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[LANGE OF NOTES (NO VEMBER 18 AND'DECEMBER 5, 1946)
BETWEEN CANADA AND THE UNITED -STATES 0F AMEIIICA
RLLATING TO THE APPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION 0F
TUE (RUSH-RAGOT) AGREEMENT OF 1817 CONCERNING
THE NAVAL FORCES ON TUE GREAT LAKES.*

The Canadian Ambassador to the United States

to the Secretary of Stçete q4 the United ,States

ýÇAXÀ.DIAN EMBASSY

WSHiNGToN, November'18,'1946.
No. 421

You will recail that the Rush-Bagot Agreement of 1817 has been the subject
scussion hetween our Governments on several occasions in recent yoars and
iiote8 were exchanged in 1939, 1940 and 1942t reJating te, the applicationi
interpretation of this Agreement. It has heen recognized by both our

ýrnments that the detailed provisions of the Rush-B agot Agreement are not
icable to present day conditions, but that as a symbol of friendly relations
lding over a period of nearly one hundred and thirty years the Agreement
ýsses great historie importance. Lt, is thus the spirit of the Agreement rather
its detailed provisions which serves to guide our Governiments in matters

~ing to naval forces on the Great Laites.
Discussions have taken place in the Permanent Joint Board on Defence
regard to the stationing on the Great Laites of naval vessels for the purpose

'aining naval reserve persornnel. The naval authorities of both our Govern-
Ls regard such a course as valuable from the point of view of naval training
the Board hm recorded its opinion that such action would be consistent with
!Pirit of existing agreements. The Canadian Governm-ent concurs ini this
Ion,
Ini order that the views of our two Goverrumente may be plaeed on record,
Ve the honour to propose that the stationing of naval vessels on the Great
ýs for training purposes by either the Canadian Government or the Ujnited
es Government shail bce regarded as consistent with the spirit of the
ý-Bagot Agreement provided that full information about the number,
C>ition, f unctions and armament of such vessels shal bie commumicated by
1C4overnment to the other in adywnce of the assignment of vessels to service

hle Great Laite6. If your Government concurs in this view, this note and
' tly thereto shall be regarded as constituting a further interpretation of
Rs-Bagot Agreement accepted by our two Oovernments.

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest conisideration.

H!. H. WRONG,

fjanadian Ambassador.

1o he text of the Rush-Baet Agreemetit of 1817, ne "Trea-kies affeeting Canada in force
e' i aet n h ntd ttso mrc" taa King'm Printer. 1927. p. 12.
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The Acting Secretary of State of the United States
ta, the Canadian, Amba88ador to the United States

DEPARTMPENT 0F STATE

EXCEUNCY:WAsHiNGTON, December 5, 1946.

I have the honor Vo acknowledge the receipt of your note No. 421
November 18, 1946, in which you advised me that your Governrnent
proposed a further interpretation of the detailed provisions of the Rush-BB9
Agreement. My Government, is in complete accord with yours as to the histi
importance of this, Agreemnent as a symbol of the friendship between our 1
countries and agrees that it is the spirit of this Agreement which guides
Governments ini matters relating to naval forces on the Great Lakes.

I amn now pleased to inform you îthat my Government concurs with Y
proposai, namely, that the stationing of naval vessels on the Great Lakes
training purpofes by either the Canadian Government o>r the UJnited Sti
Government a3hail be regarded as consistent with the spirit of the Rush-Ba
Agreement provided that full information about ithe number, dispositi
funetions and armament of sucli vessels shall be commumicated by eý
Government to the other- in advance of the assignment of vessels to ser'
on the Gret Lakee.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of ny highest consideratioIl.

DEANi ACHIESON,

Acting Secretary of State.
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