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II E P R T
OF THE COMMITTEE

Al>POINTKI> AT A

Meeting of the Ratepayers of

. SCiOL DISTRICT 1. IMGfflE.
HELD 1\ THK

Temperance Hall on Monday, 16tli March, 1885.

-o-

The Committee appointed at a meeting of the Ratepayers of

School District No. Y, Newcastle, held in the Temperance Hall
on Monday, 16th March, 1885, beg to submit to the ratepayers

of said district the following- report of their proceedings. "VVe,

the members of the said Committee, in thus submitting our re-

port, intend simply to lay before the public copies of letters,

memorials, &c., which have been forwarded by us to the Board
of Education, the Inspector of Schools, or other persons, together

with the repliee received thereto, and also copies of correspon-

dence between the Trustees and teachers which has been placed
in our hands, and which, we consider, has bearing upon the

question at issue. We intend to make only such remarks as

may be necessary to ex])lain the bearing ofsuch correspondence,

and will leave our case, as set forth in such documents, to the

judgment of the public, who will be able to decide, therefrom,

whether we have done all that could be expected from us, and
also whether the conduct of the Trustees of Schools. for this

/)



District has boon such an nu'rits tlio approval of tlie peopl(3 who
elected them to their respoiisibl*? position.

At the meiHing above referred to, which was convened in ac-

<;ordance with an ai^rcement signed by 114 ratepayers of the
District, the following resolutions were passed :

—

^^ Resolved that, Where.'is the Trustees of District No. 7 havo dismissed cer-

tain Teachers, and Wheisas a la-^etin^ of the ratepfiyftrs having been conveneW,
and tlie Trustees havinj; been requested to attend said meeting, and explai*
the causes of said disinissaia, and said Trustees kaving ignored the request of
said ratepayers; Tiiereforo t-esolved, tliat this uieetiug condem»» the actien
of the Trustees in thus refusing to give information to the ratepayers, in the
matter in question ; and further resolved, that a committee of three rate-

l)ayerB he appomted to take steps to have u legal meeting called, at which the
Trustees can be dealt with in proper form. On motion resolved, that Messrs.
E. Lee Street, Wm. Fenn and C. S. Ramsay be saiil Committee."

We may here state, that not only w(ire the Trustees politely

and respectfully requested to be present at the meeting, before

it was hold, but during the time the meeting was being held,

delegates wen^ sent to each Trustee, again asking them to at-

tend the meeting, and each and all flatly, and in one case im-
politely, declined.

The following are the notices of dismissal served on the

teachers, and the serving of which caused the calling of the

meeting mentioned above
[copy.]

I

Mr. W. J. Fowler, A.B,, Teacher, &c.

Take notice that your services as a teacher in this district will be dis-

pensed wi*^^h on and after Thursday, the 30th day of April, A. D. 1885.

If you have a letjal conrract with the School Trustees it will terminate on
the clay and date aforesaid.

(A certain agreement with former trustees, of which wo have a copy, is not
"

recognized by us, exce|»t as we would recognize a verbal contract legally bind-

ing us. It has not the corporate seal attached, as required hy Regulation 2
of the Board of Education.)

[Signed] A. C. Smith, ) The Trustees of School District
'

:

' " P. Hhnxessy, VNo.7,in the Parish of Newcastle,
" James Falconhr, j in the Co. of Northumberland.

NiwcASTLB, N. B., March 10th, 1885.

[copy.]

Miss Annie McLean, Teacher. 4
Take notice that you are dismissed from the position oi teacher in thit 1

! euc
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<listrict, your fiervictfs l)oing (iL-'ptnsed with nn and aftor Thuisduv, the .'JOth

dHT of April, A. D. iss.i.

ITyou liuvo ii /fuul (^ontrict with the .School Tni^uops it will tonuiniita on
tlie (layund diilo M(«ifsaid. (A cert.-un a-^rtMMn^iit ivitli loniier Ti iistt-es, ot
which v.'e have aivnpy, is net r«cnuqiiz!»(l by u.s, oxcopt as wo would i-eooijHizfl

a rei'l)al oontnict l<>;,'aily biruliii;^ ii«. It li;i.s not th« onrpomte seal attacked
as ruquiied by iie;iUhitioii L' of llie Board of Edunatiuu.)

[Signed ) A. C. Smith,
|
'i'h© Trustees o* Schowl Distriet

"
i*. Hr^NNK.^sY, ,-Xo. V,in {liel';iii>h(j| Newcustic,

" James I'ai.coxkk, ) in the Co. of Xorthuajberliind.
^'EWCASTLI:, N. B., ilarch lUth, 188,0.

[I'OPT.] '

^fifis Mary Lmrfinn, Teacher.

'lake notice tluit your services as a teanhor in tliis districit will be di.s

[)ensed with on and after 'I'hinsdny, tlie I'Oth day of April, A. \). ISf<").

11" you have ^.legaJ contract with the School Trustees it will terminate on
the day and date aloresitid.

CA certain airreeinent with former 'rruistees, of which wf^ have a oiti)v, is n•^
recognized 'ly us, exoejU. as we would reco^uiize a ver/;rt/rntitra('t IcL'uilv bind
ing us. It ha« not t!ie corporate seal attached U'? retjuired by Keguiation 2 of

the Board of E*\ication.)

[Signed] A. C. Smitm, jThe Trustees of Sciiool District
•' P. Uknxkbhv, lNo.7,in the Parish of Newcastle,
" .Jamks Falconkr, ] in the(Jo. ol NorthuaTljerland.

Ntu'CASTi.a, N. B., Match IOlIi, ISS.j.

We would call attention to the dilU'rence in the wording ot

the above not ices of dismissal, as showing- the animus which ac-

tuated the Trustees in their treatment of Miss I^IcLean, the

cause for which -vvill be seen further on.

The following" are copies of the teachers' agreeinents referred

toby the Trustees in the above notices of dismissal or termina-

tion of contract, and which said Trustees only recognized as

they " would recognize a verbal oontract" :

—

First. Contract nmde tliis 1st day of May, A. D. ISSl, between Wm. .Ja»<.

Fewler, holding a valid License of the IsL (Jlass, granted under tlie authority

of the Board of EducHiion of New Brunauick, hert-inal'ter referred to as thi-

Teacher, of the one part : nnd the Trustees of School District Number Soven.

iu the Parish of Newcastle, in the County ©f Northumberlahd, hereinafter re-

ferred to as the School Corporation, of the other part.

Second. 'Ihe Teacher, iu consideration of the below mentioned agrtemnnt

/
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l»y tlioSohoolCorporfition, hereby ufrree.s with tho School Corporation diligent-

ly anil liiithlullv to toiioh u soliool ia tlm saiil District (Uiriii^ tho Sohool year
endinjj on the iJOth day of April, A. D. 1S8J, or as much thereof aa is un«::-

)<ired.

Third. And the Schfliol Corporation ugrons with tho Teacher licen.seU as

nforc'8ui(i, to pay the Teacher, in qnartorly insitalrnonts, at the rate of Eight
Hundred tloiiars for th« School year, exclusive of the Provincial allowance to

be received by the Teacher from the Chief Superintendent.
Fourth. And it is mutually agreed that this contract shall continue from

Hcho«l year to School year, as defined by Regulation 18 of the B«ar4 of Educa-
tion resi)ecting Teachers' (Jontracts, unless notice in writing of an intention to

termuiate the same ahall lie given by either of the parties hei«to at least •no
month before the date s|»ecirted in the foregoing clause second, or failing such
notice, th«n one month before the time to which the same ia continued by
this clause.

Fifth. And it is ntutually agread that both parties to this contract shall be
in all respects subject to the provisions of the Chapter cf the Gonselidated Sta-

tutes relating to Schools, and any Acts in amendment thereof and in addition

thereto, and the regulations thereunder made by the Board of Education.
In testimony whereof, the said parties have hereunto set their seals.

[Signed] Wm. J. Fowler, A. B., Teacher.

teacher's agreement.

First. Contract made this first day of November, A. D. 1883, between Misa
Annie M. McLean, holimg a valid License of the 1st Class, granted under the
authority of the Boar 1 of Education of New Brunswick, herei nafter referred

to as the Teacher, of the one part; and The Trustees of School District Num-
ber Seven, m the Parish of Newcastle, in the County ofNorthern berland,liere

inafter referred to as the School Corporation, of the other part.

Second. Tho Teacher in consideration of the below mentioned agreement
by the School Corporation, hereby agrees with the School Corporation dili-

gently and faithfully to teoch a school in the said District during tho School
Term ending on the 30th day of April, A. D. 1884, or as much thereof as is

unexpired.
Third. And the School Corporation agrees with the Teacher licensed aa

aforesaid, to pay the Teacher, in quarterly instalments, at th*» rate of Two
Hundred and Thirty dollars for tho School year, exclusive of the Provincial
allowance to be received by the Teacher from the Chief Superintendent.

Fourib. And it is mntually agreed that this contract shall continue from
School year to School year, as defined by Regulation 18 of the Board of Edu-
cation respecting Teachers' Contracts, unless notice in writing of an intention
to terminate tho same shall be given by either of the pai ties hereto at least

one month before tha date specified in the foregoing clause second, or failing

such notice, then one month before the time to which the same is continued
by this claaso. ^
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Fifth. And it is inutiiully n^jreed that both parties to this c«ntrftct .shall Wo
all respects siilije{!i to the provi.sioii.s of the <'lmpt^r of tlie Co>i«olidatpd

iStatut«H relating to Schools, hikI any ,Kr.tn. in auKBdment thoroof and in add-
ition thoroto,jind t\u' regulatioriH tliereunoitr nia«l« by the Board of Education.

In lestiinony wheivof, the uaid parties kav« hertninto set their hcaIh.

[Signed J Axjiik M. McLban, Teacher.
JosKiM Hays,

tt

John I'kroi'iox,

A. C. Smith,
!-Truste«s.

TBACniCRS AURCEURIfT.

Fit it. Contract made this 30th day of April, A. D. ISS.'], between Alias Vary
l^awson, holding a ralid License cfthe 1st class, granted uiid«r the authority
•f the loarcl of EJucation mi New Brunswitrk, hereinafter relcrrod to as the
Teacher, of the one part ; and the Trustees of School Piitrict Number Seven,
in the Parish of Xewtustle, in the (Jounty of Nerthuuiborland, hereinafter re-

ferred t* as the School (,'orporation, of the other part.

Second. Th« Teacher, in consideration of the below mentioned agreement
by the Schonl Corporation, hereby agrees with the Sch«ol Corporation thli-

gently and faithfully to teach a school in the said District during the School
year ending on the liUth day of April, A. D. 1SS4, or as much thereof as is un-
expired.

Third, And the School Corporation agrees with the Toach'r, liconsed as
*? aforesaid, to pay the Teachor, in quarterly nutalments, at the rate of Two
Hundred aud Fifty dollars for the School year, exclusive of the Provincial

allowance to be received, by the 'J'eacher from the Chief Superintendent.
Fourth. And it is mutually agreed that this contract shall continue from

School year to School year, as defined by Regulation 18 of the Board of
Education respecting Teachers' Contracts, unless notice in writing of an
intention to terminate the samo shall be given by «ither of the parties hereto
at least one month before the date specified in tho foregoing clause second,
or failing suck notice, then one month before the time to which the same is

contmuod by this clause.

Hfth. And it is mutually agreed that both parties to this coHtract shall be
in all respects subject to the provisions of the Chajster of the Consolidated
Statutes relating to Schools, and any acts in amendmtnt thereof and m ad-

dition thereto, and the regulations thorounder made by tho Board of Educa-
tion.

In testimony whereof, tho said partios havo hereunto set their seals.

[Signod] Mary Lawson, Teacher.
A. C. Smith,

|

Jno.Fekgusox, i- Trustees.

Joseph Hays, J

We may here remark that none of the three above agreements
had any seals attached. But the Attorney-General of the Pro-

i
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lion, t>'MVf* il as his opinion, ihai. theract o{'th(» Corporate n^'jiI of

i\\v Koiirdol'Trusteesnot bcinci'nliixiMl to ilw. ag'rccnu'iiis didufjt j

iiivalidatc tlio same. Indeed this would nppcar to l)o ilie ciisc "

to any ono conversant witli le^al axioms, Ibr no unc/ias a r/ij^hf to

projilbf/ lii:> own nnii;lcrt, and it was ihrouL^'h tliff neyleet of the
Trustees that seals were not attached to tlu^ a'^roenu'nts, it <

l)eiiii? their duty, and not the Teachers', to sou that such was
don(\

In order to explain the fourth chiuso in the; nhovi? Teachers'

agreements W(^ ([Uote from the School Manual, Uegulation 18,

[)ag*e G2, as follows :

—

"'fhe School year: In roipect, of TeucU^is' contiviots, Siiliool Katurns to the
C'liief Siipei int«M<l?»nt, tWe pcvp.ient of I'lO'^iBciiil ul ovv.'inof ;; t» TftiichiM's, and
the apportianiiient of th« uounty Fund to Boards of Scliool Ti'iistees, tke
S«hool year shuU end on Doccinher .'>lat und sh.'dl consist of two Tt-rms :

The First Term opening,' on January Ibt, and closing on .June oOthj and the
Seccnd Term jpening on July lat, and closing on J)ecomber 31st."

In the case ofMr. Fowler—ho had agreed 1st May, 1884, to

teach a School up to tlie SOtli April, 1885, and tht^ Trustees hav-

ing, in accordance with the fourth clause of his agr(»ement.

given him, in writing, notice of an intention to terminate hii?

contract, he had no redress, but had in accordance with \\\>

agreement to accept his dismissal.

The cases of Misses McLean and Lawson, however, won
difl'erent. They had each agreed to teach up to the ^Oth April.

1884, and having received no notice, in writing, a month pre-

vious to that date, they couldnot,accordingto the terms of their

agreement, read in conjunction with Kegulation 18 quoted honso

above, be dismissed until the end of the school year, that is, th' ""^j!

31st December, 1885.

With regard to the wording of tlie above notice of terminatioi

of contract sent to Miss McLean— " Take notice that you ar*

f/ismis^ecl from the position of Teacher"—we beg to point oir

that Trustees can only dismiss Teacherfi for gross neglect ofduty '^

immorality,—see School Manual page 24 (3),—and though suL gradin

sequeutly, when the Trustees found they could not legal i;
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WHS NtTvoil upon Ih'i" tlu'y had uoL llu! .slightest grounds lor

inakiiiLi' surh a (hiirn*i\

In order to i'ullil the duties imposed upon us by the resolu-

tion Jippoluling us a C'ohiiiiittce. "to take stepsj to have a h»gal

meeting called at vvhi<'li ihe Trustees can be d«'ah with in

projH'r I'orni," we forwarded to the fJoard ot JMlneatiou, throui^h

our liepreseiitatiyes at tlxe legislative Assem!>ly, the lollovviug

memorial.
y«. I.

Nrwc.vsti,!, N. r.., yiireh ISth, ISS5.

7'# Ihe. Jlonnrabf" the llnardof Edncali«n of the l^roviiwe •/ New llrnnswick.

(iKNTLKMKV : Wo, th© iincler.Hignorl ComiMittee,;vi)|)«iMto(l at a Pubhc Meet-
in;^ ol tlie Jiatop.'iyt'i's ol'Suhool Distriiit No. 7, NetT'Mstlo, Xoi'iliuuibc-rhunl

('(»., litfM in tli« roini»*riiiicf' Ifull, .Wnvcagtl-!, iit lO o'l^Iock in the Ibifiioon ot

^Icndiiy, It'dli insl., l»y r<*.->i)hition, c(!j»y of nluch, t^iijiRMl hy ' 'h;iinii;ui and
St'civ Uu'v, wo hei'cwith •ii('losi*,bog to request your hnnorriMo hody to utith-

•ri/<^ tho holdin;; ol a general HchonI ineftint,' ol" tlie saiil Disti-int, as einp^w-
tu«(l so do hy Section '.7 of th» Manual ot tho S(!hooI hu\T of New Hruns-

»\u!k. vV« re(juesc you to authorize the hohlin» of saitl General Meeting at

the I'nrlif st ))OrisiMe dute,and. uIs(j to direct the Trustees of said District to

attend 'lis siitiK', for the l(Wlowin;j; reasons and oauues :•

AVe (Uily ;i|)i)reciate the remarks of your lion. Board (Kei^ilation .'52, Rem.
1), luii^o 78 oCtJie iManuuI, "'I'hat tho 'Prustees represent tho nihahltants ©f tlie

Listrict, nndare to transact all school hnsincss in their steail and on thei be-

half," nnU that ''tlio niterest.- ol education cannot thrive in any District unless

jtheHC oliicers pfiiciently discharge their duties." But your petitioners 'relieve

tkey are not fairly iej)re.stnte'l, or their interests served, by the presont
Board of Trustees of said district, for tho following reasons :

First.—They have allowed tlio fences enclosing school grouuils, and tke out-

liousos in connection therewilh, to l>ecoine dilai)idated an<[ useless, a shame
and <,lis«race to any respectaMe community, in violation o\' the requirements
of L'egs. y and 14, although Inspector Cox, in writiig, requested the IVustees
to ]jut outhouses, tVc., inprop;'r order. .Sec. 07.

Second They have neghuUad tho requiromonts of Sec. 74 respecting tho
organizaticm of the Board of Trustees.

Third They liave neglected the requirou'ents of Sec. 7.'i (4) respecting
aaonthly visitations.

Fourth Tijey have violated the requirements of Sec. 73 (2) respecting the
grading of pupils.

J'ifth They have niterfered with the proper discipline of the Schools and

fttties ©f Teachers. lieg. I'l (7).
ill

'
I

^'•iV
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Sixth.--Tkey have violated the reqwirementi of Reg. 2 in not duly executing
teachers' contracts. By the loos* manaer m which they have engaged and
disMiissed teachers they are likely to involve tke District in litigation, having
attempted to terminate contracts ©n 30th April, lfi85, which cannot legally be
terminated till Doc. 31, 1885.

Seventh—They have destroyed the records of the Board of Trustees for a
long peried, by tke admission in writing of one of the Trustees, in utter viola-

tion of Reg. 32, Rem. 3.

Eighth They have made, apparently without cause, a wholesale dismissal
of Teachers, in the District, and when requested by a largely attended meet-
ing of the Ratepayers, called by agreement (cepy of which we enclose) signed
by ] 14 ratepayers, to give their reasons for such dismissals, they have treated
such request with contempt.
The ratepayers of this district, duly realizing tVe ill effects of the too fre-

quent change of teachers, consider this action detrimental te the cause of
education. The parents and guardians of children in this district have almost
Mniversal confidence in the abilities of the teachers now engaged, all of whom
received commendation from the Inspector in his last report, and the good
progress of whose der ^mentf has been vouched for by competent clergymen
who have examined t.. ir pupils' work. Considering the wishes and feelings

of a majority of the ratepayers, we therefore respectfully urge that your hon-
orable Board give iastructions for the calling of a general meeting as request-
ed above and also direct the Trustees to attend sucti meeting in their otficial

capacity and explain their conduct to the ratepayers, or in the event of their

refusal to attend such meeting and explain their conduct, that the ratepayers
at such general meeting be empowered to elect a new Board of Trustees in

whoiB the ratepayers' of this district can repose confidence. We have
the honor to be. Gentlemen,

Your obedient servants,

[Signed] E.Lee Strekt, )

" Wm. Fenx, ^Committae.
" C. S. Ramsay, j

[Following is an extract from Inspector Cox's report referred to in above
memorial

:

"The town of Newcastle has ten graded departments, all of which were in

operation during the year. I arm pleased to bear testimony to the excellent .

character of the work being done. With one or two exceptions, these school*

are realizing the best expectations of a generous public who never fail to vote

ample means for their support. In the High School, reopened a year and n

half ago, commendable progress was made."]

We received the following reply from the Chief Superinten-
dent of Education, to our memorial :

No. 785. l^KEDKRiCTON, Mar. 30, 1885.

E. Lee Street^ Esq., Newcastle, N. B.

Dear Sm : In reply to the Memorial signed by yourself and Messrs. FenrJ

I

G.
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tnd Ramsay, as a Committa* •f the ratepa/era of >f«»fc*«tle oahool Dist. N^o.

7, whick has been handed to me by Ur. Park, If. P. P., co be laid before the
Board fff Education, I beg te state that it is not oompetent for the B«ard •f
Education to deal with charges against Trustees (Sec. 67 School Manual) till

th« InRpector has mvestigated the same and pronounced upen them. Sec. 5

(6). I skall ferward the laspectei^a copy of your Memorial. Yeurs truly,

[Signed] Wm. C*o«mt, Chiet Supt. F lucation.

In order to explain Sec. 67 of the School Manual, referred to

in the abore letter, it is necessary to quote from the School
Manual :

—

Sec. 66— * * ''Where a Trustee declines to act, a Trnstee or Trustees
ehall be appelated upon the written requisitien ef sevem ratepayers in the
district, by the Inspector, who, in case ef a further neglect to act, shall have
power t« make further appointme&ts.'*

Sec. 6t reads as ftllows :

—

'^Failure or refusal to take the declaration ; refusal or centinueit failure to

attend the meetings ef the Board of Trustees when notified *, failure or refusal

to call the anaual or special meetinf8, er pest preper notices thereof; and
failure or refusal t« perform the duties, er exercise the powers imposed aad
conferred upon him as a Trustee, after written request snail hare been made
upon him by the laspectoi* to perform er exercise the same, shall (amongat
9ther things) constitute a declining to act under the last preceding Section.'*

Mr. G-. W. Mersereau, Inspector ofSchools, provided us with
the following copy of a letter received by him from the Chief
Siperintendent.

Frbdbriotok, N. B., Har. 30th. 1885.

G. W. Meraereauj Esq., A. B., Inspector Schools, Nsweastle, N.B.

Dp KB. Sir : I hare forwarded you a copy of a memorial which was handed
to mo by Mr. Park, M. P. P., to be laid before the Beard of Sducaiion. As it

csontaias charges agaiast the Trustees for aegloot of duty it should have been
addressed to you, whose duty it is to proceed therewith as directed by Sec. 67

School Manual.
I am not aware of auy proTisions in the act empowering ike Board of Educa-

tion or Chief Superintendent to direct the Inspector to call any meeting for

•uch purposes as contemplated in the meaaorial. See. 57 is not applicable.

If Trustees hare dismissed Teaohera tko case is one for the Trustees and this

I^opartmoBt t« settle. Sec. 73 (3).

[Signed]

Certified Correct Copy, [Signed]

Yours truly,

Wm. Crocket, Chief Supt. Education.

Gao. W. Mrrsbrbau.

The Inspector served a copy of our memorial on the Trustees,
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4tU. A iir, tii'd thi'v kiiuw it. Thi^ last lioum dirrcled 1' lllK. .'p.u F<oiVli'l"

tv) arti-ud to t*i' ^raihng add iir- attended lo that duty wicri th>?;r Jcrintrletilj/:*

uri'l Clausen t.

r)th. Another ii(\ The rni-.:te('s wever ii)tn'iV"cd \vi:Ii th** (Topor disci-

pline of ihc «c'h«nl>, cxctMtr, iu th«» rase of i'riiu'ipal I'ovrlfr, whw li.id biM-ii iii

rlir litbit ot' pLini.sliiii r j.iipil; l)y inean^ oI'm ndci' ninl uiosi s(^v<'rely. VV<-i

dir«i'r<'d thr t«m^!e t<^iieliiM's to refi'KHi iVojii pun.diiitg pnpiis t)y dwtiiiuiii!,-

tiieni diiving hours nilctifd lo r.*i'ess, hut they hauirhtilv i^'iiiii\'r| niu' dirt'Ctioiirf

in liiis it'spect. lids ulteuipt on the part rtt Tih tiipod to call us lo an nc
count for the exercite of our vrr^ed ri'_dit!.-i is siiujuy vuff/ar impertinence.

(itii. Al xuiiL ;1 Chiei ^i>p?i Jiit'-udi'iit sa.'-. uti')ni. k«=' ci^rdusi.-n i:i n'iiool

districts by rhanyiiiir th» .'"cheol 'IVrn.s and year.- ''is n<> fault of oui's. The
''hief Superintruden'. l*}'' a telegram ii»n'beloie us, statwrf iliiit the vv.iiit

oi seals tioes not invalidate Teacherrf' con'racts,

7th. A lie. If you, Mr. Insi't'Ctor of .Schools, wi'l CclII o!i Tri-.sCee oaniU
>oa »TiIi be sho^Tii ihc lisicord^j •f l,ke BuiU'd of I'ruut.n's fr>.ii Vt!i Vi^'o., ISSl,

in un uniritei ruptc'i line "*own lo the .iatt' i.i our ia-( meeliu;^, 2Ul1i Jdarch
{bl\). We invite y.u to cail uikI vtu-ify tins tact at onci*, oral a.'iy tiai« that
mar be coiiveniitit to y''n.

,

Sth. \W considiT tins •'charge" to b« a most anwarrantaHe and impertin-
ent aitempt to trencVi <)•: tlie vested ri<;lu.s <;l tlu- iioard o: .Sctiool iruslees.

VV'^e shall coudesct-nd t« inaKe n© reply to tins lasL iuipu. iwnce, except to say
that tin? statement tliatall tins IVacheis re(!fivc<.l comun'ndalion ;rom the in-

S{>eei«r in his laiKt r«/port is a moan and conLeiriptibie //«. \Ver« we to make
public the "cooQtntr'ndaiien" given certain ef tlie ieachers by tiu' Inspector in

his last re[)oit, said Teachers iv^uhi not get a position in any si-ho.i ui the

Province. We do not care t« make mention «f the; name wf any clci,i:yu.an

with<^ut liis p -^rini^-ion iiist o talned, but if you, My. Insi^'ctor of .Si-'i )ois,vvi 1

call on us we will *ive you the nam« of -^necU'r^yman wti" lo^ltei int ) work
done by Mr. P'ofrhn-, antl v/ho fpokeio verr unfa¥ora')ly ot ii. You can thou
verily ihisiaci. VV« are pl«aseu to notice that the ''CVauuiitt( c" had brains U)

see that we tieated the suecting witli c ni tempt. We vvillm*!} admit the

c\vM^^ oi coniempt. Yoa^ii truly,

[Signed]'a
(1

A. C". .Smith,

J.-VJllC.S Palcokku,
" 1'. lIliN.NEssY,

Ccrtihod Cornect Copy, [Sijzued] Geo. W. Mkiwkkeau.

rruste«3 of Schools.

Cominent on this unique production is quite superfluou.s.

The style, composition, taste and hinguagv3 will commend them-
selves to all readers. Neither need we x^oint out that, in this

so-called answer to our charges, the Trustees have managed to

gratuitously insult not only the Committee, but also the

ley are be-

We d« not



12

Chief Superintendent of Education, the Inspector and the large

number of Ratepayers present at the meeting held on the 10th
March, who appointed the Committee styled by the Trustees,

in their elegant language, "the self-constituted, impertinent
tripod." The Trustees at least might have consulted a diction-

l!f ary before making use of a word the meaning of which they
evidently fail to understand.

In their reply to the 8th charge brought against them the
Trustees endeavor in an underhand way to traduce the Teachers
they have dismissed. Had the Trustees really been possessed
of any proofs of incapacity, or had there been any adverse re-

ports made against either of the dismissed teachers by the In-

spector, the Trustees would have been only too happy to have
made use of them, and the only reason they have for not pub-
lishing the unfavorable reports said to have been made of their

work, is that no such reports were ever made. We have quot-
ed Inspector Cox's public report on the Schools of District No.
7. We do not believe that gentleman would have reported in

that way, publicly, and have made a different and quite un-
favorable report ofthe same teachers to the Trustees.

Inspector Mersereau having]given us acopy of the above docu-
ment, we provided him with proofs of all our charges preferred

against the Trustees, in consequence of which he sent the fol-

lowing notice to the Trustees, to attend a meeting at his office,

at which they would be given a hearing to answer our charges
and at which we would also be present.

Nbwoastli, April 3, l-SSS.

Dr^isUes of SchoolSf Disi. No 7, Newcastle, Northumberland Co.j N. B.
Sirs: Your reply raceired and submitted to the committee. They, th«

ooiamittee, hare offered such a mass of eridence in rebuttal that I have ap-
pointed 3 F. M. Saturday, 4th inst., at mf efficeyas time and place for a hear-
ing, and hereby give y«u notice to be present. I have the hon«r t« be,

Yourebedient servant,

[Signed] Geo. W. Mbrsbrbau. Insp. ofSch««is.

The Trustees, with the delicacy and exquisite taste which
have characterized their conduct all through these transactions,

returned the above letter to the Inspector, with the following

I
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idorsement:

—

I VO. 3. OFFICIAL.

f All 89ID0 of th«8« fellows want is rum to keep tkeir Jighiup. Get s«me
whiskey from Chairman Streets rumhole^ aad keep on treatiag them till we
4bme. Maybe we woa't be just on time, ia that case send a team far us.

[Signed] A. C. Smith, Seo'y of the Board.

P. S—Begin with one {alios. A. C. S.

Mr. Mersereau also served the Committee with a notice to at-

tend a meeting at his house, which reads as follows

:

NiwoASTLB, April 3rd, 1885.

MesoTs. E. Lee Street, Wm. Fenn and C. S. Ramsay.
Gentlbmem : I hereby request your presence at a meeting t« be held at

my effice on Saturday, 4th inst., at 3. P. M., to investigate certain charges
Against t!ie Trustees of Schools for School District No 7, Newcastle, Nerthum-
berland Co., N. B. I have the boner to be,

Your obedient servaat,

[Signed] Gio. W. Mbrsikbau, Insp. of Schools.

In accordance with the above notice two of the members of

the Committee attended at the Inspector's office at the time and
4ate' specified, the third member of the Committee being out of

|own and therefore unable to be present. After waiting for a

,|onsiderable time, and the Trustees not appearing, the meeting
%as adjourned without its object having* been accomplished.

I We had then the right to claim judgment in our favor by
lefault, but we preferred substantiating our charges against

\e Trustees, and accordingly drew up the following statement
^f proofs of said charges, which we served on Mr. Mersereau :

Newcastli, N. B., 6th April, 18t5.

kj.W. MersereaUyEsq., Itiapector ofSchools.

Dear Sir: W e, the Committee appointed at a meeting of tho Ratepayers
of this district, held in the Temperance Hall, at 10 o'clock A. M., Monday,
^e 16th of March ult., as you are aware formulated and forwarded to the
Board of Education N. B., certain specific charges of neglect ofduty asd viola-

tion of both the law and regulations of our School system by the Board of

School Trustees for this District, No. 7. Newcastle. Tou hare it appears re-

oeived copies of the said charges and of our memorial to tho Board of Educa-
tion from the Chief Superintendent, and served tho same on tho Board of
trustees for the purpose of obtaining their reply to the said charges made by
iis the said Committee against the said Trustees, and we the said Committee
4o hereby acknowledge receipt of a copy of the said Trustees' reply to you,
6eiBg, we presume, what the said Trustees coasider sufficient oxplaBation

Xj .)v.

m
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and a satisfjictory ott'-set to our olmrgt'.s. We the Coinuiitia^ huvo taki'i

special notice of the manner in »vhicli thoy begin eacli reply iti their memori
to you ot tlie 'l\v\ of Ai)ril inst. We notice they have/bharacjerizcMl on

charges against them seriatnn as ft)llo\v.s : 'J'o our iirst enlarge thoy say, "It ;

untrne" ; t3 the second, "Tfiis charge is false" ; to our third charg(^, "See thei

jiretext"; to our fourth charge tliey say, "A lie" ;
tn'/)ur Hftli charge the

say, " \nollier )io" ; t) oui' sixth cliarge they say, "Absurd" ; to our sevent!

chai'ge th. y say, "A lie" ; and to (>ur eighth chargo they s ly, "A most unwDi
lantable and impertinent attack, &c."

We the said Commitfee, thorefoie, knowing ihat in your olHciai capacity i

is very necessary that you are put in possession off eta, not mere assertiens.t'

enable you to adjudicate between the accusors and accused, s : a^ to enabi

you to make a clear report to the Board of Education who have commissi<iii

ed you to examine into thes<( charges and report th'^reon to them, beg to sui

mit the following proofs for your consideration :

No. 1. in our first we the Committee ch irged the Truiitees with neglect '' <; jnans
their official duties reap otingfences, school-grounds, outhouses, <fec. If und*

"^^mj^p,,
the authority vested in the Inspector, Sec. 10 (1), you visited the schools -aw ||ous>^
scnool premises belonging to this district you vvoukl have am[)le proof b |^i,.,., ,f„',

ocular demonstration ot the truth of this charge; you would find fences ei ij^itial
ected by a former Board of Trustee* utterly destroyed, the scliool grounds S! ^^q'

common or grazing lot for cattle; in oth*rs you will find gates oii' hinges aiu; i^'miiti
destroyed, you will see in the centre of the boys' play-graund in connectioi *|' ti,^ '|

wiih the Academy the remains of an outhouse, erected by a fornier Board > iltl.wou
Trustees at a large outlay, "vithout enflls, without a part of one side, no door- .4ell as
nu locks, no keys, filled and surrounded Tvith tilth and oftensive sights, a sham' j|ijta,.n

and disgrace to any civilized community and a striking evidenc»» of tiie gro.s- -^f, ^^i.^

neglect of duty of the Trustees. Again, observe the girls'watfer-closets in con

nectioa with the Academy, under the same roof as the school room, with«u;

pr«per ventilation, without disinfectants, and in warm weather behold the

vitiated atmosphere which pupils and teachers are coinpA;led to inhale, and
then let us know whether or not the Trustees of this distriotJLjave perlormeu
their duties according to Reg. 9 and Remarks .1, 2,3, 4 and 5, and acconl
ing to Regs. liand 13 and Remarks and also Reg. 14 and Remarks.

Ploas* take notice that the Trustees have attempted to shift the respon.-i

bility upon the Teacher. But the I'rustees allowed the doors, locks and ke, >

&c., of the outhouse under oonsidoration, witk reference to their charges
against the Principal, to be broken, destroyed and lose beforo Mr. Fowler'.*

incuBibeDcy. It is only when the key or keys are given by the Trustees to

theteaoher, of locks on doors of euthouse- built and kept in accordance with

tho Regs, of tke Board ot Education, that Trustees can hold Teachers respoii

sihle. See Reg. 9, Rem. 3.

As another af tempt of shifting responsibility see the following letter by A

C. Smith, the head an^l front of the Trustees, as a ratepayer, complaining to

theSec'y to the Board of the destruction of school property, thus shirking hi- ,

•fits
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[copy.]

NiwOABTLB, 17th Jany, 1884.

CharUa Marshallf Esq., Btc'y Bchool Truateta.

Dkar Sir : I send you herewith all the school papers in my possetsion, alsi

the School Maaual. Our minute book beiag my own private property (neTt
charged to the district'), I hare destroyed. It is not, however, necessary, a

the acting Trustees will have one of their own from the 10th inst., I notice.

Your obedient servant,

[Signed] A. C. Smith.

Please take notice in the above where Smith again shirKs the responsibilit)

of a Trustee, and where he declines or refuses to act. Also allow vs te cai

your attention to Reg. 41 (3.) and Reg. 42 Rem. 3, with reference to the pre

servation, Ac, of the records of the meetings of the Board of Trustees.
If you, the Inspeetor, called at Secy-Treas. office you would find that the

last bond by the Sec'y to the Trustees is dated 1872 and for $2,000 only, ano

that the district assessment is always greater thaa that amount. Sec.74 make*
it the duty of the Trustees to meet as soon as practicable after the election er

appointment of a Trustve and appoint a Secretary who shall forthwith give

bonds, &o., iu a sum at least equal to that to be raised by the district during
the year, &c., and such Secretary shall keep the records, accounts and moneys
of the Board, Ac. N. B. A yearly election of a Trustee legally requires «

yearly appointment of a Secretary, and a yearly filing ofbonds when the bend>
of the previous years are for a less amount than the assessment for the en
suing year.

No. 3. In number three wo charged the Trustees with neglect of their

duty. Sec. 73 (4), respecting duty of visitation.

The Trustees' answer to this charge is sufficient grounds of proof of their

guilt. "^Vohave," say they, "visited, the schools often enough to know," Ac
"We doa't consider it necessary to visit them monthly." It is not for the

Trustees to "consider" at all in the matter. The law says Trustees shall visit

at least monthly, and they have not done so, and tho school registers and thi

teachers can prove that they have not visited the schools in thair district twict

during the last twelve months.
No. 4. We charged the Trnstees with violation of tho requirements ot Sec.

73 (2), with relerenco to the grading of pupils. Tho Trustees'answer to this is

"A lie and they know it." We here submit one p roofof inproper interferencs,

which is only one of many that might be cited of grading contrary to the let

ter and spirit ofthe law, as the following letter will show^and fully proving our

charge:
[COPT.]

12th May, 1884.

Dbar Miss MoLiAir : I take charge ofthe grading of this boy, the bearer

and unlisss you show reason otherwise in peiion to-morrow I have to roques

that you immediately advance William Copp to your 6th grade.
Yours truly.
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[Sisjne.l] A. C. Smith, Scliool Tnistec*.

Wp uiiiy hrre .'idi for year further inr#nniiLion tfiat liistj^ctor (^ox f#ini'l

f 'Ultvvitli |'iiii(;i|iiil l'<nvl#i' for allotvia-, j)Ui»ii.H tu I'«< <.'i';i'lt'(l hoyoii.l their Jit-

tiiir'uuiiiH. Ml'. FtfwU«i h-iii I ill reply that Ijii h:i'l ii<i{iit»niH.tiv'<j in tlie miitter,

as the 'rruKtei'MHH''Uvn"(il th«t they lia<l the lt'<^*l ri;_'lit of |)lncini» pupils in

gindcs wil-liout coiissukin*; tht> I'linciipiil ;is tn tii^ir utt.iiniiientH, uiid hnvti

acted 'U tlial assujipfion for vftur.s up ict th;it tiiiic*, iis in one insiaiico th«
ul»ov« hitter shcm-.-.. IiH{)e(!ior Cox thtni instiiiotcl Principal I'^vvUrto allow

Jjlio i)upil Lo h« piuced ill uny giJuU) heyond his uttJiirimfntH, Mr. hovvl«»r*«

' hiivini: ouiritvl out. the iniitiuciions ©I" thff lns[i*c.tur i» tii« mtiu oau.se ot Iiis

- (hsiiiirtsiil hy tha 'I'l Htees.

No. .J. We cliiiri^ad th'^ Tri.Htfi»s with mtwrOreiif!* with the propor dis-

cipline of Kcliooh and tiio duties and privih-^jre)* of Tejirhers.

Sec. Si') iu;ikp-s it ttirt duty f»f .'I I'e/airher to iuiiinriiiii proper order ami tlisci-

Ijline ill the soliool. Tlie Board •f Kiluciitiftu (•peats that dniy tjii pn.;*i 01 mi'

the Mamia,!, i ss 1. In I'eg. l''J (7) and at th« ••lti.»,n of |>Aij?( (>'> the Board of
Education, "iii order to <Miuble th- Teacher to maintain [iropar unil.jint disci-

plin*"', Mitlmiizts u»<l enipow«is the Teachir "» adoftt suck punishmeut us

ihe ca.s« i-eallj warrants." The lioai'd of J]ducati«B wistdy leaves it to the

strict duriDt go'**! Ja l;{iu.iiit of tks Teacher to chfia.s») Lh« uiwdt oi piini-ihme«t. The
and mon»v<i TeHch:*r may use (v»rp«r*l piuiiih.jient, conlineniftut at recess or after school

hourri, so loii!^ xn tlie punisliintat i« itillict« I in a proper spirit, as (Icfi.itd by
tho Board •f k Incuion. We the (Jo'iimittee hoi 1 that the teacher Itas a wido
fiel'l here, un>l riglitly .s/) d' proper ordtr »ad discipline are t» l>« ui'\iiitai«Bd.

Then a^ain in graded sclio#ls, SLich as in this diKtricc, t»ach'^rs have ntuther
vorj'- 8ucce-?.si'iil ina le of [)unisli.afaD, viz., throu^li or l)y the priuoip li of th ;

Bchools. The f»llowiii;i letters are prtois of iniproprr iat»rter'.-)nc.? vrith tho

tlutits and f)rivilog<?s ()'l\'ae iters by rmstods as by ih-i ab>/e deiinifiod.

Innj, 1884.

88et8i*n, al8(

p«rty (n«T»
necessary, a

•t I n«tioe.

Psponsibiiiti

us f cai

' to th* pre
iees.

nd that the

00 only, ano
i«c.74 nuke!
e election cr

thwith give

strict durioj
and moneys
Y requires «

on the b«nd«
for the en

ect«f tkeir

"of of their

> kn«w," Ac
not f«r the

es shall visit

ters and thi

iistrict twid

lentsot Sec.

•r to this is

aterferenc*.

to the let

proving our

kfay, 1884.

tke bearer

to roques

[copies.]

% llith ilay, 18S4.

';j Dear Mi.ss ilcdji:i.y : My children have j"iist r*tiirned froai school. ':\©use

"i»H no aiiconnt detain my children at any time, either durin;^ recess or after

the usual time •fclosiii«j y«*ur department, 4 o'clock. Yours truly,

[Sign*J.] A. C. Smith, School Trustee.

14th Oct., 1884.

Dear Miss McLkax: I new* a b«y t« request y«u to send Meddie home a/

once, but was informed tiiat you did not intend Uttinu' him co.aie as I directed.

If you care to let me know tha offence for which you detained Meddie 1 shall

foel obliged. At present I aai inclined to believe the *fleHCO was very trivial.

Iw the Meantime, Yours in haste,

[Signed] A.C.Smith.
'" ''-^^ " Nov. iUti*, 1884.

To Miss McLean. - /

At H meeting of the Board of Trustees, held on the 7th Inst., it was resolved

that there shall be no detention of pupils in the Academy in future (except
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in tho casH of tho l'riii('i|ia!, vvh« U iiilow^il IK mimilf's) uTut 4 r.M.,tli^ usual

ImuroC closing; aU* lii«w teaob^i-M lo^ i«(|MHst;*'l to bo in thcAv roo.jis 10 ftiin-

itltM Itel'ore Lh« li«ur<)l'<)p«ni«;,',.s» ii.s to keep ordiM*; wiso that pupils b« />«r-

niilted U* rtnnain in IWh sobool room rlui'itifj recrssiii .stor uy <la_Ts i\ Ihei/ choose

to retnuin,

[Siftu'ij] A. (J. S,MITU, Sac'y of rrusteeiH.

Mu. Fovvi,KR, Dhar Si»: I hifft 8H«t Ali'JJa.ssi ly loi' the— vVii lard .Sincilair.

l'I.^tts« dvliver" him to him. 1 vrisb you vr^ukl kindly stt^p dovrn '-o my •lti(i»

at 4 o'(!i»ck aad Wrin;,' \Tith y»u the i^y oihor hoys 1 n»mod in my letLer.

l't«»Hs«j{iv<e tluH y«ur atleniitn, an I •hli^e,

[.Si^n«d| A. ('. S.MITU, 8cho.jl I'vui^tee.

N«v. 10th, IS.S4.

I'iii?f jii'Ai- Foiff.iii, A B, DKiitSiR: Til'- rrii*ii»n< luv« decidod that thor'^

shall t»« HO uioi'w dot*»cio!i cf |»U|mIs aftti- tii« usual U)ui' of oiwsm^, 4 i'. .Vl.

But 30 aainutes Rxtra tiiu" i>« allovrsd youi' dep.irtment. The Janitor ha**

ordArs to ol«ar tk* rooms sharf) oit ti««, ex(^ept yours as above. Y«u are of

o«urso awai-« thai nodetentitn during uiomrtni* ai i\ice»i is permitttd by the

Board. The •nly exception is» in «*»« of children vrlao may vriah to romain in

dnrina: Mi-^rmy days, in vrhich case they shall have the pi'iviiegt. I'he B»ard
ilirticts that there shall be no punishment of pupils in oth«r(l(*parrmdntd tha*
his «wn by the Principal, unless in •xtreute cases. This the result of ooui-

plaiats mad* by parent.s. Youri truly,

[Signed] A. C. iSiiiTF, Sto'y ©f Trustees.

P. S.—I wish tffl add that the Board expectH the Principal to taak« theHi
aware of any infringement, of the •rder that pupils shall not b« detained dur-
ing reces.s. We have take» legal advice in the aiatter, and will enf«rc« the
rule. We hav« reports •fits violation i» the .\c*demy, and coming under the
head vf ^^gvsA •gleet of duty."

[Signed] A. C. S.

Reg. 28 makes it the duty •f the 'LVustoes to require pupils to b* obedient
to their instructors and to conform to tha rules of tlie school, in tho taoe of
this Kefulution we have many instances of pupils in our schools encouraged
in their disobedience to thoir toachorsand noM-conformity to the rules ot the
bchool by the 'J'rustoes' oraers, putting their Teachor to open defiance and
quoti:7;g tho Trustees'orders to tkoii leacher in advance of thoir Teachers
knowledge of tke existence of thoso orders, thereby making it itapossiblo for

a time to maintain propor order and disciplino, ooing thus oncouraijod in

their rebellion.

No. 6. As wo have the decision of the Attorney General, which proves the
correctness of this charge under this head, we will oflcr little or no additional
proof, as the Board of Education hat sustained this charge respectiujj Teachers'
agreements, illeijal termination ot contracts, &c. h is the duty of Trustoos to
procure seals and duly execute agreements as the regulations direct. The
Board ofTrustees have not done so.

No. 7. For the proet of the justness and truthfuhiess of this charge see

fif'piit^jMf,
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A. (,'. Siiiitli'.s Iett#^r (;«pi(<| luMoin uivlotr tli« H«cntul ho;ul, aiiil ohsiMve ...

a(!kiioffl«(l«inont in sunl UsttHp of his haviiij; done vrliiit wo .-li ir^'...l i.jjiHiiiHt

him or tlioin, tli« Trustees, »•/., tlir .l«Mtt«»v n;; thc! roi-onls of tli*" Hourd •'

Tfusttes, and il'Sinitfj is ro ho hwliefft'l tlu« this flmc«« is aU« fully siismin*».l
on his (Smith's) own ftvidonci*.

Xo. S, In 'So. « wf^ rh;ir«.'<'(l tijrt Trustoj^s with hiivmur miide, !ii>|)iii#'ntly

without cauiK', a wholesale (h.sniissal ol' Teaokeis, \a:. i' or proof ot thisHcf
lnsj)»'otor '.'tix's r*'|i«i t t« B«anl of I'rusta.-i ; als* his Ust j)ul*li(i and i.rmi.'il
r^|)«rt; aisn his jinv/iKt rei)ort t« the ('hii'r.Siii»<*nMi«nd»nt of IC'lucation

; and
lastly. ««e tho ;imoiMJts gf Mr. Kowl^r'g, Miss iawson's ari-l •llier IVa«ih«r«'
drafts paifl out of the I'rftvitiiiial /^rant a» Kanit mon«y, i»i adcUiion to th«M-
re^'ular license all#vranoe,and it, will o« (|UiLH wTidcit. that such diHmissal.s aio
causeless. un(!all(u| fir. and d«tri!ii(»ntai to rli« l)e.-.t w«lucai iainl interestM of
the district; and tli« Trustees having fxMsistenily wlthll^^l lh«ir reusona
omsts th« cauimittee, ratepayars and teacilmrs to believe there is no .suflicicni

ground for such disu)iftsals, and we are supported in that htdiof liy the over-
whehiiinf t«stim»ny in favor •four preseat te«it'nin;r staff as ahoye <juo*,(Mi.

helieviagas vre do that our char^'ts arf well sustained and supjoi-teci, pleas*
*llow us t«call your attention t« Sec. (54, the declaration of^lKct-^^fa i'rustee

;

al8» to tlip la.-t purigra[»l: of 'I'eacher's a^rreeueBr, Htjg. 2, and also to the
Trustees' oath m their seni M»ual r<*i)ortw iothe(-'hi»t Suj)erintendent, and
you will find the following :( I) 1 will inly and laithlullj,to the bostot mv juUg-
inwnt and ability, <lischarj« th.^ duties of School Trustee. (2) We find that
tlie Tru8t*es,in addition to tins declaration, enter into a soiomn and bindnig
contract, undor their signuturo and their corporate seal, niutu dly with the
Toacher, the other party to the contract, tiinding thems'dves hat they shall

be im all respects suliject to the provisions of tiie school javr an4 the ro^ulations
therounder ma«l« by th^ Board of Education ; iin«( (o)vve lind these Trustees,

or by and through their Secretary, inakin;»an oatk, twice in tvTelve months,
saleninly sw«aring before a J. P. tUat ilie schools undor then- caro were sup-

ported and controlled in accor<lance with the ScUoel Law and tiia rtgulations

therounder ma«ie hy the Board of Education.
In vien of the utter neglect, on tho pait of the 'Irustees of this di»trict,anil

the non-tulfilment of the i-equireuient« of th(j School Law and regulations, aa

specitiod and proven by the foregoing, who would not sympathize wuh our
conscientious, diligent and faithful Teache-is, io their oiiorts to conduct their

schools in confor»itj with th» Act and regulations, in the face of th* i: legal

interferenca on the part of the Boanl of Trustees? And w* tho committee
conseioBtiously believe that wo express the opinion of the great majority of

the ratepayers of this district when we say that should the present Board t-e

sustained anil continued in ottice, notwithstandiag their illegal acts,andtfa<U!l(i

they employ an entirely now stafi of Teachers, it would only be to haTe a re-

petition of similar results, as the Trustees have not tho Educational interests

ol the district at keart. We have the honor to be,

Your obedient serrants,
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[Siv'iiod I'i. \mk .Sthkbt,
I

\V. I'knv, M,'ommitt«i«.

C. S. KiMHAT,
I

Oil tin* lull Ai»ril tho Trustees served I'urther notices ol'

(lismiKsiil on Misstis Luvvkou unci McLcjin, and we thereupon
addressed the following letter to the Chief Superintendent of

Education.
NKvr(jA»Ti,i.;, MirHniichi, X. B., April 13th, 1885.

tl^w/. dfckel, AV/., Cliief Superintendent oj Kilnniti>>n, Frederictun, N. If.

I)uau .^iu: Tho Truiite^s^rtliis, NnwuaslU No. 7, fJistrict hare servtiU noti-

oeM on tke t\Tola(ly t«ucher«, Muiteti M^jLsun aud Lawdcn, conc«ruin^ whoflA

(contracts we harr; hvtt^ly corrospondod \Tith y»u. and which laiter you liave

decided do n<*b ex[)irQ until 3l<t Dec;., 1885, aaid notice'^ Irtf'oriuin^ theiA that
notwithitaadin^ your decision the Trutibens hare ceacludrd to act as if the
contract.4 exfiiied o« tkn liOth April iaiitHnt.

We enclosu cepy nl'Botice si*rv«il en Miss McLean,that serred •n Miasl^aw-

Hon is similar, and we bej that you will take itnmf^diate actien in the matter,
an w(' iear this action ef thtt Trustees will result in Involving this district in

litigation aT>d uxfiense ; and tht) date on which the Trustees claim that the
Teachers' contracts vtill expire is mow drawing close, and the matter ou^ht to

be (lelinitely settled witheut delay.

The In8]»ccter for this district, Mr. ICersereau, has been iurni&lied by us
with preotH sustainiif the charges made by us against tke Trustees, and we
preNume ho has reported tko .same to you, together with the facts connected
with the actien ol' tke Trustees when tke latter were requested toaaswer said

charjes. We hare the hoaor te be, Sir,

Your obedieat servaats,

E. Lbi Stkkbt, ] Ratepayers'
[teignea] Wm. Fenn, ^C«maiittee.

" C. S. Ramsay, J

Copy of notice served on Miss McLean, referred to in above
letter.

[cePT.]

Newcastle, N. B., 11 tk April, 1885.

To Miss Annie McLean, Teacher.

By notice bearing date 10th March, 1885, yeu were informed of eur inten-
tion to terraiaaie your contract with us em the 30th day of April, 1885. Net-
wichstanding the opinioa of Chief Superiateadeat ef Educatioa, th«t we can-
not terminate said contract uatil tke 31st Dec'r, 1885, we, actiag uader tba
best lef«l adviee to be obtained in the Province, hare decided to consider
said cont\'act as terminated oa the date specified m our aforesaid notice
of 10th March, tJiZ.,or» </i« 30th day of April, 4. Z?. 1885. Of this our iaton-
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hall, ua the iJOth Way of Ajjril,

fHalaryth**n «(ii(> >ou.
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evasive reply.
FuKDkKicTON, April loth, JS85.

, W. Fcnit, Esq., Jiafepaijers' Committee,
le.

r takcknovrladgo the recaij)t at yaur coin-
to tme di.stuin.'^al of MIsbch McLean and Law-
»l Diltrict, and your copy of the notice »rhich
III rtt>Iy I I eg ta atatethat I huvn a<idresHed
on tke 8ubja(:t,and raquented tkani ta furniflh
the Jchool Act, with theficmids upan which
nchlra. 1 am, Your obadiant servaat,

VVm. CuocKKT, Chief Supt. Educatian.

Ap/il, copy oi' proofs of charges fur-

to/he Chief Superintendent. Fol-

[COPY.]

Frrdkricton, April 20th, IHS.j.

E. Lee Street, Esq., C.S. liam^L Esq., W. Fenn, Esq., Ratepayers' Committee,
School District No. 1, Netf^a\tle.

(ji'.XTLEMHN : I have thejtionbr ta acknawledfe tha recaipt of yaur com-
municatioK af 15tk inst., t6£et|ar with a oapy of yaur charges against the
Trusteea which yau forw*rded( to the Inspector.

In your cammunicHtpn yoW request me ta call a geaeial meating af the
ratepayara in order ttfkt "they may legally decida whether tha presant Trus-
teea ara worthy tkaiTanfidaiica af those wka elected thani."

In reply I bag t<?^tate that tlia calling af a mooting for suck a purpoae, or
tha di'<cu8si(»n pf.iftuch a quyHtian as you propasa, would ba iiragular. Yau
have alreadj^ taken the stafpa protidad by Law for obtaining redress in the case
of Tru8tp«*8 failing or reiusing to perform their duties. Tho Inspector, to

whony^our charges ware referred, has Made a written request of tka Trustees
to jp'erform then- duty/ If they refuse to comply with hia raq«ost, ha is eui-

pdwerad to dismiss tjpfem and to appoiat otkors in their stead.

J [Sig»ed] I hata tke honor to be,

/ Your obedient serrant,



C)l)

VVm. Crocket, Chief Supt Education.

Not having been able to obtain any reply from the Inspector

to our last communication, we addressed, the iollowing mem-
orial to the Chief Superintendent. It will speak for itself »,nd

give a full account of our proceedings, as well as of those of the

Inspectoi at this stage.
Nkwo/stle, S.B., Apiil 2.'>rd, 1885.

Wm. Crocket, Esq., Chief Superintendent ofEducation, Fredericton, N. B.

Dbar.*^'ir: As tou »!•• awar«, we sent a memorial to the Board of Educa-
tion, March 18th, uU., cotainiug chargen against the Trustees of this District,

No. 7, Newcastle, vfhich you sent to Inspector Mersereau on the ;>{)th, ac-

Gonjpanied by your letter of instructions to him, to ptoce^'^d thorowith under
Ke-^. 67 of the School Manual.
On receipt of your nistructions the Itifpecfcor served a copy of our memorial

on the Board ofTrustees, and on the 2nd inst., he recoirad from t.hHit their

reply thereto, acopy ot which marked No. 2 is mailed herewith.

The Inspector not being satisfied with the Trustees" answers, daterminod
on a personal investigation, accusers and accused "face to face.'' Ho, there-

fore, notitied us to meet him simi the Trustees at his oflBce, at 3 o'clock P.M.,

Saturday 4th inst. We, tke Committee, attonded to the Inspector's request,

and.were at his oiiico "sharp on time." The Trustees vrero not thoro, but the

Inspector showed us the Trustees' reply to his official request, said reply be-

ing written on the hack of said request and returned, a copy of which marked
T^o. o, is horewitk transmitted. Remark the f/ro.ts insult.

'The Comatittee remained a*^^ the Inspoctwr's office till 5 P. M., but the Trus-

tees aid not put im an appearance. Not willing to take any advantage of the
Trustees by claiming judgment by det;^ult, we consented to submit to the
Inspector, in writini;, proofs of our charges. This we did on the 6th inst., as

per a copy mailed to you by us some time ago, and which we will here desig-

nate as No. 1.

Un theStk inst , we servod on the Inspector a new and separate charge
against th6 Trustee.s, for non-preaervatien of the Minutes of Annual and
special School Meetings, «feo., as per copy, herewith enclosed, marked No. 4.

On the l3th inst. we receivetl from the Inspector his reply to our charge
of the 8th, as per copy enclosed, luarked N^o. 5.

On the IGtk we received from the Inspfdor (through the P. 0.) his letter

to us of the 9t'a, a copy, marked No. 6, enclosed.

On the 16th inst., we handed to the Inspector our request to give as his de-
cision on all our charges, as per copy herewith enclosed, marked No. 7. The
Jnsi)ector promised to give u-> his answer on Saturday, the 18th inst.

lie went to Chatham on visitation on Monday, without tubmit-
tiwg bis reply, and u^ we were infornieal he was to be some days absent, and
thinking he aiighc perhaps have forgotten to leave it with us, we «ent one of
our committee to Chatham, Monday evening, to recoireii. But the Inspector
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po»itiv«ly r«*tu8«'tl to give us ai(»ply, and gave as his rewsoii fur relusal: ^'In-

spector Landrij advined it>e not iu ijive the coDimit/eea reply. I am uj'rald of the

Trustees. The Trustees mUjht prosecute me ifl gave my opinion on the proofs
of the Committee's charyes, and I won't do it, and Mr. Landry, the Inspector, ad-
vises me to pay no attention to the request of the Committee, and J loitl do ms he
advises and I will yive no reply, ''

d'c.

The Inspector has als« failed t« take any action in tht matter of examina-
tion of the Records., to see wln;tli«f or not the minutes of the Annual and
Special School Meetinjjs ot thia District have l)e«n preserved; and, in short,

appears to us to bn inclined, bo^h by word and deed, to defend the Trustees
in their illegal deinirs rather than to ext^rcise the povrers imposed aad oon-
lerred upon him by law. He could compel the Trustees ta coajply with
the Law and regulations, cr make them make room for these who wnuid.
You will alse notice h<- made some requests on the Tru*tee«, but diiJ not d»-
termino a time for their answer to be in his hands, which left the'JVustees full

power to neglect, and he was thus unabU to ascertain their inteations respec-
ting the requests made, while other and mest iijtportant matters h« has passed
over unnoticed, an<l then, unintentionally we hope, encourages the ''ruetews to

trample under foot the requirements of the vSchool Law and Regulations.
Hence we are compelled to appeal to you, as tbe proper authority having

the power to make School otfic*rs exercise their powers and perform their

duties ; and in order to enab'c you to form your opinion on ^he nature ot our
district school difficulties, we have submitted enclosed cflrrespondence to you,
belit»ving you will render every necessary assistance that you legitimately c*h
''to nip in the bud" the cause of our difficulties an 4 eradicate the Ciiuoor that

threatens lo gnaw the very vitals out of the best educational interests of the
Town.

Excuse us for venturing the opinion, but wo believe that unless you use
your best influences and the authority yon by law possess in your official

capacity, and forthwith cause a check to the iiiegal and despotic acts of the

Trustees ot this District,co*iplicalions itmy arise therefrom that may afiecfe the

entire School System of New Brunswick.

We, therefore, humbly but urgently request that you direct the Inspector

to poiform the duties and exercise th« powers inaposea and conferred upon
him by law. Sec. 67 of the Manual, and direct him to uiake tke following re-

quests on the Trustees of this District, No. 7, Newcastle:

Ist. To put all fencesandouthouses, <kc.,in proper or ier as soon as the snow
disappears, and have the whole completed not later than first of June, 1885.

2nd. To file their Secretary's bond at once in a sum at least equal to the

district assessment for the year, and also request that the said Secretary at all

times hereafter during hi.H continuance in office keep the Records, Accounts

and Monies of the Board. (Sec, 74.)

Srd, To begin at once and continue to make monthly visitations of all

schools in this District. (Sec. 73,4.j

4th. To comply in all respocti witk the law relating to the proper grading

of the schools in tho District. (Soc. 73,2.)
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Oth. Request the Ti ustee-s •f this District to iMmediatply recall any enler or

oixle)8, regulation or regulations, niadw by them which in any nay illegally in-

tei;i'eres nith th« Teachers' duties and privileges respecting the fovernmont
and discipline of schools, and particularly to recall thair order or regulation

made Nor. 7, J 884, as such order is a violation ot the requiroments of Law.
Sees. 86 and 89 and Kegs. 22, 2') and 28. (.See copy of said ordei- in our Mem-
orial No. I, in Education efiice.)

6th. Laatly, requ»st the Trustees to immediately recall and cancel any
notice or notices of illegal termination of Teichers' contracts, and thus save
this district fr»m the annoj'awco and expenses that may arise from litigation

which no»v threatens this district, owing to the illejjal terinin:itien ofMiss Law-
sen's and Miss McLean's contracts ; and plea-e, also, direct the Inspector to

give the Trustees no more than 24 hours te submit to him their answers as to

whether or not tkey will comply. And alio pleaso direct the Inspector that,

if the Trustees fail, neglect or refuse to submit their answers to him nitkin

24 kours after service ofsaid requests upon them, or if in the ca«e of notice of
refusal on the part of the Tru«tees to perform all (sr either ot the above duties,

or exercise their powers as Trustees in mH,n«er specili«>i, to proceed against
said Trustees as Law directs. S*ic. 67 and 66 «f the Manual.

Lastly, please direct the Inspector to forthwith examine the Records of this

District, and satisfy himself and the ratepayers as to whether or not the
Trustees hare preserved the minutes of all Annual and Special 8(?hool Meet-
ings, 80 that there may be no legal doubt as to the c. nnection of the present
Trustees with the Corporation.

Since writing the above your esteerae(i favor of 'nst. has been received
and contents noted. We entirely agr^e with your opinion respecting the
irregularity of holding a meeting for the purpose at first conteiiJi)iated by us,

and we believe we have taken the proi)er steps to compel the Trustees to

perform their duties and exercise their powers according to Law and Regula-
tions—provided the Inspector performs his duties and exercises his powers.
(Sec. 67.) His neglect or refusal, however, to make the requests, &c., under
Sec. 67, compels us to apply to you for redress.

Wo would respectfully refer you to communication No. 6, a.? to the requests
made by the Inspector on the Tru-itees, an I aisi t-> ou'.' ilr5;n )rial N >. 1 and
the Trustees' Memorial Nc. 2, as to the requests that should have been made
by the Inspector, we taking it for granted our chargetj are well sustained.

We have the honor to be.

Your ot^edient servants, *..<:^ [Signed] E. Lee Street,
]

:^ " ^ " C.S.Hamsay, ^Committee.
'" =
«' ''" Wm.FHXN,CperC.L.S.) J

Following are the documents referred to in above communica-
tion as numbered 4, 5, 6 and iT. The documents referred to as

No. 1, 2 and 3 will be found above, and have those numbers
affixed to them. . „ . .,,,
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^t: voA.sTLK, N.B., 8th April, 1885.

G. W. Mersereav, Esq., A. Ji., Insj^eiicr of Schooh-.

DkauSir: Having in our ineti-omul ot the 6th of April, ]88r>, suhstuntiat^'cl

our charges eei loith in our menio^al to the lioard of Education, ISth Mar.-'h

ult., it is our further duty herein toXformuiato and serve upon you ;• new,
pf'pnrate and distinct charge a<.'ainsti|;he Trustees of this Distiict, No. 7, New-
cats iWy viz.: V\'e huvfr information, on good and leliabie authoriiv, that the
Trustees of this district have not prelerved the aiinutes ot the Annual and
Special Meetings of this district, andjh«nce the continuous succession of the
Board cf'J'rustees cannot be trpced /n an uninterrupted line ironi the iirsn

organizatien, Jany, 1872, down to the present Boarci. The Ceiumittee there-

fore do hold that no legal Board of Trustees exists in this district, and do here-

by request you to examine into the records of tiiis disti'ict, and should you
be unable to trace the succession ofth(^ Bo.'ird of Trustees in an uninter-

rupted line from January, 1872, to date, that you forthwith, m your official

capacity, report the same to the Board of Education, and obtain their auth-

ority (Sec. 57) to hold a meeting ol the ratepayers of this district lor the pur-

pose of organiz-ng, &c., &c.
[Signed] E. Lei*: Strket,

*

'• W. Fexn, ^Committee.
(( C. S. Kamsay,

NO. D.
' Newcastle, April J3;h, 1885.

Messrs. E. Lee Street, Wm. Fenn, and C. S. Ramsay.
Dear Sir: J beg leave to state that J am in receipt of the following letter

from the Chief Superintendent, in answer to my note enclosing your com-
munication of iheSthinst. : "In reply to your communication o*' 8tb inst.,

•'relative t® your duty in resjvict of the records of Boards ofSchool Trustees, I

"beg to call your attention to Reg. 41,3, where you v/ill find it specified. It

"seems to me that your duty so faraa it is concerned with :he lequestmade of

"you in tiae memorial (herein returned) relates only to the legal standing of

"th ' present Board. You will have to ascertam whether each member of the

"Board was properly or improperly elected. This" you can do trom the min-

"utes of the School xvleetings at which they were respectively elected, and
"which should be in your own possession."

This is the letter in full, except date and signature. I shall be happy to

show you the letter at any time you may be pleased to call at my office.

,
I, ;

• I have the honor to be,

V
• Your obedient servant,

•i:^^ . Geo. W. Mhrsereau.
\:.

'•;'
.'r-'^^v;,::'

"

NO. 6.
'

Newcastle, April 9th, 1885.

Messrs. E. Lee Street, Wm. Fenn, and C. S. Ramsay.

Gentlemen: In answer to your memorial of the bth inst., I beg leave to
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state that I haveumJe the following requests of the Trustees ofSchool District

No. 7, Newcastle, Northumberland Co.,viz. : That they put all school fences,

outhouses, etc.. in this district in proper order as soon as the season will per-

mit. That they forthwith direct their Secretary to file a bond with tho Sec'y-

Treas. •f this County in a sum at least equal to the assessment of this year.

That they comply with Sec. 73 (4) in respect to monthly visitation. That
hereafter they attach the corporate seal to all Teachers' agreements. And
that in the grading of pupils, and in matters of discipline, they give the
Teachers of this District such advice and assistance as shall promote the effi-

ciency of the schools under their charge.

1 beg to acknowledge recwipt ot your communication of the 8th inst., and to

st«<te that I have forwarded a copy of the same to the Chief Superintendent of
Education, with the request that he instruct me as to what action (if any) it is

necessary to take in the matter. I have the honor to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

Geo. W. Mbrsebeau.
NO. 7.

Newcastle, N. B., April 16th, 1885.

G. W. Mersereau, Esq., A. B., Inspector of Schools.
Dear Sir : On 6thinst.,we provided you with a memorial or document ;n

which WO answered the replies of the School Trustees of this District No. 7,

and oflered proofs ©f onr charges against said Trustees, as per our memorial
of 18th ult., to the Board of Education. We have not yet received your
answer as to whether or not you consider our said charges sustained. Please,

therefore, at as early a date as convenient, let us know your decision in tho
matter, specifying particularly, (1) what charges you consider substantiated
by proofs offered

j (2) which, if any, of said charges are in your opinioh not
proven, and oblige. Yours truly,

[Signed] E. Lbe Strbbt,
< Wm. Fenk, j-Committoe.
«• C. S. Ramsay,

To this memorial we received the following reply, which is

ill reality an admission by the Chief Superintendent of Educa-
tion, that the power of the Trustees is greater than his or of the

Board of Education.
[copy.]

Frederictow, N. B., April 27 th, 1^85.

E. Lee Street, Esq., C. S. Ramsay, Esq.,Wm. Fenn, E8q.,Raiepayers^ Committee,
Newcastle.

Gbntlembn : 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com -

munication of 23rd inst., with accompanying copies of papers from No. 2 to 7
inclusive, all relating to the school difficulties in Newcastle.
In reply I beg to state that this department has already done all that it is

empowered by law to do. It has mstructed the Inspector to proceed as direct-

-^. y

t.-^^HoavkfiNitt^

^

^;^

¥M
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se oKfailure or refusal on the pare of Tiusteps to pprforin
to exeri^isH, if need be, the power* conferred upon him. The

jaaireported tKkt he has carried out his instructions, and has for-

warded a copy, of his written request, served upon the Trustees, calling upon
• them to perform their duties, together with their reply to the same. In their

-I (M mM, fw-pgi^]^ theTrUSte^s pioniisle to perform the duti«« required of them, ffere

._.„ <^he Inspectors aiitiwrity; as well as that of the Board of Education, ceases.
Should the Trustees railto keep their promise the Inspector may, if satisfied

that such is the case, dismiss ithem and appoint others in their stead.
The irrelevnt mattec wfcpcl^ has been imported into th« case, and even the

undignifiied replies whichK^irtome Instances the Trustees have made to the
.» Inspector's cominuQiDftfions, a|^ matters beyond the cognizance «f this de-
partment. } 'Am, \pilr obedient servant, ,

[Si3fte«f' Wm. Crocket, Chief .Supt. Education.

N ' "We, the 0ommittei^(jg^ done all in our power, as will be
%een by tK^ volnmiric^Ja^ocuments we have forwarded to the
Chief Saperintende|;kt of Education and the Inspector ofSchools,

to csLTij out the httentions of the Ratepayers as expressed in

the r/solutioiv-l^ssed at their meeting "to take such steps as

may'be necessary to have a legal meeting 'called at which the

Trustees cttn be dealt with in proper form." We regret vp^e

have not succeeded in our endeavors. We have done every-

thing possible to have such meeting cal^d, but without suc-

cess. It would appear that such arbitf^nr power is vested in

a Board of Trustees, by tie provisioBf^^o^he School Law, that

the Trustees of any district, dur^Ug.Hwr term of office, can act

^ .^^%s they see fit, in either viola|iaiMi^ire interests, feelings, senti-

ments or wishes^^afll^ ^B^^a^^lSefy are supposed to represent,

^n3^attHhat'^2CnJ»Hloiie b]MjK^ people is to induce the Inspec-

tor to request theTfuste^s' in writing to do anything the Law
requires themjtff »©; and which they may have omitted to pbf-

form, aiidthen the Trustees can perform such duties, all they

have done or left undone before stands good, and the people

have no remedy until the regular school meeting, when they

can depose one of the Trustees and elect another in his stead,

leaving a majority of Trustees still able to do what seems right

in their own eyes

!

r r - '

Still, we think, our labors have not been in vain if we have
,|^^te«ucceeded in proving how the Law actually stands, what pow-

tefi-

^: '-^'
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ers are vested in the Trustees, and how necessary a thing it is

for the ratepayers of a District to attend the yearly school meet-
ings and elect to the responsible position of Trustees only such
men as will work, not in their own interests, or in accordance
with their own views, but who will do their best for the cause
of education and the interoots of the ratepayers and will recog-

nize and respect the rights, feelings, and sentiments of Teach-
ers.

It has not yet been made known by the Trustees, on what
grounds the teachers at the Academy were dismissed. In spite

of all our efforts on their behalf the Teachers had to leave.

When it was found that Misses Lawson's ai:^d McLean's con-
tracts did not legally terminate till 31st Dec, 1885, the Trustees
found other means of getting rid of them. Miss McLean was
dismissed for "gross neglectofduty," she having left her school
for a few days to attend the sick bed of a near relative, having
been summoned thither by a telegram. Hiss McLean left a sub-
stitute, fully competent to take her place, and notified the
Trustees ofher intention of leaving. Still they dismissed her
for ''^ross neglect ofduti/' ! Miss Lawson w^as disposed of by be-

ing offered a school of a lower grade than that she had been
teaching. Of course she would not accept this school, and so

the ChiefSuperintendent informed her she had no further claim
on the Trustees, and she had to leave. With regard to the real

causes of the Trustees' dismissal of these Teachers, though we
have never heard that any reasons have been given by the
former, we believe we, and the public generally, can form our
own ideas on the subject from the correspondence we append
hereto. Said correspondence will also be of interest as showing
the arbitrary conduct of the Trustees, their meddling interfer-

ence with internal arrangements of the school s,and their un-
pleasant and discourteous treatment of the Teachers generally.

We may here remark that, while we have used the word
Trustees, throughout our report, we have done so because the

whole Board is legally responsible for the endorsed action of any
one of its members, but w^e consider only one of the Trustees,
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he who is the most conspicuous in all the Board's transactions,

to be really responsible and blameable for the present unsatis-
factory state of affairs.

The following correspondence shows how the Trustees finally

effected their purpose of getting rid of Misses McLean and Law-
son. It also proves that the Board of Elducatiou was either

powerless to assist those ladies, or else that the Chief Superin-
tendent lent himself to assist the Trustees in their unworthy
work. *

[COPY.]

Newcastle, 23r<l April, 1885.

To Miss Annie McLean, Teacher, Neiocafttle.

By letter bearing date 10th March, 1885, you wore inforraod of our intentioa
to terminate your contract sn the 30th April, 1885. We have bow to inform
you that not only shall your agroernent terminate or) the date so specified, but
you shall on that aforesaid date leave us under dismi^isal for gross neglect of

duty. The grounds of this dismissal are a; follows:—On the 16th ultimo you
left your post of duty, without seeking or obtaining our permission

;
you re-

mained away during not less than seven teaching days, during which tim«
your department was closed (except during the two olays in which it was oc-

cupied by an unauthorized substitute).

[Signed]

«

P. Hknnessv,
Jas. Falconer,
A. C. Smith,

The Trustees ofSchool District

No. 7, Parish of Newcastle,
County of Northumberland.

Newoastlb, April 23rd, 1885.

The Chi$f Superintendent oj Education.
Dear Sir : This morning I received a notice from the School Trustees, of

which you have by this time received a copy, tu the effect that lam dismissed

on the charge of "grosss neglect of duty," the grounds being that ''on the 16th

ult. I left my school without their permission and remained away seven
days."

True, I did so, but as the Doctor [Smiih] well knows I was called heme on
account of sickness and provider! a substitute holding a 2nd Class License (I

notified them of the fact through their Secretary), who taught two . and a half

days, and the Trustees themselves know best why she did not remain all the

time. However, I received my dismissal on the 10th ult. Enclosed you will

find the telegrami which called me home. I do t his simply tojustify myself.

Yours, etc,
*-' .:.*>:' [Signed] A. M. McLb43s.

'v''"-'- 'v;-; .^^*,hv.,..' .,.,', '

.
RBPLT.

Frbdbp.icton, N. B., April 27th, 1885.

Miss Annie McLean, Teacher, Newcastle, N. B.
Dear Madam : I beg to inform you that your School Trustees have fer-

'Iteflff^
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warded to this Department a copy of their letter of 23rd inst., which they
served upon3'Ou, notifying you to leave their service on 30th inst., for gross

neglect of duty. They charge you with leaving your post of duty on 16th ult.,

without seeking o/- obtaining their permisfiion, £nd aDsentiag yourself for a
period of reven teaching days, durinc which time your depa:-tment was closed

except for two days, when it was occupied by an unauthorized substitute. In

your letter to me of 23rd inst., acknowledii;ing the receipt of the Trustees'

notificatioa,you admit the charges, but explain the reason of your absence

—

serious illness in your family at home. ^ regret very much that; you did not
ask the Trustees' permission to absent yourself, Had you done so I have no
doubt that under the circumstances ic would have been granted, and thus you
would have been saved the humiliation of a dismissal. As they have chosen
t* dismiss y*u for reasons which can not be regarded in any other light than
as "gross ne{le<;t of duty"—sec. 73 (3), Manual of Schools Act, and Reg. 22
(12)- and as you have yeurself admitted the charges, there is no other course
left me than to sanction the dismissal. I am, Yours truly,

[Signed] Wm. CaoriET, Chief Supt:Educati«n.

MISS mclban's answer.
Newcastle, April 2Sth, 1885.

The Chief Superintendent of Education.
Dbar Sir: Pardon me for again, and for the last time, trespassing upon

your valuable tune, but your letter n^ceived this morning is my excuse. I

admit that I left my school in the hands of a competent substitute. I do not
admit the charge against me, as I was dismissed six days before 1 went away.
Th« only humiliation I feel in the matter is that I have ever had any dealings
with such men. I sever connections with them with great pleasure.

V , ' Yours, etc.,

[Signed] A. M. McLbaw.

We believe there is not a ratepayer in Newcastle who will
endorse the action of the Trustees in thus making capital out
ofthe misfortune ofthis young lady. She would indeed have
been guilty of "gross neglect of duty" had she not attended the
summons to the sick bed of a near and dear relative,and the Su-
perintendent's regret that she had not asked permission of the
Trustees to leave is quite unnecessary,for from Miss McLean's ex-

perience of those gentlemen she well knew they would only be
too glad of a pretext for giving her annoyance, and she would
have lost valuable time for nothing. So, after finding their

first notice of dismissal was illegal, the Trustees took an un-
manly advantage of the natural desire of Miss McLean to be
present with her apparently dying relative, and because she
went without consulting them, dismissed her "for gross neg-
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lect of duty," although she provided a fit and proper substitute
to take her place during* her absence.

WewouM have expected nothing betterfrom them.

Next is Miss Lawson's correspondence with the Chief Sup-
erintendent. He again shirks responsibility and endorses the
action of the Trustees,

NiwoAATLB, April 18th, 1885.

Tht Chief Superintendent of Education.
Dbab Air : W« the undersigned hare received information from the Com-

mittee, acting on behalf of the ratepayers of District No. 7, Newcastle, that
yeu ref^ard the second notice served upen us bj the Trustees as a dismissal
before termination of cencract.

Regarding it as such, will yeu now give us instructions relative to our ceurse
in the matter ? We have the honor to be,

Yours respectfully,

[Signed] Maby LAWsex,
« A. M. McLbaw.

P. S.—They have proved that they have no greunds for dismissiag me be-

cause thoy offered to enter upon a new contract with me dating from May lat

to continue until Dec. 31st., if I would take charge of the Department em-
bracing the 5th Standard, at my present rate of salary for teaching the 6th
and 7th Standards. M. L.

865. .„ ..^
,

,

.

^--'-^

Fridebioton, N. B., April 20th, 1885.

MisB Mary Lawson, Newcastle^ N. B.

Dbab Madau: In reply to your communication ef the 18th inst., signed al-

so by Mise McLean, I beg to state that my oorrespond^nce with the Trustees,

en the subject of the dismissal, is not yetoomiflete, and, therefore, I am nee

in a pesition to advise either of you.

I learn, however, from your letter, that the Trustees have revoked their

notic<* ef dismissal to you, by offering to retain yeur services till the sn d of

tne School Year, Dec. 3l8t.,on condition that you take charge of Standaril V.,

or the Department embracing that Standard, and at the same salary. If t&is

offer has been made to yeu, and you refuse to accept it, you have no further

claim en the Trustees.

You undertake in your contract to teach not a particular Department, but
a school in the District, and at a stated salary. The salary hat net been
changed, and, therefore, the terms of yeur contract are unchanged.

Yours truly,

Wm* Cboocbt, Chief Supt. of Education.

Nbwoastlb, April 25th, 1885.

The Chief Superintendent of Education.

Dear Sir: Inyour reply to my note of the 18th ult., yeu seem to imply

that you understand that the Trustees did not wish to consider my contract

^ <.

imv
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as terminated, if I would ncc(*pfc another posiMon in tho District.

()» the contrai'V tho con iitions on which the olFer vras made wore that I

Hhould ontor upon a new contract dating from May 1st. You iiaving decided
that tho exluting one (hd not then terminate, 1 confess I do not clearly see
how I could sign a new one.

Moreover, I made tho a;^reem<'nt, not to tak« charga of any Sohool in the

District, but to teach the 7th Grade, in answtrr to tliu advertiseaient v/hich I

have copio'!, and th« original hor« in my possession. There is only one 7th
grade in the District, that at present under myoh?rge. Your^, etc.,

[Signed] Mary Lawson.

W.\NTED—A Principal to take charge of tho Ilij^h school Departments,
Newcastle, Miramichi. References requireii, Ac. Also a Pemale Teacher,
qualified to teach tho 7th Grade. Ueferences re-quired. Engag<»inents to

date from Ist May.
CiiAULEt, Marshall, Hec'y t# Trustees.

*Iarch Hth, 1 883.

885. Frederictox, N. B.,April 27ih, 1885.

Miss Mary Lawson, Teacher, Newcastle, N. B.
Dear Mauam : In reply to your favor ot the 25th inst.,I heg to state that I

did not misunderstand youi former communication of the I8th inst. The ao-

tiorof theTrustees in offering to retain your services till Dec.31t.t,without any
change in your sajary, virtually revoked their notice of dismissal. You hav«
no claim, according to your contract (nor is any contract drawn up f«r a
Special Department or Grade), upon the Trustees to bo cantinued in a special

department.
It is true you applied to an advertisement for aTeacher for Grade VII., but

your contract does not specify any Departm«nt, and verv properly so, for it

has frequently b*en deemed advisable to transfer Teachers from one grade
to another, or«v«n to a different School. You do n»t require to sign any wew
contract, but if you refuse to take charge of Standard V., or aay other Stan-
dard or School, which the Trustees may assign to you, you have not, us stated
in my letter of 20th inst., to you, any farther claim upon ttiem.

Please road this communication to Mr. Fowler, who has written to me on
the same subject. 1 am, Yours truly,

[Signea] Wm. Crocket, Chief Supt Educati#i..

P.S.—I have forwarded a copy of the above to theTrustees. [Signed] W.C.

In conclusion, we wish to urge upon the ratepayers who are
lovers of fair play, justice and generosity, the necessity of their
taking in future a greater interest in school matters than has
heretofore been manifested by the public of Newcastle. At the
Annual School Meetings there are generally but very few pre-

sent, and thus the Trustees are allowed to do as they please,

elect whom they please to act with them on the Board, and

I
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manage things generally as they see fit, with the bad results

recently developed.
If the good name of the School District of Newcastle is to be

maintained, the ratepayers must see to it that the men who re-

[^resent them as Trustees are persons who will not take advan-
tage ofthe powers conferred on them to work out their own
ends and ultimately to bring the Public School system into

general disrepute.

We attach copies of correspondence between the Trustees and
Teachers.

Correspondence between Dr. A. C. Smith, one of the Board
of Trustees,and Miss McLean,Teacher at th« ''Harkins School."

[COPT]
Kewoabtli, Oct. 15th, 1884.

Bear Miss McLean : You will remember that at the time ef your engage-
ment you signed a contract for six nienths only. As you received no notice
of a termination of the contract at ube expiration of the aforesaid time, you
have continued in your present position. You came to us astranger, bringing
no letters of recommendation frem your former Trusteeb. The Board feel

it to be their duty to make a careful examination of your schoel from time to

time. I hare no doubt these examinatiens will prove satisfactory to us, in

which case we shall be happy to have you remain with us umtil the close of
next term. Ifctherwise we have a legal right to terminate the contract at

any date. Yours truly,

[Signed] • . C. Smith, School Trustee.

[COPT.]

A. a Smithf M. D., CM.
Dbar Sir : I did not reply to your note last evening, because I wished

first to refer to my agreement. If you look at your duplicate you will find

that the contract runs on from '*Scheol year to School year," and cannot
therefore be broken ''at any date" without the consent ef both parties. I

shall be happy co see "The Board" (?) er any member of it at any time they

may call at my school, and I have no doubt the novelty ef such a sight will

have a good effect on the children. However, I cannot help thmking it

strange it never before occurred to "The Board" (?) that I "came to them a
stranger and brought no references."

[Signed] Axnib MoLban.
Oct. I5th, 1884.

This letter goes to prove that the Trustees certainly did not

make monthly visits to Miss McLean's school, as we find her

referring to the threatened visitation of the "Board" as a nov-
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Most people will fail to see in the above letter, howeyer.any-
thing calculated to call forth the following reply

:

15th Oct., 1884.

Miss McLean : The exRtuination of t«-<lay is the result of frequent com-
plaints from parents about the manner in which your department, lind an-

other one, are being conducted, and were arranged for last Monday, at a timo
when you nnd I had no difficulty. This I can prove by reference to eur "min-
ute book"if you care to see it. I thought it well to netify you of our intention,

and ^ur reply received this morning is the most unladylike and gross insult

1 ever knew offered by a Teacher to the people^a representatives at a School
Board. I was not prepared to see eiven your haughtiness carried to such an
extent. Let me tell you that I deem it an honor to have associated with me
two Trustees who are honest and independent enough to do their whole duty
— tirst to the district aad then to the Teachers. Your agreement requires

you to teach a school "diligently and faithfully." If you are doing so you have
nothing to feur—if otherwise your contract is violated, and, in the interest of

the district, the Trustees will supplant you at any date, having no fear of law-

suits. It did •<';cur to the Board that you came a stranger and brought no
references. We knew it well when we engaged you for six months only. Two
of us ma«ile enquiries about your work in Campbellton at the time, and 1 shall

not hurt your feelings by telling you the replies.

Now for my own matter. Please let me know this P. JIf., whether you in-

tend to refuse to teach my boy to-morrow. If I receive no reply by tea time
I shall consider as bavins received a reply in the negative. I regret that you
and I should have such friction, and I regret your insult to my co-Trustees.

Unless you see fit to call in person to-day and express regret at your writing

as you did, I shall lay your letter before them and I shall report you to all

School Boards in the Province.

[Signed] A.C.Smith.

How very particular Dr. A. C. Smith is with regard to the
expressions and phraseology of oiAer;?cop/e .' The innocent ref-

erence of Miss McLead to the visit of the 'Board" as a pleasing
novelty, is in his eyes "unladylike" and "a gross insult" to "the
people's representatives,"—these words,in the Doctor's inimit-

able style, being heavily underlined. "We do not find the
worthy doctor so particular with regard to his own language—vide his memo to the Inspector when requested to meet the
Committee at his office, and also the expressions he makes use
of in answering the Committee's charges.

With regard to his insinuations of unfavorable reports on
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Miss McLean having been received fromCarapbellton.we knew
not who his correspondent there maybe, but following are the

opinions of the Trustees of Schools in that place :

[OOPT]

Campbellton, April 29th, 1885.

Dbar Miss MoLban : In reply to your enquiry respecting an assertion aiad*
by Dr.8mitb,that he bad received from the School Trustees ofCampbellton in-

loruiatioD unfavorable to vou as a teacher, I would say that I was a Trustee at
the time you left Cunipbelhon, and far neaily a year and a half thereafter,

and that I did not give Dr. Smith er any other of the Newcastle Sch««l I'-ub

toes any information whatever regarding your standing as a teacher. I nevu"
had an enquiry from him. Truly yeurs,

[Signed] J no. MoAlibtbr.
[OOPT]

Dr. Smith of Newcastle, Miramichi, neither asked fer ner received any in-

formation from me concerning Miss McLean's standing as a school teacher.

fSec'y
t« school Trustees,

District 1, Addingten,
Restigouche County.

Campbbllton, April 29th, 1885.

[copy]
Caltpso, April 2l8t, 1885.

Dear Misa Robinson : Your note of last evening to hand. In reply would
beg leave to say that, so far as I am aware, n« communication whatever ever
passed between the Trustees of Campbellton and those of Newcastle in refer-

ence to Miss McLean, either unfavorable or otherwise. 1 should be very
sorry, indeed, that she should be led to think so. Yours truly,

[Signed] John Main.

Other letters from Dr. Smith to the same Teacher will be
found in the copy of the document we sent the Inspector, con-

taining proofs of our charges against the Trustees.

The following is a copy ofa printed notice sent to Teachers

in this district.

2# , Teacher.

The Trustees of School District No. 7 have had under consideration one
mode of punishment—that of requiring pupils to remain in the School-room
during recess. I am instructed to inform you that the Trustees direct that

in future under no consideration shall a pupil be detained during even a por-

tion of the time allotted to recess. Yours truly,

[Signed] Cbas. Marshall, Sec'y toTrustees.

Newoabtlb, Oct. 3l8t, 1883.

Here is a letter to Mr. Fowler, dated 8th Jan., 1884, in direct

m f^^l^fy'i^^'
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contradiction to the above ordex forbidding teachers to detain

pupils during recess under no consideration.
8—1—4.

Mr. Fowi.br, Dsar Sib : I wish jou would be kind enough to oblige me b^
keeping in Willard Sinclair. 1 have a charge against kirn which I wish you to

investigate. I will be up at 4 o'clock. Please wateh himthmt he does not clear

out at recess. I want you it you please to keep in Mitphell Johnstone and
Jack Ingram as witnesses. Depemding on your attention to this, and that you
will MOt allow them to escape at recess, I am. Yours truly,

[Signed] A.C.Smith.

Here is a letter from Dr. A. C. Smith to Mr. Fowler rei^strding

the proposal to close the schools, to give teachers and pupils an
opportunity to attend the funeral of the late llr. Hays, form-

erly a co-Trustee.
26—11—3.

Pbiscipal Fowlbr, Dear Sir : I regret to say that I d« not see the way
clear ta the closing of the schools t«-morrow. It is only fair to say that Mr.
Ferguson is willing that they should close. As matters stamd you have one
Trustee with you and one against you. So you can take your own course,

choosing between us. But we are quite willing that you should close t« at-

tend the funeral if you choose to do so. Truly yours,

[Signed] A. C. Smith, School Trustee.

Observe that Trustee Smith endeavors to place Mr. Fowler in

a false position by telling him to choose between himself and
Mr. Ferguson.
But though Trustee Smith could not see his way clear to clos-

ing the schools on this occasion, we find, Dec. 4, 1884, this en-

dorsement on a petition of scholars in Mr. Fowler's department
for a halfholiday to go skating

:

I consent provided one of the other Trustees will also consent.

--'-"'..-"'.-/J' [Signed] A, C. Smith, i

" Jambs Falconer, VTrustees of Schools.
" P. Hek»hs»t, j

The following refers to the grading of a pupil, in which Trus-
tee Smith interfered.
W. J. Fowler, Esq., A. B.
Sib: Please let me know by bearer, Wm. Copp, why you sent him fiom

Schoel to-day. I sent him to Miss Lawson's department. Y«urs,
[Signed] A. C. Smith, School Trustee.

May 18th, 1884.

The next letter shows that Mr. Fowler called the atti^ntion of
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the Trustees to the bad condition the outhouses at • the Aca-
demy were in, and clears him of all responsibility in connection
therewith.

Newcastle, Feb. 2l8t, 1884.

Gentlemen : I think some measures ihould be adopiad to rid the school
^dunds of a few boys who, whes the weather is at all favorable, continue to

hanjg around the boys' authouse and destroy tbat property. When I came to

the Academy the doors of this building wore all unhinged and the locks
broken, so that it has been quite beyond my power to protect it from des-

truction after school hours or even during school hours from the depredations
of those boys who do not attend the school.

[Si/;nedJ W. J. Fowler.
To Trustees of District, Newcastle.

With regard to this damage and destruction of school pro-

perty, the Trustees seem to have taken no steps to discover or

punish the perpetrators. At one time, it is true, Dr.A. C.Smith,
being out of accord with the other Trustees, not acting in fact as

a Trustee at all, but as a ratepayer, as he himself declares, ad-

dressed a letter to Mr. C.Marshall, Sec'y to the Trustees.of which
the following is a copy

:

Newcastle, Jan'y 29th, 1884.

C. Marshall^ Esq., Sec'y t9 School Trusteea.

Dear Sir : As a ratepayer^ I investigated the matter of the destruction of
school property at the Academy durmg the past Fall and Winter, and found
that John Denaven and Edward Hoolihan were the ringleaders in the m's-
chiet. Witnesses^ohn Frazer, Wm. Frazer, Jas. Miller cWm's son), John
Ingram, Allen Wheeler. Yours, etc.,

[Signed] A. C. Smith.

It appears further that the matter was placed in the hands of
Wm. Masson,Esc|., J.P., but nothing ever came of it after all, as

will be seen by uiq following letter from the latter gentleman

:

June 16th, 1884.

A. C. Smith, Esq., Dear Sir: I wrote you seme time ago in reference te the
charges you have made against parties, for the destruction ofSchool property,
to the Sec'y of Trustees, which they handed me, and I asked you to give a
mere definite time when such destruction took place. Up to this time I have
not heard a word from you, and without such being done and affidavit made
1 cannot proceed. Yours, etc.,

[Signed] William Masson.

Here the matter seems to have dropped, and the Trustees

never seem to have troubled themselves about the destruction
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being done to the property confided to their care. When any-
thing was said in reference to it, the blame was always attribu-

ted to the Principal of the High School, who, as we have seen,

was not responsible.

"We have nothing more to add to our remarks on this corres-

pondence, except to state that we fancy some idea can be glean-
ed from it, together with Dr. Smith's letters to the teachers,

quoted in another part of our Report, as to the reasoi > of the
summary dismissals of the Teachers.

Dr. Smith ordered Miss McLean not to punish his chil-

dren. She thinking he meant corporally, promised hira not to

punish them, but to send them to him when they needed cor-

rection. But on one or two occasions the children were 'K.r>r i

for some misbehavior. Dr. Smith objected to his chilciren be-

ing kept in,and Miss McLean was forbidden to repeat the offence.

She, however, said she would treat all the children in her de-

partment alike, no matter who their parents might be, and she
would not promise to do as Dr- Smith required. She wonld
not toady to Dr. Smith, and hence his grounds of animosity
against her.

Miss Lawson, too, was not pliant enough to the will of the
^'Secretary of the Trustees^ She in the matter of the grading of
the boy "Wm. Copp offended the "Secretary of the Trustees," al-

though she had no power to act in any other way than she did,

owing to Inspector Cox's orders,but she, too, had to be sacrificed

to appease the wrath ofthe offended Doctor.
Mr. Fowler also gave offence by preferring to act according

to what he knew was requiied of him by his duty to the public

and his pupils, and would not truckle to the despotic autocrat

of the Board of Trustees. He, too, had to leave simply because
Dr. Smith found he could not do as he liked with him.
The Ratepayers were told, at the meeting held on March

16th, that the Trustees would give their reasons for the dis-

missal of the Teachers when the proper time came. "We ven-
ture to assert that no ratepayers have as yet been made acquain-
ted with these reasons, and we think we may fairly conclude

N
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tilt Board ofTrustees IS any lon„

the Ratepayers. ^^^^"^1 Coruniittee.

C. S- Bamsay,

NEWCA8Ti.E,N.B.. May, 1885.
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