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OTTAWA AUXILIARY BIBLE SOUETY.

NOTICES

[t is earnestly recommended to the Committees of Branches, owning their
stock of Bibles, that they effect an insurance on the same. In most cases it may
he included as a special item in the policy which the Depositary takes out on his
stock-in-trade, but when that cannot be done, special insurance should be effected.

[t must be distinctly understood that books are furnished by this Society on
condition that they be sold by Depositaries, Colporteurs and other retailers at the
Society’s prices. Purchasers are requested to report at once deviations from this
rule to the Recording Secretary, Ottawa.

Bibles and Testaments, in different languages, may be had at the very lowest
prices at the Depositary’s, Mr. James Hope, corner Sparks and Elgin Streets,
Ottawa.

Committees are requested to have their subscription lists completed and col.
lected, and reports of their business for the year drawn up prior to the Secretary’s
visit. In this way trouble and delay in preparing the Auxiliary's Report will be
prevented.

Committees of branch societies contributing $50 and upwards to the Auxllm,rv
are requested to nominate one of their number for membership in the Auxiliary’s
Committee, and to notify the Recording Secretary in Ottawa of such nomination
on or before the second Tuesday of February in each year.

Committees, and especially their Secretarys, will, it is hoped, see that Reports
and Leaflets are widely circulated without delay. It is desirable that among
others who will read them, as well as subscribers of a dollar and upwards, the
reports be distributed.

Those who wish to remember the Society in their last will and testament, are
earnestly requested to use the following

FORM OF BEQUEST.

I give and bequeath to the OrrawA AvxiLiARY BiBLk Sociery the sum of

to be paid within twelve months after my decease,

and the receipt of the Treasurer of the said Society, for the time being, shall be
sufficient discharge for the payment of the same.

A List of

E}

1 16mo. mi

2 .
3 &h
4 ‘“h

5 24mo. g1
6 16mo. ro
7 24mo. pi
8 16mo. c¢

9 oh })(
10 24mo. P
| ) S
12 F. cap,?
13 v N
4 * .
15 (X}
l‘; 1}
17 * h

18 16mo. ¢
19 “ 8

20 * b
21 b
2 ¢ e
28 “ 8
21 i l
25 s B
% ¢

27 16mo.«
28 * 1
‘!J (1] ‘
30 1
31 - )
32
3
M "
3B “
36



ning their

ses 1t may
out on his
e effected.

"\'.(M'it'ty on
lers at the
s from this

ery lowest
n Streets,

d and col-
ecretary’s
rt will be

Auxiliary
\uxiliary’s
omination

Wt Rupm'ls
lat among
vards, the

ament, are
he sum of

y decease,

g, shall be

A

1 16mo.

2 ‘s
3 ‘h
4 (X

5 24mo.
6 16mo.

8 16mo.
9 1]

1 "
13
4 "
15
16
l‘ a“h

19
)() ‘s
.)1 ‘4
2 (3]
‘)‘ (X}
28 v
25 "
26 *

27 lﬁmo

1)8

!) “h
30
31 *
J2
3
3.‘ 1
‘5 L]

‘s

39 (1
40 L1
41 L L
2 “

{ 2imo.

18 16mo.

e ——

Ottawa Auxiliary Bible Society.

— =

for the convenience of parties ordering.
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LIST OF SCRIPTURES

PEARL.
89 ‘Mmo American cloth........... 20
9% illustrated cloth.......... 24
91 * colored sheep.............. 25
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132 8\0 o . . a 1 90
133 . . . . 2 30
134 ** o - - . 2 60
135 °*¢ - o . o 2N
l:w (3’ ‘s L3 ‘s “h 2 H(’
NONPAREIL.
137 12mo. American cloth........... 32
138 “ School sheep.............. 36
139 ‘¢ o i T T T LT My 37
140 16mo. pastegrain................ 67
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KEPT IN STOCK.

MINION —Continued.
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LIST OF SCRIPTURES KEPT IN STOCK. J

BREVIER. OLD TESTAMENT.

ed 3 3! 194 16mo. cloth or sheep............. 10 . _ _
t.; i7 195 ** roan, gilt edges....... . 925 In porticns,Brevier 24mo. limp.each 70
p 19 “ limp.calf....... ....... 53
O 88
"t R 60 _— NEW TESTAMENT.
ed 2 30 o . . . .
2 40 R | . In portions, T\unp | .l;’mn. Il!{m. v;.a‘vh. 03
2 R0 197 Small 4to. sheep....... 35 Brev. 24mo. 07
- :_ 0% ‘ ‘e 7 Q . “h y -y ‘“ ‘4 .
3 70 . :!;’ - ('”]“”l!(l :!:l'lll:'. ‘ 17.4: lmperial 8vo. 15
" 200 g pastegiltedge Psalms 67 ENGLISH TESTAMENTS.
"t ;‘ ENGLISH. WiTH PSALMS IN METRE.
|
. 87 201 8vo.sheep............ R | | DIAMOND
.1 4 . 202 colored calf . .o 100 B
.1 50 217 48mo. i y ool " P or
, . . : Z X . paste gilt edge . .. | 25
-+ 210 ' DUUBLE FRUA. 218 *  Morocco gilt edge ... ..... 32
.. 6 ‘:' ’, ' . 219 ¢ Morocco . )
. 960 ’ 203 8vo. basil..... SR Eae 3 1 65 20 * Russia .. - 60
} 204 * 2vols.roan.......... . 1 95
200 * Morocco ...... ivees 2 06 RUBY. |
206 dvols,limp.................. 150
d. 2 70 IO p—— B 221 24mo. limp cloth......... 07 ‘
9 .‘.'” BAGSTER'S NARROW EDITION __:_:_: - ] I“‘ ] l‘lc'(i edges B lll‘.ll
R @ o _ Oin B cloth, red edges...........
S 0 207 Minion Morocco gilt edge..... . 1 20 Dl BEEEL “ oilt o 13
208 a Persian yapped......... 78 o B “  clasp... _ 15
. ‘ , 226 ** limp round corners .
o ENGLISH PORTIONS. ool paste circuit......... .... :il‘i
. | :_ll ‘ 228 *° ** yapped.... o 5 % 4 31
‘o ‘l 34 (GOSPEL AND ACTS. 2 “ Morocco imp........ 40
. & ]3 : 230 v . . circuit ., . B )
: hi 209 24mo. Americancloth.......... 10 231 48mo. paste yapped .. 9 ‘
.+ 1 0 232 *  calf, round cor. gilt edge.. &0 i
d, 4 77 PSALMS. 233 ** padded Russia,.. i & ‘N ';E
234 32mo. Persian yapped . ........ 37 gl
NONPAREIL. il
S. - MINION. it
210 2mo. limp ...covvvniiiniinn can 63 , 8
235 16mo. paste limp.............. .. 20 . y
BREVIER. 236 **  cloth, giltedges.... . .... 27 |
237 . B clasp...... 32
| BEE DU BRI s 5 - cvocnvcnisas AP | | 238 32mo. padded calf....... - A % .
10 .
i: PICA. FOREIGN LANGUAGES.
21 212 Small 4to, limp. ........... v.eee 10 French Bibles in various styles, 25¢. up. .
55 “  Testaments B “  10e¢. up. '
DOUBLE PICA., German Bible and Testaments, also
Danish, Duteh, Finnish, Gaelic, Hebrew
213 8vo. limp.... ......... . Cvee.. 3B Italian, Irish,Norwegian,Icelandic, Latin
03 214 “ POBN.... cci: ceciiiisiicnnns 53 Spanish, Swedish, Welsh and Chinese.
“'-) 215 “ calf ............. A [ Bibles, Testaments or portions very
' 216 ““ Moroceo...........c.ouv un 80 cheap. .
10 -
]
In addition to the above we have a large number of Portions for the Blind in both #
Moore's and Braille's system, and in the various languages published by the Society. :
15 N.B.—Branches ordering Stock will please do so by using the numbers on the S
30 margin above opposite the several kinds required, giving at the same time the date or
e . » v “ t
J number of the Report, and addressing their order to MESSRS. JAMES HOPE & SONS, _
60 |
60 Sparks Street, Ottawa. b
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

—OF THE™

Ottawa Auxiliary Bible Society.

1. The Society shall be denominated the ““ OrrAwA AvuxiLiArRy BiBLE So-
C1ETY ;" the object of which shall be to co-operate with the British and Foreign

Bible Society in promoting the distribution of the Holy Scriptures both at home
and abroad.

2. Conformably to the principles of the parent institution, the Bibles and
Testaments circulated by the Society shall be without note or comment.

L)

3. All persons subscribing One Dollar and upwards, per annum, shall be
members of the Society ; or Twenty Dollars at one time, shall be members for life.

4. Thc business of the Society shall be conducted by a President, Vice-
President, Treasurer, two Secretaries, and a Committee of not less than twenty
members, with power to add to their number. Five members of the Committee
shall form a quorum.

5. All resident Protestant Ministers shall be considered ex-officio members
of the Committee.

6. No lay member of the Society shall be eligible as a member of the Com-

mittee, unless he be a life member, or pay an annual subscription of not less than
T'wo Dollars.

7. The Committee shall have the power of nominating such persons as shall
have rendered essential service to the Socicty as Honorary Governors for life.

8. The Committee shall meet once every month, or oftener if necessary, on
some day to be fixed by themselves.

9. The whole of the subscriptions and donations received by the Society,

and not required for its own operations, shall from time to time be remitted to
the Parent Society.

10. For the purpose of giving full effect to the benevolent designs of the
British and Foreign Bible Society, in their grant of the Scriptures for distribution
among the poor, the Committee shall make it their business to enquire what
families or individuals are in want of Bibles or Testaments, and it shall be the

duty of the Committee to furnish them therewith at prime cost, reduced price, or
gratis, according to their circumstances.

11. A general meeting of the subscribers shall be held annually, in the City
of Ottawa, when the Committee’s proceedings, and Treasurer’s accounts for the
previous year shall be reported, and a new Committee be appointed.

12. No alterations shall be made in these laws, except at a general meeting
of the Society, called by special notice, to be advertised in two or three City
newspapers once a month previously.

N.B.—~The Committee shall meet regularly on the second Tuesday of every

month in the Committee Room in the Ladies’ Parlor of the Y. M. C. A., at 4.30
p.m., and oftener if the business require it.
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OFFICE-BEARERS AND COMMITTEE

—OF THE—

Ottawa Auxiliary for 1898-99.

President :—GEO. HAY, Esq.

Vice- Presidents :

Mgessks, M. A. ANDERSON,
J. A. CAMERON,
W. C. BowLEs,

W. H. EAGLESON, (. K. ELLiOoTT,

JAMES (GIBSON, |
Corresponding Sec’y, REv, DR. / 'RONG,
Recording Sec’y, REv. J. C. Ca LL.

Recording Secretary’s a

WM. HaMiLTON,
J. HARDIE,
JAMES HENDERSON,

THORBURN.

D). MAassoN,

J. MACMILLAN,
Rev. (. McRITCHIE
Hiram ROBINSON,
REV. JoHN Woob.
Treas., MR. THOMAS KENNY.
Depositary, MR. JAMES Hork.

. Bible Depository, 45 Sparks Street.

| ‘T PASTORS, ex-officio.

COMMITTEE :

(xilbert Allan, R. H. Cowley,
J. R. Armstrong, J. Dunnett,

C. H. Bcdduc, J. S. l‘f:tglusnll,
A. Blyth W. J. Fairbairn,
W. B. Bowie, F. J. Fedarb,
T. C. Boville, George Fowler.
E. Botterell, S. T. L. Frost.
F. P. Bronson, J. M. Garland,
H. S. Campbell, Asa Gordon,
Wm. Campbell, T. Gilmour,

J. J. Campbell, W. Gliddon,
D. C. Chamberlain, . Hannum,
Arthur Chisholm, J. B. Halkett,
F. A. Coffin, D. H. Hudson,
Chas. Cook, A. B. Hudson,

With power to add to their number.

W. H. Kerr,
R. (. Knox,
W. A. Lamb,
W. Lamb,
John Lucy,

D. Manchester,
Thomas McJanet, 8. Stewart,
Haldane Millar, W. Stewart,
J. D. McLean,
J. McNicol,
(x. L. Orme,

Andrew Imlach, (;. E. Pennock,
John Keane, R. Parker,
F. W. King, E. D. Parlow,

J. Shearer, jr.,
Jaes Smart,
John Spence,

A. J. Stephens,
W. W. Stephen,
R. Stewart,

T. Stewart,
W. Whillans,
(. H. Woodburn.

And all the Delegates from the Branches,

that are entitled to have representatives on the Committee :—

Admaston..... ....PETER DALGLISH,
Almonte& Ramsay, Mr. J. MCCARTER.

Arnprior........ tev. D. J. McLEAN.
Aylmer.............. J. T. PAarTIson,
Beachburg... ..... Mr. A. CAMERON.

Buckingham... Rev. C. A. Doubpigr.
Carleton Place... Mr. JAMES (GILLIES.

b Mr. H. GOURLAY.
Clayton ........... WM. PATTERSON,
Coulonge........... Hon. G. BrYSoN.
(Cumberland ...... Mr. JoHN GAMBLE.
BOOMEIE .« s 000508 sunys Mr. C. Ross.
Eganville............ Mr. J. REEVES.
B ss 20 sesees Rev. W. H. Scorr.
Lanark........... Mr. J. ROBERTSON®

N.B.—In cases where Branches have failed to nominave delegates, their Pre-

sidents have been appointed.
AUDITORS,

Manotick.......... Rev. D. FiNpLAY.
Merivale. ...... Mr. R. BAYNE.
New Edinburgh,Rev.J. A. MCFARLANE
New Glasgow.......... D. CARSWELL.
North Bay...REv. THoMAS MCADAM.
North Gower.......... A. CALLANDER.
Pakenham. ... ....d. H. FrANCIS.
Pembroke............ JUDGE DEACON.,
Renfrew........ Rev. Dr. CAMPBELL.
Rideau..... .......... J. McNicoL.
Ross............... Mr. G. ROBERTS.
Smiths Falls.......... S. M. BARNES.
Stittsville, . ............ T. J. BLAcCK.
Vernon............ Mr. D. KENNEDY
White Lake . ......... JOHN STEWART

Messks W. WHILLANS and J. D. McLEAN.
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OFFICE-BEARERS, ETC.

HONORARY GOVERNORS FOR LIFE.
Tue REV. THOMAS WARDROPE, D.D.,, . e e (Guelph.

Tue REV. D. M. GORDON, B.D.,

Halifax,

LIFE MEMBERS OF THE OTTAWA AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY.

Anderson, M. A............. Ottawa.
Bryson, Hon. Gx.......Fort Coulonge.
Boulter, Mrs. Jennie...... New York.
Cameron, J. A........ ... . Ottawa.
Campbell, A. F......... White Lake.
Dewar, J. H..... e slainlx o Ottawa.
Kdwards, J. C.......... .. Ottawa.,
Fraser, Alexander........... Ottawa.
Fraser, Mrs. Alexander .....Ottawa.
Gemmill, Sylvanus.... ...... Lanark.
Hay, George  ........... Ottawa.
Kennedy, David ............ Vernon.
Kenny, Mrs. T. W...... .. Arnprior.
Kenny, Miss Hannah May. . Arnprior.
Kenny, Miss Eva Jane,.... Arnprior.

Kenny, Miss Kathleen M. Arnprior.

Kidd, Jos. . ............... Beckwith.
Lucy, John...... ......... .Ottawa.
McCullough, J. L. . West Winchester.
McDiarmid, A. ...... ...... Osgoode.
Munro, John....... e ... Ottawa,
Phillips, Johathan. ..... ..Renfrew.
Richards, Wm. J........Snow Road.
Richards, Mrs. Wm...... Snow Road.
Rowat, Wm., sr...... . ....Manotick.
Rowat, John. ...... West Winchester.

Rowat, W, McL., M.D., W, Shefford, Q.
Rowat, Allan R Honolulu, Sand.
wich Islands.

lowat, James S...........Manotick.
Rowat, Archibald B...... Manotick.
Rowat, Andrew McM......Manotick.
Wilson, Thomas................Carp.

84 All contributing, at one time, twenty dollars and upwards, are Life

Members of the ,\'m.'ii'l.\'.

#7 Donations to any amount to the Auxiliary will be gladly received and
duly acknowledged by the Treasurer, or the Recording Secretary, Bible De-

pository, Ottawa.

OFFICE-BEARERS OF THE PARENT SOCIETY.

President—THE R1. HON. THE EARL oF HARROWBY,
Vice- Presidents—One hundred and twenty-one Noblemen, Bishops of the Church

of England, Protestant Pastors and other gentlemen.

Chasrman of Commattee

CarLes B. Kemp,

Treasurer—J. GURNEY BARCLAY, Esq.
Sceretaries—THE REv. Jonx Suare, M.A., Tune Rev. J. GorpoNy Warr, M. A.
Supt. of Translating and Editorial Department—TueE REv. WM. WRicur, D.D.
Superintendent of Laterary Department—V acant.

Honorary Home Secretary

THE REv. T. AsToN-BINNS,

Assistant Foreign and Financial Secretary—Vacant,
Superintendent of the Publishing and Issue Department—MR. J. J. BRowN,

Accountant—Mr. W.

. WAKELIN.

Collector—Mnr., Geo. B. PooLx,
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T—D
ROM the beginning God willed that His people should know
3 and make known the word of revelation. To Israel He |
L4 said, “‘ These words which I command thee this day shall !
be in thine heart ; and thou shalt teach them deligently unto thy :
children, and thou shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up, and thou shalt bind them for a
sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine

eyves, and thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house and

are Life

ved and on thy gates.”” The Psalmist prays for the favor and mercy of ;‘
ible De- . v O . ‘ : : . f
God, that His way may be known on earth and His saving health
among all nations. Through Isaiah we hear the word of God say- 4
ing, ‘‘Come near, ye nations, to hear, and hearken, ye people ; let it
the earth hear and all that is therein, the world and all things that {
come forth of it. * * 3 Seek ye.out of the book of the Lord ;
+ Church \ and read.” But more especially is it the mission and great work §
of the Christian Church to proclaim and publish the glad tidings |
and truths of the Holy Scriptures. Every Christian 1s in trust !
with the Gospel and in debt to the world. The mission of the :
r, M. A. Church, said a great Missionary, is missions.. Each Christian is i
T, D.D. called to be a missionary in preaching or sending the Gospel to 1
every creature. To His followers Christ said, Ye shall be wit- :
nesses for Me unto the uttermost parts of the earth. The field @
for the individual Christian is the world. Christianity is pre- |
LOWN, eminently the religion of love, and true Christians must therefore
In

be consistently characterized by their love to God and man.
no better way can this be done than by making Christ and His
salvation known to a miserable and perishing world. ‘“ Whoso

— .
¢ - bR = -
! L

el 3
A ey Lo

— e —

: hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shut- |
teth up his bowls of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love s
of God in him”’ ? | i
But not only is the Church a Missionary institution, the Bible 8
g

is a Missionary Book in its origin and purpose. To the Missionary
idea in the Divine mind, and to the Missionary life and labors of
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the servants of God are we indebted for the whole book. When
God revealed to Abraham the covenant of grace, which may be
termed the Constitution of the Bible, He said, In thee shall all
nations of the earth be blessed.”” Accordingly, He afterwards
commanded to declare His glory among the heathen and His won-
ders among all people.

The writing of the New Testament was occassioned by the
Missionary exegincies of the Apostolic Church, and almost every,
if not every page of it was written by Missionaries. That the

ible is a Missionary book i I8 evident because it is so easily trans-
lated. ‘‘Singular to tell’”’ says McCulloch, ‘‘the Bible is the
casiest of all books to translate, and in every tongue into which it
is rendered, the easiest to read ; while it 18 over and above the
fullest of life and vivacity. The beauties and delicate touches of
other books decline to be translated into a foreign tongue, and die
under the process, but the vitality of the Scriptures passes mnmn—
tal like the transmigrating -pmt from one body to another.’
Therefore, the translation and circulation of the Holy Sc riptures
can never be a doubtful work to true Christians. They know it is
the will of God, and they know that Bible circulation 18 like gold
currency compared with paper. The former maintains its value,
as has been thoroughly proven by this century of the free and uni-

versal use of the Scriptures.

The propriety and necessity of a Bible Society in connection
with the Christian Church 18, therefore, most obvious, and, con-
sequently, the wonderful success of the British and Foreign Bible
Society for 94 years throughout the world, may surely be taken as
a convincing token of the divine favor. Never were doors to all
nations more widely open, and the promises of God concerning
His word brighter, than in this year of our Lord. The recent re-
ports of our Parent Society abundantly confirm this statement.
Not to speak of the Protestant countries, the last annual report
shows that the circulation of the Bible was materially increased in
every Roman Catholic country of Europe, as well as in the great
Russian Empire, where 60 years ago there was very little Bible
work to report. The Muhammadan races in africa and Asia are
reported to be less hateful and more liberal towards Christianity.
The prejudices which have so long locked and barred the Moslem
mind seem to be gradually breaking down. In Cairo and Alex-
andria the diffusion of Scriptures has been greater than ever be-
fore. Progress is reported from East, West and Central Africa
and the report of no country so vividly illustrates the progress of
recent years as that of the South African Auxili: ary, with its 200
Branches, covering from Mashonaland to the Cape of Good Hope.
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From the Far East, from Japan, Corea and Maylaysia come re-
ports grave and moderate in tone, yet full of hope. China in-
creased her circulation from 236, 000 to 366,000 copies. India
received over 450,000, and much revision and translation work was
arried on with unabated success. The total circulation for the
most part in foreign countries, was about 4,000,000 copies. Five
new translations were added to t]w list, making a total of 339
translations made by this Society, 335 of which are 1n active use.
The total issuc of the Society in t]uw«(' translations from its com-
mencement in 1804 now exceeds 154,000,000 copies.

Since our last annual meeting the British Empire has cele-
brated the ‘Diamond Jubilee of Her Gracious Majesty Queen
Victoria. The 60 years of her illustrious reign was reviewed and
considered by the most eminent thinkers of the Empire from all

points of view, and many sought to show the secret of the most
‘ The London Times
‘“ There is no more remarkable characteristic of the Queen’s
long and glorious reign than the importance which her people have
attached to the Scriptures, and the extraordinary impetus which
The progress

and expansion of the British Empire and the British race have
r ; but there

is nothing which exhibits that progress and that expansion in a
clearer or better light than the work of the British and Foreign

wonderful progress ever enjoyed by a nation.
sald :

they have given to their world-wide dissemin: \tion.

been illustrated in a thousand ways during the past yea

Bible Society.”’

The Committee of the Ottawa Auxiliary rejoices to have a
share in the prosecution of this great enterprise, and desires to
thank God for His great mercy in enabling them to present a re-

U ol I iy PN

f o we s
S L

port of another prosperous year.
were held, the average attendance being larger than for many years.

Eleven meetings of Committee

MEMBERS DEPARTED.

[t is with deep sorrow we mourn the removal by death of two
of our most worthy and active workers, Mr. John Munro, a Vice-

President, and Mr. Thomas Kenny, cf Arnprior.

service of the Soci (*t\ and for their faith in God and His word.

VISITATION OF BRANCHES.

The Recording Secretary, as directed, visited 91 Branches and
addressed 124 meetings, as well as the Perth Auxiliary and its 4
average attendance was good as compared with
A new setof diagrams, illustrating the work of

Branches. The
previous years.

Both of these
brethren were greatly beloved for their loyal co-operation in the

.

L g r——
-
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our Society, and a large Missionary map was again used, to the
satisfaction of all. [n connection with Branch work 24 ()()()lmﬂtts
_'_"'l\'illf,: inf'ul'ln;ninll respec llll;_l 1111' Socle t.\, (III(I 4(0) ‘lllll(llhl(.\ were
circulated. The Secretary desires to express his thanks to the
many friends of the Society, and especially the officers and collec-
tors, for their faithful and sympathetic co-operation.

FREE DISTRIBUTION,

One of the good offices of the Bible Society is to grant the
Scriptures gratuitously to the poor and needy, to public and char-
itable institutions.  Good was done 1n this way in many instances
during the year, notably in aiding the fire sufferers af \untln Indian
and Casselman, the Salvation Army, the Young Men’s Christian
Association. and scores of individuals tlnnnwh our Colporteurs.
The total free distribution and reduction in prices amount to 241
volumes, value, $103.18.

COLPORTAGE.

Colportage, as last yvear, was mostly confined to the lumber-
ing camps. During January, ]("ll].ll‘\ and early March nine
( nl|mmm~ visited the Shanties of the Du lLievre, Gatineau, Cou-
longe, Du Moine, Mattawa, Kippewa, Pettawawa, Bonnechere,
Madawaska, Mississippl and those of rivers between North Bay
and Sudbury.

When we consider the class of men who, for the most part,
labor in the woods, that the majority are of Roman Catholie faith,
and that their wages are very low, 1t 1s wonderful that from vyear
to year the circulation among them should be so well maintained
and so often greatly increased. That an incalculable amount of
zood i8 being done cannot for a moment be doubted by those in
possession of the facts.

The Colporteurs continue to report the kindness and generous
hospitality with which they are treated in the Shanties by Roman
Catholics as well as Protestants, and the respectful attention given
the reading of the Scriptures and the worship of God.

The labors of the Colporteurs aggregate 11 months and 12
days. They visited 231 Shanties and Depots, in which were over
8 ()()()nn n ; 684 families were visited. They sold 1057 copies, value,
8.').")7.\() Free distribution, 74 copies, $16.07 ; reduction in price,
$9.25. The shantymen gave subseriptions amounting to $160.41.
\ltnfr( ther these figures (]n( uently express the great and good work
done last winter among t]ns isolated class of men, who receive so
little religious attention.

Colpe
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The issues from our Depository, as the following summary
shows, have been 5,576 vols., in ten languages, value, $2,496.04,
compared with 5,186 vols. in 27 languages, value, $2,316.44 last

year.

Total issues from March 31st, 1897, to March 31st, 1898 :—

English.........c......
French ................ e

L) 0 0 071 TR
Hebrew &vve v vn et it i enenensnnss

Arabic........ e
Swedish, .. oo v viee i, e
LRI . s s s rscnbu s esioeansns bbbes
Polish......... R
ChInesSe. o ve ittt ie it ennnnnnns

Greek ......... . e

The entire issues by the
vols.

SALES.

The total sales at Branches. ......

Auxihary 1n 43

Bibles.
3,162
117
45

) Hs)
0), !;!)2

)

Testaments,
1.955
148

{¢)

O

Portions.

40

2,192

years are

The total sales at Depository............ 2,211 vols....
1,049 vol

The total sales by Colporteurs.......... 1,057 vo

n n

4,317 vols....$2115.73
An increase over last year of 827 vols., value, $356.66.

$964.18
591.00

060.55
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FINANCES.

The bountiful harvest, the advance in prices of produce, the
increased demand for labor and, consequently, the freer circulation
of money, gave hope during the year that receipts would in all
probability be increased ; this hope has been realized as receipts
from all sources of income are in advance of last year. The total
contribution from Branch Societies is the largest in the history of
the Auxihiary.

A bequest of 82,500 was received from the estate of the late
John Bryson, M.P., Fort Coulonge, Que. The value of this legacy
was lessened by $250.00 tax exigible by the Quebee Government.
The Bryson family have been for many years most generous sup-
porters of the Bible Society, and this bequest greatly augments
our contribution this year to the Parent Society.

RECEIPTS.
Balance on hand at last annual meeting, $639.17. Free con-
tributions from Branches, $4,125.3 Collections at lir:m('h meet-

ings, $345.96. Bequest of the late ]n}m Bryson, M. P., $2,250.00.
Collection at annual meeting (1897), $31. 00. ( nntnlmtinns from
Shanties, $1060.41. Geo. Buskin. on :m«mnt. £10.00. Sales at
Branches, $591.00. Sales by Colporteurs, $560,55. Sales at De-
pository, $964.18. Interest, $63.61. City contributions, $93505.20.
Total, $10,676. 39.

EXPENDITURE.

The expenditure has been :—

Free contribution to the Parent Society, (£1000) $4,816.67
The largest annual contribution heretofore was $3,000. Stock,
$2,182.41 ; colportage, $624.84 ; salaries, $1,200; printing and
advertising, $306.40 ; insurance, freight and expressage, $112.05 ;
postage, stationery and collector’s books, $72.48; rent, commis-
sion, &c., $598.83 ; sales returned, twice paid, $11.22; branch
depositories and sundries, $43.91; balance in bank, $707.58
Total, $10,676.39.

CONCLUSION.

A thoughtful review of the past year and past history of the
Bible Society will lead to the conclusion that its work is essential
to the most rapid, intelligent and spiritual extension of the king-
dom of God, and, therefore, it is a work that i8 destined to con-

tinue, unless the church should be allowed to lapse into great
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unfaithfulness and ignorance. It is inspiring to be engaged in an
enterprise that is not only useful and needful, but also has in it
the element of permanence. A book that has everywhere and in
every age commanded the admiration of all men, that 18 prized
above all earthly treasure by the people of God, is not likely to
pass into absolute disuse by any nation receiving it in its own lan-
guage, nor can Inlml])]n( hension and Opp! sition preve nt the tllllnl]h]l
of the Bible. It has a history of many battles and as many vic-
tories. It overcame the wicked and desperate opposition of the
Roman Empire, when its New Testament writers were better known
than they can be again. It survived the gross ignorance and
superstition of the dark ages, the corruption of pre-Reformation
times, the infidelity and misrepresentations of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, and it is most surely outliving the ingenious
assaults of our own day. Man cannot invent a substitute for it,
nor can he rival or ruin it. ‘‘The word of the Lord is perfect,
and endureth forever.”’

Sad 18 it to think of the millions that are without its divine
light, and the multitudes that are indifferent to its holy claims ;
vet sadder 18 1t to think of the foolish ones, who conte nd with it.
Ilu\ sorely bruize themselves, but not the Book of God for we
hehold it still.

““ Lake gsome tall cliff that lifts its revered form,
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the htl)rlll
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spre ad
ltern: 1] sunshine settles on its head.”’
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditure, Ottawa Auxiliary
Bible Society, 1897-98.

To Balance from 1896-97 .. o v i i iii et iee i enn. $639 17
Contributions from Branches. .. ........ .o, 4.125 51
Collections at Branch Meetings. . ........ovvvvn.. 340 96
Bequest of late John Bryson, M. P., Fort Coulonge,

QUEbeC. o v it i e it e e 2.200 00
Collection at Annual Meeting. . .......... .t ol 00
Contributions from Shanties—

er James Lowry.......ccoiveeenenn. $71 56

'or John McConsgton................ 8 90

er 1. A. BCOtt. ..o covcceccccoceronos 4 50

er John M. Davis.................. ( 89

er D, McRorie.....ovvvveevnnnnn.. 3 (0

dor A. McPhee. ....coviieinn... 14 25

160 41
(George Buskin, on account..................... 10 00
Salesat Branches. ..o oo v i it it et it eeenens n91 00
Sales h‘\' ('ul]ml‘lt'lll's-—

er James Lowry...... ..o i, $74 64

or John McCormston.........oo..... 100 04

or A Stewart. ..ot e e i 135 8Y

Per D. McRore......oovvviiinnnn... 0l 08

er I. A. Scott ..o vr it i, 33 60

PerJ. M. Davis ... vv i i, 90 91

Per A. McPhee ... oo iveninnn... 23 H4

or Rev. N. Mclaaren................ 25 00

Per Rev. Jas. Taylor................ 6 93

Per Thomas Stewart . . ......... ..., 1 02

Per H. P. Gatzl ......c00iieeennnnns 9 90

060 HH
Sales at l)(,‘]msii(n‘_\' ............................ 64 18
50 1 63 61
(‘it.\' Collections—
St. Georges Ward No 1—J. Dunnett. .... $18 H0
St. Georges Ward No 2—\W. H. Eagleson. 86 00
By Ward—Ghiddon & Esdale........... 10 00

Ottawa Ward—Anderson & Fairbairn.... 15 75
Victoria Ward, No. 1—Gibson & Bowie... 98 50
S No. 2—Chisholm & Beddoe 24 25

4 No. 3—Manchester & Lamb 30 75
o No. 4—F. P. Bronson.... 84 O

Central Ward, No. la—Campbell & Eagle-
B0 e cesesecese 48 00

Cent

Well

Dall

(zlel
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639 17
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345 96
2.250 00
o1 00
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Central Ward. No. 1b—Hope & McLean. 38 25
o No. 2—(. H. Woodburn. 21 60

e No. 3—S. Stewart ....... 19 00

e No. 4—Henderson & Knox 73 50

s No. H—D. Masson....... H8 10

No. 6—F. Hannum...... 21 00

o No. 7—John Shearer..... 12 00

Wellington Ward, No. 1—I. A. Scott.... 15 85
. No. 2—Young & Eagle-

SO e o o vvnoos 32 ol

e No. 3—
- No. 4—Bvsshe & Pen-
nock........ 21 00
Dalhousie Ward, No. 1—Fowler & Allan. 6 O
a No. 2—Stewart & Bick. 15 00
No. 3—Stewart & Rain-
stead.... .... 16 50

No. 4—John Spence... 24 00

(Glebe Digtrict—Armstrong & Marshall. .. 25 40
Parliament House—\V. C. Bowles. ...... 9 00
Western Block—Halkett & Botterell. . ... 30 20
Eastern Block, No. 1-—MeNicol & Gilmour 17 00
- No. 2—Coffin & Boville. .. 30 00
(xeological Museum—Dr Thorburn. ...... 19 00

Lancevin Block—( ‘u\\‘lv.\' & MeJanet.... 17 H0

$935 20

Total.seoovsocossonnossssannss $10,676 39

EXPENDITURE.

By Contribution to Parent Society..£1000 00........ $4,816 67
S OCK . s v sttt ittt eesnsessssssssasnesasssses 2)132 41
Paid Colporteurs—
JAMES LOWIY.cooveeecocsssscsccncssne $115 49
John MceCoriston. ... vv v i ineneeens 109 80
A, Stewart. . ..o ve i i ieneenoeseenenss 69 21
D). McROIE v o vt it e ittt iinanennns 7o 00
L. A, SCOtt. o it ittt i ittt e nnnennnsos 131 52
J. M. DaviS....eeeeeeeccesscecsossssnoe 50 00
A. MePhee. .o i ii it tieennnnes 42 3
Rev. N. Mclaaren.......ooviiiveeenn. 25 00
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APPENDIX.

\BSTRACT OF THE NINETY-THIRD REPORT OF THE
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

GENERAL AND INTRODUCTORY.

REVIEW 1is necessarily a retrospect ; and the eye explor-
ing the events and the work of the year, is naturally turnad
backward to the point at which its progress began. Inan
ordinary annual survey this retrospective glance need not be car-
ried further. But in one very pleasant and very important re-
spect the year 1806-7 1s an exceptional one. With its close comes

to an end not merely a single twelvemonth, but a period—a secular

term of years—to which the e yes of many great populations are
being directed, and with which the thoughts of : v mighty empire
are being engaged. There 1s being Mll\‘.\ul dllll celcbrated, not
the latest year of the Queen’s genial reign, but the completed term
of sixty years since Her Majesty ascended the throne. Science is
estimating the immense spaces over which her restless feet during
that period have passed : Art is assembling the beautiful ereations
of her genius : Literature, her briliant treasnres : Commerce is
counting her profit in a market which has become as wide as the
world : Political History is marking the sweep of boundaries
which compare so wonderfully with the limits of the earlier realm.
And with examples so suggestive, and with the story of an enter-
prise no less inspiring, as its objects is higher than any of these, it
cannot but be instructive to extend the review be yond the limits of
the Bible Society’s latest year and compare, if only in some of its
outlines, and as the survey proceeds, the position of its affairs
when the Queen’s reign began.

The Report of the Bible Society, which was issued just about
the time when the young Monarch came to the throne, was the
33rd in the series which began in 1805. Already thvbn(lvt.\' had
completed a term of years equal to that of an average generation.
And there is perhaps nothing more \tlllxlll“‘—llntllll]” more justly
remarkable when one examines these earlier records—than the
evident maturity of the Society’s aims, and even, to a certain
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degree, of 1ts accomplishments. It was already, and most evident-
ly, inspired by conceptions much vaster than any which are merely
imln‘l'i:l| 1t was Hll't‘lt‘llillg_f out its benevolent influences to the
limits—and 1t had already touched the limits—of the world. One
1= surprised to find that almost every important country mentioned
In the current Report 1s mentioned algo in the earlier one. Did the
beautiful young Quun In any leisure hour—"‘free from the cares

that cumber state’—in those now distant years, ever glance at the
pages of the Bible Society’s new Report. Did she mliw and
with her prompt Christian sympathies if she had noticed, it could

not be but with pleasure—that the unpretentious book surveyed a
field which included in its operations a kind of Christian empire
far wider than her own. From the little Moravian settlement of
Nain 1in Labrador—whence an Eskimo /Isaiah was being sent for
publication—to Van Dieman’s Land, to which a supply of Serip-
tures for the conviets was despatched : from Brazil to South
America, and from Sierra Leone 1in Africa to China and the Asiatic
Archipelago, to which an Agent had just been appointed : from
fartheast North to South, from East to West, there was no field
for Christian work to which the Society was not looking, and
wonderfully few with which it had not some more or less close
connection. In those days it was an eminently British organis-
ation, for there were some 2,300 auxiliary Societies at home, but
It was fast becoming, and in a way worthy of the name, foreign,
for there were nine agents, and more than 230 Auxiliaries and
Associations, abroad.

But 1f comparable to the later Reports as to mere extent and
outline of operations, that of 1837 is in other respects as strikingly
different. lLike the settler in some new country, it had su.veyed
its possessions, but in many directions it had done little more. It

had touched, and here and there it had occupied, the coast line of

continents : but the vast inland regions—the unexplored hinter-
lands—were yet for many years to remain unpossessed. In these
early record the Colporteur—that patient, indispensable worker—
has hardly done more than made his appearance. The Bible-
woman had not yet found entrance for her gentle ministries to the
still dar \———lm\\ lnlw afterwards were tln'\ to remain dark and
secludec of the Kast. The Society’s editions were
offered for sale to .\'lll)svl‘ilwrs and Auxiliary Societies only. The
cheapest English New Testament cost elevenpence, and, with the
exception of the Psalms, Portions were unknown.

The reports wuich are submitted year by year may often
seem to consist of details and changes of slight significance. The
fluctuations of income and cire u]‘mnn, the gain or loss in workers,
the story of translation and revision, the persistence of hostility,
and the measure of spiritual achievement are familiar and recurrent
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features in the Society’s annals.  But \\'}n n we realise that in the
past sixty years the number of the Society’s versions has inereased
from 135 to 335 and its circulation sevenfold, and that it has
ceased to be a crime in almost every land to love and spread the
Holy Word, we know that a harvest ix come ¢ So is the Kingdom
of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground, and should
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow
up, he knoweth not how.’

And yet the past yvear i1z not without its fruits and flowers of
promise. The Society has thriven amid opposition and calumny
in Roman Catholic and Muhammadan lands, holding in both a
unique position. The Roman now reads more than ever the
record of what the Lord said and the apostles wrote, and the
Muslim often respects the sacred page even when he reviles the
preacher. Both East and West Africa receive the Bible with
avidity. South Africa announces a record for circulations in the
year of the jubilee of its Auxiliary, I)m«}. and English co-operating
In a work dear to both. The China Agency has inereased its work
during the year at least by half, and South America holds out its
hand for help in a forward missionary movement for which it has
wailted long.

I.—FINANCE.

At one time during the year it seemed as if e xpenditure might
exceed receipts, o large had been the falling off in legacies during
the first nine months. In the last month that fear was removed,
and the income proved more than sufficient to meet the cost of
recent developments.

The New Income of 1876-97 was £128,504 9s. 11d., or £2,131
18s. more than that of 1895-96. There has been a welcome
increase of £3,470 Os. 11d. in Free Contributions. A part of this,
however, 1s in lagacies ; the rest is in special donations,

Hu*vipﬂ from Sales amount to £87,654 4s. Hd., as against
£87,590 2s. 1d. last year. They include an increase of nearly
£1,000 on Sales in the Socie ty’s Foreign Agencies,

The sum of the two. or the Gene ml Fund, that is, the total
receipts for the year apart from Special Funds, amounts to £216,-
158 14s. 4d., giving an increase of £2 196 Os. 4d. over the total of
last year.

Payments for Subseriptions;, Depots, and Colportage, show
under each head a considerable increase. Payments from the
General Fund have come to £202.681 13s. 1d., as against Ll‘h.
756 19s. The increase of £5.924 14s. 1d. is a welcome sign of

grvutvr :l(‘ti\'il.\' abroad.

The rvcvipts for Hpvciul Funds have been £834 15s. Trl., and
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the payments £1,011 12s. 1d. The excess of payments has been
met by the balance in hand on this account from last year.

[].—ISSUES.

The following issues have now to be reported : from the
Depot in London, for the year ending March 31st, 1897, 1,780,993 ;
from De Pots abroad, for 189, 7-96, 1,995,140 ; making an aggregate
of 3,776,133 copies in Bibles, Testaments and Portions.  The total
issues of the \'m-ivt\' from 1ts commencement 1 1804 now amounts
to 101,132,802 copies. The decrease of 194,306 copies in the new
issues 18 to be explained by the fact that the returns from all the
Foreign Agencies and Auxiliaries are not complete in time to
allow Hf“lt'il‘t'lnlunlilllmll In the lllmll 1ssued for the year of
work. The present returns contains the figures for the Foreign
Depots for 1895-96, the year |'l'in|‘ to that now described in the
Report.  When the figures for the year just expired are completed
they will confirm the encouraging reports which many of the
Agents have submitted.

II]—TRANSLATION AND REVISION.

The work of translation and revision has been pressed on
incessantly during the year ; but full details cannot be given here.
[t will be found, however, that the mass of editorial work done
surpasses that of any previous year. The Bible for Uganda has
been completed, and is now in the hands of the people. With
this version are associated the names of Mackay, and Ashe, and
Gordon, and Pilkington, and other scholars of Europe and Africa,
whose names will live in the coming days.

The New Testament in Kien-Ning, on the publication of
which the late Rev. R. W. Stewart had set his heart, and with
regard to which he wrote one nf his last letters, has been carried
through the press under the care of Miss B. Newcombe of the
Church of England Zenana \ll--1()11 ary Soclety. Miss Newcombe
has returned to China with this message of peace In permanent
form to avenge the martyrdom of her lmln;,r sisters, and that of
the strong but gentle missionary on whom they all leant.

The Bible in Tukudh is in process of completion, under the
care of the Ven. Archdeacon MecDonald, for 2,000 Indians occupy-
ing 100,000 square miles of a desolate region on the confines of 1l|n
Arctic Circle ; and the Rev. E. J. Peck, of Cumberland Sound,
carrying through the press an edition of the Four (Gospels in a new
form inl the ‘,.\]\lnm scattered over 2,000 miles of frozen coast.

The 1mportant versions of India and China are unde Tgoing
revision at the hands of men of exceptional qualifications, and the
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publication of the New Testament for the degraded Ainu of Japan
18 approaching completion under the care of the Rev. J. Batchelor,
the translator.

In the distant Isles new translations are progressing, and the
Rev. F. Langham, who has spent thirty-seven years in Fiji, is
devoting his closing years, and his mature and ripe scholarsghip, to
the perfecting ot the Fi 171 Bible.

The work expands and deepens in all lands, and we can say
with thankfulness (boasting 18 excluded) that the Committee have
thus far taken up with gl: W alac rity every item of translation and
revision work that has been brought before them with sufficient
evidence and missionary usefulness.

FRANCE.

I)f)[)ll/rlf/‘ml, n 1891, 38,22 ',.’/U”, The returns as to /'(/l"ffi.lul, 1581,
were Roman Catholies, i«.’ff’..’()/.f//-;', b r-m/ [ &8=OH() per cent. lgfl the
total 692,500 Protestants. or 1-8 per cent ! andd ,‘,(f.\';,.'”/(j per-
SOTLS N‘/m '4/('('//.1111’ [0 IINI/.'(' (lu.f/ l/lf'/(l/'ll//'ful 0O ;'I'/I..I[I.HN.\‘ /N/I.'.’.'.
“1('(/'((.(/(’ number ff]' f'f)//m,'/rul'.\' N‘m'/{/'u!/ the whol year, 40 ; total
curculation for the year, 149,441.

“ It 18 not difficult to characterise in a single sentence the year
which 18 just ending,” writes M. Monod, ‘it 1s one during which
the watchword seems, at least in some cireles, to have been
‘““ Down with Protestants !’ We have no longer to do with M.
Mahy’s morbid reveries, discovering everywhere the pernicious
and subtle influence of English ‘“ Methodist”” and of English
Bible Societies ; such follies can do harm only to their author,
and must |a|‘n\'n|\'(' smiles rather than indignation. But now the
attack 1s against French Protestants. Their crime 18 not that they
are not ( :1t|m|1v.-, for religion 18 outside the question, the accusers
being anything but religious men : but great efforts are made to
lead people to believe that it is not possible to be at once a Pro-
testant and a loyal Frenchman. Inotherterms, French Protestants
are publicly charged with an entire lack of patriotism. The accu-
sation 18 at least strange coming as it does from a party that receives
its orders from Rome. But it 18 not the less perfidious and
(l:lng‘vl‘nlls.

‘This anti-Protestant crusade began some vears ago by the
allegation that Protestants occupied in the higher positions in the
State, 1 Government offices and gener: nll\ speaking 1 all the
emplois superieurs, and in our great ]nll lic whnnls, a proportion of
places far in advance of their share, considering their number in
relation to the population. And such is also the fact  But most of
those higher positions are attained by public competition where
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chances are equal for all competitors ; the first places are in con-
sequence won by merit and not by favour.

* At present 1t 18 the question of Madagascar that has stirred
this hornets’ nest ; all the rage of the Jesuit party has been roused.
That on French so1l Roman Catholics should be a small minority
and Protestants many and strong is simply unbearable ; and if in
point of religion 1t 18 1. qpossible to prove the superiority of Roman
Catholicism, then let the Protestants suffer in the public mind by
charging them with not being French. That is the odious calumny
the Thiebauds and others are propagating in their conferences from
village to village, |n'<-;|<-||in;: ‘““ Down with Protestants !’ Now we

-|nll not reply by *‘‘ Down with Roman Catholics !’  but by,
* Make way for the (lu\lu 1, for the good news of salv: llhillllllulv'h
Jesus Christ, to every sinner who re penteth and believeth.”” Such

18 the ery of a few courageous and devoted men such as Pastor
Houter, in the south, and Pastor Delattre in Auvergne. In
theatres, 1In dancing-rooms, in salles, in the mairies, or in school-
rooms, they proclaim to crowds that assemble to hear them that
““Christ Jesus came into the world to save siriners.”” It is the
eternal battle of truth against error, and no doubt is possible for a
Christian as to its final issue ; but until the day of victory we
must accept the fight as a necessity. We have the truth on our
side and in our hands the Word of God ‘‘sharper than any two-
edged sword,”” and it i8 that Word that our colporteurs circulate,
bringing light where the enemy would gladly take advantage of
darkness to accomplish his works of darkness.’

THE FRENCH REFORMATION.

[t 18 & common saying that France will never embrace Pro-
testantism, a form of religion antagonistic to its national genius.
The assertion 18 accepted blindly, when a short examination would
prove its falseness. History and facts together prove that it is not
well founded.  From the very first the French Reformation was
eminently French. The old Parisian Doctor Lefévre d’Etaples,
predecessor of Farel, had found by himself the Evangelical doctrine
at 1ts very source in the Gospel, and he taught it six years before
Luther. 1In 1525 Farel protested against the errors contained in
L.uther’s earlier publications, where he maintained such doctrines
as Purgatory and Invocations of Saints, those doctrines having
been rejected for years by the French Re formers. We find among
the Reformers of the 16th century the greatest French names, the
Bourbons, the Rohans, the Chatillons. Calvin was French, and
Duplessis, Mornay, Conde, Coligny. It 18, however, an exaggera-
tion to say that before the persecutions the half of the kingdom
was Huguenot. From an enrolment made in 1583 by Henri IV.,
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shortly before the publication of the Ediet of Nantes, it appears
that about twelve hundred thousand Protestants were then in the
kingdom, and that number increased by a third after the publica-
tion of the Edict. Whether or not under Louis XIV. there were
twelve hundred thousand or even two millions of Protestants, 1t is
certain that they were reduced to four hundred thousand in 1756.

At the end of the 18th century, after having been decimated
by the persecutions, French Protestants stood first among the true
patriots. It was a Protestant, a pastor, the son of the old pastor of
the Desert., Rabaut St. Etienne, that the Assemblée Nationale chose
for its President. This may suflice to refute the argument that
Protestantism is a foreign importation.

In 1807 Protestants were four hundred and eighty thousand,
:lll(l IIH\\'lll(‘il'lllllllll("l' (](N‘H Nnot t*.\'w'ml 81X |llllltllul .lll(l IIH.\
thousand, which 18 as much as to say that since the end of the
period of the Desert up to our days, the increase of the Protestant
population corresponds exactly to the increase of the population
of the country. We are thus a very small minority amidst thirty-
seven and a half millions of nominal Roman Catholics.

The inl‘l_\'-inln colporteurs employed sold 60,925 copies as
compared with 59,422 last year, while the sales at the depots have
been 66,733 copies In comparison with 59,665 in the previous
vear, the increase In the sales at the head depot at Paris being
:*]n'('i:lll‘\' noticeable.

COLPORTAGE.

Our colporteur Quintin, aged forty-three years, with thirteen
years of gervice, reports constantly about men, specially sailors,
who purchase the Seriptures, because they have heard of them in
some salle of the McAll Mission in another port. Quintin’s sales
are of about 1000 copies, but of course he does not limit himself
to the city ; sales in the rural districts are much easier now than
they were a few vears back, and this is the unmistakable sign of
the decrease of ]»llwll\ influence.,

I then came to Quimper, where I had a real pleasure in
meeting our colporteur Le Goasduff, a converted sailor. I also
enjoyed much the kind hospitality of Mr. Jenkyn Jones, his cor-
respondent. Le Goasduff—his name betrays sufficiently his origin
--18 thirty-five years old and has been in our service four years, 1n
the course of which he has been making evident progress, both in
spirituality and in the practice of ml|mlt e,  His sales reach now
far beyond 1000 copies, and he estimates that he will sell twice as
many with the price of the Breton Gospels reduced to five centimes.
Married five years ago the v have lost their eldest child and have
only a baby boy. With the opén manners of a sailor he succeeds
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in many places where others would fail ; his happy countenance
and energetic wavs are good to see. I trust that with God’s ]IPII)

[.e Goasduff has before him a useful and blessed career.
WHAT IS THE TRUE GOSPEL?

‘I have a Gospel in English,” said a man ; ‘1t 18 a better
translation than the French one, but I have torn the pages that

did not agree with me,’ “What do vou Imeart ? \\'h.\' did 1||1'.\'
not agree with you ?’ ¢ Because they did not agree with our
rrli;itnn. “You had better tear off what you does not agrece

with the Gosgpel.’

A curc told me, *Go to Madagascar : there you will sell your
hooks, but not here, where we all are g}n'tl Catholics. ’rotestants
are not French, they are Jews. They are English, Germans,
Prussians.” ¢ People here are as much in need of the Gospel as in
Madagascar.” * Yes, but not Luther’s and Calvin’s Gospel.” He
turned round and asked for a match to burn the books. ¢ But
they are excellent,” said a woman. ‘I have a Testament ; I read
it, and am very fond of 1t.” The curé went away murmuring,
“Were l the maire | \\1»H|~| NoOt t«chkllv }W»llr |H1'S111v¢']|(11'.:llul
next Sunday I will preach against your books.’

PROTESTANT BOOKS,.

At Vannes a woman refused my books because they are Pro-
testant. ¢ But, mother,” said the girl, * 1 wish to have a copy.’
‘I see no harm 1n that,” said the father, but the mother exclaimed,
‘Look here ! vou have been to confession to-night ; you are to
receive the holy communion to-morrow morning, and you should
not read such books ! That would be to sin with a full purpose
of doing s0.”  *How,” I asked, ‘can the fact of reading the Word
of God beasin?’  “The Word of God, indeed ! and 1t 18 a book
full of horrors against the Virgin, to whom my daughter is con-
seerated.” 1 lmilltwl to Luke 1., 26—306, which the j_'fil‘] read aloud.
*You sce, mother, how you are mistaken. Let the book be Pro-
testant, I want to know its contents ;’ and she bought a copy
with her father’s, but not her mother’s approval.

At Vastes a woman said, * Why should we buy books that the
curcs forbid us to read 77 ¢ But they are not your masters, are
they 27 “In fact they are.  We had bought a Testament that we
liked to read, when the curé, catching hold of the volume, threw
1t into the fire. When my husband came home he was not pleased,
and said that I should by all means buy a Bible from you if ever
you passed again.’

“Is it really the true story of our Lord Jesus Christ ?’ asked
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a farmer’s wife, after a short conversation, and when she believed
my statement that it really was, she was so happy that she did
not know how to express her thankfulness.  * And so you came so
far only to bring me that book 7’ She spoke of the Saviour with
an ardent love, though not yet realising how complete and gra-
tuttous 18 the salvation He brings us. I showed her some passages
on that point, and 1 feel sure that the work of grace begun in her
will be perfected by the Holy Spirit.

Another day an old woman of 83 vears was at first surprised
that such a young man as 1 should speak to her of such things.
“But, sir, 1 love God. It i1s He who sends you ?  Please step in,
that we may talk more mtimately.” 1 did so, and told her about
the oreat .\':l]\';llinll llll' saviour has secured for Us. She 1ll‘:lII|{ 1
my words, and the tears ran down her checks. ‘To think that
He died for me.  What a marvel !’ She bought a Testament in
large print that she can read very easily, and we parted, to meet
again 1n our heavenly home.

This month I sold 250 copies among people favourably dis-
posed. ¢ What a good thing,” they said, *to circulate such books !
[t 18 a deplorable fact that even our children believe nothing.
What will become of us it things continue in that way ? We cannot
allow our children to read bad books.’

[ often hear, * We have lost our faith in our religion, but we
still believe aw bon Dien, and we want to read the Gospel.’

Another month 250 copies were again sold, all to Roman
Catholics.  This constitutes an abundant seed for future harvest
in the Lord’s own appointed time.

CALUMNIES,

* Do not buy those books,” gaid a worker to his friends, *they
are Protestant, and speak badly of our religion.” ¢ Who told you
lll:ll '.) 10O clull'il .\'Hlll‘ (‘Hllfl'.‘-.‘illl'.. ) Y('r-‘. l Il:ltl .\‘lli'll d ]Nnbk . l]l('
curé took i1t from me, and said I was never to read such a one.’
* But, my iriend—for I will be and am your friend—do you not
suspect that your curé has not told you the truth ? I wish your
friends would look at my books,” and I distributed some copies
among them. ‘1 know that book,” said one, after a while, ‘ and
| also know that if we are forbidden to read it it is to keep us
ignorant of what it is our interest to know, and I will buy a copy.’
His example was followed by several others,

BELGIUM AND HOLLAND.

Population 31st Dec., 1895, 6,841,950,  There are some 4,000 Jews,
and perhaps 25,000 Protestants : although Roman Catholicism 1s
professedly the religion of the country, an increasing proportion of
the population are Freethinkers.
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Perhaps the most interesting item of the year, as regards the
areat Roman Catholic countries of the Continent, 18 given in the
report from Belgium. About a vyear since a gentleman from
|‘:Ilf_"|:ll!¢|‘ a visitor to the l';c'l;_:i;lll .\'lv;l. became Interested in the
In'nlbll‘ :lllll In the Sn('i('l_\".s work. He was anxious to |||']'» In the
circulation of the Scriptures, and accepting Mr. Kirkpatrick’s
advice, he set about his work in the colporteur’s wav. Courteous,
accomplished, patient, and, above all, devoted, he had wonderful
SLCCOSS, 'I‘IH' |H'H||]!':-unll |H'j__";|n ln :llllil't'i'i:Ht‘ ||i.-' /,1':|| ;lllfl 1O I'r--‘lu*('t
his grace and gentle persuasiveness. Supply after supply was
sent until the returns showed that he had cireulated, almost
entirely by sale, nearly 11,000 volumes within four months.

GERMANY.

l’,p/ﬂl/fl/,'u!l, ( 1896). -)'_2,2“‘)‘.'—).\".’. /';u‘/ur//'”'(/ ( ]\"“) 31.026.810 Pro-
testants, 17,674,921 Roman Catholies, 145,740 ¢ Other Christians,’
and H0{.884 Jews. ('”//””,/f urs Reitish and Fory ;'.(/,, Bible
NYITHT /'I/ ) (1 ¢ 'Ly ,,,;,”/” I"f.lu' ,/“ year, 2-‘-_177”/[” f'/.{'('lI/{l/; 7 _‘__“’_;_";
(.“I”.( . ’/'”h’/ (‘/.’."”/”/’.”“ 'f" "N //“‘ HI./'/f .\'m'/'( /l‘('.\' ( /./u‘/llr/('n'f/ (‘(//./fouu,\*
lfl. lu'/'r‘uf( /"’/’/"‘“/" I's ) T:;(),:;2~\,

No account could be more graphie or more succinet than Mr.
Morrisson’s of the work under his care in that great State which
ancestrally 18 so closely associated with the Queen and with her
noble Consort. In the report for the first year of her Majesty’s
reign, Dr. Pinkerton, then the Society’s agent at Frankfort, refers
with evident pain to the spread among the educated classes of
scepticism and infidelity.

*When I was in Geneva last spring,” writes Mr. Morrisson,
*I walked across the French frontier to Ferney and saw the beau-
tiful old house in which Voltaire once lived. There was a forsaken
and desolate air about the place, and I could not help thinking
that the neglected aspect of the philosopher’s house corresponded
In many respects to the neglected position of his philosophy. But
the thought which occupied my mind most as 1 walked through
the quiet woods around the house was the prophecy which Voltaire
once uttered about the Bible. In a hundred years, he said, the
Bible would be an unknown book ; it would be found only in the
collections of antiquaries as a witness to the folly of former gener-
ations.  One hundred years have passed, and the Bible is better
known and better loved than ever. The fifty translations of
Voltaire’s time have swelled to over three hundred, and the great
Book which he mocked at has a circulation of six million copies a
year.’

‘When Strauss wrote his ‘‘ Leben Jesu’ he was preceeded
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and followed I».\' a crowd of German writers whose destructive
criticisms of the text of Seripture caused many a heart-ache among

devout Christians all over the world. Laborious scholarship, pene-
trating 1sight, profound science, were all at work in Germany,
and slowly and surely the Sacred Book was being sapped at its
fnlllnlilt'lnllri. Anxious CYES WErce turned towards those remorseless
German students.  The Much-Afraids, even those in the pulpit,
felt that the Book could not resist the tremendous onslaught.’

“But what 1s the result 7 We find that the I'.il le, the cong-
ciehce of the German people, as a well-known writer has called it,
18 deeper 1n the affections of Germany than ever, :mcl that never
before has so great a circulation of the Seriptures been affected
during the past year. 1896 is the record yean Bible circulation
I.ll (re Tiany. \\ ¢ hear about the histori o-critical li"ill'l,“r'-lal',‘ 1)
the Hltmlug‘i(';ll taculties, about the baleful mfluence of the social-
democratic leaders, about infidelity in high places ; but nothing
has yet been able to kill the love for God’s Word in the hearts of
the people who first made it a mighty and a living power in the
world’s development.’

In 1881, fifteen yvears ago, the total circeulation of the Sa'l'ilb-
tures 1 Germany was 461,619 copies, or ten copies for every
thousand of population.  In 1889 it was '»H'I "\'\. or thirteen
('upi('.\i per thousand. In 1896 it rose to 730,328, which 1makes
fourteen copies per thousand. This isan :ul\;mm- of 37,47% copies
on the figures for 1895, and, as I have already stated, the total is
the largest yet attained in Germany.’

SWITZERLAND.

vstimadted IHI/HI,N/J‘HH I ./Hm', ]'\".H‘ 2 USO8, Total cirevlation for
the year /,',/ the British and /"fu'u'f/u Bible Socie ty, 51,50,

“Owing to the energy and spmt of the various Cantonal Bible
Societies the entire work of Bible circulation in Switzerland is now
in their hands, and the only share which the British and Foreign
“illlt' Sn('i(’i.\' II:IH ill lll(* \\'nl‘l{ i:\‘lHSllp]bl.\' H!l('ll .\'m‘il'ﬁt'ri \\'itll
whatever copies of the Scriptures they may prefer to draw
from us.’

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY AND RUSSIAN POLAND.

Exfl.mllf('(] /m[m/rlfl'm! I.H .'IN.\'/I'I.N‘]]”H.(}HI"I/ ( I)N‘. :;], ].\"-’-) ), l I,I |"171
This a'm'/w/(’\' (1890) some 18,648,000  Slars, 10,570,000
(7ermans, 4-; ), 000 Maggars, and 2,801,000  Rowvmanians.
There are u/muf 20,000,000  Roman Catholics, 3,888,000 Pro-
testants, 3,190,000 Greeks and Armenians, 1,872,000 Jews, and
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I‘).;’““() JIHINHNHNH/;/”\'_ l,r!,\/ ll/('(!/' //M‘ l:;/:/(‘ ,\'m'/.l'/.l/ /NI(I (rn

averaage of 48 r'u//Nu'lef'.\' at work, and the total circulation was
H01.209 I'HIH'I S,

MAIN FACTS OF CIRCULATION.

The total issues have reached a far higher fiecure than ever
hetore, numbering 301,209 as ('H||||rll'q-¢| with 158,194 1n the pre-
vious year.t This 1s of course mainly due to the circulation of
112,800 at the Buda Pesth Millennial Exhibition. But it is
peculiarly  satisfactory to note that this extraordinary effort has
not harmiully affected the circulation through the ordinary chan-
nels.  Almost all the depots report augmented sales, some to a
very considerable degree.  If it had not been for the special
hindrances put in the way of colportage in Galicia, to which may
be attributed a falling off in the ecirculation in that province
amounting to nearly four thousand copies, ¢ we should,” says Mr.
Millard, ¢ have had a most satisfactory year.” The sales by the
colporteurs numbered 79,108 or only 1,536 behind the previous
vear. A striking feature of these h"lm 18 that more than halt
”II' \\lu)ll‘ llllllllnl of (Hl)ll\ SOl l consisted of New l(\l aments, A
diminution in the number of complete Bibles sold Mr. Millard
attributes to the great poverty prevailing in some districts, which
hinders the sale of the more highly priced books.

LINGUISTIC.

Striking evidence of the composite character of the Austrian
k'mpire 1s afforded by the table of languages in which the Serip-
tures have been issued within the Austrian Agency during the past
year. Over one hundred copies have been issued in each of no
less than twenty-one tongues, whilst smaller numbers have been
disposed of in several others. This ¢ confusion of tongues’ neces-

sarily introduces an element of complexity into the work which
oTe! ntl\ Increases its difliculty.

The three |nmtnwlmwv< at Vienna, Buda-Pesth, and
Bucharest have been busily at work during the year, and have

These have comprised
134 Bibles, 115,564 New lvst:lmvnth‘, and 249,791 Portions.

COLPORTEUR EXPERIENCE.—APPRECIATION OF THE BIBLE AND THE

BIBLE SOCIETY.

A longing desire to possess the Scriptures is often evinced by

the people.  For this we cannot be sufficiently thankful, but no
less so for the fact that frequently a high esteem is shown for the
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Bible Society’s blessed work ; and the rame is often expressed by
customers coming to our Depot premises.  These kind acknowled-
cements are not only made by Christians, but also by Jewish
friends.  The latter frequently encourage others to buy copies ;
and a Rabbi not only shewed much sympathy for our work, but
urged his Christian servant to purchase a Bible.

One day a Jew prevented another from taking the New
Testament for a peculiar reason. ‘ Don’t buy such a book,’” he
said 3 “f you read 1t Vou will come to a better convietion.” * Just
for that reason I would like to do =0,” was the reply.  “Don’t do
that,” the first retorted.  “1 bought this book many years ago
from that man ; the more 1 read, the more I began to love Christ.
[ had no peace of mind, and at last 1 could not do otherwise than
confess Him in holy baptism ; but never will 1 join those who
]it‘l‘H'rlllv our nation.’ Our labourer had a lullf_{‘ conversation with
both of them. It i1s not diflicult to understand the |'l'n.-1']_\'lq".-‘
feeling 1if the antisemitic movement 18 taken mto account.

[t scems natural to ask : Would it not be better to make a
present of a Testament or Bible to each of these good folks 7 We
gladly do so in cases of great need, and are always willing to listen
to applications for grants where such seem appropriate.  But n
cases like the above we should be depriving many of a great joy,
namely, to obtain the precious Word of God at the cost of much
self-sacrifice.

ITALY.

I',’;\'f/.,“”/,,;/ I;r)/:ulflh'nu (]\‘H) .;”“']}(b‘b: I.HI'INI/J‘H'(/ NSO ‘)_3“““
l'/‘ufr.\-f(!u/.\‘ ('_),T_(")“f!flflll'.\’l ”'N/(/fn(v:) r!u!/ :;.\!J")“ .IHI'-\'. ’/'/u*
l)'/./nrr' ,\'n('l.(/.l/ /HI.\' ]; I)('Imf.\" Hu(/ (’ml;/u.f/fl/ //u‘ N‘/m/(’ 'I/f'f!," ;l
('u/lml‘/r'r!;‘.\'. Total circulation, 168,212,

“ From the foundation of the Italian Agency in 1860 to the

end of 1896 no less than 2,864,975 copies of the Word of God have
been scattered far and wide, over the whole peninsula, and the
large and small Islands adjacent to it. It would be diflicult to
find a district now in the highest Alps or in the interior of Sardinia
that has not been visited by the colporteur, bearing the precious
Word of God.
The sky of the religious world in Italy has also been overcast,
although the diffused light of the widespread eirculation of God’s
Word has waned, and one ray of bright sunshine has broken
through the gloom in the outburst of a remarkable evangilical
movement in Northern Italy.  But of these matters we will allow
Signor Meille to speak in detail.
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APPENDIX,
THE RELIGIOUS OUTLOOK.

r|‘lll'llill;_" to that other and much more active and \\i:-‘(‘l.\'

managed sphere of Italian activity which is presented to us by the

Vatican and its numberless following, 1t cannot be said that the

|""""|”“'i i.“ HHore t'||w¢'l‘ill;_". ’I‘l'll(‘ lllv Vatican has -w'if?ru/ e 1896

L) 17 flflli'/.'fI/;/f f/i'f;f(I,\‘_ l,;u \/// /”/ ,\'('/NHH u[ Huf./;/r(/ u"rl/ /iu /’l'“‘
testant and Oriental churches under his spiritual sceptre, has, as
he might have guessed, were he not living quite outside our present
life and world, completely fallen through.  And his clever stroke
of policy 1n trying to liberate the Italian prisoners in Abyssinia,
by sending a solemn cmbassy to Menelik so as to appear in Italy
more powertul than King Humbert and his ministers, brought to
liilll H|||'\' rnllfllsiull :tl!ll I'illi"lllt‘. ”is :lllll'il:‘-:l‘]“l' ]I;Ill NO Sooner
returned to Rome, proclaiming aloud the impossibility of making

peace with  Abyssinia, than the news arrived that'a simple major

of the Italian army had succeeded where the Pope’s Legate had so
\ij__"ll:lH'\' tailed. These Ill:l_'_:lli“(‘t‘lll iasco of the l’;x!r:le'.\' will not
be deplored by any man who thinks the free Gospel preferable to
outward unity, and views with suspicion the moral influence our
degenerate times have allowed the cleverest I'H]»i- of our century 1o
cain over the world at large ; but they are not sufficient to console
one for the merease of superstition and fanaticism on the one hand,
and of practical infidelity on the other, which are the characteris-
tics of the Italian nation of our day.

STRIKING RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT IN LOMBARDY.

There occured in Lombardy last year, a most interesting and
promising religious movement, which 1 thought worth my while
to go and study on the spot during one of my tours. The origin-
ator of 1t 18 Don Paolo Miraglia, a Sicilian priest, who was called
in May, 1895, to preach the usual sermons in honour of the Virgin
Mary, i the large and aristocratic church of San Savino, in
Piacenza.  Miraglia 1s a fervent admirer of Savonarola, to whom
he has also a physical likeness—tall, thin, spare, with sparkling
eves, and a power of speech and a rapidity of utterance I have
seldom seen equalled.  Leaving aside the usual idolatrous tn)niw
of the mnnth of Mary,” h  began to preach on the necessity of
moral and religious reformation in the Church and in the St: ltv
quoting largely from Savonarola, and more so from the Bib I( His
sermons created a great sensation, and the church of San Savino
was crowded, day after day, with eager listeners belonging to all
classes of society.  But his brother priests began to take alarm, or
to be jalous of his success, and accused him of infidelity to the
Church, He was reprimanded by the Bishop, and the upshot was
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that he left the Church of Rome, although he remains a priest,
and began to say mass and to |m.u h in a large hall, lent to him
by on 'ni his admirers. His may be called : l)1.-.-¢ nting Catholice
Church, and I am assured that he has 1 l’i:l('l'IIZ;l. and 1n the
neighborhood, several thousand followers. I called on him and had
some conversation with him ; and on the same day was present
(unknown to him), at his service, the usual Sunday morning
eleven o’clock mass. I saw, from my place at the back of the
alter, a very sea of faces, an audience closely packed up to the very
alter steps. I heard him expound, with great force, the Gospel
for the day (Matt. x. 34-42), which could not have been more
appreciate to his situation. Although many of his ideas still
savour of Romanism, he spoke with great force and clearness of
the lll'i'e'sr-'il_\' of war :l;_:‘:lill:~1 Crror, supe retition, and vice, as the
carnest exhortation to his hearers to study the Word of God n
their own tongue, and to stand firm in their resolve to bring Italy
back to the pure Gospel.  He, himself, distributed several hundred
copies of Martin’s New Testament amongst his followers, and he
always welcomes any of our men that go to Piacenza in order
to sell the Scriptures there. During the whole winter he has
preached nearly every evening to crowded audience, that fill, not
only the hall, but ‘ll-ll the neighbouring courtyard.

[t will easily be believed that the clergy have done all in their
power to get rid of this obnoxious reformer.  Threats and bribes
have been offered to him in turn, to obtain his leaving the town,
or, at least, casting off the garb and title of a priest. On two
occasions was his life attempted, so that he had to go about with
a body-guard. Notsucceeding in destroying him, his enemies had
recourse to even more nefarious means to encompass his moral
ruin. A lawsuit, resulting from charges brought against him, 1s
not yet finished, and, meanwhile, the Prefect, most hkely with a
view to ensure for Government the clerical votes in last election,
has ordered his oratory to be closed, and all religious services to be
suspended there. In other days, such an audacious violation of
the most elementary liberty of conscience and of worship would
have created an immence sensation all over the country. But I am
sorry to say that, such is the indifference and apathy which reigns
now in Italy in religious questions, that even the opposition papers
have scarcely noticed it.  We are now waiting with anxiety the
1ssue of the trial before the higher tribunal of Parma, before whom
Miragha himself will defend his case, and his enemies will have to
answer the charge of having attempted his life.

In the meantime Don Miraglia does not remain silent.
Besides continuing the publication of his weekly paper, which he
calls by the honoured name of his master, Savonarola, he preaches
wherever he 1s asked so to do, in evangelical churches., Not that
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