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EDITORIAL JOTTINGS.

ATTENTION 15 directed to the letter from
Mr. Pedley on our Foreign Mission enter-
prize. The fact that we have a mis-

sionary will be, if accomplished—and no-

reason now exists why it should not be accom-
plished—another denominational bond giv-

ing consistency and direction to our aim.

Nothing like unity in purpose to bind men and
churches together.

Tug Editor has been from home, and a few

of his denominational notes will, therefore be |

transferred from the news column to the jot-
tings. Our visit was to Montreal, where an

early opportunity was taken of visiting the new |

college buiiding, a representation of which ap-
peared in our June number of last year. The
building is finished, the fitting yrt to be done.
Though lacking the massivencss of other
huildings for similar purposes near by, it is

a solid looking and most creditable structure.
The rooms are spacious, neat, and the appli-

ances for light, heat, and sanitary comfort are
of the very best. As an unpretentious, but
substantial home for our students, it is all
that can be reasonably desired.

moving. The College building proper has
cost about %23,000 and is paid for. Some

28,000 will in all probability be owing on the ’

residence of the Principal, the interest upon
which, meanwhile, will be met by a rent
charge, which it is not desirable to perpetuate.

The expenses attendant upon the new build-

ing will nccessitate an increased income,

which, we beg to assure our churehes, will be -

more than justified by the increased efliciency
of the work done, and by the moral environ-
ment thus afforded to student iife. A good
start has been made in the new departures of

college worlk, now, a united and persevering -
effort, and an impetus to our denominational .
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Into -the’
Principal’s residence Dr. Stevenson is now -
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3 work will begin, which will surprise and gratify
all.  There is yet considerable furnishing to be
t done ; and churches, and with individuals, may
' find ample opportuuity for extending substan-
{ tial sympathy. The dormitories are to be fur-
nished, each student having his separate room,
and contributions are solicited therefor. About
-twenty can be thus accommodated, and we
would suggest to churches that they take
"charge of one or more rooms, to be known by
' the name of the church. May there soon be
‘1o room to spare.

With the increase of student power will
' speedily come mgans of aggressive work, and
| the rebuilding of the waste places of our Zion.
“We appear to have touched bottom, are
' beginning to build anew, and it will not
be to our eredit if we allow the present pro-
. pitious opportunities to pass without an
earnest upgathering of our strength, and a
pressing on in the possession of the land, side
by side with, not behind, our sister evangelical
denominations.

THERE is one matter in connection with the
college to which we refer with unfeigned
regret. Professor Fenwick, for reason given,
tendered his resignation to the Board. Ac-
knowledging the long and faithful services
which Mr. Fenwick has rendered to the
college, the Board felt constrained to accept
the resignation. Prof. Fenwick’s salary con-
. tinues to the end of the Academic year, June
- 30, beyond which the Board voted an acknow-
ledgment equal to a further three months’
salary. The Board deeply regret the circum-
stances which have rendered the resignation
-and acecptance inevitable.

THE session of the college formally closed
Wednesday, April 9. The several reports of
class work were most cheering. One friend
has graduated—Mr. A. W. Richardson—and
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is now open to a call from any church requir- so doing can hardly be over-estimated. Thus

ing the services of a faithful pastor. And
during the summer vacation the following
students are expected to supply the field
mentioned with their several names:—Mr. A
W. Gerrie, Brockville; Mr. J. P. Gerrie, Van-

kleek Hill; Mr. J. W. Pedley, Alton and N.|

Erin ; Mr. W.T. Currie, Franklin Centre; Mr.
George Whyte, Manilla. There was a large
attendance of friends at the closing session ;
the chairman of the Board, George Hague,
Esq., made some very pertinent remarks on
the value of academic study, and habit in
fitting for earnest duty in the Christian
ministry. Rev. D. Macallum, of St. Elmo,
spoke to the students with earnestness on the
prime essentials of ministerial fitness, deep
spirituality of mind, constant dependence
upon the power of the Spirit and continuance
of prayer. We regret that our brother’s
speech was neither written nor reported, or it
would have been given. The Editor addressed
a few words on the relation of the Church
and the College. Of our pastors, we noticed
our brethren, Dr. Jackson, Messrs. Wood,
Hall, Sanderson, Hill, Black, Willet, with the
Principal and Secretary, Drs. Stevenson and
Cornish. The next gathering is likely to be
in the New Convocation Hall. May the
summer be fraught with blessings to students
and friends, and may the churches rise_to a
higher sense still of their denominational
responsibilities before the God they profess to
serve.

AT the present moment our C. C. M. S. funds
promise a deficiency of about fifteen hundred
dollars.  Churches must seek to be more
prompt and growingly liberal in their contri-
butions. With our vacant churches gradually
filled, and a steady stream of students, we
must not allow the work to stop for want of
means. We are past the ebb, with cheering
news from all quarters, growing heart and
increased hopefulness, we must go forward.
Yet it must be felt that if we are to overtake
lost ground a liberal support must be given to
the labourers in the field, whose discourage-
ments will be ample without the additional
pain of poverty.

MANY friends are anxious that our denomin-
ation should take time by the forelock and oc-
cupy ground in Manitoba. The importance of

far, however, our difficulty has been, not
means, but men. Who will go? The secre-
tary of our C.C. M. S. will gladly receive
overtures from any fit person for the ener-
getic and persistent prosecution of Christian
work there, in connexion with our denomin-
ation.

A FRIEND ‘of our churches having been
prospered in business, has devoted a special
sum this year, adequate to the support of an
evangelist, belicving that such a worker is
very much required among our churches. Mr.
Gay, who for some time has laboured with
marked success in connection with the Cana-
dian Evangelization Society, has received the
appointment, and an advisory committee of
which Rev. J. Salmon, B.A. of Toronto, is
secretary, and our indefatigable superinten-
dent, Mr. Hall, a corresponding member, has
been constituted in Toronto. The want, long
felt among our churches, of special Evan-
gelistic labour is thus being supplied, and
Mr. Salmon or Mr. Fall will be glad to
receive applications for such work from any
pastor or church to whom the way is open-
ing up for a special exercise of the gift. It
is the earnest prayer of the generous doncr
that the effort may be blessed abundantly to
the in-gathering of souls into the great home
of the Father.

DEeATH is confessedly no respecter of persons.
At Caunnes, in France, Prince Leopold, when
a child of ten years old, heard of his father’s
death. At Cannes, a few weeks ago, as Duke
of "Albany, he died. The youngest son
of our Queen, to him the nation looked
as perhaps the inheritor of his fathers charac-
ter and patriotic bearing. Bright and cheer-
ful in general, with an occasional shade of
melancholy, he was apparently free from
those vices which sandalize a court, and have
cast their shadows over more than one mem-
ber of the Royal household. Never robust,
he seemed to promise continuance under res-
traint and care. He seems, however, to have
entered during his sojourn at Cannes into
the gaieties of the placc with unusual zest, and
intheir midst cut down, he passes into theshad-
ows. Death may be no more in the palace
than in the cot, it touches the general heart
more, inasmuch as the fact is more vividly
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realized amid means and honour, « there is no
discharge in that war.” We lay this small
tributue on the grave, committing the be-
reaved Queen and the youthful widowed
Duchess to the care of Him who alone can
effectually bind up the broken heart.

THE Soudan still occupies a large share of
public attention, and maintains its provoking
attitude of uncertainty. England, evidently,
hesitates to increase her already heavy teri-
torial 1esponsibilities, and yet it seems diffi-
cult for her to have on the way to her Indian
empire a district in disturbance which at any
moment may be the centre of Mohametan
fanaticism, which once arroused would spread
like wild fire throughout all the Orient.

THE Commissioners to whom we are in-
debted for the “Statement of Doctrine”
which appeared in our last issue, have also
prepared a form for the admission of members
into fellowship. This we now give:

CONFESSION OF FAITH :

“ What shall I render unto the Lord for all His
benetits towardsme ? I will take the cup of salvation,
and call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my
vows untc the Lord now in the presence of all His
people.”

¢ Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before
men, him will I confess also before My Father, which
is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny Me before
men, him will I also deny before My Father, which is
in heaven.”

‘“ For with the heart man believeth unto righteous-
ness ; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.”

Dearly beloved, called of God to be His children,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, you are here, that, in
the presence of God and His people, you may enter
into the fellowship and communion of His church.
You do truly repent of yoursins; you heartily receive
Jesus Christ as your crucified Saviour and risen Lord ;
you consecrate yourself unto God, and your life to His
service ; you accept His Word as your law, and His
Spirit as your comforter and guide; and trusting in
His grace to confirm and strengthen you in all good-
ness, you promise to do God’s holy will, and to walk
with this church in the truth and peace of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Accepting, according to the measure of your under-
standing of it, the system of Christian truth held by
the churches of our faith and order, and by this church
into whose fellowship you now enter, you join with
ancient saints, with the church throughout the world,
and with us, your fellow-believers, in humbly and
heartily confessing your faith in the Gospel, saying :—

I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of
heavenand earth. Andin Jesus Christ, His only Son,

our Lord ; whu was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
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born of the Virgin Mary ; sutiered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucitied dead, and buried ; the third day
He rose from the dead ; He ascended into heaven ; and
sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty ;
from thence He shall come to judge the quick, and the
dead. I believein the Houly Ghust ; the Holy Catholic
Church ; the communion of saints ; the forgiveness of
sing ; the rusurrection of the body ; and the life ever-
lasting. Amen.

('Then should baptism be sdminiatered to those who
have not been baptized. Then should those rise who
would unite with the church by letter. To them the
minister should say :)

Confessing the Lord whom we unitedly worship)
you do now renew your self-consecration, and join with
us cordially in this, our Christian faith and covenant.

('The members of the church present should rise.)

We welcome you into our fellowship. We promise
to watch over you with Christian love. God grant
that, loving and being loved, serving and being served,
blessing and being bliessed, we may be prepared, while
we dwell together on earth, for the perfect communion
of the saints in heaven.

““Now the God of peace, that brought again from
the dead our Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd of the
sheep, through the bloud of the everlasiing . ovenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do His will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight,
through Jesus Christ : to whom be glory for everand
ever. Amen.”

(Jude 24-25is proposed asan alternative benediction.)

OUR excellent contemporary, the Canada
Presbyteriun is inclined, we think, to have
a little good natured smile at * this effort at
creed-meaking ” which “does not seem to be
a suceessso fa..”  Of course much will depend
upon the view taken of the object of a creed.
It a creed is a standard to which the
churches are to be lifted, who is to set the
standard ? It is questionable whether the
Westminster Confession satisfied the old supra-
lapsarian as to what ought to be, and the
extreme individual will seek to bringall up to
himself. This is manifestly impossible.

Should it be an honest expression of the
truths held by the budy accepting the same ?
Then, for glory or for shame, let it be, not
what some may hold, but what all may be
expected to hold of those who assent to the
symbolism. Certainly the older confessions
do not represent the pulpit theologies of the
day. Our contemporary will scarcely ven-
ture the assertion, that the Westminster re-
presents faithfully the pulpit or pews of
the ‘Presbyterian Churches as a whole. We
certainly do not see in present day sermons
expositions that

The rest of mankind God was pleased, according to
the unsearchable counsel of His own will, whereby
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He extend. th or withholdeth merey as He pleaseth, for the deeds done in the hady, to the “loving
the glory of His sovereign power over His cr“l"‘t“w';':xnuc}l " of those to whom much had been
to pass by, and to ordain them to dishonour and wrath e . . A . X
for their sin, to the praise of Ilis glorious justice.. ifoxglvon, and if it should be OI,)JCCt(d that
- Sohaff nine the W inster Ve do not make the deeds done in the body
o Dfl.‘ Sehaft says coneerning the Westminster, 1, sipal determining power, the answer is
ontession : ) ready, nor do the deeds done in the body
Tt would be impossible now-a-days to pass such an” jatermine finaliy for those who “were chosen
elaborate system through any Protestant ecclesiastical . e L . . o
body with a view to impose it upon all teachers of ?\l‘ }q}(;]llls(\;\'];fil?(:nt(]zlebf(nt;rlll(tl:at(‘,lloilt,liﬂ()t g:;ixarhi‘n
TSI ‘hi ds ar . ities .
religion. s . Article V1I. after thz word Redeemer). Nor
Then it is not the living utterance of the do we soe how the words “both of the 1ust
day. The new creed, we believe, is of American . i‘ Cast” after © - & Just
rand of the unjust” after “ the resurrection of

ationalists. t it by all means be - AR .
g?:l%]rseé’:i tl;)m?);oti d ?fe ﬂ]] e c)c/)nsensus of the dead” exclude the annihilationist, seeing they
Churches require it, but there it stands, for &Y (some do) cons1s_tentl‘y" maintain  the
weal or for woe, a fair representation of ghe Tesurrection of the unjust “to be punished
consensus, not only of the Congregational, with c;vgrla?tmgl ”de§1§1ruct.1on ]trom ]th.e p.li]es~
but of a much wider circle of the Evangelical €7¢¢ 0t the J.orc ' 1; s}llmp ¢ truth 1s, f“’
churches, we verily believe. We do not be-'"° {:?eec.ltcan fb? ramed ¢ ?“t‘ ‘.”é.u {nget 'e"elyf
lieve that the Pan-Presbyterian council to ;nn >lg31 Yy 00 in’gua;i‘q; ochntlc'a. tevu": °
meet this year in Belfast could agree to frame, fearpe .mbeu‘l};’}.‘ Sng Wes m}nster -on-
a more rigid confession even with the fear ession is jacile princeps. a giant ariong
of the Westminster before its eves “creeds, yet as a matter of fact its statements

yes. are made to embrace diversities, and i has
. ., 'not escaped the evasion of being siyned or
THE new Congregational creed has received ; =
some severe handling at the hands of Rev. J.:aissented th) s a ;‘:c;‘n.felssmn of p eacs fa.thler
Cook in his Boston Mon day lectures, who than a confession of faith, actually and whoily.
ﬁronounces it “a fast and loose comprémise b fl lSt{S) Eca]}ly, dthe dCXngrggau}?nal ?hl‘]l rc‘}:;esci
. ‘ S e F . o, . both of England and America, have inharite
A tissue of latitudinarian loopholes.” What- . . e 1 W :
creed is not, when inf:,venuit)P undertakes to'%’3 tléeo}og{yJotlthetf)ld \}e;t(jlyéngterEsbglboé.
evade it 7 We are, however, indebted to Mr.! Vi} _ago; bu'.eg arall(;xfl‘ f) fa\:{n Enzlan d’
Cook for some side-light upon the matter.’?:n ‘l.gar: ml.(:‘l,ifuesf) avi();tl:;a.l(]) :tg;‘é unfna&é
Threeof the twenty-five commissioners refused ! \Vesi;minstir 5 onfegs’i on andy z;:s late f 1865
to sign, two have now given public utterances 4§ 400 U
as to their position, and Dr. Alden, in a letter | S d” _— k where the Pilerims set foot
- L. 3 . 5 - . standinyg by the rock wiiere th ugrmms set 10
to Mr. pOOk lms. given the creed as f“ A ould ~upon these sTxores,” the elders and messengers. of the
bave voted forit. As the matter is of SOME Congregational churches of the United States in
importance we purpose to devote a little National Council assembled, like them acknowledg-
P purp g

space thereto; though Mr. Cook's criticismsliﬂ‘ﬁ1 no rule Olf ff;‘ith] butd thequr(fl ?f iod, dclclareg
. e - N e 7 "adhesion to the faith and order of the Apostolic an
and Dr. Alden’s letters we connot give Primitive churches held by the Pilgrim Fathers, and

extenso. . substantially embodied in the Confessions and plat-
In the light of the suggested amendments)forms which the Synods of 1648 and 1680 set forth

we will view Articles XI1I. The objection is,:and re-affirmed.

that though it pronounces against Universal-! The Synod of 1680 was the one which ac-

ism in its ordinary form, it does not against|cepted and.endorsed the declaration of the

semi-Universalism in the form of probation:Savoy Conferance.

after death, and the insertion of the words! The English Congregational Union was

“the issues of which are determined by the 'formed i831. In 18383 a declaration was

deeds done in the body” after “final judg- adopted with this avowal :

ment” was suggested. And yet a probation- | Disallowing the utility of creeds and articles of re-

ist might ingeniously (if not ingenuously) !ligion as a bond of union, and protesting against sub-

maintain that the deeds once done in the|scription to any human formularies as a test of com-
. a ing _ | munion, Congregationalists are yet willing to declare,
body are the determining causes of condemna for general information, what is commonly believed

tion, only another chance may.be given t‘°|amung them, reserving to every one the n.ost perfect
lay thold upon that grace which overrules'liberty of conscience.
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This declaration, w’hich is that a,dopted by church-members only,” about the advisability of
our own Union, was a great bound onward. i retaiving Dr. Newman. This meeting was attended
Here, no reference was had, as in former |not only by members of the church, but pew-holders,
gatherings, to any other declaration ; bubé“'h" claimed that upon that subject they had a right
standing upon the common ground of revela- to vote. This meeting became stormy, and after Dr.
tion, there was a direct statement of the|Ramey had proncunced it adjourned, because those

avowed underlying theology of the Churches.

Sotue more, some perhaps less, but as a whole |

here were those doetrines for the most part
generally believed. Should the New Creed
he generally accepted by the American
churches, they too will have stepped out
from all intermediate conferences, and de-
clare for themselves what may be expected as
in general the utterances of the body.

Some years ago, Dr. Hepworth, a Unitarian min-
itter, came out from that body and an Independeat
church was organized under him on Madison Avenue,
New York. The next pastor was called from the
Methodist church, and the congregation grew in
power and wealth.

After them followed Dr, Newinan, also a Methodist.
He promised, when he came, to withdraw from his
own connection, but has never done it. Invited to
the permanent pastorate, he delayed his answer for
some months, meanwhile acting as temporary pastor.
At last, a number of his personal friends having
followed him, by letter to the trustees and orally,
from the pulpit, he accepted the ‘ permanent pastor-
ate,” but took no steps to be installed; maintaining a re-
lation as a located preacher to the Methodist quarterly
conference. Some objected to this, but he gave
reasons for not being installed, which have been satis-
factory to the majority of his people. Those who
were not satisfied became discouraged, and determined
to drive Dr. Newman away. An irregularity in the
rules by which the church has been governed from the
beginning now appears.
vote, first of the church, and then by a concurring vote
of the society, but by a joint meeting of the two.
This is irregular, but is the rule of the church, so Mr.
Davis was called, so was Dr. Newman. The chief
financial supporters, who have never been church-
members, give but a small part of the cost of “‘run-
ning the church.” There is, and ever has been, a
body of wealthy and enterprising supporters, not
members, while the church-members have been more
f ym the less wealthy, and less active, who rather
followed than lead. It beingapparently accepted that
those who paid the pills should have their part in the
government. Atlength Dr. Ranney, the senior deacon,
without any prevous action to preparc the way, at a
meeting of the church and society offered a motion to
vacate the present pastorate, but was persuaded to
withdraw it. He then had a meeting called of the

The pastor is not called by a .

not members had taken possession of it, elected a
Dr. Ranney’'s friends,
" nut recognizing this as a regular chureh mecting, asked
"the trustees for pernussion to hold a church inceting
fin the building, which was refused, on the ground
‘that it was intended to perform illegal business.  Dr.
Ranney's friends then, on Tuesday morning, issued
‘a call, signed by ftive deacons and forty-tive mem-
‘bers, for a church meeting to be held the next
jday but one, to elect ofticers and act on the con-
tinuance of the pastorate. Dr. Newman’s friends
Ibelieving this illegal did not attend. But 110
| did attend, did their business, and voted then and
lthere to discharge Dr. Newman from the nastorate
jand to call a council for advice on three points :

1. Whether Dr. Newman is the pastor of the church.

2. Whether his relation to the chuich ought to
continue. i

3. Whether a church has the right to occupy its
own house for its own business meetings.

As such men as Dr. Dexter, Dr. Quint, anl Dr.
Storr were present, the decisions of the council are
worth at least careful study, we therefore quote at
some length, On the first guestion the following
principles are stated :

““ The conditions of a Cungregational pastorate are
both ecclesiastical and legal. Ecclesiastically they
involve (1) the stated performance of pulpit and pas-
toral service ; (2) that this is to be so done that the
Congregational churches of the vicinage can assume
for it a certain responsibility, since a church which
unwisely should place in its pulpit one who in doctrine
is unsound or in practice unfaithful would harm not
itself alone, but the entire sisterhood of churches with
which it is afiliated. Congregationalism, in every such
case, requires each of its neighbouring churches to
take council with neighbouring churches whenever it
fills its pastorate. This is done through the medium
of an ecclesiastical council (to which each invited
church sends its padtor and onc delegate), which looks
into the facts, and, when satisfied of the safety and
propriety of such procedure, publically installs or
recognizes the new pastor. It was, indeed, urged
upon this council that, of late years, Congregational
usage had so far relaxed in this respect that installa-
tion by council can no longer be regarded as essential
to a full Congregational pastorate. The Councit,
having considered this plex, is of opinion that, while
it mast be conceded that a considerable majority of
the Congregational ministry—but mainly as regards

‘clerk and did other business.
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those serving the younger and smaller churches of our no reason for its existence except the secular care and
order —is not now installed, this fact is not due to any | conservation of the religious body known as the
general dissatisfaction with, much less any repudiation | church, inFrespeet of which it was incorporated.
of, the fullest recognition the duties of the fellowship | Church-members invite a minister to become their
and mutual responsibility of the churches, but to an, pustor, but thefixing of his salary necessitates the
unwillingness on their part to enter, through installa- ‘mtiﬁcatinn of the society or secular body. As to the
tion, into legal relations which might subsequently | call of Dr. Newman, the Council had evidence that he
prove embarrassing. The full Congregational pastor- | was called *4to supply the pulpit and do the other
ate therefore still requires: (1) A formal call from i duties of an acting pastor ” for the time being, which
a church to be its pastor. (2) A formal acceptance of | relation he had intimated his willingness to assume ;
that call by the iminister. (3) A consununation of jbut it had no evidence that Dr. Newman ever com-
that contract through some definite form of installa- | municated to any meeting of the church his acceptance
tion. One further point is involved in this connec- "of the church's prffer of the permanent pastorate.

tion. The so-called Boston platform of 1872, which | We, therefore, conclude that Dr. Newman's claim to the
was largely the work of the late Dr. Leonard Bacon,  permanent pastorate of the church cannot be supported
which embodied his maturest wisdom in regard to our ; JPO2 Mere local grounds—to wit, on the ground of a

" a R ) | proffer of the socioty duly mgde by the c_hurqh and dul_y
polity, and which, as to the puint before us, had | gecepted and notified by Dr. Newman. We think that his

received the umnanimous indorsement of the great
representative Boston council of 1865, contains this
clause :

** A minister who is not a member of scme Congrega-
tional church is not in fact, and ought not to be counted
in connection with the churches, a minister of the Conyre-
gational order, though he may be worthy of confidence and
fellowship by virtue of his responsible conncctior with
some other body of evangelical churches.

“To apply now these principles to the case in hand.

legal cluim to the pastorate is not valid beyond his *¢ consent
‘ to supply the pulpit for the time being, and to do the other

iduties of an acting pastor,”” which was communicated to
. the church by his letter of January 7th, 1882,

| As to the continuation of the services of the acting
{ pastor, the Council declines tu expressan opinion. It,
| however, advises an orderly meeting of the church
;members on either side, and let them determine the
i question of continuance.

i To the question, * Has a Congregativnal church the

The Council finds that Dr. Newman is still in full i right to hold a business meeting in its own church ™
connection with the Methodist Episcopal Church, and ;the Council replies that, whenever the usual and
amenable to its discipline as a located preacher in the | orderly connection of a church and society exists, the
Quarterly Conference of the Methodist Church. It church has an undisputed right to hold such meetings
tinds further that the Madison Avenue Congregational ;in the edifice at its pleasure, without asking consent of
church gave him a call to become its ypastor, plainly | the socicty or trustees. In such cases the trustees
meaning thereby its settled pastor, not only ac-,held the edifice for the primary beneficial use of the
cording to the general Congregational usage, but church, nor have they any right to interfere with the
according to the specific usage of this church in former | holding of such meetings on any supposed or appre-
years ; that Dr. Newman so understood that call and hended ground of obnoxious use. It is for the church
deferred his acceptance, with the express statement, ,’alone to decide what business it will transact there.
that, meanwhile, he would do the duties of an acting: The New York [udepeadent is evidently not not
pastor, and that, although he subsequently orally impressed with Dr. Newman’s bearing before the
announced to the congregation his acceptance of what  Council, characterizing it an *ill-judged address,”
he termed the permanent pastorate, he made no com-; delivered ““ with folded arms and majesterial air.”
munication to the church as such, and has never been : This is to be regretted as illfeeling is readily per-
settled or installed in any way as its pastor ; .or have | petuated. As to the result, the Independent (from
the Cungregational churches of this vicinage ever had | whum we draw this account) says :  ** If Dr. Newman
the opportunity to consider the question of assuming . goes the church will alnost certainly be lust as a
such vesponsibility in regard to him as must neces- . power ; if he stays it is possible that, with his ability
sartly be involved in his becoming the pastor of a and popular talent, he may maintain himself. There
sister church with which they are in fellowship. Dr.  is a prospect that the two parties will unite in a call
Newman cannot, therefore, be regarded as Congrega- , for a meeting, the Ranney party having invited Dr.
tionally pastor of the Madison Avenue Congregational | Newman's supporters to join with them. It is to be
church. He is, therefure, its acting pastor. Such a hoped that no obstacles will be thrown in the way of
relation is not permanent in any sense, but may be  this desirable result, and that the end will be peace.”
terminated at any time by either party to the same.”)

The decision nest discusses the legal aspects of the| TuEe Bostun Congregationulist in an editorial on the |
yuestion, holding that the incurporated church exists; Council, entitled *‘ Guing Down to Egypt for Help,”
for religion, whereas the corporated church society has | concludes thus :—
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Three lesson are here. First, that where the risk of ﬂiact‘g that he pre-eminently dwells in ever
‘*gociety ” cannot be legally dispensed with, the church ’ ' P y very

should initiate all action as to a pastor, and the two bodies e""h"“f” “_t %“C]‘ believers, _§ving deﬁl}lte
never mest as one, as was done in this instance. Second, , promise of gmdance to them in their associate

that somo manifestation of the fellowship of the churches | canaeity. in answer to their united supplica-
is indispensable to the Congregational pastorate. And| p 5 supplca

third, that an expedition for help to vital godliness and tions. J;he popular div ision of church p‘fht’e”
spiritual advancement to the Egypt of *“popular preach- into KEpiscopal, Presbyterial, Congregational,

ing,” or a trust in chariots because they are many, andin i g certain]y superﬁcial and in some cases
horsemen because they are very strong, instead of looking i !

unto the Holy Quo of Israel, und sceking the Lord, is a: m_is.le.adiug. I Pf’ef“r to speak of a two-fold
very poor relinnce, whether for peace or prosperity, for a’ division, that which makes the church (lcpcnd

Congregational churcli, avon, in this last quarter of the 19:in whole or in part upon externals, and that
contwry 7 : ;whizh makes it dependent upon life, the
o " ) "~ ,externals being only its manifestation. The
THE COLLEGE AND THE CHURCH. latter I humbly submit is the true Congrega-
.ticnal ideal, the former—well, I do not care
When T use the word church I do not desire '8¢ Place it, nor do I arrogate for Congrega-
to have in view any polity, be it Papal, Epis-- tionalism exclusive claim for that tl:uth,‘ but I
copal, Presbyterial or Congregational, but the ! 58y that within the limits of union with Christ,
decper truths couveyed by the simple N. .. Wherever or however twe or three meet in
equivalent of the gospel ccelesia, the  body of | Fis name Jor His service, there is a chureh,
Christ.” Without arriving at philosophical ex-' His body in microcosm, and that only as any
actness we may say generally, the body is that|oreanization manifests the life, the will, and
through which the living entity called self the heart of the Christ can it lay clax'{n "t
receives and imparts impressions. Not for-|being in_the true semse of the term: " The
getting that mysterious region in which spirit| Chureh, ?hns"cs ?0‘-‘?’ ' either in whole or in
may directly act upon spirit, our general ex-‘an'h anc.I wou d‘ful‘.th@ Sff) ,'t'hqt 0{11}’ as
perience is, that through the bodily organism | {'ongregationalisin realizes, or strives patiently
the spirit thinks, feels, acts, and is thought of, for that ideal, can it keep its spurs upon the
felt, and acted upon. The very thouéhts of ecelesiastical field of the cloth of gold.
the subtle thinker can only be manifested as, Church polity, to be real in the Christian
put in audible speech or on written page. sense of the term, must rot forsake the funda-
My body, in some form or other, is the mental of Christian life, and that we find
only manifestation to you of what I, the expressed in Ubrist's own words: “ Except a
spiritual being, am. The ego is ouly known man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom
outside itselt by the non-ego environment. | of God;” for “That which is born of the flesh
Christ is tc be made known to the world His!is flesh, thﬂ'f' which is born of the Spirit is
gospel saves through His church, which is His: Spirit.” No other ghurch fou‘nd'a,tion can be.
active, speaking, living body. Of that church: Some years ago it was put forth, after a
I would speak. Tirst, T confess to finding!series of S“’PPOSGd exact experiments by Dr.
little charm in that very popular conception'E stian, “living matter is constantly being
of a Congregational church which sees therein ' formed de novo.”  In other words, hfe‘ 1s not
a mere polity of liberty. The outlaw rejoices‘th.e necessary and universal progenitor of
in a liberty which separates him from his life, which, under favourable ccrditions may
fellows. Ido not crave solitude, but fellow- 'spring forth of itself. Dr. Bastian’s flasks of
ship and service, and liberty to fellowship and hay infusion were manifestly imperfectly
serve. Cursed be the polity which hinders 'sealed. life-germs had not been rigidly ex-
service, or the creed which forbids me grasp-fduded- P}‘Of~ T)'I_lda']l, Wit]} the test of
ing by the hand a Christian brotherandaman,;optical purity, manipulated his vessels, and
I do hold very dear what was the oviginal with confessed reluctance .declares“that no
ideal of the Independent Church, and which "shred of trustwortuy jexperimental testimony
Dr. Dexter thus puts: “We desire God’s exists tc prove thav life in our day has ever
indwelling to shape our government and  appeared independently of gntccedent, life.”
God’s interworking to control it. We hold As Huxley says, the doctrine of life, from
that the Great Head of the church dwells in,life only, is “ vietorivus along the whole line
every true believer, to prompt and shape his ‘at the present day.”
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We carry this proved scientitic dogina into sound mird in a sound body." Aud here, I
the line of ecclesiastical polity and declare do not know that a college is an absolute
that no spontancous church is produced by any ' necessity to ministerial culture, private etfort
fortuitous coneourse of organized units or men. and tuition may do even more than college
You may perfeet the machinery, gild cvery training, even as in an ideal society, where
nut and silver every bar, without motiveithe church in every house hecame a reality,
power it is a cumbrance on the road; you!Sunday schools would have little cause for
may have a body without life, a corpse, not:existence. But for the present we are not
Christ's body, unless from above Christ enters discussing ideals, the rather actuals, and
in; and here “a living dog is better than a'certainly, at present, our only possible cul-
dead lion.” 'tured ministry is dependent, with rave excep-

I speak, then, of the church which is larger 'tions, on what is known as college work.
than our polities—the body of Christ—though, | In pressing then for a cultured ministry I am
in its practical application and for our present javowedly entering a plea for college enthusi-
purpose we view it in that narrower aspect aswm, conscicus that where strong conviction
which we recognize in the word budy, as we | is wanting enthusiasm cannot be, and where
speak of the Anglican—the Congregational [enthusiasm i not, you may drag along a dead
body, assuming these bodies as microcosms. !level, but can never attain the wider survey

The body neceds care. “Every man that or the freer air of the mountain height. But,
striveth in the games is tempervate in all | my f“ﬁm(} will say : « Yon describe the church
things,” and the injunction to draw near with s Christ’s body, as a mamfestz,ltlon of Hislife,
“our body washed in pure water” (Heb, 1 culture needed therefor?” I shall en-
x: 22) does not encourage a gospel of dirt,  deavour to reply.

For purposes of d‘}ty the body requires—shall| There are some presentations which pass
I say—culture 7 The body is not life, nor can {for arguments extremely difficult to ineet,
life by it be created. Nevertheless, through|though” you know their glamour is deceptive.
it life is manifested, and without it, life to us| A really good brother, ever punctual at the
is not. It is not outside the pale of the, varied gatherings of the religious body to
Christian life to care for the body and to keep : which he belonged, who never contributed
it in healthy seemliness. Churist cared for the | any real wisdom to the necessary deliberation,
body, indeed his so-doing is given as at least |was wont at a tinic when all seemed intent on
a partial fulfilment of that prophecy which ‘comparing notes with the object of coming
universal Christiandom has accepted as above 'to a practical finding, to address the chairman
all others specizlly and most tenderly setting with the sugwestion that “some brother be
forth his vicarious work. Compare Is. liii. 4, asked just now to encace in prayer.” Now
and Matt. vili. 17: and growth in Christian the exhortation, * proav? without cea.siﬁg,’;
activity and work is pressed under a form stands, and a constant spirit of dependence
which points to bodily culture. “Be gym- upon apresent God, to whom every aspiration
nasts unto godliness.” 1 Tim.iv.7. Indeed, is known, which spirit finds expression in a
may we not say that Christ healed spiritually .prayer-meeting, is to be cultivated, but really,
by touching first the body with his quicken- the divine presence and blessing being invoked,
ing hand. ~Christ’s body, his church, needs and business fairly begun, with time pressing,
culture and care, and they who have its true it did not conduce to & spirit of prayerfulness
Well-being at heart will not turn from the‘to be called “to praver_” T do not know that
necessary conditions of its health. ‘on 'change prayers would be out of place, and

I shall not tarry to discuss the necessity of perhaps some rascality might be put to Hight
the Christian ministry to the well-being of ;thereby ; at the same time I do not think the
the church, there is no neced at present to cause of Christianity would be advanced by
argue where all seem agreed. It may not, someone, as the auctioncer’s hammer is raised,
however, be superfluous to press even now inviting the audience to prayer. Certain I
and here the necessity of a cultured ministry, am, the brethren who were stopped midway in
to the end that the church, in its witnessing their ecclesiastical business by our excellent
for Christ, and in the manifestation to a needy friend, never appreciated the interruption,
world of Christ’s life, may have preserved “a though, until it became intolerable, it was
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submitted to from the feeling that a religious
assembly for business could scarcely resent,
the call, even by goody goodyism to prayer.
There seems to me similar goodyism in the
idea often cxpressed, move often tacitly
aceepted, “ Be filled with the Spirit—that will
make a minister, not college training.” It is
quite within experience to have life in a;
maimed or deformed body, and thereby many
avenues of uscfulness and pleasure elosed. !
Mark, we are not discussing the salvation of |
the individual soul, but the work of the min-
istry, the huwilding wp of the body of Christ.
That souls are reached other than by a cul-
tured ministry we gladly admit, that the work |

:'kcop the pulpit truthfully free.

yield to the laser influences of life.

INDEPENDENT, 135

A sorry day
will it be for Christians should the pulpit
The
puipit has given life to the church in every
Christian ace, and has determined, not only
the church’s condition. hut in large measure
that of the people.  Who canestimate the intlu-

“ence of Chrysostum, Savnarola, Luther, Knox,

Owen, Whitfield, and hosts of others whose
names by association are called up /. Would
we that this influence of the ministry continue
to edify the body of Christ and clevate the
world 2 Then must it itself” Le eultured, not
drageed down to the dead level of common
life. and as society makes progress, the leadirs

of the ministry can be ordinarily carried onmeust lead. Men of scicnee, such as Darwin
in our present state of socicty other than Ly .and Huxley, are 1llstvncd to. Why? Becawse
a cultured ministry we strenuously deny. [t Ly patient study they place themselves in
requirves skill to build us well us intend. ‘advance of their fellows and become authori-
. . . Tow v M - . NI s 4, H :

Look at the Salvation Army is \\'hlspered:t“ s.  The pulpit must be in the fore if it

in my ear.
and will illustrate my position thereby. Here)|
is an extremely typical example of illustra-
tion, the subject for the moment being the]
freedom of the gospel offer.  “ You pay fifteen |
cents a poand for lamb on the market, here,
you have the whole lamb without money and |
without price” I do not hesitate to charac-
terize this as essentially vulear, and oughti
perhaps to ask pardon for offending eyes and
cars thereby. I am prepared, nevertheless,
to admit that some natures of coarse sur-;
roundings may be impressed thereby, arrested |
even, but they cannot stop there, and the body |

1 do look at the Salvation Army’;would lead; first, in the power of spiritual

life, and then abreast of the age in those other
than revelation marks upon the page of
Scripture, namely, in the experiences of the
human heart not cramped by the narrowness
of sectarian requirements, on the vage of

history traced by God's providence, and in

| those wondrous lines the heavens make in

tracing God’s glory, and by the Earth asit
yields its seevets declaring His praise. For

if we truly sing that grand old hymn of
Perronett :—

* Bring forth the royal dindem
And crown Him Lord of all,”

of Christ can never be permanently edified. we surely do not mean all our littlenesses,
thereby. To attempt to feed on such extrava-!our ignorances, straightness, contracted
gances is like keeping the body sustained by !powers and intellectual laziness, but all
stimulants ; present activity, future prostra-!our powers in fullest exercise and culture;

tion ; and persisted in, premature death.

The pulpit for permanent usefulness must,
be ir advance of the pew. It does not
certainly add to the pulpit’s influence to find |
the young grammarian in his exercises at|
school over false sentences, quoting the last
sermon as an instance of execrable syntax,*
and it does not help the man of science to’
hear his theories criticised by those who have
not made themselves acquainted with the first
principles thereof. Sutor ne wiltra erepidam.

I do not undervalue the power and inde-
pendence of the press, but I am constrained |
to feel that to a large extent the influence of
“the sinews of war” is not all that could be
desired. The press can be muzzled. God

—for what is culture but the “carrying of
man’s nature to its highest perfection, the
developing to the full all the capacities of our
humanity,” and dare we offer less as we bring
forth the diadem to crown ?

The body is capable of being cultured to
uses and excellences the sluggard has no con-
ception of, and which to his indolence seem
miraculous, look at the trained athlete.
Quickened by the Eternal Spirit 1 see no
practical limit to the possible manifestations
through His body the chureh, of the excel-
lencies and powers of Christ to the wailting,
needy, hungry world. The bitter cry of the
outcasts of the cities, the filth and vice of
crowded dwellings, the land tenure, the
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slavery of the toiler whose “walk costs a.
meal,” the bitterness of poiiiies, the corruption !
which is killing the integrity of our public,
life, the rottenness of stock jobbing, all the:
woes of our social environments will be heard |
and remedied by Christ's manifesved presence’
on earth, if we only shake ourselves from the
dust of prejudice, the mould of cant, the bonds,
of bigotry, and exercise ourselves unto godli-1
ness, practising athletics in the love of Christ.
For this the world waits, to this the pulpit
is called to prepare, therefore this college is
founded.

Alumni, magnify your office, it is noble,
none nobler, preparing to do battle against
hydra-headed wrong, and tenderly lift the
dying into heaven’s light. Men, women, all,
deem no reasonable sacrifice too great to aid
in sending forth men ranged on the Lord’s
side, to fight the Armageddon battle 'till He
comes, whose right it is to reign. For is not
this that for which Christ came and comes,
and for which His body lives and throbs,
* that His hand may be laid upon our head ir
sickness, his fingers upon our eyes, sighing
out His soul upon us, breathing His peace
into us, touching, taking us by the hand as
we sink, entering into our homes, lifting us
up in life’s fever, teaching, chiding, enfolding,
upholding, enlarging, inviting, encouraging,
drawing, calming, controlling, commendine.”

THETWO SHIPS: FAITH AND UNBELIEF.—
4 VISION.

BY REV. JOHN WAUGH.

I had a vision of the ocean of Life—a sea upon
which all mankind must sail for either a longer or a
shorter period. As I looked I tried to discover some
outlines of land, but none were discernible by the
naked eye or with the telescope. Yet, though I could
not see any shore, lock where I might, 1 felt an assur-
ance that one shore of this sea must be in Time and
the other in Eternity, inasmuch as the voyage of life
has a beginning, and so must have an end. Yet where
the limits were I could not see, nor where could be
that other sea into which the present leads, which I
knew must exist. How deep either sza might be, no
geographer had sounded to ascertain.

On this wide sea I saw a ship with full sails spread,
yet different from any other vessel upon the bosom of
the deep. I was told that she was very old, yet she
exhibited no signs of age, combining in herse!f all the
advantages of steam and sail, of wood and o' iron, of
compass-lights, of mechanical improvements, of speed

:any other.

with the utmost safety. Her flag was a cross arched
above Dby a rainbow. Her name was Ship Zion, and
could be read by her stern-lights in the darkest night.
In all her voyages she kad never suffered wreck, or
even serious injury, her helm readily obeying the
commands of her captain ; nor couid T learn that any
one on hoard of her had been lost who had obeyed the
rules of the vessel. Her terms were such that none
were rejected through pecuniary inability, and I could
not learn that any were admitted as mere passengers,
all being required to work their way under certain
well understood regulations. Her cabins contained
the best books, her saloon spread the best table, and
on her rolls could be found the names of earth’s best
people, who had accounted it their greatesi happiness
to perform daily duties on board of her, and to con-
tribute to the well-being of the whole.

I saw, too, that the ship had a history entirely unlike
She was designed by the Architect of the
umverse, commenced her vuyage when men began to
multiply in the earth, and had been enlarged and im-
proved under the several dispensations of the patri-
archal, Mosaic, prophetic, and Christian, meeting
every want, yet ever advancing toward perfection.
She had sailed in all the seas of Time, and had en-
countered terrific storms by the winds of persecution
from Paganism, Judaism, and Infidelity, yet none of
herbulwarks had been swept away, neither had her
flag been struck in any of her hard-fought battles.
Waer-ships sailing under false colours had often tried
to board her, but with invariable defeat, the winds
and waves combining to her aid.

There was another ship within the reach of the tel-
escope, too pretentious to avoid observation, having
high decks, but with little ballast, and very evidently
drawing but little depth of water. She carried a flag
with various mottoes, such as ‘“Mental Liberty,”
““Free Thought,” ‘“ Age of Reason.” Strange asit
was, her captair., who bore the name of Skepticism,
with many aliases, had no confidence in the compass,
never took any celestial observations, and regarded all
previous charts, surveys, and sailing-directions as vul-
gar pretensions. The crew, passengers, and comman-
der seemed mutually agreed in opinion, that as to the
voyage and its destination nothing could be known,
but that every one must take to himself the largest
liberty, and meet all events as they happened to arise.
I saw that the vessel herself had been under different
owners, and sailed under different colours and names,
voing called ¢ Deism,” ‘“ Atheism,” * Rationalism,”
¢ Pantheism,” ¢ INluminatism,” or * Agnosticism.”
She had no protection against fire, was never able to
get any insurance, and no passenger who was reckless

{ enough to come on board of her could obtain any in-

surance on his life.
As these ships were sailing on the highway of nations
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I saw that they came within speaking distance, and
the captain of the Ship Zion, whose name was Faith,
taking out his speaking trumpet, proceeded to question
the rival vessel thus :

‘“ What is your name 1”

The commander of the other craft, whose name
was Skepticism, promptly answered :

‘¢ Agnosticism,” adding, with a loud voice,
are all believers in absolute freedom of thought.”

I perceived that when the captain of the Zion heard
this, he said :

*Truly, a strange name for an ocean navigator.
Do they mean to exercise fre. thought about ths
points of the compass ! Will their free thought change
the location of icebergs, rocks, and reefs?” Then,
raising his trumpet to his mouth, he asked, *¢ Where
are you from ?”

To which Skepticism replied :

“We "do not know. How our ship came into ex-
istence, and how we came into being ourselves, are
subjects upun which nothing can be known.™

“ Who built your ship ?”

““ We have substantially told you already. We have
no reason to suppose that she ever was built. She
grew, we thiak, from molecules.”

‘“ Whence are you bound ™ was sounded very clearly
across the waters.

The response was :

““We do not know. We are aboard of a great ship.
We do not know what port she left, or whither she is
bound. She may go down with all on board, or she
may reach some sunny port. We do not know.”

Faith then, in a very clear voice, asked :

¢ Why do you proceed upon your voyage ?”

““ Because we are in for it ; we know not why. We
do not know whether the voyage is worth the taking,
the expense meet for the port, or, whether there be
any port. All these matters we relegate to the Un-
knowable.”

““To whom do you expect to give an account for
the cargo and your success ?

‘“We do not know, but we believe in all good deeds,
and mean to be governed by our own social compact.”

““What hope have you as to the future of your ocean
travel 1"

““Qur answer to that is, whether in mid-sea, or
among the breakers of the farther shore, a wreck must
mark at last the end of each and of all. Life is a nar-
row vale between the cold and barren peaks of two
eternities. We strive in vain to look beyond the
heights. We cry aloud, and the only answer is the
echo of our wailing cry.”

When Skepticism had thus delivered himself, seeing
that his position was not very enviable, he proceeded
to question the other ship thus:

‘ What is the name of your vessel?”

(3 we

‘‘ Her name is Zion.”

‘“Who built her.”

“The Captain of Salvativn, together with all the
patriarchs, prophets, and apostles, who were moved
thereto by the Holy Ghost.”

““Where are you from !"”

*“We are all from the land of Condemnation, aud
directly from the port of Destruction, where we found
ourselves in want of all good things.”

‘“To what country are you bound "

““ We seek a hetter, even a heavenly country.”

‘“How do you know there is such a land 1”

‘‘Because it is revealed by Him who cannot lie.
We feel at times its power. We scent its odours and
catch glimpses of it.”

¢“Whom have you on board !

*¢ All those who are persuaded of better things to
come.”’

‘¢ What have you for the supply of your wants ™

¢ We have bread from heaven, pure water from the
river of Life, honey from the Rock, and the grapes of
Eshcol.”

“Do you know where you are?”

¢ Most certainly. We have an infallible chart and
true compass, and, having taken our celestial observa-
tions, we hnow that we are near the eternal shores.
Come thou with us and we will do thee good. The
Lord hath promised us all things, and we know that
except we abide in the ship we cannot be saved.”

Now, I saw that after this conference the captain of
Agnosticism was exceedingly perplexed, and, throw-
ing down his trumpet, walked into his cabin. The
prow of his ship being turnsd, she proceeded on her
way. Iheard a confusion of tonguesfrom her pas-
sengers, and among the uttered words I could catch
such as ‘‘Superstion,” ‘‘ Fanaticism,” ¢ Priestcraft,”
until she was out of sight.

When I looked again, the two vessels were approach-
ing the eternal shores. The multitude in the good
Ship Zion were in expectation of landing, but the pas-
sengers of the other vessel were filled with surprise
and fear. They had disbelieved in such a country, had
made no preparation to land, neither ;were they ready
to give an account of themselves to its Ruler. They
were nearing the shores which they had refused to
consider ; jdarkness and storms were around them.
To them the coast was a rocky one ; they had no chart,
no pilot, and no means of introduction to the inhabi-
tants. Their ship had been built only for fair weather
and smooth seas. When their anchors of Vain Hope
and Speculation were let down into the angry waves,
they dragged over the bottom. So they asked one an-
other, ‘“ Where are we !”" and were answered, ‘‘ We
do not know.” Some said, ‘“ Hold on !"” while others
answered, ‘‘We can find nothing to hold upon.”
Some had said, ‘‘ Suppose that 2ll that has been said
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about a judgment to come should be found true!
We have said we would walk up like men and say we
were mistaken.”

I saw this was mere bravado ; they found their mis-
take was presvmptuous wickedness, and the furies of
the storm laughed at ‘their ruin. Many exclaimed,
“ What fools we were not to consider our latter end !”
Others fell on their knees and tried to pray, and above
the fraging of the tempest many voices were heard
saying, * Behold that Ship Zion ! How grandly she
comes into port with all her sails spread! Their ship
is not as our ship ; let us confess our folly and shame.”

When the ship carrying the flag of Redemption came

GJorrespondence.

MR HALLUS LETTER

Mgz. Eprror,—Shortly after despatching to you my
last letter, I attended the meetings of the Western
Association in London. There was a pretty full
attendance of the members, and various subjects
of great interest were fully discussed. Among these
1 may mention **the Work of the Salvation Army.’
Opinions were expressed at a meeting of the members,
not with any view of making them public, but to ob-
{tain the opinions of men coming from various pasts of

near the Golden City, the captain took out his spy- "the country. The press was represented, and although
glass and said : iinformed that the whole discussion was not meant

¢‘ The spires and shining gates are in full view ; let|to be public, a report appeared in the local papers, and
us all be in readiness to meet the King in His beauty.” | through them, I suppose, in most of the leading jour-

Isaw, too, when she reached the land, that many inals of the country. I need not say that such reports
of the Xing's courtiers came un board, and a vast com- j convey but a very imperfect idea of what is said.
pany of those who had for a long period been inhabi- I'Sume of us were credited with saying things we never

tants of the country came to receive their relatives and
friends ; nay, the King himself came and conversed
with many of them.
While the sea sparkled in the beams of the sun of
Righteousness, I heard them singing :
< Oh, happy harbour of God's saints !
Ok, sweet and pleasant soil !

In thee no sorrow can be found,
Nor grief, nor care, nor toil.”

—Pres. Board of Publication.

GOOD 4DVICE T0 BOYS OLD AND YOUNG.
Whatever you are, be brave, boys !
The liar's & coward and slave, boys :
Though clever at ruses
And sharp ~t exouses,
He's a speaking and pitiful knave, boys !

Whatever you sre, be frank, boys!
"Tis better than money and rank, boys!
till cleave to the right,
Be lovers of light,
Be open, above board, and frank, boys !

Whatever you are, be kind, boys!

Be gentle in manners and mind, boys ;
The men gentle in mien,
Words and temper, I ween,

15 a gentleman truly refined, boys !

But whatever you are, be true, boys!
Be visible through and througb, boys ;
Leave to others the shamming,
The ¢« greening” and * cramiming;
In fun and in earnest, be true, boys !
— Henry Downton, in Leisure Hour.

A SINGLE cattle ranch in Texas, a2t the head of Red
River, is said to contain 23,000 acres wore than the entire
State of Rhode Island contaiss, in territory.

thought of for a moment. Well, on the strength of
i these necessarily imperfect reports, some of us have
l been subjected to coniinued attacks by friends ai:d foes
iever since, and both by anonymous correspondents
in the press and through the post, have been warned
that we are on our way to a warm place. If this spirit
is as wide-spread as the facts appear to warrant us
ito believe, there is reason to fear, we would have
i been justitied in saying all that we were untruthfully
credited with; but we hope better things. The
subject of the ** New Theology " evoked a lively dis-
cussion. It should be remembered, however, that it
was introduced for the sake of discussion, and to bring
before the members the present state of thought on
that subject. The result most clearly demonstrated,
that the *New Theology " has very few apologists
among the Congregational ministers of Western
Ontario.  Our mission work received very careful
attention, the best part of one session being devoted
to the subject.
THE MISSIONARY SERVICES IN LONDON

were among the most interesting and important of the
whole year. I preached missionary sermons on the
i Sabbath, and addressed the Sunday school on the
'same subject. Miss Pinkerton, returned missionary
from Africa, addressed the Sabbath scheol children,
and a large number of visitors, also the public meeting
of Monday eveuing. She is a most efficient speaker.
The Rev. W. Hughes, of Paris, delivered an earnest
address at the public meeting ; there would be some
seven or eight hundred present, both on the Sunday
and Monday evenings. Mr. Hunter takes a deep
interest in our n .ssionary work, and keeps the subject
frequently before his congregation.

The Lord has been blessing the labours of His
servant duringz the past year. Special services at the
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voginning of the year, resulted in large additions to
the membership of the church. There is a Young
People’s Association, which is doing much to evoke
the latent talent of the congregation. There is no
other church in the denomination showing more signs
of life and progress than this one.

STRATFORD.

We had a missionary meeting here, the Rev. C. E.
Gordon Smith in the chair. The attendance was good.
The newly installed pastor is meeting with much
encouragement in his work, and the friends are united

and hopeful.
EMBRO.

Ispent a pleasant Sabbath with Mr. Silcox, and;

presented the claims of our society before his congre-
gation. They will assist us to the best of their ability.
But this lucality suffered heavy losses by the failure of
the wheat crops last year.

KELVIN.

Since I was last here the old church edifice has been
destroyed by fire, and a very beautiful new structure
erected in its place. This was a heavy undertaking
for the few people connected with the mission, and
they have made large sacrifices to accomplish it. The
Rev. Chas. S. Pedley works this field in connection
with

NEW DURHAM.

The congregation is larger here, and there is much

effort shortly. There is life in the congregation yst.
I spent an evening in conference with the mem-
bers of the church, and found them fully deter-
mined to hold together, and carry on their Sunday
school till they can get a settled pastor.

STOUFFVILLE.

There is a marvellous change in this congregation
since I visited it last year; under the wise adminis-
jtration of Mr. Unsworth, things begin to assume a
-hopeful aspect. We had a good missionary meeting,
vand the contributions to our society will be double
ithat of last year. How much in all church work
depends on the man. T. HarL

479 Princess St., Kingstoir, Ont.

. Mgz. Evrror,—Professor Huxley is credited with the
- following, during an address at a meeting of a benevo-
!lent association: —

i« We begin usually with ezpending large sums of money
~on the building, for the glory of the architect; then s
“principal and lady principal are appointed ; next, a chap-
Jlain: and finelly, if any money is left, & few orphans are
i caught and pat into iheir gorgeous palace.”

. We are of the opinion that all who are acquaint-
ied with the history of the Christian church will be
frank enough to admit that the learned scientist,
'in speaking thus of our philanthropic institutions,
I'might, with equal justice, have applied the same prin-
‘ciple to some aspects of our modern church. Al weli-

to encourage. The pastor is not only highly esteemed, I wishers of the church of Christ cannot stand by and
but I imagine it would be a very difficult matter to!conteriplate some features of the church without feel-
find any one who is more beloved by his people. jings of regret and sadness at the inordinate compe-

These missions are fast approaching the point of self-
support, and this object the pastor has constantly
before him. During the few years he has been at his
work he has accomplished much; two new churches
erected, good congregations gathered, and a growing
interest in spiritual things manifested.

SCOTLAND.

1 spent a Sunday morning here, preachiug to a
large congregation. The removal of some prominent
members of the church, and liberal supporters, will be
keenly felt, but the heroic pastor stands by his work.
I gave the evening to

BURFORD.

Reveral improvements in the interior of the build-
ing have been made since last year. The congrega-
tions are even better, and the contributions to our
society increased from both churches.

TNIONVILLE.
was supplied last vacation by student Unsworth. His
services gave them great satisfaction, and encouraged
them to hope for similar this year. The ladies of the
church made a successful effort to reduce the church
debt, and they intend to follow that up by another

| tition there is for external aggrandizement and internal
‘luxury. To an .arnest onlooker it would seem that
! the apostolic church is fast degenerating into a gigan-
" tic institution for erecting expensive piles of masonry
“instead of building spiritual temples. That comfort-

able, commodious and chaste edifices should be erected
“for the worship of the Supreme is a duty devolving
.apon the followers of Him who had ‘“not where to
lay His head ;7 but when congregations vie with each
vother in rearing up buildings regardless of expense, we

do claim that they are not following the true spirit of

apostolic times or the teaching of the churel’s Founder.
“If a business man, with a cash capital of, say 310,000,

should contract to build & warchouse costing, say 350-
000, he would be regarded with suspicion and if this

reckless speculation should be followed by a comprom-
.ise with his creditors, he would be looked upon asa
' dishonest merchant, and if he were fortunate or un-
'fortunate enough to belong to a church he had not
“contributed to of the abundance of his creditors he
' would be publicly expelled or privately pointed at by
' the finger of scorn.  Yet, if our information 1s reliable,
| and we believe it is, the majority of churchesin Canada

have and continue to build on this basis and are hopa-
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lessly insolvent if called upon tostrike a balance. We |conversation,” [the general treasurer *‘rises to the
have seen many melancholy instances in proof of this|vccasion,” and delivers his financial report, which
statement. “Tis but a few yearssince a very expensive shows a slight deficiency, and having eulogized the
church was erected in Montreal, at a cost quite out of friends for their magnanimity in the past, concludes
propertion—iwhich subseyuent experience has shown— with a thrilling appeal to all the ¢‘ unmarried mem-
t the means of the congregation, and, notwithstand- | bers,” who have scarcely arrived at the years of dis-
ing the fact that more than one ornate preacher has |cretion, tu contribute of their abundance. Thus the
vucupled the pulpit, it still remains in the somewhat | years come and go, and the majority of our churches
false pusition of being dedicated to the Lurd and owned |are in a state of financial paralysis instead of being
by the mortgagee, for we learn chat not a dollar of the free to devote time and moneylto the great work of
principal has Jever been paid. Nuw, we hold that | Christ throughout the world. The language of scrip-
this mania for erecting expensive piles of masonry by ; ture tells us that we ‘‘cannot serve God and Mam-
compartively poor cungregations is not only wrong but | mon.”  Frum what authority dves the church get her
is a serivus obstacle to all missionary enterprise. The | license to serve both 2 When a church erpends large
merchant who contracts to build a,warehouse costing, | Sums of money in a magnificent organ, high steeples,
say $50,000, with no better prospect of paying for it | anc outside show, while many of her poor members
than many churches we could name, will soun discover | are allowed tu exist alinost without the common neces-
that his credit is the reverse of what it ought to be, aries of life, it may be asked which of the two masters
and ere long wil! find it necessary to yield to the in-|sheisserving. We see families of respectable churches
evitable. Now, if the church should regard this fool- growing up without a common education to fit them
ish specu]a,tion with suspicion’ it may reasona,b]y bhe for the work of the church and tc enable them to be-
asked upon what grounds the church justifies itself in | come useful members of society, and we listen with
following the same course. The church proclaims the | pain to the pulpit breathing out warnings against
merchant dishonest. What if the merchant retaliates | crimes, chiefly born of ignorance, in language which
by asking what right the church has to involve itc, would puzzle the most scholastivstudent of the college
members and those that come after them by erecting | to understand. We know of “‘young men and maid-
and dedicating to the Lord a ‘building which cannot | ens,” who are sacrificing muny of the comforts in life
be paid for except at the expense of carrying on mis-)in order to support their aged parents; and yet they
sionary work at home and abroad? No wonder the | are wgited upon by a ‘‘special committee” to aid in
missions flag. No wonder the college, the spiritual | meeting the intergst of a miserable church debt. We
and scholastic academy, finds it difficult to supply the | could name missions that have actuzlly died out for
churches with well-trained :eachers. Supposea church ;lack of funds and have seen their ‘* respectable,”
to be built upon the basis we have spoken of—what |though over-burdened parents attend the funeral and
follows 2 Well, it follows tha. the entire enerzy of | drop a silent tear into the grave as they buried them,
the cungregation is concentrated upon the debt, and : with a ““sure and certain hope of a joyful resurrec-
to meet the interest. Comimitiees are appuinted to!tion.” We have listened with barning interest to the
visit the peuple—two-thirds of whom are scarcely able | pulpit's oration upon Foreign Missions, punctuated
to furnish their families with a common-school educa-, with pathetic appeals for help to send the ¢“ gospel to
tion— to persuade them to contribute what they cannot * every creature,” and during the week the Building
even spare, except at great personal sacritice and in- | Fund committee has signed a death warrant to the
convenience tu their families. In addition, all sorts . oration by begging from house to house for the church
of questionable efforts are made by means of *“socials,”  debt. Last Sunday we heard a disquisition upon
‘“lectures,” ‘‘garden parties,” ‘‘ice-cream socials,” | * Consider the lilies,” and *‘Take no heed of the
‘“ excursions,” ““bazaars,” in order to raise money, | morrow,” and ere long we hear of a scheme to erect
and at the close of the year a *‘special ™ meeting is | a church to cost 850,000, which will require consider-
called at which disappui......g reports are read, showing , able anxivus thought for several to-morrows. To-day
the total receipts from all these various modes of col- ; we lay aside a few dollars of hard-earned money for
lection to have barely paid off the interest. The mis- : the ‘“poor heathen,” and to-morrow we are waited
sionary treasurer then reads extracts from printed ,upon by a ¢ special committee,” and are told that
appeals published by thy various missionary societies, ; charity begins at home. Now, it is reasonable to en-
delivers an eloquent disquisition apon ““ Home ™ and : quire, in view of these incongruities, how the church
“ Foreign " missions, and finally concludes his annual | expects to bringall men everywhere to a saving know-
peroration by scolding the “‘brethren,” those who are  ledge of the truth. It would seem that the sublime
rich and those who are ‘“ begging leave to toil,"—for | mission of the church of to-day consists in bringing
neglecting the ‘“heathen,” who are living without the | men, both rich and poor, learned and ignorant, to a
gospel of Christ—after a brief intermission for ¢ sacial { knowledge of her financial position, instead of to a
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saving faith.
recorded of the moust uniyue personage that ever
walked this solid earth of vurs that He ‘‘ went ahout”
begging the pucr people of Palestine to build magnifi-
cent palaces in which to bewilder the people with
theological riddles—eh? Yet this is what the v vy
church He founded is doing. We preach cloquently
against the tendency to unbelief, forgetful that weare
scattering the seed from which springs this obnoxious
weed. s it better to be cunsistently atheistical or in-
consistently Christian ¢ So long as the church coquets
with the world she is not unly “in the world” but
‘“of the world.” If the church isio become a potent
spiritual force the wide world over she must cease to
pay homage to worldly ambition, and cease too to mort-
gage herself for the ‘“¢lory of the architect,” other-
wise she must remain subject to Pharaoh and make
bricks for aye. S. HuxLEY.
Montreal

THE BELLE RIVIERE MISSION.
Mg. EpiTor,-~In my letter dated Dec. 20th, 1883,

and which appeared in the February number of the

INDEPENDENT, I promised more particulars about the
Belle Rividre Mission, but to this day I have been
unable to fill that promise. An account of the ordina-
tien of the missionary, Rev. A. F. Rivard, was given
in the same number.
friend in Toronto seni $5 to help the cause.
friends in Montreal have also contributed about §25
or £30, so that the missionary has been suffering and
getting into debt. So Jar, it was thought undesirable
for the pastor to leave the field and go on a collecting

tour ; but now he thinks of doing so, before long. :
As it is, he ought to get enough to wipe out the .

past year's debts and have scmething left for the
new year, beginning in May or June. But this
is not what the readers are expecting from me ; so I
will leave the subject of money, and turn their atten-
tention to what may be found more interesting to
them ; the history of Belle Riviere Station.

It was here that about the year 1844, a school was

started in connection with the French Canadian
Missionary Society, which had then just been organ-
ized with Christian men like the Rev. Drs. Wilkes and

Taylor, Col. Wilgress, as chairman, and Messrs. John .

Dougall, James Court, and several others. This

school was removed in 1846 to Pointe-aux-Trembles, !
Seimne years hefore, -
Madame Feller, founder of the Grande-Ligne Mission,
(Baptist), had established a school south of Montreal, .

about ten miles east of Montreal.

near the Richelieu River. Several years later, the
Church of England founded a society to spread the
Gospel and her peculiar tenets among the French of
this Province, and established & school only four miles
from the Grande-Ligne station, on the opposite side

What should we think if it had been’

In answer to that letter, a .
Some .

of the Richelieu River. So far, they have made but
“little progress.  The Methodists have also come in the
field of late years. Belle Rivitre, which is a part of
“the parish of St. Scholastique, a station of the Pacific
i Railway, was, with St. Thérise, the adjoining parish,
the cradie of the missionary work amongst the French
,on the north side of the St. Lawrence.  The result of
. the efforts of the first missionaries was that several
. families left the Church of Rome. Some learne to read
. between the ages of furty and fifty, that they might read
, the Bible for themselves, and led must exemplary and
- Christian lives ; sume became colporteurs and others
preachers of the gosbel. But as it had been a thing
‘unknown in the country that a French Canadian
“should becume a Protestant, the persecution against
"the first converts was terrible. Most of the families
"left, some for the eastern townships, some for Upper
Canada, and some for the neighbouring States. That
large French Protestant colony that was formed on
. Lake Huron about thirty years ago, and which is now
in the hands of the Presbyteriar French Mission,
 Came, for the majority, from St. Thérése, where, if T
_mistake not, only one family remained ; and, being
;neglected, have all been buried by the Catholics as
, fast as the members of it died. Not one has been left
there. But Belle Rivitre was more fortunate. There
' was less emigration, and perhaps less persecution. A
school was kept up most of the time for the smallest
children of the converts, the oldest children being
sent to the Pointe-aux-Trembles school. A mission-
ary was also kept there almost permanently till a few
years ago. He had to preach on Sunday, and either
tavght the school or colported during the week days.
A neat little stone church was built there twenty-four
yearsago ; it needs repairs very badly. When it is con-
“sidered that two or three workers placed there, men
that should have been ashamed of taking the name of
missionaries, that were a scandal instead of showing
Christ in them by their lives; then again, that since
a few years no missionary was stationed in the place,
it being abandoned because the members of the church
were unwilling to give up the property of the building
to *he new Presbyterian Missionary Society, into
whose hands fell all the property and stations of the
late French Canadian Missionary Society ; when all
this is considered, it is a wonder that some sixteen
families, or about seventy souls, still cling together
and are rallying around the present missionary, in
whom they seem to have full confidence. It is only
God’s work that can stand thus. These families, mosi
of them, live as far as ten and fifteen miies from the
church, some in one direction and some in another, so
"that the pastor has to keep a horse to visit a good
' part of his people, as well as new seekers of Gospel
truths from the Romish Church : and this increases
ithe expenses. But, as the people love their pastor,
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they have done nobly towards supporting him, much
beyond what was expected from them, considering
their means. Now, if some help could come from the
friends abroad, the work, which at present seems most
encouraging, would no doubt go on and prosper.
Persecution has come to an end, or nearly so, and the
Catholics enter in conversation with the missionary,
even on the subject of religion, and discuss calmly, a
thing unknown only a few years ago. As my letter is
perhaps already too long, for more particulars the
triends of this work can write to me, or to my brother,
the pastor at Belle Riviere, P. Q., or again, when
they meet him, enquire of our Rev. Mr. Hall, who
has visited the place and the missionary.
3044 Craig St. Montreal, L. E. Rivakp.

SALVATION ARMY EXPERIENCES.—NO. 2.

They push the circulation of the Wur Cry.  Atfirst
they ordered 200 for this station, though 300 were

!our meetings, why, it is only a matter of taste and
convenience between them and your powerful and
vastly more expensive organs!”  And, after all,
there’s something in it. It depends largely on habit
and use. Tom Hood says, with respect to some
pharisaical professors, that they
* But for the mere accident of birth,

Might have been born high priest to Mumbo Jumbo !

And at many a church door now, if King David
would appear, with his big harp upon his back, and
propose to go in and lead their worship of song, and
sing the twenty-third psalm as he used to sing it at
serusalem, he would be promptly refused admissicn,
unless he would first deposit the obnoxious ‘¢ instru-
ment ” in the coal-cellar or school-room ! And so, as
the Macedonian ¢ appealed from Philip drunk to
Philip sober,” the Salvation. Army appeals from the
verdict of a public used only to bells and organs, to
I the verdict of the same public when it becomes accus-
tomed to the use of the big drum in worship!

sent, and no doubt they found a lhttle difficulty ' We sumetimes feel like springing up, and clapping
getting rid of them all. Now they sell 500 weekly. | our hands, and shouting ; and the Salvation Army
‘There are reported to be sicteen }ar Cries, in nearly as | does not think it any virtue to repress such fancies
many countries, and in several languages. The War , and desires. (ne night a man said ¢ he thanked God
Cry for America is published at the headguarters in | the Salvation Ariny had ever come to this town ; and
Brooklyn ; and sells for three cents. There must be | ke thanked also the ministers of the town, for it was
a considerable profit derived from both its publication | the Presbyterian and Cungregational ministers that
and local distribution. It custs the stations twocents; | induced him to give his heart to God.” A night or

and then many people look upon it as rathier shabby
to demand (knowing it all gues into the Army funu)
the two cents change out of a half dime. And once
every night the Captain will announce, ** Now, we re
goiny to sing a piece out of the HWar Cry; and you
that haven't got une, why get one !” And there are
at the market, often on the street, and always at the
meetings, one or two of their young soldiers selliug
the War Cry.  And if the poetry of the War Cry
hymns is not of the highest, there is seldom any lack
of ““ movement " in them.

At their meetings (which consist largely of * testi-
mony,” too exclusively so, for there is very listle
instruction) after two or three have testitied, the cap-
tain or lieutenant will jump up suddenly, and begin,
perhaps, with—

€0, I shall heve a new name in that Land,

In that Land, that sunny,sunay Land !

0, I shall have & new name in that Land,
In that Sun . ny Land !

And the ‘“ soldiers " on the platform strike in vigur-
ously, with drum, cymbals and tambourines for accom-
paniment. Their singing is very lively, and seems
attractive to the multitude. And when criticized,
they rejoin, ¢ Our big drum does not make as much
noise, and does not cost nearly as much, as your big
church bells ! It is vur way of getting the people
together. And as for the drum and tambourines in

“two before that—amonyg the first times he had ever
:spukcn —* Happy Tom " bent round his neck to see
~who was behind him speaking, and, perceiving this
“man, he tirst threw himself back in his chair, with his
, feet thrown up, and then sprang up two fect from the
{tloor and clapped his hands, shouting, * Bless the
"Lerd ! That's a man I've bLeen praying for for a
‘month © " This man's intimate cvmpanion—formerly
“in carousing, as now in well-doing—said, a few nights
ago, ‘“ My wife, and myself, and children are all here
“in this mecting ; the first time we've all been ina

[

s place of worship for eleven years !

Some time ago there had been about two hundred
who had professed conversion. Tp to that time
seventy-seven had juined the army, the very large
proportion of them very young persons. An equal
number must be in the town who will join the
churches—the remainder being from a distance. One
young man, last Sunday night, to whom I was speak-
ing, and who professed conversion, said he lived be-
yond a village twelve miles from here. And sleigh-
loads of people have come from places twenty miles
off.

One night I felt much for the captain. He said he
had that day been talked to by one of the ministers
about taking away members from the churches. He
said he now knew—what Le did nut know when they
organized—that two of their soldiers had had their
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names on church-rolls. He said they did not want
church members to leave their churches to come to
them—that the rules of the Salvation Army were to
get their members at the penitent bengh ! And rather
than have any jealousy or discontent among the
Christians of the place, said he, ¢ I am willing—if the
soldiers themselves consent to it—that every soul we
have gathered should go into the churches,of the town;
and we—four of us—will go out into the street and
beqive again!”

Out of the number converted 1 have ¢ spoken to’
probably half of them; and it is wonderful whata
similarity of ** difficulty ” exists with them. The fact
is they have not made up their mind to make an un-
conditional surrender. \Vhen that is done the trouble
isallover ! I sometimes say to them: “Now, Chrits
died for you! You can be sure of that—and it is the
only way an unconverted person can be sure of it—
from this fact, Christ died for «ll, and therefore for
won ! Well, then, did God «ccept His atonement for
you! Was he pleased and satistied with what Jesus
had done? You can have your answer in the Bible
in many places, where we are told that God raised
Him from the dead ! If he had not been pleased and
satisfied with what Jesus had done for you, He vould
not have raised Him from the dead and taken Him to
His own right hand in glory ! Then, if Christ has
dene a great work for you, and God accepts His work,
there is salvation ready for you! And how are you
to have it in possession / Just by belicving all this!”
They dry up their eyes, and make up their minds that
since they have failed to find salvation by means of
‘¢ feeling " something, or by amendment of outward
life, they will try if it cannot be got by simply believ-
ing what God says about His Son ! Perhaps the very
next night you hear them testifying of God’s saving
power, and urging others to ‘“come and get down
before God and just believe what he says!”

One of the hardest things is the giving up of the
slavery of tobucce. At a Salvation Army meeting you
never need to kneel in puddles of vile tobacco juice.
It seems the most reasonable thing in the world to
these converts that, when they were praying God for
a clean heart, they should have begun at once to keep
a clean mouth ! And the more resolute and deter-
mined a man is on this, as well as on every other point
of pleasing a holy Saviour, the less trouble he finds
from the filthy god. Some do go back once or twice
on this field of contlict, and then come up again with a
fresh and stronger start. The man who
harm in smoking " -- notwithstanding its family
alliance with drinking, idleness, and a weakening of

B

all our best human powers—is generally the man who |

“ sees no harm in dancing, theatres aud cards!”™ And
a world full of such men and women, and the cause of
Christ would disappear {rum the earth !

WiLtiam Wye SMiTH.

‘“sees no!

1 C. C.F. M S
i
i Mr. Epitor,—I wish to call attention to several
| matters that will be of interest to the friends of Foreign
! Missions.

The first and most important is this, that whereas,
'in the year 1832-83, fiftcen churches were reported as
. contributing avout 8775, this year weare thus far able
to report tweaty-seven churches contributing over
:81,100. Assuming that these churches would allow
.their contributions to be devoted to a specitically
t Canadian mission working under the auspices of the
" American Board ; assuming also, and I think the as-

sumption is reasonable, that the above sum is less and
‘not more than we are likely to receive in future years,
‘it would seem that the time has come for us to take
linto consideration the question of having not only a
| Foreign Missionary Society, but also a Foreign Mission.
j I would, therefore, ask that the brethren come tu the
annual meeting in June, prepared tu discuss this ques-
:tion, prepared too, if possible, to point out some fit
- person to enter upon the work.
;’ Another matter I would like to mention. The pub-
! lishers of the Missionary Herald, of the American
| Board, agree to send a copy of that magazine free to
| the pastor of every church contributing to the Board.
"' An arrangement haz been made to extend this privi-
lege to churches contributing through our own Society.
If churches who desire the Herald will please send me
the name and aadress of their pastor I will have them
added to the list of subscribers.

The Annual Meeting will” be held at Montreal in

June, during the session of the Uniom.

Hven Pepiey, Seerctary.

CONGREGATION AL PROVIDENT FUND
SOCIETY.

The following letter will tell its own tale better
i than we can.  We only add our earnest appeal to the
churches to heed the suggestion.—Ebp.

DEear Bro. Burron,—Before you left I promised to
send yout a memo. asto the Provident Fund which you
might use for the magazine.

The loss will be a serious one, doubtless—and no
s one regrets it more than the directors. 1 have been
. on the Board myself for nineteen years, and for eigh-
i teen years secretary. Therefore, for me it has a
i peculiar interest, and I have always watched its pro-

1 gress upwards with feelings of the greatest satisfac-
i tion, so that this most unfortunate set back gives me
a corresponding amount of pain.

The investments in the Montreal Loan and Mort-
gage Company were commenced by our predecessors
'cn the Board as far back as 1860—and they have
| been continued and increased cver since. The divi-
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dends paid have ranged as high as ten per cent. and
never less than seven per cent. per annum ; while in
1870 we received a cash bonus of $650 besides the
year’s interest of eight per cent.

On looking back I find that we have receised from
the Loan and Mortgage Company in dividends and
bonus over $17,0600. Had our funds been invested in
Government bonds or undoubted securities of that
class the interest accruing from these securities would
probably not have netted more than four and a-half
per cent —and as it is our interest that has built up
the Fund, the capital would not have increased nearly
so much as it has done. That is one point worthy of
consideration in the present circumstances. Asto the
future, the churches must be appealed to to come to
the rescue, and provide funds to pay the annuities
until the Fund is in a position to do this itself.

The churches, as a whole, have hitherto not done
much for the Fund, but if they wculd all do something,
and if those who do subscribe would double their sub-
seriptions for a few years, this would enable the fund
to recuperate and again place it in a strong position.

There are now on the fund as annuitants nine
widows and seven children, involving an annual out-
lay of about §1,100. Will the churches undertake to
pay this ?

The shortage up to 31st May, being the end of the
present financial year, will be almost $300. The
directors personally have subscribed sufficient to pay
that amount. A "special collection was taken up in
Emmanuel church last Sunday, and, including the
subscriptions of directors who belong to that church,
the amount to be received will be over $500.

I am yours very truly,
Cuas. R. Brack,
Sec.-Treas.

P. 8.—Now would be a good time to suggest a large
number of additivns to the life membership_list—$20
constitutes this—or a legacy before death would be
nice. C.R. B.

IDews of the &hurches.

BerieviLLe.—The report from this church cf its
missionary meeting in January lust, was mislaid. The
school room was decorated, and tea provided by the
ladics of the congregation, the room being full.
meeting was presided over by the pastor, the Rev.
Wm. Stacy, and after devotional exercises, Mr. Rich-
ardson (Manager of the Bank of Montreal) gave an
excellent address. The superintendent, Rev. Thos.
Hall, gave an address in reference to the work of the
Society, and stated his feelings of great pleasure in

The \

White) handed $21 as the result of her labours on
behalf of the fund and a good collection at the close
of the meeting added to this, cheered the heart of the
delegate. Rev, D. Mitchell, of John S$t. Presbyterian
Church, in a foly well chosen words congratulated the
society and the church on the improved aspect of the
work here.

Braxtrorp.—The past month has been an encour-
aging one. Our publicmeetingshave beenwell attended.
Our Young Ladies’ Foreign Missionary Society held its
quarterly social at the house of Mrs. Jacob Ott. It
was well attended, and the exercises, which consisted
of singing, speaking, and forming the charmed circle—
the latter by a lady friend from Toronto—were greatly
enjoyed by all present. The Annual social of this
society was held when our friend Mr. Hall was with
us. An excellent collation was prepared by the young
ladies, and enjoyed by those present, after which
spirited addresses were delivered by our superinten-
dent, Rev. T. Hall, Rev. Mr. Crossley {Methodist),
and Rev. F. R. Beattie (Presbyterian). These were
interspersed with song and recitation. The proceed-
ings were satisfactory to all. Our young people are
busily engaged preparing for the rendering of a “ Ser-
vice of Song,” under the leadership of Mr. S. Ciarke.
Committees have been appointed to draw up ¢ Consti-
tutions” for both a weekly ‘‘Band of Hope" and
open temperance meeting. Five were received into
the church at our last communion, upon confession of
faith, one of them being a lad attending the Institute
for the Blind. It is spring with us, a time of promise,
for which we are thankful. —G. F.

CoLpsprings Revivar.—Having been requested by
our superintendent, Mr. Hall, and others, to give some
account of revival work that 1as been going on at
Coldsprings, I have concluded to send a few jottings.
The Congregational Church at Coldsprings (a village
about eight Jmiles north of Cobourg) was founded in
the year 1840 by the Rev. Wm. Hayden. He was for
many years its labourious and beloved pastor. Since
his death, in 1865, it has had several pastors, and has
been worked part of the time as a separate charge, and
partly in connection with the Cobourg church. Since
my own settlement in 1877 the two churches have been
thus united. During my pastorate ther: has been an
encouraging side to thc work  The congregation has
been good, missionary collections have largely in-
creased, and on the whole there has been a state of
harmony among the people. But one discouraging
feature there was, viz.: the few additions to the church.
Seed was being suwn, no doubt, and salutory impres-
sions made, but there was no visible fruit. We at
last determined to try the experiment of holding

beiny enabled to see that evening the best wissionary | special services, though, as the event proved, vur faith

meeting of his experience in Belleville.

of lis address the collector for this auxiliary (Miss)to bless.

At the cloge | was pitiably small in comparison with God's willingness

We decided to begin the services immedi.
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ately after the annual missionary meeting, which was
held Monday, February 11th. IMr. Warriner, our
missionary deputation, kindly consented to stay with
us for two nights. The Tuesday night was one of the
wildest of a wild winter, and when we arrived at the
church there were only about a dozen or fifteen to
greet us. On Wednesday night the weather moderated,
and there was a fair congregation. Two remained for
the enquiry-meeting. Fortwo or three wecks after this
we kept the meetings on with such assistance as was
kindly rendered by neighbouring ministers, and by my
esteemed assistant, Mr. Andrews, a student in Vie-
toria College. At times we were a iittle discouraged,
but were at once picked up out of our discouragement
by having a larger congregation than usual, or by see-
ing several remain to the enquiry-meeting. By the
beginning of March it was deemed advisable to ask
for the services of the Rev. E. D. Silcox. We cannot
feel too thankful that this thought was put into our
fiearts, nor too grateful to him for the services he
rendered us. During the week or ten days he was
with us he threw himself wholly into the work, visit-
ing from house to house in the day-time, and preach-
ing most earnest and effective sermons at might. The
movement had now gained momentum, and the church
was crowded night after night. Those who remained
for the after-meeting, Christians and enquirers, be-
came 80 numerous that the tide was turned. At first
it required no little moral courage for anyone to stay
behind with the few that remained ; now, the moral
courage seemed more requisite in those who went
away. So the week went on until the whole neigh-
bourhood felt its power. We were exceedingly sorry
when Mr. Silcox left us, but he will be glad to know
that the meetings sustained their interest up to the
time it was deemed advisable fo close them on account
of the-impassable state of the roads. They lasted al-
together about six weeks. What are the results ? As
to the general moral and spiritual result we may say
that the neighbourhovod has experienced a wonderful
purification, so that such outward forms of wickedness
as profanity and drunkennes are almost extirpated.
As to special fruit, the following is an approximate
statement : Several persons visiting friends were con-
verted but joined no church in the vicinity. A list of
twenty-one names was handed to the pastor of the
Presbyterian church. Many of these had been seri-
ously inclined before the meetings commenced, but by
them were brought to a decision. They were received
into the church cn the last Communicn Sunday. At
a church-meeting held in our own church April 6th,
sixty-seven persons, thirty-three males and thirty-four
females, were received. They ranged all the way up
from about twelve years old tu one who had passed
his eightieth year. We had one case of a father,
mother, and four children, and ancther of the parents

D
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and three children being received. On Sunday, April
13th, nearly all these received the right hand of feliow-
ship, and sat down to the communion. It was a ser-
vice without parallel in the history of the church and
will never be furgotten. One or two vbservations I
would like to make in conclusion. The services were
exceedingly plain and simple in their character. There
was no melodrama, no fierce eppealing to men's fears,
no striving for startling eflects, but only an earnest
faithful presentation of Christian truth on the part of
the preachers and on the part of the people a quiet
growing earnestness that was in its very silence more
impressive than the most hysterical outbursts could
have been. Another thought is this, that in this
work we have simply the realizing of the result of
years of patient labour. Pine trees have long roots.
So have revivals. Some of the roots of this revival
reach back to the days when old Mr. Hayden was doing
faithful work for his Master. In this connection the
question has been suggested te me as to whether our
churches and pastors have not failed in the art of har-
vesting. God only knows how faithfully they have
sowed the seed, working on in the face of frostand
cloud. But somehow they don't appear to gather the
results. They are excellent workers in the spring, ex-
cellent judges of the seed and of the way to sow it,
but they have no eye to discern the harvest, and no
sickle wherewith to reap. Hence their barns are
empty. In reading the promise,  They"who sow in
tears shall reap in joy,” they appropriate the tears
and leave to others the joy. I would suggest the
holding of special services, not as a substitute for a
persistent, faithful ministry of teaching and soul-care,
but as a means of realizing the natural and honest
fruits of such & ministry. H. P.

BowyaNviLLE. — We are glad to note continued
prosperity in this church. The membership has been
increased by twelve, thirteen having been added, one
dismissed. The debt has been reduced, financial
obligations all met. In all §1,276 have been raised
during the past year. The Sabbath school has
increased one-third, and a substantial addition has
been made to the library. The interest is unabated
and the new ecclesiastical year is entered upon with
hope and encouragement.

Euvcar.—Since the last report from this field, sev-
eral events have transpired worthy of notice. Several
new names added to the church rolls, also believed to
be wwritten in the Lamb's Book of Life. During the
winter there has been a deep religious sentiment man-
ifested in this community, and with other churches we
have great reason to rejuice in its result. In the
second place, missionary zeal hasincreased. Last year
the "amount contributed to Home Missions by the
{ Rugby and Bethesda churches was in advance of most
1of our country churches. I am glad to state that,

.
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although the crops were below the average last har- services were held in the above church in February,
vest, our contributions have not fallen off but areconducted by Rev. R. McKay, of Kingston, which by
slightly increased. Our people are also much inter- | the blessing of God has resulte in the conversion of
ested in Foreign Missions. Contributions for that|a number of persons. Sixteen have united with the
purpose have been more than doubled this year In|church, only two of whom profess decision at an earlier
this connection the Sunday school has been especially | date. Fourteen of the above were from the Sabbath
interested. *In addition to other contributions, Edgar | school, and sume others, we expect, will come out ou
(Betnesdaj Sunday school has taken thirty shares in \the Lord’s side. This "was Mr. McKay's last visit to
the ‘“ Morning Star.” I have again the pleasure of | our churches befor: leaving for the Old Land.  We re-
acknowledging the kindness of my people to me per- | gret his loss to the country, and especially among our
sonally. A short time since the good friendsat Rugby : churches, to whom he has been a great blessing by his
presented me with a fine new set of harness for my ; evangelistic labours. He will have our heartfelt prayers
horse. In the last report from this field, mention was ‘ for his success, wherever the DMaster sends him, and
made of a new station having been commenced at a  if in accord with the Master’s will he shall come back,
place callod Dalston. The friends there are very en- | we shall be truly thankful to have him labouring in
thusiastic. They have sccured a Sne building-lot and | our country and among our churches.—Conx.
already have commenced to build a small church,| Laxarx.—Some of the friends in the far West,
which they hope to have ready for use by the st of | who were once members of the Lanark Congregational
July.—J. C. W. church, have expressed a desire through your columns
Gararraxa.—The workmen are busy re-building the 1 to know if we are still in existence as a chureh, not
parsonage, and it is expected to be ready for occu- ! having seen anything concerning us in the InpEPEN-
pancy about the middle of summer. On the sugges- ; DEXT for some time. For their information we will
tion of our :aissionary superintendent, and urgent ; turn back to last December. On Christmas evening a
request of our people of Fergus, Mr. Black has con- ; most interesting service was held in the church, whicl:
cluded to give that place an afternoon service. | was filled to overflowing. The Christmas ship was ex-

GueLpH.—This church has been providing itse]f;ceedingly beautiful, being tastefully decorated with

. . . . tvarl 4] 1 i - ZAa! s
with a fine new organ of eighteen stops, built by the ! variegated chains, transparent buckets of various

old firm of \Warren & Co., Toronto. A recital under | colours ; tapers, reflectors, all of which, when lighted,
the leadership of Mr. E. Fisher, of Toronto, was' produced a brilliant effect. There was also a fine dis-

given 24th of April with great acceptance and success, | Play of books for the scholars, and fancy articles—

May the instrument serve well the church in the ser-
vices of the sanctuary, and thus prove a blessing.

Kincarpine.—The church here has bought a house
with a garden and three acres of land for a parsonage.
It is quite near the church.

Ki~caxpine.—This church has bought threc acres
of land and a house for parsonage and glebe, near the
church. The friends here are much encouraged and
we trust these encouragements are but the tokens of
still more abundant blessing.

Kixeston—Mg. Mackay.—Our friend, Rev. R.
Mackay, whose pen has often afforded our readers
gratifying news of church work, and whose services
are widely known, is leaving for Scotland. In King-
ston, where his residence has been, the children and
friends of his mission Sunday school gathered in the
mission hall a few weeks ago to bid an affectionate

good-bye. A silver tea service was presented by the
teachers. Kind words were spoken, some by our

brother Dr. Jackson, who was present on the occasion,
and we join heartily in the closing words of the
address which accompanied the presentation: ¢ We
shall often pray for you and your family, that God
may bless and prosper you. May we ask for your
prayers in return.”

HumBeEr Suamr.—A week of special evangelistic

i bresents from one friend to another. After devotional
i exercises by the pastor, the superintendent gave a
i short address, then the scholars entertained the audi-
. ence with music, recitations, and readings, all of which
“had reference to the birth of our Lord. The ship was
i then unloaded and every heart made glad by a token
of love. The pastor also received a gift of twenty-
iseven dollars from the congregation asa New Year's
“present. His wife wasalso kindly remembered by the
ladies. As usual the week of prayer was observed.
( Mr. Hall was with us all week, being stormm-bound.
The meetings were well attended and, as there seemed
a decy interest in spiritual things, the services were
"continued and kept up for seven weeks. It was a time
| of great refreshing, professors were revived and many
| brought tothe Saviour. Revs. McColl and McFadyen
'rendered efficient service during the meeting. Thirty-
. two have been received into the church on profession,
;and two by letter In the last three years and a half,
: over sixty have been added to the church, and still we
"pray Lord revive us yet more and more. A year ago
Mr. Hall organized aLadies’ Missionary Society which
has been a decided success, socially and financially.
Lanark hopes soon to be able to build a lecture room,
~which will greatly add to the comfort of the week-
- night meetings and Sunday school, which grows under
"an able superintendent. The school has taken forty-
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the number under pastoral care is increased by

and now the church, finding the pastor worn and, eighteen, being at present 542. Qur various societics

weary with his work, has generously decided to give :

have fully maintained their efliciency, and two new

him four months’ recreation and have a student in his' ones have been added to our list, viz., a penny bank
place. The Lord, vur God, bless them more abun-iand a temperance society, the former of which has

dantly in spiritual and temporal things for this kind;

act to His servant. ¢« Tge Pasror's WIrFg,”

Loxpox.—In addition to what appeared in our last
issue, the Year Book of this church, since received,
gives the following definite items : The total member-
ship is 326, a net gain of 22 over the past year The
church raised, according to report, £3,581 last year,
and every department appears to be in active pros-
perity. $139 seem to have been raised for denomina-
tional objects, $119 for missions and $20 for the
Union.

MoxrtreaL, EMaxven.—The Year Book of this emi-
nently succnssful church is before us, a synopsis of
which, trom the pen of the indefatigable secretary,
Dr. Cornish, has already appeared in our March
number. We congratulate church and pastor on their
well-earned position.

MoxtrEAL PrigriM CHURCH.—TheRev. John Fraser
who has been labouring in connection with this tield
has made application to be received into the Presby-
terian church. The church has felt compelled to dis-
hand.

PargpaLE.—The above named church and ¢ongre-
gation held a large and enthusiastic meeting on March
19th, and came to a decision with reference to a
building site. A committee was struck for the pur-
pose of raising funds, and an appeal to the churches
for aid may be looked for in behalf of the large and
important work opening up to the energetic workers
of this new and important enterprise. C.D.

RiversiDE, ToroNro. —Mount Zion Congregational
Church (formerly Don Mount Mission) reported at
last annual meeting thirty-five memocrs. Increase
during the year, sixteen ; dismissals granted to two.
The total number of teachers and officers in the Sab-
bath school, eighteen ; and the total of scholars on the
roll, 260 ; average attendance for the year, 235. The
school itself raised 2185.92, a Jarge portion of which
wont to the support of the church. It is a new feature
in Sabbath schocl work that the question should not
be—how mmnch can the church contribue to the
school ? but how much can the schoct give the
church? -

St. Jony’s, NewrouxpLaND.—The anpual meet-
ings of the Church and Missionary societies have now
been held and we can thankfully report a year of
decided progress, and the accomplishment of, at least,
one somewhat difficult undertaking, vi.., the entire
repair and renovation of the city chapel. Our present
membership is 123, being one less than last year ; but

ninety-six depositors ; and the iatter has already
eighty-two members. The pastor's Bible class has
now entered its fourth winter session and is deepening
in interest as a spiritual agency among the more
earnest and thoughtful young people; while our
Sunday school is carried on with increasing efliciency,
having sixteen teachers and 178 scholars on the roll.
These means of grace ought to be followed by large
additions to the fold of Christ, as a spirit of deep
earncstness and longing for conversions is abroad,
especially among the deacons and the Sunday school
teachers. We are looking for the outpouring of God’s
spirit on the church and congregation. Our income
for ordinary church purposes for 1883 is $1,888, and
our outlay $1,866, leaving a balance of $22. We
collected for church repairs 81,586 ; and for Home
and Foreign Missions, 8681 ; Fellowship Fund, $114 ;
and Sunday school work, $80, making a total of
84,852 subscribed by our own congregation during the
past year. The total cost of our church repairs is
about $3,700, of which we have $3,604 in hand from
all sources. The total expenditure for missions in the
island has been $1,183; and for elementary educa-
tion and teachers’ training-school, 81.279, making a
grand total for those two last-named indispensable
adjuncts of Christian work in Newfoundland of $2,462.
It is only right to notice here the continued activity «f
our Juvenile Missionary Society, which collects $298
of the above sum, and the valuahle labours of the
Ladies’ Missionary Auxiliary which adds $117 to the
funds of this year; and last, not least, we have a *
contribution of 836 from the mission station of Ran-
dom. 1 say nothing here of the work of our missions
gencrally, nor of Labrador in particular, ‘as I trust to
be able to speak to you on this subject (D.V.) in June
next.

THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION.

The Western Association held its semi-annual meet-
ing in London on the 25th and 26th ult. The sermon
was preached by the Rev. D. McGregor, from Col.
il. 7. Interesting reports were received from churches
within the bounds of the Association. There were
received into the membership, Revs. C. E. Gordon
Smith, C. L. Ross, Joseph Watt, George Fuller, and
the church in Sheddon. Rev. C. Pedley read a paper on
¢ The New Theology,” which called forth a lively dis-
cussion, Incidentally, a discussion grew out of a
reference made to the Salvation Army. Touching
both of these discussions the London and the Toronto
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secular press give a somewhat full but, in several in-
stances, a very incorrect and misleading report.

The discussion on ‘ Young People’s Associations
and their Relation to Church Life and Work,” wasan
instructive and interesting one. The Sunday school
¢ Question Drawer " exercise, under the leadership of
the Rev. W. H. Allworth, proved very profitable.
Rev. Mr. Hall laid before the Association the claims
of our Home Missionary Society. Itwas subsequently
resolved by the Association to request that Mr Hall
be appointed to visit the churches of our.order in
England next autumn. for the purpose of creating a
deeper interest in our ~issionary work in Canada, and
of calling forth a greater practical sympathy with us
in the prosecution o1 our common work.

R. D. McGregor led a discussion on, *“Our College,
its Necessity, Power, and Claims.”

At the closing *‘Platform Meeting,” very interest-
ing and timely addresses were made by the pastor of
the church, and by Revs. W. H. Allworth, C. E. Gor-
don Smith, Geerge Fuller, and Miss Pinkerton, re-
turned missionary from Africa.

The next meeting will be at Wingham, in October.

- D. McGregor, Secretary.

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF B. N. 4.

The closing exercises of the forty-fifth session were
held in the lecture hall of Emmanuel Church, Mon-
treal, on the 9th inst. The attendance was large,
while the tone and spirit were unusually good.

The chair was occupied by George Hague, Esq.,
Chairman of the Board of Directors, and there were
presens, Revs. John Burton, Toronto ; D. McCallum,
St. Elmo ; J. G. Sanderson, Danville; P. K. Black,
‘Granby ; George Willett, Cowansville; John Wood,
Ottawe ; Drs. Stevenenson, Cornish and Wilkes, and
E. M. Hill, Montreal, and others.

After introductory devotional services, conducted
by Messrs. Black and Wood, the chairman made ap-
propriate remarks on the need and the work of the
college, and on the building in McTavish street, now
complete and ready for its furniture, which he hoped
churches and individuals in the country generally
would supply. The Principal, Dr. Stevenson, speak-
ing for the Faculty, gave a statement of the work done
during the session, and the results of the examinations
in regard to prizes. They were as follows:—The
Calvary Church silver medal for the best examination
on certain special subjects, A. W. Richardson, B.A.
The Robert Anderson exhibition of $50 for the best
examination on all the subjects of the session, third
year,A. W. Richardson, B.A. The same of 830, second
year, A. W. Gerrie. The same of $20, first year,
Howell Davies. Professor’s prize of books for best
plan of sermon, Homiletic Class, I. W. Pedley. Pro-

fessor's prize for best examination in Pastoral Theo-
logy, A. W. Richardson, B.A. The certifieate of the
college on completion of his five years’ course of study
was handed to Mr. Richardson by the Principal, and
the prizes were presented to the several parties by the
chairman.

An earnest and practical address was given to the
students by Rev. D. McCallum, of St. Elmo. They
were reminded of the solemn and momentous nature
of the work to which they looked forward, and of
their special need of Divine help, hence of the import-
ance of continuance in prayer. The address of the
Rev. J. Burton, of Toronto, was upon the Church and
College in their relations to tach other. It was very
able and thoughtfui. No sketch here could do it
justice. The Doxology and Benediction closed one of
the most happy and profitable meetings held for some
years.

Let it be noted that sixty dollars will furnish a
room for a student, and that it would be pleasant to
have them named after those who furnish them,
whether churches or individuals. There are at
present fifteen to furnish. Besides these, contribu-
tions are needed for other furniture required, such as
dining hall, etc., etc.

Montreal, April 14, 1884.

Since last acknowledgment the following subscrip-
tions have been received, viz. :(—
Maxville and St. Elmo Cong. Ch, additional .... § ¢ ;4

Garafraxa First “ e e 32 00
€ Douglas ‘¢ e e 10 o0
Lanark « e 40 30
Toronto Northern ‘“ e 100 00
Georgetown “ T T 60 00
Churchill ‘e i iiieeiee. 3 00
Montreal Emmanuel  *¢ e i e, 349 00
St. John, N.B. “ e e, 15 00
Wm, Anderson, Liverpool, U.S................. 20 €0
Capt. 4. Dunlop, Liverpool, U.S. .............. 5 00
Martintown—Island Cong. Ch. .............. 11 45
Ottawa o e iiiaee 30 00
Guelph ¢ e iieeaan <. 3815
Danville s i i, 37 00
Cowansville “ e ieeee 15 09
RBrigham € T TP 7 03
Rev. C. L. Ross, Margaree, U.S................. 1000
Henry Coz, Burford, Ont. ................ ee.. 1000
$795 66

All other receipts to date ................ 2,749 60
Total reeeiptBes...cvv i iieiannnn.. $3,545 26
Total payments 4,187 29
Excess of expensges over receipts.......... $642 03
Deduct balance on hand from last year .... 368 89
Balance dae treasurer .............. ... 8373 14

Several churches that usually contribute have as
yet sent us nothing for this session. Kindly remind
them that the year closes on the 31st of next month,
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and that it is very desirable they should not delay
their remittances any longer. R. C. JayiesoN.
.Hontreal April 17, 1884.

@)ﬂicxal L)otlces.
CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF ONTARIO
AND QUEBEC.

The annual meeting .. we Union will be held,
according to adjournment, in Emmanuel Chureh, in
the city of Montreal, commencing on Wednesday, June
4th, at half-past seven p.m., when the annual sermon
will be preached by Rev. William Wetherald, of St.
Catharines.

The churches are reminded of the collection for the
Union on the first Sabbath in June. It is hoped
these collections will be liberal. Last year ministers
and delegates were paid travelling fares in full ; but
in order to do so, a balance due on printing was left
unpaid. This year, let us pay all our bills, as well as
all travelling fares in full. A very important consider-
ation is that erery church should send a collection,
whether represented or not. If not sent by the hand
of delegates, let it be addrcssed to the undersigned,
at the place of meeting, in Montreal.

Arrangements are made with all the principal rail-
ways, for return tickets at one and one-third fares. A
reduction is also expected from the R. and O. Naviga-
tion Company. In every case, send names and
addresses of members and delegates, and the name of
the line by which you will reach Montreal, and receive
from me a certificate to be presented at your ticket
office at the beginning of your journey. Tickets good
to June 14, inclusive. The Grand Trunk Railway
(none others) extend the same privilege of reduced
fares to wives of ministers and delegates.

The Committee of the Union will meet in the vestry
of Emmanuel Church, on Wednesday afternoon, June
4th, at three o’clock. W. W. Smira,

Sec. Cong’l Union, 0. and Q.

Newmarket, Ont., April 18, 1884.

CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF ONTARIO
AND QUEBEC.

The local commuittee of arrangements desires to pro-
vide accommodation for all ministers and delegates who
are to attend the meetings of the Union, on the 4th of
June next and following days.

In order that this may be done properly, it is neces-
sary that the names of all who are cominggshall be
known to the committee, not later than 14th of May
next. The committee cannot undertake to be respon-
sible for discomfort that may occur to any who are not
reported in time.

Therefore, all ministers and church secretaries are
hereby respectfully requested to see that timely notice
is given to the undersigned, so that no inconvenience
may be caused to any of our friends.

J. M. M. Durr,
Chairman of Commattee,

118 Jwmes St., Montreal, April 10th 1834,

C.C M S

1. The annual meeting of the corporation of the
Canada Congregational Missionary Society will be held
in Emmanuel Church, Montreal, on Thursday, June
5th, at three p.m. Churches should appoint delegates
according to Article ITI. of the constitution.

2. The annual missionary meeting will be held in
the same place, on Thursday ovening, June 5th, at
eight o'clock. A collection will be made in behalf of
the society.

3. The General Committee will meet in the vestry
of Emmanuel Church, on Wednesday, June 4th, at
four o'clock p.m.

4. The Executive Committee will meet in the same
place on Tuesday, June 3rd, at ten o’clock a.m.

5. Churches requiring aid for the year 1884-5, must
send in their applications to the secretary on or before
the 5th of May. Printed forms may be had on appli-
cation.

6. Churches which have not sent their annual col-
lections to the treasurer will please do so as soon as
possible that they may appear in the annual statesment.
The accounts must be closed by the 15th of May.

SamueL N. JacksoxN, Secretary.

Kingston, 4pril 16th, 188},

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF B. N. A.

The Forty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Congrega-
tional College of B. N. A., will be held in Emmanuel
Church, Montreal, on Friday, June Gth, 1884, at half-
pest two p.m. GEo.cE CornisH, LL.D.,

Secretary Congregational College B. N. 4.

Montreal, April 12, 1884.

CONGREGATIONAL PUBLISHING CO.

The annual general meeting of the shareholders of
the above company will be held in Emmanuel Church,
Montreal, on Friday, June 6th, 1884, at five o’clock p.m.

Davip Higerns, Sec.-Treas.

FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The following sums are acknowledged : Northern
Church, Toronto, $25 ; collection at union service in
Northern Church, 815 ; Georgetown church Sunday
School, 811 ; Zion Church, Toronto, 840 ; Congrega-
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tional church, Franklin Centre, $14 ; Congregational
church Sunday school, Cuwansville, $6; Congrega-
tional church Sunday school, Humber Su nmit, $7.75 ;
First church, Kingston, £19.64 ; Mr. Ball, Hamilton,
85 ; Congregational church, Bethesda, 220 7 Congre-
gational church Rugby, 86; Congregational church
Listowel, $12; Congrevational church, Listowel
(Ladies’ Foreign Missionary Soctety), 310 ; Wingham

unday school, 85.  Total, §196.69.

Bro. Roserrson, Treusier,
Kingston, Ont., March 24, 1884.

CONTRIBUTIONS 10 CANADA CONGREGA-
TIONAL AIISSI()NARY SUCIETY.

Martintown, Ont.............. e 7 05
Vespra PPN 310
Speedside e e e, 1 50
Fergus e e e et 20 00
Forest et 21 25
Warwick, Ebenezer Church..oo.o oo vnue. ... 15 45
Georgetown Ont. ... ... i 12 00
Burford e e ittt i aaes 40 00
Scotland i et ieeereeanaaaann, 30 6O
Embro e e ittt e, 17 37
Warwick, Zion Chureb.........oov it 14 55
Shedden Onb. wevteiiie i e 9 95
Frome RPN 10 36
Waterville Que............coiiiiieinaa.. 30 00
Alton, (6412 . 12 30
NorthErin  * ..oooiii oo Lo, 7 40
Kingston, 1st Congregational Church ........ 161 25
Stouffville, Ont.... ...cceviiiieininnnn. .. 42 90
Unienville % il 6 00
Speedside LS I 42 00
Kingston, 1st Congregational Church, additional 4 49
Montreal, Emaauel Church.................. 81 50

i Calvary . .o.oeviiiiiii e, 41 25
(813 28 2 00
St. Elmo, Maxville ................. ...... 90 00
Martintown, additional ................. ... 2 00
Georgetown, Ont....o.ooo i ity 31 75
Ne\vm‘\rket e e e 21 46
Tanark PN 104 23
Humber Snunmit, Ladies’ Auxsiliary .......... 6 35
Pine Grove, Ont.. ... .. ... it hrE)
Guelph e et 11 54
St. Catbarines* ... ... .. ... ..o ...l 32 00
Barrie e e e, 25 00
Braniford e e 7210
Vespra e et e 19 00
Rugby e e e 31 00
Edgar e ittt it aaan 54 00
Belleville, sddltxonal ...................... 21 00

H. \ Barro.
Treasurer.

BervLEviLLE, Lapies’ Aip SocieTy.— Services in
connection with the above were held in the Congrega-
tional chuarch, on Sunday and Monday, April 6th and
8th. Sermons were preached on the Lord’s Day, in
the morning by the pastor, the Rev. W. Stacy, and in
the evening by the Rev. M. W. McLean, of St. And-
rew's Church. On Monday evening an excellent tea
was provided by the ladies of the congregation, and
was partaken of by about 120 persons, after which a
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most earnest religious meeting was held in the church.
We are glad to learn that this effort of the ladies in
connection therewith, will result in a substantial
addition of about fifty dollars to the funds. Special
services -were held in the Congregational church in
connection with Easter. On Good Friday a consecra-
tion mecting was largely attended by Christians of
several denominations. On Easter Sunday, the
pastor, Rev. Wm. Stacy, preached in the morning on
the ‘“Certainty of the Resurrection,” and in the
evening on the *‘ Power of the Resurrection,” showing
the bearing of this great event on the spiritual life of
Christians, on the resurrection of the body, and the
re-union of it with the soul for the c¢njoyment of
eternal life. Easter anthems and hymns were well
rendered by the choir and heartily jeined in by the
congregation.

I_ﬂterary motlces.

Carvivism. A lecture by Dr. W. Maclaren of Knox
College. This pamphlet of 28 pages is a revised form
of a lecture delivered at the opening of the sessien of
Knox College last fall. They who know the Professor
of Systematic Theology will not expect anything from
his pen but that which has been carefully thought cut
and tenaciously held. The lecture bears these marks,
is carefully thought out, and earnestly put ; is not an
argument but an exposition, and is deserving of atten-
tion as expressing the attitude to day of Thevlogical
teaching in the foremost school in Canada of thatchurch
i which has cver been distinguished for its adhesion to
i the system of theology known as Calvinism. Its main
" pusition may be brieily stated thus :  Calvinism stands
. related to other systems inclusively rather than an-
1 tagonistically, vpposing then chicly on the ground of
! their negations.  Thus, Deism asserts the existence of
- a personal Gud, and in this aflirms nothing peculiar to

. itself, all Christians, all Calvinists, holding the same.

i Tt is differentiated by its denial of dogmas held by
other and more advanced systems of theology. So of
Socinians.  Christ’s humanity is not held exclusively
by them, but His divinity, by themdenied, is also held
as the scale isascended. Inlike manner. Arminianism
is in its essentials differentiated from Calvinism not
by its positive elements, such as free will and grace.
botiz of which find a place in the Calvinistic systena,
but by its denial of other truths which centre around
the eternal purpose of God.  Inshort, the distinguish-
ing feature of Calvinism is its comprehensiveness, other
theistic systems, in their positive teachings, being more
or less fragmentary. We are freeto say that as an
exposition Dr. Maclaren has maintained well Lis posi-
tion. He docs not press it as an argument, as such it
might prove too much ; in an interview held some
time ago with the well-known Roman Catholic prelate
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of this city, his remark to the editor and his friends
was : ‘“ We Catholies believe the Bible as you do, oniy
we believe a great deal more.”
sentences of the lecture should at Ieast stay the tlippant
sneer so often indulged in at Calvinism : ¢ The system
which could satisfy such men as Augustine, Aquinas,

One of the closing ,

Anselm, Luther, Calvin, Cranmer, Jewell, Knox,
Bacon, Owen, Stowe, Pascal, Edwards, Cunningham, -

Hodge and Thomwell, and a multitude of others, who

have stood in the first rank of thinkers, must have in -

it an aflinity for minds of the widest range.” Dr
Maclaren is inclined to challenge Dr. Schalf’s statement
in his *‘Creeds of Christendom ” that Calvinism in mod-
ern tiires has liberalized its utterances. We suspect Dr.
Schaff, notwithstanding, is-undoubtedly correct. We
scarcely expect to hear even from a theological chair,
save at second hand, such a sentenece as this, which
finds its place in the “Institutes of Calvin,” Book I1I.
21:—14. “The refusal of the reprobate to obey the word
of God wren manifested to them, will be properly
ascribed to *he malice and depravity of their hearts,
provided it b2 at the same time added thai they were
adjudged to this depravity, because they were raised
up by the inscrutable judgment of God, to show forth
His glory by their condemnation.” And we question

_ imprisoned, and——“to be continued.”
- Wheel Stories,” by Louisa M. Alcott.
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St. NicnoLas tov comes with all the vigour and
freshuess of youth, continuing the series of papers on
‘¢ Historic Boys,” and beginning several new. We
may note ** The Scarlet Tanager,” by J. T. Trowbridge,
a serial story for boys. To give theboys a hint of the
peculiar interest of this story, it is only necessary to
say that the hero, a genuine boy, while hunting alone
for the scarlet tanager, loses his balance at the top of
a hollow tree and slides all the way to the ground
inside the trode of the tree, being thus most etfectually
* Spinning-
A popular

" series of stories run through the volume—a story

whether any commentator to deny would write as

good Elnathan Parr did on Rom. ix. 22 : ¢ We preach
merey ; if thou be a reprobate, it is not meant to
thee. e preach wrath ; if thou be an elect, thisis
not méant to thee. It may be when mercy is preach-
ing and pouring down, the reprobate looks after it,
and thinks to have it, but he deceives himself. When
a father is cutting bread among his children, their
little eyes are upon every piece thatis cut. It may be
also the dog stands by (reprobates may not grudge the
comparison, whose state is worse than the dog’s). The
doy, it may be stands by, and gapes for the bread, but
the father gives the bread to the children : he givesto
the dug also, but it is a cudgel or whip, and spurns
him feom him. So mercy is the children’s bread, it
hangs not for the reprobate’s tooth.”  Calvinism as a
system of essential truth may be scupes eadem, its
expositors however change. and its presentation to day
1s certainly in softer lines than it was even a halfa
century ago. This however obider. The lecture is
published by the Presbyterian Printing Ottice, Toronto.

Tue May CeNTURY comes with spring freshness and
life. Coming just as we goto press we but glanced
through it and saw beside the well knownserials ** Dr.
Sevier " and ** An Average Man " areminiscence of
the Salem of Nathanial Hawthern’s days : a valuable
contribution to the realizing of the marvellous stall ex-
hibited in the old Greek Pantheon the first of a series
of illustrated articles on modern artchitecture in
America. Theprotrait and a life of Chief Joseph, the
Nez. Rice, with numerous other interesting and in-~
structive papers on living topics.

B

; self,” by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps.

every month, and each story complete in itself.
“Young Artisans,” by Charles G. Leland.  The wide-
spread interest everywhere shown of late in the field
of Industrial and Decorative Art has induced the
editors to obtain for the young readers of S, Nicholas
special papers by Charles (. Leland, Director of the
Philadelphia Industrial Art School, on ** Brass-work,”
¢ Leather-work,” **Modelling,” and kindred subjects.
The first of these practical papers, ** Brass-work for
Boys and Girls,” printed in Sf. Nicholus for July,
1883, was one of the most popular magazine articles of
the year. The papers yet to be given are equally clear
and practical, and possess special interest as showing
how much can be accomplished by boys and girls in
artistic handicraft. 3r. Leland’s papers will give
added force to the article entitled * Supporiing Her-
A practical essay,

- to be welconed by all youny girls who are considering

the duty or necessity of earning their own lLiving.
Besides interesting papers of (General Information,
Science, History, Travel, and Adventure.

Mever ox RomMaxs (Funk and Wagnalls) has been
delivered to those who, taking advantage of their

* names being on the subscribers’ list of the Homeletic

Monthly, have engaged for the same at the marvellously
low price for whicl: it has been offered. Weare satis-
fied regarding the publications of this enterprising
house that their statement is undoubtedly true that
the bottom price has been reached in their ofier to the
public of cheap first-clags literature.  The Standard
Library keeps up its character, the last month's em-
phatically so. My Musical Memories,” by Rev. H. R.
Haweis, M A, a somewhat Broad but exceedingly
clever Anglican Churchman, is a beok for all who lov

music, or would cultivate a taste for it. The authors's
memories cluster about the * king of musical instru-
ments,” the violin, but are not limited to that one
Sheme.  Stradiverius, Paganini, Liszt, Wagner, come
in for a part of his attention. The performance of
¢ Parsifal,” at Beyreuth, is described somewhat at
length, in 2 most captivating manner. A chapter on
“ Old Vielins " shows the touch of a connoisseur, and
is written in an animated style that arouses and holds
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even the most languid reader. In fact, for a popular
work on music, it would be diflicult to name a book
eyual tu this.
mented by an infallible instinet as to what puints are
of interest to the greatest number of readers, and by
an easy conversationat style which engrosses one’s at-
tention before he is well aware of it.  The author's
enthusiasm is another point in his favour. He is full
of his subject, and his writing is evidently a labour of
love.

Tae Crew oF THE MazE axD THE Srare Hawr
Hovr is the last issue in this series, by Mr. C.
H. Spurgeon. The name of Spurgeon as an author
is abuut as goud a recommendation as a book can have
nowadays. If any other were nceded in this case, it
is found in the subject treated—modern unbelief, the
agnosticism of the day. He handles it without gloves,
and in that striking, homely way that carries convic-
tion to both heart and mind. Spurgeon’s illustrations
are something renowned on two continents. They
abound in all simplicity and force in this little work.
They reach all readers, learned and unlearned. The
best single phrase we know of to express the character
of the entire book is its  ‘ uncommon common-sense.”

Fnternational FZessons.
T Geens -
M} YICTORY OVER DEATH, (‘S

GoroeN TEXT.—‘Death is- Swallowed up in
Victory.”—vs. 54.

TimE.

PLACE.

Introduction.—This nobie chapter, which with the
chapter of the last lesson is deeply interwoven into the very
fabric of the Christian faith, should be carefully read that
the bearing of the argument in the former pait of the chap-
ter upon the portion containing our lessor may be thorough-
ly understood. In the first verses the apostie dwells upon
the fact oi Christ s tesurrection ; this he establishes by the

% See lesson 3, this quarter.— Faul’s Freaching.

testimony of all who wcre witnesses, himself last *‘2s one '

born out of due time.” If Christ be raised how then should

some prc.j.ch that there was no resurrection, if no resurrection
then Christ not raised, i Christ oot raised then preaching .

and faith altogether vain. Bat Christ being raised he is the
“ first fruits,” the earnest and assurance of the resurrection
of those who sleep in Him. Answering the question of one

objector in verse 33, he goes on to speak of the resurrection ;

body, and by several beautiful illustrations shews its char-
acter ; the same and yet not the same, identical and yet dis-

tinct, This is 2 corruptible bedy, that will be incorruptible ; .
a s This body needs .
food, sleep, aud res', is liable to disease and suffering ; that

this is a natural, that a spiritual body.

needing not the former, and free from the latter. Upon the
living 2nd upon the dead alike, will come a wonderful
change ; the flesh aud blood nature cannot enter into the
kin;dom of Leaven, such alone belongs to the spiritual body.
We know not what it is, thouzh we may know much of its
attributes ; we shall be hke Christ, for we shali see Him as
Ie is, and seceing shall be transtormed into His image.
Hcre we reach our lesson.
Notes and Comments.—Ver. 50.—* Flesh and
blood : " bodies such as we have here, ran in his present

The writer’s critical tastes are supple-

”»

condition. ** Cannot inherit : ” or pnssess, as in the right
of our relationship tu the ileavenly Father. *‘The King-
dom of Gol : " there are various uses of that phrase by our
Saviour and His apos'les, here it means the hnal, perfected,
glorified state of the saved, it is entirely spiritual, patural
in no part.  “ Corruption : "' the hody of this life. *“In-
cortuption : ” the life to come,

Ver. 51.—'* A mystery : " a trath kidden until now ; these
great truths of the resurrection had been made known by
the revelation of Jesus Christ, and until this Epistle much
was stll 1n darkness. ** We :lall not all sleep:” heis
speaking to Christiaps, they are the “we.” ‘‘Sleep:”
that beautiful idea of death on which the early Christians
loved so much to dwell, witness the inscriptious in the cata-
comb. *‘Changed:” as we must be trom the natural te
the spiritual, those who ‘“sleep” turough its agency, those
who are alive, suddenly, in a moment.

Ver. 52.—** A moment: " the smallest possible space of
time, repeated in another form that there may be no mis-
tcke oraoubt as to the fact. ** Last trump~—the trumpet : 7
this language is highly figurative, like that of Matt. 24 :
~29-31, and I Thess. 4 : 16; the trumpet was used for call-
' ing the people together, so God will summon the living and
the dead 10 meet the coming Lord ; so Psalm 50:45. ¢ Dead
—ipcorruptibie : 7 because corruption doth not inherit in-
corruption.  Ver, 50. If incorruptible then immeortal and
so fitted for their inheritacce. 1 Peter ¥ :3, 4. ‘“ We—
changei: ” this does not imply that he expected to be alive
at the coming of the Lord, Paul constantly identified him-
s21f with the brethren.

Ver. 53.—“ Must put on incorruption—immortality :
an absolute necessity or it caonot enter heaven ; the new
li‘e is put on. 2 Cor. § 2-4.

Ver. §4.—* The saying : ” by the prophet Isaiah, Chap.
1 25:8; yet the prophet did not know the fulness of the
i meaning of his own words ; spoken of God’s work for His
chosen people they had a larger and grander meaping in the
deliverance of the race from the thraldom of death. ** Swal-
low up:’’ completely lost in God’s victory over it.

Ver, 55.—* O death : ’ a free quotation trom Hos. 13:
14, death is addressed as a scorpion or serpent, conquered,
and its sting torn away, ‘O grave:” Rev. reads * death”
in both places and transposes the sentences; still the idea
is better expressed by the received version. Death has the
sting and gives to the grave, hades, the place of the depart-
ed, its victory, but the ransomed soul, raised in and by
Christ Jesue, can look upon both as conquered foes and
utter this sublime shout of victory, even before the final
deliverance by faith in the Saviour.

Ver. 56.—* Sting of deatir is sin: ” it is sin makes death
terrible, but for that it would be nought ; the ‘‘sting®
would no! have pierced us if we had pot taken the scorpion,
sin, to our basom. *‘Strength:’’ Rev. ‘‘power.” ¢ The
law :” bringing with it the consciousness of sin. Instead
of men being justifed by the law and made fit for God’s
presence it is their condemnation. ‘¢ By itis the knowledge
gf sin,” Romans 3 : 26, under the law sin reigns, Remans

114,

Ver. 57.—Notwithstanding that the law, and sin, and
death, and the grave were against us, God is for us, and the
victery is our., so thanks be unto Him. Before the final
\ victory come thc life victories of faith over temptation,
" doubts, unbelief, fears, all corquered “ through our Lord
' Jesus Chust.” by His death desiroying the power of death,

and by His resurrection givisg.us the assuraace of our resur-
rection and eternal life.
" Ver, 38.—Now comes the practical Iesson. * There-
- fore : " because of all these truths. ¢ Steadfast:” firm in
© the faith of the Christ throngh whom you have this hope.
“¢“Immovable:” not to be moved from liim by all the
powers of sin and hell ; or, do not move away yourselves,

»
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backslide from the faith, nor be led away by others. Ver.
12. “Work of the Lord : ™ the work He gives us to do,
working for Him; in a word, the Churistians life, with
ali its duties active and passive. ** Not in vain: " those
who denied the resurrection make it vaio. ‘¢ In the
Lord : " Jesus for and with Him, blessed assurance of the
certainty of our faith.

. HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Prefatory.—You have to teach one of the sublimest
truths of the Christian faith, the resurrection of the dead,
from a chapter that has been read, or portions of it, over
thousands and thousands of graves, and that has brought
comfcrt to myriads of hearts which have learned here not
to sorrow as thosc without hope, and listening to these
blessed truths have been filled with the light and peace
which comes from beyond the grave. Teach mainly the
truth, do not open up any deep questions about the resur-
rection which you cannot answer, aad which if you could
would be profitless. Impress the fact, show its soarce, and
bring out the lessons which are conveyed.

Topical Analysis.—(1) The corruptible cannot enter |

heaven, 50.
ible, 51-56.
(4) The duties these truths teach, aed the comfort they
bring, 58.

The first topic is a truth everywhere taught, fesh and
blood cannut enter the kingdom uf heaven ; show why,—
it is mortal, everything there is immortal; it is sinful,
heaven is pure and sialess ; it is subjéct to sarrow, to doubts
and fears, there sorrow and sighing flee away, there is per-
fect, unwaveriog and eternal trusi. An heir must have
some adaptation to his inheritance.
cay, how then could they te the heirs of that which never

decays; flesh and blood could not take possession of the !

heavenly inheritance if only for a moment ; the senses and
powers which are fit for this world are not fit for that.
“ This corruptible must put on incorruption.”

Oa the secorzd topic show that this is the *“ Victory over

Death,” which is assured to the Christian, that the very '

triumph, apparently, of moriality upon man shall be but the
rising up to trample on that mortality for ever and for ever ;
by death to triumph over the power of death. This is the
especial docirine of the Christian faith ; life and immortal-

ity were brought to light by the Gospel, the ancieuts with
all their wisdom 2ad all their philasophy could ouly hope '

for a future life, but so little did they have the thought of
4 resurrection, that when Paul on Mars Hiil spoke to the
assembied wisdem of Athens, when hespake of the resur-

reciion of the dead some mocked. That this is possible we

have the testimony of God Himself. Iie who was able to
make at first can call back agamn from * sleep ” those who
are 1n Jesus.  (Remember this lesson has only referenc: to
believers.) That He will do so, we have the assurance of
His Word. How sweet the assurance, how firm the con-
fidence ! Point out that the further we get from sin now,
the closer we keen to God and to His commandments ; the
more diligen:ly we obey His Wurd, the mose fitted we are
becoming for that heavealy state.
walking in the light, we shall enter into the eternal light of
God’s presence and feel that we are at home with H.m.

Oa the tiird topic : the source of this mighty change is
** through our Lord Jesus Christ,” becanse Chris: died we
shall live, as mar and for man He bore the penalty of our
transgression.  He redeemed us from the curse of death
being made accursed for us; the power of death to sting
lies in our guilt and sinfuloess, but Jesus Christ has become
the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believ-

eth. His victory over sin and death, the earliest promise |

to sinful man, was completed on Calvary ; assured by His
resurrection, and the fruits will be manifested when He

shal! come in His glory, and bring with Him those who

(2) The cotrupuble shall be raised incorrupt- i
(3) The souice of :this mighty change, 57. :

Flesh and bloed de- |

** Children of the light 7
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' sleep in Bim. There may“a Le veil over the grave still, but
the thick black cloud has passed away, and we can almost
see the way and hear the music that is beyond the grave.
Christ is the * first fruits,” the earnest of the harvest, and
there shall be a glorious ingathering in due season. Thaoks
I be unto God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Little need be said on the fourtk topic which is the prac-
{ tical outcome of all. The labour of the Christian is not in
vain, no, no ! Every soul rescued from sin is rescued to
eternal life, added to the Kingdom of God, made happy for
i eternity,  All earthly labour, however necessary it may be,
| passeth away, but spiritual labour—its results abide forever.
¢Steadfast : 7 not drifting away, Heb. 2:1. REV. ‘‘Im-
movable : " fixed upon the rock Christ Jesus, while all the
storms of temptation burst over in vain. ** Always abound-
! ing ” grudging no labour, no service for Christ, running
over with an earnest desire to bless and be a blessing.
Teacher, this is for you: If every Sunday school teacher
was ‘‘always abounding,” what a mighty work would be
wrought in our schools.
INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS.

Christ’s resurrection the seal of His work.

To see that we are liviog here the begianing of the eter-
' nal life.

With such a hope to thipk little of the vexations and dis-

" couragements of life.
. The victory over Death only to be accomplished, as
i Christ’s, by death.

But in it Death will be destroyed, and entrance obtained
to eternal life.

To make a right use of his glorious hope, pressing on-
! ward, leading others.
The resurrection of Christ and His people.
' Jesus rose from the dead.—Ac!s ¥ : 3; Rom. 6 :4; Eph.

1:20;2 Tim. 2: 8.
; _ Because He rose and lives His people shall rise also,~—
jJobn 14 :2-3; Rom.6:5; 1 Cor. 6:14; 2 Cor. 13:4;
1 Thess, 4:14; Rev. 20-6.

LESSON 7.
May18,)

%> THE UPROAR AT EPHESUS. {

GOLDEN TEXT.—** Why do the heathen rage and
the peopie imagine a vain thing ? ”’—Psa. 2: 1.
TiMe, —A.D. 57.
PLACE.—Ephesus. See Lesson 2, April 13*h.
Introduction. —We take up the narrative of Paul’s
“ labours from Lesson 2 of this quarter, without any break in
the narration. The wonderful miracles wrought by Paul,
the attempt of some strolling Jewish impostors to imitate
thos= miracles, and the miserable result, with the mighty
power of the Gospel received into the hearts as manifested
in the burning of the magical bocks, were all considered
there. Here we have an incidest which is placed towards
the close of Paul's three years’ ministry at Ephesus, which
has this distinction, that except the uproar at Philippi on
acccunt of the Pythoness damsel, it is the only instance of
persecution arising from Gentiles ; and persecutions were as
' numerous at the places where he preached. The attacks were
from the Jews. Here and at Philippi 1t was the loss of gain
that moved the rioters ; the masters of the damsel delivered
from Satan saw that their hope of gain was gone, and
Demetrius called tcgether his craft because the source of
their wealth was being destroyed by the pieaching of Paul,
Notes and Comments.—Vers. 23, 24.—‘ Some-
time:” when planning a fresh journey (sce Lesson 2).
** That way,” REV. ‘“the way:” of Christ. (See Ch. 9:2;
16-17, etc.) ¢ Silver shrines for Diana:” small models of
the temple containing an image of the goddess. Piigrims

Acts 10; 23
41. 207 1-2.
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to Ephesus carry these away with them as a memento of
their visit, and used them for charms. In Roman Catholic
countries like representations of the Virgin, of Loretto and
elsewhere are in great demand. ‘‘Demetrius : ' Demasisa
contraction of this name; both loved the world, ‘No,
small gain,” REV. ‘‘po little business.” !

Vers, 25, 26, 27.—Whoever this Demetrius he was a
finished demagegue, He knew how to work upon the sor-
did nature of his fellows. * By this craft : " his first fact, :
the great gain this traffic yielded to them. *‘ Paul hath per-
suaded—they be no gods that are made with hands "—-second
fact, and a testimony to the mighty power and success of
Paul’s preaching. It was not only at Ephesus, but ¢ almost
throughout all Asia.”” This was made evident by the falling
off in their trade ; the visitors to Ephesus no longer bought .
silver shrines to carry back to their homes as worshippers of
Diana. Now for the results—first and most important,
““our craft is in danger,” or as Rev. ‘*‘our trade.” Self-
interest was appealed to first as most potent. " Butalso—the !
tempie—despised : " he had secured their support by an ap- .
peal to sordid motives, and he is sure that as religion goes .
the same way, this second reason will not be without force.
Some men can be mightily religious when it is to their
profit.  Self first, religion second, atthough, as Demetrius, .
they would hypocritically represent the latter as the more
importaat..

Ver. 28.—‘ Wrath : " at their endangered craft. ‘¢ Great
is Diana : "’ and yet we say *‘ the voice of the people is the !
voice of God.” On the contrary it is rarely so, «ven when it
is the voice of God's people, for it is the speech of kuman
imperfection and ignorance. .

Ver 29.—But the cry answered its purpose, it aroused tne
fanatical passions of the mob. The cry ran, as all such :
cries are sure to do, through the city. ¢¢Gaius:” a man of :
Macedonia, so not the Gaius of Derbe. (Ch. 20:4.) Nor
the Gaius of Corinth, one of the few whom Paul himself .
baptized. (1 Cor.1: 14.) Nor the Gaius to whom John !
wrote his third epistle. Beyend the mention here he is un- !
koown to us. ‘‘ Aristarchus :” when he joined Paul we :
are not informed, but he appears to have continued with
the apostle to the time of his appearance before Nero.
 The theatre : " which in Greek cities was often used for
great assemblies, and particularly for popular assemblies. ,
The theatre at Ephesus was excavated out of a rock, was
open to the sky, and said to hold 15,000 spectators.

Vers. 30, 31.—Paul, hearing of the sufferings of his ,
iriends, would have joined them in the theatre and faced
the infuriated mob—an act of supreme ‘heroism ; but the
disciples, knowing the extreme danger to which he would
be exposed, *‘suffered him not.” ~** Of the chief” (Rev.
inserts ** officers ') of Asia: lit,, the Asiarchs, the elected
deputies, always the richest and most distinguished men in
the towr: ; they had the oversight of the religious festivals |
and buildings, and were required to celebrate the public
games in honour of the goddess at their own expense. It
speaks volumes for the influence Paul had obtained in
Ephesus that these men “ were his friends,” and they proved
it. They ‘ sent unto him desiring him,” or more strongly,
as REV., ‘“besought him ” not to go into the theatre. Like
the disciples they knew the temper of 2 lawless mob.

Ver. 32.—A vivid picture of a tumultuous mob gathering. °
Some cried one thing and some another, there-was great '
confusion, as is always the case in such gatherings.
‘“ The more part knew not wherefore they were come to-
gether.”

Vers. 33, 34.—* They drew Alzxander :" probably the
Alexander of 2 Tim. 4 : 14. If so he was ap enemy to the
apostle, and put forward by the Jews, who were known to ,
be haters of idols, with the intention of throwing the blame |
of the uproar from themselves upon the Christians.  * Beck- '
oved : ” to claim a'tention, so Paul. (Ch. 21:40.) His|

; sibly the judges selected for the trial of causes.

. for the transaction of business.

"little as he cared for his own.

. Macedoris,” by way of Troas (2 Cor. 2:
; sailing from Ephesus to Troas.

attempl was useless ; he was recognized and the cry went
round that he was a Jew, adding fuel to the flame of th.i:
fanaticism.  * Great is Diana - ”’ this two hcurs shout, no
only a declaration of their attachment to the worship of
Diana, but an act of worship- Vain repetitions were, anc
are, characteristic of idol worship. (Matt. 6: 7.)

Vers. 35, 36.—‘“ Town clerk : " the officer who had the
care of the archives of the city. It was his duty to draw u}
the cflicial decrees, read them to the people. and preside a*
public meetings. ‘ Appeased,”” Rzv. **.uieted.” ' lle
said : 7 his speech is a model of tact. * Worshipper,” REv.
‘“‘temple keeper,” or perhaps ‘‘ temple sweeper,” as if he
said that it was a great honour for Ephesus to be permitted
to do the most servile work for so great a goddess. *‘Fell
down from Jupiter : " the father of the gods. The same
belief was held concerning Artemis in Tauria, and Pallas ic
Athens, ‘‘Spoken against:” disputed. * Quiet:” treat
all suggestions to the contrarv with quiet contempt.

Vers. 37, 38.—¢ These men:” Aristarchus and Gaius.
‘¢ Neither robbers : ” guilty of no crime against Diana or her
temple. ¢ If Demetrius:” if it were a private matter, if

, Demetrius and his companions had beer wronged, then

there was a proper, legal way to proceed. *‘ The law (REV.
‘“the courts ") is open.” ** Deputies:” or pro-consuls,f;;os-
“Tro-

plead:” accuse. The language would imply that the courts

© were then sitting.

Vers. 39, 40, 41.—'* Other matters:” of a public charac-
ter. *‘ Lawful,” REV. ‘“ repular assembly : " in Greek cities
an assembly of the people was held at stated intervals
““Danpger:” from the
Roman government, which would not allow of any rintous
outbreak, and might ask an account of such proceed-
ings. *“No cause:” good, legal cause. ‘‘Concourse:"
which looked like an insurrection ; a2 mild word wisely used.
* Dismissed: " the crowd was awed into silent obedience.
A resumption of the uproar might lead to the imprisonment
and death of those who were the leaders.

Chap. 20: 1, 2.—*“After the uproar :”’ Paul was leaving
Ephesus; but his departure was probably;hastened by this.
He would pot risk a second time the safety of his friends,
Having assured himself that
the present danger was passed, ‘“he departed to go inic
12-16) ; likely
*“Greece :” the Roman
provinee of Achaia, the capital of which was Corinth.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Prefatory.—The selected portion for this lesson is long.
We have given a brief exposition of it all, but you cannot

. teach all properly. There is always the danger in trying tc
, teach t0o0 much that the scholars learn nothing; better to

get one truth into their minds than to try to get a dozzn
and fail ie all. Turn to Lesson 2 of this quarter, which
this follows in order—see there the effect of the Gospel upon
those who received it—they destroyed, 1z the most public
manner, the ewil instruments of their former wickedress.
Here we have the exact opposite. Demetrius and his craft
did not receive the Gospel ; rather. they hated it because it

. interfered with their unlawful gains, and would have de-

stroyed the men who preached Christ Jesus. You may
teach, therefore, somewhat thus :(—
SOME EFFECTS OF THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL.--

(1) 7¢ interferes with wicked gains. No man can be a fol-

: lower of Jesus and practise 2 calling which is injurious to

the bodily or spiritual well-being of his fellow men. The

- two things are in deadly opposition ; one or the other must

go. (2) 1t rouses the opposition of those who live by wicked
gains. Right away down from the apostolic age this has
been true. Demetrius and his fellows have never been
without successors. Tetzel and his indulgences was but a
reproduction of Demetrius ; and the tavern keepers who, 2
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hundred and fifty years ago, abused, ill-treated and would
have murdered Whitficld, Wesley and their fellow-labouters,
were worthy imitators, So to-day, when the Gospel touches
men’s pockets it provokes the most bitter opposition ; but,
(3) The opposition to the Gospel is often of the miost ignorant
character.  The crowd in that Ephesian theatre, part crying
one thing and part another, the most of whom *‘ knew not
wherefore they were come together,” was a typical crowd,
for to-day, as then, profound ignorance of the truth charac-
terises the bulk of those who are opposed to it. No one
can mix with unbelievers, and hear their 2asons for reject-
ing the Gospel, without beicg struck by this; they know
not its facts, its principles or teachings. See that your
scholars “ know the truth.” There are other points which
may be dwelt upon, such as ke noble spirit mantfeseed by
Paul when he found that his friends and compamous had
been [carried into the theatre, he, heedless of all personal
danger, would have followed, in that true spirit of self-sacri-
fice of which his Divine Master had see so glorious an ex-
ample. Such is ever the effect of the gospel in the hearts of
those who truly receive it.

Yet fagain, note how God wuses even unbelievers to be a
shield and defence to his servants. The Asiarchs and the
town clerk were not Christians. The latter contemptuously
dismissed all idea of doubt as to the certainty of the miracu-
lous.character of this image of Diana. Yet these men were
the instruments in God’s hands for protecting Paul from the
fury of the mob and preservicg his life. God can make the
wrath of man to preise Him in the safety of His servants.

1t would not be right to omit pointing out that while the
temple of Diana with all its magnificence, and Ephesus
itself, the great city, have perished, the Gospely preached
by those poor persecuted men, has gone from victory to vic-
tory, and is the very life of all civilized nations to-day ; the
grand factor in the elevation and blessing of the race.

INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS.

Worldly devotion to calling a lesson to Christians; we
have our * calling.”

Every craft is in dapger which ministers to superstition
and sin,

Heaven’s gifts of genius and ability are often perverted to
the service of Satan.

Where the Gospel enters it turns men from vain follies.

Opposition to the Gospel is often unreasoning and ignor-
ant,

Satan can disguise himself as an angel of light—here cov-
ctousness wears the garb of religion.

The sincere, honest teacher of the truth will command
respect even from many who do not accept :his teachings.
Prov. 16: 7.

Main Lesson.—Truth and error, the conflict of ages :

still going on; the Gospel will finally triumph over all
opposition. Illustrations on almost every page of the Bible.
—Gen. 3:1-5; Luke 12: 49-53; Rom. 8:7; James 4:4;
Rev. 12: 7-12.

LESSON 8,

LIBERAL GIVIKC. {01

GoLpex Text.—“ God Loveth a Cheerful Giver.”

Tiye.—The Summer of A.D. 57, not long after the up-
roar of Ephesus ; the subject of our last lesson.

Prace.—Some think that this epistle was written from

May :5,}
1884.

Thilippi, others think from Thessalonica, it was from one :

of the cities of Macedonia.

Introduction.—After the uproar of the lasf lesson
we find that Paul sailed to Troas, there he expected to meet
Titus who had been to Corinth, and to bear from him tidings

of the Church, especially as to the effect of Paul’s first letter. |
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|
. Titns did not meet him there, however, se the apostle
, proceeded to Macedonia, where Titns joined him. The
intelligence from Corinth was, on the whole, satisfactory;
 the Church lad purged itself of the grosser evils which
| bad called for the hrst epistle : there was still, however,
' the existence of a bad feeling toward Limself, showing
| itself in yot more direct attacks on his authority as an
; apostle. Hence, this second epistle. In it Paul strongly
I asserts and defends his claims as an apostle of Christ,
| Other matters, of course, are discussed, prominent
| among them is the case of the poor saints in Judes,
1 for whom he urges liberal aid.
{ A word may not be out of place with reference to the
1poverty of the Church at Jerusalem; notwithstanding
what some have said, as to the babit of Jews abroad
contributing to their brethren in Palastine as & sort of
ackrowledgment of brotherhood and that this practice
! was kept up by the Christians; putting aside for the
| moment, the fact that ithe contributions were largely
from Gentiles, not ifrom Jews, we yet cannot doubt that
‘ the Jerusalere Church was, from some cause, exce, tions
| ally poor. May not one cause have been that grand but
mistaken outbreak of Christian communism narrated in
Acts 4 : 34-37, 2 All property was sold and means of sup-
| port cut off ; in the natural order of things poverty would
Ifollow. Be the cause or causes what they may, there
are too many allusions to doubt the fact, see Acts 11:
l 28; Gal 2:10; 1 Cor. 16: 1; to ‘‘remember the poor”
j Paul ‘““was forward to do,” and there is no doubt that
not at Corinth alone, but throughout all the Gentile
chlurehes he sought contributions for the distress at Jeru-
salem.
| Notesaad Comments —Ver. 1:* To write: ”for the
| reason of next ver., and also because Titus and others
{ were going for the purpose of carrying on the work.

Ver. 2. *The forwardness,” readiness. ‘‘ Macedonia :"
Paul was writing from one of its cities “a year ago :”
through his former exhortation. 1 Cor. 16: 1-3. “Pro-
voked : " stimulated to like generosity. Heb. 10: 24.

Ver. 5. 4. Was there a latent misgiving in Paul’s ~
mingd as to the Corinthians? ¢ The brethren : ™ see chap.
! 8:16-24. Titus certain, Luke, Erastus, most likely.
t *¢Lest our boasting in vain: ™ lest their first enthusiasm
. should bave died out and his boasting thereon be worse
; than fraitless. * If Macedonia come with me: " as they
. might do; bearing the collection of the Churches to

Jerusalem. ¢* We-—ashamed:” bow delicately, yet how
| powerfully does the apostle put the matier. He speaks
i of his own shame that he may indicate their greater sname,
- if, when the Macedonians come, the Coriunthians of whose
' forwardness he had boasted, and with it stimuiated
* others, should be found to have done nothing.

Ver. 5. * Necessary : " if by any possibility they were
! backward. “Exhort,” or intreat, those who were his
i messengers, that they should hurry forward the contri-
butions before he himself arrived. * Bounty:” as the
Hebrew word is used for both word and deed, so the

Greek. Josh. 15: 19; Sept. ‘‘Covetousness:” Rev,
i «“ Exvortion : * the idea is, let your giving flow freely
I forth as a rich blessing, and not be wrung from you
, unwillingly and grudgingly.
Ver. 6. < Soweth:”

6. an dlustration of which the
apostle is fond (1 Cor. 9:11: 15:36, 37; Gal 6:
7-8), a certain, unchangeable, natural law applied to
spiritual shings, scant sowing, seant reaping, bountiful
sowing, bountiful reaping.

i Ver. 7. ¢ Ashe purposeth in his heart: ” not because
{ others do and he must; not because, an impassicned
; appeal has been made, noxr because his sympathies have
: been aroused; but because of a free, chosen purpose.
I «¢ Not grudgingly : ”* lit., sorrowfully, at beingjcompelled to
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give “of necessity,” because he cannit well refase,
“ God loveth,” one like Himself: Jas. 1: 5 by analogy he
does not love the grudging giver,

Ver. 8. The apostle now states one of the fruits of
this cheerful giving. *‘ Able to make all grace abound :”’
earthly and heaveuly blessings, therefore fear not liberal
giving ; grace is to abound, not only sufficient, but super-
abundant. Notice the word “ all,” all grace, all suffi-
cienoy, all things, every (same word in original) thing.

Ver, 9. * Written : ”* Psa. 112: 9, *¢ Disperse : ” REv,,
“ Scattered: ' as one who casts abroad his seed with
a liberal hand, not carcful as to where every grain shall
fall. ¢ His righteousness:” the manifestation of if in
his acts. ‘* Remaineth : ”” unexhausted, unfading, contin-
ual.

Ver. 10. ‘‘Now He that ministereth :  rather, ¢ But
He that supplieth seed:" the meaning is very plein,
He that in the natural world giveth seed to sow will
miltiply the seed, the gifts you sow; and the fruits, the
results, shall be increased ; blessing to others, and re-
ward to yourselves.

Ver. 11. The apostle now tells them why riches were
bestownd, it was, “ to all bountifulness: ** Rev. ** liberally:”
that they might bless and be a blessing. * Coraeth
through us ;> he and bis companions were the occa-
sion of this liberality. ¢ Thanksgiving : >’ that from the
poor at Jerusalem, to whom this blessing would go,
thanksgiving, would arise to God; so their large-heart-
edness would swell the volume of praize going up to
heaven.

Ver, 12. The general truth of which the particular
application had been made in the preceding verse is
given here. The lpeculiar word rendered * Service”
always refers in N, T. to the services of religion, so that
wo get the idea, that liberality to the saints is an act of
worship.

Ver. 13.14. Rev. reads *‘ Sesing ihat through the
proving of you by this ministration,” etc.: this makes
- ths meaning clearer. It proves that your Christian pro-
fession is genuine, and not only do thanksgivings arise
to God for the help you afford, but He is glorified for
the word ia your hearts. Yet further, their prayers go
up for ysu, and they will long to see you, the (entiles
in whose hearts God had wrought such love and brother-
hood towards them ; the exceeding grace of God in
you ; the grace that has so filled your heart with liberal
thinga, R

Ver, 15. * Thanks—unspeakable gift :” to what is
Paul alluding? Doubtless as we think to God's gift of
His Son, no gift short of that could demand such a
phrase, and the train of thought may have been from the
gifts of which he had been speaking to that greatest
and best gift of all, or, Paul may have thought that
this gift was the originator and precursor of every other gift,
becausegman bad this God’s gift, his heart was opened
to give to others.

) HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Prefatory.—Don't think because this relates to giv-
ing and is addressed to mature Christians that you can-
rot teach it with benefit to the youngest scholars, it is
of the highest importance to get into their minds the
principles of Christian large-heartedness, your lesson may
be the seed of a noble, helpful life.

Topical Analysis.—(1) Christian liberality, The
Duty. (2) Christian liberality, what shounld characterize
it. (3) Curistian liberality, the blessings which attend
it.

On the first topic, the duty arises from our relation to
the Lord Jesus Christ ard all who are His. Christians
are not their own; they, and all that they possess balong to

’he Master ; they are bought with a price ; they are the

servants of Him who bought them, and to Him them-
solves and all they have belong. God in Christ has
given the highest Example of beneficence. He spared not
His only Son, but freely gave Him up for us all,
how mighty the call, therefore, to imitate Him, to be
perfoot as our Father which is in Heaven is perfeot.
It is the Spirit of the Gospel of Jesus, that Spirit of
Love which we considered in lesson 5 of this gquarter, it
is insisted upon in many other parts of the New Testa-
ment, James and Jobn teaching, even as Paul, that
there can be no real Christianity in the life where the
manifestation of love is wanting. It is a safeguard
against selfishness, covetousness and suchlike unworthy,
unchristian failings; he whose heart and hand are open,
who is ready to minister, so far as he is able, to the
sufferings and need of all, the brethren. The Spirit of
the world is esseutially & spirit of selfish gain; tuis can
only be met by the spirit of*Christian liberality.

On the second topic, the apostle here shows us that
it should be prompt. Whenever the need is, then is
the time for its existence. * He gives twice who gives
without delay.” The very kernel of the blessing of liberality
is often its promptness. It should be hearty, *not
grudgingly,” all the beauty of some gifts is lost by the
grudging manner in which they are given, not with a
free will, but ‘* of necessity,”” because the giver cannot
help himself; let not such & giver think that he shall
receive a blessing from God. He should be ljberal, as
a3 God prospers ; what would be a lurge and truly liberal
sum for one man would be but a small gift from ano-
ther. Lvery ore should learn to give, asto do every-
thing else, £s in the sight of God. He knows our ability
and measures our gifts by that. It should be jree
from vain show. Itisto be feared that some giving is
tainted with this evil ; giving, large giving is done to
emulate others, cr becavse pride will not aliow the
giver to appear less liberal than others ; all such giv-
ing is as wide as the pole from Christian liberality and is
an offence to Him who knows the heart.

On the third topic we may say that many blessings
follow this Christian duty, blessings which are wider
in their reach sometimes than we have any concep-
tion of. It blesses the giver coming back to him in 2
tlood of love; the love of God for whom he has done the
act ; the love of those whom He has helped; turn to
the beautiful picture of Dorca: when Peter first saw her,
dead it is true, but surrounded by those for whom she
had laboured, showing amid their weeping the evidences
of the liberality of their friend: it is twice blessea, for
it blesses the receiver also. How many hearts have been
cheered, how many tears wiped awsay, how many a life
saved by the timely aid of a large hearted soul; Lope
has beenrevived, faith has been strengthened, and the cloud
that has hid the Divine Father has been found to have
a silver lining. The story of such blessings can only be
told in Heaven.

Supplementary.—There in one especial blessing for
which we should urge the liberality of our scholars, that
we may send the gospel to those in darkness; this is the
highest gift of God, we shoald strive to make it known.
Rom. 10: 13-17,

INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS,

‘We need not want opportunity of doing good.

We should think as much of giving as receiving.

Blegin early, no habit formed will bring such comfort
s this.

We honour God by imitating His love.

Give for the sake of Him who gave Himself for us.

Everything we have is from God, let us give of His to
His people.
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Give that you may be like Him and accounted worthy

to receive Hig commendation at tho last, Matt. 25 : 34-45.

b’I'he Main Lesson is ‘* Christian liberality *’ as treated
above

LESSON Q.
June s, .

wen CHRISTIAN LIBERTY.  {caty: cis

GoLpEN TexT.—‘‘Stand fast therefors in the
liberty wherewith Christ has made you free.”—
Gal 5: I.

TiyME.—Written late in A.D. 57, or early in 58.

Prace.—The place of writing cannot be exactly fixed.
Some have supposed at the close of the apostles stay at
Ephesus ; others on the voyage from Macedonia to Corinth ;
others, at Corinth.

INTRODUCTION.—The Galatians were descendants of one
branch of the great Celtic migration, which in the third
century, before Christ swept eastwards into Greece, and
eventually settled in parts of Asia Minor. A restless and
warlike race, when they were not engaged making excur-
sions in the territory of their neighbours on their own ac-
count, they were ready to fight for any prince or peaple that
would pay for eirservices. Galationsare recorded to have
served in the bod'y guard of Herod the Great. There were
numerous Jewish settlers in Galatia, but the inkabitants
were mainly Gen.iles, and in their treatment of the
Gospel message exh’bited the characteristic instability of
their race. They reaa:ly accepted the preaching of Paul and
became converts of Ch.istianity, but with almost equal
readiness they seem to hav> histened to the efforts of the
Jews who dwelt amongst them, <nd who would have made
their faith little better than a degraded Judaism. To
counteract these hostile, perverting influences, and to keep
the Galatians true to the Guspe!, and Gospel liberty, this
epistle was written. The epistle stands closely connected
with that to the Romans, both with respect to topics and
phraseology. Taken together these epistles present a full
exposition of Ckristianity as God’s way of Salvation, and
especially of the relations which the Law bears to the Gospel
ir that way.

NOTES AND COMMENTS,—Ver., I. * Theheir : ” repeated
from the last verse of the preceding chapter, and should be
read in connection, here those who can claim the blessing
God has promised. ‘‘ A child:” like an infant, ove under full
age, a minor; with us 2 young man is “ of age ” at twenty-
one, with the Romans it was at fourtcen or seventeen.
‘“ Differeth nothing :” as to the right of controlling his own
actions, he may have the right to a property, and even if
the father be dead, it may be in his possession, but he can-
not legally assert his ownership ; if still a child he is under
guardians, and by them controlled.

Ver. 2. * Tutors—governors,” REV., * guardians and
stewards : " his affairs are managed for him, not 4y him.
* Time appointed:” by the heir’s fasher, The idea is that
the father has fised 2 time. for his son to be of full age,
and until that time has put him under guardiaos.

Ver. 3, “We:" reference especially to the Jews. “* Were

children:  the Jewish economy was astate of religious child- |

ood, the Christian of full spiritual manhood. “In bondage
under the elements ” (REV. *“radiments ”) ** of the world:”
that is we had to learn the rudiments, the alphabet of our
faith, just as instruction is given in the world by signs and
pictures.

Vers. 4, 5.—*‘ Fulaess of time :” the *‘ time zppointed ”
of ver. 2 ; the time which God had fixed upon n His infi-
nite wisdom. Speaking from a human standpoint, it would
appear as if the time was indeed the *‘ fulness of time ” for
the Gospel ; events had made the people much more dis-

posed to receive the Gospel, while seventy years later the
Jewish pation was scattered, never to be re-consolidated as
a nation. * His Son—made” (Rev. ‘“born") “of a
woman : "’ the twofold nature of Jesus, Son of God, and Son
of man. Emphatically £%s own Soz, not as in verse §5:
those who are sons by adoption ** Under the law.” Chnist
was subject to the law, moral and ceremonial : as our repre-
sentative, He was under all its obligations, perfect in His
observance Himself, yet, for the violation of it by mankind,
in whose stead He appeared, He had to suffer its penalties,
* Redeem : " from the slavery and curses of the law to the
liberty of the adoption. *‘ Might receive : ”’ enter upon our
inheritance as the sons of God, being adopted by Him.
Thus those who are enemies of God may by believing on
the Lord Jesus Christ become the children of God, and if
* Children then heirs.” Rom. 8: 14-17.

Vers. 6, 7. “‘Because sons:” the indwelling of the
Spirit follows the adoption into God’s family, and the Spirit
gives an assurance of sonship, so that we cry * Abba
Father.” We get the universality of the blessing here, for
Jew and Gentile ; the Hebrew says : ** Abba,” the Greek :
‘“ Father.,” So these Galatian Gentiles had the proof in
themselves that they were the sons of God. . * Servant:"”
REY, “ Bond-servant:” in bondage to the law, *-An
heir ;" REV., ‘‘through God :” which more correctly con-
tinues the idea of verses 2, 4, 6, that the gift and the bless-
ing are from the Father. .

Ver. 9, Having set forth the privileges given them
through God’s grace, the apostle now, in vigzrous language,
contrasts that into which they were willing to be led.
““ Weak and beggarly elements :” Rev., ** Rudiments :” so
called because of the elementary character of the Jewish
dispensation, with its types and shacows of something higher,
as if a scholar should desire to go b.~k again to the alpha-
bet and pictures of his childhood. Weak :” because they
are utterly unable to do for man what his nature cries cut for.
“ Beggarly :” as opposed to the riches of the inheritance
which God has given.

Ver. 10. *“Dav=:" as the Jewish Sabbath and festival
davs of the year. *‘ Months:” feasts of the new moon.
s Times :" the festivals recurring at longer intervals than a
month, as Tabernacles, Pentecost and Purim. “Years:i'
as the commencement of the year with the month Tisri.
So far bad the Galatians been lead away, but had not
adopted Circumcision, although they were in danger of so
doiag. Seechap.5: 2, 3; 6: 12, I3.

Ver. 11.  “ Afraid of you :” Paul feared that if they were
so ready to turn again to the beggarly rudiments of form
that they had no vital Christian principle, and that his
labours amongst them had been ‘¢ in vain.”

Ver. 12. % Be as I am—1I am as ye are :” Imitate me in
this, that, born 2 Jew, I have cast aside the bondage of
Jewish cbservances, and a Pharisee of the Pharisees; I
became as a Gentile among Gentiles. **Ye have not
injured me :*’ REV. connects this with what follows, which
makes the meaning quite clear.

Vers, 13, 14. ** Iufirmity of the flassh—at first :”” on his
first visit, as mentioned in Acts 16 : 6, he had an attack of
itlness. This drev, to him the sympathy of the Galatiaes
and gave him the opportunity to preach Christ ** at the first.”
He had oeen their twice ; his second visit is narrated in Acts
18: 23, “ my temptation,” REV., * that which was a temp-
tation to you:” His ¢“thorn in the flesh :” z Cor. 12: I,
which was a temptation to the Galatians to despise him. It
was, perhaps, this affliction which led his enemies to speak
of his personal appearance as “ mean.” So far from des-
prsing him for this, they recerved him *‘as an angel :” one
of Gud’s bright 2nd perfect messengers, nay, even as Him
who is Lord of angels, ‘ Christ Jesus,” Himself.

Ver. 15.  ** Where—blessedness :”* Rev., * Gratulation
of yourselves :” in their first reception of the Gospel, they
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kad been full of rejoicing, and congratulated themselves on
having secured such a blessing. ** Now," says the apostle,
**what has become of that blessedness and rejoicing.”
“ IHave plucked out :” so deeply were they attached to the
apostle and his teaching that they would have given up
what was most valuable and indispensable for his sake.
Ver, 16.—Yet because he told them afresh the truths of
the Gospel, some seemed to think him ‘‘an enemy.” The
best friend is he who speaks the truth, and this shuuld pro-
duce anything but enmity : yet for this, he who was once
counted as an ‘*angel,” was now counted an enemy.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Prefatory.—Teachers generally, of junior classes es-
pecially, will need to simplify this lesson and to put it in
the thoughts of to-day. To do this they must get into their
own minds a thorough appreciation of the apostle’s teach-
ing, and how it will specially bear upon the young, giving
to them at the same time principles fitted to ,;0 with them
through life.

‘Topical Analysis.-—The topicis ** Christian Liberty.”
this is shown by contrast. (1) Bondage. (2} The liberty
wherewith God makes us free.

On the firs¢ section it may be well briefly to show the
bondage from which thece (33latians had been delivered and
and that into which they were foolishly entering, then the
bondage, the slavery, in which we may be held. The Gal-
atian Gentile < onverts had been delivered from the terrible
bondage of heathenism and pagan superstition with their
horrid rites, their degrading observances, aod their cruel
demands, yet they were willing to take upon themselves an-
other form of ceremonial bondage, which those who had re-
ceived it made tenfold more burdensome by their traditions,
while all the time it was not only needless, not required by
God, but was opposed to the Spirit of the Gospel of His
Son. So to-day we may take upon ourselves the burden of
rites and ceremonies and cbservances, ail man-made, not
given by God, and may weary ourselves in seekicg peace
through these when God is giving us all that we need with-
out money and without price. Teach, then, fist, that sal-
vation is not from or in the externals of religion. Bat
further there is a bondage under which some of your schol-
ars may be labouring, the bondage of sin, led captive by the
Devil. Tell them that Christ came to make them free, to
give them liberty, to break the bonds of sin and have the
freedom of the children of God. Taen there is the slavery
of sinful habits and how many are suffering from this cause.
‘Warn, entreat, your scholars, now, ir their youthful days, to
guard against the growth of appetite and the indulgence of
habits which in the years to come will form a chain they
cannot bieak. Many are these habits, these chains, and oh,
how they grow link by link until at last they bind fast their
poor helpless captive ; gambling is one, profanity, worldly
amusements, and perhaps most terrible of all, the drinking
habit that leads so many captive to death and hell every
year ; beseech that they touch not, taste not, handle not,
never fasten upon themselves the first link of the chain, for
the battle is half lost then. Show that there are but two
states : God’s freedom, and the Devil’s bondage, and that
he who is not in the one is in the other.

The other aspect is Ziberty. What will you teach? Thatit
is 70t libesty to do wrong—our liberty is the liberty of the
¢ servants of God,” aund as such alone are we to use it. It
is not the liberty of disobedience to parents, of profaning
God’s day, of neglecting the place of worship, of giving up
the Bible, such is not the liberty Christ gives, while he de-
livers us from the bondage of sin he puts a ** yoke ” upon
us, but e says “ My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
Liberty allows us to do as we please, only so far as we
please to do right. It is freedom in things innocent, it gives
us no right to send dynamite through the mails, or poisonous

liquor through society.  Those who are God's freemen ave
God's sons; those whom Ile redeems from bondage He does
so that they may * receive the adoption of sons.” How glori.
ous the change from a slave of Satan to a son of God ! ** and
if a son then an heir of Grd through Christ,” heirs of the
kingdom which Ile hath prepared for thrse that love Him.
Draw the contrast sharply and vividly between bondage and
liberty ; show where the power of resistance to bondage and
victory over evil is to be obtained ; tell of Him who is ready
to help every struggling soul, whether fightirg against the
beginnings of sin o: striving to break away from its yoke,
and you may live to know that this Sabbath’s teaching has
been the turning-point in the history of some of your
scholars, has saved them from the downward path ani
turned their feet into the way of peace.
INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS.

There is no liberty in fear, perfect love casteth out fear.

The bondage of sin the worst of all slavery, Jobn 8: 34-
35; Rom. 6: 16.20.

Liberty and obedience go hand in hand, the oneis an
cvidence of the other, Rom. 6: 23.

Christ came to bring deliverance from sin an” to give
liberty, John 8 : 36 ; Rom. 6:23.

If we are free from the bondage of sin our liearts will go
out after God crying, *‘ Father.”

True liberty is the gift of Churist.

Main XL.esson.—The liberty of the Gospel the liberty
of love to God and man. Matt. 22:37-29; Rom. §:17-
22; 1 Cor. 8:9; Gal. §5:13, 14; 1 Pet, 2:16.

THE LOST PEARLS.

Linda Lee, with yellow curls,
Sat by a streamlet stringing pearls—
Sat singing in the sun:
Six pearls upon the strand she slipped,
Then from a casket, silver-tipped,
Ske took a golden one.

“T'I! string them so,”” said Linda Lee,

** And oh, how beautiful they'll be,
For I have many pearis!

And of the golden ores, I know,

There'll be enough : I'll string them so,
And bind them in my curls.”

Six snowy pearls, then one of gold,

TUntil at length they aii were told ;
Then, with a happy look,

She eaught the string to bind her hair;

Alas! for not a pearl was there :
They’d slipped into the brook!

Alas! how many thoughtless girls
4111 careless string li‘e’s precious pearls—
Each pearl a priceless day—

Tntil, when all are past, they find

Life with its promise Jef{ behind,
Its pearls all passed awsy.

THE British Medical Journai, simply on the grounds of
its disastrous effects upon health, demands that betting be
p t down by the stropg arm of the law.



