Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a été
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
usual method of scanning are checked below. exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de

numérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing / vd
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur \/

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

|  Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de I'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Commentaires supplémentaires:
Includes some text in French.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées
Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de l'impression

Includes supplementary materials /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numérisées.

v Additional comments / Pagination is as follows: [i]-iv, [3]-411 p.



DEBATES

OF

THE SENATE

OF THE

DOMINION OF CANADA
1896

REPORTED AND EDITED BY

HOLLAND BROS.
Official Reporters of the Senate of Canada

FIRST SESSION-—EIGHTH PARLIAMENT

OTTAWA

PRINTED BY 8. E. DAWSON, PRINTER TO THE QUEEN’'S MOST
EXCELLENT MAJESTY

1896






SENATORS OF CANADA.

1st SESSION, 8th PARLIAMENT, 60th VICTORIA.

B —

1896.

THE HONOURABLE C. A. P. PELLETIER, C.M.G., SPEAKER.

—_—
—

SENATORS.

—_—

DESIGNATION.

POST OFFICE ADDRESS..

|
!

The Honourable
Davip Regsor ... e reeeeiaeees
GEORGE WILLIAM ALLAN...covenen.
JOSEPH F. ARMAND.. .oovve vveens !
Ronerr B, Dickey |

WiLriam MiLLgr. .......

DAVID WARK....cvov v S
ABNER Rgrp McCLeLAN. .......
JAMES DEVER. ......oovive

ALEXANDER MACPARLANE........ .0,
Sk Frang SMITH, Kbooovre' s wevennns]
Jonx SUTHERLAND........... ....

WiILLIAM Jony MacpoxNaLy....oeeens

MaTTHEW Hezry COCHRANE... ev...
ALEXANDER VibAL..... .. '

vaese et secnns

;OSEPH HYAciNTRE BELLEROSE. ......
ICHARD WILLIAM SCOTT . .vvvrereenn.
JanEgs D, Lewiy... g

Lavrencr GEOFFREY PoWER
C.A. P PELLETIER,

C.M.G., Speaker
Joseru Rosarrg THIBAUDEAU ....... .
C. E. Bo

UCHER DE BOUCHERVILLE
C.M.G

i
’l\
0000000000000000000000 et seseee

WiLLian J, ALMON.ccvveiveeeiiieana
THoMAS i\IC.KAY..........'.”.
ALEXANDER W. OGILViE ......
Donawp MacInNgs.......
THoMAs R, MclInngs ..
Joux O’'Dononog, |
P. A. Dg BLOIS .......
Donarp I\ICMILLAN.......:--
GEoRrgE C, McKiNpsgy »
WiLLiay McDonavnp
Josern Borpue...... . ceerenees
’;‘Bﬁononn RoBrtatLLe.
AMEs RoBErT Go ¥
Micnagr SULLIVAVI::.A.T. CMG i

.................

....................

. Cap Breton. ......

King's. coce vevvennns
York........ eeans -
Repentigny....... e .
Amherst.........eo |
Richmond ..........
Fredericton
Hopewell ............:
Sr. M. St. John.. ... |
Wallace ... .-...c..

Toronto.. ..... vovuee
Kildonan, .... .....,
Vietoria, B.C.......;
Wellington ........ Q
Sarnig ... ceeeinnnn
DeLanaudiére ......
OtlAWA .cveerrenraanas ‘

‘» St. John ............
- Sr. M. Halifax......

Grandville .......o0.
Rigaud. ......ceo oenee

Montarville ....... .
Jr. M. Halifax......
Truro ..ecesenes
Alma..cieneeiinns
Burlington .... .....

. New Westminster .

Erie ..... cereiecnns
La Salle ..ccevveee
Alexandria ... ‘
Milton...... e raenen i

\
veeed
Lauzon .c.coeen wuaene :
Guif.iveannnne cevenrans]
Barrie ....oceennene.. ‘
Kingston ..........

Yorkville, Ont,

Toronto.

Riviére des Prairies, P.Q.
Amherst, N.S,

Avrichat, N.S,

! Fredericton, N.B.

Riverside, Albert Co.,N.B.
St. John, N.B.
Wallace, N.S.

" 'oronto.

Winnipeg, Manitoba.
Victoria, B.C.
Compton, P.Q.

+ Sarnia, Ont,

St. Vincent de Paul, P.Q.
Ottawa,

St, John, N.B.

Halifax, N.S,

Quehee.

Montreal.

Boucherville, P.Q.
Halifax, N.S.

.... Truro, N.S.

Montreal,
Hamilton, Ont,
Victoria, B.C,
Toronto,
Mastai, P.Q.

¢ Alexandria, Ont,

Milton, Ont.

| Little Glace Bay, N.S.

Tring, P.Q.
New Carlisle, P.Q.
Barrie, Ont.

....! Kingston, Ont.



iv Senators of Canada.
— ::I:Zywﬂy,,, ppa—— = ,i
SENATORS. ’( DESIGNATION. . POST OFFICE ADDRESS.
i i
The Honourable ‘
FrANCIS CLEMOW... cevreiriennnn. Rideau ..... . Ottawa.

Pascar Porrigr .
SAMUEL MERNER. .
CHARLES EusiBE CAbGRAIN

D N R T T

...........

LacrraN McCALLUM...... eee aveeees |

WiILLIAM E. SANFORD. eveeviereenenes

WiLLiam DELL PERLEY.
JAMES REID.. vceveee ..
EvaN JouN PRICE....-vveuee.e.
GEORGE A. DRUMMOND.

cimraresteesens

o eve

R R P YT TR

SAMUEL PROWSE ...ccovennens cenaen veeee |

CHARLES ARKEL BouLTON. .....
JAMES ALEXANDER LOUGHEED... .
Louis Frangors RopRriQuE Masson. .
PETER McLAREN.
HirPOoLYTE MONTPLAISIR.cccuv.uennn...
JABEZ B. SNOWBALL..evevienriene
ANDREw A. MACDONALD ...
Joun Dosson.....
A.C. P. LANDRY .c.ovvevrenes
JoaN FeRGUSON..
TaoMAS ALFRED BERNIER ceresseiaees
JLARENCE PRIMROSE.,
Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL K C M. (x
JorN NEsBITT KIRCHHOFFER.,...
Doxarnp Ferauson . e
JosEPH OCTAVE ARSENAULT.........
George T. Bairp
Sir WiLriam H. HinasToN, K ...
Jostan Woob. ..
JaMes O'Briex . ...
JosEPH O. VILLENEUVE. .......
WILLIAM OWENS . .evvivreenenes e ree
JaMEs COX AIKENS.........
GEORGE B, BAKER........
MICHARL ADAMS covvernnnnnens voe
Davip MACKEEN.. e
Sir Joun Carring, K.CM G
TuaomAs TEMPLE...
SiR OLIVER MOWAT, K C. M G
Louis J. FORGET........
Frangors BECHARD...
ALFRED A. THIBAUDEAU...

sasserse

Teenes

.......................

sesene

.......

evereet einnse

sssssei v

esasseaene

... Perth.. ...

..| Rougemont ..

.. Cape Breton

.| Sorel .uueee .
«.... Do Lorimier........
. Dela Valliére...,....j Montreal.

“seecese

Acadie. .......
Hamburg .....
i Windsor ...

Monck. .........
Hamilton....... ....
De la Durantaye...
Wolseley. ...
Cariboo ...

ceves

sses sessan

. Laurentides ...

Kennebec.....

King's...ccovaeen
Marquette....
. Calgary
Mille Isles .

..............

Shawinegan .........
Chatham.
Charlottetown
Lindsay ..

Stadacona .....
Niagara..............
St. Boniface -........
Pictou .............
.| Hastings...
Selkirk ..covevee vennn
Queen’s .
Prince......
| Victoria.

-----------

etesesvers

............

Westmoreland......
Victoria.....cevuus..
De Salaberry........
Inkerman
Home.........
Bedford . ............
Northumberland...

seee

i London . ....
. York.......

secvaves

ve sre eiea;

Shediac, N.B.

New Hamburg, Ont,
Windsor, Ont.
Stromness, Ont,
Hamilton, Ont.
Ste.AnnedelaPérade, P.Q.
Wolseley, N.W.T.
Quesnelle, B.C.
Quebec.

Montreal.

Murray Harbour, P.E.L,
Shellmouth, Manitoba.
Calgary, N.W.T.
Terrebonne, P.Q.
Perth, Ont.

Cap de la Madeleine, P.Q.
Chatham, N.B.
Charlottetown, P.E.1.
Lindsay, Ont.

Mastai, P.Q.

Toronto, Ont,

St. Boniface, Manitoba.
Pictou, N.S.

Belleville, Ont.
Brandon, Manitoba.
Charlottetown, P.E1,
Abram’s Village, P.E.L.
Perth Centre, N.B.
Montreal.

Sackviile, N.B.
Montreal.

Montreal,

Montreal,

Toronto.

Sweetsburg, Que.
Newcastle, N.B.
Halifax, N.S.

London, Ont.
Fredericton, N.B.
Ottawa, Ont,
Montreal,

! St. Johns, Que.



THE DEBATES

OF THE

SENATE

OF CANADA

IN THE

FIRST SESSION OF THE EIGHTH PARLIAMENT OF CANADA, APPOINTED TO MEET
FOR DESPATCH OF BUSINESS ON WEDNESDAY, THE NINETEENTH
DAY OF AUGUST, IN THE SIXTIETH YEAR OF THE
REIGN OF

HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA

THE SENATE.
Ottawa, Wednesday, 19th August, 1896.

The Senate met at 2:30 P.M.
Pravggs,

roA communication under the Great Seal,

) the Secretary of State, was read
nOuncm_g that Hon. Mr. Pelletier had

H 1 appointed Speaker of the Senate. The
on. Speaker then took the chair.

NEW SENATORS.

The followi

Wore th ng newly-appointed Senators

en introduced and took their seats :

Hon. gir OLIVER MowWAT.
Hon. Frangors Bécrarp.
on. Louis J. Forger.

The House was adjourned during pleasure.

After some time the House was resumed.
T .
Chiehfe JHon. Sir Henry Strong,

1 Knight,
ustice of the Supreme

Court of

Canada, Deputy Governor, being seated at
the foot of the Throne.

The Hon. the Speaker commanded the
Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod to pro-
ceed to the House of Commons and acquaint
that House,—* It is the Deputy Governor’s
desire that they attend him immediately in
this House.”

Who being come, the Hon. the Speaker
said :

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I have it in command to let you know, that His
Excellency the Governor General does not see fit
to declare the causes of his summoning the present
Parliament of Canada, until the Speaker of the
House of Commons shall have been chosen, accord-
ing to law ; but, to-morrow, at the hour of three
o'clock in the afternoon, His Excellency will de-
clare the causes of his calling this Parliament.

The Deputy Governor was pleased to re-
tire, and the House of Commons withdrew.

The Senate then adjourned.
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THE SENATE.
Ottawa, Thursday, 20th August, 1896.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p-m.

PravERs.
THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

This day, at Three o'clock p.m., His
ExcELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL pro-
ceeded in state to the Senate Chamber, and
took His Seat upon the Throne. The Sena-
“tors being assembled, His Excellency was
pleased to command the attendance of the
House of Commons. The members of that
body, preceded by their Speaker, the Hon-
ourable James Davip Epcar, appeared at
“the Bar. The Honourable JamMes Davip
EpcaRr then informed His Excellency that
the choice of the House of Commons had
fallen upon him to be their Speaker ; and he
prayed for the members thereof the custom-
ary parliamentary privileges.

After which His ExcELLENCY was pleased
to open the First SkssioN of the Eicurn
PARLIAMENT OF THE DoMINION oF CANADA
with the following Speech :—

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The necessity of making provision for the public
service has compelled me to summon you together
at this somewhat inconvenient season.

Tt is impossible to lay before you, at this session,
the public accounts for the past year; or indeed
any of the reports usuatly submitted to Parliament.

Under these circumstances and in view of the
fact that you will be required to re-assemble early
in the ensuing year, it does not appear expedient
to invite your attention to any measures beyond
the passage of the supplies. ]

The operation of the tariff will be made the
subject of careful inquiry during the recess, with a
view to the preparation of such a measure as may,
without doing injustice to any interest, materially
lighten the burdens of the people.

Tmmediate steps will be taken to effect a settle-
ment of the Manitoba School question, and 1 have
every confidence that, when Parliament next
assembles, this important controversy will have
been adjusted satisfactorily.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :
The Estimates for the current year will be laid
before you forthwith.
Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I hope that when you will have given the
necessary attention to the consideration of the
year’s supplies, I may be able to relieve you from

the duty of further attendance at this session of
Parliament.

The House of Commons then withdrew.

BILL INTRODUCED.

Bill “An Act relating to Railways.”
~—(8ir Oliver Mowat.)

THE ADDRESS.

The SPEAKER reported His Excellency’s
Speech from the Throne, and the same was
then read by the Clerk.

Hon. Sir OLIVER MOWAT moved :

That this House do take into consideration the
Speech of His Excellency the (GGovernor General on
Monday next, at three o’clock.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—-I
would suggest to the hon. leader that
he should make it Tuesday next, as many
members of this House, if they return
to their homes to-night, cannot be here
on Monday afternoon unless they travel
on the Sabbath. T would also suggest that
the adjournment be until Tuesday next
at eight o'clock, which is a more convenient
hour for those who have to return from a
distance. Without entering into the merits
of the Speech from the Throne, I am very
much gratified to notice a paragraph in the
speech indicating that there is a probability
that that very vexed question which has
agitated the people of this country for the
last few years is being finally settled. From
recent editorial comments, in the organs of
the Government, I was led to believe that
some arrangement had been made by which
a final settlement has already been reached
and that the leader would be able to inform
the House what that arrangement was. I do
not, wish to press for an answer at the pre-
sent raoment, but I call the attention of the
House to the fact that statements have been
frequently made by those journals which
support the Government to the effect that
the Manitoba School question has been
finally settled, and I trust that the Govern-
ment will be prepared, when the question
comes before us for discussion, to take the
country into their confidence and let us
know what that settlement is. I assure
hon. gentlemen that no one will rejoice
more than I will when the question is

removed from the political arena of federal
politics. :
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S oA
e e‘shghtest objection to accede to the
de:iafastlon of my hon. friend, if it is the
- re of the House, that Tuesday should be
Substituted for Monday, and that the ad-
2oumment should Le until eight o’clock
Dstead of three in the afternoon of Tues-

2y.  With regard to the Manitoba school !

;‘lgle(;mong I am glad that my hon. friend

2{5 With such care what appears in the
hasorm newspapers. In this instance he
— Il‘;'ad them more carefully than I have
Wl)1 Ei y for T Flid not happen to read
thea _my hon. .frlend has told us appeared
tm? 5 but he is hurrying the matter a little
- ast.  Wedid not undertake, and did not

Pect to be able, to have everything settled

Y this session, but we do hope that before

ano : . .
o ther session the question will be removed
ut of our way.

Hon, My MASSON—Then what has|

appeared in

th at i s
settled. is g e papers, that it has been

the case !

) an. Sir OLIV
tl(?n 1S not settled,
Will be finally sett]
toit, and T think

ment, oy hon. fri
work,
session

ER MOWAT—The ques-
but we have no doubt it
ed. We are on the way
if we accomplish a settle-
end will consider it a good

although we may not be ready this
to report.

The motion was

'fuesda,y ot amended to adjourn until
o.

eight o’clock, and agreed

The Senate then adjourned.

THE SENATE.

Ottaica, Tuesday, August 25th, 1896.

o’crll;t?{ .SPEAKER took the Chair at Eight

Prayers and routine proceedings.

BILL INTRODUCED.

(AI)I(:?. Mr. LOUGHEED introduced Bill

Polici D Act respecting the payment of

tiorigl?’s Oil Insurance by foreign corpora-
" ’bi n?g moved that the same be read the
Hon. My SCOTT i

. n. Mr. —1I think the practice

1n this House, and in the other a.lso? is not

to introduce bills until after the Speech from
the Throne has been answered.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN—Soon after Sir John
Abbott became leader of this House, I re-
member he introduced a bill before the
Speech from the Throne was answered,
and it was objected to then, that it was
irregular to do so. T consulted the law clerk
of the other House about it, and he informed
me that it was, at all events, contrary to
usage.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED—I am quite
willing that the bill should lie on the table
until the address is disposed of.

THE LATE SENATORS READ AND
SIR DAVID MACPHERSON.

Hon. Sir OLIVER MOW AT—Before the
Orders of the Day are called, it would be
comformable to the custom of this House
that occupying the position I hold I should
say a word or two in vegard to those
Senators who have gone to their long rest
since the last session of the House. Two
hon. members of this House have died since
you last met here together. I have myself
succeeded one of them, the Hon. Mr. Read.
I had very little personal acquaintance with
him. I am not quite sure that I methim
more than once in my life, and that was
within two or three years of his death. At
the same time, I know from repute that he
was highly thought of in his own locality,
and wherever else he was known, for the
sterling qualities which he possessed, and as
a politician he had a very large influence.
Other hon. gentlemen more familiar with
him than I am, and who met with him here
in the Senate, will be able to speak more
fully on the subject than I can. The death
of the other hon. member to whom I refer
—Sir David Macpherson—has occurred
within a very few days. He was a strong
politician too, and those whose politics were
the same as his own have special reasons for
regarding him very highly indeed. ButI
know something of him too; I knew
something of him in business; T knew
something of him socially, I knew some-
thing of him in other respects; likewise,
and I learned to form a very high opinion
of his ability. It was far beyond the aver-
age. His intellect was exceptionally clear ;
he was a very active man; and a very in-
fluential man in every matter in which he
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took part. He was a genial man likewise,
possessed of a very friendly disposition and
enjoyed doing a good turn for others.
During the latter years of his life he was an
invalid, and was obliged to spend most of
his time abroad. But Canada was his coun-
try by adoption, and it was the country of
his affection likewise. He came to Canada
in his youth, and it was here he acquired his
wealth and his honours. I take a special
interest in referring to him because such
was his feeling in regard to this country that
he gave his life for the purpose of visiting
once more his home here and his family.
Other hon. gentlemen will be able to say
more of him than 1 can. I should not bhave
done justice to my feelings without saying
this much in reference to the Hon. Sir
David Macpherson.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—The
painful duty which has been discharged by
the hon. gentleman who has just spoken, is
one which has devolved upon me every ses-
-sion since I have had the honour of a seat in
the Senate. It is a painful duty when we
have to refer to those with whom we have
been so intimately associated as I have been
for over half a century with one of the gen-
tlemen to whom reference has been made,
I mean the Hon. Robert Read. It was my
good fortune, as a young man, when he first
came to Canada, so long ago as 1836, to form
his acquaintance. At that period of life he
was all that the hon. leader of the House
has said in reference to his character. He
was one of those men who was always ready
and willing, as far as his means would per-
mit, to assist not only his own countrymen,
but everyone who came in contact with him
and who required assistance. I need scarcely
say to the gentlemen in this Senate who
have occupied seats here for a number of
years and have had the pleasure of his ac-
quaintance and association, that he was one
of those rare men whose word was his bond,
knowing no nationality or creed when
he was called upon to aid his fellow men.
He was strong and firm in his convictions
—just what the hon. gentleman has said,
one of those politicians who never swerved,
believing, as he did, that the policy of the
party with which he was allied was most
beneficial to the country. I think itisa
good trait in the character of the human
race that when those with whom we have
associated and whom we have learned to

respect pass away, no matter what their
individual opinions may have been politi-
cally or religiously, that we can speak of
them in terms such as we have heard
to-night. No man in Canada will miss the
Hon. Robert Read more than I shall. He
was a firm, consistent and devoted friend of
mine, personally and politically, and I think -
I can safely say it will be a long time before
I shall meet another in whom I can place
the same confidence and for whom I can
have greater respect. I was familiar with
his rise and progress in business and in his
social relations with the section of the
country where he lived ; and I know the
great influence which he possessed. It was
proved by the success which attended his
first entrance into public life, in 1862,
when he ran in the Quinté Division
for a seat in the Legislative Council.
At Confederation, as was well known
to those who were in public life at that
day and those acquainted with the history
of this country, there was an agreement
entered into that there should be in the Sen-
ate an equal division of seats between the two
parties. The Conservatives having then, as
they have now, a large majority in the Legis-
lative Council, Mr. Read placed his seat at
the disposal of the then leader of the party,
Sir John Macdonald, telling him that he
could select whom he pleased. All he wanted
to know was whether he was to be one of the
selected or to be left out. I remember,
when he went to visit Sir John Macdonald
at the time, he told him that if his seat in
the Senate was wanted, he would contest
one of the ridings in the County of Hastings;
Sir John MacdonaM thanked him for his
kind offer, and he at once announced himself
a candidate for East Hastings, which he
carried by six or seven hundred majority.
He had an influence the result of stern
integrity and a level head. He was a man
who was not only capable, but formed in-
dependent, opinions on all questions which
came before the country and took that side
which seemed to him to be in the interests
of Canada as a whole. Like Sir David
Macpherson, Canada was the home of his
adoption. An Englishman by birth and
Canadian by adoption, he was a British
subject under all circumstances. In
reference to Sir David Macpherson, I had
not the same personal acquaintance with him
that I had with the Hon. Robert Read, but
it was my good fortune to have sat in the
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c(;lunclls of this country with Sir David Mac-
Pherson for a number of years, and a more
a?fslt'iuous and honest administrator of the
& Alrg that came under his consideration
:e;t‘laixi sat at the Council Board. I can
f:i dy re-echo the sentiments of my hon.
m en fWho leads the House, that he was a
w:n (;’ broad, comprehensive intellect ; he
- Ea. evoted to the interests of his country,
thar rh a8 he kr}ew, and in so far as he believed
by e VIVas right in the course he was pur-
sam eg.' . °an assure those who had not the
the c;ntun_acy with him that I had, that at
ke Oﬁl.ncﬂ B(?ard it was very difficult to
beli 1m dev1?.te from a.point which he
eved to be right. He will be missed by
He Will be missed by his party, by
those Wizi advice was always valued, and
to regret, thWh'Om he acted will have cause
. Sge e loss which his death causes to
try 'I‘:'t:e, to his family and to his coun-
of o 13 the lot of all of us, and as many
adVa.nce!:I the Senate are tolerably well
vacant whm years our seats may be found
only b €D another year rolls on. I can
We);n . 011))2 that when we depart this life
frien d}i\l as well prepared for it as our old
r. Read was when he died.

esﬁ):,;,blvﬁ" MILLER —As one of the old-
and yot rs of this House—one of the small
at thy b}‘e?amlng of those who were here
duty ha 1?" of the Dominion—the sad
prossin 8 Irequently devolved on me of ex-
colleacrg régret at the loss of many esteemed
the é,ues In this Chamber ; but never in all
simi{a:rs that have since elapsed, on any
B t(flcl:ca.slon, have I felt more sincere
of Som D&n_ the announcement of the death
- avid Macpherson has caused me.
aS my privilege to enjoy the valued

friendshi
enatsxl'njg, ra:g confidence of the deceased

. Y many years, so that my op-
a‘;‘;‘;‘m;iles of fairly estima.t,ir;g his cha.r?;ctgr
ceptional, *and now that he is no

l;ﬁl(')e, itIi(si notin the language of unmeaning
to higsy beglrepo bear my humble testimony
public virtues and hig private worth.

ere never was a memb :
£ . member of this House
s;’)icﬁ(;?u Id eeéltertamed. a more sincere re-
ance, th n o0 an intimate acquaint-
Tndeed :l:l I felt for our lamented colleague.
inads © word respect, very feebly and
tert, duately expresses the feelings I en-
e tauu?d,. and  had good reasons for
Dtertaining, towards him,

A striking personality in every way—men-
tally as well as physically, the late Sir David
Macpherson possessed many sterling qualities
that attracted admiration and esteem.
A thorough patriot according -to his
lights, and above all an honest man, his in-
tegrity as a statesman, or as a private citizen,
requires no vindication from his friends. Be-
neath a reserved exterior, which was often at-
tributed to a lack of feeling by those who did
not know him well, he possessed a warm
heart, and the most generous impulses, under
the influence of which I have often seen him
exhibit the sensibility of a child. Honour-
able and straightforward in all his actions,
he scorned duplicity, and, a rare quality
among politicians, he never pretended to be,
either to friend or foe, what he was not.
As a party man, and ever an intrepid cham-
pion of his party’s cause, in whose behalf he
did yeoman’s work, he was always ready to
acknowledge the services of others, while
undervaluing his own; for unaffected modesty
was a very distinct trait of his character. I
am convinced no one could be animated by
less selfish motives than was the late Sir
David Macpherson throughout his whole
public career.  The high positions of
public trust which he held from time
to time came to him unsought, and I
believe were only accepted in obedience
to what he considered the dictates of
duty.

In all the walks of life—socially, politically,
and in relation to the industrial development
of Canada, our late colleague occupied a
high and prominent position among his
fellow citizens. His clear head, his prac-
tical common sense, his unquestioned recti-
tude, and unfailing steadfastness of purpose,
were crowned with the success they merited, -
and in a degree which few men achieve.
A more efficient and impartial presid-
ing officer never sat in the chair of the
Senate, and his princely hospitality while
he occupied that position—and indeed at
all other times—will not soon be forgot-
ten by those who shared it, and who
yet live to bear in sad but kindly recollec-
tion the genial and generous host of many
a festive scene. And in this connection, I
think I may safely say, that no Senator of
those days will fail to call to mind the esti-
mable lady whose genuine kindness and
unaffected amiability gave a charm to these
occasions, and endeared her to all who came
within the spell of their magical influence.
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‘When Sir David Macpherson, in failing
health, assumed the onerous duties of the
Interior Department, he took upon himself a
burden which only loyalty to his chief, and
a sense of public duty could induce him to
assume. Sir John Macdonald considered
that integrity and firmness were indis-
pensable qualifications in the incumbent
of that responsible position, and that Sir
David possessed those qualities in a remark-
able degree was not a matter of doubt. That
he applied himself faithfully and diligently !
to the work he had undertaken is beyond !
dispute, and that the guiding principles of
his administration of North-west affairs de-
served, if they did not achieve, success, l
cannot be fairly denied. He was not;
answerahle for the causes of the subsequent
troubles in the Territories, which were
inherited from others,and beyond his control.

It is well known, especially in the
old provinces of Canada, that Sir David
Macpherson was one of the earliest pioneers
in the industrial development of this country.
The evidences of his energy and businessé
capacity are numerous in the great pro-|
vince which was his adopted home. The
public works, with whose construction he
was connected, all contributed vastly to the
amelioration of the condition of the people,
and the general prosperity of the country.
It is almost impossible to realize to-day how
much of that prosperity is due to the fore-
sight and enterprise of such men as the late
Sir David Macpherson and his associates.
But they have left their mark on this fair
land, which time can only slowly efface, if
indeed it can ever obliterate.

As T recall the great changes that have
taken place in this Senate since the inaugura-
ation of confederation—how few of those re-
main who occupied seats in this chamber in
the first Parliament of the Dominion—it is
not strange, that the thoughts of other days,
the reminiscences of by-gone years, the recol-
lections of so many esteemed colleagues who
have * gone to that bourne whence no travel-
ler returns,” it is not strange, I repeat,
that these thoughts should crowd thick
and fast upon my memory. I do not
yet feel exactly ‘like one who treads alone
some banquet hall deserted,” but often as I
pace the halls of this Senate, I cannot fail
to remember the many ornaments of the]
public life of Canada who have filled these
seats, and who, one after another, have
dropped into the silence of the tomb. Our,

i

lamented colleague, the late Sir David Mac-
pherson, is the last to join the sad proces-
sion, but he was not the least conspicuous
or respected, alike for his qualities of head
and heart, among the distinguished men
who gave weight and dignity to this body,
and wisdom to its deliberations. The death
of such a man can only be regarded
as a national loss. That noble pre-
sence, that honest face, that fine, old
manly form, will never again grace this
chamber ; but it will be long, indeed, before
those of us who knew him and had learned
to correctly appreciate him, will forget the
warmth of his heart, or the truthfulness of
his character ; his fidelity to his friends and
his unselfish devotion to the interests of his
adopted country. He has left a heritage to
his family far more precious than his wordly
goods, and of which they may well feel proud.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN—I almost hesitate,
after what has been so well said by the leader

lof the House inreference tothe late Sir David

Macpherson and the very eloquent tribute
which has been paid to his memory by my hon.
friend opposite, to take up the time of this

‘House by saying even a few words, but

having enjoyed for so many long years the
personal intimacy and, I may say, very
strong friendship of Sir David, I feel as
if I could not .allow this occasion to
pass without saying a few words in reference
to him. One of the most marked features in
Sir David’s career, as a public man, was the
entire absence in his case of any inducement
to enter political life for mere personal gain
or advantage, and I believe that no man ever
did enter political life with higher motives or
more sincere desire, not to further merely the
interests of a party, but to serve the interests
of his country. Throughout the whole of his
career he showed that he was ever guided
by a strong sense of public duty and the
responsibilities of office. When he was

| Speaker of this House, I am sure few will

forget the dignity and impartiality with
which he presided, or, as has been alluded
to already, the generous hospitality which
he exercised; but I have always felt that
when Sir David passed from the Chair of this
House and afterwards became Minister of
the Interior, to a certain extent he might
then be said tohavereally sacrificed his life for
his country. Whatever may have been the
opinion with regard to the management of
that department by Sir David Macpherson,
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:0 lman can der}y to him the most intense
tm Sincere desire to carry out and adminis-
er the affairs of that great territory with
which he was charged with the most thorough
Impartiality, and with one view, namely, to
Eé‘&tlect the public interest and promote the
and ;}menh and. development of .the gountry,
- really bgheve that the strain which then
the 3 upon him, the necessity he felt that all
andl uties of the office should be thoroughly
the .Il)ll‘operly fulfilled, laid the foundation of
ot il t?ess to which after many yearshe has
Sir ars) succumbed. Few persons could know
o] avid Intimately without being exceed-
anod yt hlmpreSSed with his sound judgment
¢ e care and deliberation with which he
approached any subject before arriving at a
Ozzlsolgr}l- In him the country has lost
one of ter soundest advisers, and this House
o Of the most useful members, to whose
T}leOII’lS f\fe all looked up with respect.
a.ﬂ':ct' remier has alluded to Sir David’s
thes g)_n %r hl‘i’ country. There is no doubt
wik v David’sengrossing idea, his strong
lved WaSI to return to Ca.{lada. while .he yet
by o t was not given to him to
Shor;s . 1s wish fulfilled or see these
o .2gain. On the voyage he passed
On(yhm Peace to another home—a better

€ than this—but T am quite sure that his

memory will aj i i
in the ygreat :s gvays be held in this country

bure statesman
welfare and the

heart, interests of his country at

Hon. Mr. MacINNES

cannot refrain from sa

€xpress my sympathy and sorrow on the
nf:til of Sir David Macpherson. It was
e ft,l‘(?Oddfo?tune to have the advantage of
able 1en‘ ship for many years. The honour-
b bse:n\.tors who have preceded me have
o igut}}'ltt-le for me to add. All that T can
Wér(i . 1s : that T cordially endorse every

at has been said. He has left behind

him a stainle
88 name and a hi
those who come after e high example to

Hon. Mr. CLEMOW__

: ; czn;udered presumptuous on my part to
. li 2 ew words respecting Sir David Mac-
P tg. I prqbablx knew him longer than
cazx ;)t er man in this Chamber. When he
o derko t;l_ns country he was first employed as
et l\l'slth myself in the large forwarding
1shment of Macpherson, Crane & Co.

(Burlington).—1I
ying a few words to

respect as an upright and |
» who had thoroughly the:

I hope it may not |

By his perseverance he became a partner in
that concern and managed the business until
misfortune overtook the concern by the con-
struction of the Grand Trunk Railway. Then
he went into railway construction. I may
say, from personal knowledge of Sir David,
that he was a man who was eminently quali-
fied to perform any duties which he under-
took. As you all know, the firm of Crane
and Company at one time did a very large
business, which Sir David managed to the
entire satisfaction of the members of the firm
and the country at large. I know it was
with great reluctance that he was obliged to
abandon the operations of the forwarding
company to enter into the construction of
the road of which you have heard so much.
His disposition was, as has been described
by the hon. member from Richmond, genial
in every way. He had the confidence of his
employers and the success of the undertaking
of that great firm to a great extent was due
to the manner in which he discharged his
duties as a junior partner. Being, as I said
before, a clerk with him for many years, 1
knew him intimately, travelling with him
from one end of the country to the other in
the winter season, and I had a personal
knowledge of his character and his business
qualifications.

Hon. Mr. POWER-—It has been custom-
ary on occasions like this that the House
should content itself with hearing from the
leader of the House and the leader of the
Opposition ; but that practice has been de-
parted from on the present occasion, and I
think with propriety ; and as it has been
departed from, perhaps the House will par-
don me if T add a few words to what has
been said. When I came into the Senate
in 1877, there were hardly any more con-
spicuous figures in this House than the two
Senators whose death we now deplore. The
Hon. Robert Read, generally known as the
hon. gentleman from Quinté, sat where the
hon. member from Calgary sits now. His
voice was a very sonorous one, and was
heard very distinctly and to very great pur-
pose in this chamber. Hon. gentlemen who
knew Mr. Read only during the last few
years can form no conception of his vigour
and energy in early days. The hon. gentle-
man claimed—and I believe with a good
deal of foundation—to be the man who
initiated the National Policy in this country ;
he was the first, at any rate, to bring that
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policy before parliament. He was a very
vigorous and energetic enemy, but there was
no poison on his sword, and when the fight
was over he was ready to be friendly and
shake hands with his opponent. I can-
not help recalling one instance which
indicates that characteristic, the generosity
which a really courageous man generally
exhibits. On one occasion an attack was
made upon a gentleman in this House,
which the hon. gentleman from Quinté
thought was not called for. He differed
in politics from that gentleman, but Mr.
Read stood up and defended in the most
energetic and vigorous way his political
opponent. I was very much impressed by it
at the time. I never forgot it and I have
thought it worth mentioning as illustrating
his character. Most of you, hon. gentlemen,
knew him, and you know that as far as his
abilities went—and they were very consider-
able—he did his duty as a senator and as a
Canadian in a most thorough way. I only
hope that we may have in the future many
gentlemen who will do their duaty as well.
Sir David Macpherson, when I came here,
was, as everybody knows, a very conspicu-
ous member of this House. At that time I
was looked upon as being not very much
more than a boy, and I stood in some awe
of Sir David and got the impression that he
was rather severe and austere to those who
did not sympathize with him in politics ;
but I learned afterwards that that was
really not the case, and that underneath his
somewhat austere manner in the House, a
very kindly heart was concealed ; and when
he came to be Speaker of the House, he
made no distinction between the members
of the two parties inside this House or out
of it. The members of both parties were
treated in the same way. Those two gentle-
men who have gone, I trust, to their reward,
were men of whom Canada has every reason
to be proud and may be regarded as model
citizens. We here are only doing our duty
in emphasizing our sense of the loss which
the country has sustained by their de-
parture.

Hon. Sir OLIVER MOWAT—TI think it
is the desire of the House not to proceed
with the orders of the day this evening, and
I therefore move the adjournment of the
House.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—I would suggest to
my hon. friend to amend the motion and

move that the House do now adjourn out of
respect to the memory of those two departed
senators.

Hon. Sir OLIVER MOWAT—I have no
objection.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—
Does the hon. leader of the House accept the
suggestion of the hon. gentleman from Rich-
mond ¢ If the motion is put in that way, I
shall refrain from bringing under the notice
of the House a matter that I intended to
mention. If it is a mere motion for adjourn-
ment, then I shall take advantage of it to
call the attention of the lead r of the House
to a subject which I consider deserves
attention.

Hon. Sir OLIVER MOWAT-—I have
accepted the suggestion that we should
adjourn out of respect for the memory of
the two deceased senators.

The motion was agreed te.

The Senate then adjourned.

THE SENATE.
Ottawa, Wednesday, 26th August, 1896.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

Prayers and routine proceedings.
A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Hon, Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL.—
Before the orders of the day are proceedad
with, I desire to call the attention of the
leader of the House to one or two state-
ments made by one of his colleagues, the
Hon. Mr. Blair, Minister of Railways and
Canals, during the contest which has besn
proceeding in the county of Sunbury, N.B.
I do so because I think the utterances re-
flect upon the honour of this House and its
members, and therefore should not only
be noticed by the members, but should
be resented, if I may use that strong ex-
pression, by the government of which that
gentleman is a member. I rise more par-
ticularly to ask my hon. friend who lesds
this House whether he, as the Minister of
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J ust.ice of this cou
Possibility,
seats in the

ntry, was, or could, by any
be a party to the trafficking in
ba Senat:e. That the House may
o :'fl}(l)_rehfully put in possession of the point
the ich I refer, I will read one or two of
o .;axt,ra.cts which I find in a report in the

at’y Telegraph, the organ of the Liberal
f”‘f"’y. In New Brunswick. Mr. Blair, in
tﬁ :!é‘lrll)g to the position which he holds in
o abinet and also to the fact that he had

& constituency, used this language :

E\’hat Mr. Kin,
and entirely trye
decldeglly azerse to
Mcr. King should v
tive f.or these unit,
ose his valuable g

arliament of
was, as he h

g has said to you is absolutely

agreeing to any proposition that
acate his seat as the representa-
ed counties, and that we should
ervices as a representative in the
o tl'm.((l{a,. My own individual desire
a3 stated, to have made a tem r
arra : b porary
min: %:;:ent for a seat in the Senate. A friend of
to have OPerfectly willing, there being no vacancy,
Upper ¢ l?;;(llm me, so to speak, his seat in the
the unimp er for the short, and, as I thiuk,

ortant session now ensuaing.

segg;, Js it possible that there is any
tratfio 1n ;lh this House who is willing to
holds her at manner with the seat that he
ment. © Or 18 it possible that any govern-
the conseca:lse 1t could not be done without
goverams nt of the Premier and of the
e Willinnt of which he forms a part—
loaning ofg %o make an arrapgement for the
stituens cﬂ' S(l%at in the Senate until a con-
memberz OIu C}lx be obtained for one of its
names oif Y ave looked over the list of
chamber £ 0¢ who have seats in this
Wick andrfm the province of New Bruns-
singlg o cannot place my finger upon a

elieve o elgmong those gentlemen who, I
and the r°‘1 so far forget his own position
own die .?PeCt due to this House and his
cousent?t, ¥, 88 to make a proposition, or to
to loan hi any overture being made to him,

18 ;23;: for a short time in order to

assis in i
y zht::-,e e ¥ in its exigency. I freely
that the T 0 not think for a moment
awaro s on. Minister of Justice was
Proposit,ioan}]; such agreement or any such
B oposit 0 being made. I cannot conceive
possi le that he would be a party to any
gg{)cs&an of that kind. If he were not a
part gon hl.t, then Mr. Blair must have taken
that 1mself to borrow g seat, expecting
imselfl?; colleagues would be as ready as
the Sar OIcaf.irry out the arrangement. In
spocch rani nd in the report of another
ok made on the 20th of the present
that Mr. Blair used this language :

- I was, and continued to be,"

It was held that he could not get a seat from
the Conservative party and must of necessity turn
to the Liberals. As a matter of fact he was not in
such dilemma. There was no such staunch feel-
ing of loyalty to the defunct party as they would
try to make out. The reason he had not got
a seat elsewhere was that he felt there was such a
thing as getting too high a price. He felt that it
behooved the Liberal party to see that the Senate
was not filled up with men whose views did not
agree with those of the Liberal party.

To the latter part of that statement I take
no objection, nor do I suppose that the
party in power would, in the selection of
members to fill vacancies which may have
occurred, select gentlemen holding views
different from those which they entertain
and advocate; but from this particular state-
ment you can draw only one deduction—
some member of the Conservative party,
holding a seat in the Lower House, must
have been approached. If he were not
approached, then Mr. Blair could not have
known what price he demanded. Whether
that be correct or not, I pass no opinion.
I am only drawing the deductions which
must be drawn from the utterances of this
minister of the Crown, that he could have
obtained a seat had he been prepared to give
sufficient for it. Whether that was a pecun-
iary reward or whether it was a seat in this
House I do not venture to offer an opinion.
The ministers, in their negotiations with
these gentlemen, if such negotiations were
ever conducted, must know what the inward
workings were, and what the demand was,
and whether they were able to pay the price
or not. What I desire to impress upon the
minds of the leader of this House and his
colleagues, and also on the members in the
House, is, that the trafficking in seats, in the
manner in which Mr. Blair declares that he
has been trafficking, is an insult to every
member of the House and to the whole
Dominion. I do not wish it to be under-
stood, hon. gentlemen, that I cast that re-
flection upon any member of the Commons
who, belonging to a successful party, resigns
his seat to give an opportunity to the
government of the day to elect one of its
memoers. There is a party fealty which
should always exist between the supporters
of the party and the government, and I
have a feeling of pride when I see a man
who, like my hon. friend who sits before me,
enter Parliament the same year that I did,
and has been working steadily in the in-
terests of his party for about twenty-nine



[SENATE)

or thirty years, was willing to make a sacri- ,‘ which he refers. I know nothing
fice when it was deemed necessary in the of any negotiations between iy friend Mr.
interests of his party. I commend a man: Blair and anybody else, either a member of
who would do that, but if a bargain be made | this House or a member of the other House.
by which, as Mr. Blair says, the price paid!At the same time, from what I know of Mr.
is enormously high and that too when heiBlair and what I have always understood
goes to try and invade the fortress of his!about him, I am quite sure that he has done
enemies, another party, then it becomes nothing whatever that is inconsistent with
venal in its character. I think my hon. | the duties, the honour of a member of the
friend who smiles at my remark, will agree|government, or of a private gentleman.
with me that it is a much more im- The hon. gentleman has quoted some expres-
portant matter to sustain the dignity sions from a speeck as reported in a news-
of the Senate, particularly after what paper. He seems greatly displeased with
has been said abroad in reference to the:the expression of ‘“loaning, so to speak,” a
members of this House, than under any seat in this House. With regard to that
other circumstances. If my recollection 1 matter, and the other matter read from
serves me right, I read some little time ago another newspaper, this is to be observed
an interview which had taken place between | nothing took place. Whatever may have
the hon. leader of the House and some news- | occurred as stated, according to the hon.
paper reporter, or in a letter written by the | member, in the newspaper extract, was
Minister of Justice to his leader, that among | merely a matter of talk, nothing more. If
other things it would be one of the duties— | we have to consider anything at all, it is
I do not know if it was to be the first duty | mere conversation, which may have heen
—of this government to reform the of the most casual description. Whether it
Senate. I dare say using the word literally, | would be wrong for a member of this House
away from the political meaning of the!to resign in order that a minister of the
word, that most of us would not be harmed | Crown may get his seat, I do not think there
by a little reformation, but if the govern-ican be much doubt. I fancy it would be a
ment is to begin a reformation, politically | very proper thing, which nobody would dis-
or otherwise, or in the constitution establish- : pute, that a member of this House, who
ing the Senate, or in those who are to form | thought it of importance a minister of
the body hereafter, I advise him in all sincer- | the Crown without a seat should have a

ity to begin within his own household, with
the members with whom he has to associate
every day and with whom he has to consult
in the forming of a policy for the Govern-
ment of Canada. He has plenty of room,

seat, should resign his own seat in this House
or the other House in order to give the minis-
ter a seat. He might do that without any
expectation of being re-elected at any future

| time, or being reappointed to this House at

plenty of missionary work about that round jany future time, or he might do it ex-

table at which the hon.
present has the bonour of having a seat.
should like to know, having said this much
and having called the attention of the House

to these utterances of one of the most|render anything of the kind improper.

gentleman at| pecting that he would be restored to his
I, former seat on its becoming vacant, and I

am not aware that there is any principle of
law or any principle of ethics which would
It

prominent ministers of the Crown, whether 1 may be of great interest to the country that
the policy which has been announced by Mr. |a minister should get an immediate seat,
Blair is the policy of the g vernment, and ! and it might happen that there would be
whether they are aware and were a party to ! no other way of his getting it unless some-
the negotiations which took place between 1 body resigned for him. Such arrangements

the gentleman to whom he referred and Mr.
Blair himself. When we have his answer
we will be in a better position to deal more
fully with this important subject.

Hon. Sir OLIVER MOWAT-.1 think
the House will agree with me that my hon.
friend is making a mountain out of a mole-
hill. I know nothing of the transactions to

arenot uncommon in the other chamber ; and
if it is reasonable and proper and a well un-
derstood thing in the other House, I do nct
see that it is unreasonable or improper that a
similar transaction should occur in this House.
I am quite sure, if there was any talk about
it, it would notin any sense be objectionable
as a matter of ethics, or as a matter of con-
stitutional usage. Then my hon. friend re-
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ferred. to an extract in another newspaper, | I thought that an honourable man could
in Wl.uch Mr. Blair is reported to have said | not accept it without its being offered in an
be might have got a seat in the other House | honourable manner.

g he was willing to pay enough for it. I

aresay one might say that with truth. In
any large body it is quite possible that there
1S someone that money or some thing would
tempt, but Mr. Blair's saying what is stated
if he did say it, does not amount to much.
He made no offer—it is not pretended that
he made any offer, or ever intended to make
any offer, of a pecuniary kind or of any other
kind in order to get aseat. It does not do,
as my hon. friend knows very well, to critical-
.Y eXamine every word that a public speaker
IS reported to have used on any particular
occasion. It would embarrass us very much
if we were to attempt to draw logical conclu-
sions from such reports, as if every word were
Properly reported and carefully considered.
Mr. ‘Blair has been too long in public life,
and 1s too well known in public life, for the
h'ouse to doubt that there is any action of
18 that is not strictly honourable and that
would not bear the closest investigation.
. Hon, Mr. BECHARD -I am perhaps
Justified in believing that my hon. friend
OPPosite has referred to me in speak-
ng of his hon. friend on this side of the
is oqiz::?id saying that a man in my position
ceivJe t;l ed In “making sacrifices to re-
infor © position of senator. I wish to
M my hon, friend and this House that
R ea"e not made the least sacrifice to receive
oﬂer};?islttlon of senator. The position was
over o é) me without any condition whatso-
oo cél fbe/fore accepting it I received as-
souln nst drom parties whose sincerity I
than, o 0 ou'bt:3 that it had been for more
Ministey ear the intention of the present First
them t{l, Which he had communicated to
o p(;we :lth if he ever reached the summit
the Senate ¢ would offer me a position in
surance that It was after receiving the as-
o lons tima such had been his intention for
honour of e that I (decided to accept the
no sacrif a position in this House. I made
to ce and I would not have made any
secure that position. I told my con-

22.2?”3“ that if the position had been
ed to me on condition that I should
make room in

the House of Commons
f’(:arr solmebody else, I should have ecried
thoy houdly “00,” and I added that al-
o ugh 1T copsxdered the position of

nator as being dignified and elevated,

THE ADDRESS.
MOTION.
Hon Mr. POWER moved :

That the following Address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor General, to offer the
humble thanks of this House to His Excellency for
the gracious Speech which he has been pleased to
make to both Houses of Parliament ; namely :—

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Sir
John Campbell Hamilton-Gordon, Earl of Aber-
deen ; Viscount Formartine, Baron Haddo, Meth-
lic, Tarves and Kellie, in the Peerage of Scotland;
Viscount Gordon of Aberdeen, County of Aber-
deen, in the Peerage of the United Kingdom ; Bar-
onet of Nova Scotia ; (Governor General of Canada.
MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY ;—

We, Her Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal sub-
jects, the Senate of Canada in Parliament as-
sembled, beg leave to ofter our humble thanks-to
Your Excellency for the gracious Speech which

Your Excellency has addressed to both Houses of
Parliament.

He said: I can hardly plead that I am
unaccustomed to public speaking, or unac-
customed to speaking in the Senate, but at
the same time I feel considerably embarrass-
ed in rising to-day. I am speaking in an
unaccustomed place. I have for the last
seventeen sessions been speaking on the
other side of the House, and trying to
find fault (not unreasonably, I hope) with
the speeches made by previous govern-
ments and placed in the hands of His
Excellency the Governor General. At
the same time, although I have changed
my place, I find that I am still in a minor-
ity. There is that difference between the
change of governmert as it affects the Sen-
ate and as it affects the House of Commons.
Although I might prefer that, as in the
other chamber, my friends were in a major-
ity here, still, as a member of this House, I
feel a sort of compensating satisfaction in
being able to look around me, and see the
old familiar faces that I have seen in the
past. I regret to see that the hon. gentle-
man from Monck, who was directly in front
of me, has got to one side so that I cannot
conveniently see him, but I notice the smiling
face of the leader of the Opposition just in
the same relative position that it was in last
year when he sat on this side of the House.
I shall take up the Speech from the Throne,
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and deal with it as briefly as practicable.
The first paragraph of the Speech says:

The necessity of making provision for the public
service has compelled me to summon you together
at this somewhat inconvenient season.

I may say that while the season is not the
most convenient, it is a more converient
season than the one indicated by the original
proclamation which summoned Parliament
to meet on the 16th July. We should have
suffered a good deal more from heat and other
discomforts if we had met at that time than
we are likely to suffer now. The weather is
getting cool, and Ottawa is a much pleasanter
place to live in, and the temperature in the
building is much more agreeable to work in.
This paragraph tells us that we are sum-
moned on account of the necessity of making
provision for the public service. The ques-
tion naturally suggests itself ¢ why wasnot
provision made for the public service
before ?”

Hon. GENTLEMEN—Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr. POWER—I thought I should
find a number of hon. gentlemen prepared
to ask that question and to sympathize with
me, Well, hon. gentiemen, the reasons are
plain enough to be seen. 1In the first place,
during last session the time of parliament
which would under ordinary circumstances
have been occupied in dealing with the es-
timates and making provision for the public
service, was devoted to the consideration of
the Remedial Bill. The late government
introduced that measure, and the discussion
upon it continued up to about, I think, a
week before the death of the last par-
liament, and consequently there was no time
to consider the estimates. That is one rea-
son. Another reason why there has been
no opportunity to consider the estimates be-
fore the 1st July, is that the late govern-
ment, when they dissolved parliament, post-
poned the elections to a late date. The gov-
ernment might have had the elections
earlier, and parliament might have been sum-
moned for some time in the month of June,
so that the estimates for the present year
might have been considered and disposed of.
That is an additional reason why we are
called here now; and, as hon. gentlemen
know, as a matter of fact, the late govern-
ment resigned office at such a date that it
was practically impossible that parliament

should meet and deal with the estimates.
The late government resigned somewhere
about the 8th or 9th July, and if Parliament
had met, as the original proclamation
provided, on the 16th July, it would
have been necessary that parliament
should adjourn in order to enable the new
ministers to go to their elections, and we
should not have got back here very much
earlier than we have actually come. So
that the reasons, whether they are satisfac-
tory or not, are substantial reasons why
parliament has not up to the present time
made provision for the public service. Then,
hon. gentlemen, I dare say there are some
of you who think that there is another rea-
son, and I know it has been stated in the
press and by the speakers of the Conserva-
tive party, that there was something quite
abandoned and unparliamentary and reck-
less in the conduct of the Liberal
members in parliament, because they
did not vote the estimates en bloc at the
close of last session. Itis worth while, on
a question of such importance, citing two or
three authorities upon that point. The true
constitutional parliamentary doctrine is
that when a dissolution is about taking place,
Parliament does not vote supplies for the
whole year. The practice in England, and
the true constitutional practice, is that par-
liament shall vote supplies sufficient to carry
the country over the time of the general
elections and not supplies for the whole
year. On that point I may refer to one or
two authorities. If hon. gentlemen will
refer to Todd’s Parliamentary Government
in the Colonies, page 788, they will find the
doctrine laid down there. I do not quote
from that, but I quote from the first volume
of his Parliamentary Government in Eng-
land, because Todd lays down the same doc-
trine in the two works. I quote from page
758 of the first volume of Todd’s Parlia-
mentary Government in England :

When parliament is about to be dissolved upon
& ministerial crisis, it is obviously improper to
call upon the House of Commons to vote either the
full amount or all the details of the proposed
estimates and so commit the country to the finan-
cial policy of ministers whose fate is about to be
determined by a general election. The duty of
finally deciding on these estimates should be re-
served for the new House of Commons. Mean-
while, the supply of credit should be restricted to
such an amount as may be absolutely required for
the public service until the reassembliug of parlia-
ment, and the vote on account should not be

regarded as in any degree pledging the House to
an approval of the entire estimates.
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pa;eaggi ?uote from the second volume, at

It is customa,

dissolved, whe ry when parliament is about to be

o 880 Whether upon the occurrence of a min-
ﬁ\t:r;}as:lmfs or for any other reason, to restrict
defray the i° d_ﬂupphes to an_amount sufficient to
service 4 ,;1 1spensable requirementss of the public

until the new parliament can be asserbled.

EnAlrilthHr. Todd cites there a debate in the
18 6g8 8 \ ouse of Commons in the session of
the | where the question was discussed and
o Principle recognized, that the proper
ourse is to vote only sufficient supplies to

carry the country over the general election.
The same

at, 5 doctrine will be found
of Mpa-ge 020. of the Tenth Edition
ay's Parllamentary Practice. Now,

hon. gentlemen, I think that in the
Present case it wa,

: 8 the more important that
gﬁzha‘;llent should not vote the supplies for
ment?v ole year, and that the new parlia-

should be summoned to deal with the

estimates, because the government which

appealed to the country on the 23rd June
ast, was not th,

appealed to the e government which had

electors for their support
and had received . pp
might be contendh&t support in 1891. It

. ed that the government
lrz‘intylegui) John Abbott and the govern-
governme Y Sir John Thompson and the
now 1 ea,dsl::}illed by t:h.e hon. gentleman who
the ident; el Opposition in this House, if not
electors 3“' government in which the
was at | ad reposed their confidence in 1891,
cessor o ;iﬁlt the legitimate and regular suc-
place | at government ; but a crisis took

ont] D the course of last session, as hon.
gentlemen well remember, and & new gov-

e >
OE“T:::ZVS&_S constituted just after the close
WS in me Slon, and that new government

. Sense identical with the minist
w
mg:fyl’x 2:?8 governed this country for :Z»
that a.z leas;, tOn the contrary, we found
ment who hree members of that govern-
lowers of :’}? been the most faithful fol-
the hon © previous First Minister,
OPPOSitio;l 'gentl.e man  who leads the
from the n !0 this House, were excluded
governm €W government. It was a new
was OldEnlt; and a new policy. The leader
: 0ut he wag, jn another sense

new, and con
T why s}e;guenﬂy there was the more

iy 18 government, which had
S}*::s;‘dhad the confidence of the country,
s Oant be allov?ed to dispose of the vast
om0 noney which are dealt with by the

al estimates of Canada. I think, hon.

gentlemen, there are perfectly good and
valid reasons why we are called together here
now. There is another matter which natu-
rally suggests itself in dealing with this
particular paragraph of the speech. The
new government coming in, found that they
could not, with any regard to the convenience
of parliament or the country, pass the esti-
mates immediately, and then there were
large numbers of public servants whose
wages and salaries had to be paid; and it
may be truly said that the business of many
places, and more particularly the business of
the city of Ottawa, depended very largely
upon the prompt and regular payment of
wages and salaries to the government em-
ployés. What course was the government
to take? Was the government to allow
these employés to remain unpaid, or was it
to take some steps to pay them? I think
the government took a perfectly proper
course. They obtained from the Governor
General his warrant to pay the regular em-
ployés of the government at Ottawa and
throughout the country. I think their con-
duct was perfectly proper and warranted.
On this point of the Governor General’s
warrant, I do not wish to detain the House,
but I propose to refer to the law on the
subject, which is to be found in the Revised
Statutes of Canada, chap. 29, sec. 32. I
just quote from Beurinot at page 579 :

Special warrants may issue, when parliament is
not in session and any expenditure not foreseen or
provided for by parliament is urgently and imme-
diately required for the public good ; and a state-
ment of all such warrants is laid before the House
not later than the third day of the next session.

Now, hon. gentlemen, these expenditures
were not provided for by parliament and
they were urgently and immediately re-
quired for the public good.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—
What is the statute !

Hon. Mr. POWER—TIt is chapter 29 of
the Revised Statute, section 32. The object
of that section was to emable the govern-
ment to make provision for unexpected
cases. The statute says that “if a public
work is in absolute need of repair, &e.”
These Governor General’'s warrants have
been used in the past for all sorts of
purposes. They have been used by the Con-
servative party for the purpose of paying for
new works, of doing things which bave not
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been authorized by parliament at all, and
large sums have been expended for purposes
as to which parliament had never pro-
nounced an opinion. The present case is
different altogether. The money has been
spent solely for the purpose of paying the
public servants. That is a duty which had
to be performed. There was no question
but that those servants had to be paid, and
the fact that the money was not there to
pay them was a totally unforeseen and un-
provided for circumstance. There is
this circumstance which may be added. I
do not profess to be very much of a lawyer,
but the hon. Minister of Justice is in. front
of me and will be able to decide whether or
not my law is sound. My impression is
this, that in the great majority of cases
these public servants were in a position to
bring suits for their salaries or wages, as
the case may be, if not paid.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON, P. E.I.—Hear,
hear.

Hon. Mr. POWER—The hon. gentleman
says “hear, hear.” Does he think that the
government should have waited until those
public servants brought suit before paying
them? The common sense of every hon.
member of this House and the common sense
of the country most emphatically approve of
the conduct of the government in having is-
sued those warrants for the purpose for which
they were issued. If hon. gentlemen wish
to learn something of warrants issued for
other purposes—for purposes which were
not justifiable at all, then let them read the
debates which took place in the other House
in the sessions of 1887 and 1891. They
will find that millions of dollars were spent,
the expenditure of large portions of which
had never been authorized by parliament at
all, and those large sums were spent on the
eve of elections and spent in such a way as
to leave the almost positive inference that
they were used for the purpose of influen-
cing the elections. That is the kind of Gov-
ernor General’s warrant which was objected
to, and that is the kind of Governor Gen-
eral’s warrant which was issued under the
late administration. Why, the hon. gentle-
men issued several warrants between the
time parliament was prorogued in April
last and the 23rd of June. The next para-
graph of the speech is:

Under these circumstances and in view of the
fact that you will be required to re-assemble early

in the ensuing year, it does not appear expedient
to invite yourattention to any measures beyond the
passage of supplies.

I think, again, any hon. gentleman who
simply exercised his common sense, and the
average wayfaring man outside of parlia-
ment, would say that paragraph was a
matter of course. The government have
hardly got comfortably seated in their
places, and it is unreasonable to expezt that
they should have measures prepared for the
consideration of parliament. It is a very
remarkable circumstance, that gentlemen
who have sat, not only in parliament, but
in governments, seem to think that the
new government should have come down
this session with a long programme of
important measures to be submitted to
parliament, and above all, that they should
have brought in a complete measure of tariff
—1 should say reform, perhaps hon. gentle-
men on the other side will call it some-
thing else—but that they should havebrought
in a completely new tariff, and that they
should have produced, almost as if by magic,
a complete, final and satisfactory adjust-
ment of the Manitoba school question. One
can hardly believe that these gentlemen are
serious in the attitude that they assume.
Some newspapers, I see, take somewhat the
same ground. The late government under-
took to reform their tariff, and did they do
it in the space of a month? Not at all.
The then Minister of Finance announced
in the session of 1893, in a semi-official way,
that the tariff was to be revised and the
mouldering branches lopped off. The mat-
ter was placed in the hands of the Minister
of Finance, the Minister of Trade and Com-
merce and the two Controllers. These
gentlemen acted in a very proper way, and
went about the country collecting informa-
tion as to the manner in which the tariff
was to be reformed. It took at least a year
before the late government got to the first
step, of introducing a measure. The hon.
gentleman, I suppose, could hardly help
smiling when he found, after all
that preliminary work, after all that
painstaking and valuable work in which he
took so important a part himself, when the
session of 1894 was over, that the tariff was
not reformed at all. It was practically the
same old tariff, a little worse in some places
and a little better in others. The statistics
gathered since then show that, as far as it
was aburden on the consumers of thecountry,
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ansard and T cannot refer the |
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hon. gentleman to the page in Hansard, but
I have the official pamphlet containing the
Budget Speech of the Hon. Geo. Foster,
| D.C.L., M.P., Minister of Finance, delivered
on the 27th March, 1894, in the House of
Commons. At page 11 T find the following :

| If there is to be a protective system at all, every-
body knows that it must be higher in its inception
than as the years gradually pass, when industries
have become established, and when the indnstrial
development of the country grows apace. If a
high degree of protection is necessary at any time,
it is necessary in the initial ycars of a policy which
adopts the principle of protection as its basis.

And then be goes on to show that that
stage is passed. I now propose to quote a
few lines from page 18 of the same pamphlet.
This is the principal quotation—it lays
down the whole doctrine :

Now, sir, there have been many changes since
1879%. Since the inception of the National Policy,
fourteen years have yone by,  Changes have taken
place in the business conditions of this country
itself, changes in the value of raw material and of
manunfactured products, changes which, so far as
the ad valorem equivalents of duties are concerned,
have made a very great difference as to the nature
and rates - f imposts between those times and the
present day. Theindustries of this conntry have,
wany of them, well established themselves.  The
ramount of protection which they nceded hetore,

i they do not need to so great a degree to-day ; and
! for some years an opinion has been gaining ground
among the people that the time for a revision has
come, an opinion which was recognized by the
[ government when they said to parliament last
year that the time had come for a complete re-

|

in favour of a exumination of the whole matter of our tariff

"arrangements, in order that the anomalies existing
might be done away with, and that the taviff might
{be brought level with the existing circumstances
jand changed conditions of business, not only in
“('zmudu, but in foreign countries, at the present
lday. Those changes have taken place, and those
changes have been recognized.

i

do not think the hon.

‘1\ can ral

gentleman
se any question as to my authority
for thinking that the tariff needs change.
I shall read just one more very short
(extract, where the Minister of Finance
having meanwhile dined and come back
fortitied, after having weighed T presume
i what he had said before dinner, says:

|

When the House rose at six o'clock T was saying
{that in the tariff vevision it has been the aim of
i the government, while seeing that industries are
‘1'eusunably protected in this country, to also see
i that the rights of the consumers are carefully
| looked after, and that all classes and all conditions
“of the people shall have fair consideration in the
arrangement of the tariff.
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Before this speech was delivered, that ' ferent classes of the community in the places
perambulation, to which I have referred, all i which they visited have been preserved an
over the country had taken place; and T!will be usetul in any inquiry which the
must say that I think that the line of, present government may think it desirable
conduct adopted by thie gentlemen who con- | to make.
ducted it wasa very proper and becoming one. |
They went through the different provinces| Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—
of the country, through the trade centres, That is if they are in the possession of the

and some of the smaller places. They put
themselves into communication with the im-
porters, manufacturers, retail dealers and,
in fact, with almost all classes.
the farming community and the body of
consumers generally did not present . them-

selves in as large numbers in proportion to !
the share which they formed of the popu--
lation as the others did, but that was only
Any one who had anything
to say with respect to the operation of the

to be expected.

tariff in the different places which these

hon. gentlemen visited, had an opportunity !

to say it : every one was courteously received,
and I presume that what he said received
consideration afterwards; and you can
see, from the tone of the speech of the Min-
ister of ¥inance, that it was the intention
of the governmment to act, to a reasonable

Naturally

rgovernment party. They were stolen from
| me.

Hon. Mr. POWER—TI was under the im-
‘pression that those interviews had been
+largely printed in the press, and this is thé
first intimation I have had that they are
not among the Government records. [ am
very sorry indeed to hear that they are not,
and I trust that copies of them have been
preserved.  While I did not think altogether
“too badly of the old ministry, and T do not
look upon the new ministry as angels—they
.are ministers of light but not angels. alto-
gether—1I feel confident that, after the
* Minister of Finance at the next session has
tannounced the alterations which he pro-
“poses to make in the tariff, there will be no
"danger whatever that any protected interests

extent at any rate, upon the information | will be able to deflect the minister from the
which they had acquired during that tour— I'path which he has entered upon. Of course,
I do not use the term in any disrespectful | we cannot know what the exact nature of
manner. The echoes of the tour are to be ' the measure will be, but T think we can
found in the speech from which I have,judge fairly well from two or three sources
quoted : but unfortunately, after this speech | what the general character of the changes
was made by the then Minister of Finance, ! will be. In the first place, there is the plat-.
something—T do not know whether he was form of the Liberal party, which was
afflicted with many moments of weakness solemnly adopted at a convention held here
or not—occurred, and in some way or other in the month of June, 1893, presided over
the good intentions of the government: by the honourable gentleman who now leads

were thwarted. The two ministers, %th.is House, and there the tariff plank was
the Minister of Finance and the Min-|laid down in fairly clear and unmistakable
ister of Trade and Commerce, and!language. The general principles upon

the two controllers had gone around andiwhich tariff reform was to proceed were
given audience to all classes and after that ilaid down ; in short, 1t is practically to sub-
speech had been delivered by the Minister  stitute a revenue tariff for a protective tariff ;
of Finance one class, the class especially | and now, honourable gentlemen, speaking of
benefited by high duties, scemed to have' that, I am not going to quote the platform,
brought pressure on the Finance Minister but the description of a revenue tariff by the
and his colleagues, and the result was that | ex-Minister of Finance, which is on the
the good intentions of the government were, | whole, satisfactory. In the speech which !
as I have said, thwarted and that the new |have already quoted, he says:

tariff was really no better than the old. It
was just about as onerous to importers as
the old tariff, which they had set out to
reform, had been. At the same time the
reports, which 1 presume were prepared,
of interviews held by the ministers ana
controllers with the representatives of dif-

Another system is to have a revenue tariff
which selects a list of articles and places rates: ol
impost qun those articles, chiefly with a view t0
the (uickest, easiest and best method of raising
the amount which is necessary, but also with the
necessary sequence of incidental protection when-
ever this selected list includes those things which
are produced or can be produced in the country it
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self. u vroteets . L. .
in brotection which is incidental, but which,

& purely revenue tariff, is never designed.

mg}hat 1S what %Lre\'enue.tariﬁ'lis; and I
o er that that is the tariff which will he
;;ES::&““]M& goal of the government of the
C?lnkn‘ot b( ay ; but, hon. ge;ntlemmv that goal
bers of i]r‘ead?ed immediately. The mem-
revolutio he thzeml government are not
. msts. They are, as a rule, speak-

mne i o

ti\? N a non-opolitical sense, conserva-
€ and men of conservative habits of

thought;

ave o and the Liberals of this country
e irlt ’ITIH‘Ch intere:ted in the manufactur-
servati erests of the country as their Con-
is not i\]f lfl‘lends, or very nearly so, :md. it
which 1kely that they would adopt any policy

"1 would deal unfairly with the inter-

':Z‘;‘Si'ﬁ“vhlch derived benetit from the present

Presume it will he m
anfl that the protect
celve due notice
not left to g
gentlemen, he

of the changes. We are
peculate on that point, hon.
ernment 1. cause the lend.er of the gov-
clared L a8 on various public occasions de-
I imself to that effect, and the hon.
{(;1 eman \Yhn now leads this House laid
OWn, in his letter of the
Lilur‘ler’
the 4th May, the
{’mpf)sed to follow.
at it is not ¢
and that g4 thti: be
Says: the ch
burdens of t,
c oing as litt]
lt%:xex[r‘fsfls. Now, T have already said some-
2, hon. gentlemen
the Conservative preSS’
to be in ap
tariff,. T

policy which the party

paragraph in the speech
anges are to be made and the

He declared distinctly
a revolutionary policy @ every confidence that, when parliament next
iassembles, this important controversy will have
| been adjusted satisfactorily.

he.po_eople are to be lightened,
€ Injury as possible to existing ' that immediate steps will be taken to effect

either free trade or a revenue tariff. Per-
haps the hon. gentleman thinks that that is
the case and that there is a panic throughout
the country, but the only panic which
exists is in the minds of the hon. gentle-
men who have had to cross from one side
of the House to the other. I do not
think they have discovered any panic in the
minds of the business people of the country.
They are sensible men and know that there
will be no revolutionary change, and that
the government can be trusted not to do
anything injurious to the interests of the
country. 1 know there is panic in the
minds of hoh. gentlemen who have had to pass
from the government side of the House to
the opposition side. It is cooler there,
perhaps, and that is one advantage just now,

If there is to be a tariff veduction, ' and it is freer in a sense. I can speak from
oderate and gradual, | a long experience, that it is freer and easier
ed interests will re-!for members speaking in that part of the

House.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—
You have just come to that conclusion?

Hou. Mr. POWER—Oh, T came to that

2nd May to Mr. | conclusion long ago. The fourth paragraph
published in the Toronto 7obe, of |

of the address states :

Immediate steps will be taken te effect a settle-
ment of the Manitoba school guestion, and I have

Every lover of Canada will be glad to kndw

a settlement of the Mani\toba, school ques-

about the fact that' tion. That question has for years, par-
and speakers appear |ticularly during the last few months, been
undue hurry for this new!

the occasion of a great deal of bitterness and

cult and a'il;]ﬁ' reconstruction is a very diﬁi-!ilLfeeliqg amongst different sections of our

that it shoulsort‘)tant task, and it is better population, amongst whom there ought, by

deliberate] Jbe con&dere.d carefully and |rights, to be good-will a.nd harmony. I

may b las);’i $0 that the tariff when adopted am1 not in the secrets of the government
n

8 than that something should

be done in g h
! urry ;
very little while. Y to be undone in a

myself ; but this does not seem to me to be
an empty promise, because already there has

A I k . ™ . h . ~ .
irregular to refep ¢ now it is slightly i been a meeting between members of the

taken place in the

h
appened to he present during a portion

(})li‘f) Itlhtle s%eech made in that chamber by the
ast(;nizz er of the Opposition, and to my
s ment I heard that gentleman say
l'evenu:;ei t.rade was a bad thing, that a
toncnue ariff was a bad thing, but that the
this onecertainty in which the people of

1y couznt.ry were now living was worse than

0 debates which have! Cabinet of Canada and members of the
other chamber, but I|Cabinet of Manitoba.

A friendly confer-
ence has taken place, and there is, at any
rate, reason to hope that some general basis
of a settlement has been arrived at ; and if
this course had been adopted several years
ago, I believe that this question never would
have become what it did become —the basis
of partisan warfare. That the school ques-
tion, the question of the violation of the



[SENATE]

rights of the minority in Manitoba has ! of this House as a rule are pretty reasonable
been used as the basis of a party war cry, I men, and they know the position in which
think has been illustrated during the last few ' the government are placed, that they are
days in a very clear and emphatic way. We supported by only a very smali minority in
have had the representatives of the party.this House, and they know the government
which went to the country, using as their business has to be got through, and they
principal ery ¢ Justice to the oppressed' will not, I believe, offer any factious or un-
Catholic French minority of Manitoba ”—we | reasonable opposition to the measures of the
have had the people who represented that: government. When the Liberal party werve
same party during the two by-elections in power in Canada from 1874 to 1878,
which have recently taken place, adopting a . the Conservative majority in this House,
totally different line, and instead of advocat- | made themselves very active on comnmit-
ing the rights of the French Catholics of tees and I think perhaps made themselves
Manitoba, condemning French dominationunduly active with respect to certain
and condemning the coercion of the English ' matters which in the light of subsequent
speaking people of Manitoba. That, I think, jevents appear very small-—the Neebing
illustrates the factand is satisfactory evidence . Hotel for instance and other things of
to any reasonable man, that although there that sort. There was a great deal of noise
may have been many gentlemen who were | made about those little things, and we have
sincere, still a great many prominent mem- ‘ kept very quiet since when things a thousand
bers of the party now in opposition were not: times worse have been done thau anything
sincere ; they were actuated, not by any that was done in connection with the Neeb-
special affection for the oppressed Metis, but . ing Hotel or the Fort Frances Lock. Still
were actuated by a strong desire to see their the Senate did not give what could be des-
party returned again to power. I mightsay cribed as a factious opposition to the legis-
something more, hon. gentlemen, but I do not | lation of the administration of Mr. Macken-
propose to detain the House many moments | zie. There were, I think, only two measures
longer. It has been usual in speeches from i of that government defeated in this Chamber
the Throue, that the concluding senten-|and in one instance at any rate, the defeat
ces should commend to the wisdom of parlia-!was due partly to the fact that one or two
ment, the measures which are referred to iu | senators who habitually supported that gov-
the speech. 1 suppose it is because there|ernment.voted against the measure. I speak
is really no measure referred to in the|of the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway
speech—that is, no measure requiring very | Bill. I have sufficient confidence in the
much discussion or controversy—that we |majority of this House to believe that chey
do not find that expression in the present | will deal with the present government very
speech ; but there is one thing which I|much as they did with the Mackenzie admi-
think I may say to His Excellency, through | nistration. T hope so, for the credit of the
his advisers here, with respect to the attitude | House, and for the interests of the country.
of the Senate: We all know that the Senate | Of course, it cannot be expected that this
is occasinnally maligned, and when thg ques- House will treat a Cunservative govern-
tion of abolishing or reforming the Senate ! ment and a Liberal government in the same
has been considered, one of the reasons!way. A man naturally leans towards his
given why either total abolition or a radical | own friends, and this House has agreed to
change was necessary, was that if a Liberal measures coming from the Conservative gov-
government came into power they would | ernment which it never would have accepted
be completely thwarted and their hands tied . from a Liberal government ; but I believe
by the opposition in the Senate. It bas|that His Excellency can be assured that good
been assumed that the majority in the!measures, coming from the government,

Senate would defeat measures coming up
from the other chamber, simply because

;will be passed by this House ; and T think I
can assure this House that the government

they were measures proposed by a Liberal | will introduce none but good measures, so
Government. Now I think, hon. gentle- | there is not likely to be any conflict between
men, that on behalf of my colleagues in the ' the government and this House. I may
Senate I can assure the governufent that | call the attention of hon. gentlemen to the
their fears, if they share such fears, are | fact that the language of this address is
unfounded. In the first place, the members | different from what we have usually adopted
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in the past.

the address a,
4 paragraph
Ing with eacl

The old practice was to make
techo of the speech, to have
In the address correspond-
Im ) paragraph in the speech.
not il?l,a(;:‘} hto such hon. gentlemen as have
that thie t emselves familiar with the facts,
of e 5 Practice of having a short address
T One parag =
rial ian N
Aduﬁi‘i‘hta‘mgnb In 1890, by the Conservative
L IStration and in the House of Lords
ord (;.»ranv ?
of ¢ C .
as ith\i OpP.OSlblOn, said he approved of it,
s theas quite as respectful tn Her Majesty
Previous practice and much more

businessjj
Siness-like. [ hav
the addregs, ° the oo to move

H ‘ hrel
on. M, BI*J(/HARD~Depuis dix-huit

ans la voix '
ehtelz((lh-;o(ﬁ, d’aucun sén‘ateur ne s’est fait
ser Tadg ti‘ols Sett'e enceinte, pour y propo-
. de%mn]ﬂ e I'adresse en réponse aa dis-
lité dur, "OJ mce\lence,.sous la responsabi-
Amsic?ed vernement libéral.
et par ooty 0111:» ;tre un §pec§aclf; tout nouveau
POUT un cerpn ne plein d'intérét, du moins
sieurs (o s non:ibre des honorables mes-
Vol cethe pont et ans cette Chambre, de
cux dec mﬂelremphe en ce moment, par
sénatoriale ﬁin Ores de la_petite phalange
Mais o n’oqubh partie de Parmée libérale.
€ pas sans doute, que pendant
" les’ le pouvoir a été cons-
AU mois de' lPaf le parti conservateur.
neuf anndng a, 10vembre ’prochal_n, vingt-
miére ragnion 1umnt passé, depuis la pre-
tion, et penda( ;1 parlement de la Confédéra-
le parti conserr\lv tcette lougl‘xe.suite d’'années
publiques 3 l’ex: eltl}' aadministré les affaires
e cing anndn eption de la courte période
Vautomne 187y qui se sont écoulées depuis
urant laquelle Jusqu'a celui de 1878, et
ment libéra] dem{:uS ooy fouvorne-
cet honnege hou I(:u Alexander 1'\Iacken‘zie,
Memoire duquel g '® c¢ grand citoyen 4 I
dre hommaun 4.0° ™e fais un devoir de ren-
. pa?tt?ge dans cette occasion.
pendant o C]‘())fl‘lse;va.teul"a exercé le pouvoir
longtemps la, dirgotion’ g "ot PoPGARY si
ROA St dectlon des affaires publiques
Service eivil 1oy, ans toutes les branches du
tion prés, que d: i;:ncon?[.e, 4 peu d'excep-
tures, et quo méme. daszrcwans, de ses créa-
ne trouve plus quun fO::tte phambre, on
Sénatenrs appant : petit nombre de
ASsure’mgst l elf\anb ala croyance libérale.
est loin de copy eponctee 1o

graph was introduced in the Impe- -

ilie who then acted as the leader

ctive des partis
espondre dans cette Chambre

1

-4 ce qu'elle est dans l'autre branche du parle-
'ment et dans le pays a heure actuelle. Je
i suis un homme de parti, je crois que partout
ot le systéme de gouvernement repreésen-
I tatif est en vigueur l'existence de partis
' politiques est essentielle au bon fonctionne-
‘ment de la machine gouvernementale. Toute-
fois, J'admets sans peine qu’il n’est pas de
nécessité absolue, que le parti au pouvoir
compte constamment une majorité de parti-
sans dans une Chambre comme le Sénat ou
la vivacité du jeune age, le feu de la passion
| politique sont plus qu'a demi éteints sous les
I glaces de I'Age mr et ou, par conséquent,

IVesprit de parti ne saurait prédominer au
i point 'y faire oublier le sentiment du juste
ret d’y entraver le progrés des affaires parle-
I mentaires. Mais je suis persuadé que I'im-
| portance et le prestige du Sénat grandiraient
| dans l'opinion publique si la force respective
!des partis pouvait y étre maintenue dans
| des proportions mieux équilibrées qu'aujour-
I d’hui.

© Je suis un homme de parti, cependant, je
I concois que ma tiche dans la présente occa-
ision ne consiste pas précisément a prodiguer
{'encens outre mesure au gouvernement qui
rarrive, ni & fulminer 'anathém~ contre celui
lqui fen va. Je le répite, je suis un homme
'de parti, mais je ne suis pas disposé a subir
‘Tempire de Vesprit de parti au point d’ou-
"blier volontairement tout sentiment de jus-
[tice et de méconnaitre que si d’'une part le
iparti conservateur a commis de grandes
| fautes, il a d’autre part accompli de grandes
{ choses.

Au reste, le peuple I'a reconnu en renou-
velant & différentes reprises et pendant bien
longtemps lexpression de sa confiance dans
les chefs de ce grand parti. Un pocte a dit
en parlant du peuple :

Je sais quel est le peuple, onle change en un jour.
11 prodigue aisément sa haine ou son amour.

Cependant, il a fallu beaucoup plus d’un jour
pour changer le peuple du Canada, mais
apres une tres longue suite de jours il est
(enfin venu un moment ou le peuple semble
{avoir acquis la conviction qu’il est contraire
& ses intéréts que le méme parti politique
détienne le pouvoir pendant un temps illi-
‘mité; et le 23 juin dernier Sa Majesté le
peuple, a rendu un décret qui a di rappeler
ta bien des gens qu’il est toujours bhon
de compter un peu avec linstabilité des
choses humaines, Le 23 juin le peuple qui
avait pendant si longtemps accordé sa con-
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fiance au parti conservateur a changé son
allégeance et a contié le soin de ses destindes .

aux mains du parti libéral qui s’était pré-
senté devant I'électorat avec un programme
bien défini et ¢tait guidé par un homme
entouré d'un prestige immense et dont le
nom est déja devenu illustre non seulement
en Canada mais encore de 1'autre coté de la
fronticre, dans toute I’Amérique du Nord et
méme au dela de l'océan. Certes, j'ai hor-
reur de la flatterie et Dien me garde de pro-
noncer une seule parole qui pourrait e
faire paraitre ici dans lattitude du courti-

san, mais je crois sincérement ne commettre

aucune exagération en exprimant lepinion
qu’avant longtemps le premier ministre ac-
tuel I'honorable Wilfrid Laurier sera regardé
comme le Gladstone du Canada.

Dans la formation de son cabinet il a été
particuliérement heureux. Tous
légues, personne n’en doute, sont des hommes
de mérite,

particulitre parce que, ayant été premiers
ministres dans leurs provinces respectives, ils
ont donné des preuves de leur aptitude a
gouverner et de lenr habileté dans Fadminis- |
tration de la chose publique.

Faisant allusion au plus illustre d'entre
eux, je crois ¢tre linterpréte du sentiment
général de cette Chambre en disant que tous
ses membures ont vu avec bonheur 'entrée au
Sénat de I'honorable ministre de la Justice
(VHon. Sir O. Mowat) dont la présence ici
est une si précieuse acquisition pour cette
Chambre. Ce noble vétéran politique, apris
avoir gouverné sa province comme premier
ministre pendant vingt-deux ans, a cru appa-

remment qu’il ne pouvait mieux terminer sa

glorieuse carriére qu'en compagnie des hono-
rables membres de cette Chawmbre.
J'ajoute sans hésitation, que tous ses col-

legues dans le Sénat ont vo avee plaisiv

I'honorable secrétaire d Etat (I'Hon. R. W,
Scott) reprendre dans le gouverneuent actuel
la position qu'il avait occupee dans celui de

M. Mackenzie. Cette haute distinction était |

assurément bien due aux longs et imminents ;
services quil a rendus comme chef du p.n‘n
libéral dans cette Chambuve.

La composition du cabinet inspire tant de .
conﬁance dans certains quartiers, que dv]a
T'on s’est plu a I'appeler le ¢ grand ministere.”
J'ose espérer que ce ne sera pas vainement ni
prématurément quon l'aura ainsi nommé.
Cependant, il ne faut pas oublier que du

grand ministére le peuple attend de «randes

ses col--

mais il est un certain nombre .
d’'entr’eux qui inspirent une confiance toute

choses et que ce titre ne saurait lui étre com-
servé qua la condition de donner grande
satxstactlon a l'attente publique.
i Il n’y a rien dans le discours d’ouverture
qui indique que le gouvernement soit prét
durant la présente session a faire connaitre
la conduite générale qu’il entend donner aux
affaires. Le parlement a été convoqué simple-
ment pour voter les subsides qui n'ont pu
“étre votdés pendant la derniere session.
. Cependant, le gouvernement signale a 'atten-
(tion publique deux mesures dont il doit
s'occuper immédiatement d’'une facon parti-
culiere. Il annonce qu'il devra s'occuper
pendant la vacance d'une ¢tude sérieuse de
‘la maniére dont opire le tarif actuel et que
(it la prochaine session il sera en mesure de
,soumettre au parlement les changemen’s qu’il
,eroira ¢tre requis par les besoins actuels de
la population. Personne ne saurait prévoir
(aujourd’hui quels pourront étre ces change-
ments, mais comme tout annonce, de réfor-
me da.ns le tarif, tend & créer de l’lmlmebude,
|le gouvernement prend la précaution de ras-
surer ceux qui pourraient s alarmer, en décla-
,rant que les changements ui pourraient étre
falts au tarif ne nuiront a aucun intérét,

I1 0’y a pas de doute, au reste, quavec les
obligations qui pesent actuellement sur le
,pays, et auguel le gouvernement sera tenu
. de faire face, il (ui faudra pendant bien des
aunées encore, prélever un fort revenu an-

,  nuel, et que Ja réalisation d'un pareil revenu

i nécessitera le maintien d'un tarif assez élevé,
Le gouvernement, il est vrai, déclare que
,<on but est d'alléger le fardeau (ui pese sur
la population. On pourrait peut-étre con-
Jjecturer de la, que son intention est de di-
minuer le poids des taxes qui pésent sur les
i produits de consommation quotidienne et qui
-servent a lalimentation du travailleur, qu'il
soit pécheur, artisan, ou cultivateur. Mais
ju ne peux pas et je ne dois pas entrer dans
le développement d'un projet de réforme qui
. n'est, pas encore élaboré et qui par conséquent
/n'est pas formellement soumis au parlement.

Une nouvelle qui a dii étre accueillie avec
un bien grand plaisiv par tout le pays, cest
_celle qui annonce la confiance exprimée par
le gouvernement que d'ici a la prochaine
session, l'importante question des écoles du
Manitoba sera réglée d'une manicre satisfai-
‘sdnte. Assurément, aucune information ne
| pouvait causer une plus vive satisfaction a
{la population d'un bout du pays a l'autre,
parce gque tout le monde, tous les vrais anis
leur pays désirent ardeminent le réglement
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Wil ne laissera exister aucune
pareille question

A1t au monde qu'en Ca- |

caractere de libéralité, |

satisfaisante, i} aura -

|

| convaineu tout le monde que désormais dans
| Poust comme dans l'est, le pere de famille
peut, sous la protection de la loi, procurer a
ses enfants une éducation en rapport avec
les dictées de sa conscience, on aura fait dis-
paraitre un obstacle sérieux qui s'élevait sur
la voie de Pimmigration. Cependant, le gou-
_vernement en soccupant de la cause de 'im-
migration, devra aussi prendre en sa sérieuse
considération celle del'émigration. Un deses
_plus impérieux devoirs sera de rechercher les
moyens de faire disparaitre le fléau de I'émi-
gration de nos compatriotes vers la répu-
blique voisine ; c'est la le cancer qui ronge
les forces vitales de notre pays. Comne
dans mon humble opinion la classe agricole
est celle qni fournit Pélément le plus abon-
dant a ce mal qui décime notre population,
le gouvernement devra s’occuper des moyens
de rétablir la prospérité de cette classe la
plus importante dans notre pays. Dans un
pays essentiellement agricole comme le
Canada la prospérité générale dépend de la
prospérité de Uagriculturs. Quand les inté-
véts des cultivateurs sont dans un état de
langueur et de nalaise, cette langueur et ce
. malaise ont bientot atteint les intéréts des
autres classes de notre population.  Ainsi la
prospérité agricole est donc la base prinei-
pale de toute prospérité au Canada. Clest
1l une question d’une importance majeure et
qui requiert une attention particuliere de la
part du gouvernement.

Permettez-moi, honorables messieurs, de
vous citer en terminant quelques mots de
Lamartine qui dans un moment de sublime
 éloquence parlait un jour de la grande im-
portance de lagriculture. ¢ L’agriculteur,
dit-il, occupe une place immense dans la
civilisation. Tl n’en est pas le sonmet sans
doute, mais il en est la base. Qui oserait
i dire laquelle des deux places est la premiére.”
Puis un peu plus loin, il continue : * La
devise, le symbole d’un grand peuple, ce
nest pas une machine industrielle, un chif-
fon détoffe ou une picce d’or, le symbole
dun grand peuple c'est une terre féconde,
“mére d'une population nombreuse, une épée
pour la défendre, une charrue pour la labou-
rer.” Je seconde avec plaisir la motion de
: ’honorable sénateur de Halifax.

| Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—Tt
 has been usual in the past to congratulate the
' young members of the House of Commons,
‘and also of the Senate, for the able manner
| with which they present the case on behalf
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of the government, in moving and seconding
the address in reply to the speech trom the
Throne. Whether the two hon. gentlemen,
the one who has moved, and the one who has
seconded the address, can come witliin that
category I am somewhat at a loss to know.
The mover is my senior by a great many
years in this House. I had the honour of
entering Parlianment .the same year as the
seconder did, and consequently we may

be classed about in the same category as’

to age and parliamentary experience. I
frankly confess that I listened to the voice
of my ‘old House of Commons colleague with
a very great deal of pleasure, althou«rh we

have dutmg the whole period that we have’

been in the political tield of Canada been

upon opposite sides—at least  nearly
always. I think, however, I may say,
and say with very great truth, that.

upon one occasion at least, his whole mind
and his better judgment led him to believe
that the late government, of which I had
the honour of being the he:d, was pursuing

the correct course, but party exigencies over-:
balanced his b=tter judgment and led him to

cast a vote which, 1
regretted ever since. These are only my
inferences, and possibly they may be ill-
founded.
occasions of this kind to say what we think.
Before referring tothe speech fromthe Throne
I desire, Mr. Speaker—and I take this oppor-
tunity of doing it—to congratulate you upon
having been seleted by your party to occupy :
the Chair and on the honourable position
which vou now fill; although, when your
name was first mentioned, I was somev hat
inclined to think that a departure from the
old practice of alternate English and French
Speakers should not be departed from, upon !
reflection T have cometoanaltogetherditferent
conclusion. T have come to this conclusion
and T believe it to be the safest principle
upon which toact, that the party in power, in
making its selection for the important posi--
tion of Speakerof either House of Parliament,
should look to the qualification of the person
who is to occupy that elevated position rather
than to his race or creed. T hope the time s’
fast approaching in Canada when we shall
neverheart! equestion raised of a man’s birth,
or the creed that he professes., We live in a
country and under a constitution in which
every man has a right to act as his judg-
ment dictates, or as his education leads him, |
uponmatters of thisvery importantcharacter.

am quite sure, he has®

However, it is just as well on:

, ‘appointments to the Nenate may
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I have lived long enough to come to the
conclusion, that if a man believes in one
particular principle, or one particular creed
and thinks 1t 1s the best, it is not for ne to
interfere with his conscience, nor do I think
‘any one else should interiere with his con-
science, or with the cours: which he may
think proper to pursue, so long as he does
not attempt to interfere with othevs. I have
lived long enough in Canada, 1 have heen
long enough connected with party politics
to know that that is not always the case in
this country, but I hope that the time will
never come againwhen we shallhave placards
sent about the country to vote for < Morrison
and the Pope” or for **Mowat and the

-Bible.”  Such were the issues we had when
'T was a much younger man than I am to-

day. Those days have passed away, much
as we may accuse each other at the present
moment of introducing racial and creed ques-
tions in the discussions which have taken
place in the elections which have just passed.
I say that where that has been done, it were
much better that it should be left undone,
jand that we should adopt a policy in
the appointment to offices, and in the
administration of the affairs of the country,
iirrespective of a man’s race or a man’s rve-
ligion. We live in a country where we can,
tunder the British Crown, enjov all the
rights and privileges of a British sub-
iject, and 1 hope that that may continue
ifor a long time. I must apolrgize to
the hon. seconder of the motion for my
‘limited knowledge of his mother tongue.
T understood him to say that he comph-
mented the House on the accession to it of
\m present leader, who occupies the high
“and important p(mtlon of Minister of Jus-
tice. T am fully in accord with him in that
'sentiment, and I hope that all the future
be of
equally unexceptional character. Tf so, we
tshall have very little to complain of on ‘this
side of the House, among those who differ
“from him on po itical questions. I could
not help having brought to my mind, when
listening to the hon. gentleman from Hali-
fax, the old story that T once read of a gen-
tleman who Liaving made a very good speech
and being comp!emented by a friend said :
‘“ Ah, you heard me make that speech ; well,
T wish you had heard me make the one on
the otherside.” Tt struck me, if he had only
been on this side of the Hoube and the Con-
‘381\3t1\9 government had presented an ad-
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dress : S

w}f;: of the kind we are now considering,
N }(]m eloquent oratorical display we should
ave heard in condemnation. All his latent

talent would have belched forth like the
eruptions of a voleano.

Hon. My, POWER—T did not volcane.

wi‘;f?e Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—No,
sy, T llo‘t I a position to volcane, as you
e ou, in f'?wt, represent an extinct vol-

» With all its Java expended. You have

now t, ) iini

1. ) d() \Vllilb Otvhel'S do under imilar

cncumstances s dl’
’

dou find them |,
ff‘om that, T ain
sides of the H
political views
the sentimentg
the functions of
flte.l\' not to he f.
m‘ 1ts treatment

he ho :
e, on, gentleman might have referred to
VO or three oce

assertedits g, asg)ns in which the Senate
ernment, of ¢}, Peln ence, not against the gov-
cenzic alone . kf ate Hon. Alexande}r Mac-

ouse, with, %t‘“t"upon‘ several occasions the
rejected ip O:t g‘eat_Conservatl\'e majority,
from the H(}))uselar;‘t bills that were sent up
Macdonald of Commons, when Sir John

the country,

_Ra,ilway Bill in
Interest -

ecoming irvitable.
sure the gentlemen on buth
ouse, no matter what their

the Senate ; that the Sen-

YO\{ have the Short Line
which he took a very deep

5 You have : AR,
MY memory also the consolidation. if

onfe; i
niederation, The Nenate very properly

Sa‘ (I3

Sin:p\y)a(,)ét;eh:ve sent us a mass of bills to

our disposa}l) f“’lthouﬁ having any time at

conseqy, or their consideration,” and
quently the Senate, lead then by a

onservative, T ghi Sir
Camphel), r’ejecteltlilk very om0 thoes

l period of thé session which
ollowed, to re-introduce the

cient  time tfl:)e.m to the Senate in suffi-’
There are othe:' iproper consideration.

Nenate has nstances in which the

am quite “:I'S*:e::::t i_ts independence, and 1
> S v it e o
thoug.h, as my ho S composition to-day,

n. friend says, largely 1n
s of the present gov-
& course which. upon any occasion, take
actions o obn;mht be considered either
) ’ structive,
come before ys of
character,

If they
that we think thez' :

Questions ma

a  very objectionable
re of such a character
re not in the interests

aw your teeth a little when -
Apart

may be, will agree with!
he uttered in reference to:

actious in its opposition, or .
of government measures. |

Was leading the government of

Serves me, of the Statutes after’

every one of those:
led the House of Com-"

1

iof the country, this House will no doubt
reject thein in the interests of the country
and in accordance with their own conscience.
I do not know that I shculd say anything
"about the inconvenient season for the meet-
.ing of parliament. The reasons given by
. the hon. mover of the address in reference
' to the season at which parliament has been
called are, T think, unanswerable. [ donot
'know that, under the circumstances, they
could have called Parliament together at an
-earlier period. I have had some little ex-
perience of a new government coming into
power, and the difliculties that present
themselves in preparing to lay before the
ccountry all the wmeasures with which they
may have to deal, but I must be excused

i
t

if 1 take exception to his argument
with reference to the issuing of the
jovernor ‘(eneral's warrants. The hon.

gentleman says, and says very truly, that the
“late government had, upon very many occa-
'sions, asked for the Governor General’s
y warrant to the extent of millions, but in
I'making that declaration he gave not asingle
instance in which these Governor General’s
‘warrants were asked for and issued and the
money obtained, that was illegal or contrary
to the law. That is the whole point. It
may be a question of policy as to the expen-
diture of money, but it is a question of law
as to whether a Governor General’s warrant
should Dbe issued under peculiar circum-
stances. My hon. friend says he is not much
of alawyer. Tam not a lawyerat all. 1 must
take my law, as T have done in the past,
from a Minister of Justice. I would like to
hear the opinion of the present Minister of
Justice on this question of the issuing of
Governor General’'s warrants, and if I can
read common, plain English, T cannot come-
to any other conclusion than that the issue
‘of a Governor General’s warrant, even to
pay the civil service or any other debt,
is directly and diametrically opposed to the
i provisions of the law which he has quoted.
T will read it, not for the information cer-
/tainly of the Minister of Justice, but in
order that T may show the basis upon which
. I come to that conclusion. In the Consoli-
dated Revenue and Audit Act, subsection
'(b) of sec. 32, we have the following :

t

i If, when parhament is not in session, any acci-
! dent happens to any public work or building which
‘requires an immediate outlay for the repair there-

of, or any other occasion arises when any expen-
“diture not foreseen or provided for by parliament
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is urgently and immediately required for the public
good, then, upon the report of the Minister of .
Finance and Receiver General that there is no:
parlianentary provision, and of the Minister hav-
ing charge of the service in question that the ne-
cessity 1s urgent. the Governor in Council may
ovder a special warrant to he prepared, to be
signed by the Governor teneral, for the issue of
the amount estimated to he required, which shall
be placed by the Minister of Finance and Receiver
General to a special account, against which cheques
may issue from time to time in the usual form as
they are required.

Now, that is the only authority, as f.r as
I know, upon which Governor General’si
warrants are issued. Was this a case;
designated in this subsection of the Act,
from which I have read ? Was there
anything unforeseen in connection with
the payment of the civil servants? Did.
not the parliament of Can.da know-——does
not everybody in the country know th:t the |
services of the country had to be carried on
—that the money should be provided for the
payment of the civil servants in ditferent
parts of the whole country ; and was it not
known also that under certain contracts
that had been let and works that were in-
progress, the money wouid be required to
meet that service ! Does any one doubt that
-position ? If so, then he must have a strange
mode of arriving at conclusions. The par-:
liament of Canada was in session prior to’
the 30th of June, the termination of the,
fiscal year. At that period every one knew |
that the appropriations would lapse unless |
they were carried forward in certain cases:
for public works, under the Audit Act, for
a certain length of time. They knew when.
they refused to pass those estimates that
pariiament could not, by any possibility, "
meet to provide the estimates to carry on,
the ordinary atiairs of this country, and the
issue of the warrants under such circum-.
stances I hesitate not to think, though not|
a lawyer, is absolutely illegal, and 1 would
sugg st, if the hon. gentlemen would take
any advice from me, that they should intro- |
duce a bill t» indemnify them for what they :
have done. T do not mean to say that the
money should not have heen provided for
the carrying on of the services of the country,
and more particularly under the circum-
stances ; on the contrary, some means should
have been devised, but the course pursued
by the government of the day in asking the
Governor General to sign a warrant which
did not come within the meaning of thelaw,
and which was contended by some good

[SENATE)

lawyers and by laymen who can read the
English language, was directly and diame-
trically opposed to the law. The hon. gen-
tleman referred to the action of the govern-
ment--not the last government, but the
government which preceded it, because the
la-t session of parliament was held before
the new government was formed—and he
read from Todd to prove that the opposition
had acted strictly in accordance with con-

.stitutional and parliamentary practice ; at

least, so I understood his argument.

Hon. Mr. POWER—T said that the con-
stitutional practice was not to grant the
supplies for vhe vear. I did not deal with
the conduct of the opposition, because I am
not aware that the government at that time
ever asked for supplies.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—I
am ratlier surprised to hear my hon. triend
make that statement. We all know that he
watches with peculiar interest every act of
his opponents, and his remark. that he is
not aware that the government of that day
asked parliament to provide for. the very
contingency which the present government
have had to meet hy a violation of the law,
is a matter of surprise to me. The Hon.
Mr. Foster, the late Minister of Finance,
not only made the pr position to the lcacder
of the opposition, personally pointing out to
him the ditticulty which would arise if a
partial appropriation was not voted by par-
liament, but he asked the opposition on the
floor of the House of Commons, to vote a
sufficient supply in order to carey on the
business of this country until the elections
could take place and parliament meet to
provide the balance. Now, that is precisely
what Todd says should be done in his mem-
orandum upon’this question. He is so clear
and distinet that one cannot misunderstand
the language. The government of that day
consulted the constitutional autherities as to
what their duty was, and the Finance Min-
ister made the proposition to which T have
referred to the leader of the then opposition
of the House of Commons, and appealed

~over and over again to that House to cease
_their obstructive conduct in order that the

estimates, or a portion of the estimates,
might be passed by the Commons and by the
Senate to enable them to carry on the affairs
of the country. We all know what the con-
duct of the opposition was during that
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period. We k .
week beforeethgor::;lful ther that for nearly a

the gover rliament was terminated,
the {xsneas;lme{)t‘()f the day ceased to push
legislatio re, before the Housg, of reme'dlal
suppl t“» n order to o.bta,m a sufficient
try ‘:.u{ tii) t‘ia‘"y on the business of the coun-
mont he elect.lons were over and parlia-
HeDt met to provide for the balance of the
year,

HOII. Sir

OLIVER MO -
shall T find ¢ ER MOWAT—Where

hose proceedings 1

gJon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—
ou will find them in Hansard.

' Iii)on. Sir OLIVER MOWAT-—I thought
perhaps you could give me a reference.

calit;r;. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—T
cono nbovy glve you a reference ; but this I
men{ yI, kemg then'at the head of the govern-
oont, Mnow the lnstructions to the minis-
o ¥ hon. friend to my right (Mr.
erguson) sent this note to the Hon
“oster in the House of Commons: Did
z}(:: tlina.ke a proposition to Mr. Laurier on
¢ 1901' of the Commons last session that
upplies for a limited period should be

voted, or was such pro ositio - )
‘s‘og(z:&y” to Mr.. La.urli)erg” HIils: I:sgzefe;s'i
o b, LaTl}at is, he made the proposition |
tho oy Olgrlte}:-e pflr(s)ona]ly], and made it on |
louse also, and 1
glll;t;r;ft krecollectlon of the circums}tlsgrlie:']
e © :0 r{‘)iace,. I'{ecau:se it was an important
npe . i e ditficulties arising out of want
Cwntf{) 1(: to carry on the affairs of the |
° numly)ea (;r _the 1st of July, was discussed ‘
ar deci(!]‘e(()l ttnnes by the council, and when |
eeeic (}) drop for sowe days the|
1a?ti0n on woar; ;(;St(l]uestlon of remedial legis-
, 1€ ver

the HpusF of Commons );c? ;;‘S:iigf
supplies in order to be enabled t

the affairs of the govern °
they positively refusbed to
ment was actin
the authorit
is, that ;—

carry on |
nment, and which
to do. The govern-
N precisely in accord with
¥y cited by my hon, friend, which

When parliament is about
& ministerial crisis, it is obvio
apon the House of (*
amount or gl

tnlbq dissolved upon
usly 1mproper to ca
o <4)r.mn(ms to \*)ute eI;tl)Ier the fu}}
and so ol £ 1;.- etails of the proposed estimates,
of minicon ~ht 1€ country to the financial policy
o geuer'sl“l ose fate i5 about to be determined
ui)on o al election.  The duty of finally deciding
ese estimates should e reserved for the

new House of Commons. Meauwhile the supply

of credit should be restricted to such an amount
as may be absolutely required for the public ser-
vice until the re-assembling of parliament, and the
votes on account should not be regarded as in any
degree pledging the House to an approval of the
entire estimates. .

Now that 1s precisely what the late gov-
ernment asked the opposition to do, and
what they absolutely refused to do. My
hon. friend forgot to read a precedent even
for granting the whole of the supplies.
Todd says, in the second volume, dealing
with the same question, at page 504 : —

By necessary business is to be understood such
measures as are imperatively required for the public
service or as may be proceeded upon by common

| consent, it is inconsistent with all usage and with
i the spirit of the constitution that a government

should be enabled to select the measures which it
thinks proper to submit to the consideration of a
condemned parliament, or to exercise its own dis-
cretion or for party purposes as to what measures
it will bring forward or what it will withhold.
Upon the same principle it is customary when
parliament is about to be dissolved whether upon
the occurrence of a ministerial crisis, or for any
other reason to restrict the grant of supplies to
an amount sufficient to defray the indispensable
requirements of the public service until the new
parlianient can be assembled.

Hon. Mr. POWER—Until the new par-
liament can be assembled ?

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—
Yes. That is what we asked and what vou
refused, and yet you hold us responsible for
not having a supply to carry on the affairs
of the country after parliament died of
a natural death. Under ‘ordinary circum-
stances, parliament might have been kept in
session for two or three months in order to
obtain supplies, but the opposition of the
day knew that the existence of the parliament

gis- | ceased upon a certain day in April, and they
enab]mg | knew also that if they could, by any mode
necessary | of obstruction, by any factious opposition

known to those who desired to prevent the
business of the country being carried on,
prolong the session to that date, that they
could prevent not only the passage of any
measure which the government might desire
to place upon the statute-books, but also
prevent them from obtaining one single cent
to enable them to carry on the affairs of the
country. If any party is responsible for the
necessity which presents itself to the govern-
ment to violate the law and ask the Governor
General to do that which, under ordinary
circumstances, should not have been done
(and even under these circumstances it is
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(questionable whether it should he done) the

blame or responsibility, whatever it may be,
rests upon the shoulders of the opposition in
parliament at that time and not upon the
government of that day. Todd says fur-
ther :-

In 1868 however this wholesome constitutional
rule was departed from by common consent for
reasons of public convenience and the supplies were
voted for the whole fiscal year ending 31st March,
1869, although a dissolution of parliament was
agreed upon early in June.  The prorogation took
])Lue on 31st July, the dissolution in November,
and the new parliament wet on 10th ])uunhu’
1868,

Now, even if the whole of the estimates
which were laid before parliament had been

granted, under the peculiar circumstancesin’

which the government of the day and par-
lHament at that time existed, no great wrong
would have arisen therefrom, for this reason ;
if my recollection serves me right—I am
sorry T have not the estimates here at pre-
sent—there were no extraordinary sums
asked for in connection with any particular
work, or the business of the country, other
than what was going on under contract.
That is my recollection at the present
moment, but even when that was refused,
then the second proposition was 1iade to
which I have referred, and which Todd lays
down as the constitutional course to pursue,

to ask for a sufficient sum in order to pay

the servants of the government and to con-
tinue the work which was then under con-
tract. So much for that question of the |
Governor General’s warrants. I should not
only beinterested, but I am sure this House |
will be interested, and will listen with a very
great deal of attention to the views of the'
hon. gentleman who now leads the Senate of -
Canada. We all know that heis an eminent
lawyer, that the position he has held at the
bar, and as Attorney General in the pro-
vince of Ontario, for nenrly a quarter of a
century entitles his opinion to respect upon
questions of this kind and all others, and I
shall listen with a very great deal of interest
to ascertain how the genius of an eminent
lawyer can get around the provisions of a

statute so plain as this, at least to my mind.
friend also refers to the school.

My hon.
question. That is a subject that I think it
might be as well not to say much about par-
ticularly from his standpoint.

Hon. Mr. POWER—IT did not say much
about it.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—I
would have no hesitation in entering into a
discussion of that question did I deem iv at
all advisable at the present moment, but
when the hon. gentleman says, as his party
continually says, that the late government,
. who had that question under consideration

for some six years, never approached in a
friendly way the Manitoba government
in order to deal with the question in the
interests of the minority, he states what the
records show to be incorrect. Take every
i document issued from the Justice Depart-
ment during that period— every single des-
‘patch and letter that was written to the
Manitoba government was couched in the
most friendly language, and in language
to which no one, having the interests of his
country at heart, could object. But, they
'say, after the last judgment of the Privy
* Council, the late government issued a mand-
“atory order dictating to the Manitoba gov-
ernment what they should do, and which
,they termed coercion. Even in connection
with that, they were approached in the
most friendly manner, and if the opinion of
tlawyers be of any use to us, or should be a
- guide to laymen, we had no other course to
‘pursue in order to bring the question within
the purview of the Dominion Parliament.
I am glad to notice that even the leader of
'the present government, now Premier,
| has made the statement in different parts
of the country that it is within the power
| 0° this parliament to deal with this ques-
ltion, provided the Manitoba government
does not come to the rescue and con-
‘cede the rights to the minority. And
'he has also stated this, that if they will
'not do it, he will take the initiative in the
' House of Commons, and compel them to do
'it, or in other words coerce them. I deny
the correctness of the use of that word
"¢ coercion.” No coercion was ever attempted
"on the part of the government towards the
people of Manitoba. It is not coercion to
say to a man who has taken rights from you,
1as an individual or as a community, that he
imust restore them. I can understand the
word “coercion” as meaning something ex-
ceedingly offensive, and as applied in the
manner it has been applied in connection
. with the school question it is doubly offen-
isive, because it is not true. Sir, I notice
ithe hon. Secretary of State, I think in a
, speech made not long ago, told the pecple in
\ this good eity of Ottaw a, that the better way
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to settle this question would be to let the
thing alone f

4 or three years, and it would
cure itself. _We have heard him over and
Over again in this chamber, from the seat
E’i;:pl“?d by my hon. friend to my right
ment \‘?rtguson) declare that the late govern-
in it s recreant in its duty, and cowardly
b actions: why? hecause they did not
disallow the Act in the first place.

Hon. Mr, SCOTT—Hear, hear.

Al‘iqn. Sir MACKENZIE BOW

anr(\i ltlll the next breath we heard his leader,
" others by whom he is surrounded, de-
lare that there should be no interference,
good, bad or indiflerent, wit.
governments, whetl,

g?ns‘tlltution or not. They can take which-
-ever horn of the dilemm

Present moment, and
able to judge of the
the terms of the prese
am not in g

ELL--

the country will be
results. Now, what
e nt settlement are, I
! osition to say. I promise hi
ghlséélo.wever, that if any D;nea.surieo E:?J;;Eﬁ.
m“e‘; e if dSuch be necessary, or any arrange-
Whichl:?lle bgt.ween the two governments
and. b satisfy the people of that province
€ minority whose rights 1 always

every membe
who differs fr
actuate and
What we de
moved o n
\Vh:n thf(l:;m the arena of federal politics.

\ accuse the old government of hav-
ng kept that question before the

special purposes, t; i

records wi]Il) not, esfgb?il:lsl O e the
ligion have been int ;
1t lies more at the
at the last election
creed than with
never was a question wit}
whom T acted, wheth
Roman Catholics o

this ground in the government, of
had the honour of being the head fo
time, and the government of x;vhich
member under other heads,

rights were guaranted b
> th
all, whatever 2 or er

guide the present government.

door of those who gained
by that appeal to race and
the old government. It

er the majority were
Protestants.

which I

I was a
that certain

their race or creed might b
P : ©
and that thege rights should be respegcted at

all hazards, T am still ini
v . of that ’
whether the complaint come from &I::ngf(’)_

h the provincial :
er they act within the’

a they please at the

still think, were invaded they '

Y most hearty support, and 1.
say that that I can speak for |

r on bath sides of the House, |
om the yeneral principles which

sire is to have that question re- !

people for-

) If race and re-:
roduced into this question :

1 me, or those with |
I took!

r a short

onstitution to |

[ testants of Lower Canada or the French
(half-breeds of the North-west is a ma- ter of
i perfect indifference to me—it is simply a
[ question of the constitution and the main-
| tenance of peace and harmony throughout
i the country. I observe that the commission,
"of which my hon. friend opposite was to have
been the head, has not yet been appointed
to accomplish a settlement of the question.
 We know how successful he has been in the
‘province of Ontario. We know the agita-
. tions which have taken place and the stand
{ which he has taken upon the question of
I separate schools and the education of the
i people of Ontario. My hon. friend will give
.me the credit of having, since I first entered
parliament, been outspoken in the declara-
_tion of my views, whether they differ from
those of my leader or not. I never approved
i cf the policy pursued by some of the Conser-
vative party in Ontario upon this question,
.nor was Sir William Mereaith, now Chief
'Justice, a party to that movement. I
dov not approve of it to-day. Thereis, to my
mind, but one safe course tv pursue by any
,man who attempts to govern, or assists in
governing this country, and that is to take
-the constitution as it stands and adhere tc
itas rigidly as possible, maintaining therights
of all classes of the people, and more parti-
cularly all minorities. 1T ask, are you going
to accomplish this great feat of settling the
 vexed question of the Manitoba schools by an

{interview with the Attorney Gieneral of Man-
. itoba, and by means of that kindly and placid
'manner in which my hon. friend can deal
with all questionsof this kind? Let me refer
my hon. friend to the speeches of Mr. Sifton,
the Attorney General of Manitoba, when he
went to enlighten the people of Haldimand
on this question. Let us take the utterances
of their organs in the North-west Territories,
- where they make the most solemn declara-
tions that no interference can take place
- with the school law. Let us take the utter
ances of some of the hon. gentleman’s col-
leagues—of Mr. Geoffrion, of Mr, Tarte and
others, who have declared that no settlement
| can possibly take place which would be ac-
. cepted by the minority, unless it places the
I schools exclusively under the control of their
| church. Those gentlemen have gone so far
as to declare that the issuing of certificates,
and government inspection, would be an in-
fringement of their rights. Are they pre-
pared to adhere to that, or are they going
to gulp down all their declarations in the
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past? Are Mr. Sifton and his colleagues tol‘cial union or continental free trade, and
do precisely the same thing in order to gain afterwards unrestricted reciprocity. Which
a party triumph for the gentlemen who suc-. of these views are we to have today? If I
ceeded in the last election? What will it | understand my hon. friend (Mr. Béchard)
prove to the people of Canada? It will: who spoke in his native tongue, he is in
prove to them, and to the whole world, that favour of free trade pure and simple. How
the opposition in the Dominion parliament | to reconcile a revenue tariff with the declar-
and the government of Manitoba were ination in this address that you are not to
collusion from the time the agitation began iinterfere with any existing interests is 8

until the present moment, in order to assist |

in defeating the Conservative party—that
they proposed then to come to some arrange-
ment. If youcan conceiveof amoreiniyuitous

understanding between parties, I should like

my hon. friend the Minister of Justice to
explain it to us. I leave that question to
him. There are scores of other points in

problem that I think even the wise head of
the Minister of Justice will find it difficult to
solve. What is it that he can possibly do,
under existing circumstances, without inter-
fering with some interest, which would mater-
ially lighten the burdens of the people? They

| have told us that raw material must be freef
'If my hon. friend will look at the tariff he

connection with this question to which I will find that almost every article that is
might refer, but to which 1 shall not at | used in the industries and manufactures of
the present moment. My hon. friend the \‘ this country that is not produced in the
mover of the address gave us a long dissert- Dominion, is free—almostevery single article
ation as to the duties of governments in the thatisnecessary to carry on successfully any
arrangement of a tariff. He quoted largely ' enterprise is on the free list now. But the
from the utterances of the late Minister of 'y present Premier asks isiron free? Certainly
Finance, Mr. Foster. With e¢very word he not. Are you going to r-move the duty from
quoted T am heartily in accord. He pointed pig iron, which is the basis of all iron indus-
out in that speech what had been the tries? Andif yoy do, will you not inter-
experience of every statesman who has 1 fere with some interest? If you take off
ever had anything to do with the forming the duty from raw material you will have to
of a tariff, or the changing of a tariff| "decide what constitutes raw material. The

or of the commercial policy of a country.
Those who have read anything of history
and studied anything of constitutional gov-
ernment, and more particularly the effect of
protection upon the trade of a country and
its development, know well that a young
country, or a poor country, adopting protec-
tion will, of necessity, as years roll around
and as the country becomes more wealthy

ore is the raw material for the man that
makes the pig iron. The pig is the raw
material for the man who produces the
puddle bar and bar iron. The bar iron is
the raw material of the man who makes
horseshoes, and the nails and the horseshoe
make the raw material of the man who puts
the shoe on the horse, so if you are going to
carry out your theory of removing the duty

and its manufacturers become stronger | from raw materials, you will take it offevery
under a protective ~ystem and able to article in the country. My hon. friend from
stand alone reduce the tariff and sometimes Marquette, who is the most ardent free
wholly remove it without detriment to ex-|trader we have, will say that every-

isting industries. Why? Because the pro-
tection which they had received in the past

‘thing is raw material.

Did it require three
months for the hon. gentleman to come to

enabled them to so manage their business as | the conclusion, after the declarations they
to be able to compete with foreign industries. | have made, that it was not necessary to

Whether Canada has arrived at that period
in hernational life,isquestionablein my mind,
and I think will also be a question in the
minds of others. The platform of the
Liberal party lays down the principle of a
revenue tariff, and the hon. member from
Halifax gave us his definition of a revenue
tariff. His leader says heis a Liberal of the
English school and a free trader pure and
simple—that he is in favour of commer-

remove the duty on pig iron ? We have
heard it announced by the hon. gentleman
who was the Finance Minister of the former
Liberal government, that the sugar interest
in this country was legalized robbery. In
fact, there is no language which could be
taken from an English dictionary that was
too strong to denounce the protected indus-
tries of the country. Does it require any
consideration on the part of the hon. gentle-
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Inen opposite to decide that sugar shall be  that is to come before the House. Is it

c!l‘xee’ n order that people may get it at a.necessary that the present government

eaper rate? [ do not know that it should have three months to consider
requires three months for that. I can'

understand hipy : whether the iniquitous three cents a pound
Pig iron k}m, if he refers to the duty on jon the products of the hog should be re-
the bar i asking himself how will this affect | moved ? We are told that it is in the inter-
manurf 1: on industry, the rolling mills, the  est of the consumer that that tax should be
in dusta'c ure of car wheels, and other iron removed, but what would be bht.a l'gsult, on
pig ir vies ; but if he begins on the bﬂ‘SIS‘Of lagricultural m(!ustrles ! How will it affect
mak on and makes that free, then let him ; the coarser grains ? Will it not be an injury

ake all the rest free and he will have a ' to that class for whom the opposition has

Slmp{e tariff, The hon. gentleman from

alifax wants the tariff simplified. I nay
%’g?lte a precedent for simplifying the tarift,
Mine:nt,bu" Richard Cartwright was Finance
e t:)So ltzr in I\'[r._l\[ackengie’s administration,
tariff - hno' Particular pains to readjust the
Hincl;s € Just took the tariff of Sir Francis
cvors) as it was, a,.nd added 2% per cent to

he i ng on the list, and had it passed by
the Parliament of Canada.

Hon. Mr. POWER—_The previous one

was i
a simple and reasonable one.

! That
cannot be said of the present tariff.
Hon. sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—TIt

;‘h"; Dot an exclusively revenue tariff at
will '513‘9, bec:fuse if the hon. gentleman
o st 1111 y t'k.)e history of the question he will
adut at Sir Alexander Galt had imposed
upony T}l‘ woollens, and particularly blankets,
that o © protective principle. ~ Under
wooll protective tariff the blankets and
estabf'[}h ma.nufacbutjes of this country were
result,mf_efi and are in existence to-day. The
wards (t):h 1t was that a very few years after-
woolls 1€ coarser qualities of biankets and

oonl ns used by the lumbermen and the
People of this country were as cheap, or

hea : .
fa,)r(: (;.per than they could be bought in Eng-

HOII. Mr.

Hear, hear. MacINNES (Burlington)—

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL—My

h\g:}. tx:xend from Burlington has had ex-
perience, and he knows that my state-
ment 1s correct, Y

ner r When I am told that the
Z‘:«ll;lfflofsagui‘t B;ran(iis I‘%incks was o simple
3 4 as, but I am speaking of the
g\;ﬁnllﬁs W?u)ch bhe.Finance MIi)re\isterDin Mer.
;‘hzfchenmes administration displayed, and
tariﬁ‘appy manner in which he solved the
wl hé)t:oblem at that time. The country
Interested in seeing the proposition

“expressed so much solicitude during the last
‘twenty years. For twenvy years they have
‘been denouncing this protective tariff as
‘iniquitous ar'd a robberv. Do they want six
months more to ascertain how to remove it ?
| I say, adopt the English system at once if
|you are honest; put the duty on articles
i that we do not produce in thie country, and
Imake the unfortunate farmers, for whom
iyou have been weeping and almost going
linto mourning, pay more for their sugars
‘and teas, and keep out the raw material
laltogether, because you cannot adopt a
]revenue tariff and raise the necessary funds
I'for carrying on the affairs of the country
|unless you tax every article which is now
Ifree under the present tariff. Give us a
‘stamp duty and give us duties upon articles
!that are now free, and you will accomplish
“the objects you have in view, but whether
Ithat will be acceptable to the country, or
! whether it will be a relief from taxation for
the very class for whom you bave been so
'solicitous for years past, is a question I
‘leave hon. gentlemen opposite to solve. My
:lhon. friend from Halifax called attention to
' the announcement made by the late Finance
i Minister in the House in 1893 that the
"tarift would be considered with a view to
| reduction hefore the next meeting of par-

liament. That is true, and that is one of
|the errors which we, as a government,
made. It did interfere with the trade

| of the country; but with the present opinion
prevailing in this country as to what the
hon. gentleman who now controls its
destinies will do, there will be a stag-
I nation in business which will prevent the
investment of money in many industries.
\Everything will be cut down, you may de-
‘pend upon it. I am speaking from exper-
iience, and T acknowledge frankly the error
i which we made in 1893 ; but when that an-
jnouncement was made by the Conservative

!Finance Minister, it was on this basis, that

whatever reduction should take place, the



principle of protection to the industries of
this country should be continued and inain-
tained. The declaration made by the hon.
gentlemen now in power is, if T understand
them, this: that they will remove every ves-
tige of protection-—at least so they have
said—but probably in the future, as in the
past, they will act upon the principle of pro-
fessing one thing in opposition and carrying
out another in power, and I am quite satis-
fied that that will, to a very great extent,
be the case. Their numerous promises and

"unpatriotic, but as tending to the material
and everlasting injury of Canada. Ave we
to stoop to any fureign power, to go upon
our knees and beg like a beggar in the street
for cuncessions, when we know that they have
been refused over and over again? Do we
‘not know that the leading statesmen of the
United States have told us, time and again,
that they will never re-enact the treaty of
118541 Yet the Premier tells us, in an
interview with some United States inter-
viewer in Chicago—the representative of a

declarations of principle, not only in con- third class newspaper at that—that there is
nection with the tariff, but in connection no reason why this treaty should not be ve-
with scores of other things, will Le violated. enacted. T go further—I question whether
They will find it utterly impossible, in the | the interests of the agricultural community
administration of th affairs of the country, lof this country would be benefited by the
to put their theories into practice, and so it 'restoration of the tariff as it existed at that
will be with the tariff. If trade does not day.  Circumnstances change. Canada is
stagnate and the manufacturers do not keep | not in the same position that she occupied
theiv manufacturing within the strictest  in 1854, or during the negotiations of Lord
limit of the requirements of the country,: Elgin, when the first reciprocity treaty was
I shall be very much mistaken, and Ijenacted. We stand in a firmer position to-
base that opinion upon my knowledge!day as a people, in wealth and industry and
of what transpired in a very much in everything that tends to make a people
less aggravated degree in the past. With self-reliant, than we did in those days. The
the government, however, must rest the, United States, it is true, repealed that
responsibility. T accept the opinion ex-'treaty: what did it do? It created a stag-

pressed of me by the hon. gentleman from
Halifax—I am now, and always have been
since my boyhood, a protectionist.  The |
older T grow the more I am convinced that:
it is the only policy which can be pursued

nation in this country for a very short time,
but the genius and industry of the people of
Canada led them to adopt other means by
which to secure a return for their labour that
did not exist during the time that that

in any new country that has not attained to | treaty was in force, and the result has
a wealthy position, if they expect to prosper | been that we have turned our atten-
and become a wealthy people among the tion to other industries. The market
nations of the world. Free trade is an ad-!of the United States is no longer of
mirable theory-—my hon. friend from Mar- ? the same importance to the Canadian agri-
quette has it to perfection—but free trade | culturist that it was 20 or 30 years ago.
in practice is quite another thing, more par-: We are in a position to stand alone in that
ticularly when you are shut out from all the respect. Any reciprocity treaty that may
other markets of the world. T hope what-!be made will have the support of every
ever the government may do that they will; member of this House, I am sure, provided
consider well the responsibility that rests{it is on a square and equitable basis, but T
upon them in dealing with the very import-‘hope that the Canadian people have not so
ant question, and if I have sufticient strength,  far forgotten their allegiance to the Empire,
and I am here, they shall have my earnest of which they form an integral part, as to
support, provided their policy is in accord-'ever consent to the adoption of a treaty
ance with what T think it should be.' which will discriminate against the mother
If not, I shall endeavour to put it as right country. Mr. Blaine has told us distinetly,
as I possibly ean. I have no sympathy and the leading United States newspapers
with this constant cry of unfriendliness to; have declared consistently, that no recipro-
our neighbours across the line. T look upon  city treaty can ever be effected with the
such declarations made by hon. gentlemen | United States that does not shut out the
on that side of the House and by the party | manufactures of all other countries ; or, as
with which they are connected—more par-'one paper said the other day, *you must
ticularly the leading one —not only as being | have the United States tariff in Canada if
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you expect to have the benefit of our
market.” T am one of those Canadians who
have lived in Canada a long time-—perhaps
longer than some of those present here to-
day who were born in the country. I have
watched the progress of Canada and have
come to the conclusion that Canadians are
not inferior intellectually, industrially, or in
Perseverance, to any other people in the
world, and that while we are prepared to
deal fairly and honestly with our neighbours,
We mnever should consent to any arrange-
ment with a foreign country that will not
be equitable in its character, or which would
Prove injurious to the empire of which we

il(::;t a I::P_t. l’}l‘hese are my views, and I
ecate 1n the st : i
this conatant rongest possible language

appeal to the United States
iﬁ(fl .the declaration that we’ have beex;
riendly to our neighbours. Tt is not true.

bhel:e 1s nothing on record in the statute-
U(') OX, OT In the correspondence between the
Li:llt:g States and Canada since confedera-
Hon a,t:r can establish a charge of unfriend-
1 ar‘ns's alking about the bonding system,
] lm‘pnsed that a man, with the genius
tr egquence of the premier of this coun-
ha?ls’ s ould refer to the subject as he
i sonte. We all know that the bond-
and ty}f Em'f 1s guaranteed by treaty,
to denoua;l 1 . the United States were
quite. as 109 that treaty it would affect them
are not\so r(\i“ch as it would affect us. We
carrying & ependent on the United States
thirg g trade as we were twenty-five or

Y years ago, and as we are deepening

our cana ne lwa

N Is and ext,endmb our railw: y sys-
] re comin more ind

elnr we a be g ependenb

ay. Look at the traffic through
e gh the
United States of Canadian products, amount-

lri]uga.lltlo Sil’;ty Or seventy million dollars an-
neighj{;o O€S any one suppose that our

€ urs will d
gives them the ben el

The whole thing
wonder that the
should give utter
Then there was
coasting trade.

have been trying
government to

ce a treaty which
efit of that carrying trade?
18 30 nonsensical that I
leader of a great party
ance to such sentiments.
a remark made about the
E‘feryOne knows that we
to u;lduc}e: the United States
. concede the coasting trade to
g::]:»da in the inland waters, Ifbyou refer
the ht'O 1869, the ﬁrs‘t; despateh which T had
Unite(()lnos‘tr of drafting and sending to the
T wae 2, :;;Sise on the trade question, when

Inister of Customs, laid down the
broad3 principle that if the’ United States

was prepared to repeal its navigation laws,
so far as they affected the coasting trade in
the inland waters of Canada, although we
were only four millioms of people as against
their sixty millions, we were prepared to
meet them on equal terms and fight the
battle with them. That proposition was
made by me to Mr. Blaine, and he said:
“Oh, no. Do you propose your scheme for
the inland waters and also for the sea?” I
replied : “ No; our proposition is for the in-
land waters only ; but if you are willing to
negotiate the broader question, we are pre-
pared to discuss that question too. Our
statutes give us power to declare the coast-
ing trade free to any nation, and the moment
you adopt that course we will follow you
to the fullest possible extent. Surely you
are not afraid of the four or five miliions of
people in Canada when you have sixty mil-
lions of people in the United States.” Mr.
Blaine, with that characteristic of all United
States citizens—and I admived him for it—
turned to Mr. Forster and said, “ How will
that affect the United States?’ The conclu-
sion they came to was, as expressed in Mr.
Blaine’s own language, ‘Great Britain has
the carrying trade of the world now, and
we will not permit them to come into our
waters.” That is the spirit in which, I
venture to say, you will be met when you
come to ask the United States government
for concessions. If you take my advice you
will not accede to anything of the kind. If
they give you free coasting trade—wrecking
we did concede to them in the interests of
humanity, though some of the Liberal party
objected because it affected their personal
interest—Ilet us reciprocate, but T hope be-
yond that the goternment of Canada will
not go. I have to apologize for having
spoken at such length, but so many points
were raised by the mover of the address,
affecting the administration of which I was
a leader for a short time, that I deemed it
necessary to put in this defence.

Hon. Sir OLIVER MOWAT moved the
adjournment of the debate.

The motion was agreed to.

The Senate then adjourned.
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THE SENATE.

Ottawa, Thursday, 27th August, 1896.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o’clock.

Prayers and routine proceedings.

THE ADDRESS.
DEBATE CONTINUED.
The Order of the Day being read :

Resuming the adjourned Debate on the consider-
ation of His Excellency the Governor General’s
speech, on the opening of the First Session of the
Eighth Parliament.

Hon. Sir OLIVER MOWAT said :—In
following my hon. friend opposite, I desire
first of all to express my appreciation of the
very kind way in which he spoke of me
yesterday. I appreciate his kind words, as
well as the kind words which have been ad-
dressed to me in private by other members
of this House belonging, not only to my
own party, but belonging to that party
which is not mine. I am not of a natwe
to be insensible to kind words which are the
expression of kind thoughts, and I rejoice
greatly that our Canadian politics are in
such a condition that political opponents
may at the same time be personal friends.
A word in regard to the mover and seconder
of tiie address in answer to the Governor
General’s speech. With regard to the mover,
you all know him much better than T do.
You all know his merits much better than I
have had an opportunity of knowing them.
I have always heard him spoken of as a
ready and well informed speaker, a
courteous one also, and an able man, and
now I can testify from having seen a-nd
heard him, that the general reputation which
he possesses is in accordance with the fact.
I wish very much that I had been able to
follow as closely and intelligently
what was said by wmy hon. friend
who seconded the resolution. Unfortunate-
ly, though T know something of French, I
am not able yet to follow a speaker, but
perhaps in the position I now occupy it may
be my duty to endeavour to supply that de-
fect, and being u young man, full of vigour,
I have in contemplation a course of study
which may place me in a better position in
that respect, after four or five years, than T
am in now.

The first subject that my hon. friend
opposite  took up in discussing the
address was the expenditure which had
been made under Governor’s warrants. My
hon. friend expressed himself as perfectly
horrified at the idea of those Governor’s
warrants, and he read the statute under
which they were passed as by no means in
support of them—I am not sure but he cited
the statute as showing that no such war-
rants could issue. I differ entirely from my
hon. friend in his reading of those statutes.
I think the statutes quite plainly authorized
the warrants. I so advised my colleagues

and I stand by the advice that [ gave. Let
me call the attention of the House
once  more to the wording of

the statute. It authorizes a Governor’s
warrant forn what may be said to be two
classes of cases, or rather for one specific
class, and then for a general class. The
specific class is repair of public works, and
then follows a general clause in regard to
which there-is no limit to the purpose, ex-
cepting urgency of the expenditure. These
are the words of the statute :

If, when parliament is not in session, any acci-
dent happens to any public work or building
which requires an immediate outlay for the repair
thereof,

That does not apply, but the next pro-
vision does apply—

or any other occasion arises when any expendi-
ture not foreseen or provided for—

Not merely not foreseen, which was the
reading of my hon. friend, but not foreseen
or not provided for—

is urgently and immediately required for the public
good.

Then the section provides for the issuing
of the governor’s warrants. So that the only
question is whether the payment of the
salaries of the officials and the contingencies
of the departments is a matter urgently and
immediately required for the pdblic good. I
do not see how any person can doubt the
urgency of these things, for I cannot see
how any government could be carried on
unless the salaries of the officials are paid
and the contingencies of the departments pro-
vided for. It cannot be done. Not tomake
this expenditure would be to paralyze
all government for two or three months,
as the case might be, and, therefore,
I cannot imagine an occasion for expenditure
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which more certainly comes within the\that there was any other message from His
words used or within the intention of parlia.-lExcellency brought down, or any other
“’%?nt, _than the case which occurred. proposition made, unless it may have
pa,xht,(; “}I‘afmeS, that if the Conservative|been verbally across the House as my
3 a

succeeded at the elections,

they would not have interpreted the

statute

hon. friend stated. I have not time to

verify that statement further, but it is not

Would tin the way we interpreted it?|suggested that there was any formal proposal

J .

“1\({- expenditure for the officials is not
required, and we can get on quite well
without it,”

and would th
to pass the order?

hey have felt at liberty to say'for anything short of a year’s expenditure.

What was the duty of the late government
on this subject ? It is stated very clearly in

ey have refused | one of the passages which I think were cited

They would not have|by the hon. mover of the address, in which
thought of such a th

ing for a moment. It|hereferred to the 520th page of May.
would have been absurd. I say with the |expressly declared there, that a government
that the expenditure of lought not to ask for a year’s estimates,
mey required for the carrying on of | previous to a dissolution and Where the time
overnment for the couple of months|is such that a year’s estimates are not re-

utmost confidence,
the m

the g

necessary to be provided for was expenditure

urgently and immediatel i

. . ely required for the
public good. Tt will be observed that every
reasonable

precaution is provided by the
statute against any misuserz)f this pl‘i)\”ilf'ge
and this duty—TI call it a duty—for I say,
not only were we at liberty to act upon this
itat\.lt,e for the purpose T have mentioned,
ut it was our duty to act upon it. We
bad no alternative. 'We would be violat-
Ing the duty which we were sworn to
perform, if, with that statute before us,
we had left the salaries unpaid and the
correspondmg duties unperformed. The
::::utz provides every precaution that a
> t;:e cpgld provldfe to prevent a misuse
o privilege tha,t..xs given. The minister
h charge of the service has to report that the

2:&‘;;3;33{ tlli utrgent. The Council has to be
atist at it is urgent i i
required gent and immediately

for the public ;
N good, and then the
Governor General is at liberty to issue his
warrant.

e, 1 would‘say further, that under
© clrcumstances, it was his duty to issue

his warrant,

It is said that it is the fault of the Liberal
party that provision wag not made last ses-
sion for these expenditures. There are
several answers to that observation, T might
answer it by saying that that, was one of the

matters discussed in the elections which have
Just taken place,

It is

quired. Heére is the language :

If the dissolution occurs in the early portion of
a session, before supply is completed, it may be
necessary to take votes on account sufficient to
carry on all the services, army and navy as well as
civil, until the new parlivment is able to consider
the grant of supply.

Several illustrations of that are given
there.

In 1857 and 1886 supply was taken for
four and five months ; in 1880 a supply was
taken for three months for navy and civil
service, and a four months’ grant for educa-
tion—just according to the period, which, in
view of the time of the dissolution, was
thought proper. In June, 1841, Lord John
Russell proposed to take supplies to the end
of October. If thatconversation took place
which my hon. friend referred to, in which
the government proposed to abandon the
attempt to pass the whole year’s estimates, it
was only after considerable debate, and after
they found they could not carry the estimates
asa whole. In that caseof 1841 Sir Robert
Peel objected that if they took supplies tiil
October, this would enable the government
to defer the meeting of parliament till
October, and Mr. Gladstone stated that
parliament should be summoned as soon as
possible. It has always to be considered
that for whatever period the government take

verdict, have senand the people, by their | supplies, even if they were beaten at the

L§ba n{,a»jorit,y of the repre-
t iberal party to parli
notwithstanding the chsrgeytha.g w{al:[:le;it;
against them on this account. That of itself
18 & complete answer,
things.  What was
government was,

sentatives of the

polls, they would have the means of retaming
office and not calling a session of parliament
until the supply would be exhausted. It is
manifestly not very material now why the

Onfa might say other | Liberal opposition of last session were un-
desired by the late|willing to give the supplies.

Rightly or

that the estimates for | wrongly they were not willin e
g to trust the
a Whgl; year should be voted. T do not find | government of the day. It was quite unde
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stood that there was to be a change in the
personnel of that government, and they were
not willing to entrust the new government
or the old with more money than was abso-
lutely unavoidable. They had the appro-
priations up to the 1st July and for reasons
which satisfied themselves, the opposition
were not willing that the government should
have them for any longer period.

The next subject taken up by my hon.
friend was the Manitoba school question,
and in connection with that he mentioned
that it had been expected that federation
would put an end to religious cries for ever.
I think nobody was so sanguine as to
think that "federation or anything else
would put an end to all religious cries, but
one object at all eveuts, was to allay the
religious difficulties which then existed be-
tween Upper and Lower Canada, and it was
expected that the evils then prevailing
would be put an end to, so far as such evils
can be put an end to by legislation. Let
me say further, that federation was per-
fectly successful in accomplishing that object,
and we had no religious cries mingled
with the politics of this country for many
years after confederation. Every one who

. the

to which they were entitled. Probably nine-
teen-twentieths of them were perfectly satis-
fied with the explanations made, and we lost
but a very small fraction of the Liberal
Catholic vote at that election, The cry hav-
ing been wunsuccessful, the same party
at the next general election, or
one following it, raised the
opposite cry—raised the cry that we were
slaves of the Roman Catholic clergy—that
we were giving the Roman Catholics too
many offices—that they had entirely too
much power and patronage, and that we had
been giving them school legislation for sev-
eral years to which they were not entitled,
and which was unfair to the general com-
munity. All this we were able to answer.
We had to fight for our lives every time, but
we fought successfully. At every election
since the same cry has been raised to some
extent and in some quarters. My hon.
friend’s party, as represented in Ontario
politics, is the party that has raised the
religious cry more since confederation than
it has been raised, unless you consider the
Manitoba school question an exception.

My hon. friend has been endeavouring

‘to point out inconsistencies on the part

has studied history.~and there are men in this | of some of the leading members of the

House who took part in the proceedings of |
that day—knows very well that feeling ran
high in the province of Canada with regard |

to such questions as education, before con-
federation. No doubt, the ditliculty which
arose from that circumstance was one of the
reasons which led to federation being thought
of, and to all parties in Upper and Lower
Canada concurring in it. It was successful,
I say, and there was hardly any interruption

to the peace until the New Brunswick school 7

case occurred. That was settled. The next
time a religious cry came in question, was
when it was brought forward by my Con-
servative opponents in Ontario, for the
purpose of getting by means of it votes
against the government of which I was
premier. The first time that that endeavour
was made, the cry was that the government
was not sufficiently favourable to Roman
Catholics—that we did not give them
offices enough—that we did not give them
all the legislation they were entitled to ; and
we had to debate all that before our people.
We had to show to our Roman Catholic
friends that we had given them a fair share
of the good things that were goirg, and
that we had given them all the legislation

Liberal party. He says at one time an
hon. member of that party said one thing
in one place and another thing in another
place. I am not concerned about all that.
It was discussed at the elections which have
just passed. Everything of that nature
was brought forward, and was pressed at
meeting after meeting. Our people were
fully informed as to it all, and the major-
ity of them, notwithstanding, mani-
fested by their votes, and the result
of their votes, that they gave their contidence
to the Liberal party and their leader. The
important question will, by-and-by, be how
the question is to be solved now, how the
evil is to be cured which caused so much
trouble during the elections. T am not going
to anticipate that question by any observa-
tions I may make now. It must be the
wish of everybody that some solution
should be found which would be fairly
satisfactory, which we might all be able to
defend if we chose to defend, and which
would be for the advantage of the country
generally. When the scheme is propounded,
if it is attacked at all, I shall be ready to
defend it if T should then be here.

Then my hon. friend referred to the tariff.
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He was so full of the subject that I think% T feel the great difficulty that there

he could have given us a very interesting may be in dealing with all these
Speech for two or three hours more. His | questions by a Liberal government because
Speech was very interesting as far as it went. ‘ the Liberal party has so few followers here.
O}I this subject, as on any other, my hon. | Probably such a state of things never
friend is always interesting, and if he does  existed in any country before with repre-
not think he can be interesting, he does not \ sentative institutions, that four-fifths of the
talk at all. This matter of the tariff was members in one chamber belong to one party
one of the issues at the late election, and I |—and that only the remaining fifth or less
do not think it profitable on our part to | than one-fifth belong to the other party.

> discussing whether it could be made out I have felt that ditliculty, and every one
thjtt there was this or that inconsistency. nust have felt it, but T would not have con-
Vhat we unite about the House and the sented to come into this House—1I would not
Country will know at the next meeting of 'have felt it right to avail myself of the
Parliament. 1 think the scheme which will | honour of having a seat in this House—and
then be submitted will not only be sanc- I feel it to be an honour—if I did not believe
tioned by the Liberals of the House of | that the House would be found tobe workable
‘ommons but also by this Conservative |even with a Liberal government. There

ouse. T understood my hon. friend tosay : were various reasons which made me reason-
that there are some matters as to which taritt | ably confident of that. One is that there are
changes, if they are to be made at all, might | a great many points on which we are at one.
as wel| he made now as at a later date, but | Though Conservatives and Liberals, as ve-
th‘f policy of the government is not to do |presented in this House, differ and our
this work—a very important work it is— ! parties differ on some important points,
by piece meal. We hope to be prepared to|yet weare in accord on a great many points
act upon it next session, and then by a | of prime importance. One thing T rejvice to
#eneral measure affecting all descriptions of | know is that we are all heartily loyal tc ovr
80ods which are to be dealt with. During | Queen. I do not think that anybody doubts
the elections it was never suggested that we | that there is such loyalty in those who repre-
Would he prepared with the tariff measure !sent the Liberal party in this House any
at  this session. It was never sug-/ more than they doubt the loyalty of those
8ested that we had ready a cut whorepresentthe Conservative party. Then,
and dried tariff then. Those who un- further, I rejoice to know that we all alike
derstood the subject quite knew that that ' are attached to British connection. I add to
Was out of the question, Sir John Mac-|that another attachment that I am sure we
onald and my honourable friend dealt |all have, and that is to this Canada of ours.
With the question in 1878. They had nol|I believe we all, whether Conservatives or
Cut and dried .tariff ready. but t