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EUR readers will be-glad 1o learn that
the demand for the Lesson Helps
has been large, so large that we were
compelled to print fresh editions of
the HoMg S1UpY QUARTERLY and
PRIMARY QUARTERLY and of both the January
and the February TEACHERS Mom‘m{.

Sofke schools order for bnly & quarter at a time.
These are reminded of our rule that all supplies
stop when the time for wbich they were ordered
terminates.  We do not continue unless so in-
structed. We hope to hear from all in good
time, 5o that there will be na disappointment to
teachers or scholars in not having their Lesson
Helps when they need them.

We have a twofold reason for mailing almost a
month in advance : (a) In order to reach the dis-
tant schools in good time ; for example, in the
mining towns of British Columbia, ot the fishing
villages of Newfoundland or the mission field
in Trinidad ; and (4) because many teachers like
fo bave the Lesson Helps early that, by knowing
something of the lessons that are to come, may
the better teach those that are in hand.

—

Good understanding of a thing depethds very
largely on good definition, and good definition is
much helped by ample illustration. A minister
receutly visited in the ward of a-hospital a man
who had been one of his boy-hearers twenty-five
years before.  Said the sick man to the minister :
*¢ There's one of your sermons I shall never for-
get. It was on faith, and I said to myself when
you were done, ‘I'll never need to go to the
The
remark recalied ta the minister's mind a sermon

; Iargely made up of illustration. It had done a work

" plish,

- which ** deeper” sermons had fuled to accom-

It had given one soul at uny rate a life’s
knowledge of what faith in God is.

LOVE'S LOGIC

That is unanswerable reasoning of the apostle
|ohn’s, ““We love Him because He first loved us,”
and it is unanswerable because it is of the heart.

It is a reasoning after the.mind of the Spirit
of God Himself ; for the chief appeal of redemp-
tion is to the heart and consists in an exhibition
of God’s love,

Separa‘ed from God by their sin, and driven
from Eden by God’s own hand, that same hand
held out to our first parents the loving promise of
deliverance ; the serpent’s head would be crushed
aod the curse lifted. The final incident of the
flood that swept the face of the earth clean of
sinners was the bow in the cloud, a bow of
premise. Men might trust the love that never
again should so destroy. Even the granite peaks
of Sinai were mellowed with the shining of
Jebovah’s tenderness. On tables of stone, haid *
and cold, God wrote with His finger the Ten
Commandments, themselves stern as the stone
tables, inexorably imperative in their *‘Thou
shalts ” and *‘ Thou shait notg,” But as a sweet
foreword to the Commandments—at the top of
the tablets—are these words, like s fountaig’
gushing from the Jofty mountain heights—*¢ I am
the Lord thy God, which have brought thee ont
of the land of Egypt, out of fhe house of bond-
age.” God’s first word, even when as & mighty
sovereign He is to give forth His laws, is ** I love
you, and in love have redeemed.” He looks for
obedience because He bas manifested love. ;

None otherwise were His dealings with His
people all through their sad history. A ‘¢crooked
and perverse nation they were. The story of
their national life is chiefly a story of folly and
sin, and of disaster wrought by the righteous
judgment of God upon them because of their sins.
But behind and through the darkest cloud of
judgment was the shining of Jehovah’s counten-
ance. The last appeal of His prophets to them
was always love. His way with them even in
their most utter abandonment of Him was
“ Come now, let ps reason together, nqth-!bc
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Lord : though your sins be as scarlet, they shall
- be as white as snow : though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.” The voice ot
God to Isracl was ever the wooing call of the
lover who cannot forget and wi'l not forsake.

And when God’s own Son came the appeal
was the same. *‘In love I sent Him,” cries the
Heavenly Father, * my Son, mine only begot-
ten Son ! I have not spared Him, I have freely
delivered Him up to the death for you all.”
*In love I came,” pleads the Redeemer Him-
self ; **it was becavs- I loved that I became a
man and toiled and suffered. It was love that
led me into the black shadows of Gethsemane
and nailed me to the cross, and brought me down
into the grave.”

The appeal is an effectual. one. In all the
Reoerations it has been responded to by the de-
votion of, loving, loyal hearts. Men have loved
not their own lives even uato the death because
God’s | ve had conquered them. It is the one
only thing that ever has perfe:tly subdued man’s
stubb yrnness, and pcrlecdy won man’s service for
& Heavenly Lord,

How love begets love, who can tell? How do
moisture and sunshine bring forth (rom the dead
bulb the crown of fragrant fl .wers? How is it

. that the mother’s smile finds answer in the laugh
of 1be babe, as yet too young to understand any
language save the language of the mother’s face ?
Why does the hardened criminal, unmoved by
judge or jury or prison, tremble under the soft
touch of a child’s hand? Who can say? Nor
can any child of Gud make other or better
answer, when he is challenged to give a reason
for His love, than the answer of a blessed ex-
perience—an answer that satisfied the apostle of
love—*' I love Him because He first loved Me.”

D -
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GEOGRAPHY IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
Rev. George H. Smsth, M.A., B.D.

Biblical geography is coming to ‘be recognized
43 a very important branch of Sunday Schoel
work. A map of ihe woild, a map of Palestine
and a good b'ackboard are es entials in the equip-
ment for «ffi ient Sunday School teaching. .

The fint Leing sumewhat expensive, a good
substitute may be found in some of the Canadian
railway time tables, where outline maps of the

world or hemiapheres are printed. These may §
mounted on pasteboard or cotton, and bung i
the school-room. Maps of Palestine’ may be ob
tained at various prices. No school need Iy
without a blackboard, which should be of ver
light material, prepared on both sides, by which
means & map or plan may remain for the whole
quarter and be in readiness for the review, leaving
the other side free for constant use. ~
Frequent drills should be conducted by the
superintendent with the whole school, Take
pains to locate the Holy Land in such a way that
the scholar will have a good idea how to reach
that part of the worla if journeying from his own
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school.
world,

The msp for thp quarter's work should be
drawn on the board and the places marked only
as they occur in the lessons from Sabbath to Sab:
bath. Practice4a map drawing, as in other mat.
ters, makes petfect. The superintendent should
praciise diligently so as to be able to’ draw the
map accurately and rapidly before the scholars,
In almost every Sabbath School scholars will be
found who, from their praciice at' day nchool”,
can draw maps nicely. .
. The outline of Palestine, the map so fnqncut-
ly needed, is simply diawn. Use the, whole
board, or, if too large, mark off-en oblon&qnu
with the sides in the proportion of 3 o 4§

This will call into use the mtp of the




&

The Teacher in His Pupis

67

Rl

Divide the top into two, and the left side into
four, cqual parts. Draw a cyrved line from Ato
B in dagram, making a jog at C.* This, tor
practical purposes, will setrve for the cors.
Mountains, rivers, Ccities, etc., may be add.d
alte rwarde.

A very good plan is to have the map djawn
with colored chalks while thé pupils recite or
sing the ¢ Palestine Song”’ from the little work :
Ggong . and Study ? (published by McCabe &
Co., Chicago), begmmng N

¢4 First the line on coast we make ;

Merom next, a marshy lake ;
*Then the Sea of Glilee,

Exactly east of Carrndll, see,

The Jordan river flyws thro’ hoth

To the Dead Sea on the south ;

And the Great Sea westward lies,
Stretching far as sunset skies.” .

/

An outline map for any series of Bible studies
is quite as easily drawn; and journeys traced in
colors, when done in presence of the pupils, not
‘only enhance the 1ntercst, but aid the memory as
well. There should be frequent drills in BiBical
geography. Ask for Scripture reference to the
places, or fix an event in connection with each.

This work. may be further varied, and to great

advantage, by asking the scholars to mark the
places themselves. In -class work a slate or
scribbling book may be ased with good results,
Sand boards are employed in many schools,
‘especially for primary work. These consist of a
shallow box containing a quantity of clay or
sand, such as is vsed by moulders. The map is
| shaped by the hand, and places marked by col-
ored splinters bearing their names.
The map in the Sabbath School is more than
& mere decoration. Indeed, in its most ele-
mentary forms, as described above, it is almost
equally as effective al if elaborated and beautified
by the lithographer’s art. Through it the eye
helps the ear, and the imagination is ealled into
play. To localize an event is to help to make it
memorable. To know from the map the land
where prophets and apostles and the Man frem
heaven Himsell walked and wrought is the next
best thing to traversing it in person.

Thanesford, Ont.- .

THE TEACHP,R REPRODUCED IN HIS
RPUVIL

By Rev. Principal MacVicar, D D., LE.D.

(Third article of series qp ** The Sundiy-Schoul Teacher
4 in Various A-pects.”)

Two points in this subject are of vi'al impor-
tance— fi-st, the fact that the teacher is repro-
duced in his pupil ; and, second, the ratjonale of
this fact. We caa only consider the first in this
paper. -

To the Christian teacher let me say, if you are
successful in your high calling, what you are
yourself your pupil gradually but certainly be-
comes. Thiy is a serious matter to you and to

him. All the reltions of life are infinitel, grave. ¥

We may enter into them thovghtfully or the re-
verse, but the istues are momentcus. Contact
with moral impurity is fraught with the utmost
danger, Just as decayed fruit rots that which it
touches, %o ** evil communications corrupt good
manners.” How appallingly evident this be-
comes when unsuspecting youth is drawn into
the baunts where the ungodly, 1he sinner, and
the scoffer are supreme. These teachers of evil,
the allies of the greater deceiver, reproduce
themselves in their pupils,

Equally true it is, and blessed be G'd for the
benignant law of His kingdom by which it is so!
that strong intellectual and spiritual natures im-
press themselves upon others.. H nce ‘‘the
good seed are the sons of the kingdom ” (Matt.
13: 38, R.V.). If vice is contagious, Christiard
virtues are unguestionably so. If man is pamr-
ally qualified to\dis:eminate evil, he can by grace
gain the powzrb&opagnte geod. He can sow
to the Spirit as well ps to the. fl:sh, with the as-
surance that he will reap vastly more than he
sows, "

If, for example, as a godly consecrated teacher,
you do your work successfully, the very linea-
ments of your character, of your inner life, will
be stamped upon your pupil. He will be the in-
dex, the exponent of jour epiitual activity.
Your life will be transfused info his.

In judging of your success or fa'lure I do not
lose sight of the character of the child you may
have to dealewith. He m1y be exceptionally
dull and unimpressible, or he may be highly
sensitive, intelligent, and receptive, and hence,
without any special fault or merit om your part,

L4
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/ your image may appear obscurely or vividly, all
imperfect and blurred, or accurate and clearly
defined.

But appear it must in some form. You are to
have immeortality in your pupils. They will
spesk of you when you are gone, and speak and
act under the controlling power of your teaching
without being consciour of it, or being able to
distinguish it from what they may claim to be
the product of their own minds. They will be
the mirrors, the reporters of your failure or suc-
cess; and well will it be for you to be able to
say with a great teacher of the past, ‘‘ Ye are
our epi tle written in our hearts, known nd
read of all men, being manifest that ye are an
epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not

with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God.™ |

It is by this law of reproduction that great
- schools of art, poetry, theology, and philosophy
have been formed and perpetuated. Thus Italian,
French, German, and English artists have per-
sistently imitated their prototypes. Absolute
originality is of rare occurrence. A few inspired
souls have wielded the pencil and brush and ihe
rest have been imitators. So, in poetry, whilst
counted a divine gift, it cannot be denied that the
vast majority of the votaries of the Muse sing as
they are taught by loftier spirits. Hence the
many imitators of Wordsworth, Browning, Ten-
nyson, and others,

Theologians, too, follow their leaders, Great
mas'ers in Iscael, like Augustine, Calvin, Epis-
copius, and Luther, leave their impress upon gen-
erations of feebler thinkers.

Philosophers are mo exception to this rule.
They may theoretically assert absolute indepen-
dence of thought, and each one that appears in an
essay or voluminous treatise may promise to show
the world truth never before disclosed, yet, when
closely searched, what they are least remarkgble
for is originality. And their followers repeat for
generations their views in varied forms. Witness
the disciples of Aristotle, Plato, Kant, Hegel,
etc,

But, high above them all, stands the One who
spake as never man spake, the Perfect Oge, who
is the pattern and guide of all Sunday School
teachers. They cannot improve upon His meth-
cds ; their business and wisdom is to follow them.
Having in Himself the fulness of the God-
head, and having come to this world as the

1

Supreme Teacher of our race, He is represented
in and by His pupils in all sges and’ countries,
and shall continue to be seen in them to all eter:
nity, while they *‘ with unveiled faces reflect the
glory of the Lord ” (2 Cor. 3 : 18).

It may be affirmed, with neccnary limitations,
Bt the strength and (he weakness of a teach-
ing staff, whether in & Sunday School or a secular
institution,can be more or léss distinctly discern-
ed in the character and conduct of those who
pass through their hands. ¢ By their fruits ye
shall know them.” Hence the state of the classes
is the best practical test of the skill and efficiency
of the teacher

There are, of course, exceptions .to this rule,
for which dte allowance should be made.  The
"power of the very best teacher to stamp himself
upon his pupil may be largely neutralized in
various ways. Often bis surroundings are unfav-
orable. He lacks necessary isolation and quiet-
ness, Besides there are persons, old and young,
ot limited capacity and abundaut stubbornness and
stupidity. Their natures are non-receptive, hard,
not plastic. They are brimfuf of overweening’
conceit, and firmly settled in the belief that they
already know all that is worth knowing and are
therefore incapable of being mould d to any con-
siderable extent.  This, however, is seldom the
case with childien at the age we have to deal
with them in Sunday School ; although it is

sadly true thst there are instances among those

who constitute the members of senior and Bible
classes who are so prepossessed by sceptical
opinions and are such incarnations of vicious
principles as to set at  defiance the very bes! ef-
forts of the very best teachers.

For examplg, Judas Tscariot entered the-train-
ing-school of Jesus a born thief, a hardened de-
ceiver, and, while he listened attentively to his
Master’s pointed lessons against serving Mammon
and the sin of invrdinate desire for riches, he re-
mained unchanged, and closed his career of guiht
and infamy by selling hig Master for the price of
aslave. Theteacher and the lessons were not at
fault. They were lucid and effective in the case
of eleven out of twelve students, so much so that
these eleven were ever after recognized as gradu-
ates of the school of the unrivalled Teacher of
Nazareth. They were pointed to as unmistak-
ably bearing the stamp of His Spirit and charac-
ter; and therefore,when they stood before the San-
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hedrim and Ananias,the high priest and his distin-
guished asgociates saw the boldness of Peter and
John, and when they *‘ perceived that they were
unlearned men "—according to their standard of
learning —** tlrey marvelled and took knowledge
of them that they had been with Jesus.”

The clearness, courage and convincing power
with which they uttered. their views, ‘and the
high-tone principles governing them brought for-
cibly to the mind of the council the Great
Master by whom they were taught. They saw in
Peter and John a reproduction, a fac-simile, how
ever imperfect, of that unequalled Teacher sent
from God as all teachers should be. Emulate
this example.

Montreal
e

GODWARD

1. See God, that is to say, be always realicing
ths presence, feeling Him near, as the friend,
from whom we would never be )xepnated, in
work in prayer, in recreation, in repose. Gon
is not importunate, He never wearies, He is so
gracious, and merciful, His Hand djrects every.
thing, and He will not *‘suffer us to be tempted
ahove that we are able,”

2. Listen to God, be attentive to His counsels,
His warnings; we hear Ilis Voice, in those
Gospel words that recur to our minds, in the good
thoughts that suddenly dawn on us, the devout
words that meet us in some book, on a sheet of
Raper, or falling from the lips of a preacher, a
friend, or even s stranger.

3. Speak to God, hold converse with Him, more
with the heart than the lips, in the early’ morn-
ing’s meJitation, ejaculatory prayer, vocal prayer,
and above all in Holy Communion. )

4. Love God, be devoted to Him, and Him
alone, have no affection apart from Him, testrain
the love that would estrange us from Him, /end
ourselves to all, out of love to Him,"Bm/giw our-
selves to Him alone. A

S. Think of God ; reject whatever excludes the
thought of Him. Of course, we must iulfil our
daily duties, accomplishing them with all the per-
fection of which we are capable, but they must
be done as beneath the Eye of God; with the
thought that God has commanded thgm, and that
todo them carefully is pleasing in His sight.—
Geid Dust.

ORDER OF SERVICE: FIRST QUARTER

. Opening
I. SILENCR.

II. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

Supt, In the beginning was the Word, and
t_he Word was with God, and the Word was God.

ScHooL. The same was in the beginning with
God. '

Supr.  All things were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything made that was
made.

ScHoOL.
light of men!

III. SINGING.

IV. PRAYER; closing with the Lord's Prayer
in concert. Lo

V. SINGING.

In Him was hfeand the life was the

The Lesson
I. STuDY IN CLASSES.
II. SiNGING. .

IlI. RECITATION IN CONCERT of Lesson Title,
Golden Text and Heads of Lesson Plan.

IV. REVIEW FROM SUBRRINTENDENT’S DRSK.
V. _ANNOUNCEMENTS; SECRETARY'S AND

LI1BRARIAN’S DISTRIBUTIONS.
Closing

b

I. SINGING.

II. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

SupT. For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not perish but have ever.
lasting life. :

ScHooL. Herein is love. not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins.

Supr. For ye have not received the spirit of
bondage again to fear ; but ye have received the
spirit of adoption, wherehy we cry, Abba, Father.

ScnooL  The Spirit itsell beareth witness with
our spirit, that we are the childrea of God.

ALL IN CoNcErT, For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princ'pali-
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor height, nc= depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

III. DoxovroGy.

IV. BENEDICTION OR CLOSING PRAVER.
- . *
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ra~-ham. Chosen and called of Gnd to
A\ ® seed. and to be a blessing to all nations
rewW. Son of Jona, of Bethsdida, Gali-
broth- r of Peter. ,
‘=id®&. A town near the north-
nehure of the dea of Galileegin the plan o

ret, The home of Andrew, Peter, and
Philipd  Distinct from Bethsaida Julius, east o
the Jordan,

Oa’-na. A village five miles northeast of
Nagareth, surrounded by valleys and mountains,
with springs and gardens, The home of Nathanael,
and where Christ turned water iato wine, and
healed the Capernanm nobleman’s son.

Oa-perna-um. A town northwest of
the Sea of Galilee in the plain of Gennesaret, on
the great Damascus road, having a custom house,
military station, symagogue, etc. Here Jesus
abode, taught, and did many mighty works.

- Oe@'-phas. Sec Simon.

.Di-sper-sion. The Jews who became
sca'tered through persecution and business enter-
prise throughout Asia, Europe, and North Africa.

Qal'-l-l@®. The northern province of Pales-
tine, containing -240 towns and villages of Jews
and Gentiles. The scene of Christ’s early life
and most of His ministry, and Trom which His
disciples chiefly came, , R

Qen’'t-liles. A word applied to all non-
Tewish p&. ples. <.

J@'-r@i-e). A prince with God, or prevailing
with God. The new name given to Jacob after
his wrestling with the angel at Peniel. Became
the designation of the whole nation ; then of the
ten tribes after their revolt, under Jeroboam.

JA'-COb. Sonof Isaag. Sank many wells,
Had twelve sons, who became the heads of the
twelve tribes. Letrned to live, not by guile, but
by grace ; so received the name of Israel,

Jacob’s Well. ‘On the eastern slope of
Mt. Gerizim, one and a half miles east of Shec-
hém, and one mile northeast of Sychar. Nearly
on tife north is Joseph’s tomb, and here the Sav
iour rested and spake to the woman of Sychar.

Jo~ru'-ga-lem. Originally a Jehusite
stronghuld, became the capital in David's time.
The temple was built there by Solomon. Jeru-
salem has been destroyed either wholly ot partially
seventeen times. .

John, Son, with James, of Zebedee, a fisher-
man. Pointed by the Baptist to Christ. The
disciple whom Jesus loved. Cared for Mary after
the crucifixion. Succeeded Paul in Asia Minor.
Banished to Patmos. Wrote the Revelation,
three Epistl-e, and the Gnspel of John.

John the Baptist. God’s gift to Zacha-
tias and Elzabeth. The divinely-appointed fore-
runner of Christ.

Jo'-eeph. Husband of the Virgin Mary, and
the reputed father of Jesus. A Hlineal descendant
from David, Of great faith, humility, tenderness.
Probably died before Jesus began his public min-
istry. Also [OSEPH, son of Patriarch Jacob,

¢ - - ;
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Ju-de’'-a. TN provingh:of Palestine south
of Samasfa and west of the Jordan. The real
centre of ‘lewish life all 1hrough the history of the
nation,  [ts capital was Jeruralem.

Mo'ses. Bon in Egypt during bondage of
Israchtes there} but educated at the court of
Pharoah,  Fled o Sinai, but returned at the call
of God, and led Isracl out of Egypt, and through
the desert. Received the law for Israel from
God on Sinai.  Died on Mt. Nebo. .

Na-than'-a-el, same as Bartholomew.
Native of Cana. Found by Philip and brought to

resus.  Devout and guileless. Became an earnest
disciple of Christ. -
“Naz'-a-reth. A town et in a basin in the

south of Galilee, where Jesus lived at home for
thirty years, and wrought as a carpenter. Here
he vreached, hut did not many mighty works
there becauce of their unbelief.

Nic-o-de'-mus. A ruler of the Jews, a
teacher of Israel, and a Pharisee. At first came
by night Yo Jesus as an inquirer ; then, as a secret
disciple, defended .-Him before the Sanhedrim ;
and at last boldly brqught spices to anoint His
body, N

Phar'-i-sees.— Separgtists. A religious
party if the Jewish Cburch, careful against cere-
monialuncleanness,zealous for the outward forms,
and the oral teachings of the elders. This zeal was -
ton often associated with sinful and bignted lives.

Phi'~lip. Native of Bethsaida,Galilee. Sl’ll-
ed by Jesus when returning from the Jordan.
Brought Nathanael to Jesus, answering bis
prejudice by ‘‘Come and see.” A man of timid,
inquitihg mind. ’

8a-ma’-ri'-a. The capital city of Northern
Israel, Name came by degrees to be applied to
the whole distrigt,

Sa-ma’'r-i-tans. Descendants of foreign-
ersintroduced into Israel after the exile, and of the
remaining Israclites. Baffled in their wish to
share in rebuilding the temple at Jerusalem, they
built a rival temple ig Mt. Gerizim, and remain
to this dav hostile to the Jews.

8r-mon Pe'-ter. Son of Jona, and
brother of Andrew. Broyght by his brother to
Christ. The apostle of impulse and hope. The
first to confess, and the first tos deny, ggs Lord.
Afterwards became a very rock as an apostle.
Wiote two epistles.

8i-lo’-am. A pool at the southern base of

Ophel, receiving, by a long conduif, water from
the intermittent spring, Enrogel, in the hill,
These wa'ers were thought to cure diseases.
8y’-char. A village at'the eastern base of
Eba, one mile east from Shechem and Jacob's
well.  The home of the Samaritan woman who
received the water of life and brougbt many to
koow the Lord. .

Ti-ber-i-as. In O.T. Chinnereth. In
N.T. Galilee or Tiberias. Called, like the town,
after Tiberias Ceesar. It is an oval expansion of
the Jordan, about twelve miles long by five wide.
It had many towns on its banks, It was ex
to sudden storms from the mountains.



< Tntermational Bible Lessons

Studies in the Gospel by John
FIRST QUARTER: LESSON CALENDAR

- JL January 1 ... .. . ....Christ The True Light. John1:1 14 .
2, January 8.4 ... ....Christ’s First Disciples. John 1 : 35-46.
3 Januaryzs ... 0 Ll Chzist’s First Miracle. Jobn2: 111,
4. January 22 ............ .. ... Christ and Nicodemus, John 3: 1-16.
. 5§ January2y ... ..... ....Christ at Jacot's Well.  John-g: §-15.
v . 6. February § ....%. . .... .The Nobleman’s Sen Healed. John 4: 43-54.
+ 7. February 12 ... ,.". ....Christs Divine Authority. John §: 17 27.
8. February 19 ......... . .. ....Christ Feeding the Five Thousand. John6: 1-14.
9. February 26 .. . ... ... " .. .....Chrstat the Feast. John 7: 14, 28 37.
10, March5. .. ... ... ..., ..Christ Freeing from Sin, John 8; 12, 31-36 °
1, March1z... ...... .. ... .. ... Christ Healing the Blind Man:  Jobhn 9 : 1-1].
12 March19.. .. ....... ...... ...Christ the Good Shepherd. John10: 1-16, °
13 March26...... ..... .. ..... ... REVIEW.
Lzsson X. CHRIST FREEING FROM SIN March s, 1899

.

Commit to Memory va. 34 88 Study John 8: 18-59.
May be used as Temperance Lesson. ,

83. They anawered him, We be Ab'ya-ham's seed, -
and (7) were never in bondage to any man: how
sa esrthou, Ye shall be made free? 4
Jesus auawered them, Verily, verily, I say
unto you, (8) Whosoever committeth sin is the ser.

vant of sin.
36. And che (9) sgrvant abideth not {n the house
on abideth ever. ¢

for ever : dut the

John 8! 19, 31-38.

13. (1) Then spake Je'sus agaia unto them,saying,
Iam the light of the world : be t- at followeth me
shall not k in (3) darkness, but shall have the
light of life. ‘

8l. (3) Then sald Je''usto those Jews which (4)
believed on him, If ye (5) continne in my, word, then
ars ye my disciples (6) indeed.

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth

shajl-make you free.

GOLDEN TEXT

¢ If the Son therefore
shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed.” John
8: 86.

DAILY READINGS
M.—John 8: 12, 28-36. Christ
. freeing from sin.
T.—Luke 4: 14-8. Scripture ful.

filled.

W.—Luke 5: 18-38. Power,to for-

. give,
Th.—Rom. 6: 1-11. Dead to sin.
F.—Rom. 6: 152 Free to

- serve.
8.—Gal. 4:1.7. Redeemed from

bondage.
* §.—1Jobn3: 1-10. Deliverance
" from sin,

(Pe.), 542,
-
'}k A WL jr’
The lesson connects closely with that of last Sabbath. Jesus is in Jerusaler,” and the great

38. It the Sou thereforv shall make you free, ye

shall be free indeed.

sed Version.—(1) Again therefore Jesus spake ; (2) In the darkness; (3) J esus therefore safd;
(49 Had beiieved hiwn; (8) Abide; (6) Truly my disciples; (7) Have nsver yet been; (8) Every one thaé
qmmitteth sin is the bond servant of sin; (9) Hond servant.

LESSON PLAN

CHRIST FRERING FROM BIN.

1. THE L1GET-GIVER, 12.

The Light of the World; Giving
the light of life to those who fol-
low Him.

II. TER DRLIVERER, 81,32

1
Giving liberty to His Disciples
througb the truth.

III. Fae® INDEED, 33-38.

A fsn(;lod freedom; A real

ndage; Free indeed because
made free by the 5on of God. -

CONNECTING TINKES °

R

TIME n

Ootobar,A.D. 2. At the Feast
of Tabernacles; apparently thé
day safter the last lesson.

PLACE

The temple at Jerusalem; in
the court of the women, where

the treasure bozes were (v. ),

afterwards in the court of the
Gentiles. N

CATECHISM

Q. 51, What i1 fordiiden én the
second commandment?

A. The recond commppgmens*
forbiddeth the worshipping of
God by image +, or any other way
not appointed by his word.

7,*

LESSON HYMNS 9,
5, 2.11 ,

- Feast of Tabernacles is-closing. City and temple alike are thronged with Jews from every nation

under heaven.
temple and begun to teach.

made the great ‘proclamation of Himself as the source of living water.

 About the midst of ‘the feast” (ch. 7: 14) Jesus had suddenly appeared in the
Oa the last and *‘great day of the feast” (7: 37).

He ha
Probably the same

day (for most ancient authorities are disposed to omit the first eleven verses of chapter eight
- L2

IV

-

N
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as ot really belonging to the Gospel, altfough touching and beautiful). He continues His dis-
course. He speaks in the face of a storm of opposition, which increased constantly in violence,
and reached itt climax when *‘they took up stones to stone Him” (v. 59). We are 1o think of
Jesus as standing in the Court of the Women ‘‘ over agaipst the Treasary ” (v. 20} as He uttered
_these solemn and profound sayings. :

, EXPOSITION .

1. The Light-Giver, 12. Il. The Dellverer, 31, 32. ‘

V. 12. ** Then spake Jesus again,”  Cootinuing V- 31 Tt those [Jews which believed on Hin.”
the discourse interrupted by the coming of the Notwithstanding the fiery opposition of the
officers of the Chiel Pries's and Pharisses to Phariszes, many believed on Jesus as they heard
arrest Him (7 : 45). **7 am the light of the Him speak. (V. 30; compare 7:40.) No buman
weorld.” ‘“The Feast of Tabernacles ” recalls  terror can prevent the heart and consciepce of
the life in the wilderness, with its two marks of | men from answering to the-voice of God. ** If
God’s special grace, the rock that gave water, !ye continue tn My Word.” Chuist’s response to
the pillar of cloud and fire that gave guidance.” ‘the faith of these men was to test
(Reith.) Jesus had alreadytdeclared Ifimself 1o that faith in  order  that they might
be the only source of satisfaction for human D¢ led intoa fuller and deepes- faith (See 15:3-
thirst. He now identifies Ilimself with the ' 8) ‘" My disciples indeed.”  Jesus is never
guiding light: **Close besiie Him were ‘wofsalisﬁed with surface work, and He here lays
gigaptic candelabra, 50 cubits (75 feet) high and ,‘ down the 'ﬂ“']‘_f rule 'fb”l."‘dy withm{t excep
sumptuously gilded, on the summit of which . tion —that conjtmuance in His Word,that is,obedi-
nightly during the Feast of Tabernacies lamps ; €1¢¢ and servite, is the test of the reality of pro-
were lighted, which shed their soft light over al} ! fession.  As men do so are they.
the city. Around the lamps, the people in their, V- 32- * Ye shalldnow the truth.”  One can
joyous enthusiasm and even the stateliest priests | ©OM¢ really to know the will of God 9“‘? in
and Pharisces joined in the festival dances.”: the measure in which he endeavors to do it. As
. (Fakrar.) These maguificeat temple lamps would | ©Uf Lord Himself said in the earlier part of this

give emphasis to the strange declaration that ;$3me discourse, ‘* If any man willeth to do His
Jesus now makes,—‘1 am the light of the. Will, he shall know of the teaching whether it
world.” The Jews associated the coming of the ' be of God” (7:17)  ““ The truth shall maks
Messiah with light. The aged Simeon, when he ,you free.” We are inthe region of deep things
seceived the Child Jesus in the temple, spoke of | here and yet there are no hard words. The
Him ss ** A light to lighten the Gentiles.” The ! Statemeant is profound but the language is of the
Phariseer, therefore, could not fail to understand | vimost simplicity.  The fact set formb is vital.
that in thus speaking of Hlimself He was claim. | No man with the spirit of & man is satisfied un-
ing Messiahship. (See Isa. 42:6; Mal. 4:2.) less he is free.  Christ here proclaims the: (m:
o Followeth Me.” Tstael followed the pillar of | %2Y to freedom; “The truth shall muke you free.
fire in the desert night. Here is One who can| ‘' The tryth regarding the relation to Him and
guide them out of the dark desert of sin into the !© €od,” says .Dots in the Exp. Grk. Test.,
blessedness of etcgaal light and life. ** T ‘“would turn all service and all life into liberty.
light of life.”  This form of expression is anal- Freedom, a condition of*¥bsolute liberty from
agous to ** The bread of life,” the bread which all outward constraint,is only attained when mal
sustaing life, and to ‘‘the water of life,” the attains fellowﬁip with God (who is absolutely
water which, by quenchirg thirst, vivifies. It :p‘) in the. truth ;owhen that prompts man
mens the light which is needlul r maintaig 0 #ction which prompts God.”
spiritual life.  Those who follow Jesqs have yo- | 11L. Free Indeed, 33-38.
only the light shining through His pfectTife for | V. 33. ** We bc Abrakam’s seed.” Some think
their guidance, but have the inward illumination | that these words were spoken, .not by the believ-
of His indwelling Spirit as well. ing Jews, but by those as yet unconvineedy

! .

- {
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Christ’s words. It is not unlikely however, that
they were spoken to the very men Who  believed
on Him,” for their belief was still infantile ; they
were but babes, with little tight andlittle steaciness.
Such pride of blood as theirs was not subduedin
a moment. ‘* Never in bondage to any man.”
«They had Abfaham’s blood in their veins, but
not his faith in their hearts.” It was a mere
political fiction that they -had never been n
bondage.
over again, they declared that they had never sub.
mitted. It was not in the Jew to submit. But
how sadly blind they were to the true meaning
of Christ’s words as to freedom. He now pro-
ceeds to enlighten them.

V. 34. ** The bond-servant of cin.” (Rev. Ver.)
The hideous truth is here exposed that they, as
unregenerate, weraybond slaves of sin, absoluteiy
in the possession m power of evil, and the prin-
aiple i~ clearly set forth that every man who com
mits sin is thereby a bond-servant of sin. See
Rom. 6: 16; 1 John 3: 4.8

V. 35. ** Theservant abideth not 1n the house
forever ' The distinction is here drawn between
the bond-servant who was a creature of the will

Conquered and made captive over and |

and pl€asure of his master, and, according to the
commoyy practice, a mere chattel who could be
sold or f\urned adrily at any time, and the son,

who hadda perpetual birthright to aH the benefits
ard privileges of the family. Jesus is pressing
home upon his hearers one of the consequences
of their bondage to sin. They pridcd themselves
upon being Abraham’s children and therefore of
the household of God. Jesus says, ‘* Asstill in
sin, ye are not sons but slaves ; ye have lost your
place in the househnld of Abraham, the father of
the faithful’”” ¢ 7'he Son abideth forever.” This
saying may be taken as a general principle,
:though 1ts higheg and urique application is
found in Jesus Chi¥st. (Heb. 3: 5,6)

V. 36. *“ /f the Son therefore shall make you
free”; i.e, 1t through the acceptance of Hm as
the Revealer of the truth, and Himself the truth
of God, ye have bzen set free from the bondage of
sin and, liks Him, are become true sons of God,
‘““ Ye shall be [ree indeed” ‘* He only isa free-
man whom the truth makes free and all are slaves

“besides.” (How we become sons of God is fully
discussed in Gal. 4: 1-7).

ILLCSTRATION AND APPLICATION

. am the Light of the world,” v. 12, isan oft.

rccurnng statement in John'’s Gospel.
vcnly\lhc only true source of light
dark, snnful world. As the sun is the source
of natunl light, whether in the strength of noon.
day, or in the paler reflection of the moon, or in
the fuel that blazes og the hearth, so Christ is
the source of all the 'g%.

of the darkness of into fellowship with truth
and God. It is when we follow Cbrist that all:
questions that vex and trouble the soul find thm

Jesus is

. true solution, and that our feet are firm and sure ’

in righteous ways. © ** Like the.basket of fire

hung from a pole at the tent of the chief, the

pillar of fire marked the campiog-ground and
every movement of the host of Israel.  And those
who believe'in Christ bave not only & chart or a
¢ in which they can pick out their own road,
but a Light going on befose which they must
implicitly Tollow, and, following, walk in the true
way of life.”” (Dods)
“If yocomtimmus in my tword,” v. 31. There
is 2 note of warning here. Jesus spoke these

for this

I
t that can lead men out!

words ‘‘ to those Jews which believed on Him.”
He recognizes the possibility of a faith that forgets
and a purpose of service that wavers. There
i are testing times m the experience of every child
| of God. The fire of first loveisapt to conl. He
- finds the pathway of obedience more rugged than
i he had lovked for, His feet waver. Instead of
continuing in Christ's words, he is tempted to
Jollow his own way. His doing fails 10 keep
pace with his saying. It is a perilous position.

No form of evil aroused the meek and lowly
Jesul to a fercer passion than hypoorisy. It is
ronly by the steadfast doing of Chrust’s will that
profession of his name is justified. ‘* According
to Xenophon, the ancient Persian mobarchs
_selected as teachers for their princes the four
lbest men in the kingdom, the wisest man, the
most just man, the most temperate, self-controlled
man and the bravest man, that the princes under
these might be best fiited to be kings and.
“rulers.” All these the disciples of Christ find
united io their one Master. He is the wisest,
i most just, most temperate and most brave Being

..
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- In the universe, and those who take Him for
their Saviour will be fitted to be kingsand priests
in the Kingdom of God. (Peloubet.)

““My disciples indeed.” True discipleship
does not depend on & mere ouiward following.
Many who heard Christ hastened to loliow Hin,
especially so long as they got the loaves and
fishes ; but they were alicns in spirit.  When the |

'taling time of opposl?on came, they dcsenedf
Him. They went from Him because they were:
not of Him. True discipleship depends on in-
ward harmony, oneness of life and will and pur-
pose, and only through such inward harmony '
will there be a real doing of Christ’s will. |

8 The truth shall make 3ou free.”’ v 32
If these Jews had listened 10 the tru'h as the,
proplets spoke it, they woull never have been,
under the yoke of Babylon or ofgRome. If, now,
s a nation they had attended to the words of |
their Messiah, they would not have comé into the |
terrible bondage of unbehef under which they !
still rest.  All who hear Christ’s voice and beed J
His words are thereby made free. l

$ The servant of sin,” . 34. The only |
real boxdtge to which men can be subjected 1s
the bondage-of sin. Bin makes men siaves to
their lower nature. Outward bonds cannot make ;
even slaves bondmen who rejoice in the glorious
liberty of the sons of God. Many of the worla's :
heroes have come under outward bonds. Paul
before Felix was in chains, but whf a magnif-
cent freedom he pessessed ! The real slave on
that occarion was the man who wore the Judge’s
robes and sat in the judge’s seat, and who trem-
bled as Paul ‘“reasoned of nighteousness,
temperance and judgment to come.” Tnere are
thousands who never wore outward bonds, and
who even glo¥fy it what they cail thar lberty,
who are, in reality, the vilest of slaves, because
they are led captive by their base desires and .
passions. They confound license with liberty.

‘“ Free indeed.” v. 36. The only real freedom 1s
that of God's sons. The only true exercise or hiberty

'\.&c\w\ g
*“ A hard lesson,” because absiract in form,

devoid of incident, and therefore not '‘cateh-
ing.” A vivid setting 1s all the more pecessary.

)

TEACHING HINTS

is in doing what God wishes us to do and doing
it with joy, because we are possessed of the spirit
of God. This is the perfection of liberty. When
a man says, ‘‘I'll do as I like,” and ‘calls that
liberty, he is misapplying terms.  When he does
what ‘he likes he is giving way to license—not &
exercising Iifferty.  This will be clear to us if we
remember that only in God’s character and acts
have we the perfect exemplification of liberty ;
and God is, first of all, true and righteous and
perfect in holiness  Oanly those who are the sons
of Godghrough faith in Jesus Christ and have be.
come Lrnakers of the divine nature by the in-
dwelling of God’s Spirit know what true freedom
means.

Free men are the only true men, the men the
world needs, the men it for heaven when the
lime comes.

**The world wants men—Ilarge hearted, manly
men,

Men who shall join its chorus and prolong

The psalm of labur and the psalm of love.

Tne age wants Aéroes—heroes who shall dare

To struggle in the sohid ranks of truth:

To clutch the monster error by the throat ;

To bear-opinion to a loftier seat : ’

To blot the error of oppression out,

And lead a universal fteedom 1n.

And heaven wants sow/s—fresh and capacious
souls, :

To taste its raptures, and expand, like Auwers,

Beneath the glory of its central sun,

[t wants fresh souls—not lean and shrivelled ones.

It wants fresh souls, my brother—grve ¢ thine,

[f tl.ou indeed wnl be what scholars should ;

It thou wilt be a hero, and wilt strive

To help thy fellow and exalt thyselt,

Thy fee:, at last, shall stand on jasper floors ;

Thy heart, at last, shall se€m a thousand hearts—

Each single heart with myriad raptures filled—

While thou shalt sit with princes and with kings,

Rich in the jewel of a ransomed soul.”

(3

\
N

or make a rough sketch of it on blackboard or
scnbbling pad.  Toint out where Jesys stood as
tle taught. Make the scene live,t

e crowds,
I. Show the class the cut of the temple area, | the ceremonies, the procession with t:bvu in
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golden bowls, the brilliant lamps, which fecall
" the desert *“pillar of fire.” The class is thus
brought face to face with THE LIGHT GIVEK,
v. 12 Emphasize these four points: (1) *“‘1,”
the Nazarene and the Lord from heaven, (2)
The world's Light, (3) Two wondrous giits,
“light " and *“ Iife,” (4) On the simplest con-
iion, ** Followeth after Me.”

11, Introduce some questions as to prisoners
and chaini. Read, for example, & few lines of
Byron’s ** Prisoner of Chillon.” | No fear of lack
of interest now. Then speak of deliverance
from prison and deliverers (taking care all the
while that your illustrations do nbdt carry the
scholars too far away). They will be ready to
hear of THE DELIVERER, vs. 31, 32. Show (vs.
13-30) how some of the Jews were Jed to believe
on Jesus as the Son of the Heavenly Father. He

TOPIOS FOR

(Tw be assigned the Sabbath previous. Only
times all may be asked to wrnite on the same topi

tells them now that if they will obey Him they
shall be made free. They are startied. What,
does He mean? The answer will be most read-
ily found in . K

111. The verses that follow. Britg out the
consternation o1 these new believers, wakened
rudely from a dream of freedom to find that tbey
had been slaves (v. 33). .Don’t pass lightly by
v. 34. Bring Scripture proof and discuss the
bondage of bhabit. Take pains with this; for it
is only whea. e truly feel the wful and degrad-
ing bondage of sin that we shall ‘seek deliverance
from it in Christ.

Let no time be lost now. [iasten to a close
with the Golden Text, and a plea for such per-
sonal acceptance of and trust in the Great De-
liverer as shall make ‘‘FREE INDEED.”

BRIEF PAPERS

one topic should be given to each scholar. Some-
c. The papers to be read out in the class.)

1. The pillar of cloud and of fire in the wilderness.

2. Some marks of a true disciple.
3. How sin makes us slaves. ,

4. True freedom and how to attain
1

BLAOKBOA

it

RD REYVIEW

LIGHT

.

LIBERTY. - -




. Lasson XI.

76

Christ Healing the Blind Man

- [March 12

‘.

Jobn 9:1-11

1. And ag Je'sus passed by, he saw & man whish

- was blind fr ‘m his birth.

[

$ And his disciples asked him,saying, (1) Master,
wbo did eip, this map, or his pue.nn, that he (2) was

- born blind ?

8. Jo'sus suawered, Neither (3) hath this man siv-
ned. nor his parents: byt that the worksof God
sbould be made ianifestin him.

4. (4) must work the works of him that sent me,
while it is day : the night coweth, whan no man can

werk.

8. (5) Aslong as I am in the world, I am the light
of the worid.

6. When he had thus spoken, te spat on the
ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he (6) an-
ofnted the eyes of the blind man with the clay.

Revised Version.—(1) Rabbi; (2),He shounld be; (3) Did this
ointed bis eyes. Omut the yest of the verse. (7) Which saw him afqretime, that he Was a
Others said, It is b;m said, No, but he 1slike um. He said, 1 am he; (9) I'he man.

LESSON PLAN
CHRI1SBT. HEALING THE BLIND !

GOLDEN -
** One thing I know, that, |
whereas I was biind, now
see.” John 9125,
DAILY READINGS

M.—Jobn 9; 1-138. Christ healing
the blind man,

T.~John 9: 13-'8. Questionings.

W.—John §:24.98 “Nowlsee"

Th.—Mark 10: 4652, Bartimesus.

F.—~Matt, 13 10:17. Spiritusl
blinduess.

Man.

come.

Propheoy of

. CHRIST HEALING THE BLIND MAN

Commit to Memory vs. 5.7.

1. THE BLIND MaN, 1.5,

Blind from birth; A foolish
question and & wise reply.

1. His EYrs OPENED, 6, 7. |

What Jesus did; What the blind
man did; The .narvellous out- |

March 13, 1899
Study the Chapter.

7. And said unto him, Go, wash in the 1 of
8iloam, (which is by interpretation, 8ent.) He went
bis way thetefore, and wasbed, and came seeing.

8. The neighbours therefore, and they (7) which
before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is Dot
this he that sat and begged ? K

. 9. (8) Some sald, This is he : others said, He is

like niw: but be said, [ am he.

10. Thersfore said they unto him, How were thine
eyes opened !

11. He pnswered and said (8) A man that is called
Jesus wade oley, and snointed mine eyes, and said
unto me, Go to the pool of 8ilo"-am, and.wash: andI
went and washed, and I received sight.

man sin. (4) We; (5 When; (6) An-
ar, said; (8)

| TIME
Probably soon after last lesson,

| sutumn of A.D. 29; s S8abbath
i day
] PLACE
! Jerusalem and in some public
| place, probably the temple.
! CATECHISM

§ 52. What ars the rveasons an-
| nexed the s command-
‘l ment ! R

A. The reasons &nnexed to th
| second commandment are, God’s
| sovere'gaty over us. His propriety
{ in us,and the seal He bath to His

8.~Iss. 42 : 1.7,
Christ.

lllll. A’ TwoFOLD TEBTIMONY,

; own worship.

The open eyes ,
straightforwar

$-—~3Cor. 4:1.7. Darkness and
. light.

. '\ M (
it is generally ed that Chapter g follows close upon Chapter 8, the events all belonging
o the same day, perbaps because of the occurrence of the expression *¢ passed hy ” both inch. 8 : 59
and ch. 9: 1. The Revised Version, however, omits the last clause of 8 : 59, viz., ** &oing through
the midst of them so passed by ” and it;is hardly conceivable that the events and teachings from
ch. 8: 12 to the end of ch. 9 should have come into & single day and that a Sabbath day (vs. 9, 16).
It is, however, a matter of little consequence just when the miracle was wrought. The fact that
such a miracle was wrought is what we have to comsidgr. ' It is evidently an illustration of the
declaration of Christin ch. (Rom.)8: 12, ‘I am the light of the world.” johhrecotds but few of the
tairacles of Christ, only eight in all, but each one of them serves him as ‘" the text of some great
truth of salvation : the trunk of & tree that beass healing leaves of discussion and the fruit of some
essential teaching.” Not the Lesson verses alone but the whole story should be arefixlly read and
time taken in the teaching to follow it out to the end. Itis the outcome of the miracle that gives
it its real significance and its right to so large a place in the Gospel, ‘)

The man's | LESSON HYMNS 117, (Ps)
story. . 151, 168, 219, 168

CONNECTING LINKS

EXPOSITION

1. The Blind Man. 1-5. 1" Beauwtiful,” in Acts 3. ‘‘Saw a man whick

V. 1. ‘“ A5 Jesus passed by,” very likely in the | was dlind " —San affi.ction sadly prevalent in East.
neighborhood of the temple, which was a favorite | ern countries, Canon Tristram says : ** Blind.
resort of the helpless and of beggars. The inci- | ness is common in Palestine to a degree which
dent recalls the lame man at the temple gate, | we in Western lands can scarcely realize. At
|
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. Gan, for instance, it is ssid that one-third of the
population have lost one or both eyes. The
general unsanitariness of Oriental dwellings and
cities, as well as the sudden changes in tempera-

. ture, with the intense brightness of the sun and
the fine dust in the air in these sandy countries
are the chief causes.” *“ Blind from Ais birth.’
In this lay the pecularity of the case. Tobe born
blind is a rare occurrence either in the East or
in the West. This is the only instance of the sort
amongst the miracles on the blind performed by
the Lord Jesus.

V.3 “ Master, whodid sin ?” To the disciples
thy pitiful case of this man is a mere matter of
curious speculation. They féognize that their
Master has knowledge and insight beyond the
common, and hope that He may be able to give
them a key to the puzzling problem which is in
their ininds. They have not yet fully learned
the diviner power which Jle possesses of healing
and helping men.  * This man 7" 1f the man’s
own siR caused his blindness, then evidently it
must have been a sin before he came into the
world. The Rabbis appear to have thought it
possible that one might sin even before birth.
There was a dim belief also in the pre-existence
of souls. **Or his parents?” The disciples
were, so far, true to the teachings of their Scrip-
tures in.regard to the inexorable law of moral and
physical heredity, In the first of the two tables
of stone put into the hand of Moses on Sinai were
written, with the very finger of God Himself, these
words ;" * I the Lord thy God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the Tathers upon the chil-
dren unto the third and fourth geaeration of them
that hate me.” The blunder of the disciples was
in the conclusion to which they had evidently
come that suffering in every is a judgment
upon sin, and that special misfortune implies
special transgression. Such is undoubtedly some-
times the case, as Jesus Himself recognized in the
palsied man who was let down through the roof
into His presence for healing (Mark 2: 3-5),
and in the impotent man at the Pool of Bethesda
(Tohn §: t4). But it is not safe for any man less
wise thin Jesus to declare ip any specific in
stince that because one suflers, therefore, he has
been guilty of unusual sin. It was here that Job’s
friends erred, and it is with this question that
the story of that wonderful Book of Job largely
deals.

V. 3. * Nesther Aash this man sinned nor Ais
parents.” Jesus exposes the falsity of the sup-
position of the disciples, as on another occasion
(see Luke 13: 15). “Bu.” The spectacle
which had merely aroused idle speculation' on
the part of the disciples i, to their Master, an
urgent call for help., ** That the works of God
skould b¢ made maniftst in Aim.” When the
sisters of Lazarus sent the message to Jesus:
‘“ Behoid, he wham thou lovest is sick,” Jesu.
replied : *“This sickuess is not- untp death but
for the glory of God that the Son of God might
be glorified thereby” (ch. 11: 4).  So, here,
the man’s blindness will magnify God's power
and grace in his own eyes nd before all the
world. Such is Christ’s explanation of this par-
ticular instance of apparent misfortune, and the
explanation is widely applicable.

V. 4. *“7 must work.” In the Revised Ver-
sion, ‘‘ We must work ” : a blessed co-partner-
ship (1 Cor 3: 9)—*‘the works of him that sent
me.” Of what sort are these ! The works of
the heavenly Father for the welfare of men may
be judged by the great central and typical work
of the sendipg of His only begotien Son into
the world ‘* that the world through him might
be saved” (fjohn 3:17). * While it is day.”
Christ’s all too brief ministry was rapidly draw-
ing to a close. His soul was the more sorely
pressed, therefore, by the urgency of His work.
[t is a_ wholesome, practical thought for our
eve,ryda;]ife that the night of death closes the
door of opportunity. °

Vi 5. ‘1 am the light of the world,” Note the
return to the first person singular. It is no
longer, '* we,” asinverse 4, but *“[.” “ Ye are

the lightof the world,” Christ had said to His
disci;iu early in His ministry (Matt. 5: 14)
But the followers of Christ are the light of the
world only as they reflect Him. They are the
stars. Heis the San. There is evident refer-
ence here to c. 8 : 12.  Jesus is now to justify in
the most practical way the claim there made. It
is hardly necessary to remark that the form of
words ‘‘ As lowg as [ am im the world” is not
to be taken as indicating that it is only during

His earthly ministry that Christ is the Light of
the world, The Revised Version gives the more
accurate rendering —*‘ when ” or ‘‘ gince” ; that
is, *‘ Seeing that I have come into the world
Iax the world’s light ; am, and always shall be
the world’s light, to the end of the ages.”
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(1. His Eyes Opened. 6, 7.

V. 6. * He spat on the e"uud....;nadl clay
v...anonted the eyes of the blind man.”  Buth
spittle and clay were accounted in the East and
ia those days as cfficacious in discases of the eye.
Tacitus relates that the blind man who sought a
cure of the Emperor Vespasian, begged him *‘to
sprinkie his eye-balls with the secretion of his
m uth.,” Amongst primitive peoples, both of
the east and west, & similar virtue is still ascribed
to spittie. Jesusaccommodated Him elf iotheways
of His time, imgrder, perbaps, to bring the 1ungs
of the ladder ofWRith down to the very feet of
this feeble man. His touch, too, infini-ely ten-
der 83 it was, would aid in drawing out the heart
of the blind man to Him and so make faith
easier.

V. 9. * Go.wash in the Pool of Siloam.” It
is the blind man’s turn now. The spproach had
been made by Jesus. Now the man himself is
requited to act. The demand isa test of his
trust and hope in the miraculous power of Jesus
and an intimation to him, as well, of the sover-
eign will of fesus in the matter.  Itis to be as
He says and only as He says. Compare the case
of Elisha and Naaman (2 Kings §5:9-14). “&e
went his way therefore and washed”; probably
moved by his great need, for what would he not
give for sight, and by the Huly Spirit of God
working within him, altkough unrecognized by

v 4

 Blind from his birth,” v. 1. A true picture,
theugh not a flattering one, of the unregenerate.
We are apt to deceive ourselves in regard to the
slight intoad that sin has mide upon us. The
Waurd of G «d speaks no soft words on this point.
Its tesrimdny is clear, and straightforward, and
decisive, that by nature we are utterly sinful.
*T was conceived in sin, and brought forth in
iniquity * is David’s con'ession when answering
to the voice of tbe Spirit of God within him,
“Dead in respasses and sins” is Paul’s deci-
sion as to man’s state, a deci-ion made under the
guidance of that same Spirit of God. Blindness,
leprosy, death—these are the Bible images of
sin. Not pleasant nor enticing, truly ; but it is
only when one sees how utterly sin has destroy-
ed, and how uttefly helpless he is to save himself
from its pollution and its destructive power, that

him, as yet, as the Spirit of God.  *Came se¢.. -
ing”—the result of his faith. Prompt rewaid for
prompt obedience. .

111. A Twofold Testimony. 8-11.

V. 8. “[Is mot this ke that sat and begged
The change in his appearance was at once re-
marked by his wondering neighbors and acquain-
tances. His face was so transformed as to be
scarcely recognizable now that his eyes were
opened.

V. 10-11. The candor snd the caution of the
man are alike to be noted. His tesiimony was
direct and specific. “A man that s called
Jesus.” He it is to whom he gives all praise.
lJAnd he tells circumstantially of the making of the
clay and the anointing of his eyes, and the com-
mand to go and wash in the Pool of Siloam, and
his going and washing and receiving sight ; but
as to how the marvellous work was accomplish-
ed he risks no opinion.

These same characteristics appear in
the sequel to the miracle with which
the  remaining part of the  chapter

(vs. 13-38) i> taken up, How this beggar man
copes with the Pharisees who are determined to
put both him and His Healer in the wrong
(vs. 13-34), and how he responds to the further
appeal of Jesus for personal faith in Fim as the
Son of God (vs. 3§-38), are worthy of highest ad.
wiration, P

ILLUSTRATION AND APPLICATION

he is prepared to abandon his own efforts and to
fall helplcss into the hand of Christ with the
Gy:
‘¢ Naked, come to Thee for dress ;
Helpless look to Thee for grace ;
Foul, I to the fountain fly ;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die,”

‘‘ Who did sin,this man or kis parents 7" v, 2.
Life’s mysteries of sadness are, to the Chrividn,
not subjects of speculation. They are occasions
for belp. For the religion of Chris: is intensely
practical, as Christ Himself in the, presence of
sinand suffering was intensely practical. It is
impossible that we can unravel the mystery
of much of the woe that we see about us. Itis
idle for us to inquire. The mystery belongs, as
it did in the case of thisblind man, to the deep _
pupatao(&d. What is plain to us is that we
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mey assist in alleviating that wae, and that we
should help, even as the blessed Master bwughl
besling and sight to this blind man,

“J must work,” v. 4. The words are smgu
larly impressive in the mouth of our Lord.
¢ Necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto
me if I preach not the Gspel 1 ” exclaimed Paul
(1 Cor. 9: 16), hecause he had himself felt the
power of the Gospel, and because he recognized
bimself as called of God to proclaim it to men.
It brings Christ very close tous to hear Him say :
1 must work the works of Him that sent Me.”
He, too, had a mission to fulil. The fact that
He was the Son of God did not absolve Him
from the necessity of labor. Noblesse oblige Jus
becaase e was the Sin of God the obligation
to spend Himself upon men wa. the greater. It
would be wrong to say that He had felt the
power of the Gospel in the same sense as Paul
had felt it, because he was without sin ; but He
was a'so *“ in all points tempted like as we are,”
and therefore knew the neced men have of the
Gospel.  We have approached very near tc
Chiist in spirit when we feel the overwhelming
obliga ion to labor for the uplifiing and healing
and :aving of our fellowmen,

¢ He anointed the eyes of the blind man,” v. 6
The tender touch of a loving hand, A lesson
for us in the helping of those in need, whether in
the larger field of public charities or in the
quieter domain of our homes and of our daily
walk in life. The virtue is well-nigh altogethes
wanting in charity that is doled out through
an organiration, or with cold, uneympathetic
hand, It is personal contact that tells. Foud
tastes the sweeter, clothing feels the warmer
when these are given to the famishing by one
who loves them, and who shows his love by the
way in which he bestows his gift. And if ihe
shiftless and improvident and criminal are to be
raised up into self-respect and self-support, it can
only be by their coming to know and feel the
human sympathy which administers to their
wants.

““ Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam,” v. 7. A wild
scheme it must have seemed at first to this blind
man, How absurd it was to expect Hiat any good
would come of it ! What would the neighbors
say? But, notwithstanding, he goes, and goes
promptly, to do as this Man of Nazareth had told
him. It was his need that drove him. He was

blind, and even the faintes' glimmer of hope for
sight was 10 him as the fist strenks of dawn to
one who hes been wakeful through a night of
agony. We should bless God when, in His
providence, we are allowed to feel our need of
Him, whether for fhe burden of sin or for help in
time of suffering, for to feel our need ‘makes it
ea.ier to trust,

““Came seeing” It looked a hopeless thing,
th'serrand Bt what a result! The washirg
in the Pool of Siloam is followed by sight to the
blind eyes. Causs and result appear to be en~
tirely out of propodtion. But is it ever otherwise
with God’s ways? *‘If ye have faith as & grain
of mustard seed,” said our Lord to His disciples,
‘* ye shall say to this mountain, Remove hence
to yonder plac ; and it shall remove.” l{v
are to understand the rela'irn of cause and eff
in such instances, we must remember the pres-
ence of Gy d. When God works, even a germ of
a pin’s puint in siz: may develop into a great
tree.  The sightest push of penitence and
trust at the door of God’s mercy opens the
Faher’s house 1o the returring prodigal. Onpe
wonders that, when God requires s» lutle of us
in order that He may bestow Ifis be-t gifts upon
us, we should be so slow to take me at His
word.

“The man that is called [esus. ... .anointed
mine eyes.” The blind man was frank te ac-
knowledge Jesus as his healer, That acknowl-
edgment brought sore trouble upon him, The
jealous Phasiisees were enraged that this Nazarene
whom they hated should bave wrought such a
work, They visited their wrath upon the beggar
by ca¥irg him out of the synagogue, that is, ex-
commuaicating him, with all the dreadful conse-
quences that excommunicdtion brought with it.

-

Tbe man remained firm: Christ had helped him. -

He could not but acknowledge Christ. An ex-
ample for us all. It is possible that the secret
disciple, such as Nicodemus was for a time, may
be saved. But Christ Himself tells us that we
must confeu fim before*men, and that on such
confestion before men depends our confession by
Him before the Father in heaven. Isit not the

manly thing, too, when we believe on Christ and

when Christ it helping us day by day by His
presence within us, to acknowledge that Divine
Master and Friend before men?
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TEACHING HINTS )

The lesson is but a fragment. A glimpse
should be taken of the whole story. Its climax is
inv. 38. -

Let these eight striking situations be clear in
the mind of the teacher'and let them be presented
as clearly to the class. A blackboard or a slate
or writing pad ‘is invaluable in such lessons as
ths.

1. The blind man and the reason for Ais blind-
ness (ve, 1-5).  The foolish “questioning of the

-disciples and the wise and gracious answer of
their Master afford an instructive contrast.

3. The opeming of the dlind eyes (vs. 6, 7).
Note the readiness, the tenderness apd the tact
(literally touch) of Jesus in dealing with this case

~ Note also His sanctification of common methods
and the encouragement  given thereby to the
man’s trust.

3. The man and Ais neighbors (vs. 8-12) His
story of the healing was simple, straighiforward,
modest and, at the same time, cautious; for,
knowing the temper of the Pharisees, he already
recognited the risk he ran.

4. His first appearance before the Pharisees (vs.
13-17). You mark the same straightforwardness

L

and/caution, and are partly amused and partly
disgusted at the' division amongst the Pharisees.
Yau note, too, the growing courage of the man
who had been hesled. A ** prophet ” he now de-
clares his healer to have been.

4 The lestimony of Ais paremis (vs. 18-23).
Honest folk, but timorous through fear of these
same Pharisees and of excommunication for con-
fession of the Christ.

6. Theman's recall and casting ost (vs. 24-34).
Mark the gatherimg courage of the mgn under -
inquisition. What a fine taunt, ** Will ye ulso be
His disciples ?”’ and a finer defence, for such it
is (v. 33), ‘“If this man were not of God, He
could do nothing.” And how silly the conduct
of the Pharisees. When they have nothing to
answer, they excommunicate the man in theit
fusile rage.

7. Sought of the Lord Jesus (v. 35). The same
compassionate Saviour who had opened the blind
man’s eyes. ) .

8. Believing.in and confessing the Lora Jesus
(vs. 36-38). Dwell on the man’s quesion, the
Lord’s fuller revelation of Himself, and then the

climax, ‘‘Lord, I believe, and he worshipped
Him.”

TOPJIC FOR BRIEF PAPERS

(To be assigned the Sabbath previoys.

Only one topic should be given to each scholar. Some-

times all may be asked to write on the same topic. The papers to be read out in the claks.)
1. Blindness and beggary in Eastern lands.

"3, Show how God often uses our misfortunes for our good and for His glory.

3. The blind man as an example of prompt obeéicnce.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW
’

T

| THREE GLIMPSES

\

BLIND AND BEGGING
SEEING AND CONFESSING )

BELIEVING AND WORSHIPPING
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Lasson XII. - CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD March 19, 1899
Johp 10:3.16. Commit to Memory vs. 14.16. Stnd{’tho whole Chapter; also o;mpno Ps. 33; Heb.18:

%0; spd

1 vérny. verily, I say unto you, He that entereth
pot by ¢he door,(1) into the sheeplold, but climbeth
up somwe other way, the same is a thief and & rob-

ber.

2. But he that entereth {n by the door is(2) the
shepherd of the sheep.

3. To him the porter openeth ; and the sheep hear
hie voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name,
and lesdeth them out. \to

4. (3) Aud when he putleth forth his own sheep,
he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him :
for ;‘hoy know his voice.

5. And & stranger they will not follow, but will
from him : “for they know not the voice of

ory.

8. 'ﬁm (4) parabie spake Jesus unto them, but
they understaod hot what things they were which
he spake unto them.

7. (5) Then said Jesus unto them agsin, Verily,
veri) , I sy unto you, I am the door of the sheep.

otexr 5:4.
shall be saved, and shall go in and (7) out, and fnd

paature.

10. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to
kill, and to debtroy: (8) I sm ocome that the
might have life, and that they (9) might have i
= x“"““i;"“’aoa hepherd : th ;

. I am the shepherd: the good shepherd
(10) giveth his life for the sheep. § ph

13. But he that is an hireling, and not the she;
herd, whose own the sheép are not, (11) seeth
wolf coming, and legveth the sheep, and fleeth: an
the wolf (17) catcheth them, and socattereth the

sheep. .
18. The hireling fleeth, booa.nu‘ho is an hireling,
and careth not for the sheep. .

4. I am the good shepherd, and (13) know my
sheep, and am kuown of wmine.

16. As the father knoweth me, even so know I the
Father: and [ lay down my life for the sheep.

16. And other sheep I have, which are not of this

8. (6) All that ever came before me are thieves
snd robbere, but the sheep did not hear them.
9 I sm the door: by me if any man

shepberd.

fold : them also I must bring, and they shal)l hear
wy voice : and there shall be (it) one to{

d,and one .

ter in, he
Revised Version.—(1) Into the fo:&l the sheep; (2) Marg., Or a shepherd; (3) When he hath %n.t-

forth all his own ; (4) Marg., Or g:?l

fore me; (7) And go out, and 8]
(11) Beholdeth ;

GOLDEN TEXT

* 1 am the good'shepherd :
the good shepherd giveth
his life for. the eep.”
John 10t 11.

DAILY READNIGS

Christ the
M.—John 10: 1-10
T.ZJohn 10: 1118 { 3003 Shep-

W.—Joha 10:19-81." Bafety of the
sheep.
Th.— Ezek. 84 : 1-10. Hireling

shepherds.
F.—Esek. 84: 11-18. Seeking and

1. eding.
8.—Esek. 84: ;9»81. Safe folding.
$.—Psalm 8. My Shepherd.

verb ;
(12) S8natcheth ; (13) S
eth me, and I know, etc.; (14) One fock.

LESSON PLAN
CHRIST TER GOOD SHEPHEAD.

1. THB PARABLS, 18.

The thief and robber; The
Bhepherd; the door oponod' The
familiar voice ; The flock led out;
And following.

1I. Tas INTERPRABTATION, 6-1F,

In contrast to thieves and rob-
bers, Christ is the door and the
shopherd; 8holtering, nving,
h«flnﬁ. bestowing life abundant-
1y, giving His own life for the

eep, knowing His own, and
known of them, and to bring all
into one fold.

(5) Jesus therefors said unto them again ; (6) All that came
I oame; (9) May bave it abundantly; (10) Layeth down His life;
ow mine own, and mine own khow me, even as the Father know-

TIMB

Autumn of A.D. 29 close upon
lastlesson.

PLACE

In or near Jerusalew.
CATECHISM
Review questions, 39-44.

LESSON HYMNS 14 (Ps)

523, 585, 578, mn

OCONNEOTING LINKS

This beautiful parable sprang out of the stern rebuke of the Pharisces confgined in chap. 9
39-41. They were the supposed guides of God’s people, but guides blind and heaftless. .Jesus pre-
sents Himself as the true Guide, watchful, tender, and strong to care for His helpless charge. The
Jewish church was a sheepfold, and these shepherds ought to have dealt kindly with the man who
had been healed ; but, instead, they criticized him scornfully, and ‘‘ cast him out.” In bis loneli-
ness, Jesus, truly the Good Shepherd, went to him and showed him the strength and sympathy of
the *“ Son of God.” V. 38. :

I. The Parable, 1-5.
V.1, “ Verily, versly.,” See Connecting
Links. ‘‘He that entereth not by the door.”

EXPOSITION

solid material and carefully barred so0 as to resist
attack. K was usual for a number of shepherds
to gather their flocks into one fold, entrusting
The shéeplold was a high enclosure, withont'a | them to the care of a “porter™ or door-guard,
roof, into which the sheep were led at night for | whose duty it was to guard the entrance to the
safety. A lix;gle door gave access snd this was of | fold until the shepherds came again for their

o J
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sheep in the morning.  ** Climbeth up some other
94y.” The walls were high and oiten couvered
o the top with brambles so as to make it more
difficult to scale them ; but ¢¢ thieves” and * rob-
bers”’ could find the ir way over.
. V. 3. % Tohkim the porter openeth.” acknowl-
edging by opening the door the rightful claim of
the true shepherd *¢ that entereth in by the door”
(v.2). *“ The sheep hear his voice.” The rela-
tions between the shepherd and the sheep are, in
the East, of the most intimate sort. It is no fic-
tion that they recognize his voice. The incident
_is authentic of the stranger who changed clothes
with the Jerusalem shepherd and tried to lead the
sheep, but the sheep followed the shepherd’s
voice, not the clothes upon the stranger’s back.
S Callnh his own sheep by mame.” It is thus that

the flocks are separated in the morning, each
shepherd calling over rapidly the roll of his own
flock ; and each sheep answering to its own
asme and going at the shepherd’s call.

- :

Castern Sheoplold

V. 4, 5. “ When ke hath pui forth all his own
(R.V.). How exquisitely the care and tender-
ness of the shepberd ate depicted ! Not one in
his flock is forgotten, the poorest, the weakest,
the silliest, all cared for. And how vivid also the
picture, “ He gocth before them and the sheep fol-
doto Aim : for tAey kmow Ais voice.” The thought
is of a compact, well-cared-for, and docile fl xck,
keeping close to their shepherd because they
have learned to know and love him, and *¢ flecing
from” the * stranger ” who may have the hardi-
hood to attempt to seduce them from the ghidance
of their rightful leader.

IL. The Interpretation, 6-11.

V. 6. * They understood nol.” They ought to
have understood ; for the language and even the
thought was from their own Scripture (see Ezek.

34); but it needed eyes less blinded than theirs
by pride and unspirituality to discern what the
great Teacher meant.

N. 7. ¢ Jasus therefore said unto them again.”
(Rev. Ver,) Oh, the patience of the Saviour !
He wall have all men to come to the knowledge
of the truth. He carefully unfulds to them the
hidden meaning, and with startling boldness as
to His own claim. * 7am the door.” A sample
of the surprises with which the teaching of our
Lord abounds. When we expect Him to say,
‘I am the Good Shepherd,” He says, “I am
the door of the sheep.” He is not only the One
who enters the door and leads His people in and
out, but the very door of entrance itself to the
Kingdom of God.

V. 8. *“All that ever came before me” All
false guides who claim authority over God’s
heritage, such as the Pharisees, are *¢ thieves and

robters.”” They have no right to lead God’s
people,  Their aim is to fleece the ink, not
feed it.  ** The sheep did not hear them.” The

true sheep, that is, those ‘‘ ordained to eternal
life,” God’s own.

V.9 ‘“Zam the Door.” An cmphatic repet-
ition of a great pivotal truth, recalling such say-
ings as those of Jobn 14: 6; 11: 25, 26, A
three-fold blessing is his who emters in by Christ
as the Door, deliverance from peril,—** Sha// be
saved "’ (see Rom. 8: 1); freedom,—*¢ shall go
in and out” (see John 8: 36); sustenance,—
 find pasture ” (see Phil. 1: 19). The phrase-
ology of this verse comes from Numbers 27 : 15-
21, where Joshua is appointed by Jehovah as the
leader of the hosts of Israel in succession to
Moses, 4 ,

V. 10. ““7am come that they might Aave life
... abundantly,” By whatever figure Jesus sets
Himself forth as the Saviour, the idea of giving
is nct far awlly. And all of His gifts and bless-
ings as are *‘ ummarily comprehended,” as the
Shorter Catefhism would say, in these words—
‘T agn come that they might have life, and that
they might have it mors abundaatly.” :

V. 11. *' I am the good Shepherd.” The word
translated ‘‘good” cannot be adequately trans.
lated. It means: ‘ beautiful, noble, brave’
[Scotch ¢ braw "] as opposed to ““foul, mesan,
wicked.” Christ is the perfect Shepherd, as
opposed to his own imperfect ministers; He is
the true Shepherd, as opposed to the false shep- -

4
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herds, who are hirelings or hypocrites ; He is the
good Shepherd, who gives His life for the sheep,
as opposed to the wicked thief who takes their

lives to preserve his own. (Cimbridge Bible for
" Schools.) *“Layeth down His Aife.” (Rev.
Ver.) ‘ To lay down’ perhaps includes the notion
of ‘to pay down,” a’common meaning of the
words in classical Greek ; if so, it is exactly
equivalent to the phrase of the other Gospels, * to
give as a ransom.’ Lt occurs again, vs. 15, 17 ;
13: 37,38 15:133 1 John 3:16.” Scealso
Isa. 53:10; 1 Tim. 3 : 6. (Cam. Bible). Thisis
the first mark of the Good Shepherd—a mark
which would be keenly appreciated in Eastern
countries, whete the danger from wild beasts and
armed baads of robbers is constant.

V. 12, 13. ‘‘ He that is an Aireling.” A
hired servant who, not having the sense of owner-
ship of the flock, forsakes them in time of peril.
Christ uses every art of language to emphasize
these three precious truths : (a) That His people
are His own in the truest and most intimate
sense ; (b) That He will care for and deliver
His own even at the cost of life itself ; (c) That
there is absolute security in trusting and following
Him. These truths might well be called the
2, b, ¢, of our religion. The 23rd Psalm, so
dear to the Christian heart, is just these truths in
song. ** The wolf” stands for any power oppos-
ed to Christ, the Good Shepherd.

ILLUSTRATION AND APPLICATION

“ Verily, verily, I say unto yow,” v. 1. The
plainness of speech and the tenderness of Christ
are equally admirable, He suffers the claim of
these Pharisees to judge of the things of the
Kingdom of God, no, not for an hour { I{e exposes
them as hirelings, thieves, robbers in God’s
Kingdom, with ail the emphasis of the double
‘“ Amen.” But with the same emphasis He dis-
plays the open door and seta forth the Shepherd
of power.and grace. Herein Christ is a pattern
for teachers, whether in the class or from the
pulpit. It happens often that wrong things and
bad men must be called by their right ul names.
The duty is a trying one, but we may not shrink
from it. We must **speak the tru h and shame
the devil,” but we must speak the truth as Christ
- spoke it, and must not content ourselves with
denouncing wrong, bat must show to all men
the tender and compassiopate Shepherd who

.

V. 14, 15. The Revised Versinn may be read
here: ‘* 7 know mine own and mine own know me,
evem as the Father knoweth me and I know, otc.”
The second mark of a good shepherd ; a thorough
knowledge of his sheep, springing from sympathy
with them, to which knowledge and sympathy
they freely respond. *‘‘ Here the degree of this
intimacy is affirmed by Christ 10 bear resemblance
to the remarkable communion between the Erer-
nal Father and the Eternal Son, (Compare 6 : §7
and 15:9.) It is the knowledge of mutual trust,
love, sympathy.” (Reith,) * And I lay down
my life for the sheep.” He reverts to the first
mark of the good shepherd ‘“as if it were the
frst and last thing deserving to be said on the
subject.” As indeed, it is; for is it not through
H s death alone that they have life? The
thought of the cross and of the great ransom
there offered for men seemed to be the under.
current of all Jesus’ thoughts concerning salva-
tion, even as ‘‘ His decease which he should
accomplish at Jerusalem ” was the theme of His
conversation with Moses and Elias on the Mount
of Transfiguration (Luke 9 : 31).

V. 16, “ Other sheep........ not o) this fold."”
The Gentiles. An instructive series of passages
for comparisonis John 7 :35;11:82 ; 12: 32and
Acts 18 :10. * One Aock and one shepherd.”
(Rev. Ver.) Compare Eph 2 : 13-18.

~

seeks to bring back the wandering sheep to the
fold, and who welcomes even the most unworthy.
Thankful, indeed, should we be that Christ so
deals with the unwortby.

Y The sheep hear Ass wuc,” v. 3. Note the
shepherd’s gentle power. Itisof he voice, not of
the whip. The shepherd may need to use his rod
and staff sometimes, but his chief power is that of
the voice. The sheep know his voice. They are
inspired with confidence when they hear it
They follow whereitleads. In darkness orlight,
that voice is still the guiding power. It is oot
the voice of thunder, which strikes terror, but the
voice of love, which qiickens hope. Happy are
they who hear it, Others may need to be driven
or compelled in the way of duty. These follow
with glad obedience.

‘ He drew me and I followed on,
Chamed to confess the voice divine.”
v
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It is of the utmost importance to learn early to
listen to and to follow the voice of Jesus. ~ There
sre many wandering away. They cannot hear

_ the voice in the din and noise of the world. Our
children sre within the fold; but, unless they
learn to hear the divine voice for themselves, they
will wander away. There are many siren voices
calling that will surely lead them into evil, Their

. only safety is to listen in early life to the voice of
the Good Shepherd. Then, O Lord Jesus, speak

. to us in Thy gentlest whispers and teach us to

" know Thy voice ; and, through all life’s changes,
may we follow it with unswerving constancy,
and, when we have done our work here, may we
at the last hear Thy voice saying, ‘‘ Come ye
blessed of my Father’ !

¢ He goeth before them,” v. 4. Christ's method
is to lead, not to drive. His great word is
$Come.” Asthe mother Jeads a child, as the
shepherd guides his flock, as the captain leads
his soldiers into battle, 80 Jesus goes before His
disciples, pointing to the path of duty, sustain-
ing them in the time of danger by His presence
and holwg them even in tbe solemn hour of
death.

S A strangcy will they not /bllaw, v. 5 We
may learn a lesson even from the silly sheep.
Sheep are social animals. They do not like
loneliness, but they are wise emough to keep
company with their own kind. They live on the
*follow my leader ” priaciple, and though some-
times they carry this out foolishly, can we afford
to reproach them ! We have these two features
in common with them : we are fond of society
and we need aleader. When we have the true
Leader and the fellowship of those who have
a like precious faith, then we have both safety
and strength. Let us note the wisdom of the
sheep. ‘¢ A stranger will they not follaw.” They

" prefer the trusted, the true and the tried. How
often young people are led astray by going con.
trary tothis. They follow the charming voice
of some stranger and heed not the tender tones
of mother, the kindly counsels of father, the wise
teaching of the pastor, Young men who despise
the silly sheep have often commitied this great
folly. Wearyingofthe well-known voices,theyhave
followed strangers and have had to learn the les-
son at a terrible cost.

“Saved . . . go én and out . . find

/ dastmrs,” v.9. This describes the free, active,

}

plentiful life of the sheep. The salvation that
Christ brin means rest, safety, .freedom,
heavenly care. Christ’s gifts are abundant, but
dotiot pauperite His ministry calls out our
activity. The man who finds the real Kingand
sthe true Leader finds also his own best self.

¢ Lifs and more abundantly,” v. 10,
The meaning of this word **life” grows with
our growth and with our experience of God's
Holy Spirit withia us and of the activities to
which Christ calls his people. To the child, it
means little ; to the wise, s{inlly man, it means
something that God alone can reveal and satisfy,
Life is God’s greatest gift, and it comes through
Jesus to those who hear the Shepherd’s voice.

‘‘ The Good Shepherd,” v. 11. The title gives
us a glimpse of the spirit of Christ’s service t
men. This may be expressed in one word —love.
‘“The King of Love my Shepherd is.” Itwas
love that sent Him (John 3: 16). Love was the
secret of His life (John 13: 34), Love was His
reward (John 17). He plabrﬂ?msclf in contrast
with thieves and robbers, those who hy cunning
or violence robbed the people of liberty and gave
them stones instead of bread. He also distin-
guishes Himself from hirelings—those who love
the office and take the reward, but who lack the
real spirit of service. The hireling may be a
pastor or a teacher'or a man ia any profession

to whom money is the chief end and who has no
real ** vocation,” no enthusiasm for, duty, no real
call to the service of humanity.

“ 7 lay down my life for the sluep Y v 1S,
This is the true shepherd idea. *‘Ye call me
Master and Lord : and ye say well; for so I am ”
(John 13 : 13). ‘‘But I am among you as one
that serveth” (Luke 22 :27). The Ministering
Master is the Servant-King and the chimax of His
service is, * I lay down my life for the sheep.” Our
life comes thrSugh His sacrifice ; our power of
obedience through His redemption. It was
the Jehovah who redeemed His people from the
‘ House of Slaves ” that gave them the Ten
great Commandments. It is the Good Shepherd
who sacrificed Himself in the spirit of love that
lays upon us the new commandment of Laove. °
We must know the service of the Christ for our
own soul before we can be His servants to °
others.

¢ Othey sheep I have whichk are not of this fold,”
v. 16.
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. ’l’here s & wideness in God’s mercy,
Like the wideness of the sea.’

[sracl was God's chosen pegple, but Israel was
. got called to a monopoly of God’s grace, as these
later Rabbis taught, but as God sail to Abra.
bam, * In thee shall all families of the earth be
‘blesscd ¥ (Gen. 12 : 3). The true spirit of Juda-
ism was cosmopolitan. ‘‘ The Lamb of God,”
° said the last and greatest Jewuh proph‘ ‘‘taketh
away the sin of the world.”

“One flock...... one shepherd.” (Rev. Ver.)
There may be wmany folds but there is only one
fock, whether or not the different folds which
make up the flock recognize™ this heavenly fact,
There is but one flock even as there is but one

Picturesqueness is a marked characteristic of
the lesson of ** The Good Shepherd.” It affords
ample scope for the imagination ; and, hence,
should not be difficult to teach.

It might be well to begin with a series of ques-
tions, clear and rapid, on the story of tbe blind.
beggarman and the opening of ‘his eyes. In the
" questions, take pains to-mak® emphatic these
" two things, the unsought compassion and help of
Jesus and the unpu(ionublc stupidity and brutal-
ity of the Pharisees.

This will prepare for the prmnt lesson. The
occasion of the parable was the unshepherdliness
of those perverse guides of the people and (in the
, background) the shepherdliness of .Jesus Himself
in the healing of the poor blind man.

. The framework of the parable may be first
- taken up, the treatment being as far as possible
by question and answer—on the sheepfold, its
construction and use, the encmies to be kept out,
the marks of the true shepherd (entering by the
door, admitted by the porter, recognized by the

by them). The perils of the pasturage in the
mountain wilderness may also be brought out.

flock, going before his own sheep and followed

Shepherd. We may love our own flock without
claiming that it contains all Christ’s love. Two
evils we must watch against, the one, the unbelfef
or indifference which does not seek the shelter of
the fold, and the other, the bigotry which regards
r little fold as being outside Christ's
us love our ‘own Church as the Jews &
cirs, only without their bigotry and
ndfrowdess, and as the early disciples loved their
little company ; but let us remember also the
Master's word, ** Other sheep I have which are
not of this fold,” and so cultivate a .generous
spirit towards all everywhere who call upon the
Lord Jesus,

’

TEACHING HINTS

Show why the Pharisees did not understand it.
Count the ** I's ” of the parable. Jesus’ object .
in speaking so much of Himself was that He
might reveal Himself truly as the Shepherd of the
needy and helpless. Show how vividly and ten
derly this is yone.

In what various characters does our Sawour
here reveal Himrself?

» The doot, v. 7.

The provider of safety, {reedom, nourishment,
v. 9.

The light giver, v. 10.

The Good Shepherd, who gives His own life
for the sheep, v. 11. '

The Good Shepherd, who knows His sheep *
and is known of them, v. 14.

The one Shepherd of all who will hear llu
voice and follow Him, v. 16.

Perhaps there is no better ending for the lesson,
none more likely to make the Shepherd and His
tender care real, and the importance of personal
experience of that care than to have someone

(asked beforehand) repeat Lord’s my
Shepherd, I'll not wa through ; and there
could be no more fitting hymn for the closing of

I1. What the parable means.

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.

3. Show in what respects Christ is the Good

.

TOPIOS FOR BRIEF PAPERS

the school than that same Shepherd Psalm.

Only one topic should be given to each scholar.
Sometimes all may be asked to write on the same topic. The papers to be read out in the class.)

1. Describe an eastern sheeplold, and how the shepherd deals with his flock.

Shepherd. ¢

3. Quote two verses of any one of the bymns in the Book of Praise on Christ as the Shepherd.
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. THE REVIEW ' y

The review exercise is liktly to be flat and unprofitsble unless carefully prepared for. The
best preparation wiil have begun at the beginning of the quarter, and will bave been carried
steadily onward, Sabbath by Sabath. The advantage of this is that each lesson becomes fixed in
the memory by the weekly drill, and the ity of the whole series is made impressive.

For example, in the quarter now ending, the manifoldness of our Divine Lord has been

wondrou-ly exhibited : how ‘‘all fullness” dwells in Him, and how out of His fullness He sup-
plies all things that they need to all those who look to Him. .

THE CLASS REVIEW

N
[]

8y

N

.

Some schools will prefer to review by classes. In its simplest form, this may consist of the
recitation of the Lesson Titles, the Golden Text, and the outline of the Lesson Plan.

A slate or pad of rough paper will be found serviceable. Draw Leforehand the columns as in
the Review Chart, and write in the headings and also the lesson passages in column, leaving the
rest vacant. Then fill in as the scholars recite. The meéchanical ;frocess will aid in holding their
tention, ard the earnest teacher will find his opportunities as he goes along.

The chance seeds thus dropped will be as likely to grow as if there was a more formal éxhorta-
on.  More likely, bumanlygpeaking, for children sre very quick to seize upon a truth, but very
stless when it 1s dwelt upon too long.

The Class Review has some advantages, as each scholar is more likely to take a share, and the
skilful teacher, who knows where the joints in the harness are, can send home a sh‘aft where he sees
an opening.  Tu go over the Quarter’s lessons, as above, will occupy, and occupy profitably, the
whole available time for teaching i1n the class.

DESK REVIEW

In most schools, a brief review from the superintendent’s desk will supplement the Class Review ;
or probably the Desk Review will take the place of the Class Review. Every schoo! should have
a blackboard large enough to carry the Review Chart in outline for the whole quarter. In this case
the superintendent mway begin on the first Sabbath of the quarter after this fashion. (Some bright
scholar, skilful with his fingers, will always be found, who will be delighted to make the outhne
should the superintendent not have the skill or the practice necessary.)

REVIEW CHART—First Quarter, 1899.

STUDIBS IN THE |

3. Pro. 4. Rej.

GosPEL OF TIiTLE GOLDEN TexT LessoN PranN
JouN .
R |
1J.1, 1-14 l Chr. T. L. In H. L. ‘ 1. TTEW. 2. InT. Wid.

A

The whole class should be drilled upon this outline, eithes in the opening or closing exercises.
[t is made up from the first page of the lesson in the TRACHERS' MONTHLY, and the scholars will
take delight in deciphering the abbreviativns and will readily attach the proper words to them. The
following Sabbath, review Lesson I. and add Lesson I1., and so oa each Sabbath, going back to the
beginning with the Review. By the end of the Quarter, the outline will be complete as inthe Review
Chart, and the drill on Review Sabbath will be a joy to the scholars.

Mere drill, however, is not review. [t is a bartren review, indeed, that does not give a new
view as well.  In the case of the lessons of this quarter, a very helpful new view may be got by
blotting ‘out everything from the blackboard except the word *‘ Christ ” as it comeés in the titles (the
litle of Lesson VI may, for the purpose, be readily adjusted, * Christ Healing the Nobleman’s
Son.”) Then write with the title at the top and bringing out esch of the sub-titles through ques-
tions, lesson by lessonm : N ’
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A THE MANIFOLDNESS OF CHRIST,

Christ, the Light-Giver;

-Christ, the Master,

Chuist, the Muracle-Worker,

Christ, the Teacher,

Chust, the Sinnet’s Friend,

Chuist, the Healer,

Chtist, the Son of the Heavenly Father,
" Chnist, the Bread of Life,

Christ, Satistying Thirst,

Christ, Giving Freedom from Sin,
Chiist Opening Bhind Eyes, .
Christ Shepherding His flock.

It will be a thoughtless scholar indeed who will not see, as the exercise goes on, somc‘thing in
the blessed Saviour that appeals to his own heart.

THE TEACHER'S RESPONSIBILITY

Let us look at any class in any school. DPerhaps this teacher has worked many years
there, and several generations of such young people hive passei through his or her hands.
Thede pugils are men and women in the making.  Rbeir dispositions duffer in subile ways which it
would puzzle us to descnibe, and which it would be impo sible to enumerate. The sirange medley
that there is in them of good and tad, of attraciive and rep:llent, of beautiful and disagreeable !
The surprising maaner in which many of them alter—now from b'd to good, and, now from
good to bad—as their years pass under the watch ul eyes of parents and pastors and teach-
ers! They.will soon be out in the world, formed characters, to work out their weal or their woe
as sinners or saints, as criminals or honorable citizens ; and the teacher has his own important
share in their formation. Manifesily he cannot be held ultimately responsible for their being
Christians or rejectors of Christ. No man can compel an unwilliog soul to yield itself to Christ.
But there are four distinct mat'ers in regard to which every Sunday-school teacher is responsible.
° The first of these is knowledge of the Bible. He is a teacher of the Word of God. His op-
portunities are few, comparatively speaking—Ilimited, perhaps, to one lesson a weck. But God
will not exact more than 1s just, and He knows what can be done in that one lesson. It is much
mare than many do. For one thing, the child ought in every six years or less of the Interns-
tional Lessons to go over almost the whole Bible, which means that a great desal can be done to fix
in a young memory, by vivid description, the most important events _in Scripture history; to
awaken in a young conscience a sense of the purity of the law of God; to establish in a young .
heart a profound sense of the majesty, the love, the faithfalness, the tendemeé‘of God as He is
revealed in Christ. .

Secondly, the Sunday School teacher is also placed in very close pastoral relations with his
class. He can visit themoften ; he can minutely watch and note the sPecial dangers of eich char-
acter, Faults 'of manner, tendencies of temper even, ard other sins and failings can be lovingly
named and faithfully dealt with, and guida-ce given r garding g mes and reading, and even
choice of & career. .

The third ground of resp-nsibility is that the Sunday school worker is not only a feacder and o
sastor of his pupils, but also an cvangelisr.  Allelse is in vain noless it lead up to and lead on from
the continuous and unwearied, the wise and pas-ionate effort to win every pupil 10 the conscious and

ad love and service of Jesus Chnst. For the clear and forceful appeals, judicionsly and not

upderingly made, or for their abrerce, or for their careless, formal, heartless manner, every
leader of a class must give an answer on tbat day. No part of the work needs more care,
more delicacy of feeling, mrre unselfisbness of spirit, more prayer and study of character, than
this supreme task of evangelizing the children of the Church ; none will be more searchingly exam-
ined by the Lord of the little ones. .

Bat, lastly, the worker in a class 1s not ‘only a teacher, a pastor, an evangelist ; he or she is a
man or woman whose personal qualities tell all through the work I have described. The tone
of-all that work, amoag the pupils is the personal tone of the -man ar woman who does it. The ™
discipline of their own characters, the deepening of their  own faith—for 1,ve and this all teachers
muast answer- at last as feacders, becaure 1t profoundiy affects the infloence which they exert
weak by’ week upoo the members of their classes. — Professor ' W. Dougias Machensis.




tikLps Fok TEACHERS OF THE LITrLE ON8s, BY Miss Jessik A. Munko, Toroxio
FIRST QUARTER
STUDIES IN THE GOSPRL OF JOHN

‘PREVIEW
I'd

The lessons for the present quarterare in John's
Gospel : Studies in the life of Christ. ~ We see
CutrisT in His different manifestations as THE
LIGHT OF THE WORLD, GIVING LIGHT THROUGH
His WORD> AND WORKS.

e see Him

. im e,
1. Introduced as the Ligh%n'x T 1-dg,

2. Drawing the disciples to the light, John 1;
. 45-86.

3 Brightening a feast with His light, John 2:
IR

4 Casting light on the way of life, John 3: 1-16.

5. Satisfying with light and grace, Jchn 4°

515 \‘

6. Bringing healing and light to a home, John
4: 43 54-

7. Reflecting God’s Light, John §: 17 27.

8. Bestowing ligT\t and cbeer on the needy.,
»]ohn% 114.

9. Inviting all to e‘)me to the light, John'y :
14, 28-37.

1o. Flashing light mto a prison, Jobn 8:
31-36.

11. Opening blind eyes to the light, John g:
1-11.

13. Leading His flock in His Yight, John 10:
1 16.

13. Review—CHRIST THE LIGHT
' WoRrLD.

OF THR

-
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LESSON X.—March 3, 1899

CHRIST FRERING FROM

SiN. John 8: 12, 31-36

PREVIEW THOUGHT : Cbrist gives Light througbh Dis words and worhs

Golden Text. —''Ii the Soo, therefere,
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed,”
[ohn 836

To-Day’s Lesson Thought. — Jesus
shews us how to escape {rom sin,

Connection. —Recall the Thanksgiving
Feast at the Temple—the procession returning
from the fountain of Siloam—Jesus’ words as He
stood in the Temple watching ‘the procession.
(Jobn 7:37). How can we drink of Jesus’ love
and of Jesus’ words? When did David hide
God’s word? ‘* Tby word have I hid in mine
beart.” Have the children some of God’s word
hidden there? (Let a few of them recite verses
that lhe-y know ‘‘ by heart.” Kncourage them to
learn other verses as well as the Golden Texts,
ask them %o learn all the verses they can find
which contain the word ‘‘light.” Let their
minds be stored with many short precious texts).

Lesson 8tory. —The pext day Jesus was
sgain in the Temple speaking to those Jews who
believed that He was really God's Son. He
said again ‘I am the light of the world.” (Let

'

the children tell you the meaning.) Ile said if
they remembered what He bad taught them and
if they tried to do His will, they were really His
“* disciples” (followers, scholars). Christ is our
dear teacher—we are all scholars, big and little—
the world (life) is our school (we have lessons to
learn from our joys and sorrows, lessons of
thankfulness and of trust}-—our school-book is the
Bible. If we are really scholars (disciples) study-
ing our book (Bihle), going to our teacher
(jesus) every day (prayer), we shall soon know
Him (the Truth).
frée). Shew a piece of soft hemp rope. Is7it all
piece—what do we call it (a strand)? Each strand
is made up of fibres (shew them). If we waot
a small rope we use a few fibres. We could
casily break away if any one held us by these
fibres, but we add strand after strand and the
rope gets stronger. Soon we cannot break the
rope and it gets so strong we could be dragged
along -by it, and if it were wound around and

{Repeat verse 32). (Explain
that sin bas power over us all till Christ sets us

one piece of hemp? Let us see—there’s one /

AP TR
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Christ Healing the Blind Man ' | March 12
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big lies (hue’ne the big strands

+ by which the sin of untruthtulness
. is holding her a prisoner). It will

) [} N get so strong she never can bresk
it, and everybody will know her ay .
a girl that cannot be trusted.
- re (Other sins can be illustrated in
r R E . a similar way, anger, bad words,
intemperance and many other ropes
of sin the children will be able to
tell you.) Someone muct break the
rope and set us free, or e'se we
shall be always bound. .

Practical Thoughts.—
Jesus flashes light into sin’s prison.
house, to shew what a bad place it is so
one came and cut the rope and set us free (draw | that the prisoners will want to be set free 3
a broken rope, yellow chalk). (explain), and Jesus is the only one who mnj

There is another kind of rope now tell the|break the rope of sin. (Golden Text) (Ex--
little children—the Aope of Sin. How do we|pliin). Ask Him to keep us from getting the
begin to make this rope of sin? Suppnse a little | first little fibre of sin’s rope around us. Jesus %
girl thinks if ste tells one little lie it will not do | wraps us around and around with *‘‘cords of 2

%

around us, we never could get free till some

any harm (one Iittle fibre that is drawing her to | love ” that will never break. These cords of Jesus’ 3
sin’s prison house). When she has told one lie |love will draw us away from all sia into the ;
it does not seem so bad to tell another {another “'pa(bs of righteousness,” and will at last draw |
fibre). This rope of sin is getting bigger and | us ioto the beautiful Heavenly bome Ie bas
bigger, till at last she thinks nothing of telling ' gone to prepare for us.

2 DO

LESSON X{.—March 12, 1899
CHRIST HEALING THE BLIND MAN. Jchn 9: 1-11

PREVIEW THOUGHT : Cbrist aives Ligbt tbrougb bis words and works

Qolden Text.— Oae thirg I krow that, be able to see our friends or any of the beautiful
whereas [ was blind, n-w I see.”——John 9: 25. things around us—roée & ! Nothing but dark-.
To-day's Lesson Thought. —Jesus ness! (Openeyes!) Do the children know any
opeans blind eyes 1o the Light. .one who is blind? There are many blind people
Oonnection.—A picce of rope might again ' in the world, many little boys and girls, so many
be shewn to the class and the practical thougbts . that there are schools for blind children where

« of last lesson recalled. Have we asked ]esusitbcy are taught to read by moving the fingers

every dayto keep us from being held prisoners  over raised letters and fecling the shape of the

by sin’s rope? letters in place of seeing them. (The Bible is
We are now going to hear about a wonderful | printed in this way for them.) This is another

mirncle that Tesus did a few days afier this talk | way of seeing. (Shew some raised print.) How

in the Temple. . thankful we should be that God bas given us our
Lesson 8tory.—Ask the children to|sight! God has some good reason for letting thoss

close eyes tightly, How dark it is! How  boysandgirls be blind—whatever God does is for

apxious we are to get them open again! How | our good.

sad to live all the time with eyes closed, never to| One day Jesus was passing by the Temple
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(Ssbbath day). Tell the story in as simple a way
as possible. (See PRIMARY QUARTERLY.) Draw
the closed eyes while you are speaking of the

r man who had been blind ever since he was
a little baby. Draw the open eyes when you tell
about Jesus opening his eyes to the light.

Make the story vivid. Be interested yourself
and the children will be filled with wonder at fhe
pewer of Jesus. (How many miracles connected

" with blindness did Jesus perform?) Why did
Jesus give sight to this man? (Verse 3.) Jesus
wanted the man to believe in Him. (Tell the
rest of the story, verses 13-38.) (Repeat Golden
Text.) His eyes were opened so that he saw
everything about him. Jesus also made him able

- dESYS

RSN

LIGHT

to see (understand) that Jesus is the Son of God,
that He is full of power and love. The man had
heen blind in two ways. A child says, ““Qh [
can see how mother loves me. I can see how °
kind and she is. She loves me and I love
her, and Fedlieve everything she says—every-
thing sheYoes is right.” This man saw fesus in
this way and said, ‘‘ Lord, I behieve,” and wor-
shipped Him. (Speak of the joy of the man at
receiving sight; other people had given him
money, but Jesus gave bim the greatest gift—
power to see the light.)

Practical Thoughts.—Troubles are
often sent to lead usto look to Jesus for light.
Many people all around us are blind to Jesus’ love
and power. They see the things
around them with their two eyes,
and spend so much time looking
at and thinking of the things of
the world that they forget to look
at Jesus. Jesus is longing to open
their eyes to see Him if they will
only look at Him. (Read His
word—pray to Him for light to see
Him.) (What joy comes from
seeing Jesus?) Speak of the mil-
lions of heathen in darkness and
blindness. How can we help to
make them see Jesus?

<V

LESSON XII.--March 19, 1899

CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD,

Tobn 10: 1-16.

REVIEW THOUGHT : Gbrist gives Ligbt tbrough bis words and works

Golden Toext.—'‘I am the Good Shep-
berd ; the Good Shepherd giveth his life for the
sheep.”—John 10: 11, '

To-day’'s Lesson Thought.—Jesus
leads H s fl sck in His light.

Connection.—What was the matter with
the poor man wWe were talking about last Sab.
bath * Recall the facts and the practical thoughts.
Did any of the children during the week
any one to see Jesus? . .__/MP

Jesus was again talking to the people in Jerusa-
lem, He often talked to the people about things
they saw around them and taught them lessons

from these things. There were a great many
flocks of sheep, with the shepherds, on the hills
of Palestine, and now, when he talked to them
about sheep and shepberds, he was talking about
things they saw evety day.

Lesson Story.—How many have scen a
flock of sheep in a field? Draw the picture of &
lamb. (S>me Jambs may be cut out of cardboard
and pinned on the board and the hills and sheep-
fold drawn. The cardboard lambs may be
covered with white, woolly cloth or eotion
batting. A sand tray may be used, the hills’
made of sapd, the sheepfold with a wall ot
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stones, a flock of sheep, a picture of & shepherdd We are his sheep, little children are the lambs,
out 6ut and mounted on stiff cardboard. These | lesus knows us each by name, He gave up His
can be made to stand in & natural position by | life for us. [{edied for us, and is now 1n Heaven,
‘attaching each to a small sharp-pointed stick | He is watching over us and wants us to follow
which will hold firmly in the sind. This will 1 Him into the Heavenly fold.

give the children an idea of Eastern shepherds! Practical Thoughts. — There are

and sheepfolds,) R :dangen in our life.  There are robbers (sins)
Now go on to describe the customs of the:e | who would like to steal us a vay from Jesus’ fold.
Those who keep close to the Good Shepherd
are sale and they get many sweet bits from His
hand. (Explain.)
Recite 23rd Psalm,

shepherds, going before the sheep, leading them
by the brightest, safest paths, calling each by
pame, waiching each one, carrying lambe in
@eir arms if they are weak or tired, drawing the
sheep out of the dark and dan-
gerous places (with his crook, if
need be), suffering for them, per.
haps, exposed to storms of rain
and snow, willing even to die to
save his sheep, gathering suweet
bits of grass for those nearest
him, or for the feeble ones, lead.
ing them to the fold.

A nutiber of shepherds gather
their sheep into one fold at night. P
A “porter” is left in charge. He JJRCISENES

watches all night long, with his
LD ') o
SHEPHERD "

dog by his side. (Robbers might
climb over the wall and steal
the theep, or wolves might get
io and kill them.) In the morning

the shepherds come, knock at the door, the porter Jesus is our Shepherd good,
opens, each shepherd calls his own sheep, his He, with tender love, -
sheep know his voice and follow him and he . Watches o’er us every oae
leads them away to green pastures. From His fold above,

(Read from lesson) Jesus says ‘I am the I will follow in His steps,
Good Shepherd and know my sheep and they Follow every day,
know me ;” ‘“‘I am :he Gool Shepherd; the Asking Him to show me light
Good Shepherd giveth his life for the sheep ” All along the way.

R

' LLESSON XIII.—March 26, 1899
REVIEW- First Quarter

LESSON TITLE GOLDEN TEXT
Lasson I. Christ the True Light. *In Him was life ; and the life was the light of men.”
: —John 1: 4.
Lxsson 11, Christ’s First Disciples. ** B hold the Lamb of God !”"—John 1 : 36.
Lxsson II1. Christ's First Minacle. *“ And His disciples believed on Him.”—John 2 : 11.
Lxsson 1V. Christ and Nicodemus, * For God so loved the world, that He gave His only’

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”—
Tohn 3: 16.
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LessoN V. Christ at Jacob’s Well.
LassoN VI, The Nobleman’s Son Healed.

LessoN VII. Christ’s Divine Authority.

*‘ Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give

him shall never thirst.” — John 4 : 1%.

‘¢ Jssus saith unto him, thy son liveth : and himsel
believed and his whole house.”—Jchn 4: 53

“This is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.”

—John 4 : 42.

LessoN VIII. Christ Feeding the Five “1
Thousand.

LessoN IX, Christ at the Feast,

the bread of life.”—John 6 : 35.

‘ I any man thirst, let him ccme unto Me and drink.’

—Jobn 7: 37.

Lesson X. Christ Freeing from Sin.

“ If the Son therefore make you [ree, ye shall be free

indeed.”—John 8: 36
LessoN XI. —AChnst Healing the Blind Man. ‘*One thmg I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I

Lessox XII. Christ the Good Shepherd.

Golden Text.—* My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and they follow me,”—
fohn 10: 27.

When the little ones have no separate room for
themselve~, and therefore cannot have their
Review apart from the school, they should be
encouraged to take their share with the older
scholars in repeating the Lesson Titles and the
Golden Texts, and if they have been encouraged
to commit to wmemory from the PRIMARY
(QUARTERLY * What I have learned
to day,” their fresh voices and
bright answers wil do much t>
enliven the general review. The
Primary teacher will feel that her
pains with them through the quar.
ter have not been in vain.

OTHER PLANS, "

The following plans of review
can only be used when the Primary
Class is faught in a. separste
room and reviewed by themselves,

All through the quarter we have
had before us ¢ Christ the Light
of the world.” A sun with twelve
rays may be drawn, and on the rays
the name of the lesson written, between the rays
the golden text and blackboard sentence for each
Sabbath. In the centre, ‘‘ Christ the Light of
the world.”

The outline of a hg")ouse may be drawn, and
on each block (numbered 1, 2, 3. etc.) the black-
board pictures (cut from the TRACHERS
MONTHLY) may be pinned. Recall each lesson,
golden text, etc.. On the rays of light write the
names of the lesson. Where is Jesus—the Light—

\

‘T am the Good Shepherd :
bis life for the sheep.”— John 10:

see.” —John 9 : 25.
the Good Shepherd giveth
.

shining now? Make a practical application in
the interests of missions.. The thought for the
quarter seems to call for this—*¢ Jesus gives Light
through His words and works.’ Fe shall show

the Light to those in darkness—send His Word
to them so that His Light may shme into their
hearts and lives.

A map may be shown with the mission fields
covered with black paper,or asmall globe arranged
in a similar way.

Tell of some of the mission

fields of our own Church—of work among the
children.
* Far out in the heathen lands
Poor children live, <
Stretch out your helping hands,
Give —freely give.
No Sabbath School is there,
With its Bible, songs, and prayer,
That they your light may share—
Give—freely give.”
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TEACHING A HYMN
A TALK WITH PRIMARY TEACHERS

Childten love to sing, because it is part of
their being to do so, God, who made such
perfect harmeny in nature, did ot neglect it in
Hu greatest creation—mankind ; and the glad-

- pess of heart bursts forth almost as freely as
from the songsters of the trees. It is on this
sceount that singing holds the prominent place
it does (or should) in the training of the young.

That which is comprehended in rythm is
remembered long after other words are forgotten,
and if set to music will be sung over and over at
bome when the teacher has dropped it out of the
class list, because (she thinks) we have sung it so
long and are tired of it. Therefure it behooves
us to be careful in our selection, Children at
their most4mpressinnable age should have pre-
sented to them that which 1s pure and beau iful
and worth, remembering, and at the same time
ptins should be taken that they shall unaerstand
what they sing.

A hymn, the words of which have been re-
peated line by line uatil the children-can say it
through in a sing-song manner, is »o¢ a carefully
taught hymn, although a difficult word here and
there may have been explained. It is preferable
even to Kave a few words beyond their compre-
hension if they have caught the spirit, than vice-
wersa ; for unless they sing with the heart there
can be neither worship nor true expression.

A well-taught hymn will be presented to the
child in much the same way as’we are accus-
tomed to give the lesson ; and agaitdnd again
when sung, a few questions will be asked, or an
illustration of this line or that verse will be giv-
en until the words are full of life and meaning,
and remain 0. Thus, when the time of need
comes, &3 it surely does to every life, the hymns
leamt in babyhood will be a real help.

Suppose we choose z hymn and find out one
way in which it may be presented to little chil-
dren so that they shall understand it.

Let us take *‘ Around the throne of God in
Heaven ” (Hymn §95, Book of Praise). ,

Have a blackboard and some colored chalks
st hand. (Maniila paper will do if you have not
a blackboard, or even a slate or sheet of loolscap,
if the class is small enough for all to see it.)

It is not necessary to be an artist in order to

use the chalk with beneft ta the children. Any-
one can draw an outline of a country, a square
for a town, a line for a person, etc.

When the attention of the class is yours, as it
will be almost immediately when you stand
quietly before it with your chalk in band, begin
-omewhat thus: *‘ Little children, I have a
wonderful story to tell you to-day, of something
which happened long ycars ago. * Right here,
on the blackboard, I will make a little bit of
land. (Draw a somewhat egg-shaped outline for
the Isle of Patmos about the centre of the board,
A few dashes of green for grass, and a little
brown drawn with the side of the chalk for rocks,
will make it more realistic ; but unless this is
done rapidly it is better omitted.)

*“ This is an island with deep water all round
it Up here was a very large country. I will
just have to make a little bit of it, oug board is
not large enough to show it all. (Make outline
of part of mainland across the top right hand cor-
ner.)

¢ One day a boat came sailing over here from
the mainland to the island. (Indicate on the
board as you say the words. If you have a sim-
ple trapezoid cut out of brown paper it will help .
the understanding, and make more interesting.
The plain piece of paper is nfuch better than a
real toy boat, for it answers the purpose without
attracting the attentinn from the thought you
want to illustrate ) °

‘“ Some men were in the boat, and when it
touched the island they put off ore man, and,sail-
Ing away, left him there without any boat to get .
back home. He had been told that he was to
stay there, that they would not have him back at
home. Poor man ! it was almost like putting
him in prison, this leaving him alone in a strange
place.

1 think you will be very much surprised
when I tell you this man was John, the disciple
whom Jesus loved so much, and he who wrote in
the Bible the beautiful lessons we are having just
now. )

‘‘Do you lh&{k}ohn had ever heen naughty, that
they put him away from his friends? No, it was
the people who sen! him away who were naughty.
They did not want to listen to the things which
Jesus had told John to teach. Jesus bad gone
back to heaven at this time, and, thdugh John
could not see Him every day as he used to, he

N
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would! still obey Him. So, when the men told
him to stop preaching, John said that he must
obey Jesus rather than men. That was the
reasgn they put him away from them.

“ Do you think Jesus knew what was being
done to John? Could Jesus have prevented their
“ staking him? Why did Jesus not do so then?
Because Jesus knew what was best. Jesus
always knows what is best. When He lets the
bard winds come to the little plant, the plant
strikes deeper roots and grows stronger. When
wwe have hard things to do, it is just to make us
stronger., But as well as helping John to grow
strong, this hard thing was going to do something
else for bim. Do you think he was quite alone
on that island ¢/ Whbo could get to him even
without a boat? . . . . Had Jesus ever be-
fore gone over the water without a boat? . . .
Yes ! and Jesus déd come to John now to com-
fort him ; and one Sabbath day Jesus gave John
something which made him very, very glad;
and He to0ld him to write it in a book that we
might know about it. Jesus gave Jchn a look
into Heaven. I cannot tell you now of all the
beautiful things John saw, but he wrote them all
down in the last Book of the Bible, and-your
papa or mamma will tell you more about them it
you ask, but I will tell you of some of them.

““ John saw the great white Throne of God,
and Jesus sitting uponit. In front of it was a
beautifui river of water, so clear that it looked
like glass. Standing around the Thrane were
very many people in shining whité garments,
singing praises and glory to God. {

¢ John tells us how beautiful and bright it is
there, and that the brightness Soines right from
Jesus’ face ; and that the people all love Him so
much that they want to look at Him and sin
praises to Him all the time. John' says that
thousands and thousands of people were there.
Some of them would be chiidren hike you., Do
you know how they got there? I will tell you.

o

Because when they lived here on the earth they
loved Jesus and tried to please Him, They
were naughty sometimes, but they were sorry
after it, and’tried to do better ; so Jesus washed
the naughty things away and bore the punish-
ment instead of them, because He loved them so.
Jesus loves us just as much; and some happy
day we too may go and stand around His Throne
and sing ¢ Glory !’

‘“ There are some nice verses about this in our
Book of Praise'which I will tell you,”

Here sing the hymn through to the children as -

impressively and disticctly as possible. Do not
use the buok (though it is well to hold it in the
hand that they may see it is from our hymn.
book), but look right into the faces of the little
ones. They will return the look, and feel every
word you say.

‘I will sing it once more, and this time you may
help when we come to ‘Glory, glory, glory.””

The next Sunday, afier a brief review, sing it
again. It will scarcely be necessary to line it at
all.  The children will be so interested that they

will remember the words after two or three Sun- °

days, Neither need they be told to sing loudly
or softly. They will imitate you.

In presenting hymns for the first time it is well
that they should be as seascmable as possible,
e g, take ‘“ We plough the fields and scatter at
seed time or harvest; ‘‘ The morning bright

for the first time, on a sunny spring day ; % Wash *

me, and I shall be whiter than snow,” after the,
first soowfall,

would be very suitable after a little class-mate
bad been called home. When external causes
have aroused the interest the hymn fits right.in,_
and the lesson codtained strikes home. Thus
we may use the children’s natural lpve for’ music
and rhythm for their own uplifting and devolop-
ment.
Toronto

E. AR

¢ Around the Throne” might be -
‘Jused with the present half-year’s Idisons, or

(Y
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THE BOOK PAQGE
7 % That §5 a good book whick 15 opened with ex-
dectation and closed with profit.”

THuk LirE oF HENRY DRUMMOND, by George
Adam Smith. Toronto: Fleming H. Revell
Company. Price $2 00 net.

* When he was upon his African journey the
natives called him by a name which signifies
.$ He who looks’ or ‘gazes.”” So tells his biog-

- rapher of Professot Henry Drummond, and so
say the two portraits, the one at the beginning
of the volume, in the freshness of his easher
mashood, the o her, later on in the book, when

he bas returned from that African journey with

its sad sights of the ghastly slave trade and the
tragedies of missionary life, *‘a splash of gray
hair upon his bead,” although but two and thirty,
and with ‘‘a certain tinge of -sadness” not
noticed before.

The keenness of his eyes, when he looked into
your face, watz what struck one hrst and most im-
gelsively on meeting Professor Drummond.

€ searched into your very soul. But it was a
kindly ’gue. that sympathized and longed to
help. These portraits—and they are extremely
life-like—revive, too, the impression of the
charm, quite indescribable, which seemed part
and parcel of the man. An hour in his class-
room in Glasgow, a few moments of zonversation
with ham at the close of the lecture, a glimpse of
him once or twice afterwards as he strode along
the street, a fine, handsome figure, tall, lithe,
instinct with healthy life—these are the personal
recollections of the present writer ; and shght as
the contact was with that wonderful personality,
the memory of it makes even the almost extrava-
gant enlogies of his biographer seem, as indeed
they are, true to the life.

Professor George Adam Smith has given us a
volume of unusual interest. It is a vivid picture
by one who was of the inner circle of his friends,
and writes with fullest knowledge a picture of a
mintly life. It bas the merit also of straight-
forward and frank criticism of his views and
writings where this seems to be required.

There are several classes of readers who will
weicome the ¢ Life of Henry Drummond.”

“Those—and it is a grea4 multitude in many lands
- —whose lives have been enriched hy his sermons
and addresses, will find here a living portraiture
of the man who spoke and wrote with such tact
and power. Christian workers will be attracted
by the story of his labors in the great religious
movement in Britain which began with Moody’s
tigsion in 1873, and in which D ummond,
although only twenty-three years of age, took so
large a part; his work winter after winter for
ten years amnngst the students, especiaily of
Edinburgh, his connection with the Boy’s Br gade,
and his visits to America and Australia in the in-
terests of young men.  His scientific observations
in Africa, very accurate and valuable so far as
they go, and the full account of the controver-
sles over his two principal books, ‘‘ Natural Law

The Bw? Page
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in the Spiritual World” and the * Ascent of
Man,” will interest the student ; whilst all who
value a first-hand—and withal picturesque—
view of & mission field will eagerly read Professor
Drummond’s vi-it to the New Hébrid

The many-sidedness, indeed, of Drummond
wa3 very temarkable. He seemed equally at
home talking to a bunch of street Arabs or
speaking on the concerns of the soul to invited
guests at Grosvenor House in the West End.
He was the gayest of the gay in the club of
like-minded college men and ministers who, for
over twenty years, never failed to spend a summer
week together at some quiet spot; and he was
the friend and counsellor, literally by the thou-
sands, to burdened and sin-sick souls, Gladstone
pressed him to enter Parliament, and the authori-
ties of McGill University asked him to succeed
Sir Wiltiam Dawson on his retirement from the
principalship of that seat of learning. He had
the true scientific instinct, as his book on
[ropical Africa testifies, and at the same time
possessed a rare art of simple and persuasjve elo-
quence.

Drummond’s logic did not always cohere,
and it is easy enough to pick flaws in his
theology, especially if one forgets what he himself
said when brought to task for not expressing him
self more fully on the great central doctrine of the
Atonement. *‘‘ My message lies amm\gh the for-
gotten truths, the false empbasis and the wrong
accent. To every man his work.” But his life
is an inspiration.

The book,which contains 506 pages, includiag
appendix and an =xcellent index, is in the best
style of the printer’s art. N .

David Lyall’s short stories have an attractive-
ness peculiarly their own. His style is so utterly
simple, and he deals so frankly and so tenderly
with the tragedies and comedies of ordinary
everyday life that he is easy to read. And one is
the better of the reading. His NEIL MACLEBOD :
atale of literary life in London (The Copp, Ciark
Company, Toronto; paper 50c., and cloth $1.25),
1s somewhat more ambitious. The story flows
smoothly and ttere are sogae striking situations
It turns on the sudden suc®ess of a young Scotch
author in literary London. The whirlpools which
engulf so many are described with skill and from
evident knowledge.

Among his friends, Angus Fraser, the young
minister of Trinity church, is admirably depicted.
‘“A suiking figure in the pulpit. The ample
folds of the gown became his tall figure admir
ably, and his earnest face was one to win his
hearers before he spoke. .His voice was deep™
and resonant, yet singularly m:llifluous ; his pro-
nunciation perfect. The Highland accent, slight-
ly emphasized when he warmed to his subject,
gave him an individuality which set him apart,”
The portrait might stand for a certain London
minister whose name has been of late much in
people’s mouths on this side of the Atlantic, a
preacher of rare gifts and powers.




New Books for Sunday ‘School, Libraries

Rose a Charlitte. An Acadien Romance Bv Mar- | A Girl's Experiment. By Margaret Keslon, Cloth

Wholdl qaur:)den, author of ** Beautiful Joe."” Price, 70 cents.
chub, $1.5 N -
Cave Perllous. By L. T. Meade. Cloth, $1.25. Tizgm!/lshlng Well. By Lucy Taylor. Clgh, 0
Toy:\ ‘l)'ufton s Toll. By Evelyn Everett Green. Cloth, ch(\OOl Life at Bartram's. By L. C. Silke. Cloth»
= ) cents.
. “ .
On the Bdge of & Mony By the suthrof “Probe| goncote's Fate. By Ellen Louina Davis. Cloth, 50

cents,

Partners By H. F. Gethen. Cloib, % cente. Master blt.rtln. By Emma Marshall, Cloth, 50
Other People's Stairs. By I abella Mayo. Cloth,{ cents,

‘W cents. Not Yet. By Anme Swan. Clotb, 50 cents.

Maldens Three. By A. Fraser Robertson. Cloth | gpyy iy o Serve. By L. Phillips. Cloth, 50 cents.

The Captaln’s Bunk. By M. B. Manwell. Cloth, | True to the Flag. By G. R. Glaigow. Cloth, {0
%) ceats. cents.

School Days at Highfield House. By A N. Malan, | Miss Cynthy’s Experiment. By Mrs. Philip Barne-.
D D. Cot ,9cents. Cloth, 35 cents.

The White North. By M. Douglas. Cloth, 70 | A Sham Princess.” By Eglanton Thorne. Cloth, 35
cents, cents

Brave Deeds of -‘Youthful Heroes. Cloth, 70| The Little Captives. By D Alcott. Cloth, 35
cents. . cents. -

Twins That Did Not Pair. By H Lcuisa Bedford |Starding the Test. By ]. Macdonald Oaley. Cloth,

Cloth, 70 cents. 35 cents.
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For Sale at all Bookstores, or on receipt of price sent ppstpaid by

THE COPP, CLARK COMPANY, vLimited'

PUBLISHERS, TORONAO.

Teachers and Students Want the Best

The Students’ Imperial Dictionary

Is the hest as well as the cheapest working dlclnnﬁ?y published. It is compact in form, complete and exhaustive in
its treatment of subjects, accurate l:f:yhenuc in its definitions and fully abreast of the knowledge recent mvesnza-
tions have accumulated rega dingt ymologv of the English and allied tongues. Dr. Annandale says: ‘‘It s
second to no work of reference (f similar scope.

Price (in Half Morocco binding). .. ..... . . $4.50

The Concise Imperial Dictionary

Authorized for use im-the schools of Ontario. This reliable work is too well known to require description
Price (in Half Morocco) . . ... $3.00
‘" (i Cloth).. e eee L. .. 200
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THE BRYANT PRESS

Printers, Publishers and Bookbinders

44-46 Richmond Street West, = - TORONTO.

Special attention will be given to orders for Church and Sunday School work,
Reports, Pengrammes, Cuts, etc.



s Who Win

Desirable Positlons Quickly

are those who
are the n:f!l
‘thorougHtly
trained in the

operation of
the &

Because it is the one most generally and extensively
used in the business world. There is, and always will
B! we, a demand for first-rate REMING [ ON operators.
Sp cial Educational Prices for rental and sale on
application.
Pamphlets and full information Freg for the
asking.
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Edison’s

Mimeograph

Reproduces 1,500 to 3,000 Copies -

from one Original Handwriting, ¥
Drawing, Music, Typewriting, etc. [}
One-third the price of Printing.

CHAS. E. ARCHBALD
48 Adelaide St: Bast, Twronto
Typewriter Dealer and Stationer.

Macey Cerd Index System

MANUFACTURE

THE E. B, EDDY CO., Limited,

. BULL.

Quebec. Hamilton. Kingston.

Winnipeg.

MONTREAL.

London.
Victoria and Vancouver.

TORONTO

St John, NB.  Halifax.

St. John, Nfid.




