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TOO, and his father, came on board, in
the morning of the 22d, to know when
Captain Cook propofed failing. For, hearing
- Vo, IL—x°7. B - that
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that there was a good harbour at Eimeo, he had
informed them, that he fhould vifit that ifland on
his paffage to Huaheine; and they propofed to
accompany him, and that their fleet fhould fail
at the fame time, to reinforce Towha, Being
ready to take his departurc, he fubmitted to them

 the appointment of the day; and the Wednefday

following was determined upon; when he was to

. receive -on board Otoo, his father, mother, and

the whole family. Thefe paints being agreed on,
the Captain propofed immediately fetting out for
Oparre, where all the fleet was to affemble this
day, and to be reviewed.

As Captain Cook was gcttmg into his boat,
news arrived that a treaty had ‘been concluded be-
tween Towha. and Maheme, and Towhas fleet

"had returned to Attahooroo. From this unex-

pected event, the war canoes, mﬁead of rendez-
voufing at Oparre, were ordered to their refpc&xve
diftri®s. Captain Cook, however, followed Otoo

* 1o Oparre, accompanied by Mr. ng and Omat.

Soon after their arrival, a meﬁ'enoer arrived from
Eimeo, and related the conditions of the peace,
or rather truce, it being only for a limited time.
The terms being difadvantageous to Otaheite,
Otoo was feverely cenfured, whofe delay, in fend-
ing reinforcements, had obliged Towha to fubmit

~ to a difgraceful accommodation. , It was even

currently reported, that Towha, refentmg the"
treatment he had received, had declared, that,
imme-
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immediately afier Captain Cook’s departure, he
would join his forces to thofe of Tiaraboo, and
attack Otoo. This called upon the Captain to
declare, that he was determined to efpoufe the
intereft of his friend ; and that whoever prefumed
to attack him, fhould experience the weight of
his difpleafure, when he returned to their ifland.

This declaration, probably, had the defired
effe&, and, if Towha did entertain any fuch hof-
" tile intention at firt, we heard no more of the
report. Whappai, the father of Otoo, highly
difapproved of the peace, and cenfured Towha
for concluding it. This old man wifely confidered
that Captain Cook’s going with them to Eimeo,
might have been of fingular fervice to their caufe,
though he fhould not interfere in thé quarrel.
He therefore concluded, that Otoo had afted
prudently in waiting for the Captain; though it
prevented his giving that carly affiftance to Towha '
which he expected.

While we were dcbatmg on thxs fubje& at
Oparre, a meflenger arrived from Towha, defiring
the attendance of Qtoo the next day, at the morai
.in Attahooroo, to return thanks to the Gods for
the peace he had concluded. Captain Cook was
afked to attend; but being much out of order,
chofe rather to decline it. Defirous, however, of
knowing what ceremony might be exhibited on fo
memorable an- occafion,. he fent Mr. King and
Omai to obferve the particulars, and returned to

B2 . his
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his fhip, attended by Otoo’s mother, his three
filters, and févéral other women. At firft, the
Captain imagined that this numerous train came
into his boat, in order to get a paflage to Matavai.
But they affured him, .they intended paffing the
night on board, for the purpofe of curing the
diforder he complained of; which was a rheu- -
matic pain, extending from the hip to.the foot.
He accepted the friendly offer, had a bed pre-
pared for them upon the cabin floor, and fub-
mitted himfelf to their dire&ions. He was firft

_defired to lie down amongft them ; when all thofe

who could get near him, began to fqueeze him

‘with both.hands all ever the body, but more par-

ticularly on the parts complained of, till they
made his bones crack, and his fleth became almoft
a mummy. In fhort, after fuffering this fevere
difcipline about a quarter of an hour, he was
happy. to get away from them. The operation,
however, gave him immediate relief, and encou-

. ragéd him to a repetition of the fame difcipline,

befare he retired to bed ; and it was fo effetual,
that he found himfelf pretty eafy the whole night
after. . His female phyficians very obligingly re-
peated their prefcription the next morning, before
they left him, and again.in the evening, when they
returned ; after which, the cure being perfected,
they took their leave of the Captain the following
morning. .This is called romee, among the na-
tives, an operation far exceeding that ofthe feth-
R M ‘ brufh,




PACIFIC OCEAN. [y

bmﬂa or any external frx&xon It is univerfally
praétifed .among(t thefe iflanders, and generally
by women. If, at any time, a perfon appears
languid and tired, and fits down by any of them,
they pratife the romee ypon his legs; and it al-
ways has an excellent effe®, -
On Thur{day the 25th of September, Otoo,
Mr. King, and Omai, returned from Attahooroo ;
and Mr. King gave a narrativé of what he had
feen to the following. effe@: ¢ At fun-fet, we
embarked in 2 canoe, and left Oparre, " About
ninc o’clock we landed at that extremity of Tet-
taha, which joins to Attahooroo. . The meeting
of Otoo and Towha, I expected, would be intes-
efting, Otoo and his attendants feated themfelves
on the beach, near the canoe in which Towha fat,
He was then afleep ;- but’ béing awakened, and
Ortoo’s name being mentioned to:him, a plantdin-
tree and dog were immediately laid at Otoo’s
feet; and feveral of Towha's peoplé came -and"
converfed with him. After I had been, for fome
time, feated clofe to Otoo, Tawha neither Rirring
from his canoe, tior faying any thing to us, |
tepaired to him, . He afked.me if Toot¢ was dif-
pleafed with him; I anfwered, No; and that he
-was.his zaso; angd that 1 was ordered to go to At-
tahooroo, to let him know it. ‘Omai then -en-
tered into a long conyerfation with this chief;
but | could nat gather any information from him.
On my returning ta Otoo, he defired that I thould

B3 : &
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go to eat, and then to fleep; in confequence of
which Omai and I left him. On queftioning
Omai on that head, he faid, Towha was lame,
and therefore- could not ftir; but that Otoo and
he would foon converfe together in private. This
was probably true ; for thofe we left with Otoo
came-to us in a little time; and about ten mi-
nutes after, Otoo himfelf arrived, when we all
‘went to fleep in his canoe. :
The ava was the next morrting in great plenty.
One man drank to fuch excefs that he loft his
fenfes, and appeared to be convulfed. . He was
held by two men, who bufied themfelves in pluck-
ing off his hair by the roots. I lefi this fpeQacle
to fee 2 more affeéting ope. It was the meeting
of Towha and his wife, and a young girl, who
was {aid to be his daughter. After the ceremony
-of cutting their heads, and difcharging plenty of
biood and tears, they wathed, embracéd the chief,
‘and feemed perfe€ly unconcerned, Rut the young
.girl’s fufferings were not yet concluded, Terri-

 diri. (Oberea’s fon) arrived; and the, with great

compofure, repeated thofe ceremonies to him
.which fhe had juft performed on meeting her fa-
ther, Towha having brought a war-canoe from
‘Eimeo, I inquired if he had killed the people
.belonging to her; and was jnformed, that there
was not a perfon ip her when fhe was captured,

. About ten or eleven o’clock we l¢ft Tettaha,
and landed clofe to the morai of Attahoprog early
: ©in
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‘in the afternoon. Three canoes lay hauled upon
the beach, oppofite the morai, having three hogs
in each. We expetted the folemnity would have
been performed the fame afternoon ; but nothing
was done, as neither Towha nor Potatou had
joined us. A chief came fram Eimeo withi a fmall
pig, and a plantain-tree, which he placed at Otoo’s
feet. They converfed fome time together, and

* the Eimeo chief often repkating the words,
Warry, Warry, < falfe,” Otoo was probably re-
lating to him what he had hcard, and the other
contradited it. -

The next day, Towha and Potatoua, wnth fcvcn
or eight large canoes, arrived, -and landed near
the morai. Several plantain-trees were brought to
Oroo, on behalf of different chiefs. Towha remain~
ed in his canoe. The ceremony was comrtiesiced
by the principal prieft, who brought out the mary,
wrapped up, and a bundle of a conic fthape. Thefe
were placed at the head of what I fuppofed to be

‘a grave. Then three priefts fat down, at the
other end of the ‘grave; having with them a plan-
tain-tree, a branch of fome other kind of tree,
and the fheath of the flower of the cocpa-nut-

The priefts feparately repeated fentences ; and,
at intervals, two, and fometimes all three, chanted
a melancholy ditty, very little attended to by the
"natives. ' This kind of recitative continued near
a0 hour. Then, after a thort _prayer, the ‘chief

"B 4 prieft
/,/
-
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7 pricft uncovered the mare, and Otoo rofe up, and

wrapped it about him, holding in his hand a
bonnet, compofed of the red feathers of the tropic
bird, mixed with other blackith feathers. He
ftood oppofite the- three priefts, who continued
their prayers for about ten minutes; .when a man
rifing fuddenly from the crowd, faid fomething
ending with beiva! and the crowd echoed back
16 him three times Earez ! The company then re-
paired to the oppofite fide of a large pile of fones,
where is. the king’s merais which is net much
unlike a large grave. Here the fame ceremony
was again performed, and ended with three cheers.
The mare was now wrapped up, and ornamented
by the addition of a fmall piece of red feathers. :
. 'The people now procecded to a large hut, near -
the morai, where they feated themfelves ia folemn
order. An oration was then made by a man of
Tiaraboo, which ended in about ten minutes.
He was followed by a man of*Attahooroo ; Pos
tatou {poke next, and with much more fluency
and grace than any of them. Tooteo, Otoo’s
orator, exhibited after him, and x;hcn a man from
Eimoo. Some other fpecches. were made, but
not attended to. Omai faid, that the fubftance
of their fpeeches recommended friendfhip, and
mot fighting ; but as many of the fpeakers ex-
prefled themfelves with great warmth, there were,
perhaps, fome recriminations and proteftations of

- their Yuture good irtertionss  In the midtt of

- : thcxr
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. their harangues, a 'man of Attaheoroo rofe up; -
~ haying a fling faftened to his waift, and a large
ftone upon his fhoulder. After parading for
about fifteen minutes in the open fpace, and
chanting a few fhort fentences, he threw the ftone
down. This ftone, together with a plantain-tree
that lay at Otoo’s feet, were, at-the conclufion of
the fpeeches, carried to the morai; one of the
pricfts, and Otoo with him, faying fomething
upon the occafion. ’
_Returning to Oparre, the fea-breeze having fes
in, we were obliged to land, and had a pleafant
walk from Téttaha to Oparre, A tree, with twa
large bundles of dried leaves fufpended upon it,
pointed out the boundaty of the two diftrids.
We were accompanied by the man who had per-
formed the ceremony of the ftone and fling,” With
him Otoo’s father held a long converfation, and
appeared extremely angry. He was enraged, as
I underftood, ag the part which Taowha had taken
in the Eimeo bufinefs.”
- From what can be judged of this folemnity, as
related by Mr. King, it had not been only a
thankf{giving, 4s Omai told us, but rather a con-
frmation of the treaty. The grave, mentioned
" by Mr. King, appears to be the very fpot where
the celebration of the rites began, when the
human facrifice was offered, dt which Captain
Cook was prefent, and before which the vi&im
was lnid. It is here alfo, that they firft inveft
' their
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their kings with the maro. Omai, who had feen
the ceremony when Otoo was made king, de-
fcribed the whole folemnity, when we were here ;
which is nearly the fame as that now defcribed by
" Mr. King; though, perhaps, upon a very diffe-
rent occafion. - The plantam-trec is always the
firft thing introduced in all their:seligious cere-
monies, as well as in all their public and private
debates ; and, prebably, on many other occafions.
‘While Towha was at Eimeo, he fent one or more
meflengers to Otoo every day. Every meffenger,
at all times, carried a young plantain-tree in his
hand, which he laid at the feet of Otoo, before
he mentioned his errand; then feated himfelf be-
fore him, and related the’particulars of his mef-
fage. When two men are in fuch high difpute
that blows are expe&ed to enfue, if one fhould
lay a plantain-tree before the other, they both be-
come cool, and proceed in the argument without
further animofity. It is, indeed, the olive branch
of thefe people upon all occafions. ‘
:~ As our friends knew that we were upon the
point of failing, they all paid us a vifit on -the
26th, and brought more hogs with- them than we
wanted ; for, having no falt left to preferve any,
we had fully\fuﬂicxcnt for our prefent ufe.

Captain Cook accompanied Otoo, the next day,'
to Oparre; and "before he left it, took a furvey
of the cattle and poultry, which he had i:onﬁgncd
to hxs friend’s care, - Every thing was in a pre-

: mxﬁng

el




.PACIFIC OCEAN, 11

mifing way; and feemed properly attended to.
Two of the geefe, as well as two of the ducks,
were fitting; but the pea-hen and turkey-hen
had neither of them begun to lay. He took four
goats from Otoo, two of which he intended to
leave at Ulietea; and to referve the other two

. for the ufe of any other iflands he¢ might touch at
in his paflage to the north, _

The following circumftance concerning Otoo
will thew, that the people of this ifland are capa-
ble of much addrefs and art, ta accomplifh their
-purpofes. Amongft other things, which Captain

-Cook had, had different times, given to this chief,
was a fpying-glafs. Having been two er three
‘days poffeffed of it, he, perhaps, grew tired of its
novelty, or difcovered that it could not be of any
ufe to-him, he therefore carried it, privately, to
Captain Clerke; . telling him, that, as he had
thetn great friendthip for him, he had got a pre--
fent for him, which; he foppofed, would be:agree-

“able. ¢ But, fays -Otoo, Foete muft not be in-
formed of this, becaufe he wanted it, and I re-
fufed tolet him have it;” accordingly, he put .
‘the glafs into Captain Clerke’s hands, affuring
-him, at_the fame time, that he came honeftly by

- -it.  Captain Clerke, at firft, withed to be excufed

-from accepting it ;. but Otoo infifted upon it, that
he thould; and left it with him." A few days
after, he reminded Captain Clerke of the glafs;
who, though he did not with to have it, was yet

' defiroug



e

i 1

12 A YOYAGE TO THE

defirous of obliging Otoo ; and thinking, thata
few axes would be more acceptable, produced
four to give him in.exchange. Otoa immediately
exclaimed, ¢ Zoote offered me five for it.” < Well
(fays. Captam Glerke) if that be the cafe, you
fhall .not be a lofer by your friendfhip for me;
and you. fhall have fix axes.” He readily ac-
cepted them; but again defired, that Captain
Cook might not- be. made acquainted avith the
tranfattion. .For the many valuable things which
Omai had given away, he received one good thing
in return. This was a very fine. double failing
canoe, completely equipped. Some time before,
the Captain had made up a fuit of Englith colours
for him ; but he_confidered them as too valuable
to be ufed at this time; and, thetefore, patched
ap a parcel of flags and pendants, to the number
of .ten or a dozen, which he fpread on different
parts of his canoe, This, as might be expeted,

- drew together a great number of people to look

at her. Omai’s. fireamers were a mixture of
-Englifh, French, Spanith, and Dutch, being all
the Eurppean colours he had feen. He had com-
pletely. ftocked himfelf with cloth ‘and cocoa-nut
oil, which are better, and more plentiful at Ota-
heite, than at any. of the Sociecy Iflands; info-
.much, that theéy are confidered as articles of trade,
Omai would not have ‘behaved fo inconfiftently,
:as - he did in many inftances, had it not been for
his filter and brother-in-law, who, t@get-hcr with
‘ a few
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g few fele@t acquaintances, engroffed him to them-
felves, in order to ftrip him of every article he
poffeffed. And ‘they would certainly have fuc~
ceeded, if Captain Cook had not taken the moft
ufeful articles of his property into his pofleffion,
This, however, would not have faved Omat from
* ruin, if he had permitted thefe relations of his to
have accompanied him' to his intended place of
fettlement at Hualieine. This, indeed, was their
intention’; but the Captain difappointed their far~
ther views of plunder, by forbidding them to ap-
pear in that ifland, while he continued in that
part of the world ; and they kncw him too well
not to comply.

~ Otoo came on board- the 28th of ScPtcmbcr,
and informed Captain Cook that he had got a
canoe, which he defired he would take with him,
as a prefent from him to the Earee rabie no Pre-
tane. The Captain was highly pleafed with Otoo,
for this mark of his gratltude At firlt, the
Captain fuppofed it to have been a model of one
" of their veffels of war ; but it proved to be a {mall
ivabab, about fixteen feet long. It was double;
and probably had been built for the purpofe;
and was decorated with carved work, like their -
canoes in general. It being too large for him to
take on board, he could only thank him for -his
good intention; but he would have been much
better pleafed, 1f his prefent could have been ac-
cepted. , o
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By calms, and gentle breezes from the weft,
we were detained here fome days longer than we
expetted.  All this time, the fhips were crowded
with our friends, "and furrounded by canoes; for
none of them would quit the place, till we de- -
parted. At length, onthe 29th, at three o’clock
in the afternoon, the wind came at eaft, and we
weighed anchor. The fhips being under fail, to
oblige Otoo, and to gratify the curiefity of his
people, we fired feven guns; after which, all our
friends, except him, and two or three more, took
Yeave of us with fuch lively marks of forrow and
affection, as fufficiently teftified how much they
regretted our departure. Otoo exprefling a defiré
of feeing the thips fail, we made a ftretch out to
fea, and then in again immediately; when he alfo
took his laft farewel, and went athore in his canoe.

It was ftrictly enjoined to Captain Cook by
Otoo, to requeft, in his name, the Earee rabie no
Pretane, to fend him, by the next thip, fome red
feathers, and the birds which produce them; alfo
axes ; half a dozen mufkets; powder and fhot;
and, by no means, to forget horfes.

When thefe people make us a prefent, it is
cuftomary for them to let us know what they ex-

“pectiin return; and we find it convenient to gra-

tify them; by which means our prefents come
dearer to us than what we get by barter. But,
being fometimes prefled by occafional fcarcity,
we could have recourfe to our friends for a fupply
2 as .

4
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as 2 prefent, when we could not get it"by any
other method. Wpon the whole, therefore, this
way of traffic was full as advantageous to us as to
the natives. Captain Cook, in general, paid for
cach feparate article as he received it, except in" .
his intercourfe with Otoo. His prefents were fo
numerous, that no account was kept between him
and the Captain. Whatever'he afked for, | if
it could be fpared, the Captain never denied
him, and he always found him moderate in his
demands. :

. - Captain Cook would not have quitted Otaheite
" fo foon as he did, if he could have prevailed upon -
Omai to fix himfelf there. There was not even a
probability of our being better. fupplied with pro-
vifions elfewhere, than we continued to be here,
‘even at the time of our leaving it. Befides, fuch
a friendfhip and confidence fubﬁﬁed between us
and the inhabitants, as could hardly be cxpe&ed’
at any other place; and, it was rather extraordi-
nary, had never been once interrupted or fuf-
pended by any accident, or mifunderftanding;
nor had there been a theft committed, worthy of
notice. It 1s ; probable, however, that their re-
gulasity of condu@ refulted from their fear of i in-
terrupting a traffic, which might procure them a2 -
greater fhare of our commodmes, than they could

obtain-by plunder or pilfering; This point, in-

_deed, was, in fome degree, fettled at the firft in-

terview with their chiefs; after our. arrival. . For |
T ' Cap-
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Captain Cook declared then to the natives, in-the

" moft decifive terms, that he wotld not fuffer them

to rob us, as they had formerly done. Omai was
fingularly ufeful in this bufinefs, being inftructed
by the Captain to point out to them the happy
confequences of their .honeft condu&, and the
fatal mifchiefs that muft attend a deviation from

- it. But the chiefs have it not always.in their

power to prevent thefts; they are often robbed
themfelves; and complain of it as the worft of
evils. The moft valuable things that Otoo re-
ceived from Captain Cook, were left in the Cap-
tain’s pofleffion till the day before we failed ; Otoo
declaring, at the fame time, that they were no
where fo fafe. From the acquifition of new
riches, the inducements to pilfering muft cer-
tainly have increafed ; and the chiefs are fenfible
of this, from theig being fo extremely defirous of
having chefts. The few that the Spaniards left
amongft them are highly prized ; and they were
continually afking us for fome. Caprain Cook
had one made for Otoo, the dimenfions of which

‘were eight feet in length, five in breadth, and

-about three in depth. Locks and bolts are not
<confidered as a fufficient fecurity; but it muft be
large enough for two people to fleep upon, and
.confequently guard it in the night.

It may appear extraordinary, that we could
never get any diftinét account of the. time when
the Spaniards arrived, the time they ftayed,.and

‘when
-
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.when they departed. ,The more we made inquiry
.into this matter, .the more- we were convinced of
.the incapability of moft of thcfc people to remem-
-ber, calculate, or note the txme, when paft events

Jhappened; efpecially if for a ﬁmger period .than

.eighteen or twenty months. It however appeared,

_by the infcription upon the crofs, and. by the in-

_formation of. the moft intelligent of the natives,
“that two fhips came to Oheitepeha .in 1774, not
.long after Captain Cook left Matavai, which was

.in May the fame year. The live ftock they left

.here, confifted of one bull, fome goats, hogs,

-and dogs, and the male of another animal ; which
.we were afterwards informed was a ram, and was,
.at thls time, -at Bolabola.

. The hogs are large; have already much im-
.proved the breed originally { found by us upon the
/ifland; and, on aur late arrival, were very nume-
rous. Goats are alfo in plenty, there being hardly
a chief without fome.- The dogs that the Spa-
_niards put athore are of two or. three forts: if
they had all been hanged, m&ead of being Teft
upon the ifland, it would have been better for
the natives. _Caprain Cook’s young ram fell a
vitim to one of thefe animals. Four Spamp.rgis
remained on fhore when thefe fhips left the ifland;
two of whom were priefs, one a fervant, and the
_other was much carefled among the nauves, who
dlﬁmgmfh hlm by the name of Mateema. He -
feems to havc fo far {’cudxcd thClr Ianguaoe, as to

VOL II.—ne 7. R o have
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have been able to fpeak it tolerably ; and to have
been indéfatigable in impreffing the minds of the
iflinders with exalged ideas of the greatnefs of the
Spanith nation, apd inducing them tothink meanly
of that of the Englith. Hec even affured them,
that we no longer exifted as an independent na-
_ ‘tion; that Prefane was but a {mall ifland, which
they had entirely deftroyed; and as to Captain
Couok, thatthey had met with him at fea, and,
with the greateft eafe that could be Lmagmcd had
“fent his fhip, and every creature in her; to the
bottom; fo that his vxﬁtmo Otaheite was, at this
time, very unexpeéted. Many other improbable
falfehoods were propagated by this Spaniard, and
believed by the inhabitants; ‘but Captain Cook’s
returning to Otaheite was cénfidered as 2 complete
confitation of all that Mateema had advanced.
With what defign the priefts remained, cannot
eafily be conteived. If it was their intention to
convert the natives to the Catholic faith, they
certainly have not fucceeded. It does not appear,
indeed, that they ever attempted it; for the na-
tives fay, they never converfed with them, either
- ~on this, or any other fubje&t. The priefts refidéd
- the whole time in the houfe at Oheitepelia; birt
‘Mateerna roved about continually, vifiting many
parts of the ifland. After he and his companions
-had ftaid ten months, two thips arriving at Ohei-
' tcpcha, took them abqard, and failed again in five
days. Whatever defign the Spamards mxght have
‘ had
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tad ‘upon’ this ifland, this hafty departure thews
they have now laid it afide. They endeavoured
to make the natives believe, that they ftill in-
tended to return ; and that they would bring with
them houfes, all kinds of animals, and men and
-women who were to fettle on the ifland. - Otoo,
~ whep he mentioned this to Captain-Cook, added,

that if the Spaniards fhould return, they fhould
not come to Matavai Fort, which, he faid, was
ours. The idea pleafed him; but he did not
«confider that the completion of it would deprive
‘him of his kingdom, and his pgople of their li-
berties. Though this thews how eafily a fettle-
‘ment might be made at Otaheite, it is hoped that
fuch a’circumftance will never happen. Our
~ occafional vifits may have been of fervice to its °
inhabitants, but (confidering how moft European
. eftablifiments are conduted among Indian na-

tions) a permanent eftablithment amonoﬁ them

would, probably, give them juft caufe to lament
that our fhips had ever difcovered it. Indeed, a
meafure of this kind can hardly ever be ferioufly -
thought of ; as it can neither anfwer the purpofes
of public ambition, nor of private avarice.

It has been already obferved that Captain Cook
received a vifit from one of the two natives of
this ifland, who had been taken to Lima by the
Spaniards. It is fomewhat remarkable that he
never faw him afterwards, efpecially as the Cap-
tain received him with uncommon civility. The

Cz . Captain,
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Captain, however, fuppofed that Omai had kept
him at a diftance from him, from motives of jea-
loufy, he being a traveller that, in fome degree,
might vie with himfelf. Our touching at Tene-
riffe was a lucky circumftance for Omai; who
prided himfelf in having vifited a place belonging
to Spain, as well as this man. Captain Clerke,
who had feen the other man, fpoke of him as a
low fellow, a little out of his fenfes; and his own
countrymen entertained the fame opinion of.him.
In fhort, thefe two adventurers: feemed to be
held in little or no efteem. They had not been
fo fortunarte, indeed, as to return home with fuch
valuaple property as had been beftowed ‘upon
“Omai; whofe advantages from going to England
were fo great, that if he fhould fink int6 the fame

ftate of infignificance, he has only himfelf to
. blame for it. ] ' r

CHAP.
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CHAP V.

Anchor at Taloo in Eimeo—The Harbours of Taloe
and Parowroab defcribed—Vifit from Mabeine,
the Chief of Eimeo, who approaches with Cax-

- tion— Defcription of the Perfon of Mabeine—Pre-
parations made for failing— Detained by baving a
Goat flolen—That recoevered, and anotber flolen—
Menaces ufed to occafion it to be returned— Expe-

dition crofs the Ifland, with a Party, in fearch
of the Goat — Houfes and Cances burnt, and
ether Hoftilities threatened—Tbe Gaat returned—e
The Ifiand defcribed, &e,

N the joth of September, at day-break,
‘ after leaving Otaheite, - we ftood for the
north end of the ifland of Eimeo. ‘Omai, in his
canoe, arrived there befaore us, and endeavoured,
by taking fome neceflary meafures, to fhew us
the fituation. We were not, however, without
pilots, having feveral natives of Otaheite on
board, and, among them, not a few women.
Unwilling to rely entirely upon thefe guides,

Captain Cook difpatched two boats to examine =

the harbour; when, on a fignal bemg made for
fafe anchorage, we ftood in with both' the ﬂnps,
and anchored in ten fathoms water.

Taloo is the name of this harbour: it is on
the north fide of the ifland, and i in the dxﬁnét

C3 of
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of Oboonohoo, or Poonohoo. It runs above two
miles between the hills, fouth, or fouth by eatft.
It is not inferior to any harbour that we have met
with in this ocean, both for fecurity and good-
nefs of bottom. It has alfo this fingular advan-
tage, that a fhip can fail in and out with the
rcxgnmg trade wind. Several rivers fall into it;
one of which is fo confiderable, as to admit boats
a quarter of a mile up, where the water is per- _
fectly freth. The banks, on the fides of this
ftream, are covered with what the natives call
the pooroo tree, on which they fet no value, as it
only ferves for firing, So that wood and water
may be procurcd here with great facility.

The harbour of Parowroah, on the fame fide
of the iflahd, is about two miles to the eaftward, -
and is much larger within than that of Taloo;
but the opening in the reef lies to leewatd of the

_harbour,  and is confiderably narrower. Thefe

ftriking defeéts muft give the ‘harbour of Taloq
a decided preference. There are one or two

‘more harbours on the fouth fide of the ifland,

but they are not fo confiderable as thofe we have
already mentioned.

‘As foon as we had anchored, great numbers of
the jnhabitants came aboard our fhips, from mere
motiyes of curiofity, for they brought nething
with them for the purpofes of barter : but feveral
ganoes arnvcd, the next morning, from more

fliftant pms brmging vith them an abuodant
. - fupply
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fupply of bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and a few hogs,
which were exchanged for beads, nails, and
hatchets; red feathers not being fo much de-
manded here as at Otaheite.

On Thurfday the 2d of Otober, in the morn-
ing, Captain Cook received a vifit from Maheine,
the chief of the ifland. " He approached thé fhip
with as great caution and deliberation, as if he
apprehended mifchief from us, as friends of the
Otaheiteans; thefe people having no idea that
we can be in friendfhip with any one, without
adopting his caufe againft his enemies. This
chief was accompanied by his wife, who, we were .
told, is fifter to Oamo, of Otaheite, whofe death
we heard of while we remained at this ifland.
Captain Cook made them prefents of. fuch -arti-
cles as feemed moft to ftrike their fancy; and,
after ftaying about half an hour, they went
on fhore. They returned, foon after, with .2
darge hog, meaning it as a return for the Cap-
tain’s favour; but he made them an additional
prefent to the full value of it; after which they
~went on board the Difcovery, to vifit Captam
Clerke.

Maheine, fupported with a fcw adherents, has
made himfelf, in fome degree, indepeadent of
Otaheite. He is between forty and fifty-years.of
age, and is bald-headed ; - which, at that age; is
rather uncommon in' thefe iflands.” He feemed
athamed of thewing-his head, and wore .2 kind

C‘l- . of



it
1

24 A VOYAGE TO THE

of turban to conceal it. Whether they confider-
ed this deficiency of hair as difgraceful, or whe-
ther they fuppofed that we confidered it in that
light, it is not eafy to determine. The latter,

however, appears the moft probable, from the _~

circumftance of their having feen us fhave the
head of one of the natives, whom we deteted
ftealing. They naturally concluded, therefore,
that this was the kind of punifhment inflicted by
us upon all thieves; and fome of our gcntlcmen,
whofe heads were but thinly covered with hair,
were violently fufpeéted, by them, of being zetos.
Towards the evening, Captain Cook and Omai
mounted on horfeback, and rode along the fhore.
Omai having forbad the natives to follow us, our
train was not very numerous; the fear of giving
offence, having got the better of their curiofity.
The fleet of Towha had been ftationed in- this
harbour, and though the war was but of fhort
duration, the marks of its devaftation were every
where confpicuous. The trees had loft all their
fruit, and the houfes in the neighbourhood had
been burnt, or otherwife deftroyed. '
Having made every preparation for failing, we

" hauled the thip off into the ftream, in the morn-

ing of the 6th, intending te put to fea the next
day, but a difagreeable accident prevented ir.
We had, in the day time, fent our goats athore
to graze ; and; notwithftanding two men had been
appbimed to look after ghcm, one of them had -

been
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been ftolen this evening. This was a confiderable
lofs, as it interfered with the Captain’s views of
ﬁockmg other iflands with thefe animals: he there-
fore was determined, if poffible, to recover- it.
We received intelligence, the next morning,
that it had been conveyed to. Maheine, who was,
at that time, at Parowroah harbour. Two el-
derly men offered their fétvices to conduct any
of our people to him, in order to bring back the
goat. Accordingly the Captain difpatched fome
of his people in"a boat, charged with a meflage
| to that chief, and infifted on both the goat and
. the thief being immediately given up.

Maheine had only the day before, requcﬂ:ed
the Commodore to give him'two goats ; -but, as
he could not fpare them, without depriving other
- iflands, which had none of thefe animals, and
- was informed that there were two already ‘upon
 this, he refufed to gratify him. Willing, how-
ever, to affift his views, in this refpe@, he defired
- an Otaheite chief, then prefent, to beg Otoo, in
. his name, to convey two of thefe animals to
' Maheine; and, to induce him to comply with
this requeft, fent to Otoo, by the fame chief, a

_ quantity of red feathers, equal in value to the

two goats that were required. The Commodore
expected that Maheine, and all the other chiefs
of the ifland, would have been perfectly fatisfied
with this arrangement ; but he was miftaken, as
the event clearly proves. ~

Littlc-

,‘q" kN
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-~ Lietle fufpetiog that any one would prefume
to. fteal a fecond, while the neceffary meafures
were taking to recever the ﬁrﬂ' the goats. were
again pus afhore this mornmg, a.nd a boat, as
ufual, was fent for them in the evening. While
our people were getting them into- the boat, one
was eonveyed away undifcovered. As it was im-
modiately miffed, we expected to recover it with-
out much trouble, as it could not have been car-
ried to any ¢onfiderable diftance. Several of the
natives fet out, different ways, to feek after it;
for they all endeavoured to perfuade us, that it
muft have ftrayed into the woods; not ohe of
them admitting that it was flolen. We were,
however, convinced ta the contrary, when we

Perccwed that not any of the purfuers returned :
their intention was only to amufe us, till their
prize was fafely depofited ; and night coming on,
prevented all future fearch. At this inftant, the
boat returned with the: other goat, and one of
the perfons who had ftolen it. ,
-Moft of the mhabltants, the. next mormng,
were moved offy takmg with them a corpfc, which
lay oppofite the -fhip, on a teopapaco; and Ma-
heine, we were informed, had retired to the re-
moteft part of the ifland. It now plainly ap-
peared, that a regular plan had been projeéted to
fteal what the Commedore had refufed to give;
and that, having reftored one, they were deter-
mmcd not to part with the other, which was 2
female,
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female, and with kid: and the Commadere was
equally determined to have it back again; he
therefore applied to the two elderly men, who
had been inftrumental in recovering the firft, who
informed him that this had been taken to a place
on the fouth fide of the ifland, called Watea, by
Hamoa, who was the chief of that place ; but that
it would be delivered up if he would fend far it.
They exprefled a willingnefs. to condu& fome of
~ his people to the fpot; but, finding that a boae
" might goand return in one day, he fent one with
- two of his officers, Mr. Roberts, and .Mr..Shut-
| tleworth ; one to remain with the boat, if the
| could not get to the place, while the other weat
 with the guides, accompanied by fome of our
people. The boat returned late in the evening,
when we were informed by the officers, that, after
. proceeding in the boat as far as rocks and thoals
. would permit, Mr. Shuttleworth landed; and,

. attended with two marines, and one of the guides, - ‘

f proceeded to .the houfe of Hamoa, at. Watea;
i where they were, for fome time, amufed by the
| people, who pretended they had fent for the goat,
i and that it would foon be produced. It, however,
-~ never arrived; and, night approaching, Mr. Shug-
tleworth was-obliged to return to his boat with-

L out it,

| The Commodore lamented that hc had pro-
| ceeded fo far in this bufinefs, as he could not re-

| treat thh credit, and without giving encourage-
: ment
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ment to other iflanders to rob us with i impunity.
Confultmg with Omai, and the two old men,
what methods to take, they advifed him, without
hefitation, to go into the country with a party of
-men, and fhoot every perfon he thould meet with.

. The Commodore did not approve of this bloody
counfel; but, early the next morning, fet out
with thirty-five of his people, accompamed by
Omai, one of the old men, and three or four at-
tendants. He alfo ordered Lieutenant William-
fon round the weftern part of the ifland, with
three armed boats, to meet us.

This party had no fooner landed, than the few
~ remaining natives fled before us. The firft per-
~ fon we met with upon our march, was in a kind
of perilous fituation; for Omai, the inftant he
beheld him, afked Captam Cook ‘if he fhould
fhoot him; fo fully was he perfuaded, that the.
advice he had given, was immediately to be car-
ried into execution. The Commodore then gave
orders, both to him and our guide, to let it be
made known, that it was not our intention to.in-
jure, much lefs to deftroy, afingle native. Thefe
joyful tidings foon circulated, and preveated the
flight of the inhabitants,

- Afcending the ridge of hills, on our road te
Watea, we were informed that the goat had been
~ carried the fame way, and could ‘hardly have
| paffed the ‘hills: we therefore marched up in
great filence, cxpc&mg to furpnze the party who

- " were
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-weré bearing off the prize; but, when we arrived’
at the uppermoft plantation, we were told, that
-the animal we were in fearch of, had, indeed,
been kept there the firft night, but had been car-
ried to Watea the next morning. We made no
further enquiry, till we came within fight of Wa-
tea, where we were dire¢ted to Hamoa’s houfe,
by fome people who alfo informed us, that the
goat was there. We therefore fully expetted to
obtain it on our arrival ; but, when we reached
the houfe, the people we faw there, denied that
they had ever feen it, or knew any thing concern-
‘ing it. Hamoa himfelf appeared and expreﬂ'ed

! vhxmfclf to the fame effeét.

~-On" our firft coming to Watea, fcvcral men
3 'werekeu, running to and fro in the woods, with
«clubs’ and darts in their hands ;" and Omai, who
ran towards them, had ftones thrown at him.
:Hence it appeared, that they intended to oppofe
any attempt that we might be induced to ,make,
-but on feeing the ftrength of our party, had given
-up the defign. We were confirmed in this opi-
-nion, by. obfcrvm that all their houfes were
empty.
- After colleiting a fcw of the natives: togethér,
- Omai was dlrc&cd to expoftulate with them on
“the abfurdity of theiricondu&, and tell them
that we had received fufficient evidence that the
goat was in their poffeffion; and that, if it was
- not. immediately delivered up; we fhould burn

all
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all their houfes and canoes; but, notwithftand-
ing this expoftulation, they perfifted in their de-
_nial of having any knowledge of it. In confe-
.quence of which, the Commodore fet fire to fix
or cight of their houfes, and two of three war
! canoes, which were prefently canfumed. After
: this we marched off to join the boats, which were,
' at-that time, about feven or eight miles from us; -
and, in our road, burnt fix other war canoes,
without any oppofition. On the contrary, many
of the natives affifted us; more, perhaps, from
fear, than any other motive. At length Omai,
‘who-was at fome diftance before us, came back
with information, that a multitude of men were
aflfembling to attack us. - We prepared-ourfelves
i to receive them, but, inftead of enemies, they
AV " were petitioners, with plantain-trees in their hands,
: - which they laid down before us, entreating the
-Commedore to fpare a canoe that lay upon the
{pot, which he readily complied with.
i i -About four o’clock in the afternoen, we af--
118 . rived at Wharrarade, where our boats were wait-
: -ing for us. -The diftrict of Wharrarade belongs
to Tiarataboonoue ; but this chief, together with
the other principal people of the place, had fled
to the hills; though we made no attack upon théir
_property, they being in amigy with Otoo. Here
-we remained about an hour, in order to reft our-
felves, and afterwards fet out for the thips, where
we-arrived at eight o’clock in the evening; but

3 no
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fo tidings of the goat had,  at that time, been
received ; and, of courfe, the operations of the
day had been ineffectual. o ,
Early on Friday morning, the 1oth of O&o-
[ ber, the Captain difpatched one of Omai’s men
to Makeine, charged with this peremptory mef-
fage, that if he perfifted in his refufal to deliver
| up the goar, a fingle canoe fhould not .be left
 upon the ifland ;" and that hoftilities fhould never
j ceafe, while the ftolen animal continued in his
poffelion. That the meflenger might perceive
that the Commodore was in earneft, he -ordered
the carpenter, in his prefence, to break up three
for four canoes that lay at the head of the har-
bour.  The planks were, by his direction, taken
on board, to ferve as materials for building &
fioufe for Omai, at the place where he intended:
t0.refide. The Commodore, properly attended,
fwent afterwards to the next harbour, where he
deftroyed feven or eight meére ‘canoes, and re-

ppeared, from good intelligence, that it came.
ftom the very place, where the inhabitants, the -
day before, ‘declared they knew nothing about it.
-But, from the ‘meffage delivered to the chief in
“the morning, he perceived that the Commodore
{-‘Wwas not to be trified with. - :

Thus
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Thus ended this troublefome and unfortunate
bufinefs; equally to be regretted by the natives,
and by Captain Cook. He was grieved.to re-
fle€t, that, after refuﬁng to affift his friends at
Otaheitc, in the invafion of this ifland, he thould
fo foon be obliged to engage in hottilities againft
its inhabitants; which, perhaps, were more in-
jurious to them, than Towha’s expedition.

Ourintercourfe withthe nativeswas renewed the
next morning; feveral canoes bringing bread-fruit
and cocoa-nuts to the fhips to barter ; whence
it was natural to conclude, that they were con-
fcious they had merited the treatment they had
received; and that, the caufe of -Captain Cook’s
difpleafure being now removed, they apprehend-
w«d no further mifchief, ‘We weighed, with a |
breeze, down the harbour, about nine; but it
was fo faint and variable, that we did not get
out to fea till noon, when we fteered for Hua-
heine, Omai attending in his.canoe. ‘

. . At Eimeo, the fhips were: a‘g;mda.ntly fupphed
,thh fire-wood. We did not fupply ourfelves with
this article at Otaheite, as there is not a tree at
-Matavai but what is ufeful to the inhabitants,
We alfo received here a large fupply of refrefh-
ments in hogs, bread-fruit, and cocoa-nuts. -

There’is very little difference between' the pro-
duce of this ifland, and that of Otaheite; but
the difference in their women is remarkable.

2 / Thofe
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Thofe of Eimeo have a dark hue, are low in fta-
ture, and have forbidding features.

The appearance of Eimeo bears not the leaft
refemblance to that of Otaheite. The la:ter be-
ing a hilly country, has little low land, except
fome deep vallies, and the flar border that almoft
furrounds it near the fea. Eimeo has fteep rug-
ged hills, running in different diretions, leaving

- large vallies, and gently rifing grounds about

their fides. The hills, though rocky, are gene-
rally covered with trees, almoft to the tops. . At
the bottom of the harbour of Taloo, the ground
gradually rifes to the foot of the hills; but the
fat border, on the fides, becomes quite fteep at
a fmall diftance from the fea. This renders it a
profpe& fuperior to any thing we faw at Otaheite.
In the low grounds, the foil is a yellowith ftiff
mould ; on the lower hills it is blacker and loofer,
and the ftone which compofes the hills, is of a
;)luifh colour, interfperfed with fome particles of
glimmer. Near the place where our fhips were
ftationed, are two large ftones, concerning which
fome fuperftitious notions are entertained by the

~natives. They confider them as brother and
fifter; that they are Ezfooas, or divinities, and

that they came from Ulietes, by fome fuperna-
tural means. )
-

!
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- Ghe Ships arrive at Huabeine—Affembly of the

i Chicfs—Omai’s Harangue—His Eftablifbment in

' ‘ this Ifland unanimonfly agreed to—.A Houfe built

: s Sor bim—Steps taken to.enfure bis Safety—The

JHIE - Ships infefied with Cock-roaches—Detetion and

T Puniftment of a Thief—He ¢fcapes from bis Con-

1 Wi E Jinement— Animals left with Omai—His Euro-
pean Weapons—His Entertainments—Infcription

~on bis Houfe—His Bebaviour at- parting—Re~ .
marks on bis gemeral Condult—His Charatier—

Account of the two New-Zealanders who re=
mained with bim.

N the morning that fucceeded our depar~

ture from Eimeo, we faw Huaheine ex-
tending from fouth-weft by weft, to weft by .
north. At twelve o’clock we anchored at the
northern entrance of Owharre harbour, fituate on
the weft fide of the iland. Omai, in his canoe,
entered the harbour juft before us, but did not
land. Though many of his countrymen crowd-
ed to fee him, he did not take much notice of
them. Great numbers alfo came off to the fhips,
infomuch that we were greatly incommoded by
them. Our paffengers immediately informed
them of our tranfa&tions at Eimeo, multiplying,
by ten at leaft, the number of houfes and canoes

that.
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that we had deftroyed. Captain €ook was not
~much difpleafed at their giving this exaggerated
account, as he found that it made a confiderable
impreflion upon all who-heard it; fo that he had
hopes it would induce the natives of thisifland to
treat him in a better manner than they had done
in his prior vifits.

The next morning, which was the 13th of Oc~
tober, all the principal people of the ifland came
to our thips. This was juft what the Commodore
withed, as it was now high time to fettle Omai;
and he fuppofed, that the prefence of thefe chiefs
would enable him to effect it in a fatisfatory man-
ner.  Omai now feemed inclined to eftablith him-
Aelf at Ulietea; and if he and Captain Cook
could have agreed with refpe@ to the mode of
accomplifhing that defign, the latter would have
confented to adopt it. His father had been de-
prived by the inhabitants of Bolabola, when they
fubdued Ulietea, of fome land in that ifland;
and the Captain hoped he fhould be able to get
it reftored to the fon without difficulty. For
this purpofe, it was neceffary that Omai fhould
be upon amicable terms with thofe who had be-
come mafters of the ifland; but he would not
liften to any fuch propofal, and was vain enough
to imagine, that the Captain would make ufe of
force to re-inftate him in his forfeited lands.
This preventing his being fixed gt Ulietea, the
Captain began to confider Huaheine as the more

D2 proper
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proper place; and therefore determined to avail
himfelf of the prefence of the chief men of that
ifland, and propofe the affair to them.

The Captain now prepared to make a formal
vifit to Taireetareea, the Earer rabie, or king of
the ifland, with a view of introducing this bufi-
nefs. Omai, who was to accompany him, dreffed
himfelf very properly on the occafion, and pro-
vided a handfome prefent for the chief himfelf,
and another for his Eatooa. ‘Their landing drew
moft of the vifitors from our fhips, who, with
many others, affembled in a large houfe. The
concourfe of people became very great, the major
part of whom feemed ftouter and fairer than thofe
of Otaheite, and the number of men who appear-
ed to be of confequence was alfo much greater,
in proportion to the extent of the ifland. The
Captain waited fome time for Taireetareea; but
when that chief appeared, he found that his pre-
fence might eafily have been difpenfed with, as
he did not exceed ten years of age. Omai began
with making his offering to the gods, which
confifted of cloth, red feathers, &c. Another
offering fucceeded, which was to be given to the
gods by the young chief; and, after that, fe-
veral other tufts of red feathers were prefented.
The different articles were laid before a prieft,
being each of them delivered with akind of prayer,
which was fpoken by one of Omai’s friends,
though in a great meafure dittated by himfelf.

In
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In thefe prayers he did not forget his friends in
England, nor thofe who had conduéted him fafe
back to his native country. The Earee rabie no
Pretane (king of Great-Britain), the Earl of Sand-
wich, Toote, Tatee, (Cook and Clerke) were men-
tioned in every one of them. Thefe offerings and
prayers’ being ended, the prieft took each of the
articles in order, and after repeating a prayer,

fent every one to the morat.
Thefe religious'rites having been performed,
Omai feated himfelf by the Captain, who be-

ftowed a prefent on the young chief, and receiv-

| ed another in return. Some arrangements were
next agreed upon, relative to the mode of carry-
ing on the intercourfe between us and the iflanders;
and the Captain pointed out the mifchievous con-
fequences that would attend their plundering us,
as they had done on former occafions. The efta-
blifhment of Omai was then propofed to the chiefs
who were aflembled. He informed them, that
we had conveyed him into our country, where he
was well received by the great King and his Earees,
(chiefs or nobles) and treated during his whole
 ftay with all the marks of regard and affettion ;
that he had been brought back again, after hav-
ing been enriched, by our generofity, with a va-
viety of articles, which would be highly benefi-
cial to his countrymen; and that, befides the two
horfes which were to continue with him, many
other new and ufeful animals had been left at
D3 Otaheite,
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Otaheite, which would fpeedily multiply, and
furnith a fufficient number for the ufe of all the
neighbouring iflands. He then gave them to un-
derftand, that it was Captain Cook’s earneft re-
queft, that they would give his friend a piece of
land, upon which he might build a houfe, and
raife provifions for himfelf and fervants; adding,
that, if he could not obtain this at Huaheine
either by donation or purchafe, the Captain was
refolved to carry him to Ulietea, and eftablith
him there. Thefe topics were ditated to Omai
by Captain Cook, who obferved, that what he
concluded with, about going to Ulietea, feemed
to gain the approbation of all the chiefs; and he
immediately perceived the reafon.- Omai had
vainly flattered himfelf, that the Captain would
ufe force in reftoring him to his father’s lands in
Ulietea, and he had talked at random, on this
fubje&, to fome of the affembly; who now ex-
pected that the Captain would affilt them in in-
vading Ulietea, and driving the Bolabolans out
of that ifland. It being proper, therefore, that
he fhould undeceive them, he fignified, in the
moft decifive manner, that he would neither give
them 4ny affiftance in fuch an enterprize, nor
would even fuffer it to be put in execution, while
he remained in their fezs; and that, if Omai efta-
blithed himfelf in Ulietea, he ought to be intros
Cuced as a friend, and not forced upon the pcbx
;PIC of Bolabela as their conqueror, ‘
) ‘ o . Thig
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This peremptory declaration immediately gave
a new turn to the fentiments of the council; one
of whom expreflfed himfelf to this effet: that
the whole ifland of Huaheine, and whatever it
contained, were Captain Cook’s ; and that, confe-
quently, he might difpofe of what portion he
pleafed to his friend. Omai was pleafed at hear-
ing this; thinking that he would be very liberal,
and give him what was perfeitly fufficient. But
to make an offer of what it would have been im-
proper to accept, the Captain confidered as of-
fering nothing ; and therefore defired, that they
would mark out the particular fpot, and likewife
the exe® quantity of land, which they intended
to allot for the fettlement. Upon this, fome
chiefs, who had already retired from the affembly,
were fent for; and, after a fhort confultation,
the Commodore’s requeft was unanimoufly grant-
ed; and the ground immediately fixed upon, ad-
joining to the houfe where the prefent meeting
was held. It extended along the fhore of the
harbour, about two hundred yards; its depth to
the bottom of the hill was fomewhat more; and
a proportional part of the hill was comprehended
in the grant. This affair being fettled, a tent
was pitched on fhore, a poft eftablifhed, and the
obfervatories ere€ed. The carpenters of each
fhip were alfo now employed in building a fmall
houfe for Omai, in which he might fecure the
various European commodities that he.had in his

D4 poflef-
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poffeflion ; at the fame time, fome of our people
were occupied in making a garden for his ufe,
planting vines, fhaddocks, melons, pine apples,
and the feeds of other vegetable articles; all
which were in a flourifhing ftate before our de-
parture from the ifland.

Omai began now to pay a ferious attention to
his own affairs, and heartily repented of his ill-
judged prodigality at Otaheite. He found at
Huaheine, a brother, a fifter, and a brother-in-
law, the fifter having been married. But thefe
did not plunder him, as his other relations had
lately done. It appeared, however, that though
they had too much honefty and good-nature to
do him any injury, they were of too little confe-
quence in the ifland to do him any ‘real fervices,
having neither authority nor influence to protect
his property or his perfon. Thus circumftanced,
he ran great rifque of being ftripped of every
thing he had received from us, as foon as he
fhould ceafe to be withia the reach of our pow-
erful protection. )

He was now on the point of being placed in
the very fingular fituation, of being the only rich
man in the community of which he was to be a
. member. And as he had, by his connection with
- us, made himfelf mafler of an accumulated quan-
tity of a fpecies of treafure which his countrymen
could not create by any art or induftry of their
own, ‘it was natural to imagine, that while all
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were defirous of fharing in this envied wealth, all
would be ready to join in attempts to ftrip its
fole proprietor.  As the moft likely means of pre-
* venting this, Captain Ccok advifed him to dif~
tribute fome of his moveables among two or three
of the principal chiefs; who, on being thus gra-
tified themfelves, might be induced to favour
him with their patronage, and fhield him from
- the injuries of others. He promifed to follow
- this advice; and we heard, -before we failed, that
this prudent ftep had been taken. The Captain,
however, not confiding entirely in the operations
- of gratitude, had recourfe to the more forcible
- and effectual motive of intimidation, taking every
. opportunity of notifying to the inhabitants, that
- it was his intention to make another vifit to their
ifland, after being abfent the ufual time; and
~ that, if he did not find his friend in the fame ftate
* of fecurity in which he fhould leave him at pre-
- {ent, all thofe who fhould then appear to have
~ been his enemies, might expe&t to become the
- objeéts of his refentment. This menacing decla-
- ration will, probably, have fome effe¢t; for our
" fucceflive vifits of late years have induced thefe
flanders to believe, that our fhips are to return
at certain periods; and while they continue to
~ entertain fuch a notion, which the Captain thought
it a fair ftratagem to confirm, Omai has fome’
" profpect of being fuffered to thrive upon hlS new
* plantation.

4 “While
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While we remained in this harbour, we carried
the bread on fhore to clear it of vermin. The
number of cock-roaches that infefted the fhip at
this time, is almoft incredible. The damage we
fuftained from them was very confiderable ; and
cvery attempt to deftroy them proved fruitlefs.
If any kind of food was expofed for a few minutes,
it was covered with thefe noxious infeds, who
foon pierced it full of holes, fo that it refembled
an honey-comb. They proved particularly de-
ftrué&ive to birds, which had been ftuffed for cu--
riofities, and were fo fond of ink, that they eat
out the writing on the labels, faftened to different
articles ; and the only thing that preferved books
from their ravages, was the clofenefs of the bind-
ing, which prevented thefe devourers from infi-
nuating themfelves between the leaves. Accord-
ing to Mr. Anderfon, they were of two forts,
the blatta orientalis, and germenica.

The intercourfe of trade and friendly offices,
between us and the inhabitants of Huaheine, was
undifturbed, by any accident, till the evening
of the 22d, when one of the natives found means
to get into Mr. Bayly’s obfervatory, and carry off
a fextant, unobferved. Captain Cook was no
fooner informed of this theft, than he went afthore,
and defired Omai to apply to the .chiefs, to pro-
cure reftitution, He accordingly made applica-
tion to them, but they took no fteps towards re-

“covering the inftrument, being more attentive to

6 _ " a beeva,
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a beeva, that was then exhibiting, till the Cap-
tain ordered the performers to defift. Being now
convinced that he was in earneft, they began to
make fome enquiry after the delinquent, who was
ficting in the midft of them,- with fuch marks of
unconcern, that the Captain was in great doubt
of his being guilty, particularly as he denied it.
Omai, however, affluring him that this-was the
perfon, he was fent on board the fhip and there
confined. This raifed an univerfal ferment among

.the affembled iflanders, and the whole body fled

with precipitation. The prifoner being examined
by Omai, was with fome difficulty brought to
confefs.where he had concealed the fextant, and
it was brought back unhurt the next morning.
After this, the natives recovered from their can-~
fternation, and began to gather about us as ufual,
As the thief appeared to be a fhamelefs villain,
Captain Cook punifhed him with greater feverity
than he had ever done any former culprit, Be-
fides having his head and beard fhaved, he com-
manded that both his ears fhould be cut off, and
then difmiffed him.

This punifhiment, however, did not deter him
from committing other offences; for, early in the
morning of the 25th, a general alarm was fpread,
occafioned, as was reported, by one of our goats -
being ftolen by this very man; and though, upon
examination, we found every thing fafe in that
quarter, yet it appeared, that he had deftroygd

. ' and
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and carried off from Omiaj’s grounds, feveral
vines and cabbage-plants ; and he publicly threat-
ened to put him to death, and fet fire to his houfe,
as foon as we fhould quit this place. To pre-
vent his doing any further mifchief, the Captain
ordered him to be feized, and confined again on
board the thip, with a view of carrying him off
the ifland ; and this intention feemed to give ge-
neral fatisfaion to all the chiefs. He was a na-
tive of Bolabola; but there were too many of
the people here ready to co-operate with him in
all his defigns. We had, indeed, always met
with more troublefome perfons in Huaheine than
in any other of the adjacent iflands; and it was only
fear, and the want of proper opportunities, that
induced them to behave better now. Anarchy
and confufion feemed to prevail among them.
Their Earee rabie, as we have already obferved,
was but a child ; and we did not find, that there
was any individual, or any fet of men, who held
the reins of government for him; fo that, when-
ever any mifunderftanding occurred between us,
we never knew, with fufficient precifion, to whom
it was necefiary to apply, in order to effe& an
accommodation, or procure redrefs. .

Ormmati’s houfe being now almoft finithed, many
of his moveables were carried athore on the 26th;’

-amongft other articles was a box of toys, which

greatly pleafed the gazing multitude. But, as
to his plates, difhes, drinking mugs, glaffes,
pots,
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pots, kettles, and the whole train of domeftic ap-
paratus, {carce one of his countrymen would even
look at them. Omai himfelf began to think that
they would be of no fervice to him ; thag a baked
hog was more favory eating than a boiled one;
* that a plantain leaf made as good a plate or dith
as pewter; and that a cocoa-nut fhell was as
_convenient a goblet as one of our mugs. He
therefore difpofed of moft of thefe articles of
Englith furniture among the crew of our fhips ;
and received from them, in return, hatchets, and
other iron implements, which had a more iatriafic
value in this part of the world. Among the nu-
- merous prefents beftowed upon him in Eflgland,
fireworks had not been omitted ; fome of which
we exhibited in the evening of the 28th, before
a great multitude of people, who beheld them
- with a mixture of pleafure and apprehenfion.
Thofe which remained were put in order, and
left with Omai, purfuant to their original deﬁx-
| nation, )
On Thur{day the 3oth ear!y in the: "nommcr
'~ the Bolabola-man whom we had in coaﬁnemeauym‘\;
. found means to efcape out of the thip, carrying
with him the fhackle of the bilboo- bolt that had
| been put about his leg, which was taken from ' ’
. him, as foon as he arrived on Ihore bv one of
| the chiefs, and given to Omai; who qmckly came
L on board, to inform the Captaia t at his
| mortal enemy was again let loofe upoa hfm.
’ : We
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We found, upon enquiry, that the fentry placed
over the prifoner, and even the whole watch in
that part of the fhip where he was confined,
having fallen afleep, he feized the favourable op-
portunity, took the key of the irons out of the
drawer into which he had feen it put, and fet him-
felf at liberty. This efcape convinced the Com-
modore, that his people had been very remifs
in their night-duty ; which rendered it neceflary
to chaftize thofe who were now in fault, and to ef-
tablith fome new regulations that might prevent
fimilar negligence in future. He was pleafed at
hearing, afterwards, that the fellow who had
efcaped, had gone over to Ulietea.

Omai was no fooner fettled in his new habi-
tation, than Captain Cook began to think of de-

- parting from Huaheine, and got every thing]oﬂ'

from the fhore this evening, except a goat big
with kid, and a horfe and mare; which were left
in the pofleflion of our friend, who was now to
be finally feparated from us: We alfo gave him
a boar and two fows of the Englith breed ; and
he had got two or three fows of his own. The:
horfe had cowvered the mare during our continu-
ance at Otaheite; fo that the introduion of a ‘
breed of horfes into thefe iflands, has probably
fucceeded, by this valuable prefent. v
With regard to Omai’s domeftic e{’cabhfhment,
he had procured at Otaheite; four or five foxtous,
or pe0ple of the lower clafs; the two young New-
Zcalanders
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Zealanders remained with him ; and his bro-
ther, and feveral others, joined him at Hua-
heine ; fo that his family now confifted of ten or
eleven perfons ; if that can juftly be denominats
ed a family, to which not one female belonged.
The houfe which our people ereted for him was
twenty-four feet by eighteen ; and about ten feet
in height. It was compofed of boards, which
were the fpoils of our military operations at Ei-
meo; and, in the conftrution of it, as few nails
as poffible were ufed, left there might be an in-
ducement, from the defire of iron, to pull it
down. It was agreed upon, that, immediately
after our departure, he fhould erett a fpacious
‘houfe after the mode of his own country ; one

:cnd of which was to be brought over that which
we had built, fo as entirely to enclofe it for
 ereater fecurity. In this work, fome of the chiefs

of the ifland promifed to contribute their afif-

- tance; and if the intended building’fhould cover

the ground which was marked out for it, few of
the houfes in Huaheine will exceed it in mag-
nitude. )

Omai’s European weapons confifted of a fowl-
ing-piece, two pair of piftols, feveral fwords or
cutlaffes, a mufquet, baYonct, and a cartouch-
box.. After he had got on fhore whatever ap-
pertained to him, he had the ‘two Captains, and
moft of the officers of both our fhips, two or
three times, to dinner; on which occafions, his

* table
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table was plentifully fupplied with the beft pra-

. vifions. that the ifland could afford. Before we

fet fail, the Commodore caufed the following in-
fcription to be cut upon the outfide of his houfe :

Georgius Tertius, Rex, 2 Novembris, 1777,
Refolution, Fac. Cook, Pr.
Naves {Dg’/‘covery, Car. Clerke, Pr.

"On Sunday, the 2d of November, at four
o’clock, we took the advantage of an eafter-
ly breeze, and failed out of Owharre harbour.
Moft of our friends continued on board till-our
veflels were under fail; when Captain Cook, to
gratify their curiofity, ordered five guns to be
fired. Then they all left us, except Omai, who
remained till we were out at fea. We had come
to fail by a hawfer faftened to the fhore, which,
in cafting the fhip, parted, being cut by the rocks,
and its outer end was left behind: it therefore
became neceflary to difpatch a boat to bring it
on board. In this boat, our friend Omai went
athore, after having taken a very affetionate fare-
wel of all the officers. He fuftained this part-
ing with 2 manly fortitude, till he came to Cap-
tain Cook, when, notwithftanding all his efforts,
he was unable to fupprefs his tears; and he wept
all the time in going athore, as Mr. King, who
accompanied him in the boat, afterwards inform-
ed the Captain.

Though
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" Though we had now, to our great fatisfattion,
. brought “him fafe back to the very fpot from
* which he was taken, it is probable, that we left
© him in a fituation lefs defirable than that which
- he was in before his conne&xon with us : not that,
- having tafted the comforts of civilized life,
he muft become more wretched from being
~ obliged to relinquith all thoughts of continuing

- them, but merely becaufe the advantagcs he re-

- ceived from us, have placed him in a more ha-
- zardous fituation, with refped .to his petfonal
. fafety. From being greatly carefled in England,

- he had loft fight of his- prxmary condition, and
did not conﬁdcr in what manner his acqmﬁtxons,
 either of knowledge or of wealth, would be efti-
- mated by his countrymen, at his return ; which
~ were the only things whereby he could recom-
~ mend himfelf to them now, more than before,
* and on which he could lay the foundation either
. of his future happinefs or greatnefs. He ap-
© peared to have, in fome meafure, forgotten their
" cuftoms in this refpe&, and even to have mif-
. taken their genius ; otherwife he muft have been
. convinced of the extreme difficulty there would
~ be in getting himfelf admitted as a man of rank,
. where there is fcarce a fingle inftance of a per-
" fon’s being raifed from an inferior {’cauon even

' by the greateft merit. Rank feems to be the ;
-~ foundation of all power and diftinction here, and .

s fo pcrtmzcxouﬂy adhered to, thar, unlefs a per-
- Vo IL.—n°7. E < fon
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fon has fome degree of it, he will be contemp-
ed and hated, if he pretends to exercife any au-
thority. This was really the cafe, in a great
meafure, with Omai ; though his countrymen
were rather cautious of exprefling their fenti-
ments while we continued among them.

If he had made a proper ufe of the prefents
ke brought with him from Great-Britain, this,
with the knowledge he had gained by travelling,
might have enabled him to form the moft ad-
vantageous conneétions. But he exhibited too
many proofs of a weak inattention to this ob-
vious means of promoting his inteseft. He had
formed fchemes of a higher nature; it may
indeed be faid, meaner; for revenge, rather
than a defire of greatnefs, appeared to influence
him from the beginning. His father was, cer-
tainly, a man of confiderable property in Ulie-
tea, when that ifland was fubdued by the inha-
bitants of Bolabola; and, with rhany others, fled
for refuge to Huaheine, ‘where he died, and left
Omai, with feveral other children, who thus
became entirely dependent. In this fituation,
Captain Furneaux took him up, and brought him
to Enpgland. - Whether he expefted, from the
treatment he there met with, that any affiftance
would be afforded him againft the enemies of his
father and his country, or whether he had the
vanity to fuppofe, that his own fuperiority of
knowledge, and perfonal courage, would be fuf-

6 ficient
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~ ficient to difpoffefs the conquerors of Ulietea, is
uncertain; but, from the very commencement
~ of the voyage, this was his conftant topic. He
- would not pay any attention to our remonftrances
" on fuch an inconfiderate determination, but was
~ difpleafed, whenever more reafonable counfels were
propofed for his benefit. Nay, he was fo ridi-
culoufly attached to his favourite fcheme, that
he affeCted to believe the Bolabolans would cer-
- tainly quit the conquered ifland, as foon as they
" fhould have intelligence of his arrival in Otaheite. .
As we proceeded, however, on our voyage, he
- began to perceive his error; and, by the time of
- our arrival at the Friendly Iflands, had fuch ap-
- prehenfions of his reception in his own country,
that he was inclined to have remained at Ton-
gataboo, under the proteion of his friend Fee-.
nou. At thefe iflands, he fquandered away a
~ confiderable part of his European treafure; and
- he was equally imprudent at Otzheite, till Cap-
- tain Cook put a ftop to his profufion. He alfo
- formed fuch improper connetions there, that
~ Otoo, though at firft difpofed to countenance
~him, afterwards openly expreffed his difdppro-
bation of his condu&. He might, however, have
- recovered the favour of that chief, and have fet-
- tled, to great advantage, in Otaheite, as he had
formerly lived fome years there, and was now
. honoured with the notice of Towha, whofe va-
. luable prefent of a large double canoe has been .
" E 2 already
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already mentioned: But he continued undeter-
mined to the laft; and probably would not have

> adopted the plan of fettlement in Huaheine, if

Captain Cook had not fo pofitively refufed to
employ force in reftoring him to the pofieflion
of his father’s property.

Omal’s greateft danger, in his prefent fituation,
will arife from the very imprudent declarations
of his antipathy to the Bolabolans. For thefe
people, from motives of jealoufy, will undoubt-
edly endeavour to render him obnoxious to the
inhabitants of Huaheine; as they are now at
peace with that ifland, and may eafily accomplith

“their defigns. This circumftance, he might,

with great eafe, have avoided. For they were not
only free from any averfion to"him, but the chief,
whom we mentioned before, as a prieft or god,
even offered to reinftate him in his father’s lands.
But he peremptorily refufed this; and, to the
very laft, continued fixed in his refolution to em-
brace the firft opportunity of fatisfying his re-
venge'in battle. To this he is perhaps not a lit-
tle ftimulated by the coat ‘of mail he bréught
from England; cIothed iri which, and furnifhed

with fire-arms, he- 1d]y imagines that he fhall’ bc
savincible.

The defefs of Omar’s chara&cr were confi-
derably over-balanced by. his great good-nature,
and docile, traltable dlfpoﬁtlon Captain Cook,
during_ the whole txmc he was with him, feldom

had
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had reafon to be ferioufly d‘fp]eafed with-his ge-
neral condu&t. His grateful heart ever retained -
the higheft fenfe of the favours conferred on him
in England; nor will he ever be unmindful of
thofe who honoured him, while in that kingdom,
with their friendfhip and protettion. Though
he had ‘a tolerable fhare of underftanding, he
fhewed little application and perfeverance in ex-
erting it, fo that he had but a general and im-
perfe&t knowledge of things. He was not aman
.of any great degree of obfervation. There were
. many elegant amufements, as well as ufeful arts,
among the Friendly Iflanders, which he might
‘have conveyed to his native country, where they,
- in all probability, would have been readily adopt-
ved. But we never found that he endeavoured
to make himfelf mafter of any one of them.
Such indifference is, indeed, the charateriftic
- foible of his countrymen. Though they have
been vifited by Europeans, at times, for thefe

ten years paft, we could not difcern the flighteft -
' veftige of any attempt to profit by this inter-
. courfe 5 ‘nor have they hitherto imitated us in any
- refpect. It muft not, therefore, be expetted,
- that Omai will be able to introduce among them
many of our arts and cuftoms, or much improve
thofe to which they have been familiarized by
-~ long habit. We truft, however, that he will ex-
. ert his endeavours to bring to perfection the va-
. rious fruits and vegetables that were pla_nted by
' E 3. : us;
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“us; which will be no fmall acquifition. But the
principal advantage thefe iflands are likely to
receive from the travels of Omai, will probably
arife from the animals that have been left upon
them ; which, perhaps, they never would have

‘When thefe multiply, Otaheite, and the Society
Ifles, will equal any place in the known woerld,
with refpeét to provifions. -

Omai’s return, and the fubftantial proofs he
carried back with him of Britith liberality, en-
couraged many to offer themfelves as volunteers
to accompany us to Pretane. €aptain Coek took

mination to reje&t all applications of that kind.
Omai, who was ambitious of remaining the only
great traveller among ‘them; being afraid left the
Captain might be prevailed upon to place others
in a fituation of rivalling him, frequently re-
minded him of the daclaration of the Earl ef
Sandwich, that no others of his countrymen were
to come to England. ’
Had there been the fmalleft probability of any
fhip being again fent to New-Zealand, the Com-

" modore would have brought the two youths of
that country home with him, both of them be-
ing very deftrous of continuing with us. F awei-
harooa, the eldeft,'was endowed with ftrong na-
tural fenfe, was extremely well-difpofed, and ¢a-
~pable of receiving any. inftruction, -He appear-
-~ . - - : N Cd
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‘ed to be fenfible of the inferiority of his own
coun;:ry to thefe iflands, and refigned himfelf,
though perhaps not without reluétance, to end his
days at Huaheine in eafe and plenty. But the
other, named Kokoa, was fo ftrongly attached to
us, that it became neceffary to make ufe of force
in carrying him athore. He was a fmart witty

boy; and, on that account, great notice had beem .
~ taken of him on board. '

CHAP. VI

drrival at Ulietea—One of the Marines deferts,
but is brought back by Captain Cook—Intelli-
geuce from Omai— Inftruitions to Captain Clerke—
Two__others de efert—The two Captains feck
tbem ‘in vain—The Chzef’s Son, Daugbter, and
ber Hufband, confined en board the Di ifcovery—
Unfuccefsful Confpiracy 0f the Natives againft
she Captains—The two Deferters are recover-
ed—Tbe Chief’s Family fet at Liberty—The
Ships fail—Remarks on the Ulzetean.s—Pnﬁnt
and former State of their Ifland.

S foon as the boat, in which Omai was con-
: veyed athore, had returned, with the re-
_mainder of the hawfer, to the ﬂnp, we hoifted

E 4 her
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her in, and ftaod over for leetea without delay,
The next morning, which was the 3d of No-
vember, we made fail round the fouthern end of
that ifland, for the harbour of Ohamaneno. We
met with variable light airs and calms alter-
nately, fo that, at twelve o’clock, we were ftill
at the diftance of a league from the mouth of the
harbour ; and while we were thus detained, Oreo,
the chief of the ifland, with his fon and fon-in-
~ law, came off to pay us a vifit. All the boats
* were now hoifted out, and fent a-head to tow,
" being aflifted by a flight foutherly breeze. This
foon failing, and-being fucceeded by an eafterly
one, which blew right out of the harbour, we
were obliged to anchor at its entrance, about two
o’clock, and to warp in, which employed us till
night. We.were no fooner within the harbotir;
than our fhips were furrounded with canoes,
filled with the natives, who Jprought a fupply of
fruit and hogs, which they exchanged for our
commodities.
~ The following day, the Refolution was moored
. clofe to' the northern fhore, at the head of the
harbour; and the Difcovery along-fide the
fouthern thore. Captain Cook, in the mean time,
returned Oreo’s vifit, and prefented that chief
with a red-feathered cap from Tongataboo, a
fhirt, a linen gown, and a few other things of
lefs value, ‘Oreo, and fome of his friends, then
accornpamed him an n board to dinner. On Thurf-

~ ) 3 ‘ dav
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day the 6th, the obfervatories were fet up, and
the neceffary inftruments carriéd on fhore. The
two fucceeding days, Captain Cook, Mr. ng,
and Mr. Bayly, obferved the fun’s azimuths, both
‘on fhore and on board, with all the compaffes,
in order to difcover the variation. Nothing re-
markable happened, till very early in the morn~-
ing of the 13th, when a marine, named John
Harrifon, who was fentinel at the obfervatory,
deferted, taking with him his mufquet and ac-
coutrements, As foon as we gained intelligence
which way he had gone, a party was detached in
fearch of him; but they returned towards the
evening, without fuccefs. The next day, Cap-.
tain Cook- applied to the chief concerning this
affair, who promifed to fend a party of the iflan-
ders after the fugitive, and gave us hopes that
he fhould be brought. back in the courfe of that
day. . This, however,, did not happen; and we
had reafon to 'i'rﬁagine, that the chief had taken
no feps towards finding him. -

We had, at this tlme, a confiderable number
of the natives about our thips, and feveral thefts
were committed ; the confequences of which be-
ing apprehended py thém, very few of them
.came to vifit us-the next morning. Oreo him-
felf caught the alarm, and fled with his whole
family. Captain Cook confidered this as a good
opportunity to infift upon their delivering up the
deferter; and having heard that he was then at

L]
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a place called Hamoa, fituate on the other fide
of the ifland, he repaired thither with two armed
boats, attended by a native. In their way, they
met with the chief, who alfo embarked with them.

The Captain, with a few of his men, landing

about a mile and a half from the fpot, marched
wp to it, with great expedition, left the fight of
the boats fhould give the alarm, and allow the of-
fender fufficient time to make his efcape to the
mountains. This precaution proved unneceflary ;
for the natives of that part of the ifland having
obtained information of the Captain’s approach,

were prcpared to deliver up the fugitive. He

- was found, with his mufquet lying bcforc him,

feated betwixt two women, who, the inftant that
the Captain entered the houfe, rofe up to plead
in his vindication. As fuch proceedings deferved
to be difcouraged, the Captain, with a ftern look,
bid them be gone; upon which they burit into
tears, and retired. Paha, the chief of that dif-

tri¢t, now came with 2 fuckinc-pig, and a plan-

tain-tree, which he was on the point of prefenting
to Captaih Cook, as a peace-offering ; who re-

jected it, and having ordered the chief to quit

his prefence, embarked with Harrifon in one of
the boats, and returned to the thips. After this,
harmony was fpeedily reftored. The delinquent
made no other excufe for his condu&®, than
that the natives had enticed him away ; which
perhaps was in a great meafure true, as Paha, and
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the two women above-mentioned, had been at
the thip the day before his defertion. As he had
remained at his ftation till thhm a few mirtutes
of the time in which he was to have been re-
lieved by another, the pumfhment he received
was not very fevere. s
About a fortnight after we had arrived in Ulie-
tea, Omai difpatched two of his people in a ca-
noe, with intelligence, that he continued un-
difturbed by the inhabitants of Huaheine, and
that every thing fucceeded with him, except that
his goat had died in kidding. This informa-
tion was accompanied with a.requeft, that Cap-
tain Cook would fend him another goat, and alfo
two axes. Pleafed with this additional oppor-
tunity of ferving his friend, the Captain fent back -
“the meflengers to Huaheine, on the 18th, with
the axes, and a male and female kid.
On Wednefday the 1gth, the Commodore de-
livered to Captain Clerke his inftructions how to
. proceed, in cafe of feparation, after quitting thefe
iflands. - The purport of thefe inftruétions was -
as follows: that, whereas the paffage from the
Society Ifles to the narthern coaft of America
was of confiderable length, and asa part of it
muft be performed in the depth of winter, when
~ boifterous weather muft be expected, which might
perhaps occafion a feparation, Captain Clerke
fhould take all poffible care to prevent this; but
that if the two fhips fhould clance to be fepa-

rated,
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rated, he, after fearching for Captain Cook, and
rot finding him in five days, was to proceed to-

wards the coaft of New-Albion, and endeavour .

to fall in with it in the latitude of 45% where
he was to cruize for him ten days ; and not fee-
ing him in that time, was to put into the firft
convenient harbour, in or to the north of that
latitude, to obtain refrefkments, and takein Woogl
and water : that, during his continuance in port,
he was conftantly to look out for Captain Cook ;
and if the latter did not join him before the 1t
of April following, he was to proceed northward
to the latitude of 56°, where, at fuch adiﬁancé
from the coaft as did not exceed fifteen leagues,
he was to cruize for him till the 1oth of May ;
and not finding him, was to proceed on a north-
erly, courfe, and attempt. to difcover a paflage
into the Atdantic Ocean, either through Hud-
fon’s or Baffin’s Bays, as directed by the inftruc-
tions of the Board of Admiralty: that, if he
fhould fail in thofe endeavours, he was to re-
pair to the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul in

Kamt{chatka, and pafs the winter there : but that
" ifhe could not pracure refrethments at that port,
he was at liberty to go where he fhould think

.

proper, leaving with the Governor, before his -

departure, an account” of his deftination, to be
delivered to Captain Cook on his arrival ; and
thar, in the fpring of the year following (1779)
he was to return to the port above-mentioned :
that

<y
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that if he then received no further orders from
Captain Cook, o as to juftify his purfuing any
orl‘m‘(:ies than thofe which were pomted
‘out in the inftructions of the Lords of the Ad-
miralty, his' future proceedmgs were to be di-
reted by them ; and that, in cafe of being pre-
vented, by illnefs or -any other caufe, fro'n car-
rying thefe, and the inftructions of their Lord-
thips, inte execution, he was to leave them w1th ‘
the officer who was next in command.

While we lay moored to the fhore, we fcrub-
bed both fides cf the bottoms of our veflels, and
alfo fixed fome plates of tin under the binds.
Thefe plates Captain Cook received from the
ingenious Mr. Pelham, Secretary to the Com-
miffioners for vi&ualﬁno the royal navy, for the
" purpofe of trying whcther tin would fucceed as
wel as copper, in fhieathing the bdttoms of fhips.

- On Monday the 24th, in the morning, the
Commodore was informed that two of the Dif-
eovery’s people, one of whom was a Midthipman,
were miffing. Not long after, .we learned from
the natives, that they had embarked in a canoe -
the preceding night, and were now at the othcr
end of the ifland. As the Midthipman had ex-
prefled a defire of continuing - at one of thefe
iflands, lt‘vas extremely probable that he and
his companion had gone off with that mtent.
Captam Clerke therefore, with two armed boacc
and a detachment of marines, fet out in queft o{

the
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the fugitives, but returned in the evening with-
out fuccefs.. From the conduét of the iflanders,
he was of opinion, that they intended to con-
ceal the deferters; and, with this view, had de-
ceived him with falfe information, dire&ting him
to feek for them where they could not be found.
He was not miftaken ; for, the next morning,
intelligence was brought, that the two runaways
were in the Ifle of Otaha. Thefe not being the
- only perfons in the fhips who were defirous of
remaining at thefe favourite iflands, it was ne-
ceffary, in order to give an effeGtual difcourage-
ment to any further defertion, to recover them
at all events. Captain Cook therefore deter-
mined to go in purfuit of them himfelf, having
obferved that the natives feldom attempted to
amufe him with falfe information. He accord-
ingly fet out with two armed boats, accompa-
nied by Oreo himfelf. They proceeded, withaug
ftopping at any place, till they came to the eaftern
fide of Otaha, where they put athore; and the
chief difpatched a man before them, with orders
to feize the fugitives, and keep them till the
Cagtam and his attendants fhould arrive with the
bodts.- But when they had got to the place where
they expected to find them, they were informed,
that they had quitted this ifland, and gone to
Bolabola the preceding day. The Captain, not
chufing to follow them thither, returned to the
fhips, with a full determination to have recourfe
to
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tq 2 meafyre, which, he had reafon to believe,

would compel the natives to reftore them.
On the 26th, foon after break of day, Oreo,
with his fon, daughter, and fon-in-law,- having
come on board the Refolution, Captain Cook re-
folved to detain the three laft, till our deferters
fhould be delivered up. With this view, Cap-
tain Clerke invited them on board his fhip; and,
as foon as they arrived in his cabin, a fentinel
was placed at the door, and the window fecured.
This proceeding greatly furprized them; and
Captain Clerke having explained the reafon of it,
they burft into tears, and begged he would not
kill'them. He affured them he would not, and
that the moment his people were brought back,
they fhould be releafed. This, however, did not
remove their uneafinefs, and they bewailed their
fate in filent forrow. The chief being with Cap-
tain Cook when he received intelligence of this
affair, immediately mentioned it to him, ima-
gining that this ftep had been taken without his
knowledge and approbation. The Captain in-
ftantly undeceived him; and then he began to
entertain apprehenfions with refpe& to his own
fituation, and his countenance indicated the great-
eft perturbation of mind. But the Caprain foon
quicted his fears, by telling him, that he was at
-liberty to quit the fhip whenever he chofe, and
to take fuch fteps towards the recovery of our
two men, as he thould judge beft calculated for
that
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that purpofe; and that, if he fhould meet with
fuccefs, his friends on board the Difcovery fhould
be releafed from their confinement: if not, that
they fhould certainly be carried away with us.
The Captain added, that the chief’s condudt, as
well as that of many of his countrymen, in not
only affifting thefe two men ‘to makckhexr efcape,
o t in endeavouring, at this vcry time, to pre-
M to follow them, would juftify
. any meafure that would ferve to ‘put a ftop to
fuch proceedings. This @inauon of the mo-
tives upon which the Commodore alted, -feemed
to remove, in a orcat degree, that general con-
fternation into which Oreo, and his people who
were prefent, were at firft thrown. Bur, though
relieved from all, apprehenfions with regard to
their own fafety, they were ftill under the deepeft
concern for the prifoners inthe Difcovery. Num-
bers of them went under the ftern of that fhip
in canoes; “and lamented theu‘ capthty with’
long and loud exclamations. The name of Poe-
dooa (for that was the appe]latlon of Oreo’s
~ daughter) refounded from evqry quarter ; and the
women not only made a moft difmal howling,
but ftruck their bofoms, and cut their heads with
fhark’s teeth, which occafi oncd a confiderable
effufion of blood.

The chief now dlfparched a’canot to Bola-
bola, with a meffage to Opoony, king of that
ifland, mformma him of what "had” happencd

and

—
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and requefling him to feize the two deferters, and
fend them back. Themeffenger, who was the father
"~ of Oreo’s fon-in-law Pootoe, came to receive
Capt. Cook’s commands before his departure; who
firittly enjoined him not to return without the
fugitives, and to tell Opoony, from him, that,
- if they had left the ifle of Bolabola, he muft fend
canocs in purfuit of them.

The impatient natives, not thinking proper to
truft to the return of our people for the releafe of
the prifoners, were induced to meditate an at-
tempt, which, if it had not. been prevented,
might have involved them in ftill greater diitrefs.
Between five and fix o’clock, Captain Cook, who.
was then on fhore, abreaft of the fhip, obferved
that all their canoes, in and about the harbour,
began to move off.. He enquired, in vain, for
the caufe of this; till our people, calling to us
from the Difcovery, informed us, that fome of
the iflanders had feized Captain Clerke and Mr.
Gore, as they were waiking at a fmall diftance
from the fhips. The Commodore, ftruck with
the boldnefs of this fcheme of- retaliation, which
feemed to countera& him in his own way, in-
ftantly commanded his people to arm; and, ina
few minutes, a ftrong party, under the conduét
of Mr. King, was fent to the refcue of our two
gentlemen. Two armed boats, and a party under
Mr. Williamfon, were difpatched at the fame
tiure, to intercept the flying canoes in their re-

Vor.1l.—x°8. F treat
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treat to the fhore. Thefe detachments had fcarce-
ly gone out of fight, when intelligence arrived
that we bad been mifinfermed ; upon which they
were immediately called in.

It manifeftly appeared, however, from feveral
corroberating particulars, that the natives had
-attually formed the defign of feizing Captain
Clerke; and they even made no fecret in fpeak..
ing of it the following day. But the principal
part of their plan of operations was to have laid
hold of the perfgn of Captain Cook. He was ac-
cuftomed to bathe every evening in the frefh
water; on which occafions he frequently went
alone, and always unarmed. Expecting him to
go this evening, as ufual, they had refelved upon
feizing him, and Captain Clerke likewife, if he
had accompanied him. But Captain Cook, after
confining the chief’s family, had taken care to
avoid putting himfelf in" their power; and had
cautioned Captain Clerke and the officers, not to
go to any confiderable diftance from the fhips.
Oreo, in the courfe of the afternoon, aftked our
Commodore, three or four times, if he would not
go to the bathing-place; till at length finding
that he could not be prevailed upon, he retired,
with his people, notwithftanding all our entreaties
to the contrary. Having no fufpicion, at this
time, of their defign, Captain Cook imagined,
that a fudden panic had feized them, which would
probably be foon over. ~Being difappointed with

refpeét
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refpe& to him, they fixed upon thofe who were
more in their power. It was a fortunate circum-

ftance that they did not fucceed in their defign,

and that no mifchief was done on the occafion;
no mufquets being fired, except two or three, to
flop the canoes; to which firing, perhaps, Cap-
tain Clerke and Mr. Gore owed their fafety *;
for, at that moment, a party of the iflanders,

“armed with clubs, were marching towards them,

\

but difperfed on hearing the report of the mud~
quets.

This confpiracy was firft difcovered by a gxr}
who had been brought from Huaheine by one of.

our officers. Happening to everhear fome of the: .

Ulieteans fay, that they would feize Meflrs. Clerke:

and Gore, fhe immediately ran to acquaint the
firft of our people that the met with. Thofe who
had been intrufted with the execution of the de-

fign, threatened to put her to death, as focn as

we fhould quit Ulietea, for difappointing them:.
Bemg aware of thxs, we contrived that the crxrl s
friends fhould come, a day or two af'terwards, and
take her out of the thip, to convey her to'a place

where fhe might remain concealed, till the fhould -

find an opportunity of returning to Huaheine.

* It is not improbable that they were alfo indebted for their
fafety to Captain Clerke’s walking with a piftol in his hand,
which he once fired. We mention this cucumﬁancc on the
authonty of Captain King.

Fa.  On
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On Thurfday the 27th, we took down our ob-
fervatories, and carried on board whatever we
had athore; we then unmoored the fhips, and
moved a little way down the harbour, where we
anchored again. Towards the afternoon the na-
tives, fhal\mg off their a’pﬁrehcn‘ﬁons, gathered
round, and on board, our fhips, as ufual; and
the unplealing tranfadtions of the preceding day
feemed to be almoft forgotien by both parties.
In the fucceeding night; the wind blew in hard
fqualls, which were accompamed with heavy
fhowers of rain. In one of thefe fqualls, the
cable by which the Refol_L_ltlon was riding at an-
chor, parted; but, as we had another anchor
ready to let go, the thip was quickly brought up
again.

No account of our two fugitives having been
received from Bolabola, Oreo now fet out for
that ifland, defiring Caprain Cook to follow him,
the next day, thh the fhips. This was the Cap-
tain’s intention; but the wind prevented our
getting out to.fea. The fame wind, however,
which detained us in the harbeur, brought back
Oreo, with the two deferters, from Bolabola.
They had reached Otaha on the night of their
defertion; but being unable, for the want of
wind, to get to any of the iflands lying to the
eaftward, zs they at firft intended, they had pro-
ceeded to Bolabola, and thence to a little ifland
cailed Toobace, where they were apprehended by
R S Pootoe’s

are
kee
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Pootoe’s father. As foon as they were brought
on bozrd, the three prifoners in the Difcovery
were reftored to their liberty. Such was the ter-
" mination of an affair, which had given the Com-
modore much trouble and vexation. '
The wind continuing conflantly between the
~north and wef}, kept us in the harbour till Sunday
the 7th of December; when, at eight o’clock in
the morning, we weighed and made fail, with a
light breeze at the north-eaft point. During the
preceding week, we had been vifited by perfons
from all quarters of the ifland, who afforded us a
plentiful fupply of hogs and green plantains, fo
that the time we remained wind-bound in the
harbour was not totally loft; for green plantains
are an excellent fuccedaneum for bread, 2nd will
keep good for two or three weeks. Befides being
furnifhed with thefe provifions, we alfo took in
plenty of wood and water.
. The Ulieteans appeared to be, in general,
fmaller and more black than the natives of the
adjacent iflands, and feemed alfo lefs orderly,
which may, perhaps, be owing to their having
become fubject to the inhabitants of Bolabola.
- Qreo, their chief, is only a kind of deputy of
- the Bolabolan monarch; and the conqueft feems
to have diminifhed the number of fubordinate
chiefs refident among them: they are, thercfore,
lefs 1mmedlately under the eye of thofe whofe in-
gereft it is to enforce a proper obedience. Though
| Fg © Ulietea
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Ulietea is now reduced to this ftate of humiliating

—dependence, it “was formerly, as we were in-

formed, the moft er:\{in_ent of this group of iflands,
and was prebably the—firft feat of -government;
for we were told, that the prefent royal family of
Otaheite derives its defcent from that which ruled
here before the late revolution, The dethroned
king of Ulietea, whofe name is Ooroo, refides at °
Huaheine, furnifhing, in his own perfon, an in-
ftance not only of the inftability of power, bug

“alfo of the refpect paid by thefe iflanders to par-

ticular families of princely rank; for they allow

Ooroo to retain all the enfigns which are appro-~

priated by them to royalty, notwithftanding his
having been deprived of his dominions. We ob-

ferved a fimilar inftance of this during our ftay

at Ulietea, where one of our occafional vifitants

was Captain Cook’s old friend Oree, late chief

of Huaheine. He ftill maintained his confe-

quence,and was conftantly attended by a numerous

retinue, - '

CHAP,
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CHAP. VIIL

Proceed to Bolabola, accompanied by Oreo and others
—Application to Opoony for Monfieur de Bou-
Zainville's Ancbor— Reafons for purchafing it—
Delicacy of Opogny, in not accepting the Prefent
—Quit the Society Iflands—Defcription of Bola-
bola, and its Harbour—Curious Hiftory of the.
Redution of the two Iflands, Otaba and Uliztea
—Bravery of the Men of Bolabola— Account of
‘the Animals left at Bolabola and Ulietea— Proce/s
of falting Pork—Curfory Obfervations refpeiting
Otabeite, and the Society Iflands.

AVING taken our leave of Ulietea, we
fteered for Bolabola. Our principal reafon
for vifiting this ifland was, to procure one of the
anchors which had been loft at Otaheite by Mon-
fieur de Bougainville. This, we were informed,
had been aftérwards found by the natives there,
and fent by them to Opoony, the chief of Bola-
bola. It was not on account of our being in want
of anchors' that we ‘were anxious to get poffeffion’
of it; but, having parted with all our hatchets,
and other iron tools and implements, in purchafing
refrcfhments, we were now obliged to create a
frefh affortment of trading articles, by fabricating
them from the fpare iron we could find on board
and éven the greateft part of that had been already

Fa expended,
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expended. Captain Cook, there{ore, fuppofed
Monf. de Bougainville's anchor would, in a great
meafure, fupply cur want of this ufeful mateiial
and he did not entertain a doubt that Opoony
might be induced to part with it.

Oreo, accompanied by fix or eight others from
Ulietea, attended us to Bolabola; and, indeed,
moft of the nziives, except the chicf, would
gladly have talen a paffuge with us to England.
At fun-fet, being off the fouth point of Bolabola,
we fhortened fail, and pailed the mbnt making
thort boards. On the $th, at day break, we made
fail for the harbour, on the weft fide of the ifland.
The wind being {cant, it was niné o’clock before
we were near enough to fend away a boat to found
the entrance. ' : :

The mafter, when he returned with the boat,
reported, that the entrance “of the harbour was
rocky at the botiom, but that there was good
ground within; and the depth of water twenty-
five and twenty-feven fathoms; and that there
was room to turn the thips in.  Upon this infor-
mation, we attempted to work the fhips in; but,
the wind and tide being againft us, we made two
or three trips, and found it could not be accom-
plithed till the tide fhould turn in our favour.
Whereupon Captain Cook gave up the defign of
carrying the fhips into the harbour, and embark-
ing in one of the boats, attended by Oreo and his

- companions, was rowed in for the ifland.

: ' ’ As
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As foon as they were got athore, the Commo-
dore was introduced to Opoony, furrounded by a
vaft concourfe of people. The neceffary formality
of complihlents being over, he requefted the
chief to give him the anchor ; and, to induce him
to comply with the requeft, produced the prefent
he intended for him. It confifted of a linen night-
gown, fome gauze handkerchiefs, a thirt, a look-
ing-glafs, fome beads and toys, and fix axes.
Opoony, however, refufed to accept the prefent

till the Commodore had received the anchor; and

ordered three perfons to go and deliver it to him;
with direions to receive from him what he

thought proper in return. With thefe meffengers

we fet out in our boats for a neighbouring ifland,
where the anchor had been depofited; but it was
neither fo large, nor fo perfect, as we expected.
By the mark that was upon it, we found that it
had originally weighed feven hundred pounds;
but it now wanted the two palms, the ring, and
part of the fhank. The reafon of Opoony’s re-
fufing Captain_ Cook’s prefent was now apparent,
he, doubtlefs, fuppofed that the anchor, in its
prefent ftate, was fo much inferior to it in value,
that, when he faw it, he would be difpleafed.
The Commodore, notwithftanding, took thean-
chor as he found it, and fent the whole of the pre-
fent, which he, at firft, intended. This nego-
ciation being completed, the Commodore returned
on board hoifted in the boats, and made fail to

thc

Pad
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the north. But, while we were hoifting in the
boats, we were vifited by fome of the natives,
who came off, in three or four canoes, to fee the
fhips. They brought with them one pig, and a
few cocoa-nuts.

Had we remained there tili the next day, we
fhould probably have been fupplied with plenty

- of provifions; -and the natives would, doubtlefs, .
be difappointed when they found we were gone :
but, having already a good ftock of hogs and fruit

"on board, ancr not many articlés left to purchafe .
more, we had no inducement to defer the profe-
cution of our voyage.

Oteavanooa, the harbour of Bolabola, fituated
on the weft fide of the ifland, is very capacious;
and, though we did not enter it, Captain Cook™
‘had the fatisfaction of being informed, by perfons-
employed by him for that purpofe, that it was a
very proper place for the reception of(_jps. _

Towards the middle of this ifland is a lofty
double-peaked mountain, which appeared to be
barren on the eaft fide, but, on the weft fide,
has fome trees or bufhes. The lower grounds,

" towards the fea, like the other iflands of this
ocean, are covered with cocoa-palms, and bread-
fruit trees. There are many litde iflots that fur-
round it, which add to the number of its inha-
bitants, and to the amount of its vcgetablc
produ&xons.

Confider=
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Confidering the fmall extent of Bolabola, being
only eight leagues in circumference, it is remark-
able that its people thould have been able to conx.
quer Ulietéa and Otaha; the former of which
iflands is, alone, more than Mouble its fize, In
each of Captain Cook’s threc_ voyages, the war
which produced this great revolution, was fre-
quently mentioned; and, as it may amufe the
reader, we fhall give the hiftory of it as related
by themfelves.

@

-

Ulietea and Otaha had long been friends ; or,

as the natives emphatically exprefs it, they were
confidered as two brothers, whofe views and in-
terefls were the fame. * The ifland of Huaheine
was alfo admitted as their friend, but not in fo
eminent a degree. Like 2 traitor, Otaha leagued
with Bolabala, jointly to dttack Ulietea; whofe
people required the affiftance of their friends of
Huaheine, againft thefe united powers. The in-
habitants of Bolabola were encouraged by a pro.
phetefs, who predi€ed’ their fuccefs; and, that

théy might rely upon her predicion, fhe defired

a man might be fent to a particular part of the

fea, where, from a great depth, would arif-a -,

ftone. He was accordingly fent in a canoe to the
place fpecified, and was going inftantly to dive
after’ the ftone, when, behold, it fpohtarieouﬂy
ftarted up to the furface, and came immediately
into his hand! All the people were aftonifhed at
the fight'; the ftone was deemed facred, and de-

pofited
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pofited in the houfe of the La‘ooa; and is fiill
preferved, as a proof that this prophetefs had
great influence with the divinitv. Elevated with
the hopes of victory, the canocs of Bolabola at-
tacked thofe of Ulietea and FHuaheine; the en-
counter was of long duration, and, notwithftand-
ing the miracle, the Bolabolz fleet would have been
vanquifhed, had not that of Qtaha arrived at the
critical moment. The fortune of the day was
now turned, and their enemies were totally de-
feated. Two days after, the men of Bolabola
invaded Huaheine, of which they made thems
felves mafters ; it being weakly defended, as moft
of its warriors were then abfent. Many of its
fugitives, however, having got to Otaheite, there
related “their lamentable tale. This fo affeGted
their own countrymen, and thofe of Ulietea
whom they found in that ifland, that they ob-
tained their afliftance. They were furnithed with
only ten fighting canoes, and with that incon-
fiderable force, effeted a landing at Huaheine,
when dark at night; and, taking the Bolabola
men by furprize, killed many of them, and dif-
perfed the reft. Thus they again poffeflfed them-
felves of their own ifland, which now remains in-
dependent, and is governed by its own chiefs.
When the united fleets of Ulietea and Huzheine
were defeated, the men of Bolabola were applied
to by their allies of Otaha to be allowed an equal
fhare of the conquefts, This being refufed, the
' | alliance
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alliance broke; and, during the war, Otaha was
conquered, as well as Ulietea, both of which re-
main fubjett to Bolabola; the chiefs by whom
they are governed, being cnly deputies to Opoony,
the king of that ifland.

Such was their hiftory of the war. It has al-
ready been obferved, that thefe people are ex-
tremely deficient in recolleting the exa& dates
of paft evenrs. And, refpecting this war, though
it happened but a few years ago, we could only
guefs at the time of its commencement and dura-
tion, the natives not being able to fatisfy our én-
quiries with any precifion. Tke final conqueft
of Ulietea, which terminated the war, had: been
atchieved before Captain Cook was there in 1769 ;
but it was very apparent that peace had ndt been
loag reftored, as marks of recent hoftilities having
been committed were then to be feen. By at-
tending to -the age of Teercetareea, the prefent
chief of Huaheine, fome additional collateral
proof may be gathered. - He did not appear to
be above ten or twelve years of age, and his fa-
ther, we were informed, had been killed in one
of the engagements.

The Bolabola men, fince the conqueft of Uli-

etea and Otzha, are confidered as invincible ; and
' their fame is fo far extended, that, even at Ota-
heite, if not dreaded, they-are refpected for their
~valour. It is afferted, that they never fly from
©an enemy, and that they always are vicorious

againft
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againft an equal pumber of the other iflanders,
Their neighbours, too, afcribe much to the fupe-
riority of their god, who, they believed, dctamcd
us by contrary wmds at Ulietea. -

The eftimation in which the Bolabola men are
held at Otaheite, may be gathered from Monfieur
de Bougainville’s anchor having been fent to their
fovereign. The intention of tranfporting the
Spantth bull to their ifland, muft be afcribed to
the fame cavfe. And they already poffefled a
third European curiofity, a male animal brought
to Otaheite by the Spaniards. This animal had
been fo imperfectly defcribed by the natives, that
we had been much puzzled to conjetture what it
could be. Some good, however, generally arifes
out of evil. When Captain Clerke’s deferters

- were brought back from Bolabola, they told us

the animal had been fhewn to them, and that it
was a ram. If our men had not deferted, it is
probable we-thould never have known this.

In confequence of this intelligence, Captain
Cook, when he landed to meet Opoony, carried
an ewe on fhore, of the Cape of Good Hope breed,
by which he has probably laid the foundation for
a breed of fheep at Bolabola. = He alfo left with
Oreo, at Uiictea, two goats, and an Englifh boar
and fow : fo that the race of hogs will be con-
fiderably improved, in a few years, at Otaheite,
and all the acighbouring iflands; and they will,

5 perhaps,
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perhaps, be ftocked with many valuable Euro-
pean animals.

When this is really the cafe, thefe iflands will
be unrivalled in abundance and variety of refreth-~
ments for the fupply of navigators. Even in
their prefent ftate, they are hardly to be excelted.

" When the inhabitants are not difturbed by intef-
tine broils, which has been the cafe for feveral
years paft, their produltions are numerous and
plentiful.

If we had poffeffed a greater aflortment of goods,
and a proper quantity of falt, we might have falted

~ as much pork £ would have been fuﬂicxcnt to laft
both thips almoft a year. But we quite exhaufted
our trading commodities at the Friendly Iflands,
Oraheite, and its neighbourhood. Our axes, in
particular, were nearly gone, with which, alone,
hogs were, in general, to be purchafed. The
falt that remained on board, was not more than
was requifitc for curing fifteen puncheons of
meat.
~ The following procefs of curing pork has been
adopted by Captain Cook in his feveral voyages.
The hogs were killed in the evening; when
cleaned, they were cut up, and the bone taken
out. The meat was falted while it was hot, and.
laid fo as to permit the juices to drain from it, till
the next morning : it was then falted again, put

.into a cafk, and covered with pickle. It re-

-« mained, in this fituation, four or ﬁve days ; when

it
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it was taken out, and carefully examined ; and,

~ if any of it appeared to be in the leaft tainted,

which was fometimes the cafe, it was feparated
from the reft, which was repacked, headed up,
and filled with good pickle. It was again exa-
mined in about eight or ten days time, but there
appeared to be no neceffity for it, as, if-was gene-~
rally found:to be all perfectly cured. Bay and
white falt, mixed together, anfwers the beft,though
ecither of them will do alone. Great care was
taken’ that none of the large blood-veffels re-
mained in the meat; and not too much fhould
be packed together at the firft falting, left thofe
pieces which are in the middle fhould heat, and
hinder the falt from penetrating them. In tro-
pical climates, meat ought not to be falted in
rainy fultry weather.

Europeans having, of late, fo frequently vi-
fited thefe iflanders, they may, on that account,
have been induced to breed a larger ftock of
hogs; knowing that, whenever we come, they
may be certain of receiving what they efteem a
valuable confideration for them. They daily ex-

~ peét the Spaniards at Otaheite, and, in two or

three years tune, they will doubtlefs expe&t the
Englith there, as well as at the other iflands. It
is ufelefs to affure them that you will not return,
for they fuppofe you cannot avoid it; though
none of them either know, or enquire, the reafon
of your coming. It would, perhaps, have been

T better
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better for thefe people, to have been ignorant of
our fuperiority, than, after once knowing it, to be
abandoned to their original incapacity. They
cannot, indeed, be reftored to their former happy
mediocrity, if the intercourfe between us fhould
be difcontinued. . o
It is, in a manner, incumbent on the Euro-
peans to pay them occafional vifits (once in three
or folr years) to fupply them with thofe articles,
which we, by introducing, have given them a
predilection for. The want of fuch fupplies may
be feverely felt, when it is too late to. return to
their old imperfet contrivances, which they now
defpife and difcard. When the iron tools, with

"~ which we have furnithed them, are worn out,

their own will be almoft forgotten. A ftone
hatchet is now as great a curiofity among them,
as an iron-one was feven or eight.years ago; and
a chiffel made of bone, or ftone, is no where to
be feen. Spike nails have been fubftituted in the
room of the latter articles; and they are weak
enough to imagine, that their ftore of them is in-
exhauftible, for they were no longer fought after.
Knives happened, at this time, to be in high
eftimation at Ulietea; and axes and hatchets bore
unrivalled fway at all the iflands. Relpeting ar-
ticles merely ornamental, thefe iflanders are as
éhangeablc as the moft polithed European na-
tions; for, an .article which may be prized by
them to-day, may, perhaps, be reje¢ted to-mor-
Vor. II.—x~° 8. G row,
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row, as a fathion or whim may alter. But our
iron implements are fo evndently ufeful, that they
muft continue to be high in their eftimation.
They would, indeed, be miferable, if they thould
ceafe to receive fupplies of what appears neceffary
to their comfortable exiftence ; as they are defti-
tute of the materials, and ignorant of the art of

- fabricating them.

- In our former relations, too much has already
been publithed, refpecting fome of the modes of -
life, which rendered Otaheite fo pleafing an abode
to many of our people; and, if we could add any
finifhing ftrokes to that picture, we fheuld be un-
willing to exhibit a view of fueh licentious man-
Rmers as cannot fail to be difgufting.

Having now concluded our account refpefting
thefe iltands,, which ftand fo confpicuous in the
lift of our dxfcovencs, we refer the reader to the
following chapter, for which we are ‘indebted to
Mr. Anderfon.

CHAP.
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CHAP IX

Strictures on former Accounts of Otabeite—Tbe pre-
vailing Winds—Beauty and Fertility of the Coun-
try—Land but little cultivated— Produce—Na-
tural Curiofities—Defcription of the Natives—
Delicacy of the Women—Tbeir general Charac-
ser—Difpofed to amoreus Gratifications—Tbeir
Language—Ignorance of Surgery and Phyfic—
Animal Food chiefly eaten by the fuperior Clafs—
Pernicious Effes ofA«va—-AmmﬁL%
Jferent Meals—Connellions between the two Sexe.
~ Circumcifion — Religion— Notions concerning
Immortality—Superfiitions—Strange Traditions
about tbe Creation—The King almoft deified—
Claffes of the People— Punifbments—Peculisri-
ties of the adjacent Iflands— Limits of their Na-
vigation.

AFT ER fome prefatory remarks, on the
accounts of the fucceflive voyages of Cap-
tain Wallis, Monfieur de Bougairtville, and Cap-
tain Cook, Mr. Anderfon begirs to relate fuch
particulars concerning Otaheite, and its neigh-
bouring iflands, as he was able to procure from

Omai, or by converfing with the other natives.
5 For the greateft part of the year, the wind
blows from between eaft-fouth-eaft, and eaft-
-north-eaft. It fometimes blows with confiderable
’ G2 force,



PR Sl eSS 3 R

-~

84 A YOYAGE TO THE

force, and is called by the natives Maarace.
When the wind blows ftrong, the weather is ufu-
ally cloudy, with fomerain; but, when it is more -
moderate, it is clear, fettled, and ferene: if the
wind fhould veer to fouth-eaft, or fouth-fouth-

“eaft, it blows more gently, and is called Maoai.

In December and January, when the fun is nearly
vertical, both the winds and weather are very va-
riable; but it often blows from weft-north-weft,
or north-weft. “This wind is called Zoerox ; and
is ufually attended by cloudy weather, and fome-
times rain. It feldom continues more than five
or fix days without interruption ; and is the only
wind that will permit the inhabitants of the iflands
to leeward to vifit this in their canoes. If the
wind is ftill more northerly, it has the different
appellation of Era-potaia. ‘The wind from fouth-
weft, and weft-fouth-weft, is more frequent than
the former, and is ufually gentle, with occafi-
onal calms and breezes, yet it fometimes blows

. in very brifk fqualls. The weather is then ge-

nerally cloudy and rainy, with a clofe hot air;
often accompanied with much thunder and light-
ning. It is called by the natives Eroa.

Though the natives have no very accurate
knowledge of thofe changes, they pretend to
have drawn fome conclufions from their effe&s.
When the fea has a hollow found, and dafhes
mildly on the fhore, they fay it portends good
weather ; but, if it founds harfhly, and the waves

rapidly
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rapidly fucceed each other, the reverfe is to be
expected. ‘

The fouth-eaft part of Otaheite, affords one of
the moft luxuriant profpes in the univerfe. The
hills are high, fteep, and craggy; but they are
covered to the very fummits with trees and fhrubs;
the rocks feeming to pofiefs the property of pro-
ducing their verdant clothing. The lower land
and vallies teem with various produ&ions, that
grow with exuberant vigour, and convey to the

~mind of the beholders, an idea, that no country

upon earth can vie with this in the ftrength and
beauty of vegetation ; nature has been equally li-
beral in diftributing rivulets, which glide through
every valley, dividing, as they approach the fea,
into feveral branches, fertilizing the lands through
which they run. _

The habitations of the natives are irregularly
fcattered upon the flat land ; and many of them,
along the fhore, afforded us a delightful fcene
from our fhips; efpecially as the fea, within the
reef, is perfectly fill, and affords, at all times, a
fafe navigation for the inhabitants, who are often
feen pafling and repafling in their canoces, On
beholding thefe delightful fcenes, 1 have often
regretted my inability to tranfmit fuch a defcrip-
tion of them, as would convey an _impreffion
fomewhat fimilar to what I felt, who have been
fortunate enough to have been on the fpot. The
natural fertility of the country, combined with

G3 the
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the mildnefs and ferenity of the climate, has ren-
dered the natives fo carelefs in their cultivation,
that the fmalleff traces of it cannot, in many
places, be difcovered, though overflowing with
the richeft produ&ions. The cloth plant, and
the ava, or intoxicating pepper, are almoft the
only things to which they fhew any attention.
The bread-fruit tree is never planted, but
fprings from the roats of the old ones, which
fpread themfelves near the furface of the ground.
Hence we may obferve, that the inhabitants of

_ Otaheite, inftead of being under a neceflity of

planting their bread, will rather be obliged ta
prevent its progrefs; which is, perhaps, fome-
times done, o afford room for a diffegent fort of
trees, which may.¢nable them to make f(‘me va-
riety in theirfood.

The principal of thefe trees are the cocaa-nut
and plantain; the firft of which requires no at-
tention, after it appears a foot or two above the
ground ; but the plantain requires fome care in
the cultivation ; for, about three months after it
thoets yp, it begins to bear fruit; during which
time it puts forth young fhoots, which fupply a
fuceeffion of fruit; the old ﬁocks being cut down
as the fruit is taken off.

The produéts of the iffand are more remark-
able for their great a.bundancc than for their
variety ; and curiolfities here are not very nume-
rous. Among thcfc may be reckoned a large

lake
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lake of freh water, on the top of one of the
higheft mountains, at the diftance of almoft two
days journey. It is remarkable for its depth, and
abounds with ecels of an enormous fize. This
being efteemed the greateft natural curiofity of
the country, travellers, who come from other
iflands, are ufually afked, among the firft things,
at their return, whether they have feen it. There
is alfo a fmall pond of water on this ifland, which
has a yellow fediment at the bottom. it has the
appearance of being very good, but has an of-
fenfive tafte, and often proves fatal to thofe who
drink a qua.ntity of it; and thofe who bathe in it,
break out in blotches.

On our arrival here, we were ftruck thh the

*remarkable contraft between the inhabitants of
Tongataboo, and thofe of Otaheite; the former
being of a robuft make, and dark colour, and
the latter having a diftinguithed delicacy and
whitenefs. That difference, however, did not
immediately preponderate in favour of the Ota-
heiteans; and, when it did, it was, perhaps, oc-
cafioned more by our becoming accuftomed to
them ; the marks, which had recommended the
others, beginning now to be forgotten.

The women, however, of Otaheite, poflefs all
thofe delicate charaleriftics, which in many coun-
tries diftinguifh them from the other fex. The
men wear their beards long here, and their hair
confiderably longer than at 1 ongatabou, which

G4 gave
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gave them a very different appearance. The
~Otaheiteans are timid ahd fickle. They are not
fo mufcular and robuft as the Friendly Iflanders,
arifing,. perhaps, from their being accuftomed to
lefs a&tion; the fuperior fertility of their country
ebabling them to lead a more indolent life. They:
have a plumpnefs and finoothnefs of the fkin;
which, though miore confonant with our ideas of
beauty, is far from being an ad¥gntage; and is
attended with a kind of languor in all their mo-
tions. This is vifible in their boxing and wreft-
ling, which difplay only the feebic efforts of
children, if compared to the vigour and activity
with which fuch exercifes are performed at the
Friendly Iflands.

As perfonal endowments are in high eftimation
among them, they have various methods of im-
proving them, according to their ideas of beauty.
Among the Erreses, or unmarried men, efpeci-
ally thofe of fome confequence, it is cultomary
to undergo a kind of phyfical operation, to ren-
der them fair; which is done by continuing &
month or two in the houfe, wearing a great quan-
tity of cloaths the wholc time, and eating no-
thing but bread-fruit, which they fay is remark-
ably éfficacious in whitening the fkin. . They
alfo intimate, that their corpulence and colour,
at other times, depend upon their food; being
obliged, as the feafons vary, to ufe different food
at differenit times,- :

Nine-
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Nine-tenths, at leafl, of their common diet,
confift of vegetable food; and the mabee, or
fermented bread-fruit, which is an article in al-
moft every meal, prevents coftivenefs, and has
a fingular effe& in producing a coolnefs about
them, which was not perceivable in us who fed
on animal food. To this temperate courfe of
life, may, perhaps, be attributed their having
fo few difeafes among them. Indeed, they men-
tion only five or fix chronic or national diforders;
among which are the dropfy, and the fefa/, men-
tioned as frequent at Tongataboo. This was,
however, before the arrival of the Europeans;
for we have added a difeafe to their catalogue,
which abundantly fupplies the place of all the
others, and is become almoft univerfal ; and for
which they feem to have no effetual remedy.
The priefts, indeed, adminifter a medley of fim-
ples, but they acknowledge it never cures them.
They admit, however, that in fome few cafes,
nature alone has exterminated the poifon of this
loathfome difeafe, and produced a perfeét reco-
very. They fay alfo, that thofe infected with it,
communicate it to others, by handling them, or
feeding on the fame utendils.

They thew an opennefs, and generofity of dif-
pofition, upon all occafions. @fhai, indeed, has
frequently faid, that they exercife cruelty in pu-
nifhing their enemies, and torment them with
great deliberation; fometimes tearing out fmall

2 picces
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pieces of flefh from different parts of ‘the body;
at other times, plucking out the eyes, then cut-
ting off the nofe ; and laftly, completing the bu-
finefs, by opening the belly. But this is only on
very extraordinary accafions. If chearfulnefs re-
fults from confcious innocence, one would ima-
gine their whole lives had been unfullied with a
crime. This, however, may be rather imputed
to their feelings, which, though lively, are ne-
ver permanent. Under any misfortune, after the
critical moment is paft, they never labour un-
der the appearance of anxiety. Care never pro-
duces a wrinkle on their brow ; even the approach
of death does not deprive them of their viva.{
city. I have feen them, when on the brink of
the grave by difeafc, and when preparing to at-
tack the enemy; but, in neither of thefe cafes,
have 1 ever ebferved their countenances over-
clouded with telancholy or dread:

Difpefed, as they naturally are, to 'dire& their
aims to what will afford them eafe or pleafure,
alt their amufemnents tend to excite their amo-
rous paffions; and their fongs, with which they
are greatly delighted, are dire@ed to the fame
purpofe. A conftant fucceflion of fenfual enjoy-
mots muft, however, cloy; and they occafionally
vasied them to mare refined fubjects ; they chant-
ed their triumphs in war, and their amufements
in peace; their travels and adventures; aad the
peculiar advantages of their own ifland.

- This

Lo}
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This thews that they are immoderately fond of
mufic, and though they did not relith our com-
plicated compofitions, they were much delighted
with the more melodious founds, when produced
fingly, as they, in fome degree, refembled the
fimplicity of their own. They equally experi-
ence the foothing effeéts produced by particular
kinds of motion; which, in many cafes, will
allay any perturbation of mind, as fuccefsfully
as mufic. Of this, the following may ferve as a
remarkable inftance. ‘Walking, one day, about
Matavai Point, I faw a2 man in a fmall canoe,
paddling with fuch expedition, and looking fo
eagerly about him, as to command my whele at-
tention, At firft, I fuppofed he had been pilfer-
ing from one of the fhips, and was purfued; but
he prefently repeated his amufement. He pro-
ceeded from the fhore to the place where the
{well begins; and, attentively watching its firft
motion, paddled fwiftly before it, tillthe perceiv-
ed it overtook him, and had acquired fufficient
ftrength to force his canoe before it, without
pafling underneath. He then ceafed paddling,
and was carried along as rapidly as the wave, till
he was landed upon the beach; when he ftarted
from his canoe, emptied it, and went in purfuit
of anather fwell, He feemed to experience the °
moft fupreme delight, while he was thus fwifily
and fmoothly driven by the fea. His mind was
fo wholly occupied in this bufinefs, that, though

crouds
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crouds of his countrymen were collefted to ob-
ferve our tents and fhips, as being objects that
were both rare and curious to them, he did not
notice them in the leaft. Two or three of the

- natives drew near, while I was obferving him,

and feemed to portake of his felicity ; calling out
to inform him when there was an appearance of
a favourable fwell. This exercife, which I un-
derftand is very frequent among them, is called
ebsrooe. ,
Though the language of Otaheite feems radi-
cally the fame as that of New-Zealand and the
Frieadly Iflands, it has not that guttural pronun-
ciation, and is pruned of fome of the confonants,
with which thofe diale&s abound; which has
rendered it, like the manners of the inhabitants,
foft and foothing. It abounds with beautiful and
figurative expreffions, and is fo copious, that
they have above twenty different names for the
bread-fruit; as many for the ta’r.o‘ root, and half
that number for the cocoa-nut. A
They have one expreflion correfponding ex-

altly with the phrafeology of the Scriptures, viz,
« Yearning of the bowels.” They ufe it upon
every occafion, when affeCted by the paffions;
conftantly referring pain from grief, defire, and
other affeftions, to the bowels, as the feat of it;
where, they imagine, all operations of the mind
are alfo performed,

In
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In the arts, they are extremely deficient ; yet
they pretend to perform cures in furgery, which

our knowledge in that branch has not enabled us
to imitate. Simple fractures are bound up with

fplim;, Sut, if a part of the bone be loft, they.

infert, between the frattured ends, a piece of
wood made hollow, to fupply its place. The
rapaoo, or furgeon, infpects the wound in about
five or fix days, when he finds the wood is partly
covered by the growing fleth; and, in as many

more days, vifits the patient a fecond time, when'

it is generally completely covered ; and, when he
has acquired fome ftrength, he bathes in the
water, and is reftored. _ : .
Wounds, it is well known, will heal over
leaden bullets, and there are fome inftances of
their healing over other extraneous bodies. But
what makes me entertain fome doubt of the truth
of this relation, is, that in thofe cafes which fell
under my obfervation, they were far from being
fo dexterous. I was fhewn the ftump of an arm,
which had been taken off, that had not the ap-
pearance of a fkilful eperation, after making a
due allowance for their defe@tive inftrments.
And I faw a man going about with a diflocated
fhoulder, fome months after he had received the
accident, from their being unacqucmted with a
method of ‘reducing it; though it is one of the
fimpleft operations of our furgery. _
Frac-
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Fraltures of the fpine, they know, are mortal ;
and :they alfb know, from expetience, in what
particular parts of the body wounds prove fatal.
Their phyfical knowledge feems yet more Iimit-
ed, becaufe, perhaps, their difeafes are fewer than
their accidents. In fordie cafes, however, the
priefts adminifter the juices of herbs; and wo-
men, afflited with after-pains, or other com-
plaints after child-bearing, ufe a remedy which
feems unneceffary in a hot country. Having heated
fome ftones, they lay a thick cloth over them,
covered with a quantity of a finall plant of the
muftard kind; and over them is fpread anothet
cloth. On this they feat themfelves, and fweat
profufely.to obtain a cure. This method has
been praifed by the men, though ineffeGtually,

- for the cure of the venereal /wes. It is remark-

able, that they have no emetic medicines here.

A famine frequently happens in this ifland, not-
withftanding its extreme fertility, in which many
people are faid to perith. Whether this cala-
mity be owing to the fcanty produce of fome fea-
fons, to over-population, or to wars, I have not
been fufficiently infﬁmcd ; but it has taught
them to exercife the ftrieft ceconomy, even in
the times of plenty. :

In a fearcity of provifion, when thei yams and
bread-fruit are confumed, they have recourfe to

. .. s
various roots which grow uncultivated vpon the

mountains. The patarra, which is found in great
plenty,
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plenty, i§ firft ufed : it fomewhat refembles alatge
potatoe, of yam 3 and, when in its growing ftate,
is good, but becomes hard and ftringy when
old. They next eat two other roots, one of which-
appears like z470; and then the eboce. Of this
there are two forts 3 one of which poffeffes dele-
terious qualities, which requires it to be fliced,
and maceéfated in water; 1 night before i¢ is bak-
ed for eating. It refembles, in this refpe&, the
eaffava root of the Wefk-Endies ; but, in the maa-
ner they drefs it, has a very infipid tafte, This
and thé pararra are creeping plants, the lanet
having tetnate leaves.

A very frall portion of animal foed is emjoy-

ed by the lower ¢lafs of peeple; and if, at any
timne, they obtain any, it is either fith, fea-eggs,
or other marine productions; for pork hardly
ever falls to their thare. Only the Eree de boi,
is able to afford pork every day; and the.infe-
vior chiefs, according te their riches, perhaps
oncé a week, a fortnight; or a month. Seme-
times, ihdeed, they are not allowed that; for,
when the ifland is impeverifired by war, or any
other means, a prohibition is granted againft the
killing of hogs, which fometimes continues in
force for feveral months, and even for g year or
two. In fuch an interval, the hogs have mulu-
plied fo faft, that there have been inftances of
their changing their domeftic ftate, and becom—
ing wild.

3 When
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. When this prohibition is taken off, the chiefs
< aflemble at_the king’s habitation, each bringing
with him a prefent of hogs. After this, the king
orders fome of them to be killed, of which they
all partake, and each returns to his own home,
with full permiffion to kill as many as he pleafes
for his own ufe. On our asrival here, fuch a
prohibition was actually in force, at leaft in thofe
diftri@s under the immediate direction of Otoo.
And, when we quitted Oheitepeha, fearing we
fhould.not have gone to Matavai, he fent a mef-
fenger to affure us, that, as foon as the thips ar-
rived there, it fhould be taken off. We found
it fo, but our confumption of them was fo great,
that there is very little. doubt but it would be
laid on again, immediately after we had failed.

A prohibition is fometimes extendéd to fowls. -
- The ava is chiefly ufed among the better fort
of people, but this beverage is differently pre-
pared, from that which we faw in the Friendly
.Iflands. Here they pour a fmall quantity of
water upon the root, and often bake, roaft, or
bruife the ftalks, without chewing it before it
is infufed. They-alfo bruife the leaves of the
plant here, and pour water upon ‘them, as upon
the root. It is not drank in large companies,
in that fociable way which is practifed among the
people at Tongataboo; but it has more perni-
cious effe@s here, owing, perhaps, to the man-
ner
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ner of its. preparation; as we faw frequent in-
ftances of its intoxicating powers.
Many of us, who had vifited thefe iflands bc-
" fore, were furprized to find feveral of the natives,
who were’ remarkable for their fize and corpu-
lency, whén we faw them laft, now almoft re-
duced to fkeletons; and the caufe of this alter-
ation was univerfally attributed to the ufe of the
ava. Their {kins wefe dry, rough, and covered
with {cales ; which, they fay, occafionally fall off;
and their fkin becomes, in fome degree, tenew-
ed. As an excufe for fo deftruftive a pratice;

they alledge, it is to prevent their growing too.

corpulent; but it enervates them exceedingly,
and probably fhortens the duration of their lives:
~ Their meals at Otaheite are very frequent. The
firft is about two o’clock in the morning; after
which they go to fleep ; the next is at eight ; they
dine at eleven, and again, as Omai exprefled it,
at two, and at five; and they go to fupper at
eight.. They have adopted fome vegy whimfical
cuftoms, in this article of dometftic life: The
women are not only obliged to eat by themfelves,
but are even excluded from partaking of moft
of the better forts of food. Turtle; or fifh of the
tunny kind; they dare) not touch, though it is
high in efteem ; - fome ‘particular forts of the beft
plantains, are alfo forbidden them; and even
thofe of the firft rank are feldom permitted to
eat pork. The children, of both fexes, alfo eat
Vor, II,—n° 8. H apart;
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apart; and the women ufually ferve up their
own provifions.

“In this, and many other cuftoms, relative to
their eating, there is fomething exceedingly myf-
. terious. On our enquiring into the reafons of
. it,- we were told, it was neceffary that it fhould
. be fo; and that was the only anfwer we could

receive, when we interrogated them upon that

fubject. '

"Fhey are not fo obfcure and myfterious in their

- other cuftoms refpeting the ‘females, efpecially
with regard to their conne&ions with the men.

- Whens a young man and woman, from mutual
choice, agree to cohabit, the man makes a pre-

. fent to the father of the girl of the common ne-
ceffaries of life, as hogs, cloth, or eanoes; and

if he f{uppofes ke has not received a valuable

- confideration for his daughter, he compels her
to leave her former friend, and to cohabit with

-a perfon who may be more liberal. The man,
indeed, is always at full liberty to make a new

choice; or, fhould his confort become a mother,

he may deftroy the child; and afterwards either

leave the woman, or continue his eonneétion

with her. But, if he adopts the child, and per-
mits it to live, the man and woman are then con-

fidered as in the married ftate; and, after that,

they feldom feparate. A man may, however,

without being cenfured, join a more youthful

partner
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partner to his firft wife, and live with both of
them. :

The cuftom of changing their conjugal con-
nections is very general, and i$ fo common an
occurrence, that they mention it with indiffer~

“ence. The erreves, or thofe of the better fort,

who poflefs the means of purchafing a fucceffion
of freth connetions, are generally roaming about ;
and, having no particular attachment, feldom
adopt the plan of a fettled cohabitation. And

this licentious plan of life is fo agreeable to their

difpofition, that the moft beautiful of both fexes
exhauft their youthful days, in pradtices which
would difgrace the moft favage tribes. Thefe
enormities are peculiarly fhocking in a country,
whofe general charalter has, in other refpetts,
evident traces of the prevalence of humane
feelings. When an errece woman brings forth
a child, it is fuffocated by applying a cloth to
its mouth and nofe, which has been previoufly
dipped in water.

As the women, in fuch alife, muft contribute
greatly to its happinefs, it is furprifing that they
fhould not only fuffer the moft humiliating re-

Atraints, with regard to food, but fhould be of-

ten treated with a degree of brutality, which one
would fuppofe a man muft be incapable of, to-
wards an obje& for whom he had the leaft affec-

tion or efteem. It is, however, extremely com-

mon to fee the men beat them moft unmerci- ~

H2 fully 5
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fully; and unlefs this behaviour proceeds from
jcéloufy, which both fexes fometimes pretend to
be infeCted with, it will be difficult to affign a
reafon for it. ‘This may the more readily be ad-
mitted as a motive, as I have known many in-
ftances, where intereft has been rejeéted for per-

fonal beauty; though, even in thef¢*cafes, they

are not fufceptible of thofe delicate fentiments
that refult from mutual affe@ion. Platonic
love is hardly known in Otaheite.

From a notion of cleanlinefs, the cutting of
the forefkin is a practice adopted among them;
and they beftow a reproachful epithet upon thofe
who negle& that operation. When five or fix
lads in a neighbourhood are pretty well grown
up, it is made known to a faboxa, by the fa-
ther of one of them. The zszbows, attended
by a fervant, condudts the lads to the top of
the hills; and, after feating- one of them in a
proper manner, places a piece of wood beneath
the foreikin ; at the fame time amufing him, by
defiring him to look afide at fome thing which
he pretends to fee. ‘The young man’s attention
being thus engaged, he immediately cuts through
the fkin with a fbark’s tooth, and feparates the
divided parts; then, after putting on a bandage,
he performs the fame operation on the other lads
who attend him.

Five days after they have been thus difciplin-
ed, they bathe, the bandages are removed, and

3 the
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the matter is cleanfed away. When five days
more are expired, they bathe again, and are
recovered ; butg as a thicknefs of the prepuce
remains, occafioned by the cutting, they again
afcend the mountains with the taboua and fer-
vant, where a fire is prepared, and fome ftones
heated ; between two of which the prepuce is
placed by the fabous, and is gently fqueezed, in
order to remove the thicknefs. This done, they
return home, adorned with odoriferous flowers;
and the taboua is rewarded by the fathers of the
lads, according to their fevéral abilities, with a
prefent of hogs and cloth; and if their poverty
will not permit them to make a proper acknow-
ledgement, their relations, on this occafion, are
expected to be liberal. -

Their religious fyftem abounds in fingularities,
and few of the common people have a compe-
tent knowledge of it, that being principally con-
fined to their priefts, which, indeed, are nume-
rous. They pay no particular refpet to one
god, as poflefling pre-eminence; but believe in
a plurality of divinities, who have each a pleni-
tude of power.

As different parts of the ifland, and the other
neighbouring iflands, have different gods, the
refpeCtive inhabitants imagine they have chofen
the moft eminent, or one who is, at leaft, fuifi-
ciently powerful to prote¢t them, and to fupply
their neceffities. If he fhould not give them

H 3 fatisfaction,
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fatisfaction, they think it no impiety to change,
An inftance of this kind has lately happened in
Tiaraboo, where two divinities have been dif-
carded, and Oraa, god of Bolabola, has been
adopted in their room. They have probably been
induced to make this new choice, becaufe his
people have been vittorious in war; and, hav-
ing, fince their new eleftion, been fuccefsful a-
gainft the inhabitants of Otabeite- nove, it is folely
imputed to Oraa, who literally fights their
battles.

In ferving their gods, their affiduity is remark-
ably confpicuous, The wbhattas, or offering-
places of the morais are, in general, loaded with
fruits and animals ; and almoft every houfe has a
portion of it fet apart for a fimilar purpofe. Many

- of them are fo rigidly fcrupulous in their reli-

gious matters, that they will not even begin a
meal, till they have laid afide a morfel for the
eatooa ; and we have feen their fuperftitious zeal
carried to a moft pernicious height in their hu-
man facrifices, which are, I fear, too frequent,
They probably have recourfe to them to avert
misfortunes, Their prayers, which they always

" chant like the fongsin their feftive entertainments,

are aifo very frequent. )
As in other cafes, fo in religion, the women

~ are obliged to fhew their inferiority, When they

pafs the morais, they muft partly uncover them-
felves, or take an extenfive circuit to avoid them,
Though
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Though they do not entertain an opinion, that
their god muft be continually conferring bene-
fits, without fometimes forfaking them; they are
lefs concerned at this, than at the attempts of
fome inaufpicious being to injure them. Eree,
they fay, is an evil {pirit, who delights in mif-
chief; to whom they make offerings, as well as
to their divinity. But all the mifchiefs they
apprehend from invifible beings, are merely
temporal.

As to the foul, they believe it to be both im-
mortal and immaterial ; that, during the pangs
of death, it keeps fluttering about the lips; and
that it afcends, and is eaten by the deity : that it
continues in this ftate for fome time; after which
it takes its paffage to a certain place, deftined to
receive the fouls of men, and has exiftence in
eternal night; or rather in a kind of dawn, or
twilight; -

They expef no permanent punifhment hereaf.
ter, for crimes committed upon earth ; the fouls of
good and bad men being indifcriminately eaten
by the deity. But they confider this coalition
as a kind of neceflary purification before they
enter the regions of blifs; for their do&rine in<
culcates, that thofe who refrain from all fenfuat
connection with women fome months before they
depart this life, pafs into their eternal manfion,
without fuch a previous union, as if, by fuch an

H 4 abftinence,
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abftinence, they were fufficiently pure to be ex-
empted from the general lot.

They have not indeed thofe fublime concep-
tions of happinefs, which our religion, and, in-
deed, our reafon, teach us to expett hereafter.
Immortality is the only great privilege they think
they fhall acquire by death ; for chey fuppofe that
{pirits are not entirely divefted of thofe paffions,
by which thcy were alCtuated when combined
with material vehicles. Thus, at a meeting of
fouls which were forxncrly enemies, many con-
flits may enfue, which muft certam}}; be inef-
feCual, as thofe who are in this 1nv1ﬁble ftate
muft be invulnerable.

Their reafonma is fimilar with regard to the
meeting of a2 man and his confort. If the huf-
band departs this life ﬁrﬁ the foul of his wife is
no ftranger to him, on its arrival in the land of
[pmts Thcy renew their former intimacy, in a
capacious building, called Touroea; where de-
parted fouls affemble to recreate themfelves with
the gods. The hufband then condués her to
bis feparate habxtatxon, where they eternally re-
fide, and have an oﬁ"sprm which, however, is
purely fpirital, as their embraces are fuppofed
to be far different fmm thofe of corporeal beings.

' Many of their notions refpecting the Deity,’
are extravagantly abfurd.  They fuppoefe him to
be under the influence of. thofe fpirits, who de-
nvc their exxﬁcnce from him; and that they fre-

quently
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guently eat hima, though he has power to re-
create himfelf. They cannot converfe about im-
material things, without referring to material ob-
je€ts to convey their meaning, and therefore, per-
haps, they ufe this mode of expreflion.

They further add, that, in the tourosa, the
deity enquires whether they mean to deftroy him,
or not; and their determination is unalterable.
This is not only known to the fpirits, butalfo .
to the inhabitants of the earth; for, when the
moon is on its wane, they are {uppofed to be de-
vouring their eatooa ; and, 1n the proportion that
it increafes, he is renewing himfelf. And the
fuperior, as well as the inferior gods, are liable
to this accident.

Other places, they alfo believe, are prepared
for the reception of departed fouls. Thus they
are of opinion, that thofe who are drowned in
the fea, continue there, and enjoy a delight-
ful country, fumptuous habitations, and every
thing that can contribute to their happinefs. They
even maintain that all other animals have fouls;
and even trees, fruit, and ftones; which, at their
deceafe, or upon their being confumed or broken,
afcend to the deity, from whom they pafs into
their deftined manfion.

They imagine, that every temporal blefling is
derived from their pun&tual performance of re-
ligious offices. They believe that the powerful
influence of the divine fpirit is univerfally diffuf-

ed,
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ed, and therefore it cannot be matter of fur
prize that they adopt many fuperflitious opi-
nions concerning its operations.  Sudden
deaths, and all other accidents, they fuppofe
to be effeted under the immediate impulfe of
fome divinity. If a man receives a wound in his
toe, by ftumbling againft a ftone, it is imputed
to an Eatoca. '

In the night, on approaching a feopapaoco,
where dead bodies are expofed, they are ftartled
and terrified ; as many of our ignorant and fuper-
ftitious people are at the fight of a church-yard,
or with the apprehenfions of ghofts. They have
implicit confidence in dreams, fuppofing them tq
be communications from their Deity, or from the
fpirits of their friends who have departed this life ;
and that thofe who are favoured with them can
foretel future events: but this kind of knowledge
is limited to particular perfons. Omai pretend-
ed to have thefe communications. He affured
us, that, on the 26th of July, 1776, his father’s
foul had intimated to him in a dream, that he
thould land fomewhere in three days; but he
was unfortunate in his firt prophetic attempt,
for we did not get into Teneriffe till the firft of
Auguft. -

Their dreamers, however, are thought little
inferior to their infpired priefts and priefteffes,
whofe predi&ions” are univerfally credited; and
all unglcnaking_s of confcqucncc are determined

, by
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by them. Opoony has a particular efteem for
the prieftefs who perfuaded him to invade Ulietea,
and always confults her previous to his going to
war. Our old dotrine of planetary influence,
they, in fome degree, adopt; and are fometimes
regulated, in their public counfels, by the ap-
pearances of the moon. If, on its firft appear-
ance after the change, it lies horizontally, they
are encouraged to engage in war, and feem con~
fident of fuccefs.
They have ftrange obfcure traditions concern-
_ing the creation. Some goddefs, they fay, had
a lump of earth fufpended in a cord, and, by
giving it a fwing round, fcattered about feveral
pieces of land, which conftituted Otaheite and
the adjacent iflands; and that they were all peo-
pled by one of each fex, who originally fixed at
Otaheite; but this only refpefts their own im-
mediate creation ; for they admit of an univerfal
one before this. Their remoteft account extends
to Tatooma and Tapuppa, who are male and fe-
male rocks, and fupport our globe. Thefe be-
gat Totorro, who was killed and divided into
parts or parcels of land; then Otaia and Oroo
were produced, who were afterwards married,
and firft begat land, and then a race of gods.
Otaia being killed, Oroo marries her fon, a god,
named Teorraha, whom fhe orders to create ani-
mals, more land, and every kind of food found

upon the carth. She alfa ordered him to create
- alky,
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a fky, which is fupported by men, called Tee-
ferei.. The {pots obfervable in the moon, they
fay, are groves of a certain tree which-once grew
in Otaheite, and being accidentally deftroyed,
fome doves carried its feeds thither, wherc they
flourifh at this day.

They have many religious and hiftorical le-
gends ; one of which, relative to eating_human
flefh, is, in fubftance, as follows: A very long
time ago, there lived at Otaheigg, two men who
were called Tabdeeai; a name which is now given
to cannibals. They inhabited the mountains,
whence they iffued forth, and murdered the na-
tives, whom they afterwards devoured, and thus
prevented the progrefs of population. Two bro-
thers, anxious to rid the country of fuch enemies,
fuccefsfully put in pratice a ftratagem for their
deftruétion. They lived farther upward than the
Tabeeai, and were {o fituated, that theyo could
converfe with them without hazarding their own
fafety. They invited them to partake of an en-
tertainment, to which they readily confented.
The brothers then heated fome ftones in a fire,
and thrufting them into pieces of mabee, requeft-
ed one of the Tabeeai to open his mouth ; when
one of thofe pieces was immediately dropped in,
and fome water poured after it, which, in quench-
ing the ftome, made a hiffing noife and killed
him. The other was entreated to do the fame,
but, at firft declined it, ‘mentioning the confe-

' |  quences
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quences of his companion’s eating: but, upon
being affured that the food was excellent, that
thefe effeCts were “6nly temporary, and that his
companion would foon recover, he was fo cre-
dulous as to fwallow the bait, and was alfo killed.

Their bodies were then cut to pieces, and bu-
ried by the natives, who rewarded the brothers
with the government of the ifland, for delivering
them from fuch monfters. . They refided at Wha-
pacenoo, a diftri&t in the ifland, where there now
remains a bread-fruit tree, which was once the
property of the Tabeeais. They had a woman
who lived with them, that had two enormous
teeth. After they were killed, fhe lived at Ota-
ha; and, when fhe died, fhe was ranked among
their deities. She did not, like the men, feed
upon human flefh ; but, from the prodigious fize
of her teeth, the natives ftill call any animal that
has large tufks, Tabeeai.

This ftory, it muft be acknowledged, is as na-
tural as that of Hercules deftroying the hydra,
or of Jack the Giant-killer. But it does not ap-
pear that there is any moral couched under it,
any more than under moft of the old fables, which

have been received as truths in ignorant ages. -

It, however, was not injudicioufly introduced,
as ferving to exprefs the deteftation entertained
here againft cannibals. And yet, it appears pro-
bable, from fome circumftances, that the natives
of thefe ifles formerly fed upon human feth.

Upon
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Upon afking Omai a few queftions upon this fub-
je&, he refolutely denied it; though, at the fame
time, he related a fa& within his own knowledge,
which almott eftablifhes fuch a conjecture.
When the Bolabola men defeated thofe of

-THuaheinc, many of his kinfmen were flain; but

a relation of his had an opportunity of being re-
venged, when the people of Bolabola were warft-
ed in their turn; and, cutting a piece of fleth
from the thigh of one of his enemies, he broiled
and devoured it. The offering made to the

~ chief, of the eye of the perfon facrificed, appears

to be a veftige of a cuftom that once exifted to a
greater extent.

The principal chara&eriftics of the fovereign,
are, the being invefted with the maro, the pre-
fiding at human facrifices, and the blowing of
the conch-fhell. On hearing the latter, every
fubjeét is obliged to bring food, in proportion to
his circumftances, to his royal refidence. Their
veneration for his name, on fome occafions, they
carry to a moft extravagant height. When he
accedes to the maro, if any words in the language
are found to have a refemblance to it in found,
they are immediately changed for others; and,
if any man fhould be prefumptuous enough to
continue the ufe of thofe words, not only he, but
his whole family, are put to death.

A fimilar fate attends all thofe who fhall dare
to apply the facred name of the fovereign to any

4 animal;
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animal.” Whence Omai, when in England, ex-
prefled his indignation, that the names of prince
or princefs. thould be given to our dogs or horfes.
But though death is the punifhment for taking
this liberty with the name of the fovereign, abufe
againft his government is only punifhed with the
forfeiture of land and houfes.

The fovereign never deigns to enter the habi-
tation of any of his fubjects; in every diftridt,
where he vifits, he has houfes belonging to him-

felf. And if,; by accident, he fhould ever be

ebliged to deviate from this rule, the habitation
thus honoured with his prefence, together with
its furniture, is entirely burnt. When prefent,
his fubjets uncover to him as low as the waift ;
and, when he is at any particular place, a pole,

> with a piece of cloth affixed to it, is fet up ia

fome confpicuous part near, on which the fame
honours are beftowed. . To the firft part of this
ceremony his brothers are entitled; but the wo-
men only uncover to the royal females.

They are even fuperftitious in refpect to their
fovereign, and efteem his perfon as almoft facred.
To thefe circumftances, perhaps, he is indebted
for the quiet pofleflion of his dominions. Even
the people of Tiaraboo admit his claim to the
fame honours, though they efteem their own chief
as more powerful, and affert that, fhould the
reigning family become extinét, he would fuccced
to the government of the whole ifland.

' This
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This indeed is probable, as Waheiadoé)a, ex-
clufive of Tiaraboo, poffeffes many diftricts of
Opooreanoo. The extent of his territories is,
therefore, almoft equal to thofe of Otoo ; and his
part of the ifland is more populous and fertile,

His fubjets, too, have fhewn their fuperiority,

by frequently defeating thofe of Otaheite-nooe,
whom they hold in a contemptible light, as war-
riors ; and over whom they might be eafily vic-
torious, if their chief fhould be inclined to put it
to the teft. ‘

The people, exclufive of the Eree de bos, and
his family, *are ciaffed in the following order.
The Erees, or powerful chiefs; the Manaboone,
or vaflals; and the Teon, or Toutou, fervants or
flaves. The men, agreeably to the regular infti-
tution, connect themfelves with women of their
refpeQive ranks; but if with one of an inferior
clafs, and fhe brings forth a child, it is not only
preferved, but is entitled to the rank of the fa-
ther ; unlefs ke thould happen to be an Eree, in
which cafe the child is killed. ,

If a woman of condition permits a man of in-
ferior rank to officiate as a hufband, the children
they produce are alfo killed. And if a Teox be
deteéted in an intrigue with a female of the royal
family, he is punifhed with death. The fon of
the Eree de boi, at his birth, fucceeds his father
in titles and hanours; but, if he has no children,
the government devolves to the brother at his
. death,
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death. Poflefions, in other families, defcend to
the eldelt fon, who is, neverthelefs, obliged to
fupport his brothers and fifters, and allow them
houfes on his eftates.

Otaheite is divided into feveral diftricts, the

boundaries of which are generally rivulets or low
~ hills; but the fubdivifions, by which particular
property is afcertained, are pointed out by large
ftones which have continued from generation to
generation. Quarrels are fometimes produced,
by the removal of thefe ftones, which are decided
by, battlé; cach party claiming the affliftance of
his friends, But, upon a complaint being pro-
perly made to the Eree de boi, he determines the
difference in an amicable manner.

Thefe oﬁ"cnces, howevcr, are not common,
and | property feems to be as fecure here, from long
cuftom, as from the fevereft laws in other coun-
tries. It is an eftablifhed prattice among them,
that crimes which are-not of a general nature,
are left to be punifhed by the party who is in-
jured, fuppofing that he will decide as equitably
asa perfon totally unconcerned : and, long cuf-
tom having allotted certain punithments for cer-
tain crimes, he may infli them, without being
amenable to any one. If, for inftance, any per
fon.be detected ftealing, -which is ufually done in

the night, the owner of the goods ftolen may kill -

the thief immediately.- But they feldom inflict fo
fevere a punifhment, unlefs the property taken is
Vor. IJ.—x°8. ~ I . very
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very valuable; fuch as plaited hair and breaft.
plates. When only cloth, or hogs, are ftolen,
and the robber efcapes, if, upon his being after-
wards difcovered, he engages to return the fame
number of hogs, and pieces of cloth, he is ac-
quitted of the offence; or, at moft, receives z -
flight beating. v
1f, in a quarrel, one perfon fhould kill another,

 the friends of the deceafed attack the furvivor

and his adherents. If they are vi&torious, they
take pofleffion of the houfe and property of the
other party ; but, if they are vanquithed, the re-
verfe takes place. ‘Should a Manabeone kill the
flave of a chief, the latter feizes the property of
the former, who flies the country. = A few months
after, he returns, and, findihg his ftock of hogs
increafed, makes a large prefent of thefe, and
other valuable articles, to the Foatow’s mafter,
who generally confiders it as a compcnfatxon, and
fuffers him to repoffefs his premifes. But, itis
not furprizing that the killing of a man thould
'be confidered as fo trifling an offence, among a
people who do not think it a crime to murder
their own children. On converfing with them
concerning fuch inftances of unnatural cruelty,
and afking them if their chiefs were not offend-
ed, and did not punith them; they faid the chief
had no right to interfere in fuch cafes, every one
being at liberty to do what he pleafed with his
_ ewn child.

3 : T hough
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Though the people, their cuffoms and man-
hers, and the productions of theiflahds in the
neighbourhood, may, in general, be confidered
the fame as at Otaheite, yet there are a few diffe-
rences. In the little ifland Mataia; or Ofhaburgh
Ifland, which lies twenty leagues eaft of Otaheite,
1s fpoken a different diale& from that of Otaheite.
The men of Mataia alfo wear long hair; and, pre-
vious to their fighting, cover their arm with fome-
thing befet with fharks teeth; and their bodies

.with a fkin of fithes, not unlike thagreen. They

are likewife ernamented with polithed pearl fhells,
which make a refulgent glittering in the fun; and

they have a very large one bcf'drcs which covers

them like a thield.

In the language of Otiheite; theré are many
words and phrafes very different from thofe of
the iflands to the weftward of it. It is remark-
able for producing; in great abundance, thit de-

licious fruit which we cail apples, which are not:.

to be found in any of the others; except Eimeo;
1t alfo produces an odariferous wood, called eaboi,
which is much efteemed at the other ifles. Hua-
heine and Eimeo produce more yarns than the
other iflands ; and, upon the hills at Mourooca, 3
particular bird is found, which is highly valued
for its white feathers.

Befides the number of ciufter of iflands, ex-
tending from Mataia to Mourooa, we were in-
formed by the people at Otaheite, that there was

' 12 alow
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a low uninhabited ifland, called Mopeeha; and
alfo feveral low iflands, to the north eaftward, at
the dlﬁancc of about two days fail with a fmr
wind. - :
. At Mataeeva, it is faid to be cuftomary, for
men to prefent their daughters to ftrangers who
vifit that ifland. "The pairs, however, muft lie
near each other for the fpace of five nights, with-
out prefuring to take any liberties. On thefixth
evening, the father entertains his gueft with food,
and orders the daughter to receive him, that
night, es her hufband. Though the bed-fellow
be ever fo difagreeable to the firanger, he muft
not dare to exprefs the leaft diflike; for that is
an unpardonable affront, and punifhable with
death. . Forty men of Bolabola, whom cunoﬁty
. hadvincited to go to Mataeeva, wete treated in
_thl_s manner; on¢ of them-having declared his
~ averfion to-the female who fell to his-lot, in‘the
Mearing of a boy, who mentioned it to the father.
 Fired with' this information; the Mataeevans fell
upon them'; but the” ‘Bolabolans killed thrice
their own number, thongh with the lofs of the
whole party except five. Thefe; at firft, conceal-
ed theifelves in the woods, and afterwards ef-
feCted theif efcape in a canoe..

The low ifles are, perhaps, the fartheft navi-
wation’ performéd by the inhabitants of Orakeite,
and thé Society Iflands. Monfieur de Bougain-
wville is certainly in an error, when he fays, < Thefe

people
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people fometimes navigate at the diftance of more
than three hundred leagues *.” For it is deemed
a fort of prodigy, that a canoe, which was once
driven from Otaheite in a ftorm, fhould have ar-
rived at Mopeeha, though direétly to leeward, at
no great diftance. Their knowledge of diftant
iflands, is merely traditional; communicated to
them by the natives of thofe iflands, who have
been accidentally driven upon their coafts.

CHAP X

Profecution of our Voyage, after our Departure from
the Society Ifles—Chriftmas Ifiand di jco'vered—
Supplies of Fifh and Turtle—Solar Etlzp_/’e—

Diftrefs of two Seamen who bad loft théir Way—
°mgular Mode of refrefbing bimfelf pradifed by
one of thefe Stragglers—Infeription left in a ,Bot-
tle—Soil of the Ifland defcribed—Trees and Plant:
—Birds, and other Ammgl;—Furtber Particu- .
lars refpecting Chrifimas Ifland.

YPON our quitting Bolabola, and taking
leave of the Society Iflands, on Monday

the 8th of December, we fteered to the north-
ward, with the wind between north-eaft and eaft;

* Bougainville’s Voyage Auatour du Monde, p. 228.

I3 {carce
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fcarce ever having it in the fouth-eaft point, till
.after we had croffed the equator. Though a year
and five months had now elapfed fince our depar-
ture from England, during which period we had
not been, upon the whole, unprofitably employed,
Captain Cook was fenfible, that, with refpe&t to
the principal obje& of his inftrutions, our voyage
might be confidered, at this time, as only at its
commencement; and, therefore, his attention to
whatever might contribute towards our fafety and
final fuccefs, was now to be exerted as it were
anew. He had with this view cxammed into the
ftate of our ptov1ﬁons at the iflands we had laﬁ;
vifited; and havmg now, on leavmo them, pro-:
ceeded beyond the extent of hxs former dxfco-
veries, he ordered an accurate furvey to be ;aken
of all the ftores that were in cach fhnp, that, by
bcmg fully mformgd of the quanuty and "condi-
tion of ¢ every article, he might know how to ufe
them 10 the greateﬁ advantaoe. o
Before we quuted the Socxety 1Qles, we had

- taken every opportunxtr’f mqumng of the na-
~ tives, whether’ there frere any iflands fituate in 2

northierly ‘of north-wcﬁcr]y dire&ion from them;
but it did not appear that they knew of any: nor
did we meet thh any thmg by which the : vicinity
of land was mdxcated, till we bcgan, about the
Jatitude of 8° fouth to fce boobxes, mcn-of-war
birds, terns, troplc-blrds, and a few other forts.
Our longitude, at this time, was 205° eaft.”
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the night between the 22d and 23d, we croffed

the equinoctial line; and on the 24th, foon after

day-break, we difcovered land bearing north-eaft
by eaft. It wasfound, upon our making a nearer
approach t it, to be one of thofe low iflands
which are {o frequently met with in this ocean
between the trogics; that is, a narrow bank of
land that enclofes the fea within. We obferved
fome .cocoa-nut trees in two or three plages; but
the land in general had a very fteril afpect. At
twelve o’clock it was about four miles diftant,
On the weftern fide we found the depth of water
to be from forty to fourteen fathoms, over a

fandy bottom,
Captain Cook being of opxmon that this ifland
would prove a convenient place for procuring
turtle, refolved to anchor here. We accordingly
-dropped our anchors in thirty fathoms water ;
and a boat was immediately difpatched to fearch
for a commodious landing-place. When fhe re-
turned, the officer who had been employed in this
fearch, reported, that he found no place where 3
boat could land; but that fith grearly abounded
in the fhoal-water, withoyt the breakers. Early
the next morning, which was Chn(’tmas-dav, two
boats were fent, one from each fhip, to examine
more accurately whether it was practicable to
Tand; and, at the fame time, two others were or-
dered out, to fith at a grappling near the thore.
Thefe laft returned about eight, with as many fith
14 as

]
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as weighed upwards of two hundred pounds. En-
couraged by this fuccefs, the Commodore dif~
patched them again after breakfaft; and he then
went himfelf in another boat, to view the coaft,
and attempt landing, which, however, he found
to be impraticable. The two boats which had
been fent out on the fame fearch, returned about
twelve o’clock ; and the mafter, who was in that
belonging to the Refolution, reported to Captain
Cook, that, about four or five miles to the north-
ward, there being a break in the land, and a chan-
nel into the lagoon, there was confequently a
proper place for landing ; and that he had found
off this entrance the fame foundings as we had
where we now were ftationed. In confequence
of this report we weighed, and, after two or three
trips, anchored again over a bottom of fine dark ~
fand, before alittle ifland lymg at the entrance of
the lagoon.’

On Friday the 26th, in the morning, the Com-
modore ordered Captain Clerke to fend out a
boat, with an officer in it, to the fouth-eaft part ’
of the lagoon, in queft of turtle; and went him-
felf with Mr. King, each in a boat, to the north-
eaft part. It was his intention to have gone to
the eaftern extremity; but the wind not permit-
ting it, he and Mr, King landed more to leeward,
on a fandy flar, thre they caught one turtle,
which was the. onIy one they faw in the lagoon.
They waded through the water to an ifland, where

they
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they found nothing but a few birds. Captain
Cook, leaving Mr. King here to obferve the fun’s
meridian altitude, proceeded to the land that
bounds the fea towards the north-weft, which he
found even more barren than the laft-mentioned
ifle;; but walking over to the fea-coaft, he obferved
five turtles clofe to the fhore, one of which he
caught: he then returned on board, as did Mr.
King foon afterwards. Though fo few turtles
were obferved by thefe two gentlemen, we did
not defpair of a fupply; for fome of the officers of
the Difcovery; who had been athore to the'fouth-
ward of the channel léading into the Tagoon, had
had more fuccefs, and caught feveral.

The next morning, the cutter and pinnace were
difpatcheéd, under the command ‘of Mr. King,
to the fouth-eaft part of the ifland, within the la-
goon, to catch turtle; and the fmall cutter was
fent towards the north for the fame purpofe. Some
of Captain Clerke’s people having been on fhore
all night, had been fo fortunate as to turn up-
wards of forty turtles on the fand, which were
this day brought on board ; and, in'the courfe of

the afternoon, the party detached to thé north- -

ward returned with half a dozen; and being fent
back again; continued there till we departed from
the ifland, having, upon the whole, pretty good
fuccefs. The day following (the 28th) Captain

Cook, accompanied by Mr. Bayly, landed on

the ifland fituate between the two channels into
: the
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the lagoon, to prepare the telefcopes for obferving
the folar-eclipfe that was to ha_ppen on the 3oth.
Towards noon, Mr. King returned with one bear,
and eight turtles; feven being left behind to be
brought by the other boat, whofe people were
occupxcd in catching more; and, in the evening

the \famc boat conveyed them provifions and
watet. Mr. Williamfon now went to fuperintend
this bufinefs in the room of Mr, King, who re-
mained on board in order to attend thc obfer-
vation of the eclipfe. The next day, the twp
boats, laden with turtle, were fent back to the
fhip by Mr. Williamfon, who, at the fame time,
na nieﬁ_'age to Captajn Cogk, requefted, that the
boats might be ordered round by fea, as he had
difcovered a landing-place on the fouth-eaft fide
of the ifland, where the greateft numbers of turtle
were caught ; fo that, by difpatching the hoats
thither, the trouble of carrying them over the
lIand (as had hitherto been done) to the infide of

the lagoon, would be faved, This advice wag )

followed.

On Tuefday the joth, Captain Cook, and
Mefirs. King and Bayly, repaired in the morn-
ing to the fmall ifland above-mentioned, to ob-
ferve the eclipfe of the fun. The fky was over-
caft at times; but it was clear when the eclipfe
ended. In the afternoon, the party who had been
employed in catching turtle at the fouth-eaftern
part of the iland, returned on board, except 2

fallox;

>
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failor belonging to Captain Clerke’s thip, wha
had been miffing for two days, At firft, there
were two men who had loft their way; but hap-
pening to difagree with refpect to the track that
was moft likely to bring them to their compa-
pions, they had feparated; and one of them
found means to rejoin the party, after an abfence
of twenty-four hours, during which he had expe-
. rienced great diftrefs. There being no freth
water in the whole ifland, and not one cocoa-nut
tree in ghat part of it, he, in order to allay his
thirft, had recourfe to the extraordinary expedient
of drinking the blood of turtle, which he killed
for that purpofe. His method of refrefhing him-
felf, when fatigued, was equally fingular, though
he faid he felt the good effets of it: he undrefled
himfelf, and lay down in the fhallow wateron the
beach for fome time.

How thefe twq men had conmved to lofe their
way, was a matter of aftonithment. The land
over which their journey lay, from the fea-coaft
to the lagoon, where the boats were ftationed, did
not excced threc mxles acrofs; nor was there any
thmg that could xmpcde their view ; for the coun-
try was level, with a few fhrubs difperfed about
it; and from many parts, ‘the mafts of our veffels
could be eaﬁly difcerned. This, however, was 2
rule of dlrcéhon whxch they did not think of; nor
did they recolle& in what part of the ifland the
ﬁups lay at anchor, and they were totally at a

lofs
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Yofs how to get back to them, ér to the party they
had fo carelefsly ftraggled from. Confidering
what ftrange people the generality of failors are,
“while on fhore, we might, inftead of being much
forprized that thefe two fhould thus lofe them-
felves, rather wonder that no more of the party
were mifling.

Captain Clerke was no fooner informed that one
of the ftragglers was ftill in this difagreeable firu-
ation, than he detached a party in fearch of him;
but neither the inan nor the party having re-
turned, the next morning the Commodore ordered
two boats into the lagoon, to profecute the fearch
by different tracks. In a- thort time after, Cap-
tain ‘Clerke’s detachment returned, with their
loft companion; in confequence ‘of which the
boats difpatched into the lagoon were called back
by fignal. This man’s diftrefs muft have been
far greater than that of the other ftraggler; not
only as he had been loft a longer time, but as he
was too delicate to drink turtle’s blood.

Having fome yams and cocoa-nuts on board,
in a ftat¢ of vegetation, we planted them, by
Captain Cook’s order, on the fmall ifland where

he had obferved the late eclipfe; and fome feeds

of melons were fown in another place. The
Captain alfo left omr that little ifle a bottle;, con-
taining the following infcription :

Georgius Tertius, Rex, 31 Decembris, i77'7.

Refolution, Fac. Cook, Pr:
I\ Al
faves g Difcovery, Car. Clerke, Pr.
On
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: On Thur{day the:1ft of January, 1778, the
Commedore fent out feveral boats to bring on
board our different parties employed athore, with
the turtle which they had caught. It being late
before this bufinefs was completed, he thoughe
proper to defer failing till the néxt morning. We
procured at this ifland, for both fhips, about thres
hundred turtles, which weighed, one with another,
about ninety pounds: they were.all of the green
fort, and, perhaps, not inferior in goodnefs to any
in the world. 'We alfo caught, with hook and
line, a great quantity of fith, principally confift-
ing of cavallies, fnappers, and a few rock-fith of
two fpecies, one with whitith fireaks fcattered
about, and the other with numerous blue fpots.

The foil of ehis ifland (to which Captain Cook
gave -the name of Chriftmas Ifland, as we kept

that feftival here) is, in fome places, light and

blackifh, compofed of fand, the dung of bil‘d‘g

and rotten vegetables. In other parts, it is
formed of broken coral-ftones, decayed fhells,
and other marine productions. Thefe are depo-
fited in long, narrow ridges, lying parallel with
the fea-coaft ; and muft have been thrown up by
the waves, though they do not reach, at prefent,
within a mile of fome of thefe places.  This
feems to prove inconteftably, that the ifland has
been produced by different acceffions from the
dea, and is in-a ftate of augmentation ; the broken
pieces of coral, and likewife many of the fhells,

[ - being
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being too large and heavy to have been brought
from the beach by any birds to the places where
_they are now lying. We could not find any where
a drop of frefh water, though we frequently dug
for it. We met with feveral ponds of falt water,
which, as they had no vifible communication with
the fea, were probably filled by the water filtrating
through the fand during the time of high tides.
One of the men who loft their -way found fome

_{alt on the fouth-eaftern part of the ifland. We
could not difcover the fmalleft traces of any human
creature having ever been here before us; and,
indeed, fhould any one be accidentally driven on
the ifland, or left there, he would hardly be able
to prolong his exiftence. For, though there are
birds and fith in abundance, there are no vifible
means of allaying thirft, nor any vegetable that
would ferve as a fubftitute for bread, or corre&
the bad effe@ts of an animal diet. On the few
cocoa-nut trees upon the ifland, we found very
little fruit, and that little not good.

A few low tregs were obferved in fome parts,’
befides feveral fmall fhrubs and plants, which
grew in a very languid manner. We found a fort
of purflain, a fpecies of fida or Indian maliow,
and another p]ant that feemed, from its leaves, to
be a mefembryantbemun ; with two forts of grafs:
Under the low-trees fat vaft numbers of a new
{pecies of tern, or egg-bird, black above, and
white below, having a white arch on the foré-

| head,
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head. Thefe birds are fomewhat larger than the
common noddy: their eggs ate bluifh, and
fpeckled with black. There were likewife 'many
common boobies; a fort greatly refembling a
gannet; and a chocolate-coloured fpecies, witha
white belly. Men-of-war birds, curlews, plovers,
tropic-birds, petrels, &c. are alfo to be feen here.
We faw feveral rats, fmaller than our’s. There
were numbers of land-crabs, and fmall lizards.

Chriftmas 1fland is fuppofed by Captain Cook
to be between fiftéen and twenty leagues in cir-
cuit. Its form is femi-circular; or like the moon
in her laft quarter, the two horns being the nosth
and fouth points. The weft fide, or the fmall
ifland fituate at the entrance into the lagoen, lies
in the longm:de of 202° 30/ eaft, and in the lan-
tude of 1° 59/ north.

Like moft of the other ifles in this ocean,
Chriftmas Ifland is furrounded by a reef of coral

rock, extending but a little way from the thore ;

and further out than this reef, on the ‘weftern
fide, is a bank of fand, which extends a mile into
the fea. There is good anchorage on this bank,
in any depth between ¢ighteen and thirty fathoms.
During our continuance here, the wind gcncrally

= blew a frefh gale at eaft by fouth, or eaft; and we
had conf’cantly a great fwell from the northward,

which broke on the reef in a very violent furf. .

CHAP




128 A VOYAGE .TQ THR

CHAP XI,

Three Iflands difcovered—The Inbabitants of Atooi
- approach us in their Canots—Their Perfons de-
JSeribed—Some of them wentare on board—Their

Amazement on that Occaffon— Precautions againft
importing the Wenercal Difeafe imto the Ifiand—
" Ons of the Natives killod—The  Ships caff An-
chor—The Commodore's Reception on landing—
His Excurfion into the Country, ‘with Meffrs.
- Webber and Anderfon—Defeription of a Morai
~ and its Obelife~—Tbe Cufiom- -of offering bu-
man Viflims prevalent = among. .thefp People—
Curioys featbered Cloaks and.Caps<—The Refo-
* Iution driven’ from.Atosi Road—The ifle of Onee-
- béow wifited—Some of our Pespls are devainedon
Shore—Animals and Seeds - deft-at - neeheo—

" Cuftoms of the Natt'ves-—L‘T be Sbt_ps 'éed’fto tbe

" northward. Sl

EIGHING onchor at. day brcak on

Friday the 2d of }apuary, 1778, We I~
) fumed our northerly courfc with a gemle brec_zc
-at eaft, and eaft-fouth-eaft, whlch connnged till
- we_arrived in the latitude of 7° 45' north;- and
the longitude of - 205 ° gaft, where we had a day Qf
perfect calm. A gorth-eaft-b by-eaft wind then
fuceeeded, which blew faintly at firflt, but ﬁ'efhen-
ed as we procccded northward, We daily ob-
derved Tropic birds, men of war birds, boobies,

&e.
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&c. and between the latitude of 16° and 11° north,
we faw feveral turtles; Though all thefe are
confidered as figns of the proximity of land, we

difcovered none till early in the morning of Sun~

day the 18th, when an ifland appeared, bearing
north-caft-by-eaft. Not long after, more land
" was feen, which bore north, and was totally de-
tached from,tfxe,; former. At noon, the firft was
fuppofed -to be eight or nine leagues diftant.
Our longitude, at this time, was 200° 41/ eaft,
and our latitude, 21° 12/ north. The next da},
at fun-rife, the ifland firft feen bore eaft, at the
diftance of feveral leagues. Not being able to

reach this, we fhaped our courfe for the other; -

and foon after, obferved a third ifland, bearing
weft-north-wett. .
‘We had now a fine breeze at eaft-by-north;
and, at noon, the fecond ifland, named Atooi,
for the eaft end of which we were fteering, was
about two leagues diftant. As we made a nearer
approach, many of the inhabitants put off from
the fhore in their canoes, and very readily came
along-fide the fhips. We were agreeably fur-
prized to find, that they fpoke a diale& of the
Otaheitean language. They could not be pre-
vailed upon by any entreaties to come on board.
Captain Cook tied fome brafs medals to a rope,
which he gave to thofe who were in one of the
canoes; and they, in return, faftened fome
mackarel to the rope, by way of equivalent. This
Vor.II.—x° g. X was

>
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was repeated ; and fome {mall nails, or pieces of
iron, were given them; for which they gave in
exchange fome more fith, and a {weet potatoe; a
fure indication of their having fome notion of
bartering, or, -at leaft, of returning one prefent
for another. One of them even offered for fale
the piece of ftuff which he wore about his waift,
Thefe people did not exceed the ardinary fize,
and were ftoutly made. Their complexion was
brown; and though there appeared ta be little
difference in the cafts of their colour, there was
a confiderable variation in their features. Moft
of them had their hair cropped rather fhort;
a few had it tied in a bunch at the top of the
head; and others fuffered it to flow loofe. It
feemed to be naturally black ; but the generality
of them had ftained it with fome ftuff which
communicated to it a brownith colour. Moft of
them had pretty long beards. They had no or-
naments about their perfons, nor did we obferve
that they had their ears perforated, Some of them
were tatosed on the hands, or near the groin;
and the pieces of cloth, which were worn by them
round their middle, were curioufly coloured with
white, black, and red. They feemed to be mild
and good-natured ; and were furnithed with no
arms_of any kind, except fome fmall ftones, which
they had manifeftly brought for their own de-
fence; and thefe they threw into the fea when
they found that there was no occafion for them..

As
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As we perceived no figns of an anchoring-place
at this eaftern extremity of the ifland, we bore
away to leeward, and ranged along the fouths
eaft fide, at the diftance of about a mile and a
half from the fhore. The canoes left us when
we made fail ; but others came off, as we pro-
ceedéd along the coaft, and brought with them

pigs and fome excellent potatoes, which they ex—<

changed for whatever we offered to them; and
feveral {mall pigs were purchafed by us for a fix-
penny nail. We paffed divers villages; fome of
which were fituated near the fea, and others fur-
ther up the country. The inhabitants of all of
them came in crowds to the fhore, and affembled
on the elevated places to take a view of the thips.
On this fide of the ifland the land rifes in a gen-
tle acclivity from the fea to the bottom of the
mountains, which occupy the central part of the
country, except at one place near the eaftern
end, there they rife immediately from the fea:
they feemed to be compofed of ftone, or rocks
lying in horizontal . firata. We obferved a few
trees about the villages; near which we could
alfo difcern feveral plantations of fugar-canes
and plantains. We continued to found, but
did not ftrike ground with a line of fifty fa-
thoms, till we came abreaft of a low point, near
the north-weft extremity of the ifland, where we
found from twelve to fourteen fathoms, over a
rocky boestem. Having paffed this- point, we
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met with twenty fathoms, then fixteen, twelve,
and at laft five, over a bottom of fand. We
{pent the night in ftanding off and on; and, the
next morning, ftood in for the land. We were
met by feveral canoes filled with natives, fome
of whom ventured te come on board.

None of the inhabitants we ever met with be-
fore in any other ifland or country, were fo afto-
nifhed as thefe people were, upon entering a fhip.
Their eyes were inceffantly roving from one ob-
ject to another ; and the wildnefs of their looks
and geftures, fully indicated their perfe&t igno-
rance with refpe&t to every thing they faw; and
ftrongly marked to us, that they had never, tll
the prefent time, been vifited by Europeans, nor
been acquainted with any of our commeodities,
except iron. This metal, however, they had in
all probability only heard of, or had perhaps
known it in fome inconfiderable quantity, brought

- to them at a remote period. They afked for it by

the appellation of bamaite, referring probably to
fome inftrument, in making which iron could
be ferviceably employed; for they applied that
name to the blade of a knife, though they had
no idea of that particular inftrument, which they
could not even handle properly. They alfo fre-
quently called iron by the name of zse, which
fignifies a hatchet, or adze. Onour fhewing them
fome beads, they firft afked what they were ; and
then, whether they-were to be eaten. But, on

: _ their
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their being informed, that they were to be hung
in their ears, they rejetted them as ufelefs. They
were equally indifferent with regard to a looking-
glafs that we offered them, and returned it for a
fimilar reafon. China cups, plates of earthen
ware, and other things of that kind, were fo new
to them, that they afked whether they were made
of wood. They were, in rﬁany refpelts, natu-
rally polite; or, at leaft, cautious of giving
offence. Some of them, juft before their ventur-
ing on board, repeated a long prayer; and others;
afterwards, fung and made various motions with
their hands, On their firft entering the fhip,
they attempted to fteal every thing that they could
lay hands on, or rather to take it openly, as if
they fuppofed that we either fhould not refent

- {fuch behaviour, or not hinder it. But we foon
convinced them of their error; and when they
obferved that we kept a watchful eye over them,
they became lefs altive in appropriating to them-
felves what did not belong to them.

About nine o’clock Captain Cook difpatched
Lieutenant Wilitamfon, with three armed boats,
to look out for a proper landing-place, and for
frefh water; with orders, that, if he fthould fnd
it neceffary to land in fearch of the latter, he
fhould not allow more than one man to accom-
pany him out of the boats. The very moment
they were putting off from the fhip, one of the
iflanders having ftolen a cleaver, leaped qver-
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board, got into his canoe, and hafténed towards
the fhore, while the boats ‘purfued him in vain.
The reafon of the Commodore’s order that the
crews of the boats thould not go on fhore, was,
that he might prevent, if pofiible, the importa-
tion of a dangerousdifeafe into this ifland, which
he knew fome of our people now laboured under,
and which we, unfortunately, had already com-
municated to other iflands in this ocean. From
the fame motive, he commanded that all female

- vifitants fhould be excluded from both the fhips.

Many perfons of this fex had come off in the ca-
noes. Their features, complexion, and ftature,
were not very different from thofe of the men;
and though their countenances were extremely
open and agreeable, few traces of delicacy were
vifible either in their faces, or other proportions.
The only difference in their drefs, was their hav-
ing a piece of cloth about their bodies, reach-
ing from near the middle almoft down to the
knees, inftead of the mareo worn by the male-fex.
They were as much inclined to favour us with
their company on bcard, as fome of the men
were; but the Commcdore was extremely de-
firous of preventing all conne€lion, which might,
in all probability, convey an irreparable injury
to themfelves, and afterwards, through their
means, to the whole nation. Another pru-
dent precaution was taken, by ftri¢tly enjoin-
ing, that no perfon capable of communicat-

ing
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ing the infection fhould be fent upon duty out of
the fhips.

Captain Cook had paid equal attention to the
fame obje®, when he firft vifited the Friendly
Ifles; but he afterwards found, to his great re-
gret, that his endeavours had not fucceeded.
And there is reafon to apprehend, that this will
conftantly be the cafe, in fuch voyages as ours,
whenever it is neceflary that many people fhould
be employed on fhore. The opportunities and
incitements to anamorous intercourfe are then too
numerous to be effeCtually guarded againft; and
however confident a' commander may be of the
health of his men, he is often undeceived too late.
Among a number of men, there are in general
to be found fome, who, out of bathfulnefs, en-
deavour to conceal their having any venereal

fymptoms : and there are others fo profligate and

abandoned, as not to care to whom they com-
municate this difeafe. We had an inftance of
the laft remark at Tongataboo, in the Gunner of
the Difcovery, who had been ftationed on fhore.
After knowing that he had contralted this dif-
order, he continued to have'conne&ions with dif-
ferent women, who were f{]ppofed to have been,
till that time, free from any infe&tion. His com-
panions remonftrated to him on this fcandalous
behaviour without effeé, till Captain Clerke,
being informed of fuch a dangerous irregularity
of condu&, ordered him to repair on board.
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Waiting for the return of our boats, which had
been fent out to reconnoitre the coaft, we ftood
off and on with the fhips. Towards mid-day,
Mr. Williamfon came back, and reported, that
he had obferved behind a beach, near one of the
villages, a large pond, which was faid by the na-
tives to contain freth water; and that there was
tolerable anchoring-ground before it. He alfo
mentioned, that he had made an attempt to land
in another place, but was prevented by the iflan-
ders, who, coming down in great numbers to
the boats, endeavoured to take away the oars,
mufquets, and every other article which they
could lay hold of; and crowded fo thick upon
him and his people, that-he was under the necefs
fity of firing, by which one man was killed.
This unfortunate circumftance, however, was
not known to Captain Cook till after we had quit-
ted the ifland; fo that 3ll his meafures were di-
rected as if no affair of that kind had happened.
Mr. Williamfon informed him, that, as foon as
the man fell, he was taken up and carried(bﬂ" by
his countrymen, who then retired from the boats ;
but ftill they made fignals for our people to land,
wiich they declined. It did not appear, that
the natives had the leaft intention of killing, or
even hurting, any of Mr. Williamfon’s party ;
buc they feemed to have been excited by curio-
fitv alone, to get from them what they had, be-

| ing
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ing prepared to give, in return, any thing that
sppertained to themfelves.

Captain Cook then difpatched one of the boats
to lie in the beft anchoring-ground; and when
fhe had gained this ftation, he bore down with
the fhips, and caft anchor in twenty-five fathoms
water, over a fandy bottom. The eaftern point
of the road, which was the low point already men-
tioned, bore fouth s1°eaft ; the weft point, north
65° weft; and the village near which the freth wa-
ter was faid to be, was one mile diftant. The
fhips being thus ftationed, between three and
four in the afternoon, the Captain went afhore
with three armed boats, and twelve of the ma-
rines, with a view of examining the water, and
trying the difpofition of the inhabitants, who had
affembled in confiderable numbers on a fandy
beach before the village ; -behind it was a valley,
in which was the piece of water. The moment
he leaped on fhore, all the iflanders fell proftrate
upon -their faces, and continued in that pofture
of humiliation, till, by figns, he prevailed onthem
to rife. They then prefented to him many fmall
pigs, with plantain-trees, making ufe of nearly
the fame ceremonies which we had feen pra&ifed,
on fimilar occafions, at the Society and other ifles ;
and a long oration or prayer being pronounced
by an individual, in which others of the affem-
bly occafionally joined. Captain Cook fignified _
his acceprance of their proffered friendfhip, by

beftowing *
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beftowing on them, in return, fuch prefents as
he had brought athore. This introdu&ory bufi-
nefs being ended, he ftationed a guard upon the
beach, and-was then condufted by fome of the
natives to the water, which he found extremely
good, and fo confiderable, that it might be de-
nominated a lake. After this, he returned on
board, and iffued orders that preparations thould
be made for filling our water-cafks in the morn-
ing ; at which time he went afhore with fome of
his people, having a party of marines for a guard.
They had no fooner landed, than a trade was
entered into for potatoes and hogs, which the
iflanders gave in exchange for nails and pieces of
iron. Far from giving any obftrution to our
men who were occupied in watering, they even
affifted them in rolling the cafks to and from the
pool, and performed with alacrity whatever was
required of them. Captain Cook leaving the
command at this ftation to Mr. Williamfon, who
had landed with him, made an excurfion into
the country, up the valley, being accompanied
by Mefirs. Anderfon and Webber, and followed
by a numerous train of natives, one of whom,
who had been very attive in keeping the others
in order, the Captain made choice of as a guide.
This man; from time to time, proclaiming the
approach of our gentlemen, every perfon who
met them, fell proftrate on the ground, and re-
maiped in that humble pofition till they had
v paficd.
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paflfed. This, as we were afterwards informed,
is their method of fhewing refpect to their own
great chiefs.

We had obferved at every village, as we ranged
along the coaft in the fhips, one or more ele-
vated white objelts, refembling pyramids, or ra-
ther obelifks; one of which, fuppofed by Cap-
tain Cook to be at leaft fifty feet in height, was
very confpicuous from our anchoring-ftation, and
feemed to be at a {mall diftance up this valley.
"To have a nearer view of it, was the principal
motive of our gentlemens’ walk. Their guidewas
acquainted with their defire of being conductted
to it: but it happened to be in fuch a fituation,
that they could not get at it, the pool of water
feparating it from them. However, as there was
another of the fame kind about half a mile dif~
tant, upon ‘their fide of the valley, they fet out
to vifit that. As foon as they reached it, they
perceived that it was fituate inaburying-ground,
or morai, which bore a ftriking refemblance, in
feveral refpelts, to thofe they had feen at Ota=
heite and other iflands in this ocean. It was an
oblong fpace, of confiderable extent, environed
by a ftone-wall, four or five feet high. The
inclofed fpace was loofely paved; and, at one
end of it, was placed the obelifk or pyramid,
called by the natives bensuanoo, which was an
exa&t model of the larger one that we had dif-
cerned from our fhips. kIt was about twenty feet
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in height, and four feet fquare at the bafe. Its
four fides were formed of fmall poles interwoven
with twigs and branches, thus compofing an in-
different wicker-work, hollow within from the
top -to the bottom. It appeared to be in a ruvin-
ous ftate, and hiad been originally covered with a
thin greyith cloth. On each fide of it were long
pieces of wicker-work, termed hbereance, in a con-
dition equally ruinous, with two poles inclining
gowards each other at one corner, where fome
plantains were placed on a board, fixed at the
heiglit of about half a dozen feet. This was called
by the iflanders berairemy; and they faid, that
the fruit was an offering to their deity. Before
the benananvo were feveral pieces of wood, carv-
ed into fome refemblance of human figures.
‘There was alfo a ftone near two feet in height,
covered with cloth. Adjoining to this, on the
outfide of the morai, was a fmall thed, which they
denominated hareepaboo ; and before it there was
a grave, where the remains of 2 woman had been
depofited. -

There was a houfe or thed, called bemanaa, on
the further fide of the area of the morai : it was
about forty feet in length, ten or eleven feet in
height, and ten in breadth in the middle, but
narrower ~at each end; though confiderably
longer, it was lower than their common habita:
tions. Oppofite the entrance into this houfe,
ftood two images near three feet high, cut out of
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to be Eatoea mo Vebeina, or rcprcfentatwm of
goddcﬁ'es, and were not very indifferent cithé¥

one of them was a cylmdncal cap, not M'«M

of the other, a carved helmet, fomewhat: refémé
bling thofe of the ancient warriors ; and both of
them had pieces of cloth faftened about the loins,
and hanging down a confiderable way. There
was alfo, at the fide of each, a piece of carved.
wood, with cloth hung on it. Before the pe-
deftals lay a quantity of fern, which had been
placed there at different times. In the middle
of the houfe, and before the images juft defcribed,

HOUSE, in the MORAIX inx ATO oOx .

fione, and covered with fhreds of cloth: this was
the grave of feven chiefs, and was called beneene.
Our gentlemen had already met with fo many
inftances of refeinblance, between the morai they
were now vifiting, and thofe of the iflands they
had lately quitted, that they entertained little
doubt in their minds, that the fimilarity exifted
alfo, in the rites here folemnized, and particularly
in the horrid oblation of human vi&tims. Their
fufpicions were foon confirmed ; for, on one fide
of the entrance into the bemanaa, they obferved
a fmall fquare place, and anmother ftill fmaller ;

The INSIDE of the

ed by their conductor, that in one of them was
4 interred
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one piece of wood, with pedeftals : theyweﬂ’fﬁ

in point of execution or defign. - On'the kéad of .

head-drefs at Otsheite, called tomox; and aathat

was an oblong fpace, inclofed by an edging of -

and on afking what thefe were, they were inform- ‘
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“smterred a man who had been facrificed; and in ter

" ghe other, a hog, which had alfo been offered up ,to

; to the deity. - At no great diftance from thefe, nt
i ‘ were three other fquare inclofed places, with two ;.::
pieces of carved wood at each of them, and a d
. heap.of fern upon them. Thefe were the graves ,e”
. of three chiefs ; and before them was an inclofed znc
:, fpace, of an oblong figure, called Tangata-saboo o

by our gentlemens’ guide, who declared to them, h
. e
that three human facrifices, one at the funeral of

PR

each chief, had been there buried. arc
“ Every appearance induced the Commodore to _ f::
i believe, that this inhuman practice was very ge- b
neral here. The ifland feemed to abound with , ;bc
t fuch places of facrifice as this, at which he was ‘
. now prefent, and which was probably one of the g
moft incenfiderable of them; being much lefs e
| confpicuous than fome others which we had ob- ]vvas
ferved as we failed along the coaft, and particu- a
larly than that on the oppofite fide of the piece of rou
J& water running through this valley; the white py- ]r:;
— ramid of which, in all probability, derived its )
. colour folely from the confecrated cloth put over Pg
* it. In many fpots within this burying-ground, %re‘
# were planted trees of the morinda citrifolia, and @ MO ‘
f cordia_febeftina, befides feveral plants of the efes, {hr
i with the leaves of which the bemanaa was thatched. °
3 . acc
i The journey of our gentlemen to and from mal
' this morai, lay through the plantations. Moft befe

4 of the ground was perfeitly flat, with ditches in-
' terfecting
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terfeting different parts, and roads that feemed
to have been raifed to fome height by art. The
intervening fpaces, in general, were planted with

feveral fpots where the cloth-mulberry was plant-
ed, in regular rows; this alfo grew vigoroufly,
The cocoa-trees were in a lefs thriving condition,
and were all low; but the plantain-trees, though
not large, made a pretty good appearance. Upon
the whole, the trees that are moft numerous
around this village, are the cordia febaftina. The
greateft part of it is fituate near the beach, and
- confifts of upwards of fixty houfes there; but
there may perhaps be near forty more fcattered
" about, towards the moras.

After the Commodore, and Meflrs. Anderfon
and Webber, had carefully examined whatever
“was worthy of notice about the morai, and the
latter had taken drawings of it, and of the fur-
rounding country, they returned by a different

lected at the beach, and a brifk trade for fowls,
pigs, and vegetables, going on there, with the.
greateft order and decorum. At noon, Captain.

:Cook went on board to dinner, and then fent
~ Mr. King to take the command of the party on
fhore. During the afternoon he landed again,
accompanied by Captain Clerke, intending to

before he could execute this defign, the day was
2 too

taro, which grew with great vigour. There were -

route, They found a multitude of people col-"

make another excurfion up the country: but, -
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too far advanced; he therefore relinquithed his
intention for the prefent, and no other opportu-
nity afterwards occurred. Towards {un-fet, he
and his people returned on board, after having
procured, in the courfe of this day, nine tons of
water, and (principally by exchanging nails and
pieces of iron) feventy or eighty pigs, fome fowls,
plantains, potatoes, and #4ro roots. In this com-
mercial intercourfe, the iflanders deferved our
beft commendations, making no attempts to cheat
uvs, either along-fide our fhips, or on fhore.
Some of them, indeed, as we have already related,
betrayed at firft a pilfering difpofition; or, per-
haps, they imagined that they had a right to all
they could lay their hands upon : but they quick-
1y defifted from a conduét, which, we convinced
them, could not be perfevered in with impunity.

Among the variousarticles which they brought
to barter this day, we were particularly ftruck
with a fort of cloq.k and cap, which, even in more
polithed countries, might be efteemed elegant.
Thefe cloaks are nearly of the fhape and fize of
the fhort ones worn by the men in Spain, and
by the women in England, tied loofely before,

* and reaching to the middle of the back. The

ground of them is a net-work, with the moft
beautiful red and yellow feathers fo clofely fixed
upon it, that the furface, both in point of fmooth-
nefs and gloffinefs, refembles the richeft velvet.
The method of varying the mixture is very dif-
’ - ferent;
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ferent; fome of them having triangular fpaces
of yellow and red alternately; others, a  fort of
crefcent;; while fome were entirely red, except
that they had a broad yellow border. The bril-
liant colours of the feathers, in thofe cloaks that
were new, had a very fine effect. The natives,
at firlt, refufed to part with one of thefe cloaks
__for any thing that we offered in exchange, de-
vﬁxandmo no lefs a price than one of our mufquets.
They afterwards, however; fuffered us to pur-
chafe fome of them for very la rge nails. Thafe
of the beft fort were fcarce; and it is Drobable,
that they are ifed only on particular occafions. a
The caps are made in the form of a helmet,
with the middle part, or creft, frequently of a
hand’s breadth. They fit very clofe upon the
‘head, and have notches t6 adinit the ears. They
confift of twigs and ofiers, covered with a net-
work, into which feathers are wrought, as upon
‘the cloaks, but fomewhat clofer, and lefs diver-
fified; the major part being red, with fome yel-

caps, in all probabilit, complete the drefs, with
the cloaks; for the ifianders appeared, fome-
times, in both tozether. ‘

We could not conje@ture from whence they
obtained fuch a quantity of thefe beautiful fea-
thers; but we foon procured intelligence refpect-
ing one fort; for they afterwards brought for fale
great numbers ot {kins of a fmail red fpecies of
. Vor.Ill.—x°9. =~ L . birds,

low, green, or black ftripes, on the fides. Thefe
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'birds, frequently tied up in bunches of twenty or

upwards, or having a wooden fkewer run through
them. At firft, thofe that were purchafed, con-
fifted only of the fkin from behind the wings for-
ward ; but we afterwards obtained many with the
hind part, including the feet and tail. The for-
mer inftantly fuggefted to us the origin of the
fable of the birds of paradife being deftitute of
legs; and fufficiently explained that particular,
The reafon affigned by the inhabitants of Atooi
for the cuftom of cutting off the feet of thefe
birds, is, that by this praftice they can preferve

~ them the more eafily, without lofing any part

which they confider as valuable.

The red-bird of this ifland was, according to

Mr. Anderfon, a fpecies of merops, about as large

as a fparrow ; its colour was -z beautiful fcarlet, 7
- with the tail and wings black; and it had an

arched bill, twice as loneg”as the head, which,
with the feet, was of a reddith hue. The con-
tents of the heads were taken out, as in the birds
of paradife; but we did not find, that they prac-
tifed any other. mode of preferving them, than
fimple drying; for the fkins, though they were
moift,’ had neither a fmell nor tafte that could
give any reafon for fufpe&ing the ufe of anti-pu-
. trefcent fubftances.

On Thurfday the 22d, we had almoft conti-

_ nual rain for the whole morning. The wind was

at fouth-eaft, fouth-fouth-eaft, and fouth; and
the
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the furf broke fo high upon the fhore, that eur

boats were prevented from landing. The Refo- -

lution was not in a very fecure fituation, there
being breakers within the  length of little more
than two cables from her ftern. The natives,
notwithftanding the furf, ventured out in their
canoes, bringing off to our thips, hogs and ve-
getables, which they exchanged, as before, for
our commodities. One of their number, who
offered fome fith-hooks for fale, was obferved to
have a very fmall parcel, faftened to- the ftring
of one of them, which he carefully feparated, and
referved for himfelf, when he difpofed of the
hook. When afked what it was, he pointed to
his belly, and intimated 'fomething of its being
-'dead’; faying, atthe fame time, that it was bad.
‘He was requefted to open the parcel, which he
did with great reluctance; and we found, that it
contained a {mall thin piece of fleth, which had,
to all appearance,_been dried, but was at prefent
wet with falt water. Imagining that it might be
human fleth, we put the queftion to the producer
of it, who anfwered, that the flefh was part of a
man., Another of 'the flanders, who ftood near
‘him, was then afked, whether it was a cuftom
among them to eat their enemies who had been
flain in battle ; and he immediately replied in the
afirmative. A
In the afternoon, we had fome intervals of fair
weather. The wind then changed to the eaft.
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and north-eaft; but, towards the evening, it
veered back again to fouth-fouth-eaft. The rain
alfo returning, continued the whole night, but
was not accompanied with much wind, At feven
the next morning, a north-eafterly breeze {pring-
ing up, Captain Cook ordered the anchors of his
fhip to be taken up, with a view of removing
her further out. As foon as the laft anchor was
up, the wind, veering to the eaft, rendered it
neceflary to make all the fail he could, for the
purpofe of clearing the thore; fo that, before he
had good fea-room, he was driven confiderably
to leeward. He endeavoured to regain the road ;
but having a ftrong current againft him, and very
little wind, he could not accomplifh that defign.
He therefore difpatched Mefirs. King and Wil-
liamf{on athore, with three boats, to procure water
and refrethments, fending, at the fame time, an

order to Captain Clerke, to put to fea after him,’
if he fhould find that the Refolution was unable

to recover the road.

The Commodore having hopes of finding a
road, or perhaps a harbour, at the weft end of
the ifland, was the lefs anxious about regaining
his former ftation. But as he had fent the boats
thither, he kept as much as poffible to wind-
ward ; notwithftanding which, at noon, our fhip
was three leagues to leeward. As we approached
the weft end, we found that the coaft rounded
gradually to the north-eaft, without forming 2

3 . cove,
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cove, or creek, wherein a veffel might be fhel-
tered from the violence of the {well, which, roll-
ing in from the northward, broke againft the
fhore in an amazing furf: all hopes, therefore,
of meeting with a harbour here, foon vanithed.
Many of the natives, in their canoes, followed
us as we ftood out to fea, bartering various arti-
cles. As we were extremely unwilling, notwith-
ftanding the fufpicious circumftance of the pre-
ceding day, to believe that thefe people were
cannibals, we now made fome further enquiries
on this fubje&. A {iall inftrument of wood,
befet with fhark’s teeth, had been purchafed;

which,- as it refembled the faw or knife made ufe

of by the favages of New-Zealand to diffe¢t the
bodies of their enemies, was fufpefled by us to
be employed here for the fame purpofe. One of
the iflanders being queflioned on this point, in-
formed us, that the inftrument above-mentioned
{erved the purpofe of cutting out the flethy part
of the belly, when any perfon was flain. This
explained and confirmed the circumftance before
related, of the man’s pointing to his belly. The
native, however, from whom we now received
this intelligence, being afked whether his coun-
trynien .eat the part thus cut out, ftrongly denied
it; but, when the queftion was repeated, he
fhewed fome degree of apprehenfion, and fwam
off to his cano