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YI¥ I FORGET THEE, O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET ITS CUNNING.”—P8.137: 5.

GHURGH BUILUING,

AMONG the many duties that devolve
upon the Christian pastor and his helpers
in all good work, it is somewhat difficult
to determine which is o’ the most impor-
tance, and which of all others demands
the largest share of attention. There
are pubﬁc duties that cannot be neglect-
ed—duties which as citizens they should
discharge for the gencral good of the
community in which they reside ; duties
to organizations outside the churck, but
which in the end may be her niost usetul
auxiliaries. There are also duties to
the church at large—the originating and
management of schiemes for the educa-
tion of her youth, the training of her
ministry, the maintenance and spread of
Gospel ordinances among her own peo-
ple, and the diffusion of Christianity
abroad. But prominent among the most
important, we would place those of
Jriendly recognition and visitation.

Plain and simple as these duties may
appear, the neglect of them cannot be
compensated for by the most thoroughly
organized plans of usefulness that may
be established to carry on congregational
work., Their performance ﬁtokens a
fecling of attachment; but the most
zealous efforts to create an interest in
Christian work, apart from these, are
more like the simple working of ma-
chinery. Our Saviour did not so much
attract by che grandeur of His schemes,

as by the power of His love; and we
cannot expect His followers to improve
upon His example. It is only occasion-
ally that an illustration is scen by the
listless Christian, but to the zealous,
thorough worker, cases are met with
frequently, that serve to give impor-
tance to the duties we have named. **If
any one had taken hold of wme then.”
was the reply of a young man, when
being urged to consider the duty of con-
fessing Christ at His table. He had in
his youth been trained to have a careful
regard for the ordinances of religion,
attended Sabbath services regularly, and
at one time found a new delight i the
sacred services of the sanctuary, and
experienced the need of a Saviour. But,
like many youths, he was timid, doubt-
ful of himself, and lacked the courage to
make kuown his thoughts. Fatherless,
there was none in whom he had sufii-
cient confidence to state his case to;
although brought up in the church, it
secmed to him as if * no man cared for
his soul,” for no one ever manifcsted a
disposition to speak to him on such a
subject. By degrees a spirit of inditfer-
ence crept over him, the good impres-
sions wore away, a feeling of isolation
even in the society of church members
was sadly felt, and fradually he slip-
ped out of the sanctuary; still the
watter cansed no concern, and the con-
gregation lost his company.  This is one
single fact out of many that might be
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given, and serves to illustrate what we
me.n.

Why is it that there are so few of the
poor and humbler classes to be found in
the churches, in cities especially ?  Be-
cause, they say, they do not feel at
home. Why isit that the few who are
found there seem tothink that they have
no voice in matters relating to the con-
gregation's affairs ? Because, in a great
measure, they are unrecognized by, and
unknown to, the leading people of the
church. This is a defect in the working
of numbers of congregations in every
denomination that should be remedied
as soon as possible. Every addition to
the membership, especially to the com-
munion, sheuld be made known person-
ally to the office-bearers and communi-
cauts, and the earliest possible oppor-
tunity taken advantage of to give them
a proper introduction to the society of
those composing the church. Were this
done, there would be fewer individual
misunderstandings, and a more hearty
sympathy with each other as fellow-
members of the one body of Christ.
Then there would be no excuse for
neglect of duty because of non-acquaint-
ance, there would be less likelihood of
being p:ssed by unnoticed on the public
street, and a very much greater proba-
bility that their meeting together would
be in reality, what it is now, we fear, to
a great extent, only in name, the “ com-
munion ” of saints. This language ma
seem unnecesarily strong and critica{
But we think not. It is a fact that per-
sons bave attended the samie church for
ieam, sat under the same ministry,

eard thc same Gospel message, re-
ceived the emblems of the Saviour’s
love from the same office-bearers, and
hope to reach the same heaven, who
have never exchanged ten words in
social converse during a life time, never
acknowledged one another as fellow-heirs
of the same promises, and never knew,
as far as they themselves were concerned,
what meaning was to be attached to the
brotherhood of the saints. This is the
more apparent, of course, and the more
common, where the social ciicumstances
of persons are VAry dissiniilar. But
such distinctions should never be allowed
to separate between brethren. Such is
contrary to the mind and spirit of Jesus,
who would have all men to be “onc,”
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not in outward circumstanees, nor in the
form and modes of worship, or even in
the manner of working, but “one in
spirit "—all having the samne mind that
was in Himself, who, although “he
thought it not robbery to be equal with
God, yet made Himself of no reputation,
and took upon Him the formof a
servant.”

Therefore, we should like humbly to
urge upon all who are engagedin Chris-
tian work, and striving, in various ways,
to build up the kingdom of Christ, to
remember this one fact—that a friendly
recognition of one another, rich and
poor alike, learned and unlearned, in the
spirit of Christian meckness and brother-
ly love, will go further toward securing
full cobperation than the most brilliant
talents and all the wealth they can com-
mand.

Next to this, we place the duty of
visitation. Every suecessful pastor knows
how absolutely nccessary this has been
to the complete kriowlege of his people,
and to the building up of his congrega-
tion. Only by incessant watchfulness
and attention 1n this particular, on the
part of himself and his co-workers, has
the congregation grown in numbers and
in influence. Many and many a heart
is touched by the preaching of the Gos-

2l ; but, if the seed sown is not watched,
if the sound dies away with the setting
of the Sabbath sun, its fruitfulness is
never scen. In the quiet retirement of

ople’s homes, the (iospel, spoken in
]:ve and faithfulness, has perhaps more
power than when proclaimed from the
pulpit; and when these homes are
visited occasionally, with the view of
following up the public worship of the
Sabbath, it is cheering to find that an
anxious state of mind has often been
produced, which, by friendly converse
and the aid of God's Spirit, may result
in the soul being brought out of perplex-
ity and doubt,and made free inthe “liber-
ty wherewith God maxeth His children
free.” Besides, Yeople will be careless;
therefore be vigilant in warning them of
their neglect; show them you have a
desire for their spiritual good, and they
will very soon learnto appreciate it. Dis-
tress will occasionally overtake all, more
or less; then go to them, with a sympa-
thizing word and a loving heart, and
you will never regret it. Misfortune
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will befall men time and again; help
them to bear the load, and graciously
endure sume sacrifice in their behalf.
See that poor wasted form, lying on the
couch of pain, far from his home and
friends, in a strange city and among
comparative strangers.  How he longs
for the tellowship of a brother, or the
devoted attentions of a loving sister !
What comfort it would be 1o him if
some one would just whisper in his ear
the story of his hicavenly Father’s love,
aml gently speak of Ilis mysterious
dealings with the children of men! Oh!
how his heart would be touched by the
~oft tones of a familiar voice breathing
his prayer,
** Nearer, my God, to Thee,
Nearer to Thee!”

How valued the hours given to faithful
watching beside his pillow, sootbing bis
spirit, and minstering to his needs!
And when, by divine gooduness, return-
ing strength enabled him to take te his
accustomed duties, think you he would
<oon forsake the company of a people
»0 Christ-like, and to whom he owed so
much? Nay; but « the blessing of him
that was ready to perish would come
upon them.”  Look again, at that aged
saint, prevented by infirmity from at-
tending the public ordinances of God’s
house, as she tries with failing sight to
read the well-marked pasages in the
Word of God, which seem like shadows
of the better land of which she has so
often heard and read, and where she
hopes soon to dwell. Would not the
kindly aid of an intellizent, Clristian
sister, be as eyes to the blind and feet
o the lame?” Would not the loving
counsels and words of brotherly-kindness
trom a faithful servant of Gud bring a
blessing that all the riches of the wealthy
could not purchase ?

Acts of this nature go much further
toward building up a congregation, than
many suppose ; for, when the work of a
people is pertormed in a Christian spirit
and for the spiritual good of one another,
—as members of Christ’s body,and not as
a species of charity,—God’s blessing will
most certainly sccompany it, and there
will bo little danger of that church fall-
ing into decay.

St. MARK’S CniurcH, Toronto, was
duly dedicated on the 20th December.

OF BCOTLAND.

MINISTERS’ STIPENDS.

The following circular has been sent
ug, and we take this early opportunity
of laying it before our readers. A com-
mittee was appointed at the last mecting.
of the Home Mission Board, which was
held in Fredericton, N. B, to prepare
a circular, and this is the result of its
deliberations.—We commend it to the
carctul consideration of the Church :—

St. Joun, New anxswxcx,)}
Iebruary, 1875. )
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To the Ilders and Managers of the Con-
gregation of , in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland.

BRETHREN :—

In the Report from the Home Mission
Board, read and adopted by the Synod
which met at Halifax in June, 1574, the
fullowing paragraph occurs : —

“ A glance at the records of our Church
within the Inst few yecars will show that we
have not had so much ditliculty in getting
ministers to come to the field, as in kecping
them. There has scarcely been a year in
which we have not had a number sent ont
from Scotland. But as regularly as these
men have come, a corresponding number
has departed. 1f this has been an evil in
the past, it will be a much greater one in
the tuture, unless provision is made against
it. Our country is changing, the expense
of living is increasing, the labours are be-
coming greater, and yet our ministers have
had no increase of salary. They are not
going to ask the people for such an increase
as altered circuimstaunces demand, but, when
they cannot Jive in & way that is becoming
to them, and meet the payment cf expenses
and at the same time meke some provision
for those who may be depending on them,
they will be compelled to go where they
can do better for themselves and families.
For this reason, it is the feeling of the
Board, that something should be done,
with the object of increasing salaries in pro-
portion to the increase of living in the -
country. Indeed the wminimumn salary
should be $1000 per anrum, this being an .
increase of 8270. There are some congre, -
gations which could and should do this.
withont being supplemented. There are
others, however, froma whom such a large
increase could not be expected. This in-
crease we cannot hope 10 make up by our
own efforts. The greatest pressure has
been brought on Presbyteries and congre-
gations hy the Board, and, as there are so
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many who will not do their part, there is
little hope that, with our present number of
churches, our general Home Mission Fund
will be largely incrensed. Itis suggested
to Synod that Preshyteries should be en-
joined to visit those congregations in which
the salary is below 81000, and urge them,
if possible, to make up this sum.  Where
they cannot do 8o, there should be a grant
from the Synod’s Home Mission or the
Colonial Committee. In connection with
this grant, it 18 the opiuion of the Board
that it should be in no case a sum larger
than the increase by the congregation, and
that even then after two years iv should di-
minish at least $20 annually.”

At the last meeting of the Home Mis-
sion Board, held in Fredericten, N. B.,
in January, 1873, the attention of the
members present was drawn to she fore
going extract; and it was deeply felt
that come effort must be made to bring
prominently betore our people the facts
and suggestions contained n its state-
ments. Accordingly, the undersigned
membersof the committee were appointed
to submit the views and resolution of
the Board to our congregations, in the
hope that, action being taken upon them,
the condition of our Church may, with
the Divine blessing, speedily assume a
more healthful appearance.

1. In the opinion of'the Board, $1000
should hencetorth be regarded as the
minimum stipend.

2. Some congregations, now paying
less than that amount, are able, it is be-
lieved, without aid, to increase their
payments, so as to_offer that stipend to
their ministers, and it is-earnestly hoped
that, for the sake of the Church’s inte-
rests, they will, without delay, endeavor
to do so.

3. There are cases in which this cannot
be lovked for, or, at any rate, will not
be done; and these are of two kinds.
(a) Congregations paying the minimum
hitherto recognized of $730 or upwards,
(but less than $1000) without aid from
the Board. (#) Congregations now re-
ceiving aid to enable them to pay
the present minimum. With regard to
both of these classes, the H. M. Board

ropose to give assistance towards rais-
ing the stipend to the minvimum of $1000
in the manner which the following ex-
amples will explain.
a) A congregation is now paying,
suppose, the present minimum stipend of
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$730. Let that congrogation add to its
payments any amount, according to
ability, up to $135; the Board will give
dollar for dollar, up to that amount ot
$135, towards increasing the stipend.
Should the congregation add only $50
to its present payment, the Board will
also give $30, and so on in all cases, up
to #135 ; that being the amount which,
with $135 from the Board, will raise the
stipend from the present minimum of
$730, or £150 sterling, to $1000, (about
X200 sterling.)

(b)) Congregations now in receipt of
aid to enable them to pay the present
minimum of $730. Suppose a congre-
gation now paying 3500, and receiving,
accordingly, a supplement of $230. Let
snch a congregation increase its pay-
ments to any figure up to 8635 of sti-
pend. ‘The Board will correspondingly
add to its present supplement dollar for
dollar, till the supplement (on the fore-
going supposition of the congregation
raising its payment from $500 to $635)
will amount to 8365, thus making the
stipend of its minister 31000,

n no case will the Board supplement
80 as to raise a stipend to an amount
greater than $1000. Subject to this
condition, they will, in every instance
in which application is made, act upon
the rule of giving dollar for dollar in
aid of congregations now paying a sti-
pend less than $1000.

The Board have enjoined usto say
that they are constrainad to insist upon
the condition at the close of the forego-
ing extract from the Report adopted in
June, 1874.

D. Macrakr,
RoserT J. CAMERON.

et Ot
GHRISTIAN GIVING.

A writer has very clearly illustrated
the cffectiveness of Christian giving in
this way :—

*“ We must not forget that there is sach
an element in all Christian working us
spiritual force. It costs millions to lay the
pipes and build the reservoirs for the water-
works of such a city as Boston. Bute .-
perience has taught the people of Buston
that capacious reservoirs and a net-work of
mains and services will not alone give them
water. The clouds, God’s clouds. are most
essential to the etfectiveness of the whole
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system of works ; and let the rain be with-
held a few months, und what were then the
use of all the conduits, and pipes, and
pumps, and reservoirs? It i3 so with our
works of Christian charity. Their ecffee-
tiveness depends upon bhoth the material
and the spiritual force that enter into them,
‘The power of Christian giving, its effective-
ness for goad, is to be estimated more by its
spiritual than its material force. The old
loy pump, cr the old oaken bucket, will
bring more sweet water out ot the farn:-
house well, fed by a never-dying spring,
than the most costly and complicated
hydraulic apparatus out of a luke whose
spring-heads are dried up. It is not meney-
power that God uses te bless the race so
much as heart-power. Money is ouly the
lever by which this heart-power acts upon
the world ; the means by which moral and
spiritual turces work out ood for men.”’

Ot
<

THE FRENCH GANADIAN MISSION OF OUR
SYNOD IN THE UPPER PROVINGES.

We have received the following ap-
peal from the Canadian French Congre-
gation in Montreal, and publish it with
the hope that some of our people and
congregations will contribute to so ex-
cellent a cause :—

St. Jonx’s CuurcH,
MONTREAL, Jan. 8th, 1875.
Dear Sir,—

Believing that, in common with all
carnest Christians, you have at heart
the advancement of Christ’s kingdom
among our French fellow countrymen,
we, the Kirk Session of St. John’s Pres-
byterian  Congregation, would respect-
fully ask you to help uvs in our endea-
vours to enlighten our fellow citizens
who are still "buried beneath the error
amd superstition of Rome.

God has placed us in a city where
there are 100,000 Roman Catholics, who
are daily taught the pernicious doctrines
of that anti-Christian system.  We feel
that God, who in merey hath brought us
1o a knowledge of the truth, by placing
3 1n such circunstances, has given us a
work to do.

Through the help of the Synod’s
French Mission Committee, we have
now regular Sabbath services in our
Church, morning and evening,—a Mis-
sion Day School bas been opened,—a
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very interesting  Sabbath  School is
taught in the Church every Sabbath
afternoon,—our Weekly Prayer Mecting
is laggely attended, with much iuterest,
and lately we have been enabled to open
Religious  Serviees in the St Jean
Baptiste Village, ouc of the suburbs of
our ¢ity.

To carry on this work successfully and
on a larger seale, which we are anxious
to do, we require tunds. Qur Church
needs repairy, as also the Manse, which
we would like to enlarge sutliciently to
receive a few pious young men, who
wirh to prepare thenmselves to entee Col-
lege, that they may be fitted for the
French Missior, field.

It has occurred 10 us, especially in
view of the Union of the Preshyterian
Churches, that if these iacts were pat
before our Preshyterian brethren of the
Dowminion of Canada, they would lend
a Lelping hand, to what ix one of the
few French Presbytevian congregations
in the Dominion, and the only one in
the city of Montreal; for although there
are several Missionary Sucicties opera-
ting amony the French, chictly in the
Province ot Quebee, our French Mission
has special ¢laims upon our people as
being distinctively Presbyteran. We
think it would be well, therefore, if our
congregations were reminded of this
fact, so that their known liberality would,
in the first place, not be credited to.
other branches of the Church of Christ,
who, though duing a good work, teach
doctrines whick we dv not accept; and,
secondly, should extend  Presbyterian
missionary operations on a seale propor-
ticnate to the number and wealth ot our
church.

We now appeal to our brethren, all
through the Dominion, to make this
Mission ¢ worthy ” of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, that. by their prayers
and material help, we may be enabled
to do a great and good work among the
1,730,000 Roman Catholic inhabitants
of our Domiuion.

On behalf of the Kirk Session,

Cuas. A. TANNER, Moderalor.
dJ. CorNu, Clerk.

THE SYNOD'S FRENCH MISSION COM-
MITTEE.

Rev. John Jenkins, D.D., Convener ;
Rev. R. Campbell, Vice-Convener ; Mr.
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James Croil, Secretary-Treasurer ; Rev.
Dr. Bain, Rev. J. Paterson, Rev. W.
Masson, Rev. WW. M. Black, Rev. T. G.
Smith, Rev. D. M. Gordon, Rev. W, T,
Wilkins, Rev. D. Ross, B.D., Rev. Chas.
A. Doudicet, Rev. J. E. Tanner, Rev. R.
Laing. Rev. Chas. A. Tanner, Rev.
Prof. Murray ; and Messrs. Archd. Fer-
guson, A. Macpherron, A. B. Stewart,
J. Johnston, T. A. Gibson, J. Lillie, R.
Kerr, R. Brodie.

James (roin, Esq, 210 St. James
Street, Montreal, is the Treasurer of the
Synod’s French Mission Committee.

P
- OHURGH OF SCOTLAND MISSION TO AFRICA.

The Committee charged with the pro-
»motion of the Mission to Africa, bave is-
-sued an appeal for the establishment of a

fund for that purpose, from which we
take the following particulars :—

The station contemplated is in the
neighborhood of Cape Maclear, at the
southern end of Lake Nyassa. This
lake, from the Upper Shire to the hor-
thern extremity, reaches 200, with a
breadth offrom 18 to 50 miles ; it abounds
with fime harbours, is stored with great
varicties of delicious fish, and is sur-
rounded on all sides by fertile territory,
rising towsrds mountainous regions, all
abundantly watered with numerons
streams flowing into the lake,and clothed
in vegetation-of the most splendid luxu-
riance. This lake was diccovered by
Livingstone, who explured it in 1861,
and again wentdown its eastern side
and round the south end in 1866, on
his wey to the ¢ Fountains of the Nile.”

The editor of his last Journals, the
Rev. Horace Waller, Dr. John Kirk,
and Mr. Young of the Royal Navy, who
commanded the Livingstone Search Ex-
pedition, all agree that the southern
part of Lake Nyassa is a pla: e most fav-
orable for a Christian settlement. Mr.
Young, echoing Dr. Livingstone's eulo-

ies of the Lake Nyassa region, and his

isappointment that no mitsion had en-
tered into it, says: ¢ Here, if anywhere,
I believe a healthy and flourishing set-
tlement might be established.”

The cost of passage to the Cape is
£40 for first class accommodation. The
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goods for store and barter would neces-
sarily be considerable. The chief com-
modities would be clothing, tools, imple-
ments, tea, sugar. &c., and goods for bar-
ter, as calico, beads, brass-wire, with a
few showy dresses. )

The Committee are advised that the
Mission should be of an industrial as wel!
as an evangelical nature.  In forming o
gettlement it would be necessary to
teach t‘llw natives l:'ome of our industries,
as gardening, ploughing, and joiner
wor’l;(. The ?amris Sch in all vogf-tablc
products, and in addition to the exube-
rance of the tropics, is eapable of pro-
ducing on the higher grounds the grain
and the fruits of temperate regions; so
that a mission once vstablished would be
aole to live almost entirely on the pro-
duce of the country. The whole region
of the Shire is fitted fur the cultivation
of cotton, which grows wild, and is ot
excellent quality.  Various mineral
abound, and especially tron. and to such
an extens that Livingstone naively says:
* There never has been a stone periad even
in the remotest past o Central Africa.”

The cost of the establishment and
maintenance of this mission in a state of
efliciency will necessarily be great. The
Commitice are unable to estimnate the
amount—perhaps £3,000 or £4,000
might do at the outset ; but probably a
sumn of £10,000 will be required for its
various pwiposes. This is a large con-
templated expenditure, but it wmxcitc
no surprise when its Christian nature
and permanent advantages are kept in
view. Ifone individual was found to
furnish no less a sum than £4000, to
help the great traveller it living, and it
dead to bring home his remains and ee-
cure for them an honorable resting-place
at home, shall not the cost of a mission
be found by the Church of Scotland.
which goes to commence the Divine
process of arresting the murderous course
of the slaver, of emancipating the vic-
tims of tyranny and darkness, and of
pouring in the wine and oil of the Gos-
pel into the * open sore of the world ¥

It would be impossible in any descrip-
tion to set before our readers the multi-
plied horrors of the inland slave trade.
proeecuted with pitiless severity through-
out the countrics of Central Atrica.
Bands of Arab monsters, well armed,

amount for outfit and the expenre of traverse these regions, foment quarrels
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between the petty chiefs, buy the cap-
tives, make inurderous forays upon the
unoffending and unsuspecting; chain
them in gangs, their necks loaded with
heavy stakes; kill the weak anl the
fainting on the march, to inspire terror
into the rest, and leave their track dyed
in blood and strewed with corpses. It
i« computed that 19,000 victims from the
interior are annually carried over Lake
Nvassa. Isit a wonder that this fiend-
ish system, marked by such slaughters,
with the sense of inscenrity and terror it
inspires, should be rapidly depopulating
the finest region-, and turning the once
industrious abodes of thousands into
jungle auwl the extending lairs of wild
beasts ? But slavery is not the only sore.
The poor African, without order and
without law, has often in his headman
or chief a tyrant who, insudden impulse
and wanton rage, orders his exccutioner
to lead his vietims to the slanghter. * If
Cazembi,” says Livingstone, ** dreams of
any man twice or three times, he puts
the man to deaih as one who is practis-
ing secret arts against his life.”  If the
chief is sensible and good-temperetd, the
lot of the people is easy ; but in the re-
verse cases, numerous in those seats of
darkness, there is a daily holocaust of
human victims, and especially of wowmen,
to the capricious freaks of fiendish cruel-
tyv.  Verily, throughout, * on the side of
their oppressors there is power.”

Thes: people should not be left to ur-
pitied  wretchedness;  that they have
many amiable qualities, and that they
are worthy of and destined to a better
state, Livingstone felt in every pulse of
his noble heart. He dwells with plea-
sure upon their good sense, their hononr,
and their friendhiness.  They are sensible
of their degradation, and admire and
reverence excellence. ¢ Nothing,” says
he, ¢ brings them to place thorough con-
filence in Euroneans, but a long course
of well-doing. Goodness or unselfish-
ness impresses their minds more than
any kind of skill or power. The prayer
to Jesus for a new heart and right spirit
at once commends itself as appropriate.”
To the last, pursuing his great labours
with unabated spirit, but with failing
health, the great missionary traveller
concentrates his sympathies in one
burst of sorrowful emotion :—« AN 1

can add in my loncliness is, way Ilea-’
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ven's rich blessing come down on every
one, American, English, or Turk, who
will help to heal the open sore of the
world.”

That this great sore of the world may
be healed is certain. The comiaence-
ment will be made assoon as a_mission is
planted at Lake Nyassa. No Arab
gang will come near an Eunglishman, if
they can help it. With them the Eng-
lish name is synonymous with destroyer
of slavery.  When Livingstone was at
Nuassa, they fled from his neighborhood
and took to distant and circuitons paths
to avoid meeting him.  This guilt and
terror on their part is contrasted
with the confidence and reverence in-
spire by Lnglishmen in the breasts of
the natives. We are assured that a
mission once established, they will settle
around it, reccive our instructions and
our help, place themsclves under our
authority, and rise by order and Chris-
tian observance into the state of civilized
communitics.  What is done on the
coast, and  at & vast expense (yet most
righteously) by vessels of war, will be
done here by Christian missions, with
this difference, that in delivering the
orphan, the outcast, and the captive,
they will introduce them to a home life
of security and freedomn, will teke them
out of the low prison, and show them
¢ the glorious liberty of the children of
God.”

Tlis is the view taken by Livingstone,
Waller, Kirk, and Young, Ly all who
have been in the country, and have
studied the people.  Whatever men of
the world may sav, Livingstone wanted
for Africa, as the sole instrument of its
reaeneration, the blessings ot the Gos-
pel. e knew that the Word of God,
by the ageney of the Holy Spirit. will be
as effectual therein the hands of Christ-
like men, as it has been in all countries
of the world since the resurrection of
our blessed Saviour. Ile iclt it Africa
had the bread of life, real civilization
would follow, and not till then.  In this
he is only echoing his Master's com-
mands and the truth of history. He
has declared that he has opened up
these countries to our view only that we
may send suceessors in the same path ;
that with contributions consecrated to
the Eternal Spirit, we may breathe our
prayers that, as followers and agents of
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the Saviour, they will # heal the broken
hearted and preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovery of sight to the
blind, and set at liberty them that are
bruised. and preach the acceptable year
of the Lord.”

We are engaged, and worthily engng-
el, in erecting monuments to the grrat
traveller.  In doing so we are pleasing
ourselves and honouring our country.
The memorial which Livingstone im-
plores at our hands is, the gift of Christ’s
messengers to the Afiican people. He
being dead still speaketh. And certainly,
after all the revelations mnde and en-
treaties addressed to us, we shall not be

uiltless it we delay to send the Firat
{1sstoN oF Tnr CHurcu or Scor-
LAND TO AFRICA ; we shall not pove
ourselves the servants of Him wlo stoop-
ed from Infinite Majesty to the death of
the Cross to take away the siny of the
world, if we go not forth into those re-
gions to communicate the riches of His

ace, to inaugurate the day * when
Sthiopia shall stretch out her hands
unto God.”

o’

Tag Preshyterian Witness, in a recent
issue, puts the question, Shall we have
three Synods or one for the Maritime
Provinces after the Union ? and asks
for an expression of opinion upon the
point, as it is one requiring grave con-
sideration. We beg the same favour.
Brethren, let us hear from you.

et
Qrticle Contributed,

Religious Life in the North-West

Following up some remarks I made
some time ago as to life here as con-
trasted with life in the British Provinces,
I may be permitted to say that the ad-
‘herence to the order of Presbyterianism
is much looser than it is in Churches
which are the immediate daunghters of
Scotland. It is not to be implied that
what I am going to say now applies to
all parts of the United States; I wi:h it
to be distinetly understood that it does
not. I am beginning to understand now
why it is that the reins have been re-
laxed so much here. There is an his-
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torical canse for it, and it is to be soreht
in the cirenmstances which preceded
the great division into Old and New
Schools, which took place some 85 or 36
years ago. There was a compact be-
tween the Presbyterians and the Con-
gregationalists to push their missions in
united manner, and delegates from the
Church of the o 2 order sat side by
side with Elders of the Churches of the
other order, in Preshyterics and Synods.
The Preshytery, as such, would organisc
a congregation under cither ayatem, just
as the people desired it. This North-
West Territory was settled by people
from Western New York, the recion
where that policy was in its fullest force
in those days, and the congiezations
were organised in that style. It need
not be thonght strange that the type of
Preshyterianism that grew up in such
circumstanves was very far from beinga
rigid one ; it was as much Congregational
as it was Presbyterian. In many cases
the latter name is given, where it would
be far more proper to give the former.
One fact will give the historical consc-
quence in a word. When the Union
came four years ago, there were in the
State of Michigan, in connexion with
the New School side, nine Presbyteries
constituting a Synod, while in connex-
ion with the Old School side, there was
but one Preshytery,and it a compara-
tively feeble one.

Accordingly the tendency is to have
stated supplies in the congregations in-
stead of Pastors. I know one Presby-
tery consisting of over 20 ministers, and
at this moment only frwo of these are
Pastors. Al the rest who have congre-
gations occupy the relation of stated
supplies, m other words, the engagement
is made from year to year, and the con-
nexion can be terminated without any
reference to Presbytery. The extreme
democratic and changeable spirit of this
section of the country loves to have it so.
In that case the preacher, if he does not
come up to the mark, can be removed
and a new broom, which the proverh
says sweeps clean, may be procured.
To quote an example, which is a case in
point, and which may be taken as a fair
sample of a good many. I know a con-
gregation in a town sgomething like
Truro, one of the largest in the number
on the communicant’s roll, in the State
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At present there are more than 400 in
connexion, I believe, and quite & num-
ber are wealthy merchants, bankers,
lawyers, doctors, ete., ete. A minister
was hired some eight or nine months
ago, at the enormous salary, for that size
and wealth, of $1600. There was an
extensive revival a year ago, whensome
70 were added to the Church, as the
phrase goes. At the beginning of the
year, as is the custom, the pews were
auctioned, and, from some caure or other,
failed to go as smartly as herctofore, and
now the talk is that they cannot afford
to pay fuch a salary, unlcss & man is got
that will fill up the pews and have them
all let. There is an example of finan-
cial policy, which I recommend to friends
in Nova Scotia. Tlu; truth is, the con-
gregation is run, as the youngsters say,
?;;egabnnking firm, who czuld %:ell afford
to pay the salary themselves, and hardly
miss it, but the head of the firm contents
himself with paying $50 or so for a pew.
‘The collections to the mission schemes
do not average over 330 or $40.

While saying that such a state of
things as this exiats in some places, as |
said before, I am not to be understood as
affirming that it is the general rule. 1
only say that the laxness of the applica-
tion of Presbyterian order allows such a
caricature of finance and of the running
of a congregation to go on, and in some
places the people are mean enough to
take advantage of it. In the case last
referred to, it is well known that a clique
guides the helm, and their guidance has
resulted in breaking the congregation
both spiritually and financially. Much
stress 18 laid on the winter's revival ; and
if that fails, the standing of the minister
is endangered. Leumas.

. e

Inpia.—The Rev. James P. Lang,
brother of the Rev. Gavin Lang, of St.
Andrew’s, Montreal, and a college
friend of many of our younger ministers
who studied in Glasgow, has been pro-
moted from the position of missionary to
that of chaplain in the Madras Presi-
dency. He was inducted to the office
according to the forms of the Chureh, by
the Presbytery of Edinburgh.

65

* . [
Forcign  Fisstons.
Letters from Miss Johns.

Craw two following letters have been
received from Miss Johus, and, though
specially intended for friends in St
Matthew's Congregation and the Sun-
day School, are sent to the Record with
the hope that many in the Church will
remember her and her work in their
prayers. In a private letter she says,
“I hope that I have not given you a
very discouraging account of Mission
work here. I do not mean to do so, but
to tell honestly my impressions. One
thing I fail to sce the advantage of, and
that is, so many separate missions. Why
are we all separate and looking askance
at cach other, afraid lest others shonld
see our weak points, or learn anything
from ug, and so advance beyond us?”
Alas, why ? If this strikes a stranger,
how much must it stiike the heathen
around ? She also says, *Rev. Mr.
Douglas, (Vicar of all Saints, Derby,
England), is at present here. He is
making an evangelistic tour through
India. Special services and prayer
meeting: are now being held in the
church and at the Mission llouse, and
Christ Church House I have been at
both, and can honestly pray for their
gucecess, and feel that any awakening
among the European or East Indian peo-
ple will benefit theheathenaround. I was
glad to hear Mr. Douglas say one or two
things about the heathen servants, and
the conduct of Christian people toward
them, that had impressed myself.” Let
us not forget our missionary in Madras :—

Mabras, Dec. 30th, 1874.

My DeaAr FRrIENDS,—

I had thought of waiting until I could
speak more definitely and experiment-
ally of the work here; but on second
thoughts detcrmined to send you a few
lines, which may perhaps give you some
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Tittleidea.  In addition to the Orphan-
age, where Tam vesiding. and where I
find about thirty girls from the age of
cight to twenty, there are three day
schools in which the children are taught
in Tamil and Telugu. I am much in-
terested in these schools.  The teachers
are unfortunately heathen, but intelli-
gent men.

The religious instruction is given in
two of these schools by girls from the
Orphanage, and in the third by a Clris-
tian young man from, I think, Mr.
Sinclair's school.

As to my own work, it is necessary
that these schools be not vnly frequently
visited, but examined at short intervals,
#o that, iu addition to the superintend-
ence here, will occupy a great portion
of my time.  You must remember that
these schools are at g@vat distances
apart, and the visiting of them alone
will occupy much time.

On my wuy out I noticed some re-
marks in the report of the Indian Nor-
mal School and Instruction Society,
which I quote :—

“It must ever be remembered that
the first year of a missionary’s life is
given to patient preparation. The time
must chicfly be spent in studying a new
and difficult language, and many ave the
sinkings of heart at the loneliness, the
apparent usclessness of the life for which
0 much ot home happiness has been giv-
en up, the longing to tell of a Saviour's
love to heathen souls when every word
must be spoken through aninterpreter.”

Though I fully agree with these re-
marks, I hope to be of some use even
dusing my first year. I am studying
Tamil a little by myself, asmy moonshie
cannot come to me till the beginning of
the year, owing to tome heathen festival.
The two languages most in use are
Tamil and Telugu. In the day schools,
all the instruction is given in these lan-
guages; in the Boanding School or Or-
.phanage, in English and Tamil.

You will perceive the difficulty of ex-
amining the schools entirely through an
tulerpreter, as one can never feel sure
that auything onc may say has not re-

«eeived a colouring from the mind of one’s
nterpreter, particalarly if he or she is
wotinsympathy with one’s modeof specch
.and tboug';:.. v

Do vot, dear fricnds, expect too much
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from me. T can only patiently work ae
the Lord enables me, trusting the results
with Him.

If 1 have not already encroached too
much upon your space, you may perhaps
shortly here from me again.

P. Jouxs.

Mapras,Jan. 13th, 1873.
My Dear Youxc Friexps,—

Knowing that you are always glad to
hear from abseant friends, and that »on
take a great interest in this unssion, 1
send you a few lines.

You know that Madras is alinost on
the oppoxite side of the world to Halifax.
and it takes some time to get there.
dare say some of you have traced my
course across the Atlantic, through
the Mediterranean, and that wonder of
our times, the Suez Canal, down the
Red Sea, the heat of which was greater
than any you have ever cxperienced.
Places are here pointed out as the spot
where the Israelites crossed, and the well

.of Moses is shown, marked by a solitary

palm tree. Though we may not know
the exact spot, yct we do know that on
these mountains and this sea, which con-
fronted them, God’s ancient people
looked in terror, when they saw no way
of escape from their encmivs, the Egvp-
tians ; but their God was near, and you
know how lle delivered them.  Wenext

through the Indian Ocean, round
Es;lon, (o you remember a line of one
of your hymns ?) andso reach Madras.

We have no harbour like you have.
where ships can  remain i safcty; they
just roll about in the surf.

And now I am in Madras, I must tell
you something of it. Itis a very flat

lace—some parts of the town even be-
{:w the level of the sea; there is no
such thing as a bill in the whole city.
which is very large, a great maany times
Jarger than Halifax.

I wish you could sce the little girls in
the Caste schools. You know what
Caste means. They are as intelligens
and apt as anv of you. As all their les-
sons were in Tamil and Telazu (Teloo-
@on), I conld not understand them ; but,
judging by their arithmetic, they would
put to shame many gitls of their own
age in Halifax. In one of the schools
the teacher told them 1 had arrived. and
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they were fo anxious to see me, asking
what I would be like. Yon may ima-
gine what a good look they took when I
fivst visited them, though they were per-
fectly quiet. Poor little things, the
ornaments inserted in their ears, noses,
lips and even head, were enough to
maké one sick.

My dear young friends, you can never
be thankful enough that you were born
in a Christian land; and, my dear fel-
{ow teachers, if you could only see the
people here, you would thank God for
your privileges, and pray « Thy king.
dom come” as you have never yet done.

T would like to write you a great deal
more, but have not time now, except to
say that as I can never forget you, I
hope you will sometimes remember wme,
and ask God to make me a blessing to
the heathen among whon I live.

Ever yours affectionately,
P. Jonxs.

Letter and Report from Rev. H. A.
Robertson.

Dirrox’s Bay, Eronaxeca,
Nor. 12, 1874.

Rev. W. MacMillan, M. A., Sec’y B. F.
M., P.C. M. P, incon Ch.of Scolland.

Rgv. axp Dgar Six,—

1 beg to enclose herewith a report of this
Island, and our work on it since our settle-
ment in June, 1872.

I do not know that I have any remarks
o make upon this report farther than that
in writing it I sought to give my Church
simply an outline ot what we Aave been
doing, and not particulars of our work.
There are a thousand calls apon our ener-
gies and time in & mission field so wild and
rough as this one, that must he attended to,
but would take up 100 much time to state
fully in a report. I think I did not men-
tion that this year the mission Synod gave
me a bill for £15 sty., on the Foreign
Teacher's Supply Fund, to assist me in
paying my tea . I think hereafter all
our teachers lahoring amongy heathen—
whether in their own Island ur in foreign
islands—will be paid alike out of said
Teacher’s Supply Fund. Formerly, only
thase in other islands than their own were
K:: out of this fand. The subject was

ght ap at Synod this year, and no
douht by next year all teachers laboring on
heathen islands, whether at home or abroad,
will be supplied annually out of the general
fand for teachers. However, our various
Charches engsged in this mission must
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make collections and paz into this fund, or
we will soon have nothing of it left. I
would require £50 instead of £15, bat this
year it was simply given as a grant by way
of assisting me to supply gny teachers with
needfal articles, and has n of preat ser-
vice. Rev. Win. Wate gave me £5 worth
of things out of gonds sent out to him by the
“ Glasgow Foundrvy Boys’ Reiigious Soci-
cty,” and I added €3 worth of articles of
my own, 50 as tn give all our teachers
something

The Fate missionarics drax their teach-
er’s yearlv allowance, (£6 I think it is, to
each teacher) now out of the * Foreign
Teacher's Supply Fund,” although most of
their teachers are Fateans,—and they are
quite right, I think, for there is no other
provision for the teachers, and 1 cannot
understand how their sapport is in any way
a legitimate charze on the missionary’s sal-
ary, even supposing his income would ad-
mit of such a charge.

He might, with equal fairness, be ex-
pected to meet that amoant of the mission
vessel's outlay incarred in visiting his sta-
tion from time to time to aid in advancing
the work on that particular island.

You will notice, in the Synod’s minutes
for this year, that tne interest of £100 stg.
helonging to a young lady in Dr. Steel’s
Sabbath-School, who died recently, is to
be given by her parents in support of a
teacher on Eromanga. Certainly this act
is a taugible proof of the interest those lov-
ing paren:s, called to part with a very dear
daughter, have in the on-carrving of God's
work in this island, and shows, also, that
their child was herself intcrested in the
same work ; hence the parents would feel
a double pleasure in thus appropriating the
interest of the money left by her.

I must not close without acknowledging,
with much gratitude, the sum of §50 from
St. Andrew’s Sabbath-School, Halifax, for
the suppors of a Catechist on this island.
How trving it mast be to Mr. and Mrs.
Goodwill and the Church, that the state of
Mrs. Goodwill’s health compels them to
leave this mission.

Yours, very sincerely,
H. A. Rosgxrson.

DiLrox’s Bar, Eroxaxga, }
Nev. 5th, 1874.

Rec. Win. McMillan, M. A., Sec’y B. F-
M. P. C. M. P. in con. Ch. of Scotland :
Rev. ax0 DEar Sin,—

Itis now almosttwo and s half years
since we were settled on this island, and

our Church has not had a report of owr
work among this people. 1 may here state
that I purposely did not write much to my
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Church, fearing a better knowledge of the
people and island would make it my duty
to tell you plainly I was wrong in my pre-
vious statements. The natives, (1 write of
our own island gare so fickle, su feeble, so
passionate, so superstitious and dark-heart-
ed, that they might, or may any day, drive
us from the many promising outpusts, by
the instrumentality of our own island
teachers, we now occupy ; and hence 1 have
sought to work along quietly, and, as it
were, feel my way among thewm.  For the
same reason I have said very little hitherto
about our work to you. Anditmay be 1
may yet have to contradict, each time I
write my Church, my previous letter.
‘What may be perfectly true of our natives
y may not bs so true tuv-morrow.
Therefore 1 ask you not to place under
lock and key, as so much capital, what 1
may state in this lctter, cven of our Chris-
tian natives—tor it you do, it may be that
some day either the writer or a brother-
missionary will be oblized, with a sad
heart, to tell you these bank-notes have
turned oat mere counterfits, aud never
had the King’s signature. But now I pro-
cced at once to dry facts, though, by the
way, few persons cver read reports; but
perhaps, if they were not forced under €o
many distinct heads, our friends might
read them. I prefer mine to stand much
as an annaal letter and report combined.

On the 26th June, 1872, the Luyspring
sailed north 10 Fate, the depatation on
board having the previons day conducted
us on shore and said a heart God-sj)eed,
then returned to the ship. The 27th June,
’72, then, wss the first time Mrs. Robertson
and I had cver sat at our own table and in
ourown honse. We fcit wehad, in coming
to Eromanga, undertaken a very important
work—a work far too great for any two—
a work, however, which might be equally
difficult on any other island of the group,
and, though a great undertaking, vet un-
der the leadership of Jesus Christ, we would
not labour in vain. Up to this time it was
looking forward to missien work, Lut now
we were actually at our own rtation, and
we felt, though we could never call Ero-
manga by thut endearing name Home, yet,
for the glory of God and the salvation of
immorta! souls here, we would gladly labor
on this loncly isle if our heavenly Father
thought us worthy to labor for the exten-
sion of His Son’s Kingdom.

‘We were prepard to find the island in a
very unsettied cendition, and we were not
mistaken. The murder of my dear friend,
Mr. James Gordon, brought the island al-
most to the verge of civil war. 1 trust
matters arc in a more settled state on the
island now, though the people of Portinia
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Bay, where Mr. Gordon was kilted, sre
still the determincd cuemies of all the Chris-
tian party,and will be unil (if they ever shall)
they themselves become Christian. We
found ahout scventy people here on ont ar-
rival, who had fled from various districts of
the opposite side (S. E.) of the island im-
mediately aftor the murder of Mr. Gordoa,
and had taken up their abode here. Most
of these professed Christianity, although
amony them there were those who were
anything but helpers to the cause. Alas!
this miserable class continue a blot on
Christianity. There were six church mem-
bers in full standing at the time of our
scttlement, and one school kept up rega-
larly four mornings of cach week ; also ser-
vice on Sabbath, and a praver ineeting on
Wednesday afternoon. hese services
were all held at this station.  As soon as
we could make ovrselves intellizible, we
commenced teaching, with the assistance of
the male church members. On the 11th of
January, ’73, I baptized 8 adults, 5 males
and 3 females, and one child. On the fol-
lowing day, the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper was dispensed to 15 persons. This
was our first communion on Eromanga
since our settlement. Oan the 6th of Janu-
ary the frame of our ncw house was blown
down by a severe hurricane, and very much
broken. The same hurricane carried away
our boat-house, threw down trees, made a
clean sweep of a whaling estallishment on
the opposite side of the stream, greatly
damaged the vative plantations and fruir-
trees, drove on shore a small steamer about
8 miles south of Dillon’s Bay, and, as you
know, made a total wreck of our little
Dayspring in Aneityum harbor.

On the 23nd of the same month, I cele-
brated three marrisges in the church, and,
as our young Christian chief (Naling) was
one of the happy grooms, and his half-bro-
ther another, we made some flags, and,
with variegated leaves, crected an arch near
the entrance to the church in order to make
the affair as gay as possible. So soon
as the marriage ceremony was over,
all the young men went out of the church
and formed themselves into a line in front.
Directly the happy brides and bride-grooms
had reccived the congratulations of the
congregation, they retired from the church,
and, just as they were passing under the
arch, on their way to a spot where & dinner
was provided and the flags were floating,
the young men fired a Roral Salute ()
with all conccivable kinds of guns, and
many of the guns equally dangeruus whe-
ther you stood in front, at the rear, or on
cither side of the person firing, aud Ishould
think, still more dangcrous to the courage-
ous youths who fired them. Ou the fol-
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lowing day we commenced re-framing our
house, and, on the 26th of April, one half
df it being finished, we moved into it, as
the old mission-house was very unhealthy.

The church members, &t my request, now
began to visit Cook’s Bay, and conduct
service with the people when there. And
as we closed our afternoon service on the
1st of May, we were able to visit near
districts in our boat-along with the church
members. In Angust I baptized five adults
—three males and two females—and tie
following Sabbath the Sacrament was
again dispensed here. This time theie
were 18 Eromangans and 2 Europeans
at the Lord’s table.

Immediately atter the¢ communion, we
had a large meeting with the chiefs and
people of Cook’s Bay and vicinity, and also
of the chiefs and people living near us,—
the object being to find out from them whe-
ther they really desired Christian teachers
or not. Of course the Couk’s Bay people
were only too glad, and the chiefs of two
places not far from Cook’s Bay, also pro-
mised to take teachers and protect them.
On this side two districts also promised to
take teachers at said meeting. I need not
say I was very much delighted with the
success of that day’s proceedings. We
were careful to warn them against deceiv-
ing us, as many of them had so often done
to all our predecessors ; but they said they
were true this time. Time alone will
Qrove whether they were sincere or not.

Ve proceeded to settle those tnachers who
were to go to the opposite side of the
island, first, in order to get the assistance of
those for this side to row our boat. This
trip we settled five, thus—two in Cook’s
Bay, one about four miles from the head
of Cook’s Bay, one about three milcs far-
ther in still, and one in Portinia Bay,
about two miles from where Mr. Gordon
was killed. Immediately after this we
settled two teachers aboat six miles south-
east of this (Dillon’s Bay) station, and one
about two miles N. W. of it. In October
we visited all the teachers of Cook’s Bay
district, aud the teacher near Portinia Bay,
and settled one teacher, with a good young
man to agsist him, though not a church
member, about fifty miles from Dillon’s
Bay ; and another, with his brother, near
Mr. G's premises in Portimia Bay. Abuut
a fortnight aftcrwards we again returned to
the last named place, and, with a crew of 15
young men, landed about a-mile from Mr.
G's walked on to the sad spot, and
fixed up Mr. G's grave, and brought on
here a fine church bell—a present to his
brother, Geo. N. Gordon, from friends in
P. E. Idand. Soon after our return home
we visited the three teachers placed near us,
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took down the names of those who wor-
ship with them, heard some of them read,
and, having pluced a trusty young man in
charge of the morning school at our own
station, and the young chicf and another
teacher to assist on Sabbath, we sailed for
Tanna in our boat on the 26th of November,
and our young men in charge of the boatre-
turned home in ber a few days afterwards.
Mrs. Robertson and I remained at Mr. and
Mrs. Watt’s, Kwamera, Taona, antil the
25th of April, when we went on board the
new mission vessel, and, after calling at
Fowuna, Aniwa and Port Hesolution to
deliver the missionaries’ supplies and mails,
we arrived at our own station on the 5th of
May, and found matters for the most part
in a satistactory state on the island. The
buildings were all standing, and had been
kept in good order, and the teachers allow-
ed to remain at their posts. A “ labour-
vessel” (!) had ealled here about a week
before our rewrn, and took away five
youngz men (three of them were our assist-
ants as herds, &c.) to Port McKay, in Bris-
bane. But though we were sorry for their
own sakes they had left the Island, we were
not long in getting lads as gcod to fill their
places.

While at Kwamera, in the month of
March, I had two scvere attacks of inter-
mittent fever, which left me very weak, un-
til about the middle of Jume. I suffered
much both at Kwamera and on our way
home in the mission vessel from the same
fever. Indeed I did mot get thoroughly
clear of iz until I went up to Ancityum to
the meeting of Synod. The Dayspring re-
turned from Santo, Nguna and Fate, on
Sabbath the 24th of May, with the mission-
aries on board ; also Rev. Dr. Steel, who
had come down in the mission vessel from
Svdney, chiefly to visit this mission-field.
The following day 1 joined them on board
the vessel, and, leaving Mrs. Robertson and
baby ou Eromanga, went on to Aneityam
to miceting of Synod. It was Mrs. R’sown
desire to remain, thongh I quite concurred
init. I was not long on hoard until I was
very sorry I had not cither taken Mrs. R.
with me or remained on Erumanga with
her.

COn the 23th of June the Dayspring was
again at anchor in our bay, and all the
northern mission families un board ac-
companicd me on shore, and remained with
us until the following afternoon, when they

rocceded to Fate and Nguna. I found

frs. R.and baby quite well, but much
sickness among the natives.  In August we
brought all our teachers to this station, and
on the 22ud of September I baptized ele-
ven adults,—nine males aud two females—
previous to the Sacrament.  On the follow-
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ing Sabbath it was our privilege te join
with twenty-six Eromangans and three
Ancityumese in commemorating our Sa-
viour's death. At Synod I asked the bre-
thren for the mission vessel for ahout a
week to visit round this island and settly
teachers, and, as my request was grarted, we
were taker on board here on the 30th of
September, and returned on the 5th of
October—having vizited three districts in
Portinia Bay, and placed a teacher at the
old stations, and four within Cook’s Bay,
and returned the teachers of those respec-
tive placces to their people. Weonly visited
one new district, namely, Potnareven, in
Portinia Bay. They wero very friendl’v,
and promised to take a teacher. He will
Jikely be piaced there next month it I can
get a gond day to take him therc in the
boat. We were anxious to visit Ifou, the
nearest peint of land of this island to Ani-
wa, bat the state of the weather prevented,
80 we ran on to this bay, and about eighteen
hours after we landed, the vessel proceeded
south to Aneityum, calling at Aniwa,
Tenrna and Fotuna.

Rev. Mr. Mur-ay of Aneityum, accom-
panied by his wife and sonr, were on board
this trip, and, besides calling at the new
stations poing north and returning south,
they visited Santo. Mrs. Roberison and
baby accompanied me in the vessel to Port-
inia Bay and Cook’s Bay, and we had the
pleasure of Mr. and Mrs. Murray’s com-

auy during this short uip. Mr. Murray

indly sccompanicd me op shore in the
boat 10 all the districts we visited, except
to the head of Cook’'s Bay, the most ad-
vanced, and by far the most important, sta-
tion on that side of the island. Mrs. M.
was not very well that morning, and hence
Mr. M, remained on board.

At one place where we all went in, the
natives were admiring very much Mrs.
M’s long black hair, Mrs. M. and Mrs. R.
were the first white ladies they had ever
seen at that district, and Mester George
Murray was the first white child they had
ever seen. He was qritc a lion with the
natives, especially with the chief. With
our visit 10 Cook’s Bay, Mrs. R. and 1
were especially pleased. When we were
Jeaving in the afternoon for the ship, 110
friendly patives accompanied us to the boat
tosee us off. The Portinia Bay people,
however, me not our friends, and we re-

uire W be very cautious when visiting in
that neighborhood, bat especially in their
own district, where Mr. Gordou had his
station, and where he was murdered by

Within the two points forming Cuook’s
Bay, we have now six teachers setiled, and
hope ncxt month to settle anothier.  Within
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Portinia Bay we have just now one teacher,
and hope shortly to place two more. On
this side of the island we bave thres teach-
ers scitled at near districts, and Naling, the
young chief, acts as tcacher at Dillon's

ay. Next month we hope to settle two
youths, who were admitted at our last com-
mauion to Church fellowship, at & prowmis-
iog village about four miles south of this
station. Ia short, we have eleven teachers
at work on the island, and hope soon to
settle four or five more.

Over the whole Island, between 450 and
500 attend Sabbath service more or less reg-
ularly. Out of these a large namber at-
tend  morning school for reading, praise
and prayer four days in each week, and
on dnesday  atfrer the weekly
prayer-meeting. But do pot put these
450 or 500 natives who attend church
down as Christians—would to God they
were! They are simply friendly natives
who attend Church on Sabbath, and
keep the Sabbath so far that they do no
work, though they talk of any subject thas
comes up first. They would do us no
harm, and call themselves * oveteme muf-
wake'’ or praying people, while they style
those who do not come to chusch, “ ove-
teme milcbokevat,” or (the) dard-hearted
people.  Of course we have the thirty church
members, and a large number more of very
nice people who are anxious to learn to
rcad, and are a very encouraging cluss;
and this is the class, under God, whe eu-
courage us in the gond Master’s work on
this dark island. It is only when we com-
pare them with their heathien countrymen
that we learn te value them justly. Low
a8 they still are, there is a mighty contrast
between them and the pure savage heathen
around on all sides. But our very best
Christian natives become mere babes the mo-
ment you institute & contrast between them
and professing Christians at home.

Last week J sent our young chief and
two other teachers to a district in Cook’s
Bay to attend to the teacher there, who we
heard was very ili. Befure returning home
they got up a party and visited Ifou,
knowing I was distppointed in nat heing
able to get there in ihe l)ays'pn'ny last
month. “They found a puriy of Pontinia
Bay people there before them, who told
the chief and his people not 10 take a teach-
er, or they would soon ail die. The con-
sequence was, that the peopls would not
come near our fricnds. m Portinia Bay
party seut word 10 the teachers who had
visited the Ifou people to be off at once,
not to sleep there that night, for “the
words of that place were very great agsinst
the gospel.”  However, they did sleep and
left next morning, after seeing one man of
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the pisce who told them the chief wished a
teacher until the Portinia Baf people came
und **made his heart bad.” This is the
first decided opposition hrougtt against our
work since our settlement. That people
(Portinia Bay} wiil neither enter the king-
dom of God themselves, nor let others who
would cnter in.  But we know who is ou
our side, and truth will sooner or later pre

vail over error. We have at this station
morning school four days in each week,
also Wednesdny prsyer-meeting.  On Sab-
bath we have & service from 9 to 10, and
from 10.15 10 11,15, A. M., snd Sabbath-
scheol from 3 to 4, P. M. After Sahbath-
schonl I have a Bible-class with three
voung womwen and three young men who
live on the premises. 1 call it Bible.class,
for want of & more appropriate serm. Mrs.
RR. has a class of little pirls on Sabbath, and
during the week she teaches them, besides
rerding and 2 livle writing, sewing. 1
have my class of six during the week, and
also latefy a class of 5 little boys. Mrs. R,
had, for a length of time, a large class of
women sewing, Lut had to give it up for
want of material,

The most cncouraging feature of our
watk by fur on this island, is the willing-
uess of those who worship to take books
and learn toread.  Often when discouraged
by the low state of Christianity of many of
those who profess it, and the amount of
crime indulged in by a certain class living
in Dillon’s Bay and neighborhoed, we are
not a litsle cheered when we see a gyoup of
men or women assisting each other in
reading God’s word—many learning with
lamp-ight in their bots to read the blessed
Word of Life. 1 preach less and teachmore
than I did, though 1 preach once or iwice
every Sabbath, and somctimes address small
gatherings at other distvicts near us. With
the natives you must take up one idea, and
hammer it into their hcads over and over
and over ever so many times before you
need think of impaning & second ides. ” In
all your teaching you require to be absolute
with the natives of these islands. There
are three small “Jands” not very distant
from Dillon’s Bay, where twe of the teach-
ers hold service on Sabbath, aud, when I
sppoint them to conduct service here, I go
10 those other districts mysclf.

In manual labour we have been kept
pretey busy at times, not from choice, but
trom necessity. We have always bad a
few natives willing to lend a helping hand,
while others, men and women, whom we
attend when in sickness and instract daily,
never do a hand’s tum for uws.  Since our
settiement we have had two Aneityum men
constantly with us, and, with their assist-
ance, most of my work has been done.  As

n

T thiuk I wentioned in a previous letter, I
have buift & new mission-house nearer the
sca, and in a much more healthy place
than the site of the old one. The new
house is 50x16 feet, and 9} feet post, with
a verandah 6 feet wide all round. We
have raised the new bhouse woll from the
groand by a stone and lime foundation,
which gave us some hard days’ work, bug
has made our house quite cool and dry,
and as healthy as could be in this low val-
lcy.  We have both enjoyed excellent
health since we moved ont of the old build-
ing. We have also built a small lime cook-
house with chimney, and two small lime
buildings, one for our Kromangaa lads,
and one for our two Ancityumese. In ua-
tive made buildings we have been more ex-
travagant, 83 we have huilt three hiouses for
our beat, and two for our cows, horse and
gouts, and three for the women and girle
who have been living with us. The hurri-
canc of ’73 carried away our first boat-
house, and the second was a poor affair,
and soon broke down, but the present ove
is an excellent native buildieg, and, unless
carried awayby the sea and hurricanes, wilt
last & long time. We have now commenced
two smalt buildings ronning back from our
present howse, to be divided into spare bed-
room, store-room, dining room and pantry.
I am making them out of native wood, and,
instead of thatch, the roof wlil be covered
with old zine taken off the old mission
house. As we huilt on a bed of stone, we
have had a great amount of work in clean-
ing up our premises, and it is still very
rough, but we hope to improve it yet. Out
of the stones we removed uff the premises {
got a salid stone wall or fence built, enclos-
ing our eutire premises. I employed six
Ancityom young men to build the stone
wall, apd they made an excellent iob of it,
and were very Jittle over three months atis.
The reed fences do not stand any time, and
are very frail affairs, though very pretty
whilst they last. Unless the sea or an
esrthquake throws it down, the stone fence
will stand for many a year to come. How-
ever, I would not have gone to the jabor of
making a stone fence had the stone nog
been on the spot.

We can get plenty of yams to buy from
the heathen, it we keep a good supply of
weed-—they are all great fobacco-eaters hiere,
both old mcn and children, young men and
maidens. They seem to be quite lost if
they have no tobacco—perfect slaves to it
There are just seven men on Eromangs
who do mot use tobacco, and they are all
teachers. But though a miserabie habit to
Jow races who become slaves to it, and so
disgusting to see women aud children use
it, still, if tobacco and its use were the
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greatest avils, it would indead be a small
matter. Buat, alas ! all sins are indulzed in
by the natives of Eromanga, and withouy a
blush.

None are more degraded than that class
of natives who have long been the right-
hand men of white traders. Their hearis
ara filled with all evil, and, ham wly speak-
ing, you mi#ht, with equal hopz of success,
preach the gospel to astone wall. Buthow
refreshing to turn from man to God's pro-
mises of the ultimate triumph of the gospel
over the whole world!  You must not think
all our professing Christian natives are
like these. No, no; some continue togive
us much encouragement in the Lord’s
work, and we are not ouly happy in the
good work, but attached to many of the
natives. They are mentally and physically
a very weak people, but a very interesting
mople, and we labor in much hope. We

ve, 80 far as knowa to us, no enemies

rsonally, and, except the people of Port-
inia Bay aund Unapaog, the Christian
party have no enemieseither. We countit
no small honour to labour where such men
a8 Williams, McNair, and the two Gordons
fell in the service of the King of kings.

Mrs. Robertson, baby and myself enjoy
excellent health. We will not sce the mis-
sion vessel or any of the missionaries for six
moaths to como. Remember us and our
work in your prayers.

I am, dear Mr. McMillan,
yours, very sincerely,
H. A. RoseRTsoN.

.

FHetter to the Ed'tor.

A Years Work in Georgetown,
P.E.L

Tae Maxsg, GEorgETOWN, P.EIL,
Jan. 25th, 1875.
Dsar Mr. EpITOR :—

Long will the year 1874 be wmemor-
able in our town, and in our Isle, as
¢~ the vear of Revival,” or rather as the
beginning of Revival. It was the third
year of my charge in this Parish, our
most anxious year, and our most success-
ful, by far. Well may we raise our
Ebenezer here, and gratefully own that
« Hitherto hath the I{oxm belpad us !

Our congregations are now entirel
self-supporting, as regards stipend. This
of itselt is proof of vast progress, if we
think of the state of affairs ten years
ago. But besides this, we have been
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enable 1 to eoatribute our quota rezalarly
to all the Schemes of the Chureh, and
to help other consrezations far and near,
while we have also been extending our
own horders, reclaiming old waste places,
building and repairing churches, insti-
tuting and sustaining Sabbath schools
and prayer meetings, an:l gatheriug in
a precious harvest of souls unto our
Divine Master.

Busides our regular quarterly collec-
tions for the Home and Foreizn Mis-
sions, and the Synod and Bursary Funds,
our people have given freely to the
Chiniquy and Paradis Missions. \We have
also given 357 to aid Mubray Harbour:
and we have given much more largely
to assist Montagne Bridge in building a
Church. Besides this, we have promptly
paid 8100 to the Widows’ and Orphans’
Fund, with the help of our brethren of
Orwell Head. At the same time we
have furnished our Manse, and com-
pleted the repairing and painting of
both Church and Manse, at a cost of,
several hundreds of dollars. And now
all is paid, a balance is left on the right
side, and we owe no man any thing but
mutual love. These things we write
not boastfully, but thankfully, as tokens
of God’s goodness. Indeed, our parish-
ioners often wonder how the money al-
ways comes, and how everything is
blessed and prospered with us, although
we are always giving away books and
tracts to the many children and Sabbath
Schools under our care. It is like the
miracle of the handful of meal and fhe
cruse of oil.

So far from expecting praise for these
things, we know very well that in more
wealthy congregations many a wiseacre
will lauxh at our rural contributions as
mere trifles; and s.othful ministers, too.
will sneer, because they feel hurt by the
contrast of their own negligence. But
the Divine Judgze will say ot the purse-
prouderitics, “ Thatwidow’s mite is more
than all their gifts;” and of the sloth-
ful minister, ¢ Cast the unprofitable ser-
vant into outer darkness.” If such per-
sons wish to escape final failure, let them
learn in time to be very diligent ; faith-
ful and grateful even for “the day of
small things.” Then shall they find out
our secret of success without end,

* And look the whole world in the face,
Aud owe not any man.” .
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And look the future world also in the this. May God our Saviour be ever
face with heavenly peace and love. witir them !

We have also been enabled to hel The great revival visitation in George-
several other congregations in P. E. 1. town began in March, 1874, during our
and in N. S, at communions, church fervent struggeles against intemperance.
opening, revivals and other services. The The traffic had grown daring and in-
most remarkable instance was with the solent. We laboured and prayed ver
congregations of the late Rev. Donald anxiously, humbly and unitedly. We
McDonald. 1 was appointed to take engaged many in the good cause. The
a friendly charge of them in their desti- chbildren of our Sabbath school stood up
tution. Our first meeting at Murray unanimously for temperance. The con-
River was not very encouraging. At gregation soon followed their examplein
our second meeting I had the charge of the prayer meeting. We formed a
dispensing the Lord's Supper among Temperance Leaguc, with written pledge
them at Ovwell Head, in their principal subseribed, as our forefathers entered
church. I found them most kind, obe- into their Solemn League and Covenant.
dient, and devoted.  In my third visita- We gained three hundred signatures.
tion in March. 1874, I spent a fortnight We assembled in the church every
in Revival services among them daily, eveniug for prayer. Night after night
with the help of the devoted Elders, at  the meetings were so Jarge that we dared
Orwell Head, Lot 61, Murray River, and not give them up. Still we had a hard
St. Peter's Road.  This was ascason of struggle. We prayed for revival, but
dear Christian fellowship. The congre- the spirit of prayer appeared to with-
gations stood up as one man for tem- hold. We waited and toiled long, and
perance, and those mcetings were the almost to despair. We asked help of
harbinger of our own revival in George- more favoured congregations in vain,
town. My fourth meeting with them We were in extreme danger of giving
was the crowning season of their com- up hope, and eftort too, when the dear
munion in July, 1874. Then they stood  destitute church at Orwell Head heard
up as one man for self-surrender to the our cry, and at once sent two of their
Lord; and again they stood up as one choicest Elders to our aid, Messrs. Ewen
man for Union among the Presbyterians Lamont and William McPhail. That
of the Dominion. I shall never forget very night, while they prayed with us,
that day. It seemed the dearest triumph  we saw the sign of revival. Though it
of my life. T could not refuse to go to was but as a little cloud like a man’s
DeSable and complete the covenant hand rising from the sea of Divine
among them all. There. too, they stood grace to the brazen sky of human de-
u{) in like manner, “a willing people in spair, yet the word was spoken, ** Behold
His day of power!” It melts my heart he prayeth!” Others followed quickly
whenever I think of it. And now those after, and, from that night forward, the
patient congregations are renewing their  drops fell from heaven until the clouds
vouth like the eagle’s nge. Their Sab- became so heavy as to be awful.  Many
bath schools and their prayer meetings cried out in terror and in tears, “Is
are flourishing anew, under the care of there mercy yet forme? O Lord, de-
their devoted Elders.  In proof of their liver my soul, I beseech thee!” Then
healthy Lfe and loyalty, the Orwell the Lord’s handmaids came up to help
Head Parish has given a unanimous call with His servants, and trampled the fear
to the Rev. John Goodwill, with a of man under foot. Scoffers shut their
suaranteed stipend of $900 yecarly. mouthsinawe. Young men and maidens,
Those who speak against them cannot old folk and children, boldly testified for
surely have understood them well. Jesus,and joined publicly in His service.
Again and again have I proved their Who can ever forget those days and
Christian submission and generous liber- nights of spiritual travail? Who can
ality.  Only, of course, they require that ever forget the Lord’s mercy in our ex-
we bring them the Lord's message, not tremity ? Who can ever forget the dear
man’s, and that we love souls very sin- pcople who came to our aid, though
cerely, and o to them as we would have without a minister themselves? Others
them do to us. And they are right in came afterwards, and we remember them
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too. Then for three months we con-
tinued to meet nightly in the church for
Vayer, praise, and instruction in the
Word of Eternal Life. Thu~ were our
discordant peoples melted and welded
together, as it were, into one mind and
heart. A door wasopened in heaven to
us, and we received an education in
prayer and psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, which will never dic.
ur revival was crowned with the Lord's
Supper, in perfect charity and withont
scandal. Its precious fruits are still
ripening day by day. Respectable people
one by one are giving up ai! connection
. with the pernicious liquor traffic. A
new era is evidently dawing upon us.

I have now baptized 338 persons in
this Island, besides some for other minis-
ters. We fullow the Scripture rule to
rebuke no one for bringing children to
Jesus. We suffer them to come, and
forbid them not. Even if the parents
cannot train them up in the nurture and
admonition of the JLord, yet, if they
humbly offer them to Jesus, we delight
to gather the young in our arms as He
did, and to carry them in the bosom of
His church. We can set guardians to
teach and train them as well as their
parents. Our Sabbath school teachers
are ‘“sponsors” indeed, not in name,
but in reality, which is better. The
minister is especially their guardian, and
it he and his Elders do their duty well.
they may hope to win not oaly the chil-
dren, but also the parents, for Jesus. We
have tried it well, and proved the
blessed truth of the promise, “ Whaso-
ever shall receive one such little child in
My name, receiveth Me.” It is foolish
as well as wicked to bind heavy burdens
of vows, and lay them upon the shoulders
of poor weak parents, and, if they can-
not bear them, to leave them and their
children in the outer mire, and not lend
them a helping hand, or so much as one
of our fingers to lighten their burden!
Nay! we will try to help them out, or
sink with them and die in the effort !

We have now twelve Sabbath schools,
but some of them are forced to discon-
tinue during, winter. The others are
flourishing. Four are situated on the
town roa?i, viz.,, at Georgetown, Rose-
neath, New Perth, and Albury Plains.
Four are in the Cardigan Section, viz., at
Woodville, Card‘gan Church, St. Peter'’s
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Road, and Peake’s Road.  The remain-
ing tour are in the Montague Section,
viz.,, at Lower Montague, Brudenel,
Montague Bridge, and Victoria Cross.
In these twelve Sabbath schools about
400 children and youth receive Gospel
instruction under 42 choice teachers.
Let every one of them, teachers and
scholars, do their duty for eternity in the
sight of the Lord Jesus.

Our parish extends fifteen miles in
length, by about twelve in greatest
breadth, and contains about 250 fami-
lies who hold to the Presbyterian
churches. T have to labour incessantly,
yreaching thrice every Sabbath, and
often during the week ; travelling much,
visiting and catechising. Much progress
is made. OQur people are building a
large church at Klontague Bridge. An
excellent site was most_generously pre-
sented by the Hon. Dr. Robertson. The
Feople are exerting themselves man-
ully, and the work goes on steadily I
have collected about one hundred pounds
from friends in Nova Scotia and Char-
lottetown, to aid them. I now preach
in the new church at Lower Montague,
at 3 p. m., every alternate Sabbath, and
at Montague Bridge on the same even-
ings at 7 o'clock.  Both sections have
greatly increased their subseriptions. In
Georgetown, the Christian Association
meets in the church every Sabbath at 3
. m., and is conducted by the devout
grethren, with very bencficial results.
At New Perth, also, and other places,
our Elders have been holding weekly
prayer meetings, and the reviving spirit
18 breathing far and near upon our Isle
and our world. We feel a patriotie
fondness for our church, our homes and
our country. We feel the power of
God's Word in oursclves, and see its
triumphs in the world. Life has to usa
new chsrm, as a social school for eternity
with God and with one another.

P. MeLvILLE.

——

Mgs. Davis, of Castle Street, Dum-
fries, has bought a property valued at
£1400, and deeded the same to certain
trustees, to be used as a manse for the
ministers of the parish of Greyfriars,
Dumfries, in connection with the Church

of Scotland.
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Che Sabbatly School.

LESSONS FOR APRIL.

FIRST SABBATH.

SUBJECT :—Ixrael’s Promisr, Josh 24: 14-
18. Golden Text, Josh. 24: 24. Read in
class, Josh. 24:1-25 Read at home and re-
fer to in class, 1 Kings 18: 17 21. Matt.
6:19-24. Luke 16: 19-21,

Joshua feeling his end at hiand summons
thke people over whom God had placed him,
and in whom he was so dceply interested,
and gives them his parting warning and ad-
vice. The difficulty he had found with them
was not unwillingness to serve Jehovah, hut
a tendency to serve Him only outwardly,
and to serve other gods at tlie same time.

First, from the mouth of the Lord, be re-
minds them of all the good the Lord had
done them; then on that he grounds Lis
charge, ‘‘now therefore fear the Lord and
serve Him in sincerity and treth, and put
away the gods, &c.” *‘And if it scem evil
to you to serve the Lord™ wholly, realize
that you cannot be His people at all, .and
choose some other whom yoa will serve,
To help them to decide aright he declares
his own determinatian that he and hishouse
should serve the Lord. The people imme-
diately responded, expreesing their abhor-
rence of the idea that they should forsake
the Lord, and declaring their determinatinn
to serve Him, who had done so great things
forthem. Joshuaanswers in strange words,
ver. 19. The meaning seems to be, you can-

«not serve the Lord if you continue as yon
have becn, half hearted in the matter ; God
will not allow his peaple to serve or worship
any other ; do not think He will wink at this
or allow it to go unpunished ; if you there-
fore do it He will turn and destroy you.
(Explain to the children the difference be-
tween the evil temper which we now com-
monly mean by the word *jealousy,” and
the holy mind of God which will not allow
the horrible sin, which is also the ruinous
injury to ourselves, of having any other
god beside him). See illustration in *‘The
King's Highway,” chap. 3. The people on
this declared anew their determination to
serve the Lord, whereupon Joshua made a
convenant with them : see ver. 22-25,

Human nature is the same at all times.
It is the same tendency which is now one of
the great dangers to which men and children
in our Churches are liable. Not unwilling
to serve the Lord—like it, beauty of it,
music of worship, to hear preachers (comp,
Ezek. 33 : 30-32) attend Sabbath School, &e.,
affords pleasing excitement, gratifies natu-
ral religious cravings, silences conscience,
affords a degree of comfort and support, and
hope of help from God. Yet tends to restin
merely superficial and external, to fear the
Lord, and yet serve other gnd (see 2 Kings
17:33). They like God's favour and His
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sorviea, ¢l it in‘erferes with other desives.
(Explain what is apiritual idolatry, compnre
Col,3:5. TukeB8:13, 2Cor. 4:4. *“God
of this world.” Thus the sad spectacle of
children and older persons nominally Chris-
tinn, vet not sincerely and entirely serving
Christ. through love of pleasure, or of praise,
or of money, and thiz dovile scrrice impnasi-
ble The Lord orother god, not both, Matt.
6: 24 Compare Joshua *followed the
Lord wholly.” We only decrive ourselves if
we think to serve Him with half our hearts.
We shall only reap disappointment.

Various gods were temptations to the
Israelites. So now, choose one, or choose
God alone. A CHOICE MUST BE MADE. God
has a right to our service, but that service
must Le the result of our own free, intelli-
gont chaice. Many if brought to this point
will shrink with horror from forsaking God,
who if not pressed to choose will long con
tinue trving to serve bnth.

Which is the best choice? Joshna's and
the peoples, * We will servethe Lord,” Com-
nare the services required, the profit and
loss to ourselves, putting even at the high-
est the advantages of serving other gods,
and disadvantages of serving the Lord.
Then the facts of the case as seen in ordi-
nary experience. Here considering the
duration, compare Matt. 16: 24--27, Luke
16: 19-31. Which is the right choice?
Consider God's character, His relation to
us, His love and goodness to us. So did
Joshua, compare Rem. 12: 1.

NECESSITY OF DECINION, Must not he va-
cillating ; calm!ly consider, select, and be de-
cilded : compare Kings 18 : 21, and illustrate
by evil of vacillating in choice of a busi-
nees for life, to courses of action, &e. It is
well often to renew consideration and devise
necessity for immediate decision, sooner the
hanpier. Ps. 90:15. Time in which to de-
cide may be short ; awful danger in delay ;
‘““now is the accepted time.,” 2 Cor. 6: 2,
Mluctrate by examples from life,

NFCESSITY FOR PURLICLY DECLARING GUR
cunler, compare Matt. 10: 32, 33 ; Romans

HEtA
SECOND SABBATH.

SuRIRCT :—TVie promise broken, Judges 2:
11-16. Golden Text, Ps. 106 : 13.

The title, the promise hroken, is not
strictlv accurate. The promise made by the
precedinz generation was not broken by
them. The promise was, “ We will serve
the Lord.” and sothey did.  *‘ Israel served
the Lord in the days of Joshna, and all the
davs of the elders that outlived Joshua.”
This was a new generation. Exodus begins,
*“There arose2 nup a new king which knew not
Joseph.” Judges begins, *‘There arose up
a new generation which knew not Joshua.”
Still more sad, *“ Which knew not the
Tord ” The generation which made the
nomise, 8o far from breaking it, were par-
ticnlarlv faithful. ¢ They soon forgot his
works,” does not apnly to them. On the
contrary, ‘‘ We search the sacred history in
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vain, from the exodus to the osptivi):{. for
another generaﬁon that was so faithful to
Jehovah.”

Notice here, however, that by the same
individual who makes promise of obedience,
that promise is often broken. We have two
things in the lesson. 1st. The sin. 2und.
The punishment. * They forsook the Lord,
and served Baal.” ¢ Hedelivered them in-
to the hands of spoilers.” Their sin soon
found them out. Our sins will lead to
similar consequencos. We will be spoiled of
our peace, spoiled of om joy, spoiled of our
suocess, in the Lord’s work. Sin, sorrouw,
weakness—on the other hand, holiness, jou,

They forsook the Lord—bere is
their sin. They were delivered into the
hands of spoilers that spoiled them—here is
their sorrow. They could not any longer
stand before their enemies—here is their
weakness. On the other hand, when God
saves, He also strengthens and makes glad.
*“They of Ephraim shall be like a might
man, and their heart shall rejoico as throug!

e,

They forsook ‘‘the Lord God of . their
ﬁtherln)," this :fnggravate. gheir nin,fa)llxld re-
calls, by way of contrast, the song of Moses,
*My father's God, and I will exalt him.”
The t majority, perbn\u, of the children
to whom our Teachers will explain this les-
son, are the children of Christian parents.
Oh! let them understand how awful the

vation of their guilt, if they forsake
“‘the Lord God of their fathers.”
*‘ Nevertheless the Lord raised them up
” We are entering on the study of
the period of the judges, and have three
subsequent lessons from this book, two
about Gideon, and one about Samson.
Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon,
Abimelech, Tola, lair, Jepthath, Ibzan,
Elon, Abdon, Samson and Eli, were judges
of Israel in succession. *‘ Hegave unto them
judges about the space of four hundred and
fifty gars, until Samuel the prophet.”
(Acts 13: 20) *“My people have forsaken
me,” is the complaint makes of his peo-
le, by the prophet Jeremiah. *‘The evil
eart of unbelief,” departs from the living
God, (Heb. 3:12). What a sad picture the
lesson presents. The faithful old soldier
in Timnath-heres. The faithless generation
that follow after forgot that the stone under
the oak in Shechem is a witness againat them.

THIRD SABBATH.

SuBJecT :—The call of Gideon. Judges
6:11—18. Golden Text, Matt. 28 : 20.

Gid is introduced to us threshing
wheat by the wine-press—that is, in a place
more con: than the usual threshing-
floor, that it might escape the marsuding
Midianites. For we find in v. 3 that ““ so it
was, when Israel had sown, the Midianites
came up...... and destm{ed the increase of
the ” and * Israel was greatly impov-
erished because of the Midianites.” Israel
had forsaken the Lord,—now according to
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Q@idesn’s mournful utterance, *‘the Lord
had forsaken them.”

In considering the call of Gideon, notioe
1st, Gillcon's woakness ; 2nd, Gideon made
stroag in ths Lord and in the power of Hiy
mizht. His woeakness lay in his unbelief.
“ If the Lord be with us why is all this be-
fillen us.” Sait often is with ourselves.
“The Lord's hand is not shortened that it
cannot save,” but our iniguities separate be-
twoen us aud our God. (ha.vin no faith in
God, he has no faith in himself. ¢ Where-
with shall I save Israel? Behold my famil,y
is poor, and I am the least in my father’s
house.” 8o Moses, ‘O my Lord.....I am
slow of speech and of a slow tongue.” The
Lord’s answer to Moses was, “‘Goand I
will be with thy mouth.” The Lord’s ans-
wer to Gideon is similar, * Go, and in this
thy might......surely I will be with thee.”
We are apt t1 confound unbelief with humi-
lity, a very dangerous mistake, and one
which all Christians have need to guard
against. Gideon was weak when he looked
to himaelf, and so will we if we follow his
example.

2nd. Gideon made strong. “I will be
with theo.” The work will be easy when I
am with thee. The golden text points to
the source of the Christian's strength in &
similar promise, ““Lo, I am with you al-
way.” His strength lay in the word of
God. Further on we find him attaining to the
full measure of lis strength, when ‘“the
Spirit of the Lord came upon him.”

Without the Word of we are weak,
and when like Gideon we are clothed with
the Spirit of the Lord then we are strong

indee
FOURTH SABBATH. °

SUBJECT :—Gideon’s Army, Judges 7 : 1-8,
QGolden Text, 1 Sam. 14: 6. Read, also.
1 Cor. 25-29,

V. 1.—~Jeruhbaal. This name is connect-
ed with the first great event in his public
life. See Chap. 6:32. Themen of thecity
had wished to put Gideon to death, use
hie destroyed the altar of Baal, and Joash
said, “Will ye ?lwd for Baal -let him
})lead for himself.” Christians often plead

or the wotld. The world is quite able to
pleul for itself.

Rise up early. So Joshua, when pre
ing to croas the Jordan (Josh. 3: 1) and af-
terward when preparing to take Jericho,
(6:12) “rose early in the morning.” So
Jesus when preparing for the work of the
day, ‘‘in the morning, rising up a great
while before day, went out, and departed
into a solitary place end there prayed.”
Early rising for work, early rising for prayer.
** Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might.” Eccles. 9: 10.

V. 2.—The people too many. “‘Lest the;
should say, our band is hiqh, and the
hath not done sll this.” *'That your faith
should not stand in the wisdom of man, but
in the power of God.” No 1estraint to the
Lord to save by many or by few. By two
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men, called and chosen and faithful, (Rev.
17:14). The Lord has recently becn saving
thousands of souls, Gideon's little armny
going againat the Midianites, has its inodern
counterpart in the mission of Moody and
Sankey among the British masses. *‘ God
hath the weak things of the worll to
confound the things that are mighty.” (1
Cor. 1:27).

V. 8.—** Whosoever is fearful and afraid.”
In the laws respecting war, {Deut. 20: 8).
“The officcrs shall speak unto the people
and shall say, What man is fearful and
faint hearted let him return,” and tho reason
is given, ** lest his brethren’s hecrt faint as
well as his heart.” So, too, in Christian
work and warfare, courage is contngious.
Pliable will not make a good pilgrim.  Our
ﬁm}é galll thbis ** counting the cost.” Judges

V. B5.—Ervery one that larpeth. Powirg
down upon the knees to drink was taken
as an indication of the absence of carnest
impetuosity. *‘ Lapping water in this way
was considered as a mark of sobriety and
activity, and distinguished the manly and
active soldier from the more dainty and
fecble.” Thislappingis described as * throw-
ing up water into the mouth with the hollow
of the hand, as rapidly as the dog laps.”
With these 300 men, Gideon went torth in
the spirit of King Asa, *“Lord it is nothing
with thee to belp whether with many, or
with them that have no power.” Many are
oalled, but few chosen, or ‘‘choice ones.”
Matt, 20: 16.

e
Hews of the Chureh.

Nova Scotia.

Tue Manse of St. Andrew’s, Halifax,
has been completed, occupied and paid
for. About three years ago, it will be
remembered, the new Church was built,
at a cost of about $30,000; and now, 1n
addition thereto, we have much pleasure
in recording the fact that the manse is
the property of the Church, without
debt, claim or encumbrance of any kind
upon it. It stands upon a lot of land
adjoining the Church, and all together
the property 18 second to none in the
Dominion, for beauty, completeness and
convenience.

We recognize the old names coming
to the front again, which we noticed on
the occasion of the building of the
Church. For the information of those
interested, we give the list of contribu-
tors:—Alex. McLeod, $1600; John
Gibson, $1000; proceeds of Bazaar,
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€822; James Thomson, $400; Mrs.
Bauld, Senr., $400; Capt. J. Taylor,
$250 ; Mrs. Taylor, £250; Wm. Bauld,
$200; John T. Fraser, $100; Philip
Thom‘}»son, #50; John Taylor, Elder,
$25; John Dilworth, 825; Jas. Reeves,
$20; William Hampton, 85; William
Trail, 85 ; Robert McFadden, $§1—Total,
&5153.

But when the transaction came to be
finallv wound up, it was found that the
cost of the building (36566) exceeded the
contributions by the sum of $1418. It
was a somewhat serious position for the
Trustees to be landed in ; nevertheless
one of them, the Chairman, Joux
Gissox, Esq., proved equal to the oc-
carion, and gave, in addition to his
original contribution of 81060, a cheque
for the sum required ($1413), in or-
der to free the Manse of debt, thus
wmaking his contribution toward the
Manse amount to the handsome total of
8:2413’.’ “ The Lord loveth a cheerful

iver.

May there be much good done in and
around the new Manse of St. Andrew’s,
and may the good work be prosecuted
with vigour curresponding to each mark
of material p. which of late we
have bad the pleasure, from time to time,
to chronicle.

TAE Female Benevolent Sociegy of
St. Andrew’s, Halifax, has published its
annual report for 1874,  The Treasurer’s
account shows the following figures :

Ce.

Received for Garments sold..........$59 20
**_in Subscriptions.... .
Balauce from 1873. ........

Da.

Paid Women for work........

** Discount for selling work. .... s

“  For Cotton, &c., &C.v vuvens

¢ Duonatious in money, &ec......

“ Printing Reports ... .......... 200
Balance on hand................ e 2811

$130 28

GARMENTS, WORK, &C.

Number of Garmeats seld.............. 121
b o given away....... &4

made........ 168
Garments and material ou hand........None
Number of Women employed... .....
Rev. 8. McGrEGOR left Halifax on
the 25th ult., for Scotland, whither he

(13 t“
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has gone to present the claims of the
extensive mission ficld in British Colum-
bia to the sympathy of the Mother
Church, and in the hope of obtaining the
services of misionatics to labor there.
He expects to be absent between two
and three months.

S8assatu ScinooL wark in the city
churches has been vigorousll{ cavried on
during the past year. KReports have
been presented, showing good results,
but we have been unabla yet to secure a
copy, or get the substance of them either.

P. B. Island.

The Church in P. E. Island has to
lament the loss of an active and warm
friend in the person of one of her El-
ders, of whom the Rev. T. Duncan thus
writes -~

It is with sincere regret we record
the death of the late Alex. Roberteon,

., St. Peter’s Road. For somé months
he had been in declining health.  Still
there was nothing to alarm hix family,
until Monday the 25th ult. Although
confined to the huuse for about a fort-
night previously, yet no scrious danger
was apprehended, his conversation being
lively as usual, and the only depressing
symptoms being his apparent indifference
or inability to walk about as was his
wont. On Monday, however, an alarm-
ing change was seen to take place about
midday, and from that he gradually
sank, until in he evening of Weduesday,
the 27th, he breathed his last, aged 72.
As an old residenter in our midst, as a
man of active enterprize, of public
spirit, and especially as an elder and
warm supporter or our Presbyterian
forms in connection with the Kirk, as well
asa man of liberal Christian sympathy, it
is our duty—however sad at present—
and our pleasure—however mingled with
sorrow for his decease—to record bis
name as one who loved his country well,
and worked for her prosperity.

Mr. Robertson arrived on the Island,
in company with his father, in the year
1818. He was a native of the * Fair
City "—as it is called—of Perth, Scot-
land. Although a young man when he
left, yet even to his last hours, how his
memory loved to linger around the old
scenes of his boyhood, with an affection
that time secmed only the more to hal-
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low. Ilis native land—old Scotland—
was dearer than his city, and I suppose
one of the last Ylnces—except the
Church—in which Mr. R. was seen, was
at the annual gathering of the Scottish
Socisty, November last. .

Of his politics, it may not be deemed
necesary that these columns should say
mare than that his energy carred him
oftentimes into this ficld, and he was al-
waysa warm an stoadfast snpporter of
the cause he espoused. Let his opinions
be what they may—and of course men
must have British liberty, and will not
all agree—yet we can honestly say that
his friends, at all evonts, were often in-
debted to his warmnth and zeal.

In the quieter walks of life—for the
political arena is one oftentimes of fierce
and unrelenting contest—-he took his
part first as a member and zealous friend
and supporter of the Agricultural So-
ciety, where only the lxig’fner philanthro-
phies prevail, and where, undisturbed, &
farmer can devote a portion of his time
and talent and energy to the advance-
ment of the more abiding interests of, at
least, one class of the community—his
brother farmers. And, of course, in
promoting the best education of the dis-
trict, at all events, in which he lived, he
was zealous. We refer to this fact only,
because, even his friends being judges, he
was onc of the prominent men whose
presence must be missed.

But valuable as his services in these
departments may have been, we would
rather record and love to dwell upon
his activities in and for the Church of
Jesus Christ. The date of his member-
ship cannot be exactly ascertained, but
it is many, mary years since he pro-
fossed to have rec .ved a change of
heart, and made an open confession of
« faith in the Lord Jesus.” Since then—
doubtless with many a conflict—he has
beld fast that which God had given him,
and not many men could show, at proper
times, more Christian sympathy. Over
twelve years ago, at the formation of a
Session for the new Church at St. Peter’s
Road, he was chosen an elder. The
importance of that office, or the opror-
tunities for doing Christian work which
it affords, it would be difficult to over-
rate. In this sphere of Christian action,
the writer believes he was diligent and
anxious even zbove the common rate.
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We have often known him at the sick
and dying bed speaking of the love of
Jesus for the perishing sinner, and seek-
ing to accompany the soul in its suppli-
cations at a throne of grace. At the
public ministration of the Worid, he was
never absent, save by the severest necess
sity. And at Session, and in Presbytery
and Synod, when it was his duty to
fepresent the congregation's interests, he
wus faithful to his trust. In the Union
debate he was always foremost, entreat-
ing that we might be one. Perhaps the
tenderest scene in our metnory is as we
have scen him at 70 years of age teach-
inﬁ' his class ot children in the Sabbath
8chonl, telling them the story of God's
love in Christ for the little ohes of the
flock, and denying himself that comfort
and ease, which he yet gave willingly
for the cauve.

His last hours were marked by a sense
of deep abasement in the sight of God
and true ccntrition—for the Lord loveth
the contrite spirit. Then again casting
himself once for all and fully upon the
Saviour, he found again and for ever
that ¥ULL SALVATION, which Jesus
alone can give, but which He gives un-
reservedly to all who in sincerity eall
upon His great name.

Upper Provinces.

Tae consideration of the Union Bill
was taken up in the Legislative Council
of Quebec, after having passed the As-
sembly almost unanimously, and the

al influence of Rev. Gavin

ard others was brought to bear
upon the Private Bills Comtittec in
such a way that that Committee actually
undertook to reject the Bill; but the
Council very wisely declined to adopt
their repori. The action of the Com-
Iittee is not very much to be wondered
at when we remember that three of the
four gentlemen composing it were

Roman Catholics. But such conducton t

the part of Mr. Lang was gltogether un-
expected by the frigndo o? (l’f:ion. and
much excitement naturally followed the
announcement, and steps were imme-
diately raken to represent to the Coune
cil the views of the Church sjon the
subject. Large meetings were held in
Moatreal, petitions drawn up and sign-
ed, ard an influential depatation sent to
Quebec. At ‘Toronto, the FPremier

9

Hon. 0. Mowatt, presided at & public
meeting, which condemned in it
terms the action of the Committee; an
while these things were going on, the
vencerable Dr. Cook, of Quobec, was
aying his respects to the Legislative
ouncil, and Mr. Ferrier in icular,
the only Protestant on the Comnmittee,
who had been led to give his assistance
to defeat the measure.  The delegation
from Montre. consisted of very influen-
tinl men, one of them being Professor
Murray, of Macgill College, an Elder in
St. Andrew's (Kev. G. Lung's) Chureh.
Some of his remarks are extremely ses
vere, but Mr. Lang could scarcely ex-
pect to be handled wore gently after
making himself so vek? unpopular with
all honorable men. He (Prot. Murray)
said he was a member of 8t. Andrew’s
Church, of which Rev. Mr. Lang was
minister, and came down to represent
the congregation at the earnest request
:*f: h‘i's brother elders m:lt‘lholher mewbers
the congregation. e congregation
of 8t. Andrew's stood in a pectﬁiar posi-
tion, on account of the stand its minister
had taken. About a year ago that con-
gregation had voted by a majority in
favor of union. Although on the ocea-
sion of that vote & number of members
were absent, he had still the best reason
for believing, having made careful per<
sonal enquiry, that a large majority of
the whole congregation were in favor of
union. He hid never “eard of any one
in the congregation who would have of
fered opposition to union it'it were not
out of personal regard for their Minister.
The congregation felt that it was natu-
raily cliﬂncuﬁ.‘for Mr. Lang, baving but
recently come to this country, to under-
stand the nature of the ecclesiastical difS
ficulties which existed here, and they
also understood and appreciated his dis-
inclination to sever his connection with
the parent Church at home} but when
hey found that his action in this matter
!nuiy led to such serious results; and might
operate to prevent union, they decided
to take some steps to show the Commit-
tee what were the real feelings of the
congregation on the question of union.
Heu assured the Committee, and even
Mn Lang, that the latter's conduct in
this nt(:lonneetion had nia‘n:'snch a storm
of indignation is own congre*
grtion as would make it exceedingly
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difficult sor that gentleman to face them
again. Ile (Dr. Murray) would urge
this Commiittee, in the most solemn man-
ner, to refrain from doing that which
would render Mr. Lang's lite miserable
if he remained in the Province.

Mr. Drommond, another member of
the duputation, said he had long been a
member of St. Andrew’s Church, and
could confirm what had just been said
by Dr. Murray as to the very strong op-
bosition aroused in that chuveh against

r. Lang on account of his conduct in
this matter. Last year there were only
two congregations in the province op-
posed to union, that of Lachine, and that
of St. Matthew's, Montreal; to-day the
former was almost unanimously in favor
of it, and the latter declined to offer fur-
ther opposition. In St. Andrew’s cight
vut of twelve elders were in favour of
union. All the Trustces were either
favourable or neutral, ind he fult he
could safely say of the young men that
they were also very largely in favor or'it.

Of course Mr. Lang was somewhat
taken aback, and intinated his intention
not to remain minister of St. Andrew’s
any longer than St. Andrew’s belongs to
the Church of Scotland.

After a long private discussion the
Committee reported favourally, even
Mr. Ferrier seeing his way clear to sup-
port the bill, andg the Council adopted
the report.

St. ANDREW's CHURCH, Quehec, has
been thoroughly renovated and im-
proved, and, in addition to other im-
provements, possesses a new pnipit and
a new organ.

Rev. TELESPRORE BROUILLETTE, a
probationer of the Canada Preshyterian
Church, has accepted a call to Valcar-
tier, in connection with the Church of
Scotland, and entered upon his duties.

Tue annual report of St. Andrew's
Church, Montreal, for the past year,
shows a total revenue from all sources of
$9,791.43. Reccived from pew rents,
$5,561.31; Sabbath day collections,
$1,933.83; missionary and benevolent

urposes, $1,677.41. _The stipend is the
argest paid to any Presbyterian minis-
ter in the Dominjon. The organist and
choir were paid $1,008, and the sexton,
8300. 300 copies of the “ Presbyterian”
were distributed.
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A Mission Chapel has been opened on
Forfar Street, Montreal. Its cost was
about $5000.

Rev. Mgr. WiLkiNs has been ap-
pointed, by the Presbytery of London,
1o accompany Rev. Mr. Tanner on a
visiting tour to the leading congrezations
of the \Vest, in the interest of the French
Canadian Mission, in refercuce to which
a circular appears in another column.

Rev. DoNanLp FRASER, of Priceville,
has accepted the call from the congrega-
tion of Saugeen,—which has for some
time past been one of the mission fields
of the Church.

In the matter of presents, the Preshy-
terian finds it almost impossible to do
more than enumerate them. Rev. A.
11. Cameron, who was recently inducted
into the congregation of Mountain and
South Gower, was presented on Christ-
mas day with a bhandsome cutter and
robes; Miss Douglas, who has been a
teacher in St. Andrew’s Church Sabbath
School, Kingston, for fifty years. became
the recipient of a beautiful gold watch
and chain, and a purse containing fifty
dollars, on Cbristmas eve, from her ex-
pupils; Rev. W. J. Canning, Oxford,
on his return from a visit to the old
country, was kindly remembered by his
people ; Rev. Walter Ross, of Pickering,
about New Year's, was similarly dealt
with; Rev. W. Aitken, of Vaughan, on
his return frem a visit to Lixﬁithgow.
Scotland, received a horse and beaatiful
robe to make hie labors light and com-
fortable ; Rev. Mr. Waist, of Waterdam,
had a fine cutter and purse of money
given him; Mr. Archiball MecIntyre,
who bas been for twenty years the pre-
centor at Fergus, reccived a watch and
complimentary address; Rev. John Gor-
don has been presented with $100 and
other zood things, by a party who visit-
e the manse at North Dorchester during
the holidays; and, at the anniversary of
the London Efst Mission Sabbath School,
of which Mr. Gordon is the Superinten-
dent, the children presented him with a
writing desk, and the parents gave him
a purse of money. In addition to these,
his stipend has been increased.—Rev.
Mr. Morrison, of Owen Sound, and Rev.
W. Anderson, have each received s
purse of money, as well as Rev. E.



THE CHURCH

McLaren, who, on Christmas eve, was
presented with $100,

Sootland.

SECOND LIBERAL MONEY PRESEN-
taTION To REV. C. M. GRANT WitiN
A YEAR.—Yesterday a deputation trom
the Jadies of St. Mary’s congregation,
Partick, waited on their minister, the
Rev. C. M. Grant, B. D., and presented
him with a purse containing 141 sover-
cigne, in gratetul recognition of his uctive
ministrations, and as expressive of kind-
Iy regaras and best wisnes on the ocea-
siun of his marriage.—Glasgow Laily
News, Feb. 2nd.

Cuurca EXTENsION AND TiEATRE
DESTRUCTION AT ONE AND THE SAMK
TiME.— The Aberdeen Theatre-Royal
has been bought by the Church of Scot-
land Extension Schewe Commnittee tor
£1160.

ABoLiTiON OF PaTRONAGE.—Of the
1200 parishes of the Church of Scotland,
the presentation to about one-sixth was
held by the Crown, and to nearly halfor
the whole nuwber by private patrons.
In the Act abolishing patronage, the
Crown made over its rights to the con-
grﬁations as a free gitt, and the great
noblemen, such as the Duke of Argyle,
Duke of Buccleugh, Duke of Sutherland,
Earl of Zetland, Duke of Richmond,
followed the good example. Swaller
patrons, holding in all about 200 parishes,
lave applied for cowpensation under the
Act. ‘the sam allowed themn is to be
one year's salary of the parish, and the
minister has to pay it in 4 years.

Rev. F. R. McDoxNALD, of Martyrs®
Church, Paisley, was recently waited
upon by sowe friends in Glasgow, and
presented with a souoenir of his connec-
tion with the Barony Chburch, viz, a
gold watch and time mece, winch he was
asked to accept *as a token of the good
feeling (to usc the words of Mrs.
Buchanan, the lady who presented the
gitt), towards you, which 1 can most
truly ass.re you is universal in that old
Church, with which you were for a time
connected.” Mr. McDonal¢, of course,
replied to the very flattering address in
bis usual felicitious wanner. in-
scription on the watch is as follows :—
“ Presented, along with a time-picce, to
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the Rev. Finlay R. McDonald, as a
small token of the affection and esteem
which is felt for him by the members of
the Barony Church.  Glasgow, January,
1875.”

Rev. J. S. Muig, minister of the
pavish of Cockpen, and brother of the
Convener of the Colonial Committee,died
at Montone, in the South of France, on
23rd Decenber last.

Rev. THos. CAMPBELL, a minister ot
the Free Church of Scotland, has ap-
plicd to the Presbytery of Glasgow, tor
admission to the Established Charch.
LLis application will be torwarded to the
General Assembly.

UN1vERSITY OF GLAsGow.—In con-
nection with the protest agrinst the
validity of Mr. Disracli's election to the
office ot Lord Rector, on the ground that
undue intlacnce had beoen exercised by
cortain of the Professors who presided at
the poll, the secretary of the Indepen-
dent Club has received intimation trom
the secretary of the University Club,
that, * on examining their powers under
the statute, and relative ordinances, it
was found that the Court had no power
to entertain the question of the validity
of a Lord Rector’s election.”

Rev Di. GorpoN, minister of New-
battle, is to be proposed assecoud Clerk
of the General Assembly.

A $5000 Bazaar.—The Bellahous-
ton Parish Church bazaar was formally
openerd by Mr. Alex. Whitelaw, M. P,
the Rev. John McLeod, of Govan,
amd other gentlemen. The bazaar
realised the bandsome sum of £1050.

A BARONETCY, it is said, is about to
be conterred on Mr. Baird, who, not
content with giving half'a million pounds
to the Church of Scotland, contemplates

iving @ similar sum to the Scottish
Noncountormist Churches.

Deax StaNcry, as Rector of St.
Andrew’s University, has appoiated the
Earl of Elgin as his assessor.

CoxVERsION oF JEWS IN Rev. Dx.
Moxro's Parisu, Canpaig.—ln the
Parish Ciwrch at Campsie, on a recent
occasion, & Jewish funuly, consisting of
husband, wife, and five children, public-
ly renounced the faith of their fathers,
and reccived Christian baptism.
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Intellipence.

Protestant Ladies’ College.

We are very glad to see that a move
bas been wmade in the matter of a Protes-
tant Ladics™ College, the necessity tor
which was pointed out in these pages a
tew months ago. A public inecting was
held in Pictou recently, to consider the
Prospectus of the proposed institution,
the Mayar in the chair, and Mr. McKay
of the Academy, Secretary.  The meet-
ing was quite large, including the lead-
ing citizens and sowe gentlemen from
the country. Rev. Mr. McCunn, of
River John, opened the mecting with
praver. After the address from the
chair, the difficrent clauses of the Pros-
pectus were adopted seriatem by the
meeting ; Rev. A. W. Herdman, A. M.,
Robert Campbell, KEsq., Rev. A. Ross,
A. M., Ww. Gordun, Esq., Rev. Jaues
Bayue, D. D, C. Dwyer, Ex, Rev.
James P. Sheraton, and Rev. W. C.
Brown, taking part in the discussion.
The test unanimity characterized
the remarks of all the speakers as to the
desirability, the advantages, aud the
method ot carrying out the scheme, and
the resolutions were carried without the
least manifestation of dissent. The col-
lege is proposed to be modelled on the
same plan as the Ottawa Ladies’ Col-
lege, which plan appeared to make it
quite practicable to give satisfaction to
stockholders, and a cheap, yet superior,
education to the ladies of the Province,
who would avail themselves of its privi-
leges. It was expected that tuition,
board, books, etc., would cost unly about
$200 per annum.

On motion of Jeseph Gordon and J.
R. Noonan, Esqrs.,a Commitice was ap-
pointed to take charge of the furthereale
of shares, and obtain from the Legisla-
ture an Act of Incorporation.

The following is the

PROSPECTUS.

“ There nowhere exists in the Province
of Nova Scotia, a Public Non-Sectarian
Institution devoted to the Higher Edu-
cation of young Ladics. To meet this
want, so geherally confessed and de-
g:md, it is propased to establish the

ictou Ladies’ College upon a Non-Sce-
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tarian, buat decidedly Religious and
Protestant Basis.

The Objuct of the College will be to
provide, at a cost within reach of persons
of moderate means,* a thorough training
in all the Brauches of a Liberal Educa-
tion, with special reference to English
Literature, Mudern Languages, Natural
Science, and the Fine and Useful Arts.

‘The College will be owned by a char-
tered Joint Stock Company, (limited
liability )t and controlled by a Board ot
Managers, clected annually by the
Stockholders.  The capital skall be
$50,000, in shares of $20 each.

In order to place the Institution upon
an_efficient and reliable Basis, the re-
quisite Buildings will be erccted as soon
as possible.  1n the mean time, to meet
the urgent necessity which exists, the
Institution will be opened in a suitable
rented building, with an eflicient staff of
teachers, auld necessary  appliances.—
That this may be carried iuto effect, a
call of Ten per cent. on the subscribed
capital shall be made forthwith.

To strengthen public coufidence in
these proposals, reference may be made
to the = Ottawa Ladies’ College,” incor-
porated 1869, which is cstablished upon
the same basis, and with the same objects
licre proposed, and which already pays a
fair interest upon the capital invested.

The Town and County of Pictou bear
throughout the Maritime Provinces, a
nawe and character for zeal and pro-

ress in all Religious and Educational

nterests.  To this we now appeal, and
ask, if it be not worth some sclf-sacrifice
to sceure to your daughters the priceless
blessing of a thorough Liberal Educa-
tian, upon a sound Christian and Protes-
tant Basis.

Signed on behalf of the Committee,

JAMES Bayxg, Chairman.
Jas. P. Surravtox, Sceretary.

® At the Ottawa Lacies’ College, the average
total expense tor Board, Tuition, Books, etc,
is about $200 per vear.

t** Limited Liatility™ will be held as mean-
ing to the amount of the shares held respec-
tvely, and no more.”

Tue Fourth Report of the Halifax
Blind Asylun is before us. We are
leased to learn of the success of this
nstitution, and that the Committee an-
nounce cverything to be in a satisfactory
condition. That our readers may have



THE CRURCH OF SCOTLAXD.

some idea of its value, we may state that
in addition to furnishing the pupils with
a thcrough English education, it pro-
vides them with the means of earning an
honest and hLonorable livelihood atter
they leave the institution. Thus, for
some time past the work of cane seating
chairs has been carried on, and 157 have
been sent out during the past year;
broom making has also been tanght them,
and 95 dozen have been turned out in
1874 ; knitting, crochet and bead-work,
as well as the use of the sewing machine,
is practised by all the girls; and in-
siruction in the art of tuning pianos has
recently been introduced. As many of
the scholars are very apt in acquiring
wusical knowledge, 1t is thought this
will eventually be a very profitable ac-
complishment, when thoroughly under-
stoud.  In tinancial matters the Institu-
tion has no reason for complaint,—the
receipts tor the past year having been,
$4,319.91, aund expenditure, $4,293.79,
leaving a balauce in hand of 3704.89.
The average attendance during the year
has been 135 three have ledt, two having
received all the instruction needed, and
vne, hLaving proved himselt a good
mechaunic, intends starting a Broom Fac-
tory near Truro. Two pupils orly were
adwitted during the year, which we must
attribute chietly to the indifference of
parents to the welfare of their children,
or ignorance of the benefits conferred by
this noble Institution.

Mr. C. F. Fraser is Superintendent in
the teaching departinent ; Miss Ross has
chavge of the female pupils; and Mr.
and Mrs. Dilworth perform the respective
duties of Stewart and Matron. To
these officers, undoubtedly, the efficiency
of the establishment, and the comfort of
the pupils, is largely due.

THE Church at Grand Falls, N. B,,
recently erected as a place of worship in
connection with the French Acadian
Mission, was to have been dedicated on
Sabbath, the 7th of the present month.
We are pleased to observe the increas-
ing prosperity of this mission, which was
begun in trembling and amid many dis-
couragements. A great awakening has
recently been manifested. For seven
weeks daily prayer meetings were kept
up, and an unflagging interest shown by

I; and still prayer mectings are held
twice a week of a most lively character,

8%

as many as fourtcen persons being on
one occasion engaged in the exercises.

Tur Presbyterian Chureh of the
United States has foreign and Indian
missions, connected with which are 138
missionaries, 5 missionary physicians, 2
superintendents of mission presses, and 3
male teachers; also, 106 wives ot mis-
sionaries and 56 unmarried ladies. It
employs 120 native preachers and 450
native teachers, colportews, &e. The
missions are in the fullowing 14 coun-
tries: fu the United States among the
Indians. viz. : Senceas, Chippewas, Oma-
has, Dakotas, Creeks, Seminoles, Nez
Perces, and New-Mexicans, and also the
Chinese in California.  Missions are also
maintained in Mexico, the United States
of Colombia, Brazil, and Chilj, Japan,
China, Siaw, Judia, Persia, Syria, and
Western  Africa. There are 27 lan-
guages used in carrying on the missions.

oo
Portry,

The Herd Laddie.

[We give thefollowing from a highly pleas-
ing little volume of poems, entitled ** The
Home of the Heart,* by Miss Airp, of Kill -
marnock. ]

A herd laddie sat, in his plaidie o’ grey,

'Neath the beild o’ a bush in the howe 0’ &
brae,

Qn the moss-theckit stzmp o’ an auld aiken
tree,

By a wee wimpling burnie that sang to the
sea,

And silver'd the hem o’ a bonnie green knowe,

Whar the broom-bush, and breckan, and
primroses grow;

As wee stars that glimmer like sprinklings o’
gowd,

As they blink through the blue o' the grey
evening cloud,

His sheep lay bexprent on the green moun-
tain's breast,

As white as the snaw-cleeded gowan they
prest -

Whar the lammics were bleating, and jump-
ing wi' glee,

Anq nibbling the gowan that spangled the
Jea;

Noo laughing and daacing, like youth's
morning wave,
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Ere it wanders and yaumersawa’ to the grave.

The herd laddie doff’d his wee bounet, and
smiled,

Bat a tear in his dark e’e¢ my heart near him
wyled,

Like an amber-bead trickled adown his brown
cheek, .

Clear as pearlins o' dew-draps that glanced at
his feet.

I said, ** Wee herd lad lie, what makes you
sas wae?

A’ nature around you is smiling and gay.

Come, tell me your story, ['ll sit by your side}

What book's that you're hiding ancath the
grey plaid?

Are ye cauld? are ye hungry? is't far frae
your hame ?

Hae ye faither or mither?” e sighed—** I
hae nane,

Yon bonnie cot-house in the lap o' the glen,.~—

Wheun a bairnie, [ toddled it's but and its beng

When I look till't § greet—for that ance was
my hame—

Noo faither, and mither, and help [ nae nane;:

Syne the nicht faither dee’t gushes back to
my mind.

Though maister and mistress to me are fu
kind;

And there is the psalm round his bed that we
sung —

I hear his last words drapping yet frae hig
tongue;

Oh,the tears happit fast frae his dim closing e’e.

‘When he bless’d us, and tauld us his bairns
he maun les'e,

And that is his Bible he gied me, and said,

+Mind your Father in heaven, my bairns,
when [ am dead;’

When my wee brithers grat round the auld
elbow-chair—

For he learned us the paalms on the Sabbath
¢’en there;

And we kaelt on that hearthstane whar uncos
100 meet;

When I think ['ve nac hame, oh, what won-
der I greet!—

But I look to the skies, and I ken there is ane

Wha loves me and guides ine, though un earth
I hae nane.”

Oh, the heart that ne'er warms for the fath-

erless baimn

Is hard as the millstane, and cauld as the aitn !

Ob, daut them .and cleed them wi' mitherly
care:

They are nursliogs o' heaven—ob, nurse them
wi' prayer!
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Tare RovaN CATHOLIC CONTRO-
VERSY still engares the attention of men
in all parts of the wide world, and
Gladstone’s name has become a familiar
household word, since his noble etfort in
the canse of Protestantism. New com-
batants are gradually entering the field,
and we have no doubt that others still
will follow. The Papal system will be
more clearly understood by the reader of
these documents.—Fat'er Chiniquy has
been lecturing in Montreal recently,and
personal violence was used toward him,
at some of his meetings. Much good,
however, has resulted from his labors.
Nearer home, we tind Rev. A. C. Gillies,
of Sherbrooke, is conducting a sharp
controversy with Father MeGillivray, in
the colunns of the Witness.

——
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