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INTJIODUCTION

1 II r. prescut, from its past and

impending events, is such a crisis in hu-

man affairs, that few men of discernnK'-it,

without resigning thcmsehes to apathv, ran

remain unconcerned spectators. The to]>ics

twhich compose the substance of tliis sketch,

must soon engross the attention, net only

of the British Farhament and Nation, hut of

every Civihzcd Coa ernnicnt. Some part of

the contents of the two ih'st C: -pters were

written by me during the dispute, ten years

ao-o, respecting the fortress of Oczakow

;

and, considering the hurry and precipitation

of that anonymous pamphlet, it vras more

favourably received than 1 had reason to

expect. Upon the w isdom, utility, and exe-

cution of the present sketch tiic reader

will decide. I may at least presume, that

its length and expence are not amongst its

defects.
//

'. B.

London, Feb. o, iSUl

46828
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OBSERVATIONS, ^r.

CHAPTER I.

Of the Commerce hetzceen Great Briialn and

Ramay including Imports and E.vports.

GuEAT Britain, (luring the last twcnty-fiVT

years, has employed about six hundred ships

and seven thousand sailors in her commerce

witli Russia ; which commerce, from the ice in

tlie Baltic, can only subsist during the summer.

These ships are, on an average, from two to

three hundred tons burthen, with a comple-

ment of about ten to twelve men and boys in

each. One half of them generally make two,

and a few three voyages in the course of the

summer, and are principally fitted out from

London, Hull, and the eastern ports of this

island as far as Inverness. They import from

B Russia,
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Kuftsia, hrmp and flax, linen, tallow, liidts,

iron, deals, and several otijer subordinate siin-

diies enumerated in a subsccjueut tabic. (H

late years the total amount of these inij)ort.s

has exceeded ///rcc wUllons slcrlinij;. Sir J. Dal-

rym|)le, in a pamphlet written by him ten years

a<;'o, states, ironi the iniormation of a Russia

merehaiu, tlu' imports into Britain, from St,

Pele!s])ur<^h alone, in 1788, to have amounted

to 'J, OS*), 7 77/- exclusive of si.\ty-eiL»"]it ships

more from Ki'v'i, M'yhurgh, Xarva, IVcdeiick-

shum, and Arelnjifj;el.

Russia, in return, talxcs from (Ireat Britain

n Tuisrellancous assonment of maimfactoiics

and law produce, amounting-, m favourable

^cars, to about ihrce lunidrcd thnusnnd pounds

,si'crli/ig. This was the a\'eragc of three years,

fiom 1777 to 17S(); and without making any

deduction for tlic extra cxpcnces of Sound

duties, freight, insuranec, cxpeniliturc of sail-

ors" wages, port fees, <S.:c. Consccpicntly, tlie

clear annual gain, or balance in favour of

Russia, in her commerce with Britain, is bc-

tween nco and three millions sterlings Mliicli is

paid to her in cash, or in bills on the Continent

It appears that v/ithin the short space of tlnee

years, from 1777 to 1780, upwards of one

hundred British ships were added to her Rus-

liaii commerce : and it nught naturally ha,vc

been

i<Kl
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Incn expected lliat llie e\p(»rts would ha\e

kept paee w itb tlie imports iVom llienee. So fai

from iiiere:: '..),<»•, tliev liave been gradually dc'-

diniu^r. The Court of St. lVlersl)uri^h lias al-

wavs been as eovetous as it is and)itious in its

<lealiiiL'-s v.-ith foreijjn nations; and has seized,

^\ith avidity, upon every opportunity to blii;ht

the importation and eonsumplion of all ar-

ticles of forei<;'n j)roduetion vJiieh she ean

contrive to manufiet'ire at home. J'or this

p(irj)ose Russian a<''ents have lorii; been disj;ersed

througliout r.urope, :ind Ihitain in partieidar,

in the seduction r.l* artizaus of every descrip-

tion. I have L.)t taken the same troul.)!c to

ascertain, from the C'ustom-liouse books, the

.balance a'vainst Cheat Britain, of tlie Russian

traffic durhig the List ten ye;us of Wdv. Rut

as tlfis has been throughout a uar of unprece-

dented expenditure to us both by sea and land,

mv o'cneral statement of Rubsiun proliti^ is jiot

likelv to be over-rated.

./ 7 able ,^!ii':ct}}g the sUtPii Arliclcs and J \iluc

of ImjiorlsJ'rom Ru^sshi uitu B'-itii'iiiin 17^-S.

Deals /..I 10,000

Potasb.es • • 'Zi^.diCy

Isinglass 31:, 7(^0

Rinen L\9-t-.Oj)3 ' Rin.seed • • • • 1.' K/O'S

Hemp 1.704, leG

Flax 12JO,4'jj

Cordao'c 10,(;00
V'T)

Tallow .00.5, ()^^

Hides ^0,8'i.5

Iron i.37;070

IR)o;s bristles :3j,12«0

Sundries l<J3.<}'iO

Let
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Matnar-

Let us now iiiukc a few comments upon tliis

commercial catalogue, beginning M'itli hemp,

flax, linen.—^Tlic principal consumption of the

raw materi;;] is iii the manufactory of sail cloth,

conlage, a.i'l linen. It is reasonuble to ask,

why liberal encouragement, instead of prohi-

tion, lias not been dealt bv the leo'islature, for

the cultivation of this essential production of

agriculture? To do this eifectually. Bills of

Inclosures, and Tvthe LaMS, must be revised.

If hemp is become to us as indispensable as

corn, we cannot praise the prudence of British

ministers, Avho have trusted so long: for this

indispensable necessary to a capricious foreign

power. Ireland rears all the flax of her unri-

valled linens. Trance seldom expended above
fifty thousand pounds sterling annually in

Piussia, although \\cy exports there amounted
to live limes that sum. Besides, we have, or

should iiave, many other resources in defiance

of Tusiiia, from the Tast Indies, Tgypt, North
America, and, with some encouragement and
colonization, from the Cap(^ of G'ood Hope.
It uj.])ears, from the table, that Britain coii-

.sumes as mucli in value of Russia linen, an-
nu^.'y, as the latter takes from her of all her
nuiu'ifactured and raw produce. Is this too

another profitable importation from this pre-

tc:;k<! ;;ai. Victor ?--. Tallow : A suihcient
fui'iiifity t'^r s-;up and candles might soon be

pro-
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prodiiccd in Ijiitaia and Ireland, if more oxen

were used in agriculture. Some systematic

regulation is leciuired from our legislature, for

encouraging, and gradually compelling, our

farmers to employ at least as many labouring

oxen as horses. Nor is this our only resource.

To the north of Buenos Ayres, and the river

Plata, cattle run v. ild in such multitudes that

thev are slaiLi-htered merely for the tono-ues

and hides. i]\- a judicious exertion in the

iisheries of the North and South Seas, we might

still more aboiiiid in animal oil for domestic

uses. Lamps ;ire cheap, convenient, and or-

namental, and eueourajxe both our fisheries

and <rlass man\i':tetories.—Iron : As this is the

most universal and the clieapest of all uietallic

ores, tliough not the least useful, there miglit,

perliaps, Le found in the bowels of our moun-

tains, in botli islands, a sufficient supply, and of

fuel also for smelting the ore. llussia iron can

onlv })e as(d in aneliors and other coarse ma-

nulaetories of liiat meta] : the Sw.:di::j!i is cm-

pioyed n; cutlery. .Aiau} other countries of

Euri/: ' nnd A-:a ^-icia ;ron of the best quality.

—l)f .J - , i"e used iii our ar-:enals, and in do-

mestic uses, liut i- h ; dis^-race to our le<vis-

lat iie that we have not i)i bolh islands an

abundant stock ot ko. lies, and of ali other

useful tiudxr. I:i the -nean time ve know

that anv (piantity of deal, tar, and rosin., may

be
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be had from North America, and from many

other parts of llic Mediterranean : of the ve-

getable alkali, potash, and of the mineral alkali,

natron, abundance may be procured elsewhere.

Bees wax, enumerated annmgst the sun(h-ie,s,

might surely be produced at home, suflicient

for our own consumption. Honey, as an arti-

cle of food, M'ould increase the comforts of the

people. Que thousand years ago, honey and

water, fermented with mulberry juice, Mas the

most precious br?verage at the bauiiuet of British

Princes.

I come last to the most plausible argument

of Russian partizans and interested merchants,

the Briti^'/i ships and sailors employed in this

commerce. But from these seven thousand

sailors we should deduct one half, because the

commerce subsists and maiiitains tb.em during

the summer onlv. If, on their return liome, thicv

cannot find other employment durinir the win-

ter, they arc tin-own idle on shore. A new and

general arrangement in the prosecution and ex-

tension of our domestic fisheries Mould main-

tain in constant employment ten times the

number of all our Baltic sailors ; and still

more so, if the ca})ital employed to aggrandize

X\\?X nat'on was converted into this use.

Indeed the sum lavished on Russia, in thi>

boasted commerce, exceeds the peace establish-

1 meat
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ssia, in thi>
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nient of our whole navy. The principal and

interest of this commercial dralti would then

he expended at home, instead of enahling the

emperor Paul to insult and injure his principal

bcnefador ; to procure, through Britain, both

the means and the station for subduing the

Ottoman empire; to threaten tlic British do-

minions in Asia ; and, in concert with the

French usurper, to overwhelm, in military des-

potism, every vestige of liberty over the civi-

lized o-lohe. The island of Malta alone,

which, after a two years siege, we have now

fortunately acquired, and /nast for ever retahi,

can even now furnish more sailors to Britain

tlian are maintained by the Baltic commerce :

and this is the island which the sovereign of

Russia, after his mercenary assistance to ouv

ally, Austria, demands as a boon and respite

for refraining, at present, froiu hostilities

a"-ainst Britain. This is his excuse for sciz-

ing upon British property, and ships in his har-

bours, to the value of two millions sterHng.

It would not be difficult to prove that the

commerce of Russia with Britain alone is more

lucrative than with all the other nations of

Europe. Thus, in 1797, the imports of Russia

from all other nations of Europe (Britain ex-

cepted) amounted to I,17G;000/. ; her exports

to

.A
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to those nations to 8<)J,()00/. ; leaving a ba-

lance of nearly three hundred thousand pounds

sterling a"-ainst her. As to her southern com-

merce, with China, Tartary. Persia, and the

Ottomans, I believe that the united value of

the bartered commodities fall short of that

Avith Britain sin<?-lv. It must be obvious that

I am not here attempting to form any precise

estimate of the intrinsic value of raw imports

of the fust necessity to llussian manuiactories,

and imported by her from those nations. It

fulfds my design, if I should convince tlr^

reader that the Russian coir.merce whh Britain

is not a theme of such national exultation as

that mercantile com})any cn(lea\our to incul-

cate. It is not economical ; and before I have

finished, I shall demonstrate that it is not

Iiarmless in other respects. In our commercial

and diplomatic dealings witli Russia, we seem

to have been constantly ttie dupes. Within

the present generation we have seen British

ministers conduchn^j: a Russian Heet from the

Baltic into the I\Iediterranean, and rendering

them more than indirect assistance to destroy

the Turkish navy, and to penetrate through

the Dardanelles to Constiuitinople. We have

soon after seen the Northern empresa recpiite

this assistance, by putting herself, in con-

junction with another deceitful alh , the kin""

of Prussia, at the head ofan hostile confederacy,

the



a\Ini>' a ba-

and poiiiuls

thern com-

ia, and the

ed value of

)rt of that

bvioiis tliat

any preeise

'aw imports

lulactorics,

lutions. It

)nvince th^

w ith Britain

xnltation as

ur to ineul-

i^fore I have

,t it is not

coniniercial

iia, we seem

L*s. Within

seen British

jet from the

lI rendering

) to destroy

ate tln-ouo-h

We have

)re.s3 recpiite

•Ai\ in eon-

iy, the kiny;

'onfederaey,

the

tiic armed neutraiiti). We arc now about to

experienee a repetition of the same stifled envy
from her son Paul. During- tlie last two years

he has reeeived a large subsidy from Britain

for training his land forces in actual service;

at the same time his crazy navy has becu re-

paired in ou'' ports, and disciplined in naval

tactics at our expence. These are short-

sighted expedients, and specimens '' cum
multis aliis " of diplomatic quackery ? Can any
ji dicious man deny that our mercantile and
j.olitical system do not require revision? I

know not whether this is the ease at present

;

but I am not singular in suspecting that the

extraneous politics respecting Hanover have
too frequently given a wrong bias to our Con-
tinental treaties ; at least, I cannot in any other

way account for a large portion of that crude

and distorted system.

CHAP.
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CHAPTER II.

Of the Commerce hctxcccn Great Britain and

the Ottoman Empire, or the Lerant, including-

E.vports and Imjwrts.

TiiK principal exports from Britain, aiul in-

deed of most other nations, to the Levant, aie

cloth, shalloons, muslins, clocks, watches, fire-

arms, hard-ware, earthen-ware, tin, lead,

spices, sugar, colfce, cochineal, and indigo.

'Ihe im])(nts from the Levant to Britain arc

cotton, silk, hlack goafs wool, some drugs,

dried fruits, and other sundries hereafter enu-

merated.

At the heginning of the last or eighteenth

century, a Turkey merchant was the most re-

spectahle (m the Exchange of London :
hut

some time hefore, and from the middle of that

century, this connnerce was declining. In a

petition presented to Parliament hy the Direc-

tors of that Company, in 1774, they prayed

certain regulations to revive their drooping

commerce, which even then, according to their

statement, had exported, during the preceding

twenty years, of British cloth, to the amount of

j^
180,000/.
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U
180,000/. annually, exclusive of man v other
collateral articles of value. Their profits were
still nu.re duninished hy th<. expenecs of an
Ambassador at Omstautinople, of C.nsuls at
Smyrna and .Alepp,,, |,y hril.es a>nl pr-vsents hy
tlicparfality shewn to the Russian trade, anil
I'V several direct and iudircet schemes of ,„o-
i«opo!y,m the pari of their rivals the Itussiau
Companj-. One of these sehciues, aetua.:.- pro-
po.sed ami attempts, was to transfer the I ev,, t
tra.le through the circuitous route of tlu. hdaud
nvers and seas of Jl„ssia. The illiheral svsten.
miopted, and pursued to this dav, l,v the Direc-
tors of the Turkey Compauy, was \.,p,a||v re-
pusnant to the sound principles of ..mun'cree
Nlith ,1„. „.,,,w and s.!(,.h prejudhas of a
trading- corporation, iIicn cidcavoured t<, cur-
tail both the imports an.l exports, bv restricti,,..-
the v„ya.es of their own slups, an.l, hv //„v>
Oi/-/aw,, throwing- obstacles in the ua\- of pri-
vate a,K enturers; I,y ,uc/> n,„n,a<vre, owtrirw.
to enhance the price ofthc BrlM, ceporl, in the
Levant, amlortiw Uv„nl imports in Britain.

'

1 Von, these and other causes, p,.,l,aps
"i"""S'^l: the uuud,er the s,aeriliee of too much
captta in the .\orrh Atnerican trade, thetrench succeeds, througho.it the g.-c-atest
part or the last century, to ,„ake rapid ad-
vances, ami almost to supplant every other

nation
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nation in llie Levant commerce. In Langue-

(loc alone, eighty thou.^and pieces of cloth were

auniKilly manutactuied tor the Turkey mar-

kets. AltlK)u»j;h mleiior in substance to the

Eritish cloth, its colour, softness, and lightness,

obtained it a precedence, or rather more nu-

merous purchasers. J3y their intrigues in the

Divan, bv obtalninr>- a reduction of the usual

customs in their favour, and by the prudent en-

couraii'cnient of their own ajovernment, which

laid tlie trade open, and tolerated no nionopo-

hzing corporation, tJie French, until the pre-

sent war, had engrossed the greatest part of

tliis lucrative traffic : it was one principal nur-

sery of their navy ; it furnished employment

to I'c.eh'c tiiou.scnul sailors, and perhaps to a

million of persons on land.

I proceed next to a more critical detail of

the Briti.s/i c.rports to the Lecant, beginning

with clotlis, muslins, and shalloons.—Woollen

cloth was forincrly the great support of the

British Turkey Conrpany : but since the French,

as before mentioned, found means to supplant

them, this article has declined prodigiously in

sale. England, however, still maintains the

sway ill lino cloths, notwithstanding the rival-

ship of tlie Dutch with cloth from Leipsick.

iMuslins from England have the preference in

ihc L'vvaut, and the tiafiic has increased since

those
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those oi' tlie i:ast-Iiuli:i Company have hecn

cxch.dcd from Suez. The great manufaetory

nt'shaUoons is at Halifax in Yorkshire, 'this

is :iii artieU' wliic-h Tonus our of tlie priucipal

biaiicixs ol British comnu rrc with the Levant.

The iiu:uhcr conunucd there may annually

amount to tv.cnty thousand ])icei's. No nation

has hitlu-rto hrcii able to rival Ih-itain in those

studs, allhongli many attempts have been

made. Critish muslins have greatly pn judii'ed

the sale oC French cloths in the Lex-ant. Man-

chester stuifs also, were the Turkey paltcrns

imitated, would fnul an extensive demand

there.— Clocks, watches, fire-arms, hard-ware,

earthen-ware: tlie consumption of cloeks a'/.d

watches in tlie Levant is imnu-nse. The French

and Genevans liave ol'ien attempted to cripple

the Lnglish mauulaelm-y, Imt wiih.out com-

plete success; owing, in a considerable degree,

to the solidity aiul excellence of tlie work.

Fire-arms are' exported there i)y tiie Fnglish,

French, Dutch, and Wnetians. Kugiand,

however, !;Voin the superior (luality of the work-

manship, enjoys ^^ preference; as does her bard-

ware and cutlery. Our StaHordsldre earthen-

ware is in great repute. Some glass articles

are also exported there to advantage-—Tui,

lead, and lead-shot :---Beiore the increase, with-

in the last twenty years, of tin exported to

China, Great Britain had seni: one (piart^r of

the
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the annual produce of Cornwall to the Le\ant.

She also scmuIs there a considerable ({uantity

of h'ad nnd lead-shot, sj)iees, sugar, coiVce,

coeluneal, jiiid inthgo. The consumption ol'

pepj)er, t^'iniver, and otlier sj)iec.-., is very great

in the Le\ ant ; and Ih'itain now holds tlie

keys of tliat market. Until tlie present war,

the French exported there immense quantities

of powdered sugars, and of coffee, from their

\\'cst-India Islands and America. These

formed two staple articles of their Turkey

trartic. IJy our recent insular acquisition in

that quarter, \\c may in i'uture hope to partici-

pate in the sale of tv.o articles in >uch unixcr-

sal denKiiid. Indio-o and cochineal we share

\\ilh France.

Of t/ic Britl'sh iinpnrtsfrom the Lc\a)it, the

princi|>al are raw materials,— cotton wool,

silk, and black goat's wool. Dcsides six or

seven thousand bales of cotton imported an-

nually in British bottoms, tlie Dutch contrived

to be carriers of a still greater quantity to us.

But by the late im])ortant ])()ssession of .T/«//^,

and the projected improvement in the Lazaret-

tas in England, it is probable that no material

interruption to our own imports, in I'onse-

qucnce of pestilential infection, v.ill hereafter

occur : nor is it necessary novr to trust to one

market for this supply ; the East and West In-

dies
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Lazaret-

iiatcrial

I'onse-

creafter

; to one

^cst In-

dies

dies and Ainerira all e<)ntrii)utlng p;rcat quan-

tities, Siuee the inereased iuiportation of raw-

silk from l)eui>'al aud China bv the East Iudi;i

Company, the demand from 'J'urkcy is greatly

deereased. As the silk M'orms and the Mhitc

mulberry tree, the leaves of whieh are the pro-

per food ol this extraordinary insect, thrive well

iji Germany, and alsu in the island of Japan,

wbere the climate is both irrei'-ular and rainv,

I tbink experiments should be made to promote

and augment, through this means, the produc-

ti\(' iiuhistry (jf our own people.— -ilack goat's

wool is a necessary in the manufactory of hats.

We should also try if that animal would thrive

in this island without injurin<>' the fleece. Our
remaining miscellaneous im})orts from the Le-

\ant are sena, opium, scannnony, gum Arabic,

tragacanth, diagantb, copal, raisins, figs, black

I'ruit, madder, valcnca, sponges, emery, buffa-

lo's horns, mohair, carpets

—

From the invaluable acqnifition of that cen-

tral Ifhuid of the I^iediterranean, Malta, v>ith

its renowned harbour, its impregnable fortifi-

cations, and its superior conveniencies for

quarantine , from the services already rendered,

and Mhicli nuist soon again be rendered by

Great Britain to uphold the Ottoman Porte,

we may flatter ourselves with being henceforth

more successful candidates in the Levant com-

merce.
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nicTCC. Iiclaiul, iiom^ incorporated uitli Bri-

tain, tVoni itsconvcnicnt fitiiation should direct

its attention to this extensive and profitahle

market. Mv. I'aton, in liis Surxcy of the Turk-

ish Empire, says, that CJerman and Egyptian

ii/K'/iy of a coarse and open texture, is there

in great demand : he also says that .sail flsk

Avuuld iind numerous purchasers in tlic Levant.

Every liheral mind will rejoice at the approach-

ing annihilation of tlie JJritish slave trade. Tliat

capital would he more cifectually employed in

thenumeroiishrancliesoftrafiiCMith the Levant,

and with Africa: a traffic at wliich merchants

need not be ashamed, nor conscience in danger

of being tormented. 1 could easily prove, v ere

this the proper place, that, with the assistance of

Britain, and the knowledge which it contains,

pestilential infection might be totally eradi-

cated from every quarter of the Levant. Be-

fore I close this chapter, I :shall add a, few more

words of animadversion respecting the English

Turkey Company. That Company has no com-

mon stock, or capital: their charter is an ex-

clusive and surreptitious privilege for a few in-

dividuals to monopolize, from all other British

subjects, the trade of the Ottomans. Twenty

pounds, it is true, paid to this company entitles

any one to trade to Smyrna, kc. ; but their bi/-

laijs, \vhc\i Parliament as yet have suflfered them

to model and retain, curb and destroy all liberal

adventure.
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adventure. They have already done so much
injury to their country by this charter, that it

should be burnt by the hangrtian. No trade

to the Levant from Britain can flourish until

this Company is disfranchised of all its perni-

cious prerogatives.

D CHAP-
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. CHAPTER in.

Of the Projects of Russia against the Ottoman

Dominions, end the Means of counteracting

them.

u

A CKLEBRATED military w ritcr (Lloyd) justly

inters, from the events of many wars, that the

iliffcrcnt o-ovcrnments contribute as much to-

Avarils their successful termination, as the good-

ness of the troops, or tlie genius of their gene-

ral. Having now, therefore, in the two pre-

ceding chapters, discussed the commercial re-^

lations of Britain, Russia, and Turkey, the two

succeeding chapters may be termed Political

and Military. To be enabled to form any ac-

curate judgment of the relative force of Russia

and Turkey, or indeed of any other nation,

We must previously glance at their respective

population, government, revenue, military

force, frontiers, fortresses, and the line of ope-

ration upon which they have hitherto acted for

attack and defence. This being done, I shall

take the liberty to suggest a new plan and line

of operations better suited to the present debi-

litated condition o^the Ottoman empire.

Every
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Evcrv literary person knows that, little more

than one hundred years ago, Russia, nnder tlie

raispices ofPeter the First, or Great, as he is usu-

ally st\led, began to emerge from the lowest

^tage of civilizatioa, in nothing superior to the

present Ottoman. The whole country had been

buried for ages under along night of profound

barbarism. Since that aera the Russian empire

has steadily advanced with unparalleled ra-

pidity to its present gigantic rank in military

and iia\ al pow er. The projects of internal re-

formation, and of foreign contjuest, begun and

bequeathed by Peter as a legacy to his succes-

sors, has been pursued with unremitting per-

severance, and, unfortunately for the neigh-

bouring states, M-ith too much success. Froin

his example and political precepts, Paissia, in

every war down to the present time, has been

the ao'grcssor. During the intervals of peace

that Cabinet has been indefatigable in ex-

citing internal dissentions amongst all the

bordcrino- nations; and v.lien a convenient

opportunity occurred to throw off the mask,

it has converted those distractions to Russian

emolument and aggrandisenicnt. Sweden,

Courland, Poland, Turkey, Tartary, Persia,

can all bear evidence to thes^^ hostile plans

and unprovoked outrages. The Russian em-

pire, thus aggrandised in Europe and in Asia,

now

i
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now consists, according to Mr. Tooke, in his

recent history of that nation, of thirty-six mil-

lions of inhabitants; thirty-two of them in Eu-

rope. But as many independent and remote

tribes on the S. and E. and some even on the

north-west coast of North America, have been

prematurely enumerated in Mr. Tooke's official

list, as forming a portion of the Russian do-

minions, Ave may probably deduct six millions,

leaving the Russian empire a population of

almost one fourth of Europe. Within the

present generation, above eight millions of

them have been taken from Poland and Tur-

key. The Russian government (constitu-

tion would be a misplaced term) is a simple

well-organized military despotism ; and this

obedience is still more strongly riveted by

an affluent catholic priesthood, and an ignorant,

credulous and bigoted people. The monarch
has not, like the Ottoman Divan, any tribunal

to controul his actions or his passions ; he is

supreme in legislative and executive power, and
his ukaises and edicts announce the law, '* sic

volo, sic jubeo." The present land force of

Russia amounts to half a million : the soldiers

are well versed in every branch of European
tactics, brave, ob-lient, and contented M'ith

a coarse and scanty subsistence. The Russian
naval force, as to tlie number of large ships,

is also formidable
; but they are neither well

COHr
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constructed, nor of durable matciials; and
their sailors are yet far inferior in naval
tactics to the other great maritime powers.
In the Baltic, Russia lias liiorc than sixty sail of
tlie line; and in the Eu?viiie, or Diaek Sea,

twenty, exehisive of frigate.^, gun boats, flo-

tillas, c^e. c^-e.

Three centuries and a lialf have elapsrd

since Constantinople, tJie hi-,t remnant of tlie

Roman and Greek empire, was entered by
storm, and the ]\fahoinetan standard of the
Turks planted, for the first time, on the Chris-

tian cathe(h'al of St. Sophia, 'j'he present Otto-
man empire in Europe and Asia, notwithstand-
ing its prodigious and progressive depopulation
throughout the last century, is still, perhaps,

not inferior, intliis respect, to Russia. To rude
distempeied government, to haughty ignorance,

and predestinarian dogmas respecting pesti-

lential and other contagion, and to the neo-lect

and diseonragement of agriculture, this waste
of the human species in Turkey uuiy in a great

degree be airribuled. The Ottoman power
tor attack and dei'enee would be infinitely

greater, v.an it, hk( any other European state,

connected together by general laws, and uni-

form obedience
; w<<s it to imitate the system

wlneh, in noi: moie than ihree generations, has

elevated Ixussia to its present emi lence in mili-

tary
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tarv power, that is, by courting the instruction

ofitsmorccnliglitencd nciglibours, and reward-

ing its preceptors with liberality. In its nu-

merous disjointed governments of pacas or

proconsuls, in the execution of the laws, in the

coll^^ction of the revenue, in the organization

and discipline of the military force, all is op-

pression, disorder and mutiny. The bigote(|

and illiterate Ulema, or Great Council of

Lawyers and Priests, are constantly occupied

in promoting their own interest and importance,

regardless of the public disorder and distress

;

in exclaiming against rational reform, and

in thwarting the liberal efforts of their Sultaq

to revive a respectable military force. Notr

Avithstanding the toleration of numerous Chris-

tian bishops of the Greek church, the subjects

ofthat religion, dispersed through all parts ofthe

empire, bear with impatience and rancour their

iron yoke, and the public marks of their civil de-

gradation. In many provinces of Europe and

Asia, both Christians and Mahometans have long

been in a state of resistance or revolt ; in some

obedience is merely nominal, and in a i'cw there

is a total sevcration from the supreme head. With

all these symptoms of bad government and de-

generacy, the public revenue, or miri, is esti-

mated at four millions and a half sterlinir, and

the private revenue of the Sultan at a still

greater sum. A large portion of this last is said

to
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to be always stored in the vaults of the seraglio

for extraordinary emergencies. The once for-

nrKla])le Janizaries have long since degenerated

into a tumultuous rabbk% more dano-crous to

tlie Sultan than to theenemv; and are now
intentionally suffered to moulder away in con-

tempt. Upon the ocean, the Ottomans never

have made any conspicuous ligure ; and their

fleet at this day is inferior, both in number and
discipline, to that of tlie Russians in the Black

Sea alone. At the oar the Turk is allowed to be

sufhciently dextrous ; but their best sailors are

from Greece, Malta and Barbary. They have

good dock-yards at Constantinople and at Si-

nope, and can build ships there at one fourth

the expence of England.

During the reign of the late empress, Gene-
ral Lloyd commanded a Russian army against

the Turks, and crossed the Danube to attack

them. We cannot appeal to better authority

for the military character and force of the

Turkish army than to this author. The greatest

part of the Turkish army, like the antient feu-

dal militia, serves only for a certain time ; when
this is elapsed, they go home, and abandon the

posts confided to them, whether they are re-

lieved by other troops or not,—which happened
at Gurgowa and Ibrailow on the Danube, a few

days after they had repulsed the Russians with

<5 con-
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tonsiderablc loss. Unacciislomcd to the dis-

cipline and subordination of a regular army,

tliey <lo not act on a constant regular plan

;

they march, encamp, and fight in a loose disor-

derly manner, insomuch that, ifattacked brisk-

ly, they can never form so as to make any to-

lerable resistance. Chance, the caprice of a

pacha, or of a few men \vho advance to skir-

mish, very often brings on a general engage-

ment, orrathcr a mnltiplicity of partial actions,

without any unity of object or design. In

these attacks, from ignorance, and the irregu-

larity with which they are made, totally uncon-

nected with each other, they arc the more violent

and impetuous, and extremely dangerous, ifnot

opposed with vigour and firmness. The defeat

of this or that body does not, as with us, pre-

vent the others from advancing and breaking

your line if they can ; and if they succeed in

one or two points, their great number of horse,

who act singly, gives them a prodigious acti-

vity. They over-run and spread themselves over

the whole country; no ground is impervious to

them ; so that an army once broke, can scarce

avoid a general destruction, unless favoured in

its retreat by some particular circumstances,

and an uncommon firmness and conduct ofthe

general. For these reasons, such troops are for-

midable and dangerous in their assaults, but

weak when attacked, and easily thrown into

con-

t'
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roii Fusion, and t(M:Mly (ilspnscd, if pursued
with vio(»ur. bur \' iili n-,-c;Lt order :nid cau-
tiou ; lo!'. scmcriiucs strong' partic-; will st()[>

nIiuiV li'thc'v pcrciivc vou uic .n disorder, will

iittaci: y(;u \^itlI inipetuoHity, and often with
siiecf ss.

ilic A'siatie tr()()j)s g-enerally carry into the
iicld all they possess, Avhieli o-rcatlv cnd)ar-

rasses them, and, in case of a defeat, makes
their loss irretrievable; for, not being a])le to

ma];e any disposition for a retreat, eanip, artil-

lery, equij)age, 8cc. is abandoned to the victors,

and all, without exception, seek their safety in

flight— a great part goes home, and returns no
muic. At present, that enthusiasm which ren-

dered them for the most part victorious, is to-

tally extinouished : plunder is now the only
motive which spurs them to action; if success-

ful, they are extremely formidable; if otherwise,

tliey despond, and can m ith difficultv, and o-e-

nerally not at all, be brought a second fimeto
face the enemy. A new general, and a new
army much worse than the former, is collected

with diihculty, and brought into the field very
late in the season, and, far from attempting to

oppose the adversary with vigour, retires, or

rather flies as fe advance^;, abandoning one
part after another, and finally the Avhole pro-

vince : so that you have nothing- to do but

J"* march
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innrcli to the* c'a])ital, wliicli you will find de-

serted : ncrUl..^ can retard this, but want of

provisions.

In Hurli :u\ cxten.sive despotic (inp;n-,

two l>ad eousi'iiiiences einue : lir>t, that the

tVontiLrs nni^t he \yc:\k in proportion to tlieir

extent; secondly, tint their arnnes conic late

into the field, and, beini>- loaiied a\ ilh e(jnipaf>Ts,

and moreover accomj>an"\ed by ii crowd of fol-

l;)wer.s, under different dcnoniinatious, sul)ject

to no order or discipline, the country is soon

exhausted, so that they cannot keep tlie fiekl

above three montlis ; il' vou can clicck their

operations in tlie bcginidng', they retire, and

leave you at liberty to prosecute your phin

"without any opposition. Troni ignorance, or

rather from design, they have fev, strong phices;

9^0 that notlnng can retard yoni- operations, but

tlieir arnsy, or wiint of subsistence ; and tliat

being delvate<l, ;ind this sid)sistcncc provided,

you meet with no other obstacle but such a^

arises from the nature of the countrv. As their

armies are verv numerous in cavalrv, it is dan-

gerous to act against them by detachments,

unless thev are intimidated bv a former defeat,

llomanzow, in the war before the last, followed

another plan, and lost many d^achments ; and

if the Turks had known any thing of war, his

whole
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V/e arc now pr(M)arc(l to cxanrme the resj)i'e-

tivc frontiers and hue of operation for attack,

and dci" wcc between Hus,si;i and 'i'mkcy, to

I'oninient upon the vidiierahk' sick's of eicli,

ami to [orni .some ratiounl j-^-rou'imstie of tlie

<'\('iit of inipendiiii>- hostilities l>ct\\c(ii them.

Throii<;-hout the last century, tlfrs fnie of opera-

tion w:is(;n and between the river Didesterand

the i)nie[)er (u- Boristhenes, and :?.!so through

j/ittle 'i'artary, upon the novtii hordeis of the

]ilaek Sea. Choi rim and IkMnk'r, upon the

Dniester, arc the frontier fortresses of Turkey ;

Kiow, Kinl.mrn, and now Oczakow, arc the

opposite ])arriers of llussia. 'i'he hitc peace ad-

vanced this frontier to tlu' I'oji," river, and into

nearer contact with t'neir a<lversary 'u\ 3,l.oi-

davia. J]ut, sa}'S (icneral Lloyd, '-if either

pONVcr did not occupy the internie<liate fruitful

an4;-le of Poland, and (h-aiv tlicir subsistence

from thence, neither could ha\e acted on tiiis

line, ar.d of course their wars \\()uld have been

conlimd to Little Tartary and the Crimea, on

which the Rus.sians have the advantage, as M'cll

from tlie position and direction of their fron-

tier, which enahles them to att;u:k that coun-

trv in diifc rent parts, as from tlie proximity

pi their depots, tiie^course of the rivers, cic."

f)n
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On this last-mrnrioncd frontier a numerou.'.

aimy of ravalry can alone act with success

aii'ainst Russia. It is evident, from tlic direc-

tion of tlic Turkisli froiitier, that the Rus-

sians cannot approac h tlie Dniester aiul }Jol-

(lavia, if tlie Turks could |)re\ail o\\ thirty

or forts tliousaud Tartar cavah"\' to ad\ance

throup,'!] the intermcchate :S))ace into l^)hind,

dud another co]])> into Russia hetwcen tiie

lioristhenes and the Don. If sucli a dis[)osi-

tion >\as ma<U' and exeeiUed, the Russians, far

from advancing* across MokLivia and tlie Da-

iiuhe, wouhl lind it diiiieult to preserse tlieir

own country, Mliieli, hke Poland, is plain,

open and defenceless, and cannot he defended

bvan\ armies w hatever, constitiitcd as ours are,

ao'ainst the incur.jion and ravage of one hun-

dred thousand active liorsenien. Remember
Peter the (ircat on the Pruth, and endeavour-

ing to penetrate through ^Moldavia : had not

the Vizier bceii bribed in the niglit, as may be

read in Voltaire, the whole Russian armv, and

its sovereign, must have been starved, or have

surrendered at discretion.

Tliis plan and line of operation might again

he sueeessnd ao'ainst Russia, did v:c not reflect

that Pohuul is subjugated, and tlie Tartars inti-

midated; that the Ottoman emjMj-ebasdescend-

e>l a^ rapltUy as the Russian has ascended; that,

aftcu"
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aOor t>\o vc'ir;, 'i\\ \v\vr\\ Tuii.cv ha'"; l)ecMi wan-

loiilv Ibiccd ini;^ Iiostliitir-s by \\\c iirucb die-

t'dlnv, %hclia-i nol i ••Vii :ii)Ie • o .>u!'(lii'^ a Ii-'indi'iil

nt"" JVrix.-hiii: 11 ill r.-.':\[;, nnr a i\ he I paclia, a

niciccnai'v ro(j| of l:ii^.si;i, v li> I,;... siilj lonL'Cr

iiisii|i\'(! \\cv ii,,lrop(.iis. '1 l:cs.; <;rf ahinnin^-

.synii)t<;n!, ol iiif rioiity to licr :ul\\'is irv. In the

liehl v.c laf. 'y rcail of n(it!ihi<v b^i; Ottoman
roni'iisicn. ji;;riican(! (ii sl: r:;('i'. A: /\'.-ic ab)ne,

assisted by a lli-Miviiul Ilritisli s:i!i m-., the late

(Jttoniiiii (L't'ciicc in.'iy lia\c been euualied, Init

cannot be siiipassed.

To rescue the Ottoman empire n-om impend-

ing ri'in, I conceive tiiat a i/cic plan ami line of
o])cyalio)i iiii{!l be Ipccdilij adopted. My propo-

sition for lliat purpose is, tbat the Otton.an

Porte should, in (r<nse([ucnce of a previous

ticaty, cede the two provinces of Moldavia and

\\ alaeluatothekin_i;()i'llnn^-;iry, to v.hom, botli

in atcrritorial and eommereiil \ieM', they would
be eminently benelieiul, am! tov/hom l)vo:eooTa-

pbical and mutual interest they should naturally

belonp;. This cession being made and accept-

fd, tiu" ()tt();:K!n iVnntiers and line(-f operation

in that (}i!ar^er vroiild ))e much less extensive

a i id more easily defended, ynd Russia would be

excluded iVom attacking licr by land. A superior

navy on tlic Black Sea, tor v.liicli she must at

present be in'leljtcd to Brii;^in, v, ould then reur

der
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(IcT the Ottoman inviilnc'nii)lc fVom the bi(h' of

llussiii; the Poitc woiiUl hiwc time to prepare

a disciplined land toicc, anj, hy eoneiliatini^

and inntinu'all the suhjects under a more liberal

system of o-overnment, would efreetiially pro-

\ideap,ainst future dani>'er. 'riirou^'hout the last

rentiirv, in all the wars with Russia and the

Tmks, Moldavia and W'alaehia have been at

t be ont^(•t over-run and pillaged by each army,

and are on that account become ot" trilling;' va-

hjcto the Ottoman revenue/llu ir( ireckprince^,

Avlio aren<Miiinatc(l by the Pr-rte, arc necessarily

as dij-contcntcilr.sthe subjects, and impatient to

chajip- masters, or to be in(h'j)endent. In mah-

ini:; this cession, 'I'm kevvrould only follow the

example of one of the wisest of the Roman
einperor>, who, in tlie plenitude of Roman
power, vohint.ii'iiy abdicated Dacia, including

those two provinces, together with Hungary,

to tlic northern hordes. 1 wo centuries earlier

Augustus h.'id l!;e prudence to prescribe the

Danube as tiie norrh boiuulary of the Roman
en;j'^ire.

As to any land attacks of Russia or Turkey

betNveen the Kuxine and Caspian seas and the

clihicult passes of Mount Caucasus, neither

power in tlieopinion of Lloyd can make war tliere

v.itli much advantage. Russia lias lono'becn in

the habit of tampering with the neiglibouring

tribucar^
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liihutnry |)rlr.ees. to withdraw their alU'i;'i:tnee?

tVoiii the P()!"te. 'I he piiiieipul line ofoperation

therelorc Mouhl, on ti'.c new pl.\n aho\e sug-

gested, \)C coiiliiii'^cil to the iil:u'!v Se;i ; ;iiul the

nearest port of the (.'riniea, Seha.^ll)j)^h-. is :.()()

miles distant fiv)in (, niislantin'<ple; kiiihnni

is still turther renioxtMi: t'lnni Sinoive, ana\;il

port, on the eoa.si ol A-i:i MiiUM-. SeI)asto[)oh."j

i.-. 1. >() miles (list.! nt. 1 n theiuev.iit -vlalcnl'things,

tlie 'J'nrks cfuild (U lixc \c\\ triilini^ ;is.istunec

against Hus>ia, iVoni ;: i/newai oi their lormiT

.^ubsidiaiy allianccMulh Sweden. 'J'he Swedes

an; now nearh' ^unk in a state oi' \ a.>salaf»-e to

liussia: at this instant theii- rash king is en-

gag((l witii luissia t<! make- war against Ihilain,-

although, not manv vears since, thv eiiliealin-v

trrferenee of Ih'itain rescued that distracted

kingdom from becoming a Ilussian province.

Sm'h is tiie modern morality and gratitude of

those noithern ca'.)inets and sovereigns.

Air. I'.aton, before nuMitioned, who rcsitled

inan\' a ears in Turkew and dui•in^• the iasc war

sei\ed in the Ilussian aiinv as>'ainst ihcTujks,

and who fiom such oppoi'tunities ol'infi.-nr.atlon

was admitted mto the conlidcnee of Proice

Potendvin the generalissimo, and into his state

secrets, informs us. in nearly tlie iollowin^jj'

words; " Lnu'x before the last war, and ever

*' since the ilussian cal)inc't and ilmpress had

" spread
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spread cnils'-;:':!;'^ ::'ni')np; thv Circi,k C'ii:'is-

ti;iiis, {>;irtici!i;iilv iii ihi; .Uoi'c.l iiud Alaced >-

Ilia, niid tiiro!i;^hr)i.! f'ur(;[)Caii 'i inkcy : the

(ir-rcks ]i;:(!, iii {'>)1^c\ii!;'M('(" oI' proiiiist's of

cnecLiKil :is^!sr:i;irc, <w;.(a:}i:^(.'(l tlirir plan in

cojic'crt 'u\i\) llic iiils^:all faljin:'!:. 'i'lu'v cii-

i>-a<>'i'(l to rru'c!! ;-!M aniiv oi" /.'n'n' luonlri'd

thoHland (< y. cl: ('!!r>;}i:::i><, wii') wvrc all to

iT';i{lr'/\-oii,.; 1, A(!''iaiU)|-L'. a:!(i, iiicf;;i ji;:icii');i

with i!k^ Lu::s^t,':i ji-nn-, tr) aJtack C niistanti-

iiopli'."' I'i a;ii)tnci- ijlacc he sa^•s, '• '\'\\q hite

Eiri[)re.-s wwjv \\{y\\^\ "-ifiai a tre;;ty 'w tth Hri-

tain, ii(*i- any nth^T i^()^vcl^ at tii(M;()-niiiiei\ce-

nicrJ: ui'the i''ier.'--ii ra\'(;ltirii)n, wiilioiitprc-

vi;)i'>ly stipiiiatiiui; that ihvy ^h;)nl(l not

interfere Nwth her preiiats ai>'aiii.SL 1 iirkev.

Tills vras tiie Juic unit unii. She had then

in reathiiess thiee hinuh-ed thousand land

tbrees, a ^,u;)erior ileet i^i t!ie I;hiek Sea, and

atlotiila (.-f aniied \\',.'.;cl,s huiit tor the pnrjjoso

ot landiii'j- s!.\i \ th*)!; aiid ti'ouj), in shalh/W

water iiv,a' Lon^jLantih- 'pie, w hieii was a ^hoi

t

voyai^e of oiil; ihi'ee days: id th<' :,:inie time

the giaiid hind anny, peiietratinj?; across

^ioldavia aud riie DaroiOe, \'.as to iKi\e eo-

operatcd in this dn.isi\e attaek up(;n the

buhrark of i]l^• Oiloin ui p AVer. A third arniv

was also in readiness to have ero,ssed tlic

Caspian .Sea, and, in eo;; jnneLiv>n with sonic

ot the Persian khans presiously gained over,

5 " were
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" were

'• \ccrc to have attacked tlie Asiatic provinces

-' ol'Tinkey." Afr. E n c-ontinues to say.

'• that the Janpress"s views of aii-£^randizcment

" wcvv. verv great: they went to the entire

" eon(piestoi"all Eur()i)ean Turkey, ot'making-

'' Egypt an in(k'pen(h'nL state, ol" giving to

" Poland a Russian s()\ereign, cnid ultinialchi

" incoriwraling it icith her ozcn tiupirc ; of

'' making a concpiest of Japan, and, of a bnr-

" (Ua-jng p:nt of C'orea and China, conve-

'' nientic,!- csta!)hs!iing a (h)ek-yard, and with

'' tiie dock-yards pr()[;osed to he fornu^l in the

'' opposite X. W. coast of North America, of

'• cslabiijidug .-' iiavaijarce in those ^easd'

It was impossible for any conciueror, of

Saracen, Hun, or Tartar extraction, to )ia\e

meditated more outrageous schemes of domi-

nation. Those of the Ercncli Directory, or of

its present Dictator, can only stand in com-

petition with this female Attila. After so many

years prcvarieati(m and subterfuge, her pledged

assistance to the confederacy against Erance

was a mere decoy to embroil and exhaust

the leadinu: Powers of Europe, that shiC inlgiit

pounce upon and devour the Turk without

interruption. Her son and successor Paul is

uot endowed with equal understanding; neither

lias he o-iven proofs of more tender feeling* or

morality,

F In
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In the prominent features and character of

the Russian cabinet, the philosoplicr cannot fail

to discern a kinihx'd combination of the Asia-

tic and Tartar. From Mr. E n"s and other

authority, we learn that her grandson Constan-

tine, and second son of the present Paul, was

early educated in the Greek language, in order

that he might be qualilied to act the part of

Viceroy over European Turke\^ so long as this

farce was convenient ; and in order, no doubt, to

prevent the European Powers from being too

suddenl}' startled at the frightful magnitude of

their danger. As to the specious promises of

liberty and independence hehl ^»it to the

Greeks of the Alorea, it would L.lv c .crminated

like the liberty of the Poles, and of the Greek

Christians of the Crimea. On the conquest

of this last-mentioned fertile peninsula, and

one of the granaries of Constantinople, I^Ir,

E n witnessed seventy thousand of its Chris-

tian inhabitants dragged from their homes to

colonize a part cf Little Tartary ; but from their

grief and hardships, he says, seven th^u:s md
only survived to the end of the year. 'cse

remarks, if justly estimated, tend to shew iu^

weak cind vulnerable parts of the Ottomans,

and to display the immediate necessity of their

coming to a good understanding with their

Greek subjects : this would prove a mutual

advantage, and without it they are vidone,

A
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A har])our near Greece and the Dardanelles

has long heen a favourite pursuit oftht Rus-

sian cahinct. The late Empress, says Mr.

Y^ 11^ liad proposed to purchase the sove-

reignty of the little island Lampedosa from the

Kinsv of Xa]>les. Except IMalta, it is one of

t\\v bc:)t Stations in the Mediterranean for a

tleet, and, with a trifling expence, could be

made an excellent harbour : from Malta,

Sicily, and Africa, it is one hundred miles

distant. It wns determined to establish a

dock-yard there, to fortify it, and to institute

in it an Order of Knightkood of Russians and

Greeks, l^aul has recently succeeded, by his

treaty with England and Austria, to obtain

])osscssion of Corfu, a good island and har-

bour, and almost within sight of Greece.

This is a convenient rendezvous for his emis-

saries to recommence their plots, and v/ill serve

as a place of arms for supplying the necessary

implements. As an additional reward for his

periidv, Paul now demands Malta; and the

refusal has excited those sensations of re-

venp-e against Britain, v/hich demonstrate the

grand objects of this possession ; but so far

from submitting to this demand, I advise our

Ministers to expel him., without delay, from

Corfu.

FvCid tiie historian Gibbon's eloquent de-

scription
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scription of Constantinople, and tlic reasons

uhicli (Ictcrininecl the Roman cnij)cior Con-

stantinc to remove the seat of government

from Italy, and to make this the magnilieent

dud ecntral metrc^polis of the old worhl. Read,

ill tliesaine author, tlie formidable naval expe-

(htioii uliirh, in the deeline of that empire

in th.e rei^'ii of Justiniiin, t^nd under Belisarins,

flailed liom C'oiistaiitinnple to reeover the re-

volted pro\ inees oil tlie Afriean eoast. That

inland S'.;i alone, hctween the Dardanelles and

Jiospliorns, maintainetl twenty thousand sailors

iL' ^t^ nrolific lishery ; add to this the numerous

IrLl iS and indented haysof the Arehipelago,

antl so well adapted to maritime aggrandize-

merit. It appears from the Chevalier Tott,

and 'Mr. i^aton's later account, that Constan-

tinople itself, and tlie streights leading into it

tVom the Euxine and the Mediterranean, offer

too many temptations to a powerful invader,

and one incessantly on ih.e watch to strike this

decisive and deadly blow. Every one knows

that it was the stroni>- fortifications of Constan-

tlnople, and the mysterious Greek fire, which,

during so many ages, and even centuries, sus-

tained the tottering empire against the reite-

rated shocks of the northern barbarians, and
against the Saracens and Turks.

The latter were at last enabled to surmount

-i' Its
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its solid ramparts, merely through internal

discord, and the want of a suthcient irarrison.

At present, such is tlie stupid infatuation and
neghgence of the Ottoman government, that

Air. Eaton demonstrates both the Bosphorus
and the Darthinelles to be insufficient barriers

against a hostile fleet, and tlie golden harbour
to be accessible to fire-ships. The land face
ofthe triangle, in which Constantinople is built,

lies ecpuilly exposed
; and the Ottoman en-

gineers and artillerists are not more respectable

ilian the fortli'ieations. These, however, are
tlie keys and the citadel of the Ottoman em-
pire

;
and if not soon repaired, and defended

vvith skill and resolution, all will be lost. The
lliissians, once possessed of those keys of tlic

old world, of an additional po])ulation al/iost

ctpaal to one half of Europe, of a double land
force and revenue, of a navy capable, througli

this acquisition, of being augmented in a ten-

ibld degree beyond its present force and num-
ber, and at one fourtli the expence of every
other maritime state:—with these, and many
more consequent advantages too numerous to

insert in this sketch, 1 ask, what prospects

uould all the Mediterranean states have of
escaping that vassalage to which those in the

iJaltic are now subjected by Russia ? How lono-

«'ould they tkatter themselves v.ith a respite

from tlie yawning cave of rolyphenius: Bv

vvhut
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: ; t ;;:t;ons vhU-h on this s.O.Jec. «-o^

portant ones T-evcr cngagf.l he att.nt.

the British Senate and Cabinet.

CHAP
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CHAPTER IV.

Of the Projects of Russia, not on Ij/ against the

British Dominions in Ilindoostan, but also

against Persia, China, Japan, Mexico, and

the N.JV. Coast of North America; iciih the

Means of counteracting them.

JN o author, that I have read, has discussed

the land invasion of India, upon the grand

scale of an engineer, who expands his views to

the defence of an entire empire, v/ho discerns

the natural* and artificial difficulties to be sur-

mounted, and the means of defence which

might be adopted. I submit my plan, which

has at least some novelty in it, to public cri-

ticism ; but it requires a few preliminary ob-

servations.

CHAP

If Russia, in its present state, is capable of

giving any serious alarm to the British posses-

sions in India, it must be obvious that the sub-

version of the Ottoman empire would greatly

promote those means of annoyance. We \e<- i

from Mr. Eaton, and I know it from other au-

thority, that, in resentment of British inter-

ference, about ten years ago, respecting Oc-

zakow.
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;?!:iko\v, a plan \rns sno-rrestcH to tlic Russian

('abir.et by one St. ricnic, n rrcncliman, tr*r

\i]c iuvasini oi iiuli i'w'o of the olMCct'

propificcl by that pliMi v/cit'. tiie cxj)ul:>ion of

the Engli.sh from I;enc\"al and Eahar, and thr

rtiuhtatenicr.t uf thic i\J')a'ul on the throne of

Delhi. Vv'c a re not toll :tli v.hctiicr anotncr IxiisR
siaii prince, like the younu; Coiistantine, the

candidate for the Ottoman throne, was to have

been educated in the Persian and .Sauevit ban-

ages ; so that, wlien the Mop-ul puppet hadu

jKTtbnncd his part, he might be conveniently

di.-indsscd on a pL-nsion, as lately happened' to

the Kin"' of Pola.nd. a creuture ot^ Rnssia. In

this case, tfie dcsccp.dant of 'J'ainerlan.e woidd

have ciilv chan<j:ed a ^lahratta for a Russian

liiastcr.

Russia, whose tremendous power and iti-

satiabte ambition wa.s one subject of the pre-

cecfiiip; cliapter, lias now almost within her

grasp tlie Ottoman and Persian dominions.

Within tlie present circumference of these

s])acious dominions (if we except Ptome) all

the venerable kingdoms of anti([uity had their

root and orii^n. In this voluptuous centre of

the old world, v.e recog-nize the Egyptian,

AssViian. liahylonian, ^ledian, Persian, Ju-

dean, i'lifrnician, Tyrian, Carthaginian,

Grecian, Macedonian, and lastly Roman em~

pirc.

r
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pirc. Duriiio- many thou?.and years, the navl-

gation and coiniricrcc or these llkistrious na-

tions v.L're eireiimseribcd, or nearly so, to the

Eiixine, I'gTan and -Mediterranean Seas, and to

the Red Sea, Persian (Jidph, and Indian Oeean.

India, or Ilindoostan. "We learn from He-

rodotus, that, during tlie earhest and briUiant

period of tlie Persian monarehy, thr provinees

of Ilindoostan bordering on the In (his formed

one of the most lucrative satrapies of the Per-

sian revenue. India was afterwards introduced

into more general historical notice, by the in-

vasion of the Macedonian conqueror, Alex-

ander, M'kich is nearly three centuries and a

half before the Christian asra. He, too,

marched from the present pAiropean Turkey

into Asia Minor, antl, after his conquest of

Persia, invaded Ilindoostan with an ainiy of

more than oneliundred thousand men. Arriaii,

his historian, makes us acquainted with his

march and line of operation, across the nortli

of Persia, from tlie Caspian Sea to the river

Indus ; that is, through the present Candahar

and CabuL It is agreed that Alexander cross-

ed the Indus about Attock, and afterwards

its nearest branch, the Ilydaspes or Jelum, in

defiance of a bordering king, Porus, and his

unwieldy line of elephants. After advancing

and wautonlv rava<>-in2: two hundred miles of

a the
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the countrv between the ri\c i' real l)ianehc.> of

tlie liuhis, the jneseiit I'anju!), aiul Icrritoi-y

of llie Sciks, .Viexandc r \\as w oiiiuied anil raI t;

tij^uea; :ji(I, coheeting" aiui hiiildiii'?; ships, li

sailed southwards di)\v]\ tlie Indus, and hi

:u'ni\' iX'turiiCd iiacK b\' a illOlt coast! nii" v()v;.<?:e

to I ci-ia. '<'\'entcCi) ccjitinies seem tol \i\\c

<i lipped iVom /ilexandci' to the second great

in\-asi(Hi of India \)v 'ianu rhiiie, lliis man of

Mood was born near Sanuu\:an',l, about nii( I"

m;\\ netween the C isjiian an( I Ind us, an{ 1 had,

oi- aOected to ha\e, a pedigree of se^'eral gene-

1 itioiis in descent from tlie ferocious Mogul

Tartar, Zcnghis Khan. Tamerhme's first suc-

(•(^s^es ve:e i'.i>ainst Ids neif'hbourino- tribes

daiH.i riva ind a.<'-aii St r ersia he tllen set out

from Sannrcand v. itii aii army of ninety tbou-

MiU'd ca\-aji\', to invacle im TiUS ami }' in

two scpai^Uc divisions, cr;)-' ; d the Indus near

Attoe

tion i

i\ <; [I at }iloulrai], and, foi

til <_ 1 I

, lorming a june-

nja!). advanced to Delhi. Ta-

ruerlaiic had previously ascertained, by Ids

.spies, that tlie Delhi empire, which four cen-

turies before had passed into the hands of the
r..l
lai-onietan iMiltan or vjiiizni, was m a state ot

anarchy and weakness; and he succeeded, by

a decisive victoiy, in bceomhig master of the

After creel ini;-, accordino- to hismetropol

ilusual eii^Luin, a tiiumpnal pyramn[1 of ninety

[1 !tiiois 111(1 !iL;maa .skuds, the victii )fhms oT nis am-

bition,

i

1.
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l)ition, he returned hack iLe sauu' ye;ir lo b.i-

JiKirciUul, aiul, one luiiulrcd years alu r, his de-

scendants sueee^sfnllv/revhid ihcir -ineesiMr*.^

hloody patent and title t) th^- Dvliii lliinnr.

INIany reeiproeal ])redat()iy iii^r.isiop.s 'and een-

([uests upon each other ot' the rc^tk'^s po\\\ i-.

seated on cac !i si<U' of the Iudu-> are ri\''ri(h'd,

iVou] the lime or' AUwander to tli;- anival oT thv-

Enroj)eans in Iiin(k)Ostan ; hut tlr^se niuil be

learned from "the Asiatic histurl.ins.

The transient invasion and phanderof Delhi

hy Nadir Shah, tk.e Persian usurper, in the

present century, is well known, and need not

be repeated. All the European nations have

fonnd tlieir way to India by the sea: amongst

tlic earliest intruders v.cre the rorti:i>-ueze,

now civ.iiu:lled into insio-niiicance he >rin-

cipal possessions of Britain in Ilindoorstan have

been acquired v/ithin the latter halfoi' tlie last

century ; and it is admitted that tliis has been the

most liappy and tranquil period in the lilstory

of Hindoostan, particularly in those provinces

subjected to Britain. With tlic CTvCcption of

the splendid reigns of the !\Iong-ul Ackbar

and Aurengzebe, India has been almost inces-

santly rent with feudal anarchy and civil dis-

cord ; and when a convenient opportunity pre-

sented, these emperors were obeyed by their

tributary vassals, like the Emperor of Ger-

many
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niany by his nine independent electors. To

this t'ciuhil system, disiiirection and revolt,

the I'mojx'ans are indel)trd lor their first ad-

nHssi(;ii and ^iuceess.

India, in its general sliiipe, res(Mnl)les a eone,

or,sup,vj- loal'; the p!ii!it of this cone, at Ceylon

ami Cape C(;i>iarin, is litlh^ nune than i\\c de-

!>'rees norih ol' the etiiiatoi': its i>Teat northern

base, atla.ehed to the snoM'V mountains of Thi-

her, })asses by sixeial det^rees the tropie of

Caneer ; and its breadth in that part is not

jnueh iiilerior to the lenu;th. In proportion to

iis extent, India has very tew good harbours.

On tlic east, Trineomale alone deserves that

epithet : on the west side, Nature has been more

bountiful ; Ave there find Mangalore, Goa,

Donibay, and several others of inferior ^c.

This great peninsula is now partitioneu into

about ten or ii dozen leading states, exelusivc

of Ranas, Rajahs, and independent tribes in

great number. The predominant states aretlic

British, Oude, Seiks, West and East ?vJahrat-

tas, llajapoots, Nizam, Areot, i\fysore, Tra-

vaneore ; and the population is equal to half of

Europe.

The prineipc'^ possessions of Great Britain

are on the north-east extrennty of India, in-

eiuding Bengal, Bahar, and Benares. Bengal

is one continued plain, lik« Egypt or the

Nether-
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Netherlaiuls, the majestic Ganges niiiniiii^

nearly through its centre. From thr snow and

storms in tlie elevated mountains ot'ihihet,

and the annual periodical rains, this river rises

to overliow its hanks, and to inundate the thit

country, which is then traversed in numerous

boats, and the scene enlivened hv a husv in-

land na\igati:)n. Tin; luitive Gentoo popula-

tion ol" those tliree provinces is ecjual to tiiat of

Great I'ritain and Ireland; and their area in

square miles is greater. The annu:il revenue

is stated at seven millions sterling, almost the

whole of which iscNpendedin the necessary esta-

blishments of oovernment. This government is

gradually approximating to the Gentoo code

and established customs, so far as is consistent

with the political dependence and subordination

of this remote state; and the native agriculture

and manufactures arc eminently beneiited by

British connections. Tlie military force of these,

together with the southern establishments of

Britain, might, in extraordinary emergencies,

be raised to one hundred thousand men, mcU

disciplined and commanded, and adapted for

every purpose of war ; and the auxiliary force

of the British allies nuiy be rated at as many

more. On the north and east these three pro-

vinces are defended by a strong natural bar-

iier of mountains covered with snow, and by

broad rivers and forests : the Bengal sea

5 washes
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Bi washes the M)uth-cast ; hut aloii<>' the south

the ?\Ia]irattas touch the British frontier,

which iu Tuany pl.iccs is pervious to hot^i in-

iautrv and caviiu\'. 'ihcwc--t trjuticr, towards

Delhi and the liuhis, is iu a great degree

coA'ered ])y the I;r( id arch and four united

branches of tlie CJaiigcs, Uvdt is, from AUahah

to a httle above Paiua. On tlie front and ria;ht

of tilis frontier the British alh% Ou(h% ispkicerb

Fort Williani, coinnianding the entrance from

the sea to (,'akMitta, is the only regular British

fortress in tlic north of India.

i.

We may now proceed systematically to ex-

amine what prospect of success, by the pro-

j)osed plan, the Russian Cabinet car. rationally

entertain against the British possessions iu

Hindoostan. I'ntil the Ottoman and Persian

dominions snail be reduced t(i a state of vas-

salao;e or sul)ieeiion to Uus^ia, tlicir line of

operation must proceed foiu Astracmi, and

frofn thence across the inland Caspian Sea to

Astrabad in Persia, a vovaire of 700 miles.

From Astrabad to th" iiuhis is a land-march

of i)00 miles, whether they proceed by the

usual route of Candah:ir and Cabul, • r by

the northern route of Bochara and Samai-cand.

By Mr. Foster's Journal it does not appear that

the roads from tlie Caspian to the Indus can

be called militarv roads; and throu<>-liout tlie

U'rcutest
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greatest part of this land march tliere is no di-

rect convenience of water carriage. The river

Cabul has but a short conrse of ^00 miles to

reach the Indus, and is said to be inconvenient

for navigation. Delln, in the centre between

the Indus and the Britisli frontier, is th.e r.exc

station tliere water-carriage can be procured.

From the Indus through Delhi to the Ihitisli

frontier is 800 miles; makinL>- in the whole

L'400 miles distanre, by the roads, between the

Jlussian and Bitish frontier. This marcli

would be througli the present country of the

Asgans or Abdalli, and of the feudal Sovereign

of Candahar and Cabul; and Persian and Tar-

tar tribes lie on each flank. If the army is

numerous, magazines must he collected for the

men and liorses ; and \\ithoutthe assistance or

concurrence of the Asgan Sovereign and his

tumultuous vassals, the attempt Avould he too

luizardous. Candaliar and Cabul, the capital

ciric s of ihis state, liave alwavs been termed

tlie ii'ates into Persia and Tart :rr\ fiorn Ilia-

doostan.

Let us, however, suppose, that, someliov/ or

other, all these difficulties are surmounted, and

that the Russian armv has reached tlie Indus.

\\ liat then : W ithout the permission or aid of

the Sfiks or .Mahrattas, it could net, without

great risk. ';idvii!!ce lo the IJiitisli iVoiitiir.

The
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m The IVlahrattas, as Crcntoos, would not proba-

l)]v welcome tluir iiisctcrate enemy tbeAs"\nn:s:

nor would it be ibr tbe interest of the Seiks to

introduce an arinyortbo.se predatory hordes

into their country. Tbe restoration of tlic

Mo^'id cmnire could not be a<>;rccablc to

cither, and still less .so if dictated by a Russian

army. Tbe enemy must also l)e apprised that

th:' I^ritisb t>'o\cnnnent at liome and in India

would not bv' iunetive in putting into motion

every eri^^'ine of anuo\ance.

From the brenUh :]ni\ rapidity of the Indus,

(says My. Fosler,) if uell defended on the op-

posile sid(% the attempt of any army to force

a passao'e would be both arduous and full of

danger : in another j)lacc, he adds, tlie military

character of the Knglish is in tbe first repute

anvju^'st the Asj'-ans »)f Cabul. The Indus, or

Sinde, t.:ikes its rise from the mountains of

Tartarv and Thil)et ; from thence to its mouth

IS luor !)an <;n th.ui sand miles ; and there

are but L-urc j-'ri^tcipui p/i.s.scb- Ity which it can

be crossed b\- an arm\ : these ixisses are near

its liead ; Cashmire, tlie most iu>rtliern, is J250

Moultan ; Attock lies m
ith fr

miles distant fr 'Ul

tl le ccntr All tl- e r; nia-ning soutli frontier

or India, from Moultan to the sea, is defended

by an impervious barrier of mountain, water,

and saudv desert. In tlic rainy season the

country
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ooimtiy near IMoiiltan is mar.sliy and over-
flowed, and tlie climate unliealtliy. My pro-
position, therefore, and tlie essential partoimv
plan, is, that theBriti.li East-India Conipanv,
on being apprised of such an intended inva-
sion, should clllier send a detachment to oc-
cupy Cashmire, or, wliat I more fetrenuouslv
recommend is, to purchase, from tlie Kino- of
(ahui, his precarious sovereignty over tlii.?

remote province. From that comnianding sta-
tioii, witli an elective land a-.J naval force,
an invader miglit be prevented from crossing
tlie Indus, the Jelum, and Panjab; or, should
this iirst line of defence be forced, he must en-
counter tlie second line upon the British fron-
tier and arch of the Ganges, and at the same
time contend with detachments on his flank
and rear.

Cashmire lies in the north-west and higlicst
angle of India, in 35 V. latitude, and within
about fifty miles of the Imixv at its descent
through the mountains. Nature luis been pro-
digal to an extreme in its bounties to tliis insu-
lated region

; and it might well have been se-
lectedfor the enchanting residence of the first
parents of mankind. This delightful vail, y is
ofan oval form, 80 miles by 50, sunounded
by a massy amphitheatre of stately mountains
covered with snow; through these mountains

ii .six
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six (liiiicult passes only open into the luxuriant

A-alley. 'J'lic Jeluni, or I Jvplmsis, tlic nearest

JKi\igable hruiieh ot" the Indus, runs throuj^lj

the centre : and towns, ^•illa^•es, fruit trei's,

f)owermiz' >lnid)i md mnuineraulc cascadeshl( ;1(

rolling- down the mountains, enliven this ter-

restrial paradise. iJere likewise is concentrated

the ceiebrated nianuiactorv of shawls, an article

of dress in universal estimation throui>'hout Asia

and Enrope. C'ashmire, says tliatdislingnished

geographer Major Rennel, is justly celebrated,

throughout all Asia, for its romantic beauties,

the fertility of its soil, and th,c temperature of

its atniospliere. It has too long groaned under

the tyrannical viceiicrents of the C'abul sove-

reign. Between twenty and thirty lacks of

rupees are annually extorted by him from this

nj)prcssed people, a very small portion of winch

ii> remitted to the Cabul treasury

Under a just British goveuiment, an army

suliicient for defending the passes of the Indus

and of theJelum against any invader mitj-htbc

maintained at Cashmire, and the inliabitants

enriched and made happy. Iiuleed, all the

north-west frontier Towers of India, the

Seiks and Mahrattas, would have si'ood reason

to rejoice at the total exclusion of the Cabul

plunderers. The chmate of C ashndie would, in

the annual eliunge of cantonments, be ex-

tremelv



5\

trrmely bcndicial to tlie British army in Bcri-
J>al, aiif] particularly to the Europeans; it

would not only contribute to the restoration of
broken constitutions, but would impart to the
^vhole army more resolution and vigour, by
bracing their animal spirits and muscular
strength. From Rohilcund, at the extremity
ot Oude, to Cashmirc, would not be aboNc
400 miles march along the verge of the niouii-
Tains in .Mr. Fostcr-s track, and avoiding the
country of the Seiks. In another view, reflect

upon the consequences of suffering a formid-
able invader to take secure post in Cashmirc.
and to advance from thence, at his leisure,

into Ilindoostan, after tampeiing with the
predatory tribes in that route. It is an axiom
in fortification, .^hat if there is any command-
ing ground near the works which would
facilitate the attack of an enemy, there an
outwork should be erected to exclude him.
I consider Cashmirc as this outwork to the
north-west face of India. An invading army,
detained for any considerable time from cross-

ing the Indus and Jelum, both ofwhich admit
of defence by land and water, might find them-
selves in tiic^ predicament of the Israelites in the

Arabian desert. For more minute informa-
tion respecting Cashmire, see Foster, Cernier,
Iienn(rl, Ayon, and Ackboree.



l!

I now rctuiH i).ic:k to tlic Bntisb frontier ami

airh of the Gan!;Ts. 'J"l lis arch, Ironi AUahab

to above Patna, might be made more secure botli

by laud and water. From Allahab tlirougb

ltunia";ur,t()Cattack, seems the line and station

for co\ erinji' tlie south frontier of Ben^'al. I

apprehend Cattaek might, by exchange or pur-

chase, be obtained from the Berar Ivlahratta.

Upon the defence of the Britisb southern pos-

sessions in India I shall devote a very few words.

As the implacable enemy of the Company,

Tippoo Saib, is now ovevthrown, the ]\Iahrattas

and Nizam are the only native powers capable

of giving any uneasiness in that quarter; and

European enemies must all approach them by

the sea. But it cannot be concealed that

there is liere such an extent and labyrinth of

frontier, such iinindiscreet territorial monopoly,

that the fatal example of the IVIonguls should

iiave discouraged and limited. The best way to

secure friends or allies is to make it their in-

terest to be so : It is an aphorism that should

be more attended to by the Directors of the

East India Company

.

Persia, since the decease of Nadir Shaw,

has been a frightful den of uproar, civil war,

and massacre. Some years ago it was split into

three hostile states ; and at one time, says Mr.

Eaton, three ambassadors from the rival Khans

4 came
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CRme to Russia, to solicit Assistance against his

adversary. * The stratagem of the kite Russian
empress in erecting a fort near Astrabad, and
its demolirion hv the neio-hbourinQ- KJian is

related by Mr. Fostei-. ]\lany years before this

event, he says, tlic Court of Petersburgh began
to entertain jealousies of the English established

in Persia
:
the Persians m ere partial to them,

both to enrich their country by trade, and
Avere desirous to be assisted in constructino-

armed vessels, tliat they might Avrest from the
Russians their usurped dominion over the Cas-
pian Sea. Upon the lucrative fisheries and
conmierce of that inland sea, twenty thousand
sailors are now maintained. A considerable

commercial intercourse, both in exports and
imports, is still maintained by theEast IndiaCom-
pany with Persia, which might be prodigiously
increased to their mutual advantage, were that
distracted people restored to order and tran-
quillity. United under one monarchy, Persia

supported a doubtful conflict during five hun-
dred years, with the mature strength of the

Roman empire. By this incessant warfare, botli

nations became exhausted, and Persia fell an
early prey to the first fanatic armies of ]\Iaho-

rnet. Proselytes to the religious sect of Ali,

the Persians entertain an implacable hatred
against the Ottoman and other Mahometans of

the
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tliC .'>ccl of Omar ; and the A-n^ans of Caljul avf

of this latter sect.

Chinn. It is ccencrally known tliat the latL'

Uussian empress employed, amongst many other

.scienti(icmeii,C'aj)tainsnilling\saiidTie\anniun,

two Englislnnen, and pupils of the celebrated

navigator Captain Co( k, to survey all the east-

ern coasts, not onlyof Sil)eria, but also of Eastern

Taitary, and e\ en some j^arts of the 0])])osit(;

N.AV. coast ofN.America: they were particularly

instructed to mark out proper portsfor establish-

ing dock-yards and admiralty courts upon both

the northei'u sides of thc]^:'cific Ocean; Ochoz

and Kamshatka, on the dreary Siberian shores,

being unser\iccal)lc for this purpose. The

mouth of the great river Amour or Singalien,

,'JOO miles to the south of Ochoz, Avas fixed upon

by the commissioners of survey as the principal

Asiatic naval ])ort ; and Prince William' Sound,

in the \. \V. coast of North America, as tlie

])rincipal North American port A considerable

army was to have been detached by a land-march

ofmany thousand miles throuq-h Siberia to Kam-
sliatka, and a squadron fiom the Baltic was

under orders to sail to the Pacilic, and to con-

liuct this army to the two intended naval ports.

This however was but the prelude to an infinitely

more extensive project. The Russian empress

and cabinet proposed to help themselves to »a

\\
verv
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very larg-e slice of tin's new surveyed territory.

The settlement o-msped at by ilussia included
the whole oi' J-'asteru Tartarv horcU linir on tlie

Japan sea andCorcan .q;ulp]i, 1rr,ni the mouth of
the great river Singalien north, to th"e\tremitv
of Corea south, and from thence running into

an angle within a liundred miles of Pekin,
the northern metropolis of China, ami actuallv

trespassing upon tJic sununer recreations of the

Chinese monarch. The area of this I^asteru

Tartary is very liulc Inferior to that of all llin-

doostan. I have seen a copy of the Kussiau
survey and memorial on tliis subject. The
possession and settlement of such a vast, and
in many places fertile, territory, with the other

collateral objects, the military incorporation

of the Tartars into their service, might have
encouraged the Cabinet of Petersburgh to a

project so daring and diificult as the con-
quest of the resolute Japanese. In fact, the
attempt to prepare means for such a stu-

pendous plan, could not fail to excite alarm

throughout all the nations of Asia, and even of
America bordering on the Pacific Ocean. The
Chinese government may, without any incon-

venience, easily frustrate this plan at its out-

set; that is, to send a few millions of their

crowded population to colonize all Eastern

Tartary, and to exclude any Russian establisli-

jnent.

JapaHy
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Japan, or Nipon.—Whoever reads Kcnipfcr

anil Thunbciic's liistorv of this extraordiiaarv

Asiatic island, boidciing upon the North of

China, and iVonting Eastern Tartary—of its

wonderful population, its agriculture, its lishc-

ric-s, its cabinet Morks, and skill in other

arts, its j)olitical economy, its inhabitants

from tlie king to the peasant clotlied in silk,

its rich mines, and even mountains of the

purest gold, copper, nnd iron, t^Ve. &c. must

wonder that no J]rltish minister has yet at-

tempted by a suitaljJc embassy, to open a

Iriendly intercourse w ith Japan. The Portu-

guc;:e, a century and a half ago, were too

severely chastised for their bigoted ingrati-

tude and incendiary plots against the Japanese

government, and have since been supplanted

by the Dutch East India Company. The

Russians from Ochoz and Kamshatka have

lono: been encroachinc: on the Kurile. and other

north islands of Japan. If I\lr. Eaton's infor-

mation is correct, they have lately, by the

followino; accident, introduced themselves to

this suspicious and haughty government. A
Japanese vessel was wrecked on the Siberian

coast ; the crew were detained iu Russia until

they had learned the language, and were them

returned home, accompanied with an embassy

and presents to the Court at Jeddo. Mr.

Eaton adds, that the Russians were, from this

circum-'
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ciicuinataiu'c, admitted to Llic saujL^ oommcr.iial

privilco'cs as tlic Uiilclj. It is not as conipc'litors

with Dutch pcdlais that the Uiis.ian Cahinet

has solicited achnissioii iato Japan. Their oili-

cial secret anil nltiniate ohjccls are (hsclosed,

and tlie jealous despotism of that pecuhar go-

vernment may flatter them with liopes of suc-

ceeding tlu'ough the dipaliection of the native

feudal princes.

he
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Mexico, and the Norlk-xvcst Coast of North
America.—The Russian Cabinet has been lonsL'

endeavouring to convert to their own exclusive

advantage the discoveries of Captain Cook,

and other British navigators, on the coasts of

the Pacific, and to make progressiva encroach-

ments on the north-west coast of North Ame-

rica. They have not only been intent on esta-

blishino- naval arsenals there, but likewise in

making preparations for ste^iling upon, andsciz-

inir, the rich aold mines of Mexico and Cali-

fornia. It is no secret that the richest mines

()\ Mexico are gradually migrating northward

towards California ; that the Spaniards and

native Americans are incessantly at war ; and

that the principal dock-yard, St. Bias, near the

, Gulph of California, has supplanted Acapulco,

the naval port in the days of Anson. I am un-

der some promise of secrecy, or I could be

more explicit on this subject. From thecheap-

I ness
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ncss and almiHliincc of labour and naval stoics,

from tlic (U"i'{>, spacious harbours and inland

bays, a na\al power niii>ht be erected there ;

and sonic ships of UKiny lumdied tons burthen

have been lately built for the Russian service.

The beautiful furs and skins of both land and

sea animals, e^})eciully the sea otter, abound on

this coast; they are hunted and collected by

the natives, and disposed of in barter, to the

great emolument of the European pur'diaser,

AV'ho finds a ready market for them in Asia and

in Europe. Salmon and otlicr excellent fisli

are in great plenty. INIasts for the largest

sbi])s, and ether tind)er, may be had in any

<piantity ; and flax might be cultivated to ad-

vantage. The Avhole north-west coast of the

Pacific, as far as Cape Horn, swarms with

black and spermaceti whales, sea lions, and

other fish, from which lamp-oil is extracted.

Every useful information in this respect, both

for scientific and commercial men, may be ob-

tained from those celebrated navigators in the

Pacific, Cook, Perouse, Colnet, and Vancou-

ver; and from the correct surveys and chirts,

both of the interior and of the coasts of South

America, now engraving by Mr. Faden and Mr.

ArroM'smith. A British squadron should be im-

mediately detached to the Pacific, to expel the

Kussians from the north-west coast of North

America; and it would be adviseable, at the

same
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same time, to C(ilonIze the piiucipal liarbours

with British, Irib!i,Aii;ciicaiis, Germans, Dutch,

Sandwich Islarulcis, &c. •

I am now to take my final leave of Russia:

and I can coiilick'ntly assert, that in no part n\'

the precedino; y]:ttcli 1 liave intentionally mis-

represented the political mo ality ol'that Cinirl

and Cabinet. Had I been disposed, instead ot"

plain facts, to deal in iiivective, I might ha\(.;

reprobated their appeals to the Supreme BeinL^,

for whicli, in mask in <^ all their designs, that

Cabinet has long been notorious. Should tlie

other Courts of Europe still continue to be

lulled by them into security, I can only lament

their infatuation, and that this distemper is so

general and epidemic ; and at a period when

judgment and decisive activity are imperious-

ly required.

riNis
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The Fifth Edition y Price 7 s 6d.

I OF

A POLITICAL and MILITARY RHAPSODY
on the INVASION and DEFENCE of GREAT
BRITAIN and IRELAND : illustrated MJth cngrr^vcd

Charts.

By the late GENERAL LLOYD.
To which is added, a SUPPLEMENT by tiic EDITOR.

Sold by J. Debkett, Piccadilly; and T. Egf.rton,

Whitclial'l.

[The fuhjcct of Neutral Cunvovs, on v\l»ich th.e

N()nTHERN' CoNrRDi: R ACT is pretended to be ioiind-

cd, and \\hieh formed tlic chief discission in Par-

liament on Monday February 2, is fully elucidated in

tlie followinn: 'Fracr.]

This Day was pulli^ha^t Price 4s.

Upon the VISITATION of NEUTRAL VESSELS
under CONVOY; or, An Impartial Examination of 3

Judgm'^nt prononnctd by the English Court of Admiralty,

the I ith of June 1790, in the Cafe of the SV/EDISH
CONVOY ; with fomc Additions and Corrections.

I3v Mr. ]. F. W. SCHLEGEL, . .

Doctor cind PioFessor of Law in the University of Copcn-

liagcn, Extvnnrc'inary Assessor of the Kigh Court oi

Ju'^t!cc, and Member of several Lecrned Socittics.

'Fr.HK'-l:iud trem tlic Danisli, under the infpection ef tlie

Autli;^r, by Mr. DE JUGE; French Inspector at the

Acadcn.y of Cadets of Marine at Copenhagen ; and

thence into F^n^libh.

Printed for J. Di.BRETT, oppo&ile Eurlington Hci;fe,

IMccadilly.

Of whom may be had,

The EARL of LIVERPOOL'S DISCOURSE on

Jhr- CONDUCT of GREAT .RRFI AIN in respect to

NEUTRAL NATION:S. A Ntw Evlitiwi.
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