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ALMA COLLEGE

ST. THOMAS, ONT,

REV. R. I WARNER, MA, DD. . Principal
MISS 0. M. WOODSWORTH, B A, Lady Principal

Provides the best Lo be found in the highest
grade of Lad
ceasful in De

Colleges, Classes very suc

artmental and University exam

inations,  College popular with those preparing

for leadership in home, In Church, and in
w8 claty

|
REND FOR CATALOGUE

—

ONTARID #nd Ontario Conservatory of ‘
um:,t Mu nd Art, Whithy, ont,

Ideal home lfe In a beautitul

cnu_!‘( onastle, modelled after one of the pala-

tal homes of Knglish aristocracy.

The latest and best. squipment in every d
ment, backed up by the /uv‘,/:rl and "N,"J('”';‘I:I\"f
gupcmu/( 2t b found 0 any similar college in

anada, Huiclently near the city 1o enjoy ite
advantages in concerts, ofo. wid yol away fromn ite
distractions, in an atmosphers and environment
mast_condwoive to mental, moral and physical
stamina, Rend for new iustrated caiendar to

CEV. Jo s HARE, Phby, Principal.

ALBERT COLLERE "

Business Behool Founded 1877

al and thorough, Fivw somplet
W 000UPYINE IIPOrant |lnoe
and shorthand reporters

540 oo, iltion, eleatr e light, use of
d bbb, all | vl laundry, ete., for

ourses. Many
ook -keepers

A u
The teaohers in the literary
department also assist in the work, The character
of the College i & guaranitee of thorotighness.

Catalogue with speciimen of penmanship, ¥

Addross, PRINCIPAL DY K

I
DD, Belleville, Ont

BY ALL MODERN METHODS
TORONTO ~MONTREAL

COWAN'S
COCOA

Has a Dominlon-wide Reputaion

'IN answering any advertisement in this

paper, ploase stato that you saw the
advertisement in Tk CanapiAN Epworta
Fra.

The Excelsior Picture

The “ Excelsior ” picture on the front
page o * Boys' Number, which was so
much admired, was designed by Mr. Her-
bert Ecclestone, a rising young artist of
this city, who has had some training in
New York. He is one of the young men
of Parkdale Church,

Trouble to Himselfl

General Sherman once had occasion t
stop at a country home where a ti
ba and a roller towel on the bac
p sufliced for the family’s ablutions,

two mornings the small boy of the

sehold watched in silence the visitor’s
efforts at making a toilet under the un-
favorable auspices, but when on the third
day the tooth-brush, nail-file, whisk-
broom, etc., had been duly used and re-
turned to their places in the traveller's
grip, he could suppress his curiosity
longer, so holdly put the question, v,
mister, air you always that mu h trouble
to yo'se'f 7"

Reminded of Old Times

A hard-headed old Pittsburg manufac-
turer who made his fortune, ns he ex-
presses it, ‘‘ with his coat off,” was in-
duced by his daughters to accompany
them to a Wagner concert, the first he
had ever attended. The next day he hap-
pened to meet an acquaintance who had
seen him the night before, who asked,
“1 suppose you enjoyed the concert last

night, Mr. Brown ?” “ Yes: it took me
back to the days of my youth,” the old
man said with a reminiscent sigh. ‘‘ Ah,

summer days in the country, girl in
lawn dress, birds singing, 11 that ?”
“No, the days when I worked i soiler
shop in Scranton.”

The Golden Egg

Father : “Now, see here! If you
marry that young pauper, how on earth
are you going to live ?”

Sweet. Girl : ““ Oh, we have figured it
all out ! You remember that old hen my
aunt me ?"

“ Yo

“Well, T have been reading a poultry
circular, and I find that a good hen will
raise twenty chicks in a season. Well,
the next season that will be twenty hens ;
and as each will raise twenty more chicks,
that will be 420. The next year the num-
ber will be 8,400, the following year 168,-
000, and the next 3,360,000 ! Just think,
at only fifty cents apiece we will have
$1,680,000. Then, you dear old papa,
we'll lend you some monmey to pay off
the mortgage on this house !"

The Way Home

When the Bishop of Truro, Doctor Gott,
was Dean of Worcester, says a writer in
V. C., his ahsent-mindedness was so no-
torious that he earned for himself the
sobriquet of ““ Dean For-Gott.”

On one occasion he had invited some
friends to dine with him. On their ar-
rival, a short time before the dinner-
hour, he suggeisted that in the interval
of whiting his {riends would perhaps like
to walk through the grounds.

After spending about a quarter of an
hour in admiring the flowers, shrubs,
and green-houses, they suddenly came
upon a door in the garden wall.

“Ah,” said the dean to his astonished
Fuvnna. ““ this will be a much nearer wa
or you to go home than by going bac
to the front !” and forgetting his invita-
tion, he opened the door and bowed them
out.
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Didn't Expect It Riht Away

An old coachman in St. ohn's, New-
foundland, said to his Methoist employer
one day, “I have signed the pledge.”
“I1 am glad to hear of it,” aid the mas-
ter. ‘“ Now, of course, you yill have to
work and vote for prohibiion,” * Oh,

yes, I suppose so,” said “e coachman,

“but with the help of God,it won't come
in my time.”

How the Dutch Repub.ic
Was Saved

William the Silent, Prince of Orange, is
usually called the savior of the Dutch
Republic ; but there is a story told in
Mot history that gives great credit
to a small spaniel. This du% always
passed the night upon the bed of the
Prince, and when the camp was surprised,
and the Spaniards were slaughtering right
and left, this faithful creature sprang ;;)r-
ward and began barking usly, and
then, returning, scratched his master’s
face with his paws. The Prince awoke
just in time to mount h' horse and
escape.

To his dying day the Prince kept a
spaniel of the same blood in his bed-
chamber, and in the church at Delft may
be seen the statue in stone of the little
dog that saved the savior of Holland.

w

The Governo:'s Dilemma

Governor Van Sant, of Minnesota, re-
cently arrived in New York and went to
a hotel. Shortly after a former resident
of that State called, and was shown to
his room. He found the governor sitting
in a chair surveying with uni;loomy coun-
tenance a trunk which stood against the
wall.

““What’s the matter, governor ?" asked
the caller.

“1 want to get a suit of clothes out
of that trunk,” was the answer,

“Well, what's the difficulty~lost the
key "

“No, 1 have the key all right,” said
the governor, heaving a sigh. " I'll tell
you how it is. My wife packed that
trunk. She expected to come with me,
but was prevented at the last moment.
To my certain knowledge she put in
enough to fill threc trunke the way a
man would pack them. If I open it the
things will boil all over the room, and
I could never get half of them back.
Now, what I'm wondering about is
whether it would be cheaper to go out
and buy a new suit of clothes or two
additional trunks.”

|
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e Advance. It is
give any accurate state

ment concerning the numerical standing
of our Epworth Leagues for the past
year, but there is every indication of
a handsome increase I'he Toronto
Conference reports an increase in the
membership of young people’s societies
of over 2,000, Unless the other Confer
ences have very serious decreases, we shall

have a fine advanee for this year

L

Young Men’s Work.—The Young
Men’s Associations in connection with
and town churches have had a
prosperous year, They are very propeily
asking for some recognition by the church
which will probably be granted by the
General Conference. Would it not be a
good idea for these organizations to be
affiliated, in some way, with the Epworth
League?! The young men of Toronto
have recently commenced the publication
of a monthly wmagazine called *The
Canadian Young Man,” devoted espec
ally to the interests of the Young Men’s
Clubs. It is a very creditable prodve
tion, indeed

our city

L3
The More Difficult Task.—In a

racy and interesting address before the
Toronto Methodist Conference, Rev. J. B.
Sileox, of the Congregational Church, put
the question of church union in somewhat
striking form when he said : “ It may be
difficult to form a basis of union that
will be satisfactory to all, but the task of
justifying ourselves in maintaining our
present divisions is much greater.” There
is a big element of truth in this remark.
But little more than sentimental reasons
can be advanced for the policy of keeping
open three or four churches of various
denominations in small places where one
would be amply sufficient.

P

Railway Building.—The most re
markable feature of development in Can-
ada, just now, is the building and pro-
jection of new railways. Even in the
great West, it is expected that in a few
years no settler will be forced to live
more than about ten miles from a rail
road. What a boon that will be! In
Ontario many electric radial lines are
being planned to run in various directions
from the large cities and towns to serve
the double purpose of bringing in the
farmers with their produce, and carry-
ing the workers of shop, office and fac
tory from the dust and noise of the city
out into the summer green and perfume
of the country. The more such road: we
have the better.
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Our Monument Pictures. — For the
two fine pictures of Lundy’s Lane monu
ments which appear in this issue, we are
indebted to the courtesy of the author of
“ Pen Pictures of Early Pioneer Life in

Upper Canada,” which deals in a most

interesting manner with the early settle
ment of this country, with special refer
ence to the social and industrial condi

tions of the first settlers

L
A Great Railway.—In an editorial
letter in the N.Y. Christian
Rev. Dr. Buckley writes : T will not say
that the Canadian Pacific Railroad is the
best managed railroad on the continent

Advocate

for the comfort of passengers, lest I should
create animosity in some directions, but
will affirm that none better can be found
This is high praise coming from one who
has travelled round the world

L]

Church Union.—As was expected,
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church voted in favor of proceeding with
the negotiations for organic union. There
was some opposition, of course, but not
for.
Our General Conference will probably
take similar action, and then the whole
matter will very likely be referred to the
congregations of the three denominations
When that time comes there

more than might have been looke

concerned
may be some lively discussions. No
matter what may be the result, good will
result from the present movement

K

General Conference Representa-
tion.—One of the
forward a memorial to the General Con
ference asking that half of the General
Conference delegation be chosen from the
senior members of the Annual Conference
by rotation, as is done in the Presbyterian
Ohurch. The originators of this proposal
have overlooked the fact that the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church is
held once every year, while our chief
court assembles quadrennially. A young
preacher entering the Toronto Conference
at the age of 23, would find over three
hundred men ahead of him, and befo
he reached the coveted honor would be
about eighty years of age. It would
result in the General Conference being
composed almost entively of aged men.
There is really no necessity for such a
measure as a good percentage of new
men aré elected by our present system,
For next General Conference Toronto
will have 6 new men, Hamilton 8, Lon
don 9, Bay of Quinte 7, Assiniboia 7.
This seems to be about the right propor.
tion of new blood.

Conferences sent

|
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Passing Strange ! Sherring, the |
winner of the Marathon race, received a |
wonderful ovation from his native eity of |

Hamilton, and a fund of several thousand
dollars has been subscribed for his
About half a dozen lines in the
deemed suflicient recog

benetit
newspapers was
nition of young Rose’s achievement in
gaining the highest scholastic honors at
Oxford. Strange, isn’t it, that physical
prowess is honored so mucli more highly

than intellectual ability !
4

Self-Support in the North. A
most encouraging report was made at
the recent Toronto Conference by Rev
James Allen, Superintendent of Missions
for New Ontario, concerning the work
under his jurisdiction. Largely through
his personal influence during the past
year, no less than ten missions have be
come self-supporting, and $4,000 less is
being paid in missionary help to North
ern districts than formerly.
as good as an increase of that amount in
Allen’s work in
stimulating the missions to assume their
independence has been of the greatest
value. There are, doubtless, many other
places that might by a little encourage
ment be led to take s A

This is just

missionary givings, Mr
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Notable Canadian Monuments

V.—-Laura Secord

N the little cemetery at Lundy’s Lane, near Niagara Falls,
there stands a stately monument erected to the memory

of the heroic Canadian soldiers, who so nobly defended
their country, in the war of 1812, Quite near to it there is

another stone, much less pretentious in appearance, which, to

PNUMENT

n the memorial pile
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d swamps, and over
beew's Falls of an
FitzGibbon, on the

of the 49th Regiment
x Nation and other
Beaver Dams, and
Boerstler of the

nd two field pieces.’

pe of the American
he, and talked quite

freely about their plans, and especially of the importance of
securing the Beaver Dams as a base of operations, which
would give them a gr

Laura Secord listened quietly but es

at advantage.

gerly to the conversa
tion, and when the officers had left the house consulted with
her husband as to what should be done. It was impossible

for Mr. Secord to go and there was no one else to send. Mrs

Secord was a woman of action and did not lose much
| time in deliberation but quickly decided to go her
| self

On the morning of June 24¢h, before daylight she
tarted from her home, and reached St. David's just
as the sun was rising. Her principal fear seemed
to be that she might be captured by the American
Indians before reachiag the British lines, but she
bravely risked her life and freedom in order that she
might convey the information so valuable to the
British forces

Her niece, Elizabeth Secord, accompanied her as
far as Shipman’s Corners, but her feet became so
sore that she was unable to go farther. From that
point Laura Secord’s journey was pursued absolutely
done. Emma A. Currie, in her biographical vol
ume, thus describes the situation

“It had been a very rainy season, the streams were
swollen, and where the rude bridge had been swept
wway, on her hands and knees she crept over a fallen
tree. To avoid danger she had to recross the stream
more than once to travel beyond the ordinary route.
As she neared the vicinity of FitzGibbon, in coming
up a steep bank she came upon the Indians who
were encamped there, They sprang to their feet
upon her appearance, with piercing cries, demand
ing to know what white woman wanted. Though
terrified, her presence of mind did not forsake hes
but to the last years of her life she could never
speak of that time without emotion. They were
Caughnawagas and did not understand English
With difficulty the chiefs who partially understood
English at last comprehended that she had a mes
sage of importance for FitzGibbon and must see him.
It was seven o'clock in the morning when she came
upon the Indian encampment. After what seemed
a long detention she was at last conducted to Fitz
Gibbon and told him of the coming astack. There
was no waste of words on either side; FitzGibbon
recognized the danger, and his arrangements were
promptly made.”

The officer immediately sent Mrs, Secord to a
place of safety, and we are not surprised to learn
that she ‘‘slept right off,” as she was in a very ex
hausted condition

As a result of Mrs. Secord’s warning, Col. Boerst

ler was surrounded and captured, together with the
colors of the 14th United States Infantry, two can
nons, two baggage waggons, and five hundred stand of arms,
as substantial token: of the victory which had a most in-

spiring effect upon the country. '

Laura Secord returned quietly to her home without any
boasting of her remarkable adventure. Her grandson says,
“She was a modest and unassuming woman and did not
attach the importance to her exploit that it merited.” e

An incident of Mrs. Secord’s life in Chippawa is related by
her granddaughter, Mrs. Cockburn :

“My grandmother was a woman of strong personality and
charscter, and her word carried great weight with it, as the

following incident will show: Upon one occasion a negro
in whom she was interested was very ill with the smallpox.
Of course there were no isolated hospitals in those days, the
patient having to be treated at home, precautions being taken
to prevent the contagion from spreading. Grandma heard
that the doctor intended smothering the poor negro, and ac-
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cordingly challenged him as to those reports. *He admitted
the charge saying at the same time, he is only a nigger and
not much account anyway.” *As sure as you do,’ my grand-
mother answered, ‘I will have you indicted for murder.” This
seemed to set him thinking, and putting forth renewed efforts
he pulled the poor fellow through, who in after years testified
his gratitude in many ways for the saving his life. She was a
great favorite with young people, who, on returning from

EPWORTH ERA. 197

school for their holidays, would say, after a brief time
in the house, * Now we must go and see Mrs. Secord.””

Mrs. Secord’s personal appearance is thus described :
“Laura Secord was of fair complexion, with kind, brown
eyes, a sweet and loving smile hovering about the mouth but
which did not denote weakness. She was five feet four inches
tall and slight in form.” She died on October 17th, 1868, at
the ripe age of ninety-three.

A Gambler’s Experience with Mounted Police

MONG the many persons who are pouring into the
Canadian West at the present time, one perhaps
somewhat more illustrious than the others, is William

McDonald, of Lewiston, Idaho, who a few years ago was one
of the members of the Supreme Court of the State of
Washington

He went North a few weeks ago, took a look about
Stettler, Alberta, and decided to locaté there. I am on my
way home again,” said he to the Albertan the other day,
“and I shall bring my two married daughters and their
families and my family back to this country, and will locate
out on the Stettler line.

«T like this country. It is good enough for me. I like
your customs. I like your ways. like your people, and
this country is the greatest that God ever made. In ten
years Canada, I am convinced, will have a population of
60,000,000 We are loyal people at the present time. We
think much of our Stars and Stripes ; but we shall be just as
good people for your country and just as loyal to you.”

Mr. McDonald is a very interesting talker, tells a good
story, and, unless all signs fail, will be heard from in this
country in a very short time. He has formed a great
admiration for the North-West Mounted Police. He says he
had heard that this police force was superior to any other in
the world, and was prepared to see something pretty good,
but that he was amazed at the orderly and satisfactory way
in which these people do their work. In this connection he
tells the following story :

“T had one case brought to my attention. There was a
man in my country who was a member of a gambling gang. a
bunch of tinhorns, and a bad crowd. One of them I assisted
in getting where he belonged. When I came up here I saw
another member of the gang, and I knew him, but he didn’t
recognize me.

“¢What do you think of Canada !" I asked him.

«¢It’s the limit,’ he replied. *It's the worst ever.’

¢« Why, I've heard that it was a great country —fruitful,
rich, and the very best,’ I answered.

4 Yes, the country may be all right ; the land may be good
enough ; but it’s the people that are the limit.’

w1 always heard that they were law-abiding and decent
people,’ I answered.

“¢ Law-abiding enough, but they don't treat American
citizens with ordinary decency.’

«¢Never heard that before,” I replied. *Did they misuse

ouf’
2 ¢ Yes, they did,’ replied our tinhorn friend. ‘They did
to me sowething that should have led to international
complications, to the breaking off of friendly relations
between nations. Well, T should say it would.’

««What did they do!’' I replied; ‘1 am getting inter-

« ¢ Well,’ said he, ‘I hadn’t been in Calgary more than a
few days when one of these red-coated soldier policemen they
have up there, Mounted Police I think they call them, came
into the hotel T was stopping at—"

««What were you doing in Calgary ' I asked, breaking in.

“¢] was just looking around.”

««Well, as I said,’ continued the tinhorn person, ‘ he came
in and asked for me. I thought it was the Duke of York or
some of those chaps that wanted to see me, and went down
to see him, When he saw me he says, “Oh, yes, you are Mr.
——,” had my name down pat and all that. He seemed to
know me. “ Well,” says he,  you get out of here.” “Why 1"
asks I, 1 don't know,” says he, “but you get out. You
are not wanted here.” I says, “ I'll go when I feel good and
ready.” He says, “ You'll go to-day, and if you are here
to-morrow you'll be arrested.”’

“Did you go!" T asked.

“ ¢ Yes, I did go.”

“«Why didn’t you sta and fight it out? You had a good
case, if you were an innocent man.’

«tWell, I'm innocent, all right ; nothing against me, but
—well, T wasn’t very particular about stopping, and what
would you do, stray get away in time, or stay and fight
the whole British Army ! 1 came away that day. But that
is a scandalous way of treating an American citizen.””

That is convineing proof to Judge McDonald that Canada
is the country of law and order, and that the Royal North-
West Mounted Police know their business.

“There are some Spokane papers which arve trying to stem

NORTH.WESBT MOUNTED POLICEMAN

the tide to this country and keep our people at home,” said
Mr. McDonald. * When any man comes back from Canada,
however worthless he may be, the Spokane pepers will give
him the paper if he keeps on hammering the country. It
isn’t doing any good. It's only making the people more keen
to have a look at this country.

“There is nothing good about this country that I am not
prepared to say about it.”

The Reason

' Why, the time was,” said the passenger with a gorgeous
wateh-chain, ** when we had our county so well in hand that
we could elect a brindle pup to any office we chose to nomi-
nate him for.”

“ And you can’t do it now?”

« 1 should say not. The other fellows have beat us three
to one in the last two elections.”

“To what do you attribute the change 1"

« Well, I'm inclined to think that, when we had the power
we elected too many brindle pups.”
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With Pencil and Camera in the West
I

BY THE
Port Arthur and Fort William

ROM North Bay to Port Arthur is n journey of six
hundred and thirty miles, for the most part through a
wilderness of rock, forest and swnmp. There is searcely

anything worth looking at before Lake Buperior comes into
view, and then the scenery hecomes fquite nttractive until
Port Arthar is reached

[t is like coming upon an oasis in the desort to find two
fourishing towns, surrounded Ly n

EDITOR

80 that it is absolutely fireproof, not an inch of wood having
been used in its construction. The employees declare that
there is nothing to burn except the dust, and certainly there
is plenty of that

This elevator holds about a million au i a quarter of bushels,
and a hundred cars of wheat are unloaded into it every day.
During the year of course it handles several million bushels,
s for some months the grain passes through quite rapidly.

but the commerce of the great lake

barven desert for hundreds of wiles, ",

with the tremendous western busine

of the Canadian Pacitic Railway, have

at  financial  inte
t the people from
and from over the

developed g

which have bro
all parts of Ontari

sen.
There is such rivalry between the
two towns that there is a little dithi

culty in discoverir their respective
populations.  Ask a Port Arthur mun
and he will tell you that Port Arthure
has 7,000 people and Fort Willinm
6,000, Ask an inhabitant of the latter
place and he unhesitatingly declares
that Fort William is exactly one
thousand ahead of its sister, I pro
pose to let the people of these two
places fight this question out for them
selves.

Port Arthur is beautifully located at the head of Thunder
Bay on Lake Superior, and as a placé of residence has special
advantages owing to its splendid site on gontly rising ground
which is high and dry. There is one denwback, however, in
the fact that the town is * founded on & rock,” and huilding a
cellar or constructing a sewer is u costly operation s all
excavating has to be done by blasting, The houses nra mostly
frame, although there are quite a number of heautiful brick
buildings. The new Methodist church is bullt of stone, and
is as pretty an edifice as can be found betweon Hulifax and
Vancouver. It cost about 850,000 and ix equipped with every
modern appliance, inclading one of the brightest and most
convenient Sunday-school rooms I have seen an
Pastor Rev. J. C. Walker has the privilege of |
every Sunday evening to a congregu-

where

nching
tion that fills the spacious auditorium

A Busy River

Fort William, three miles west
ward, is built along the K uninistiqua
River, which affords unusual oppor
tunities for shipping.  One side of the
river is lined with wharves of all
kinds for several miles, and as trade
expands the other side can be utilize|
in a similar wny, so that by.and-by
there will probably be ten miles of
accommodation for boats. Un the

second of My, eighteen hig vessels
were lying at the elevators loading
and unloading, and others moving up
and down bellowing like bulls ‘of
Bashan

For business purposes, Fort Willinm
has the advantage of Port Arthur,
and will probably become much the
larger place. The two towns will,
however, probably gradually grow
together, and become a great city,

The Big Elevator

During my stay in Fort William a most Interesting visit
was made to the new C. P. R, elevator, which is probably the
biggest in the world. Tt is built of iron, cement, tiles, ete,,

A GREAT GRAIN ELEVATOR

Thirty-five men will operate the whole plant, and almost the
entire work i+ done by machinery.

The grain is lifted up into great hoppers and weighed, and
then transferred on broad leather carriers which turn it into
the huge cylinders where it remains iintil the time for loading
co nes, when iron tubes convey it to the holds of the vessels
which carry it to Montreal, Depot Harbor or Buffalo

I do not know of any sight more interesting than to watch
these gushing showers and streams of golden grain. I thought
of the broad and fertile prairie which produced this wheat,
the finest in the world ; I thought of the toil of the western
farmer, his hopefuluess as he deposited the seed in the soil,
his anxiety as he watched its growth through the season, and
then experienced the joy of harvest; I thought of the bread that

UPPER S8TORY OF A GRAIN ELEVATOR. (Interior)

this wheat would make, of the homes and hearts that it would
gladden, the lives that it would sustain and strengthen, and
came to the conclusion that there is no more useful or honor
able calling than that of the farmer, the man who co operates
with God's soil, sunshine and rain in producing the staff of
life.”
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Fiom the top of the elevator a magniticent view can be ob-
tained of the twin towns, lake and surrounding country It
is a fine place to get an idea of the wonderful growth of the
past few years.

We have a growing Methodist cause in Fort William. The

MAIN 8T., WINNIPEG, LOOKING TOWARD UNION BANK BUILDING

From photograph taken early in the morning

pastor is Rev, M. C. Flatt, but he is not at all like his name.
He is sharp and alert, and u hard worker.

Municipal Ownership

e in Canada

These two towns have done more than any pli
to demonstrate the practicability of public ownership of com
mon utilities The water works, street cars, the gas, electric
light and telephone systems are all owned und operated by the
towns themselves and are proving quite profitable. The
people pay one dollar a month for a telephone in a private
home, and twenty-five dollars a year pays the cost of an in
strument in a business office. Money is made at these figures,
which is an indication that the corporations in most towns
are charging too much. The people of Port Arthur and Fort
Willinin thoroughly believe in keeping these valuable assets
in their own hands. Probably in time other places will
become equally sensible.

Pure Water

Fort William during the winter and spring ex
terrible scourge in the form of w typhoid feve
caused by bad water. Early in the fall a passing
dragging its anchor, tore up the intake pipe in the 50
that water was pumped from a point near where the sewage
of the town was emptied, The inevitable result followed.
There were eight hundred cases of typhoid, with about
seventy deaths. The visitation has not been without some
attendant good, for it has directed attention to a beautiful little
|ake on the mountain, overlooking the town, with clear, crys
tal water, so situated that there is no possibility of contami
nation. The elevation is such that no pumping will be neces-
sary; gravitation will carry pure water to all parts of the
town, and streams will be easily thrown over the highest
buildings. Thus do our misfortunes often prove our greatest
blessings.

More Beautiful than Niagara

About twenty miles from Port Arthur there is a bit of
scenery known as Kakabeka Falls which is a rare gem of
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beauty. 1t is somewhat off the main line of travel, and con
sequently the majority of tourists never visit it, but if its
attractiveness were generally known, many more would stop
off & train and take the journey to see what is probably the
most beautiful Falls in Canada. Indeed I have never seen
an, thing to equal it anywhere, not even the famous water-
falls of the Yosemite Valley, Of course it has not the mas-
siveness of Niagara, but it every other respect is far ahead of
it. The water is of a rich amber color, and pours over in
billows, not falling in one sheer drop, but heaving out over
the rocks so as to delight the eye. In the centre there is a
projecting rock, which in midsummer is dry, but at the time
of my visit, the first of May, there was quite a stream rippling
over and around it, the water at a distance forming a striking
contrast to the amber of the nearer fall. It gsems a pity that
such & gem as this should be destroyed, but, as at Niagara,
the wsthetic ns doomed to yield to the utilitarian, and
areat works are being built for the purpose of developing
power to run the mills and elevators of Port Arthur and Fort
William. Probably not enough water will be diverted to
entirely ruin the falls, but its beauty will undoubtedly be

impaired.

1 would strongly advise visitors to the West to stop over
for & few hours at Murillo, and drive six miles to see the
Kakabeka Falls, They will find it a vision of beauty which
they will never forget T took several photos of the falls, but
as the camera was a new one in inexperienced hands the pic
tures show only a portion of the waterfall. At any rate, no
photograph can begin to do justice to this wonderful bit of
reenery

What's in a Name

About three hundred miles west of Fort William there is a
little town of about five thousand inhabitants formerly known
s Rat Por
such an ugly name, so a change has recently been made and the
brakeman now calls out “ Kenora " when the train pulls into
the station. The town is romantically located on the Lake of
the Woods, and in the summer thousands of visitors make their

ge, but it is altog:

ther too pretty a place to bear

home here. The summer cottuges can be seen from the wharf

KAKABEKA FALLS
Jtev. J. C. Walker and Rev. M. E Wiggins in the foreground

and stretch away for miles, the scenery being of the most de-

lightful character, and very similar to that of Muskoka. The
trip by boat from Kenora to Rainy River and Fort Francisisa
charming one, which can be made with tolerable comfort in a
couple of days.
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Kenora is well supplied with churches, most of which are
too large for the needs of the place, as the denominations
apparently built for an increase of population that has not
materialized. Our church is doing well under the energetic
pastorate of Rev. Hiram Hull, B.A., the ministerial giant of
the Manitoba Conference.

In almost all the towns in the west cae sees evidence of
denominational overlapping, and can well understand why
the sentiment in favor of union is so strong. At Murillo, for
i , there is a population of about sixty souls, and three
churches. Here is a practical argument in favor of organic
union, The Methodist church is a small building, seating
about one hundred persons, attended by twenty-five families,
including those who come from the country. The Presby-
teriau church, which is only a stone's-throw away, accommo-
dates the same number and has a constituency of aine
families. Both of these churches receive aid from the i s
sionary funds, when either one of them would amply supply
the religious needs of all Protestant people in the neighbor-
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seems destined to become the retail street of the city. The
change that has taken place on this thoroughfare is scarcely
less than a transformation.

The new post office is a magnificent structure, but before it
has been opened the statement is made that it will be entirely
too small ‘F; the business that must pass through it.

The banis of Winnipeg are large and beautiful modern
structures which indicate the confidence wl..li the great
financial corporations have in the future of the city.

The Churches

Churches of all kinds, names, and creeds have sprung up
all over the city, many of them being attended and supported
by foreigners. Fora western city Winnipeg is a law-abiding,
moral and Sabbath-observing place, although quite a number
of stores are open and are doing business in a quiet way on
the Lord’s Day. Perhaps the police do not see these places,
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hood. ~Tnstances like this could be greatly multiplied in
travelling between Fort William and Calgary, It is no
wonder that a practical and progressive peopie like those
who occupy our western prairies are hecoming tired of this
kind of thing, and are working hard for union.

Winnipeg the Metropolis of the Wast

Winnipeg has already been described and illustrated pretty
thoroughly in these pages, and I have no intention to repeat
what has boen said, or to give facts and figures which have
been published far and wide.

Just a few impressions of the city as it appears to one who
has not seen it for a year or two, T have been fairly familiar
with Winnipeg for the past seventeen years, but it seems to
be a differeat place every time I visit it.

I might as well candidly confess that the reports of recent
growth in the prairie city that appeared in the papers scemed
to me to be greatly exaggerated, and the prophecies for the
future absolutely ridiculous, but having spent a few days
walking and driving abont its streets, I am prepared to believe
everything that has been written, and to accept almost any fore-
cast concerning the destiny of this young giant of the west,
When I went 10 Winnipeg in 1889 the population was forty
thousand ; now the people helieve that it is not less than one
hundred thousand, and really it has the appearance of a city
of that size.

Whole sections that, a few years ago, were open prairie, are
now thickly populated, and street after street may be seen,
closely lined with houses, which have all been erected within
the past three or four years. It makes no difference where
you go, the same evidences of growth appear. In the wholesale
district, many large warehouses have been erected, and others
have been enlarged, indicating that business has greatly in-
creased. Tt is quite a commion thing to see the upper part of
a wholesale house built of fresh new brick to provide two or
three extra stories. Almost all the big firms of the East
have branches here of the most profitable kind.

House Rent is High

One result of this remarkable influx of people is that houses
have become an expensive necessity. A modest residence,
with nine rooms, which in an Ontario town would rent for
twelve or fifteen dollars a month here brings fifty dollars, and
coal costs £10.50 a ton, so that housekeeping is a serious busi-
ness.  Apartment houses have sprung up in all parts of the
city, and seem to be quite popular. Five rooms in a well
located apartment, heating included, can be obtained for
from fifty to seventy-five dollars a month, The people do not,
however, seem to complain very much as most of them are
making more money than they did in Ontario, and apparently
enjoy the fun of spending it. They live well, and have many
luxuries. Fruit, for instance, which comes a long dist,

BOME FINE BANK BUILLINGS IN WINNIPEG

Church attendance is probably as good as in Ontario with a
somewhat larger proportion of young men in the pews,

For ten years, while the population doubled, our Church
made absolutely no advance, but recently a connexional
movement has resulted in a number of new church enter-
prises. Old buildings have been enlarged and new ones
erected,

Grace church still stands as a strong centre of religious
influence, and the pastor, Rev. Dr, Sparling, preaching to
congregations that crowd the building, but quite a number of
families will “ swarw” in a short time to the splendid build-
ing on Broadway, Methodism has not been strengthened
by the past tendency to concentrate the Methodist people in
Grace church,

Zion Church has now an edifice of which the people have
reason to be proud. Wesley Church has doubled its capacity,
as has Maryland Street, and both have fine congregations.
Young Church is planning to build, and Fort Rouge already
has a modern Sunday School room, the finest in the west,
which will be used for the public services for a few years,

“All Peoples’ Mission” has already been described in
these pages and need not be referred to at length. Rev. Mr.
Wigle and his enthusiastic helpers are doing good work
among the foreigners and others.

The People

After all, wide streets, big business blocks, splendid
churches and schools do not make a great city. The character
of the inhabitants is the biggest factor in the development of
a modern metropolis. The population of Winnipeg is a

and i- quite expensive, is freely purchased, perhaps more s
than in any other part of Canada,

Magnificent Streets

Winnipeg is laid out on  generous scale, and its principal
streets are usually wide, Main Street and Portage Avenue
are apparently twice as wide as Yonge Street, Toronto, and
public buildings present a fine appearance. Main Street has
improved grearly during recent years, but Portage Avenue

g g of rep: tives from almost every
nationality in the world. It is said that there are about
20,000 foreigners in Winnipeg, and fully thirty different
languages are spoken on its streets. The English-speaking
people come mostly from Ontario, with a fair sprinkling from
England and the United States. They are largely young and
energetic men and women who have been attracted by the
larger business openings of the west. It is quite a common
thing to hear an Ontario boy, who has been in Winnipeg a
year or two, say *Oh I couldn’t satisfy myself to live in the
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east now.” This feeling is due largely to the great opportuni-
ties that open up to ambitious and energetic young fellows.
It is certainly a good country for such persons, but the man
who is comfortably situated in Ontario ought to be satisfied to
remain where he is.

They Are Learning Fast
The foreigners are learning the Fnglish language and
adopting Canadian customs quite rapidly. When a visi-
tor asks the Icelandie and Galician children in the schools
what they are, they always shout with enthusiasm : ** Cana-
dian ! Canadian!” and they are learning to sing *The
Maple Leaf” and * God save the King.”

The Development of
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At a recent trial in Winnipeg which concerned some
foreigners a little girl of ten, who had been in Manitoba
only about six months interpreted the testimony of the wit-
ness into English. She had obtained a fair knowledge of our
language in this short period.

« Kducation” is the keyword with which to solve the difli-
culties of immigration. If the young folks are taught in the
day schools and instructed in the principles of true religion in
our Sunday-Schools and churches, there is but little fear for
the future, but if this work is neglected woe be to the Western
Provinces. Our churches have no more important problem
than the christianizing of these masses of people from the
Old World.

Christian Character

BY MR. F. FREEMAN TRELEAVEN

HE greatest thing in the world is Man; and the
greatest thing man can possess is character. Char-
acter, that is noble character, is an easy thing to ad-

mire—it is & hard quality to define. We would say that
h is the lation of a man’s thoughts, his words,
his actions, into a complex unity, which makes the man what
he really is.

How great is this attribute of man which we call character |
God alone knows ; man cannot estimate. We do know this
much. (1) Man does does not inherit a character, good or
bad ; he must acquire it. One may be born to wealth, or to
power ; he may inherit talent along some particular line ; but
character he must develop. (2) Heaven is a very beautiful
place—rich and splendid beyond description. In that land
they do not require man’s wealth or his power, his glory or
his eloquence—but they do need his character, and so when
he leaves this for a better and happier world, that is all he
can take with him.

There are various kinds of character, good character and
bad, strong character and weak, mild character and vicious.
And is it not reasonable to conclude that the longer a man
builds a good character the better it will become! And the
longer he builds a bad character the worse it will become !
While men of maturer years do in some cases change their
ways, giving up bad living for good, and alas, on the other
hand sometimes giving up the substance for the shadow, still
we know as a fact that the majority of voyagers travel this
world’s journey on the tracks on which they get their start.
This shows the importance in character—development of home
influences, These are the influences which may—in fact,
which in many cases do—make or mar the young man’s
future. Any young man, who during the first twenty-one
years of his life has had the kindly counsel of a sainted
Christian mother, and the helpful advice of an interested and
(God-fearing father, should have a foundation alread, laid on
which to build a noble Christian character, and a start
for which he should be truly thankful. A great many youug
men do not have such an advantage.

After a young man reaches the age, say, of eighteen, he
must naturally be more dependent upon his own resources,
and there are three or four ways at least by which he may
help himself towards the attaining of a true Christian
character,

One of these is by reading. Of course, to all wise young
men there is a Book of Books, That is the Bible. This
should be read thoughtfully every day. And he should find
time for other good reading, for books which will be an inspira-
tion to him in the everyday battle of life. With public
libraries as easy of access as they are in this age all excuses
of inability to procure the best in literature’s realms must
prove valueless. In these days of cheap and exciting, trashy
and hollow (if, indeed, not worse) literature, there are a great
many young men whose brains are so feeble that they are in-
capable of reading anything requiring mental effort. They are
not the great and influential men of to-morrow.

What a young man thinks may be largely helpful or detri-
mental in his efforts to make for himself a strong and sturdy
Christian character. Most people, not young men alone,
should do more thinking. Sometimes occurrences like the
recent California catastrophe cause us to stop and think ; but
just thinking for a few minutes, or off and on for a few hours,
at most, will not do as much towards helping the ordinary

man, as thinking would do for him if he would pause every
day and consider upon the seriousness of life, or upon how
much he has to be thankful for, or upon his duty towards his
brother and his God. It is after such thinking as this
that a young man goes out into the world and does something.
Because if a man thinks seriously at all he must live better
and do better.

And that is the next thought. What a man does helps to
determine what kind of a character he will have. We hear
a lot to-day about young men who can say No. That may be
all right, but a young man who always says No will never do
much. The need of the world to-day is young men who can
and will say Yes. Yes to opportunities to help raise the
standard of a fallen humanity ; Yes to opportunities to relieve
misery and suffering; Yes to opportunities to prove them-
selves men, and to bring the heart of this sinful world nearer
to the Christ whose love for it was so great that he died to
save it. If a yeung man aims to build a Christian character
he should guard carefully every action, for the things he does
—as well as the things he does not—will largely determine
the nature of his character.

And too, the people a young man associates with in the
business world, in the social world, and in the religious world
will have much to do with the moulding of his character. A
young man should ever choose his company.  He should cul-
tivate the friendship of men whose lives from day to day will
be a help, not a hindrance, men whose lives will encourage,
not dishearten, men who will sympathize, not deride, men
who will assist, not act as stumbling-blocks. But, above
everything and everybody else, he should cultivate a friend-
ship with Jesus Christ. A man may have a good character,
but unless he knows his Saviour as an ever-present and all-
powerful Friend he cannot have the best character which
might be his.

Toronto, Ont.

Confidence

No longer doubt, ye timid saints,
No more to anxious care give heed,
Dismiss your murmurs and complaints ;
Your heavenly Father knows your need.

The flower that spreads its tender leaves
And sheds its fragrance on the air—

The sparrow nesting neath the eaves,
Are objects of His constant care.

No lily fades, no sparrow falls
Unnoticed by His watchful eye ;
And when His weakest creature calls,

His ear is open to its cry.

Then why these gloomy, anxious hours,
To needless doubts and fears a prey!

He careth for the birds and flowers,
And ye are better far than they.

Seek first His righteousness to know—
His gracious kingdom from on high —
And all things needful here below,
His love and bounty will supply.
—Rev. H. G. Jackson.
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An Institutional Church
; ‘“Open 365 Days in the Year'’’

EY THE EDITOR

i
HY church that is open but one day in the week, and a stranger can always be dicected to comfortable Clivistian i

that only for distinctly religious services, cannot success-  home The Employment Bureau is a splendid feature which %

fully compete with the saloon in renc hing the young has assisted a great many men in obtaining good positions !

men of the community, is the con )

clusion that has been reached by |

the Rev. G. W. Kerby and those
who are associated with him in the
Calgary Methodist Church,  Con
sequently they have announced
that their chureh building will be

e

open for 365 days in the year, and
provision las been made for the
physical, sociul, and intellectunl
needs of young men as well as for
their religious culture. From eight
o'clock in the morning until ten t
night, seven days in the week, the
door swings open at the slichtest
pull and an officer of the church
18 on hand to greet all who may
come.  As it is the best ¢ xample of
an Institutional Church in Canada

perhaps sone description of its
methods may be of interest
Concerning the equipment, the

splendid pictures which accompany
this article will give a better idea
than could be conveyed in any
other way. The rooms are all loca
ted in the basement of the church
but this is not regarded as much of
a disadvantage as there is usually
no dampness in Alberta basewents

At the outside door there is n
large announcement hoard setting THE GAME ROOM, CALGARY YOUNG MEN'S OLUB

forth the fact that the privileges

of the rooms are free to all men who choose to use them, and  and given some of them a different idea of the church from
this board is probably read by a greater variety of men from that which they had formerly entertained. It has greatly
more parts of the world than any church bulletin in Canada, impressed them to find some interest taken in their material

Un entering, the visitor finds himself in a large and com- comfort and happiness,

fortable room in which a number
of young fellows are playing shuffle
board, checkers, and other games

Adjoining this is a reading room,
which is nearly always well filled,
containing a tine assortment of the
best zines and papers, The
gymnasium is well fitted up with
appliances for developing physical
strength, with a shower bath at
tachment, It is well patronized
by the boys who seem to appreciate
very highly what has been done
for them by the church. The par
lour is a cosy place in which to
chat with a friend, while the
writing room provides facilities for

correspondence. Bii9uE T

Everything is'in charge of the
very etary and physical
divector, Mr, W. Green, who
has a private room in the building
and gives his whole time to the
work, He is always on hand to
greet strangers, to give them infor-
mation, and to help them in any
way possible. The first thing a
young fellow wants when he reaches

wpable se

a
place, and the next is employment
The Young Men's Club seeks to
meet both these needs, A list of
good boarding houses is kept, and PARLOR OF CALGARY YOUNG MEN'S OLUB

Just a cosy place to chat with a friend,

like Calgary is a lodging

o hdbul @
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belong to the same race as those on the street outside ! " The
Gospel truly has a transforming influence on the whole life !

It is inspiring to hear these Christian Chinamen sing.
Some of them sing in English and some in Chinese, but they
keep together splendidly, and seem to enjoy it hugely.
Many of them read the Seriptures very well indeed. The new
building, now in course of erection, will enable this mission
to do still better work, under the superintendency of Rev,
Jas Turner,

L

Wesley Church, Vancouver, is one of the finest congregations
in Canadian Methodism. It would be hard to find a more
inspiring audience than that which fills the spacious audi-
torium on Sunday evenings. It is largely an assembly of
young people, with an unusual proportion of keen, intelligent
men who are prepared to listen to the very best that the
preacher can bring to them. There is an air of movement
and progress about the whole institution that is very refresh-
ing, and the missionary spirit has been well developed,

The people of Wesley Church are so well pleased with the
work of the pastor, Rev. W, E. Pescott, B.A., that they are
hoping the General Conference will remove the tiwe limit
and allow him to remain in Vancouver,
suceess has attended his work.

L]

A large Epworth League and Sunday -School meeting was
held in this church on Monday evening, May 21st. The
building was almost completely filled, and great enthusiasm
prevailed. Rev. Dr. Potts gave one of his characteristic and
stirring addresses on Sunday-School work, and the Editor of
this paper spoke on the Epworth League. The choir was out
in full force and rendered some fine music.

The collection. Ah ! here is where the western churches
shine ! “ Alexander the Coppersmith ” is absolutely unknown;
nothing but good, clean, white money is ever seen on the
plate, with an occasional piece of paper. The collection at
this week evening service amounted to $53.00, and included
one hundred silver quarters. The British Columbian thinks
no more of dropping a quarter, or “two bits” as it is
called on the coast, into the plate than many people in the
Eastern Provinces do of giving a five-cent piece. The copper
is looked upon with positive contempt. It is said that a
tourist gave a squaw five coppers at a railway station, and
the old dame immediately dropped them, one by one, into a
crack in the platform, where they would probably never be
seen again,

Certainly, splendid

L

The Epworth League of Wesley Church seems to be a
strong, aggressive organization of young people, who work
very harmoniously with the pastor. At the close of the
Sunday evening service they usually have a short service in
the church parlor for fellowship and song which appears to
be a very valuable feature, especially for the purpose of
reaching strangers,

L

On my return from the coast I spent a delightful day at
the Morley Indian Mission, which is located Jjust at the foot
of the Rocky Mountains. The country here is a rolling
prairie, with many picturesque features, and though not
adapted for farming, is will suited for stock raising, as it
affords good pasturage for cattle and horses,

There are about six hundred Indians on the reserve, but
they are very much scattered, and as they are a nomad
people, the missionary has long drives in order to reach them.
He needs to keep at least three horses in order to overtake
his work.
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Rev. Marchmont Ing has charge of the mission and is
doing excellent work. He preaches in the Morley church
every Sunday morning to a congregation which usually fills
the building, many of the pe« ple coming six or seven miles to
the service,

In the afternoon fourteen class-meetings are held in as
many different sections of the reserve, each in charge of an
Indian leader. 1 asked the missionary how many of his two
hundred members attended class, Imagine my astonishment
when he replied, “ All of them.” The church membership roll
has a large number of peculiar names, Here are a few of
them :

“ Adam Two-young-men,” *John Powderhouse,” * (ieo,
Yellowealf,” “Mrs. Jonn Rockymountain,”  Peter Bears-
paw,” “ Agnes Lefthand,” ““Joe Rolling-in-the mud,” * Tom
Powderface,” “ Susan Bigwoman,” * Moses Soldier.”

K

The Indians are a dependent people, always willing to
accept assistance from either the government or the church,
The frequent requests for help of various kinds is often a
serious embarr to the 'y whose means do not
allow him to give to * every one that asks.” Mr. Ing showed
me this little note, which he had just received from an
Indian :

“Itell you what I think. I ask you what you don't like to do it
but I want you to do hecause you love God. Pleaso can you give me
coot and pains ¥ I know great man you are hecause you fove (iod,”

It is to be hoped that the poor fellow got his “coat and

pants.”
£

Four miles away is the MeDougall Iastitute for the educa-
tion of Indian children, named after the heroic missionary
Rev. George McDougall, whose picture hangs in the waiting-
room of the institution,

Mr. and Mrs, Oakley have charge here. This institution
owes much to the Rev. John MecDougall, D.D., who for years
bore the burden of maintaining it, before it was taken up by
the church. Much of his personal property was used in
paying the expenses of what was known in the early days as
“The MeDougall Orphanage.”

The Indian youngsters learn quite rapidly, and make
oxcellent progress, The girls take to music like a duck to
water, many of them being able to play the organ very well,
An Epworth League has recently been organized among the
pupils, and, of course, an impromptu meeting had to be called
to welcome the ““Okeman” or ““big chief ” of the Epworth
League, who gave them a talk and promised to send them a
charter. The young folks sang several hymns very nicely
and closed with “The Maple Leaf,” which they had learned
specially to sing for Prince Arthur,

L

The Church has a big problem on its hands to keep up with
the ph | growth of population in the West, but is
doing fairly well. The Missionary Superintendents, Revs,
Oliver Darwin and T, C Buclk , are doing spl work,
and fully justifying their appointment. Missionary money
spent somewhat freely just now will bring splendid returns a
little later on. For instance, a second Methodist Church was
started in Edmonton, as a mission, two years ago. Now it
has one hundred members, a congregation of about three
hundred, and is off the mission fund, paying its pastor nine
hundred dollars. Surely this is growth ! Of course, a sad
tale could be told about the duplication of church machinery
in small places and the waste of missionary resources, but the
denominations will, perhaps, by-and-by, come to a better
understanding in regard to this matter. “More preachers ”
is the cry just now, the Alberta Conference alone asking for
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thirty-five new workers for the coming year, and nearly a

hundred are called for in the three Western Conferences.
L]

Alberta College, while under Methodist auspices, ministers
to the needs of all classes, creeds and naticnalities, and is
appreciated by all. It is impossible to estimate the influence
of such an institution in a new country like this. A short
time ago a couple of Swedish girls called upon Dr. Riddell,
and one of them said : * Principal, I want to get an education,
but T have no money. Will you let me come to the College,
and I will pay you when 1 am able, after a while 1« Why,
yes,tof course, I will,” said the Principal. The girl turned to
her friend and exclain.ed, with an air of triumph, “1 told you
he would.” They had evidently been discussing the question
between themselves, and cve of them had been a doubter,
The Doctor said that within a very short time every dollar of
the indebtedness had been paid. It is very refreshing to find
young people so hungry for knowledge.

Ld

Rev. J. P. Rice took hold of the Red Deer Industrial
School a couple of years ago when it was looked upon almost
as a forlorn hope, but through his energy and good manage-
ment it has become practically a self-sustaining institution,
able to carry on its work with the per capita allowance made
by the Government, without drawing anything from the Mis-
sionary Society. It is doing excellent work which reflects
great credit upon the Principal and his staff. The Indians,
however, manifest very little appreciation for what is being
done for the education of their children in any of our schools,
They seem to have the idea that they are conferring a very
great favor on the church by sending their boys and girls
to the schools, All the same they need the training which
they receive and work of this kind must not be neglected.

L

What enthusiastic fellows those western probationers are !
There were about forty of them in attendance at the Assini-
boia Conference in Brandon, most of them sleeping on cots
provided in the Clubrooms of the Church. They had the
time of their lives in fellowship one with the other, in singing
and prayer, and in attending the Conference sessions and the
meetings of the Probationers' Association. Most of the
young men are Englishmen brought out by Dr. Woods-
worth, who are doing remarkably well. They seemed hungry
for information concerning anything that would help them in
their work. Preachers of such calibre are sure to be success-
ful.

H

The Manitoba Conference reported an increase in Epworth
League membership of 497. What a pity it is that some
League did not skirmish around a little more and get three
additional members so that there might have been the even
half a thousand advance ! If the other Conferences do as well
as this we shall have the largest increase for a number of years
past. In Sunday-School attendance the Manitoba Conference
had an increase of 468, thus making an advance of nearly one
thousand in the two departments. Considering every-
thing, this showing is very satisfactory indeed, und yet
several members of Conference spoke in the most dismal
and pessimistic way of the situation, They were, however,
for the most part, men who knew very little of the work that
is being done, and who drew general conclusions from some
particular case where the standurd of efficiency did not appear
to be very high. The League officers who have had charge of
young people’s work during the past few years in Manitoba
deserve great{praise for their successful efforts,
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The newspapers frequently refer to the “wild and wooly
west,” but as far as Canada is concerned, there is no such dis
trict. There is as little lawlessness, and as high a degree of
civilization in the western provinces as in any part of the
Dominion, and the average intelligerce and culture of the
people are as great. Those who picture the west as peopled
With blustering bullies, swaggering cowboys, who shoot right
and left at the slightest provocation, and who care nothing for
he law, are entirely astray. Nothing of the sort will be
found even in the newest settlements. The credit for this
belongs largely to the Northwest Mounted Police,
W

The tide of population is moving westward with ever-
increasing volume, and Manitoba is suffering almest as much
as Ontario and the Western States from removals. Land has
now become quite expensive in the ‘ postage stamp ” province
Ed many of the farmers are pulling up stakes and turning
their faces toward the newer provinces where cheaper farnis
can be obtained. Notwithstanding many removals the Mani-
toba Conference reports an increase in the membership of
1,500, which indicates that very effective work has been done
by the churches. When in the old Manitoba and North-West
Conference it was announced that the membership has in-
creased one thousand, one of the older ministers exclainied :
+ Praise the Lord,” but now in less than one-third of the ter-
ritory, under much more discouraging circumstances, the
increase has been greater.

Neepawa, where the Manitoba Conference was held, is a
local option town, in which a liquor license has never been
granted, and as one of its citizens remarked the other day,
“not a dollar of blood money has ever found its way into the
public treasury.” Of course, other places make fun of it, refer
to it “as a dead town,” and generally indicate that prohibi-
tion is a great hindrance to prosperity.

Well, if Neepawa is a dead town 1 would like to see a live
one. Idonot think that I have noted so many evident tokens
of prosperity in any place that I have visited during the past
ten years. The buildings are of an unusually substantial
character, the stores are well stocked and attractive, the
hotels are the best in the province, while the town hoasts of
a beautiful little hospital, and has the largest livery and sale
stable in Canada.

On Saturday afternoon, June 9th, by actual count there
were 125 vehicles standing on the street, within two blocks,
beside many that were left in the sheds and stables, and this
was not exceptional, but is said to be the regular thing every
Saturday. This ought to mean good business for the shops and
stores, The business men are so well satisfied with local
option that a majority of them sustain it with their votes
whenever an opportunity occurs.

L4

‘Mhe three prairie Conferences are very proud of Wesley
College and they may well be so, for it is an institution that
has had a unique history of struggle, growth and success. Dr,

Sparling, the honored Principal, is entitled to very much of
the credit for the very enviable position in which the college
now stands with its surplus of over $3,000 for the past year.
In the University examinations, in competition with three
other colleges, Wesley students carried ofl’ eight out of nine
medals.  Why they did not capture the remaining medal the
worthy Principal did not explain, but probably there was some
little feeling of sympathy for the other colleges which were
geuerously allowed one honor between them.  And yet some
people say that Methodism is behind in the matter of
education ! A.CC
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~__Quiet Hour

Live Day by Day

I heard a voice at even softly say :
*“ Bear not thy yesterday into to-morrow,
Nor load this week with last week’s load of sorrow §
Litt all thy burdens as they come, nor try
To weight the present with the by-and-by ;
One step, and then another, take thy way—
Live day by day !”

Live day by day !
Though autumn leaves are withering round thy way,
Walk in the sunshine —it is all for thee.
Push straight ahead as long as thou canst see ;
Dread not the winter whither thou mayst go;
But, when it comes, be thankful for the snow,
Onward and upward | Look and smile and pray—
Live day by day !

Live day by duy !
The path before thee doth not lead astray.
Do the next duty : it must surely be
The Christ is in the one that's close to thee,
Onward, still onward, with a sunny smile,
Till step by step shall end in mile by mile,
“I’ll do my best,” unto thy conscience say ;
Live day by day !

Live day by day !
Why art thou bending toward the backward way
One summit, and another, thou shalt mount ;
Why stop at every round the space to count ?
The past mistakes if thou must still remember,
Watch not the ashes of the dying ember ;
Kindle thy hope, put all thy fears away—
Live day by day !
—Julia Harris May, in The Evangelical Messenger,

Why Don’t You Ring?

Let us learn to value prayer more. We have read a de-
scription of a picture. There is represented the steeple of an
old church. Tn the steeple is a bell and a rope hanging down
toward the earth. Beside the bell calmly sits an owl, sugges-
tive of the fact that the bell has not been used for a long
time. Through a casement of the steeple one can see down
below a little corner of a graveyard, and running by it the
street full of hurrying people. As a motto under the picture
are the words: * Why Don’t They Ring 1”

Why don’t we ring? Why do we permit the bell cord of
prayer to hang all unused in the steeple, when if we would
only ring we might have our lives all flooded with the har-
monies of heaven? Let us pull the rope! Let us value
prayer more |  Let us use it more as a means. We can have
the music of heaven falling down and filling our lives with
the sweetest comfort and peace and joy if we will. Why
don't we ringt—Rev. G. B. F. Hallock, D.D.

Lowly Service

It is easy for us to overlook the blessedness of lowly service.
The thing that is wrought in the eyes of the world is the
thing we most aspire to. But in the eyes of God this may be
a most menial service, and one all unworthy of our exalted
destiny. The lily, though it bloom in the valley, and low
among the grasses, hath a mission as beautiful as the cedar
on the top of the mountain. Men admire the higher rather
than the lowlier stations. We feel that we are equal to the
highest, and the ambition may be wise, But perhaps the
endowment God has given us is only such as can successfully
be used down by the side of the lily, and not up where the
cedar grows. It may be our mission in life to carry out His
work in spheres that are hidden from the public gaze. And
this, for us, and for Him, is best. It is better to be the
strength of the foundation than a piece of ornamental sculp-
ture over the door to be gazed at by the passerby. To be
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unseen and unknown, yet faithful to our God-appointed
mission, is better than to seek a station for which we are
unfitted and where only failure awaits us. Success in life lies,
not in rising higher and higher until we reach the top, but in
doing the very best possible in the station where we are.—
The United Preshytarian.

‘“Remind Me of the King"”

Our besetting sins are bad onough at best, but self-decep-
tion is, perhaps, among our chiefest sins. And among the
means of self-deception is the belief that some sins cannot he
overcome, A chaplain of a certain regiment spoke once on
the sin of uncontrolled temper and was sharply taken to task
afterward by his commanding officer, who said his remarks
were much too plain. “ Now, I have a hasty temper,” said the
officer, “‘and T cannot help it and I cannot control it.” The
next Sunday the chaplain preached on self-deception and paid
particular attention to the excuses men are wont to make,
“ Why,” said he, ““a man will declare it is impossible for him
to control his temper, when he very well knows that, were the
same provocation to happen in the presence of his sovereign,
he not only could, but would, control himself. And yet he
dares to say that the continual presence of the King of kings
imposes upon him neither restraint nor fear.” The next day,
the officer meeting the chaplain, said, “ You were right yester
day, chaplain. Hereafter, when you see me in danger of fall-
ing, remind me of the King.”

27th Psalm Turned the Scale

According to Clinton Rogers Woodruff, it was the 27th
Psalm, suggested by Director Shoyer, that encouraged Mayor
Weaver, of Philadelphia, to dismiss Directors Smith and
Costello, nearly a year ago, and begin the fight for better
government.

Mr. Woodruff was one of the speakers at the Patria Club
dinner in New York, on Friday night. In describing how
Mayor Weaver broke with the organization, Mr. Woodyuff
said :

““ When the ring realized that Mayor Weaver was getting
‘shaky,’ as they described it, a shrewd, clever lawyer was
sent to him, who threatened the Mayor with the biggest kind
of a scandal that would make his name a byword, and would
send him to his political death. At that moment one of the
Mayor's loyal supporters, a good Christian man, entered the
room.

‘“ “Fred,’ said the Mayor to him, ‘ Frank threatens me with
a big scandal if I dismiss these two Directors. T don't know
what he means, but what would you do 1’

““You just tell him to read the 27th Psalm,’ the other
replied.

“From that moment,” said Mr, Woodruff, “the Mayor's
mind was made up; he dismissed the two Directors, and the
fight for pure government, which culminated so gloriously,
was begun.”

The Psalm which nerved the Mayor to defy the organiza-
tion leaders begins :

“The Lord is my light and my salvation ; whom shall T
fear? The Lord is the strength of my life ; of whom shall I
be afraid.”—Philadelphia Ledger.

Day by Day

All we are authorized to ask God to give us at any time is
simply enough for the present day. Even if in the evening
our last crust be eaten, and there be nothing in store for to.
morrow, we need not be afraid nor think that God has
forgotten. When the morrow comes we may ask for the
morrow's own bread and know that God will hear us and
answer our prayer in the right way. Let us learn that
wonderful lesson of living a day at a” time—a lesson which
runs through all the Bible, Tt would save us an immense
amount of worry and anxiety if we could really learn this lesson,
Tt is trying to carry to morrow’s burden besides to-day’s that
breaks le down.  Anybody can do one day’s tasks in a
day, or endure one day’s struggle ; but that is enough for any
one, all God intends one to carry.— Xev. J. R. Miller, D.D.
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Practical Plans
Six Helpful Rules

The American Institute of Sacred Literature gives the fol-
Jowing six excellent rules for Bible study :

Work regularly. Have a definite time for your work every
day, and as regularly as possible use that time for your work.

Read intelligently. Consider as you read whether you un-
derstand what you are reading. If there is a word the mean-
ing you do not know, look it up. Many such words cannot
be found in any English dictionary ; you should also consult
a Bible dictionary. But do not, if you can avoid it, pass
over a word without knowing what it means,

Read attentively. Notice the character of what you are
reading, giving special attention to the form of the saying.

Record the results of your study. Have your note-book
always at hand as you study, and use it frecly to make your
thought clear, and to h.qr you to hold what you have gained.
Every day's reading oug! i

it to give you some result so clear
and definite that you can write it down. Frequently let your
note be & summary in your own words of the narrative or
teaching of the passage studied. At other times note down

whatever most impresses you, whatever you have got for
yourself from the K _
Make frequent revie The portions assigned for each

doy’s reading are very briel. Much of what is most interest-
ing and instructive will come to you only as you connect
these short portions together, and see the teachings in rela
tion to each other,

Study with open mind and heart.
ought not only to store the mind
and shape the life, It is possible, indeed
haste to find the practical lesson in ev
of the best lessons come not from a si
the readings many days.

These teachings of Jesus contain a message and a method
of life for us in our day as surely as for those in his own
times. Let us keep our hearts open to receive them and to
live by them.

The study of the Bible
but to mould the heart
to be in too great
Yy sage ; and many
ngle section, but from

Open-Air Services

From late Spring to early Fall many Leagues will find open-
air services a great means of usefulness, Contrary to the
usual belief, the summer is a most favorable time for revival
and evangelistic work, but not in stuffy churches and badly
ventilated halls, The widespread habit, which our climnt.e
fosters, of spending as much time as possible in the open air
during the warmer months, offers a suggestion to the aggres-
sive Christian which ought not to be ignored. il

The people are already out-of-doors. A little music will
usually draw a large erowd. The open-air service which fol-
lows, if it is wisely planned, will hold the crowd which the
music draws.

An open-air meeting must not be conducted after the same
fashion as one conducted inside a church building.  There
must be an entire absence of stifiness, The street is not the
place for ritual. The meeting must stand entirely on its own
merits, It can have no crutches of Churchly nurronnd.mr, of
the dim religi light and Sabbath like h of the
sanctnary. Whatever is dome must be done promptly, posi-
tively, and without any break in the chain of exercises. .

The singing must be vig fident, and suffi in
volume to sustain itself without any assistance from the
crowd, The crowd may choose to join in, but it is wel] not
to be dependent upon it. The hymns that are sung will
set to practicable tunes, tune that are attrwdvg. if not
familiar. But it is not necessary to copy slavishly the
methods of the Salvation Army, Methods are not so import-
ant as spirit. With the proper knowledge of the character of
a street crowd, an intelligent leader can usually devise his
own method.

1f the open-air service is to be held in an incorporated town
it will be necessary to seek official permission before taking
any positive steps. A good location should be selected before-
hand.

Do not start out, like Abraham, not knowing whither you
go. The best location is one which, while being close to the
main stream of travel, is not so near as to be disturbed by
the noises of the street.

In the conduct of the meeting one or two things should be
specially noted. Long prayers are fatal to an open-air ser-
vice, Indeed, it is sometimes wise to omit prayer altogether.
A preliminary meeting with the workers may be held in some
quiet room, and prayer for the service may there be offered
with large prospect of blessing. But when the meeting is on
the crowd must be held. Anytl breaks the magnetio
current between the speaker arers i

hing which
and the hearers will hurt the
meeting. A street crowd, once its is di ed, is
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The closer the workers are to the crowd the better. A prayer
méeting may drag itseli along to some sort of a conclusion
with twenty feet of empty benches between the people and the
leader, but in an open-air nteeting the thing is utterly impos-
sible, Hold the meeting, if practicable, so near to the church
or other meeting place that a brief after-service may be held
indoors, To this service all who desire to come will be wel-
come, There direct personal dealing with individuals about
their soul’s salvation will be entirely in place, and often
fruitful of blessed results,

Personal Evangelism

Personal Christian work is not easily done, It is, perhaps,
the most difficult form of Christian service, But at the same
time, it is the most valuable form, richest in benefits to the
worker, and in results. It requires a measure of personal
spiritual life that is not go markedly demanded by any other
form of religious work. One can do many things in connec-
tion with the Church and the Epworth League without pos-
sessing the highest and most definite personal experience. But
the work’ of seeking others, and dealing with them face to
face, concerning their salvation, cannot be done when the
spiritual life is at low ebb. The prayerlife must be unob-
structed, and the sense of communion with God uninterrupted.

In the first place, then, the personal worker should seek the
fullness of the Christian life for himseli. Then there must be
the most complete and most unquestioning dedication of his
powers to this work., With such a beginning, the fear of man
will become nn unimportant thing. The Bible should be
studied for its bearing on the matter of personal salvation.
Then, here are a few simple rules of approach :

Be perfectly natural when speaking of spivitual things.

Avoid denunciation, or positive statements concerning parti-
cular sins. Leave these to the consci , as it is enligh 1
by the Holy Spirit,

Do not be too careful. Prefer an occasional mistake to the
missing of an opportunity.

As a rule, do not try to do personal spiritual work in a
crowd.

Use simple language, and avoid as much as possible those
stereotyped phrases which everybody recognizes, but which
have ceased to convey any definite meaning.

Do not argue. Seek for points of agreement rather than
for points of difference.

Be free to make use of your own experience,

As much as possible confine your work to those of your
own sex and age.

Use prompt action.

Secure co-operation in prayer. It is a great gain if the
unsaved can be induced to pray for himseli.

Do not tell any one that he is saved. He will find that out
from a better authority than you are.

The beginning of personal work need not be postponed
until you have a great number of people among whom to
begin.” There is some one already near to you whom you
know, and to whom you can go without need of introduction
or special ceremony. That one is the first person to whom
your duty calls you.

When decisions have been reached, there is great need ior
care, and t'e following up of each individual case. Do mot
drop the acquaintance when the first great purpose of your

ri has been accomplished. You have not only brought a
soul to Christ, but you have won a friend. Offer all possible
help in the beginning of a mew social life. Enlist the co-
operation of a few warm-hearted, and congenial Chri b
Secure your new-found friend as & member of the Epworth
League, and set him to work at once at some definite Chris-
tian task.

Some MarKs of a Good President

He will be a loyal and intelligent Methodist
He will be careful in appointing constitutional committees.
He will be quick to note and to welcome strangers in the
meeting.
He will keep constantly in mind the real pur f th
Epworth League. il 2
He will be an unobtrusive assistant of the Sunday-school
superintendent.
He will learn how to make announcements briefl pres-
"“;lly' av:‘ltlil effectively. S
e be a good, rl
finical, not fanciful, but firm, = e
He will be able to enlist others in the service ; to set them
at ‘lv{ork “wluhout coaxing, scolding, or pouting.
e will see to it that nothing dies on his hand,
hands of the Epworth League. If any work nead: gl?::lh:
continued, he will insist on its being done formally and

lan,

gone.
The speaking :Pouldbe démt, forceful, and brief,

mon i she i.ld.b:t';
s |, &
be amputated, and what is left set on fire with n:nm.

Lest tbese things should discourage some!
sald that all of these quﬂmuﬂoun:u be mr‘lgt I:yt 5
ordinarily intelligent young Christian if he is determined to
do his best for his League, his Church, and his Lord.
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Hints for WorKkers
The Daily Test

“It is our week-day life, under the stress and strain of
temptation, far more than our Sunday life, under the gentle
warmth of favoring conditions, that really tests our religion.
Not how well we sing and pray, not how devoutly we wor-
ship in church, but how well we live out in the stress of
afiairs, how loyally we do God's will, how faithfully we carry
out the principles of religion in our conduct—these are the
things which tell what manner of Christians we are.”

A Pleasant Place

Said a poor woman of the Boston Medical Mission : ““ I'd
like to be the janitor in this place, so I could stay here all
the time. Tt is so pleasant, and everybody loves everybody
g0 much.” Herein is a lesson for pastors and all Christian
workers, Blessed is that church and that mission whose at-
tendants long to be janitor, and remain always in the house
of God, because love reigns supreme. David s 1 would
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than dwell
in the tents of wickedness,”

The Christian’s Duty

Dr. Maltbie Bahcock, in writing of the Christinn’s duty to
mankind said: “1f God send me riches, T must bless my
brothers ; if poverty, I must set an example of rich faith. If
he sends me health, I must divide my strength with others ;
if sickness, my patience must speak of Gad. If I am tempted
I must consider my brother as well as my God. If 1 only
looked to God I might spend more money on myself, and
drink wine, and ride my bicycle Sunday afternoon, for in
themselves these things may not be sinful ; but when I look
at my brothers, some poor, some wenk, some worldly, 1
besitate. The law of liberty would let me as I look up, but

not the law of love as I look out,

Pick Them Now

A young girl visiting in the country was following the
farmer’s wife along a’ winding, hali overgrown path amid a
tangle of wild flowers. The young visitor exclaimed over
their variety and beauty. ‘T mean to gather all 1 can carry
when we come back, and I have a little more time,” she uui(f.
The elder woman pushed back her bonnet for a glance, and a
word of advice. “ Better pick them now if you want them,
sister. 'Tain’t likely we'll come back this way.” It was one
of those simple, homely incidents that sometimes seem to

itomize life. We must pick now, if we want them at all, the
EPOWQI'I that God scatters along our way. The pleasant hours,

£

the dear friendships, the offered , the happy gather-
ings—all the brightnesses and blessings that we so often push
aside, but mean to find leisure to enjoy sometime—we must
take them day by day as they come or we shall lose them
altogether ; we never can turn back to find them,

Time for Duty

A man of national reputation, a clergyman, author, editor,
and leader in many movements, recently told a friend that
for years he had made it his practice to get up at haM-past
four every morning, and do good hours’ work before
breakfast. “1 am so likely to be interrupted later in the
day,” he explained, ‘‘ that it is necessary to have this time
for concentrated work.” He was au unusually hard worker
from breakfast to bedtime besides.

In the face of such lives, what becomes of the ordinary
Christian's excuse that there is no time to read the Bible
before breakiast ? The available hour for duty is always there
if | ined to avail lves of it. The il

we are av

ability or availability lies with ourselves, not with Father
Time. The great spirit, the strong will, regardless of bodily
ease, finds the available houlr when smaller, self-indulgent

souls ery, ‘There is no time "'

AL n of R

In 1902, the big steamship Assyrian drove ashore on the
rocks at Cape Roll, in Newfoundland, known by sailors as the
‘“ocean graveyard.” The agents of the line in Quebec took
in hand the lulvaﬁo of ship and cargo, amounting to half a
million dollars. They summoned the salvage companies, and
proeeeded, through a whole week, to consider and debate
prices. At the end of that time they had cut down all the
estimates considerably ; but when the salvage tugs steamed
out to commence their work, there was no Assyrian there,
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The wind and tide had broken her against the rocks, and sent
her down, a total wreck, impossible to save, during those
hours while the agents were considering the salvage offers,

No wise ship-owner ever waits an unnecessary moment to
rescue o ship on the rocl Rescue is a prompt business,
Storm and wave are too deadly to be trifled with. Every
hour makes a difference. This is a truth that holds good in
spiritual matters. There are souls around us every day
drifting on the rocks of evil, or just grounded. It does not do
to consider plans or to count the cost of our time. If we
want to help them, now is the time. The rescue work that
tells most is that which begins enrliest, before the moral
break-up is advanced. “It's too late now!” How many a
human ‘wreck has said that to father or nother, guardian or
friend, who might have saved him by eudlicr care and wis-
dom ! Those who would help others, who would rescue them
from the rocks, must be alert and watching. ** The King's
business requireth haste.” Are we letting it wait ?

SN /7

Delight in Life

One of the best and most useful men of his day, one of the
most brilliant, one of the clearest thinkers, beloved by thou-
sands of young men, whom his moble life and words had
helped, said this about work :

“To be at work, to do things for the world, to turn the
current of things about us at our will, to m our existence
a positive element, even though it be no higger than a grain
of sand, in this great system where we live—that is a new
joy of which the idle man knows no more than the mole
knows of sunshine, or the serpent of the eagle’s triumphant
flight into the upper air. The man who knows, indeed, what
it is to act, to work, cries out, ‘ This alone is to live !" '

It was Phillips Brooks who uttered these ringing words not
long before his own life of unceasing activity was done. He
knew their truth. He lived,

A Right Standpoint

The standpoint from which a view of anything is taken
determines the nature of the view obtained.” A correct view
demands a correct standpoint. Men may reason very logically
from a wrong standpoint, and come to a conclusion which is
wide of the truth. The more logically they renson, indeed,
from such a standpoint, the more surely must their conclusion
be erroneous.

It is upon the Word of God that we depend for a correct
standpoint in our view of Christian truth and duty. The
Christian’s point of view is wholly different from that of the
man of the world. It is a much higher standpoint, and
affords a much broader and clearer view than any other. No
matter what powers of intellect a ‘Mian may possess, it is
utterly impossible for him to see what the Christian sees, so
long as he occupies a worldly point of view. 1t is as impos-
sible as for two persons to get the same view of an object
looking at it from opposite sides.—Review and Herald.

Nuggets

What a man knows should find its expression in what he
does. The value of superior knowledge is chiefly in that it
leads to a performing manhood.—Bovee,

When a concerted religious movement is undertaken in a
community it is the duty of every Christian to help it along.
Next, he is to pray for its success, if he is not called upon to
take active part in it. Last, he is never, under any condi-
tions, to stand aside and find fault.

Doubting and depression are, if nothing worse, an unpar-
donable waste of time, when there are so many duties to be
done, and battles to be fought. It was a wise thinker who
wrote :

“Many a glorious record
Had the angels of us kept
Had we done—instead of doubted,
Had we worked—instead of wept !

Being defeated is unpleasant ; but it is a very common ex-
perience, which need not make any young soldier despair of
victory in the end.

“’Tis written since fighting begun,
That sometimes we fight and we ecnquer,
And sometimes we fight and we run.’

The main thing is to keep on fighting, and to be sure we

are fighting for right things, and fighting hard,

“ Mr. Henry is a fine young man,” said an old family ser-
vant of one of the sons of the family. ““ If he undertakes to
do a thing, he will do it. He does not say he will do it and
then leave it for others.” * Yes,” said his mother, * Hen

a very just mind.” The just man does his work and
keeps his word, The man or boy of unjust mind sees no
shame in leaving his work to others, or forgetting to be true,




Mr. Rockefeller has found another
superb use for his money, He will
give a million dollars woward the build-
ing of reformatories for young eriminals.

It is sald that so many of President
Roosevelt's checks to his tradesmen are
bought up by souvenir-hunters, and never
cashed, that the bank clerks hardly know
how to balance his account.

Sir Frederick Holden, Speaker of the
House. of Representatives In the Federal
Parliament of Australia, s a Wesleyan

and a lay p her. A few
weeks ago, though Parllament was in
session, he conduo three services on
one Sunday. A number of eminent
w in K ure lny pr h

President Roosevelt 1s deeply luter-
ested in girls and hoys | he likes to
meet them ; he s Interestod in Selr
home life, und especinlly In their sports
and the books they read, On all public
occasions, when there in n group of young
folk come Lo greet him, he is sure to
show his pleasure, He I8 not discon-
certed by the ery of the very small child
that the mother in the country district
must bring with her, or miss the sight
of the President, The fact that the
President has children of his own, to
whom he is a most sympathetic elder
brother, has much to do with his attl-
tude toward the young folk,

The story Is told of the late President
Harper, of Chicago Unlversity, that
once, when a young theologloal student
wanted to gel wsome special instruction
from him, no hour could be found for it
in the regular day's work
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The Wesleyan Christian Advocate says
of Rev, Principal Sparling, our official
delegate to the General Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church South : “Dr.
Sparling had not proceeded far in his ad-
dress before it was very clear that he had
his audience with him.
an hour and forty minutes, and it was
a rare speech, abounding in humor, with
here and there passages of great force.
He is a masterful platform man.”

Temperance

The working population of Glasgow
spends annually in drink, on an aver-
age, $16,707,250 which is three times as
much as it pays for rent.

A well-known English lawyer, moved
by the revival in Wales, it is said, has
decided to give up taking cases on be-
half of breweries. By this decision he
sacrificed $10,000 a year.

When scientists, philosophers and
humanitarians agree as touching the
influence of alcohol upon the human

system, who has the right to question
their conclusions on this great grave
question of race import ?

The English Admiral, Beresford, says:
“1 do not believe that alcohol in any
form ever has done, or ever will do, any
one any good. I am now sixty years
old, and since 1 have entirely given up
wine, spirits, and beer I find I can do as
much work, physically and mentally, as
1 could do when I was thirty, or more.”

, when at the head

the president sald, " Would five-thirty in
the morning suit you?" The young
man, entirely taken aback, stared, and
then sald, feebly, that it would. “ Very
well,” sald Dr, Harper ; and the work
was fixed for that hour. The young
man afterwards learned that for years
the president's working day had begun
at five, since, as one of his friends ex-
pressed It, " Harper belleves so thor-
oughly in the elghthour day that he
puts two of them into every twenty-
four hours.”

The new King of Norway, Haakon the
Seventh, served an apprenticeship in the
Danigh navy as & midshipman, which
must have been a pretty wholesome ex-
perience, as one of his messmates tells
of it. He stood the hazing of his mates
good-naturedly, alled him by his
first name, Karl, o no advan-
tages or “extras' over the rest of the
men, and no deference was pald him be-
cause he was a prince of the realm.
He ate the same food as the rest and
shared all thelr hardships, He had to
mend his own clothes, darn his socks,
sew on his buttons, and keep his ac-
coutrements in good order. He slept
in a rogulation sallor hammook, with his
clothes rolled up for a pillow, and with-
out a nightshirt, HEvery morning he
had to help pass up buckets of water
and scrub the quarterdeck with a sage
broom. He could never get used to chew-
ing tobacco, se he chewsd rye bread.

We congratulate our friend, Rev.
James Atkins, DD, General Secretary
of Sunday-schools for the M. B, Church
South, on his election as a bishop. The
balloting, In his cose, was rather
peculiar, as he recelved the following

voles :
1st ballot Dr, Atkins haa 79
2nd " ! - %
8ra " " gl 76
4th " i - 49
b6th " e sl 3
6th " = o, 10
Tth . e 3
8th " “ 2

1 oth " " “
12th ¢ “ "
And was declared slected.

P
of the New York Board of Police, gave
his opinion of the rum traffic as fol-
lows : “The liquor business tends to
produce cr 11
at large, and
loon-k

y e
law-breaking among the

rs  thel ;
not only ;he body soclal, but the body
politic as well.”

The British naval lords are adopting a
stricter policy regarding the use of 1i-
quors by naval officers, and there is a
probability that before many years the
wine-glass will not be found on the table
of the ward-room mess. The Lords of
the Admiralty find that battleships are
poor investments when placed in the
hands of men unsteadied by drink.

The man who hangs about loafing
places, who spends his evenings away
from home, and his nickels and dimes
over the bar, has no right to complain
of ill-fortune. Even hard-headed men
of the world do not seek for trustworthy
men in drinking resorts. The world
has no sonnets for the loafer,
fortune makes friends of the man who
is trying to do his best.—United Pres-
byterian.

While spending a few hours in a
Michigan city recently we noticed this
sign on an iron trolley pole: “Don't
hitch here ; it is dangerous.” Curiously
enough, the pole stood in front of
a saloon. The sign surely served a
double purpose. It is just as dangerous
to hitch to a saloon as to an iron trolley
pole—and a good deal more so. Young
man, don’t hitch to the saloon; it's
dangerous !

Mr. John Makins, superintendent of
the Christian Endeavor's Seaman's
Home, Nagasaki, Japan, is hated almost
as much by the saloon-keepers of that
port as Elijah was by Jezebel, and John
by Herodias. He boards the transports
and men-of-war, and persuades the men
to come to the Home and drink soda-
water, instead of wasting their money
in the saloons and houses of ill-fame.
He tells the drunkard of the power of
Jesus to save from the appetite for
drink, and in many ways cuts down the
profits of the grog-shops.

He spoke for *
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Mr. Carnegie was the guest of honor
at a dinner in Philadelphia, and before
its close not a few of the guests noticed
that his winegl
ed. At last, just as the dinner was
about to end, one of the more inquisitive
persons present sald: “I your
pardon, Mr. Carnegie, but I notice you
have not touched your wine. I did not
know you were a total al
“No ?" Mr. Carnegle remarked, with a
smile. “Well, you know glasses are
used both over and under the nose. I
always use mine over.”

If moderate drinking
moderation, and that to
nence, it would not be dangerous.
The trouble is that it leads to more
drinking and intemperance. Fifty years
ago, in France, the people drank freely
of light wines, using little strong drink.
But the French people have learned
a sad lesson. The wines created a
thirst for intoxicants, and now strong
drink has a firm hold on the people.
Light wines are no longer satisfactory ;
distilled liquor and drunkenness are the
common thing. The average consump-
tion of alcohol is thirty-three pints a
year to each inhabitant, twice as much
as in any country in Europe, except
Switzerland ; eight times as much as in
Canada, It is a sad commentary on
moderate drinking, but a very suggestive
one.

led to more
total abeti-

Interesting Facts

The average inhabitant of Great
Britain writes each year 78.3 letters and
postal cards; the average citizen of the
United States, 67.6 ; and all other coun-
tries fall below these two.

One of the crop authorities estimates
tnis year's increase of wheat acreage in
tue Canadian North-West at 10 per cent.,
and predicts that the crop of 1906 will
be from 120,000,000 to 126,000,000
bushels.

The Railway and Locomotive En-
gineer remarks that, although the loss
of life caused by rallroad accidents in
United States {is deplorable, a
greater number of people lose their
lives every year by falling out of win-
dows.

An African king plays football, but
tha game is not a very lively one. His
men are afraid to be rough with their
king, and one servant follows him to
hold an umbrella over him, while an-
other keeps near with a chair so that
the king can take a rest when the ball
is far away.

In the diamond mines of South Africa
the precious stones are found imbedded
in mud, and the workmen have to be
watched closely to keep them from secret-
ing them. They are compelled to leave
the mines at night naked, so that they
can conceal nothing about their clothes;
but even then these crafty men contrive
to hide diamonds in their mouths, be-
tween their toes, and sometimes they
swallow them. So, before a man is al-
Jowed to leave the mines, an inspector
examines his toes to see that no diamonds
are concealed in them.

It is a curlous fact that a century and
a half ago a letter travelled much faster
than ever it has done since. It was in
1758 that Lord March made a heavy
wager that he would cause a letter to
be conveyed one hundred miles within
an hour, His lordship engaged a score
of cricketers, all export throwers and
catchers, had the missive inclosed in a
pall, and, arranging his men at intervals
in a circle, got them to throw the ball
as swiftly as possible from one to an-
other. At the end of an hour it was
found that the letter had travelled al-
most one hundred and twenty miles.
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It is not shade alone that makes it
cooler under a tree in summer. The
coolness of the tree itself helps, for its
temperature is about forty-five degrees
Fahrenheit at all times, as that of the
human body is a fraction more than
ninety-eight degrees. So a clump of
trees cools the air as a plece of ice cools
the water in a pitcher. That is why
the Legislature has authorized the park
authorities of New York City to plant
trees in the tenement districts. If the
air can be made purer and cooler by
the trees, fewer children will die of heat
ailments,

Here are a few interesting items con-
cerning the inhabitants of the earth.
There are seventy-two races in the world,
who speak 3,004 different tongues, and
there are about 1,000 religions. Ac-
cording to the most careful computation
only one person in 100,000 attains the
age of 100 years, and six to seven In
one hundred, the age of 60. The total
population of the earth Is estimated at
about 1,500,000,000 souls, and the death-
rate averages 67 a minute. The number
of men and women is very nearly equal,
the average longevity of both sexes being
only thirty-eight years. About one-third
of the population dies before the age of
seventeen.

Pertinent Paragraphs

God never has any special message for
the man who “lays off” from his work
to wait for it.

The times (as Carlyle says) are bad ;
very well, you are there to make ‘hem
better.—John Burroughs

If honor be your clothing, the suit
will last a lifetime ; but if clothing be
your honor, it will soon be worn thread-
bare—~William Arnot.

Sacrifice alone, bare and unrelieved, is
ghastly, unnatural, and dead : but self-
sacrificed, {lluminated by love, is warmth
and life—F. W. Robertson.

1 believe that if you and I were more
to heed the whispers of our Father, we
should not have so many of His
thunders.—J. Harrington Evans,

‘We must dare to be happy, and dare
to confess it, regarding ourselves al-
ways as the depositaries, not as the
authors, of our own joy.—Amiel.

“ A soldier readily follows his general
who has worked his own way up from
the ranks. There is no service or trial
in which Christ has not preceded us.”

“One of the secrets of happiness is
the using of little pleasures. So Mmany
wait for the larger blessings, and, be-
cause they seldom or never come, miss
all the joy.”

1 more than doubt whether, until our
small services are sweet with divine af-
fection, our great ones, if such we are
capable of, will ever have the true Chris-
tian flavor about them.—George Macdon-
ald.

The smallest things become great
when God requires them of us; they
are small only in themselves ; they are
always great when they are done for
God, and when they serve to unite us
with Him eternally.—Fenelon,

Heaven will be not only a gaining, but
a regaining. We shall have not only
what we have dreamed of while on
earth, but what we have had and lost.
Heaven will be the eternal spring, when
all dear familiar flowers will bloom again
and forever.
“In the freshness of thy youth remem-
God who made thee. Do not give
tt].:r hlmd from whom thou hast roeefvod
all—for he is thy Creator—the mere re-
fuse of thy life; but offer to him the
brightest flowers and first and richest
fruits of thy years.”

Missionary

When the church s afire with mis-
slonary zeal, she will light the world to
Christ—The Wellspring.

The only reason why Christianity
does not possess the world is because
Christ does not possess the Chris-
tians.—Rev. J. C. White,

The modern issl ent
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they cut this tree down ?” he demanded
of the driver. *Cut it down ?" replied
the coachman in consternation at the
idea. “Cut it down ? Why, that tree
is a god, and were we to cut it down dis-
ease or famine would inevitably overtake
the village! No, we cannot cut down a
god.”  So there it stood in everybody's
way, and people brought presents to it
to keep It from getting angry.

Yy
in the church is raising up a generntion
of Methodists broader in mind,. of larger
personal grasp, on the greatness of the
Divine work.

When Stanley made his journey of 999
days across Africa, in 7,000 miles he did
not meet a Christian. Now there are
churches, schools, and over 100,000 na-
tive Christians,

There are over 1,000,000 students in
schools in heathen lands. Over eight
h medical mi fes, one thou-
sand hospitals and dispensaries, helping
annually 2,600,000 patients,

There are 138 Congregational churches,
each of which is supporting its own
foreign missionary under the American
Board, and the number is growing, It
is the coming method of missionary
operation.

It is stated that many Chinese have
gone forth as foreign missionaries,
their goal being South Africa, where
about 40,000 Chinese coolies are en-
gaged in the mines of the Transvaal,
A desire to reach these and to uplift
them from their degradation has
prompted their Christian countrymen
to take this step.

An epoch-making conference of mis-
sionaries, representing twenty  differ-
ent socleties at work in China, was re-
cently held at Pekin, the far-reaching
results of which it would be impossible
to estimate. The pu e of the meet-
ing was the promotion of Christian
unity and the formulation of plans for
complete co-operation in missionary work
and effort throughout the empire.

The action recently taken by Lothian
Road United Free Church, Edinburgh,
in reviving the opium question, is bear-
ing fruit. A special committee of the
House of Commons is taking charge of
the subject, and it is hoped that a day
may be got when the question can be
proverly discussed. It is an open se-
cret that Mr. Morley s in agreement
with those who seek to make redress
to China on this question.

Some one has said that he who is not
a missionary Christian will be a missing
Christian when the great day comes for
bestowing the rewards of service ; there-
fore, we should search ourselves care-
fully to find how we are fulfilling the
trust committed to us, and we should
acquaint ourselves with the important
parts of the Lord’s great vineyard.
Much has been done in the past, as the
records of missionary work prove, but
the fleld is yet white, and the Mace-
donian cry still comes for aid and help.

Bishop Oldham, speaking at the Kan-
sas City missionary convention, ascrib-
ed the missionary’s success in India to
the fact that the heathen has found
that Christianity brings prosperity.
“The craving for religion,” he said,
“exists in India and has existed there
for centuries. India does not need re
ligion ; it needs a Saviour. Buddha
taught brotherhood, but it was to be

ed on suffering. It was comrade-
ship In misery. The real brotherhood
of hope is the teaching that will prove
the salvation of India.”

A missionary was driving along a road
in India, when he came to a great tree
in the middle of the road. There was
scarcely room to pass by. “Why don't

\

The t made by John R. Mott
at the Student Volunteer Convention at
~ashville, in February last, that “It is
an utterly impossible propositon to save
the world in this generation without
strengthening the home work,” needs no
emphasizing, for we all agree as to its
truth. When we neglect the strengthen-
ing of the home work, giving our zeal
and energy In behalf of the foreign, it
Wit only be a question of time until
there will be no foreign work, as there
will be no base of supplies to draw
from. You see that, do you not ?

The Australasian Synod met last fall
at Brromango, in the New Hebrides. At
this place, the islanders, then heathen
cannibals, murdered the missionaries
John Williams and James Harris in 1836,
tue missionary Gordon and his wife In
1861, and Gordon's brother a few years
later. But at this Synod, the native who
opened the meeting with prayer, a useful
and tried elder in the Presbyterlam
Church of Erromango, was Usuo, son
of the heathen murderer of Wilifams.
Foreign missions do accomplish things,
no matter how angry their critics get
at the idea!

" Tidings from Japan” gives an ex-
tract from a Missionary speech by Hon.
W. J. Bryan,” from which we quote his
answer to the objector to foreign mis-
sions :  “But my understanding of re-
liglon is that it is not meant simply to
save men for heaven, but it is also in-
tended to teach them what this life
means. If this is true, then we have
an obligation to make Christ and his
Gospel known to every human being.
The Sermon on the Mount far surpasses
all the wisdom of the sages. Because
Christianity gives an assurance of life
that now is as well as that which s to
come, I am anxious to see this religion
brought to all mankind.”

Nearly onethird of the missionaries
of the American Board in India and
Ceylon are the children or grandchil-
dren of missionaries who were sent out
by the Board two or three generations
ago. In the three India missions, in-
cluding Ceylon, there are now ninety-
five American laborers, nineteen of
whom were children and grandchil-
dren—thirty in all—of missfonaries,
most of whom have ended thelr earthly
labors.  They have taken up the work
of their parents, it is sald, not because
it was easy or remunerative in a
worldly sense, but because they have
the same high ideals of Christian ser-
vice, which led their progenitors into
the missionary work.

“The Spanish-American War opened
the Philippines to aggressive missionary
work, and within a few months after the
declaration of peace Bishop Thoburn
was in Manila, where, in the Filipino
theatre, March 6th, 1899, he preached
the first sermon ever delivered in the
Philippines by a regularly accredited
representative of a Protestant mission-
ary soclety. More than a year passed,
however, before a regularly appeinted
missionary to the Philippines arrived.
Six years more have passed since then,
and the work is now organized into the
Philippine Mission Conference, with two
presiding elders’ districts, with several
hundred Filipinos in training for Chris-
tian work, and with a total membership
of 13,000. Surely this is a marvellous
fruitage.”—Rev. N. L. Rockey.
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Sunday School

Secrets of Success

At the Denver convention Mrs. Bryner
told of a young woman, who one Sunday
asked each member of her class of thirty
young men to write on a slip of paper
one reason why he came to Sunday-
school. These are some of the answers :

“You have faith in young men.”

“You are interested in us, and what

you will be at Sunday-

“We believe in your pra
“You welcome us to your
“You understand young men.
“We know you are a Christian.”
“You always come prepared.”
“You don’t think we are all bad.”
“You live as you teach.”

The Teacher’'s Creed

1 believe in boys and girls, the men and
women of a great to-morrow : That what-
soever a boy soweth the man shall reap.
1 believe in the curse of ignorance; in
the efficacy of schools, in the dignity of
teaching, and in the joy of serving
others, 1 believe in wisdom as revealed
in human lives as well as in the pages
of printed hook ; in lessons taught, not
so much by precept as by examplet in
ability to work with the hands as well
as to think with the head ; in everything
that makes life large and lovely. 1 be-
lieve in beauty in the school room, in
the home, in the daily life and in and out
of doors. I believe in laughter, in love,
in faith, in all ideals and distant hopes
that lure us on. I believe that every
hour of every day we receive a just re-
ward for all we are and all we do. I be-
lieve in the present and its opportunities,
in the future and its promises and in the
Divine joy of living.

Some Truths Tersely Told
to Teachers

This school does mot depend on you,
but somebody’s soul may,

The teacher who is late starts with an
obstacle hard to overcome.

The teacher who does not interest him-
seli about his pupils during the week will
not interest them on Sunday.

The teacher who begins the study of
the lesson after he gets into school will
not fool his pupils.

The teacher who uses his lesson help in
the class meed not complain when his
pupils read the answers.

The teacher who does not follow all
the services of the school leads his class
astray.

The teacher who follows all the ser-
vices of the school leads his class
straight.

The teacher who does mot come must

go.
The teacher who does not feel will never
be felt.

The Superintendent

Any superintendent who does not enter
into his Sunday-school work with as
much vim and push as he does his secular
business, is not an exponent of the nine-
teenth century of Sunday-school work.

There was a time when the stage-coach
elimbed slowly over the mountains, and
it was a popular mode of travel. There
was a time when the unwieldy flathoat
swam lazily down the big old Mississippi,
and hundreds _delight to take tﬁeh‘
journey upon .h:-r. But the‘old' stage,

cur an , lies
in the neglected corner, and will soon be
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athered as a relic of antiquity. The old

flathoat rots on the sand-bar. They have
given place to the mighty mountain-
pusher and the »alatial  steamer. Any

o still rides on a stage
or n flathoat deserves the sustaining
sympathy of his friends, We love to see
a superintendent with *‘ the roar of the
engine, the click of the telegraph, and the
ring of the telephone in every move-
ment,” a very embodiment of nineteenth
century progress, Brethren, if we believe
that the world is real, that sin is real,
that Christ and heaven are real, we must
give this work the most intense energy
of our souls.—J. R. Pepper.

superintendent w

Treatment of Bibles

A little item in a paper has greatly
interested us. It was a comparison be-
tween the treatment of the flag by the
army officials and the treatment of the
Bible by the Sunday-school—by the Bible
we mean the material, printed pages. The
army men when the flag is taken down
fold it carefully and with ceremony lay
it away for safe-keeping. Nowhere about
an army post will you find a flag being
treated with careless indifference, mnor
would & tattered and dirty flag be toler-
ated. Yet it is only a symbol ! But how
about the Bibles in your school?  Are
they thrown around here and there or
dropped to the seat or floor ? Are they
torn and soiled, suffering from lack of
care? To be sure the book, as a mere
mass of paper, is nothing, but is it not
as sacred for what it contains and the
ideas it stands for as the flag is sacred
for what it symbolizes ? Ought we not,
then, to be as careful how we treat the
Bibles used in our school as the army
men are as to the treatment of the flag
at an army post ?—Convention Teacher.

The Duty of Heeping Order

The duty of keeping order is one of the
frat and most serious tasks enjoined up-
on a superintendent. This work must not
Le delegated to the teacher; the teacher
is not a policeman, but a teacher, and
every organized force of the school is for
the teacher's aid! Teaching is the end
for which all others things are the
weans. But there must beattention be-
fcre there can be instruction. Mr. Henry
Aird says: “That it is not easy to pre-
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cali to order, while the second call, after
a brief interval, is the playing of a short
sirain. In no instance are the signals re-
peated; we act on the principle that once
ueking is enough, and invariably find it
80 or make it so. Scholars are not allow-
ed to leave the class without permissior
of the teacher, nor’to leave the schoot
without a pass from the Secretary. We
have found that scholars soon come to
have n wholesome regard for a superin-
tendent who knows how to wait in per-
feet calm with his eyes fixed upon them,
ard for all officers who enforce the rules
of the school without fear or favor.'—
Medern Methods in Sunday School Work.

The Suaday-School Library

Five years ago the Toronto Methodist
Conference appointed a committee to
prepare a catalogue of books suitable for
Sunday-school libraries. This committee

i of repr ives of
the Toronto Sunday-schools, and labored
for several years in examining books
with the purpose of obtaining a list of
volumes that would ke entirely free from
objection.

It was decided that no book, not well
known to the committee, should be placed
in the catalogue until it had been care-
fully read by one or more of the mem-
bers, and passed upon by the whole com-
mittee,

The questions asked concerning every
book were the following :

1. Is the book well written ?

2. Are there any objectionable words
or phrases in it?

8. l;s the general teaching of the book

4. 1s it more appropriate for the Jun-
jor, Intermediate, or Senior Departments ?

5. Do you consider the book suitable
for our Sunday-school libraries ?

6. Tell what the book is about in a
sentence.

A large number of books were exam-
ined in this careful way, invilving, of
course, much time and labor, but all the
members of the committee gave their ser-
vices gratuitously. Publishers of Sun-
day-school literature co-operated ‘to a
considerable extent, particularly the
Methodist Book Room.

It was found that many books had to
be thrown out, because of the profanity
which they contained. The wise parent
will not allow his boys and girls to
with swearers, and the effect is

terve order every t will ad-
wit, and some find it impossible; the lat-
{tor class had better resign. A uniformly
disorderly school proves the incompetence
of the Superintendent. ‘Order is heav-
en's first lJaw,’ and it ought to be the first
law of every Sunday School. Good werk
cannot be done in a disorderly school
No exercise should be begun until order is
obtamed. This is a rule that should be
inflexibly enforced.”

In the Olivet Memorial Sunday School,
New York, the following methods have
been successful in maintaining order
eynal to that of the best day schools:
Four doors only of those that admit to
the main floor and the gallery are nsed;
urhers guard these during the whole ses-
gion of the school. The ushers watch
for the lifting of the Superintendent’s
hand, which is the signal for the doors
to be opened; this signal is not given
during exercises of any kind. ‘When the
doors are open late scholars and teach-
rrs pass quicklr to their places; mean-
while the Superintendent and school wait
in perfect silence. The Rev. William
DPenman, DD, of this gchool, says: “As
1alking is apt to be overdone, the Super-
infendent’s eyes and hands very largely

{ake the place of his tongue, and in like:

manner the piano has supplanted the bell.
A few chorde sharply struck is the first

almost equally bad when this is done in
books. It seems a safe rule to adopt, that
the books placed on the shelves for the
use’ of our young people shall be free
from profane expressions.

Quite a number of works were dis-
carded because they referred in a some-
what favorable way to drinking, smok-
ing, dancing, etc, and others were ex-
cluded on account of their very pro-
nounced “American” flavor, some of
them being quite anti-British in their
sentiments. It was felt we cannot afford
to feed our young people with literary
food that would in any way tend to
weaken their feeling of loyalty to their
own country.

This catalogue is now ready, and will
be supplied free to all who write for it.
Send a post-card to the Methodist Book
Room, Toronto, and ask for the “ Revised
Catalogue.”

An Important I i

The Sunday-school as an institution is,
to my mind, the most important part of
the church. It is at the present moment
doing more, I believe, than any one
agency, apart from the home, to pre-
serve this republic in all forms of integ-
rity looking toward the future righteous-
ness of this nation. I say this without
qualification.—Charles M. Sheldon,
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From the Field,

sful Anniversary

The Epworth League of the Glencoe
Methodist Church held their anniversary
on Sunday, June 10th. The pastor, Rev.
W. J. Ford, preached excellent sermons
morning and evening. On Monday even-
ing the members of the League gave a
social tea in the basement of the church,
The church was prettily decorated in red
and white, The programme consisted of
addresses, music and refreshments.

Assiniboia Conference
League

A session of the Assinibola Conference
League was held at the Conference in
Brandon, and the following officers
elected for the coming two years :

President, Rev. H. A. Ireland.

1st Vice, Rev. I. McConnell, B A,

2nd Vice, Rev. J. A. Doyle, B.A.

3rd Vice, Rev. J. H. Toole, M.A,

4th Vice, J. T. Brown, B.A.

5th Vice, Mrs. (Rev.) G. H. Bennee.

Secretary, Rev, P, 1. Thacker.

Treasurer, Rev. J. T. Harrison, B.A.

Representative to General Board—Rev.
J. A. Doyle,

An Apple Social

The Epworth League at Almonte
recently held a unique social, in which
the Young People’'s Society of the Bap-
tist Church participated. A fine pro-
gramme of music and readings was
rendered. The intermission in the pro-
gramme was spent in a novel way. BEach
person was given a card, on which was
printed a letter of the alphabet. Bach
one was to move around and collect other
letters that would spell the name of some
species of apple. Groups were formed
and poems composed about the apple
represented, causing much merriment
among the many groups. Half an hour
was given, at the close of which a num-
ber of the poems were read to the audi-
ence. Dr. Ryckman was called on for his
poem, but as he had not one ready on
an apple, he recited an excellent Southern
poem instead. Refreshments were served
and a vote of thdnks was tendered the
leaguers from the Baptist Society for
the pleasant evening they had spent in
union.

The Victoria BEpworth League at
Clarksburg has raised $5.50 for the Jan-
anese Reference Library, $25 for the
Chentu Hospital, and $22 for Japanese
famine fund.

A Prosperous Western
League

Claresholm, situated on the Calgary and
Edmonton Railway branch, about thirty
miles north of Macleod, is a growing
town of promise. It is quite modern,
possessing an elevator, flour mill, electric
light plant, three churches, a fine school-
house, besides bank, general stores. etc.

About four months ago a chapter of
the Epworth League was organized, which
has now 32 members, 24 of these being
active,

The Christian Endeavor Department
holds its meetings after every Sabbath
evening service. The meetings are
always short, bright and interesting.
Sometimes leaderless meetings are held,
when all take part. Appropriate solos
are often rendered, and occasionally the
orchestra aids in the musical part of the
programme.

The Missionary Committee has suc-
ceeded in obtaining a large subscription
for Foreign Missions, the Forward Move-
ment being emphasized.

A “weighing " social was held some
time ago, and was a decided success,

part of the entertainment being an in-
teresting debate. When ithe district
meeting was held in Claresholm, June
5th, the Social Department gave the min-
isters a reception.

Our league has made such rapid pro-
gress that we believe it will be one of
the best in Alberta.  Cor. Secretary.

A " General Increase ™

The new president of the League at
Moncton, N.B., Mr. R. W. Guess, writes
hopefully as follows :

“God has wonderfully blessed us dur-
ing the past four months with a general
increase of interest taken in the League.
During the past four months twenty-
three new members have been added to
the roll, making a total of seventy-six
on May 20. Five of the associate mem-
bers have taken the ‘active' pledge.
On June 5 seven more new members
were added, three as ‘active’ and two
as ‘associate’ Thus the total increase
of members in the past five months is
twenty-eight. Two of the Leaguers have
joined the church.

“The second vice-president reports
having raised $62.23 for the Forward
Movement in connection with Mr. Hen-
nigar, missionary to Japan.”

Epworth League Anniver-

sary

The Tehkummah (Manitoulin Island)
Epworth League held its anniversary ser-
vices on Sunday, May 27th, morning and
afternoon. The church was prettily de-
corated with arches of foliage and cherry
blossoms, house plants and cut flowers in
abundance, The choir place was draped
with the League colors, red and white.
Rev. Mr. Morton had charge of both ser-
vices, and took for his morning subject
one of the League mo!lu«-s which were
placed on the walls, *‘ Look up. Lift
up.” In the afternoon Personal Salva-
tion was the subject,

A social evening was given a few eve-
nings later, at which a very enjoyable
time was spent. The main feature of the
evening's programme was an address by
Miss Sproule, W.C.'T.U. missionary, on
her work among lumber and mining
camps. Collections  were taken at all
three, and amounted to about $11.

Manitoba Conference
League

The Epworth League workers of the
Manitoba Conference met in Neepawa,
Man., on Saturday, June 9, and elected
the following officers for the Conference
League :

Hon. President, Rev. J. H. Morgan,
B.A., Winnipeg.

President, Rev. A, W. Kenner, BA.,
Cartwright, Man.

1st Vice, Rev. A. E. Smith, Portage la
Prairie, Man.

2nd Vice, Mr. W. Stewart, Winnipeg,

an.
3rd Vice, Mr. H. Kenny, Bowsman,
an.

4th Vice, Miss A. Argue, Winnipeg,

1,

Sth Vice, Miss Grace Greenway, Jel-
kirk, Man.

Secretary-Treasurer, Rev. B. W. Alli-
son, Newdale, Man.

Representative to the General Board,
Rev. B. W. Allison, Newdale, Man,

It was decided that a representative
of the Executive should visit each dis-
triet convention during the year, and also
to hold a convention during the year.

On Monday evening, June, 18, at a
missionary meeting, addressed by Dr.
Stephienson, the members of the Elm
S reet League, Toronto, pledged $412.44
to wissions for the coming year. Last
year they gave about $150.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA 217

Just a Line or Two

A new Epworth League has been or-
ganized ut Carmel, on the Ravenna Cir-
cuit of Coliingwood Distriet.

For the year just closed the Meaford
League bLue largely increased its mem-
bership, almost doubled last year's sub-
seription tc the Forward Movement for
Missions, and more than doubled its total
society coutributions,

The BEpworth Leaguers of Meaford
recently visited Thornbury League, and
kad a delightful time. The auditorium
of the Thornbury Church was filled to
the dours with earnest, intelligent and
appreciarive young people.

Book Shelf

All books mentioned here can be procured from the
Methodist Book and Publishing House, Toronto.

Iy Fit. A Young Man's Equipment. By
Riack nnon. M.A. Published' b phant,
v, Edinburgh and Lo don,  brice

Anderson, a
5 cents,

The author of this beok belleves that
it is just as important for a young man
to be spiritually in condition as it is to
be “physically it The volume is full
of good suggestions and Inspiring thoughts
for young people.
The Church hrist

and y. . Rev,

by William Briggs, Tor nto,

This little volume aims at giving a true
view of the character and purpose of the
Church of Christ. The author discusses
“The Church Militant,” * The Chief End
of the Church,” “The Church and the
Masses,” * The Church and Secret Socle-
ties,” “ Unity and Diversity,” * Organic
Union,” ete, One valuable chapter is de-
voted to a brief historical sketch of the
three denominations in Canada which are
contemplating organie union,

By e
tawa.

racter, Purpose.
n, B.D, Published

i, J, Low, D.D.,
ublished by Wil

ing
liwm Brigg=,

Sketches on various subjects which ap-
peared in the * Week " of Toronto, main-
ly suggested by the occurrences of the
time, and written frown the Anglican point
of view., In the chapter on * The His-
toric BEpiscopate,” the author makes it
clear that the Church of England does
not propose to give up its adherence to
“ Apostolic succession,” in any negotia-
tions that may take place for organic
union.  The book is written in racy and
interesting style.

lrw. rih League Methods, 1y Dan, B Brommitt,
ul.lmml hy Jennings and Grahaw, Chicago. Price

Brummitt, for some years, has been
ant editor of The Epworth Herald,
and has had exceptional opportunities for
gathering material relating to Epworth
League work. He has now published the
most complete compendium  of ague
plans and methods that has ever been
prepared, It deals with the various de-
partments of the work of the Epworth
League in the M. E. Church, but very
much of the contents are applicable to our
own work. The book is a valuable one,
The matter on our “ Practical Plans"
page this month has been selected from
these pages.

Wesley And His Cen
forces. By Rev, W, I, Fite
the Methodist Church of A ‘und author of
**How England Saved Published by William
Briggs, Toronto. Price #1560, by mail §1.0/
The reviews of Dr. Fitchett's Life of

Wesley have given it, what seems to be,

almost extra gant praise, but really the

book is wortl, of all the good things that
have been sald of it. So many biographies
of Wesley have already been written that
there did not appear to Le room for an-

other.  Dr. Fitchett's is, however, in a

class by itself. It is not merely a record

of events and incidents, but a strong and

suggestive character sketch, written in a

wonderfully interesting style. It should

have a large sale.

7. A sy in wirituad
t, | President of
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Devotional Service

(The Missionary Text-Book for this year is ** Metho.lism
in Ciuads," by Rev. A. Sutherland, D1, The mission
o8 correspond with the chapters of Uhis
can be secured from Dr, ¥. C, Stepher
Buildings, Toronto. Price, postpaid, in cloth,
in paper covers, 85 conts.)

ok,

JULY 15.—“HOW CAN I BE A TRUE
FRIEND.”
Prov. 17, 17, 18, 24, 27. 9,17, 18 Eecl, 4, 9, 10,

DAILY READINGS.

Mon,, July 9.—A Working Basls for
Friendship. 1 Cor. 13,

Tues., July 10.—The Master's Exposition
of Friendliness. Luke 10, 256-37,

Wed., July 11.—Friendship Under Test,

1 Sam. 20.
Thurs,, July 12.—The Memory of Friends.
2 Sam. 9.

Fri, July 13.—Evangelism Among
Friends. John 1. 40-46,

Sat, July 14—The Word of a Peerless
Friend. John 15, 1217,

“There's not a Friend like the lowly
Jesus.”

“1've found a Friend in Jesus.”

‘“ Jesus, my Saviour, Brother, Friend,”

“What a Friend we have in Jesus,"

These, and other hymns, which will sug
gest themselves, and may form a fitting
part of the programme when our tople
is considered, are at once the evidence
of the heart-hunger of humanity for
frindship, and, at the same time, they tell
us where this longing for kindly and
helpful fellowship has been fully met,
Jesus, full of compassion! Jesus, who
changes not! Jesus, who knows all
about our troubles !

Because of the supremacy of Jesus in
the field of friendship—no tale of endur
ing and helpful love being equal to that
of the upper chamber at Jerusalem with
its seal of the Cross—we shall learn
best, “ How to be a true friend " at the
feet of the Master, whatever may be the
aphoristic wisdom upon the subject found
in the proverbs of Solomon or elsewhers,
‘' Nearness to Christ,” some one has sald,
“is the best cementer of Christian friend-
ship,” and while it would be altogether
unwise to deny value to any other kind,
yet, as that is the highest and the stand
ard to which, as Leaguers, we hope to
come, let us learn, here, at the feet of
Jesus, “to serve and give, and, rejoicing,
self-deny.” For such is, undoubtedly, the
principle of the friendship of Jesus, and,
as the spokes of the wheel come nearer to
each other as they approach the hub, so
the nearer one attains to the secret of
Jesus, as a Friend, the more effective
shall be his life in its output of friendll-
ness, and the closer knit will be the bonds
of his attachment to those of 1ike preclous
service.

Our topic texts, upon which, elsewhers,
some sidelights are thrown, are rich in
suggestion as to the characteristics of
true friendship. Taken in the order In
which they come, without reference to
their relative merits, these characteristics
might be named as follows: Prov, 17, 17,
Steadfastness, unfailingness. Prov, 18,
24. Approachableness ; larg all but
endless resources of sympathy and heln,
The friendship of Jesus is without suei
qua His are exhaust
less. He never fails. He “sticketh closer
than a brother " can, even if he will, The
last words of President Edwards when
he came to die, and after he had bidden
farewell to his relatives, were: “Now,
where 18 Jesus of Nazareth, my true and
neverfailing Friend ? When he had
sald this he fell asleep.

Prov. 27. 9. Genulneness, unfaltering,
unflinching sincerity. Prov. 27. s
Q br A
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kood friend will wear off many angulari-

tios In thought and conduct. He is, un-

consclously, a sculptor. Prov. 27. 19. An

intuitive perception of the thing needed.

Quick reading of the heart of another

by & thorough un'darlundlnl'o( your own
I of of
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Morris for Hetty Sorrel is also a charm-

ing illustration. T. G. Selby says: “In

Dinah Morris, the holy, believing, com-

passionate spirit of early Methodism has

been more perfectly presented to the

world than in the pages of our best
w1

i [
ind character,

el 4. 9,10, A study in moral mathe-
matles, where twice one is more than two.
One could scarcely say he had earnestly
#ought to know “how to be a true
friend " without giving close attention to
the Master's parable of “The Good Sa-
maritan,” or prayerfully studying the
heartsenrching qualities of such a char-
wcter ns described in  Paul's peerless
delineation in 1 Cor. 13. What are the
outlines, the graces, “the ingredients,” as
Drummond calls them, “in the Spectrum
of Love," without which friendship fails ?
He names them, it will be remembered,
us each several ray is caught by the
"mowtle's keenly accurate and sympathetic

wetroscope, as follows: Patience, King-
ness, Generosity, Humility, Courtesy, Un-
wolfishness, Good Temper, Guilelessness,
Bineerity, If our hearts can combine
wuch helpful qualities as these in the
white light of love there has also been
whown In that full ray the power of
(he truest friendship. Aristotle says:
" ¥riendship consists much rather in lov-
ing than In belng loved.” Robert South
wiys: “Love is the greatest of human
uifections and friendship is the noblest
uhid most refined improvement of love—a
quality of the largest compass.” J. R.
Miller, in the preface to a tender and
suggontive little book on the “ Personal
Friondship of Jesus” says: * Nothing
revenls u man's better than his
friondships, The kind of friend he is tells
the kind of man he is" Jesus says:
Yo are my friends, If ye do whatsoever
| command you" “This is my com-
mandment, that ye love one another as 1
huve loved you!" Some one, unknown to
the writer, says: “The gieatest thing
W man can do for his Heavenly Father
Is 10 be kind to some of His other chil-
dren These brief, but pertinent quota-
(1ons ingist upon this much, at least, that
to be n true friend the heart must be
filled with Christiike love. The strain
(hat I8 required to exalt friendship to a
covenunt 18 too great for man’s natural
henrt whatever leverage of advantage
unyone may have by reason of any
superior native qualities, such, for exam-
ule, that 1t may be said, “it is natural
for him to be kind, or generous, or help-
ful”; “it comes easy”; or, “he lIs
bullt that way.” The disciples were not
equal 1o the case, devoted and loyal as
they were to the person of Jesus, and
uncompromising as their vows of friend-
ship to him, until their hearts had a
Pontocost—untll they were Spirit-filled.
“What,” says the agonizing Messiah in
the cry of his soul for human friendship,
“'What, could ye not watch with me one
hour 7"  And, again, “they all forsook
him, and fled. But, after the promise of
the Father came upon them, and they
wore all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
#pike the word of God with boldness, and
were of one heart and one soul, John
could speak decigively in their behalf,
naserting broadly: “We love "—that is
our power and our practice—" We love—
beonise he first loved up.” 1 Tohn 4. 1v.
(Rev, Ver.)

TOPIC TEXTACOMMENTS AND

TIONS.

Prov. 17, 17—The beautiful story of
the constancy of the friendship between
Duvid and Jonathan as recorded in 1 Sam,
In nmple illustration of the fact that a
friend loveth at all times. “He only is
u friend whose friendship lives as long
us himself, and who ceases to love and
to breathe at the same instant.” George
Fliot's story of the friendship of Dinah

TLLUSTRA-

how
much of that spirit have we retained ?
Have we surpassed it in sweetness or
power ?

Prov. 18, 24.—Joseph Parker, speaking
of the tempting of friendship, utters these
caustic words, which will reveal, by con-
trast, what our text ineans. “ There are
persons who are always tempting our
friendship. They do not broadly and
lovingly trust it ; they do not meet half-
way in joyful and hopeful co-operation,
but they continually set traps by which
they may catch us if they can. Have you
had with such
persons and their detestable habits 7 If
they are in company, walking with you,
they fall a little way behind, just to see
if you will look after them. They are
aways testing you, tempting you, glving
you opportunities of showing how much
you care for them. They stay away from
church just to see whether the minister
will miss them. Nice people to have to
deal with!"

Prov. 27. 9.—" It is one of the severest
tests of friendship to tell your friend of
his faults. If you are angry with a man
or hate him, it is not hard to go to him
and stab him with words, but so to love
a man that you cannot bear to see the
stain of sin upon him, and to speak pain-
ful truth through loving words—that is
friendship. But few have such friends.
Our enemies usually teach us what we
are at the point of the sword.”'—Beecher.

Prov. 27. 17. In Goethe’s anna!smth:l::

words are found with reference
friendship formed between himself and
Schiller : ** Schiller’s power of attraction

was at, he held fast all who ap-
pronclg:l! him. I took part in'his plans,
and promised to forward him, for his
“Horen,’ a great deal that was lying
hidden by me. His spouse, whom from
childhood 1 was wont to love and appre-
ciate, contributed her part towa a
lasting_relationship. Our common friends
were all glad, and so, by means of a dis-
pute between object and unb]ect,. .th:
most fundamental of all disputes
we sealed an alliance, which has lasted
without interruption, and been, both for
ourselves and others, the instrument of
uch good.”

mNon‘z “For me, in particular,” Goethe
adds, it was a new spring, in which
everything secreted in my nature burst
into joyous life, in happy lollowlhip‘l all
seeds opening, and tender %.“"’,f'“ shoot~
ing up with increased vitality.

Prov. 27. 19. Besides the meaning that
we may discover or judge others by our-
selves and befriend them accordingly, this
also, which J. R. Miller writes, may
throw light on this text: Friendship

i 1l human friendship trans-
forms. We become like those with whom
we live in close, intimate relations. Life
flows into life, heart and heart are knit
together, spirits blend, and the two

become one.”

Fecles. 4. 9, 10, “No worse fate can
befall a man in this world than to live
and grow old alone, unloviug and un-
loved. To be lost is to live in an unre-
generate condition, loveless and unloved ;
and to be saved is to love ; and he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth already in God.
For God is love.”—Drummond.

SUGGESTIVE AND HELFFUL.
“Make Christ your constant com-
panion.”’
“Make Christ your constant com-

rest,
Ambrosius, loved him much beyond the
rest,
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And honor'd him, and wrought into his
eart
A way by love that waken'd love
within,
To answer that which came.”
~The Holy Grail—Tennyson.

Friendship is a strong and habitual in-
clination in two persons to promote the
xood and  happiness of each other.—

ddison.

ikt ;‘God never made

irit for spirit, answerin,

» shade, .

And placed them side by side—

8o wrought in one, though separate,
mystified,

And meant to break

The quivering threads between.”

~Selected,

shade for

“ Sudden intimacies are always shallow.
Wells quickly dug are quickly dry.”—
Beecher.

“In any case affection in friendship
should not be a passion ; for passion is
blind in its choice, and evaporates with
time.”—Kant.

““ Friendship is a spiritual thing. It is
independent of Matter or Space or Time.”
~Drummond.

““Not mine the swectness or the skill,
But mine the love that will not tire,
And, born of love, the vague desire
That spurs an imitative will.”
—In Memoriam—Tennyson.

* The love that shall prove itself equal
to the occasion must possess very un-
common attributes, It must be stronger
than fear and ‘the instinct of self-preser-
vation which so often harden the heart.
It must be superior to the prejudice
which chills pity by the thought that the

imant is one of another race and re-
Hqim.}. It must be generous and uncal-
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JULY 22.—“CHRIST’S LIFE, VI HOW
CHRIST PRAYED, AND HOW
WE SHOULD PRAY.”

Matt. 14, 25

20 56-44.

Daiy Reapives,

Mon., July 16.—The Master's Mountain
Instruction on Prayer, Matt, 6,
5-15.

Tues., Jl;ly 17.~The Penitent's Prayer.
8, .

Wed., July 18.—Pleading the Promise,
Neh.

Nel
Thurs., —Persevering  in Prayer.

Efficacy of Prayer.

0.
Our Lord’s Prayer of In-
John 17.

Sat., July 21.
tercession.

Our topic brings us face to face with
this fact of first importance to every fol-
lower of Jesus Christ, namely, that He
had stated times and selected places for
prayer, and that under these circum-
stances of definite preparation He held
direct, earnest and protracted com-
munion with His Father, God,

The life of Christ cannot be read with-
out perceiving that a large place in it
was given to prayer. How much in that
life was dependent upon prayer, what
strength and sublimity and transcendent
success flow from that high commerce of
Jesus with the Father it is impossible to
estimate. The mere consideration of it
lifts us into the glorious heights of spiri-
tual mysteries amid the things which the
eyes see not and the ears hear not, and
which have not entered into the heart of
man,

But we can be assured that our Lord
in *“ being perfected,” followed the course
of Divine privilege and necessity ; the

g ging no i of time,
aing, or money, which may be necessary
for the effectual succor of distress. In a
word, it must be a love like that of God
—sgelf-sacrificing, ready to die for its ob-
ject, even though that object should be
an enemy ; a love in which is revealed
the maximum of gracious possibility, and

which finds its secret reward the
blessedness of its own deed.”—A. B.
Bruce.

“Nine tithes of times
Face-flatterer and backbiter are the same,”
~Tennyson,

“Do you think he ne’er reproved me ?
What a false friend He would be,
If He never, never told me
Of the faults that He must see !”
—Ellen Lakshine Goreh.

“Friend of my many years !
When the great silence falls, at last, on

me,
Let me not leave to pain and sadden thee
A memory of tears.

“ But pleasant thoughts alone
Of one who was thy friendship’s honor'd

guest
And drank the wine of consolation pressed
From sorrows of thy own.

“I leave with thee a sense
Of hands upheld and trials rendered less—
The unselfish joy which is to helpfulness
Its own great recompence ;

““The knowledge that from thine,
As from ,the garments of the Master,

stole
Calmness and strength, the virtue which
makes whole
And heals without a sign ;

““Yea, more, the assurance strong
That love, which fails of perfect utter-

ance here,
Lives to fill the heavenly atmosphere
With its immortal song.”
—A Legacy, by John G. Whittier,

of His humiliation and the priv-
ilege of His sonship. And here we may
discover the basis of our fellowship in
prayer with Jesus Christ. Have we not
need of J)rnyeﬂ Thank God, the privi-
lege is offered and urged and commanded,

ecause of the times and places where
Jesus prayed, what wonderful chapters
we have in the story of His life ! Prayer,
in the night, continuing all night ; prayer
in the morning, a great while before day ;
prayer in the garden; prayer, alone in
the mountain ; prayer, privu(a and publie,
had part in our Lord’s baptism of the
Holy Ghost with power, the choice of
His disciples, their special instruction for
Apostleship, the sermon on the mount,
the transfiguration, the model prayer,
the promise of the Comforter, many mir-
acles and Calvary,

The selection of passages confirming the
above will be a profitable exercise.

Our topic texts introduce us to scenes
of peculiar sacredness. It becomes us to
let the foot fall lightly and to hush our
voices at the sight of anyone praying,
anywhere. How much the more shall we
command ourselves to a great quiet, and
to the reverential silence of a great awe
when we draw aside the curtain of the
mountain retreat and sce Jesus tnlkinq
with God “ when the evening was come,’
and “ He was there alone !”” What words
that mortal man can utter can fitly
describe the sensations of the devout
when his soul is filled with the fulness of
the vision of his suffering Saviour when,
at the midnight, in the shadows of Geth-
semane he sees Him kneeling, nay prone
upon His face, shaken by His exceeding
sorrow into preternatural agony, ‘ great
drops of blood falling down upon the
ground,” and hears Him, in the intensit;
of a thrice-repeated struggle, upon whicl
the salvation of the world is depending,
ery, “ 0 my Father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass away from met neverthe-
less, not as I will, but as Thou wilt ?"*

Are we prepared to ask now ‘‘ how
Christ prayed ?”’ Lo, we see it, but can
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we ever understand ? Rather let us be
still ; or simply, llike the disciples, under.
say,

088
“ Lord, teach us how to pray.”

How we should pray.

1. At stated seasons. ' Three times a
day.” Daniel (ch. 6. 10). ‘‘ Morning, noon
and night.” David (Ps. 55, 17) are good
examples. What does the Master expeoct
is your practice in this regard when He
says, “ And when thou prayest enter into
thy closet P
At selected places, ““ Enter into thy
closet.” A place where you may be
alone. Jesus chose the lonely spot on
the hill side or the shady retreat of the
garden, Peter had his vision on the
housetop. A dear old nonogenarian whom
the writer knew pointed to a spot se
cluded by willows as having heen his
sacred oratory through the long years of
his vigorous manhmn’i

3. If earnestness and perseverance : if
directness and submissiveness and fnith
are in evidence in the prayers which Jesus
uttered, surely nothing less should mark
our approach unto God. ‘‘He that
cometh to God must believe that He is,
and that He is the rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him.”—Heb. 11. 6.

. When ye pray, forgive. What is the
attitude of our heart towards others when

ye pray ? This is vital. Matt. 6. 14, 15.
QUESTIONS,
1. Was Christ's Gethsemane prayer

answered ?

2. If so, in what way was the answer
made manifest ? Did it remove the cup ?

3. Is to have the character strength-
ened of greater importance and value
than to have the foreboding or active
trouble taken away ?

4. Wherein is sn{miuion to God's will
the triumph of prayer ?

5. How would you show that * to bring
the will human into harmony with
will Divine ” is not a complete fulfilment
of the purpose of prayer? Give texts,

6. Dare one trust that he shall so attain
to the spirit of prayer that he shall be
“ instant in prayer ” and shall * pray
without ceasing "' without first forming
the habit of prayer at set times and in
selected places ?

SOME DEFINITIONK OF PRAYER,

“ Prayer is the expression of man's de-
pendence upon God for all things.”—W.
B. Pope.

“ Prayer is the compound harmony of
repentance, faith, contrition, desire and
other graces ; each ‘beaten small,’ pro-
ceeding from the ' broken heart,’ offered
daily, and inspired by the Spirit, con-
fined to such things as are according to
the will and for the glory of God."—G.
8. Bowes,

True prayer is an approach of the
soul by t[w Spirit of God to the throne
of God. It is not the utterance of words,

it is not alone the feeling of desires, but
it is the advance of the desires to God,
the spiritual :s\pmnch of our nature to-
wards the Lord our God. It is spiritual
commerce with the Creator of heaven and
earth, * * * It is a spiritual business
from beginning to end ; and its aim and
object end not with man, but reach to
God Himseli.”—Spurgeon,

HOW SOME MEN HAVE PRAVED,

“ Asbury was a literalist in following
the Scriptural command, ‘ Be instant |
prayer.” He usually prayed with families
at the close of each meal, at taverns or
elsewhere. In every pastoral visit he
offered prayer. For years his custom was
to pray for each preacher by name
daily. On his rides he prayed ten min-
utes of every hour.””—Hurst.

“J. Hudson Taylor, founder of the
China Inland Mission, was so pressed by
important demands upon his time, from
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early morning until late at night, that
he found himseli being deprived of quiet
time for meditation and prayer without
being able, seemingly, to prevent it. Yet,
80 impressed was he with the absolute
necessity for such a season daily that he
arose ahout three in the morning, retir-
ing again after an hour's study, and
sleeping until the usual time for rising.
e succeeded in establishing the
habit so well that he could waken for
the hour’'s quiet commumion, and sleep
again at its close.”
The foregoing is from a helpful hooklet
on “ Keeping Tryst,” by 8. D. Gordon,
“Mr. Rowland Hill,” says Spurgeon,
* was a remarkable man for the depth of
his plety, but when 1 asked at Wotton-
under-Edge for his study, though I rather
pressed the question, T did not obtain a
satisfactory reply. At length the good
minister said, ‘The fact is, we never
found any. Mr. Hill used to study in

¥,

the garden, in the parlor, in the bed-
room, in the streets, in the woods, any-
where” ‘But where did he retire for

prayer ’ They said they supposed it
was in his chamber, but that he was al-
ways praying. It secemed as if his whole
life, though he spent it in the midst of
his fellow-men doing good, was passed in
perpetual prayer.”

David Gregg, in his stimulating book
on “ Individual Prayer as a Working
Foree,” related the following : “ Among
the private papers of Sir Thos. Browne,
the noted British physician, the following
was found: ‘1 have resolved to pray
more and to pray always, to pray in all
laces where quietness ~ inviteth, in the
ouse, on the highway, and on the street;
and to know no street or passage in this
city that may not witness that I have
not forgotten God. I purpose to take
oceasion of praying upon the sight of any
church which T may pass, that God may
be worshipped there in the Spirit, and
that souls may be saved there; to pray
daily for my sick patients and for the
patients of other physicians ; at my en-
trance into any home to say, ‘“ May the
peace of God abide here ™ ; after hearing
a sermon to pray for a blessing upon
God's truth, and upon the ger |
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“There are two parts to prayer—lis-
tening and speaking. Listening first.
Then speaking. Keep first things first.
So much prayer is one-sided. God has
such difficulty to get men to listen to
Him. What He says to us will make such
a difference in what we will say to Him.
Give God a chance to be heard. Say
earnestly, ‘I will hear what God the Lord
will speak.” ”"—S. D. Gordon.

““More things are wrought by prayer
Than this world dreams of. Wherefore let

thy voice

Rise like a fountain, flowing night and
day ;

For what are men better than sheep or
goats,

That nourish a blind life within the
train,

If, knowing God, they lift not hands of

prayer,

Both for themselves and those who call
them friend ?

For o the whole round world is every

chains about the feet of

way
Bound by gold
God.” ~—Tennyson.

Hymns from which to choose in the
Canadian Hymnal, ) 201, 439, 202,
217, 389, 3, 204, ), 224, 203.

JULY 29 - “MISSIONARY MEETING.”

Chapter VII,—“ The Methodist Church in
Canada and Newfoundland.”

Subject—" How Methodism Contended for
Civil and Religious Liberty.”

SUGGESTED PROGRAMME.

Hymn 11,

Prayer—That the combined influence of
the religious life, educational advant-
ages and civil liberty of our great
Dominion may be appreciated and
guarded by every Canadian; that we
may help the strangers who are com-
ing to us; that Canada may be at-
tractive not only for her great na-
tional resources, but also for her high

standard of Christian citizenship.

upon the sight of a beautiful person to
bless God for His creatures, to pray for
the beauty of such a one’s soul, that
God may enrich her with inward graces,
that the outward and the inward may
correspond ; upon the sight of deformed
persons to pray God to give them whole-
ness of soul, and by and by to give
them the beauty of the resurrection.’

QUOTATIONS,

“Men should not stand up to pray,
except with reverentinl head. The pious
of ancient days used to pause one hour
before they began to pray, that they
might direct their hearts to God. Though
the King salute, one must not respond ;
and though a serpent wind itsell round

i
his heel, one must not pause.”—Talmud.

| Prayer, for the faithiul, is as a celes-

tial ascension ; open thine eyes to this
divine rapture. Consider not prayer as
an irksome task; it is an honor which
God deigns to grant us. Tt is the sup-
port of religion ; and the corner-stone of
the house of faith.”~Nabi Efendi.

“Your prayer will kill your sin, or
your sin will kill your prayer. There is,
therefore, no surer or clearer test of how
a man is dealing with the crucial matter
of sin in Jife than which, in especially his
secret  life, is  the survivor—sin or
prayer,”’—Com.

“ My spirit does God's majesty adore,
And without wings shall to His presence
soar,
There to hehold His glory evermore,
At dawn, at noonday and at naght.”
—Moses Ihn Ezra.

Reading of the Scriy —1 Cor, xiii,

Address—“ The British Government and
the Early Days in Canada.” (1) Re-
presentative and Responsible Govern-
ment. (2) The Treaty of Paris (1763).
(3) The Quebec Act (1774), The Con-
stitutional Act (1791).

Review—“ The Struggle for Religious and
Civil Liberty,” (from 10 to 20 should
take part in this). The real founda-
tion of the struggle. Two great lead-
ers—Bishop Strachan and Egerton
Ryerson. The voice of the people. The
appeal to the King, The Christian
Guardian—a mighty weapon. What
Canadians owe to Methodism. Some
of the results of the victory.

Hymn—* God Save the King.”

Benediction.

IN PREPARING FOR THE MEETING,

Be wide awake, we are studying Can-
ada.

Secure a map of the Dominion. One
will be loaned for postage, 25c. each
way, or given free (postage 25¢.) to any-
one who will form a study class for the
study of Canada.

Decorate your League room with Do-
minion flags and maple leaves.

Form a chorus for a couple of patriotic

songs.

Don’t forget to pray for its success.

Ask everyone whom you invite to at-
tend the meeting to bring a fact ab-ut
Canada referring  to the period being
studied. Use these facts in response to
the roll call.

Read in ‘‘ Makers of Methodism ** sketch
of life of Ryerson, p. 277,

Hunt up a Cu\at{i’m History, and read
t.

i
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Do not fail to read Chapter VIL. of the
text book. .
Don’t forget we are studying roots in
order to better understand and cultivate
the fruits which we now enjoy.
srmine that this Dominion Day-
month meeting will be the best you can
make it—then work to make it the best.
Ask the old people you know to tell
you about the early days. They will ap-
preciate your call. "
If there is a man in your community

‘who remembers Egerton Ryerson and his

work, ask him to take part in the meet-

ing.

%h" old people in your neighborhood
would enjoy attending this meeting. Can
you arrange to have them there ?

Remember the young people who are
now in our Leagues must guide our des-
tiny in the years to come.

In 1826 there appeared in the “ Co-
lonial Advoeate " over the signature of a
““ Methodist Preacher,” a ““ Record of the
sermon published b; Archd
Strachan.” This sermon, published on the
death of the Bishop of Quebec, was in
reality an appeal to the British Govern-
ment on behali of the Church of Eng-
land in the Canadas. The misrepresenta-
tion of the Methodist ministers and their
work, us well as the attitude toward the
civil and religious institutions of Great
Britain contained in the letter aroused
feelings of strong indignation, and Eger-
ton Ryerson was appointed to reply to
the * Sermon prenv{wd and published
by Archdeacon Strachan.

When the review was published it was
recognized a leader had been discovered.
The fight for religious liberty was be-
gun and the battle was long and keen.

The great questions at issue were, lst,
the inherent right of the Church of Eng-
land to be an established church in every

art of the British Empire, and therefore
in Upper Canada ; and this carried with
it the right of that Church to the ex-
clusive control of the clergy reserves. 2nd.

he admission of this inherent right
would extinguish the claim of the Non-
conformist bodies to the status of a
church. Therefore these hodies were fight-
ing for their very life. 3rd. The absolute
control of education througnout the Do-
minion,

The struggle lasted about 25 years ; the
educational, political and religious inter-
ests of the whole Dominion were involved
and the whole population engaged. The
outcome meant for Canada an educa-
tional system under Government control,
the abolition of state-churchism, and es-
tablishing for the future of Canada civil
and religious liberty.

AUG. 5—*DUTY, PRIVILEGE AND
EXCUSES.”
Luke 14, 1524

Hove Reapines,

Mon., July 30.—An “‘ ought ye.” 2 Pet.

25-29

31.—The duty of obedience.
5-20,
—A privileged class. Matt.

Thur., Aug. 2~ The last shall be first.”
Matt. 19, 27-30.

weak excuse, Matt. 8.

Sat., Aug: 4.—Paying one's vows. Ps.
116. 12-19.

SOME BIBLE HINTS,

Men who will agree in nothing else will
a, in making excuses to avoid doing
their duty (v. 18).

Possessions and the care of them keep
many from . Their possessions pos-
sess them (v, 18).

Worldly business keeps many from the
Father’s business ; it will prove to be a
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bad bumwu Vefore they are through with
it (v. 1

Pleasure and social joys keep many from
the highest joy, that sweetens and en-
richeg all pleasures (v.

SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS,

Nothing is really done for Christ till it
is done with gladness.

When Christ asks us to do a duty, there
can be no excuse ; when He does not ask
us, we need no excuse.

If duty seems a harsh word, it is be-
cause you have not gone back of the
word,

How proud we should be if an earthly
ruler gave us the opportunity of ner\ing
hm; that the Ruler of the universe gives
us !

A FEW ILLUSTRATIONS,

“ Endeavor "' means ‘““ on duty.” We
are sentinels in the King's army.

We speak of excuses * that will not
hold water.”” The holes in the sieve were
eaten by the rust of worldliness.

A promise is not a chain hinding us to
our duty ; it is a tool helping us to do
our duty,

A volunteer and a conseript both take
the soldier’s oath, but with what a dif-
ference ! Epworth Leaguers are volun-
teers.

QUESTION SPUKS,

How does doing duty strengthen moral
fibre ?

How is privilege
duty ?

Have you received any blessing through
working in the Epworth League ?

ow do the excuses made in these times

compare with those referred to in this
parable ?

higher ground than

TO THINK ABOUT.

Is my religious work a genuine plea-

Are mv Christian duties growing in
Iow\l
ill my “excuses be accepted by Christ ?

A CLUSTER OF QUOTATIONS,

Duty done is the soul's fireside.—Robert
Browning.

Your next duty is just to determine
what your next duty is.—George Mac-
donald.

T is wisdom's law, the perfect code
By love inspired :
Of him on whom much is bestowed
Is much requi
—Carlotta Perry.
that is best ;
Lord the rest.
—H. W. Longfellow.

THOSE ** OPENING REMARKS,"

Take care lest they do not really
“open the meeting,” but shut it up tight,

Make them brief. Three minutes is long
enoug!

Muke them enthusiastic and sprightly,
in manner as well as matter striking the
key-note of a good meeting,

Don't try to say everything you can
think of concerning the topic. Try to say
just one thing, in a way that will set
others to think of the other things.

Don’t think what the society will think
of your speech. You are to lead the
meeting, not to make a speecl

But do think of what Gnd ‘will think
about it, and plan solely to please Him.

The best opening remarks, therefore, are
those that lead the society to follow
them up. Put questions into your re-
marks, and do not answer them. Put
suggestions of topics, and do not treat
them,

The best ssible opening speech is
llmply ona t at relates a personal expe-

6n the subject, and does
no'.hmg eha The next best is one that
relates the experience of some ome you
know. It is life thnt answers to life.

Do thy duty,
Leave unto thy
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AUG, 12.—“MY FAVORITE PARABLE
AND HOW IT HELPS ME.”
Matt. 18 1047,

Damy Reapinos.

Mon., Aug. 6.—Parable of the Sower.
Matt, 13, 3-9.

Tues., Aug. 7—The Purpose of Parables.
Matt, 13. 10-17,

Wed., Aug. 8.—The Parable Explained.
Matt, 13. 18-23,

Thurs.,, Aug. 9.—The Lost Sheep. Luke
5. 31

Fri., Aug. 10.—The Lost Piece of Money.
Luke 15. 8-10.

Aug. 11.—The Prodigal Son.
15. 11-32,

Eat., Luke

CONCERNING PARABLES,

In preparing the helps for the present
topic it seemed to the writer best to offer
a few suggestions on the subject of para-
lic teaching and interpretation, and to
apply these suggestions to the parable
which led to the discussion contained in
the passage of Scripture connected with
this topie.

WHAT 18 A PARABLE.

A parable is an earthly story with a
heavenly meaning. It takes an incident
from common life and rounds it into a
gem-like picture to set forth some corre-
sponding truth in the higher and spirit-
unal region, It differs from a fable in
that it deals with spiritual truth rather
than with worldly and merely prudential
wisdom. Further, the fable distorts
earthly things by making animals, trees,
ete., talk. A parable never does this.

THE PARABLES OF JESUS,

Parabolic instruction was a favorite
Jewish method of putting truth, but it
reached its highest and richest develop-
ment in the ministry of Jesus, Some
thirty parables are recorded in the gos-
pels. About one-third of our Lord's
teaching that has come down to us was
delivered in this way.

WHY DID JESUS TEACH IN PARABLES !

1. Partly to conceal the full meaning of
his teaching from those who were not
prepared to receive it.  (Matt. 13. 10-17.)
Jesus had hearers who neither deserved
nor desired the truths he came to teach.
He had enemies who would pervert his
teaching. He had hearers who would be-
come qualified to understand later. The
ethical precepts of the Sermon on the
Mount could be appreciated by all.  But
only a select few were prepared to re-
ceive the “mysteries of the kingdom.”
Jesus obeyed his own maxim. (Matt.
7. 6.)

2. Partly to stimulate the curiosity and
whet the appetite of those who desired to
look into the mysteries of the kingdom
and who hungered for epiritual truth.
After the story had been told and the idle
and unspiritual crowd departed, and the
captious, controversy-loving critic had
gone, a few remained who thought there
was an inner meaning to the story. To
these Jesus expounded the parable—broke
the shell of Incident and exposed the
keruel of truth. (Luke 8. 9-11.)

3. The story form of teaching was a
merey to those who at first did not under-
stand Christ's teaching, for the story stuck
in the mind like a burr in the hair. After
a while the story seemed to take on a
deeper meaning, and the careless man
became thoughtful, and returned for fur-
ther instruction. Or perhaps a month
or a year after hearing the story the
light which had'been concealed within the
darkened lamp flashed forth. Thus,
while this method was of the nature
of judgment on the hard-hearted for the
moment, it was really in the deepest
sense a device of love to prolong the time
of their opportunity, to give them re-
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peated chances Instead of only
(Mark 4. 261.)

4. To put lhe truth in such form that it
would be easily remembered by all classes
throughout all time. The parable ar-
rests attention at the time, and is easily
remembered afterwards. It appeals to
the imagination, a faculty active alike in
ignorant, and learned. By awakening
and gratifying the imagination, the truth
finds its way more readily to the heart,
and ma a deeper impression on the
memory Abstract truth is hard to
grasp and easy to forget. But “ the story,
like a float, keeps it from sinking ; like a
nail, fastens it on the mind; like the
feathers of an arrow, makes it strike ;
and like the barb, makes it stick.”

INTEPRETATION OF PARABLES,

one.

Two opposite dangers are to be avoided.
One the one hand, we must beware of
trying 1o find a meaning in each detail
of cvery parable, parable is not made
“to go on all four Trying to make it
do so will lead to all sorts of error.
Thus, in the Parable of the Ten Virgins,
we are not to assume that because five
were foolish and five were wise that one-
half of the world is to be lost.
son of that parable is, * Be reac
reading the Parable of the Sower,

no man
must excuse himself on the ground that

he is bad soil for good seed. The parable
takes no account of the faet that the con-
dition of the spiritual soil may be altered
by divine grace ; that the trampled ground
can become soft, the rocky ground deep,
and the thorns be rooted out. Man can
2o to God and received a better nature,
and be changed into fruitful soil. A
parable is a word-picture, and we must
beware of confusing the drapery with the
main figure or figures.

On the other hand, we are not to slight
any great truth the parable is designed to
teach. In the Parable of the Sower we
have the inestimable advantage of our
Lord's exposition. Studying it under his
guidance, we find that it contains three
essential features, viz, The Sower, The
Seed, and the Four Kinds of Ground.

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER.
(Topic Hints for Expansion.)

The Sower.—Primarily Jesus Christ.
(Matt, 13. 37.) Afterward His apostles.
But to-day the sower Is represented by all
who propogate the Word of God—minis-
ters, missionaries, colporteurs, Sunday-
school teachers, League workers, deacon~
esses, parents, ete,

“The Seed is the word."  Primarily
the gospel as found in the documents we
call the New Testament. But all the
great truths founded on the word of our
Lord and His apostles, all Christian truth
exponded and applied to the conditions
of each age and country.

The Soil.—The heart of mankind.
Notice the four kinds of soil here de-
picted :

1. The Hardened Soil, representing the
Indifferent Hearer (Matt. 13, 4, 19) in
whom there is no result. The word
touches only the surface of his nature,
s0 that any passing influence becomes
Satan's agent in carrying away the good
seed.

2. The Shallow Soil, representing the
Eager Convert, in whom there I8
promise of harvest, brilliant, but short-
lived. (Matt. 13. 7, 22.)  He has new
emotions, but not a new heart ; he en-
joys the excitement, but does not give
himself body and soul and spirit to God.
As soon as any real test comes he falls
away. One reason why God permits trials
is to show who are real disciples, and
who are not,

3. The Thorn-Infested Soil (Matt. 13,
7, 22), representing the Pre-Occupled
Convert ; he who gives fairer promise
and larger hope. He makes a profession
of religion, and assumes the outer forms
of a spiritual life.  But his religious ex-
perience is “choked with the cares of
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this life "—anxieties about worldly suc-
cess—things not wrong in themselves and
in their degree, but which are not subor-
dinate to higher purposes. “ And riches”
~—(Mark says the deceitfulness of riches—
riches which give the impression that they
are able to bestow what they cannot give
and lure men on to moral injury. “And
the pleasures of this life "—" the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life.” But even pleasures, harm-
less in themselves, may become so absorb-
ing as to choke man's higher life,

4. The Deep Mellow Soil (Matt. 13, 8,
23).  Soundly converted men who (a)
intelligently and obediently receive divine
truth ; (b) steadfastly cleave to Christian
principles ; and (c) bring forth fruit
according to their ability.

ADDED POINTS AND ILLUSTRATIONS,

The Germans have a better name for
the Parable of the Sower. They call it
the Parable of the Four Kinds of Ground.
This title goes right to the heart of the
matter.

A wise sower will not only use good
seed, but will use good judgment in sow-
ing it, and pray that the fertilizing dew
of the Holy Spirit may water the seed
sown,

The sower scattered his seed broadcast.
We are to sow beside all waters, After
we have faithfully sown the seed, the re-
sponsibility for the harvest is in other
hands,

Observe that the hardened pathway was
made hard by the uses of lawful com-
merce—man and beast passing to and fro
engaged in the work of finding daily
bread.

A man on Lookout M i
may hold a silver quarter so close to the
eye that all the spacious champaign
stretched before him is hidden from his
view.  So, by holding the petty affairs
of this life too close to the eye of the
soul, a man may easily shut out the view
of vast eternity.

“The birds of the air devoured it"—
there is the bird critical, the bird of evil
habit, the bird of low companionship, the
bird of bad literature,

QUOTATIONS,
When the artist Thorwaldsen came
back to Copenhagen from Rome, he

brought with him more than the works
of art that have made his name immortal,
In the straw that wrapped the statuary
were seeds of flowers that soon were
blooming in the gardens of the Danish
capital. The artist unconselously scat-
tered sweet flowers, whose beauty and
perfume were to refresh and eladden his
native city years after his hand was as
cold as the chisel it so magically moved.
So we unconsclously sow seeds by our
character, our life, our words.—Peloubet,

I have seen beneath a microscope a seed
three thousand years old start into instant
germination when touched with a drop
of water. So a human soul, apparently
long dead, begins to grow when touched
by the water of life.—Wilberforce.

“1 never heard a single sermon,” said
a man who had attended church for
twenty years. “I attended church, but
my habit was, 80 soon as you began the
sermon, to begin a review of last week's
trade, and to anticipate and to arrange
the busines of the next.”—Guthrie,

“The wave is mighty, but the spray is
eak :

w 3
And often thus our great and high re-
solves,

Grand in the foam like an ocean

wave,
Break in the spray of nothing.”
—Anon.

It has been noticed that the first
(failure) is more the fault of careless, un-
attentive childhood ; the second of ardent,
shallow youth ; the third of world, self-
seeking age.—Alford,
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'«“Now the Accepted Time"

When I have time, so many things I'll do

To make life happier and more fair

For th‘:ne whose lives are crowded now
with ¢

are,
T'll help to lift them from their low
despair,
When I have time.
When I have time, the friend 1 love so

wel
Shall know no more these weary, toiling

days ;
I'll lead her feet in pleasant paths al-
s,
And cheer her heart with words of sweet-
est praise,
When T have time.

When you have time! The friend you
hold so dear

May be beyond the reach of your sweet
intent ;

May never know that you so kindly

meant
To fill her life with sweet content,
When you had time.

Now is the time ! Ah, friend, no longer
wait

To scatter loving smiles and words of
heer
To those around whose lives are now so
They mn)’r not meet you in the coming
year—
Now is the time,
—Unknown.
_—
New Testament Study for
Juniors at Home

St. Paul
1.
Third g:rnug of twelve New Testament
facts about St. Paul. Learn them. Write

out_the story in
to Mr, Bartlett,
,25. Set apart as a missionary nt Ane
tioch. Acts 13, 1.3, !

26. Barnabas, Saul,

your own way, and mail

and John Mark
1027C l;,u& Acts 13. 4, 5, e
. The Roman Gov i vy A
Pl overnor is converted

i l?’nu!,l becomes known now as Paul,

3‘.’9.“1’hey 80 to Antioch in Pisidia. Acts
30. Paul preaches
baths. Acts 13. 14-48,

31, They are driven out and go to
Icg;ium. Acts 13. 50-52,

. Great numbers of le believe,
Acts 14, 1. T

33. They are forced to flee from Teon-
fum. Acts 14, 2-6

“34;’ IAR cripple healed at Lystra. Acts
3. Paul stoned at Tystra, Acts 14, 19,
From Derbe 4

to them two Sab-

36, they return again to
Antioch in Syria, throu, i
Antioch in Pleidia. Aete 14 pgm ™

3 Acts 14, 2027,
This is known as Paul’s First Mission-
ary Journey.

As a sample of the kind of essays we
want our juniors to write, read this one
—the best we have received on Study II.

“Tue Lire o Savy vr 1o His
CoNvERsION,”

Saul was born in Tarsus of Cilicia,
about A.D. 2. He went to school in his
native city until he was about twelve
years old. He was the son of a wealthy,
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free-born Roman citizen, but as it was
the custom for boys to learn a trade at
the age of twelve, Saul learned tent-
making.

His parents sent him to a large school
in Jerusalem, and there, under a teacher,
Gamaliel, he studied hard to get an
education, )

Saul, being a Jew, detested the Chris-
tians, and he, with many others, perse-
cuted them in every imaginable way.

While he was yet in Jerusalem, he
gathered together a band of these Jews,
and stoned a very righteous man, Stephen
by name. Saul did not stop here, but
went into many other cities persecuting
and tormenting the true believers, .

One day he was on his wnK to the city
of Damascus, to continue his work of
persecution there, when a bright light
shone around him ; so bright that he
was blinded, and he heard a voice from
heaven saying, ““Saul, Saul, why perse-
cutest thou me ?”’ Saul recognized the
voice at once, and cried out, ‘“ Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do ?”

Saul was led by the hand to the city ;

but he never afterwards persecuted the
eople, but went about preaching the
Sm pel, for he had been converted and

made one of the best men who lived in
that day, laboring and trying to convert
others.
Frossie Burros,
Colborne Junior League.

Flossie, of course, has had the advant-
age of studying the story of St. Paul in
the weekl, La e meeting. Such a
course, made supplemental to the regular
Topic Study may be made very enter-
taining and instructive. Let the superin-
tendent first thoroughly master the re-
corded facts, then tell them in m:?
form, and add from time to time -
ditional items that will increase the
learner’s store of information. Use the
blackboard or map to give an outline
idea of the localities referred to in the
story. Then allot certain portions of the
Scrimure record for home study, and in
all sure not to go too fast or the
memory of the junior will fail to retain
all the truths desired. This leads us to
make a few observations on

THE BIULE FOR CHILDREN,

That Bible study for the young is not
very attractive, we will all it.  And
yet the Bible should be a book of unique
interest to children and youth. It is a
most wonderful story book. The biogra-
phies, history, parables, and even the
precepts of :{e ible, should be made of
great interest to our children by being
stated in simple language and narrative
form. Take Christ’s parables. Explain to
the child that a parable is an earthly
story with a heavenly meaning, and that
behind the facts of the story itsell lie
great moral truths that Jesus wanted to
make plain. From the story to its moral
purpose is a short step. Stato the facts
of Bible Biography plainly and simply,
and having the interest you have
prepared the way for the great prin-
ciples involved. In short, make the chil-
dren’s Bible study simple and entertain-
ing if you would have them en, in it,
Do not first allot a portion of the text
for study. Tell the story first. Take, for
instance, the lessons on St. Paul now
current on this page. The story all
through is as f, nadnul any in all
the world’s hiogrgrhy. the superin-
tendent know it, simply tell it, got one
after another in the e to tell it
over to the rest, and having been made
acquainted with the facts thus, assi

the Scripture necessary. The boy or
will go throu the 9th chapter of the
Acts with avidity after having heard you

tell the story in your own words :
if you merely say, “ Read Acts ix and
learn what you can about the ronversion




. ST VPV TR . S MY (SR (WAL W TSP RIS IR T

v'e e

°
f
4
o
o
y
t
L]
o
l
s

PRescsFawe T S5%

July, 1906—381

of St. Paul,” few will do it, ond at the
best do it poorly. To make the Pible
both simple and entertaining, the teacher
must know both the “ what” and the
“how " of it. We must know the Book
and the child. What it says and how to
impart that to our Juniors are indispen-
sable. No one can do this without study
Study both the Book and the Junior, and
you may enkindle an interest in the
study of the Book by the Junior that
will be but the bofmning of a course
leadin% to later adult wisdom and cul-
ture. If your Juniors do not like the
Bible because they consider it a dry
book, it is your privilege and duty to re-
move the dislike, and to replace it with
a growing relish that will develop into
reverent love for the truth. Of this sub-
ject we shall have more to say in the
ture.

THE LITILE THIEF.

.

In his story of Oliver Twist, Charles
Dickens, the great novelist, describes how
Bill Sykes and his companion in crime,
when going to commit burglary, took the
little boy Oliver with them that he
might pass through the narrow window
at the back, open the front door and let
the big thieves in. So it is with morals.
The little thief goes through the unguard-
ed place and makes a way for the big
thief who without his aid could never get
in. Who does not know this little thief ?
Look out, boys ! A cigarette is the lit-
tle thief that with many prepares the way
for the big pipe. A slang word opens the
door of the lips for swearing. An un-
kind tongue gives a clear way to lying
and slander at last. The theft of a cent
may be the little thief that makes way
for the big one of forgery and imprison-
ment. Big burglaries in morals are often
done in the way Dickens speaks of in his
story—the little thief gets in at the nar-
row window to open wide the door for
the hig thief to enter. Keep the little
thief well Jocked out,

WeeKkly Topics
July 15.—* The Greatest Artist.” Gen.
9. 13. Matt. 6, 28, 29,

Both Old Testament promise and New
Testament precept are intended to teach
God’s care of His creatures and His
faithfulness to His word. He has given
us the rainbow as a symbol of promise.
Jesus referred to the lily to teach us to
trust our Heavenly Father. The seven
colors in the rainbow are red, orange,
vellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet,
and they shade beautifully into one an-
other, making a lovely arch across the
sky formed opposite the sun on falling
raindrops. But it is not with the na-
tural phenomenon, but with its moral
significance our lesson deals. “I do set
my bow in the clouds,” said Jehovah.
Why ? As a sign of His care. * Consider
the lilies how they grow,” said Jesus,
Why ? To learn to trust your Heavenly
Father. So God speaks to us in nature.
The hLeaven above us and the earth be-
neath us, both give evidence of His d-
ness and teach us to look up to Him in
lovmg atitude. How blind we are.
Why esus said, ‘“ having eyes, they
see not, and ears they hear not.” We do
not study God’s works as much as we
should. His care is shown everywhere.
We shall know him better if we read His
books more. He'has two great books—
Nature and Revelation—the universe and
the Bible. Read Ps. 19. It is in two
parts. Verses 1-6 speak of Nature. The
rest is about Revelation. We should love
to know Him in each. Both are His and
for us to study and understand. (During
the vacation season when books are
largely closed, encourage the Juniors to
see God through His works, and to learn
to love and reverently obey Him.)

‘HE CANADIAN

July 22,—“ The Provider for the Birds.”
Matt. 6. 26.

On this text a beautiful story may be
built, and great lessons drawn from it.
(Last night, June Bth, we had a very
heavy storm. To-day when walking down
street we met a little boy and his sister.
They had an empty robin’s nest. The
storm had blown it out of the tree, the
eggs had been broken, and the children
had picked up the wreckage of nest and
shells.) Here is a good opening for great
lessons. . . . ““ What have we here 7" *“ A
nest.,” ““Let us look at it. Who made
it ?” ““The birds.” “Why?”" “To have
for a home.” ‘“ See how many pieces are
in it, and how nicely put together. How
did they get so many ?" "?hey picked
them up.” *“ How did they manage to put
them together so cleverly ?”’—(Here was
a hard question.) “ God told them how
we explain, and then go on to impress
the lessons. It was easy going. The
peculiar instinet of the robins, their hard
work in collecting the materials, their
wonderful skill in putting all together so
nicely, the warm lining of the nest, and
such points taught simple and yet essen-
tial truths—e.g., thoughtfulness, order,
labor, ete., and pastor and children
mutually interested and edified. At first
reading this verse may seem an excuse
for indolence to the young student. But
it i8 the reverse. God feeds the birds by
giving them the ability to hunt and
gather their food. If they do not use
this ability they will starve. “ He that
will not work, neither shall he eat.” God
rovides for them by giving them the
}m:ul ies and powers for building their
own nests ; but they must build for them-
selves or have no home to live in.
lazy bird is like a lazy boy—a loafer who
lives on others and becomes a nuisance.
God gives us what we need, but it is
ours only as the result of intelligent
labor on our part. As sidelights on the
Topie, such texts as Prov. (;F 6-11 ; 10,
5;13.4; 15. 19; 19. 24; 20, 4; 26, 13-
16, will be found useful. Be very sure to
give no ground for indolent habits in the
study of the Topie.

July 29.—“ The Story of Our Flag.” Ps,
20, 5; 60, 4; Isa. 13, 4,

This may be made a patriotic service.
Every child should know not merely the
name of “our flag,” but better still,
what it represents. *ha flag as we have
it now is the product of centurics. The
various crosses combined in it stand for
the union of England, Scotland, and Ire-
land. The Canadian coat of arms added
make the “ Union Jack,” truly *“ our
flag.” (Assign to some bright Junior the
task of outlining the history of the flag
as given in that grand book, “ The
Story of the Union Jack.”) But better
still, make clear and definite to all the
glorious principles for which the flag
stands—e.g., 1. Unity. The map of the
world in colors shows great spots of red
representing the Britilinmpim. Here
and there all over the globe we see the
red color prominent. Many peoples in
many and various climes, but one flag !
There are more people under the union
Jack to-day than any other empire in
the world’s history ever knew. d yet
they are one and united. 2. Loyalty.
The flag calls to service. And ““in love
serve one another "’ should be the aim of
all. The King is represented by the flag,
and “ God save the King " is sung and
prayed wherever it floats, Many millions
of people united under one flag in loyal
service to the King ! 3. Freedom. The
flag is the guarantee of freedom to all
who live loyally under it, and at the
same time it is a terror to evil-doers, for
it also stands for: 4. Justice. No ty-
ranny or i can be ged
wi it flies, King Edward VIL lives in
the love of his subjects, and his wise and
just reign will ensure to him his peo-
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ple’s loyalty. 5. Righteousness, Chris-
tianity and the flag of Great Britain Fo
hand in hand. It opens up the way for
the missionary, and protects him in
work of unfolding the other banner, that
of the cross of Calvary. This is our
banner, and we are ever to walk beneath
both. As young Canadians and Chris-
tians let us cherish the flag of our coun-
try, and go on ‘‘ marching 'neath the
banner of the cross.”

AvGusT,
Thought for the month—* Power.,”

August 5.~ Sowing the Seed.” (Tem-
perance Meeting. Prov. 23, 31, 32 ; Isa.
28. 7.

“Why are you so careful in selecting
your seed grain, and why do you look it
over so closely ?"' Ask a farmer this and
he will tell you that he wants good,
sound, plump seed, and must have it
clean of weeds, or else the fields will be
overgrown with foul plants and the har-
vest will be of mixed grain. Every boy
should be just as particular of the seed
he sows in his moral nature. If he sows
bad seed he will reap a bad life. Our
first text has an important word at its
start—“ Look.” Sometimes we say,
“ Look out !” when we see danger ahead.
We say it now. There is danger for every
boy or girl who ever thinks of drinking
strong drink. If boys look upon the wine
they may want to taste it. A taste will
form a habit. The habit may become
fixed, and before ¢ may master them,
The last text gives some results—they
“eorr,” they ‘“ stray,” they may be lost
to purity, honor and usefulness in this
world and in that to come. A thought
is a seed. A look is a seed. A word is
a seed. Bad thinking leads to bad de-
sire. A look on may mean a longing for
a bad thing. The life’s fruit must be
evil if the seed is poor. Therefore, ** look
out !” (Show that no man becomes @
drunkard all at once. It is little by lit-
tle that he goes from bad to worse until
he is utterly lost. Most drunkards began
by taking just a sip or two. Then gra-
dually the thirst grew until they could
not ‘“leave it alone.” Every Junior
Leaguer should be thoroughly pledged to
total abstinence. Are yours?)

August 12— Cultivation.”  Prov. 16.
32

There is life in a seed. A seed sown in
the ground will grow. This is true of
weeds as well as of good grain. There-
fore, as we saw last week, do not sow
bad seed. Bui even the best of seeds
will not grow their hest unless we help
them. So we not only plant and sow ;
but we rake and hoe, and in various
ways cultivate the growing crop. The
same is needed in our charncters. The
best men have grown. Only in this way
are men made, The Junior League is like
a garden in which the growing plants are
being cultivated. Let us work for it and
take a pride in it. We want our Juniors
to be cultivated. How can boys and
irls be this? Have you sown a good
thought ? Then encourage it. Have you
a bad word? Root it up. Is your mind
filled with wron, thouqfltl because you
have read harmful books? Burn them.
Have bad companions led you astray?
Leave them. well cultivated young
Christian will take good care to have
thoughts, words, books, companions, all
clean, Are yours? Cultivation is in
rospect of harvest (as next week's
topic teaches), it means hard work, con-
tinued work, intelligent work ; but after
all success. ““ Ye shall reap if ye faint
not.”

“How does Charlie like going to
school ?” kindly asked the visitor of a
little six-year-old boy. “ Oh, I like goin’
well 'nough,” replied the latter, “but I
don’t like stayin’ worth a cent.”
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Just for Fun

* Fannie, I have told you again and
again not to speak when older persons
are talking, but wait until they stop.”
“T've tried |hn( already, mamma, but
they never stop.

A kindergarten teacher explained to
little Dorothy that an Indian woman was
called a squaw, and asked her what an
Indian baby was called. The reply came
promptly, “ A squawker,”

He: “Do you think it would be foolish
of me to marry a woman \\Im wus my in
tellectual inferior ?”* She: * I don't knc
that it would be foolish—but it would
a difficult thing for you to do.

into a well-known

A young lady went
days ago and said

establishment o few
to the floor-walker, *' o you keep sta
tionery 7" ** No replied the man ;
“if 1 did, 1 should lose my job,

Doctor (to Gilbert,
your tongue Little Gilbert
cautiously put out the tip of his tongue,
Doctor “No, no. Put it right out.
Gilbert : "1 can’t, doctor. It's fastened
on to me,”

miss,"”

aged four): ** Put

out, please

who has

experience

Mamma (to Walter,
turned from his first
fishing-rod) “What, back so
Walter ‘Yes'm; 1 thought I'd
home. The worms were
I couldn’t get "em on the hook.”

Little William was standing at the
window watching an approaching storm.
Great, black clonds overspread the sk
when suddenly a bright flash of lightning
pmml them fnr an instant. ‘‘ 0, mam-
ma,” he said, ** I saw that funder wink !

Old Lady (to druggist)
of canine pills.” Druggist
matter with the dog?” Old Lady (in
dignantly) : ““1 want you to know, sir,
that my husbund is a gentleman.”” The
druggist put up some quinine pills in
profound silence

Little Dorothy

just re
with a
soon 7"
come
20 nervous that

I want a box
‘ What is the

had been intently
watching her brother, an amateur artist,
blocking out a landscape in his sketch
book. Suddenly she n\vlumvwl ‘1 know
what drawing is.”” * Well, Dot, what is
it? ‘Drawing is thinking, and then
marking around the think.”

One of the
Irish bull
clever and
knight, Sir
a certain
0, ar,
in a mile
stop there

richest specimens of a real
that perpetrated by the
witty, but blundering, Irish
Richard Steele, when inviting
English nobleman to visit him
said he, * you ever come with
of my 1 hop will

was

house you

This was
“ Where the
have
found
was the
now find
South

how  the put it
pine forests of the

been cleared away are now to
flourishing  truck-farms This

‘What do we

pine forests of the
cleared away ?"” And

wer : * Stumps.”

Geography

teacher’s question
where the
have been
this was the a

bull that comes under
uttered by a woman,
in all the pride and glory of her
maternal  heart, declared to a kind
hearted listener that * Since the world
was a world, there never was such a
clever hoy as my Micky, for he's just
made two chairs and a fiddle out of his
own_head, and has got plenty of wood
left for another,’

A New York

The  next
was

teacher of instrumental
music was one day telling the father of a
pupil, a lad of ten years, of the progress
made by the boy in his studies. * I
think he is improving a great deal,” said
the professor. ““ He will certainly learn
to play the piano.,” “1s that so?”
asked the father, much gratified el |
didn’t know whether he was really im
proving, or whether T was merely get
ting used to it.
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YOUNG MAN

If you are a total abstainer you can
prove to yourself that the’. . ..

EQUITY LIFE ASSURANCE CO
OF CANADA

Offers you more for your money
than any other company by comparing
our rates, which at age 25 are $15.20
for an ordinary life policy ; $22.50
for 20 payment life policy, and
£30.50 for a 20 year endowment policy
with the rates of any other company.
These are rates without profits, Our
with profits rates are similarly favor-
able as compared with those of other
companies,

Every dollar spent for which you get
no value is wasted,

For literature address.

H. SUTHERLAND, President |
MEDICAL BUILDING TORONTO

JUST PUBLISHED
A New and Complete
Harmony of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ

BY REV. JOHN H. RUTTAN.

With Appendices containing Jewish, His
torical and Astronomical Chronology ; Jew-
ish Feasts, Sacrifices and Offerings ; Mis-
understood Passages.

This is one of the best harmonies we have
seen. It differs from all others in that it
gives in parallel columns the full text of the
Gospels. It cannot but be o' great value to
the B ble student. Sunday School teachers
will find this Harmony invaluable in their
work

Cloth, 9 x 12 inches.
net ; by mail, postage 17c.

207 pages, §1.75
extra

Just Published! As now used in the
Torrey-Alexander lMeetings

Revival Hymns No. 2

Edited by

T. B. TOWNER and
CHARLES M. ALEXANDER

Specially prepared for use not only in
evangelistic meetings, but also in the regular
services of churches, young people’s socie
ties and Sunday-schools, The hymns are
strang and dignifi in both words and
music, and are caleulated to promote hearty
helpful singing

Containg numbers in all, including
over fifty standard hymus (wedded to their
familinr tunes) as used in all the denomina
tions, many familiar modern Gospel Hymns
and

About 120 New Hymns
Never Before Published

Alex
in n..~

The favorite hymns of the Torrey
ander campaigns are all containe
in lu.hng “The S
g III In
he (
4 pages, full cloth covers with side title
in colored ink ; single copies, 35c. a copy,
postpaid ; per dozen, $3.60, carriage extra.
When o dering above pleace menticn
Am~ jcan edition.

WILLIAM BRIGGS
29-33 Richmond St. West,

Toronto
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Savings Accounts

WE ESPECIALLY SOLICIT ACCOUNTS
WITH OUT-OF-TOWN CLIENTS,
OFFERING SPECIAL FACILITIES
FOR DEPOSITING BY MAIL.
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CANADA

LOAN 8 SAVINGS COY,
26.KING ST.E, TORONTO:

Solid Rubber

Carriage Tires

Made of . a quality of rubber that
will last as long as iron rims on all
ordinary roads. Give spring and
smooth, noiseless riding down to the
last point of wear,

Dunlop Tire and Rubber Goods Co-
Limited
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