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34
§. 8. LESSONS.

Select Notes on International S. 8. Lécsonx,
by the Rev. ¥. N. and M. A. Pcloubet.

Lessox XI1. Maircu 18,1877,
Tux Seirit oN Erisua.—2 Kings 2: 13-25.

18, 14, He took up, alsu, the mantle of
E ijuh. So, us Elishn took up the wrophet’s
mantie and tarned his steps homeward, he
gave proof of h s fuith in the pledge he had re-
ceived by repeating Iilijuh’s wonder that he
might r-cross the Jordan.

15, Thesons of the prophets which were
to view at Jericho.  Litteraisy, “which wore at
Jericho opposite.”

16. Lotthem go and seek thy master. Yet
these men cou d not sealize the stupeudous
wonder that had taken place. Elijuh had not
died ; he was still in the body ; ho was tuken up
by the winds : might he not be cast down again
in somo place where he might stand in need of
their asistance ?

17. They soughtthree days. Fifty men search-
ed three fiuitless days and then returned.  Let
us hope this result helped them to lofiier and
more just views of what Ehjah's translation
significd.

19. And the men of the city said unto
Elisha. Perhaps it was the authorities who, in
the name of the cit,;, addressed themselves to
Elisha, who now” stood at the head « f the
prophets, and whose affable disposition had in-
spired them with confidence.

20. Bring me anew cruse, and put salt
therein,  He heard them, and desired them to
oring him a new dish.

21. The spring of the waters. Modern
traveliers speak of a fine spring yet flowing
near Jericho, which may be the one here
spoken of.

23. And he went up from thence unto
Bethel. This, it will he recoliocted, was a
seut of the worship of one of Jeroboam’sgo'den
caives, the inhabitants of which were therefore
doubtless  very corrupt in  their religious
noetions and services.

24.  Cursed them in the name of tne Lord.
On this one oceasion only do we find Elisha »
minister of vengeance. Perhaps it was neces-
sary to show, at the outset of his carcer as a
prophe:, that ke too, like Ehjah, conld wield
the terrors of God's judameats.

Lessox I, Apnind, 1877.

‘Tnz O1. Incrrasep.—2 Kings 4: 1.7.

1. Now..acertain woman.,  The Jews have
& notion that the husband of this woman was
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noother than Obadiah, the well-known irtend-
ant of Ahab's household ; and they suppose
thut the dubt waus incurred while he maintain.
cd the Lord’s prophets in a cave.

.2. Hath not anything. ...save & pot of oil.
Orcruct of oi!. ‘I'his comprising her whole
stock of domestic utensils, he dirccts her to
borrow empty vessels not a few; then, seclud.
ing herself with her children, she was 10 pour
oil from her criise into the borrowed véssels,
and sel ing the oil, discharge the debt, and
then maintain herself and fumily with the re-
mainder.

3. Go borrow. The command o. the pro-
phet puts her faith to the test in a double sense.
e told her to borrow all the vessels she could
of her neighbors, and then to pour out from her
vessel of oil into those she had thus borrowed
until she had filled them all.

4. Shat the door upon thee. Let, us note
also that this was a homo scene, adapted for
the best home influences. “When thou art
come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thyself,
and thy sons, and shalt pour out unto all those
vesseis,” ete.~none present save thyself, thy
sons, and Goi ; and the door shat.

6. Amn:l the oil stayed.  ohe pat her own
limic to what she received.  Bvervthing sho
broa sht to receive the vil in was filled. ~ And
80 willit ever he with us.  God gives us allthe
blessings it is possible for us to receive,

7. Of whe rest.  The woman would not
make nse of that which had come into her
hands by the interference of the prophet, with-
out asking directions from him.

" Lessox II. Aprii 8, 1877.
Tue SnuxaMymTe s Sox. 2 Kings 4: 25-37.

25. So he went and came unto the man of
God. Without mentioning to her hushand the
death of the ¢hi d, the believing Shunammite
brinas the body into the chamber prepared for
Elisha, lays it on his bed, reqaests her hushand
v sendan uss witha lad to lead and driveir, on
which she should rde (as is still customary in
the East), and hastens to the man of God on
Carmel, notonce intimating the object of her
journcey to her inquiring husband, in order to
lose no time, nov atlow hersclf to be diverted
from her purpuse by his possible ohjections,
or to waver i her confidence in the wonder-
working power of the prophet.

26. Itis well.  She answered, “Itis well;”
but at the same timeshe rushes up the “hill’”
and scizes the prophet by his foet.

The

27. She cunght him by the feet, cte.
falling down, clasping the feet, ecte., uro

actions witnessed every day in the East,
28. Did Idesire ason of my Lord?  Thou
didst promise hjm to ine of thine own accord.
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If forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right kand forget her cunning. —Psalm 137, 4-5.

SERMON

BY THE LATE PROFESSOR CRAWFORD,
OF EDINBURGH.

“Ye arc rur epitle writes in cur heasts,
known an’ ‘ead  f 'l men; fo asmuch as
ye are m.nifestly de-lured to e the epist o
o: Christ minis ered by us, wr tten not wita
inY, but with the Spirit of the living God;
not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of
the hewrt.”— 2 ConriNTuIANS, iii. 2, 3.

The Apostle Paul, i writing to the Corin-
thians, had frequent oceasio . to vindicate him-
self from the aspersions ¢ st o him by certain
false teachers, who called in questio. his
claims to the Apostleship.  Among other
arpuments to which he appealed in confirma-
tion of the authority of his sacred offle, one of
the most forcible was the practical result with
which Ins lakours in that office had been at-
tended. He was willing to be tried by no
less severe o test than that which his heavenly
Master had furnished when, having issued 1iis
warning againsr false prophets, He added, “by
their fruits ve shall know them e felt that
no other evid nee was needful than that whick
the hearts and lives of his true couveits might
abundantly afford to prove that the Lord,
whose he was and whom he served, had owned
and singularly biessed his mimztrations.

“Am ] notan Apostle 7’ we find him argu-
ing in kis for - or Episile, “ Are not ye”—cven
ye—“my waik in tho Lord? If I'be notan
Apostie uuto others, yet doultiess I am to
you: for the scal of mine Apostleship are ye

_inthe Lord.” ~

To the tike purpose is his argument in the
pacsage before us. “ Do we,” he#had asked in
the preceding  verse—**do we begin again to
commend ourselves? or need we, as some
others, cpisties of commendation 10 you,

the chanee that had been wrought in them,
dispute his claims to the office he sustninea ?
They were themsclves the seal of his Apostle-
gether unnecessary.  For, us he adds in the
text: ¢ Ye are our Epistle, written in our
hearts” (or, as some manuscrints Have it,
“written in your hearts’ ),— ¢ Yo are our
Fpistle, written in your hear s, known and
read of al men; for as much asg ye are mani-
festly declared to be the Episle of  hrist
ministered by us.”

‘I'his was indeed an argament for his Apos-
tleship, the force of which it was not easy 10
call in guestion. -His faithful converts posscs-
sed in their own experience, and openly ex-
hibited in their consistent lives, n proot that
his labours had tru'y heen accompanied with
the power and  demonstration of the Holy
Spirit.  Whatev-r his enemies and detractors
might suy against him,—as not having “ com-
panicd” with the other Apostles from th- be-
giuning—as not having been in the first in-
stance nominated, like the suceessor of Judas,
by the vuice of the assembled Church—as hav-
ing 1e.ently been o blasphemer and a persccu-
tur  or asotherwise lacking what they may
have conceived to be pro_er signs and creden-
tinls« o a ! ivine commission,—the faithful
Christings at Jeast hnew in themselves, and all
who candidly observed them avere obliged to
ackeowledge that Le had, of a trutk, been in
theie enve a * chosen vessel to bear the name
of the Lord betore the Gentiles.”  Whether he
had other swarks ot the Apostleship was 10

them, sceordingly, u matter of comparative
imliflerence. Oune thing they knew, that

whereas they weie onee blind, they had now,
through Fis insnumeniajity, been made 1o see.
He had teen the means of awakening and con-
verting thew ; of torning them from darkness
unto hght, and from the pover of Satan unto
Gud.  aAnd Low then could cither they who
had experienieed, or others who had observed,
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letters of commenduation from you?’ ¢No,
truly,’ he leaves them to answer,  Any such
testimoninl wax, in the ircumstances, alto
ship ; and what other geal then was necessary
to attest it 7 They were themselves the Epistle
of Chirist ministered by him; and what other
letters of commendation need he bring to
them ¢

Ir wonld he well, truly, if Christiars in these
days would enable those who are set over
them in the Lord to make uny sueh trinmphant
appeal #8 this.  We might in that cace slmost
venture to disnense with o her areuments for
the warrant of our ministry. Tor who shall
repudiate that which God is pleased to own ?
Who shall reject as aitogether invalid those
mi- istrations  which Ie s pleased to bless for
the edifving of the body of Christ ?

Whether the preacliers of His Gaspel be
able to plead the aucwuity of the Chureh with
which theyare connecie { or irs indenendencs
of the kingdoms of ti.~ workl, orits exact
contormity, even in the m’nd test points of outs
ward form, to the pattern ot the primitive agez
—whether they ~an trace their suthovity asits
pastors to the suit and calling of the people, or
to their own connected suceession reaching
hack nhroken to the davs of the Apost'cs,——
these, truly, are points of very secondary im-
portanee as  compared with this other and
mych more momentons question.  Whether
they have heen in any wise instrnmental in
bringing men to the knowledge and belief and
ohedience of “the truth as it isin Jesns?”
So long as it can be said of Zion: ‘this man
and that nan were horn in her, - these thoneht-
less sinners were awakened, these proud heirts
were  humbled,—these hioken spirits wero
comforted.—these saints of God were sanet*fied
more and more, and led more fully and vichly
to adorn themselves with all the graces and
virtues of tho Christian life,”-~i* matters littlo
what elsc may be left unsaid.  To ali other
questions we might then be eontent to reply,
“We are not carcful to answer you in these
matters,’—here are our proofs, nur practical
and solid proofr, that the great Head of the
Church is fuifiiling to us His own promise,
Lo, [ am with you always, cven unto the
end of the world,”—here are the seals and
credentinls of our ministry, by which you may
see that He has owned it and made it effectual,
—herc are the best of all letters of commenda-
tion to you, even those Epistles of the Lord,
wri‘ten in the hearts and lives of our belicving
people.

It isnot, however, merely in this lizht, as
living evidences or séals ot his ewn Apostle-
ship, that Paul hers appeals to the fuithful
members of ths Corinthian Church. The
tdtimony they bore to his own successful

-
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lobours amo ¢ them, was cf very 8- hordinats
value in his estimation to the honour and
praise t ey reflect d on his Divine Master, It
was more from a regard to tho interests of the
Gospel, than from uny private and persnal
con'iderntions, that he ronght o vindicats
tic nuthority of his sacred office.  Nor
could he cven forget thar in all thut he had
tieen hononred to wo, he was but & humbie in-
striment in the hands of God.  Accordingly,
while he here <peaksofthe Corinthiansa being,
in a certain suhovdinate sense, his own Fpi-tle,
he is careful in the very next elause 1o repre-
sont tnem in the far higher charact rof Epistles
of Christ.

How this character eame to he poesessed hy
them is very plainly stated in the -ext. The
Iop stles of Christ + ro ““ written, not with ink,
but with the Spirit of the living God.”  Iois
the wiiter of them,- even the Ho y Spirit,
whose speeinl tnetion ir is, as the Scriptures
teach us, to testify of Christ and 1o g'orify
Him, by takive of that whichis Christ’s and
showing it unto ns.  The ageney « £ human
instruments is indced employed, for Paul
speaks of these Episiles of Christ as “ minister-
ed by us.”  Butitis the power of Divine
arace that gives to the “um n instruments all
their efficrey.  Withount this, the most able
and carnest minist ations will carry no con-
viction to he eonscience, and make no asting
impresgion on the heart.  Paul may piant, and
Apollos may water, but it is God aluno who
can give the increase.

It is on the inward character and disposition
that the influence of the Spirit is here said to
be exerted.  The Epistles of Christ are nog
written, like the law of the Ten Command-
ments, “ on tab'es of stone,” bur “in fleshy
tables of tho heart.” The wor: of Diviue
grace is altogether spiritual. It has, ahove
all, to do with the heart, which, hard and im-
penetrable as it may be in its nataral state, is
softened and made susceptible of holy impres-
sions, by [lim who has nceess to it, in ways
that we know not of, and who is able to change
and mould it as 1le may well.

But then, though the work of the Spirit be
thus inward, its practical results are ontward
and apparent.  Out of the keart are thoe issues
of the life- ¢ Thefrait of the Spirit” is mani-
fest, and “isin all goudness, and rightcous-
ness, and truth.”  Accordingly, Christians are
represented in the text, not only as Epistles of
Chuist written on the heart, but as muanifestly
declaring themselves to be so, issomuch that
they may be “ known and read of ail men.”

Su h, then, being the pecalar charaeter
ascribed im this passage to all real Christians
the question very naturally arises. In what
respects does this character bolong to them?
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What is there to bo recn about them, that
should make such « little as this fitting or ap-
propriate ?

An “ Epistle,” a8 we all know, is a written
eommuunication of the mind of the author to
those whom he addresses, conveying to them
his wishes, informing them of his circumstan.
ces, disclosing to them his purposes und ex-
pectutions, imparting to them his insiractions
and advices. It is but o substicure for his pers
sonal and lamiliar converse,—by which, when
distant, hie is brought nigh,—when out of
sight, ho is recalled to re :.einbrance,—and by
which he may ever hold intercourse with
those who have never scen his ** face in the
fio-h.” :

If Christians, then, be Epistles of Jesus
Chyist, what information do they bring from
Him t> men around them 2 What are their
contents?  \What may we learn from them
respecting the mind and will of the Divine
Author from whuom they proceed ?

This is a wide question. It would far ex~
ceed our limited time to show you n detuil the
purport of these living Bpistles, Al we can
now aim atis a very brief outline of some of
the chicf heads of intelligenice which are cons
tained in them.

1. One thing that may very obviously bo
learned from them is, the pracueal excelence
and influence of the religion of Christ.

In so far as believers are enabled, by the
grace of God, to live in accordance with their
principles and professions, they exhibit to all
with whom they associate a living proof of the
Guspe'.  ‘They show both what it is and what
jt is able to do. They menifest the sanctifys
ing influcnce of its truths, ‘They illustrate the
purity and holiness of its precents.  They res
fute, in the most satisfactory manner, thoso
g oundless charges, with re‘erence 10 “ts pracs
tical tendency, which unbelicving men are
fain to bring against ii. They prove it to e,
not only a doctrino of the freest grace, but at
the same time, a &- ctrine of the purest godlis
ness,—repressing  every sinful desire, and foss
tering cvery virtuons disposition,—promoting
the. best interests, spiritual and even temporal,
at once of those by whom it is ecmbraced and
of all with whom ia the bonds of society they
are connected, and tending to make the * man
of God perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.”

And, traly, it would be difficult te overrate
the value of that testimony which would be
borne tothe truth of God in the midst of an
wnbelieving world, were Christians in their
daily sondact as carcful as they ought to be,
to -do cubstantial jastice to that heavenly
Master whose followers, nay, whose Epistles
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they are called.  Oh, Brethren, did men but
secour blessed veligion visibly and  palpably
embodied in our personal characters—woré
they but forced to look at it, not in the shape
ot abstract doctrines or dry precepts, still less
in that of Liteless forms ur hollow piofessians,
but warm with life, instinet wit « power, breaths
ing, moviny, acting in the midst of them —did
they but sce it opening the darkencd mind,
softeaing the stony heart, tamiug the stabborn
temper, reforming the vicious lite, teaching us
10 1ive as brathiren in unity, and to walk in
love, as Christ also loved us—did they but see
it shining forth dn all the beaaties of meeknese
and humility, patience and contentinent, gen's
tleness ad torbearance, charity an. benevos
lonce,—might we not hope that even the most
prejudiced amony them would then be cons
strained, 1f not to love, at leust 1o honour it 2
Would risey not be led wore carcfuliy to con~
sider, und more candudly to weigh, its claims
to their nceeptance ! Wou d not he persuass
ion iuvoluntarily flash upon them, that surely
such a religion as this—a religion so pure, so
beneticial, so lovely—cannot be the truit of
base artifice ov of gross delusion, but must be
the very truth of God, aud worthy of ull aes
ceprativn by 1lis creatures? Aud by the
Divine blessing, might they not at len th be
brought to love it, to confide in it, and to
obey it,—to the glory of tiat God in whose
gooness it originated, and by whose grace it
is seen to beso effvctunl ?

II. Another thing that may bo learned
from the character ot believers, considered as
Epistles . f the Lord, is, the greatness of thas
change which sinners must undergo in order
té) dﬁt them for inheriting the kingdom of

od.

The Ncriptures speak of this spiritual change
in lauguage exceedngly foreible nnd empuatie.
They speak of it a3 a *“cracifying of the
flesh,” a *“ dying unto sin,"—a “yrencwing of
tha spirit of the mind,"—a “ealling out of
darkness into marvellous light,"—a ¢ pucting
off of the old man with his deeds, which are
corrupt, und a putting on of the new man,”
formed afier the image of Christ, They liken
it toa ‘‘new birth,” a “npew creation,” a
““ resurrection from the dead.”

In doing so, however, the statements of the
written Word have much need of confirmatioh
by the living Epistle, inorder to gain a ready
entrance into the heart. The doctrine the
revenl is most unoalatable to worldly men. It
humbles their pnde. It offends their pres
judices. It aims the axc at the root of &ll
their cherished sins. *° This is a hard saying,”
they tell us—“ who can hearit #”

Nor is there anything that tends mate
lamentably to strengthen their unbelief regards
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ng this important matter than the inconsistens
cies of some who assume the Christian ame.
‘When worldly men sec thatnot a fow of thoce
who make high profession of religion,
and talk perhaps very fluently and
platsibly of their Christian experience,
differ so little in personal character
from themselves,—'vhen they find these
high-sounding professors of Chri.tianity
juat as self-seeking in their aims, as am-

. bitious and covetous in their disposition,
as narrow-minded and uncharitable in
their sentiments, as fretful and peevish
in their tempers, or as frivolous in their
pleasures and gratifications ns others
who make no serious profession at all ;
—they are led to think that men in their
natural state cannot surely be so very
far from the kingdom of God as the
Scriptures represent ;—they are apt to
setdown all that the Bible teaches re-
garding a “new creation,” or a “resur-
rection from death in sin,” to the account
of poetical licence or oriental figure, or,
it may be, of fanatical exaggeration and
extravagance ; orat all events, they are
tempted to conclude that the application
of such strong statements must be con-
fined to the vase of mem who, like the
primitive converts, have been recently
turned from the abominations of heathen-
ism, and that a very great deduction
must be made from them when applied
to such as have been born and educated
in a Christiax: land.

Such i¢ the not unnatural inference of
worldly men when witnessing the incon-
sistencies and grievous shortcomings of
many nominal Christians. But let them
once be brought into close contact with
those who are Christians in sincerity
and truth,—let them but peruse the
characters of those who may truly be
entitled Epistles of Jdesus Christ,—and
then, how different is the impression that
is made uponthem! They now see
that there 18 & reality and & power in
the work of Divine grace which they
never before imagined. They now see
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that there is a mighty and most essential
difference between the children of light
and the children of this world, of which
they had formerly no adequate concen-
tion. To be a Christian,—when ihey
look at these fair though still imperfect
patterns of what a Christian ought to be,
is not now in their eyes so simple a
matter as they once thought it. Itis
not the mere assumption of a name,
however honourable, or the mere assent
to & creed, however sound, or the mere
observance of a round of urms, however
solemn, or the mere utterance of certain
conventioutional phrases, however ex-
pressive. They now see, that to be a
Christian is nothing less than to be a
man renewed after the image of Churist,
—to have the likeness of Christ im-
printed on the soul, and the life of Christ
manifested in the mortal body,—to be
of the same mind that was in Christ
Jesus—thinking as He thought—loving
as He loved—going about, as He did,
doing good,—learning of Him to be
meek and lowly in heart,—taking up His
cross, denying self, and following Him.
They now find that the character of a
true Christian, with all the imperfec-
tions that cleave to it in this life, is one
with which they themselves have no
real sympathy or fellowship ; and hence,
that they must be much more incapable,
until some very great change has been
wrought in them, of holding fellowship
with the spirits of the just made perfect.
And thus are the words of Christ
brought home to them, and far more
powerfully impressed upon their hearts
than they could be by the most forcible
verbal demonstrations, ¢ Verily, verily,
I say unto you, “ Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.”

The Presbyterian body of Charlotte-
town are collecting subscription for a new
kirk on the site of the old one on Pownal
street, $14,000 have been raised.
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MADRAS.

DEATH OF THE REV. P. MATHESON.

From the Home Record.

Just four months ago, in Edinburgh
and Glasgow, meetings were held to bid
God-speed to two missionaries going out
to India— one the Rev. J. F. Campbell,
from- the Canadian Presbyterian
Church. who was to labor in connec-
tion with our Mission at Madras; the
other the Rev. P. Matheson from our
own Church. They arrived on 6th
December, and two days afterwards
" Ir. Matheson wiote to the Rev. Stew-
art Wright, of Blantyre, reporting his
arrival, telling how pleased he was, in
going through ths school. with the or-
derly 2nd intelligent demeanor of the
the boys, and mentioning his intention
of visiting, along with Mr. Sinclair, the
out-stations of Arconum and Vellore.
“Everything,” he writes “is new to me,
and it will be some little time before I
get to know the details of the work. I
trust I may be able to make myself use-
fol in various ways, and look forward to
having much pleasure in she work.”
But his anticipations were not to' be
reasized- On 20th January a telegram
was received, announcing his death ; and
a briefletter, of same date, from Mr.
Sinclair, has intimated that the cause
was cholera, after an illness of about 24
hours. It isone of the sad concomi-
tants of our accelerated telegraphic
communication that since receipt of the
message, letters have arrived from him,
written in excellent health and in good
spirits, in which he was looking for-
mard to his work in the Institution,
when its labors were resumed on the
23rd January, after the Christmas va-
cation.

Mr. Matheson was a native of Sel-
kirk, of which pavish his father has for
many years been an elder. After being
engaged for some time in teaching, both

publicly and privately, he was licensed
to the ministry, and acted as assistant at
Kirkhope and Foulden. Subsequently
he was appointed i0 a military chap-
laincy, and while at Southamp'on in
this capacity was selected for the vacant
appointment at Madras ; but in the mys-
terious  dispensation of  God’s
providence ;he has been cut off
Just as he was preparing with joy-
ous anticipations to enter on his
work. He leaves behind him a wid-
ow and two children who went with him
to India. We commend to the love
of Him who is the Husband of the wi-
dow, and the Father of the fatherless,
and to the sympathy and intercession
of .he Lord’s people, the family thus
early deprived of their head.
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The FWonthly Becoed,

MARCH, 1877.

In a statement prepared on behalf of
the Presbyteridn Chuarch in Canada,
signed by the Rev. G. M. Grant
and others, iad published ;n the Janu-
ary namber of the Home Record and
partly reproduced in our own Re-
corp for the informati.n of our people,
the following sentence occurs:  “In one
county of Nova Scutia, settled chiefly
by Highlande.s from thie North of Scot-
land, are ten ministers who still retain a
nominal conneetion with the Church of
Scotland.” Ouar ministers and people
have all along believed that the connce-
tion claimed is a real,not a nominai one;
they believe vo still, and they mean to
protect themselves against all or any in-
dividu ‘1s who may endeavor to deprive
them of the use and e joyment of the
appelation, *In connection with the
Church of Scotland.” Moreover e
mean to'shew that our claim rests not
on a shadow or a sentiment, but on good
and substantial grounds,a few of which
it may be interes.ing to our readers to
indicate :

1. So far back as the year 1829, a
Presbytery was formed by Min sters in
Pictou County, regularly organized, rec-
ognized by the Church at home, and
bearing the name of the “Presbytery of
Pictou, in connection with the Church
0° Scotland.”

2. F:rvery many years past the ex-
pres-ion in question has been constantly
employed, always without the adjective
nominal, not only in document: sent by
us, but in documents sent to us, ry
the Colonial Committee and by Presby-
teries of the Chuxrch at home.

3. In their report to the General
Presbytery in May last, the commitiee
use this language : “With brethren con-
tinuing to maintain their connection
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with the Church of Scotland, the rela-
tions of the General Assembly have dur-
ing the past year, remained, of course,
unchanged.” The adjective nominal
seems not to be so well known to the
respected  Convener of the Colonial
Committee, az it is to our Canadian
Brethren. There are Scottish Presby-
terians abroad, but they must remem-
ber that the schoolmaster is abroad also
and he hhs taught ns to decline the ad-
Jjective “nominal.”

4. We are almost ashamed to be
mentioning facts that no one can think
of disputing, but we must add one more.
When our church in this province was
weakened at the Disruption, oureopplein-
steadof “notbeing a letostandaloot from
the greatcurrentof'chure’ -life inthe coun-
try,” did stand aloof and- steadfastly re-
tained their connection with the Church
of Scotland. In particular in the year
1853 —Rev. Messrs Pollock, Ilerdman
and McLean, in addition to Dr. MceGil-
livray being now in the field, and
others soon to arrive, our ‘Church be-
came much stronger, and our cause
greatly flourished. With the avowed
aim of'stil} further strengthening our
branch of the Church, four young men
were sent home to be educated n Scot-
land. Iathe early part of 1861 the
Presbytery had the great joy of wel-
coming them back again as ordained
roinisters of our church. The Presby-
tery of Glasgow, by which they had
been ordained, wrote thus regarding
them : “When eight years ago these
gentlemen (Messrs, Cawmeron, Grant,
McGregor and DMcMillan,) came to
Scotland to prosecute their studies at
the University of this city. we hailed
their arrival as a cheering sign of the
Nova Scotia branch of our beloved
Church, We have wnatched their p'o-
gress through college with the greatest
interest, and have observed with sinzere
pleasure the distinguished appearance
they have made, * * *
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~ We regard it as a token for good ns
respects both the present condition
and the future prospects of our church
in Nova Scotia, that you are thus rais-
ing up teachers from within  your own
body, &e.”

Tue Presbytery of Glasgow should not
have been suffered to fu.l into  so great
a mistake as to speak of *ihe Nova
Scotia braunch of our beloved Chureh,”;
“the future prospects of owr church.”
Mr. Grant and his companions are de-
scribed as having made “extensive, ac-
curate and substuntinl acquiremients ia
literature and philosophy,” and surely
he was quite well qualified therefore to
explain that there was no branch of the
Church of Scotland in Nova Scotia, but
only a few “Highlanders from the Norih
of Scotland” who pleased themselves
with the name.

Having sard so much, we wishto add
that we have no liking fo  discussions of
this sort: we merely write in self-
defence, and having indicated pretty
pluinly bt the language complained of
in the document of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, gives just cause of
offence to a large body of their fellow-
christians’ and  fellow-countrymen, we
trust it will be withdtawn or at least
avoided in the time to coine.

TFinally we quote and endorse the
words of our Zlume Recordin the March
number : “It is an ungracious task to
draw attention to the foibies and preten-
sions of other churches. Kvery church
does well to look at home and consider
the weakness of our bulwarks more than
the faults of its neighbors.  No one can
accuse the Church of Scotland, us a
w: ole, of' a disposition to meddle with
its neighbors or . flaunt its pretensions
in their face, and where its position and
claims, both spiritual and legal are often
seriously invaded. Itis far more dis-
posed to leave matters alone, conscious
of the fairness of its own attitude to-
wards all the sects around it, and as-
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sured that in the long rur public opin-
jon will do it justice—aa  assurance
which has been justified in no small de-,
gree during rec.nt years.”

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTER.

“I need not tell you,” writes Dr. Nor-
man McLeuvd to brother George
*which profession I love mnst. T would
not exchange my profession for any on
earth. Al T have seen'of the world in
courtz ah-l camps, and abread, in Iur-
ope and Ameriea, ally all makes me
cling to and love it the moze. My love
to 1t is daily inercasing. I bless and
praise God that be has called me
to it, I find in it work o3t congenial
to my whole Dbeing. It all at once
nourishes and gives full scope to my spi-
rit. It alfords hourly opportuuities for
the giatification of ny k.cnest  sympa-
thies and warmest affections. Tt enza-
eessmy intellect with the lottiest inves.
tizations which ca v demand its - xereise.
Ie presents a field for constunt hetivity
in circumstances which are ever vary-
ing, yet always interesting and never too
burd:nsome to be borne. It enables
me to bring to Iear all 1 know, allf :ic-
quire, all I love, upoa the temporal :.ad
eternal  well being  of my fellow-
men, and to influence their peace aad
good for ever, itbrings e into con-
tact with high and low, rich and poor,
in the endearing and  interesting re-
lationships in which man .can stand to
man; a sharer of their joys and sorrows,
a teacher, a comforter, a guide. Do
you wonder that with all my care and
anxiety (which are indeed worthy of
man) I should be happy all the day
long? I envy no manon earth except
abetter Christian. A minister of the
gospel !  Kings and princes may veil
their faces before such a profession.”

his
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PRESBYTERIAL VISITATIONS.

In addition to those indicated in our
'ast, the three other visitations at which
we were present were New Glasgow,
stellarton, and Pictou. At the two for-
mer, nine out of our ten ministers were
sresent.  With the exception of New
Glasgow all our charges in towns and
villages were virited in the evenings.
On Tuesday Feb. 6k, Mr. Galbraith oc-
:upied the pulpit of St. Andrew’s church
New Gla~gow and preached an eloquent
-ermon fiom the text.  “For we walk by
iaith, not by sight,” 2 Cor. 5: 7. This
was the first occasion on which the con-
Iregation has been examined since the
appointment of Mr. Coull as minister.
[t was gratifying to find that under the
present pastor, matters ave in the same
vigorous and Lealthy state #s they were.
wont to be under Mr. Pollok. Sabbath
school, Bible class, Prayer meetings, all
flourishing. A large increase has like-
wise been made to the communion roll

SteLLARTON—In the evening, St
John’s church was comfortably filled by
seven o'cleck. The worthy pestor of
McLennan's Mountain conducted Divine
Service and preached from Mark 10.
29:30. “And Jesus answered and said
verily I say unto you, the:e is no man
that hath left house or brethren &e.”
Both here and at New Glasgow, Rev.
Mr. McMil'an acted as Moderator, and
refaced the examination with a few ap-
sropriate remarks. All the questions
vere answered in the most satisfactory
sanner. Members of Presbytery all
cemed to regard Stellarton as a model
-ongregation. They seemed to regard the
oastor as another Daniel, of whom we
read that the presidents and princes
“‘could find none occasion nor faplt; for-
asmuch as he was faithful .”

Pircrov was visited on the last night
of February, the bright beautiful moon-
light enabling a number of the congre-
gation from the country to attend, as
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well as those in town. Afler Divine
Service, conducted by Mr. Galbraich,
Mr. Coull took the Moderator’s chair,
and a most satisfactory examination was
proceeded with. Mr. Herdman, though
having seen his quarter of a century of

_service in this field, can still keep up

with the youngest of the brethren in
vigorous energy, and answered his ques-
tions with all the precision of a youth-
ful scholar saying the shorter catechism.
At all the three places Mr. Duna
advocated and explained the proposed
sustentation scheme which has been
everywhere most favorably received.

YOUNG MEN'S BURSARY
SCHEME.

Before the disruption of our Synod
there was no scheme of our church more
generally successful than the Bursary or
Young Men’s Scheme. It is an old
scheme, having been established in 1855,
and the one by which our firstfour young
men were sent to the old country, and
educated. Every successive relay has
drawn from its resources and been in-
debted to its assistance ; so that the good
it has effected is invaluable. For the
carnal things our people have sown they
have received manifold spiritual—living
peachers to perambulate the country and
proclaim the word of life. Has not that
scheme, then, been profitable ? Now it
is proposed to revive this scheme in con-
nection with our Presbytery, and that
for two reasons, first, because a church
without a scheme for educating its youth
for the ministry is incomplete ; and
secondly because we have not at present
as many schemes as we had formerly
and we may well afford, therefore, to add
this one.

First, it belongs to a church to seek
out qualified youths, and rcar them for
the minisiry. She slovld early ask
“who will lend their famuels unto the

Lord?" ard take ncte of suchas ¢xhibit
ary special fitness for the sacred service
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And when she gets hold of such, she
ould let them know that she will con-
to their material support so far as
is necessary for their Col'egiate and
Theological training; and for this end
she must have a Bursary scheme. If
she does not she must abdicate her office,
or her faith in the congregations to raise
the mea s. Either is dishonerable ; let
us therefore revive the Bursary scheme
which has been so successful in the past,
and whose coffers were so richly re-
plenished. No scheme so popular as
this, and none so well supported. Besides
there is now occasion for it when we are
told of young men at the Hall studying
for the Kirk, and know that others are
in the Arts Course for :he same object.
Moreover we must make provision year
by year for fresh recruits ; there must be
new relays from time to time. Add to
this that we have fewer schemes than
we used to have, too few for a church
that would prosper in the country—
fewer it is confessed than other churches.
Whercfore, let us add this as a stated
yearly scheme for church collections,
and “God speed the enterprise.”

A. W. H.

'

Eneumies.—Have you enemies? Go
straight on and mind them not. If they
block up your path, walk around them,
and do your duty regardless of their
spite. A man who has no enemies is
seldom good for anything ; he is made
of that kind of material which is so easily

- worked, that every one has a hand in it.
A sterling character—one who thinks
for himself, and speaks what he thinks—
is always sure to have enemies. They
are as necessary to him as fresh air;
they keep himalive and active. A cele-
brated character, who was surrounded
with enemies, used to remark :—“They
are sparks which, if you dv npot blow,
will go out of themselves.” Let this be
your feeling while endeavoringto live

43

down the scandal of those who are bitter
against you. If you stop to dispute, yoo
do but as they desire, and open the way
for more abuse. Let the poor fellow
talk ; there will be a reaction if you per-
form but your duty, and hnndreds who
were once alienated fiom you will flock
to you and acknowledge their error—
Alexander’s Messenger.

St. ANoreEw’s CHURCH,
Pictou, Feb. 28th, 1877,

The usual quarterly meeting of the
Presbytery of Pictou was held here this
day, Rev. Geo. Coull, Moderator. with
whom were present Messrs. Herdman,
McMillan. Fraser, Stewart, Dunn, Gal-
braith, Mackichan and MecCunn, Minis-
ters, and Messrs. Campbell, (New Glas-
gow), McPherson (McLennans Mt.),
and Baillie, (W. B. R. John) Elders.
The minutes of last quarterly meeting,
as also of meetings at Rogers Hill, Jan.
11th, and New Glasgow Feb. 6th, were
read and sustained. The following
documents were laid on the table and
read by the clerk viz:

1. Extract minute of meeting of the
Colonial Committee, dated Edinburgh,
15th Nov., 1876.

2. Extract minute of meeting of the

Col. Com., dated Edinburgh, 17th Jan,
1877.
. 8. Petiton from 29 Residents of Fish-
er’s Grant, praying the Presbytery to
organize them as a station and grant
supply.

4. "Petition from 96 residents of
Sutherlund’s River, Vale Colliery and
vicinity praying the Presbytery to organ-
ize them into a congregation under their
care and in connection with the church
of Scotland.

The Presbytery proceeded to the con-
sideration of the petition from Fisher'’s
Grant and after hearing full particulars
from parties interested, it was moved by
Rev. J. W. Fraser, seconded by Res.
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W. McMillan and agreed to that “the
Presbytery having received an applica-
tien from certain inhabitants of Fisher’s
Grant. asking services from this Pres-
bytery, and certain documents having
becn laid on the table, showing that the
adberents of the Church at Fisher’s
Grant are entitled to the use of the
church there for one third of the time,
this Presbytery agree to grant the requst
of said applicants.” The following ap-
pointments were accordingly made :
Fisher’s Grant, Sab. 18th March, 8 p. m.
Mr. Herdman.
15th April, 11 a. m.
Mr. Mackichan.
13th May, 11 a. m.
Mr. Dunn.
With reference to the petition from re-
sidents of Sutherlands River, Vale Col-
liery and vicinity, the Presbytery asreed
to meet at the Vale on Wed. 14th March
at 11. a. m., and the clerk was instruct-
ed to forward extract of this minute to

113 & &«&
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both the Kirk sessions of McLennan’s -

Mt., and New Glasgow. Mr. Dunn to
exchange with M. Stewart, on Sab. 11th

March, and make the announc ment of

the above meeting at the Vale®
A request was made by Mr. Alex.

Baillie, on behalf of the congregation of

‘West Branch, River John for 1he con-

tinuance of the monthly s'ervice by Mr.

McCunn. Request unanimously granted.

The Pres. also agreed e hold a Presby-

terial visitation at Wett Branch, River

John, on Tuesday 20tsh March at 11, a.

m. Rev. Mr. Coull tio preach.

The following appontments were made
for the quarter, viz:

Earltown, Sab. 25th March, Mr. Fraser.
(Mr. McMillan to preach at Roger’s
Hill on that day.)

Falls, Sgb. 15th April, Mr. McCunn.
(Mr. Fraserto preach for McCunn,
on that day at West Branch River
John. Mr. Herdman at Rogers Hill.
Mr, Galbraith, at Pictou.)

Earltown, Sab. 13th May, Mr. Stewart.
Thke Presbytery agreed to meszt here

to-morrow at 9 a.m., and appointed the

next quarterly meeting to be held here

on the last Wednesday of May, and  this

sederunt was closed with the benediction.
R. McCuxn,

Pres. Clerk.

St. Pavy’s Caurci, E. R.

On the 15th of Jast month St. Pauls
congregation held a meeting to consider
the progress made by the building com-
mittee and ascertain their indebtedness.
The mecting was large, harmonious and
enthusiastic. The trustees reported that
they were fortunate in being able to pro-
cure a lot of land for a glebe, the land
being of good quality, and in a very
eligible and convenent situation. M.
S. Fraser, building commissioner, sub-
mitted a very full and elaborate report
of the work entrusted to him. The
debt incurred by the purchase of the land
and the building of the munse will
amount to somewhat about $2600, the
mention of that amount would have
stunned an ordinary congregation of
equal numbers, but not a head drooped,

not a face paled, nor were there any
other symptoms of discouragemen: mani-
fested at that meeting. A subscription
list was then and there opened, and in a
few minutes, morc than half the amouny
was subscribed ; several of the best
members were unavoidably absent, who
will add their share; and it i3 hoped
that with a little outside aid, in a com-
paratively short time, St. Paul’s congre-
gatio:: will be rejoicing in possessing a
manse and glebe, having few equals in
the Presbytery, and free of debt, thus
showing what e¢ven an apparently weak
congregation can do when they give a
long pull, a strong pull and a pull all to-
gether.—Coar.
East River, March 8th, 1877.
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NOTES OF CHURCH WORK AT
IIOME.

I. SMALL LIVINGS.

Th ere has been considerable  activity
within the Lounds of the Church during
he puss six weeks. An  influential
meeting was held at Rothesay on  be-
~ alf of the Association for ~ Augmenting
the Smaller Livirgs of «he Clergy. The
position has not substantia Iy changed
our appeal on the subject in - September
last.  Only about half the minimum of
£10,000 a year, required for the pur-
poses of the Associatien, has been rea-
lised. There is still a great deal to be
done, both to increase the muin Fund
and it is to be hoped that so important a
matter may be prosecuted with unaba-
ed zeal.
INTEMPERANCE QUESTION.
The intemperance question has been
actively engaging the attention of the
Church and the public.  After a length-
en>d and interesting discussion, the
Presbytery of Edinburgh, on the 18th
of January, agreed-to the report pre-
pared by a Committee of their number,
and recommended that attention should
be permanently drawn to the subject
from the pulpit, and “all wise means nsed
for the prevention” of intemperance, and
the reclamation of the intemperate; and
that the claims and circu nstances of the
young should have special attention in
the matter. They also recommend
more general instruction in domestic
_economy, whereby the houses of the
working-classes may be made more com-
fortable ; and that better places and
means of recreation be provided; and
that temperance societies be formed in
every parish, as approved by the Gen-
ereral Assembly.
11I. BIBLE CIRCULATION.
At a meeting of the Scottish Bible
Society, held in the end of January—
r. Grant in the chair—it was reported
that 8455 complete copies of the Scrip-
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ture, 4530 copies of the New Testament,
both with-Scotch metred Psalms and
Paraphrases annexed ; or, including por-
tions of the prose Psalms and of the
New Testament, in largs pica type, 14,
854 copies of Iloly Seripture, in whole
orin part, had been circulated, being
748 copies over the circulation of last
year. As thosecopiesarecirculatedat less
than half the cost price, the balance lies
to be made up from the Society funds——
an urgent motive to liberality on the
part of all intererested in so important &
matter.

1V. ENDOWMENT MEETINGS.

Meetings in aid of the IFndowment
Scheme have bean held at Perth and
Ayr, Waybole, and other places. It is
a matter of profound sorrow that thess
meetings have been rendered necessary
by the serious illness of Dr. Smith,
which has terminated fatally since we
began these mnotes. Ilis loss to this
great S heme isirreparable.  There ars
few men who lived more thoroughly for
the Church, or whose place it will ba
more difficult to supply.

At the meeting at Ayr, on February
7th, both Sir James Fergusson and Sir
W. Cunninghame were present and ear-
nestly urged the claims of this Scheme.
Sir James called attention to the mannee
in which the Endowment had followed
the old Church Ixtension Scheme, in-
stituted and urged forward by Dr. Chal-
mers; to what the Free Church had
done to0 supply the spiritual wants of the
country, leaving however, still a great
deal to be done: “Whui must be the
state of so large a number of people
without the guidarce of religion?” He
begged the mecting to consider what
great disadvantages clergymen labored
under who had no scttled endowment
There was an apostolic injunction rest-
ing on allto provide for their clergp
There were no circumstances in which
there was more need for an educated
clergy, than in the case of those whe
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were uncducated. What was now aim-
ed at was the endowment of an addition-
al 100 chapels; so, inasmuch as the
members of the Established church en-
joyed peculiar advantages for themsclves
they were specially bound to provide for
their poorer brethren. ‘The endow-
ment, in already adding 250 new parish-
es to the 924 previously existing, had
done well ; but work of this kind would
always remain to be done by the Na-
tional Church, with the increase of pop-
ulation, and the changes ol its chief
eentres.

Tne Lare Dr. Symita—The
Church has again to mourn the loss of
one of her most distinguished and  hard-
working ministers, Few men have, in
fact, been so identified with the recent

history and prosp. rity of the Church -

as Dr. Smith of North Leith. [Iis
name and labours hav~ been prominent
in almost all departments of Church
work, and especially in connection with
the remarkable suceess of the great En-
dowwent Scheme, of which he has been
Convener since the death of Dr. Ro:.-
ertson i~ 1860.

Dr, Smith was the son of a farmer in
the parich of Pettinain, in the Upper
Ward of Lanarkshire. After having
received his elemeniary cducation at the
pari*h school, he uttended the Univer-
sity of Ediuburgh. and afterwards under
the Rev. Mr. Chalmers, and afterwards
under Principal Lee.  One of his class-
ellows during hi~ college carcer was the
Very Rev. Principal  Tulloch, with
whom there sprung up - warm friend-
ship, which ever afterward contirued.
Dr. Smith distribuied a great deal of
ebarity ina quict way, tke donor often
being unknown 1o the recipients of the
reliet, and bis death wijl+ Le fcdt Ly
mavy a poor fannly in North  Leith.
He was assiduous in the dis harge of all
the duties connected with his large par-
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ish, and he visited wherever he thought
he would be receeived, and whenever he
was sent for, whether by members of
his own church ornot. He was assis-
ted in these dutics by a very large stoff
of office-bearers—elders, deacons, visi-
tors, and collectors, the whole member-
ship being visited a: least once a month
by some one, and monthly collections
being made for several of the schemes of
the Church. The crowded state of his
church and his large eongregation testify
to his popularity as a preach-
er. lle was neverknown to use notes
in the pulpit, and he delivered his vig-
orous addresses almost extemporaneous-
ly. At the present tune there are near-
ly 2300 persons on the roll of the
church. In 1862 the number who
were present at the Sacrament was
about 1300 ; in October 1876.the num-
ber was 1531,

His business cap..city as exhibited in
the Supreme Court of the Church, secu-
red duc recognition, and hence he was
appointed join'-convener of the Kndow-
ment Committee of The Chureh of Scot-
lar.d some years befor Dr. Robertson’s
death  On that event taking place he
became sole convener, and acted for
several years along with Mr. Macduff,
of Bonhard, as vice convener in  the
work of' the committee. Some idea of
the amount of work performed by Dr.
Smith, and the success with which it
has been aceomplished. will be obtained
when we mention that there have  been
253 parishes added 10 the  Church  of
Scotland through .he operations of the
comnm’ttee (192 sinee Dr. Smith was ap-
pointed convener), at a costof a0 less
than £885.,300. To that sum has to be
added £41,000. the value of «ndow-
ments provided in many cases beyond
the minimum stipend of £120 fixed by
statute, making in all £926,590. The
tota’ value of the churchies (with manses)
during the last twenty-five years i giv-
en,at a Jow estimate, at no less than £1,
673,500,
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29, Salute him not. The commentators
comPare Luke 10: 4, very pertinently, It is
not that the saluung wouald occupy uny appre-
ciablo ttme, but salutation is the forerunner ¢f
conversation, and one bent on speed should
avoid every temptation to loiter.

31 The child is not awuked. Some com-
mentators conclude from this expression that
the child wus not actually dead.

83. Aud prayed. Prayer was the only
remedy in such a caso as this, klisha knew;
prayer like that of Elijab, the “effectual fervent
prayer of & righteons wan,” which “availeth
much.”

34. Aud lay upon the chitd. Prayer does
not exclude the use of other means. Elisha
may have been divinely directed as to those
which he should employ, or he may have con-
scionsly imitated the act of Elijab (1 Kings
17: 21,) oniy prolonging it, becuuse it had no
immediate effect. It is clear that he did not
work the miracle with the same rapidity or
with the same ease (so 10 speak) with which
Elijah wrought his parallel one. -

85. The child sncezed seven times....and
opened his eyes.  These were the first acts of
restored respiration, and they are ascrived as
sucvessive steps.  Headache was the beginning
of his iliness, and this is wont to be relieved by
sneezing.

——

Lessoy ILI. Aprrin 15, 1877.

Nasax tae Leeer. 2 Kings5: 1-14.

1. The proud general. Naaman (pleasant-
pes~}, - Captain.  Commander-in-chief ; a post
needing great physical endurunce as well as
courage,

Had brought away captive....a little maid.
We are now introduced to the seeond persvnage
mentioned in t e story of Syrian the leper.  She
is as obscure as the first is exalted.

8. She said uuto her nustress.  This brove

little m.id had fasth that the prophet ofher God
and o! her native 'and could recover her master
from nis foul malady.
- 5. A letter. Naaman, on communicating
the matte to his roy:l master, was immediately
turnished with a etter to the king of Lsracl, and
set out to Samaria, carrying with him, as an
indispensable preliminary in the Last, very
costly presents.

7. When the king of Isracl had read the let-
ter, he rent his clothes. According to an
ancient practice among the Easte.n people,
the main ohject only was stated in the letter
that was carried by the party concerned, while
other circumstances were left to be explained at
the intervicw.  ‘This explains Jehoram’s burst
of emntiens,—not h rror at supposed bias-
phemy, but alarm and suspicion that this was

merely made an occasion for & quarrel.

9. With his horses, his chariot. This simple
stroke of the pencil paints quite a striking an.
signiticaut picture. Naaman, you see, travels
in great state. Thoagh he was a miserable
leper, with whom the meanest of the people
would have disdaiued to change places, he sur-
rounded himsed with all tho sppendages of
wealth and rank.

10. Go wash in Jordan. Travelling with
Oriental pomp, wich his chariot aud horses,
attended by a princely retinuo of servants,
Nuaman doubtiess expeeted to make a decided
irapression upon the humble man of God. He
would have i know that it is no ordinary
person who visits and consults him. It is the
great gencral of the Syrian army, the favorite
ot the sovereign, a rich and distinguished  per-
souuge, who solicts the prophet's aid.

11. He will surely come out to me. In the
East a code of unwritten iaw prescribes exactly
how visits are (o be paid, and how visitors are
to be received, according 10 the worldly vank
of the parves,  No doub: according to such a
code, Eisha should have goue out to meet
Nuaaman at the dour of his house.

12 Abana and Pharpar; or “Amana and
Pharpar,” acco:ding to another ren ing. Itis
generally agreed that the Abana must be the
Barada, or true river of Damascus, which,
rising in the Anti-Libanus, lows westward from
its foot and forms the oasis within  which
Damascusas placed.  There is no ressonable
doubt of the idenufication, natw:thstanding
the complete difference of name.  With respect
to the Pharpar, there is great difficuley in de-
ading.  Various sccondary streams water the
D.mascen® piain, but none stands ount pre-
eminently fiom the rest us a “river of Damas-
cus.” O1 the whole, the Awaaj has perhaps,
the best claim to be viewed as the second river,
and pending further investigation, may be ac~
cepted &3 most probably the Pharpar,

13. And his servams came near, ete. It
was a happy thing  for Naaman that he had
such good advise:s. It does not always fall to
the lot of great men to be thus 2uided. Nasmao
listened to the counsel of his aitendants, His
own good sease confirmed it.  He fo lowed the
direction of Elisha.  With a simple faith giv-
ing w a'l his preconceived notions, humbly
submitting himseif to the guidanee of the pro~
phet, he went anal bathed in the Jordan. Seven
times he repeatsd his ablutions, and at la-tthe
pligue spot vanished (rom his body, the ulcers
ware healed, and his discased flesh made fair
and sound as thae of a childd  He came very
near the loss of his cure. Had he been left to
follow his own impulse and the promptings of
his own proud heart, e would have died @
miseruble deuth.
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Tt bas been arranged that Tha Momﬁhly Ras0rd of the Church of Scot-
land, in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and adjoining provinzes shall be continued
as last year. ,

Ministers will be kind enough to see that arrangements are made in all our
eongregations to have a gurseriter in every family according to the
following terms :— :

Parcels of & Copies to onexd dress, ----+-«-+----$1.50.

Parcels of 10 Cories to one address,-.--«-------$3.00.

(With an extra copy gratis, as formerly.)-----. .

Single copies (throughe Post Office,) post-paid, $0.50.

Agents will please obssrve that there is no gratis copy with parcels of FIVE.,

£& Communications for insertion, as well as letters on business to be
addressed to 4

BEV R. MoCUNN, River Jobn.



