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DIVINITY,
" ‘BY J. EDMONSON.
v , rov. xv. 7.—The lps of the wese dispe,se Knowledge.
E [Concluded.]

+ F. Tog pI1«pZRSI10N OF KNOWLENGE BY THE LIPS OF
i THE WIsE.
Divine providence, for wise and gracious purposes,
- hus cudowed tnen with the power of speech, where-
' by thsy cab communicate their idgus to one another,
= with clearness and precision.  Without this faculty,
iznorauce would sull hold its gloomy empive oves
the human mind, and reen would stand nearly on a
- level with the brute creation.  But by this heavents
. #ift, there is a mutual communication of thought:
light is added to light. and the geueral fund of kuow-
ledgo is astonishingly increased.  This contibutes
largely to the stock of human happiness: for the wise
enjoy the oxquisite pleasure of communicating hnow-
ledge, nnd the ignorant that of recciving instenetson.
When this blessing is wisely improved, it conseys the
reatest good, but when abused, it becomes a dread-
ul scourze.  T'he arise in heart shall be called pru-
deat: and the sweetness of the lips increaseth learnuns,
But an ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his lips
there is a burning fire.  Prov. xvi. 21, 27,
Wise men carcfully improve the gift of speech.

Having acquired arich store of useful hnowledge, i time he carefully points out their weahnesss, fru)-
it is the delight of their hearts 10 disperse it abroad. | ties, corruptions, and sins; and direets then to loch

That they may dn so in the best way, they prepare

tv the ficld of the world, to sow the vsetul seed Bur
as the husbandman considers the quality of the seil,
end the sced that is proper for it; <o the wise man
considers the capacities and dispositions of men, and

and good spreads knowledge abroad that is suid,
clear, and winnowed clean from the chadl of obscuri-

ty, levity, or error.”  Such knowledge hnproves the
understanding, amends the heart, and reforms the

life: while that whichis mixed with error, or which
is unskillully arranged, .spruads darkuess over the
understanding, creates disgust, and produces no goud
froit.  On hearing erroneous and unskilfal teachers,

we arcled 10 inquite, in the language of the bord 10

Job, 2ok is this that darkneil rounsel by cords with-
out knowledge?  Job xxxviii. 2.

Some men of weak intelleet, ardently desirous of

public opplause, disperse foolish conjectures, and
doubtiu} opinions; pretending to explain what all
wise men havo over deemed meaplicable.  Aveerd-
ing to their account, they perfeetly understand the
mystery of the Trinity, the scerct counsels of God
hofore the foundation of the world was laid, the fore-

knowledge and deerees of Gad. and the nature of

the invisible world,  Nearly allied 2o these aro our
famous deulers in Allegories, by which they can

prove any thing they please. A single metaphor, in: wide world is your partsh, and the ends of e carth

their zpprehension, may have twenty different mean- | sour circut.

ings. Is Christ compared to the vine 7 They tell
,us the comparison holds good in us many particulans
“es the vine has properues.  Are good men culled
sheep?  In oxplaining this fizueative allusion, they
give us all the properties and peculiarities of that
aniraal, afirming that cach is included in the neta-
phor.  Perhaps the idea intended to be conveyed by
the comparison is overlooked, and the sense of the
-passage, as well as its beauty and strength, entircly

0823 and thus the holy scriptures are pesverted, and
the multitude misled, merely to display tho inventive
{aguhy of @ weah and vain teachor.  Commonsense,
without much leaming, will care this cvil.

lup. by a hving faith, to the Lord Jesus L
their knowledge for dispersion, as the husbanduian ) full salvation hoth from the zudt, the dominon, and
epares his seed, betore he scatters it in the field. pollution of sin. He makes known 1o tem the

r . ;
F}y careful study, they seleet what is useful, arrunge | ddurable verfections of God, the charaeter und of-
their plans of communication, and then go forth m- | fites of Jesus, and the nature and opesation- of the

Igoes from house to house, as the pastor of his flock,
what kind of knowledgeis most likely to promote "‘“““?r.i"‘e‘s' the serds of knowledge with hl’{""dl hands.
their best interests.  Zarah. the root of the Hebrew | He visits the a_lck. the !mh(-rlcs} aud the wigow : and
word, which our translators reader disperse, signifies ; pours mstruction nud_ consolation mte therr troutded
the spreading abroad that kind of knowledge which, hc.ms: Whcen h‘e mnes w “h, company, '",ﬂ'c pr-
it clear and well winnowed.  Therve 1s evidendy an !,“f‘“‘ circles of f"‘c"‘ls'"l’g lic is not out of his work.
allusion to corn which has been made cléan by the | There he watches for suitable oppurtunities of con-
fan, before itis used as sced. Holden, in his para., veying inswuction to all around. He does not, like
phrase of this verse, says, * The speech of the wise: @ stein inquisitor, or a jeswtical hvpociite, pit on

R is the proper business of n Eowpnl Vonseter to
disperse knowledgo.  This s bis lugh ealling
and, to eusure suceess, lie enciches his pwn mind |
with valuable treashires of sacred hanng.  Labe- !
vious and painful studies in the closet, prepare him
for the pulpit, from whenee he dispeises knowladge
largely, both to saints and sinners.  Under his win-
istry, christians in every state, whether babes, youug
men, or fathers in Christ, are taught these thmgs
whick pertainto the kingdomot Gadi. e is lix un-
to @ man that isun houscholder, which biings fo. kot
of his treasure things new and ofd.  Maut. . 52
‘That this is the design of Gud, wm the appointment
of the ministry, is clearly evident:  For the Leiest’s
lips should keep knowledgs. and they should swk the
Lue at his mouth : for ke is Messengor of the ord of
Hosts.  Mal. it 7.

From the pulpit, a Messenger of the Lord of
Hosts, explains and enforces dnine connnauds,
opens and applics precious promises, and states the
awful threatemngs of his God. Iy this means the
careless wre larmed, the fearful arc encourased, apd
the pious are edificd.  1le teaches his flock to pray
to Gud for a supply of all their wants, te priso lim
for ali their enjoyments, and v all things to love,
honour, and obey him. He teaches them how to
govern themselves and their families, awil how to
pertorm every social and cisil duty. At ue same

.

hist for a

Holy Ghost.
Buta prescher of tho word of God, does not con-
fine his mstructions to the palpit.  He frequently

sloomy and melanchely ars s £or tue, m his wppre-
hension, would render uo service to the cause of
truth.  You sce him cheerful without fiothy ievity,
and serious without gloom or aelancholy. The
manner s which bo disperses knowledze, on these
oceasions, is notstilf or forinal, havghty or overbear- |
mg: but casy, atfable, and sweeily engaging.—
While he conducts himself upon this plan, he is hon-
oured in all companies as a pleasant companion. a
faithful friend, or a venerable futher.

If it be enquired, where 2 minister of Christshonld
disperse knowledge, the answer 15 obvious: the
whole world is before lum, and be is commisioned
(0 preach the cosped to every creaiure.  Mark xvi. 15,
VWhen he talhs with men or women iu tho house, or
by the way, Jic should endeavour to pour hght it
iheir mnds ;s that no ene may leave him,” unless
1t be his own fault, without some degree of mental
impravement.  One, perhaps, objects to du tius, be-
causc he is not in his own parish, and aaother, be-
cause be is not in his oo orcait: Boss you, the

You should be iike the sun w the fir-
mament, whose woing forth is from the cad of the
iwtoen, and his circuit unts the ends of it. Ps.xiv. 68
Providence may send you to the east or the wesi, te
the north or the south: but you will not be seut ont
of the field of action, until you are ealled 0 a better!
warld. Go ferih, therefore, in the name of thic Loid,
abide in your work, aud feuve the event to him.
‘Thus you will five respecied, die fantented, and your
memory will be precious. .

Wihile the mimsters of religion are cmployed in
di-nersing knowledgo, (';ious pavents and heads of
families are wstrecting thoso childi-n, servants and
other domestics who are placed under their iinme-

diate care. Childien, whea they came avothe world,
have every thing to learn. ‘1o teach them geeesse
oy traths, i a plan familiar way, s the delightful
task of pradent parcuts. - Memabcervauts, genevally
speahing, e eatremely ignocant. Masiers, who
reap the advantage of their lal ours, are bound, nos
only to afford them sublicient snpport, but to teach
them good things,  Indesd, all who live  er the
soof of @ wise man. are sure U unprove m hnow-
Wedge. What avede field of wsefulid <ty hum
i his own habitanos ! May the Leads of fanilies
eriously comsiter thist and humbly pray foe wisdom
to direet them in thes important work ¥ Thar sta-
tion in life is truly bonourable s may it prove exeei
stvdly useful !

Wise tutors, who are entrusted with the eduea-
tion of youth, are hounurahly emplused in the dis-
persion of knowledze. s no ohyeetion that they
teach for hite s for that is ahsolutely nedessary m
the presentstwre of things. Without @ just retnune
ration of their babuurs, xi:cytm:nut Five; and o shis,
as well as in other ermployments, The ladourer 1s
worthy of his crecnt=d. 1T, vo 12 "Those totors
wha are traly wice, do not confine the instractions
1o literary suljedts: the linportane of kaly living
forms a considerad e part of their pizn. “Fhere ave,
indeed, many pecsons craployed in the tition of
young people, who e vold of true wisdom them-
selves : but what pradent pasent would venture to
place his childven under their care U Let all who are
eiployed jn this way, cow-ader the high responsshy-
lity of their prefessiezn, both o itielates to this world,
and that which is 10 coue: wud let their first cave
be, to atain that wisdom wineh will vender them
useful to the pupils in parucalar, and to socicty in
general,

There are mary wise inen, in the private walks
of life, who disperse know ledge without noise or os-
tentation.  Actoated by puie benevolence, they do
zood on a small seale, with heartfolt satbsofactiog.
‘Though ohscure, ind nenoticed, by the world, they
have a eirele of reliiives, fiiends, and acqgumntanee .
and, however small that citele may be, they Iahour
in it with considerable sueeess. ‘The seeds of knew -
ledge which they seatter, frequently tzhe deep raot,
and produce gocd fruit.  in ‘the day of judgment,
when the seerets of men’s hearts shall be roveale,
thousands of this description will appear with hon-
our before the judge.

A wise man disperses knowledge whers it is most
f:d.e His labours we not confine 1 to ono sect of
professors, o3 to one class of men.  Lils countryme
i generzl, and thoe of his own et in partsenta,
clam his fisst care: but at the same time, he cares
for men of cvery country, and of every seet. Wle g
divme Providence opens his w ay, he s as wiling 1o
inatiuct the savage lndians as the most poiite une
refned panons. — He loves all the human race,
whether they live on continents, or in the isdands | f
the sea: and whether he iy placed with cluldeen or
adules, he sl preceeds in his waork.

An exprrienced teacher, carcfully considering the
states and wants of those who Learken 1o his conn-
sels conveys that kivd af kamelvdgechich he deems os.
sentislly necessary, 1o promute tiewr hest intevesis.
Their intellectuad powers, iuclinations, tempers, ind
prejudices, are vanious; but having an extensive and
mitute acyuzintance with hanan nature. he s abne,
to surmount these diflicultics. Thus the aposile
Paul, whose tadcats as 2 public 1cacher cannot be
calied in question, carefully studied bwnan nature,
and prudently adapted his discourses to the circom-
stanees of those who heacd ' m. I refeicucee to
tus he says, Do the weak b _we I as uvak, thet 1
mizhs gain the week : 1 em made all things to cli-
mett, that Laignt by all mee s save some~1 Cor.
x- 220 This was the plan of the other apostles, who
were constantly weoning wery man, sad teaching
cvery man in oll wisdom that they might prezcnt every
man perfect ia Christ Jesus.  Col, i. 23,

The motites of a wise man, in the dispersion of
knowledge, are pure and honourtle, 1lc is not in-
fluenced by a love of empty fame; which, in bis

S
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viow of things, is only ashining bubble on the waves.
Nor is ho influenced by u love of sordid gain. What
ho desires, as to this world, is, plain food and raim-
ent; the rost hio loaves to tho covotous, proud, and
voluptuous sons of fully.  But ho is influenced by an
ardeat dosiro to promoto tho good of men. It af-
fords him more pleasure to sco them happg. than to
fool himsolf great; and ho rejoices more abundantly
in their prosperity, than in the possession of houses
and lands.  Another motive by which ho is in-|
fluencod, is & desire to glorifly God. The di\'iuol
glory, in itsell, is otornaily the same, and can uoithes
rocetve addition, nor suffer diminution; but as the
heavens declare, or mamfest, the glory of creating
power, so the conversion of a sinner declares, or
wanifests, the glory of renewing graco: and in this
way, the teacher who is iustrumental of converting
a siuer from tho error of his way, glorifics God.

Those who disperso knowledge, meet with various
success, in their lubour of love. In some instances,
duluess in those who are taught, will provent com-
ploto suceoss; in others, carelessness ond inattention
produce the same effect.  Some reject counsel with
proud disdain ; and others, who receive it with joy,
noglect to improve it afterwards.  But, in a fow, the

ood seed takes deep root, and flourishes abundaant-
y. But, if a wise man should not meet with suc-
cess in every instance, he is not woary of his work,
kuowing that is reward is with Ged.  When a plous
hiusbandman sees his fields covered with abundant
crops, he is truly thapkful; but, if that be not the
case, having used the means, ho bows down in silent
submission. 1o who sows the sced of knowledge
does thesamo. Success revives his heart ; but when
his prospects are the most unpromising, he can say,
The will of the Lord be done.

But, after ll, the encouragements of a wise man, in
this blessed work, ar considerable. Heavon
similes upon him ; his conscience approves of his la-
bours ; good men bless hin; and great rewards
await him m a future state. In that blessed world
rowards will not he measured by success, but by the
sincerity and zeal of thoso who have laboured in the
field of God. Go on, then, yo sons of wisdom. If

;ou do good, bo thankful; if not, never mind it.
You are in the way of duty, and that is the way of
honour and happiness. Tho plans of Ged are not
ahways successiul. Perverse men frcquently frus-
trate his gracious purposes: aud shall we wonder
v hen the same cause produces similar effects as to
our fecble exertions? Let us do what s right, with
promptitude and firmoess, and then leave both our-
selves and all our concerns to him who cannot err.

The best men that have lived in our world, from
the earliest ages to the prescat day, have been employ-
ed in teaching mankind. All the boly prophets, the
incarnate Son of God, and the inspired apostles,
scattered the sceds of knowledgo farand wide. We
should endeavour to imitate those bright examples ;
and, if at any time our hands hang down, may we
consider how steadily thoy persevered, amidst dan-
gors and discouragements. The object which we
have in view is of infinite importance ; for, if one
soul be brovght to God, by our united labours, we
shall bo abundantly repaid. The salvation of one
soul in an age, is worth the united labours of wise
wen in all ages. But there are myrids nosw in heaven,
and thousauds on their way thither, who have been
rescued from darkness and death, by the instrumen-
tality of wiso and good men. To God, the author
of all good, be ascribed the honour and glory, both
now and for ever! r'he highest honour of man, in
this good work, is 1erely that of an instrament.
The Propbets, the Apostles, the Ministers of Jesus,
and all who have dispersed useful knowledge, unit-
edly acknowledge this great truth.  And yet, such
is tio condescending gooduess of our God, that the
wise, who turn many to righteousness, may expect
a glorious reward ; for, Tacy that be wise shall suine
as the brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn
many to raghicousness as the stars for ever and ever.
Dan. xii. 3. May this precious promise excite in us
tho greatest diligence, and thomost ferventzeal ; and
may our united labours bo lx.onourcd with the divine
blessing, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen !

—ao—
SFICKEDNESS OF ABUSING A IORSE.
By Rev. Mr Picrpont,

The sins which wec commit, my children, against
the brute creatures of God, when we subject them
to unnceessary suffering, are sins against God their

Creator. Shall we believe according to the declara-

tion of his holy word, that a righteous mah regardeth
the life of his beast, and not believe that a righteous
God will regardit? He heareth the raven cry; and
shall he not hear, and will he not avenge the wrongs
that cry out against man from youth to nge, in the
city and the field, by the way and by the fireside ?

ook out into the strcet. Sce that cartman!
What has thrown him into such o pussion? The
street echoes with the crack of his whip.  His horse
stung almost to madness, springs forwerd to cleur
himself from bis confinement—to disengnge himself
from his cruel thraldom. e is met by o blow with
the londed end of the driver's whip.

Whence comes this drendful struggle between that
manly spirit of a brute and that brutal spirit of a 1nun ?
\Whence comesit? The man has loaded the horse
beyond his strength,  Every ounce of the gencrous
creature’s weight has been thrown forward ogain and
again, but in vair ; and now comes the reprouch, and
now the lush, nud the curse, und the staggering blow,

Ruhteous God ! who gavest that noble animal his
atrength, and his spirit ; s that monster, thatis thus
beatiog him, & man? the man whom thou madest
him toserve?  God of battles! who has kindled the
fire inthc horse’s glorious eye, ¢ clothed his neck with
thunder, and has made him to mock at fear, and to
turn not away from the sword, that he might help
man to maintain his rights, and defend s rightcous
case,—is 1t to such a creature as this, that thou hast
made bim to be in subjection ?

But, perbaps, the man in form is no Jonger a man,
He has thrown away the only thing that had raised
uim nbrve the brute.  He has drowned his reason in
acup. | He is drunk, and his gencrous horse must suf-
fer!” How much nobler is the brute that is beaten,
than thy brute that beats him !

*Stoyy degraded wretch ! you shall not thus abuse
your hdse P—~But hark ! hie replies :—¢ 1t is my hurse,
and haw I not a right to do what I will with my own?*
I answir :—* He muy be your horse, but he 1s yours
for use, not forabu e’ Ianswer again :—¢ You have
not n fight to do & wrong either with what is your
own, a with whatis not.”” The Maker of this horse
is your Maker also, and your Judge. He fees the
sufferisg which you inflict upon the faithful and de-
fencelzss subject of your power ; and although he has
scalec up the dumb creature’s lips, so that he cannot
plead for himself against you, yet what he meekly and
patiently suffers © m your cruelty will plead for him,
and if more mercy 1s not shown to you, than you show
to your beast, it will bring down upon you the right-
cous judgment of the Lord.

MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLES.

Conceive tho Apostles of Jesus Christ, the Tent-
meker, or tho Fisherman, entoring, as strangers, into
one of the splendid cities of Syra, Asia Minor, or
Greece. Conccive them, I mean, asunendued with
miraculous powers, having adaopted their itinerant
system of teaching irom human motives, and for hu-
man purposcs alone. As they pass along to the re-
mote and obscure quarter, whero they expect to
meet with precarious hospitalit}y] among their coun-
trymen, they survey the strength of the established
religion, which it is their avowed purpnse to over-
throw. Everywhero they behold temples, on which
tho utmost extravaganco of expenditure has been
lavished by successive generations: idols of the ost
cxquisite workmanship, to which, even if tho religi-
ous feeling of adoration is enfesbied, the poople are
strougly atcached by national or local vanity.  They
meet processions, in which the idle find perpetual
occupation, tho young excitement, the voluptuous a
centinual stimulant 10 tiwir passions. 7 hoy behold
a priesthood, numerous, sometimes wea'thy; norare
these alone wedded by interest to tio cstablished
faith; many of the trades, like those of the makers
of silver shrines in Ephesus, are pledged to the sup-
port of that to which they owe their maintenanco.—
Thoy pass a magnificent theatre, on the splendour
and success of which the popularity of the existing
authoritics mainly depends ; and in which the serious
cxhbitions are essentially religious, the lighter as
intimately with the indulgence of the bascr passions.
‘They behold another pusblic building, whero even
worso feelings, the cruel and the sanguinary, are
pampored by the animating contests of wild beasts
and gladiators, in which thoy they themselves may
shortly play a dreadful part,~—

“ Batcker'd to moke a Roman koliday!»

Show and spectacloare the characteristic cnjoyments
of tho wholo people; 2zd every show and spectaclo
is cither sacred to thoe roligious feclings, or incentive
to the Justs of the flesh; those feclings which must
be entirely eradicated ; thoso lusts which must be
hrought into total subjection to the Iaw of Cbrist.—
Thoy eucounter likewise itinerant jugglers, diviners,
magtcions, who imposo upon the credulous, and ex-
cito tho contempt of the cnlightened; in tho first
case, dangerous rivals to theso who should atternpt
to propogate & new faith by itnposture and deception;
in the lattor, naturally tendiug to projudice the mind
aﬁainst all miraculous pretensions whatover: here,
like Elymas, endouvouring to outdo the sigus and
wonders of the Apostles, thero throwing suspicion
on all asserted supernatural agency, by lﬁo frequen-
ci' and clumsiness of their delusions. They meet
philosophors, frequently itincrant like themselves ;
or teachers of new religions, pricsts of Isis and Secra-
pis, who have brought into equal discredit what
might otherwise have appeared a proof of philauthro-
py, the performing laborious journeys at the sacrifice
of personal easo and comfort for the moral and roli-
gious improvement of mankind ; or utleast have so
accustomed the public mind to such pretonsions, as
to tako nwn{ every attraction from theirbolduess or
uovelty. There are also tho teachers of the different
mystories, which would evgross all tho anxiety of
the inquisitive, perhaps excite, even if they did not
satisfy, the hopes of the more pure and lofty minded.
Such must have been among the obslacf;s whieh
would force themselves on the calmer momeats of
the most ardent ; such the overpowering difficulties,
of which it would be impossible to overlook the im-
portance, er elude the force ; which requirednosobor
calculation to estimate, no laborious inquiry to dis-
cover; which met ond confronted them wherever
thiey weat, and which, either in desperate presump-
tion, of deliberate reliance on their own preternatu-
ral powers, they must have contemned end deficd.
The commencement of their Jabours was equally
dishearteaing, and ill calculated to keep alivo the
flame of ungrounded enthusinsm. They begintheir
operations in the narrow and secluded synagogue of
their own countrymen. The novelty of their doc-
trine, and curiosity, secure them at first & patient at-
tention; but as the more offensive tenets are dovel-
oped, the most fierco and violent passions are
awakened. Scorn and hatred are seca working in
the clouded brows and agitated countenances of the
leaders: if here and there one is ¢ pricked ip the
heart,” it requires considerable moral courage to uc-
knowledge his conviction ; and the new teachersare
either cast forth from the indignant assembly of their
own people, liable to all the pnnishments which they
are permitted to inflict, scourged and beaten; or, if
they succeed in forming a party. they givo rise to a
furious schism; and thus appear before the Heathen
with the dangerous notcrioty of having causeda v -
olent tumult, and broken the public peace by their
turbulent and contendous harangues: at all events,
disclaimed by that very people on whose traditions
they profess to build their doctrines, and to whose
Secriptures they appeal in justification of their pre-
tenstons, ‘They endure, they persovere, they con-
tinue to sustain the contest against Judaism and Pa-
ganism. It isstill their deliberate, ostensible, and
avowed object, to overthrow all this vast system of
idolatry ; to tear up by the roots zli ancient prejudi-
ces; to silence shrnes, sanctified hy tho veneration
of ages, as oracular; to consign ally those gorgeous
temp:es to decay, and all those images to conterpt;
to wean the people from every barbarous and disso-
lute amusement. They must have anticipated the
time, when the indignant priesthood should lament
over the desortion of the luzurious Daphne, and seo
their unrepaired tefnples crumblo away, whilo their
own stipends aro withbeld, and their persons treated
with contempt. For it was not the object of the
Apostles, that their religion should be received into
the community of gods; .thoy enforce total and com-
plete subversion, extermination, extinction. They
will not be content that Christ be admitted into the
Pantheon; the wholo edifice must be cleared for his
reception, and tho whole ’;.uarry of gods cast to the
moles and to the bats. That such men shouid at-
tempt this, should persevero in attempting, thus
against hope and against roason, yot at the same
timo display the prudenco and promptitude with
which Paul, for instance, availed himself of the in-
scription, * To tho Unknown" in Athens; thatthoy
should thus unite the desperate rashness of the fana-
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tic, with tho coolness of tho ixﬂl’ost‘cq ; madness of
design, with policy of conduct: all thisis an anomaly
in human action, which dofics all precedent, and dis-
do' -+ all comparison. What were their meaus of
success ! Every rropossosslon was against their na-
tion, their rank inlifo. If wo accept the §clf-:}lmsmg
testimonyof I"aul, their persons wero deficientin com-
manding dignity: his “baodily presenco was weak.”
Was it eloquenco? But on the same .authomy,
« his spoech was contomptiblo.” l-'nqu9stlonuhly his
languago is equally opposite to the florid and elabo-
rato diction which cnchanted tho Asiatics, and the
crspicuous, vivid, harmonious rhotoric which would
ho demanded by the Athenian.  Was it the sublimity
of their arguments 7 But their arguments, without
roof, woro extravagant boyond all description.—
Vhat was their story, reduced to its simplo elements ?
That the geent God of the universe had senthis Son
into a remote country, among a barharous and de-
tested peoplo; that this people had put himto death
without resistance : and though, according to his
disciples, he had risen again from the dead; did the
Jews, the best qualified to judge, generally acknow-
Iedgothefact? Thoy reject, they oxecrate his name ;
they denounco, they persocute his peorlo. Yet,
continue the Apostles, believe in this Christ. To
provo your helief, first forswear all those vices on
sehich ‘your former religion: looked, if not with ap-
probation, with indulgenco; renounce all your
amusements; cast off all your habits; hreak all the
tios of kindred ; resist the claims of natural affection.
But think not to do this with lmpunity; calculate
pot on security ; misery awaits your choice of our
crecd; those that believe in Christ erucified must be
pre[mrcd to take up their cross with Christ.

‘T'his was the tale, thus argued, thus, vuless ¢ by
signs and wondors,” unsupported. with which the
Aposties, men oierwiso sane, rational, and modorate,
caleulated op overthrowing the vast system of Pagan
idolatry ; on changing the moral condition of the
world; on ejecting Jupiter and Apollo, Asculapius
and Viaus, from their fanes; on couviucing Gentile

hilosophy of foolishness; on supcrsedinfg Plato, and
%eno, and Epicurus, the wickedness of the worst,
and the wisdom of the best.

Tnstead of mingling in the processions, partaking
in the festivals, enjoying the spectacles of his fellow-
citizens, the Chrietian proselyte became a secluded,
scrupulous, and isolated being. Life was literally
commonced anew in all his habits, occupations,
thoughts, and feelings, often in its conndxions and at-
tachments. For the splendid temple and public ce-
remony, the beliover had te lurk in some obscure and
secret chamber, where he raight snatch his hurried
and interrupted dovotions; to steal out at nidnight,
and when persecution was threatencd, conceal him-
self in cemeterics and catacombs; instcad of the
rich and imaginativo worship of his fathers, in which
all the senses were dazzled and intoxicated with
lamps, iucenso, and music, he joined in rites which
were simple, both from the nature of the institution,
and the poverty of the communicants. Meanness,
homility, obscurity, were the avowed characteristics
of the new religion. What had the Christian neo-
phiyte to gain, and what tolose?  Wouald the exelu-
sivencss of the new religion, which appealed to his
{ntellectual or spirittdl pride, bo equivaleut to the
freedom which he abandoned? While a Heathen,
ho might believe as much or as little as he chose.~
He might worship in whatover temple he pleased;
in that of Jupiter Capitolinus in Rome, Serapis in
Egrypt, or the Sun in the East. He might addict
himself to any sect of philosophy. Whatever his
turn of mind, religion presented him with a deity,

hilosophy with a creed, suited to his habits of think-
g and feoling.  If of a severo character, he joined
the Stoics; if more lax, tho Epicureans; if inclined
to free discussion, the Lyceum invited him into its
walks, or ocenpicd his imagination with the lofty ro-
veries of Plato. Al thiis liberty lay under a sevete
interdict; the Apostles admitted no partial conforin-
ity : their creed was: pucemptory, dictatorial, com-
manded the reception of all its articles with implicit
fuith, orrofuscdto impart its privileges. The seces-
sion from the world was complote aud perpetual.—
The convert must arm himself with that rare moral
courago, which will enduro, not merely the openand
violent hostility that usually provokes a manly spirit
of resistance, but the more weariog and incessant at-
tacks of contempt, humiliation, and calumnyg. For
this tho dearest tics wore to be severed; ho was to
eaceunter “ foes in his wwn household;” ho was to

postpono even tho love of father aud mother, for
that of Him whoin he had never seen, whose hifo and
death he knew only by the report of strangers, and
those coming fromn a country deemed infamous for
superstition, and obliged to” confess that their lives
wero not secure, and their success hut partial, on
that distant scene.  For the Author of the religion

did not pcrsmml!y domaund their homage, and prove ‘

his mission from God; the beliovers were to surren-
der themsolves to the delegates of a Delegate, the

sorvants of & Muster who had not condescended to!
visit with his presenco those from whomhe demand- |secing *the graco of God, that bringeth salvation
ed this extraordinary sacrifice.  'The calt was frem | hath appesced unto all men,' sceing the light and
afar, which thus summoned them to the total uban- | life of the fuly Word which in the beginning was

donment of the world.

that all mea may, if they will, be benefitted expen-
mentally by this ono true religion, *the mamfesta-
tion of the Spisit is given to every man to profic
withal.'  He that rightly profits thereby, and con-
tinuos s0 to do,, will live in the exercise of the oue
truo faith, will witness the one true Christian bap-
tism. will know and obey the onc hving Lord, will
by the Holy Ghost, in word i.ad deed, achn€wledge
and eall him Lord, and so will bo saved by an over-
lasting salvation, And on the other hand, sceing u
moasure of the Holy Spirit is given to evory mens

with God and was God, hath enlightcued * overy

But in ono respeet it is impossible now to conceive | mmnw that cometh inmo the world; and scoing more-
tho extent to which the Apostles of the erucified Je- | over, Christ Jesus has tasted *death for every man’
sus shocked all the feclings of mankind. The piblic how shall we eseape it if wo noglect and reject so

establishment of Christianity, the adoration of 1ges, | great salvation?

How great must be the condermn-

the reverenco cf nations, has thrown around the cross  nation of overy soul, thus nghly favoured, which yet
of Christ an indelible and ‘ualienable sanctity. No stands out and rejects the strivings of the spirit, the
cffort of the imagination can dissipate the illusion of | teachings of grace, the shimngs and couvictions of

dignity which has gathered round it; it has been so
long dissevered from all its coarse and humiliating
assuciations, that it cannot be cast back and dssecra-
ted into its state of opprobrium and contempt.  To
the mmost daving unboliever among ourselves, itis the
symbol, the absurd and irrational, he may conceive,
but still the ancient and venerable symhoK of a pow-
erful and influential religion. What was it to the
Jew and to the Heathen? The basest, the wost de-
grading punisinment to tho lowest criminal! It was
to themn what the most despicable and rovoling in-
strument of public exccution is to us. Yt to the
cross of Clirist men turned from deities it which
wore embodied every attribute of strength, power,
and dignity; in an mcredibly short space of time
multitudes gave up the splendour, the pride, and the

ower of Payanism, to adore a2 Being who vas thus
{:umiliated 1 th the t of mankind ; who
hac become, according to the literal transhtion of
the propheey, *a very scorn of men, and an outcast
of the people.”

1 know not bow to conclude, but in the words of
Origen: *If we must give a probable reaten for
tho first establishment of Christianity, we mut say,
it is incredible that tho Apostles, ignerant aod un-
loarned men, should have trusted in any means of
proaching Christianity, except THE MIRACULOUS
POWERS CONFERRED UPoN THEM and the GrACE or
Gop which avouched their doctrino: or that their
hearers should have abundoned the ancient rites of
their forefathers, and have been coaverted to tenets
so strange and opposite to those in which they had
been educated, unless moved by some miracalous
power, and by pretornatural wonders.’—Milnan’s
Bampten Lect ures.

—o—
Extract from the Journal of Job Scott.®

I am renewedly confivmed in a sentiment [ have
long been settled in: which is, that there never was,
and never will be, but ono truc religion in the world ;
to wit, ¢ Thework of the Spirit of God in the souls
of mankind ;* that some of all denominations have
something of this True Religion, even though some
of them, through the prejudice of edueation, may
disallow 1t in profession: and that no mun has any
real religion but what he comes to the knowledge
and expericnee of, through the influences of this Holy
Spirit.  Tlisatis that hegias and carries on the
work; this 1t 1s that, by its own divine influenre,
operating in the minds of mankind, roveals Christ
in them, * tho hope of glory ;* or so operates from
timo to time, on reading the Scriptures, or other zond
books, on hearmg the zospel preached, on meditating
on the works of Creation and Providence, on God's
Jjudgments in the carth, or his dealings with them-
selves, as indwnadualsy or whatever other occasion,
circumisiance or thing, is ever made a means of con-
viction or conversion; the Holy Spirit so operates,
I say, in all these cases, as to produce the happy
offect : and without the inward operation therof, all
these opportun.ties and things would be uttetly in
vain, as to salvation, aud never able to produce the
least degree of true rehigion or sanctification in the
soul. So that, though there are many opinicns,
many erecds, professions and decominations, and
some truly rehigions persons in them all ; yet thero is
and can be but one true religion; all truo religion is
of one kind; all springs from ano source. And,

blessed and adored for over be the Lord, in order

|

the Divine Light! Now. this Light, Grace, and Sp-
rit of God, is all ene under different appellations. It
1s called Spirit, because it is quick, hvely, and oper-
ative; and quickens the soul to a sensibility of ita
state and condition: it is called Grace, because 1t 1s
the free ummnerited gift of God; #nd itis called Ligh,

because it makes manifest; as, whatsoever doth
mako manifest is Light,’ says the Scriptures.  And

as this Grace or Light is attended to, it will bring the
soul into a state of grace and favour with God.—
Wall, therefore, might the Apostle with holy revor-
ence, break forth in these expressions, *L'hanks be
unto God for his unspeakable gift!*  And all who
obey the light, will be brought out of darkuess into
his marvellous Light; fur though the hearts of fallen
men are grossly dark cd, yet the light shineth in
their dark hearts ; an. though the darkness comnpre-
hendeth it not, ifit is taken heed uvuto, it will shine
more and more unto the perfect day; even until the
wholo body be full of light. But those who rebel
against the Light, will grow darker, until they know
uot the way thereof, nor understand the paths there-
of ; and become vain in their imaginations, and thew
foolish hearts will become darkened ; having loved
darkneq; rather thau light, becauss therr deeds wero
evil,

LITERATURE.

ON STYLE.

Itis not casy to give a precise idea of what is
meaat by Style. The best definition I can give of
it is, the peculiar manner in which a man expresses
his conceptions, by means of Language. It is dif-
ferent from mere Languago or words.  The words,
which an author employs, may be proper and fault-
less; and his Style may, nevertheless, have great
faults ; it may be dry, or stiff, or feehle, or affected.
Style has always some roferesce to an author’s
manuger_ of thinking. It is a piciuro of the ideas
which rise in his mnd, and of the manner in which
they rise there; and hence, whe:t we are examining
an author’s composition, it is, in maoy cases, ex-
tremely difficult to separate the Style ftom the sen-
timent. No wonder these two should be so inu-
mately counccted, as sl?lo is nothing else, than that
sort of expression which our thoughts most readily
assmipe.  Hence, difierent countries have been notod
for peculiarities of Style, suited to their different
temper and genius.  The eastern nations animated
their Style with the most strong and hyperbolical
fizures. The Athenians, a polished and acute peo-
ple, formed a Style, accurate, clear, and neat.  The
Asiatics, gay and looso in their manners, afiected n
Style florid and diffuse. The like sort of charac-
teristical differences are cammonly remarked in the
Style of the French, the English and the Spaniards.
Ingiving tho general characters of Style, 1t 1s usual
to talk of &’ ncrvous, a feeble, or a spirited Style ;
which are plainly the characters of a writer’s man-
ner of thinking, as well as of expressing himself ;
so difficult it is to soparate these two Lﬁings frow
ane another.  Of the general characters of Style, 1
am afterwards to discourse, butit will be necessary
to begin with examiniag the more simple qualitics
of it; from the assemblage of which its moro com-
plox denominations, in a great measurc* result.,

* Job Scott, was one of the Socicty of Fricnds, or Qua-~

kers.
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All the qualities of & gond Stvle may be ranged
undor two heads, Pevspicunty and ornament  or
all that can possbly e required of Lavnguage ts, o
convey our ideas clearly to the minds of others,
and, at tho same time m such i degss, as, by pleas-
wg amd antevesiiag them, shail most effectually
stiougthen the mpressions winel we seek to mahe.
When both these ends are answered, wo certainly
accompl.ch ovory purpose fur which wo use Writing
and Discourse. Bram.

e Q@Y oee
ENGLISH BIBLE.

Tho present authonsed Verann of the Tnglhich hble,
transhated frum the ergonl tongnes, or revised trom the
Bushop's Bible, {~0 called,) by oider ot King James the fiest,
has afforded abundant edification and cumtort, to the sunple
and sincere reeder; and by the leacned, ithas been admu ed,
for ita fathduesy, and € the purty of ts stvle.  Atter
the lapee ut upw ards of two hundred years since s trans.
Itivn, and notwithstanding the unprovement wheeh the
Language has unstiergone nithe course of that tune, with
bat very few and ummportant exceptions, the Euglish Bi-
bleas stll cunsidered to be, the standard of the Enghsh
Lanyuage.

When the Bible 1« compared woth the style of the best.
and purest wrters contempora, v wath the tronshation, its
snperlatis e exectlence seldom fuie to excite astoanchnent ;
and persons are ready to unquure, ha< not the Bible under-
gone a revision siice that ime ! With 2 desten to <atisty
alaudable curtosny on thie head, and to gue cur readers
au opportunity of hnowiag, or revisinge e thear recotlec.
tion, hov ths transhtion of tes ko veginated |, the names
and situations of the rrrsuns by whom 1t was effected ; the
drcections by which they were governed, the #pace of trae,
accupred an the work ; and the opmion of some learned and
2004 men as toats esits,~we copy the followmg article
from the General Prefuce to the Rev. Dr. AL Cranky's
Commentasy.  Aad in the mean tine we earnestly recem-
mend the [ihle self] that precious Book, cortaming a (ull
revclation of the will of Godd to may, to ths frequent peru-
s1l, ard prayerful consideration ot wur re wlors,

¢ Blessed 18 he that reaideth, and they thet heae the words
oy liiv piopheey, ard keep those things which are wrateen theres
1 "—RRer. 1. Jolin JutnNar,

« Of the COPY of the sacred teat used for this
work, it way he necessary to say a few words. It
is stated in the title, that the Text *is taken from
the most coriect copies of the present authorized
vession.”  As severad use thus term, who do not
know its meaning, fur their snkes I shall explain at.
A tesclution was farmed, in consequence of wrequest
made by De. Reanolds, head of the Nunconformist
pmsty, to King James 1. in the Conference beld at
Hampton-Counst, 1603, that a New Translati w, or
tather @ yevision of what was calicd the Bishop's
Bible, printed in 1508, should be made.  Fifly-four
“Translators, divided into sir classes, were appointed |
for the accompishment of this important work.,
Seven of these appear to have died hefore the work
commenced, 1s only forty-scven are found in Fuller's
List.  Tho wimes of the persans, the places where
employed, and the proportion of work allotted to
each class, and tho rules laid down by Tang James
for their direction. I give cluefly from Mr. Fuller's
Church History, Book x. pp. 44, &c.

Before I insert this account, it may be necessary
t state. Dr. Reynolds’s request in the Hampton-
Court Conlerence, ».a King” James's auswer.

Dr. Reynelds. * Alay your Majesty be pleased
that the Bible te new translated : such as are ex-
rant not answenng the original.”  [Here ke gave a
Jow cxamples.)

Bishop of Londsn. * If every man's humour
might be followed, there would be no end of trans-|

® lating.”

The King. 1 profess I could never yet see a
Rihle well tran ated in Eaclish ; but [ thak, that of
all, that of Genevats the worst. I wish some special;
pains were taken for an uniform ‘Pransiauon,
which shoutd be done by tho best Jearned in both
Universiiies 5 then reviewed by the Bishops ; pre-
sented to the Privy Council, Jasily. ratified by Royal
authority, to be read in the whole Church, and no
other.”

‘The Bishop of London in this, as in every other
case, opposod Dr. Revnolds, till he saw that the
project pleased the King, and that he appeared de-
termined 1o have ‘it exccuted.  fn consequence
of this Resolution, the following learned and judi-
cious men were chosen for tho caecution of the
Work.

WESTMINSTER.

The Pentaleuch : the Story from Joshua, to the first
Book of the Chronicles exclusively.

10.
Doctor Andrewes, Fellow and Master of Pembroke

"Dr. Peryn.

Hellyin Condbridge : than Dean of Westminsies,
afterwards Bishop of Winchestcr.

Dr. Qrerall, Feliow of Trinity Co/l. Master of
Kath, Hall, in Cambridge : then Doan of St.
Poul's, alterwards Bishop of Norwich.

Dr. Scravia,

De. Clarke, Fellow of Chrict Coll. in Cambridge,
'reacher in Conterbury.

Dr. Laifidd, Fellow of T'rin. in Cambridge, Parson
of 8¢, Clement Dancs. Being shilled in archi-
teetre, his judgment was much rolied on for the
fabrie of the T'abernacle and Temple.

Dr Leggh, Archdeacon of Middlesex, Parson of
All-hallowe’s, Burking.

Noater Burgley,

V. King.

Me. Thompsen,

“hee Brdwll, of Cambridge, and (1 think) of St.
Joaw's Viear of Tollenhara, nigh Loudon.

CAMBRIDGE.

Fron the First of the Chronicler, with the rest of the
Storv, and the Hagrographa iz @ Job, Psalms, Procerds,
Cantecies, Leclestastes.

8

Master Edward Liwvly.

Mr. Richardson, Fellow of Emman, afterwards D.
D. Master, first of Peter-house, then of Lrinity
ol

Mr. Chaterdon, afterwards D. D. Fellow, first of,
Christ Coll. then Master of Kmmanel.

Me. Dillinghar:, Fellow of Christ Coll. hencficed
at —— m Budfordshire, whore ho died a single
and agw ealthy man.

Mr. .-ll?}r/ 103, alterwards 1. D. brother to the Righop
of W chester, aud Master of Jesus Coll.

Mr. Herisun, the Rov. Ywe-Master of T'rinity
C!/I/rér.

Mr. Spalding, Fellow of St. John's, in Cambridge,
and Febrew Professor therein.

Mr. Bije, Fellow of Peter-house, in Cambridze, and
Hebrgw Professor therein.

OXT'ORD.
I'ne faur greater Prophets, with the Lamentations, and
the mel‘c lesser Prophets.
7.

Dr. Harding, President of Mogdelen Co.l.

Dr. Reyaolds, President of Corpus Christi Coll.

Dr. Hollend, Rector of Ereter Coll. and King's
Professor.

Dr. Kuby, Rector of Lincoln Coll. and Regius
Professor.

Master Smith, afterwards D. D. and RBishup of
Ghuerster.  He made the lecarned and religions
Preface to the "L'ranslation.

Mr. Brett, of a woershipful family, beneficed at
Quuinton, in Buckinghwnshire.

Mr. Fairclowe.

. CAMBRIDGE.
The Prayer of Marassak, and the rest of tho Apocrypha-
’ 7

Dr. Duport, Prcbond of Ely, and Master of Jesus
College.

Dr. Brainthwait, first, Fellow of Emmanuel, then
Master of Gonril and Caius Coll.

Dr. Radelyfle, one of the Senior Uellows of T'rin.
College.

Master #ard, Emman. afterwards D. D. BMaster of
Sidney Coll. and Margaret Professor.

Mr. Downs, Tellow of St. Juhn's Cull. and Greeh
Prefessor.

Mr. Boyee, Felluw of St. Jokn's Coll. Prcbend
of Ely, Parson of Barworth in Camhridgeskire.

Mr. #ard, Regal, afterward. D. D. Prebend of
(;lhichcsu‘r, Rector of Bishop-Waltham, in Hamp-
shire.

OXFORD.
The Four Gospels, Acts of tho Agostles, Apocalypsc.
Docter Ravis, Dean of (Christ-church, afterwards
Bishop of London.
Dr. Abbot, Master of Unirersity Coll. afterwards
Archbp. of Conterbury.
Dr. Eedes. ¢

i Me. Lhomson.

Mr. Savill.,

Dr. Ravens.
Br. Harmer.

WESTMINSTER.
The Epstlcs of St. Paul, and the Canomeal Epistics
7.

Dactor Barlowe, of Trinity Hall, in Cambridge
Dean of Chester, ufterwards Bishop of Lincolne.

Dr. Hutchenson.

Dr. Spencer.

Mr. Fenton.

Mre. Rablut.

Me. Sanderson.

Mr. Dakins.

* Now, for the better ordering of their pro-
cerdings, His Mujesty recommended the follow-
ing rules, by thein to be most earofully observed.
1. The ordinary Bible read iu the Church, ecom-

monly called tho Bishop's Bible, to be followed,

and s little altered as the original will permit.

2. The nawmes of the Prophets, and the Holy wn.
ters, with their other names io the text, to be re-
tained as neas as may be, accordingly us they aro
vulgarly used.

3. "T'ho old ccclesinstical words o bo kept, viz. as
the word ( Church) not to be translated Congre-
gation, §e.

4. Whon any word hath divers significations, that
to be kept which hath beon most commonly used
by the most eminent Fathers, being ugrecable to
1iho propricty of the pluce, and the unalogy ot

“aith.

3. "T'he division of the Chapters to be altered cithor
ot at all, or @s littdo us tany be, of HECEs3ity sor
require.

6. No marginal notes at all to be aflived, but only
for the cxplanation of the Hebrew or Gree
words, which capuot, withowt some circumto-
cution, so briefly aud fitly to be expressed jn the
test.

7. Suclf quotatious of
down, as shall sorve
Scripture 0 another.

8. Esery particular man of each company to take
the sume Chapter, or Chapters: aud haviug teans-
Jated or amended them severally by himselt, where
he thinks good, all to meet togethier, confer what
they have done, asd agree for their part what shall
stand.

9. As any ono company hath dispatched any one
bovk 1n this manuer, thoy shull send 1wt 0 the
rest, 0 be considered of serivusly and judia-
ously ; for Ilis Majesty is very careful m iius
point.

10, If any company, upon the review of the book
so sent, shall doubs, or diffes upon any plaees, 1o
send thein word thereof, note the places, and
therewithal send their reasons : to which, if they
consent not, the differeuce to be compounded
at the generad neeting, which &s to be of the
chief persons of cach company, at tho end of the
work.

11. When any place of special obscurity is doabited
of, letters to be directed by authority, to send to
any learned in the land, for his judgment in such
a place.

12. Leuers 10 be sent from every Bishop 1o the rest
of his Clergy, admouishing them of this T'rans-
lation in hand; and to move and charge as many
as, being skilful ju the tongues, have taken paius
in that kind, 10 send his particular obsorvations
to the compuny, cither at Westminster, Camlridge,
or Orford.

13. ‘The Directors in cach cor pany to be the Deans
of JWestminster and Chester for that place; and
the King’s Professors ju lebrew and Greek iz
cach University.

14. These Translations to bo uscd,
when they agree better with the
text than the Bishop's Bible, viz, 1

})laccs 10 be marginally set
or the fit referrence of one

T'indal's,
Matthews,
Cuweerdale's,
Witcheush,
Geneva.

* Besides the said directions hefore-mnentioned,
three or four of the most ancient and grave Divinag
incither of the Universities, not employed in trans.
lating, to be assigned by the Vice-chancellor upon
coaference with the rest of tiic heads, to be overseers
of the ‘Cranslations, as well Hebrew as Greek, for
tl};) b'c(u:r cbservation of tho fourth rule above spe-
cificd

* And now after long oxpectation and great de-
sire,’ says Mr. Fuller, “ camo forth tho new trans-
lation of the Bible (inost Leautifully printed) by a
select and competent number of Divines appointed
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for thut purpose ; uotboing too man :
wrouble another: and yet many, lest many thing:
might laply escapo them. Who ucither covot.ng
praise for oxpedition, nor fearing roproach for slark-
noss (sceing in a business of moment, nono deserve
blamo for convenient stowneas) had expendod alnost
three years in the Work, not only cxamining the
chunnels, h{ tho founlain, translations with the
original, w hich wns.nhsolu(cly necossury, but also
oompnrib;;chanmlx withchanncls, \ylnch was abund-
oatly uscful in the Spanish, I'u‘xlmn, F{onch and
Dutch (German) languages.— T'heso, with Jacob,
rolled woay the stone from the mouth of the well of
lifs : so that now, even Rachel's woak women may
frecly come both to rink themsclves, and waler the
flocks of their families at the same.—~

« Leave wo then, those worthy men now all gath-
erod to their fathers, and gone to God, hz_m ever
thoy woro requitted on curth, well rewarded in hoa-
von for their worthy work. Of whom, as also of
that gracious IKING that employed them, wo may
sav, IWheresoever the Bible shall be preached or read
in the whole world, there shall also this that they have
done be told in memorial of them.”  Ibid. p. §7. &e.

T'he character of Jumes the Firsthas been greatly
undor rated. In the Hampton-Court Conference.
lie vortainly shewed a clear and ready comprehen-
sion of overy subject brought before him; together
with extensive reading, aud a remarkably sound
judgment.  For tho best Translation into any lan-
guage. we are indebted under God to King James,
who was ecalled a kypocrite by those who had no
religion; and a pedant by porsons who had not
balf his learning. Bo.h mety and justice require,
that while we are thankful to God for the zift of his
ward, we should revero the momory of the man,
who was the instruinent of conveying tho water of
life, through a channel by which its purity has beon
50 wonderfully presorved.

‘Those who have compared most of the Furopean
Prauslations with the Orignal, havenot serupled to
say, that the English Translation of the Bible, made
under the direction of King James the first, is the
wmost accurate and faithful of the whole. Nor is this
1ts only praise : the Translators have seized the very
spirit and soul of the Original, and expressed this
almost every where, with pathos and energy. Be-
sides, our Translators have ot only made « stand-
ard Translution ; but thoy have made their Traus-
lation the standard of our language : the English
tongue in their day, was fiot equal to such a work—
« but God cnabled thom to stand as upon toount
Sinai,” to wso the expression of a learned friend,
« and crane up their countey’s language to the dig-
nity of the originals, so that after the lupse of .26’

ears, tho English Bible is, with very few vxceptions,
the standard of the purity and excellence of the En-
glish tongue. The Original from which it was
taken, is. alono, superior to the Bible translated
by the authority of KingJames.” This is an opini-
on, in which my heart, my judgmont, and iy con-
science coincide.

B 1. L T
OF TIIE METEORS.

We havo seen that the atmosphere is 2 vast labo-
ratory, in which naturc operates im.mer}se an:;xly'sis.
solutions, precipitations and -combinations; it is a
grand receiver, in which alt tho m_tcnu:lwd. vqlnu-
lized productions of terrestial bodies arv received,
mingled, agitated, combined, andseparated. Con-
siderod in this viow, the atmospheric air is 2 chaos,
an indoterminate mixture of mineral, vegetuble, and
animal aflluvia, which the electric fluid is pervad-
ing and traversing continuaily. ‘The graed changes
it experieuces, and of which we are scnsible in_ex-
tensive spaces by the appearance of water, light,
or noisc, are called motoors.  As the state of the at-
mosphers is over varying, tho meteors assume dif-
forant forms; some delighting us with their appear-
anee, while others wear a terrilying aspect.  In this
repository is collected tho gentle dew and hoar frost;
hicro clouds ave gatliered and carried along by the
wind, to rofresh the carth in falling showers, give
rise to rivers, spread vast inundations of water over
the fiolds, or Iay thom under a coverin of snow or
hail; here mock-suns, mock-moonc. hale., and
rainbows, make their gaudy but transite. appear-
auce; and here the water-spout, dreadful to' the
mariner ; here volls the dreadful thunder, horo Jight-
enings dact their vivid flames, and sometimes strik-
ing upon the carth, destroy its productions, fill its

, lest ono should

inhabitauts with terror, and sometimes rtithe them
dead ; hero the aurore, or streamers, the iznes fatui,
or wandeiing fires, ealled also Jack with the Lautorn :
hiere falling stars, as they are ignorantly termed, or
fiery bulls of various sizes, appear \'{llh splendour
during the gloom of night, and astonish mankind,
who too ofteu seom willing. with superdstious awe,
to find portentious omens of dire ealrmies in those
cnrinus, nhenomona, rather than invesigate thoir
causes. or discover their use.

T'o account for these various appearances jn a sa-
tislxetary manuer, it is pluin that we ought to have
an intimate aequaintance with the constitation of
the atmosphere : with the nature of those ponerful
agents by which it appears to be principally influ-
enced, viz. fice, light, and clectric fluid s ad with
their peculiar modes of operation and acttor upon
one aaether, and upon the atmosphere, ad this
in evory possible variety of circumstancos. Nor i
even all this sufficient, the various yheoonena of
rain, wind, snow. thunder. heat, cold, ~e. are
known to depend very much upon the sitation of
different places ou the surface ofthe cath: and
their ocensional variations are. with grert reason
suspretid to proceed, partly atleast, from changes
which take place in the bowels ofthe earth: whence
wo ~ught not only to be Ycrfcctly well acquamted |
with geography, but with mineralogy also: and
that to an extent at which human koowledge wiil
probahly nover arrive. o

In a subject so very difficult, it is not.to be suppo-
sed that any thing like a certain aud ostablished the- .
ary can bo lud down in this clementary work.  As!
evaporation, however, soems to be particularly |
concerned in the production of meteor, we shall
take a view of that operation of nature, the extent
of which we have noticed in the preecdng section.
‘This process may be reckoned 1 a parteular man-
ner the effect of heat.  Upon this princhlo, vaponr
is shown to bo a compound of water and fire; and)
such it is suppnsed to be by philosophers of the high-
est rank. ru constdering this operatton however,
as carricd on by nature, we shall soon fod, that it
proceedsin a wmauner very different from vhat takes
place in our chemical operations. In ho latior,
ovapoiauon is merely the cffect of heat and the
process caunot go on witout a consideratle degree
of it. In the natural way, on the coutrary, the
process gocs on under almost every dezree of cold
wo know: the vapours asceud to a height which has»
never vet been determined ; and, from the extrome!
cold which they sustain, shew evidemly that they!
are connccted with our atmosphere by weans ofj
some other agent besides heat.  From the continual |
ascent of vapour, indeed, 1f the operations »f nature !
were of the same kind with those of art, tie upper
varts of our atmosphiere wauld be always involved
in fog, by reason of the condensation of the vast
quantity which continuaily ascends thithar: but so
far is this from being the case, that in those clevated
regions to which the vapours continually 2scend, the
air is much drier than at the surface of tho ground.

From mauny experiments, indeed, it is evideat,
that water, after heing reduced into a state of
vanour, is capable of undergoing a certain change
by which it lays aside its fluidity eutirely, and even
to appoarance its spectfic gravity : so thatit bocawmes, |
as far as we can judge, a substance totally differcat}
from what it was before. After water has mmincd:
to this state, our inquiries concerning it mustin a great ¢
measure ceaso; but as it s not in the immediate |
product of ovaporation that rain has its source, and|
as vapours chango their natrre in the atmosphere,
50 as to he no longer sensiblo to the hygromoter, or
to the eyc, and do mot become vapour again till
clouds appear, wo must acknowledge it to bo very
probable, that the intermediate stato of vapouris no
other than air; and that the :louds do not procced
from any distiuct fluid in tho atmosphere, but from
a decomposition of a part of the air itsell, perfeetly
similar to tho rest.

Granting this to be the case, and we cz2n searcely
hiopo for a moro probable conjecture on the subjent,
the decomposition of tho vapour will be casily ac-
counted for —If by any natural process the wator
cau be converted into air, and if the latter is only
water pastially decomposed, then, by an inversion
of tho process. air may bo instantly re-converted
into wator, and will-become visible in fug or mist,
or be condensed into .:nin. consisting of greater or
smallor drops, according to the degree to which this

It is genorully supposed by meteorologists, fian
all the clouds, fogs, rain, bail, and snow, being
eleerified, that tho eleetrie fluid is the agent employ-
ed in the formation «f these moteors, and that it js
this dard which acts in the re-conversion of air into
water.  ‘Flug process may be particulurly observed
inn the summer season, wilcn the horizon is sudden-
¥ overeast, and a copions torrent of rain ensuoq.
whieh cannot be from the rising of any aqueous va-
pours at the time, but must be from a nrecipitation
of water that existed in an isvisiblo stato in the at-
wosphere.

Water may therefore exist in the air: Ist, in an
mvistblestate, which 1« the case when the discolving
power of air s cousuterable: 2dly, in a stato of the
maepient separation, in which case it foring clouds,
msts. or forrs; Adly aad lastly, in a state of actual
separation, v wiieh ease it forms either rain, pro-
purly so called, or snow, or hail.

Nl 20—
ON PERSPICUITY.

Perspicuity, it will be readity admitted, is the
wndamental quality of 8tyle: a quality so essenna)
i avery kind o wrinng, thst for the wani of it
nuthing can atone.  Withuut this, the richest ¢iun-
weuts of Style ouly glinwer threugh the dack 2 and
puzzle, instead of pleasiuz. theroader.  T'his, there-
fore, must be our first chjeet, to make our menmng
clewrly and fully undestoud, nnd understoud  widdi-
out the least difficul'y.  Quinctilian, suvs thus jm-
“ discourse ontght alway« to he obviou , even to the
* most careless and negligent hearer; so that the
s semse chall strike his miud, as the light of the sun
* does our eyes, thougli they are not divected up-
“waids to i, We must «tudy, not only that every
¢ hearer miy undenstand us, but that it shall bo -
s possible for him not o understand vs.™ I we ave
vhliged to follow a writer with much care, to pavse.
and toread over his seutences a second thwe, in order
to comprehend them fuliy, he will never please as
long.  Manhind are too indelent to relish so much
lahour. They may pretend to admise the authucs
depth after they have discovered his mcaning ; but
they will scldoin be inclined to take up his woik o
second time.

Authors sometimes pload the diffieulty of thor
snhject, as an oxcuse for the want of Perspicunty.
But the excuso can rarely, if ever, be admntie,
For whatever a man conceives cleatly, thatitis in
s power, if he will be at the trouble, 1o put m
distinct propositions, or to express cicerly to uthers:
and upon no subjectought any man 0 waite, whee
he cannot think clearly. His ideas, indeed, may,
very excusably, be on some subjiets mcomplete or
inadequate ; but still, as far as they go, they ought
to be clear; and, wherever this is the case, Perspr-
cuity in expressing them is always attainable. ‘The
obscurity which reigus so much wnoug many me-
taphysical writers, is, for the most part, owang to
the indxstinctness of their own conceptions.  ‘Lhey
see tho object but in a confused hight: and, of course,
can never exhibitit in a clear one to others.

Perspicuity in writing, is not to be considered as
merely a sort of nogauve virtue, or freedom fiom
defect. It has bigher merit: it s a degree of post-
tive beauty. Wo are pleased with an wuthor, we
consider him as deserving praise, who frees us (1o
all fatigue of searching for ﬁia meaning; who carnies
us througle his subject without any ewbarrassment
or coufusion ; whoso style flows aiways like a limpid
strearu, where wo sec to the very bottom.—1b.

il L

MORAL POWER OF THE PRESS.

Tho value of the press, as an auxiliary in the
causo of benevolence, is strikingly exhibited in the
following estimate. Without the zid of printing,
some of our noblest ipstitutions, as the Bible and
‘Tract Socioties, could net even exist, and all the
henevolent operations of the ago would be reduced
t~ a very low scalo®

It is announced in the London Times, that that
paper is now printed with an improved nachine,
which takes off the astonishing nunborof four thous-
and copies in an hour, or seventy in a munute. It
is computed that to write out the contents of ono of
tho numbsrs of thatfnpcr would cmploy an amanu-
ensis, six duys; and as abont 8000 copics aye circu-
lated daily, it would constanuy require 40,000 per-

inverted process is carried,

sons to accemplish what is now done with one press.
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The Americau-Biblo Socioty, .is now prepared to
priut at the rate of three hundred thousand copies of
tho Scriptures yearly. We shall leave it to our
roaders to make the estimate how wany scribes
would bo required to produce Bibles at this rate, to-
gether with the number of buldings, desks, &e.
which would be necessary for their accommodation.

But this is not the whole view of the matter.
The groat saving of paper is to be taken iuto the ac-
count~—to say nothing of the comparative neatnoss
of exccution.  * Tho paper requisite for an amanu-
ensis to write out in an ordinary hand, tho contents
of the Times newspaper, would cost twelve times
as much as tho paper used for printing its the great
bulk of this paper would mako it very inconvement
to read, and almost impossible to circulate, the
journal,

‘The importance, of compression, then, is obvious;
and if, for the sake of it, tho amanuensisshould beobh-
ged tocompress his writing into the sanie spaco as the
printig, supposing it possible, it would tako af least
fourtunesaslongtoperform histask. Towrite outin
this way the T'imes newspaper would, then, occu-
Yy one lundred and ninety-two thousund scribes.

Sut the press wiluch works off this newspaper is mov-
ed by steam, and completes the impression in two
hours; ifit were necessaty, the same press might
be kept going twenty-four hours, in which time it
wauld do the work of fire millions tico hundred and
Jour thousand scribes!!! Yot all the manual opera-
tions v hich produce this result are performed by
about tico dozen hands!  Such are the advaatages
we owe to niechanical art, that ene man can do, m
the present day, what, four centuries ago, would
have required one hundred thousand "

B 1 TN

Crvir, Socigry.—The only true and natural
foundation of society are the wants and fears of in-
dividuals.—Not that we can believe, with some
theoretical writers, that there ever was a time when
there was no such thing as society, and that from
the impulse of reason, and through a scnse of their
wants and weaknesses, mdividuals met togather in
a large plain, entered into an original contract, and
chose the tallest man present to be governor. This
notion, of an actually existing unconnected state of
nature, 18 teo wild to be seriously admitted; and
besides, it is. plainly contradictory to the revealed
accounts of the primitive origin of mankind, and
therr preservation 2000 years afterwards: both of
winch,were effected by means of single families,.
These formed the first society among themselves,
which every day extended its limits; and when it
grew too large to subsist with convenience in that
ﬂastoral state, wherein the patriarchs appear to have

ived, it necessarily subdivided itself by varions mi-

ations. Afterwards, as agriculture increased,
which employs and can maintain a much greater
number of persons, migrations becameo less frequent ;
and various tribes, which had formerly separated,
raunited ; sometimes, by compulsion and conquest,
sometimes, by accident, and sometimes perhaps,
by compact. But though society had not its formal
begmmng from any convention of i~dividuals, actu-
ated by their wants aud fears, yetit is a sense of
their weakness aud imperfection that keeps mankind
together; that demonstrates- the necessity of this
umon; ang that, therefore, is the solid and natural
fuundation, as well as the cement of society. This
is what we mean, by the original contract of society,
which, though, perhaps in no instance, has ever
Leon formally expressed at the first institution of a
§'4.¢, yet, in nature and reason, must always be un-
Jurstoud and imphed in the very act of associating
together. viz. that the whole should protect all its
1 - 3, and that excry part should pay obedirnce to the
w.dl of the wwhole ; or, m other words. that the com-
rauaty should guard the rights of cach individual
meaber, and that, in return for this protection,
«zchimdvidual should submit to the laws of the com-
munity ; without this submissson of all, it was im-
vusble that protection eould certainly be extended
t+ any.

GoverNugNT.~—When enciety is once formed,
guvernment results of eourse, as necessary, to pre-
stree and keep, that society in order. Unless some
supenor be comstituted, whose commands and deci-
sions all the members are bound to obey, they would
stel remam a3 in a state of nature, without any

Judge upon earth to define their soveral rights, and
redress their several wrongs. But, as all the mem-

bors of saciety are naturally cqual, it may bo asked
into whoso hands are the reius of government to be
intrusted? In gencral, all mankind will agree, that
government should be committed to persons, in
whom those qualitics are most likely to bo found,
the perfection of which, is among the attributes of
him, who is emphatlcally styled, tho Supremo Being;
viz. the thres grand requisites, witdom, goodness,
and pawer: wisdom, to discern tho real intorest of
tho community: gooduass, to endeavour always to
pursue that rcal interest; and strength, or power,
to carry this knowledge and intention into action
Theso are the natural foundatibne of sovereignty,
aud these are the requisites that ought to bo found
1 every well-constituted frame of government.

DirreresT rorMs oF Goverxmext.—The po-
litcal wtiters of antiquity will not allow above three
regularforms of Government; tho first, where the
soveroign power is lodged in an aggregate assembly
consistirg of all the members of a community, which
15 calledidemocracy : the sccond, where it is lodgod
in a coulcil composed of select members, when it
is styled dristocracy : tho last, whera it is intrusted
into the ands of a single person, and then it takes
tho namo'of monarchy.” All other specimens of gov-
ernment, they say, aro either corruptions of, or ve-
ducible to ‘these threo. By the sovereign power, 15
meant the makingof laws ; and wherov-« that power
resides, all others must conform to, aud be directed
by it, whatever appearance the outward form and
administration of the government, may put on. For
1t is always at the option of the Legisiature, to alter
the form and : dministration, by a new edict or rule,
and dput thy execution of the laws into whatever
hands it pleases; and all the other powers of the
state must ¢bey the Legislative power in the exccu-
tion of theirseveral functions. or else the constitu-
tionis at ax end.

In a demecracy, where, “the right of makivg laws,
restdes in the people at large, public virtee, or good-
ness of intention, is more likely to be found, than
in either of the otherforms of government. Popular
assemblies gre, however, frequently weak in their
plans, andslow in their execution, though they gen-
erally meanto do the thing that is right and just, and
have always a degreee of patriotism or public spirit.

In aristccracies, there is more wisdom to be found
than in the other forms of government; being com-
posed, or intended to be composed, of the most ex-
perienced citizens; but there is prabably less public
spirit, than in a republic, aud less streugth, than in
a monarchy.

A monarchy is indeed the most powerful of any,
all the sinews of government being knitted and unit-
ed togetber in the i:and of the prince; but then
there is imminent danger of his cnploying that
strength to improvident, selfish, or oppressive pur-

oges.

P Thus, these three species of government have, all
of them, their several perfections and imperfections.
—Democracies, are usually the best calculated to di-
vect the endofalaw; aristocracies, to invent the means
by which that end shall be obtained 5 and monarchies,
to carry those means into execution. The ancients,
as before ohserved, had, in general, no idea of any
other permanent form of government but these three;
for though, Cicero declares- himself of opinion,
“ esse optime constitutam rempublicam que ex tribus
generibus illis, -regali, optimo, ¢t populari sit modice
confusa; yet, Tacitus troats this notion of a mixed
government forméd out of them all, and partaking
of the advantagesof each, as a visionary whim, and
one, that if effected, could nover'be lasting nor
secure.

——

i
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.,

Narrative of the state of Religion within the bounds
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the United States of America.

The Geveral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
commenced their Session in Philadelphia, on Thurs-
day, May 13th 1827. The sermon at the openingof
the Sesson was preached by the Rev. Dr. M*Auley
of New-York city. The Rev. Dr. Herron of Pitts-
burgh, was chosen Moderator, Tho Session was
closed on Wednesday, May 30th.

The Narrative of-the state of religion in the Pres-
byterian Churh, was compiled from documents laid
before the Assembly. *Itbrings to viewyand laments,
the many evils which éxist to an alarming extent—

Sabbath-breaking, intemperénce; profancuoss, gam-

bling, and lotteries, which in many States are en-
couraged by legislative patronage; also the want of
ovangelical zoal which prevails in many places
among tho professed disciples of the Lord Jesus,

Respecting the wiint of religious teachers within
their limats, it is remarked—

In survoying the destitute settloments which are
without the regular ministrations of the Gospel, the
remote nacthern parts of the State of New-York,
the States of Ohio, Indiana, Alabama, Mississippi,
Missouri, Georgia, and Ientucky, present them-
selves in mournful array before us.  For although
in all these, there aro somo regular, faithful minis.
ters of Christ, thore is an immense territory lying
waste, without labourers to cultivate it, Now an
then, a travelling missionary scatters the seeds of the
kingdom. But having none to succeed him, the
frnt of his toil is blasted for want of efficient culti~.
vation. Of this we a have painful evidence in the
fact, that within the limits of a single Presbytery in
the synod of Indiana, fitz churches gave become ex-
tinct during the last year, from this cause. The pre-
sedt destitute condition of those exténsive western.
regions, and the rapidly increasing population, which
far surpasses the mcrease of ministers, furnish press-
ing motives to exertion and prayer on the part of the
churches, that the labourers may be multiplied, and.
that these thousands of our fellow sinners way not
be left to perish for want of the bread and. the water
of Uife. They are our brethren, and they ery to ws
for kelp. Let us not be deaf to their entreaties,
lest *their cries enter into the ears of the Lord of
Sabbaoth,” and he come and smite us with a curse.

In caumerating the blessings of the past year, the,
Assembly would notice with thankfulness the grow-
ing spirit of pious ard benevolent enterprise. Bikls,
Tract, Missionary, and Education Societies are
multiplying in almost every section of our church,
and are increasing in efficiency and usefulness. The
American Home Missionary Society has been con-
ducting its operations during the past year with aug-
menteﬁ success. The Pennsylvania Home Mission-,
ary Societihas also been labouring in the same good
cause. Christiang seem to be rising to the fulfil-
ment of their master’scommand, and engaging with
an active zeal in the work of preaching the Gospel
to every creature. A noble liberality in - furnishing
means for the support and extension of benevolent
institutions prevails. The cause-of Christ is draw-
ing contributions from every department in society.
Augd it is matter of gratulation that professional men

| of high character and standing, are becoming more

decidedly the patrons of these efficient charities.

Bible classes are to be found -thrunghout  large
portion of vur churches, and have been greatly bless-
ed as a means of instruction and conversion. As
nurseries of truth and piety, they deserve to be ten-
derly cherished and faichfully sustained.

The system of Sabbath School instruetion is ex-
tending its healing inQuence over ourland, and from
many of our churchesis receiving aliberal patronage.
The American Sunday School Union, concentrated
m the eity of Philadelphia, is in successful progress,
and promises to he a rich and lasting blessing to our
country, and to the church of God. "To recommend
it to the prayers, and tliv vigorous co-operation of
ali our churches, it need onlybe stated, that in their
last annual ‘report, the managers inform their pa-
trons, that from cerrect: sources, -they arv able 10
number upwards of fourteen hundred souls, .includ-
ing teachers and. pupils, who have been hopefully
converted by the instrumentality of schocls in-their
connection, since the last year. Men of rank and
influence are lending a helping hand to this benevo-
lent enterprise. Let this work of pious charity pro-
ceed—heaven shall recompense its deeds of -mercy.

As associated with these religious and benevolent
instituiions, and contributing their spiritual effect, is
the Monthly Concert of Prayer, which appears to be
extensively observed. Other meetings for prayer
and conference are multiplying, and giving expan-
sion to.the labours of Christian benevolence, * In-
deed the spirit of prayer is the vory spirit of Chris-
tian cflort, . and breathes its hallowed influence over
every institution which has for its object the glory
of God, and the salvation of men. ‘The Assembly
would. look forward to the day-when the voice of
prayer shall be beard from everydwellinlf, and when
our concert for. prayer,- shail_be.crowded with the
sons and daughters of the Alimighty, invoking the.ef-
fusions of tho. Holy Ghost un all the inhabitants ef
our guilty world. i
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The cuuse of Soamen continues to recoive a libo-
ral and increasing putronago in our groat commur-
cial citios. Iun Chnrloston.gﬂaltimoro, Philadolphia
and Now-York, tho fricnds of pioety continue to la-
ber with unabated zeal, for the salvation o this long
noglected portion of our race. ‘The Amorican Soa-
men’s Fricnd Society, is noticed as an important
engine in contributing to their spiritual wolfare.—
Thoy ask, and the Assembly would ask for thomthe
prayers of all tho churches.

The past year has beon emphatically a yoar of|
rovivals, To enumorate all the towns and congre-
gationz on which God has poured out his Holy Spirit,
would swoll our report boyend its assigned limits.
Suffico it to say, that upwards of twenty Preshyto-
ries have participated, in a ;i'rcutor or lese dagree, in
tho refreshing showors with which God bas been
watering his church. Within the bounds of the
“ynod of Gennesseo, we may mention the Preshy-
teries of Rochiester and Buffalo. In the Synod of
Geneva, tho Presbyteries of Bath, Geneva, Onon-
dngo and Cayuga. In Ououduga, {rat 400 to 500
have been added to the church, and in Cayuga,
about 900. In the Synod of Albauy, tho Presby-
torics of Columbin, Champlain, Londonderry, Troy,
Ogdonsburg aud Oncida.  The last two have been
most signally visited. 1o Ouoida, 1,300 aro report-
od to have joined the church, and iu the Presbyte-
ries of Onecida and Ogdensburgh, some thousands
uro enumerated as the hopeful subjects of conyert:
ing grace. In the Synod of New-York, refreshing
inﬁuencos have descended on postions of tho Pres-
hyteries of Long Island, North River, Hudson, and
the first Presbytery of Now-York; in the Synod of
New-Jersey, on the Presbyterics of New-Brunswick
and Elizabethtown, iu the Synoed of Philadelphia,
on a few of the churches wir{in the Presbyteries of
Philadclphia, Carlile und Baltimore. In the city of
Baltimore, a good work is now in progress in the
first and sccond churches. In the Syncd of Ken-
tucky, the Presbytery of Transylvania has been
signally blessed. 1n tho midst of other trophies of,
convarting grace, they have to record the hopeful
conversion of the tencher, and several of the pupils
in the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, within
their limits. In the Synod of South Carclina and
Georgia, tho Presbytories of Orange, Fayetteville,
Georgia, Union and Hopewell, have.been more or
less favored. The two last have had the groatest
additions to their communion, and the Lord is
still carrying on his glorious work in the midst of
them.

For all that the Lord has thus beoen doing, and is
continuing to do for his Zion, the Assembly would
rojoice and give thanks to his holy nawe. Anditis
thieir fervont prayer, that whife God is working for
the advancement of his glory, and tho salvatini® of
souls, those who are called to co-operate with Lim,
may be richly enducd with the spirit of wisdony, of

race, and of a sound mind, that the work may not
ge marred by human imperfection, bat that the
building of God may rise with symmetry and gran-
deur towards its summit in the heavens.

Upon several of our colleges, the Spirit has been
poured out. Centre College, in Kentucky, Athens
tn Georgia, and Dickenson, in Pennsylvania, have
all participated moro or less in the spiritual bounty
of henaven's converting grace.

Afier nodicing the state of religion in other porti-
ons of the church in this country, as presented by
dgldc{,:’aws from different ecclesiastical bodies; it s
added—

In closing this narrative, the Assembly would re-
mark, that their present session has been 1o them,
ono of peculiar and solemn interest,  ‘They have had
tho wouderful doings of God spread before therr eyes,
and whilo they have been excited to mourning, for
the remaining desolations of Zien, their hearts have
been made to rejoico in the trivmps of redeeming

race. Called upon by tho signal movements of

choval's providence and love towards them, and
thochurches under their care, tho Goneral Assembly
appm{)rialed an entiro day during their sessions, to
tho solemn duties of thaoksgiving, humiliation and
prayer. As the represontatives of the Prosbyterian
Chaurch in the United States, thoy endeavoured to
bring the whole interests of that chureh before the
throne of grace, and in the name of their asconded
Saviour, 1o plead for additional tokens of his merey
on her behalf. It was a day of mingled sorrow and
joy to their hearts. Tt was a day which they would

in the history of thoir ccelesinsticn] proceeding, and
whicl, from tho evident indieations of the presence
of tho Hely Ghest, thoy humbly trust will shicd n be-
pign inflnepco vyer the charactor and trausactions of
that body for years to como.

Brethren, pray ior us, aud for yourselves, and for
the whole church of God. It fs a day of hope in re-
lation to tho souls of men.  “The hour of the world's
redemption draweth near, when nations Jhall he horn
at once, antt when the wholo earth shall he full of
tho glory of tho Saviour.  May the gowd Lord hasten
forward the long expected hour, and let our united
ery bo, “ Even so come Lord Jesus, come quickly.
Amen”

SABBATH SCHOOLS.

From lln.c Christian Advoa;e and Journsl,

IMPORTANCE OF SABBATIH SCHOOLS.
[concLunED.)

When I have seen young persons, whoss services
have bieen solicited as teachors, ovcusing themselves
becauso they have no time, and yet they haso spem
an hour or moro in cloaning their boots or shoes,
which should havo been done on Saturday; or in
putting on unuecessury finery, 1o show off their per-
sons te advantage—these are poor excuses, say L. for
neglecting the duty yon owe to the sablath school.

Thoere was a young man, who had for his friend
a toacher that often warned him. « Ah!” said he,
as he took his gun ou his shoulder, to go on the
island to hunt, * you may say what yw please, 1
shall have my own way; and though ycu may talk
about death and judgement, theso lhmﬁr will do for
others, but not for mo: it is bettor to hint than to
bo shut up ia school.”

A little while after ho was taken sick, and w’ien
tie was visited by the teacher hofound lnu deranged ;
and he died without hope—proving how nistaken he
was in thin' ing it better to hunt than to atlmd sabbath
schoof.

Whon 1 have visited families where tle children
were unruly, and heard their parents conplain of
the trouble they gave them-—when I have heard the
same children in the street, 1aking the Lird's name
in vain, and have marked that they were never cate-
chised—no wonder, I have thouglit, that they give
you trovble. You should take them by tho hand
yourself~show them you will not allow of their just
running into the church, so asto learn te text,
and then disturbing the congregation by loavug their
soats ; but that you mean to oxact of them a rigid
account of the manner in which they spead kis day;
and then. if you would have a seal set onall your
labors, send them o sabbath school.

in short, are you young, and desirous ¢f becom-
ing usoful { go to the schoo). Are you a member
of the church of Christ? if you would “hold fast
whereunto you have attained,” be diligent in this
work, Are you a parent, and would o have the
good impressiuns on the minds afyour chiidren deep-
ened? Aro you a sister, and would you have your
brother awakencd? Ave you a child, and would
you learn to fear God, and hunor your parents* and
when you die be admitted into heaven ? Aro you an
orphan, and peed fricnds? Aro you rich, and in-
quiring * who shall show me any good 1" Are you
ignorant, and wish to become wise? Are you wise,
and would you turn your learning to good account?
Are you aged, and can enforce your counsels by
e exporionco of years? or a child, and need those
counsols 7 Aro you a master, whose exdmple may
be felt in influencing any others depeadeat an son ?
or are you a servant, and would wish tosecure the
approbation not only of your earthly masier, but of
hin who is Master of us all? in every case, under
every circums'anco in life, whether your statioan be
high or low, :ich or poor, bond or free, turn your
atiention to the promotion of sabbath schovls. H.

COMDMUNICATION.
Lo ke Editar of the New-Brunawick Religsous and
Literary Jourral,

Lo this only have I focnd, that Cod bath made man
upright; but they have sought out vy inventions.

wish torecord, as the commencement of & NOW ora

Eccrrsiastes,

Sir,~Unc of your Subscniberarcspectfully requests, that
you will give a place 1 the Columns of your Prper, to the
follow tng reflections, ulum the all-unportant and very intere
estng ntercogaiwon— Hhratl is the Moral Ntate nj'v Man?
Not orly the necewmty but the propricty of God's
<cuchug hite Son to die, rests upon the question. 1 man bo
really so depraved and cronnal, that according to God's
holy law o, he ye without help nnd without hope, justly expos
sed to mevitable punishment; then redemption appenrs the
nork of wfinke witdom nnd soveraign love. It isa well
koown faet, that those who dvnz the morat depravaty and
entire alienation of mnn from his Maker, deny aleo the
atenement of Jesus Christ,  And indeed it is but consistent
that they should.  But Chest dywg for all, in the judgment
of an wspiced weiter unphes, that all were dead for whom
he died, ~ Were not this the moral condition of man, and he
therefore exposced to the just mdignnation and wrath of Je-
hiovah, the obediesice aud death of Clicist,—~whick were for
ages the soug of the Prophets, the glory ofthe A postles,
any the joyFul hope of Sainta and Martyre—would s0ose all
its heaveuly heauty and sink into wmsigmficatcy. The
doctrine of human depravity, ond the doctrine of the atone~
ment, are intimately conneeted with the experience of all
true believers: the more deeply they are affected wath theis
own guilt and helplessuess, the taore evident to them 1s the
neeessity of the atonement—tho more clearly do they
thiscern ats nature, and the more sweetly do they enjoy its
blessings.  While they have proper apprehiencions of ther
own charncter, every petition {or pardon, every desire for
walvation, every hope of the cternal whentanee, 18 naso-
ciated with the name of Jesus.  But suppose a man to bo
uuacquainted with the corruption of bis nnture, and altoge-
ther insens<bls of the requiretacnts of God’s holy Law, how
could he righty undsrstand the mediation of Christ, or what
conception conld he have of the mnfinite value of s precsous
blood. The doctrine of humag dc{\m\’ig is closely connec-
ted with that of regenerstion. Our Saviour in Ins dis-
coursing with Nicod , on the ity of the new and
ienvenly birth, bore n fauhful testinony to this truth;
“ That which is born of the 'ﬂcxl' is flesh, and that which 13
Goru of the Spirit is Spirit.'”  And ¢o does s servant the
Apectie: © You hath he quicken d teho were dead in trexpos-
sex and xens)’  But Syr, iCmnnking ave hot dead, what need
of guickenmg? If they are not the subjects of radical and
nat've eorruption, what need cnn there be of a new creation;
i short if their first birth leavea them holy as vome have
tulsely inagmed, what occasion for their being born again?
Were they the suljects of any real gooduess, that gocduess,
without a'renovation of nature might be cultivated, 1mpro-
ved, and perfected. This doctrine, however importany,
appenrs weakness and folly to those who deny, or overlovk
the Scriptural account of their nature.

But b« their puny cavils whatever they may; the truth
is not therefore the less creditable—that testimony from
sehich there is no appenl, pours in its evidence from’ every

varter, and sffords the most cogent and irrefraganle proof
that Sin, like a mighty conqueror, bath entered nto the
world, and despoiled "ali the 1 race~ponring its
drendful contagion throughout all ages, and 1o all genera-
tione. Let us hear the Royal Psalmist oo this subject :
** Behold 1 was shapen in iniquity ; and in sin did my mother
concetee me.” This onc quotation 1x in every respect so full
and express to our purpose that it will not be necessary we
presume to have recourse to an{ thing further at present in
order to estaklish this point. We shall therefore pass on
to observe, that in our apprebensiony, the doctrine of yusts-
fication stands or falle, according to the ideas that mens
entertain of their moral covdition.  1f we are indeed nlien-
ated from the life of God, throngh the ignorance that 15 n
us, and enemies 1o ham in our nminds by wicked works—on
what can we found our hopes of justification before God but
the perfect ztonement of Christ.” But if we are so mistead
by the pride of our bearts, &s to consider our nature w some
degree holy, and our lives, only interspersed with ocen: ipnal
deviations from the path of uprightuess: what ides can we
have of justification through the free and superabonnding
grace of God. The thought of being justified through fanh
in the ntoneinent of the Redcemer, must appear disgustin
to the self-richteous and arrogant spirit of such unhumble:
smers; while those who yield cordinl and full assent, to
the humbling account which the Seripture gives of apos-
tate men; this dectrine will not only appear plaia and
worthy of their humble belief; but will be reviving and
glorious,—the spring of all their hopev,~—the firm and
unc<haken ground on which they vest their all for eternnl
salvation. And here we think it not improper to observe
that in our opinion there can be no jnst view of evangelieal
truth, without the belie{ of bumon depravity. The denial
of which would imply also a denial of the scripture doctrine
of regeneration—they being inseparably connected, as we
think hasalready been shewn, upon the soundestprinciples
of reasoning, fut should any be inclmed to think that 1
have been too <evere in my obscrvations, let them but tury
their attention to what saints of the highest eminence have
sasd 1 their most solemn devotions. fVith what sincerity,
with what unccasing earnestnestnesa do thoy approach,
uate God, saying * Behold I am cile.” “ Wash me tho-
roughly from mine iniquily, and cleanse me ),[rom my 820"
% Create in me a dean heart axd ventw o right spirit within
me.” Thislangungenccords with the expericnce of believers
wallages. And isnot confinedassome have presumptuousiy
asserted to an adulterous murderer; “but oursclves also,”

anwithin ourselves,
e redemption of our

says an Apostle, “even we ourselves
waiting for the adoption, to wit,
body.’" But Sir, I have already extended my rewmnrks o u
much greater length than 1 at fiest intended; therefore
without troublirg you with any thing further hasten to
ackunowledge, myscff

Ever yours most respectfully,

CHRISTIANUS.
Frederictan, 25tk February,
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Wa cannot forbear from expressing our swmcere twish,
and hope, that all these Cliseches mny be shostly filled,

p()l-:"l‘ RY, : ('u;u_;(:!\r'\s\imn. and the prauce of Godr pc-at;

ORIGINAL POETRY.

—

{soe wntten duving corleseenee ofter severe iiness

W lien fate O Lord! 1a deep dictrees
‘Lo thee I humbly pray'd,

Thoy didst thy sorroning supphiant blreq
With consolation’s aid.

Coampor'd my anxinuy, restless mind,
Lutl'd every care torest,

Wihiep'ring, though now we sorrow find,
The uture will be blest,

Oh then* af in affliction’s honr
Fhioa dost such comfort give |
Geant e when sorcow’s ragn s o'cr
For thee aloue to five.

— QO
Fron the Chrisnan Adrocate
PRAISE TO GUD.

Awike my soul' to contewplation turn,
Rouse my portic tive, mmececant burn ;
Fternal Spiest (i the Lioly lane |,
Fan wonld [ offer incense to thy Name.
Though T have uot & muse of Homer's race,
Nor boast of Milton’s fire, nor Virgil's grace |,
Though the famed poets all superior <hie,
Yetd can slug of truth and love divines
I ot iy harp hike Orpheus’ be strang,
My tacwue 1s what the angels loug have sung |
And o Eternal Wisdow grant us grace
T insprre, nud then attend my humble lays,
T'ruth may beam forth to some bemghted pund,
That they the path to paradise may find.

—Tothee, O Lond,
Who dost thy hielp to all that seek afiord,
I bemg in sacrifice my lutle all,
My body, soul, whatever snue [ call,
‘Thy mercy, when I trod the way to hell,
And tong agunst thy mercy did rebel,
‘Thy mercy stopp'd me n the downward road,
And brought the rebel to n pard'nmg God.
Laong had {, Pharnoh bke, withetood thy grace,
Loog walked with the proud, ungodiy race:
Stray’d near the pit wide gapag for its prey,
And nearly reach’d the end of the hroad way ;
I hoser'd ronnd the crater, O my soul*
Why plunged I not the deep and fisry pool ?

Mercy saw,
Silenced the thund'rings of the nghteous law,
Embraced we in her arms, redeemn’d from death,
That Mercy I wonld praise with ev’ey hreath.
Row many sinucrs in like manucr steay ;
Dreath’s at the door, yet stll they giddy play ,
‘To lauch andadly eportas all therr eare,
04 the drend brink of horror and drepr.
Oh Low 1 long that they may rescued be,
To sing, rejvice, and go to heaven with me
tut still of merey | presums to sing,
‘Thou everlasting, universal King,
Thy merey oft hath check'd mny wand'ring feet,~~
Liorne up 1y soul with con<olation sweet,
When the mad billows of afiliction came,
‘Thy hand the raging of the storm could tame.
When calumny her hundred mouths employ'd,
And envy to despoil me, 1 enjoy'd
Ty goardian core, by thee I firmly stood.
And praised thy name, ‘Thou only Wike and Goed,
\Whea rickress too, fell harbinger of death,
Came ruching on, contending for iy breath,
Thou Lord, my great Physician didst appesr,
Aud save from denth, and save from cvery fear
What shall I reuder to thes, gracicus Lord,
For all the mercies thou dost me afford ?
Whilc athers sing of eroes and of war,
And tune their harps to themes wlich I ablor,
Be miae the task to sing of grace and love,
Reveal'd to man by the great God above.
€3 had T powers like angels round the throne,
[’d raicc my notes, Great God, ta thee alone
Could T outsiug the bards of Greece and Rome,
Should every rmuse to my assistance come,
And cogld 1y straius steike ev'ry inortal ear,
Angels and men my vocal aumbers hear,
Pd sing of mercy~mercy to markud,
Merey, which ev,ry guilty soul may find.
Coumo then, poor sinuess, to the mercy scat;

Let all the earth, the ncean, and the skies,

And all the sawnts that restin Paradice;

1.et angels too, the neble anthem join,

(M mercy sing, of grace, and love divine;

Beyond the fixed stars reverherate

ihs game, Jehovah, wise, and gaod, and great;

Throughiout all space, and throngh eternity,

¥.xtol the Tunrr 1x OXE, and ONE ¥ TURFE.
LADI_ES' DEPARTME

'

INFLUINXCE AND KDUCATION OF FEMALES,

' If at any time anv wnproper discouree should be addressed
‘to yuuag ladies, which has a teadency to mdecency, immo-
‘n\n} , ar terehigron, they shonld bo taught 1o cxprase a mark.
«d disagpeobation beth i words and countenance, So great
13 the inver of the softer sex 1 mchoraning the characters of
nen, thit of such wastheir umform bebaviour § doubt not but
‘lhal n would much cantribute to reform the morals of the age.
De. Drewan says that vouug ladies wha conunue at school
to a 1ater age ¢ should be tormed snto a class and properly -
strncted m domesnic ceonomy, each of them superintending
*the business of the famuly for a week, or amanth, by turns;
aot only raviding fur the table and dicecung the cockery, but
they should alzo be taught ather §avis of domestic employments,
a8 cutting sut huens, and makang them with plaw and strong
|ncm\\c-nork. either for therr own fannhies, or 10 bo given for
clothing far necassitovs wnfants and mothers **
The part of economising and sendering sl kinds of food as
palatable and nournsling as possible, by ditferent modes of
‘c%huvy, will repay the mistress of a household for the mnvest.
gation, and should indisputably forin a part of the regular 1n-
structron of young fensles.  “To this, as they advance towards
malturity, rsay profitably be added the knowledge of the value
of all the neressary articles consumed 1 the fannly, whether
for the table or the wasdrobe, as woll as tho quantunes of each
which are requisite for their respecisve uses. A theory 1s ol
hittle avanl usless exemphificd by practice, they should bo ha.
buuated 1 11 the department of housekneper, under the .
spection of their mather, not only by purchasing the different
commodities wanted for the use of the family, but ikewiss by
keeping anexact account of the domestre expenses, which
will atford opportunities of teaching them a judicious applica.
tion of nmnrz, and givinz them distinct 1deas, where frugahity
may be progorly cxerted, and where greater latitude may be
allowed.

In educabng 3 young womau, care should be (anen not to
raise her expectations above her rank sud fortune ; for many
have pasd dearly for having aupired toa hugh ;5 anmil what would
otherwise Jave rendered them happy, became disgusing by
locking upto a superior statian in hic.

Collect for the Fifth Sunday in Lent.

We beceech thee, Almighty God, mereifully to
look upun thy people; that by thy great goodness
they way he gosernod and preserved evermore,
both in body and soul, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. $men

LOCAL.

(HURH OF SLOTLAND IN NEW-LRUNSWICK.

Tt muit he gratifying 1o the members aud friends
of that Establishment, in this Provincee, to learn that
astwithtanding of the littde home encouragensent
andd support which ean be promi ed it, and the com-
paratively limited patronuge of n local kind with
which it & fostered, the nun:ber of its Churches is
greatly on the increase. At Miramichi, the foun-
dation stose of St. Jame’s Chuarch uear the Court
House, was Jaid several years ago under the nuspices
of s Excellency Sir Howarwy Doveras, when he
paid his fist visit to thatsec*ian of the Provinee, aud
theugh afuer thebutiding bad considgrably advaneed
it was reduced w wshes by the great confz!gr:uion in
October, 1825, yet it hias since been making progiess
to completion, and promises at no distant day to be
ready for the celebration of Divine Service aceording
to the siple rites of Scottish worship. At Fiede-
ricion a most eligible picce of ground has been
granted by the Governor and Council for locating o
Churchafthe same commuuon, wud liberal subserip-
tions have beea given in aid of its funds by persons of
all ranks and denominations in that Parish, as well as
\ by some generous individuals of our vw n community.
1 In the Parishos of Springficld and Norton, Kings
County, buildings for the »ame sacred purposes ave
going forward with much spirit, activity, and vigour.
And in the Yarish of 8t. James, on the Schoodie,
where theve ave populous scitlements of the *“sons
of the mocntain and the flovd,” steps are at present
+-king for permauantly sceuring among them the
ardinances of religionin their native tonguo, through
the ministrations of a respectable Gaclie Miniter in
Holy Grders of their National Church.  These facts
speak volumes, and such laudable exerticns surely
deserve cvery possible encouragoment.—( bs reer.

with cruwds of epiritual worshippers.

—aQo—
Mit. M'LEAN'S SERMON.

With much pleasure we acknawladge the recempt of & copy
afthe Rev. Jouw Mol an’s Seemon againat Inteaperance,
which was Jindly scut by the Fdiors of the St. Andrews’
Herald.

‘The Sermon * was preachod on the 13th Janvary fast,
tha Cauet House, at iichibucto ; betoro the Dlagistrates,
Juries, and other Inhabeuants, st the opening of the General
Scs ons, bemg the time at which liceaces avo Tanted
annuaily.’ Ol the Praschor we hava fint any persanal know-
ledgo, but he appears to us, to have heen dreply impressed
with a sonse, of the awful responnibility, and with tho digmty
and impartance of the Mimsterial Officas and also with an
affecting view, of the excceding dinfulness, and of the abso.
lutely ruinous tendency of the degrading vice agamst which
he contends. Tho baleful effects of drupkeness, as utterly
conmstent with the existence of the rehigious prinaiple, and
the discharge of any rchgious duty ; and also a3 duquahifyng
ws unhappy sudbjects from » due performance of any of the
the proper duties of social life, acv clearly and strikingly
pourtrayed ; aud the Preacher, 3o far from softeming down the
teuths of Gos, to jate or to ¢ nee the propen-
sttics or tho habits of men, with the confidence proper to an
ambassador of Chnst, futhfully nnd fearlewly, bears s
testimany ; delivers his cwn soul; and testifies, that '* druni.
ards shatll wot,” and that they connot, ** snherst the kingdom
of God.” Hislangusgossindead strong, and uncompromising ;
but the awful ard cxteunive preralence of drunkenness, and the
numberless evils and nuscries, that spring from 1t, and that
follow 1 sts trawn, are more than » sufficient opology for the
carnestness of his appaal.

We consider the Sermon, a3 a hagpy tostance of Ministenal
fideliy, woll worthy of inutation : 3t must kave produced a
salutary cffect when delivered ; and wo ndulga a hope that ite
wircolation through the Country will be attended wath happy
conscquences. :

We do therefore cordially, and respectfolly recommend it to
Munstets, 1o Maguwirates, to heads of families, und to the
young,

We hope st wall have an extenmize circulstion, and that the
Divine biessing may render i effecrual to the end tended.

Tha Sarman will shurtlv be ou sale, at the Book Store of
Mr. MeMiflan, Prince Wilkam-street; and as the profis o
the work are to be apphod to mlifious purposes, we trust thay
the friends of 1emucrance, and oil who arc disposed, to encou.
rage the grogress of rehgion will contribute ¢o its ~trculetion,

gL G

Man Docs.—In the Pasishes of Norten and Kingston, and
the parts adjacent, the inhabitants are in a state of great a-
larm, on acconnt of a number of dogs, having lately become
wmad.  The whole stocks of several able farmees’ Cautle,
Sheep, &c. &c. have been bitten, and symproms of inciprent
madness, begin to appear. We are informed that » Cow be.
tonging to a Mr. SinNorT, inthol. r Covean this City,
fested decided symptoms of maduess iast cvemng.  She
15 sapposed to hare been bittensome tnne agu, by a dog which

~zcompanied afaiend of Mr. Sinnot’s from the Country.

DIED,

At Port Maria, (Jam.) on the 16th of December last,
Capt. ArLxxsdprr Tavior, df the Biig Harnet of thi
Port. Captain T, was a native off North'ltmuin, and was
much respected 10 the Iine of s profession, and bas lelt a
wife aud tue children to lameut their loss.
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