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< EDUCATIONAL, MELTINGS
- FOR OCTOBER AND.NQVEMBER,
: PU BLIC Edutationat Moetings, . da
v pequitedcby the ;8choud. Act, will
sl Aeld—c -y
. In tho School-hausp, ‘Uatamagouchy,

An the Court House, Ainbarst,
T'desday Oci 21, snne hour,
At the Cross Poads, Parrsboro?,

ot

g

on

* Saturday Oct. 25, aume hour.

i the Court House, Truro, on Moa-
d'ilf' Nov. 8, siunie hour, .
n the Cuurt tlouse, Picton, on

" Monday Nov, 17, same hour,
In the Temperance Hall New Glus-
w, on L'hursday Nov 20,same hour.,
‘I'he attendance of Cumnissioners,
Teachers, ['rustees, aml the Paublic
nerally, is respecifully yequested.—
‘T'he Clerks of the Buards of Conunis-
sioners an« Teachers will pleuse do ull
ia their power to give general notice of
the tueetings fi-r theirseveral districts.

A TEACHER'S INSTITUTE.
will bo Lield in “I'rura, commencing on
Tuesilay  Nov. 4, at9o%clock a.m.;
snd continuing till Satunduy Nov, 8,
as 12 o’cluck, noon. -

~o__Order of Exercises:for cach day :—
- ¥Teeting nt 9 a m;—lutroductory” Ad-
.. dcess , Reviews

and discussions of
elementary branches;—11 10 12 recess.
and indteuctions in agricultural cheimis-
try ;—12 10 1, Lecture on agricultural
Chemistry;—2 1-2to 4 p m, lllustea-
sion of methods, lectures and discus-
sious on the teaching of reading, wri-

~ Aing, arithmetic, graunnar and geogea-

. phy; and on achool order aud disci-

" E.lmc 3—6 ¥m, Drawing, singing, and

ack-loard exercises;—7 p wm, Lec-
wires on educationul subjetts,

Some of the ablest teachers and
educationists in the province will be
favited to aid by lecturing, illustrating
methods, &e,  Free hourd, will be pro-
vided for about 40 tenchers.

_ Asttus is the laat Ueachers® Iustitute
that can be held under the presentlaw,
and as the locality is central and easy
of access, it is hoped that a larg.s num-

ber of teackers will avail theinselves
* of this opporiunity of improvement.

J. W. DAWSON,
Supt. of Edu,

— gt

& Boards ot Commissioners are re-
spectfally reminded that the Jawauthotiace
them to Teport on the state of Fducation,
us well 38 to-send in & tabular relutn —

. ABY recomnendations made by them, in

, asference 1o the contemplated Normal

-, Scheol, the suppor: of schools of Assess-
apoat, and other greatinterests of educa-

€0, would have great weight with the

ghvenmwent 2ad legislature, and are
arefors wrgently called for at thepresent
sfiais. Amngersents o express the

_ Viswsef. the several Bords in the above

soanner, wight be made at the meeting
fr divgibation of monies in Novembee.

— & b4 v Y
‘.ASSES"SMENT FOR THE SUPPORT
.OF SCHOOLS, |
' - The.gzeat Educatianal question of the
present time is that of Assessment and
"ree Schovls, Is Nava Scotia prepared
practioal}y to recognise the great truth that
the education of the children of the whole
peuple is the anly sure basis of nativnal
: growth and prosparity,and the only pledge
j for the existance uf good sucial and paliti-
eal institutions, and for exemptivn from
Icrime and pauperism ; and consequently
that Common School Education should he
free to all and supported by 2 general tax
upon property ! If we auswer in the
ucgative, we must be prepared for failures
of industrial pursuits, want of business
skill and energy, undeveloped resources,
emigration of our most useful yoang men,
increase of crime and pauperism, unsafe
and imperfect political institutions—all of
them the natural consequences of the

] growth of an untrained native population

aud the influx of uneducated emigrants.
If on the other hand we czn answer in
the affirmative, the example of vur New
England neighbors assures us” that we
hiave decided on that which, of all haman
instrumentalitie, is the most effective in
avoiding these evils, and in working out
public happiness and greatness.

In thinking on this subject let us consi-
der:—1st, that the tax will be maderate
in amount and equitably distributed. It
would not be more, perhaps less, than the
L sum the parents now raise, and it would
be collected from all who have property,
and would consequently fall lighily on
those who now support the schools, 2dly,
It will secure the keeping open of 2 frce
school in every district,and the attendance
of nearly all the children; so thatnoeclass
would be debarred from full apportunities
Fof receiving instruction.  3dly, Tt will be
spent among the people, and in the zd-
vaneemens of onc of théir best interests.
4thly, It will benefit all classes—the poas
by giving them a chesp education for their
children, the rich by #mproving the tone
of society, and advancing ali kinds of in-
dustry. 5ihly, It will excite public inte-
reat in the achools, and mecessitate their
being kept in x constant atate of efficiency.
Gihly, It will relieve the Troftees and
more active supperters of schools from the
present difficulty of collecting the means
of support, and from the annoyance of
being unadble o obtain unien in their
maintenancs.  Tthly, It will make the
remuneration of Teachars more certain
and resp-ctable, and thereby incresss their
efficiency and wsefulness. JTn short, se-
sedament is the cheapeat and only just
mode of supporting public scheols; and it
is the oaly mode which can seeure a goed
tnaining equally to the children of all.

Many objections, however, are wged,

Public Archives of Nova Scotia
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like thing for persons’who sheuld educate
their own children to ask the putilic to-do
so. Butil is strely not wean tlat the
public “should cewubine its’ funds; to eda-
cate chiidren whose educhtion is & publie
benefit. Your true patper ‘spirit is that
of tho well-to-dé "ntan; whi Knows that
be is dependant for protection dad for pro-
gress, for the value of his preperty and
the comfort of his lite, on the training »f
the children of the Province, and yat
churlishly refuses 1o pay any share of tle
cost of this common benefis. ‘Fhis is the
mean selfishness of a man who will nut
cuntribute to procute a benefis for himself,
merely because he fears that it may bene-
fit others a little more than it may benefit
him. Aunother objection is, that it isw
hardship to those who have. already edu-
cated theic families. The hardship in
their case is, that assessment was not ia-
traduced eatlier, before sheir children wese
arown up ; but that it was not givesthem
no just right to object now; more.espe-
cially as they will nat be taxed except for
their property, which is still interested in
education, and as they likely have an in-
terest in the education of those wlio ase
to inherit their property. It is evident,
however, that such an objection, if listen~
ed to, would stop all. improvement wliate~
ver; and that in one generativn afier the
establishment of assessment, it must vis-
tually disappear. We are also told thay
the cuuntry ia too poorto bear assessment.
Unfurtunately, this objection generally
comes from the wealthy, who fear that
their share will be large; and we must
bear in mind that unless both individuals.
and vations, when poor, are willing o
roake sore effort and sume sacrifice for.the
improvement of their circumstances, they
must ever continue poor. It issomelimes
asked, why has not the conntry availed
iwelf of the facilities for assessment ia
the present law?  ‘The principal reasons
are that, eveu in the districts which have
a large majerity for assessment, a trouble-
some minority deters the people fiom cas-
rying the law into force; and the waut of
a guarantee for the permanence of the as~
sessment, © uses many persons to object
that they may pay a tax now, and yes
have no secarity that the svstem will be
continued whea they themselves may re-
fquire its benefits for their childsen. Thess
reasons alene, irreapective of all others,
show that a general and permansnt mea-
sure 8 necessary 10 secure beneficial re=
.sulss..

The greater part of the objections made
proceed from timidity, ot from that ignos-
ant selfishness which cannot ace its owa
good it the good of the public.  Most of
thema are wall anawered in the extracts ia
othercolumns. One important tactshown
by thess extracts iv, that enlighteaed A~

}Wo aze told that j is 1 meas and ’pcupexJ

l:m:ricam stuibute the great prospetity of

Al
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training of the popular mind given by
their nuble system of free schovls, Such

viewa vebuke the ignorance of many per- | .

sons in this country, who speak of Ame-
vican industrial prosperity as if it yested
on protection, pesuliasities of political jn-
atitations and vther cautes, altogether se-
pondary and suberdinate to the training of
an intelligent, practital and thoughtful
peeple. . . .

The main difficulties are in the adjuste
ment of details; and to ubviate tlese, the
fullowing plan, proposed last winter tu
the commitice on Education, as the Jowest
ameunt that oduld prodace useful results,
is now publiehed fur the information of the
publio, and with the view of inducing the
feiends of popular education to make
up their minds as to the mode and extent
in which assessment could be introduced
into the noxt Educational Law; and to
express their views and those of ‘the peo-
ple generally to the Legislature in its next
seasion by returns, as numerously signed
as possible,

Principles onwhich assessment for the sup”
port of Schools should be levied in th®
Province of Nova Scotia, as submitted
dy the Superintendent to the Commitlee
on Educativn, for the consideration of
the Legislature and the country.

1. That, in order 1o secare the blessing®
of a good common school education to al!
the children of this Province, and especi-
ally to the childten of the poor, it is ne-
oessary thit the public schools should be
made free to all persons between the ages
of four and fifteen years.

2, That Assessment for the support of
achools should be made compulsury to the'
extent ‘of at lcast one Pound for each
pound of the Provincial Grant, or of about
five shillings for each persun between the
ages of four and fificen. It seems, how-
ever,;10 admit of doubt whether the as-

* ‘sessment should be made in Counties or

in ‘separate districts,.  The former of

these methodd would be the more equita-

blé, but the latter might at present he more
acceptable in some paris of ke Province.

The {ollowing vutliue of & plan is propo-

sed.

Assessment of each County it. an antount
equal to that of its provinoial grant for

“the support of Common and Graxmar
Schools.

The wholeameunt of the Provineial grant
fo be drawn from the Treasuty and dis-
tributed by the Commissioners at the
close of the winter hal® year, on their

* cenifying that an’ equal sum had: beea
" ‘assessed and was'in process of collection.

‘The sum'assessed. and-collesied from 1he
County or Comimissioners’ District, to
be "disuibuted by the Commissioners

* at the close of the sumxer lialt year.

Both svms to be distributed: among ‘the

" achouls ‘taught according to.lawy,’ in

"proportiog to the' number of pupils ac-
* 1udil¥ in'attendance, for 2 period of net
“Jess than fuar months in each half year,
"‘tegaid baing aleo *had o theelass or
““4fadé uf each achioul, and to thaasount

" of‘sdditienal salaty -voluatarily costri-

~“buted by’theé people. ’

The additional amount required- for the sa-~
Jarjes of teackers, to be eontributed vo-

. e o
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uxﬁ'a%ily“fa the sepdrateachool districts;
withee by assussment agreed to at meet.
-ings held for that purpose, or by sub.
agription,<=the Trusices to call. such
“meetings, 3nd to act ab-assossirs and’
-colleétors, and to receive a comminaion
on all suma cullecied by them, either
from persous asyessed or from aubscri-
bers, ' .

3, It seems desirable -that - inquiries

| should be condacted into tho-bew moude. - of

assessment, and if any altbration can be
oade in the present systew, so a8 o raisa
the requisite funds in 1 more €asy and
equitable manner. It veems' wisd Jesivs-
ble that, in the ocollectivn of that part of
the fund raised in the separate districts; a
method shuuld be adupted for recelving'
payment in farm produce, &c., acoording
to the practice in Upper Canada, and that
the Teacher’s receipt Le accepted by the
collecwor 1n proof thercof.,

4. Ministers of religion, publis and
private teachers, and widows having pro-
perty below a certain ampunt, should Le
exempted fram this compulsory assessment,

It will be ubserved that the above plan
is proposed as the minimum amount of as-
sessment that would be of service, and
would juslify the establishment of free
schools.  Vairious madifications of it have
‘been proposed at the public meetings of
the present year, to meet the circumstan-
ces of particular sections of the Province..
These cannot be discussed here, but wil}
as farwas pussible be attended to in prepar-
ing a proposal fur the coming session.

Should it prove impracticable to carry
even the limited assessment above propus
scd, the Superintendent is prepased to re-
commend that district asseesmeat siould
be encouraged, by requiring the cominis-
sivners to give an extra share of the pub-
lic grant to districis which may assess,
theruselves, and to withhold in proportion’
fiom those which do not assess, unless
they can truly plead the exouse of pover-
ty. That this. would be perfectly just,
can be easily shown. At prescot the
average attendance fur the whole Provipee’
is about twenty-fuur children per school,
while the average number. of children per
district is fifty-three. But in the. New
Fingland States where sssessment prevails,
the attendance is about seveniy-five per
cent, of the whole children, and often
more; and in Upper Canada assersment
is said 10 have raise. :he attendance!in
some cases &fiy per cent., and in others |
as much as thres hundred per cent. Take
for illustration the loweat increase, and
auppose that a district, by assessing itself,
and keeping a free achool,bribgs in swelve
additional popils from amopg the mere
seglecied children of the- district, thus
nising the averags atiendance o thirty-
six; does it not thereby eatitle itaelf t0 a
much Jarger share of provincial aid than
a neighborjog.dimrict in which, though
az equal sum te -raised for the teacher;.

8 aelfish system of suppost narrows the

benefit to twenty-four . pupile only, ' In
addition (o thie, the teacher in the distriet

in which assessrnent prevails, will by.the

inflox of-additional pupils have hia Jabour |

much increased.. It is zue that .cur law

at-present would sanction-the commission

ers in increming the allowance in auch J
}

eircumstinces; b’m‘-thin‘tl not-slways dones

- 4

and it is uot generally understond, Die-
triot asaessment would sherefore be much

' pramoted by the introduction of an express

ehaetiment to this efloct; and the Legista-
2ure should be prepared te give this boun-
12 on free_schouls, or rather | this_jyst re-
tnurieration for the additional ‘work thxs
they perfurm, if sssessinent eannot’be jn-
trodvoed-en-a-mere-geners! basis. - .
Thé sbove illustration of the eflect. of
avvessndent,  shbws. Low .-abisurd sre :the.
‘appreboasidns. enwenained by 1somq that!
Msdselniont :insy b gmiadea pretext *fos
withholding the Provincial aid, whea' ia

 truth & dchool - apported by asscssment

has a fac strodger, claim 'én the ' publie
funds than opne aupported va the inipropes
and selfish methyd of subscription “pes
schular. It alsu shows they 1ha warking
of assessment is eminently in favor of the
children of the poor and ignorant, al?d- not
by auy means, as some would insinuate, a
method ‘of relicving parents who c3n oa-
sily furnish education for their children.
Ttalso shows how unjustis the imputation
cast upon teachers, that iu advocating as-
sessinent they sevk only their own benefitg
whezeas if assessmieat gives them aures
or better pay, it also gives them increased
work.  Yet any good “teacher wquid
rather be the master of a goud and res-
pectable school, than of a small and comr
patatively iyefficient one, = =

Iy is.gvadent, howerer, that an assess
ment levied over whole eounties, ix og all
accounts o be preferred to one limited to

districts.  This is-proved not only by @Ris~

general considerativns as its more equita
ble bearing on all, its advantages jn rels
tion 10 pour districts, and jts more geperal
and coustant application, but.a)so by;tbe
experience of all countries in which acheols
are supported by assessment: - A: gemeral
ansesament,for cuunties or commissiohers
districts, on fair and, equitable piidc}iln.
should be tho first i’ of the fricndy of
education, ' e
. A wide diflusion of sound views.on this
important subject, aud a.powsiful pres-
sure on the Legislature at it nexs ves-
sion, are urgently requiired; and -com
wissioners, teachers, trustees and parents
should copsider, shat a specia) weight of
vesponsibility in reforence. 1o thoes.greas
interests of the risisg generation, that arg

-invalved ip the institutien of free pohools,

rests on- them.

If the proper exertions be used, there
scems.reason to hopp that this greatend
may bo at least partially atinined; batif
there be inaction at 3be-presens juveture
on the part of the frisnds of popalar sde-
caljon, we may be “assuted that the actix
vily of the selfish and the prejudices of
the ignorant, acting o 'the timidity & the
Tepresentatives of the mors winalightened
contituencies, will take-away svery-hope
of sucoces. ’ .

Jmarirures 0 Connericvt.~Four-
teen Tnstitutes, attended by twelve Hund-
red teachers in all, were held in this siate

in the yesr ending May 1851; -
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QUESTIONS 10 PARENTS AND
" GUARDIANS.,

1s thare & Schoul in aperation in your
Dtatrict? 4 sa, do youcr children attond
itroguinrlyt Is it mot sad i, Jun <Civil-
ued country at this perivd of the wotld's
history,and with a publia provasen fur the
suppart ef. Scheols, sy aeighbuurhood
should 40 dar ferged itn own interests as
A0 be for any oeueiderable tims destitute
of the weans of edueationt And is it
aet still more exil to see childien wander- |
g idly about, aud growing, up in igoot-
sace whon thets is a8 Schuul neag thexr
deot?

Are you tes poor tocnlabhsh a school!
Surely the united means of the “district

oxie du something towards it, and a really |.

poor district may receive some additional
sid feam thé public grant. If any maney
cen bo saved-from anythit.g not absolutely
mecossary, the educativn of the children
should receive a large shareof 1t. Itisa
puor economy to let the suil lie bairen, if
anry sacrifice can procure eerd for it; and
the cultivation of thuse rational powers
on which mao depauds for his progress
iw every useful effort, is of no less im-
portaace than that of the ground.

Are you » disunited people, and being
of ditferent minds on public or religious
grounds, or having personal quan'clo, de
you malke thata reason for neglecting the
osuse of education? Is it not truly wise
and reasonable 1o injure yourown offspring
because you hate y our weighbuur, or
think he hates you ; or to sacrifica the

reasts of the community at the
ohrine of pariy diference? . It is time

that this folly were at an end ; and that

all men felt that 1t is at once most credita-

ble and profitable to any man or party to
show by deeds that his views ot principles
do not prevent him from uniting withjothers
in advancing public interests. The mau
who refuies ta co-operate with thoss whu
are not his friends or not of his party,for
the common good, pursues a course at
ence traitoruus to his country, and sui-
cida! to himself and his party.

" Perhaps you cannot find a good teacher.
This is & serious difficulty. The work
-. of teashing i§ arduous and difficult, and

soquires great skill, patience, judgment
..and rectituds., It 132 great mistake to

supposo that laxy personis, or persons of
smalt 2bility, ate good enough to educate
aven small childzen. Itis gcod w have

& high ides of 1he importance of the teach-
.- a'soffice. . But let not this discourage.
Lot the Trustees make diligent enquiry,
. und bet the.people ofter as great induce.
monts a8 they can afford, and I have no
. .daubs some faithtul and cempetent maa or
weman may. be found. If not, perhaps
the commissioners or superintendent céuld
. fiad savitable peron. The dnﬁculcy
" should'inake you -appreciate the import-|
apoe ot 3 Normal , Schee), which.would
esable young pereons, perhape. from yoyr
@ disirich, on  easy. terms, 0 fit them-
wives fo: the work.

Poasibly there is a school in your die-
triet, but you are tog poor to take the be-
i 4plis of it;. or perhaps youw can pay fees
enly fora small part of, the year, or fora
postion of yous children at atime.. This
{5's o200 demandiog much sympathy, both

IR
oir fts owtr account und forthe sake of-the +;
country, The poor man who is bringing
up an induatrious, respuctable and intel)i~
gent family is a great benefactor to his
country, and if he be prevented from do-
ing so, not only he and his cluldren, but
the publlo tvo, experience aerious loas,
There is, however, at least one Iesourcs,
—~you ¢an sond: your children 10 scliool as
frce scholars ; and it is not a very ration.
Els pride that refases to do this when need
requires. The fact thut either you or
your neighbours may be in such-circums
stances, should at .Jeast induce you to
think of the importance of .having Frxe
ScuooLs, supported b7 a general tax upon
the property of the community.

But you cannot spare the Jabour of your
children, Inquire, however, if it be not
injustice to your childron, to break them
in to tha active wurl of life, before their
miuds and bodies have acquired sufficient

growih and training; would you break in
aiy domestic animal a0 early, “that its bo-
dy wonld he dwarfed and daformed for
life; and if nct, is it justifiable 1o stop
short the mental improvement of children,
and perhaps, by forcing them prematurely
into hard Jabour, condemn them for life
to the dwarfishiness of ignorance and m.en-
tal weakness that shall incapacitate them
from dving much good to themselves or
others. Remember that good schuol in-
struction is just as practical as the learn-
ing of a trade, and if your children must
work early, send them to school early,and
keep them {hiere constantly while they can
gv.

But perhaps you have a school in ope-
rativn, and you are one of itssupporters.
In that case let us inquire into its coudi-
tion and management® Do you often vi-
sit it to inquire into its state? Do you
send your children regu. arly and punciu-
ally, and do you train them 1o respect the
school and the teacher, and to study dili-
gently whatever is appointed to them?
Is the teacher respected, encouraged and
supported as the importance of the work
demands, or are you so foolish as to sup-
pose that any man can labour from day to
day, with energy,devoticn and faithfulness,
amid chilling neglect, at “‘thankless work
for scanty pay."

Is the school housse a good. building,
comfortably seated and well ventilated?
Has it a space of ground asa play ground
for the children?! Is it suﬂiclently sup-
p.led with fuel, and is itin its internal
cleanliness and neatness fitied to givathe
caildren high ideas on those subjccts} Is
it provid=d with Llackboards, wall maps
or globes, aud are the pupxl- well gup-
plied with books? Is itin short, such a
plaoo that teacher ‘and pupils can : rk
in'it’ wnh ease, eomfoxt and animaiipn !
Look in ‘meat time you pass, and ingpire
if these thinga be e0.  If not, thero is a
demand for exertion—public, united and
earnest exsttlon--to remedy thess dJofi-
ciencies,
| Pethape you may be disposed to inquire

~—**what have you (0 do with me and my
children! may I not .do, with them as 1
plesse 1  True, they are your own, but
the laws of your country do not allow you
to destrov or degrade them, or to, brmg

RN
community,  The-laws enscied by your
countrymen, might indeed as justly pun-
ish. you for depnvmg your chiliren of the
means of instruction, as for malireating
or destroying them. The Jaws, howeyer,
providing means of instruction, trust to
your own aflection and good sense to uss
the facilities prepared for you; and- now
they only geutly- hiat 1o you, through the
officer sppointad to .the oversight of this
matter, the nature of Jyour dutivs, "and
ask you to employ a portion of your, tal-
ents, your 1neans and. your time, in the
great work of provulmg at, least a good
common school training for every,young
person growing up in the country, in or-
dor that the country may grow and flous
rish'in ail departments of.useful, and ko-
norable exertion, and that you. and your
children along with others :nay enjoy thy
benefits. -

THE RAILWAY & EDUCATION.

All parties seem .agreed that we muct
have the great British American Railway,
but little has yet been said_of an educa-
tional.elenent that enters Jargely into the
question of its ultimate success. Just as
in opening a canal between two seas, it i»
necessary to consider their relative levels,
0 in opening the great jrontheroughfares
of nations we must think ot the intellect-
ual levels of the countries which they
will connect. The result of this enquiry
will determine whether, as a people, wes
are to be the masters or the servants of
those- with whom we shall be connected.
O the one hand, we may see all positions
of respectibility and emolument, snd all
the most valuable resources of this rick
couatry falling into the hands of more jn~
telligent foreigners.—On’ the other we
mayfind ouiselves borne down and outvot-
ed byswarme of uneducated atrangers,—
The only effectual pieventive oi these
opposite evils, js good and universally dif-
fused education, such as shal! effectually
provide for the practical training of oux
vouth, and of the children of every poor
emigrant, 'With, or belore the Railway,
we shonld have the Frce School. This
alune can enable our young Nova Scotians
to stand excct in presence .of our enquir-
ing and intclligent New England neigh-
bors, and can break the shackles of ignor-
ance from the minds of every poor family
that may zeach our shores,

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

On the 2nd ‘July the curner stons of the
new building for the Provincial Normal
School of Upper Canada, 'was laid with
great ceremony, in puunee of the Gev.
General and 2 Jarge concounse of apecta-
tots. Jt is to be a noble bmlamg, of 184
feet frontage, and “will cos?, with its’site,
£15; 000. Lowet Canada, we'hear, has
given a grant for & similar ‘pnrpose.—
Conneeticut has just ‘dedicated s aplendid
boilding ‘1o the same use. Michigan and
Noith Carolina have each made appro-
priations for State Norinal Schools ;' and
Massachusctls whick alréady’ has !bree,
has ‘voted a grant'for 4 fourth. * So the
good work goes op, Nuva Scotia with-
out a Normal School, wilt soon b ‘béhind
svery other counfry that Kas 3 lyllem of
public mmucuon. :

therr .- .- bs,uatless orinjuripus fo, the Il
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We regret that circumstances hiave pro-
vented us from enlarging the Joura) fn
jts present No. In next pumber we hopa
1q inser{ a greater yariety of matter than
in the present, and togive some neat cuts
of inproved schuol-houses and farniture,

good salaries, It is said that we now |
pay liberally; that from one millien to
ene million five handred thivusand dollars:
are annually expendcd for Schuels and
Schoel houses in the State.  Dut ley us
cansider whas would be the atate el our,

Tho system of Frea-schivols in New
England is to be regarded, and is thers
reparded, as a great mora} puliee wirely
supparted by a tazon property, to preservy
a décent, erderly, and respectable popula~
tion; % teach men, from their oarliest

Teachere will pleass 10 obsmve that, as property, if the masses of the peop]e‘ehi]dhoud, their duties and rights;

1hic present number deals chiefly with the
people, they will do well in lending their:
_cwpiey tu frusiees, parents, &c.

were not edueated, 1t would evhh:mly'l
be insecure, entirely at the merey of an
illivevate, wnprincipled mod. Now, the
| property of the Siate amounts fo »ix

give the mass of the eswranmty a higher
sense of character, 3 mure general intelli-
genee, and 2 ~ider circumspeetion, o
make them underatand better the value «f

05" The Clerks of the several Doards hundred millions of dolfars, and the hold- | jusiice, order, and morat werth, atd moce

“of Commiziansts are requested to be pune-
teal i forwarding their returns to the'
Provincial Secrctary’c Oﬂlco, vn or lefore
the 31st Ducember, she lotrer if possible.
It ia believed that blank forins of the
commissioner*sreturn have been forwarded
to all the clexks,  1f any have not res
ceived copies, they will oblige hy apply-
ing for them in time.

Teachers whosa schools have been fit-
1cd wp with the improved furniture des-
cribed in the tract on ** Schout Architee-
ture,” will oblige by stating the fact in
their rsturns; and tho clerks will please
in such cases place the lotters ** N. F.»
'wppeaite the names of such schools,in the
solumnzof the Commissioner,s returns re~

. Jating to the school-houses.

Clerks of Commissioncrs will forward
“the minutes of the Public meetings in
theit respective districts,with the returns in

December, if not previously sent ln,

Since last No., Educational meetings
Thave been held in Antigonish, St. Mary? 5,
Guyshoro, Atiehat, Sydney, Margaree and
Port Hood, and e\-ening lectures have
“been delivered inv ariousparts of the eastern
counties. T short Tustitutes, attend-
od respectively by 21 and 15 toachers,
have been held at  Sydney and Yo
Houvd. Incrensed interest was manifest-
ed in  cducational  improvement iy
many places, and 2t most of the nieet-
ings wesolutions in faver of a Nuimal
Kchovl and general assesament were car-
ried,

et

Teacher's AssocraTioss.~— Sinee the
publication of our last, we have heard
of the orgsnization of Aesociationa at
Sydney, C. B.; Aylesford, Kings; and
East DPranch, Xust River, Pietou, Others
aa in proécss of formation.

Tho rules of Teacher’s Associations in
Halifax, Ajylesford, Durham, Liverpool
wd Sydney have been rccehed

[

- e o

Nor:tat, Scionts aND AsscIsMENT IN
Mzssacuusere.—DBejure the  establiahe
wmeut of Norma} Schools we had two
~cla..2s of teachers for our common schoolc;x
«or3 olass camo fromrthe colleges,” and
these, a8 & cluss, wero incompetent, and
failed, bgcause 1caching was not their ou-
sines; they were devoted 1o other purs
suits. Others grew upamong the schools,
and although these mmfused much encrgy
st the schools, yet as a whole they met
with co success for the want of a therough
maatal training.  We have now estab.
Jished Normal Schiools for the purpose of
raixing vp a successivn of Teachers, and
whea the profession is formed wo must
support it with money. for after all, itis
very much a matler of muticy, Goud
sbilities cannot be commanded withiett

‘ers of it are irteremed in ns sesurity.—
Althongh the puor man desives incalecla-
ble advamago fiom edacation, and from
lmn" in an educaled commvunity, vet,
mpp:nmely he is little benefited. ‘The
,education of the whule people i3 pecu-
]larly advantageous to the wealthy. Preo-
perty holders then should be the warmeat
friends of popular education, aad should
be willing te pay a fair pec eentage fur
the security which is so valuable te
them.’——[Gov. Boutwell, Mass-

That parent whe refuses to send lis
chilfdrew to the schools established and
opaned in his neighbouthood, does to
thoso children a cruel injustice, and com-
mits a flagrant wrong upon the communi-
ty and Siate,

1le may be allowed to make his home
he dark abude of ignorance and stupidity
1o those children intrusted tv kis cate by
Providence ; but surely he has no right,
when they ate grown up, tu send them
forth into sucicty vicions men and weimen,
to corrupt it by their example, or disturh
its peacc by their ctimes. I is alike the
interest of the individual and of the public,
that every child within the limits of the
Commonwealth, should reccive the price-
less blessing of a Common Schoul educa-
tion.

This has been the theory of our educa-
tional laws fium the beginning. And,
practically, every year, thonsands of the
children of the poor participate in their
benefits.-—(&ov, Briags, Massachusets,

—

For the purpose of public instruetion,
we hold every man subject to taxation in
proportion to his property ; and we look
not to the question whesher he bimself
have or have nuot children 1o be benefited
by the education for which he pays. We
regard it 2s a wise and liberal system of
policy, by which property and life and the
pcace of avcicly are secured. We seek
to promote in suine measure the extension
of the penal cude, by inspiring a salutary
and conservative principle of virtue and of
knowledge av an car]y age. By geneml
instruction, 9 s s fur a3 possidle, to
purify the whoule moral atmosphere, to
keep good sentimests apdermost, and
to turn the strong curreat of feeling
and opinivn, 33 well =3 the eensures of
the law, against immorslity and erime.
And knowing that our government rests
directly on the pablic will, that we may
prescrve it, and endeavor to give 2 ssfe
aud proper direction to the public will.
It is every poer man’s uadoubted birth-
tight, it is hia solacean life, and wellmay
it be his consolation in dcath,that biscourn-
ity stands pledged by the fajth which it
has plighted to all its citizens, to protect
his children drom iguorsnce, barbarism
md vxce.—[Danqu Webncr.

:.‘3.., a

anxious and vigilant te suppert them.—
{Loudvn Journal of educarion.

Tax Tracuere's lsravirer. — Aud
never sav, © Teacher! that the untoward
wBuences of suciety are ao many, aud ihe
unfaithfuluess of parenty so great, and
your pupils are so short 2 ume undeo
your eare, that yuu ean do nothing. You
can do mueh; if you were a thoussod
times less potent than you are, you evuld
du wenders. A little unseen rill creeping
aleng throngh the grass will make o
green strip of velvst wherever it goes, —
‘Fhe far off siars,whose light hus ro trave}
long thuusands of years and aerves 2 muy)-
titude of adverse eurrents to teach us,
every evening halp w light the labores
fromn bis field of teil to his eauch-of repose
These embleas teach as how much wa
can dv for lear.ung, for vittwe, for veli
gion, if we exert a eorrect and steady is-
fluence, and zeck to shine like lights in
the world. Wae desire nut betler praise
than that of the Hebrew woman. of ol

¢ She hath done what she could.” Are
you douing what you can in behalf of a
rcorrect mural traising of the thousands of
kpupils in our schotls.

Inesveser oF & Crran Scnoor-novex.
— A neat, clean, fiesh-zired, sweet,
cheerful, wellsarranged, and well situa~
ted house, exercises a moral, aswell as a
Fphysical influence over ils inmates, and
makes the members of a fainily peace~
able and eonsiderate of the feelings and
happiness of each other; the eonnexion is-
‘obriwus between the atate of mind thue
produced, and habits of respect for othexs
and for those higher duties and oblipa~
tions which no Jaws can enfutce. On the
contrai:, a fillby, squalid, nexivus dwell
ing, rendered still morc wretched by ite
noisome site, and in which none of the
decencies of life can be ebtained, contris
butes to make its unforturate inkabitonie
selfish, sensual, and regardless of the
feelings of each other; the eonarany indul-
gence of auch passivna 1enders them geck~
less and brutal; and -the tramsitien is
natural to propensities and habits.incom-
patible with a yespect for the property of
others, or for the Jaws.—{Cem. School
Jour.

Puwcrmm" ¢ T give it aaid 11w
late Rev.Dr. Frick, **as my deliberate and
solemn convietion, that the individwal who
is habitually late ia meeting an sppoiute
ment, will never be respeeted ‘or succesa-

ful in life,® -
NOTICE-

To avoid mistakes in directing, all the
copies of this Io. for the teachers, Lave
been scnt to the clerks of the Districta,
who will please direct.and forward them
by wail or etherwise as may be most cont
venicat,
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