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CANADA FOR THE CANADIANS
Mr. President, and Mem" 'in of the Canadian Clrb;

I appreciate very lilgliiy the extraonlinarily Icind worda in which
joa, Sir, have introduced iim tu this gatberini; which contoina ao manj
of my frienda; and th« honour whith you liuvo done me in asking me to
addrttw yon before I leave Canadu. In truth, you do u« of the Univcr
•ity ultoRether too muth honour at theae meetiuKa. Wo cannot appear
without being haled np to the high table, und though many of you moat
have had occasion long ugo to become tirwl of our voices, you aak ua to
apeak out of all proportion more frequently than our numbers would
Justify. But we are not puffnl up. For the truth will out—in
unguarded momenta. Home time ago I wan dining with one of your
moat prominent buniiKfta men, nn<l my very good friend, and Le took
occasion to attack Mr. Arthur Iluirour In cbunicteriatlcally trenchant
manner; bo trenchantly that though I detest Hnlfour's ixjlitics, I felt
bound to Hay something on hia l)ehnlf an a man, upon the basis of a very
slight personal acquaintance. Hut my friend would not have it. ' No."
he said, ' I >.ove no use for him, I?aIfour is a futile person.' And then
came the Illuminating flash. « Now I tell you what! He'd make a very
gowl man of yoi r sort—a professor, ymi know!' A political frieml
who was present thought to improve nmtters by recalling Lorvl Palmer-
ston's remark—was it not?—that I lie Germans were o nation of damned
professors. ^ut here it seemed to me that he chose his ground badly,
and I cotil t help pointing out that we professors have one advantage
in that when we have occasion to allude to the politicians we nr^ soved
the trouble of putting in the qualiflration.

Hut, gentlemen, I was eonscions of the little rift we occasionally
hear of between the academic and the business worlds, when it came to
the choice of a topic in which you c oulil be interested an<, I could have
anything to say. Fortunately there appeared at this moiucnt the very
weighty report of the North American Conferenre on the conservation
of national reKources, and I chose the phras« ' Canada for the Canadians

'

as a title under >v!ii<Ii I could urge upon your attention this most
striking and iiiiporta- * document. Rut last week you had it expounded
to you by Hon. Sidne.v Fisher, who represented us at the Conference, with
far greater anthority than I "ould :>ring to the task. Nevertheless, so
vital is the subject in my j. dgment, I shall venture to re-enforce the
minister's address with one or two illustrations, before saving some
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thiafi of fwrhapt dstper and more gMienl imnort which I wiah to fit

Mdd before I'MTlnffi

Bat flnt let me bni^ Mide in • word or two that oae of the phraie

OuadA for the Canailiaiw In which It la the parrot-cry of a etupld

proTlDciallam. We In th9 Unlrenlty often catch an echo of It In con-

nection with new appointment*. Now I hare had aomethlng to eaj In

the eelection of lereral coUeagnea who ha^re bron^t great dlatlnctlon to

McOIll; and I can tell yon that the only conaideratlon which welgfaa

with the preaent anthoritiea i« thia, to find the beet nu.n come he from

where he may. That Im how wo bronght Profeeeor Callendar from

England and Profeeeor Rutherford from New Zealand. An<i when wo

felt that In Dr. Bamea, a Canadian, « bad the beet poealble man, we

were the more delighted to moke the appointment wlthoat troubling to

look abroad. That ie a policy to be supported at all coats. Canada

needs and must have the best It Is poor patriotism to fob her off with

the second be because of the local accident of birth. It may bo ne-

ceosary to pro^. t manufactures in a young country; but for hearen's

sake, gentlemen, don't put n tariff on brains. You will not even succeed

in establishing a monopoly by it!

No, gentlemen, the sense in which I Intended to use the phrase was

far different. As I read it, it shonid he * All Canada for all Canadians

'

to the exclusion of monopoly in tha interests of individuals or limited

classes. Take this admimbic sentence from the first paragraph of the

Report:

—

" We recognize as natural resources all materials available for the

use of roan as mennR of life nnd welfare, including those on tlie surface

of the earth, like the soil and the waters; those below the surface, like

the minerals ; and those above the surface like the forests." Doesn't it

sound like QenesiH? " We ogree that these resources should be developed,

used, and conser^'od for the future, in the interests of mankind, whose
rights and duties <o piard and control the natural sources of life and
welfcre are inherent, perpetual, and indefeasible.

We afffce that those renourcen vhich are nerrMariea of life »hould

be regarded tu public Htilitics, that their ovnernhip rntaila $pecifio

duties to the public, and that as far f ^nsKiblc effective measures should

be adopted to guard against ni''.io/»<.,.,.

'

Now yon see how I meant to work it. \Miy, pentlemen, this, a« I

Ventured to tell the minister, is llio best kind of sopinlism; and mere
common sense into the bargain. But what a painful contrast is there

between thme admirably expressed ideals and the policy of our present

covemments

!

Take the forests. ' We believe that systems of flre-guardianshin
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patrol ftfford the bcit idmum of dwllng •d'^aftely with Atm.' Oalj •

few WMki ago Prcaident Van Uiw of Madiaon Unlvenity, ao enthoalaatlc

loTcr of oor Canadian wooda, told me that during an expedition in the

North-Weat laat anmmer hla party bad the eatiafactlon of extiuiril«Mng

three Indptent forcat Area due in each caae to neglect of atamping oat

the camp Are by eome party ahead. One day they came np with the

party. It prored to be—two flrcwardena going their ronnda! There

needa to be leaa politlca and more regard for competence and charactar

in theae, u« in all our appolntmenta.

Afain, with regard to water-powera, a vital queatlon, for thfa wonder-

ful abanJiAce of our aupply ahould mak.. tbia country a new and amoke-

leaa Lancaahire, the Commlaaionera lay:— 'No rlghta to the uae of

wate^power8 in atrcama ahould hereafter be granted in perpetuity.

Each grant ahould be r-. Utloncd upon prompt development, continued

beneficial uae, and the pnymcnt of proper compenaation to the public for

the righta enjoyed; and ahould be for a definite period only.'

Yet I waa told a few yean ago that here in Quebec we had givon

away for ever poaaibly the fluent and quite probably the uioNt caHily

available water power in the world—I mean that at the Bhawinigan

Falla,—to a company moatly with foreign capital, for a lump sum of

aizty thouaand doUara! It aeema incredible. I can hardly believe it

now, though 1 once took an opportunity of asking the luie Hon. Mr.

Duffy about it, and he confirmed the fact, justifying the act of the

government on the ground that it was the 0.1 1> way to secure rapid

development. VVhy, gentlemen, if this pow.T had b -en held for the

province, it might have been an endless source of publi >aub; it might

for instance have paid for our education in perpetuity.

Then aa to the coal. At the recent meetii.g of the Mining Society

one of the csgineera present informed orv tbat from 40 to 60

per cent of the total amouat is v/isted tht- ich reckless and haaty

methnda of extraction; whereas vU-. jj-'oper car.: 'ind patience the waste
need not be more than 15 per cent. i. nd when we Ret it out, look how
wastefully we bum it. The engineer of the Lake Ontario once told

me tbat she could make nine knots on twenty-seven tona a day; but that

to get two more knota out of her required sixty-six tona. Three hundred
and fifty tona must bo burned to get the eighteen knots of the Etraria;

for only three knots more the Lucania wants Hre hundred and five tons;
nnd our modem monsters, like the Mauretanin, for their twenty-four
knota must be fed with a daily allowance of upwards of a thousand tona
Yon aee how rapidly the consumption mounts up in proportion to the
-.cault attained, and all to satisfy a few people in a hurry. I know that
many look to science to provide a substitute before the coal meaanrea
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shall be exhausted ; but in my jadgment science gives no hint of a time
when energy in tUs portable form will not be a valuable and even in-
dispensable prerequisite of civilized life, and I think our descendants
will have a real grievance against us for our barbarous prodigality. For
I suppose you will not admit the Irishman's argument, what has posterity
ever done for us that we should do anything for them?

But the greatest of Canada's assets is her unoccupied lands. Why
are you in such a hurry to fill them up, often with the most unsuitable
materials? You cannot be so much in love with our present organiza*
tion of society, with its thin crust of blatant luxury floating on a volcanic
mass of seething misery, that you should wish to see it multiplied with-
out delay over the last remaining spaces of the earth. The report of the
Pittsburg Charities Commission is painful reading. There you have a
district marked by enormous and efficient production of wealth; but it

results in a few great fortunes; and for the many nothing but grinding
poverty, unremitting soul-killing toil, twelve-hour shifts, half the year
therefore by night, with twenty-four hours continuous work once a week
at the change; and, worst of all, pitiful child labour. Is that how you
would see Canada prosperous? I cannot believe it.

What is tae secr-t of our dismal failure to realize the high ideals so
admirably expressed in the report of the Conference? I believe it is to
be found in our over-haste to be rich. That is why we throw away our
water-powers, squander our coal, and give up our timber limits to
speculators with no thought for the future provided they can make
money at once. That is why we pi^y five dollars a head to mythical
steamship companies to fill up our \orth-West with the sweepings of
Europe. I have no quarrel with busiuiss methods. They are good in
their place. But this money-making spirit is encroaching on our higher
activities. It captures our theatres and concert rooms, dictating what
we shall see and hear: it grips our great newspapers and turns them to
Its own purposes, thus poisoning the wells of public opinion at the
source; it even invades our Universities. And when a few great
fortunes have been made and the millions are set to toiling, we are to fix
our eyes on the display of the wealtliy and call the country prosperous
To use a phrase of Dr. Macphail's, we arc to impute the wealth of the
few, like righteousness, to the many poor!

Now I am not setting these disagreeable considerations before you
with a view to urging any counsels of despair. I am an optimist in
these matters. I look for better things. In the course of a visit last
summer to England I thought I saw many hopeful signs of a new spirit,
not only among the younger dons and undergraduates of the universities
but among all classes with whom I associated. What do you say to

I
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this incident? A question lias been asked of tlie Prime Minister in the
British Ilouse of Commons with regird to a forgotten prayer attributed
to Archbishop Cranmer, and in repiy he formally commended it to the
attention of the nation. liCt me read it to you.

" The earth is Thine (O Lord) and all that is containetl therein; not-
withstanding Thou hast given the possession thereof unto the children
of men, to pass ov*t the time of their short pilgrimage in this vale of
misery: We heartily pray Thee to send Thy Uoly Spirit into the hearts
of them that possess the grounds, pastures, and dwelling places of thn
earth, that they, remembering themselves to be Thy tenants, may not
rack and stretch out the rents of their houses and lands, nor yet take
unreasonable fines and incomes after the manner of covetous worldlings,
but so let them out to other, that the inhabitants thereof may both be
able to pay the rents, and also honestly to live, to nourish their families,
and to relieve the poor: give them grace also to consider that they are
but strangers and pilgrims in this world, having here no dwelling place,
but seeking one to come; that they, remembering the short continuance
of their life, may be conteut with that that is sufficient, and not join
house to house, nor couple laud to land, to the impoverishment of other,
but BO behave themselves in I'.-tting out their tenements, lands and pas-
tures, that after this life they may be received into everlasting dwelling
places: through Jesus Christ our Ix)rd."

Is not this significant? It is a prayer for landlords. But the plea
for merciful consideration, for content with a sufficiency, applies to all

classes. It is curious what ditferent standards rule in different sections
of the community. There is an evolution in our ideals, and we may
already see 'n certain professions the first peepings of the tender shoots
of a new morality above the hard crust. The clergy have always by
courtesy been considered to sacrifice themselves and starve their families
on a pittance for love of their work. A doctor would feel himself dis-

honoured if he withheld his services, at all events in emergencies, till

he had exacted the lai^est fee his patient was capable of paying. I
will not venture to trace the first stirrings of the higher conscience among
the lawyers, though tactful research would doubtless reveal something.
And you pay us teachers a high compliment by assuming that it would
dertigate from our dignity if we consented to accept a salary much more
than would cover your cigar bills. It is only in the world of business
that, as one of my young friends pathetically put it, 'you must always
be scalping the other fellows.'

Besides, gentlemen, this game of heaping up millions beyond the
dreams of avarice begins to show signs of being played out. Fifty years
ago there was some glamour about the ambition to make a million. Bat

iiMWli
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now the thing has been carried to an absurdity. We have seen one ma£
make a thousand millions, only to And himself at the end a dyspeptic

old gentleman whose name is become a bye-word over a whole continenl.

Another could find no better way of celebrating his eightieth birthday

than by assembling the young mea of New York and gravely holding up
as their model, that he had not taken a day's holiday in fifty years, and

had had his lunch brought daily to his office under a tin cover, so as not

to have to leave his desk for a moment, or let a dollar slip ! A third, to

whom I am in private duty bound, has placed himself on record in print,

that the man who dies rich, dies disgraced. He works hard to find ideas

for getting rid of his riches, and, among other splendid acts, he has by a
stroke of the pen lifted the burden of anxiety from the shoulders of a
whole underpaid profession. And have we not in our midst another

who, foi- the twenty years that I hav^) known him, has lived as simply as

a man can, and employed not only his wealth, but the great abilities

which enabled him to acquire it, in showering benefits on our University,

our Province, and the whole Dominion?
I do not despair of seeing a further step taken, when it shall come

to be thought not quite the thing to make these great accumulations at

ffM. The genius of our great captains of industry, our iiapoleonic

financiers, must not be wasted. They must go on with the work that is

their pleasure, but there are signs that they may come to be contented
with what Archbishop Cranmer calls a sufficiency, and that after this

they will stop grinding their employes, and devote the surplus as it

comes in to the well-being of their fellow-workers, sharing the profits

with them. Great experiments of this kind have already been tried. I

call to mind Sir Titus Salt, the Cadbury Mr. Lever, Sir Christopher
Fumess, and the Steel Companies. Higher ideals are evolving. Thirty
years ago one of the young leaders of the Fabian Society ''r. Sidney
Webb, 1 think—^poured scorn on the ideal of the middle clu jes, in the
mid-Victorian period, which he described as the ambition to leave to
their children what they are pleased to call a small competence or inde-
pendence; that is to say, the right to be dependent and incompetent. I
thought I saw in the old country last summer signs of a revolt among
the young people from this particular ideal ; an uneasiness at accepting
from society that for which they give no service in return; a yearning
desire among all classes, widespread to an extent that would surprise
you here, for some better system. Who knows, gentlemen, we may even
one of these days give a trial to Christianity itself. Oh, I know that we
have fought each other for centuries about the doctrines. But no one
can say the life has ever been tried except here and there among feeble
groups whom the world regards as amiable lunatics. Our international
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relatioiM are not so much heathen as openly barbaroos. Oar commercial
life is thinly disguised war, stripped of the trappings, the pageantry and
the heroism that lend some illusion of dignity to the real article. Mnch
of our high finance strikes an outsider as a kind of gambling in which
yon take the other fellow's money, by means of inside information and
packing the cards, conduct which would draw down disastrous conse-
quences in the card room of any respectable club.

Understand me, gentlemen, I am not attacking individuals, but the
system on which our modem industrial society is built. Our salvation
at present lies in this, that men and women are for the most part so
much better than any system they have yet devised to r^ulate their lives.

With human nature what it is, I doubt whether, as individuals, we can
do much more than we are doing. I once heard Professor Alfred
Marshall of Cambridge, who is not only a great economist but a warm-
hearted enthusiast, called on to give advice at a time of great distress
daring the dock strikes. He said that since he had taken his degrea
eighteen years before, he had not consciously given half an hour's serious
study to anyihing that would not help him to form a better judgment on
the solution of our social problems; that he began by regarding our
current maxims, such as that yon should buy in the cheapest and sell in
the dearest market, as the devil himself; yet he had been forced back
step by step, till now he did not believe you could substitute for that
antichristian precept any other course of action without running the risk

of doing more harm than good.

How then shall the great change come? Not by any cataclysm.
That is why the most intelligent of the reformers call themselves Fabians.
We must go cautiously, proceed by evolution and steady progress. As
old John Milton said:

—

' These things will be and must be; but how they shall be least hurt-
ful, how least enticing, herein consists the grave and governing wisdom
of a state. To sequester out of the world into Atlantic and Utopian
politics, which never can be drawn into use, will not mend our condition

;

but to ordain wisely, as In this world of evil, in the midst whereof God
hath placed us unavoidably.'

What is needed, and what from all the indications I believe is

coming, is a change of heart, nobler ideals, a new spirit. At present no
man can afford to render a service, to make anything or set others to
make it, however crying the need for it, unless he can see not only a
return but a profit in his action. We cannot be content for ever with
such a motive. Perhaps you think this Socialism, that word of ill-omen.
But, properly speaking, it does not portend any scheme of upheaval. It
means fellowship and brotherly helpfulness. In that sense I am a
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odaliat, and I believe that the good will that is in man will nltimately

find oat a way, and rfubstitute an ideal of aervice for that of penonal

gain.

Meanwhile we can at least see that oar system, sach as it is, shall

be administered honestly. For this we need an awakened public con-

science. You may remember that when Herbert Spencer went on board

the steamer after his lecture tour in the States, the reporters asked him
for one final word to America summing up the result of his observations.

He told them that what was wanted to make America great was
public spirit, a sense of public duty. In England, he said, if a wealthy

bank director on his way to business is overcharged a penny by his

omnibus conductor, he will take the man's number and spend a couple of

days, if necessary, to get the thing put right; and very likely write to the

Times as well. It is a matter of principle. But in America you will

iiot take the trouble. You can make far more money in the time, an;i

so you suffer yourselves to be fleeced and overridden by your public

servants. Et' aal vigilance in small as in great things is the price of

all that is worth having.

It is here that I think a splendid work is being done by your

Canadian Clubs, where week by week you meet to hear questions of

national import discussed from a high plane of national service. I have
been happy at these meetings, for I think I see springing up here a
strong body ot public opinion which will have to be reckoned with in all

that concerns Canada's future. You have a great opportunity in

Canada, the last perhaps in the whole world for building up a new nation

on nobler lines in a country suited to white people. iSee that it is not

wasted.

Your president has spoken in kindly appreciation of our desire to

share to the fullest extent iu the life of the c nntry during the twenty
years we have lived here. When we came to Canada—observe that I

use the plural form—we consciously and deliberately resolved to be

Canadians to the core, and, however we may have fallen short of our
ideals, the same spirit moves us to the end. And now that the time has
come for us to creep into holes and go away home, do not suppose we
shall not remain Canadians at heart. We have formed too many ties

here, and though we live in the Old Country, our hearts' memories will

often turn back to our life in Canada, and as we watch her great future

developing, we shall remember with pride that we had a share in her
pioneer days.

Let me speak once more to you as a Canadian. We love Canada on
many grounds; for her outward beauty, first, for her great spaces and
dazzling skies and her free air; for the royal purple of her autumn woods,
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for the enaiuc of her unowa, and the scattered diamonds of her winter
nights; for the thousand leagnes of her shining rivers, and her tens of
thousands of happy homes amid the waving com; for the strong cords
rf love she binds about our heart" to draw us back to her when we leave
her fhores, and for the wide armu of welcome she 5ings out to greet vm
when we return; for the work she has given us to .Jo, and for the future
she holds out to our children; for the many good friends we have made
here—and for some we shall see no more. You and I, gentlemen, shall
love her and serve her, and as her festival days come round, we will drink
to her prosperity, with mauy a backward memory and many a forward-
glancing thought into her great future that is to be; wishing to those of
her sons and daughters who serve bor truly, whether in war abroad, or
in the higher offices of peace at home, due meed of honour; and for *ho8e
who fail hei- in her need, who blench in her hour of danger, or per-ert
their public trust to their private i?ain, or in anything come chort of thef-
full duty to her, let us pray that their eyes may be opened, that thcrmay have grace t- see their error and to amend their wavs, so that they
too may not I- ashamed among her sons when she enter^ into her klne-
dom. *'




