens.ý * When we
approached within 200 yatds- the wary bird uttered her

warnin-gr note, and the whole. family quickly made for the



lit

cu.8àp. xvil. TOP OF THE RIDGE PORTAGE. 277

shore and hid themselves amonkr the Labrador tea-plîtnt,
which çrrew qLiite close to the water's edge. Durincr our

rapid descent we saw the tracks of deer and caribou on
the portage path, and- in'*-one instance we were quite close
to a bear; but the noise made by thè men carrying -their

loads througli the. trees alarmed the animal beforeI could

get ready to fire, and ht 'sprang ïec-theý.-_bushes out of

sight. One evenina durin our return Lobserved 3Echel

who was always doing somethincr -%vhen in camp, makin,,r

some little disks of wood, with a hole in each, and string-

in(y them on a plece of leather; he attached a thin strip

of wood to the end of the string, and, with Louis, was soon
eng ed in a game similar to dur Cup and BaH. ,_Výon

enquiry I found that the game was common amoDu hïs

people, and was frequently pjayed b thein at their lodges.

According to his description, the apparatus is made in

exactly the same manner- as the Nah-bah-wah-tah of the

0jibways' or the game of bones (the Nah-bah-wah-gun-.

nuk). The Nah-bali-wah-gun-nuk, of instrument. with

which the game is played, is constructed in thé foRowm

manner The bones are made from. the hoof of the deer,
or caribou, and made to fit one within the other to the

number of twelve, the one nearest to the hand when the

instrument is held for play being the largest. A hole is

bored throuÉrh the centre of eaèh, and the bones are strung

upon sinew a short deer-skin thoncr; at one end of the
oý J.

thong à bone needle' or skewer is attached., and at the

other extremity a piece of leather four iûches long and

one and three-quarters wide, eut into the shape of an oval.

Small holes are made in the piece of leather,- whieh is

called the' tailand. four holes are drilled into the last
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r'boiie.'» The thong is weighted _with a piecè of léad close,

to the taÎ4 the last bone slipping o'er it. -The players

agree upon the stakes, which are placed before them in. the

lodge, and one of them takes the bones and becrins to play..

Ris object is to, catch as many as he can on the needle or

skewer in a certain nu aber of trials- ; the làt - béùéýj - if -

caught siiý,gI à - of the holes drilled into it counts

the hirghest ; if the tail is cauç:,ht, -it àL-o counts next to

the last boue.

T'he other bones count-,'one and a skillful player

will sometimes catch ei,ht -or ten at one.throw.

One mornincr e ieryone of the party, with the exception

of the complained of restlessness during the night.

This appeared the more sb=,cre, as we had aU undergone

unus wl fatiýe dýiýc the precediugg da:y, and were glad to

retire to our tents at an early ho-tir. 1 have no doubt the

inabilitv to sleep ams*e from drinkin too much tea. I

was fearful lest the men should be overcome by thirst,
and be tempted to drink ice-cold.water while the blood

was in a very heated state, and with a view to, prevent

this% 1 ssent the cook forward to-the end of the Top of the

Ridge Portage to raake a large supply of te.,ýL We were all

very thmsty, , and- dra-ul- copious draucrhfs - of this most re-

keshiug bevera-ge, besides tea at breakfast, dinner. and

supper; the consequence was that none of us could sleep

for several hom-&

îXotwithý;t-andicr the precaution I had taken, three of

the men dra-nk ice water on -the portage, and during the

night were seized -with vomitincr and severe pains. . It re-

quired -sever.-il doses of gainger in hot- tea to restore them.

On the morahicr of tbis dav we arrived at the mouth of
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Cold-Water River, tnd the sie once acrain. In de-

scending the steep ountain wh e the land-slide before

described had occurred, an accident happened, which,

miçrht have- been 'ery ulifortunate both to Louis and

myself.

The path was wet with rain which. had fallen during

the night, and in- many places very slippery. I was a few

steps in advance of Louis, -who was carrying a canoe; my

burden- consisted of a knapsack rather heavily freighted

with geological specimens, -vçýeighing between sixty and

seventy pounds. When we arrived at the steep desceiit I

called to Louis to be careful of his footing, and. began to

pick-my steps with the caution enjoined on* him. When

abouta quarter of the distance down the s'teep,, I heard a

loud Ugh'ý' just behind me, and at the samemoment the

bow of the canoe touched .my knapsack, drove me off my

balance, and down the precipitous hill. I caught, hoid of

the bushes, as I was rushing wildly forward, and so checking

my falI, was 'brought up against a spruçe trta with a

violent shock, the efect of which lasted some time. No

sooner had I touched the tree than the bow of the canoe

passed over my head,'taking of my cap, besides giving me

a severe scrape ; it wa"s also brought up by the trunk- of the

same tree. Turning round I saw Louis sitting on the

ground with the canoe still on his shoulders, holding on to

it with strong deternunation that it should not be injured

if he côuld, help ii. He- 1'aýs glad to be relieved of his

burdenl, and when he had swept his long hair from his 2e

face he looked at me with a piteous expression, pla

his two hands beneath him.
&Are you hurt' ?' I saïd.



ý _,e_

280 THE LABRADOR PENINSULA. CHAP. XVII.

No., not hurt.

Wli-v don't you cret up, then P -'the canoe I)s all right.'w b C
Louis smiled faintly, but did not stir.
Il Did you slip, that you came do-wn the ý IiiH as if you

were taboçm,-tyinçr P'*
Yes, I slipped I didn't want to break flie canoe, so

I sat down and slid as if I was

I looked up the bill, and sa-%v L'uis" track ovèr the wet
soil and moss About twenty yards above us there--was a

piece of a garment which had been tom from Louis« durhicr'-D
his rapid descent.

Louis; I said, , youve lost part of yé ur trousers.'

Seems like it', he said, ass-Limingr a recumbent position
by leaning against the trunk of a small tree near hie, and

havinçý apparently no intention of risincr from the ground.
Shall I give you a pair of trousers-will tbat'do?

& Thank you, do very. well."

The same eveninor 1 saw him coRecting- some balsam
from. the tree near-our camp, and storing it in a little birch-
b,,irk cup he had -made.

Cmiat are you getting that for P I sidd.C -
Oh,, nothing ust a little balsam..

Well, -what 's the balsam forP'

Loitis . looked round cautiously to see- if zanvoiiv
withiii hearinc, and whispered to me-

Got bit of linen P
Yesl,' I said.

V éry glad if you give me bit of linen.'

The Il tabognay is a little sIedge upon - which people iii xvinter amuseC
theniselves in descendin-cr hills covered wîth snow.



1 broiight Louis die-Ênen, he retired iaito the

The men ffiat he c-onàderable

unéýýineç;s for t-tvi,-) or du-ecc but heput off dieir

enqtùrie,,z- by savilig lie 1-rad hurt his Ieg a litde. The
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Am voit sen., telled I said.
le Yes,

'Docs it huri you

e'Not much ;. think I Pitt a little olý - beiter
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poor fellow was afraid of the -ridicule if they became

.aware of the nature and seat of his trouble.

Once again- we embarked on the rapid Moisie, but

then it wa-s descending instead of ascendincr, and the

torrent carried us â1onor with. délightful riapidity. We

travelled -in a few hours the same distance that had taken

us several days' hard toil to win as we strove against the

stream.

The great exertion'-*e made during the last thrée days

to, get to, the river, in conséquence of the torment to which

the mosquitoes and black-flies subjected us, caused the

sickness of three of the men, sô that when we floated oD

the. Moisie the canoes were but half manned. But the

relief obtained, from the cessation of the attacks, of the

flies soon had a good effect, upon our health and spirits.

I wa.s glad to find that the impressions produced by theý

magnificent scenery as we- ascended the river were by

no means changed or modified during our descent.

f It was most delightful to glide.past the toweri ng p-Lu-ple

rocks of the second gorge of the Moisie,, and'to gazé on

the lovely scén'ery without.any harassing cares, or distress-

in(; doubts. The current bore us swiftly along, and we

Ëeeded the,- salmon n*sing --výith, sudden - leap to

iheir fuU.- in thé air. 'At the'-Si-way-si-m-cop

Portage we stayed to take up a câche, and fish for half an

hour'at the foot of the falls. Oùe- of us caught a very fine

trout and some salmoin fry but 0 attempts t 0 lure'the

grilse, which were numerousat, the foot of the falls, proved

unavailinu Louis had evidently recovered - from. bis slip

on the Cold-Water River Portage, for hé rolled down the

steep hill of sand which forms the Up and Down Portage
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in the highestý state of glee, lookincr wilder and more truly

savagè than at any other time.

I soinetimes thouorht it stranç,,re that -neither he nor

Michel or Pierre ever seemed to, think- of gambling

during rainy weather when we were compelled to remain -
in camp. . The Ojibways and Cree's with whom I have

come in contact near Lake Winnipeg seem to embrace every

opportunity to, indulge in their favourite pastime. ]But

Pierre said that the priest had forbidden it, and none dare

to disobey the injunction in thisparticular, at least when

in a mixed company, lest it should come to, his ears. The

taste for gambling îs vé determined among Indians

generally, and especiany, among heathen Indians, and

even among those who, having become Christians, are- yet

frequently thrown into the society of heathens.

Some singular instances of this passion occurred when

encampeà near the Lake of the Woods during the winter

of 1858. There-were two Indians belonging to the party

nained'Stony and Ka-jig-a-kanse, or the ,Dawn of ýthe

-Day."

One winteÉs eveniner when -the thermometer was, at

zero, tbey went away to, a camp of Qjibways about three

miles off lo, indulge- in their favourite gaine. They

retumed just before- daylight in the face of a euttincy

wind, the thermometer. a, few degrees below zero. Mr.

Gaudet was su-rprised, to find the two men apparently

sleeping under one blaýbket on some pine branches laid o * 'T'
the snow. He called. them, but received no answer; lie

went to them and tried to pull -Lhe blanket oE them, but

they held it-fut. After some enquiries and a sudden pull lie

-tked, and that they had onlfound that they were both n.« y
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ust retUrned, in that condition across the prairies, liaving

gambled and lost every article of clothinor except their

waist-bands and breech-clothsl, to the 0jibways of Lake

Plat. They did not even deign to borrow a blanket to

shelter-, them from the cold of the pitiless breeze blowing

in their teeth. They ran for it," Stony said, 'I and they

beat the frost, for -%vhen they got to the camp they were

too warni, but were gettincr rather cold now.' They

were supplied with fresh clothing, and cautioned not

to go from the camp again without leave. At s.unset Ka-

jig-a-kanse, who was spokesman, begged leave to, go with

Stony and try to win back their clothes, saying that he

was sure they would-be sucéessfül. this time--in fact, he

knew it,
The two scamps returned in. the morning triumphantly

brin-ging back all their old clothes and some others they

had won. It appears that, before they departed, they. had

concocted, a plan to cheat theïr antagonists, w hich they

worked 0*. ut successfully. Stony was.a curious Indian

fffll of contradictions. Every month he would go into

the settlements at Red River and spend or gamble away

his earnings; he was excessively fond oiwhiskey, and

nothing could 'keep him from it, if it could'be obuùned

i-mywhere in the neighbourhood by stratagem or môney.

After a , week's dissipation he would return sick 'and

humble, snd ask to be employed again. He was very

well -Eked, and au excellent hünter, so that he was

generally'ý-forgiven. He exhibited his pride, like most

Indians, in a rather singular manner. It became necessary

that some of the men should haul some sledge' laden

with proýýr1sions over the snow, because the dogs were
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fdready ovexwt- toiiv ý%ras as-ed to give a lâélpincr
hand, seven villingly taken

-d Frewich voyageurs 1avîng

What ! do you tik-eme for a dog, that you ask me t * o

haul a sledee -4uid Stony; 'II ara an Ojibway, and a

hunter-let them haul the slèdge pointing to some Red

R14-er half-breeds,

Kéwayden., qf whom: I h&ýe before spoken, was a terrible

munbler ; he would often -lose 0 his clothes and bis wages

for montILs to come, but he was generally fortunate enough

to get theui back again either by &ir play or foul. He was

brave, un4zRupulou-,.ý and superstitio ' but a splendid

hand with z% paiddle : and in going down a rapid none

could excl him..

I askecl Michel his Indiau eame while we were waiting

for the men to exhume the citche we had made at, the

Up and Down Poi-bige, but he made no reply. Neither

Louis nor Pierre knew his Lidian name, - nor would he

tell ît t.o them ; merely saym'g, ', Ask my father-ask my

father.' The indizpýtiün to tell bis name reminded me

of the difficulty 1 havebefore found among the Ojibways

and Creeess of the Wmuipeg VaRey. They will rarely

repeat Îheïr own name or that of. their 'dtildren ; and - so

tenacio-tts zâre the Montagnais of this. custom., that I do not,

at -the preseut time know the Lidian name of 3fichel or

Domeinqilleil althoixgh Otelee, and Arkaske, Nasquapçes.,
told me their ùam ý-at once. The objection which- the

Montzw have, teR their names has been handed down
from remote fiýý for Paul le Jeune speaks of it in bis

--r . sý -ed the name of
narra. tive N% ï, iii Mâla. He , ys, " I ask
one of thein rixe txi-it hizs heid u-ithout, 41yill(,r C41Dyt11iDgý
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Frenchmîm ct,*ed -another, saving to hini, &11 Khi-e,ýiiehe-

nicasson? ",-Wliiit is your name ? He rephed,,">

teriteWý-I Imo-%v nothing <bout, it. I

that they %vffi not tdl their mune to. anyouel, 1 don7t

know the reasson. Nevertheless, if you wxk an*x-býx1y eL,ýk%

the name of such a pemn, he wM teR you at- onS,- but

he wiU not tell you his omi name." * An Indi.%Ws nwae. ÎS

ust as often the result of accident as otherwi-se, and ,i;zomt-b-

times they are the reverse of pleçtàn,çr <wd flattering tifk-,ý

Amongr the 0jibÇvays north of Uçtke -Superior, Nvheu a

child is form<qy named, a feast. Ï-1-1 Preix1red.ý Çwd t4her

Indians are invited. Some time before thé comp»y are

assembled the kettles are îg=ncreý before the M1%4ýèr t£

gthe feast, who is generak the gn. udf,ýfuer of the chUd, ïf

it has one.

When the gguestýs ime assembled., he smokes for a f;ý,%v

minutes, and makes three separate ý,-peechtÀs with',ý%

between each. The eUd îs then handed to, him ; he

it on its cheeký-,,ancl names it. It 's'then handed round to

the guests, who repeat the name4 and 1à1ý the infânt

If the child is a- ggirl, a woman grenerally uçtmeýç- ù.

Each guest places a piece of tob*--tcco before the maýzter

of the feas4 after which Sremony the mçet attmicti-,-qc

part of the entertainment begin,.,, when, IndizS

they demolish the good things preparedl,

If a eUd is, ill, the father or mother wül not -tmfirq,ý,-

uently (lange its nzune, under the I'Mprffl-lon thýçtt ks

life wiR themiby. be -;uved. But they sometimes t--,u-rv.le, qi
thé superstition zdU further, anid grive the ehild tvtcb or.

* - lZeLition & lza Fr=t-e,' en 16=
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thrS names, to prevent the incantations of other

Indians 1 to their tribe havin(y any effect upon

th& off ýprija.«-

A hèavy thunder-storm induced us to land during the

afteruwn,' and while we were discharging.. the... çanoes.
-of a portion of iheïr load, one of those accidents happened

whieh no doubt cause, thé death of many Indians in the

wood1s. One of flie mehl while endeavouring to take a

gm fi»m beneath the bars of his canoe, struck the

against the side and discharged the g'un. The

shot jxa-,ý through the side of the little craft, blowin 9
a lare piece of bark out. This compelled us to shift a
portion of the'bagg-

,,age into'my canoe, as the broken one C;.ýe
fflùd not carry more than two men without taking in

watex. We went on until nightfall -proposing to repair

the Snoe after we had Smped.

At sunset on the 7th we reached the. sixth rapid of the

.àîàqe,ý but to cur astonishm n found that the river had

fallen s-so, much that we could'pass it without any delay.

This -rapicI lies at the end of the Grand Portagre, and rather g
tbaupeùn encounter that stupendous barrier, we deter- cA

to go down the river, running those. rapids which

were jxL-ý-,bIe for small canoës, and portagiÉg round the

rest The second rapid in-volved a short portage, and at

the dird we camped.

The -,spot where we pitched our tents was by far the

-wUdeýt and most inhospitable we had yet encountered.
The river flowed in a huge crack or gorge, with polished

rucks on each side to 'about twenty feet,, backed

tw steep cragsz or -ééý hills, between 400 and 500
fî é e t h ý, gh. lu order to procure fuel, the men had to

04
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chmb above thé wall of rock, and throw dry wood do'wn.

Our tente -w.-e---re-pl*tclied upon a ipit of sand, whieh had

formed in a little ba-y- of the .gorge, and lay,, for about one

foot in-depth, on the flat polisbed. rock which during hial,

water formed. the béd of the river. The scene after night-

fall was very picturesque. The narrowness of the gorge'

did.'not admit of our seëincr the sk unless we gaze.d

upwards ; -the hiver rushed over ý a ledge of rocks

seven. feet higrh, and when illuminated by our fire, looked

terrible in its fury; Holding a flaming piece of birch

bark over the'angry waters, -in the eddy below the fall,
salmon came, looked., and darted into the stream.

When we glanced. upwards and- northwards, an aurora, a
. comet, and. brilliant stars turned our thoughts from the

gloom. 9f a narrow crack in the earth to, the fields of

space in- which the shining diamond glittered, the -lost

manitou wandered,* and the dancing spirits of the dead

held their nightly frolics.t

Early -on the following -morning I observed ' seà1s

swunnung towards us;- and havîng fired at"one-fello-%v, I

was not a little surprised -to see fifteen or twenty of these

animals roll off flat rocký into the water. They had been

sleeping there durincr the ni,,crht, andâhe report of the gun

woke them suddenly, and for the'.present spoileci our-

rospects. of gettingr a seal. At the fourth rapid, we had

some difficulty in ceryingr -the éanoes oveer the cn*çmntie

fiiigments of rock which obstructed our passa"ge. Many

*-T't is a common belief amonc some Indian tribes that comets we deities
who haveleen driven from their proper sphere, and are, compelled to

wander tbmuzh,,:;pace.

Indiau call the 'Aurora the dancing spirit of the dead.
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of these were fifteen feét high, and all symmetrically

ârrancred one ïym*g against the other. The general

inclination. being down stream, ice had no doubt brought M,
many of them, from the -Upper Country, and packed them

close at the bends of the river. It was very trylng and

indeed dangerous work to bring the canoes across them.;

----for-ýwe--ýcould---not--yet-.,affbr-d---toýbreak--â-cànoe,

about sixteen miles from the fishing-station at the inouth

of th e- river. At the foot of the fourth rapid, a little

accident occurred which for the moment alarmed us all.

I had.crossed the river in safety, although the swell was

terrifie; yet the skill of Pierre was so great, that we only

shipped about a b ücketful of water. As soon as we

reached the eddy on the opposite shore, Pierre said I had

better tell Mr. Gaudet not to attempt to cross in the large0
canoe with six men in it, as the water was too rou andLa

Ir there was danger of their being swamped. I turned

round in my canoe to beckon to, Mr. Gaudet, but it was

too late; he had already started, and was pursuing the

same course across the tail of the rapids w1ých we had

just taken. We watched his progress with brea-thless

anxiety; the canoe came two-thirds of the distance mi

sâïfety but whIen- it entered the sweH of*the rapidthe

water came over the sides of the frail craft., One of the

men called out, We 're si nking Gaudet replied, in a

Voice which. could be heard above the roar of the torrent,
Nage! Nac,,re IT (paddle paddle 1) Inch by inch we saw

the canoe settling deeper, -as they forced it through the

water the men, with Louis in the stern, exerted them-

selves to the utmost. It seemed doubtfül -hether they

would reach the shore; they succeeded, however, juist

VOL. 1.



290 TIIE UIBPt,.IDOR PW INSULA. CHAP. XVII.

in time ; for as the bow touched the rocks, the stern

-was level with the water. One of them. jumped out and

leld the c-anoe., the rest sprang on' shore witli the ex-

ception of Uuîs, who briavely maintained his'place, and

,wept the canoe round with his powerful steering paddle,

sso that the ý men wuld take hold of it. It was half ffiR of

water, but in another minute it was hauled on the rock,

turned. over, and launched. .again.

The'fifffi rapid (descending the river) involved the most

formidable portageý» It was first up and then down a

mountain path, sso, steep and slippery that I had serious

Tni 2ivingfS about the men, fearingg they might slip and

hurt themselves. The two Indians Pier re and Louis, being

accustomed to such. rough work and very surefooted,

eiiiigý to ca-rrv', the smaR canoes across, and four men,

two before and two, béhind., were detached to bring the

l.lge one. No accident happened, and we accomplished

the short but forinidable portage* in safety. The first or

s ix-rth ra-pid of the Moisie was passed also without any

mishap, and at noon we found ourselves at the beginn-hig

of the Gr-and Portage. We hurried on to the first fishing-

station, and taldmg a s£-mon from a net, for the

shore and dîned. luxuriously. Aîter dinner all hands

was-hed and changed their clothes, and before sunset we

-reached -the fiý-,hing-vfllage at the mouth of the Moisie,

and took up our quart-ers under the hospitable roof of

lEr. lIollýldztv.. the lessee oflhe Moisie Sialmon Fishery.
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THE MOISIE BAY AND THE FISHÉRIES OF THE GUtF.

New A-rrangements - The King's Poist -A Nasquapee - Hi'
Clothing-His Arms-Stalking a Cow-The Nasquapee*s Astonish-
ment at seeirig a Horse - His Autics - The Impressions of Nas-

quapees when they see Oceau -Louis'Wife again -The Fishing
Station at the Mouth of the Moisie - Mr. Tétu's Deep Sea Fishery.
- The Importance of the Canadian Fisheries- The Cod Fishery-
Habits of the Cod - Mode of Fishinçr for Cod - Importance of

Fresh Bait - Preparation for Foreigop Market - The Stagre - The
Processes of Dressing -The Header, the Splifter, the Salter, -c.
-Difficulty of Drvmcr Cod-Fish Ogal-Fish Manure-Its
Value - Its Composition - Compared with Guano -Value of
Phosphate of Ammonia-Vast Importance of Fish Manure.

re

QON after our arrival at the 'mouth of the Moisie, I
heard that a schooner would. sail at daybreak for

Seven Islands. This was an opportunity not to be missed;

therefore at three on the following morning, my brother

and 3L% Caley, with four men, the baggage, and a fresh

supply of provisions, set sail for the beautiful Bay of the

same naine. Mr. Gaudet and myself remained behind

with a view to collect information on various subjects.

We- proposed to walk in a day or two from the Moisie

Bay to Seven Islands, the distance beiiig only sixteen

miles. Louis, Pierre, and Michel remained with us to

act as inter reters in case we shouk1-reqý- e-----theirp
services.

U
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Mr. Hollid-ay, the lessee ' of the Salmon Fishery, occupied

the house which had been built by the Hudson Bay Com-

pany before the station called the King's Post came into

the possession of the Canadian Goverilment.

AU the Indians whom we saw encamped heré upon

our arrival, had crone to meet Père Arnaud at 8even

Islands. A Nasquapee with, his family arrived on the

second day after we had reached the Moisie Bay, from Lake

Ashuanipi. They were dressed in caribou skins, and had

sufered much distress on their ourney from want of

food.

On the last day before reaching the fishing-station, the

father had eaten his mocassins, after dividingr the small

quantity of caribou meat which was left out of their

little store amoncr his children and wife.

He wore his hair in two long plaits tied with a bit of

ribbon lïk-e the Ojibways of ýRainy Lake and Lake of the

Woods; his arms consisted of a bow six feet long and a
number of arrows of two diffierent kinds, one -with a broad

heavy head about -two inches in diameter with a bit of flint

fàstened to the extremity, the -other armed with an iron
barb. The fint Idnd of arrow ý wa s for birds and small

animals., the second' for caribou, bear, and lynx. He had
a long knife of European manufacture, some fishing Unes

inade of sinew and fastened in the mànner described

in Chapter XHI. He had also a small net made from

the sinews of the caribou which. was used for catchinçr

speckled trout. This fa ily had never been to the coast
before, and were, like many others, induced to leave their

hunt.iliçr-grouncls by the M ontagnais and some of their
own tribes, whose accounts of the sea, the ships, the white
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meii, 1 ftxi their.e and û e rtde noire (the priestý h.-ý,id exci

curîo.4ýty.

A,-s he ivas descen(linçr theMoisiein l's emoe .1 few

miles from the statioa. he sziv- a on. the- ec1gre of

the river. A cow to flie Nasquapee IICNV speciés

of anhnal, ],", r fliaù the cýwibou zmd zis striotig as a

bear. He- saw it drin- in the- wlieii li.-alf -a mile

vay. Micat coidd à be He. tt-x>k lt for a .1zu-ge deer

of a kind he had never secin or eveii heard of before., zand

with stealthy cautioni he handed, left his- czuioe l'a chzarge

of his jsquaw, and advanced throiigh the fix-est to st,,d- the

cow. Fortimately he was seen by two men, borti on the

coast, and in the eraployment of 3&. Htilhda-ýv wlio were

goincr up ýbe river in a flat to s-et m1mon nets. They had

1wded to prepare some s-etkes, and at the time when. the

canoe appeamd round the bend of the river wexe sitting
balf hid in the lonçr gmss, ou the bwik.

;LI' , smoldng a pipe

near the spot where the cow -%" s thiukin", They saw

the canoe stop,,, then turn towanks, -ýshore, aud au Lidizui

élothed in deer skin get out and c-qtitîoti-4v imscend the

bank They immedkately suç.-pýted tkat the.ztnulgt>rwas

who had never ç-een a cow "im, wid that

he had the animal for a_ Eurge khid of de, u- wid

was groing to sWk iL Creepiug up the b.-vak sû as -not,

to be seen by the squaw -ýin. -the -- cýmoe, diey got betweeii

the cow and the place where they- thougglit the

quapee would. come, coumaling themselves k the -auder-

brush.

Five minutts after they zz-tý%v him -,-tppttxtdi -widi giwt

caution, bow and uro-v in h;and.

He reached the.top, of the b.--tiik.. 1-ýeem%d over itý gazed
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for a few moments at the unsuspectincr _Cow, and fitted

an arrow to his bow.

One of the men thinkhicr they had, seen *té enou

and that another- -moment lost mighl be followed by an

arrow in the *Side of one of the very few - Co" ws on the

coast, called out aloud, -Nitchee! brother or fi-iend.

The Nasquap ee in amazement turned7ia-und, paused for a

moment, and replied, -Ho ! Ho The men show- ed thein-

selves, and walked towards the dC-'.ýcýcn, saying a few words
in Montagnais and poïntincr' to the cýw vas

not wild, that it belonged to, them, that lié niiglit approach...
it without fear of its running away. Thé \asquà-pe-ý,e,
eviâlen much astonislied at first, soon recovered himself,au-cl went -lç A W. animal

g the men.--towards the co ' The
unaccustomed to such-'visitors, strolled off into the woods.

The Nasquapee called to'his squaw, and soon after steppied
into his canoe. The men,. seeing the disappointed'-Iook of
the *hole party and their emaciated appearance, gave
thé m some . biscuit and a little cold -pork, which was
equally divided b the fiâther,

.y and devoured by parents
and children *in a manner that showed that hunger with
them was a sharp pang-_

We met this Indiali again at Seven. Islands a few days
afterwards ; there he saw a horse for the first time, but
his astonishment appeared to be much greater than at the

first - sierht of a cow. Heý walked -round and * ound the
animal, laughed, shouted, and clapped his hands. The
horse'begau to partake of the Nasquapee"s astonishment,
and after lookincr at his Nv.*ld admirer for a few moments
trotted of.

The first. iii-ipressions of Nasquapees wlien they -see the
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ocean are strongly exhibited b tlicir behaviour -is well

as by the questions the' ask. They gaze at it without1 y c
speaking for some minutes, approach the hucre -%vaves

rolling up on the sandy be,,-teli, and look long and wonder

ingly to the rigglit and the left. Stoo"inçr' down, they

touch theý w-ater with -their fincrer and taste Ï4 spitting it

out quickly- They'ask many questions about the size of

,,çASQI-APFSuS ON THE MOISIE. ý

the ocean, how far it is across to land, its depth, the

kind of fish, it contains, and whether devils live in it.

After -. their curiosity is ý&atisf1ed on these points, they

appear to ta-e no further interest in the inatter. They

lauggli at''tlle schooner sailing -by, gaze -with astonisliment

at the immense number of cod fish which .they see lying

on stacres on -the beach or broucrht in by the fisbincr boats,
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and inany of them mentally resolve, no doubt, that they

will take up their abode in a. country which appears so

rich in the good things of this life. But sickness soon

sei2ýés them, with the-, first change of weather, and they

becrin to sigh for the pure dry air of their native mountain

wilds.

I took a canoe and crossed the Moisie Bay to visit the

fishermen on the opposite side, and thère, saw Louis,
wife ýmî company with two half-breed girls; she was

cold, haugorhty, and handsome, tiaking no notice of Louis.,
who had paddled me across the Bay. The poor fellow

was. very discons-olate, but recovered his spirits when

some -one told him that the priest intended to effect a

reconciliation when they came to Seven Islands.

The ' fishing-station at the mouth of the Moisie Bay, li-e

most other similar places on the nortli shore of the Gulf

of St. Lawrence, presents during the summer season a busy
and animated scene, but in the winter it is desolate. In
1.859 the population in the summer was 1,500 engaged in

fishing for cod, with 300 .boats. In'1860 the population

was 1,000, with 250 boats ; in wîter the :totý1 -number of
people remaininer to take care of fhe fishing establishments

was twenty-one, in 1859-60. The Bay, especially on the

east side, presented a very lively aspect when w e visited it,'

and there were some ten or'a dozen schooners at anchor

taking in cargoes of fish. The beach was lined with stores

and - flakes ý on which, some 100,000 cod fish.,were drying

at the time of oùr visit. We went to see Mr. Tétus patent

deep sea fishery in which, lie had taken 150,ÙOO cod fish
in a fortaight. It consists of an immense net divided into.

eight compartinents, into which the fish enter without
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ffiffiCUltYý but ffi3m -which they cannot or do not escape.

Thi'S M1,le traP czatgches aR lànds of fish, from thé caplincs

to Tlie fi,;,,herineii take the -fish out with scoops

aftler EftiUýZ one of tlie eompartments of the net nearly to

the sýSfiice of thé wiiter. The entire net rises and falls

with the -' ;,-md îs not affkted by storms, but it is liable

to be. c0à mith shme, and to.-râpid, deterioration.. On

looking over the àde of tlie boat into this deep sea fisÈery,

ive observetl tliou&inds of codfish swi»iminor about in the

Pound.' 1U. Tètu infonned us that hý allows the fish to

remain in his net;s- until he requires, them; they feed as in

,a preserve, and he r-ui supply bis neigghbours with fish- at,

iny time to keep their worlunen employed when the

weather is tc-bû boisterous for the boats to cro to sea.' Mr.

Tétit îs subjecfinfr- hùnself to a fine for using a mesh

,m,,)Iler thm t1i.ât aRowed by law; but he- says that the'

profits, of hïs; "- eiT wiR enable him to pay the fin*es. On

the dav of our visit he took 91D000 cod fish out of bis

The C.-amadian, fisheries on'' the lower part of the river

eiffier direction in thirty to forty feet of water,
the depth of the net-ý find their Course intercepted; some of the fish pass

mmd the ýeawàe âde ýof the net and escape; the others-or some of them,
coming laudw-.udss enter the first compartment, swim round its side, and a

portion intu the compartment, swim round its - side, -md, always

pue-um,ýý, a çtraiý-,ht courz#--, ifltimatély enter the third compàrtment, and finally
the poýmd or füur& Smpmunent. The fLsh, when swimming round the

sidee of the net, art observed to pa---3 k the n.-crow do(ýxs, keepino- always

ght that, if the doors are alwavsgush with the sides of the
net, the &"-h IlSý -- ,ýht on and do not; turn out of their course to pass

tbxough them, aud eun,"uenflýv remain in the pound when once there. It
is- nee&e4ký.- to that the net iz--,fimed witli net, and really forms a gigantic

bag with square and namw pezpendicular inlets. Mhen the fish axe
taken out,.the p&mmd or any single t-oiupaxtment of the net is raised by

mpn in -wh-,-, heul up üie net -with rope attached to the floats.
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and Gidf of SSL Uziwrence am of the. highest

importiance. The extent of mast under the

diction of the C,-uiadizui Grovernment, washcxl by çzalt cw

mater, exceeds 900 miles.,' zSd at

seasons of the yezar the sea whieh it confineFs-

in a- great variety of fish zimd mzarine

The c-hoaL- 'of herriiý,z, mi,, ým(1 m.-tekeM whieh

approach the Canadian shores didmçr the leKilýj mt-1

summer am iiumeusse, <,tnd,--tpptirently

Tox%-arýLi; the end of .ýovember, çmd at the be:,ýitvaiitýk çtf

December, there am seen. to enter the gidf.. by the

straits of Belle Isle, innumerablè herdz-, of -whieh,

after havin,£ ollowed the mast of Librador a,ý-, fu- as,

Cape Whittle, proceed to seek in the middle of the mff

floating f1eldsý of ice, on which the fem,,Ues depoeit their

yoimg ones in the month of March.*

Certain shoals, -such vs those of Jtýèti...

are &equented every year by ïa considerable uuntl)ex- t,-ýf

-%vh.ctles of different kinds; the piu-stàt a thks huggle

.al. enTagess many the Port of

The çsýon,, jimstly Slled the kinct of

found in môst of the rivers of the' North Shore.. of Mýa, tkw

and on the masst of Gaspé.

The ssea-trout, the h.ýtddo&-., the k-dibut, the- Càk4.., the

caphn, the lobster, fiumish the s-ettlers along the

with abimdance of excéRent -food. The co&I, hexriug,

salmon, aud the sea1- mid wh.--de, among

animals- . livinçr in the sea, have attracttý1 more te the

Man-v of the àcts mentimed in this deswýtiS of the e the

Gulf axe'ùom the exceilent rej-Kért fte 1859 by -captý Fortiu',

the Il Canadienne a Gox-emment vesssd employed in the px%>tt-cý,ý ke tht-

fisheries in the Gulf t£ Lawrence.
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zittention of the fisliermen of Canada. As to the 1-nack-erel

fiýheryý it may be said to have been hitherto almost

enfimly nèglected. The advantage of prosecuting this

branch of indiistry on a large scale is left to the United

States fishermen, to whom it is a source of considerable

el* lu In Canada, at present, the mack-erel fishery is

pr;wti2e(l- only in boats alongr the shore, wlien the cod

fîshery is not productive. It has never been made a

sped-à object of pursuit.

THE COD FISHERY.

The cod is abundant on the coasts of the different

pnvmcla*s of British America in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

It k generally found at a deptli of from twenty-five to

s;iýy fathoms, and is seldom ta-en in more than seventy-,
five faffiomý.-,-. But when the instinct'of reproduction is

fdt, it' approaches flie shore in pursuit of the caplin,

-wlùch it then, mal-es its chief food, and rem ains for six or -'iý t4Î.

eiý,ht -wýs in twelve, eight, and even five fathoms. It

is then that the talý'mct of this fish eau be most successfiffly

carried on.

The tod appears on the Canadian coasts at uncertain dates,
between the 10th of May and the lst of June,

but. lsometunes later. Ithassomefavouritefeedinor-grounds

where it is found in far greater quantities than elsewhere.

These are also the places which present the greatest ad- -P7

TffltiMes for the preservation and hatching of the spawn.

Il-.txiug deposited the cod withdraws to the

where it always finds food in sufficient quantities

to -ýztùsfy its well-k-nown. .voracity.

Cod are found in great quantities along tlie coast oÈ
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Gaspé, from'Cape Chat, in the River St. Lawrence., to

Paspebiac, and- even as far as New Richmond, in the Bay of

Chideurs. Formerly they were taken ' in abundance even,

at Rimousky, at Escoumins, and in Carleton Bay. But for

the last thirty or forty years they have'appeared in such

small quantities in these places that fishinçr for them has

been given up.

On the north shore of -the River and Gulf of St. Lawrence

and on the coast of Labrador, the fish abounds almost'all

alonge the coast from* Point des Montsý to the boundary

.of Canada, in Blanc Sablon Bay. But- it is chiefly in

the last-mentioned bay, in * Bradore Bay, in Salmon Bay-,

at Docr Island, in Mutton Bay, at--Matisho,uhan, at,-thè

River St. John, in Magapie Bay, and--at Sheldrake -Rive .

that it is most abundanL

in many of these place s* the cod approaches so near the

coast that at times, from 4,000 to 5,000 may be taken at a

single haul of the seine; but they are generally:fished for

with hempen lines and hooks baited with pieces- of fresh

fish, or even with small fishe-s -Whole, as caplin and launce.

It. is chiefly the fishermen früm Nova Scotia and the

United States who carry on the cod fishery in vessels

alongor the c'oasts. The Canadian fishermen use boats,

most of them. near the coasts and on the banks in the

neighbourhood. of the coves and bays where they

side.

Agrreat number of the.:fishermen from the Magdalen

Islands, Bonaventure, Paspebia'c'Malb aie, and Douglas-

town, go and follow their caUincr on the coast of Labrador

they find good harbours there, in which theïr vessels ar

&-ôe, and sometimes' such. an âbundance' of fish, that it 1
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often in their power to make the voyage in four or five

weeks, returning with a full cargo.

The settlers on the coast of Labrador all have boats, of

about sixteen feet keel, which they buy from the American

fishermen. The fishermen always set out for thefishing

grouùds about two or three o'clock in the morning. On

arri,ý-incr at the place where they èxpect to find fish they

cast anchor, take down the'masts and sails, and place them

with the oars across the boat-; ,the"n'they bait their hooks

wit fresh fish and drop the Unes into the wa r each

with a leaden sinker attached to it -weighing tý one

pound to four pounds, according to the supposed depth of

the water and the force of the current. TÉ e * hooks are

àllowed to, sink to about afathom from the bottom.

In many pla ' es on the coast, of,* Labrador, where the

fisbinor is in ten fathoms' or less, -they use four Unes each

and sometimes the ma"ster of the boat, who is always in

the stem, has -six to manage ; but the sinkers to these

lines must be very light, and the depth of water not' more

than fivé fathoms. If ihere are plenty of fish, the fisherman

has not a moments rest --výhen once he has begun, for while

he is hauling up one line the other is going down,. and

before he has unhooked the fish from the former another'

fish is fast to the latter. The lines are, àlwýys furnes.hed

with two hooks, and sometimes they'com è up with fish

on each hook. When"fish are plentiful the boats take

from thrée to five drafts of cod; each (a dîaft bemig 252 Ibs.

weight). On the north shoràý of -the gulf boatsmanned.

by two men only have been kno'wn to.take fro . m 15500 to

21,000 cod fish in a single day during the time they most

,abound near the beach.
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The "fishennen generaUy remain on the fishing grounds

until four -or five o'clock, in the afternoon, after which thçýy

hasten ashore, in order ihat the cod they bring may be

split -and salted immediatèly, before they have time to

fil heat or soften.

The monthý_of June, July, and Aucrust, are the most

favourable for-the cod -fishery it en that the cod

resoÊts to the- coasts, either to sp t or in pursuit of

capliýý and the launce, on which it feeds, and because these

fish, -which serve as Uaits for it are abundant and easy to

take for it must be borne in 'Mind that there is no fishing

-withoùt--fýesh bait, the cod not beiner at 0 partial to salt

.:fish. It is only on the great banks, where the cod feeds

chieflý on crustacea and moIlLisca, that it bites at all fýeely
-in or salt caplin. It is

at a hook baited with àa1t heri 9
therefore most essential for the fishermen to .be always

_î i ded with i-esh fish for bait, d they accord-
well*-provi an

ingly have herring, caplin, and launce seines, -whiéh they

-paké use of every evening and every morning, to provide

theiÉselves with à sufficient quantity of little fish for the

day. Tke fishing from the beginniner of the season

tg A-ùgust 15 Is called the summer fishi-hg; what is

carned on after that date is called- the autumn' fishing.

AU the cod taken until September is silted and dried for

the purpose of being exported to fore1gný leg-untries ; what

is taken from September to the close of the Èeshing seasoil

is merely salted and p âcled in'barrels, and in that state

it cômes to the Quebec and Montreal markets.

Gi7eat càre and attentioii as well as labour are requireà

in the preparation of cod fîs-h for foreign countries. And

bes1des these, stores and -other buildings for saltiner them
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down, and proper grounds for drying them in, are

essential. A fishing establishment on the-coast of Gaspé

or the coast of Labrador consists of a collection of large

and small wooden buildings, lookincs from. a- distance lik-e

a village some of which serve tô lodce the fishermen

and other . einploy 's of the establishment, and others to

receive the fish, eitheiý in its fresh or saltýd, state. and to,

contain goods, the riggincy of fishinor vessels, and boats,

provisions, salt, &c.
There is, fint, the house of the chief of the establish-

ment- or of the agent in charge crenerally placed in the

centre of the group of buildings for the storacre of ds

and provisions. Near these are the sheds in -%vhichý the

:fishiniý tackle is -kept, the workshops of the carpenter and

sail-maker, the blacksmiths forge, and lastly the stazeý

placed «as near as possible to the beach, on which. are

performed the -first operations in the process of curing

the fish.

The stage is the most important building in 'a cod-

fishing establishment. It is a large wooden building

covered with bark or turf on the coàst of Labrador, and

witb boards and shingles'on, the coast of Gaspé, at one end

of which is a wharf, câlled. the stage head, extending far

enough into the sea for boats loaded with fish, to, come

alongside of it at low water. The flooring of the wharf,
foi-med of poles of fir, or more frequently ýtiIl of spruce,

is divided into compartments, into which the fishermen, oil

their arrival with boat-loads of fish, toss them one by one

with an implement called a pew.

At thé end of thytage nearest to the wharf are the

tables on which the cod is cfýessed; in the niiddle is a
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pa,iý%tge with a level floor of stronor Planks, on which tlie

shore-hauds can -wheel with ease their barrow-loads of.
salt or ffish ; ancl on each side are places for piles of fish,

for s4à, for trouglis to, wash the. fish in, &c.

The fà-b-t'operations in the process of curing cod are

perforiýàèd on the splitting table. In the Canadian estab-

lisliments three men are generally employed in the ope-

ration of dressin« cod, called respectivély. the cut-throai,

-the header, and the splitter. The French employ only

headers and splitterss, the duties of the eut-throat being

performed by cabin-boysý

As -soon as the cod hâs''been landed on the stage and

counted'. the men go to work

The eut-throat, armed with a twoý-eéIgged knife, seizes

the fish by the eyes, cuts his, throat, and, havincr opened it

down to the vent -with a single stroke of his'knife, passes

it to the header. The heàdýr detaches the liver,. which

he throwb- into a barrel placed near him, and with the

Samqý liànd tears out the entrails; after which, -with his

left haud, he cuts off the fish's head. Tlip splitter now

seizes the fissh by the left -side of the neck, and opens it

from the neck to, the taill, cutting from left -to right, after

which he places it against a batten nailed on the table,

and -with a single stroke of bis knife, if he canl he removes

the baék-boue from the -vent upwards.

The head, entraîlsss, and other offal of the fish are thrown

into the zsea, through a hole 'under the table, and are

carried. awav by the ebb-tide, if not sooner devoured by

the anglers; and plaice, -which- are always in great numbers

near the su- ges.

From the hand-s of the splitter the cod passes into those
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of the salter, who places ît on a pile, spreading it carefully,
with th e flesh up and the napes out, and with a wooden

shovel scatters a layer of salt over each r"w. The saltefs
art lies in sprinkling on -each fish just salt enough to keep

it well, but not enough to, burn it. The cod is left piled

in this way for three da'ys, or sometimes four, according

to the quality of the salt, after which the operation of

washing commences. On the coast of Labrador it often

happens that cod is left in piles.for several weeks, or even

for whole months ; but- it is never so - white -as when it has

been subjected to the action of salt only as long as it is

necessary.

When cod is to, be washed', it is conveyed in *heel-

barrows or hand-barrows to a large trough made of deals,
ten or twelve feet long by four feet wide, and thr6é feet

deep, filled with water, which-is continually being changed.

In this tr'ough it is turned over and over by men with

poles, and rubbed on bo.th sides with the swabs on tbe

end of the poles until all the salt is washed of, when it

is put in piles again, in order that the moisture may drain

ofF &om it. After- seme days the piles are taken down

and the fish are spread, one by one, on hurdles, three feet

wide,* covered with. fir or spruce boughs, and supporte!ý

upon posts about three feet 'from, the ground, in order

that, by exposure . to the action of: the sun and air; they

may be deprived of aU the.water they contain, and be

reduced to that dry state in -which, they may be .pré-

serv ed for several years in hot countries.

If the process of dressing cod has to be performed with

care, so must that of drying it not be neglected for a single

moment; for cod is merchantable, or of -inferior quality,

VOL. 1. x
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or even sometimes ' entirely àpoiled., according as the.

process is well or ill managed. 4

The hurdles on which cod are stretched to dry are

cialled flakes ; they are placed parallel to each other, with

Spaces of four féèt between to enable the men in charge

of the fish to, move round them.

At night the fish are gathered into piles of fifteen or

twenty each, with the flesh side down, the largest on top

by way of cover to therest. In the morpimg they.,-are

spread out with the flesh up. If the sun- gets too hot

about the middle of the day, they are * turned with the

flesh down to prevent their being burned, but as soon as

the gréat heat is over the flesh is acra' exposed to the

drying influence of the sun. For the f."ter cod is dried

th7e -whiter and more transparent it is, and the de,-,Rer it

seffi in foreign markets.

The master-voyager, or whoever in the establishment

is specially charged wîth the superintendence of the final

oper-ations of euring the fish, is incessantlyon'the look-

out when he has a large quantity of fisli on ihe flakes.

ie OUCfht to be always watching the sky îand lookinu toà

,ývery part of'the horizon to, see if clouds that threaten

rain are gather ing. But above aU he should consult his

barometét- and if he finds it indicates rainy or moist
. weather, he laust give orders immediately to gather up the

fish as quickly as possible.

Then, if'the rain seems very nem and there is mucli

fish out, aU go to work, from the.chief to the smalles-st

cabin-boy. When they have done, each goes back to, his

own business, for the cod, once placecI ýviîth its skin up,
cannot suffer from rain, unless the wet weather laes very
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g, and there are no erwds of a few hours of sunshine

to admit of its beinçr spread. out à
Wheu the cod is sufficiently dry, lw-gre round piles am

made containing qs much as a ton and a half of fisli each,

and covered with birch barkand hc-avy stones. By the

pressure of these it is depriXýet1 of the litde moisture
retained in it, andaïfter rera.ÙDMçr M. this st-tte for some

weé b -it is put into dry store-ý, where it is left until the

time -comes for sejil,nçr it to, the best i:àarket& But

before it is;-hîpped, it is spread out on. ggvound. covered

with fine m-tvel during the m-arm ht,-ýurs of the day,
to give it its ý1 last sunning ý' or 1- pSting ex-

tn, et from it- any dzimp it may hz-vve wuL-ý-acted in the

store.

In fine weather and 'during the t-Irv swson, when

-westerly winds predominqte, cý(1 is ezisüy cured, and,

made of the first quahtvi It l"S not so -%vheu the easterly

.<md south-e,,vý,tefly win(:L; pm-,wl. upon the
coasts mists and rmns, that h-est for a week, -This is an

anmous time for the fishermen, for M spite of every pos-
sible, care and precitution, they fi-equeiittv.e,--zee the fiài

spoiled before their-eves.. without itsz being in theirpower

by -mv meims whatever to obviate the destructive eflkt-

of the fi--)r -%vheu the fish haz-, 1k-ýeu iâd 'zind

is exposed on the it cannot be taken into the stores

until it is perfectly dry it ez-m on1j > tia-ned so as to

expose the skin to the nioistiu-e.

In ordinzu-v se<isons i-om five tçý six P*er cent fôf ille

dried cod fisli, is, of Qecond qit,%Etv -z iii r--L*inv fi-oni

fifteen to twenty per *cent. is thus deterior-âtexi.

It is on the wasts of &i » where the effects of the
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mist crenerated by the 'Gulf Stream are least felt, that the

finest cod in all America is cured. It is well known .in

the markets of Spain and Italy, where it -is preferred to

all other fish.

At Labrador, on the coâsts of the Straits of Belleisle,

and at Newfoundland, where for whole weeks the fogse

brought on *by the easterly and north-easterly winds do

not allow a single ray 'of the sun'to be seen, cod is -cured

with great difficulty, especiaRy in the months of June and

July; and the fish from those countries'is always inferior

to that which is despatched from the ports'of Gaspé and

New Carlisle.

In order to'guard against all risks from. the weather,

attempts have been'made to dýy cod artificially by means

of large ovens, in -ýhièh it is exposed to moderate and

regular heat; but these attempts, which. have-been made

at the Island of St. Pierre and in Franc', ave not sue-

ceeded as weU as wias èxpected.

Notwithstandinu the stringency bf the regulations

respecting the disposal of fish offal at the mouths of

salmon rivers.-and the -'activity of the overseers, an--im-

mense quantity of the heads and entrails are tbrown into

the Moisie Bay by the fishermen, who clean their:âsh on

board theïr vessels. Those who prepare their -fish on the

shore bury-the offal on the beach, but the stench arising

from these deposits, owing to the imperfect manner in

which, they are covered, is sufficient to create disease in

the neighbourho'od.,'* No attempt appears to be made to

convert fish ofal- into manure, although the im ortance of

this. substitute for guano is well unde îst *od. The universà].

objection ured* by the fishermen with whom I have con-
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versed on the sub ect is the want of capital, to enter into

that branch of industry, toupled with the doubts which.

they entertami' of. finding a market for the manufactured

manures. The subject of fish manures has encraged the

attention of Dr. Sterry Hunt, the able chemist and

eralogist- of the Geological Survey of Canada.

The importance of m*anures to the agriculturist of

Britain will be a- sufficient apology for introducing some

fââs, rélatiDg to their production in the Gulf of St.

Lawrence.

The use of fish as a manure has long been known. On

the shores of - Scotland, Cornwall, Brittany, some parts of

the United States, and on our own sea coasts, the offal from.

fisheries, as well as certain bony fishes of lïttle value for

food, are applied to the soil with.great, benefit. The idea

of convertincs theàe materials- into a portable manure " as5

however, I believe, first carried into effect in France by

M. Démolon, who, seven or eight years since erected

establishments for this obg* ect «on the coast of Brittany and

in Newfoundland. For the details of this manufacture I

am indebted to the 1 Chimie Industrielle' of Payen. Con-

carneau, in the depai-tment of Finisterre, is a small town

whose inhabitants are employed in fishiner for sardines,
and it is the refuse of this fishery which is employed in

the manufacture of manure. The offâl is placed in large

coppers and heated by steam until thoroughly cooke(l,
after *hÎch it is submitted to pressure, which extracts the

water and oïl. The pressed mass is then rasped, dried in

a current of hot air, and cyround to powder. One huncIred

* Geological Survey of CzSada - Report of Progress for the year 18;5 î.
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parts of the recent ofal yield on an average twenty , two
parts of the powder, besides from two to two and a half

parts of oil. The manufactory of Concarneau employs six

-men and ten boys, and is able to work up daily eicrhteen or

twenty tons of fish, and produce from. four to five tons of

the powdered manure.

This manure contains, according to an average of seve-

ral analyses, 80-0 per cent. of organic matters, and 14-1

per cent. of phosphates of lime and magnesia, besides

some common salt, a little carbonate of lime, small

portions of sulphate and carbonate of ammonia, and only

1-0 per cent. of water. The nitrogen of this manure,
which îs almost wholly in the form. of organic matters.,

corresponds to 14-5 per cent. of ammonia, and we may

estimate the phosphoric acid, which is here present in au
insoluble form, at 7 -0 per cent. If -we calculate the vidue

of this - manure according to the rules laid down on page

3 141, we shall have as follows for 10 0 pounds

Ammonia-14ý pounds, at 14 cents

Phosphorie acid-7 pounds, at 4ý cents

This is equal to 04-7 the ton of 2,000 pounds; the
manufactlired*produet of Concarneau, however, accordinor

to Payen, is sold in the nearest shipping ports àt 20 francs
the 100 kilogrammes (equal to 220 pounds), which,
countilig the franc at 80-220, is equivalent only to 81-81
the 100 pol-mds, or a little over 837 the ton. This how-

ever was in 1854, since which'time the price of manures
has probably increased.

- M. Démolon, in company with his brother', h-as also,
according to Payen, erected a large establishment for the
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.nianufi-tettu,-ýe of tbL- manure on the coast of Newfound-

land, at Kerpon, near the eîtstern entrance of the Strait of

M eisle, in a hzSbour which is resorted to by the

vessels, enp, ged in the cod fishery. This manufactory,

now in mecei%-fiü opmî tion, is able to produce 8,000 or

101,000 tons of manure ,,tnuuaHy- Payen estimates the

totçd yezarly produce of the cod fisheries of the North

Amerîcan mist to be eqwd to, ;,ibout 1,500,000 tons of

ftýh fish - of this, one half is refuse, and is thrown into,

the cs-ea or left to decay on the shdre, wbile if treated by

the, proce&z; of Démolon, it would yield more than 150,000

tons of a manure ne,irly equal in value to thé guano

of the i-;,-Iançl.--, whicli now furnish annually from.

300..000 to 400,000 tons. If to the manure -%vhieli milit

be obtaked fi-om the cod fisheries of the Lower Provinces

we add &at of many other crreat fisheries, we aÈe

,iuTwî,ýzed at the resources for agriculture now

nwjected, which mzay be drzan-n. at a littleexpense from the

sea ý%,nd even fi-ýom the othermse worthless refuse of another'

industrr. Totliiý-,m.<,,tybeadded-vastqu,,,-tntitiesofotherfish,

whieh at cerLak sezisons, and on somee'oasts are so abundant

that they are even taken for the express purpose of spread-

ing upon the -àdjacent lzmds, and which would greiffly ex-,

tend the msourceýs of this new manufacture. The oil, whose

extr.action ïs made au object of economie importance in

the A, brica-tion of m,-..tnure from, sardines in France,- eilsts

k but verT qu,,mtities in the cod, but in the herrin"

it eqtie& 10 per cent. of the recent fish, and in somie other

spedes, iises to 3-0 -ý,,uid 4-0 per cent.

Mr. Dunem of Gaspé bas lately been endeavour-

ineg to intrçduce the inauufacture of fish manure into
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Canada but he has conceived. the idea of combining the

fisWofal with a large amouût of cýdcined shtde, xmder the

Ïmpresssion that the manure thus prepared will have, the..-.

efffect, of 'cýivinl£ ay insects, from the p1.ç%ý to whieh

it is applied. . Hé employs a bhack bittuninous fioift
Port D.,.tuiel, and, disfillincr this - at a red hez%4 the

diqen,,cnçred vapours into a vat containingg the fisil, wbich by

a gentle and continued h eat h av, ê' been W.Ùctd to - la P14Y
ma&q. The cîdcined. sshale is, then ground to po-u-der zmd

m I iicrled with the fish, ,,cuid the whole dried. F.ý.riments

made -with this m--tnure,,ippez-tr to, have given very ýatisfàt-

tory results, citnd it is said to h-.-tve had the efect of dfiTùt,*,r

when appliecl to crops -ct result

which m--ty -be due to the small zi m*oimt of bitumiut--btts

matter in the products; of the distiU,--tion of the r,-ý,tther -

thau to the admixture of the c.-deined resàdue.. Coak-zS l'Ille,

Imown to be zui efficient 1«iýent - for the -(lezitniet,çu ýýf

insects liind, in a recent, number of the journal Le

Cosmos it- is stated thù t Ilý;*mply'paktùie the

of the inside of «reen-houý-e,ý; with ma-tar hass the e&ýt-.
'of expdlinct'from,.-'them all ùoxious lEr.. BmtIe

caused several. -tn-dvý;es of this s-hale to be made bN-

Mr. ]Reid of' iNew York, f rom which it ippetu-;-, th,--tt

diffierent. -;;p:ecimens.contctin from, 2-0 to 20Î.6-0 per clent.. ç>f

c.-,,trbonate of lime, besides fi-om 1-4 to 2-0 peiý
gyps-sum, 2-0 per cent of irôn pyrite,% and fn-ým 4-5 tçý 6-7

per cent. of carbon rem,-umn,, after The

amount of voLittile mzutter'. described by Uý Rei(l

consisting of water, naphthiii, itud unmonia, wazs f;>tmol bv

him. in two different si-unples to z equçd oulx- 31-5 per cent,

of whieh a huge proportion is probably water.
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i have two specimens of manure prepared
by 31r. Bruce from, the fish commonly known as the
menhaàden (Alosâ M enAaddeîz). Nýo. 1 was made with
the Port Daniel shale, as before dekribed; while for No.

2'thib- was replaçed by a mixture of clay and sawdust,
which was disstilled like the shale, the volatile products

behLfr added to he decomposiner fish. The oil which
to the sur&ce of the liquid mass had been separcýted froý-

qthe second preparation but remained mingled with the
fn-.--,t. Both of these specimens were in the form of a

granular mass, moist, coheringunder pressure, and
liaving a 'very fishy odour.

%idmal matters and carbon 23-711
6-6 -

Water 1.3-5 -91-8
Earthv Muatters 56-2 57-2

100-0 100-0

ANA LYSIS OF TER EARTÉY MATTIERS.
4,

Phosphoiic icid 3-4-0 3-99
;ýàdpfiurie acid 2-16 -15
Lime 5-90 -4-44
Magnesia 1.-90 1-15

3-76 2-60

If we calculate the value of the fint specimen accord-

Mg to the rules given below,* we have as follows for 100

Poun&

'JY
Attempts have been made to fix the money value of the ammonia and ý! ÏUý&e phes-phabets, in nmuxeý, and thus to enable us, from the resuits of analysis,

te esemate the v-alue- these elements. This was
beneve f1_sfý by an eminen

,ýggested a few yeaxs since, ---ragrieulturja chemist
Dr-Stôc'khardt, and has been adopted by the scientiÏC

tuzî---Uof Great Britain, Fr=ee, and the United States. These values vary
of Cý>Urse very înuch for differentcountries; but 1 shall avail myself of the
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Phosphorie acidý, &ý pounds at 41 éents

Ammonia, 3ý pounds at'14 cents. 0.525

00-6î8

'l'At 68 cents the 100 pounds, this manure would be'

worth 013-60 the ton. The sulphuric acid- is of small

value, corresponding to 80 pounds of plaster of Paris to,

the ton, and we do not take it into the calculation. The

-solnewhat largeramoünt, of phosphoiie acid in the second

specimen, is probably derived in part froin the ash.es of

the sawdust, and in part from the élay. The value of

this manÜre would be 810-88 the ton.

calculations macle bv Professor S. W. Johnson of New Haven, Conùecticuf,

which are based on the prices of manures in the United States in 1857. -In

order tofix the value of,'phosphorie acia *n'--its insoluble combinatio-uýrs, he

has taken the market priffl of Columbianguano, and the refuse bone-&sh of

the sugar refiners, whieh contain respectively about 40 and 32 per cent. of

phosphorie acid, and from these he deduces as a mean 4-ý cents the pound as

the value of phosphoriè - acid when present in the form of phosphate of

lime. This would give $1-44 as the value of 100 pounds of bone-'ash, and

$1-60 for the same amount of the guano, while they axe sold, for $30 and
$35 the ton.

The value of soluble phosphor4c acid has been fixed by Dr. Vibleker in

England, and bySt6ekhardt inSaxony, at 12J cents the pound. This-vait-ia-

tion is based upon the market price of the commercial super-phosphates of
lime. 3U. Way, of the.Royal Agrieultural Society, however, estimatee the

value of phosphorie acid in its soluble combination at only,»f cents the

pound; and -'-&. Johnson, althou,,crh adopting the higher price, 7gards it as
above the true value.

In order to fix the real value of ammonia, Professor Johnson deduâs, from the

price of Peruvian guano, at $65 the ton, the value of the phosphoriCý', acid which

it containý, and thus arrives at 14 cents th ' e pound for the price of the avail-

able ammonia present. This kind of guano, however, commaàd a price

considerably above that which serves for the basis of the above ralculation;
and both V ôleker and St&khardt; fix, the value of ammonia at 20 cents the
pound. The price of potash as a manure is estimated by Mr- Johnson at 4
cents the pound; but this alkali raxely eùters to any considerable e'tent into

any concentrated manures, and may therefore be neclecte4 in estimates of
their value.



cHAP. xviii. PREPARATION OF- PORTABLE MANURF.' 315

In order to amve' at the -ýýeal- value of the animal

portion of this manure after the removal of the oil,.we may

suppose, since Dr. Reid obtained from the shales from 4-5

to, 7-6 per cent. of fixed carbon, that with the 56-2 parts

of calcined residue, there were. origoinally 3-7 parts of

carbon derived from the shales. -This deducted fr'om 2 3 -7

parts.leaves 20-0 of nitrogenised îéh -ýmaI matter. in 100

parts of the manure, yielding 3>76 parts, or 18-8 per cent.

of ammonia. This mattér consistschiefly of muscular

and gelatinous tissues, and Paýen obtained from' the élyied

muscle of the cod fish -.16 -8,' er cent. of nitrogen, e4ual to

20-4 of ammonia. The' 3-4 parts of phosphorie acid

in the manure will correspond to 7-4 of bone phosphate,
and if to this we add for moisture, impurities, &c., 2-6

parts, == 30-0 in aU,,We should-have for 100 pounds of the

fish. when freed from oil and dried, the followingqua'nti.ties

of ammonia and phosphorie acid:-

Ammonia-1-9,ý pounds at 14 cents. $1-7ô
Pliosphoric acid-11j pounds at 4ý cents 0.51

& The matter thus prepared would have a value of

845-20 the ton, agreeing closely with that which wè

have calculated for the manure manufactured. fb

sardines in France.'in which the quantityof ainmonia 's

somewhat greater, and the phosphoric acid less, giving it

a value of 847 the ton.

Professor Georcre H. Cook of New Jersey in an analysis

of the manhadden, obtained from 100 parts of the dried

fish 16-7 parts of oïl, besides 61-6 of azotised-mafters yield-

ing 9-28 parts of amimonia, and 21-7 ofýinorcranie matters.,
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&c., containing 7-78 of phosphoric- acid. If we deduct
the oil, we shall have for 10 0 parts' of the fish, according

to..this analysis, 11-2 of ammonia, and 9-3 of phosphorie

By comparing these figures with the results calcu-

lated for thé animal portion of Mr. Bruce's manures, we

Ammonia 'Phosphoric Acid

Manure -from saraines (Payen) 14-5 7-0
Dried menhadden (Cooke) 11-2 9-3

Manure by Mr. Bruce 3-75 3-4

YY (excluding shale) 12-5 11.3

The proportion of phosphates is'of course greater in the

more bony fishes. In the manure of Mr. Bruce there are
doubtless small amounts of phosphoric acid and ammonia,

de'nved, from the shale and the products of its distillation-

but these do not however warrant the introduction of an
mert material which reduces more than two-thirds the

commercial value of the manure. The results which we

have., given clearly - show, that by the application of a
process similar to -that now applied ý- in France and in

N.ëwfoundland, whièh consists in cooking the - fish, 7,
pressing it to, extract the oil and water drying b'y

artificial heat, and grinding it ýto powder, it is easy to
,prépare a concentrated portable manure, whose value, as
a.source of p1iosphoric acid and ammom*a,-'will be in
round numbers about 840 the ton.

We , can scarcely doubt that by the -application of this
process a. new source of profit -may bë* -found 'in the

Report of the Geological Survey of New Jersey for 1856, p. 63.
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fisheries of the gulf, which will' not only render us

independent of foreign guano, now brouglit into the

province to, some èxtent, but wM enable us to, eýKport

large quantifies of a most valuable concentritted manure

at prices which wiH be found remunerative,'
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CITA PTER XENC.

TRE MOISIE BAY TO SEVE.Nà ISLANDS.

-Uimal làfe on the Coast Seven Islands - Beauty of the Coast
The Montagnais of Seven Islands in lCM - Their Feax of the

Iroquoi;s.- The N.wquapees Otelne and AxLaskre -Fate of a Party
of Fîûeen'\.%-3quapees who had visited Seven Islands -Domenique

-Otelnés IMge - of the Nasquapees -Differences

between the Western and Eastern Indians, ; between Montagnais,
'Ojibways, and Creeîs -Randwme Montagnais Women - Habits of

the'-\asquapees--:- Their Fish-hooks --- l V isit to Otelne's Lodge-

Curicètv of the Indians - Interior of his Lodçre - Sea Oil - A
Brush Èâhery -The Herrin-m Fisqhery in the Gulf -Habits and

prodizious.!\ýmbm of the Herrinfr-Mode of Catchincr this Fish

Importance of the Hérring - Killing- a Loon - Squaws pre-
paring for Sundav -Père Arnaud's- ''1ýight Journey to the Moisie
- Ref lections

'N Thursday July 11, 1 left the Moisie fishincr station
.0 with &-tudet, and walked along the coast to the

Bay of Seven Lislands. The day was most, delightful,
and the se.-i U-e a mirror. Porpoises -in great, numbers

were sportinu near the shore;
gulis were hovering-

over shoals of launce, and every now -md then dartincrc
down among the finny crowd; cràbý were burrow-

icr in the &md after -the recedincr tide, and an eagleC
szoared majesfically above our heads tow ýs the east.

Whether it was that magnificent bird the golden eagle,
I cannot say with certainty ; I thought it was at the time,



CHAP. XIS. SEVEN ISLANDS. 319

but since I have read Dr. Bryant's account of the birds

that breed in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, I am almost

inclined to doubt the correctness of my observation.

Before leaving home,' says Dr. Bryant, I had flattered

myself that I should have cau opportunity of seeing some

of the rarer rapacious birds, or the Iceland or Greenland
t

fiilcon, duck, hawk, &c. Strange as it may seem, during

the whole of my visit to the north shore I saw only a

single bird of this class-a. fine'golden eac,rle, at Bras

D'Or. I m ention this, not as a proof that those birds are

unknown---:-for I frequently found o à the shores unmis-

takable evidence of their visits -but to show with how

inuch caution the results of any individual's experience

should be received as positive evidence in - natural

history.'*

The forest on the gulf consisted of small spruce,
but the trées were beautifully and symmetrically formed;

the path ran for several miles through open glades

bordered by this graceful tree, offering the most delightful

ý-grounds with the sea rolli-ng on a lendid

beach, 10.0 to 200 yards in breadth. Beautiful as this É
coast is in su-jýhmer, yet. during the long -winter months

it is indescribably' dreary, desolate, and exposed. Au

the inhab'tantsý of the Moisie and Sèven Islands, with

very few exceptions, fly to more genial climes, to return

aclqcin when t«he :fishiîîg season commences.

We passed Seven Islands, which looked fair and beautiful

at a distance but truly with them distance lends enchaiÎt-

Remarks on some of the Birds that-breed in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

ByI-IenryBryantM.D. Proceedinnof the Boston Natural History Society,

vol. Viii.



ment to the view, for they are nothing more than dreaxy

rocks on whiéh. stunted trees grow, although. limestone is

found on the shore of one of them, and forms a reef in the

insid:e of the harbour. On the beach opposite the Islands

we saw two shipwrecked schoo'ers, which. had lain there-

for several years, although one of them had bee- partly

ýburned for the sake of tÉe iron.

Seven Islands, and more particularly the beautiful bay

of* the same name, , bas. for centuries been a favourite

hunting groundý of the Montapais. In the spring and

fall of the year it swarms with. wîld fowl, who congregate

here in vast numbers previlously to taking their flight to

the south shore.

It is also-"celebrated for its fisheries, especi,,,I.Uy, of

herriner and mackerel. In 1660 the Montagnais ofC 'ýz
Seven Islands requested the Jesuits at Tadousac to

a robe noire to teach them., according to, the ,ac-eôünt of

the Recollet Père Hierosme Lallemant,-wlÏo, writincr iný1 %-D
that year, states that the reason-,whý the Montagnais of

Seven Islands would not come to Tadousac at the mouth

of the Saugenay was because they feared the Iroquok*,QZ",
with whom they were à war.

This fact alone shows how -wýidespread was the dread

which that war-likenation had infused into the tribes, fàr

to the east, north, and west of their own country, on the

borders of Lake Ontario and the Upper St. Lawrence, at

least 700 miles from Seven Islands.

We rieache d the Missionary Station near the head of the

ba-v after a five hours' wallz-, which. we thorough.1y enjoyed.

Encamped round about a neat little wooden chapel were

about 150-Indians; am-ong them were a dozen Nasquapees,

320 CHAP. XIX.THE LABRADOR PENINSULA.
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some of whoin h,-,ýt(I been there for t,%vçý yezu*1;ý zuid soille
had just arrived froin the Par int % or. -111

eri ', , d ýý%st tlieir eyes

upon the ocean for the first timt7,ý. Here- -ve Otébie
enique wid

fhe Tongue, Arzevske the Arrow. Dom i
a.-Wt dlM, had, -traverzed the comitry frSu, Hamilton
Inlet, and zi m.ýý,ip'ofthe flie M. oisie.

W-e also imixde the ýtbf za score of otlier

who were gl-ad to emie, iiita our, ýteuts,

receive a -smzill present of tea and

%Sme of the Nzasquitpees formerIy b d oug-ýA to a parýy

of fifteen who- liad dt-wcen(Icà(l -the froui their

litinti*iiçr çrroutidi;; two ye,,ir,,.-. ý,ýçr(-b at the solicitatimis of

Doraenique, to, see the îvbe îeoij,-e amid the wonçlers of tlie

coast. Seven -of the fifteeu hzad die(L four hzad gone back-

to their avvp- %vild,% mid four -ât,

chieflv on caccount of siéIznesýs ànd débilitv. On the d-ay

of our arrimâl. one of the four that mid -was
ine three tlk 1 of

-ried bv Père Arn.-aud. The remaiti' -ec

-moincr bac- with those of theïr -vho haqLl just coilie!

down the M_ýoisieI, after the piliest left Seven 1sIaiýds. Weý

pitélied our tents at some from the Ii-tdiwi lodAs

wliere a supply of drv wood intiglit tx-- obt-aiiied -nitliout

laucli troiible,(..zind wliek,-- we should zils-o be tolerably'fi-ee

frou-i dieir imp ïDities,.
When %ve met-DQmeniqtte at Seven Eslatids Nve liardIv

kne-v him He had tluxb
d-li and suit

and Iegýçriiig-.,, zuid mms t*,Iii îî f

-Etirop*-ui élothes. Hîs, eacé lizid lost thz-tt lialf-

,,Lirved --tz-pect,it possessed wheu we met Iiiiii the firs-'t

p->rge of the Moisie z lie loo-ed-Ae& imid coutelited, alid

W. 'as well s-t-xe Michel agg-ain- Ilis

, VOL 1.' y
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the little children had also, 'new. suits of clothes, whieli,
Nvith their h-air close-cropped, quite changed their appear-

ance, and- gave them a dirty half-civilised look, much less

agreeable than the wild ,.iir of forest children -%vhieh they

Possessed when we saw them on the Moisie.

On the 12th my brother and I went to visit Otelne in

his lodgé. Several Indians, seeing us enter, came in,'soon

afterwards, and squatted round the fire. I counted'

twenty-five persons in all,-squaws and childreil included;

the motley assemblage consisted of five- Nasquapees"-'
seventeen Montagnais, one half-bred inter*preter., and our-

selves.

They placed, seal skins for us to sit upon,- and we

squatted round the fire with the rest and éndeavoured to

make ourselves -as hi ttle uncomfortable as possible ; but

the heât was terrifie, and induced a general turn-out in

shirt-sleeves. -Otelne's lodge was constructed of birch

bark, the pieces béing stitched togeiher with caribou

sinews ; -it wa-s botIl broader a' nd lower tlian the Ojibways

lodges I had seen. on Rainy River. Otelne"'iÉ a very

handsome Indian, -with delicately chiselled features-) a

deep copper-coloured skin,.Ion," and intensely black hair,
small and delicaWly formed hands and feet, handsome

and expressive eyes, and a thcktoughly Indian manner in

eve#vthing he does. Arkaske resembles him in most

;'and indeed there is such a mar-ed difference

between the appearance- of Nasquapees and Montagnais,
th4,ý judgi'nà from their exterior, one W'0uld -suppose

themý, to belonc tô different familiés of the human

race. But the languagethey speak is Crée, or rather

àiàlects of that tongue, and difering only in minor par-
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ticula, Li the Moutignais children a much closer re-

semblanS tci the Nffluapees ciffl be traced than in adults.

The iacUuation of the eyes of the children is very marked;

thejr am long, n.-,wmw, and directed downwards towards

the noS-a peculi;arity whieh îs much modified as tbey

grow, olden

When wS e entei Otelne -%vas smoking a stone pipe,

whieh 1 -mas fortumate enough to procure in exchan 'e for

,some tobattý-o, tea, aucl f lour. The Montagnais women

are deiýidedk haudsomer than the Ojibways or the plain

Crees. liouie-.wife-ý%vas not the only handsome squaw

we saw -çat Sev, en Elands or other places on the éoast.

My bruther shoNved the company some sketches he had
il-lade of àh*chel, Domenique, and diferent scenes on the

They -recooui.-ecl the portraits instandy, and also,

without hesitation, named the places-on the grec river.

Both Otelue. and'. Arkaske promised to come to our

tent on the following day and have their portraits taken.
Thev cds% after some consultation with the Montagnais

agreed to &aw us* a map of aU the rivers they knew

fl int» the gulf west- of Seven ' Islands.- With the

Aight difference named above, I could d' tect no dis-

sîmUarity between the lodge in which :we were seaeed

and thosse of the Ojib-tvàys,'Swampys, or thick-wood Crees.

Fi a the Saskatchewan, the swift river-of- the north-.

'Nvestem preunes, to the Misti-shîýu, the grand river of the

Lctbmi dor ý Peuinsula, the mme kind of habitation prevails,
eonstnicted in the mue manner, and occupied by people

Nvho spek-dN-, dialectLs -of the same tongue, and differ

from one another in no material points.* Some of tlie

-montagnais. 10aces were dome-shaped, to keep out the

2
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mosquitoe.s, but tlie*%,-.aine forni of lodge ks foimd anxoug the

0jib-ways of the Lake of thé WcKxlç,-. The only, zartIcke t.>f

daily use in which I observed any (EffýmnS -were t4 smoxv-

shoes; these were v(--ry-"bmçtd and miieh,',Ait-irter thzân

those used by tlie,%ve.ý,ýt-ei-n Iiidians-, I measiwe4à cbue i
in . Otelnes tènt, which. were nineteen inéhes, bmad

thiity-three inches long ; while --a pair I bn-bught ý%xith nie

from Red, River in 1858 were fortv-six inieheis% Imiçr aud

only ten inches broîîtd.

The Nasqu,%pee who wevs buried yesténIay Ic%ft twçb

wives- sisters. I wu- informed the poor fellow dieýI a

lingerinfi death; he Lad not hunted fgr au entim -,-tttd

during the whole of that time -was supported by- MIS

When these people arrive on the they have, -some

difficulty in pro food, except in the zSd the

fidl, wben mild fo, 1 ýwe They have b> leani

how to hunt the seal, and many of théii -aie f,,ti-ailiar

with fire-.u,,ms,. so that. they find it very (Iiffieidt t»

birds'on the -winz. Their aie of t,%vo déseriptit-bliz,
-one M described. in -Chapter XIH., the other fiemetl

of two pieces of bone, which lie earallel tc-s ceae ,,-tnt>&er

when baited, but as soon as the fish bites and à sLUP Più,1 . s pièces -ir
pven, by the fislierman, the of boue sep ate,

a&sume a position. at right augles to, mie zàaodier, zakl

Stretch across the jaws- of the fish. Thèy have a dis-

gusting habit of preservingg. a small portion of the

which in the bottom of their pipes- after a

and che w-*ng it, enjoy the .,;;etronct, flavour -of the c4l it

contains, -whicli Europecms çwe ,cteneraUy to rxjkýý_eL

Caribou fiat is one of their chief delizht,,;- they piý
it- in piece of - the skiii of the animal
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.x, bà;nýý -,uid produce it.on the occasion of a feast. They

m-Ae robes, of rabbit skin vhere that animal is found, but

genemlly the -clothing is made exclusively of cariboug
letthen The stem of the council pipe is about sixteen

indies long and ornamented with eaglesféathers, five or

six ùi number, slopinçr towards the bowl, and, like the

westera tribes, they mix'the roasted inner bark of the red

-willow with the tobacco. After half an hour's conversa-

tion in Otelnes lodçre, I invited a good ii any of them to

come to my tent on the following mornIng, and made my

esc-,,.,ipe into the open air, almost ill with the close atmo-

,sphere of a birch-bark lodge containing twent _f ve

persons, twenty-three of them sinelling very unpleasantly of

sezil oilwhich. the aroma of the best Virginiainhaled without

interniiffloù by the -other two was incapable of concealing.

The ventilation of the lodge would have been tolerable,
if a number of men 'and girls ivho could not get in had

not stopped up tlie doorway, and closed'with. their fat

and g«Teasy faces every crevice in the bark.

The heat would have been less insupportable if Otelne's

wife liad not been so anxious to cook a horribly fishy

duék-- that was stuck on a stick, before the fire, and if the

thermometer had not been seventy--five degrees in the

shzade --in the open air. Weighing these matters and

feehng their weight, I rushed out into the air without

ceremony, but not without tumbliner over a dozen curs

-which, had been drawn together , by the unwsual

concotu-se of visitors,
Mv brother remained for an hour in the lode making

zt water-colo-ar sketch of the interiot,, taking advanta-ge of

zin opportunity which might not occur again. When he
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ciame out he sinelt very like a loon or a suiat Mid I liad
strong suspicions that he partook of both those delicacies

-%vhich, however did not seem to lessen his appetite for
some very fine beaver tail, which. we enjoyed at. one of

the fishing Stores.

In the ,tfternoon of this day, after having visited Père
Arnaud, I -%vent to examine an extensIve herring fishery

made of branches of trees, and called a brush fishery.
It is constructed of stakes about e eiglit feet in length, which

are driven into the s'and, commencing aZ high-water mark

and ' extending *about one hundred yards into the sea.

The stakes are interwoven with branches of spruce, so
closely that even a fish as small as a _,caplin cannot pass

throuçi-h the interstices.

ýAt the extremity of this barrier is the pound, seventy

yards in diameter and in -the form of a circle, with two

openinçrs,..called doors, about fou r feet--- broad at the ex-

tremity of the barrier. . Frqm each side of, the poulid

two wings extend to direct the fish. towards the door of

the pound, -%vhen the shoals of herring pass along the

shores of the bay. When a shoalfinds its way*into the

pound, the doors are closed with a hurdle and the

scooped out or caught in small nets.

The .. herring (Clüpea harengw) is found in infini te

irSnbers alongr the coasts of North Ame'rica.,* from the'
latitude of New York to Hudson's Bay-

-The lierring inhabiting the s on the coasts of Enct-

land, Ireland, and Scotlandl differs from the American

species; it is shorter and smaller than th wli' h is

taken' off the coast of Labrador, and it Is sald to tzotste

better.
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The herring, like the cod, is fond of cold and tempe-

rate climates. In winter it resorts to deep- water ; but no

sooner bas spring returned, and the ice' disappeared,

than the lierring arrives in immense shoals »Qn all tbe

coasts in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, especially on the

southerii coast of Newfoundland, in the Gut of Canso,

at the Magdalen Island s, and in the Bay of Cli-aleurs.

Owinçr to some cause, w'hich no one bas been able to

explain satisfactorily, the herring does not visit the coast

of Labrador in the spring, or, if it does, it is only in smail

numbers.

At Pleasant Bay, in the Magdalen Islands, herringgs make

theïr appearance at the beginnincy of May, and almost

always in large shoals. They. come very near the' shore,

enterincr even ihto, the-lagunes of House Harbour, and

sometimes in such' dense mas_1ýQ5* that the pressure upon

each otherl often increas-éd by the force of the.tide, kiUs

them. by tens of thousands.

The-female herrings come.veiT near theshore Ân calm

weather, and generally at night, to -,deposit their ova., in

from one fathoffi to three f,,tthouis' depth of water. The-

males follow, and, -swimming above the ova, shed over

them their milt.

It is impossible without seeing it to form- a correct idea

of the -prodigious. abundance of the. ova of the herring

deposited at the Magdalen Islanýs,, and generally' on all

the coasts -x,ýere the herrirý,çr- spawns.* Captain Fortin

states in his,-report. on Canadian' Fisheries in the Gulf that

he lie seeri the shore at P--leasant»ýBay covered t-w o or three

Captain Fortin*s Report on the Fisheries of ,the Gulf of St. Lawrence..
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with then for several
feet deep .1 miles; and oftcitimes, on
returning to v'

his essel of a calm evening, has- seen the sea

white with milt for several acres round, thôugh when Èe

passed the same spot two hours before the water was of

the usual colour. Eaeb feinale herring has from six to

eight millions of ovaÂn libr ovaries, and each male is fur-

nished with a proportionate quantity of milt.

Notwithstandincr the immense numbers that have been

taken in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and alo'ng the coast of

Newfoundland, the herring has not percep*tibly dimi-

ilished in abund.ance there. It may indeed, for several

years at atim é, have presented itself in smaller numbers at

certain places, or even have disappeared from certain
j coasts, but these -phenomena were probaply owing' to

peculiar circumstances, arising from the weather .-and the,

action of the winds. They'rea-ppeared-.afterwad'sin the
d more ab-tindantl than ever. The'sa

saineý places an y me
appçned on the, coast ofthing has h -orway. For thirty

years the -suinmer sh'alâ df hertï'-ngs (called there son.i-

mersild) had entirely disàppeared froin. the coasi to' the

north of Christiansund, which they had frequented durincy,

twenty consecutive years ; but for the las-t twenty-five years'

or thereabouts they have returned thither regularly îigain.

At the' latter end of August, and during the mionths of

September and October, the toast of Labradof from Cape

Mecatinna to Cape Charles, and thence. ter 11ILidson"s Bay,.-

is visited - by sshoals of very large fat 'hernngs well

kn wn. tbroucrhout Canada, by the name of Labrador

l1erringý,,.

Néither ova nor milt are fouild in them, so t1iiit thev

flo ilot coule to Miey itre. I)i-!)I)ii.l)lv herrings thlit
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nuade theïr appearance in the spring on the co.,isth of

Newfoundland, of the Magdalen Islandg,, and in the Bay of

Chaleurs, returninor to the main océan or ma-ing their

way to the arctic seas.

Duriner the summer season large numbers of herrings

are to be met with aloncv the co'ast of Gaspé, and even
&Nvren *e and throucrhout

along the north shore of the St. L, c

the gulf, but they are not in shoals.

No sooner in the spring has the first shoal of herrings,

been observed at any place along the coast, than all the

fishermen in the neighbourhoodýý,repair to the beach with

their nets, seines, and other fishing tackle. They spread the

nets so as to intercept the shoals Of herring wlien seeking to

approach the shore at night for the purpose of -spawliin,rr.

At the Magdalen Islands and in the.Bay of Chaleurs,

as mýèU as along a poritioii of the coast of Gaspé, immense

numbers of herriners are taken in the springr.. At Pleasant

Bay more than 50,000 bar'rels are taken with nets a ' nd

seines every year in the space of fifteen days at the Most.

The same thincs happens on the coast of Gaspé, although

there the seine is used less.

The 'etý, which, are general.1y thirty fathoms long by

five or six -wide, are set in the àfternoon, and in the

morning the fishermen visit them *and take out the fisli

generally to the extent of from. five to ten ba'rrels out of

eh net -when the fishin(y is cr od. The nets remain set
Cr 'he fishing lasts, althougsb they are som'times

as lon as t e

taken up to be- cleaned.

Seines. for the purpose of taking herring must be of

1arýe dimensions - sa froin 100 to 1.30 fathoms loinr-Y
1ýy froin ciglit to eleven fàthoiiýs -widc, w1ili br-aces 200c .
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fathoms 1ongý Large seines are generally used by

Americans, and Nova Scotians; but they often take at a'
single hàiifl of the seine herrings enough to fill 500, 11000.;
2.,000, or even 3,000 barrels. - We need not be surprised

.it such great results when we reflect that herrings in a

s,-hoal are so crowded togrether as to forni a compact mass

fi-om the suie-tee of the -water to the bottom. When the

seine is so mueli loaded with fish., it cannot be hauled

on shore without risk of breakina it and losin-çy all the

riches it contains.*

In that case the braces are made fast on shore, and

the fisheinien seine with smaU seines inside thè.large

one; or, if the fish are very abundant, they are taken out

-widi scoop nets, -or landing nets. * On the coastý, of

Labrador the herring fisliery is ca'n'ed on in Séptember

and October, sometimes be,,çrinuinçr as early as the latter

end of August, The first herrin (Ys ta-en are generally not

very fat,. but after them. come those fine fish that are so

-%vell known. The Labrador. herrui(-r is alinost always

ûà,en with. the' seine.

Herrings (Io not frequent 0 parts of'the coast in

equal numbem There are places -WÈere hardly any are,/

to be seen, while they ma-e their appeairance in great

multitudes in other places, sue -i as Belles Amours

Harbour, Bradore Bay, Blanc' Sàblon Bay,* and manY
other smaRer bays on the coast.

Owiw to ti e thick- coatinor of fat which covers the flesh
the -nust be salted imme-

se Labrador herrin.s. they.i

diately, and, with greýtt care, to prevent lheir turning

Captain Fortin's Report on-the Fi,,heries of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
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yellow and spoilïng. The spring herrings require less

care. They are almost always salted whole ; that is to

say., without opening them. and taking out their entrails.

The produdè of the spring fishincy goes to Nova Scotia, and

the United States, and fi-om -thence to the West Indies.

The Labrador herrincy comes tor Canada, and is consumed

chiefly by the Irish and Scotch.

Very -early in the morning of the 12th I was

awakened bythe cryof a loon quite near to mytent;

I seized a gun and crept, out. It was full dayýight,

Ïj although the.sun had not yet risen The loons I sa-%v

floating on the bay about half a mile away, but paddling,ý

close in ýShore were two Nasquapees in a birch-bàrk canoe

with a bra'n'ch of a tree in the bow.ý They were cautiously

approitchin, the loons, and every now and then imitating

with wonderful fidelity the cry of that wfld bird. As

soon as they were withi' 200. yards, the man in the

boW behind the branéhes prepâred his n, the other

paddled on towards the bons, callincr to thein and answer-

ingthei-ýery. -The loons came forward. towards the canoe,
but wh en » within fifty yards onie c_âved the Indian in-

stantly fired ut another and killed it 4fter. securing their
'd to shore ve the birds t e to

prey they. returne M im

recover tliemseIvCb before they again approached them..
During the, morning a number *of squaws passed our..

ténts with- loads- of Wood on thëir back, and bundles of'

fresh sapin (spruce branches) ; they were making prepara-

tionis for Sunday, collecting a little store of dry Wood for

cooking purposes, and -the sapin. f& reli Mng their lodges-.

Père Arnaud is very particular in making them per-

form theïr iiece,;ý,salv preparationçz on Saturday in- order to
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secure a due observance of the Sunday but he does

not appearý.to have succeeded in inducing the men to set

aside their -ancient. division of domestic hâbour', for the

women still do all the hard work, such as putting up

their lodges, collecting,:fire-'Wood and sapin, cleaning and
* ZDrin devoteprep,%mg the skins of anima1s, while the men

themselves to hunting and, when in camp, to smoking or

indolently lounçrincr. Towards eveninçr a runner arrived

froin. the Moisie with a - messacre to Père Arnaud-a

man who was supposed to be dying wished see the1D
priest. Without a moment"s hesitation, althouggh it -%vas

raimila heavily at the time Pére Arnaud set 'out on foot

to walk eigrliteen miles, to see the sick man and administer

the last consolations of relicrion. He hoped to find the

horse which had so ast.onished. the Nasquapee two'days

before,'but if he did not succeed, he -%vould have tà mak-e

the j ourney on foot and return to Seven Islands in time'

for morruncr service at eight. . Fortunately the horse was

seen about iwo miles from the lodçre near the beach in

the direction of the Moisie.

Père Arnaud caught him, and availed hiniself of the

animal's services, much to the astonishinent of th e Nas-

quapee, w1ýo ran to sée the éxtraordinary spectacle of a

man mounting a horse* and çyallopincr away on his back.

The poor Indian laughed, shouted, and ý_1 danced witli

deliglit, expr'essing in a loudvoice his adiniration of both

rider -and steed. Pere Arnaud, reached the Moisie

settlements at IO',P.m. The night was dark and stormy,

yet he crossed the broad 1 Moisie- Bay in, a bar- canoe,
durincir a storm of -wind and rain admiiiistere(l the last

sacranients to the dyincy man. réer(Is'sefl the bav.,
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remowited hiss horsse, foIltn-ùle the A10re of the Crulf,

reaclied 'S-even at -2 Axý.

Sucli ztetions -%vin the of the M(iji-

-L1 nais -and -%vhollv çszivýigye Inith wlioni 'lie
l'le a mt--ýst efectuz- 1 me ns of

c9mes, in contact, zand zi z,
securing theïr 1,isting qeaéhment. The iiifluence -%vliieli.

Père Arnitud exercises over these IndizSs is extraordinary

-and it appeai-s to be well eziriied b' minierous actsý of

charitv, deeds of dîtrinct and raxieh well as

%' 
e0l

by an entire devotion to the objee of mission.

It is, however, za &4%d subjeet fi-w -refleetion to a h-otee--

tant that such enemgy land constzuiicy '-at, 'z'-ill times and

seztsons, <ô bright and chelering flie dar- glooin

of Iiiçli.-,-tii selfislinesss and degradzittion, -should be clouded

by the whiéli permits sucli

ç,-e.enes to be eii-acted ý,%s those dezzeribed in the followinçr'

chapter, and sitch înipnmýî*>w-, to te- produced upon

li*-ttlien minds of the wattire of the Çhri,ý;lIti-z-ui religion as

images, amiilets, ziiel -are c-tpable of

crea.tIng. It is proUzibly one of the seeret-, of Oie remar--

,able, suceessx -%vliieh hzis the efforts of Pxouian

Catliolie among tit)es., tbat -the forrùs

qf, their religious ceremoiùe,,- ,rilpezil -zO forcibly to the

-eye and the iinziginzition.. aiid teiid tq, wz -en, sy, nipatliies

in the heaýts. of iincidtiv-ated nattu)es, itatitrally prone to

the grqsý-qst super,,ý,titi,-)n, and ever w*llht« to beheve in

superior influences vis-ibly
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CHAPTER XX.

SEVE.X ISLANDS.

The Chapel Mass The Appeamce of the Indians - The Dress

of the Wonien - Domenique in Chapel - 0telne- and - z\.rlýrasl,-,e in

Chapel-A Comparison-Past and Present Condition of the

'Montagnais and Nasquapees-Heathen Condition- Prevailincy

ames of Children -- 9ý Mr. -\.nclerson's Jouilial - The Procession -

The Cross - Effect on- the Indians - A Dinner Party -'_'ýýasqua-

pee Manners, - The N asquapee and the Sugar - Montagnais 31-a-s

TheGraveyàrd* at Seven Islands -An Old French Canadian

Half-breed - His Deýscriptî*on of the Nasquapees - Nasquapee

Squaws bliving a Wiiidincr-sheet - Appe-miis-h-i" Their

apparent Insensibility - The Squaw's Grief - Snow-shoés - A

Lovers, Present - Indian Attempt at Grymnastics - Phyýsical

Weakness of the Indians - The Nasquapee and the Compass -
Louis' Opinion - A Montagmais Marriage - Inéonstancv - A

'W edding Feast - Seal, Loon, and Po Ïcapine - Explanations ýJA
Montac-rnais Girl's Reason for not Marrvino- lier Lover - Neçý Ar-

ranrrements-Bound for Père Arnaud's Departure -
The Departux-e of thé Indians - Seven Island eserted The
Gulf ôf St Lawrence.

A T half-past seven on s y mori ncy the bell of the
Mission ch,ýitpel t4ied for mass. By twos, and

threes thé Inýdians left their lodcres and repaired to the

sacred edifice. A little before-eiçrht I enter6l the ehapel.

and found it, already -Édl; the Lidians, -however, made

room for me, and I took my- place among thei-n. The

appearance of the éongregation. was very impressive: on

one -side were -neelinu Ëbout, eierkty squaws and young

Indian crirls on tbe otber side nearl the &cke nunibery



I



MÉ

tt.

- i

, I

èz

f~f

asz

rE



TII E'- CHAPE L. 31ASS.. cèlAf»ý Xx. 335

of mený - The congregation 'consiswd of Moiltagnais

froin the interior zand from the coast, Nasquap . e . es fýôm -
A,,ýzhw,-mipi Petichikapau, a lake beyond Ashwan'ipi

on the a few French Canadians from Seven

là.aWL; zmd the Moisie, and a few Montagnais lialf-
bre6ks.

The Indk-ui women wore the picturesque Mont,-,iomais

k of black- or green éloth in alternate stripes,
-%N-ith, in soine instances. a -crold"Iace Lassel attached to the

ng extremity. ost of them were enveloped in gaùdy,

-colow-e4_1 Alawls - their -petticoats were of blue cloth or

calico, with briglit, patterns, theïr mistassins or leggings

of bliie chffli, and their moca*ssins of seal- skin-neatly

ornwneuted xxitli silk- or porcupine quiRs, worked into

patterns of flower& The men had all disparded their

Indim dress of Sribou skin, and -ore cloth coats and

-troussers, ; the only article- of Indian, manufacture -vvhieh

fornied part of their -élothi *çr was the seal-skin -mocassin.

-They -%vere lianting at, the time I entered', but their

voices -,-ae far inferior -to thé low5 soft and sweet tones

of flie Ojib"y women. The men's voices are har'sh and
dîseoixl-ai aud they apparently ende,îiýour to, ma-e up

for -mânt of h--trinony bý n ' oise.' I was veiy màèh struck

with't.he general aspect of the Montagnias women : their

eves ime indined, their. noses* aquiline, and their jaws

llc lare thelastfe,-.,ttuie is al-sothe distinguishing character"

of the nieu, bût. is still 'More developed in the Nasqti,,,tpec

than iu the Montagnais race.

Both men. :wid women. have thick lips;. and among the

1,--ttter souie -%vere seen to, whom a sinç-mlar develop'ement

iýf this, fézititre- au e-ý,pression thereverse of pleasinçr.



the ;,ýàr of zi man whcjýqe duty, it ýnw, to'-set a
He oceupic7d the se.at. in front-of the zind the

bo'ý%vl wivs, presented to hini fu-si. He put, haud 'lit hks

poc-et ';ýÛd drew out ,ýi penny.. it fiffl
twelve inches zibove the bowl he let it fall aller -%

pause xvit-Ii -i noise -whieh niide nie thitik the towl mýuId

st..-,ind mmiv repetitions tîf ý,-,itloh

Domem"que came to me late on evelulig tt.-sC %.
assk for a 'I bit of ý silver ' to put in ý the plate. I could not

thèn supply, his -%, zuit, but I. to d him to crome Cwý, il .111 the

Morning ; he either forgot, niy invitaticin or f i>unti another

friend. At the ofertory a chM*..% ý bo-vl, neady

W-itli red calico, was held before hira U --au offieIâti

French Canadian. Domenique pressented MIS coenuiýr xvith

336 TIIE LAB&ADOR

4e



CRAP* XX. TRE COMMUNION. 337,

When the Indians went one by one to the

altar-railing to receive the -sacrament, the native habits

of Otelne and Arkaske -- *ere well displayed. They, were

on -the floor near me in the background, but

when their turn came they rose and wound théir way

through, the other kneeling Indians with a silent and

quick step, which reminded one irresistibly of their,

inotions whèn stealing swiftly thrôugh a thick fbres't of
young trees. They seemed scarcely to, touch any of the

, orshippers kneeling closé- together, and when passing

noisèlessly thro-u,,rh the crowd, they did not appear to
cause the slightest in

convenience or attract any perceptible
attention. I could not refrain from, drawing a. mental

comparison between Domenique at the extremity of the

firýst gorge of the Moisie, and'Domenique kneeling at the

altar-railing of the ]Roman Catholie chapel. What a change

had taken place ià his appearance Dressed in caribou

skin from head to foot, thin, wild-lobking, and emaciated,
he lo.ok-ed. the type of a forest Indian. Kneeling at the

âItar-railî:ný& clothed in a black coat with an epaulette,
lg,,fit Ilue cloth trousers, a gaudy checked waisteoat,,-, a

wbite éhirt with a high collar, a black tie, and'a. flaming

yellow hanazerchief loosely folded over bis, I tie,, he wils
like a haffkivilised dandy, and' ' completely shom of his

natural gTace and dignity. His new clothes were p àrý of
the produce éf bis winter hunt, for which- hé had paid

clearly to, the traders; ' but they became him infinitely less

than hiLsi old caribou suit. Ris children and squaw were
:simil;arly metam o*rp«hosed', and to my ýeyes had iost -ore

than half of the interest which properly belonged to
thene.

VOL 1.
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Another comparison forced it4slf upon my mind as I
was surveying these Indians eating the "pain béný1' which

-%vas handed round in the form. of a pyramid prettily
decorated with ribbons, more in keepicr with the solemn

service in which they had just been eng gecl-

I thought of the condition of their wild brethren
-wandering through the dreary forests or over the moss-
covered rocks of the Labrador Peninsula, who had never
heard of the name of Christ, who, had no real. knowledge
of sin, none of redemption, and none of the Efe to come

who were steeped to the lips in super,,;zbtion, holdicr
agmary communion with evil spirits and endeavouring

to appease their malice witli miserable offeripgs of, food,
blood, and sometimes of human Efa

1 thought, too, of the years of incessant labour and
patient endurance which the assionary had undergone

in order to bring thèse Indians together at ,---.tated periods

andteach them morality, honesty, and &uth, tUe responsi
bilities of the present and the hopes of a future-world.

However distorted to my naind appeared the lessons

which were taught them of the ChrL--fian religion, it was
itifi ùÏtély béttér than - t]Ïeir own foolishe and v, am imagm-

ings, full of corruption and sensuality.

The character of the couversation which takes place

in a heathen Indian lodge is degrading ancl revélüig in

the extreme. The early Jésuit mi sionanes have not
exaÈgerated, thé scenes of domestic 1icentioumess which

characterised the' Montaganaîs , when. first they were
A known to, îýiropeans. The daily routine of savage life

among Némadic tribes on the north. shore of Lake Supe-

rior at the present dayis sufficient evidence of the-IMPUM-J
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thoughts and words which are the offspringof heathen

degradation among many tribes of wood Indians of-

North Amerim The names ý given to, children by their'

parents are _- often such as could not be - mentioned to

civilised ears. Mr. Anderson, in charge of the post at

Mingan, permitted me to. see the journal he, kept in

1840 and 1841 at Nepigon, north of Lake Supè-

rior, and on the north shore of Lake Huron". -He hils

recorded there the Indian names -of many of those -%vho

were attached to, the Hudson Bay Company's post as

hunters', and supplied the Enghsh tra'slation. It is

sufficient té say that they are of such a nature that, to-

gether with many other characteristics of common life

among the Indians, tliey will pr«obably remain for ever

unknown to the English reader.

At six in the evening we assembled at the chapelto

take part in a procession which was to march to, a large
cross 400 yards distant. After a short prehminary service,
the priest, in his r obes, walked out -of the chapel, a' nd was

followed by the women, dressed as at mornina service.
Some Indian lads -bearing a smaR platform on'cvbich_'__ -1ý_Zý__._ __11ý..__

was placed a half-veiled gilt image of the Vïrgin and Child
three feet. high, next ýtook up their position. The men

brought up the rear. As soon as the whole body of

Indians were assembled in the open air, two children

carrymg a red cross headed the procession; the women
followed two and two ; then came the lads with the image;

then the priest with his two assistants clothed in surplices,
and holding lighteéý candles ; and finally 1 the men. As
soon as the .procession started the women began, a'chant,

in which the men soon joined. The singi-ng continued
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until the priest amived. at-. the cross, when he entered -a

Ettle tei-àporary chapel, constructed of branches of trees,

and chanted a short, service, all the câng- regation -kneeling

on the wet grass.- A hymn was then IN sung, and the pro-

cession returned. to, the chapel. in the same order as before.

The cross is about fifteen feet high, and beaxs the

followinginscription:-

JEM NDUN KAOTS _ýýIPDamx.
(Jem who died on fle ems&)

And in smaller characters below-

iznima-e-mmn mak L-akuskuertak

Oblat-Mazie Tmmacukte.

The cross was placed. in a small. enclosure, the

path to it was ornamented -with spruce trees stuck in the

ground. and forming an avenue. The s*ngl*,ng of the

women soundeci yery well in the open air, and the re-

sponses of the men were much less harghlhan in a small.

and crowded, chapel.

It was dusk before the procession had retumed -and re-

entered. the chapé!; a few candles -were Et, a hymnsung',
and the ceremony was clo-ed -with the customary priestly

blessing. The effiect of this display upon the Indians was

very marked, and no-- one -Present, who was familiar with

Indian heathen eustoms, could fail to, rejoice at the con-

trast it presented-to a Medicine dance, or Scalp dance, or

a Dog feast, which were once common in the same camp-

ing ground before the Roman Catholic missionarles suc-

cSded in w*n'ng the Montagnais .from flieir earlier,

customs, and superstitions, and instillin., ihto their rainds

the germs of a better h however much it may be
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clouded in the form, in which it is presented to the m,
with other superstitions of a more refined and exalted

character..

We had a Uinner party on the following day. I in-

vited Otelne, Arkaske, the Nasquapees who had arrived
-,. ew days before, Domenique, Bartehni, Michel, and

Louis. I gave them fried pork and potatoes, fresh cod
fish, pancakes, and molasses, also tea. and sugar. With-

out thinkina that our wild visitors were not accustomed

to the ways of the polite world, I handed to one of
the Nasqu'apees a canister containing about three
pounds of lump-'.sugar, in order that he might sweeten
his tea. He looked at the sugrar, fitsked Otelne a
question, put & piece in his mouth, nodded his head,
saying Ho! ho 1 ho! With lump after lump he charged
his capacious mouth, holding firmly on to the canister.

He had got -through about half a pound when the cook,
a Frencli Canadian, said to me that Nasquapee's eating

all the sygar.e I touched Domenique and called his
attention to, the Nasquapee. Domenique himself was so

deeply engaged with the molasses that he had not ob-
served his neighbours partiality for the sugar, but as

soon as he observed him putting three or four lumps in
.his mouth and grinding them. between his magnificent

teeth, he qna'tched the canister and upbraided him for his
greediness. The Nasquapee laughed; Louis laughed so
heartily he could scarcely interpret what the Indian said.
It was to the efrect that he thought the sugar was his

share of the dinner, but he had no objection to try the

pancake and, molasses. Domenique, with wise caution,
helped - him, but he found taking the'sweet stuf up with
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his fingers rathe qow work, and nodded his thank to

me with Ho! ho! ho! when I handed him a spoon.

After the molasses and pancake, he tried the por- and

pot-itoes, and then the cod.'fish, <-j of wiffi a

hand:ft-d of sugar which I presented tohim

The other Lidians, havincr been accustomed to, the

proprieties of at least half-civaed life, behaved very well,

and abused the Nasquapee for his want of. manners, at

which he laughed and said he would, do better next time,

but,,was not, in the least degree abas-hed. He told, Louis

confidentially, after the dinner was, over, that the sugar

w, as very fine. I gave him a piece of tôbacco, by way of

deçssert ; he thanked me with another IEIÔ ! ho ! ho ! and

bec,,red for 'a pipe. Having filled and Et it he stretched

himself before the fire, and looked the picture of cou-

tentment. After dinner and pipes they came into, my

tent, to, explain the map of the rivers flowing into the

below the Moisie,, which they had drawn at, my request,

and with'the assistance.of Louis I gleaned a fair amount-

of information from'them respectincr the country, all of

which was confirmed by other descriptions and maps

-which I obtained a few weeks later at'-Nrino-an.

The buryincr-,round at &Sven, Lislands is close to the
chapel. It contains the rema-ks of NÙsquapees, who bave

come from their dL42nt huntincr grounds to see the robe

noire. Té many of these people the visit to the coast is

a j ourney to, the grave ; comparativ- ely few return. 'I They

die.." said an old French Canadian half-breed, to me,, they

die like rotten sheep as soon as they get, here the
élimatekill thepi; they. cannot, stand the damp sea air;

they catch cold and go o:ff at once.3
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4 What brings them here I asked.

Well, sir, it ýs the priest. He tells Domenique, Bartelmi,
and a lot of others, who go to winter in the Nasquapee

country, to bring them down, and as soon as they come'

they die, some in a month, some in a year. Look at

those who came here last year the çan't hunt they'll

die before next sprincr,.'

But is not the priest quite right to induce these heathen

Indians to come and leam something about the Christian

religion P

Ah! that's another thing. No doubt it's for the good

of their souls., but the poor creatures die oE as soon as*

they come, and to my mind, thev might just as weR live

a few years in their own country. It's no use coming here

to, die but then there"s the religion; it'È a difficult

matter; perhaps its better to die a Christian than to

Eve a heathen.'

Wiser and better men than you and I have made the

same remark before.'
"Perhaps so, sir. I am an icrnorant man-a trapper,, and

nothincr more than a trapper; but I am sorry to see these

poor creatures come down to the coast and die. They

do n't show their trouble before other people, but when

they are alone, how I have seen them'heav'e a,-nd cry as if

their hearts would bui-,-,t!

Are you, speaking of the Nasquapees

Yes ; I was of them, but the Montagnais are

the same. It es not a yeax since a fine young Nas'quapça

vith two wives came down the St. Marguerite to Seven

Islands. He died of in-fliienza before he had been here

six months. The women came to me to buy his windina-
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sheet. I said to them, -116 Is Appe-muskis * dead Not

ye425 one replied. Rad you not better wait awhile ? " 1
said to his *Ïves, for I felt- sorry for them, and did not want

to take the marten slçin they brought to pay for it. They

shook their heads. ""No, no," said one; ',- he wiU die with

the setting sun; give me the winding-sheet."' Now to, look

at these women7.s fýces, you would not-think that there was

much the matter with them; but then its their custom;

both Montagnais and Nasquapees, always do it.

& Wel sir, two days after that poor fellow was buried,

-was away in the woods on the other side of the bay.

I walked to, the beach and saw a canoe Iying; I knew it

was one of Appe-mus]ý:W wives, so I went inté the-woods
and listened, fhinkinor I hýard her coming through the

bush. -I crept near to look. She wàs sitting crouched up

on a Men tree; her bead was bent down on her knees.

She was crying out some words in Nasquapee, which,
though very Eke Montagnais, I can% always undRstand.

At last I caught her saÉng several times, 1-11 Té die so

far, far, far from home! I knew then what she was

sobbincr about, and crept back to the beach.

When I got there I fired of my gun. In two, minutes

the squaw came from the woods chewing a bit of gum,
but to look at her, you would ni have thought she 'd a care

on her mind,« I glanced at her close to make sure, and I

saw where she had brushed of her tearsq but she chewed

-waý at her bit of gum as if nothin ras-the
with her.2ý

n--t-he--outside of a Nasquapee were
a h.mdsome pair of snow-shoes. I took them. down to

.,,ppe-muçdds ègnifies a spit' or sfick on whieh g-ame is cookeiL
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and a young 4ontîiý,mai"ho spoke French- well,
and -výîth whom, I was walking at the time, told me they

hadbeeg-a-^preset of a favourite wife- to her husband.

The ikcât j pariCof the snow-shoes was. made ---of beaver

netthig-that is to say, of network made from the skin of

the beaver eut into, sma.11 fliongs ; the second compartment

was of caribou sinew; the third of otter sIdn. The side

or fra nework of the shoes was ornamented with caribou

sinew tassels and small bunches. of caribou hair. A
present of à _ý*'of snow-shoes is no't unfrequently made

by a iini bm ý_to her lover. Near those I had been

were two other pair, but much smaller, and

e-;irdently intended for rough- work, as they were made

of caribou sinew. These belonged to two little children

between seven and nine years old,, who trudge merrily

over the snow in winter, when camp is beig moved, or

when they go to gather wood, or look after the marten

traps, which they are early taught, to make.

Otelne and A mske and one or two others jokied us,
and we all went together to, the s.tore'of 'a trader to turn

over his things. I saw a twenty-eight, pound weight

Iying on the counter, and, being desirous of testing the

streath of the Indians, I asked them to, hold it out at

arm% leotL None of them would begin. I therefore

the myself, and he'I't',11 he-wei-cil arms
R IEII] ÇýýIIEIII"1 :11 l' 'PC> EI, n tried---but ]Ïe could not

--even-bring--it- to a level with Ms eye. A aske% turn

came nex4 but he, Eke Otelne, faïled to Eft the weight.

Two or âîee Montagnaïs next tried their strength., but

none of them succeeded in rai*sm*g the weight untfl the

outstretched arm became horizontal. I next caught hold



of a beam about four inches square, and slow1y lifted

myself so that my-chin rested on the beam, then allowed

my arms to assume a perpendicular position; this I rep'eated

half a dozen times-a common Éymnastic exercise which

every schoolboy can do with a little practice. One by

one the Indians tried to do the same, but in one instance

only. did any of them succeed in touching the top of the

beam, with his chin ; the others could not even touch the

bottom. I tested the muscular strength of these Indians

in vaious ways, but I found them to, be all - comparati-vély

weak. No doubt. they were not in good condition, having

most of them been atý Seven Islands or on the-coast for

some weeks, and living on seals and fish. A few weeks

in the woods would probably make a change ; but their

physique is certainly inferior to that of the white man.

Towards evening I had another visit from, the Nas-

-quapees --. they came to exchange bows and arrows and

fish-hooks for tea and tobacco. They expressed much

delight at receiving a present of a number of large hooks

with strong gimp attached. One of them. lay on the

ground fdr fiffly half au hour playing with a coiýâpass,
drawing the needle round with a key.

He was not a little astonished'when I held a small

magnet, which I carefuRy concealed in my hand, to the

-- needle-and re eluled it ; he was resting his head on lis
- 1 --_p __ a 1«L ---T-trýî:e

hýnd at the time w en d--the-çýFperiment. The

-- momen-t-he saw thneed7e move away from my

instead of towards it, e à U otioned me to do it

again; he then tried with the key, but he--fd-u-ud--it----_
attracted the needle. I put the magnet'near it, he saw

it was repelled. He spoké to the other -Indians; they
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crowded round to, -- see the wonderfhl instrument, and

repeaÎë&-",ý thé same experiment -with much curiosityý

gûSome time after my visitors bad bade me ggood ni,, rht, the

Indian who was so ra*utely observing the compass came

back with Louis, and wanted to know what I woulél

take for the compass, key, and magnet. I asked Louis

what he wanted them for. liouis replied that he did not

know, but he thought---it,-was to show his fiiends. The

Nasquapee said he would give fimas. for them, but 1 elosed

the -conversation by saying that J could not part with my

compass or with the key,

The Nasquapçe camJ -ýen -ex t mornincr to see if I

would exchan'ge the compass and magnet and key for furs

and expressed ggreat, -ýamýety to become the possessor of

the three little mysteries. But.I told him if he brougght

me fifty martens I should not lethim have them, as they

would be ôf no ý use-to h in-à whatever. -I Tather suspect

that the Nasquapee, who was only a very young Christian,

thought that he might make a good, thing out of the

magnet, key, and compass, when he went back among

his friends in the far -interior; bis manner was earnest

-and . decided, and no doubt he -would have promised to

pay a good price for theïa. -WUn I mentioned my

suspicion to, Louis, he took the same-view of the matter,
and said characteri-;-ùcallycthatýýQ-quapee ma-e the other

Ný§quapees far away back tbinlz he is a great conjuror,

" t any furs from them; little compass point out where
ibory e--other Indian pay for teffing; th-at

Nasquapee no fool!

Eaýrly--Ru-TuesU went to the chapéYto

witness an Indian Mamage. iapd-ývas crowded,

J
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with Inchans: one dark bride wore a pretty Montagnais

cap of scarlet and black with . edging of sâveý cord.

I looked in vain for t«he other, but consoled myself with

the reflection that she was modestly squatting among

the other women and wore no distinguiÈhing bridal

array. When the priest came to that part of the

service whièh involves the blessing of the ring, one -bride

and one bridegroom, knelt at the altax-railing; the second

bridegrooi looked wistfully at the little sea of Mon-

tagnais caps; the 'Male portion of the -congregation

glanced around; an awkward pause ensued, When slow1y

from. among the kneeling squaws a tall young Montagnais

girl arose, with a most promînent Roman nose, thick Eps,
and slanting eyes ; she advanced to the raffing and knelt

beside her lover. Amifl a breathless, silence both

couples were joined together. Montagnais dam els, like

some of theïr fairer sisters, are fickle and changeable.

A méfàýcho1y instance of unrequited lox'-'e on. one . side,

and. inconstancy on the 0 has occurred' at Séven

Islands. A girl agreed to, married to a young Indian

as soon as the priest, cameý- the day was fixed, the guests

were all M*vited, and a seai was shot for the wedding

feast.

Loons were purposely kept for three dayý. a

porcupine was trapped ; preparationS On a. Ce scale were

made for' -a gréât spread. The wis or houir7arrived, ; the

brid.egroom was dressed is best; the guests were all

waiting at the doors, anxious for the ceremony
to be over at, they might begin the feas4 as the odour

of s > oon, and porcupine cooked in the lo'dges close

---tao
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at hand was pervading the air with a most tantalisinle
aroma. The bridegroom and guest waited long and

patiently-

TM some one &sked, Where is the bride P And then
A briaesmaid went and ere she came again
A silence fell upon the guests -a pause
Of expectation, as when beauty awes
AU hearts with its approach, though unbeheld;

Then wonder, and then fear that wonder quelled:
For whispers passed from mouth to, ear, which drew
The colour from the heareW cheeks, and flew
Louder and swîfter round the company;
And then Gherardi entered with an eye
Of oý4-mtatious trouble, and a crowd
Surrounaea him, and some were weeping loud.

But they did not fmd Genevra, dead.- They found

the maiden picking cranberries close to, the forest

of stunted balsam spruce whieh lines the'shore. ýHer

anxiou friends enquired. the reason of such extraordinary

conduct. She replied-

Do you thin I am going to, marry him ?-he can

call a loon. -1 heard him yesterday, and he frightened

the bird-he mayfind another wife.'

A short co-uneil was held, at which it was unanîmousIý,

decided - not to, ihterfere yu*,th the young people, buýý

to, eat the feasý,just'ii if- the wedding had . taken place.

The c qmpaelyýý at once repaired to, the lodgges and abused

mconstant maiden over the seals, the loonsand the

pgreupines. My infbrmant told me that the lover and

his flormer mistress joined in the feast as heartily as any

of the rest, -without any appearance of shyness or re-

straint.
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A fine looking schooner came into the harbour on the

afternoon of the 16th bound for Mingau with a cargo -of

salt. I hastened on boaxd as soon as she - cast anchor,
and made arrangements with the captain, for a passage

for my party, canoes and baggage.' ..- We went -èný board

at night-faU in order to take advantage of the risIng tide,
and a probable change of wind in the early mornincr ; but

we were disappointed.; the wind continued unfavourable,

so thatwe employèd the time in fishingg for cod. Père

ArngA,'shortly befOrEý noon set sail for Bersamits in an

openboat, with a number of Montagnais.

The whole Indian population of Seven Islands were

about to disperse as soon as the priest had taken, his

departure, birch-bark lodges were takén down, =oes

were launched, and their little store of worldly goods

were all embarked ready for q start the moment the

Père left the shore.

A salute was fired by. the Indians, which was repeated

the boaf -itý.-Iîàd

reached half way across the bay, when, one by one, they

walked slowly to, their canoes. The 1ýàsquapees weie

going to, the Moisie--some of them to, retrace their, steps

to, As«hwan»pi* and Petichikapau. Domemque was going

to, Mingaln, Bartelmi to, the east branch of. the Moisie.

Otelne and Arkaske intended to remain at Seven Islanés.

Most of the other Montagnais were going up the St. Mar-

guerite to hunt. In a few hours Seven Islands would

be comparatively deserted-the few people remaining

being the custom house .officer, his family and servants,

a trader or two, and a few fishermen.



1M

DEPARTURE PROM SEVM ISLANDS.

At about mon the wind changed; we heaved ànehor
set sail, and followed the little:fleet of cames which were

keeping close in shore, until w'e approached the entrance

to the beautiful harbour of Seven Islands, and saw the

broad gulf of the St. Lawrence beyond.
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