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WILLIAM COUPER, Editor.

TO CORRESLPONDENTS.

We want o eontinnance of original commun-
ieations relative to Canadian Naturnl History,
and results from the nse of the Rod and Gua,
which are always welcome 3 but it is necess-
ary that manuseripts shonld be in our
possession hefore The beginning of each month.

COOPER’S HAWK.
(decipiter  Conperi)

An adolt femade of the above was sent. to us
hy Mr. Woodward, U8, Viee-Conzul at Coali-
eock, P.Q. On dizeeetion, a full developed
oft-egryr was found in the ovarinm. It appenrs
that the bird was cangh( by a man who bronght
it to him in a rmall wire ecage.  From these
facts we may safely recond this hawk as
nesting in April in the Provinee of Quebiee.

BROAD-WINGED HAWRK.
Buteo Pennsyleanions

Mr. Woorldward, of Coaficouk, sent us a
fomale of this species Intely; it, also, indi-
cated that it Iaid its cgws in April, and
doubtless nests in the Provinee of Quelee.
The egg of this Hawk ix soll {o collectors,
from §1.00 {0 $1.25,

A YOUNG WEASEL,

On the 18ih instant, n small Wensel was
bronght to me, which was canght while
being carried in the mouth of the parent, as a
eat is secn to carry its kitten. This fact is
~new to me, but it way, however, have leen
©noticed by others. The body of this yonng
one is only four inches in length; il, two
inches, ad the fur is mueh finer than in the
adult, The dress is in accordance with the
adult in summer~C,

MONTREATL, MAY, 1883.

Vor. 111,

HOW TO LLOOK FOR COCOONS OF OUR
LARGE MOTHS,

There are some beautiful lurge silk spinning
moths fonnd in Canada, the eaterpillurs of
which feed on varions forest and cultivated
trees. By obtaining cocoons of these moths,
the perfect insects will be procured if the
chrysalides are living. Abont the end of April
T collected ten fresh cocoons of probably three

species within o space of four acres on Monnt
Royal. The most common coeoon is vhlong,
generally spun within o leaf, and they are
found atinched to twigr abont a foot or two
above the grownd. 'I‘T)cy are covered with
snow in winter, hut by careful renrch they may
be easily scen in April or the early purt of
May. | have foand several cocoons of this
species destroyen by mice this winter. I is
called the Polyphemus moth (Telea polyphe-
mus),  The most productive localities to find
these cocoons are in genttered  nnderbrnsh
partinlly shaded by lerge trees,  Another
oblong cocoon, that of the most beautifnl of
onr Jarge wmoths (Aetins lnn), is generally
found in the spring on the ground wnder
butternut trees.  The caterpillar of this moth
fails to wmake o {irm attachment to the tree,
therefore the cocoons drop to the gronnd with
tha fall of the leaf. Althongh butternut. trees
are abmudant on the Tsland of Montreal, the
{una math is uncommon.  I'he next eocoon is
u large one, generally found on trees at varions
distnnces from the gronnd. It produces the
lnrgest of our wocturnal moths (/'fulysumin
cervopin. There is also anotheralimost similar
cocoon rarely found in the vicinity of’ Montrenl,
whieh prodnees an allied forin called ( Plely-
samine. Colwmbine),  These species ave all worth
looking after, ae they are magnificent insecls
and the blending ot their colours would charm
the eye of any artist or lover ol nature.  The
last rare one ocenrring near Montreal is the
Prometheus moth  (Cillosamia - promelhen,)
whose cuterpillar reems 1o be a rowd nrchiteet,
as the cocoon is firmly attached hy a strong
sitken Land to the (wigs of trees, from which
they are pendunt.  When they are discovered
it will be necessary to climb the tree to pro-
cure them.~C.
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ENTOMOLOGICAL,

Sik.—1In justice to yourseltl Tdesive tomak
in vour eolumns a briet statement regandin,
the beetle which 1 mentioned ander the name
of Hylabins stipisIne, in a paper on s
# Coleoptern injurions to pine” which was
published in Transactions Noo 2 of the Ottawa
Field Naturalist=* Clube  On page s ot 7he
Caanding Sprclsinan aad  Nodwea yenl
stated that:— We have no knowledge ot this
insect. and never met it annder the name of
stupidus iy Canadian ecolleetions™ My defenee
(page 101) was to the efleet that the nume was
wiver in the lists ol the Entomologieal Society
of Ontavio, and that there was i specimen <o

labelled in the collections o the Jate Mo,
Rilling=. 1 have vecently Leen alile 1o have

many of my beetles detertmimed and in regand
to the =pecies in guestion i intormed by Mr.
4. B Smith that it is only o variery of 11 peli s,
beinge, = the form zoing in Canmda ander the
name of H. stapidns” He adds i he has
been able o ke np a tull series from one
lorm to ihe other, and 1 shall aadeavor this
season o make up a similar series, it the
intermediate forms= are o be obtained here.

A conple of wards huve apparently been
dropped trom my paper on © Canses of rarity
in =ome =peeies of in<eets™ o yone st nwnber,

On page in line 21 ol seeoml eolnmm
Smatn” shonld be inserted betie =5 pow ™ il
in the last line of the same colin = been ™

should be inserted atter = alvendy,™

. W. L Hariiserox,
Ottawa, 25th April, 1883,

Nore—The insertion ot . stupidus in the
Canadian list o Coleoptera, may have arisen
trom correspondence betweer: the Entamologi
el Society of Untario and the late Mr. Billings,
who probably supplied the nme. 7L perdis
varies in eizez | remarled it in Toronto veurs
ago, bt as Tonticed similar deviations among
other genera of Coleoptera, it did not ocenr (o
me to prepare a sevivs of the vivinble spegies.
1. pinicola, Conper, iz one most northern form
ol Hylohine and may not be found sonth of the
Intitnde of Quebwe.  The wonl = nim™ appuares
in your enpy, bt ¢ heen™ does not, We will
be more caretul in future, =€,

TIHE SAMSON FOX.
Momtrenl, Aprid 16th, 185
Bree—1 wonlil feel grently obliged it yon
could give any infortmation  respecting the

Ramson T Fox. Why so eallal 2 What

THE CANADIAN SPORTSMAN AND NATURALTST.

Cillls

: it peculine digerence trom other
|‘n.\

How long has the name been known ?
Yours truly.
Horaee T, Mawvniy,
Martin & Co., Turriers or
thiz ity have fately purchased a0 nmnber

vs?

Nore—~—Mess

of skins of adult foxes, known in the town-
ships as the * Samson Fox.™  This peenliar
vaviety ix minns the long elossv hair ot the
common fis, bt it is abundantly coveral with
soft hairs having o peentine singy appearanee,
which i= geneenlly sven in vonng foxes. It s
sitid o ovenr in one loeality, where it is ealled
by the above name s Iat we are nof peepared
to say that it i= a2 deseendant of one of the
three humdred  toxes in the xv.
chapter of Jwdges, which Sams=on canght
ouk firebrands aud taened tadl to il and
put ativebrand in the midst between the mils,
And when he had set the brands on fire, he let
them wo into e stamling corn of the Phili=-
tinescand Taent wp both the shoeks and the
standing corn. e,

mentioned
and

Perhaps some of anr
correspondents may throw some light on the
Fox™ We awire that the
cotmen Rod Fox has permanent vavieties in
North Amerien s the silver-grey and dark-grey
animals are  wmerely fur cha the
The resnll is said to oeenr
throngh segeregation, for mstance, the Island

ORmson are

= ol

COMMON Species,

of Anticosti, where the silver variety is more
alnndant than in auy other loeality in the
North where the common fox is found. Al
onr wild Amerivan quideaped= are, however,
subject 1o varintion in ey we have grev
and black varieties in the Ground Hog or
Waondehnek, and. in the  neighbourhoml ol
Quebee, mnskeats are sometimes fonned per-
feetly white; bt they are not albines, the
eves are hazel like the ordinary rat.  Oc-
ional white  specimens of  the eammon
Virginian deer are hot in Canada, and, during
some seasons pichabl vavieties of the Black
Siuiree] lave been caught in Ontavio,  Re-
garding the Black il Grey Syuirrels, Can-
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adians are fregnently i

they are actually the =ame animal 5 the fur
merely forms the variely, as is seen i the
Gronmd  Tloeg, Muskeat  and
auadrnpeds—C.

other  native

THE CANADA LYNX.
St~ notice in your nmmber
I8s2, that a =ubserilior corr
of D, Garnier,
Crpendensis)) * has never been seen sonth ol
the Ottaws River™ in Ontar Why Siv, the
Canadae Lvnx. notwithstun the l'lllllll"
away of wneh ol one nalive lun-~|~, i il
quite common even within five and ten miles
ot the city of Quawa, Not more than four
veurs o, two ol these animals were Killeld
within two miles of the
city,  Wherever there e large torests in
Ountariioe, the Canada |, VUX iy atill bee frannd,
and will, denbtle=s continne 10 abound in
old hannts il the torests shall have dis
appenred.

tor Jane,
cts the nssertion

Yours truly,

Wa. P Ly

Ottewa, April 27th, Is<i,

NEW

LOUN,

BRUNSWICK NOTES,
(alypbus Tocguaing.)

Tn my eatalogue of the birds of New Bruns-,

ted, ¥ T'wo rees ol Loon sprene
New DBrunswick sl hree

wick it i stater
the snmmer in
here.
wel markings, It vne_ix smaller that the’

nllwr, betne some =ix inches less in length, I

The larzer Dirnl is common on the lakes and |
vivers in all seetions of the Provinee, sehlom
secking the salt water until (lie rivers freez
over, while the smaller 13 rarely tound away ;
from the sea-=hore, and,

abundant on the Galr of St Lawrenee.”

A correspondent has askad me 1o sewl we
furthed aceount of these binls o the Cmadion
Spartsmun and_Nalwralist, but I have as vet!
discoveral nothing aulullllunul cuneerning them
though observations mude since lhc above

irnorancee, cliniming '
that they cunstitute two distinet =pweies, while

S steeams,

that the Canselac Ly nx, (Lyne -
0 i d

western limits ol the |
“of these
Cthroated or Arvetie Diver, bt sueh is not the

*bivds nre cusily i

Sl

examples,

They have plumage of similar colors:

though unly, » peen |
vsenssionally in the JJ-l\' of I uml\. is qmu--

TURALLST.

M

and Winter Binlds of Florida,” (I871) sives a
fong list of varving mensurements, t, 1
believe it el not heen previously notel tht
the smaller birds disply o preterence for the
calt water while the larger wace s usaally
fonmnd during the breeding sen=on on llw lnkes
I liwve vot =cen a0 nest of the
=t water or Sea Loon but thie tisherimen on
the Bay of Chalenr, who are Guniliar with the
appearimes of the two ses, aml lily dlis-
tinguish theus, told me that the Sea Loons
build in the waeshy spot= along the const,
These  tishermen have
remembering the smaller binds as they de-
stray numbers of dish after they have leen
canght in nets or weirs, though the Loons are
themselves  =ometimes gt m the nels
while thus posching; T remember on one os-

ol peason for

caion =eeine =ix bronght on shore tn one
Ioat. A correspondent imguives i the snaller

Iwo TS e the blaek-

miy

s¢.  In inmatare |n|umn-vv the two sprvies
war considerable resemblanee bat the mature
nizhed by the diflerence
L

in coloration and in

The Bluek-athroated Aretie Diver was well
Aveticns for they have been seldom
seen =onth of Thulson™ Bav, though o few
in lnnnature plimagee uul\, have
e taken along the Atlantic Const adjacent
10 the month of the Bay of Fandy,

. Moxraare CoaMperLAIY,
St Johu, N, I3
THIE WILD Ol PASSENGER PLGEON.
Litupiistes mi:/ruluriux.'

Dea. Sike—Wounhl yon allow mie, throngh

fthe meditin ol your cnllu|m~, t .1~l\ \\Iu-(hur

it is e tnet that this bind which until 1850, in
the =pring, wus seen in swarms all ronnd
Quebee, lighting o(,mmunnll\' on the glacis—
Swas also abundant in the wouls of Chatean-
guay. vol ke trom Movstreal, | wax tolil by a
edible porson that as lute as 1851, there was
a pigeon roust, at a place ealled the Four
Coruers, in the mountains back of Chatenu-
suny, where their numbers and flight uite

was first written have coutirmed the opinion { realised the deseription Audilon hits left s

then advaneod.

It has long been well known that Luons
vary very (.nnnulvmblv n size.
report of 1859 the lengtis is given as thirty to
thirty-gix inches,

fof the wild pigeon rousts of Kentueky.

We

arcely see one in a vear ronmd Quebee at

In Bainds | present,

4. M. LeMoise.

and Allen in * Mammals Quebee, April, Tsss,
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THE ACADIAN SCIENTIST,

We have received No. 1 of this magazine,
whicl is issued in a new and handsome dress,
T'he matter is both interesting und instroetive,
aml we have no doubt the improved appear-
ance o the serial will conduee to
sticeess,

THE LOGGER-HEAD SIHIRIKE,
Lanius tedovivienns, Linn,

On the rising grownd, iv the ficlds behind
the village of Lachine, many larze thoro trees
have heen growing for vears past, and the
Loggerhead Shrikes have, doubtless, fur a long
time made the place o resort for the prose-
cution of their peenliar habits, ax also, to rear
their youug. They generally arrive in the
above loeality carly in April, as the fonndation
of the nest i= laid about the 18th, and the first
eyy is probably deposited on or about the 2th
of the latter month. A nest of this species,
containing three eggs, was found in a thorn
tree at Lachine, on the 30th of April. The
parents  of this nest were shot  in its
vicinity, before the nest was diszcoverel, but
proof of this was the finding of a fully formed
ey on dissecting the female. The nest is
bulky and warmly constructed, with little
pretension 1o architectural beguty, as it is
mainly formed exteriorly of whithered twigs
of thorn, stalks of weeds intermixed with
horse hair, colton rags, cord, thread and wool.
The interior, or nest proper, is extremely neat
and comfortalle, being evidently formed for
warmth. It has a diameter of three inches,
with a depth of two and a half inches, while
the wall is o litlle over one inch thick, thus
forming a much larger nest than that of the
Redbreasted Thrush or Robin. The interior
ig lined with wool, hiorse huir, and a yuantity
uffeathers from dowmestic fowl. There is but
slight diflerence in the nuptial plumage of the
sexes. I notice thut the female has but one
central feather in the tail, while the male has
two; the tail fenthers on each side of the
Intter are pointed, with white at the apes.
The white band on the wing of the wmale is

il=

wider than that of the female, and his wing
coverts are generally whiter. The throar and
under parts are divty white in botly sexes,
showing no indieation of the durk, wavy lines
so conspicnons in their yonng. 1w aston-
ished that this bind shonld be ken tor the
Great Northern Shrike, which is faroer and
has a more prominently wuthed beak,  The
Loggerhewl is wealer in form, besides, the
marking of the two species are so distinet,
thit the merest tyro who stwlies onr birds
should not mistnke them.  hi connection with
the nbove, I have =elected Dy, Elliot Cones®
charming and acearate discription
SO Shrikes ina Staleof” Naliee,” *

¢ We will here take up the Loggerhead wnl
the Northern Buteher-bind together—Ilor they
are as one in all esentinl - partienlars—re-
servime fur alter consideration the few points
that mark their respeetive histories.  Luoking
at the bold, detiant aspeet of the Shrike,
however inndequately purtrayed in the aceom-
panying sketeh, we cannot fuil 10 recugnize a
bird of extraondinary spirit,—the stout, hooked
benk, combining claw and woth in one wuar-
derous instrument, is surely the weapon o' a
Hawk, ur other rapacious hind! In ane sense
we certainly have here a bivd of prey ; vet, il
the portrait were finished at (ull length, we
shonld find the feet as week and haradess as
thuse ot a Thrush ur Spurrow, instead of being
furnished with the talons which confer such a
raptorial prowess upun the Faleon, the Fagle,
and the Owl. If, turthermore, we shoukd
examine the anstomy of the Shrikes, it woull
be merely w discover that the entire strueture
of the internal organs is modelal alter 2
sirictly  Passerine type.  Though the bone
and mnscle indicate unu=nal strength  and
vigor, the heak iself i the seal of the Shrike
order—a mark as plain and unmistakable as
that which stamps the wibes of Ismel, where-
ever dispersed over the carth—the symiwl ot
a spirit as boll and reckless as ever dwelt in
the breast of any one of the Hawks callal
“ noble ™ in the olden time, when faleoury Le-
guiled the lvisure hours of kings and royal
nistresses.  Matching the bruvest of the brave
amony birds of prey in deeils ol during, nnd
no Jess relemtless than recklees, the Shrike
compels that sort ol deference, not unmixed

* Birds of the Colorado Valley, purt 1st, 1878,
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with fndiguation, we are neenstomed to nccnr«l! w ment of other kinds,  Netwithstamding
1o creatures of xecming insignificanee, whose ' the protection that a cage altords, Canuries
exploits demand mneh strength, great =pirit, ' are not seldow killed by the Shrike unless
aml inatinte fove of earnnge. We ennnot be - speadily velioved from his attack. Sometimes
inditlerent to the marander who takes his own * they arve so terror-stricken that they tall taint-
wherever he finds it—u feadal biran who holds inato the Buttom of the egee 5 bat they oftener
i own with undisputed sway—un ogie whose  fhuter und dash heniselves ngainst the wirves,
victims are so many more than he ean cat, Gl seized by the bind ol prey, whe sealps
that he actaally keeps o private graveyard tor . themy breaks in their skall, or takes their
the baluee, Lest such a pictore muy scem heads ol I'he stnll birds that the Shrike
exagzerated, let me make good my statements. destroys in o state of utare are cither cap-
Thie Shrikes fowd consists ot sneh binds, quad-; trad “at o single dash, or canght in open
rapeds, and veptiles as e can capture and ehase, and killal with o blow of the beak,
overpower, together with inseets, chidlly o They are then devourad apon the spot, or
the lnrger kimls, aml especially siasshoppers, fenrried 10 the < cemetery ” wd stugk upon o
These lie pursues, attucks, and destruys quite ' thorn, as 1 shall presently deseribe with more
as a Hawk does; and be has the very enrions - partienfaity, s if conscions of his prowess,
habit of impnling their badies upon thors, | the Shrike shows little fear in the presence of
Numberless  illustrations of' the =piric the! man.  Under =ome civemastances, indewl, |
Shrike isplays might e given.  Thongh : have fonnd o Shrike so wild that my en-
sinaller in stature thim the least ol our Hawks, tdenvors to obtain o shot were unavailing, bt
he habitaally destrovs bivds sl other animls | the very oppusite is oftenest the ease. You
us urge as those upon which some Hawks ! may enter the thicket the Shrike has ¢hosen
subsist, and qnite us capable of  resisting his huntingground, and the bind will reganrd
attuck.  Approprinting to himselt suflicient  yon with comtempt, veturning your regand
territory, where no other bird may safely in- |, with a gze ns steady wnd anflinghing as il he
teude, fie Uesomes the teevor of the neiglibor- j were the better man of the two and kuew it
hood ; aukd  woe o the unlueky Finch or’ At such o time, you will have a good oppor-
Warbler that ventures 1o trespass, on these tunity to observe the easy nonchalunt nir with
hunting-wrronnds!  Like a veritable sentinel ; which he asserts himselt. For all that the
oi guard, the Shrike =tands jn wait upon his | Shrike is such o gallant marauder, it must
chosen pust, ready to pounce with unerring { not be jufereed that he is always on the war-
aim upon the first little bird that may dare to | path, intent on prodigies of valor.  The
rustle in the newrest bush,  His im|wluu.~:il_\'iduugllliusl, knights lay axide their armor ut
amd temerity are well displayad in the uu-I times, wd the Shrike 2 fond of his ease in
slunght he sometimes makes upon enge-birds | the intervals of his pivaticnl enterprises. At
lianging at onr windows; aml he has even sueh times, you may observe him lounging
heen known to enter an apartment, holting " about. with his hands in his pockets, 20 to
throngh the open sash with peifeet reekless- | speak, wid nothing on his mind, when, ns
ness.  Dr. Brewer narrates the case ota Shrike b yon approneh, he will tuen his head toward
who dashed at a Canary withont perceiving : yon with langaid curiosity, just for a moment,
that the window was closed.  He stenek the i then dismiss you from further consider-
glass with all the momentun of his impetnous | ation.  Sometimes you will see him ready tor
Hight, and lell 1o the ground, stunned by the | business, sewnning the neighborhood closely
foree of the blow.*  He revived, however, und | from  lis wateh-tower on the topmost twig of
was kept in continement lor some time, during | some bush or Bapling, where he studs stitlly,
which he continued sullen and fearless, and ; bolt upright, like o soldier on dress parade,
greedily devoured small birds which were ) rendy 1o move at a moment’s warning. e
ollered him tor lood, though refusing to eat | makes o ruher i.,.l,‘,,il.,g picture Iiusbtl lhlun n;

" - ) L his uniform of French gray with black an
within iy ‘,“,,",',','('It,:‘,'r "i"'“|f,,J::f'L.",’;,,"Z,,:"",ff:'::;.,i: | white tacings, which fits him ¢ like a dream ™:
twlgn:d o lange ln} of -\l'ilrrm\'n_m_nl 'nllwr 8 !lnl& l':l’l?::‘ ll}c next uwmm—\\'lu‘shl he is gune, wnd the
::::'::»;' [nt::{"::t‘g:ell:n:::«ul?:)mLmlt::u::',‘l:ltllyl::os{‘ ,::('l::ry “one 'nl'!. piteons cry ol the Spurrow in ._\'UIIL!L‘I' lf“Sh
them dushed agninst the window iu the course of o few | tefls the rest of the stury. A gmnl deal of the
moments, and sueerssively fell stunned and shivering to Shrike's busincss, howc\'cr, in neither brillinnt

. ¢ to resover, othe Iy hurt ! ;
e aopthe to Tesove, others, morv serlously hurt, | o0 yomuntic.  The green sward below his

2\ similar b
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pereh harbors a0 xrent wany tiekbmice of JJit-
terent kinds, according o the fay of e Tl
amd he has nothing woda batdropeuietdy dowy
upen these lintle nnovents. At certain sesons
of the year. mvereover, te tields sware with
wrasshoppers, of whicl the Sheihe s very
ol = e i also o spider feso eitber
pillarse and, in e almoss anv inseer, o
duly and Augenst, 1 ohiave tregrently soen
Shrikes skipping abom in obl wesdy tiehl-,
apparently atasing themselves s by 1 ogen-
erally found, on witehing then elosely thas
they were innting e the “happers, sane of
which thev devemeed then and dliere, afier
beating o1l their b bined lezs. while others
wete i T s e near wd aluly
tnpaded. The raidivioa tihat the Shirike de-
vs eawetly whn vietis ol ] which
is preserved in tee mane = Nine Killer.™ =il
somelinnes heard, is very aneients and 1 oado
nt Know to whint sanzee i may be tpaceed T
Itis o staple awovth, which has been coareem
tor cctettivies i telh-lore, amd may Lo fonml
velated with gravity i soe o Hhe obler
tresttises, | shebd very mouebs like 1o learn -
=ouree and the circnmstances tder whiceh it
wits tirst stunpoed withoanthorite, The Shrike's
most notable teadz, = the haldt of keeping
Ltchers=hugy, where the hodies ot the sl

sliys

are exposel,—has alse been remarked dor,
many hnndreed years, and varions fngenions
< have been proposed o explm wlat

theor
has been considered a wholly  exe
amd anvmadons babit. When mlly cons
however. | think it will Te fmnd less =iy
than it fiest appears to he. The Shrike i
veritwble = dautehier bind,™ in as five as th
titde may be given to o bind who Kills what be
does ot eat, ad lis operations in this line
have been  made the  subject of  repeated
obscrvations, o thit we are in possession of
all the faet= i the case. The Dirds, mice and
insects are sometimes impaled alive, nd len
to perish mdserably s somcties heir dead
Lilies arve similarly stnck upon the sharp
twigs,  The shanbles of 1the pitiless huteher
may be found in s thumy tree or Iz,
which i the conrse of tiue presents a eari
spectache; witle the namerons eretures stick-
ing here amld there, Quite 2 wmnsenm of
anatony ix sometimes thus rowght jogether
in one place, but as.the Shrike is not portie-
ular abomt making ncdlleetion of curiosities,
we may recognize his work in single spi-
mens seattere] anywhere  albout  diehls al
shrubbery,  Some bave suemised that the

tivna|
lerald,
Inr

H
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bodies are stuck up in this conspicaons way
w<deeovs, ooallure ather victims within rench,
This o+ bait theory ™ in its flness is set forth
in the artivle noted below.* which may e
tken as s tvpival illestention o this way off
thinkiinz,  Mr. Heckewelder represents that
wlereas the Shnke lives entively apon miee
and siaall hivds (which s net the ease), amd
whieras the grasshoppers are all stack up in
narnenl attinndes s a0 they were alive (thongh
they are not =0 tixedine fien), theretore this
i< dune to sbecoy bivds that feed upon erass-
lopgrers ¢ tor il this beowot sog awl 1l the
mseets e staral np e foanre ase, how ooy
wonbl ane or even tno grasshoppers fast a
Shrike?  Bue it the ntention e o seduee
linde fued. then that nmuber or lalt asmany,
vr fewer =l would be gl Tait all winter.
Awdsotwth, Wilsono with his wsual wood
senses s disposd or dhis theory, s ety
tancitnl” as Lo ealls it doe a0 rdhar sudivieal
well s gaaetieal wav,  He notes tha
srasshoppers themsedvies ave the favorite fuol
ol the Shrikecud that they wonld make the
very patest lait Tor eur siall winter binds,
which are mostly weanivorons; that there i
ne nevessity | steateetn of such reliniment
amd ernelty, as the Sheike is abundantly able
to capture all the hirds he wants in open chase
andd dinallyL that the Crows aml Jays may la
supposed with eqaal prolability w be laving
batts for mice and v squirrels, when they
s hoard ap theivcorn. The Lait thesry may L
sately disenrded. Awother idea i2, that the
s Shrike avils himselr of a thorn to seanre his
prey whilst he is devouring it, just as a Hawk
cor Owl would use his claws for the same pu-
pose s amd et this has become such a habit
that the Shrike fnay =pit, aml then leave
nutouched, the eareases be does ut wish 10
devonre, Undonbtedly, the bivd's foct and elaws
are wenk i comiparison with his stont heak,
larze hewdy and posgerinl mnscles of the neck
and brenst; but o one can doubt the binds
ability to hol 1 his prewscearely while he (ears
it pieees, Any one who has hal a Shrike
scrateh him <honld be satistial of this, There
i= another notion, that the Shrike impales his
victims in the exeess of his ernolty, from
sheer love ot fuflicting pain.  But this ar
ues o morad obliquity which we can nseribe

i

¥ Heckewrnoen, b N letter from Mr, Lol

Heckewelder, ta iz, Barton, giving some sceonnd of the

semurkoble inainet of a bird calivd the Nine-Killer
i LLamins borealis), (Traws. Amer. Lhitos. Soe. iv, 179,
L pp- L4, 32T
f
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to no bind,—it indeed any worl quality what-!erek, in which the bind had inserted alont &
ever ean heliseoverad in their actions, Tt is " hodred live grasshoppers, aml wedged them
true that 2 cat ortares 4 monse, and seems to . in <o finsly that they conld ngt. esuape. Some
delight in inflicting puin, 1 cannot bt be - femers showaed him other posts which had
lieve, however, that the cat ig unconseions of " heen b (o the =ame mirpese, This was
the monse’s misery 3 that what she enjoys iscertainly a laving-up of stoves for futare use,
not the sutlering of her vietim, put the exer~ for the writer states that  the Waoalperker
cime of her natural powers,  Fxeessive destrne- - later began (o enl bis hoand, amd that at length
tiveness, ns when cats or weasels Kill more only o few shrivelled dead “hoppers were lett,
anisnals than they eancdevonr, is very freguent ;2 Wilson has observald, fusthermore, that Javs
bat it implies netther ernelty G a moral ;and Shrike’s retain =imilar habits in contine-
=enee) nor inere wianbmness; il is a legitimate j ment 5 the Jay filling every seum and ehink
resnht of their rapacions watnre, aml for the = in his enge with grain and Bread-erambs, and
rest, the animals wmay have a natieal preter- - the Sheike ¥ nailing " ment, inseets and  the
ence for some part of theiv prey, as the Blowd ! lelies of <ueh binds as may Te thrown to him.
or braing, to seente enongh of which they take ! 1 have had my donbts in this watter: aml
more lives than they world it they fud npontstills atter observing “Shrikes earetully  in
the whole of the flosh, Tn the ease of the | various paris ol the eonntey. must it thin
Shrike, morcover, it is certainly the rule that | the mater is wol finally narrowed down o a
the hadies are impaled after death, not while "simple question of honeding,  Too many
still strggeedinge in the clutehes of the eaptor, ; bodies are stuek up, (oo promisenonsly, and
Antlogy goes for sotnething in nutient history : Hoo few are niule use of afterwanl, for us to
and the analogy of the Shrikes” shambles o consider it simply as 0 pices of the binl's
the storchonses of varvious binds i ton obvions | theitt. 1 osnppose the habit of impaling,
to have escaped attention. 1 think the vight | considerad stnply ns sneh, mnl withont refer-
clue 1o the envions habit s thos tound, | enee todterior pueposes subrorved, may have
Many birds Iny up stoves of provisious, ke heen grdually acquired as the rosult of the
mice and squivrelz. Among these of  this ) Shrike’s physieal orgunization-—the relatively
country, Lindz of the Corvine tribe, as Crows {little foree of - grasping  with his  fest he
amd JJuvs, are conspicuous in this respeel | possessess in comparison with the power of
The ¢ theivishness * of the Baven and Magpic | his beak.  The talons ot a Hawk, for example,
in econlinement ix notorions; but it i= simply fare very ellective instroment=. nol only “for
the excessive development or perversion: of | =teiking and killing prev. but alse for holding
their habit of hoarding i thar makes them it while it is torn by the beak. The Shrike
steal and hide nway articles of no possibile wse Thas moeh less prehensile power; it snikes
to them, snel as jowellery sl silverware, | with the beak, and devones ns best it may,
SThe Californian Womlpecker oflees another | A Nathateh, e exagiple, will take an acorn
natable instance of =towing up tind as it does o in the bark, and wedge it there
with infinite prine. [ have seen branches of fwhile it hammers away ot it with the  bill,
trees stindded thiekly with acorns, eneh stuck | Sueh o habit of fstening it< prev having heen
tightly by itselt in 2 little hole lored by the :u{quirwl, s samethings ('l!lil:“"\' tneonneeied
bind for its reception.  Tn ather instanees, the | with the storing ap of provisions, may thes
same bird has been kpown fo insert aeorns in { have heen tarned to aeconnt as a means of
the naturnl erevices of woul,  These faets | =cenring it prey i fture use, and thus
relate indeed only 10 the hoarding of fenis= or [ become the nsual way o making a hoand.
innnimate objeers; bt we gee nstill closer! 1Uis eertain, howeser, that the Shrike makes
rerem hlanee to the habit of the Shrikes in the | no great nee of his larder: and that he some-
euvions practice of the  Bed=headed - Waod-§ times impales and sometimes not, apparently
pecker. o versatile hind, one of whose singular] at hix eapirice. ||(-.|.<.1usl. s |_I|\'(‘|_\: to eat o
trnils has just been tokd by Mr. H 1, lhulvy.iglmsshnmwr as to stick one. Tle #pit= hix vie-
af Noew Yark. This writer narmtes® that a tins as often when food s plenty as when it is
vorrespondont of his ob=erved \\'mnl|u.-ulu-|-'s' senree s u‘ml lllg majority ol the hadies wilibot-
frequent vigits to an olld oak posty which onj ed ave left to wither amd be blown away, or 'S
extnmination was fumnd to present a l:ll'_'.',‘v; vitten np by the bugs, O one ocension, when
i I watehed o Shrike elusely tor =ome time, [
« Bull, Nutt. Ornith, Cluby 1ii. no. 2, Apell, 1855, pov7. | =aw him impale o number of geasshoppers in
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sucecession, amd continne foraging tor more,
which he ate upon the spot as soon as cuught.
1 never witnesged the act of impaling a bird
or mouse, but 1 suppose it wonld be the same
as for a grasshapper: and in the instance to
which I refer the bird worked the nnfortunate
insect on the thurn with his beak, pushing
amd pressing it down with varvions strokes,
until it was fixed 1o his satistaction.  Bat we
have not vet tinished onr study of Shrikes—
having =till to com=ider their tlight, their voiee,
and expecially their domestic habits.  There
are two very dilerent hivds of thi® conntey
which the Shrike msembles in the relavve
proportions of the wings amd 1il. as well as
in the general conformation  off the baly. -
These are the Mockinghinl, Mimns poly
ylottus, aml the Sharp-shinned Hawk, Jreip-
iler fusens,  Now if we pietire to ourselves a
hird whose attitivles, movements, and espee-
jally whuse mode of tlight, may partake on
oceasion of thase of either of the hinds justi
named, we shall have no wrong idea of the
varied actions of which the Shrike ix capable.
The close general resemblance of the Shrike
to a Maockingbinl ix really remarkable, The
two are about ot the same =ize, shape and
color—in fact. it iz not the easiest thing to tell
them apart at a little distance, especially when
they are tlving. The similarity haglong sinee
Leen sluly noted aml commented upon ; in
tact, Swainzan went 2o far as to make it the
basis “of n strong arcument in lavor of his
fanciful quinurinn tneory ot aflinity, The
mode of tlight, then, ot the Shirke, nwler
ordinary cirenmstances, is necessarily much
the same as thut of g Mockinghivd, Twing
light, wayward awd even nndulrtory, when
the bird is simply moving about at his ense,
or foraging for the humbler kings of prev that !
contrilmte to his support. Yet even uneler j
these conditions there is a certuin dash aluont !
ity giving hint of the #pirit he enn intuse into’
his actions when he eulls hix powers to their,
full display. Then, in the manner of the
Hawk, his flight is  strengthened, firmiy
sustained for long distances, and on ocension )
guickeneld at a prodigions rate 5 the clilax of’
this exploiting being réached when he plunge
headlong after his prey, htling like a vory
Hawk. He is said at times to hover in the
air, just over his intemlad vietim, as if taking
aim before he stoops (o his quarry ; but this
can hardly be o characteristic habit, or it
wonld not have exeaped my attention, [ do:
not remember to have ever witnessed il,i

Sone ear.

thoigh it nead not be doslibed that the action
ix sometimes performed. When not on the
wing, we may observe in the Shrike's habit-
ual attitudes the same blemling of Mocking-
bind and Hawk 3 or rather, the transition from
one to the other, when his air of inditterenee
amd rather ¢ slonehy " appearanee give wiy o
the wartinl bearing which indieates that his
attention iz viveted upon intendal  conguest.
So versatile and animated o spirit as that
which the Shrike possesses neeessarily secks
expression.  There ix no reticence about this
bird, whose hursh outeries we may in tarn
interpret to mean anger and  exultation—the
challenge and the conpuest—while the course
ot liis passtonate life runs on in almost ingess-
ant warfare,  These notes mearn mueh  the
same ax the steidulation of the Kingbind,
in whose temper there ix mueh of kinship
with the Shrike, both being impatient and
aggressive binds,  But wotwithstanding the
wagnitude of his exploits, the Shrike s uet
a very lofty eharncter after all; he picks
many a nealless guarrel with his  fretful
fellows, sl all the petulance of a wilfal,
badly-governed disposition may be traced in
some of the harshest of the eries that greet
It is easy to say, amd quite safe 0
mnke the assertion, that nothing more un-
musical than the Shrike’s notes is often
heard ; and it is wsunl to compare the voice
of thiz bird to the creaking of u sign-hoanl,
or the grating of any other sty hinge. Bt
I smspeet, thongh I nm not o competent
witness in this ease, that those nre right who
aseribe to the Shrike some powers ol song,
limited though they ke, Technically spenking,
the Shrike is as traly Oscine ns the Mocking-
lard tself; and no @ priori venson appenrs
why his notes shoulil not at times be wmlu-
lated with a tanefal guality. Several anthors
have in fact nsserted such to be the ense,
protesting fuirly agninst any sweeping denunei-
ation in this partienlar.  Thus, in spenking
of the Great Northern Shrike, Audnlion says :

,— Thi= valimnt little warrior possesses the

facalty of imitating the notes ol other birds,
expecinlly snch ws are indicative of pain,

“Thus it will often mimic the eries of Sparrows
cand other =nintl birds, so as to make you

believe von hienr them serenning in the elaws
of a Hawk; and 1 strongly suspect this is
done for the purpose of inducing others (v
cume out from their coverts to the rescue ot

‘therr sutlering brethren,

(To nx CoxTINURD,)



THE CANADIAN SPORTS

MAN AND NATURALIST.

BRAZILIAN
COFFEE STORE:

No. 16 Victoria Square,

i

Is now Open with a full Stock of pure !

BRAZILIAN COFFEES

TAPIOCAS.

Torse Avr Twr COrregs,'

Samples of which were distributed at the

INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION IN SEPTEMBER.

COFFEES AND TAPIOGAS

Guaranteed Absolutely Pure.

WARNER’S
Saft Liver and Kidney Cure,

A SUPPLY JUST RECEIVED.

RICHELIEU RENAL MINERAL WATER.
Nature's Remedy for all discases of the
Kidneys and Bladder. Send for pamphlet.

HOM@OPATHY.~A full stock of Medicines
and Books always on band. Agent for
Boericke & Tafe's well-known Medicines,
Physicians supplied.

Humphrey’s Specifics and
Pond’s Extracts.

Country ordets promptly filled.

J. A. HARTE, Druggist,

GENTLEMEN’S SUITS.

HEAD QUARTERS

-—FOll —

Shooting, Fishing, Hunting and Sport-
ing Suits of every description,
at the lowest prices.

Suits always ready or made to order

|at the shortest notice.

We employthe best workmen ; keep-
ing the most staple and serviceable
goods. Toallourreaders wecommend

TH ®E

BOSTON GLOTHING HOUSE,

Nos, 41 & 43 St. Joseph Street,
As the Establishment to obtain the best
material for the ready money.

FISH & CAME PROTECTION CLUB

OF TRE
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

OFFICRRS ¢

President.
Viee- P resudent.
Treasurer,
Secretary.

COMMITTRE!

T, T. Brady, R. IT. Kilby, H. R. Ives, J. 1. Stenrns,
§. Cross, W. S Macfarlune, F. Ilenshaw, Alderic
Deschampe, E. B. Goodacre, TC. Nelson, Johin Nelson,
V. Parker, Gustave Drolet, H. Rintoul, and Geo.
MMcKinnon.

Notices of infrretions of Laws for protection of Fish
and Game should boe sout to the Secretary.

— TR —

Canadian Sportsman and Naturalist

Published at Montreal.
SUBSCHIPTION, ONE DOLLAR PER ANNUM

Address Commnunications and
Subscriptions lo

P. 0. Box 817,

400 NOTRE DAME STRERET,

MONTREAL.



THE CANADIAN SPORTSMAN AND NATURALIST.

A Monthly Journal Published at Montreal, Canada,
Devoted to the ROD and GUIN and
NATURAL HISTORY.

Annual Subseription, - - - $1.00 in adwvance.
Clubs of Five, = - - - - 400 “

Messrs. J. PARKES & SON’S

MICROSCOPRS.

Schaol, College, Medieal and other high
¢lass Achromntic Microscopes for Selene
tific renenrch, &c¢. Glass xlides, thin glnss
covers, tinded and injected anntomienl and
other Micospreparntions. Alko Philoses
phical  and Mathematicnl Instruments

gencrally.
““. FROTHINGEAM & WORKMAN,
/S HAMILION, CA T Agents, MONTREAL.
(Price Lists on application

AR =S [N
g a!e:
AN O

—_—

. . ¥, THEO, ROBINSON, JI'RINTER,



