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MaXims a'd

War Traﬁ

Test Mettle of the Boers, En*

gaged in the Investiture
-of Mafeking.

Several Skir}i;ishes on Saturday
Last in Which British
Had Advantage.

Boer Marksmanship _Very.

—Big Engagement at Lady-
smith Imminent.

Ry kssoclated TPress,

Lendon, Oet. 18.—The Morning Post's:
ladysmith correspondent telegraphs that'
Jasutos ‘have risem :against the Fnee;

State,

(apetowa, Oct. 17—t is expected that
he' Boers have cat off Kimberley's
water supply but the IDeBeers dam «con-
tains enotigh for a weonsiderable period.
Communication with Belmont station ‘60
niles south of Kinmlberley is still gpen.

The fight with the armored train .at
Kimberley, in which the Boers lost :more
pen than they did at Majuba Hill, is
held to.prove that .their shoeting .is imot
» good as it is reported to be. Jt is
he general belief here from items of
ntelligenee received that the Boers ac-
tually -attacked Mafeking and were 26
pulsed. Reports of continued fighting
1 are regarded as proving that the
Boers failed to -score a success.

London, Oct. 17—The Standard’siDun-
dee correspondent telegraphing Monday
night -says: *“The Boers have brought
irtillery from .Newcastle and .are de-
stroying the railway at Ingaganeiin or-
der to .prevent the approach of our
armored traims.” ,

FIGHTING ON SATURDAY.
london, Oct.- 17.—A special .despatch
trom.Pretoria dated October 14 wia Dela-
zoa Bay says: .

“A cyclist despatch was received here
rom Otto Shoop, near Malmani, at six
vclock this  morning, * asserting that
heavy firing had been in progress all day

ong -north of Mafeking. British troops|

on board an.armored train acted as a
covering force to military engineers en-
caged in.repairing the track. A Maxim
o the train kept up a eontinuous fire.
ronspicinous’ bravery was dis,playgd on
hoth . sides, .but it soon became apparent
that the rifles of the burghers were in-
effective against an armored train. The
latter, however, was once forced to re-
treat .before a particularly strong as-
sault, but it soon returned aceompanied
by.a British mounted contingent and the
izhting was renewed fiercely.

“Fighting -still continues, the Boers
holding their positions well.. . A dozen
Boers were killed or wounded, but the
British casualties cannot be ascertained.

“Hedayy ' firing can be heard south of
Mafeking where Gen. Cronje’s.command
< in gperation.

“A corps of experienced Continental
engineers, . former officers, has left Pre-
toria for the southwestern berders, ac-
companied by a command of .picked
Boer shots. It is probably intended for
uge dynamite operations.

“A big engagenient is expeeted shortly
1 the vieinity of Ladysmith.

“The forces of Comandant Pietvy are
‘ncamped on a mountain everlooking
Dundee, from which point they will be

lle to observe the movements of British

0ops.

he skirmish near Spyfontein, says a

cial despatch from Capetown, was

ite lively. The armored train with
detachment of Lanecashires approached
nmolested until within range, when the
bocrs opened fire. The Maxims were
nstantly .get to work and did great exe-
ttion .among the burghers. The latter
0 used artillery, but ineffectively. The
mored train returned to Kimberley un-
med. The crew of the armored train
the Beers fired thirteen shells, but
aim was wretched and not a sin-
shell struck the train, whi¢h then
de bold to approach nearer and opened

* with Maxims, The burghers re-

d with heavy rifle fire, again shooting
wildly.  Omnly three or four bullets

ruck the  train. Subsequently the

v learned :that five Boers amd two
wer horses were killed, while several
Boers and 'horses were wounded. Not
¢« member «af ‘the British force was so
wich a8 teucdhed.

HEAVY BOER LOSSES.

Capetown, Oct. 17.—From Colesburg
“ine persistent reiterations of a report
tat the Beers have attacked Mafeking
‘vl hawe been thrice repuised with heavy
‘sses. F'rom other towns on the bonder

ir reports ure received, The casu-
d are stated at three hundred Boers
“nl eighteen British,

\ special despatch from Mafeking says

tiat all was intaet,there up to Saturday
At that tmme the Boer artillery

)‘|<~ing brought mip but it had not been:

1 in position. According to these
'Vices the British have blown up the
lw;wtom_\ railway bridge over the
range river with a wiew of checking the
Boers’ advance southward.

lorenzo Marquez, Qet. 17.—Refugees
Yo have just arrived from the Trans-
‘aal report that the Boers have been
imised at Mafeking, sustaining heavy

' BOER ACCOUNT.

~ P'retoria, Oet, 14.—(Delayed in trans-
o ~sion.)—Heavy fighting teok place this
orhing nerth of Mafeking. An arm-
“! train sent to repair the railway line
'd fire on the Boers’ commando, One
ber was kiled and two wounded. A
engagement followed in which
¢ British- soldiers were
- “h while some of Cronje’s troops wege
" the broken railway bridge, nine
¢S north of Mafeking, an approach-
.3 train, loaded with dynamite, was
™ upon and Wewn up. There were
T‘ ‘l':muulpm on the Transvaal side.
moie British, after the second engage-
.+ Tetired in the direction of the
tro but resumed the attack  Shortly
ﬂ‘jf{‘ir:\hm'dﬂ, two  burghers being killed
way ioree  wounded. The commando
¥ impeded owing to the want of heavy

{

2

16.—Delayed in trans-
. has -been discovered
ere being made to tam-

horized to shoot on sight all
found near the railway “with

- ANOTHER REPULSE.

Oct. 17.—An armored train
e receanoitering npear Spytfontein,
engaged the Boers, killmg five and
Mdmg seven. The British had no

‘Capetown, Oct. 17.—It is reperted here
that the Boers had an engagemient with
another armored train from Rhodesia.

SKIRMISHING IN NATAL,

Ladysmith, 'Oet. 17.—The threatened|
assauit upon Glencoe is believed to -he'

| @ feint in the hope of weakening the gar-
rison here and exposing - on,

N

to completing their enc)
movement for an attack mpon Dundee.
They cannot advance much farther with-
out coming into ceatact with British cav-
alry who screen the -pesition. Never-

| theless, the situation is such that little
|ifighting is expected in the mear future in

this section apart frem desultory out-
/post skirmishes, All the womea .and
‘children have left Dundee.

- " R

RICH STRIKE.

Large Body of Blue ‘Quartz Feund On
the Fontenoy Claim.

Telegraph advices reeeived last:even
ing from twe manager of the Fontenoy
mine gives news of a very rich strike
on that property. Samples and full par-
ticulars will arriwe here in a few days.
As far as cam be Jearned the junction of
the Waterloo lead with the base ledge
on the Foutenpy claim shows.a large
body of blue quartz carrying very high
values in free gold.

NORTHERN ‘COPPER PROPERTY.

Prince of Wales Tsland ‘Reports a Sale
for Hundred Thousand ‘Dollars,

From Our ©Own ‘Gm:s-ponhnt.

Vancouver, ©ct. 17.—Phe steamship
Dirigo,” which .arrived here yesterday,
brought news that 8. Lichtenstadter had
purchased a .copper property on Prince
of Wales Island for $100,000. Dier and
Jackson, Americans, were the former
owners. The lead is-said to be two hun-
dred feet wide and ithe ore to contain
30 per eent. .copper.

OFFICERS FOR
THE CANADIANS.

Permanent Cesps Conspicuous
in First Appointments—The -
Muster at Quebec.

From Qur Qwn Garregpondent.

Ottawa, QOct. 17.—Although ithe Im-
perial government has given permission
for the Canadian contingent to act as
a parely Canadian regiment,” so far as
the military .authorities .are concerned
they are still proceeding upon the as-
sumption thut the .original arrangement
wiil obtain, aad .are providing for the
formation of eight companies to be at-
tached to diffcrent rifle regiments of the
British army .in .South Africa. Not until
the minister returns to-morrow will it
be definitely known what course the gov-
ernment has.deeided ypon.

The opinianr amongst military smen is
somewhat divided as to which is the bet-
te®t course to .adopt. While Canadians
wouid like to see their contingent receive
honor and glery in .South Africa, there
are many who paint to the benetit which
would accrue ito Canada from a military
point of view were her boys to fight
shoulder to sheulder with British regu-
lars in South .Africa, thereby: securing
all the advantages which follow from
contact with highly eflicient troops.

H, A. Allan, of the Allan line, is here.
He has not yet given the department a
figure for transporting .troops to Cape-
town. A contract probably will be sign-
ed to-morrow when Dr. Borden returns.
The Sardinian is expected in Montreal
on Thursday and before she can receive
troops she will have to be thoroughly
refitted.

Up to to-night but a few officers have
been definitely ehosen for service in
South Africa. Omt of ithe ight cap-
tains required three have 'been selected:
They are Capt. MeDonald of the R.C.
R.I., Toronto, to command the Montreal
company; Capt. Jacques of thei63rd Bat-
talion, Halifax, te command the Nova
Scotia company; and Major ‘Weeks of
the Charlottetown Engineers, to com-
mand the New Brunswick company.
Lieutenaneies have been offened Lieut.
Layborn, R.C.R.I, Quebec, who pro-
ceeds immediately to Winnipeg te .assist
in organizing the Maniteba eompany;
Capt. Willis, €€th Battalion, Halifax;
Capt. Ouelette, ‘Ninth Voltigenrs, Que-
bec; Lieut, Kaye, R.C.R.1L., Fredericton;
Capt. F. C. Jones, Third Garrison Ar-
tillery, St, John; and Major Dancan
Stuart; 26th Middlesex Battalion.

The department hopes to have the en-
tire contingent with the exception of the
representatives from the Far West at
Quebec by the 24th, but the tramspert
will not leave before the 31st and pos-
sibly it may be a day or two later. It
will take fully a week to properly equip
the men,

Preparations are actively in progress
for making the contingent comfortable
while in the Ancient Capital. ’I‘hg gar-
rison artillery will vacate the Cltadgl
and occupy the quarters on the Levis
side until the departure of the Sardin-
ian, The South African regiment W}]l
in the meantime be quartered in the Cit-
adel and drill hall.

Altbough Dr. Borden was out of town
to-day there was an unusual air of ac-

.| tivity in the militia depertment. The

number of visiting officers was very
great. Some were looking for commis-
sions for friends, others were trying to
secure commissions for themselves.

Col. Sam Hughes, M.P., was here to-
day. In view of recent developments the
Coloncl wishes all those who have eom-
municated with him about going to the
Transvaal to apply to the nearest eom-
manding officer without delay.

‘for the <labors of the session -ha% been

The ladies are organizing to furnish

comforts to the contingent,

' THE VICTORIA SEMI-WEEKLY COLON

SRS

lerial |
~ Parliament.

Liberal Leaders Give Cordial
Support to the Campaign
in. Africa.

Splendid Offers of Assistance
From Colonles Are Pro-
‘minently Mentioned.

By Associated Press. i

* London, Oct. 17.—The Imperial parlia-|
nent met to-day in -extraordinary session,
in consequence of the South African situ-!
ation. A large erowu waited in the
precinets of St. Stephen’s for the hour
of " assembling of the Lords .and Com-
mons and heartily welcomed the favor-:
ites, especially Mr, Chamberlain, The'
Prince of Wales was Joudly cheered
while driving to the House of Lords.

The Queen’s spoech read in the Lords
was as follows:

“My Lords and Gentlemen: Within a
brief period after recent Jprorogation, .1
am compelled by events, deeply affecting
the interests of my Empire, to recur to
your advice and aid.

“The state of affairs in South Africa
made it expedient that my government
should be enabled to strengthen the mil-
itary force of this country by calling
out the reserves. For this purpose the, pro-
visions of the law render it necessary

that parliament ghould be «called to-
gether.

“Except for the .difficulties that .have
been caused by the .action of .the South
African Republic, the eondition of the
world continues to be peaceful.

“Gentlemen of the House of Com-

mons: Measures will be laid before you
for the purpose of providing for the ex-
penditure which has been or may be
caused by events in.South Africa. The
estimates for the ensuning year will be
submitted to you in due course.

“My Lords and Gentlemen: ‘There are
many subjects of .domestic interest to
which your attention will be invited at
a later period when the ordinary season

reached. -

“For the present I have invited _your
attendance in order to ask .you to deal
with an exceptional .exigency, and I
pray, in performing the duties which
claita your attention, you myy have
téledg);’uida.nce and blessing of Almighty

od.

The House of Commons after retiring
from the Lords took a recess until four
o’clock.

The leader of the opposition went on
to congratulate the government on the
cho. e e ud waatess t0 whom the
ma.n charge o the expedition had been
given,  Newvr., he believed, had so capa-
ble and expe.inced a staff been  de-
spatehed nom che shores of Bngland.

“udr nuturay positicn in.South Africa,”
he dec.ared, “has placed upon us the
duty of seeing any impediment to our
own supremacy removed. On that we
are all agreed. I have no intention of
entering upon a minute or detailed crit-
cism of the steps taken by the govern-
ment. The time for that has not yet
come, and it is proper to wait for fur-
ther explamation. But I may say, it
does appear to me that the government
engaged in a- game of bluff (opposition
cheers and ministerial cries of “No, no),
wiich is mot a werthy ene for .a great
country like this. The raising of the
suzerainty question was totally wunne-
cessary and will do more harm than any-
thing else to remove all chanee of suc-
cess from the megotiations.” (Opposition
cheers.)

Mr. Balfour;, who wae greeted with
loud cheers, expressed satisfaction with
the declaration of Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman, with much of . which, he
said, he was himself in hearty agree-
ment.,

BRITISH PARTIES A UNIT.

Leaders in the Commens of Once Mind as
to the Daty of the Hour.

London, Oect. 17.—Within' the house
cordial reczptions marked the arrival of
Mr. Balfour and the other members of
the government. The house listened im-

patiently to the usual protest by Mr.
James Lowther against the alleged inter-
ference of peers in elections; but Mr.
Ch:mberlain’s coming put everybody in
humor and was the signal for an im-
mense outburst of applause.

Mr. Balfour gave neotiee of a motion
‘for to-morrow that no private business
shounld be taken up during the auwtumn
session. The Speaker then read the
Queen’s speech.

Sir Alexander = Fuller-Acland-Hoeod,
Conservative member for West Somer-
set, rose to move the-address in reply.
He wore the scarlet and gold uniform of
a captain of the Grenadiers. Sir Alex-
ander Hood said they had never met in
graver counsel, not only for South Afri-
ca, but for the whole Empire. Dwelling
on the horrorgs of war, he declared that
war should not be undertaken except
from absolute necessity, but that in this
case, all other means having failed, war
had become necessary “to establish equal
rights for the white races in South Af-
rica and to remove the grievances of
Outlanders.”

After reviewing the course of negotia-
tions between the. British government
and the Transvaal he said that President
Kruger by his own act had removed all
chance of peace. He dwelt on the
“splendid offers of assistance made by
the colonies” and ‘‘the necessity oﬁ‘min-
taining Great Britain’s paramo in-
fluence,” and he then animadverted on
the defiant language of President Steyn
of the Orange Free State. decluring that
unless the question of British suprem-

{ cessary to secure the rapid and effective
| prosecution of a war commenced to vin-

. return like another econquering Kitch-

acy was settled now, British rule in
Sonth Africa would go. He asserted that

-of South A'frican

Britain had now no
attack. (Loud che
Molyneux Rhoyds,
for Reichdale, seconded th d
- 8ir Henry Campbell-Bafnerman, I
eral leader in the Houselof Commons,
who followed Mr. Rhoyds, said parlia-
ment had been summoned to give its
approval of the early steps of war.
Never had the house met in circum-
stances more serious or amid conditions
engaging to a greater degree the pro-
found imter2st of the British people. The
demands made by the government of the
South African Republic were such as to|
ke it impossible for al;i“ self-respect-
government to take thefu into consid-
tion. . (Loud cheering.) @ “Actiye hos-
h: said Sir

Tes) ‘Cheers.)
“There will be no disposition on th
part of this house to place any obstacles
in the way of granting such supplies and
such powers to the crown as may be ne-

«dicate our rights.” (Cheers.)

““The campaign should be vigorously
:and promptly prosecuted and nothing
necessary for that purpose should be re-
fused by the House of Commons. 5

“There are some points in the negotia-
tions, however,” observed his Lordship,
“which I have not viewed with satisfac-
tion, The negotiations have not been
conducted in a prudent; and certainly not
in a successful manner. My own inter-
pretation of the word “suzerainty’ is that
there are in the Londan Convention eer-
tain stipulations which limit British sov-
ereignty in the Wransvaal and that to
the extent of those Fimitatiohs! there is
constituted ‘suzerainty.”” Lord Kim-
berley in closing eriticised the tome of
Mr. Chamberlain’s recemnt speeches.

Mr. Dillon moved an amendment de-
claring the war the result of assertion of
claims by British in wiolatien of the
convention, and proposing . independent
arbitration of the diffienlty. This was|
seconded by Labouchere, and supported
by Irish and Radieal memBers.

The amendment was lost ‘'on a division
of 322 to 54. :

O

Cork Council’s
High Treason

Their Hope That Iﬁiﬂsh Army
Will Be Aanihilated and
Power Crippled.

Irish Politicians Run: Little Risk
~+but Reckoning: Awaits
Renegade Soldiers.

By Associated Press,

Dublin, Oect. 15.—The following resolu-
tion has been passed by the Cork Dis-
trict Council, a strong Parnellite body:

“Resolved, that having regard to the
fact that English people as a nation have
committed since their accursed presence
was first felt in Ireland every crime,
murder, pillage and all erimes that it is
possible for fa.llel\ humanity to perpe-
trate against their fellow creatures, we
hope if they engage in a war, especially
an unjust war such as the war they are
now forcing on the - Boers, that their
army will be annihilated and their power
crippled, which will give the Irish nation
an opportunity of obtaining their inde-
pendence.” ;

The seconder of the resolution obsery-
ed that any Irishman joining the Eng-
lish army should be shot down. Forty-
three members were present, and the re-
solution passed - unamimously . amid
cheers.

TRAITORS UNDER ARMS.

New York, Oct. 15.—The London cor-
respondent of the Times says: ‘““The atti-
tude of some of the Irish members of
parliament has caused Arngld Foster,
who represent Belfast, to point out that
they are guilty of treason and according
to law could be hanged.

“With its usual insouciance the Brit-
ish government will probably take no no-
tice of the matter, which is exactly what
the Irish members would most deplore,
but if the soldiers are to be believed, the
shrift of the Irish brigade in the service
of the Transvaal will be short if its
members are cornered. Particular ani-
mosity has been aroused by these and
the Germans who have joined the
Boers.”

e

WAR OFFICE PRAISED.

‘Without a Hitch It Has Assembled a
Larger Army Than Employed in
Crimea,

New York, Oct. 15.—The London cor-
respondent of the Tribune says:

“The war office comes in for nothing
but praise for the details for mobilizg-
tion. The reserves have responded
quickly for duty and the régiments have
been brought up to the full field muster

without delay. Arrangements for the
distribution of all allotments have been
settled and a hundred details ordered to
the. satisfaction of the men.

“A brigade of Guards will start next
Saturday and an entire army corps will
be rapidly transferred to South Africa
without confusion. /

“The good work done by the war office
in despatching a larger British army than
was employed in the Crimea is largely
due to General Buller, a brusque and
businesslike infantry soldier who knows
every detail of war. His principal rival
for the chief command, Sir - Evelyn
Wood, is a dashing cavalry officer, but is
incapacitated by deafness for work in the
field. While Symrth Africa has been the
grave of many reputations, military and
politieal, Buller’s friends expect him to

ener.”
FUND FOR REFUGEES.
London. Oect. 15.—Ihe Prince and Prin-

cess of Wales have each subseribed - £200
to the Mansion House fiad for the relief
refugees.

< Lib-}
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185,000 Men

For Africa.

Greater Host Than Won Cri
mea Paraded in Evidence
of British Might.

Civil War or Race Uprising at
the Cape Given No Chance
for Headway.

B 1 : ’~ &\:7\wi‘d
ithe Military Possess Two
Offending Capitals.

By Assoclated Press. -
New Yeork, Oct. 15.—The London cer-
respondent of the Tribune cabling under

{ Saturday’s date says of the forthcom-

ing meeting of the Tiperial parliament:

“The eall for the defence of the
unity of the Hmpire, which has begun
with guerilla warfare and seems likely
to end in a grand British parade through
two capitals, will be licensed by par-
liament in one of the shortest and quiet-
est sessions ever held. There will not be
a full muster of the political forces on

Tuesday, and the debates will be short-
ened by agreement between the two front
benches, and confined mainly to the finan-
cial wotes and eredits required for the
Dprosecution of the war. Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach will be put in the way of
paying the piper, since marching orders
for an army of eighty-five thousand men
have already been issueud.

“There will not be a Krugerite cave
anywhere in sight, and the Rndica‘l mal-
contents 'will be coaxed into deferring
their moralizing until February. Mr.
Dillon will be present, but Mr. Redmond
is in America and the attendance of
Irish members will be smalil. ’

“The session is not likely to last lenger
than two or three weeks. Mr. Chamber-
lain will be the most commanding figure,
but his friends assert he will not be
drawn. into debate unless he is baited
with unjust criticism and reproaches, but
will remain in the background and allow
Mr. Balfour and Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach to arrange the money votes as
quietly as possible. Having won the
final round of his long fight with Kruger
he now leaves the war office in charge
until the time for colonial reorganiza-
tion, ‘which will follow the close of hos-
tilities.

THE DUTCH €EOLONISTS.

“Sir Alfred Milner may have a great
work to do at once as Kruger and Steyn
have not yet gone out of politics, but
have attempted to excite a race uprising
and civil war in the Cape Colony.
There are no signs that the Dutch will
rise against the English from the Vaal
River to Table Mountain, but Sir Al-
fred is evidently watching closely for
the first indication of disloyalty and will
deal sternly with rebels against the au-
thority of the crown. He is a man
of gentle traits and mild manners, but
has an inflexible will, and will be as
hard as flint if there be treachery in
the colonial camp.

“The Cape ministry is in an anomalous
position but pulling itself together and
setting a good example of loyalty. If
this be followed by the Dutch colonists,
Sir ‘Alfred as well as Mr. Chamberlgin
will remain in the background until the
war is over. Each will then have work
to do.

FINANCING THE CAMPAIGN.

“The financial policy of the chancellor
of the exchequer in liguidating the bills
already run up with steamship companies
and contractors and in raising the money
required for war operations on a-large
scale is not yet clear. The Street does
not advise him to issue consols and in-
crease the funded debt, when this can-
not be done on favorabie terms. He can
isswe treasury bills, but this action will
increase the value of money, in the open
market and invelve carrying a large
floating debt when the bank rate is high
and will go higher.

“The Statist advises him to utilize the
unemployed deposits in savings banks
for financing military operations and
give in return terminable anmuities, fix-
ing the rate of interest payable on the
sums invested, which would be a bold
course, and Sir Michael is a timid finap-
cier addicted to compromise,”

O

HER MAJESTY’'S HORSES,

Pain Taken to Accustom Them to Any-
thing Otherwise Likely to Cause
Fright.

London, Oet. 15.—Few lives in this
world are watched with such eare as the

Queen’s, and those of the members _of
the royal family. This is an old saying,
‘but is particularly true in the case of
what might be called automobilism,
which as yet is only a hobby in this coun-
try. Still steps have jnst been taken to

proteet Her Majesty from any danger Em

while driving, through the use of auto-
mobiles.

All the horses in the royal stables have
been drilled in the presence of an auto-
mobile. The horses in the stable yards
at Windsor were first led and then driv-
en around a stationary car. Then the
car was propelled around  the horses.
Finally the car was moved -between the
horses in a dangerous way as they stood
near each other. The automobilist final-
ly made the car as objectionable as pos-
sible, The horses were very amiable, as
they had already been schooled to such
noises as the playing of bands, the noise
of. cannon amd railroad trains and the
cheering of crowds.

The best bred horses proved to be
the least sensitive to the novelty, a pure
bred Arab stallion showing the least con-
cern of all.

e
ONE ENGLISHMAN'S PERIL.

On Trial at J'ohamxes.lmrg for Procuring
Recruits for the British.
Pretoria, Oct. 13.—(Delayed in trans-
migsion)—The trial of Mr. Robertson,
the Englishman charged with enlisting
recruits for the Imperial light horse, has
begun at Johannesburg. :

— —

BXIT PREMIER HARDY.

Ontario Ministry Being Strengthened
Before Odeal of Bye-Elections.

Toronto, Oct. ' 17.—(Special)—Premier
Hardy has resigned in favor of /his
collesgue, Hon, G. W. Ross, who to-
night became premier. re-ar-
rangement of the cabimet makes Gibson
attorney-general, and Harcourt minister

of education. Mr. Hardy retires‘from|.

the cabinet, being succeeded by O. K.
Fraser, brother of the late Christopher
Fraser, as commissioner of public works,
and Mr. Stratton of Peterhoro comes in
as  treasurer, This would leave the
crown lands department for Ross as
premier,

It is said.the bye-elections will be
l‘;rogght on at once, West Elgin ¢oming
s

Mr. Hardy will probably take a place
tm.ﬂxe beneh if his health will permit.
Thns'lms been very bad for some time
and is getting worse, and is the reason
given for his retirement.

R T e
TRANSPORTS ENGAGED.

All the Great Atlantic Lines Being
Drawn Upon by the Admiralty.

New York, Oct. 17.—The British gov-
ermment is seriously erippling the trans-
Atlantic carrying business, the World
says, by spnapping up a number of ves-
sels to be used.as transports during the
campaign against the Boers. Seventy
ocean carriers, it is estimated, including
thirty-two trans-Atlantic liners, have al-
recady been chartered.

The Cunard Steamship Company has
already turned over the Aurania and the
Servia, respectively 4,080 and 3,971 tons
register, which are on the New York
line as extra boats, and those steamers
engaged in the Boston trade with Liver-
pool, the Pavonia, 3,490 tons; Cephal-
onia, 3.515 tons, and Catalonia, 3,093
tons. The Corinthia, 3,623 tons, is now
coaling in Boston, and from there goes
to New Orleans to tramsport mules to
South Africa. If necessary the Cunard
Company must turn over the Lucania,
Campania, Umbria and Etruria, to be
converted into armored ecruisers.

The Britannia, Nomadie and Cinirio, of
the White Star line, 'will probably be
taken by the British government, but so
far only the Nomadie, a freighter, has
been chartered. :

The ‘Allan-State line steamers charter-
ed are the Mongglian, 3,082 tons, which
has been taken off the York sger-
vice, and the Bavarian, 6,722 tons, a
new steamer.

The Leland line have’ chartered the
American, 5,744 tons, and the Winifred-
in, 6,816 tons,

It is reported the Columbian, 3,323
tons, and the Chicago, 4,123 tons, of the
Wilson-Furness-Leyland  line, rumming
between Boston and London, have been
taken, and that a number of steamers
of the Elder-Dempster lines, running be-
tween England and New Ogeans and
Montreal, and ef the Wa n, Domin-
ion and Atlantie trafisports lines have al
so been called wupon. § ;

LORDS HEAR OF PLOTTINGS.

Suggestions of a Deeper Scheme by
Transvaal and Orange Free State
—The Afrikanders’ Attitude,

London, Oct. 17.—Thé House of
Lords re-assembled at four ' o’clock, the
floor and galleries being crowded. The

Frince of Wales sat amid the cross
benches, and there were many peers in
the galleries.

The Marquis of Granby, in moving the
address of the peers in reply to the
Queen’s speech, said that the present
situation had been brought about by the
deliberate action of the Transvaal and
Orange Free State governments, Diffi-
culties had, been accumulating for
years. They were not a creation of a
day. He went on to dwell on the griev-
ances of the Outlanders and emphatically
declared that the British government
had exerted every possible means of ef-
fecting a peaceful issue. (Cheers.)

After criticising the action of
the Transvaal executive council in
sending the ultimatum, the Marquis
of Granby observed that “it was
not impossible the union of that republie
and the Orange Free State originated
in some deeper scheme which may have
lurked in .the minds of the two govern-
ments for some time.”

“The scheme for a joint movement,”
he continued, “is not aided, I trust, by
Afrikanders in other parts of South Af-
rica. But if it exists, it is one that
would tend seriously to impair the power
of Great Britain. The unanimous feel-
ing here, however, is that the para-
mount power in South Africa should be
Great Britain.”  Baron Barnard second-
ed the, address. :

The Barl of Kimberley, Liberal leader,
said parliament had been summoned at a
solemn moment, when Britons found
themselves engaged in a war which was
in some aspects a civil war. Of course,
it was not a civil war precisely, but it
was one in which a number of British
subjeets not of the English race were
deeply engaged. “Regarding the calling
out of the reserves and the voting of the
supplies,” continued his Lordship, “I can
epeak with no donbtful voice. Whatever
may be our opinions as to the past his-
tory of this melancholy business, we are
as ready as the usual supporters of the
government to vindicate the honor of the
pire and protect its interests.”

Lord Kimberley said the government
could not have sent a better reply than
they did send to the extraordinary ulti-
matum of the Transvaal. He warmly
praised the readiness of the reserves and
expressed entire confidence that British
soldiers: would do their duty in South
Afried in the future as they had donesit
everywhere in the past.

A VENGEFUL FRENCHMAN.

Major Marchand Anxious to Smite the
British for OQusting Him from
Fashoda.

Paris, Oct. 15.—Major Marehand, who
commanded the French expedition into
the Soudan, it is stated, wished to go and
fight for the Boers as revenge for being
obliged to withdraw from Fashoda, but
the‘ government refused him permission
to jouin the Boer forces.

A ‘Pocket - cuspidor has been patented by| H

a New Hampshire man, comprising a re-

cepticle to fit in the pocket, with a tele-

scogln tube fitting in the neck of the re-
. cep cfe.'a cap fitting tightly over the end

of the tube, with-a spring and cord ar
rengement to open the cap when the tube

| 18 drawn out.—Chiecago News.
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War OllleeNot ln Expectation .

of News of Aggressive
* Operations.

Mafeking the Point Upon Which. -

Official  Interest Is Now

Sir Geo.WhIté";i Movement Gm

Brief Cause for No Little
i Anxlety.

By Associated Press,

Londan, ,Oct. = 15.—At 9 o’clock: this-
evening the government had received no
news of fighting in South Africa and did
not expect amy, believing that no battle
is probable, except at Mafeking, com-
munication with which place has been.
cut, and considerable anxiety is felt..

Eisewhere, however, it is believed the-

British will remain on the defensive. .
SIR GEO. WHITE TO WAIT.

London View That He Should Remain-
on Dcfensive Until Large Force
Arrives,

New York, Oect. 15—A London des-
patch to the Tribune says:

“The position of Sir George White and.
the main body of the Natal field foree-
has been a source of anxious conjecture..
At noon to-day the war office would only

admit that General White had moved
out ‘of camp on the Tieggersberg Hills
and had entered Van Reenan’s pass; but
1 am able to state that the chief aun-
thorities sat up all Friday night in anx-
lous expectation, ‘while General Sir Red-
vers Buller expressed grave uneasiness.

“The cause of this may have been 'a
reminiscence of the former Boer WATS.
Sir George Colley’s series of misfortunes
were then due to his leaving a stromg
position without waiting: for reinforde-
ments and attacking a superior force of
Boers in a country which they thorough-
Iy understood. At first s8ight General
White seemed to have courted a similar
risk in deserting a strong camp and ad-
vancing along a narrow pass against a
great mass of Free State and Transvaal

oers. :

. “Conflicting veperts have ‘hinted at a
British victory and ¢  at an u ‘“
battle still raging. ‘Apart from the qhes-
tion of the numbers engaged, it must not
be forgotten that while Colley was a
purely Staff College soldier, unversed in
colonial warfare, General White as an
Indian generzl was used to fignting in
narrow defiles. Sir Archibald Hunter,
his chief of staff, has usually been credit-
ed with the strategic part of Kitch-
ener’s campaigns.

“The military authorities were fully
re-assured when they learned that Gen-
eral White’s movement was a recon-
naisance for -ascertaining where the
Boers were massed, and that he had not
gone out from La('iysmith with the @
liberate intention of bringing on a bat--
tle, all reports of an engagement with
heavy losses being premature.

“With. the retirement of General White -
to a defensive position, which he is ex-
pected to hold until the Boers attack
him, the situation in Natal remains un-
changed. 'There is a strong probability-
that the Boer raiders will attempt to cut
off the communication of his army with
the coast, rather than advance at once
from Laing’s Nek and Newecastle,

“This polcy has been adopted on the
western frontier, where the garrison of
Mafeking has ‘been isolated and is ex-
posed to attack from un overwhelming
force of Boers.”

oo © ey 3
KIPLING'S SENTIMENTS. ¥

SRR h )
Concise Statement of British Desire for
the Future of South Africa.
London, Oct. 14.—At Brighton last
evening a public meeting was held under
the auspices of the South African As-
sociation in support of the government.
The hall was crowded, over 3,000 per-
sous being present, in consequence of the
report that Rudyard Kipling would
speak. The audience before the ad-
dresses began sang patriotic songs. The

‘chairman, Lord Talbot, at the.outset

read a lettér from Mr. Kipling in which
he said:

“I gee the papers have generally credit-
ed me with the intention of speaking at
your meeting, but as I pointed out when
the association did me the honor to in-
vite me, public speaking is entirely out
of my way. 1 need not say that I am
entirely in sympathy with the object of
the_ meeting and realize our country’s
obligation at.this erisis to support Her
Ma;_esty’s government unreservedly.
Their demand, I take it to be, is for
equal rights for dll white' men from the
Cape to the Zambesi; fheir aim the es-
tablishment of a republic instead of an
oligarehy, and their vindieation 4 new
regenerate Transvaal governed under
equal laws formed in open . council by
free men mneither corrupted nor coerced,
representing every interest in the land.

ese thmgs' are good and desirable.
and T recognize that it is the duty of
each one of us according to his ability to-
work toward their attainment.” The
audience greeted the reading of the letter
with hearty cheers.

7,
THE QUEEN’S SYMPATHY.

London, Oct. 15.—The Queen has sent

a personal contribution of £400 ta the
family of the French sailor recently
shot by the British gunboat Leda, while-
fishing in British waters.
. The British consul at Bologne has been:
instructed to convey an expressien of
‘Her Majesty’s regret at the accident
and sympathy with the family.

Bl{as Pe'n‘y‘:v first appearan'ce in print
was’'as the author of a short story in the

Atlantic monthly, of which he has now be-
come the editor.
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British Popylace Incensed at
Schreiner Ministry’s Betray- |
al of Mafeking.

Dutch Farmers of the North
Resisting Their Kinsmen’s
Pleas for Rebellion.

‘ Word of Treason In Natél--
Boer Forces Isolate
Several Towns,

Bv Associated Press.

London, Oct. 17.—The war news is
still in the regign of surmise. There are
rumors that the Boers have been re-
pulsed at Mafeking and are attacking
Vryburg.

A Capetown paper has a despatch
from Orange River stating that the tele-
graph wires have been cut between Vry-
burg and Kimberley and it is believed
that the Boers are taking advantage of
the presence of a large gathering of the
disloyal farmers at Vryburg celebrating
Nachtmaalt to attack the town, believ-
ing that the farmers will assist them
against the British. i

The same despatch says the British
force at Kimberley is confident of its
ability to hold out, but urges the immedi-
ate despatch of relief corps.

This question of the possible rising of
the Dutch farmers in the northern por-
tiong of Cape Colony is very important.
The Daily Mail’s correspondent at Coles-
burg has been enquiring reg.arglmg the
matter and on the whole thinks the
chances are against a rising. He bases
his opinion on the prospect of the good
crops after four lean years, which he
believes will predispose the farmers to
peace. Nevertheless, tl;ere. is serious
disloyalty and much untx-Bmtlsh ag_llta-
tion in these districts, while th_e 1‘1:88
State Boers threaten an immediate in-
vasion of Colesburg and Aliwal north.

The Daily Mail’s correspondent asserts
that Sir Alfred Milner is worked to
death and that Capetown is‘surging with
bitter resentment at what is called the
“Schreiner cabinet's betrayal of Mafe-
king” by its constant refusal to send a
volunteer force to its relief.

— e
THE CAPE MINISTRY.

Report and Denial That Imperial Au-
thorities Have Taken Colonial
Defence Out of Their Hands. 4

London, Oct. 16.—The Evening News
publishes a despatch from Cape town
saying that as the Cape ministry re-
fused to call out the volunteers for the
defence of the colony, the Imperial au-
thorities have done so.

On the other hand, the Capetown cor-
respondent of the Duily Chronicle de-
clarts that the Imperial authorities have
never suggested any suth action: and he
asserts that the widespread report re-
garding the resignation or intended re-
signation of the Cape Premier, Mr. W.
P. Schreiner, is incorrect.

0 .
KIMBERLEY AND MAFEKING.

A Long Time Before British Column
! Can Raise the Siege Now
{ Instituted.

London, Oct. 16.—The gradual cutting
off of outlying points at.the scenes of
hostilities in South Africa from tele-
wraphic communication reduces tl.m' accu-
rate news obtainablé to a minimum.
Thus far, however, no reliable informa-
tion has been received of any uf-tu:xl
fighting, outside the affair at Krapaipan,
and occasional exchanges of shots at
various outposts., There is no lack of
circumstantial stories regarding fighting
at various peints, but these are scarcely
published - before denied. /

The only settled facts in this morning’s
telegrams are that the Boers had ad-
vanced beyond Newcastle and formed a
lnager near Bannhauser, twelve miles
north of Dundee; and that Kimberley is
isolated and probably invested. Kim-
berley has thus become the immediate
centre of interest.. The last news from
there, prior to the cutting of the tele-
graph and railway by the Boers, said:
“ All troops at Kimberley are well.” As
there are 3.000 troops there, there is
little anxiety for the safety of the town,
especially as the Boer foree is said to be
only about the same strength. Many
stories of brisk fighting at that point are
in circulation, but although the forces are
likely to have come into contact, all
alleged details must be regarded as jre-
mature and speculative, especially i” ‘he
report be true that the Orange & ee
State troops are now in complete p:~os-
sion of the railway from Kimber. ;s to
Orange river, 70 miles away. ;

The alleged virulence of Boer attacks
upon Mafeking and Kimberley can be
readily understood when“it is realized
that Bechuanaland is to the Boers what
Alsace-Lorraine is to France. It is
therefore probable that both towns will
be forced to uudei‘a\ long and dreary in-
vestment before the British are in a posi-
tion to send a relieving column to the
other side of the country.

The Boers are closing around British
outposts, and have already come into
touch with them and exchanged shots.
;l(‘lhorofore more stirring news is expeect-

It is assumed that the refusal of
the Beoers to accept battle in Natal last
week, when Gen., Sir George Stewart
White advanced and endeavored to draw
them through Van Reenan's pass, indi-
cates their unwillingness to commence
hostilities.

Advices from Capetown relate that

__excitement is kept up there by ceaseless
reports of battles, but that little uneasi-
ness is visible in official circles, where
the opinion prevails that Mafeking and
Kimberley are safe. It is thought, too,
that the Boers are mot likely to attack
Vryberg, in Bechuanaland, owing to the
fact that the population of that district
is largely Duteh.

The war office issued the following
note this afternoon with respect to the
situation in South Africa: “The de-
spatches received do not point to any
material change in the military situa-
tion. Small bodies of Boers are re-
ported to have crossed the Natal frontier
at various points, and entrenchments are
said to have been thrown up at Van

| posed this force is commanded by

off -garrison from . i
with Glencoe and Ladysmith. It is

n and includes the German gunners.
;.l(”fg :est" of the Boer force from New-
castle is believed to be marching around
Glencoe to sever  its connection with

smith. :

Li"lt‘ilfe Orange Free State troops have
cut the telegraph wires and dgstro_yed
the railway track at Norval's Point, just
across the Free State southern border.
Durban, Oct. 15—The Boers who occu-
pied Neweastle after its abandonment
by the British consist of Transvaal and
Free State troops and 400 Hollanders.
Gen, Joubert, commander-in-chief of
the Transvaal forces, is believegi to be at
Laing’s Nek, which he is fortifying.
Fifteen refugees from Harnmmth.have
reached ‘Ladysmith. Among them is the
guard of the Natal train which was com-
mandeered by the Orange Free State.
He says the Emglish driver and fireman
have been made to operate the train,
which is used in ecarrying Free State
troons to: Van Reenan’s pass, where
earthworks have been “thrown up and
two guns placed in position.

ARG RN
NO MORE TELEGRAMS.

New York, Oct. 16.—The Commercial
Cable Company has issued the following
notice: “We are advised that the Natal
administration announce that telegraphic
communication with the Orange Free
State and Transvaal had been suspend-
ed, The Eastern Company notify us
that censorship has been established at
Aden on all messages for South Africa.”

LSRR A DS
FELL DEAD WHILE WHEELING.

Vancouver Carpenter Victim to Hemorr-
g hage of the Brain.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Vancouver, Oct. 16.—William Burse, a
carpenter, died suddenly while wheeling
in Stanley Park yesterday. He com-
plained of pain in the head and decided
to take a bicycle ride® around the park,
to see if it would freshen him up. On
reaching the bend nearest Deadman’s
island he fell off his wheel and died be-
fore medical aid could be summoned.
The cause was hemorrhage of the brain.

Chamberlain’s
Last Word.

Kruger Told Tﬁat His Warfare
Must Be of the Civil-
ized Type.

Cape Government’s Appeal for
Magnanimity and Warning
of the Future.

By Associated Press.

London, Oct. 16.—The colonial office
issued this evening the correspondence
between Mr. Chamberlain and Sir Alfred
Milner, British high commissioner in
South Africa, respecting the Transvaal
controversy, from September 8 to Octo-
ber 12. The salient points of the prin-
cipal despatches, however, have already
‘been published.

Some of the telegrams treating of side
issues are interesting. For instance the
governor of Natal, Sir Walter Francis
Healy Hutchinson, wired Mr. Chamber-
lain on. October 2 as follows: “Dinusulu
reports that the natives in the Vryheid
district of the Transvaal are becoming
desperate, and it is feared that they will
not remain quiet much longer. The
Boers are seizing their cattle, and the
chief implores the British government to
intervene. 1 have replied that it is best
for the Sulus to remain quiet. My opin-
ion is, however, that the matives in the
Vryheid district may possibly rise
against the Boers in case of war. They
will not much longer submit to the treat-
ment they have had at the hands of the
Boers.”

On September 29 Mr. Chamberlain
sent the following to the British high
commissioner: “I think that if the
government of the South African Repub-
lic commence hostilities, it would be well
for you to warn President Kruger that
in view of the persistent rumors that
have reached Her Majesty's government
as to threats to murder British subjects,
he and his government are expected to
protect the lives and property of all
peaceable persons, British subjects and
others, and will be held responsible by
Her Majesty’s government for any act
commitied  contrary to the usages of
civilized people.”

\notor cablegram, dated the 11th, in-

iructe Sir Alfred Milner to .convey
immediately to President Kruger the
foregoing warning, in view of the alleged
outrages reported by the refugees.

A despatch showing the feeling of the
Cape government ‘was received from Sir
Alfred Milner on September 21, enclos-
ing a minute sent by the Cape ministers,
urging Her Majesty’s government to
exercise a spirit of magnanimous com-
promise, *‘in order to avoid a calamity
which seriously threatens the British
provinces in South Africa and not merely
the republies.” This minute goes on to
say: 5

“ It is not open to doubt that the issue
of the war will be a victory for the Im-
perial arms; but the evil consequences of
a prolonged struggle would be far-reach-
ing and abiding for generations, affect-
ing Europeans and natives alike.”

At the end of the blue-book is the fol-
lowing ecablegram, which is of peculiar
interest to Americans, from Mr. Cham-
berlain to Sir Alfred Milner on October

1. at 1:25 p. m.:

* Most urgent; inform the British
agent in  the South African Republie
tihat the government of the United
States have been asked to allow their
consul to take charge of the ageney.
Let 'tho British agent try to arrange ac-
cordingly, pending a reply.”

The conclusion of this despatch indi-
cates that Mr., Chamberlain did not have
a shadow of doubt regarding the willing-
ness of the United States government to
lend the good offices desired.

B R T

AGED NINETY-NINE.
Hamburg, Oct. 14.—Charlotte, sister of

Reenan’s pass.” 5
b
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Canadians Allowed to Serve as
One Regiment Instead of
as Proposed.

The Complete Equipment Pro-
vided-~Col, Otter. Has Ac-

¢ 'cepted Command.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Ottawa, Oct. 16.—Dr. Borden, minis-
ter of mniilitia, left for Toronto to-night,
after putting in a busy day at the de-
partment. 'The minister is also over-
whelmed with applications for commis-
sions in the South Africa regiment, and
the task of - seleeting eight captains anfl__
twenty-four lieutenants is not an easy
one. The minister will discuss the mat-
ter with Sir Wilfrid Laurier in "Toronto
to-morrow or Wednesday, when it is
expected that the task will be completed.
The permanent corps are likely to get a
fair share of commissions, and reg_&rd
will be had to provincial gepresefntatlou.
An intimation was received from the
war office to-day to the effect that in-
stead of the eight companies being at-
tached to eight different British regi-
ments, they will be kept intact as a regi-
ment.

Quebec will be the port of embarka-
tion, and there all- supplies are being
sent.

The department of militia announces
the outfit for each man as follows: One
helmet, one field service cap, one toque
to wear on board ship, two frocks of rifle
green (unlined), two pairs of trousers
(rifle green), .one great coat or jacket;
and one pair of trousers of khaki, one
pair of leggings, two pairs of ankle boots,
three gray flannel shirts, one pair of

to wear on board ship, two abdominal
belts, one jersey, one pair of canvas
shoes, brushes respectively for the hair,
clothing, polishing, blacking and shaving,
one razor, spoon, knife and fork, hold-all,
housewife, two combs, three pairs of
boot-laces, one clasp-knife, two towels,
soap, four pairs of socks, one tin of
blacking; together with a Lee-Enfield

with walises and kit-bags.
sCOL, OTTER ACCEPTS.

Ottawa, Oct. 16.—Chamberlain’s ac-
knowledgment of the Canadian offer of
troops, _received to-day, reads: “Her
Majesty’s government have received with
much pleas:ure your telegram of October
13, conveying the generous offer of one

thousand troops, which they gratefully
accept.”
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MACHINISTS AT WORK.

Strike Declared Of ‘Whetnv Oompany
. Agreed to Negotiate With Union., .

——

Winnipeg, Oct. 14.—(Special)—The
machinists’ strike on the C. P. R. is off

and blacksmiths on the line, from coast
o coast, are back at work. The gen-
eral committee met this morning, when
the sub-committee who had interviewed
Managér Whyte reported that the man-
agement of the mechapical _dqpartment
had asked for an interview with the gen-
era] committee, and on these grounds the
committee unanimously decided to de-
clare the strike off.

The general committee then brought
the matter before a meeting of the
strikers when they were appnseq of the
company’s move, and that the strike was
off.. The announcement was Treceived
with great applause.

Manager Whyte of the C. P. R. has
gone to meet President Shaughnessy,
who will arrive in the city to-morrow
morning on' his trip of inspection.

Hon. David Mills addressed a Liberal

Burned 'Ovn
A Steamboat

Sleeping Passengers and Crew
Meet Horrible Death Off
New York City.

gy LA

Several Who Escape Flames
Drowned from Lifeboat--

Canadian Regiment of Infantry, and D.
0. C. at Toronto, has accepted the offer
of the command of the Canadian contin-
gent until its delivery to the Imperial
authorities at' Capetown. Col. ]
joined thé Canadian ‘permunent corps on
its establishment, from“the command of
the” Queen’s Own ‘Rifles. Ile was in
charge of the Battleford colamn of the
Northwest field force in 1885, and ded the
flying column tbat engaged Poundmaker
on his reserve at Cut Knife Creek.
PLAN MAY BE CHANGED.

The general protests against the gov-
ernment’s proposal merely to deliver at
Capetown a body of reecruits raised and
armed in Canada, have resulted in fur-
ther correspondence with the home au-
thorities and the announcement that Can-
ada may yet send a contingent to serve
as a Canadian brigade.

New Zealaud, it is said, offered to pay
her contingent during the whole service
in South Africa, but this offer was not
accepted as other colonies had not fol-
lowed suit and the secretary of state for
war was of opinion that the same con-
ditions should be applied in the case
of each colony.

The strength originally suggested for
the troops from the colonies was: New
Zealand, 250; Queensland, 200;
South Wales, 200; Victoria, 300; Sodth
Australia, 125; Canada, 500, which would
have left the Canadian force only half
that from the Australian colonies.

COLONIAL VOLUNTEERS.

Canada Provides Only What Is Abso-
lutely Demanded as Condition -
of Acceptance.

Ottawa, Oct. 14/—A message from Mr.
Chamberlain shows that the acceptance
of colonial volunteers is made contimgent
upon their equipment and despatch to
Capetown by the ecolonial governments,
and it will be noticed that the Canadian
government has not volunteered any-
thing more than absolutely required by
the conditions laid down, as follows:

London, Oct. 14.—The Secretary of
State for War and the Commander-in-
Chief desire that you express the high
appreciation of the signal exhibition of
the patriotic spirit of the people of Can-
ada shown by the offers to serve in
South Africa, and to furnish the follow-
ing information to assist the organiza-
tion of forces into wunits, suitable for
militia requirements:

2 Firstly—Units  should
about 125 men.

“ Secondly—May be infantry, mounted
infantry or cavalry; in view of numbers
already available, infantry are most and
cavalry least serviceable.

“ Thirdly—AIl should be armed with
decimal 308 rifles or carbines, which can
be supplied by the Imperial government
if necessary.

* Fourthly—All must provide their
own equipment, and the mounted troops
their own horses,

“ Fifthly—Not mere than one captain
and three subalterns to each unit. The
whole force may be commanded by an
officer not higher than a major.

“In considering the numbers which
can be employed, the secretary of state
for war will be guided by the nature of

consist of

should be fairly represented and the lim-
its necessary if the forece is to be fully
utilized by the available staff as an in-
tegral portion of the Imperial forces.
They would gladly aceept units.

“The conditions are as follows:
Troops to be disembarked at the point
of landing in South Africa, fully equip-
ped at the cost of the colonial govern-
ment or volunteers. From the date of
disembarking the Imperial government
will »rovide pay at Imperial rates. ,
troops to embark not later than the 31st
of October, proceeding direct to Cape-
town for orders. - Inform, accordingly,

Heinrich, the celebrated Ge
died here to-day, aged 99, e

all who have offered to raise- volunteers.
(Signed) “ CHAMBERLAIN.”

Lt. Col. Otter, commanding the Royal !

New !

the officers, but desires that each colony |

: Brutal Firemen.
! By Associated Press.

New York, Oct. 14.—Several persons
met death in the torture of flames or by
{drowning in a disaster which occurred
'to the Bridgeport Line steamboat, the
i1\'utmeg State, off Sand Point, Long
Island, at sunrise this morning. The
list of injured is very short, as most of
the passengers who escaped suffered
nothing more than a shock, and only
four persons were sent to the hospital.
The steamer was run to the beach at

the outbreak of the flames, and burned
to the water’s edge. The dead are:

Samuel Jaynes, of Bridgeport, baggage
master’ of the Nutmeg State.

Niles Nelson, member of the crew.

Charley Anderson, watchman.

Patrick Coffee, mate.

B. Hendrick, oiler.

Thomas Murphy, member of erew.

John Conner, one of the crew.

Two unknown passengers.

Others may have perished in the ex-
citement, but the above are positively
known to have been either burned or
drowned.

The Nutmeg State, with over a hund-
red persons on board and bound from
Connecticut towns to New York, was
discovered afire about 5:30, when she
was within a few miles of Sadd Point,
Long Island. Just how the fire started
will never be known.

Chief Cook Brown first saw the smoke
at 5:30 o'clock, and immediately reported
to Capt. C. M. Brooks, who had just
gone to his’ stateroom. The captain im-
mediately made an investigation, and the
flames were located in the bow of the
boat. The fire was on the main deck
and seemed to be a small affair. Capt.
Bx‘()()k.s ordered the men called to work
as quickly as possible with buckets and
hose. For about twenty minutes the
flames did mot seem to be dangerous, and
Ehcl men appeared to have them in con-
rol.

Suddenly they burst into a furious
blaze amidships. Baggageman Samuel
Jaynes was detached from the fire fight
ers and sent to alarm theé passengers and
all members of the crew who were in the
forward part of the boat. He ran
through the puassageways on several
decks’ shouting to passengers and. the
Sleeping crew. _He rethained amidships
erying oat warnings until he was forced
by the flames and stifling smoke to jump
overboard. The passengers in various
stages of frenzy rushed from the state-
rooms to the upper deck. Life preservers
were given them and many of the men
assisted in putting them on the women
and children. By this time the entire
middle section was burning fiercely and
the people forward were completely cut
off from communication with those on
the after part of the boat.
people on the forward decks in a peril-
ous situation as the lifeboats in the
amidships were surrounded by flames
jand there were but few of the crew in
{the rear to give aid.

As the flames continued to spread both
| forward and aft, Pilot Weatherwax
headed the boat at fnil speed for the
beach at Sand Point. The drafts swept
Ithe fire towards the rear of the boat.
| The passengers in that part of the boat
{ went as far on the rear deck as possible
;but were enveloped with black smoke and
the flames were leaping towards them.
With a shack the Nutmeg-State struck
the rocky bottom and people seemed to
shoot from ail parts of her like shot
from a sling. They jumped into the
water and tried to reach the lifeboat
lwhich had been launched from the for-
ward part of the vessel. All of the

€| passengers were in the water in a few

moments, but many of the crew had be-
come imprisoned by the flames in the
‘torwnrd part of the lower deck.

The first person to leave the burning
steamer was Baggageman Jaynes, who

|

and all machinists’ - fitters, boi'ler'makersi

This left the |

gave the alarm to the sleeping passen-
gers, when the smoke and flames forc-
ed him from amidships he almost ex-
hausted made a leap for the sea. In do-
ing so: he struck his head against a
guard rail and was stunned by the fall.|
The launch  from Roger Maxwell's
steam yacht Kismet picked him up and
carried him to the Kismet where the
brave fellow died shortly after being tak-
en aboard.

The. Nutmeg State had hardly struck
the beach when several passing craft
came to her rescue. The tugboat W. F.
Reed and the Kismet were first on the
spot and after those came the Hartford
line OCity of Lawrence. The latter put
out lifeboats which were sufficient to
save all of the people who were in the
water.

An unknown woman passenger afraid
to jump into the water, although pro-
vided with a lifebelt, was seen to fall
back to the blazing deck and was
roasted. When it became apparent that
the Nutmeg State was doomed to des-
truetion the dozen.or so of Her freight
handlers are said to have taken posses-
sion of the first of the lifeboats taunched.
They fought back any of the women
and men who tried to get into the boats
and refused to take the children. It
was impossible for Capt. Brooks to con-
trol the rough, cowardly set of men and
they were utterly oblivious: to the perils
of the passengers.

When the passengers were forced from
this lifcboat it doubled the demand on a
second which was lowered and a wild
seramble of the panic-stricken people en-
sued. ' This boat was overloaded and
overturned. It could not be righted and
the men, women and children remained
in the chilled water clinging to the boat
until help arrived from the few pass-
ing craft.

The tugboat Reed ran under the stern
of the Nutmeg State and some of the
passengers jumped from the burning
ship to its deck. Then the tug went
forward and made an effort to save the
imprisoned men in the crew’s quarters.
The heat was so intense that it drove
the tug away and it again turned its at-
tention to picking up the people from the
water. It made another attempt at the
bow of the Nutmeg State. Two of the
firemen were saved but the other men
o fthe crew were unable to climb out
of the hold before the Reed was again
foreed -away from the ship on account of
the spread of the flames.

It is believed now that seven men of
the Bridgeport boat, including Mate Pat-
rick Coffee were burned to death in the
quarters below deck at the bow. Capt.
Brooks was the last to leave the Nutmeg
State, and just a few seconds before him
Pilot Weatherwax and P. J. Hurlburt of
the Bridgeport left the burning decks.

The passengers and rescued members
of the crew were placed aboard the City
of Lawrence and the body of Baggage-
man Jaynes was also conveyed to the
Hlartford liner which proceeded on her
way to this city and arrived about ten
in the mniorning. The excitement was
such at the time of the abandonment of
the burning vessel that no positive state-
ment as to the exact number of persons
who perished can be obtained from the
officers of the boat or from any of the
passengers rescued. No record of those
on board was kept by Purser Phillips
because the United States naval laws do
not require coastwise craft making regu-
lar trips of less than a hundred miles to
made a list of passengers.

WHAT ELSE CAN THEY DO?
German Confession That Neut;‘ulity in
South Africa Is Not in Accord
With. Inclination.

Berlin, Oct. 14.—A high German offi-
cial, whose utterances may be taken as
absolutely conclusive, said to a repre-
sentative of the Assoeiated Press to-day:
“ We shall observe the strictest neutral-
ity. no matter what may develop in the
war between the Boer republic and Great
Britain. That is the only course left
open, as conditions in South Africa are
so complicated, and our relations with
both sides are so delicate. = 'We mean to
adhere to neuntrality to both parties.
What else can we do?

* Other powers spoken of as likely te
interfere have also concluded to keep
quiet. Such rumors as now and again
appear in the press, for instance that re-
port about the alleged attempts on the
part of the Russian foreign minister,
Counts Muravyjeff, to bring about cop-
certed intervention, are unfortunately
only rumors. 1 say ‘unfortunate]_y.’
The word shows how our sympathies lie;
but politics in these days must be strictly
parted—interests on one side and sympa-
thies on the other. It is true our entire
press calls upon the government to in-
terpose between the little republics and’
big, powerful England, and that a
crusade against the English is being
preached to the nations of the Continent,
but we would be fools to listen to this
siren song.

“Of course, all the other powers would
like only too well if Germany would
oppose England seriously in this matter,
but we doubtless would again be left to
our unaided selves. Therefore we are
going to avoid intervention and remain
strictly neutral in the coming struggle.”

This authoritative declaration tallies
with the one made by the inspired Ber-
liner Post, in which the policy of neutral-
ity is likewise advanced. However,
aside from the government press every
paper and every person, high or low,
condemns England. Many also seriously
blame the government for its inactivity.

vRerlin, Oct, 14—The Dresdener Neunste

Nachrichten publishes a letter from Col.
Schiel, communder of the German corps
in Transvaal, who says: “Pretoria was
on the point of offering Germany a pro-
tectorate over Transvaal when Great
Britain immediately moved heaven and
earth to frustrate the plan. War be-
tween Transvaal and England then be-
came unavoidable.”
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the border and entered the Rooignond
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ge over
the Maloppo river and destroying a train-
load of dynamite and the track.  As
Mafeking depends on Rooignond for its
.water supply, the significance of this
© is evident. ;

L. Baden-Powell, who is in com-
mand at Mafeking, is a man of the great-
est courage and energy, but he has only
2] men, many of them irregulars,
whose e{ghting capacity i not known,
aithough it is believed to be good. The
fact that he has moved out of Mafeking
-indicates some apprehemsion, and in all
| likelihood he will have to stand a fierce
assault or a prolonged siege.

L i Rt e T
YACHTSMEN’S ILL FORTUNE,

Another Day Without Wind or Iucident
—Will Try Again on Monday.

New' York, Oct. 14.—The two big
Yachts got as far as the starting line
to-day but did not cross. There was
not enough wicd to blow out the signal
-flag: when the time came to send them

vain hope that a breeze might spring up
from somewhere, the committee hoisted
the now familiar blue flag crossed by a
white bar donating the race was off for
the day. _

The yachts will try again Monday but
the old barnacles are now saying that
unless a storm comes along to stir up
the stagnant air there is not much
chance of a change in the weather con-
ditions until the moon changes on Wed-
nesday.

From daylight until five minutes past
noon, when the race was postponed for
the day, there was not much prospect.
The yachts returned to their moorings at
half past one o’clock. The guests of Sir
Thomas Lipton went to Sandy Hook on
the steamer Blackbird and boarded the
steam yacht Erin soon after ten o’clock,
reaching Sandy Hook lightship half an
hour later. The big boat lolled about the
starting point wuntil the announcement
that “No race” was again the verdict,
then she steamed back to the Horseshoe
and dropped anchor.

When Buller
Starts In.

Before Passing to Transvaal He
Will Pay Due Attention to
Orange Free State.

Strong Enough to Invest Forti-
fied Places—War Corres-
pondents Out of Favor.

By Associated Press.

London, Oct, 14.—All sorts of surmises
are current regarding the strategy to be
employed by Sir Redvers Buller in South
Africa. One authority says the hos-
tility of the Orange Free State confers
an immense advantage upon the British,
as it wili enable Sir Redvers Buller to
go direct through that country into the
Transvaal.

The Naval and Military Record, in the
course of a most intercsting article writ-
ten by an army officer who compares the
forces, says: ‘‘There is little doubt that
the first losses on our side will be heavy.
Our troops will be compelled to accept
the role of attack on prepared positions,
while the Boers, at the very outset. by
means of tneir mobility, may be able to
take a dash into Nartal, retiring with
comparative ease if pressed. But it is
hard io believe that they have staying
power sufficient to prolong preparations
for any length of time.

“Glen. Buller will eventually be strong
enough to invest any fortified towns or
positions taken upon the side of the
Boers and then to wait until- exhaus-
tion sets in among them. Sparsely popu-
lated as is the veldt, with a total area
scarcely equal to France, it is ques-
tionable if ten thousand typical yeomen
trained in the use of arms, can be rais-
ed throuchout the whole Transvaal. The
rest are city men, with the vices of greed
and the Jove of ense engendered in the
centres of urban life.

“It is far from true that the Boers are
a godly, clean living and generous race.
They have openly given out that the
British are to be uprooted lock, stock
and barrel and the oft-heard phrase, ‘to
every man a damsal or two,” throws a
light on Mr. Kruger's pious front.

“We enjoy the sublime advantages of
eventually posing as the nttn%ﬁng party;
and it remains to be seen hbw far the
Boers are fitted for the wearisome role
of passive defence, which sSooner or
later will be imposed upon. them.

“The service revolver they have in
many cases discarded for one of ten
chambers, but I do not believe there
will be much hand-to-hand fighting, for
Sir Redvers Buller is well aware that in
a melee the advantages of iron discipline
are to a great extent lost. We do not
intend to follow the Boers too close
with out infantry, although cavalry pat-
rol skirmishes will be unavoidable. The
Transvaal forces prefer ambuscades, and
our difficulty will be to get into contact
with them. It is to be hoped that the
British-India troops will be detailed as
an advance guard, for they are well
trained in ambush work.”

Although Sir Redvers Buller has gone,
most of the corps are still here. It is
learned that the admiralty has finally
fixed upon October 20 as the first day
of regular embarkation, this continuing
each day thercafter from Southampton,
which will be literally red and khaki-
brown with departing troops. On Octo-
ber 23 and October 25 there will be
embarkation of a large contingent of
men and equipment at Tilbury.  These
two ports will be the only outlets of any
importance.

Several belated war correspondents will
make the voyage to the Cape with Gen.
Buller. Among them is Mr. Winston
Spencer Churchill, Lady Randolph
Churchill’s son. If Buller is allowed to
have his way the mumber of correspon-
dents at the front may be restricted to
a baker's dozen; for, as Kipling says, he
does not like the breed. There are now
known to be mno fewer than seventy-five
correspondents and artists on the scene
of war and Buller’'s method of dealing
with them excites the curiosity of self-
interest in London newspaper offices.

If sick headache is misery, what a?c-
Carter’s - Little  Liver Pills if they will
positively cure it? People who have
used them speak frankly of their worth.
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~ "Already Heard.
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Capture of Cecil Rhodes Re-
ported Main Object of
These Operations.

Neat Plot to Secure a Hospita!
Train Comes Very Close
*  to Success.

By Asscciated Press.

Capetown, Oct. 15.—The Modder 13,
station master reports that firing
been heard in the direction of Kiu,
ley and the station master at Beln
telegraphs that a force of Boers i
vancing southward.

London, Oct.  16.—The Daily 3. .
Capetown  correspondent. telegraphi.
Sunday evening says:

“Kimberley is besieged and the 1}
are massing in foree. No details,
ever, are obtainable.

“The Boers have cut the railwa,
Belmont, having seized the Spystfo
railway ‘and constructed fortified o
works.

“There are strong defending force.
Modder bridge and the Orange Riv,
bridge.

“The object of these energetic opcr
tions is believed to be the capturc
Cecil Rhodes.

“Kimberley is now iselated, both 1y
way and telegraphic communication 1
ing cut.”

HOSPITAL TRAIN DERAILED

Plot for Its Capture Defeated Thouy.
Boer Cannon Were Pointed at
Coaches,

Vryburg, Cape Colony, Oct. 15.—A ko~
pital train that started for Maribogo
has just returned after an adventurou-
journey. It had reached a curve on a
culvert 700 yards south of Maribous
and had just slackened speed when
was observed that the rails ahead hud
been wupturned. Brakes were applicd,
but the engine passed on to one rail par
ly raised and was derailed. The cceu-
pants immediately righted the engine.

At the same time it was observed that
a party of Boers were galloping into line
east of the railway but on the Cape
Colony side of the border. Some of th:
persons on the train say they saw
cannon pointed at the train.

The train ran back to Vryburg at full
speed, the engine flying a white flay
with a red cross. Picks and shovels
were lying about and the Boers had been
apparently disturbed while removing the
rails.

It is learned that previous to the start-

ing of the train Marlbogo telephoned
Vryburg asking that the train be sent up,
as all was quite safe. The operator at
Vryburg recognized the voice as that of
a Europcan store clerk.
In view of the subsequent report that
the Boers were removing the hails it is
believed the Boers compelled the clerk
to speak through the telephone.

el T AP S
CAPT NESBITT BLUNDERED.

Warned in Time to Avoid Deliverin:
His Armored Train to the Bnemy.
Capetown, Oect. 15.—Flowerdew,
engine driver of Capt. Nesbitt's train
which was derailed and bombarded by
the Boers, states that if the train ha
returned when warning was received
that the Boers held the line, it coull
easily have made its way back to M
bogo, but Capt. Nesbitt insisted up
an endeavor being made to reach Mu
king.
“When the pilot engine was derailed
said Flowerdew, ‘“we spent a half ho
trying to replace it on the track. Th
the Boers commenced firing and sever
men were 'wounded. The firing wus
kept up all night, but without effect. 'l
Boers were careful to concentrate th
fire upon the engines so as to save !
armored carriage and ammunitio
trucks, At dawn they commenced
bombard the cars. I escaped by crav
ing a mile and a half on my belly
the sand.
“When both engines were destroyv:
Capt. Nesbitt exhibited flags of tru
but the Boers continued their firing
another quarter of an hour. There is
doubt that all the others on the train
prisoners and that the carriage and !
ammunition intact fell into the hands
the Boers.”
Flowerdew was fearfully braised.

CANAL BLOCKED.

Montreal, Oct. 14.—A break in i!

seventh lock of the Beauharnois canal i
very annoying to shippers at this time
when they are making every effort t
rugh their freights through. Repairs
are now being made, but it will propably
be next Tuesday when navigation is r

sumed.

e e

STOCK BROKER’S STORY.
Montreal, Oct. 14.—Senator Forg
stock broking cffice has received the |
lowing private cablegram from Lond
“ Heavy fighting in Natal officially «
firmed. No definite news as to res
but rumor says it’s favorable.
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Mrs. Roswell D. Hitchcock has re-
turned from her second trip to Atlin
more than ever convinced that the dis-
trict will become one of the greate.st
mining camps in the world. She said
to the Colonist yesterday that the more
she saw of the country, the better she lik-
od it and the more satisfied she was of

its future.

“It may not be a poor man’s camp, as
we were told at first,” she said. *“In
fact while there will be considerable
placer mining carrieg on and some people
have doie very well this year, I wquld
not think it advisable for any one to go
there unless they have money of their
own or are in touch with people who can
supply it. The owners of the placer
claims are grouping them together pre-
liminary to working them as hydraulic
propusitions, and it is difficult to exag-
serate their value in this respect. There
is plenty of awailable water; and the
cround ig so rich that it will pay to go
to large expense in obtaining it if neces-
sary.

“My chief faith in Atlin, is, however,
hased on its great deposits of mineralized
rock.. The distriet is mineralized in all
directions, It is hardly correct to say
that veins of gold and copper-bearing
rock occur, but rather that there are
sreat mountains of ore intersected with
dykes of porphyry and other igneous
jocks.  The extent of these deposits is
enormous. Take whag is called the
Mother Lode and the Monarch Lode
which runs in to it where the two reach
littie Spruce creek. These deposits start
from a short distance below Atlin City
at the very shore of the lake and run
through the mountain. The formation
can be traced all the way and is as plain-
ly marked en one side of the mountain
a5 on the other, thus proving that it ex-
tends all the way through it., It has
been traced for thirty miles, and if it
is as good as preliminary work indicates
it may prove to be, its value is inecal-
culable. Where the two lodes join rock
has been taken out which assayed $820
to the ton, but of course I do not suggest
that there is very much like that, But
this is not very high ‘when compared
with some stringers that have been found
at Taku Arm, which go $12,000 to the
ton. Very rich stringers also run into
the Mother Lode and Monarch Lode.

“Of course the great source of wealth
will be in the vast ore bodies in the lodes
themselves. The assays of these vary
within wide limits, but there is plenty
of rock rich enough to warrant the eree-
tion of mills and smelters, if examination
shows that the surface indications ho}d
out to any depth. I have fifty claims
under my control and am having assess-
ment work done on many of them. The
others will be allowed to remain un-
touched until after snow goes off in the
spring. I took up with me an English
expert, who I am sure, was only sent
with me by the capitalists in whose pay
he is as a sort of favor to me. He cer-
tainly did not think much of the coun-
iry when he went in; but he had the
highest opinion of it whcn he came out,
and early next spring he will be upon
the ground to give it very thorough ex-
amination.

**Not only is there gold everywhere in
the district, but there is much copper as
well, and there are strong indications
that when the Mother Lode has been
sunk on for some distance, mnickel will
bhe found to be present. A greenish stain
is very noticeable near the surface which
is thought to indicate the presence of
nickel.”

Replying to a question as to the admin-
istration .of affairs in Atlin Mrs. Hitch-
cock said: ‘“‘Judge’s Irving’s decisions
cava the greatest degree of satisfaction
to every one concerned, whether they
won ‘or i0st. Every one felt confident
when he was there, but when he left
there was something like despair, for
the jumping of claims at once began.
There does not appear to be any penalty
for jumping claims, or if there is, no
one seems charged with the duty of en-
forcing the law. Gold Commissioner
Giraham is an excellent officer and his
‘iministration gives very great satisfac-
tion, but his powers do not seem to me
to be extensive enough.

“I had an experience which does not
make me feel that the administration of
justice is in good hands. I owned a
hoat, a pretty good boat, too. Well, it
was taken from me and sold. I went to
the magistrate and he told me that the
hoat having been sold in the open market
by the man who took it away from me,
my title was gone. I then went to the
purchaser and told him I wanted my
hoat. He said he was sorry for me, but
1 could not have it, and that the magis-
trate had told him that if the matter
came before him he would decide that
I had lost my title. I objected that I
could not understand how a person could
lose title in her own property by having
it stolen from her and sold to some one
else, but I was told by the magistrate
that T was a woman and consequently
could not be expected to understand the
aw,

“I was also told by a gentleman who is
associated with me in some placers that
the magistrate has decided that we are
liable for debts incurred by persons who
were working our claims on lays, al-
though the express bargain with them
was that they should take their pay
from bedrock, as the expression is, that
is, that all the work done up to the
time bedrock is reached will be at their
¢Xpense, If this rule stands there will
he very little working on lays in A'tlin,
which will be hard on poor men, who
depend upon such chances to make a
<::\ko.. There are some other matters
touching the administration of the dis-
rict ‘upon which I intend to speak to
the government and in the meantime I
do not think- it would be wise for me to
talk for publication.” :

Asked ds to her fyture literary work,
Mrs, Hitcheock said that her publishers
have in hand MSS. of two books, one
}“"-{U: called “Expedition. No. 2.” and
which gives stories gathered in the dif-
eront parts of the Golden North which
she has visited. “Two Women in Klon-
“I‘I.’"“ is meeting with a large sale. Mrs.
Ilm_-h(-nr:k expects to leave for Montreal
'0-night, Her plans for the winter are
161 formed. but she may take a south-
erly trip. Next spring she will be back
m Atlin. She may possibly return here
"0on and remain in Victoria the greater
bart of the winter.

Ang.  ‘Who, then,

i

Nesrly Four Pounds of Gold in One

Lump— Lord Hamiiton
i Closes a Deal,

Atlin, B. C., Oct. 7.—Slnce the &
’i’.‘n‘?“’ summer attention has %&‘5”2-‘3225
iy pawd to acquirlig leases for hydruiniic
1(30-‘1‘;:{‘ 2 n“m“ﬂlf ot numoers of
for the same’ ng the different creeks,

of water, make
- Zor " hydraulicing, Ithi.a::
engtlineg. gf‘ ;nt!gh standing
' . the e
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uicing, whilst of cou
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ot morercould Na-
man for -
ng of wealth by easy means, Htg: sol})e
not been at work for thousands of years
:ivlth her glaciers, grinding this gravel
own, until it is now ready for us to sep-
afnte the gravel from the dirt by that sim-
Ple process of washing. The average miner
could not tind the eapital to Jjoin in a gyn-
dicate and work these claims by the re.
gxpensive and modern mode of hy. e4
1 reap thé reward?

, Of course it will fall into the han
capftﬂ“sts. Many people are undeer thgsh%f.
pression that the season is very.-short, but
this is not so. Work could be commenced
here some years by the 15th of May, and
any year by the 1st of June, and ¢an be
carried on without cessaiion until the mid-
dle of October. The remainder of the
merth coud be devoted to cleaning up.
Then again another reason given is that
vages are too high. Why, there are hun
dreds of men in the Coast cities who would
be willing to get a summer's work at $3
per day. Hydraulic mining is being carried
on successfully in Cariboo, why should it
not here, where the conditions are undoubt-
edly more favorable? Of course, many
leases have been staked, in fact the whole
ccuntry, some of which are good and others
worthless. Those who have good ground
are holding their property at what may
seem high figures, but in reality are a mere
nothing for a large company. What is
considered the best hydraulic ground in the
ccuntry, where gold-is known to exist in
payable quantitics, and where the dump
and water power are excellent, is all that
Innd lying to the north of Pine creek, be-
tween Birch, and four miles west of Dis-
covery City. This takes in several old
ckannels, viz., Sunrise gulch, Old Willow
and Old Pine. It is presumed that the
original source of the gold which has sup-
p'ied the present Willow and Pine came
from this neighborhood. On many of the
other creeks and gulches good leases have
been staked, particularly Spruce and Stev-
endyke, also Birch, Otter, McKee and oth-
ers. Companies. coming into the field now
can have their pick of the country, and if
they have to pay a good price, surely it is
better than buying something for a small
figure which will do themselves no good,
¢nd the country harm.

Much amusement is occasionally caused
when the little steamer Ruth starts for
Taku Arm to connect with the John Irving
steamer Gleaner. This small eraft has not
a very large carrying cupaclt}. However,
people are so anxious to get away before
winter sets in that she is generally crowded
to her full extent. One gentleman to-day
had thrown his luggage on board, and was
determined to get on himself, in s§pite of
the protests from the captain and mate.
In attempting to jump on the upper deck,
the mate, who hy this time was furious,
caught him by the leg, to which he clung
with all the strength of his brawny arms,
notwithstanding the indignation and kicks
of the enraged passenger. However,
friends came to the rescue and finally, af-
ter a severe struggle, landed the Doctor
safe on board., but not until his limbs and
clothes had been almost pulled out of joint.

Sluicing is still being carried on on most
of the creeks. and is likely to continue until
the end of the month,

The past week considerable rain has fall-
en. and the days are much warmer.

Willow creek claims are fast being bought
up for hydraulicing purnoses.

Six bench claims on Pine mear the Cale-
drmil::n group were sold for 2,700 this
week,

Many claims have lately changed hands.

y A VISIT TO BOULDER CREEK. |

Atlin, B. C., Oct. 2.—This creek is situ-
ated about six miles from Discovery City,
ana empiies into Pine from the northeast.
About three miles up we reach the forks,
where it branches out in two directions,
each about four miles in length. It is a
small creek, carrying about % miner’s inch-
es or water. I'he banks slope down to the
creek on each side very gradually. 1t has
a tall of about 1V per cent. Boulder takes
its name from the great quant.ty of large
stones, which are piled one on top of the
otber in gil directions. These boulders
wake the working of this creek a ditticuit
proposition, almost doubling the c¢ost of
extracting the gold by hand labor. Two
hycrauiie companies have been working, one
with gredat success, an ordinary hose wich
pipe ditch being employed. The ground be-
ing worked is about 25 above Discovery,
below the forks, being composed of a small
group ot crees and benca claims. The
other company was worked by several claim
owners joining together. On account of
lack of capital the plant was never properly
in operation. Discovery claim is about two
niles up stream, and has paid well, yield-
ing about 1 ounce to the man .per{ day.
About fifteen claims below have beeh work-
ed, but a small amount of prospecting has
been done, with rather unsatisfactory re-
sults. Bed rock is mostly granite, and
where work has been done shows an aver-
age depth of about 5 feet. The gold of
this creek is all coarse. The largest nug-
get taken out was from 8 below, valued at
$140. Mr. Grostield, who owns No. 6 above,
tcok out a $70 nugget and another $40, be-
gides many smaller ones of about one-half
ounce. Very little quartz shows in the
geld, _

Mr. C. Jones, who is interested in a
group of five claims on McKee creek, toqk
out $1,000 last week, the result of five men’s
werk for six days.

The first wedding took place in Discovery
on Thursday night, the happy couple bel‘ng
Bob Macintosh and Miss Kate Ryan. The
pecple of Discovery were alarmed about
midnight by the firing of guns and erackers
and the blowing of bottle horns.

The steamer Ruth was unable to cross
frem Taku to Atlin on Saturday, owing to
a severe storm. ;

Lord Ernest Hamilton left last week, af-
ter having bonded the Anaconda group. It
is reported that the terms were $10,000
cash and a one-half intervest. As large a
force of men as possible will be put to work
at once. Atlin wishes them all success,
but awaits the results of prospecting with
alarm.

The Anaconda deal was celebrated by the
marriage of Miss Florman, daughter of the
owner, and Mr. Baker, partner of the pro-
nmoter of the scheme:’

The largest nugget of pure gold yet taken
from any claim this summer was found
by Mr. Morehouse on his claim, No. 4 below
Discovery, on ergl(l]t ci-gek. ‘la:§ week. The
weight was 3 pounds 12 ounces. -

The last tewpoda.vs has been cold. with

weeks of good weather.
TREASON IN NATAL.

Calls For Martial Law and Warning to
All Residents—Conyngham Greene
Was Well Treated.

Durban, Oct. 16.—Two extraordinary
gazettes have been issued. The first
proclaims martial law in Newecastle,
Dundee, Klip River, Unsiga and Upper
Tugila divisions. The reason given is
the belief that Natal subjects have
joined the invading Boers and assisted

the enemy. B

'el‘he othyer gazette reminds British sub-
jects of their obligation to the Queen,
and warns them to abstain from inter-
course with the Transvaal or Orange
Free State. : .

Capetown, Oect. 16.—As refugees in
Capetown threaten to become trouble-
some-and have hooted and mobbed a
number of leading Dutchmen, there is
some expectation that martial law will

be proclaimed.

some snow. However, we still expect three;

Skirt Mountain

Its Subterranean Lake Is Not
Its Only Title to Public
Attention.

A Natural Pyramlil énd a Teet-
ering Rock—The Lake’s
Area Defined.

Peterson lake, that mysterious sheet ot
crystal clear water in the heart of Skirt
mountain of which the world heard for
the first time three or four days ago, will

, never rival Niagara nor yet the Yose-

mite or the Mammoth Cave as a tourist
attraction.

In the first place it isn’t as accessible
as it might be. 'And in the second,
when one does get there he is apt to be
disappointed. L

Its limitless extent upon investigation
proves to be about seventy by fifteen
feet; and 'its unfathomable depths ‘can
be reached at any ppint with a good
fifteen-foot pole,

So fades another bright-hued.illusion
of a world’s wonder at our very doors.

According to the local correspondent of
the Associated Press, who first told the
public of this~ wonderful subterranean
lake last Friday, it was discovered on the
20th of September last by Mr. Peterson,
a local prospector, who with several part-
ners had since been employed in staking
mineral claims in the vieinity—but whose

party in their several visits had been un-
able to ascertain. either the extent or
depth of the strangely placed body of
water.

With the.object of fixing these details
a member of the Colonist staff, with five
compar.ions on Sunday last climbed the
mountain, found the lakelet, and saw all
there is to be ¢een of it—which is not
after all very much.

The “mysterious subtervanean sheet of
icy water” is about one mile from Lang-
ford lake, or a mile and a half from
Goldstrcam House, Perhaps one-third
of the distance from the road there is an
excellent mountain trail, ‘which passes
the Phair and the West mines, both
promising properties shgowing a consid-
erable amount - of costly development
work.

After Mr. West's mine has been lost to
sight there comes the real work—a plunge
through devse underbrush and wild
vines, a scramble down and up deep
ravines, a taste_of cedar swamp, a series
of almost precipitous cliffs to scale.

And then the climber finds himself
amply rewarded if the day be clear, for
he is on the crown of Mount Skirt and
kas the whole panorama of the southern
end of Vancouver Isle spread out before
him, with city and shipping, farm and
forest, lake aud valley and stream.

That is, however., for sunshine days
exclusively. On rainy days it is differ-
ent—very.

By exploring a little it is not a really
difficult matter to hit upon the location
line of some one or other of the iclaims
that Mr. Peterson and his associates have
staked for record. Or the claim “posts”
may give an equally advantageous start-
ing base from which to work to the No, 1
post of the Chris, Peterson. Beyond this
a few score yards, on the top of the
mountain and perhaps ten yards from a
precipitous declivity is the entrance te
the wonderful cavern. i

This is a natural shaft eight or ten
feet in diameter at its widest point, and
which one might pass a dozen times with-
out noticing, so hidden is it in the wild-
wood undergrowth.

The descent is not difficult and at the
bottom of the well or shaft an opening
possibly six feet square leads farther
down and into the heart of the hill.

Passing through this entrance a cave
of very respectable dimensions is reach-
ed, its width at the mouth perhaps
twelve feet, and the vaulted roof suffici-
ently lofty for a tall man to stand up-
right, The muddy floor slopes grodu-
ally inward for a distance of ten feéetr or
more to the waterside, which deepens
rapidly—five or six feet depth being
found less than three feet from the edge.

If one has provided himself with a
strong light and powerful reflector, he
can ascertain from the miniature beach
that the left side wall of the cave,
descending perpendicularly into the
water, takes a sharp right-angle turn at
a distance of about eight feet, and then
proceeds straight into obscurity.

The right sidewall ends—to the view
from the cave mouth—three or four feet
from the water’s edge.

The extent of this arm reaching into
the heart of the moumtain at the right
cannot be gauged from the land.

Accordingly Sunday’s party of. investi-
gators proceeded to build out with heavy
stones into the deep water at the left,
and having established a firm founda-
tion, bridged with trees to the bend in
the tunnel, the only point from which
an observation of the mysterious arm
could be secured.

The light then showcd the “lake” to
come to an end at a distance of forty
feet—or fifiy at the utmost, with a mini-
ature narrow spit. dividing the water at
its farthermost extremity.

How the little lake came thus in the
heart of the mnountain cannot be said.
The cave is possibly the result of settling
or of volcanic action originally, and the
water has filtered down to fill it, or been

| contributed by a curious series of

springs.

A well mineralized vein extends along
|the sidewall of the cave, the ledge be.
-ing traceable also on the mountain side,
{:md it is the intention of the discoverer
iand his associates to see what its worth
may be.

Peterson Lake is of course the proper
title for the subterranean yachting
course, Mr. Peterson having been the
discoverer; but future geographers will
take notice that by the same right of dis-
covery Collister Point, Cape Russell and
Bradley Bay are copyrighted and reserv-
ed as marking the distinguishing features
of the “limitless” extent.

Skirt mountain besides its underground
lake and its magnificent panoramic view
has other curiosities to offer to the indus-
trious climber. Ome of these is an im-
merse pyramid of granite as geometrical-
ly correct in its proportions as any of
the mighty made-mountains of ancient
Egypt.

Another oddity is & balanced or teeter-
ing rock, tons in weight, but so nicely
poised that it can be moved up and down
with the strength of one man’s arm,

All these, however, can be enjoyed
only if the day be fair.

——e Qe
Will be _found an excellent remedy for
sick headache. Carter’s Little Liver'
Pills. Thousands of letters from people
who have used them prevs this tucl. Try
thens,

Pass & Yuk
a'ndre‘dyltor

“Extra Dry” on the Way.—Messrs.
Pither & Leiser have been advised that
a_direct shipment- from Reims of G. H.
Mumm ‘& Co.’s famous champagne, con-
sisting of 1,500 cases, is now on the way,
over-the C. P. R.

Growing Lodge~Vancouver Encamp-
ment, No. 1, I. 0.- 0. F,, at their meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, will confer the
first degree on one brother, and one patri-
arch will be advanced to the second de-
gree; also two applications for mem-
bership will be considered. ;

PO T S

Cattle Thieves.—A number of cattle
have recently been killed in the
woods in the Metchosin and Happy
Valley districts. The hides ahd choice
cuts are taken by the thieves and . the
balance of the carcasses is left in the
woods,

—_—

Mrs. Weeks’ Funeral.—The funeral of
the late Mrs. Weeks took place yes-
terday afternoon from the residence’ of
Mr, Geo. Weeks, and later -from St.
Bar: X , where Rev. Mr. Mil-
ler officiated. Those ‘who acted as pall-
bearers were Messrs, Maynard, Winsby,
Woodward, Mercer, Winsby and Blake.

————— :

The ‘Municipal Voters’ List.—By a no-
tice decorating “the City hall bulletin
board, Ald. MacGregor announces his
intention of moving to-morrow evening
that tenders be invited by advertisement
in the Mimes for printing the municipal
voters’ list for 1900—such tenders to be
received at the clerk’s oflice not later
than 1 p.m. of Friday next, the 20th
instant—and that a special committee be
appointed to award the contract without
further reference to the council.

UL 00 P L
Y. W. C. A. Annual Meeting.—There
was a good attendance at the annual
meeting of the Y. W. C. A, which was
held at the rooms yesterday afternoon.
The Rev. D. MacRae presided. After
an opening prayer by Bishop Cridge sat-
isfactory reports of the year’s work
were read. The meeting was addressed
by the Bishop of Columbia, Rev. H. F.
Hastings, Rev. J. P, Knox and Rev.
W. L. Clay, each giving words of en-
cquragement to the work of the associa-
tion,
£ LTS

Has Left the City.—Charles Kramer,
who was arrested a few days ago for
passing werthless checks in Portland,
and relased on the intimation from Port-
land that the punishment of the offender
was net worth the cost to those interest-
ed, has decided to take no chances of re-
arrest. The police report that he has
left \the city by adviée.

G MR
Not 2 Game District.—Willie Chue is
the somewhat unusual name of a young
man who attended at the police court
sessien yesterday on the invitatien of
Constable Carter, for violation of the
Streets by-law, The by-law infraction
alleged was discharging a shotgun with-
in the corporation limits, Mr. Chue hav-
ing been rash enough to go pot-hunting
in proximity to Constable Carter’s resi-
dence. The fine was ten dollars.

——0
*® Ancient = Forestry.—Court  Northern
Light A. O. F. at its quarterly meeting
on Wednesday evening initiated six can-
didates and received eight applications
for membership. During the Forestry
year just ended the court has held the
record for initiations, having initiated
113 new members with 72 applicants to
be yet initiated. At the next meeting
the chief ranger’s team will provide s
banauet to the members who took part
in the recent competition. Members
wishing to be present at the banquet to
be given to the officers and delegates of
Columbia District can secure their tickets
at Court Vancouver’s meeting on Mon-
day evening, when Court Northern Light
will be present in joint session to receive
the district delegates.

L T
The Blockade Raised.—When the last
advices were received from the North by
the direct steameérs to this city, there
was upwards of 2,000 tons of freight
stalled at Bennett, waiting to be sent
forward to Dawson and Atlin; and the
fear was expressed that many of the
shippers would be disappointed in their
expectation of getting delivery of their
goods -ere winter sealed the waterway.
This will, fortunately, not be, however,
for a telegram received from Mr. Haw-
kins last evening contains the good news
that on the 10th instant, only 250 tons
remained and no difficulty was anticipat-
ed in disposing. of the balance. The
railway pecple count upon : mnavigation
down river remaining open until Novem-
ber 1. :
e o D

Prosecutor Not Present.—Peter Mich-
aelson, the sealer who was very anxious
to proceed with the prosecution of An-
gisera Kelly for theft when he gave that
young woman into the charge of Con-
stables Munro and Llewelyn on Thurs-
day evening, evinced so little interest in
the matter yesterday—when the case was
set for trial—that he failed to attend at
the police court. The result was that,
although it would have been quite in
order had the magistrate promptly dis-
missed the information, a further re-
mand was ordered until the 17th. - The
accused, who had originally been re-
quired to find sureties to the extent of
$400 in addition to her personal bond
for a like amount, is in the meanwhile
at liberty on her own recognizance qf
$100. Michaelson was very drunk Fri-
day evening, and the probability is that
he had not yet sobered up when the
court sat yesterday.

BTN Tl

All Over a Barrel.—An empty sugar
barrel—value twenty cents—has caused
work fer the policemen, gaolers, court
and Chinese interpreter during two days
past—and even yet the end is not reached
although thus far the proceedings have
netted the interpreter just an even $2.50.
The barrel had been left standing in
front of James Brook’s business prem-
ises on Yates street, and old Sing Due
coming alone, with a penchant for pick-
ing up anything left unanchored—he and
the barrel departed in company., Their
pleasant associations were pot long to
continae, however, for Brooks was
quickly in pursuit, and reinforced by
Constable Conlin affected a capture, The
offence was proven in the police court
yesterday, and the aged Chiraman ac-
krnowledging his offence, was ordered to
appear when called upon for sentence.
The barrel was restored to its owner.
This was at ten o'clock. My three
Mr. Brooks and his barrel had
again been divorced. This time it was
a younger member of the Chinatown bri-
gade who had become enamored of the
twenty-cent trophy. He had been pass-
ing, and concluded that it was too sweet
a barrel te be aliowed to remain on the
street alome.  So he had im his turn
walked off with it, only to Ye in his turn
collared by Constable Conlin. To-mor-
row he will tell the magistrate all about
it—and ihe interpreter will get $2.50
more,

N Groat Year
 For Forestry.

Unprecedented Growth in Mem-
bership of the British
Columbia Courts.

~

Financial Success Has Been as
: Satisfactory-—blstrlct
Court in Session.

A more satisfactory record for substan-
tial progress within the brief period of a
single year than that presented by Brit-
ish Columbia Forestry for the twelve-
month just closed could not be asked for
by the most ambitious of secret societies.
An addition of two active and energetic
courts; the increase of the ‘membership
throughout the province by more than
35 per cent.; a report of $27,931.55 in
eourt funds within the aistrict, or $34.44
to the individual member—surely these
are features for the year of which any
Forester may properly be proud.

It has .been a fortunate year, too, in

-other directions, for there has been but

415 per cent.-'of sickness this year, as
against T4 per cent. in 1897-98; and but
eight members 4nd two wives of mem-
bers have been claimed by death.

For these and other reasons of equal
importance to the order, the members
who assembled at Pythian Castle yes-
terday for the twenty-sixth annual
meeting of the Columbia District Coun-
cil were feeling particularly well pleas-
ed with themselves and the condition of
Forestry within the territory over which
they exercise jurisdiction.

The business sessions commenced at 9
a.m., thke chairs being filled as follows:
Phil R. Smith, Victoria, P.C.R.; W.
Bennett, Nanaimo, S.P.C.R.; S. A.
Bantly, D.T.; F. P. Watson, D.S.; and
Phil Davies, J.B. The eight flourishing
courts of the province were represented
by the following accredited delegates:

Court Northern Light, No. 5355, Vie-
toria—7T. C. Smith and W. F. Fullerton.

Court Vancouver, No. 5755 Victoria—
Fred Carne, jr., and A. Strachan.

Court Pacific, No. 7627, Vancouver—
Frank Humphrey and Arthur Clegg.
Court Nanaimo Foresters’ Home, No,
5886, Nanaimo—Thomas J. Buckle and
A. E. H. Spencer.

Court Royal Columbia, No, 8808, New
Westminster—George Adams and A. H.
MeBride.

Court General Kitchener, No. 8809,
Nanaimo—A. C. Wilson and Alexander
Forrester.

The two last named courts are acces-
sories of the just completed six months,
their membership having had much to
do with the increase of the provincial en-
rolment during the year from 497 to
811. i

Yesterday’s morning ‘session was occu-
pied largely with the routine of organiza-
tion and the reception of reports, all of
which were of an eminently encourag-
ing character and were promptly refer-
red to the usual committees. These met
in the early afternoon, the remainder of
the day being given up to the general dis-
trict business—an important feature of
which this year is the consideration of a
new set of by-laws which has long been
needed and which will go far toward sys-
temartizing thc proceedings of the order.

Last evening the visiting members were
the guests of honor at a joint meeting of
Courts Northern Light and Vancouver,
an excellent programme being introduced
under the “Good of the Order” stage
of business, and a number of interesting
and encouraging addresses being made.
To-night a banquet will be tendered to
the distriet officers and delegates, at the
Occidental hotel; and the session will
come to a close to-morrow with the
choice of officers for the ensuing year and
the selection of the next place of meet-
ing.

kil Bt
HOW THEY WON DARGAI

Scenes of the Engagement Described
Vividly by a British Officer—The
Gordon’s Part.

From Macmillan’s Magazine.

While we sat below in reserve a cory
came down of “More ammunition for the
Dorsets.” The message was flashed down
accordingly, and soon three ammunition
mules appeared at the foot of the steep
climb about half a mile below us, where
the track skirted the side of a very pre-
cipitous hill. The leading mule came to
a very bad bit of path, did not like the
look of it, jibed, backed, got his hind legs
over the edge, made frantic efforts to re-
cover his footing, was dragged down by
the weight of the ammunition boxes, and
rolled over and over down out of sight.
The second mule promptly followed his
example, deliberately and without any
fuss, nearly dragging a driver down with
him. Transport officers and others fam-
iliar with the ways of the mule will tell
you that instances are mot uncommon
when mules, weary of ecarrying heavy
loads over frightful tracks, grow sick of
life and purposely commit suicide over
the nearest precipice, This looked re-
markably like an instance of it. The
third beast (which, by the way, was not
a mule, but a long-legged weed of a pony)
let itself be coaxed along a little further,
then took fright, reared up close to the
edge, fell backward and went down head
over heels after the mules, with the last
of the Dorsets’ reserve ammunition. In-
credible as it may apear, both-the mules
were gotup subsequently little the worse
for their fall, nor wa8 any of the ammu-
nition on this occasion left as a present
for the enemy.

Shortly after this A company of the
Derbys, under Capt. Manzies, and C, un-
der Maj. Wylly, were ordered to relieve
the Dorseta in the firing line, covering
the adwance or attempted advance
through the gap. ‘““They have our range
all right,” said the Dorset officer whom
Capt. Menzies relieved, as he showed
him a bullet hole through . his helmet.
Any man exposing himself for one mo-
ment there was immediately fired .aft,
while the Afridis above had made so ex-
cellent a use of cover that not a man
among them was visible, the smoke of
their rifles offering the only guide for
the direction of our fire. Next B, D and
E companies were ordered up to the gap.
B had marched out of camp in the rear
of the battalion, and E immediately pre-
ceded them. This order had been main-
tained throughout, so that D went up
first, followed at intervals by E and B.

As these companies scrambled up to
reach the point where the slope lessened,
fifty yards or so beneath the gap, they
came within view, for the first time at
close quarters, of the enemy’s position
and of the state of things at the gap.
Right opposite, only three hundred and
fifty yards away rose a line of almost
sheer cliff four hundred feet above us,
lined for a length of some four hundred
yards with an invisible enemy whose
rifles and jezails (mostly rifles) were all
leveled at the gap. Away to our right,
out of sight from this spot, thecliff took
a sharp turn backward and became less

precipitous, and it was round this turn

that the track eventually followed led to
the top. The gap itself, formed by the
wdtercourse narrowing to a funnel end

large perpendicular piece of
the right by a jagged, stony crest with
an im; ble descent on the further side.
But the most hopeless part of the whole
thing was the frightful block in the gap.

ere must have been some three hun-
dred men jammed together there, several
wounded among them. Right in the
mouth of the gap, and plastered against
the rock on the left, squatted a number
of Gurkhas, officerless, dogged and sul-
len, thirsting to revenge the slaughter of
their comrades] g

The heroism of Col. Travers' gallant
regiment, which bore the brunt of the
first assault and suffered more heavily
than any other regiment engaged, had
not been so generally recognied as it de-
served. Immediately behind them, com-
pleting the block, was a mass of Dorsets.
So densely packed were all thege men,
and so incumbered with wounded, that
until a line through them was cleared (as
was done for the Gordons), it was only
possible for any fresh troops to elbow &
way through slowly, one by one, and the
continuous stream mnecessary to carry the
place with a rush  (the only chance of
success) was then'a physical impossibil-
ity. ~ Nevertheless, Capt. Smith, who
commanded D company, the first of ours
to come up, forced his way through at
short intervals, made a dash across the
gap into the open, under a murderous
hail of bullets, Before he had gone more
than .a few yards he fell, shot through
the head, and the men behind him were
mowed down, Private Dunn being killed
on the spot and Private Pomberth mor-
tally wounded. Pennell, not knowing
his captain was dead, won a Victoria
cross by making gallant efforts to carry
him back under cover. He got him some
way without difficulty, and seeing men
lying omthe ground, called to them to as-
sist. No answer came at first, until a
man of the Dorsets lifted his head and
answered, “We are all wounded, sir, ex-
cept those that are dead.” Then, seeing
that it was hopeless, he .placed poor
Smith’s helmet over his face, the enemy’s
bullets whizzing around him all the time,
and made for the shelter of the gap
again, Another small party, with Lieut.
Way, fared no better. Way escaped with
a_bullet through the edge of his putties.
Keeling, the color-sergeant, and Spick, a
private of I company, were both severe-
ly wounded almost as soon as they crosa-
ed the gap. Both the men were subse-
quently awarded the Distinguished Con-
duct medal. Way, for unknown reasons,
although his name, with those of other
officers, was brought forward, mever
was even mentioned in deéspatches.
Men grew disheartened. Such fire
could be faced no more. ‘There was a
dreadful pause for a full half hour, dur-
ing which the attack stood still. A
message was flashed down to Gen. Biggs
that the troops could not advance, The
engagement had lasted now four hours
and success seemed no nearer than at the
beginning. The assault so far had fail-
ed completely. It was 2 o’clock; none of
the Second division had advanced a step
beyond the Kotal toward Khorappa, and
things looked remarkably ugly.
But the time and the men were now
at band. More than an hour before the
Gordons had been ordered up from
Mamu Khan (where their long range
volleys can hardly have been very ef-
fective) to reinforce the attack, and the
Third Sikhs not long after them. These
fresh troops had now climbed up to
within a few hundred yards of the gap,
and a signaler brought 4 message to our

colonel  from' the general to say: “The

Gordons and Third Sikhs will attack;
Derbys.and Gurkhas in support; Dorsets
in third line.” Soon after the red tabs
of a staff officer or two appeared (staft
officers up to this point had been con-
spicuously absent), and we were ordered
to withdraw our companies aside. Then
arose a cheer from the spot below where
Col. Mathias, very much the right man
in the right place, had halted and closed
up his regiment, and addressed them in
that famous speech which will ever be
connected in history with the name of
Dargai: *‘Highlanders, the general says
the position must be taken at all costs.
The Gordons will take it.” If ever one
man’s cool assurance and unbounded con-
fidence ‘in his regiment helped to turn
impending. disaster into brililant success,
it was done by Col. Mathias’ few strong
words that afternoon. Roused to fierce
enthusiasm by their leader’s stirring
speech and by the familiar skirl of the
pipes, the Highlanders leaped to the
assault. TUp they came, a long thin
string of men with stern, set faces, stum-
bling, scrambling up the steep, in a
frenzy of courage not to be gainsaid,
amid occasional spasmodic gasps from the
pipes and cheers from- any who had
breath to utter, a sigh: for those who
witnessed it to remember all their lives.

But no longer was the attack to be at-
tempted by the fruitless valor of small
detachments and driblets of men strug-
gling out through a crowded mass. As
the Gordons neared the gap a word was
passed up and shouted along to “clear a
line for the Gordons,” and the mass
above surged and swayed apart, leaving
a narrow pathway clear.

The Gordons enjoyed the inestimable
advantage of being to a certain extent
familiar with the ground, from having
descended from Dargai two days before
by the very path which they were now
about to ascend. They therefore knew
that when once the dangerous space to
the foot of the cliff was crossed the
heights could be scaled. Moreover, short-
ly before the Gordons’ advance Gen:
Kempster had asked for a rapid artillery
fire to be concentrated on the enemy’s
sapgars, and at this moment a perfect
avalanche of shot and shell broke from
the eighteen guns on the Kotal and
swept over our heads upon the position.
Under cover of this, combined with the
torrent of indepandent fire from the Dor-
sets, Derbys and Gurkhas, the Gordons
streamed through the gap one afte