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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

MNUARY 1919

The Annual Meeting of the Leufue is usuaUy hdd in tiie Spring

but this year it lud been determined to hold it in November. Wi^
the uiKxpected dose of the war in that month, your Executive

QMnmittee decided to postpone still further the Annual Meetii^
till after the New Year, and after due consideration, have now
decided to recommend to the members that the Lei^e be dis-

served, and a motion to that effect will be submittra fen- your
am>roval.

Your Executive Committee in {xesenting the Final Report
of die Speakers' Patriotic Lei^^e deems it not inaj^ropriate to

review tne work accomidished by the League nnce its organization

and to recall some ci the aims, objects and vital prindfrns under-

lying its organization.

The Spaiikers' Patriotic Lea^ was formed at a meetii^ of a
number of men prominent in nuHtary and patriotic woric, hdd at

Government House, on March 2nd, 1915, upon the invitation of

Sir John Hendrie, who, as Premdent of the Le^;ue, has taken

throughout its existence an active interest in its (iterations.

The individual efforts of some of its promoters in holding

patrk>tic meetings in the rural j;>arts of Ontario, had shown them
the need of some concerted action, not merdy to su|^y speakers,

for stimulating recruitii^ and other forms of patriotic raorts, but
to properiy organize the various munidpalities and communities

so uiat public n^etings should be held not as an end in diemadves
but widi some direct practical purpose in

^
view. It was this

insistence on proper <n'ganization as a amdition to the supply of

qieakers for public meetii^, that has given the key-note to our
action and has {Hxived to be the strength of the League.

At the first meeting of die Leafpat in 1915, a memorandum was
issued in whicJi the purposes of the organization werc^ set forth

substantially as ftdlows:

"To educate public omnion throughout the country as to the

pressing needs of the Empire formen and money; to co-ordinate

and stimulate all the various activities working to this end and
to au^ent the various patriotic funds without, however,
establidiing any fund of its own. Campai|^ns will be carried

on as the needs of the military and relief situation dictate, it

being understood that whenever the recruiting of iiMn for

overKas service, or the raising of funds for patriotic and relief

purposes appear to be lagging in any particular district those

enrolled in tne ^leakers' Patriotic League should be availaUe
f<x promoting the organization of local committees to carry

cm uus woark and to iHX>vide speakers to address meetings for

the purposes of arousing the public oi such districts and for

securing an adequate response."

8
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The whole scheme was endorsed at a public meeting held on

March 26th, 1916, at which meeting officers were decled and the

League cmnmenced active operations the fdbwing mcmtii.

From that time until the dose of the war the purpoae above

outlined has been coraistentiy followed, and on the Ihies above

indicated the Luigue has afForded assistance to recnutmg, to toe

Patriotic Fund, to the British and Canadian Red Cross Funds,

Belgian Relief, to War Loan and Food Campaigns, etc., and has

served as a central bureau for supplying them all with speakersand

organizers. .. . , _^_

From the first every effort was made to organize those districts

which stood in need of organization and to assist in the formation

in as many centres as posuble of committees of atizens f(Hr mtnotic

endeavour. No request for asnstance that the League could rendtf

has been refused, where it was physically possible t«>8Upply it, and

while the most of our woric was done in Military District No. 2,

M)eakera have gone to all pmnts of Ontario, and to many places in

aeUnited States.
. . r j

Our first work was mainly in conneci.>/ii with patriotic funds,

and it was not till July 1916 that tiie woric of reputing was

actively taken up. Recruiting campaigns were cM^anized m scnne

rural communities, names of digible men were <Atained and a

peraonal canvass of them made. Whilst ihese campaigns were

pfoductive of good results in enlistments, probably tiie most

valuaUe result was the information which it gave us as to the exact

state of mind which existed in different parts of the coun^.

The information secured was at once utilked, and the first publK

result of this was the recruiting meeting called by us July 22nd,

1916, at Massey Hall and held under the ausfHces of Genoral Logic

and tiie commanding officers of the local battalions. The success

of the meeting was tremendous and unexpected, not only was

Massey Ibll filed but it was reported that at least 10,000 people

gatheted in front of the City Hall in the overflow meeting.

TTiis meeting resulted in the formaticm of tiie Central Recruiting

Committee in November 1915, tiie League undertaking all the

office and organization woric in connection with it.

Witii tiie fonnati(m of the Central Recruiting Committee, under

the Chairmanship of Mr. John M. Godfrey, began tiie active

recruiting work throughout this Division which omtinued with

such conspicuous success for almost two years. The authorisation

of the formation of county battalions in the fall of 1916 led to

general activity throughout the whole Divirion and tiie Le^pie was

called upon to organize local committees and to supply speakers

for recruiting meetings and this resulted in the engagement by the

League of retumwl sokliers, who were trained to address these

meetings. ^l. ,

«

Lieut.-Col. Williams, upon his appointment as Chief Recruiting

Officer for this Division, at once made use of the Local Committees

tA the LMgtw, and added others in many places.

The significant element of this was the definite reocq^nition by
the military autiumties of the part which civilian organizations

should take in recruiting.

^iilHilifiiiikiaifai AMiHiMHil



Tlwt die work ot the League was eottneii^ wooeirfm a evi-

denoedbythebuienuiidierofnienwliorecruitiedfrom di» district,

and the mai^ eKprewiont ci duaUu icoetved txom Ueut-Col.

Geoffe H. WiUianw and other military authoritiea ia charge of

lecnutfaig, aswdlaa theadraoiHedgmenti from the various patriotic

funds for aanstaace given.

Betwera May 1915 and May 1916, die League nifqdied qjeakeis

for and aided in the organisation of 980 puMic meetings, indudimr

those hdd for gener^d patriotic purposes, recruiting, and on bdiaS
of the Canadian Patriotic and Red Cross Funds.

A total of apmtndmately $1,800,000 was raised for die two
above-mentioned funds dirough loc^ committees as a result of the

League's endMvour.

By the time of our Annual Meeting in June 1916, recruiting

thfot^out Canada bqnn to shew a marited decrease, and it was
felt by die members of the League who had been associated widi

dM holding of a diousand meetings throughout the iVovince of

Ontarb, and had come in dose contact with the feelings and

attitum of the people, that die Le^;ue woidd be justified m pre-

senting to the Government of die Dominion of Canada, its confident

assurance diat the pecmie would stand behind die Government in

any plan whidi wmdd be evolved, whedier under the Militia Act

or the Defence of die Realm Act or odierwise, as mig^t seem most

advantageous tor the mwe complete and effectual mobilisation o(

the entire resources of our country, in men and materials for the

successful prosecution of the war and a resolution to this effect was
unanimously passed at die Annual Meeting and sent to the Prime

Minister of Canada.

During the year 1917, the demand far speakers for recniitiiv

meetii4;s were not so great. Vduntary recruiting ceased entirdy

in the summo- of 1917 when the Militaiiy Servke Act became law.

The Lei^e, neverthdess, furnished tpeaktn for 311 meetings,

tnii^ng die total d meetings, for which speakers were supplied in

two years to 2073, and also distributed an enormous am<Mmt of

lituature and no less than 33,000 recruititag posters.

A great deal erf attenticm was paid during the year to the pro-

curing of grants from county and munidpal coundls in the Province

of Ontario to the Patriotic ami Red Cross Funds, and co-operating

with and assisting in many ways die Ontario Organisation of the

Resources CcHnimttee, the Patriotk Fund, the Red Cross Fund, the

Nationiu Service Board, Civilian Recruiting Ccnnmittees and the

military audiorities.

During this year the League, thrcHifl^ this eMcutive. endea-

voured in every practical way to press its views in suppcnt of

Compulsory Military Service to secure the necessary reinforcements

fcHT our Army CorpB, and to bring the views ol the League before

those responsible lor the government of the country. And it might

wdl fed that its effcurts, in Ktme measure at least, contributed to

Imnging about Compulsory Military Sfrvice.

At the Annual Meeting hdd on June 26th, 1917, the fdlowing

resdution was adopted:
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"Tluit tins Lei«ue reafliniif its bdief m ocpccNed in • Rcnhi-

tkm paMed atIts laatumwl nwetiflg tlokt the people wai itMd
bdiind the Government in any pfaw whidi may be evolved,

whether under the MUitia Act or otherwiw as may sem owrt

advantageous for the more complete and eflFectual mobwaation

of the entire resources ci oar coontry, in men and materials,

for the sucoes^ul prosecution of die war; and as a stiep essen-

tial to the carrying into effect of Ak ptMcy, approves mmwd-
iatdy <rf providing tiie necessary reinioroenMnts (or the

Canadian Forces by sdective comfNilsion."

The fdknring further resoluticm was also adopted:

"Resolved ttiat this League stands ready, and proposes to

exodse its influence ammunt its own members and also

throughout tl» country to ^ace the winnii« <rf Ae wwr and

all stqw contributing to that end above party political con-

sideratbn and that die League will amtinue to acttveiypro-

mote and support all measures cUcubted to assure the success-

ful prosecution <A the war."

It was also decided at this nieetin|( to encourage the holding

<rf meetings designed to suoport sdective compulucm for mililary

and other purposes, siq^ymg speakers as far as practical^ when
de«red. and otherwise to asH»t in stimulating and pronwtmg the

effective ezpressbn of public (^Mnicm on the qtwstion.

Frcma May HJ17, to Ais date the League has actively c^tinued

its work, adhering to the same policy which it has pursued tiin>ui|i-

out, co-operating widi odierbodies organized for patriotic purposes

and promoting patriotic sentiment and effort in Ontario, particu-

larly diroug^ut this military 4ietrict.

During die year commencing May 1917, and ending March

1918, we furnished roeakers for seventy-five meetings in can-

nectk>n with Canada s Victory Loan for forty-seven factory

meetings, for the Red Cross and Patriotic Campaigns, for sevmty-

one theatre meetings and speakers for numerous other gatheringB*

including many odte from die United States for aaristance in theur

patriotic and war campaigns.

During this period, a IVess Sub-Committee of the Executive

was also otvaniMd, whose duty it was to endeavour to influence

public opinion throurii the medium of the daily newspapers by
timely articles la sul^ects in ii^idi die League was interested, and
whatever influence could be exerted in the way of advocatii^ the

formation of a non-party government (without taking
P^f^Jj^

*
politioil dection or eiungii^ in any political activities) was exerted

m favmir of a Union Government.

Since the last Annual Meeting whidi took place in ^iril, 1917,

the League has supfrfied speAen for ten meetings, held on bdudf

of the Food Production and for four meetings on behalf of Liberty

Loan Campaigns in various cities of the United States. Twelve

speakers addressed about 160 meetings in connection with the

American Red Cross Campaign in May 1918. In connection fHdi

these last-nanml meetings most of the spedcers spent from one week

to ten davs, and addressed a large number o« meetiiy, in one

instaiKX the qieaker giving as many as thirty-two addresses.
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Dtttiiw tiie MUBmer there were a number cS fMtrfotic gstteringi

and Red Croes meetii^ for wUdi epeefcere irere eapplied. Frrnn
October 18th^to Nov«;inb<r 16^, diuii^ tiie^^ctoryLoanCampaign,
speakers of the League addreieed one hundred aod two merai^,
ajid froa November 20th toJanuary Yi^aiy seven speakers have been
sent 1^ the Lei^iue to addricss large patriotic gatherings in large

dtksw the Eastorn States.

The Clerical Patriotic Association, since its <»i;anization in

July 1916, has oo-<^>erated most heartily in every way with the
2^>ttker8' Patriotic League. In otda to Mssen the cost of mainten-
ance diey have made use of our office and stalF, ami oont^bated
rq[ttlarly to the e9q)ense8.

The woiic accomplished by die League in the fo'ir years <A its

existence may be tmefly summariaied by steting, that in additicm to

oi]sanizuig a lai^ nunmer oi local conmuttees in this military dis-

trict for patriotic work (and by means of which a very large amount
ci money was raised and a larae number tA men voluntarily en-
listed) speakers have been su^ied for more than 2,700 meetings,

and a great deal <A infcmnation has been circulated through tne

press of the Province and by means of circulars, etc. The total

eiqxnses have amounted to a little over f0,500, all tA ^tch has
been contributed by di£ members of die League. This nnall cost

for four years' work was made possible by the tact that our q>eakers,

with the excn>tion oi a few returned men, gave thdr services

vduntarily. in view cH the results obtained, your executive thinks

dw L«M{ue may well fed satisfied that the money has been well

q)ent, and that the League has fully justified its existence.

No one can recognize more fully than your executive, that
iHiatever success the League has had, is due entirdy to the generous
and unselfish devotion of the speakers who have madi" Jie League'b
existence and -woxk posnUe. To them must be given full mdit
for the results achieved, and hearty appreciati<m for thdr
vduntary w(M^, which, in most cases, meant no small saottce on
thdr part.

Our thanks are also due to those who contributed written

articles on patriotic subjects from time to time. These artides

recdved a Uu^ drculatbn diroug^ the newqnpers of the Province,

aivd assisted materially in educating public oinnion on broad
lines.

Your committee also desires to take this opportunity of record-

ing their thanks to Miss A. A. Arnott who, from the commencement
of the woric to its finish, has been in charge of the office, and has at
ail times shown herself thoroughly competent to carry on the work,
and dways anxious and willing to forward its inta%sts. We are

dad to luiow that the Repatriation Committee has secured Miss
Amott's services, and the good wishes oi the League go with her
in her new work.

Our thanks are also dt» to those who contributed written

artides on patriotic subj«:tS'from time to time. These artides re-

cdved a lane drculation through the iiewq>apers of the Province,

and asdsted materially in educating public ofunion on broad lines.
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FnuMCBS.—Owing to die various comes mentiimedi in die
report tlie emenses of tlie Leanie for t)ie pist jrear have tfonaistgid

prcCttcaHy oi disbursemrats tor secretarial Work, and la oonae-
quence it has not been necessary to make a ^genowl adl apon oar
many friends for support by way of subsorip^Mis, aldioag^ in this

ooniwction we with to admowledge the receipt of 9SiO fay wa c^

vdtmtary OQntrib>itions. We abo widi to mention diat ie

Recruiting Oj^nization of the County of Ontarki has recognised
tlie daim wtudk we made upon them for services duriiw 1015,
referred to as outstanding in mir previoiM rqiort, and in thw con-
nectkm w? received a cheque Ux |400. The COuntiAs of DuAerin
and Haidimand have been afforded an opportunity to recognise
the daim for die exftenfliture the League incurred in connection
with recruiting campaigns carried out at the request of the Rscmit*
ing Oraanizations in diose counties, but dwy have so far faikxl to
nsqxmd. Various expenses were inairred in connection widi
modcers on behalf of die two Victory Loan Campaigns, and our
oisbursements in this connectinn, amounting to 1829.16, have been
paid from the Campaign funttt. We are left with certain tsrets

of a realizaUe character which will be dinrased of, and wfaidi Vnll

provide suffident funds tn disdiarge all inmbtedness.

We desire to acknowlec^ the debt of gratitude which we owe
to all the friends who have so liberJly suppwted the League during
die term of its existence, for had it not been for their hdp and
asristance, a great deal of /aluaUe mxk would have remained
undone.

We have again to acknowledge c^r indebtedness to the Univer-
sity authorities for the accommodation whic!i the^ aaxxded us
in the Univeraty buildings, frse of rent, for a period of four years.

FiNANCi/>L Statement.

From 1st May, 1917 to 30th January, 1919

(21 m<«dts).

KBCBIPTS.

Subscripti<ms received

Speakers' Expenses re St. Catharines, May 1917
Speakers' Expenses re St. Catharines, May 1917
Spe^rers' Expenses re Wiud«CT, May 1917.

Rental of Padiescope and Filioa.

Honour Rolls Sold ~

Posters SoW.
Refund of Expenses, Wictijry Loan Campugn, 1917

—

Refund of Expenses, \^tc^ Loan Campaign, 1918
Cheque from l^nd Battalitm, .^^ItttenKnt of Recruiting

Account, County of On io. ».-

Clerical Patriotic Association, share of oike expenses.

t2.015.0tl
ll.lfli

90.0&I
28.S

114J
57.5

44.4

477.1

351.4

400.1

850.1

13,880.30'
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DimuKsniBim.
ovcfdnut aOth April, 1917.

cMh, indudtag fxwti^ ~ ...

'

fff^ WUMiriMl L

Rcntw 01 typcwntcAM. ~ — -

TdcfMMMie sua tdMmiMi—~.~.~— » ~

Auittal Meeting, 1917—newqwper notices,

printing reports for 1917 aad 1918
Diemboting drcidiurs to prcH in Ontario,

etc
Puiieeoope Compsny, rental of fifans..-..

Cloaing account oi Central Recruiting Fund
at Standard Bank.

E^pfnara r» ^^ctory Loan Campaign, 1917...

Eiqienaes n Victory Loan Campaign, 191&.

DeUt balance as at 81st January, 1919

$481.10
99J0

1.710.80

99.9i
68.87
80J0

08.00

106.18
86.57

332J0
4n.oe
861.45

88,9i7arr

187.13

Before closing diis report, we wish to record the League's

indebtedness to the late Cdond Sweny, one (rf die Vice-Presidents,

and to tiie late Mr. G. P. Sdiolfidd, tiw first Hoooraiy T/casurer,

botii oi whom took an active part in the fomiati<m oi the League
and in thewwk of coodi

Subnutted on bdialf of

7th Fd>ruary, 1919.

; its affairs .mtil the dose of dieir lives.

Executive Committee,
C. A. Mastbn,^

T. OUiWfOVD BSOWN,
Horn. Seerdary.

GENERAL MEETING OF THE SPEAKERS* PATRIOTIC
LEAGUE.

The General Meetii^ of the League called to receive tiie report

<^ tiie Executive Committee and to omsider otiier business, was
hdd at the Parliament Buildings, Tnronto, aa the 7th Felwuary,

1919.

His H(»iour the Lieutenant-Governor Sir John S. Hendrie,

Presklent of the LcMue, todc the chair, and Major (Rev.) T.

Crawford Brown acted as Secretary.

The minutes of the pre\''ou8 meeting; were taken as read.

llie Hon. Mr. Justice ^ten. Chairman, wesented the rei>ort

of the Executive Committee. The report which is printed l^rewith,

gave the detaik of die work done by the League since the last report

and a resume of the work rince the formation of the Leiuue in

Mardi 1915. In moving tiie adoption dl the report, Judge Masten
referred to the ccmtinuotM 8Ui»ort received from His lumour the

Pre^dent, and to tlK fact that lie had indiuxd His Excellency, the

Governor-General, to become a patrcm of the LeagiK, which had
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cmMbntBd maOy to its pnttige and fadtftvted its work.
fmrtuer stated that Utt Eaecutive, bcfara dsdittif to i«,^«
te «fisbuiding of dw Lsague hiid iwy cwefi^Oy ooMiderad tfw

onestkm of oontmuifig !ts activitiss. In view ol Ae tect diat tlie

Lsagna had bate o>|tt.'-wl for «» ddbrfte pvmm, ud dUit Durpose
had been rtaliaed to a great cstont. it was ttoucht advisable that

the Leagoe mder its mcaeiit fenaalioa dmdd be disbanded, bat
tiiat the Encutive fufiy realiaed diat tiwie wcfe many p«at and
serious problems sdU pwssing for solntioa, and fvrdwr, Aatafreat
majprity <^ those who had taken an active part \n the Lei^tte's

wotic in Repast, woidd be ecjpaally wiOii^ and amdons to assist

in watfc of a uhe Idnd fai the fntitre.

Mr. A. H. Canqib^, m seconding the nrntion, etaphasixed die
ddbt die LoMue was under to the qieakeis who had, daring die pest

fear years, ooat sudi vahiable werlc through die Province at veat
peraooal sacrifice to themsehwu. Mr. H. V. F. Jones, i^ non.
Treasurer,'pointed out that die whole eaqKL sss for lour years, had
amounted to le« than tldjOdO, and fdt dia\ the members m die
League might wdl fed satisfied diat so mudi had been acoom-
plisMd in giyii^ aasistanoe in recruiting, and rsisfaqK money for

patrudc purposes, tA sndi a snudl cost.

Professor iOenttd of McMaater Univerrity. cj^iwMsd r^ret at*

die decMRon of dM Executive m racommendii^ the Lea^ to
dissdve. He felt dttt its success in die past had reveahxl die need
of sudi an wrganization; tliat aided days were a'.«ead (tf us, and diat
the Lei^pie nould continue to act in asnsdi^ die sdution of after-

die>war ixoblems.

Major G. A. Sanqison, a returned <^Soer, also "tated diat lie

tiioug^t the orgatdxanon shc^dd be continued and diat distincdy
Govanmentd organizations could very sddcA influence puUic
dKN^t in the same way as a voluntary orgarisatimi could. The
Great War Veterans' Association, he stated, a" kd dieh^ of deep
thinking men.

Major Cmwford firown read a letter from Cdond McCdloch
ot Hamiltcm sugge^ing diat the League would be able to do more
good, bv coKq)erating heartily widi toa Offidd Rcnatiiation Com-
mittee m a purdy vduntary way, than by dksdving.

Mr. N. F. Davidson stated thatu one idio had much to do widt
the formaticm (tf the Lei^jue, and as a member from die first, of its

Faecutive Committee, he haid bem a most reluctant convert to the
necessity of the dissduti(m of the Lo^ue as sudi. It was redlv
because of the new and dtered woric now confronting us, so ww
outli^ by Prof. Kiersted and Major Sampscm, ami the practicd
certamtv dwt die problen» ci the immediate future must be qtdte
hwgdy '^pditkal ", diat diey were forced to realise that this League,
honmned by the patronage of the Goveroor>Generd, presided over
by the Lieutenant-Govcnmr and widi a Josttoe oi die Supreme
Oxirt of Ontario as its Cbdrman, must now, with the dose of
hostinties and the end oi its defimte worit, oeue to edst. It

equally inmosnUe for die Lei^;ue dius <^kned to presmt and £s-^
cuaa in a feariess manner the pressing problems ci the future, or,

on the odier hand, to continue to use fm- a changed purpose*
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however rcmmendable, ^ name which had been ao Umx and ao

doady awodated with the names of dieie officen, and whidi had

been ad^ted for a distinctivdy non-pditkal war effort. He
denied, however, to add that he agreed abiplutely with the two

{Mcoeding speakers, that the moat vital proUems now confronting

the community would be best dealt with throi^ vduntary raA»
than du-ough dfidal or governmental organisations, but he added

that the men who have worked together so k>ng and so ualavaAy

may surdy be rdied upon to amtinue didr efforts as need arises

and in dose association. ,.•%.-
The Chairman, before putting the motion, stated that in his

apttdm, while hearing with much interest the remarks whidi had

been made, thought Uiat it would be better for the League to dis-

sdve and diat later, if considered advisable, a new organisation

could be formed on similar lines for the purpose of aansting in the

sdution of die many peace i»oblems which were bound to arise.

After some further discusnon, it was resolved that the report

of the Executive be now received and adopted and that coiMes of

the report be sent to each member of the League.

Colonel Noel Marshall, chairman of the Couoal of the Canadian

Red Cross, said that he had come to the meetiiHE in order to acknow-

ledge the ndendid assistance -.endured to thdr Society by the Lea^ve

juid took tnis opportunity of expressing the thanksw the Canadisui

Red Cross Sodety for the work of the League throughout the

ftovince.
Mr. Jno. A. PaterscHi, K.C., stated that while we all understood

that the Speakers' Patriotic League in name had finished its wwk,
Aat the spirit of its members was vital, and that they were prepared

to do aiiy work whidi they were physically capable of doing, when
called upon. He then moved the following motion:

Whereas the purposes for which the Speakers' PaTiotici.eagiw

was organized have now been fulfilled.

And Whebbas the Executive Committee have by thdr Repmt
recommended that the activities of the League as such do now
cease, which report has been recdved and adopted.

Be It Resolved that in pursuance of sudi recomiiMendation

the ^leakers' Patriotic League do now cease furAer operations, and

that the Executive Committee be instructed and empowered to

di^Mse of its assets as in thdr discretion may appear best, pay any

outstanding oUip;ations of the Lei^:ue, and generally take all steps

necessary or dedrable to dissdve.

The motion was seconded by Mr. R. B. Henderson, and earned

unanimously.
'

, . . « •

Mr. J. G. O'Donohue, in moving a vote of thanks to the Presi-

dent, spoke of the insi^ration whi(£ His Honour's connection had

been, and for the assistance which he had at all times rendered.

After thuildng die meeting for the vote of thanks, tlK Chairman

declared the meeting adjourned.
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