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COLUMBIA VALLEY FRUIT LANDS
LIMITED

Incorporated under the Comi'axies Ordinance of the North West Territories.

( Registered in the Province of British Columbia.

)

Capital - - $2,000,000.00

Divided into 20,000 Shares of $100.00 Each.

ORG.\NIZATION.

The Columbia Valley Fruit Lands, Limited, has l«n urbanized to acquire and complete the

development and colonization of the property now owned Iiy the Columbia Valley Irrigated Fruit

Lands, Limited.

An , reement for the purchase of this pro|>i:rt> lor the sum of $650,000 in cash and

$500,000 1 the stock of the new Company has been obtained.

LOCATION.

The location and description of the property to lie aaiuireil is as follows :—

The block of land to be purchased comprises .iliout 50.000 acres antl is situated in the Colum-

bia' .and Kootenay Vialley in the East Kootenay District of Dritish Columbia, and lies about mid-

way between the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway and the Crow's Nest branch of that

railway (see map attached). The bulk of the land is situated on the West side of and fronts

on the Windermere Lakes, which are the source of the Columbia River, and is in the centre of the

Windermere District. This District has long been famous as one of the most beautiful and fertile

portions of the Columbia Valley.

DESCRIPTION.

The Columbia and Kootenay Valley is the larffesl asjricuUural valley of British Columbia,

and for climate, scenic beauty and richness of soil. st,inds in the front rank among the many beau-

tiful valleys of the Southern portion of the Province. The block of land to be acquired is, as

has been explained above, situated about midway in the Valley, and comprises an open or park-

like area dotted with lakes and watered by several lieautiful streams flowing down from the

Selkirk Range of Mountains to the West. The soil of the block is a chocolate-colored clay on a

lighter subsoil, and is most productive in character when given sulTlcient moisture. .Ml kinds of

cereal and vegetable crops are produced in abundance, and apples, plums, strawberries, and all the

smaller fruits grow to perfection. Before going into their project the Columbia Valley Irrigated

Fruit Lands. Limited, had an exhaustive examination made as to soil anrl climatic conditions

by qualified agricultural and horticultural specialists, all of whom reported sn favorably that the

work was undertaken. Mr. W. D. Scott, the present Deputy Minister of .-\gi iculture for British

Columbia, says : "The Columbia Valley proved an absolute revelation to nie. I was unaware

that there was, in the entire Province, so magniticcnt a valley offering such illimitable oppor-

tunities for the fruit grower and the general farmer. For dairying and mixed farming the Col-

umbia Valley cannot be excelled anywhere. For small fruit growing it is eminently good, and if

care is taken in the selection of the varieties, tree fruits can be grown there with thoroughly

satisfactory results. The soil is rich silt of great depth, and with water turned on would be

capable of growing literally anything. I myself .saw melons and many varieties of tree fruits

)*Ki



maturing to the greatest advantage, and with the magnificent market facilities afforded by the

cuinpletion of the Kootenay Central Railway, now under tonstruition by the C.P.R., the valley

sliouid be one of liie chief proilucinjj ttntres of Uritish Columbia."

Until within the past two years there was vtrry little movement in the sale of land in the

Columbia Valley and, for this reason, the Columbia Valley Irrii^ated Fruit Lands, Limited, were
enabled to ac(|iiire the most choice selections, purchasing most of tlie homesteads and pre-emptions

frontiiijf on the Windermere Lakes, and coiisolidatini; them into a solid block by purchasing the
intervening portions from the Government and tlie Canadian I'acific Railway Company.

SURVEYS.

Complete land surveys of all the holdings of the Company have been made, and for admin-
istrative purposes and in order to facilitate the construction of the irrigation systems, the block

has been divided into three Districts, viz.: Wilmer, Lake, and Fairmont, each district comprising
several subdivisions.

In addition to the general land surveys, detailed surveys for the irrig?iion systems have been
completed, and proper majw and estimates of the .systems prepared. These indicate that approxi-
mately 18,000 acres of land in the block can be irrigate,!, and that each one of the districts can be
provided with an individual system with its own source of water supply, so as to enable it to be
independently operated.

CONSTRUCTION.

Wilmer District is comprised of subdivisions A and B. The main canal to supply water to

both these subdivisions has been completed, and the distributing systems for subdivision B. and
a portion of subdivision A will be completed to enable water to be supplied for the irrigation of
al>out 4.000 acres in 1912.

In tlie Lake District the Townsite of Invermerc- and Invermere Heights are situated. A
small canal for the irrigation of land in Invermeru Ikijhts and land adjacent thereto has been
nearly completed and water will be supplied in thj spring of 1912. A pipe line for domestic
supply to the Townsite of Invermere is now being installed.

WATER RIGHTS.

Ample water rights for the irrigation of land in the various districts have been recorded and
obtained under the laws of the Province. These rights have been consolidated under an Act of
the Provincial Legislature passed at its last session.

TRANSPORTATION.
Present—

The Company's property is at present reached by a good automobile road extending from
Golden on the main line of the Canadian Pacific ivaiiway. and from Cranbrook on the Crows
Ntst branch. Auto stages are operated on both these roads, In addition three steamboats run
from Golden.

Fuiurt—
The Kootenay Central branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway is to extend from their main

line to their Crows Nest branch, passing for about thirty (30) miles through the Company's
projjerty. This line is now Ijeing rapidly constructed from both ends and it is expected that forty
{40) milea will be under operation early in 1912, and completed to the Company's holdings in
the following year. This will provide the Valley v, i;b exceptional transportation facilities, and
will bring it within twenty-four hours of the larger businesi centres of the Province of Alberta
to the East of the Mounuins.



TOWNSITES.

A townsite on the property to be acquired ! is been laiti out on one of the points running
into Windermere Lake, and has been given the name of Invermere. This is one of the most
beautiful townsites in British Columbia, and a portion of the proiwrty has been set aside to be
used by the Canadian Pacific Railway Conjpany in the construction of a chalet hotel. In the

vicinity of this townsite, polo grounds, golf links, tennis jjrounds and other amusement facilities

arc being provided, and it is felt that this will be unc of the great tourist playgrounds of the

Rocky Mountains.

A second townsite will be laid out on the Company's proi>erty on the line of the Kootenay
Central Railway about ten (ro) miles further south, anil these two townsiles will, in a com-
paratively short time, become the business centres of this portion of the Columbia Valley.

EXPERIMENTAL FARM.

A grant of sixty acres adjoining the townsite of Invermere has been made to the Dominion
Government for an experimental farm. This farm is bein? developed and will be operated by
their Department of Agriculture, and will prove of invaluable assistance lo incoming settlers by
providing an object lesson as to what can be grown and how to grow it.

STATEMENT.

The property to be purchased is as follows :

—

50,000 acres (approximately), including buildings, saw mill, stock of lumber, horses, auto-
mobiles, plant, equipment, and portion of irrigation system completed to date ($650,000 in cash

and $500,000 in stock) $1,1 50.000

{Note.—Up to date, sales amounting to over $150,000 have been

made on the following basis: Town lots, averaging $308 per lot; villa

lots, averaging $623.75 per acre; farm lands, averaging, for irrigated

lands. $124.75, 3nd for non-irrigated lands, $29.67 per acre, on which
there are deferred payments amounting to about $100,000. payable in

seven (7) equal annual instalments bearing interest at six per cent. (6%)
per annum.)

STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE.

Expenditure.

Purchase price as above $1,150,000
Estimated cost of completing irrigation system, administra-

tion, advertising and sales expenses, based on expenditure

to date, 50,000 acres, @ $20 $1 .000,000

Less amount already extended on irrigation system anfl plant 200,000

800,000

Revenue.

Issue of capital stock, 15,000 shares @ $100 $1,500,000
Sale of 18,000 acres irrigated land @ $125 per acre 2,250.000

Sale of (say) 32,000 acres @ $25 per acre 800,000
Sale of town lots (approximately) 150.000
Sale of villa lots 1 50,000

$1,950,000

4,850,000

$3,900,000



This will repay the total issued capital stock of $1,500,000, leaving a profit of $1,400,000.

All deferred payments on land sales bear interest at the rate of six per cent. (6*) per

annum. This is not included in the statement of estimated revenue, but will be available for

dividends.

The reorganization above outlined is being carried out to enable this property to be developed

in a most complete manner, and is effected owinu to the fact that the present owners have ex-

pen.tel the amount of their available means in complctinK the purchase and developmg the pro-

l>erty up to date.

September 30, 191 1.

C. H. D.WIDSON, Jr.

president.






