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SERMON.
By Rev. James Sherman.
*« He that winneth souls 1s wise.””—Prov. x1. 30.

£ BrHOLD, teachers, vour work! It is to
kv win souls.” Behold the encomium put up-
* on that work! ¢ He that winne .. souls i3
wise,” And this is an encomium, pronoun-
ced by iips which cannot, err, and by one who
never flatters.

You are some of the representatives of the
schools of Britain, which contain within their
number more than two millions of these souls.
"I'o you is entrusted their religious training,
the formation of their character, their habits,
and their hopes. Oh! how responsible—
how tremendously responsible, ie the position
which some persons occupy! The eyesof the
Chureh are directed to you, as instruments of
pouring new blood into it, when it 1s exhaust-
ed—of planting young trees, from your pur-
© series, in the vineyard of the Church. The
" eyes of ihe Church are u you, to bring
about such a state of

0%

things, in the coming
generation, as shall introduce the millenium,
and make the earta once more God's para-
dise. And if you are faithful to your trust,
God shall honor you with this exalted result
—*“¥e that winneth souls is wise.”

The timid and the fearful may, therefore,
he greatly encouraged in their work, by this
statement ; and I hope I may hereafter be
able, in the course of this sermon, to show,

© that although they may not now see the wis-
dom or fruit of their exertions, God shall
show both, by-and-by.

Brethren. the times indicate a remarkable
fulfilment of that propheey—* Many shall run
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: THEE, O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT HAND PORGET ITS CUNNING.’—Ps 137, ¢. 5.

”»

to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.”

Science and literature never had so many pa-
trons, as they have now ; real religion never
i had so many friends as she has now, notwith-
standing the declensions visible in some
Churches, and in some individuals. Every.
thing seems progressing, with remarkable ra-
pidity; to a crisis or conclusion, of a remark-
able character. And those are wise, in Scrip-
ture estimation, who aid this great progres-
sion as it is going forward.

He who helps others, by schemes and in-
ventions, to grow wealthy, i3 reckoned wise .
in his generation ; he who first made a loco-
motive engine, and brought railways to per-
fection, to accelerate our speed from one place
or country to another, was thought wise in
his generation ; he who imparts learning to
youth, to fit them for usefulness to man, and
for holding important situations in the go-
vernment, is justly honored and wise; he
who heals disease, restores health, and pro-
lengs life to individualg

wls, is scught after, as

élll. aldl

one wholis wise ; and the individual who lives
for the purpose of restoring ghat to a sorrow-
ing suitor which fraud has taken away from
him, is estimated by the man, when he puts
his foot on, as he thought, his once forfeited
estate, as one of the wisest men in the world
for him.

Now all these things are united in your
own characteristic. Your object and your
labor, if you understand it aright, is to win
the soul. You are to teach that soul how to
grow rich; vour invention is to be taxed, to
accelerate it in its speed from earth to hea-
ven ; you ®e to instruct it in the great, won-

+ drous, and almighty science of salvation ; you
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are 10 administer gospel remedies, to heal its
moral maladies, and to prolong its Joyful
<deys ; and you are to restore it to * an inher-
itance” that is “ incorruptible, und undefiled,
-and fadeth not away,” which it hath lost, and
to carry the case from court to court, till you
see the soul settled in Canaan for ever. O
God, what wisdom, what grace, what gxeal,
and what help from thee, does such a work
as this require!
teacher, who does not aim at this; he does
not deserve the name of a teacher.

‘Teachers, I want you not to uim at any-
thing new; neither shall [, in the address
which | am about to deliver to you,—but
shall simply endeavor to put you in remem-
brance of the great things wlhich you have in
hsud, and the great duties which you have to
perform. Pray for me, and pray for your-
selves, that your reward and your work ray
both vividly appear before you.

T shall therefore ask your attention, first,
to the aubijectu, about whom you are to be
unspeakably interested : *souls,” human
svuls, young souls. Secondly, I am to point
cut to you the manner in whieh that interest
is to be expressed ; you are to endeavor to
““win souls.” And then, thirdly, I will en-
deavor to place before you the estimate which
God puts upon all efforts, thus exercised, for
the accomplishment of this purpose: * He
that winneth souls is wise.”

L Firat, let us lcok at the subjects, about
whom you are to be unspeakably interested.
They are * souls.”

Let us now lock at what a soul is, in three
aspects.

1. Let us now look at it, first, in its struc-
wure. Itis a living thing, distinct and sepa-
rate from its body. Matter is wholly pas-
sive ; it cannot act, or niove, or think, with-
out this vital spirit. “The body, witbout
the spirit. is dead.” Take nrere maiter, com-
pound it, alter it, and divide it, as you will,
yet you cannot maxe it see, or hear, or feel,
or think rationally. But though the scul
acts with the body, it is distinct from the bo-
dy; for Dives was in hell, while his body was
carried, in state and pomp, in the funeral;
Lazarus was resting in Abraham’s bosom,
while the poor, wretched caicase was cast out
to the dogs, who had formerly * licked his
sares ;" the penitent thief was with Christ in
paradise, while #s body was suspended on
the cross ; and this has been, and will be the
oomfort of the saints, as long as the earth
lasts, that when they are ¢ absent from the
body,” they are * present with the Lord.”

The human soul is spiritual and immateri-
al; it is not compounded, or made up of the
most subtle matter ; it cannot be touched, or
handled, or divided, as bodies can. * Handle
mo and see,” said Christ, “for a spirit hath
not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have.”

1t is immortal, and cannot be dgstroyed ; it
has no seeds of death within it, a§our bodies
have. Corruption, it is true, afilicts the soul,

He, my brethren, is no-
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spoils its be‘g, and damages its powers;
but it cannot ¥duce it to its original nothing,
A soul has a beginning, but no end—a birth.
day, but no dyag day.

Its powers and capabilities are some of the
most wonderfal things whioh ever could en-
gage our imagination. Why, what can a soul
do? It can ascertain the relative size, na.
ture, and properties of all the wonders of
creation—f{rom the snonad, several millions of
which may be found in a single drop of wa-
ter, to the behemoth, which destroys men and
cattle, and the varied preductions of the
earth ; it can mount up toheaven, and ascer.
tain the motion of the planets, foretell the
eclipses of the sun and moon to a second of
time, count the stars, and discern the system
by which they are governed; it can invent
the most ingenious and useful productions
for the service of man, and even for the de-
struction of its own species; it can penetrate
the secrets of hidden unature, and abstract
from the bowels of the earth the greutest
riches and wonders ; it can trace, survey, and
enjoy the beauties, the wonders, and the glo-
ries of redeeming love; it can hold fellowship
with the eity, as a man holds fellowship
with his friends ; it can revolutionize the feel-
ings, and hopes, and joys of myriads of indi-
vidua s, and turn the worid upside down, in
its tenderness, and in its actions ; it can make
the men, who by vice have become like de-
mons, by its agencics and instructions, act
like the suus of God, and the friends of heo-
ven; and above all this, it is capable of an
immediate vision from Almighty God, of
living in the presence of God, and of serving
him in his temple, for ever and ever.

A man's soul is his all. ‘Take this from
him, and he is but a lifcless, and soon becomes
a formless mass of corruption itself, Or let
its powers be deranged, so that he is an idiot
or & lunatic; and what is the man then?
Nay, only derange its comforts, and let anxi-
ety prey upon the spirit; and what is he
then? His soul, in 1ts vowers and its influ-
ences, is his all—the chief part, the honor,
the dignity, and the glory of man,

Now this is the object, about which you
are to be interested. Isit not worthy of your
interest ?

2. And come tram a view of its structure,
to view it, secondly, in its lost estate. Our
Saviour says, that this soul is lost. “ What
shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?” Then jt is
capable of being lost; and if it continue in
its present state, it is lost. “The Son of
Man has come to seek and save that which
was lost.” Hence he describes himself under
the figure of a shepherd, going over the
mountains, seeking for a lost sheep, and re-
joicing when he has recovered his sheep.

Orignally, mark, this soul was a pure spi-
rit ; it was created in the perfect image, and
living likeness of its Creator, “ in righteoue-
ness and true holiness ;" but row it has lost
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this holiness, and has notbing but impurity. | all the powers of his mind, more like a devil
“Qut of the heart proceed evil thoughts, ;| than a man—is not hopelessly lost.  Oh! th.
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false l comfort of this thought !
witness, blasphemies: these are the things, Let us ask the question—¢ Wherewith
which defile a man.” It has lost its innu- | shall T come before the Lord, and bow myselt
cence, and now has nothing but guilt; for before the high God? shall I come before
all the world is condemned before God.” him with burnt-offerings, with calves of &
It has lost its wisdom, and now has nothing | year old? will the Loid be pleased with thou-
but ignorance ;  being alienated from the | sands of rams, or with ten thousauds of rivers
Jife of God through the ignorance that is in | of oil? shall I give my first-born for my
it.”” 1t has lost its communion, and has now | transgression, the fruit of my body for the
nothing but distance; ““far from God,-by  sin of mysoul ?” No; this is too low a price
wicked works.” It has lost its comfort, and | for the soul, to restore it.  ** We are uot re-
has now nothing but fear- “ my flesh trem-, deemed with corruptible things, as silver anu
hleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy ' gold,” of which there i3 abundance in the
judgments.” It has lost its paradise, and has ! earth. No, that is not enough ; God’s justice
now nothing to look forward to, but hell; for | cannot be satisfied with a bribe; his law must
“the wicked shall be turned into hell, and | be vindicated, his righteousness acknowledg-
all the nations that forget God.” ed, and his attributes, in their glory, proclaim-
And here let no teacher say, “ These pas- | ed throughout all worlds; and iherefore the
s#ges and applications may do very well for , scheme of redemption is his own.
adults, but what have they to do with chil-, Tam afraid we get into the habit of repeat-
dren?” Thus much have they to do with | ing passages to the children, and to ourseives,
children : ¢ Death hath reigned over all, even | and hearing them from the pulpit so often,
those who have not sinned after the simili- | till we forget their value and their sweetness.
tude of Adam’s transgression.” And see the. Now strive, teachers, to enter into this pas-
evil passions of children ; sce, almost as soon | sage, and to feel its force to-night : * God so
as they cau talk and walk, what proof they | loved the world, that he ~ave his only begot-
give you of their having lost souls! Tunder- | ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
take rot to teil you, (and perhaps you will i should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
not require me,) when the responsibility of a|, Here the claims of justice are not sacrificed at
child commences ; that ia a question with | the shrine of merey, and here the cries of
which we have nothing whatever to do; God , mercy are not powerless at the shrine of just.
will settle it with you, and with the world, {ice; “mercy and truth meet together, right-
by-and-by ; it is no part of your work ; there- eousness and peace embrace each other.”
fore leave it entirely with him. You have  # Christ bath redeemed us from the curse of
proofs that they have lost the image and like- | the law, being made a curse for ue.” And
ness of God; and this is the great thing what then? ¢ We joy in God, through Je-
which you have to bear in mind. sus Christ, our Lord. by whom we have re-

Now behold, in the entire school to which | ceived the atonement.” o
you belong, there are five hundred lost souls | | HO'”g then, is a soul St}""d ?_ By believing
to excite your sympathy ; souls which, if they | in, relying on, and accepting this atonement—
be not regenerated and pardoned, must per- , by !lavlng it so presented and so applied, that
ish for ever; souls, once the temples of God, it shall welcome it, as a remedy to his own
but now in ruins—once decorated over with , state. Not making an atonement: (never
all the emblems of righteousness and glory, teach your children that)—that is done for
but now defaced and dishonored ; souls, | ever. and done completely. All the child has
which have not lost a sing.e fragment of their | t0 do as well as yourself, is, to receive what

powers, though those powers are deranged, | Go_d hﬂ{‘ provided, and accept the remedy
and therefore lost to the original intention of | which his mercy has nprepared ; and after he
their creation, And what was that? To, has received the one, and accepted the other,
serve and please God. To this great end | be loves the atonement, delights in it, is

they are lost ; “ they are all gone vut of the pleased with it, and instrumema]l.{,s!rives to
way ; there is nons that doeth good, no, not , 53%¢ and to bless others, as he himself has
one;” “I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin ; been saved and blessed. And when the race
did my mother conceive me.” Can a heart | i8 Tun, heaven is regained, and the soul enters
take a glance over a school, feeling this great | Into it, to live with God, who has thus saved

fact, and not compassionate the cese of a soul ? | it f?l‘ ever and ever. .
Teachers, your work is, to present that

3. Then, thirdly, take another view of those | atonement.  God forgive you, if you do not
subjects ; look at them as capable of being | do it, or if you put it into the background, in
recovered. Blessed be God, a lost soul is not | any way! Thisis the good news, the glad
Dast recovery, while it remains upon the earth. | tidings, which lls the souls of men with hops
That child, which is so wayward, and gives | and joy—that * Christ Jesus came into tLe
you so m‘uc.h trouble—that boy, about whom ! world, to save sinners.” Give it, in its ful-
your anxieties are excited, and who seems to l ness and freeness, to the children ; talk ahout
be fast arriving at manhood, and developing ' it to them, till you feel your own hearts glow-
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ing with love to Him who accomplished it,-- ; about. They cannot heip it; you are lulling
and thon you warm others, with the very | them into this very state, by your dry man
warmth of your own, as you sensibly enjoy it. ; ner.

‘Teachers, this is your work—totry to win«  Oh! sire, there is much tact, as well as
this soul; to set before it that remedy, and , learning, required to win the attention, espe-

to win that soul to aceept and rejoice in that
Saviour. Do you not think you are greatly
honored ?

IL. But I now pass to the second part of
my discourse, and will endeavor to show you
the offorts which you are to make for these
aubniuct. “ He that winneth souls is wise."

- Let us now apply this “ winning,” boihs to
the manner and the result.

1. Let us look at it, first, s to the manner
in which we are to win these souls. To
“ win” suggests something more than mere
labor, ‘I'o “ win”a tning implies the exercise
of ingenuity, as those who win at a game of
play ; a certain power, as those who win by
conquest ; an adaptation of the best means
suited to the objecr, as those who win com-
pliance by persuasion ; aun indomitable perse-
verance, as those who will never give up a
-conquest till they have obtuined the victory;
and a rule and order, by which you are to
procced, as legal and prescribed, in order
that you may win the crown that is set before
you—* for a man is not crowned, unless he
strive lawfully.” So, then, you are to win.

And if you will do this aright, the first
thing you have to do, in order to win their
souls, is to win their attention. Ingenuity
may honurably tax itself here. Your voice,
your manner, your habits, if you would be
good teachers, must all be adapted to win,
1f vour voice i3 not good, you must aim, as
Demosthenes did, to make it better; who
went to the sea-shore, while the winds were
Toaring and raging, and recited his themes
there, with pebbles 1n his mouth, to cure his
impediments. If your habits are rough or
uncourteous, you must wend them, if you
would be good teachers. {f your manner of
tenching i3 not that which impresses your
own mind, as best adapted to impress tie
wmind, and cateh the heart of a chiid, that
manner must be improved, from good pat-
terns, whieh are presented to you. 1o not
Jook at these patterns with an evil eve, and

_cially of a child. Go to an Infant Sehool.
and see the methods adopted there. Whut
little child, that can walk, feels weary ? K-
,ervthing is adapted to its capacities ; its at-
I'tention i8 kept awake, and it learns lessons,
and has precepts, and paalms, and hymns
.there impressed upon its wemory, which
teaching by no other means can accomplish.
yTam not saying this as exactly adapted to
. Bunday School instruction; but this mode
i must be the most useful, for it is the first
i which David prescribes : ** Coms, ye children,
i hearken to me.” Get their attention, and
"then you are in a ready way to get their
. souls; win their ears, and it is one of the
; doorways into their heurts,

i ‘Then, secondly, in order to apply this, as
| to the manner, you must win their affections,
as well as their attention. Love does won-
ders, It you gain the heart, you have, natu.
rally enough, tie key to the understanding.
A teacher is not likely to win n soul, whose
love he does not win, 1o you ever write &
senior scholar letters, and letters in gnod En-
glish, well spelt, and not badly written?
Letters remain. A child has a letter—a post-
man comes to the door, with a letter for Mas-
ter Johnson, or John Thomas, or Sarah Speed-
wellpfrom the teacher; oh! the little decu-
ment is treasured up by the child, as some-
thing particularly precious; and it is its own.
How the news goes through the house direct-
ly—*1 have gota letter from my teacher:”
and it is read, and read, and read again, till
the sentiments contained there find their way
to that ehild’s heart. it shows the child that
there is one interested in its everlasting bles-
sedness. Ah! whenthey can say,  See what
an interest my teacher takes in me!? You
know what the effect would be upon your-
selves. There is some one of your friends
takes a particular interest in you; and what
is the consequence? A corresponding feel-
ing in your own heart, a natural going forth
of your heart towards that individual. Would
you. then, gain the souls of children? You

with jeslousy, but stoop (o imitate, whererer | must win their affections.

they are good and excellent, and you shall !
.! their judgment,
'xpirilual things,—how they may be pardoned,
i regenerated, sanctified, and saved.

find the advautage of them.

Children are not stones or cipiers; they
are naturally lively. We alwaya think there
is something the matter with children, wheu
they sit down by themselves all day, and do
not open their mouths and prattle to those
around them. Who would wish a child’s
tongue to be still, or its limbs to be fixed ?
And therefore iustruction, to win, must be
sdapted to their habits. Dull, cold, prosy,
long lectures to a child! Why, teachers, if

Aud then, in the next place, you must win
Your office is to teach them

ou must
endeavor, then, to win their approval of these

!blessingg by showing them their guilt and

danger, and their destruction witl)out them ;

Seripture of all its similes, its stories, its il-

Imd for this purpose, you must ransack the
|

! lustrations of the true effects of their fall, and

| make them all contribute to your help.  Then
! place them the necessity of Christ's sacrifice,

wou attempt this mode, half your time in your | Its merit, and its blessedness-—that it has ap-
class will be taken up by telling the children | peased wrath, and satisfied justice on their be-
10 sit still, not to be fidgety, and not to move | half; and the love of Christ and the Spirit, as
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ready to aave them, Faith will yield, if they
do but embrace these things. And do not be
inclined to think, when a child sometimes
seems dull, as you are stating these trutha,
that your 1ahor 1s lost: impressions are often
made, when least suspected, and revived after
certain seasons, when it was supposed toey
were long since buried.

Then, fourthly, win their confidence. I a
child can say, by seeing the habits of the
teacher, ¢ My teacher wanta to do me goed,’
the impression of that child will naturally
lead to confidence in thut teacher. It is said
of Mr. Whitefield, that individuals went to
hear him preach, who were careless about the
doctrines which he preached ; but every one
that went to hear him seemed to go away
with the impression—That man wants to do
me good. Display the exercise of authority,
and it will not teach the children to eomply;
but only let them know, that you pray and
watch over them, and delight in the work,
and that it will t-e a happiness and sn honer
to nee them saved with yourselves, and God
shall crown these efforts. It will be the rea-
diest way 1o win their souls.

Oh! what an opening this gives to win
them! Theyare easily led, by those in whom
they confide ; just as we are, if we have con-
fidence in our friends’ wisdom or kindness.
They may say anything to us, and it is almost
. an oracle to us; we areled on almost by what
the say. A children of larger growth feel
effect unconsciously. :

Fifthly, if you would win their souls, you
wmust win their habits. 1do not know whe-
ther you have been as much impressed, as the
preacher has been, with the word which Solo-
mon uses, with respect to instruction : “Train
up a child in the way he should go.” Not
only instruct a child, because an officer in the
army may instruct a recrait to no purpose;
but training that recruit is drilling him to ha-
bits of exercise. Now this is the difference.

It is very hard work to enforce thuse habits,
which are proper for childen; for as soon as
they leave you, where, perhaps, ther have
only two hours’ instruction, on a Sunday af-
ternoon, they probably go home to their wick-
ed parents and friends, and the impression of
the Sabbath’s instruciion is soon swept away.
And how little power the Sunday School
‘Teacher has, in the time which is allotted for
instruction, if he use even the hest means in
his power, to train these minds into proper
and suitable habits!

Yet ycu must aim constantly, at training
them to habits of obedience to ‘yourself, and
of obedince and regard to parents; and re-
peatedly must these he insisted upon. Train
them to a fondness for God's house, ur places
where they hear the truths of the gospel deli-
vered; train them to forethought, and to pra-
dence in their general habits, and to economy
inlife. I think that in the South, we are
very much hehind the North, in some sooie-
ties which they have, arising, probably, from

X

children being there, in factories, in much
larger numbers than we can find them in Lon-
don or its suburhs. Among them, little soci-
eties, of various kinds, are established ; such,
for instance, as a little subseription for fune-
rare, for so much to be allowed them a week,.
when they are sick, or for a0 much to be
given, when one of them dies. And this
bregds a sacial disposition among the chil-
dren, and takes-away a great portion of that
selfishness which exists in a very large pro-
portion in all vur hearte, and teaches them to
care for one another, as well as provide for
themaelves, to a very great extent.

Jabits of this kind have, 1 think, a won-
derful effect upon their minds, as they grow
up in life ; the children perceive the tempor-
al, xus well as the spiritnn“ interest, which the
teacher took in them, while he was among
them. I hope the teachers will endeavor 1o
inculeate the habits J have mentioned on theic
children, if they would effectually win souls.

. But I have beer: too long upon this por-
tion of my subject. I said, however, I would
look at it in another aspect ; and that is, the
result of winning a soul.

A soul won, is won for Chriat. Itis a re-
ward for hia tail ; it is a fruit of the applica-
tion of his redemption. He

“ looks down and sees
The purchase of his agonies.”

Formerly, it belonged to Satan, and was
guided and ruled by him; but now it s
Christ’s, and now it loves its master, and does.
hiswork. Oh! how the master rejoices when
the firat tear of sincere repentance falls from
theireyes! ¢ There is joy in the prasence of
the angels of God,” (that is, Christ rejoicing,
while the angels surround him,) “ over one
sinner that repenteth.” FEvery soul won,
then, is an addition to Christ’s friends, and a
loss, of course, to the kingdom of Satan.
Who that Jeves Christ, would not aim at thia?

Again ; a soul won, iz won for the Church.
The Church is a body of believers, who meet
to worship their Lord, to imitate his conduet
and example, and to uphold his kingdom in
the world. A soul, formerly full of cursing,
or bitterness, or indiffersnce, or irreligion,
now full of praise to his divine master ; a api-
rit, previously ¢ earthly, sensual, devilish,”
nmow ‘“ set on things which are above”—his
habits sinful, new rightsous—once * dark-
ness,” now “light in the Lord”—once far
frem God, now “brought nigh, by the blood
of Christ”"—once, a * atianger and a foreign-
er,” now a “fellow-citizen with the saints,
and of the household of God"—now, perhaps,
teaches in the same school with you. Now
he walks with God, and the Church has gain-
ed a friend, when the soul is won. Oh'! glo-
rious object !

A soul won, is won for the world. Why,
when a child is converted, it is like taking ‘&
handful of salt, and casting it into the world,
to preserve il from puirefaction ; it is like
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setting up a new lighthouse, on a dangerous

coast, to warn mariners to keep off; it is like

*a city set upou a hili, which cannot be hid,”

that others may gaze upon it ; it is like dew, !
falling from heaven, in the midst of many !
people, to bless them, and make them happy ; |
it is a peace-maker, cast among the wranglers |
and contentionists of the world ; it is a guide !
for wanderers to the celestial city; itis a)
watchman, to warn men away from the dan- i
ger, which is hurrying them to perdition, and |
to give them notice of the fires of wrath to
come, which are to devour the Lexd's adversa-
ries; it isa winner of souls to God. You
yourselves have won him, and he goes into
the world to win others.

Again: a soul won, is won for yourself, Is|
not this a rich reward for, the nights you have
aat up, for the candles you have burnt, for the
sleep you have lost, for the-recreation you
have given up, to study God’s book, and to
prepare yourselves in order that you might
nfuse good principles into that mind ? Wil
it not be a blessed reward, when they are ga-
thered to Christ? * Ye are our glory and our
Joy,” saye the apostle ; and he says elsewhere,
* Ye are our crown df rejoicing, in the day of
the Lord.” Yes, and Jesus Christ counts
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it to the children in your spirit and conduct,
which they soon understand.

Be assured, teachers, from the Book of God,
that Divine influence in tesching is every
thing to you, You may use all means, and
communicate all knowledge, but it will be in
vain without this. ‘I'herefore, hear this last
sentence—* It is not bv might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”
Get that, and you shall win souls to your
blessed Master.

———O

Sabbath Adult Classes.

1 0BSERVE in the last number of the Record,
a letter from * A Parish Minister,” asking in-
formation on the best method of conducting
« Sabbath Adult Classes.” Yam glad to see
this subject taken up by you, as I am sure a
few letters upon it would do good. I entirely
agree with your gorrespondent, as to the im-
portance of such classes. They are, when
properly managed, the very life of a Chuich.
1t is generally from such classes that the best
Sabbath.school teachers are obtained, and the
largest accessions are made to the communion
roll. Hence I think there is a necessity not

those precious souls that honor him, worthy
of better honor—those who are aiming atand |
are suceessful in his blessed work. *'Lhey
that turn many to righteousness, shall shine
as the stars, for ever and ever.” When you,

only for such classes in connection with all
our churches and chapels, but for giving the
young people who attend them a far more ex-
tersive and connected com'ls;e of religious in-
in robes of . pre in vour Mas. | Struction than has hitherto been given in most
ter’s prese"gl?rg;gg::n_t‘}}ﬁzggéogf 11.111?3. 1 of our parishes. If it be necelssa{)y tha!:l our
and the children whom thou hast given me,” | Sabbath-school teachers should be well ac-
for whom I prayed, and toiled, and 3ahoured, . quainted with the truths which they teach, and
and sacrificed, from love o thy precious self, | that all our churfch n}l)emhers ;hoqld‘ be hable
who had saved my soul; to see him smile | *0 give A reason or the hopelt atis m} t e";'
upon vou, and say, * Inasmuch as ye have then i is necle§sary, not only thatilwey all
done it unto one of the least of thesemy bre- should be well instructed in the doctrines, and
thren, ye have done it unto me,”—they will be duties of reve.aled rehgron,.but thatall shqn[d
the words that will enter into vour very soul, i kn.m_v sqxqeﬁ;mg Of tt?e eylille.nces of g.h"m"
the joy of which you shall never lose, while ! anity.  The am}:‘\ g egpec}a. 5hre?mre nour
esernity itself lasts. ,‘!arger cities, where the faith of our young
! peaple is constantly assailed in warehouses
. * * iand workshops by sceptics and deists. In
Then there is one thing, in order to this;: these places the faith of our young people is
and with thatI close. Prayer must be always | often staggered by objections, which with a
associated with your labor; prayer to get | little instruction on the evidences, they could
_God's Spirit,—the spirit of love, tenderness, | easilv resist end answer.
and sympathy, and forbearance, andzeal. If; With the view of meeting such cases, 1
you are mnch with God, you cannot go among ; formed in my own congregation, some years
the children without commuuicating some- | ago, a class which has been successful beyond
thing of these feelings : and they soon perceive | my most sanguine expectations. Nearly the
it.  You need not tell a child that you have | whole of the young people connected with the
been with God in prayer ; parsons belonging | congregation, male and female, between the
to a Christian Church have no reason to talk | ages of 16 and 20, and a number of them
much about having communion with God. If - above 20 years of age attend. There are of-
they have, it is like ointment in their right | ten as many as many as 150 on the roll. My
hand; it is sure to hetray itself. There is | course of instruction includes not only the

something in their manner and temper, that | doctrines and duties of revealed religion, but
people tell, just as if a delicious ointment was i

rubbed on & man’s haad, and he goes into a |
house, and endeavours to hide it ; the smell of
itspreads evervwhere. And if this be the case
with you, my Christian friends, you will show |

also the evidences of Christiany. Of course
the evidences.are only considered in a popu-
lar way, and are not entered iato in the same
minute and critical manner as in a divinity
hall; enough of them is taught to confirm the
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faith of the scholars, and to enable them to
" give a ready answer to the common objections
102‘ the sceptic.
‘The books I have found most useful on the
‘¥ evidences are, Angus’s ‘ Hand-Book of th.
f’sBible,’ Dr. Cumming’s ¢ Manual of the Chris-
‘ttian Evidences,’ and Whateiy's ¢ Lessons.’
30n the doctrines and duties, I now use no
Jother books in the class except the Bible and
. Confession of Faith, I have tried the plan
#of putting catechetical books into the hands
of the sc olars to prepare lessons at home,
}{?ﬂbut have not found it successful. Itis aplan
Pfitted to exeraise the memory, but not so well
‘@dapted to in;})rove the judgment or impress
“the heart. Whatever subject I am teaching,
‘whether it be a branch of the evidences or a
“doctrine or duty, I first give a simple and
“eonnected statement of it to the whole class,
“#ither viva voce or from a book, and then ex-
amine them upon it till they thoroughly un-
derstand it. I always announce every Sab-
ath evening the lesson for the following
+Babbath evening, and exhort them to read all
“ghe books they have upon the subject at home.
Mhis is, in my experience, a far more success-
iful plan than the use of books containing
gmerely questions and answers; they are too
“fragmentary and unconnected. The teachers

g%:ill never keep up the interest of his class
5

Ata e

ho uses any set form of printed or written
uestions. The questions should be framed
t the moment, and suited to the capacity of
he pupil. Each question should be suggest-
ted by the answer given to the previous one,
“zNo intelligent teacher, who has studied his
#:gubject well, can ever be at a loss for proper
Yquestions.
¢ 1 mect this class on the Sabbhath evening,
because on no other evening of the week could
o large a number be brought together at one
Ziime. Itis of importance that such a class

hould always be held either in the church or .

ome room or hall apart from the junior
lasses, and that the pupils should be no long-

!

r regarded as children, but as young men and |,
oung women. ‘he minister shoold always |

each this class personally, and be as seldom

bsent as possible. These young people at-;
ach to the minister’s class an importance '

I
an supply my pulpit for a Sabbath without

hich they will not attach to any other.

mnarars P

ghuy iijury to my congregation, but the

Mient asks any one who may write upon this
93 ggect to mention results. Now, it isboth a
Wifticult and & delicate thing to speak of re-
Zpults, but this I can say, that all the members
pf my class seem deeply interested in the sub-
Jects brought befora them. They are more

#lasses. They make the best Sabbath-school
pdmitting them to sealing ordinancas, and

gnany of them, I trust, are seriously impressed
vith the truth.

Hoping that these few remarks may be use- ]

h

annot be said of my class. Your correspon- |

egular in their attendance than in the junior l

eachers. I have always most satisfaction in | ahout us as if we did not,

l
i

i Church of England belief in certain doctrines ;

ob

ful 10 your correspondent * A Parish Minia-
ter, and to other readers of the Recnrd.~—I
am, Sir, your obedient servant, M. C.
GLA3GOwW, Dec. 2, 1862.
—ITome and Foreign Record.

0

Bishop Colenso’s New Work on the
Pentateuch.

Maxy of the readers of the Record must
have heard of this baok, and »f the nature of
its contents, though perhaps none of them
have read or even seen the work. Great
alarm is felt by some because of it, and doubt-
less it will unsettle the faith of not a few, but
the permanent effect will, I believe, be good
and not evil. “ Truth, like a torch, the more
it's shook it shines.” We see proof of this
in the religious history of the last hundred
years in Germany. Where do our professors,
students, and ministers now look for the
ablest defences of Christian truth, but to the
volumes of Tholuck, Hergstenberg, Meyer,
and such like commentators, who were drawn
out by the sweeping attacks of the Rational-
ists. And the late religious history of En-
gland proves the sane thing. The publica-
tion of “ Essays and Reviews,” which excited
such confusion in the British Churches, has
been the means of calling forth an amount of
learning and ability in defence of the truth
that few gave the Church of England the cre-
dit of possessing, and which will entitle her
to be considered one of the greatest bulwarks
of Christendom. The « Aids to Faith” is not
only an antidote to “ Essays and Reviews,”
but is a permanent contribution of the great.
est value to our positive theological literature.
In the same way we have to thank dests and
infidels for the noble works of Butler and Pa-
fev, and the other great defenders of Christi-
anity in the eighteenth century; and thue it
is that the assaults of Rationalist assailants
always tend to awaken new thought, extend
our knowledge, and establish truth on a firm-
er basis than ever, Our Protestant freedom
of a fearless Bible criticism, is a proof of our
reverence for the Bible—a proof that we re-
gard it not as a collection of godly legends,
but as God’s t-uth. .

While we thus think that the new book on
the Pentateuch will not damage Christianity,
and while we welcome all criticism, research,
and sound re.soning, we cannot, as honest
men, avoid deploring and condemning Dr.
Colenso’s conduct. Here i3 no question
about liberly of thought or the right of pri-
vate judgment in maiters of faith. Every
one ackrowledges all that to (he fullest ex-
tent, and itis dishonest and insulting to write
by setting up such
pleas or: his behglf. But the charge is really
this: You, Dr. Colenso, professed to the

you voweq to teach those doctrines, and es-
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pecially the Holy Scriptures as received by
hier ; on that understanding, you receive from
her high dignities and emoluments; yen,
such confidence is placed in you that you are
sent out as Bishop of Natal, to superintend
the missions among the Zulus, to be the chief
representative of the Church in that field ; and
then—while in that position, and enjoying
those dignities and emoluments—you turn
round, at the age of fifty, and, after a few
months’ enquiry, deny the aushenticity of an
important part of Scripture, and boldly pro-
claim that to be fabulous which the whole
Church rests on as true. Such eonduct is
neither manly nor fair ; it is the traitor's part.
‘Lhink, speak, write what you.like ;. but do not
eat the bread of the Chureh, while you are
undermining her foundation ; and do not get
up-& whine about being persecuted, when we
ask you to be honest. Oh! shame to Chris-
tiunity when the Salurday Reriew is able to
aneer at the prospect of a Bishop, rushing in
hot haste to England, “aeross six thousand
miles of ogean, to proclaim his spiritual over-
throw by the fieat barbarian he encountered in
his savage dioeese !”  And how much greater
tne shame, when. auch an one still fights in
the guise of a Christian Bishop, and claims
his salary, as a workman, worthy of his hire !

Although we have read. much about 1, we
have not yet seen this wonderful volume, and
thercfore can only speak ef its principles in
very general terms. Its mrain position is that
tire narrative of the Pentateuch is not histori-
cally true, because many of its statements-are
anposed to the first principles of arithmetic.
The first thing that strikes us hers, is that
Jews are just as much interested in this ques-
tion, as Christians ; and, accordingly, we find
11at in the “ Jewish Chronicle,” the Bishop is
ably reviewed, and his objections rated at their
due worth. This reviewer proves that every
one of the ol jections was anticipated centu-
tjes ago by various rabbis, and most, it not
all of them successfully answered ; so that it
seems the Dr. has only dressed up for us some
old difficulties, long since dead and buiied.
He ansigns three causes as having led the Dr.
10 his false conclusions ;—-(1st.) Hie implicit
reliance on Qur English translation of the
Books of Moses, the loosenesa of which often
misleads the critic. Should not the Doctor
have rabbed up his Hebrew, before he rushed
into print ots such a subject? (2nd.) His
unpoetical cast of mind, “ which renders him
incopable of divesting himself for the timeo of
his modern western notions, and mode of
viewing things, and sinking himself in the
vastern mind and fashion, such as they were
at the period and in the country, of the wri-
ter of the Pentateuch.” Colenso is doubtless
a great mathematician, hut neither religion
nor history is evolved mathematically, (3rd.)
** Bis singular moral sense, cver-refined to
morbidity, which disables him from taking a
proper view of the state of society, guch as jt
existed in the age and the country of the Jew.
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ish lawgiver.,” Itisa good thing to be he
mane, but we are well-pleased that Neill wy
our general when we retook Cawnpore, ang
not Bishop Colenso.

As we have not read the book, we will on -
ly advert to one of its arithmetical impoasiby
lities, because it is an old difficulty, lying o
the very surface of the narrative, and becauy
a highly valued friend writes to us, that 1t
the strong point of the book, and the re
stumblingblock to him ;~—and that is, th
plain, historical statement. that Moses, wk .
was only the fourth from Levi, led out froe®
Egypt a host which in 215 years had grow: °
from ~eventy io over two millions. This i
the unvarnished difficulty. Letvasee if w °
cannot suggeat some explanatory circumstar
ces. (Ist.) Remember that in the earlie
stages of the world’s history, Eopuhtion fron
various causes, increased with much greate
rapidity than it doesnow. (2nd.) Thatere
in modern times, under certain favoring ror
ditions, the increase of a population is » -
marvellouely rapid,.as to be almost incredible '
Thus, the Rationalist Commentator Kalis¢t :
refers us-to the ‘" authentic and interestingac !
count concerning the Englishman Pine, whe §
was, in the year 1589, by a shipwreck, throm (;
with four females, upon a deserted island <y
South-East of the Cape of Good Hope, and. fé
whose descendarts had. after seventy-eigh ¥
years, (in 1667), increased to more than 11,12
000 souls,” (on Exodns xii. 37). (3rd.): Mo
ses nowhere asserts that the multitude whe
followed. him at the Exodus, wery descendid
from seventy persens. He tells us that such
was the number of Jacob’s * family,” 21§
years before, but he does not tell us the nu
ber of Jacob’s ** household,” the number, thaj
is, of the servaats and dependants that mus;
E:ave been connected with sugh a patriarcha!s
tribe. Tt was no part of his business to t
us that = he gives us the names of the heads
of families, for the genealogies of the Jews re i
quired that to be teld : but Scripture never
goes out of its way, to give us information,
merely that our seientific or historical: know. |
ledge may be nicely rounded off. Bt when
we know that Abrakam had 318  trained ser-
vants, horn in his own house, able to bear
arms, we may be sure that the household' o
the wealthy Jacob contained as many,. if not
more, and of course all the males would be ¥
circumciséd, and become part and parcel of §
the multitude, that afterwards went out from
Fgyyt. And again, is it not highly probable
that the same cause—the long, grievous fam-
ine—which forced Jacob down to Egypt, 3
would also bring many of his Syrian kindred 3
to the granary of the world, especially when
they knew that they would have ¢ a friend at
court, in Jacob’s son, and if they did come,
where els€ could they take up their abode but 3
in Goshen, as kinsmen and followers of the &3
patriarch. It may indeed be objected that i3
those things are not recarded : but none but @
the veriest blockhead will stickle at this; for




‘

1% NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJUINING PROVIXNCES. M

if Scripture were to enter everywhere into all glorification hase collected around Lia a
g gaping devotees, nor that

% such minute particulars a dozen volumes would crowd of star.ng,
Y have been filled, and Moses, 1 presume, took crowd itsell’ whose debusement of reason may
‘¥for granted that his readers wouﬁl havea share he read in the popular howl, * ¢reat is Diana
Hof common sense, and that they woull not of the Epheaians” no, shoull the demagogue
X deny tie same te him. (4th.) Itisnowhere be as successful as Mabomet, and the crowd
asserted nor implied in the Pentateuch, that as numerous as his followers,
Slthere were only four generations of men and When the world was but very partially en-
Jjwomen, during the sojourning in Dlgvpt. lightened, and in a state of transition from
SA'l'rue, Moses and Aaron were fourth in des- . the ignorance of ages to the light of the gl
#cent from Levi: true, also, that God promis. 1ious gospel—when consequently the popuiar
ed Abrabam, (Genesis xv, 16), that in the | mind was very malleable, 1t is uot to be wor.-
ourth generation, his seed should come hith- dered at that some men, tlippantly clever, aud
viser again,” and so it did, for the Jewish leaders ambitivus of leadership, should introduce new
“#iwere the great-grand-children of Levi, who ' doctrines and forms, to the great scandai of
ggwent down into Egypt, and the main body of " veligion, and the soirdw of its enlighteneu
Rithe generation of which they were contempo- " aduerents.  No wonder an inspired apostie
u

Ykaries, must also have been alive te go out at inveighed vehemeatly against such would-be
‘ithe Exodus; but how unthinking o argue so,  propliets and false reformers, in thesg signit-
SAf this proved thnt in the 215 years, there had cant words; *“but there were false prophets
aoaly flourished four generations.  Why, the * also among the people, even as there will be
svery fact that Moses himself was old enougis fulse teachers among you, who privily sha.l
ido be u great-grandfather, when he * stood be- | bring in damnable heresies, . . . . . . and
‘fore Pharaoh,’ proves the absurdity of such a' many shall ‘ollow their pernicious ways.
SBupposition.  Lven we Weaterns, who do not i In those transition times, traffic in heresics
narry at so early an age as they do in the | was a lucrative business, for the mass of the
Fast, allow only 30 years for the period of a ! people were long accustumed to the ascendar.-
generation ; and it is our belief that in the 215 | ey « f blind superstition, and the servile sut.-
‘S ears referred to, there must have been more | jection which the priesttood imposed. ‘o
than a dozen generations of Hebrew parents, | human nature thus gulle 1, may be traced fac-
gwhile we have the express testimory of Serip- | tions large and small, eivil and religious—the
agtare, to the fact that the Israelites did multi- | dandified little clique, and the mishappen up-
#ply far beyond the common rate of increase. | wieldy, monster-creation of fanaticism. Such
F(lixodus i, 7.) asvociations huve been, and still are formed
% We throw out the above suggestions, to | at the beek of charlatans.

gmeet the difficulty. Others might be given,|{ Innovations are at present greatly in vogue.
gAbut these, in our opinion, are quite sufficient. | Were these confined to the department of po-
@ Both the difficulty and the explanations are | litics or other sublunary affairs, 1 had been
old as the hills; #5d had not Colenso been a | silent. Inroads they might be on our eon-
Bishop, the re-stuting of the question would | servative principles, in matters of dress, or
Fhave excited little attention. But even sup- | cookery, or household economy, but we eould
posing that our knowledge of all the facts of | bear them, for *“the life is more than meat
the case is so imperfect that we are unable to | and the body thao raiment.”  With a view to
bexplain fully this or any other of the objecti- | test the charms of innovation, I ordered my
Jonx, who but the shallow and irreverent scio- | tailor some years ago to furnish me with a
llist would argue, therefore they cannot be ex- | suit of superfine, on the model of that of vne
plained, and therefore the Pentateuch is not | whose taste was reckoned the beau ideal of
true. perfection. Alone, and anxious I surveyed

o myself in my new rig, and suffice it to say,

R that the inspection confirmed all my predelic-

Innovations, i tions for suitableness and antiquity, and all
_— I my antipathies to arbitrary fashions and

§ “CaLL no man father,” is a divine precept, ; changes, so much so that when at any time 1
 warning us against blind attachment to any ; don the discarded habiliments it is as a caveat.
Jleader, in any movement in generul and reli- | or protest against causeless changes.
Rgious movement in particular. To surrender | Impercepuible changes grow often inte
ourselves implicitly to a guide of “like pas- | wide-spread revolutions, Before the French
sions with ourselves” in religious matters is | revolution, buttons of a peculiar shape aud
the lowest possible depth of ‘slavery. It is | color, ard other toys were the theme of con-
not only unmanly but idolatrous, not only a | versation and ohjects of pursuit. It was out-
degradation of ourselves but a dethronement | wardly a small indication of the ennui, and
of Ged, who commands our undivided hom- | restiessness of that most restless of all na-
sge. They who aspire to lead on the author- | tions; but read in the light of succeeding
ity of names or other shiboleths, and they | events, it was a national relapse into savage-
who are led, are both guilty of disobedience | ism, whose delight in beads and buttons iy
to this precept. but a hairsbreadth removed from delight in
Ienvy not the man whose cant and self | scalps and :omahawks,
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In the second and third centurfes of the'!
Church, prior, and leadirg to the full devel-'
opement of the Church of Rome, similar pu-
erilities, Episcopal lollipops and 1arebits, were
retailed, for the use of the faithful—Tritles,
such as pet davs—Christmas and Easter, were
elevated in synodical discussion to an equal
rank with the essential doctrines of salvation, |
until human rubbish bad buried clean out ofi
sight the peml of great price. ;

At present, and for some time back the as- |
nect of Protestant Christendom is very singu- |
iar and ominous, :

We observe a restless de- !
sive of change everyahere, and innevations |
bud, blosscm, and bear fruit in rapid succes-
sion.  Now it is with respect to the posture
of the hody. and now with respect to a liturgy.
At onggtime it manifests itself in a spasmodic
unintelligible effort 1o suit the * spirit «f the
age.” At another in a downright infidel at-
tempt 1o overthrow the seriptures themselves,
In ali these, we do not hesitate to sy, it is |
ane and the same spirit of change which is at
work, going where it can on all-fours, and
where 1t canuot, Jurking surreptitiousty in the
flowers of some thundering pulnit mator,
From the chair of our own venerable Assem-
bly, it has ventured to advertize its nostrums,
ar‘to speak more appropriately, to blow its
upsiart nose. From the pulpit of a Tiee.
Churen it has recommended, as we lutely read
im the Record, a new drapery for the body
spiritual of old orthedoxy, s0 as to make it look |
more respectable to pleasure-seeking Sab-:
bath breakers. 'The nextthing, will nodoubt
be the acting a spiritual drama. Why not?
Has not Rome pandered to the inordinute
thirst of her peopie for the theatrical, and
Rome was not built in a day. And is it im-,
possible 1hat Protestants should ape the
wsthetic customs of that Church. It is not ;.
only a possibility in some quarters, but an es.
tablished fact. It is true that thuse quarters .
are few, and that the love of change in that .
direction is repudiated by the great body of .
our Church, and thet of others, but unless,
the strong inberited attachment to pure and
simple Presbyterianism, which obtains in Scot-
lang, be roused to oppose this insi jous in-
vasion, it may become a source of gigautic
vvils. Freedom of discussion ought never to .
be in abevance, and in our Church it is never
discountenanced, but it evidently is an abuse
of that privilege to employ it, as I said. ahout
buttons, or, which is the same thing sitting,
standing, or kneeling, in worship.

A change is no doubt, at times veryadvan-
tageous to all institutions, but then, the ne- .
cessity for it must be felt, and the reasons for
it must be intelligible.  What evils have ari-
sen from standing during prayer? what from
sitting during praise ? what from the absence .
of a liturgv? If such accessories of devo-
tion a8 are now being introduced had been
the original ones, I would with equ | confi-
dence ask the same questions respecting them.
I will for the present concede the same pro-

“munion the ranks of taste and culture,

"its way even into our Kecord through the i
, deserted by the nobiiity.

“who were all along Jucobites belong to t

- al knowledge, swerved from their attachmern

-son for adverting to it is to refute asper§§

" of season in their respective cures and they @
*will have jittle time or inclination for agita-
¥,

“that it is a singular fact, that in almost all the ;
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priety to theone setas to the other, for forr
are not essentiz] to pure and undefiied re
gion whose seat is the hLeart. But form

must be; yes. But where is the superiorr |

. of the one over the other? True piety say
. use the modes stamped with the authority. |

centuries, which a 1egard to profound sping !
lity originated, and which seripture prece; !
ents authorise as clearly, at ali events, as a
that can be substituted in their place.

Of Dr. Bissett T shail just say that}
abused the confidence reposed in him, o
departed in his closing address from the us
al course of his predecessors. Perhaps &
intentions were good in adviging an affi:

"tion in forms to the Chrrch of England; by
"ke betraved either gredt ignorance, or u

unjustifiable fear for the future of the Chure

"of Scotland, when he recommended such

course with the view of attaching to her cor
Apre
pos of this, it is 1ight 10 observe that ¢
Church in Scotland can surpass the Seotti
Establishment in these very qualities, the e
istence of which his noiicy seems to ignor: .
‘The impression has gune abroad and foun

norance of some correspondent, that she
No such thing.
few have joined the Free Church, and a fes

Scottish Episcopai Church.

The Duke of Argyle, Lords Belhaven, But
Selkirk, Breadalbane, Kinnaird, Mansfiel
ard Aberdeen, have never, 1o my own perso

to her. As I write from memory 1 will ngj
hazard the names of other nobiemen who a
her friends by princely donations, if not
actual membership. ‘The names I have give:
furnish a sufficient answer to the taunt c'gg
plebeianism hurled at her by ignorant railer: 38
as well as a sufficient cause why the moder: il
tor’s object was uncalled for. But the elemer;
of nobility here or there, is never for a mo|
ment to be exaited in a Church, and my rea

sions and stigmatize, as is due, the policy o8
the moderator.  To make anything else of i§
would be to aptly jilustrate the French furor
ir: the matter of buttons, »ibbons and garters. i3
Dr. Bissett is but < unit, and fortunateiyf3
has little or no influence. His own Preshy. J§
tery virtmally censured him, the other day o}
this impertiment attempt at reform.
Let him and all innovators attend better to
parockial duties, labouring in season and ot ¥

tion, 3
I cannot help remarking, in conclusion,
L ! &
revolutions ard changes which ever occurred 3
in the Church, some restless spirits among §
the clergy have been the active agents. To 3
such clearly may be traced all the schlsms 2
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which distract the Church in our day. And
#a long as congregations * call any man fa-
ther” in the sense already explamed, so long
Wil people be gullible and leaders ready to
igull.  Against this deplorable rudicalism, the
‘sure buckler is the knowledge of the truth,
Ahich emancipates both from sin and from
Bhe wiles of pseudo-reform. J.8.

00—

Who is to blame?

.
3 Oxce ordained in, and inducted to a parish
30 Scotland, a clergyman becomes ¢ part and
Barcel” of that community, indissolubly one
‘mith itin all its interests. ‘Tnere, are to be
Tiis ¢ lines,” there, his ¢ local habitation,” and
there will his name be known and remember-
od. His affections become centred there;
there his time is spent, there his energies de-
yoted, and his talents iaid out on interest.
Xhe force of circuntstances does not compel
JRim to make it a mere ** stepping-stone” from
Zwhich he may hope, at some future time, to
d¥ise to something better, when opportunity
ffers.

He is not forced to make it a mere obser-
atory from which to survey the * surround-
gs,” to become a candidate for the first va-
pancy, offering superior advantages. The
Beverse of this state of things is the exceptien
ot the rule.

But that it is far otherwise with the coloni-
k! clergy is, and has been a matter-of long and
Boud complaint.  After a few years’ labour in
Fpne congregaion, they are willing to, and of-
zen do leave for another, and when a mutual
i cquaintance might begin to facilitate his la-
Bours, and render them more profitable, he is
Walled to, and gladly accepts a new and unri-

pd field of Jabour. Bat, “ who is to blame ?”
Jefore passing sentence, let us see where the
ault lies.  The young clergyman comes from
pur “ Fatherland,” fall of sympathy with its
pnstitutions, second to none in the world ; it

ay be fresh from the *¢ halls of learning,” or
serchance, at duty’s call, from some field of
Plabour, where  workmen” are not so * few
®nor far between,” as on our far distant shores.
RPreliminaries are arranged. He receives a
cail : and is in due course ordained and in-
Bducted. He enters on his important duties,
Bwith great promise of pleasure to himself, and
g£muzh profit to others. All his energies are
brought to bear upon the sacred duties of his
%responsible calling. He at once sets about an

exarmination of the parochial machinery, mak-
3 ing repairs where needed, and supplying parts
¥ that are wanting.

8o far all is well : and if he be at all popu-
iz: the novelty of the thing creates and main-
tains, for a time, an excitement in the con-
gregation, that awakens, for a little, even the
wost indifferent, to sympathise and help; and

[
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minister and people are brimful of hope, with
such flattering prospects. Days, weeks, and
months are rolling past, with mere than wan-
ten speed: but because the exeitement is
among the things that cannot * go on,” it
gradually subsides, as the usual routine of
life’s * activities” come to claim their dus
share of attention.

A year has passed away3 but not without
leaving behind it ample evidence that it has
been one, more of disappotutment, than kope
realized, to the minister. ‘The heavy, meas-
ured step tells of departed buoyancy, the once
joylit face, on which you could not look with-
out catching up the happy spirit that irradia-
ted it, is now pensive und sad: the former
frankness und sociability have given place to
constraint and reserve, the lip that was wont
to smile upon ull, is now set with disappoiit-
ment: and the eve that beamed with coufi-
dence in all, now looks with a tinge of susp.-
cion. In the discharge of kis duties, he hus
discovered, to his unspeakable regret, tha:
there is a *‘generation” in his congie ration.
“ pure in their own eyes,” and far more au.-
ous and concerned ahout their minister’s pic-
ty, thar: their own. They are *“ umeasonubi -
|, men,” expecting in their minister, what no
~mere man possessed since the fall, perfection.
' ‘They have an eye for his faults, and are cver
suspecting his virtue ; sins that are quite trif-
ling and pardonable in others, are heirous in
hini.

A Thearty laugh, a humorous or witty ex-
pression, a genial, naturai manuer and talk,
are regarded as not only unbecoming in kim,
but against such, & ly hauds are raised in hor-
ror, and hely brows contracted in censure,
+ herce, if he have strong impulses, he must
; ““hold them hard,” and conceal them under
the garb of professional seriousness, and be-
i come a hypocrite, if he would retain his infla-
:ence with these. ‘These are but trifles, but
| they cannot fail to discourage, and uunsettlr
i the mind of the most determined to do good.

But again, these * unreasonable men” who
1 not unfrequently hold tae * balance of power,”
{in not a few cungregations, expect their min-
tister to echo their thoughts and opiniens, and
{ on disputed points to decide as they would.
i They expect, in every exposition, something
i suited to their peculiar circumstances, and 1f

they be disappointed in their  unreasonable”
| expectations, they will not hesitate to criticise
him with angry feelings and uncharitable
words ; and uny idea that he may have given
not in. keeping with their opinions, they wiil
i denounce as not gospel. 'Iney, of course,
yknow the whole “ body of divinity” better
than he does, and must be his interpreter of
| the Church Standards.  Any new idea expo-
! ses him to the suspicion that he is not sound
| in the faith, and 15 set down to the score oz
. one of the many tsms which deserve only mia-
| gled pity and contempt. Hence it is eviden
that he was culled, not to be a teacker, to in-
» stract by bringing out of the gospel treasury
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* things new and old.,” but to be their echo,
a reflector of their already formed opinions
and ideas (and probably, when occasion nay
require it, to lend a helping hand in political
struggles). This, then, is another source of
discouragement to the minister, and leads
him to think of congregations more * reason-
able,” where his labours might be appreciated
and his task more pleasant ; and * who is to
blame” if he does wish to better this state of
matters by a change ?

But there is yet another point to which we
would aliude as a disturbing cause, and on
which there has been much plain speaking
aiready, without much apparent good result-
ing. viz.: that there is a * generation” in ev-
ery comgregation always whining to the tune
of * Poverty,” who receive the spiritual ser-
vices of their minister without a proper tem-
poral acknowledgment. No true minister
will ever preach with an eye to worldly re-
sults,  He will never forget that his main
purpose is to win cclz, not to acquire wealth.
But how much do the conduct of some show
that thev forget that their minister, in com-
mon with all men, has his physical and do-
mestic wants.  He needs his food and raiment
as well as other men ; a home he must have
as weil as they ; aud, according to the present
arrangements of society, these can ouly be
mocured and supplied by money. Where is
it to come from?  As a general rule, it comes
as the reward of labour. 1)oes henot labour?
What work is or can be more arduous than |
his? Iis is the exhausting labour of the ]
brain and heart, that draws more freely and
constantly upon the fountains of life and en-
crgv than any other. What work is more
useful to society than his?  And if it be the !
most usefu), and at the same time the most
upiill, it surely ought to meet with an ample
secular return,  “ 1f we have sown unto you
spiritual things, is it a great matter if we reap .
vour carnal things?  * Even so hath the Lord ;
ordained that they which preach the gospel !
should live by the gospel.” Yet there are
many who receive and expect large services,
and make little or noreturn. There are fam-
jlies in congregations who spend more, per
annum, for tobacce (not to speak of liquor)
than to support the man who is giving the
best energies of his cultivated mind, ¢ spend-
ing and being spent” to save their souls.
TFor a paitry subscription paid, probably by
instalments of quarter doliars, some expect
twelve month’s preaching and great pastoral
attention, by frequent visits.  What 1s more
unreasonable still, he regards the trifle he Las
subscribed rather as a charily than a debt.
Charity, forsooth! Cail that charity, if yvou
will, which vou give for the food that perish-
es, and for the pleasures that are at best buz
poison ; hut, in the name of justice and rea-
son, cail not that charify which you tender
to the man to whom you own your best
ideas, your holiest impressions! It is ke,
with his sweating brain and ever anxiousi

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

heart, and mof you, that shows charity.
How can a minister discharge the duties of
his office, if his mind be not kept from gnaw.
ing cares, and secular anxieties, by providirg
for himself and family the necessaries of life?

Are not these then some reasons that may
justify a minister in turning his back upor
his native land, to seek in another country
what his own denies him by underrating his
services P or if not leaving his native land un-
der these circumstances, is he not justified in
“changing his spots” in the field where he
labours and leave congregations, who are able
but not willing to pay him, in * spiritual des.
titution” until they learn to appreciate the
opportunities they have thrown away. Wers
his position {less iprecasious, as it is in the
case of the parochial clergy in Scotiand, then
were he in a position to grapple with these
difficulties we have mentioned ; but when ar.
rears on the part of congregations discover
faults in their minister that before did not ex-
ist, then dissafisfaction and non payment en-
sue, and the minister to avoid becoming
bankrupt, and steeped in poverty is forced to
make a change. “ Large congregations have
for years been without pastors” and tho’ no:
idle have not heen doing a fitke of what the
ight ; some have built Churches others have
not! might they not in addition to this have
been accumulating a fund that would supple-
ment the ill paid salaries of pastors when they
didgetthem? ¢ Congregations” shouldstrive
more to semove the causes of their pastors
ieaving them before they so strongly charac.
terize their leaving them in such strong lan-
guage. .

Far be it from us to bring these charges
against any congregation 1Indiscriminately,
for we well know that there are in every con-
gregation those who admit and deplore the
unenviable circumstances of the colonial cler-
gy as much as we do. Men who do much,
and sacrifice much to ameliorate matters, but
being left alone to * bear the burden” of it
a heavy one, it must fall to the ground. We
know congregations where the work is done
by a few of its members, they are never in ar-
rears in their pari, they never fault their min-
isters, they are never officiously dictating
what he should do and how he should do it
but by their earnest hearty co-operations light-
en his duties and make his task pleasant.
But it is unreasonable 1o expect thata fer
can continue to attend to their own, and the
duties of -others; and it is equally unreason-
eble to stigmatize a minister as a * traitor”
because the force of circumstances has driven
him from his native Provirce, er to say that
he praaches for ¢ filthy lucre’s” sake if he
simply ask for his own well earnt stipend to
procure with it the necessaries of life. Whe
then is to blame ?

C.C.
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¢ The Woble Army of Iariyrs
Praise Thee.”

ABEL.

—_—

GurENLY the quiet meadows spread,

The south wind floated by,
And stately paim trees bent the head,

To Yist its melody.
Where 1ivers nandered conl and deep.
The gentle Abel kept his sheep,

Beneath the new-born sky.
Where Juden’s light was changed and dim,
Reflected through the cuerubim.

Without the gate, beyond the sword.
Whose circling b'ade of tlne

Gicamed like the presence of the Lord,
As erstin wrath Ie came.

The humble patriarch reared his tent,

Beneath the exhaustless firmament;

_ Glorious, yet not the same

That beld the light of Luen’s skies,

And meckly offered saciifice.

We knoyw not how his soul was taught,

. Whettier by word orsign,

In vision, or through faith, was wrought
The miracle divine.

As thus from Adan’s fail released,

He stoud, the first accepted priest,
Before an altar’s shnme,

And shadowed forth by pein and blood,

‘I'ne offering of the Son of God.

Ile walked wdown each fragrant field,
‘The fiwers were young, like him,

e saw-the fruit trees harvestyield,
From cvery blossomed limb;

But Eden's voices fitled his ear,

And Lden’s land was strangely dear,
Tnt'l his own grew dim,

And Faich presented to his eyes,

A betier, purer Paradise.

Whase every street like jasper glows,
Whose every gate a gem. -
Lifting in glory to enclose
The New Jerusalem.
Where angels and archangels dwell,
Around the Kinginvisible,
Whose glorious dindem,
‘The Lrightness of that hicaven abeve,
Reficets its light on earth by Love!

This land of promise, Abel saw,
His prophet lips were dumb,.

For type, and testament, and law,.

Were shadovws yet to come. |
He saw beyond the darhness—Light,
Shining above sin’s awful night,

God's wrath, xnd death’s dark sum,
Trom Him, the woman's promised sced,
Who yet should bruise the serpent’s head.

e saw, and secing thus, belicved,

He kucw, as he was known,
The blessing and the hope recrived,

God offers w0 His own.
In humble toil, in Jove and faith,
Tatroubled by the fear 81 deuth,

He passed his éaysalone.
Joint heir with Him whose kindred hand
‘Tilled the waste places of the land.

Whose envious heart, and suilen face
Rebelted at God’s decree.

How in these fathers of our race,
Man's angel gudes, wesee.

The one, with holy thoughts wand wiil,

Leading us:onvard, upward still,
At last, Ch, Lotd! to Thee ;

The ather, filled with sin’s dark gloom,

Urging us downnard to our dovm.

And Cain despised meck Abel's faith,
Despised his oilering given,
Whose inceuse. like a fragrant breath,
Ascended up o heaven.
Ca'n brought 3is t-ibute from the field,
Its frusts an evi! odour yield,
Their smoke is downward driven,
And thus the sacrifice was vain,
For hatrad filled tue heart of Cain.

And God uceepts no evil gift,

Up from the smaking sod.
He dared, in bitterness to lift

Ris heart against his God.
Enraged. not humbled by the voice,
That justified Jehovah’s choice,

He soughit his brothier’s bloud,
Till wahere the altar fives decay,
The righteous Abel murdered lay.

First fruit of sin—Deaih’s goodliest prize,
Waon from eartl’s harvest ground,

Faith’s living tinmpl. first to rise,
Where endless life is found.

Till then, a higher, holier tace

Had filled tne Godhead's dwelling place,
And heard its trumpets sound,

But now in martyr robes arrayed,

One in the Father's image ma le.

A King, for earth was his by right,
A prophei of the Lord,
Who walked by faith, and not by sight,
Before the written word.
A pmest, the first of ail the race,
Who stood within the holy place,
And there an offering poured,
A martyr crowned, of all who stand,
Redecmned from death at God's right hand

Of ol that noble army there,
He went the pioneer,
First of carth’s mortal race, to share
The trnunph bought so dear.
Even by the blood of God's dear Soa,
3eek Abel stood not long alune,
Where saints their Saviour hiear;
Soon from carth’s land of death and sin,
God's ransomed chidrenentered in.

And stood by martyred Abel's side,
Before 1lis glorious throne,

T¥ho naw to us. as crucified,
Is fellow-sufferer knowa.

By faith, we sce the living palms,

By faith, we hear the triumph psalms,
Borue down to mectjour own;

Who still without the City’s gate,

¥ With yearning hearts for entranco wait

H\A.I{II’AX, FEmuvaRY 5th, 1S63. M.3. K.
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Concerning Things which cannot
g0 on.

Or course, in the full meaning of the words.

Ben Nevis is one of the Things that cannot
And among these, too, we may rec-
Likewise the unchanging

Go On.
hon the Pyramids.
ocean: and all the everlasting hills, which
cannoi be removed, but stand fast for ever.

But it is not such things that I mean by

the phrase; it is not such. things fhat the
phrage suggests to ordinary people. ’

You can stand a very disagreeable and
painful thing for once: or for a little while.

But a very small annoyance, going on unceas- |

ingly, grows insufferable.  No annoyance can
possibly be slighter, than that a drap of cold
water should fall on your bare head. Butyou
are aware that those ingenious persons, who
bave investigated the constitution ofman with
the design to discover the sensitive places
where man can feel torture, have discovered

what can be got out of that falling drop of wa- ;
Continue it for an hour; continue it for

ter.
a day: and it turns to a vefined agony. Itis
a thing which cannot go onlong, without driv-
ing the sutferer mad. No one can say what
the effect might be, of compeliing: a human
heing to spend s week, walking, through all
his waking hours, in a path where he had to
bend his heaa to escape a branch every min-
ute or so. You, my reader, did not ascertain
by experiment what would be the effect.
However pretty the branch might be, beneath
which you had to stcop, or round which you
bad to dodge, at every turn ; that branch must
go. And you cut away the blossoming apple
branch ; you trained in another direction the
spray of honeysuckle : you sawed off the green
hough, heautiful with the soft beechen leaves.
They had become things which you could not
euffer to go on. .

Any very extreme feeling in a commonplace
mind, is a thing not likely to go on long.
Very extravagant likes and dislikes : very vi-
olent grief, such as people faney must kill
them : will, in most cases, endure not long.
Iu short, anything that flies in the face of the
laws which regulate the humsn mind: any-
thing which is greatly opposed to Nature’s
love for the Average : caunot, in general, go
on. Ido not forget, that there ace striking
exceptions. Thercare people who-never quite
get over some great grief or disappointment ;
there are people who form a fixed resolution,
and hold on by it through life. I have seen
nore than one or two mea or women, whose
whole soul and energy were so devoted to
some good work, that a strauger, witnessing
their daings for a few days, und hearing their
talk, would have said. * That cannot last.
must soan burn itseif out, zeal lihe that!”
But if you had made enquiry, you would have
learned that all fhat had gone on unflagging,
for ten, twenty, thirty yecars. ‘There must

!
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; have been sound and deep principle there at
! the first, to stand the wear of such a time:
I and you may well believe that the whole na-
i ture is now confirmed irretrievably in the old
habit: you may well hope that the good Chris-
tian and philantrophist who has gone on for
thirty years, will go on as long as he lives ;—
wil! go on for ever. But us a general rule, b
- have no great faith in the stability of human
charaater : and I have great faith in the law
of Average.  People will not go on very long,
doing what is inconvenient for them to do.
And I will back Time against niost feelings
and most resolutions in human hearts. It
will beat them in theend. You are a clergy-
. man,.let us suppose.  Your congregation ars
; fondrof your sermons.  They have got into
your way: and if so,they probably like to
. hear you preach, better than anybody else;
unless it be the two or three very great men.
| A family, specially attached to you, moves
. from a house near the church, to another two
{ or three miles away. They tell you, that
nothing shail preventtheir coming to their ac-
customed places every Sunday still: they
would come though the distance were twice
as great. They are pe:fectly sincere. But
your larger experience of such cases makes
you weli aware that time, and distance, and
mud, and rain, and hot sunshine, will beat
them. Coming to church over that inconve-
iient distance, Is a thing that caunot go or.
It is a thing that ought not to go on: and you
make up your mind to the fact. You cannot
vanquish the laws of Nature. You may make
water run up hill, by laborious pumping. But
you canuot go on pumping for ever: and
wheneven the water is left to its own nature,
it will certainly ron downhill. Al such de-
clarations as I shall never forget you:" %I
shall never cease to deplore your Joss: 1
can never hold up my head again:” may he
ethieglly true : but time will prove them logi-

sincere in uttering them: but he will change
his mind.

And it is chilling and irritating to be often
reminded of the refrigerating power of Time
upon all warm feelings and resolutions, I
have known a young clergyman, appointed
early in life to his first parish; and enterirg
upon his duty with tremendous zeal. I think
a good man, howerver old, would rejoice st
such a sight : would delightedly try to direct
and counsel all that hearty energy, and to
turn all that labour to the best account.  And
even if he thought within himself that possibly
all this might not quite last, I don't think ke
would go and tell the voung minister so.
And the aged man would thankfully remem-
+ ber, that he has known instances in which all
that Zas lasted ; and would hope that in this
instance it might last again. But I have
known a cynical, heartless, time-hardened old
I man (the uncle, in fact, of my friend Mr.
| Snarling), listen with a grin- of ‘mingled con-

.

cally false. 'The human being may be quite:

-
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fempt and malignity to the narration of the
voung parson’s doings ; and explain the whole !
phenomena by a general prineiple, inexpresai-
bir galling and discouraging to the young,
parson. © Oh,” say¥ ‘the cinical, Leartless,
old individual, ““new brooms sweep clean!”
That was all.  T'ne whole thing was explained
and' settled. 1 should like to apply a new
knout to the old individual, and see i1 it would
cut smartly.

ADJOINING PROVINCES.

stiive ngainst the silent curient, that bears ug
all away. .

“Shall Tgo on?” said Sterne, telling a
touching story, familiar to most of us: and
he answered Lis question by adding * Ne.”
“Tt isgood.” said an eminent author, *to
make an end of a thing, which might go ou
fur ever.” And on the whole, pro ably this
Essay had better stop.  And at this genial

1 season, of kind wishes end old remembrances,

< What is the use of washing my hands,”
said a lide boy in my hearing: “they will
very soon be dirly again!”  Refude, my read- .

. er, o accept the principle implied in the livde

hoy’s words: however specious it may seem.
Whitgwash your manse, if vou be a Scot-h
minister, seme time in April: paint your,
house 15 toxn, hawever speedily it may again
grow black.  Write your sermons diligently :
write them on the very best paper you ean
wet, and in a very distinet and careful hund
and pack them with aitention ina due re-°
ceptacle. It is, no donby, oniy « question of
time how long they will be needed, before the
day of your depariure shall make them po
mare than waste paper. Yet, thoogh things
which cannat go on, you may hope to got no
small use out of them, 1o others and to vour-
stlf, before the time when the haud that ra-
velled over ihe pages shall be cold with the :
last chiil; and the veice that spoke these
words shall be hashed for ever” ‘
,

You understard me. my fiiend.  You know
¢the kind of people who revenge tiemselves
upon human beings who meanwhile seem hap- |
»Y, by suggesiing the idea that it cannat lust. |
You see Mr. A,, delighted with his beawiful :
new church : you know how Miss B. thiuks
tive man to whom she is to be married next
week, the handsomest, wisest, and best of
mankind : you behold the elation of Mr. (7
about the new pair of horses he has got: and
if you be a walicious blackhead, vou may
greatly console yourself in the spectacle of the
happitess of those individuals. by reflecting.
and perhaps by saying, that it is all one of
those things that caniiot go on.  Mr. A. wili '
in a few mouths find na end of worry about ;
that fine buiiding : Miss B%. hushand, at pre. |
rent transfigured to her view;. will scitic into |
the very ordinary being he isz and Mr. C's
horses wili prove occasionally ‘lame, and one
of them a permanent roarer. Yet I think'a
wise man may say, I am aware T canr g0 on
very long 5 yet 1shall do my best in wy little
time. 1 look at the right hand which holds
my pen. The pen will last but for a short
space; vet thatis no reason wiy I should
slight it now, The hand may go on longer.
Yet, warm ax it is now, and faithfully obeying
wy wiil 1z it has done thrcugh all those vears,
fhe day is coning when it must cease from
it long labours. ~ And. for mysclf, I am well

]
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we may fitly enouvgh consider that these New
Year’s days cannot very often return (o any.
All this habitude of being cannot very long
o on.  Yet, i onr little span here, we may
gain possessions which never will fail. It is
not a guestion of Time, with that which grows
for Eternity ! God grant each of us, always
more assuredly, that Better Part, which can
Go On for ever !—Good Words.

£)
Notos from Chusch History.

Tie readers of the Recapd will, we trust,
pardon us for draving their attention, occa-
sionalls from # the Present” to ** the Past,” for
reminding them of what has heen already ae-
enmplisked in History, instead of telling them
of what is now heing accomplished.” Ang
living as we do, in an ageund country, where
public attention is very wuch zbsorhed in the
congarns of the Present, and the probable re.

! suits of the Future, where the grand questions

are = what is”? and “ what shall be” ? aud
not ¢ whit has been” ? we think an oceasion-
al glanee at Histo:y may not. be unprofitable.
We all khnow how clesely the DPresent,
the Past and the Future are connected, nat
only in urder of time, but also ia succession
of events—that the Present is the child of the
Past, just as the Future shall be the child of
the Present.  And for our owa part, we are-
ready to confess that some of our happiest,
and, perhaps most profitably spent moments,
are passed, among * the things that were.”
Grand, wise and solemn teachers, are they,
truly.  Up they come from the shadow: Past,
each having a tale to tell, and a lessen 10 im-
part.  They bear us back to other times, and
icave us among the events and the men of
other vears, They place us and the men of
our agre face to face with the ** mighty dead,™
and then leave us (o make our comparisous,
and draw our inferences. There, they stand,
embalmed in Histery, ready for our inspec-
ton,  Yet that shme History meliows and glo-
rifies the character, and enabies us through
the calm light, which it throws upen each
‘group, to view them with a calm composure,
‘and a steady oye. There the uead of the
warrior is still heard as of old, but now itap-
preaches with muflied footfull—his armour iz
stilf ‘buckled on, but the sword rests in the -
scabbard. ‘The student still sits in his study,

<ontent that it should be so. Tet us nu

but his books are shut, and hislamyp is goua.
Al
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out, The orator still stands in the forum, but
lis lips are mute, and his hand motionless,
and the sailor yet may be seen on the deak,
hut no breeze wafts his ship onwards, for
warrior, scholgr, orator, sailor, all guietly
wait, that we may examine them leisurely.
Here we find ourselves in a cooler and calmger
atmosphere.  We are no longer jostled by
the crowd. The war of gommerce is far gway
~—all is hushed and still, and suited for ealm
enquiry. Most men know what it is to rush
away during the feverish heat of summer from
the din aud dast of a lmge city, far away, to
the green hills and quiet country, and there,
in the cool shade, leisurely pluck the wild-
flower, and :ass a short time in quiet reflec-

tion. And egually pleagant and healthfy! is it,.

at times, to rush backwards to History,—to
leave behind us for a little, the busy cares.of
the Present, and other guxieties fur the Ifu-
ture,
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the ungaingly roots, the spreading leaf, up

still, to the budding blossom, and the expand-
ying flower. “'Phrougt the shadow of the
y world, we sweep into the brighter day,” say
| they,—*+and therefore sweep, O world, that
| the brighter day may dawn,” )
i The careful student of History will, how.
. ever, nat fafl in discovering that while in ei.
1 ther of the foregoing theories, there is ah éle.
 ment of Truth, vet theve is ahsolute Trath in
.neither, He will ind that a want of Haith,
y and a melanchalic ‘Temperament exaggerates,
- in the one casg, and an easy credulity and san-
) guine 'Temperament in the other. We think
i he will confeas that History estahlishes the
1 fact of Progression, that there is certainly an
| emerging from chaos, that the day of human
! History grows brighter, as its Sun mounts
+ higher and higher, that the clouds and mist
. are gradually, though slowly dispersing, and
) that all the phenomena of the Past seem to

In nothing, perhaps, do men differ more : augur the advent of a hrighter and a better
widely, than in their views of the comparative , Future. He will find that the race of which
merits and the relative glory of the ¢ Present” . he constitutes an atom, his not liveé;_and
and the * Past.,” ‘There has always been in - toiled, and studied, and dixd, wholly in vain,
human society, a class of men known as ** mo-  that through the agonies and strugeles af the
pers,” men who are everlastingly harping on  Past, something has heen gained, and that this
the same sad and plaintive string, who seem . something is all the more precious, on account
to have lost, at least, all confidence in man- of the erormous priee frequently paid as irs
kind, if not in the Goverpor of man’s destinv . purchase. 1fe will indeed ser generation af-
—who point to the Past, as * the golden age,™, ter generation of men, like the leaves of our
where virtue reigned supreme-—~who are dis-.. forests, grow up ounlv to pass away, but like
satisfied that their lut Lkas been cast among,. them too, leaving behind them some nourish.
the degenerate wmen ang the barren avents of) ment for a future generation. e will diseo-
the Present, and who look forwards to the fu- | ver that the gems dug with immense toil from
ture with the: mnst tenible forebodings of : the mines of sclence have not been buried ia
“misery and’ woe." ‘fihe theory of such men ; the same graves with the discaverers—that
is—that the world grows wicked us it grows the flowers plucked from the flelds of know-
old—that the pfogress of human society is(ledge have not heen hapelessly scattered
from better to worse—that the devuvlogement  the four winds of heaven, but that gems and
of the race is downwards-~in short, that the { flowers have been carefully preserved, and
great, the beautiful, and the gaod must be that mankind are greatly euriched by the trea-
sought for in the Past, And were human so- | sure.
ciety wholly made up of such mnen, theconse- | 8till, let us not over-estimate all this. Wie
guences might be easily foresven, the wheels i live in an age when we hear much talk ahout.
of progress would soon become clogged and t Progress and “ Developement,” much that
motionless, the life biood of human spciety | deserves our best attention, and far more.of
would very soon stagnate and cease its.circu- | what is mare ¢ talk,” shailow and superficial, -
lation. ut there is ajways another pprtion { though delivered in fing-sounding phrases and.
of society, that serves most effectually to pre- | Philosophical Terms. “I'his 19th centiry-hac
~ent this stagnation. According to them, the | witnessed an attempt tq revive'the old Manad
Past is equivalent to the Inferior, it is the | Tneory, and thav peculiarkind of develope-
Lgypt of bondage, while the future is the Qa- § m -nt so flatteriiig 10 the dignity of our com-
naun of rest, Iivery vear, asit passes, brings 1 mon nature,’By making us merely a higher
the world tiearer the brighter Future. ‘Lheir : species of the nionkey tribe. The same cen.
watchword is“Ongards,” Onwardsatany price + tury tao-has witnessed the doctrines of ¢ De-
aund at all hazards. ¢ Throw down the old,” | yelopement” applied with muoh cleverness
gry they, and erect the new; throw down the jand great ingenuity, and learning, to prove
false and set up th true, perish the miserable | that what Protestants generally call * ths.
forms of the antiguyted Past, build up the noble | ahominations of Bopery™ is the natural growil,
‘Iemple of the ]%utm'e, that the nohler manof the doctrines oip owm Saviour, and conse-
may come forward and worship, ‘Pheir the-d quently must possess the Divine sanction and
ory is, that the progress of man is from.worse ; approval, And evervwhere we may hear de-
to better, that the world grows wiser s it | clarations of human advancement, of a growth
grows older, as the river grows stronyer when | in knowledge, an accumulation of r:sources,
st nears the. qeean, and the beauties of+the ; an amassing of power.
plant increasg, as you mount upwards fram 1 But while we are ready to acinowledge the

L] .



IN' NOYA SCOTIA AND TIM. ADJOINING 'PROVINCES. s

fact § ‘Progress, we think Iistyry warrants | graces that adorned her youth end would serve
us in denying what is often_supposed to he  to render her age sill more comely, It is
its Law. "It may be stated thus, the human , History alone that can detertnine the question.
race in time, like a hody projected into space, | Perhsps, on examination, it may be found
ever- moves forwards, but with an ever in- | that the fiery zeal and unmistakeable earnest-
ereasing velodity. In opposition to this, we  ness which characterized the Church during
believe cnat the voice of Universal History | the days of the first and second King Charles
declares that the natural tendency of man, un- | are at least compensated by the wider and
aided by any-power from without, tendls down- | more tulerant Spirit of the Church in the days
wards and not 2pwards, that the civilized may | of @ueen Victoria. Let us see. S. M. G,
relapse into barbarism, sooner than'the barba. , (T'o be continued.)
rian mount upwards to civilization, or in oth- o
er words, that man without hisBihle seeks The Signs-of the Times.
not the light but the darkness, and sinks lower | —
and lower in the scale of being. ! BY AN OCCASIOONAL CORRESPONDENT.
Yet, with the Word of Gud as his guide, ; —_
and the life of Christ as his example, there, ‘Tu age in which we live possesses many
may be, and there unJoubtedly is a'Progress | strange and extraordinary features, marking it
not only in the life of the individual, but also | out in strong and striking relief from all its
in the natural life. | predecessors. It i remarkable, politically,
Bat what does Church History say with re-; religiously and socidlly. It has made vast
spect to this Progress? oes it tell us of | strides in science, literature and political eco~
uniform or accelerated motion in a directline , nomy. Discovery anil invention are literally
or of a motion neither direct nor uniform? an every day oecurrence, Extreme wealth
We certainly think that its testimony is whol- | and extreme poverty are in as close juxta po-
ly in favour of the latter. Thus, for example, | sition, yet stand out in as striking contrast, ag
it records a season of great vitality, and short- | in the Hays of Crassus. Kingdoma rise and
1y after a period of deadness. Now we read, full like nine pins. Constitutions grow up,
of a time of much spirituality, followed by one, and perish (ke mushrooms. Revolution has
of cold formalism. At one period, the Church | hecoie chronic everywhere, except in Great
is diligently * strengthening her stakes, and | Britain. State measures which formerly would
lengthening her cords,” but by and bye, she ; have marked an epoch in a century, are calm-
grows weary, and falls back jato a stateof ly chronicled in the newspaper, and neither
apathy and listlessness. Shortly after, she , surprise nor attract any very extraordinary
seems to tread closely, for a time, in the foot- | attention. Russia, which has long been re-
steps of her great Captain and Head, but for- | garded as a stereotyped despotism, unchange-
sakes Him too soon, to pursue her own wil- | able and unassailable as her own snows, 18
fal and wayward course through the wilder- | convulsed by a smouldering rebellion, arising
ness, Then,.upon the whole, has the Church | out of the emancipation of twenty millions «f
sained nothing during the comse of ages? or | slaves, by the Hial of the Antecrat. Tweniy mil-
‘(to come near home):bas the Church of Scot- | lions of human beings, of the same ruce, col-
Jland gained nothing*for the last two or three | our and lineage as ourselves, rease to be chat-
-centuries ? Compare‘for example, the Church | tels, personal property. part and parcel of the
of the Prescny with the Church of the Cove- land whichtheytii). ‘They are now their own.
nant, and how must we strike the balance?— , Why, such a measure in any preceding centu-
in favour of the Past or the Present ? ryv, would have given a name to it, and for all
We know ‘that the representatives of the 1ime, would, like the Ref rmation or Revolu-
two classes: we have already iudicated, will , tion, have heen written in capital letters. 1In
“find no- difficulty in coming to a decision. | the present age, it is all but lost amidst the
Hundreds look back with pride tothe days of . evowd of equally great and stirring eventa.
a Knox, a Melville, and & Rutherford, but [France has changed her dynasty, fortunarely
their pride is_changed to- humiliation and without much bloodshed, and has waged or is
regret, when they turn to the present, be. -waging great and decisive wars agdinst Rus-
causs they believe that the. glory of those]sia, Austria, Algiers and Mexico. She has
days is departed. Others again-have their, passed throngh all wrades of government, and
minds made up for a different decision, and . ended in a thorough and successful despotism
see in the days of a Caird.-a-McLeod, and a|-—under a wise and prescient despor.” Aus-

Cumming, the most abundant and satisfac'o-
ry proof that the Kirk of Scotland has not
been -stationery, but has grown with the,
growth-of centuries, and improved with the.
lapse «of years. Perhaps wa may find the
Truth between the extremes. Tt js possible
that while the Church has gdined much, she
has also lost something really nobie—that
duting her advancement towards maturity,

she has thrown aside some of those(Christian

tria is going to the wall, and is beginuning to
.make concessions, as she is falling to picces.
The dream of Italian unity is being realized,
_partinlly beclouded by much intrigue and bad
‘government. Rome trembles, but keeps her
feet, bayed at by the thousands she has long
imposed on and oppressed, but protected, flat-
tei{;ed, threatened, courted, reverenced and
robbed by the third Napoleon, Spain has
stscnout of the ashes of bankruptey, and from
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amilst the throes of anarchy, and is recover- |
ing some of her ol strength, withaut casting
away any of ber bigotry or perseeuting spirit,
Prussia shakes her fist'in the face of her sov-
ereign, who stands with his back to the wall,
and hix vizor down, a sword in ene hand and
Aconstitutioninthe other. Germanwis amidst
tier books, giving forth, amidst elouds of phil-
oxophic smoke, iier learned dogmas on every-
thing possible and impossible, in heaven and
earth, the chosen Utopia of Christendowm, the l
store-house of human learning, ‘from .which '
come forth theories and views, problems and
speculations on subjects, the iighest and the
meanest, suited for every palate, and in snp.
portof every opinion.  Briain, keen and am- |
hitous, compromising, vet proud, sits queen !
among tie nations, her domain wider and
more consolidated than ever, She has prov-
ed her prowess at Alwa and Inkerman, and
still mare lately on a hundred fields in India,
vietor everywlere, and bringirg back by the
throat, a rebellious dependency, ten times her ,
size, and nearly ten times Der population. |
‘The States of America, North and South, ave |
tearing each other like the wild beasts of the i
desert, their countiy a huge modern amph- '
theatre, having fur ‘spectators, an astonished
world.  Gold is drawn from its secret recess- |
<4, in quantities such as Soiomon or Creesus, f
in their aildest dreams, never thought of, con- i
verging in tons to the mighty centre of indus- |
U and wealth, the Bunk of Eagland. i

Ships plough the ocean, approaching in
size, that, which finally stranded on Mount !
Ararat, hastening on their course, with the |
speed of the race horse, and never tiring. !

Now-a-days, steam not only weaves the
shirt we wear, but ploughs our field, grirds
our corn, and, we believe, were it thought
worth while, could be made to blow our nese,
witk ail possible grace - and delicacy. The,
datlor and seamstress throw aside their needle .
and putting their garment in a machine, bring |
it forth in a few minutes, stitched with « beuu.
Ay und regularity which no human fingers
«<ould rival.  Artand ingenuity are working
sondersy by the atd of science, almost equal
to-the traditionary miiacles of the genii of ol- .
«en time, Nay, greater fur. The poets re-
present the Cyelops furging thunderbolts with
Mount Etna for a furnace, but we question, if
even their imagination ever armed them with |
a hammerawenty tons in weight, and wiclded |
with the strength of a thousand Titans.

We can make the sun draw pictures, more
faithful and beguiiful than those of Apelles,
and turn them off by thousands in a duy.

if we had space, we might ge on enumera-
ting, but we must stop.  Would, that these
activities always abted in so beneficial orharm- |
less a way, DBut the intellectual daring of
man is equal to that of the fabled Promethe-
us.  We would scale heaven itself in our.fol-
ly, and some of us would even seck to téhgch
the Most High Wisdom, or even call him to
sccoudt for his doings, or boldly question kis
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infallibility. Is it a characteristic of the ags.
that genius should cease to be humble and re.
verential, that the faith which satisfied a New-
ton, should e insufficient for a Colenso ? 0
tempora! O mores! we might well ery ou
with far better reason than Cicero. Religion
now.a-days is a queer medley. We fear
that in many quarters, it has ceased to be sv.
nonymous with holiness of keart and life, with
" smble, undoubting, childlike faith. Oune
party would dress it out in forms and
gew-gaws, and torture it into turnings and
genuflexions ; another would strip it bare
and depfive it even of a temple.  What have
we here? A book, written by a bishop, and
given to the world, for its instruction and en.
lightenwent.  Let us open it and read the
pre face,setting forth the history of the author's
wind, as his apology for endeavouring to de-
stroy Christianity in the world. T'he book is
the famous, or rather notorious work of Bish-
op Colenso.  What does this ook teach ? to
disbelisve all that we have held sacred, to con-
sider thie historical baoks of the.Bible, in the
same light as we do the lliad of Homer, the
work, not of Moses, but of some one who lir-
ed three or four hundred years later, taking
the popular traditions of his nation, as the
ground work of his story. ‘The bishop tells
us we must reject the history of the Creation
and the Fall as a silly fable, the fiood as an im-
possibility, the number of the children of Israel
in the wilderness as a nuerile ahsurdity.: We
coufess we took up this book, with something
like fear, lest we might meet something to
stagger our faith.  We read and read, and at
Last laid it down with pity for its poor author
and devout thankfulness that it had dissipated
any shade of doubt that might have heen Ln-
gering in our mind.  Weare too. near the end
of our communication, to enter into any ana-
Issis of it, but we may simply mention that he
takes up detached parts in no regular order,
and does his best, with all the gpirit of a gpe-

ot

i cial pleader, to make out his case. There is

no appearance of one seekirg for the truth,
with an humble and reverential-spirit, but ra-
ther with the utmest dogmatism and arro-
gance. Hu wonld have a Bible fact proved
with all the rigid.severity of a mathematical
formula, calling in:the-aid of probalities, only
when they can be-used against it. Ile com-
mences, for example, with the family of Ju-
dab, in order toeshow the impossibility and
incredibility of the-Seripture narrative, Judah
was 42 years old, when he went down with
Jacob into Bgypt.  Judah marnies a wife—
has children, the wife of oneof these deceives
Judah, and bears him twins ; one of these

awins Zrows to maturity, and bas two sons,
“and all this happens before.Judah goes down

with Jacob to igypt.  And this, Bishop Co-
lenso prenounces monstrous and ineredible.
Any one who takes the trouble to read the
Scripture account, will at once see the deli-
herate perversion of the passage by the critie,
for Moses in the verses is stating simply the



2 {amily of Judah, who they were, and mentions
s among them Er and Onan, who certainly did
not go down with Jacob,.as they died before
that event, and it is equally evident, though
not expressly stated, that the sons of Pharez
were not boui till after the setdement in
Egrpt.  We believe this wicked book will do
good ; though written against the truth, it
will work for the truth.  But this letter is al-
ready too long. If you think, Mr. Editor, it
bworth a place in your excellent journal, I shall
Bhe pleased ; if it does not come up to the
mark, 1 shall be pleased, for then I shall
set something bhetter than I have given.
Meantime I remain, Bera.

O ———e

id ddress by the Rev. Dr. Brooke, of
Fredericton’ N. B.

We have much pleasure in placing before
our readers, the following graceful and appro-
priate address to his people, by the ! ev, Dr.
% B-ooke, on the completion of the twentieth
year of us pastorate. The imple fact stated
in the note, is in itself a siriking sermon, and
¥ taken in connection with the satisfactory con-
dition of the congregation, is creditable alike
E to pastor and people, and must be a source of
£ much comfort and gratification to both :—

MaxNsE, FREDERICTON, 2

IN NOVA 8COTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

12th Feb., 1863.
¥ My Dear Mr. CosTLEY,

T have often wished to send you some com-
municatior for the Record, but have always
put i off, for want of something that might
be generally interesting to your readers. [
B do not know if I have such a thing to send
vou now, bat, as it is, vou are welcome to ir.

On the 1st of this present month, (Febru-
ary), I had completed the period of twenty
years, as minister,ju my present charge. Af-
ter preaching from the text, Acts xx. 26, 27,
« Ltake you:tv record this day,” at the close
of the sermon, T addressed.the congregation,
pretty nearly as follows. Several persons,

print, and, in compliance with their request, I
now send it te you for insertionin'the Record.
Yours, &e., . -

Joux M. Broogz,

DEAR BRETHREN,

The rzcurrence of this day, in a very pecu-
Jiar manner, calls upon you and me, to serious
enquiry, as to the effects of that connexion,
¢t that has now 50 long existed between us.

It is this day exactly twenty years, since 1
% entered upon my duties, as pastor of this con-
[ gregation.  This must be regarded as a very
' large portion of the brief span of man’s life
upon earth,.and, being what may be called the

ing God ?
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middle stage, it may be considered the mast
important.

Ttis very far from being in a spirit of hoasting
that, at this period of my ministry T say, that,
though conscivus of much weakness and ime
verfection, 1 have, neveriheless, to the best of
my ability, preached the truth to you: and 1
trust that in every doctrine that 1 have taught,
in every warning J have uttered, in every ine
vitation I have addressed to yov, you have
seen enough to convinee you that my utler-
ances have been those of a man in earnesr,
and of 2 man who felt the solemn responsibi-
lity of the work in which he was engaged.

‘The theme of my ministrations to you has
been, as vou all know, a free salvation through
faith in the atoning blood of Christ, to every
one who will receive it, avoiding the inconsis-
tencies of Arminianism, on the one hand, and
those of Antinomianism, on the other ; keep-
ing before your minds, from Sabbath to Sab-
bath, that, though salvation is altogether a
work of grace, it.calls every one who receives
it to a life of holy obedience. :

1 desire to keep in mind that J must give
an account of my stewardship, at the great
day of reckoning; and suffer me to remind
vou, that you also must give an account of
the use you have made of the means of groce
which, during these twenty years, you lave
enjoyed without interruption.

Outwardly, as a congregation, we have
prospered, more especially within the last
twelve or thirteen years. The number of
communicants, notwithstanding that many
have been struck off the Roll, some in conse-
quenes of death, and some bhecause of their
removal to another place of residence, is now
much more than double what it was, when T
first came among you, anG our pews, insteal
of being little more than half-filled, are now
generalty occapied.  ‘The attendance upon the
means of grace, too, I think, upon the whole,
has improved, although in this respect, there
is stiil much to be desired. Ihave much cause
to express my gratitude for those instances of’
persoual kindness aud attention, which I have
received from almost every individual in the
cungregation.

But the great quesiion siill remains to be
settled.  How has the grand business of the

have expressed a wish to see-this address in ["Christian_ministry besd advauncing all this

while? Who among you, during the twenty
vears thatare past, have been enabled through
grace, to turn from- sin unto God? Who

1 Rave been quickened in the divine life? Who

are they that remain still unmoygd and nuim-
pressed, by ail the urgencies of the Gospel
message, and all the tenderness of a beseech.
And who—most deplorable of il !
—have been more and more given up to the
depravity of a heart hardened through the de-
ceitfulness-ot sin ?

I bless God that I have it in my power to
say,.and I do it with deep thankfulness, ihat
my labours have not been altogether uncheer-
ed by success. It has pleased the Great Head
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of the’Church, ¢ who walketh in the midst of
the seven golden candlesticks, and holdeth
the stars in his right hand,” to give me to be-
hold some fruits of my ministey. Still, it is
to be teared that not a few, to whom for many
years, I have addressed the message of the
gaapel, have not yet made the greut transition
from nature’s darkness to God's marvellous
light ; and some, [ am afraid, while time has
‘een Tushing on, and companions and friends
have been falling around them, bave become
more and more estranged from Ged, and'mcre
given up to the practices of a * world lying in
wickedness,”

‘When I look back across the lapse of the
‘twetlty 'vears that are pust, what varied emo-
tions arise in my mind’l How many scenes
of joy and sorrow have I been called to wit-
ness amongst you! and what a variety of
churacter has passed under my notice By
‘wany a sick-bed. have I ministerel, and many
of your relatives and friends, haveTseen con-
signed to the grave. When I look around
this congregation, to~day, I miss many of the
*¢ old fansiliar faces” of those who first welcom-
ed me, when 7T came, a stranger amongst you,
and cheered me by a‘constant attendance’ on

my ministry, Their piaces are now vacantin Christ, that great Shepherd of the ghee
 through the blood cf the everlasting covenan,

tire House of‘God, and their dust is moulder-
ing in the grave-yard, hard by.
Could we draw aside the veil that shrouds the
secrets of the future from our view, and behold
® the scenes that shall be unfolded during the
twenty years that are to come ; could we open
that book in shich is recorded that which shall
be, how many unexpected things should we
find written therein?  We may not open that
Book. It is sealed even as with seven seals ;
and it is in mercy that it is so. For many a
heart would break, and many a soul be bowed
down to the very earth, could the unseen fu-
ture be now exposed to them. But weknow
this, that * the-day shall declare it.” Another
page of that'future is unrolled, every day that
passes -over our heads. Aund, when other
twenty years shall have passed away, what
shall meet the eye of those amongst us, who
may be spared to behold that peried?  They
may enter this house of ‘prayer, but many of
us will not ‘be found here. Another may
stand in the place which I now occupy, and
others mayfill those pews where you now sit.
Qur friends who would finrd us then, must
seek for us in the grave-yard, and read our
names upon the tomb-stone.

The future is not ours, and we have no right
to count upln a single day of it, but the pre-
sent is ours, and we ought to improve it.
Let those, then, who have received the Lord:
Jesus, walkiin him yet more stedfastly. Let
those who-are “ almost Christians,” become
altogether ‘so. Let those who are “halting
between two opinions, choose this day :whom
they will serve.” Let those who havesettled
down into callous indifference, or ‘reckless
abandonment, turn now from their evil ways,
and begin, in good-earnest, to ¢ prepare to

L
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meet their God ;" et them,'while merciful
spared “in the land of the lving, and in th
place of hope,” *“week the Lord, while N4
1s to be found, and call upon Him while H,
is near.” Let us all endeavour, relying u
on promised grace, to begin now to live
that if God should be pleased to spave usy
witness the close of other twenty years, o
retrospect of what is past shall bring us w
bitter regret for misspent time, ané neglects
opportunities, and a life given up to worldl;
ness and sin.
And should we be called hence, as many of
‘usdoubtless shall be, before other twenty yean{$3
-shall have rolled away, let us seek now, t
“he found in Cnrist, not having ovr ow
'righteousness which is of the law, but thy
righteousness which is by faith;” so the
“ when the earthly house of this tabernacl
shall be dissolved, we may have a building o'
Gad, an house not made with hands, eterns:
in the heavens.” Thus, * whether we live, w
thall live unto the Lord, or whether we diefs
we shall die unto the Lord, so that, living ¢
dying, we shall be the Lord’s.”

Antl “now may the God of peace,
hrought again from the dead, our Lord Jesu

make you perfect in every good work, to d 2
His will, working in you that witich is wel
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, !

whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

0
Progress of Madagascar.

Mosr of cur readers are aware that the i+ 38
land of Madagasear is one of the largest, mos§
fertile and beautiful in the world. Tt is site}§
ated near the equator, but its great mountairj
ranges give it in many places a delightful
temperature, so that it may be said to posses
a climate superior to many European coun
tries. Extending more than a thousand miles
in length, by from three to four hundred in
breadth it affords a wide field, both for moral,
religious and physical culture. Till lately, it
was under the rule of a female despot, noteri.
ous for her ferocity, her idolatrous superstiti.
on and her innumerable cruelties. Her son
and successor protnises to be a sovereign of}

a very different character. Fully cognizant of &

the advantages of 'modern civilization, and {2

convinced of the absurdities and abominations ‘
of the pagan rites and customs of his country, 3
he is labouring earnestly and with great judg- ¥
ment to introduce a better state of things.
Anxious that his people should be enlighten-

ed, he has not only protected, but-encouraged

perfect freedom of istercourse with all nati-
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dans.  To missionavies, whether Protestant or
#Catholic, he has been especially attentive,—
has himsell embraced Christianity, and is
most anxious that his subjects should embrace
it also,” We know of no more inviting field
for missionary eyterprise, and it is grati-
fying to find that the opening is being taken
advantage of, by more than one of the great
Missionary Societies of Great Briwain,

most interesting aceount of a mission to the
sovereign of Madagaecar, which sailed lutely
from the Mauritus. Jts great length pre-
vents us from giving more thau a very mea-
gre outline :—

In July last s Exceijency the Governor
of Mauritius, under instructions from the
home Government, dispatched a mission to
Anatananarive, the capitul of Madagasear,
for the purpoze of conveviug an autowraph
letter and presents from er Majesty @neen
Victoria to his Majesty Hadama [L, King of
Yadagasear. The letter ontained egpres-
sjons of friendship and goodwill from her
Majesty rowards the King and his people
ypon the occasion of his eoronation 5 and the

We find in the Jlustrated London News,a .

gy

with thie exception that, after leaving-the dis-
trict of the traveller's palm, the walls.ave built
of cucoa leaves flattened out, or of large rush-
es (papyrus) skewerod together, which is but
a very poov sheiter, and the roofs are cover-
ed with coarse grass,  The vecon walls. were
converted into pateut knife-cleaners. by the
mess-servants rununing the knives through
and back three oy. four times. Ay Ambos-
dingavo, the entranee to the Hava country,

| the hogses assume the characteristies of thuse

at the capital—namiely, high pitched roofs
“thatched with papyrus, and the two_wooden
gables carried up about 6 ft. beyond the an-
gle of the ridge, where they eross, and termi-
nating in points, on each of which is fixed a
small wooden bird with its wings extended,
the effect of which is very pleasing, ‘The
walls of some of the houses are of upright
plank about 2 in. thick and 6 in. or 8. in. wide,
grooved on each edge to allow of a thin suip
of wood to enter, and so connect them, leay-
ing an opening between the planks of about
an inch,  These planks are further connected
by two ar three strips of wood shout 14 in.
wide and } in. thick, which pass through
them art intervals in their. heights of. about 53
M oor 4 ft. These pieces, are kept to the
planks by means of, small wedges of wood.
" ‘T'he floovs of these houses are of earth cover-

presents which were sent in token thereof | ed with the universal mats;. of others the
consisted of a large-sized, handsomely-bound  walls ave built of stiff clay, about 18.in. thick,
Bible; a full-length portrait of her Mujesty, very neatly finished, and Have a very trim ef-
_in a richly-gilt frame; a complete suit of , fect. These have generally, ove window and

" Field Marshal's uniforni ; a highly-ornament-
ed rifle, by Wilkinson; a erimson silk um-
brella, with earved ivory handle; acomplete

" ene door below. and a small window. in the
i gable above. Glass is an unknown luxury,
.except in the palace and some of the best

set of the newest instruments for a band of , houses in Antananarivo, After leaving Re-
twenty-five performers; a very handsome  forono, five days from the capital, the great
ailver-gilt tankard aud six gohlets to match, | forest of Analamasoatra is entered, and here
with sporting figures embossed upon them ;; the mission were overtaken by heavy rains.
and a crimson velvet mantle, richly embroid-"~ which rendered the clag-soil on the steep and
ered in gold, for her Majesty Rabodo, Queen | pugged sides of the mountains so slippery
of Madagascar, | that it became almpst impossible for either
The letter of her Majesty was entrusted to., the marmites or the travellers to keep their
Major-General Johnstane for personal pre- | feet, and palanquins had to be deserted to-
sentation.  On his Lordship the Bishop was | wards the end of the day by even the oldest
imposed the pleasing duty of deljvering the ! and least active of the party. The hollows
Word of Gad, and upon Inspectqr-General | at the same tise hecame either pools of wager
Anson devolved the remaining duty of pre- ; or mud, more or less deep.  This part of the
senting the more solid tokens of friendship ; jpurney was very fatiguing. Fortunately,
and good will to his Majesty and his Queen. , none of the party suffered much in conse-
‘The members of the mission wese further di- | quence, although this is considered one af the
rected to place themselves at the disposal of | fever distiicts., The sgenery.on the river from
his Majesty to assist in deing honour, as re-, Andovoranto. to Maromby is exceedingly
rresenmtives of the British nation, (should | pretty, and the same mgy %e said of that of
iis Majesty desire it) at his approaching co- | the vest of the raute; some the views, as from
renation, Mounts Ifody and Augarvo, are very fine.
The capital is situated about 5000 ft. above | Tnere are also some very pretty bits at the
the level of the sea; but a member of the | crossings of some of the rivers. The tawn
mission was so impressed with the continual | of Ambatomanga from a distance, with its
descents, that at last he expressed his convic- | monumental, rock, forms a very picturesque
tion that he had arrived at a point below the l object.
level of the sea. The villages between An- ; Oaq Saturday, 16th, the mission were enter-
dovoranto and Abordingavo (two days from | tained at dinner at three o’clock by the King;
the capital) are all similar, and equally {f not but it is customary on such occasious for the
more wretched, than those ajready descriped, | King to order one ofhis high offigets (o give
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the dinner, -at which the

Chief, who is brother of the Prime Minister.

‘THey are the richest and most inflnentiol fam- |

ity, although not of noble blood. in Mudagas-

car.  ‘The Commander in-Chicfis a very gens
. . . ~ N
tlemanly, intelligent, and good man, and one

in whom the King places great reliance.  ‘The

: .
dinner was very hangisomely arvanged, the pe-
culiarity of it being the great number of .

t

viands, cach of which wag removed in turn
from "1e table and carved and handed reund.
There were alzo handed round at least n do-
zen differest descriptions of a sort of mild
curry with riee. There were about thirty-
fuur persons, prineipally ladies and gentlemen
of the Court, who sat donn to tue table,
which was an urusaally bread one.  After

dinner the room was cieared aud Cancing '

commenced, and about ten o'cieek pelidng
and walizing,” guadiilles, laneers, &e., cance

to anend, and e party broke up. The roam

was a fine large one, ernamented with smal)
Jouking-glasses about 6 in. be 10 in. in it
frames, placed side by side all round, or form-
ing ornamental patterns on thye eciling, &e., |
and rovud the arches of a gailery whici: ran !
round the upper part. “The efieet was good,
and considerable taste had been dizpiayed in
the arangement. From the eentre of the
room was suspended @ handsome glass chan-
dalier,

On Mouduy, the 18th, the presents having
ail arrived, the presentation of them took
place at one o'clock, by Capt. Anson, who
had unpacked and tastefully arranged them !
in the Silver Palace, ready'for his Majesty’s
inspyetion early in thedmorning,  T'he King,
being fond of music, was much pleased with
the band instruments. The bealths of the !
King und Queen Victoria were drunk out ofi
the gobiets which formed part of the presents.
Queen Rabodo also seenred gracificd (when
the mantle wus presented to her) that she had
heen remembered. At two o’clock the Brit-
ish Consul—who had arrived the day previ-
ous—wax introduceil to his Majesty, in com-
any with Dr. Mavence, a French ereole, of
fauritius.  The Cousul delivered his cre-
dentials and made a speech to the King, by
whien it appeared that ke was anxious to
prove that he had not quarrelled with the
French Consul, and that he was.not going to
fight him. During the stay of the mission at
the capital, besides the members of the Frenen,
mission, there were present several Europe:
aus, for the purpose uf endearoring to obtain
concessions of land from the King. One of
these, formerly a Frenchrplanter at Mauritius;
named Lambert, had been to Rurope to en-
deavor to organize a Madagascar company,
but failed. As he appeared to entertainfmo-
napolist ideas and to have no notions ot free
trade, probably it is as well he did n#t suc-
seed. 'This individual had assumed“t® him-
aelf the title of the Duke of Imerina, and had

THLC MOXTHLY RECORD OF TiiE cuuncn or #CUTLAND
King himself does! skilfully managed to obtain the signature

not attend. The dinner was given on this' the King to a letter which he employed so s
oceasion-at the house of the Commander-in- | to lead to the supposition that he was ncere

{eiety, and also a private friend and confiday
§ of King Radama, who, therg is no doubt, i«

' lent

.

jeet to the rule of King Radama. These

the Courts of Europe. It is to bé hoped th:]
no purses have heen lightened in \Enrope i;
connection with this man’s absurd schemes,

Iu contrast to such men there is, howeve;
at present at Antananarive a remarkable may
well known tn conneetinn with the the his
ry of Madagascar, the Rev. Mr. Ellis, whoj
now the head of the London Misslonary .

dited by King Rutdama 1. as Ambassador xrj

rives great advantages from having 80 exed
and able a friend so close nt hand.  Iti
from this gentleman>that the King receive
daily Tessous inthe English language, and b
Majesty Kindiv permitted some of the,mew.
hers of the mission to he present on some o
these cecasions, when he read very fairly eyl
of the New Testament, commenting exten
sively and with great acuteness as he wen
on. My, Ellis had also a service every Sun
dwy afiernoon for the King ard his Court o
three o’clock, at which the mission and othe
Yuglish residents in the capital usually at
terded.  The number of professing Chuis.
tians is daily on the inerease ; and at one of
the churches aloue on one oceasion at which
the mission were present there wis a congre.
gution of 800 people.

The Awmericans, it is understood, are abou:
to send a party of missionaries to Madagas.
car.  Shortly before the coronation an inter.
esiing event took place—namely the recep.
tion of the chiefs cf the Sacalanes, a warlike
tribe who had not hitherto been entirely sub.
chiefs were well received by the King, and ap.
peared much pleased with their reception,
They paid their * Hasena,” and otherwise ae.
knowiedged their subjection to the King in
the customary manner. Their followers then
danced some of their nalive warlike dances
before the King with their muskets (which’
were beautifully kept and in strong contrass
to thase of the King’s army)-in their hands,

‘The King houored the mission by dining
with them on two néeasinns, He is:aman of
luw stature, very active, and has great powers
of endurance. Quick dnd excitable, but very
intelligent ; “full ot humour; kind-hearted,
goodnatured-to a fault. His boast is that he
has neverallowed any one to be put to death
during his reign. During his mother’s reign
the greater part of his time was occupied in
trying to prevent her cruelties, in which he
was-aided by a number of swarn followers,
called “ Menamaso,” or Red Eyes, from their
unever being supposed to sleep. These men
now form his confidential fiiends, and act 23
a sort of Court detective force. There are
some exccllent and good men amongst them,

[ B ]
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Meeting of Halifax Presbytery.

AN ordinary meeting of this Presbytery
as held on the 5th of February, in the base-
ent of St. Matthew’s Church. In the tem-
rary absence of the Moderator, the Court
as opened with prayer, by the Rev. Mr.
artin. During devotional exercises, the

v. Mr. Stewart arrived, and took the chair

ordingly. Sederunt, Rev. G. W. Stewart,
oderator ; Rev. Messrs. Martin, Scott and
oyd, Ministers ; and Mr. John Taylor, El-
er.

A commission from St. Maithew’s session
as handed in by Rev. Mr. Scott, in favor of

r. John Watt, electing him representative
\der for the next half year, was read and
stained by the Couct, and his name ordered
be added to the roll,

The minutes-oftlast ordinary meeting were
ead and sustained as correct.

Mr. Martin reported that, on account of
iling health, he was sorry that he had been
ble to. but little ministerial duty since last
eeling. »
Mr. Stewart reported that he had fulfiiled
il Presbyterial appointments. He then re-

ived his appointments for duty in. Musquo-
oboit and ‘Lruro, up till the next ordinary
eeting of Presbytery.

Mr. Boyd (the Clerk) reported:that, as di--
cted by Presbytery, he had transmitted the-
ruro petitionsto the Colonial Committee. He
ead a copy of his letter to the: Committee,

hich accompanied it.  Also produced a let-
er rom Mr. Laurie, the Secretary, in reply,
tating that a copy of the Title deed wonld he
alled for by the Colonial Committee, before
onsidering the petition ;—the terms of which

e had intimated to Rev. Me. Scewart.
Whereupon, Mr. Stewart laid on the table;. a.
copy of the-aforesaid deed, which being read;
as ordered: to be transmitted to the Colonial
ommittee, .

Mpr, Stewart reported that he had received,
for missionary services, from Musquodoboit,
the sumn of £30, from" Bruro, £15, from the
Halifax Mission Association; £26, making in
all £70. The Clerk was oidered to furnish
him with the necessary certificate, for drawing
the balance of his salary from:the Colonial:
Committee, for his seveuth half year: It was.
gratifying to the Presbytery,and creditableto:
the Missionary, Mr. Stewart, that he was now
drawing, as the balance of his salary.from the
Celonial Committee, but £19:sterling:.

Mr. Boyd craved three months leave of ab.
sence, as he felt that his constitution required
some brief relaxation from-public duty, and
respectfully solicited the Presbytery to grant
his congregation pulpit supplies for the Sah-
bath forenoons during his contemplated ah-
sence. Mr.l'aylor, representative Llder from-
8¢. Andrew’s Church, cordially joined in the
request.on behalf of Mr Boyd; and: especially:

_next. Closed with prayer.

7l
in craving supplies for St. Andrew's pulpit.
On consideration, the Presbytery unanimous-
ly agree to grant the leave craved j—and they
further promise such supplies as they can.
give; which would be made a-matter of ar-
rangement with Mr. Boyd.

The session records were ordered to be
produced at next ordinary meeting,~—which.
was appointed for the first Thursday ?f Rlay

X .
!

—————

WE understand that the Colonial Commit-
tee of the Church of Scotland have received
the Rev. Mr. McKay with the greatest kind-
ness, and evinced the greatest possible inter-
est in the object of his mission, and are not
only willing, but anxious to render him.ali the
assistance n their power. With the present
meagre information at our command, it would
be premature and injudicious in us to express
any opinion as to the prospects or extent of
final success, hut of one thing we may rest
assured,.that every effort will be made by our
delegate,.and that these efforts will be secon-
ded and assisted with the whole influence of
the Colonial Committee. We hope to. have-
good news to communicate to our vacant con-
gregations, soon,

Presentations.

Ox MonDay, the 23rd February,.the mem-
bers of &t. Andrew’s Church congregation, at
New Glasgow, presented their worthy: clergy-
man, Rev.'d A. Pollok, with a handsome
sleigh and furs, in token of respedt for his
person, and their high appreciation of his mi-
nisterial:services,

Tie Rev. Winniaa:MceMiLraN begs, with
heartiest thanks, to acknowledge the- receipt,
per Me. McKay, of asplendid sett of new
harness, from the ladies-of the- West Branch
River-John congregation: a present intrinsi-
cally valuable and useful, but the more highly
appreciated, when it comes, as this does, ax .
an expression of sympathy with: him.in his
recent loss by fire.. 'This is Mot the first sub-.
stantial expression of their good will, they
have-shown him since he came to labor among
them, for which he owes them his best thanks.
"They. have done and are doing much to help
-aud encourage him in his arduous: duties, by
‘thér hearty co-operation, and such acknow-
ledgement of his earnest:and heart-given ser-
vices cannot fail to strengthen the honds that
‘unite them; by stimulating him to greater zeal
and making them more susceptible of receiv-

ing.good impressions from his ministrations.
This7ton. hg receives as a token that his la-
bours:among them have not been.in. vaine—
LictowsColoniul Standuvd.

B ¢ S e .
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MISCELLANEOUS.

Tug Rev. Mr, Dykes has been appointed
by the Crown to the first charge of Ayr parish.

Tre Jate My Forbes of Brendie has be-
queatied £509 in aid of the funds of the Scot-
tigh Lipiscopal Church Society,

Tiiz Rev, IL Stirling has imimated his re-
solution to demtit the pastorate of U. P, Chureh,
Dunning, in a short time, as be imends to go
abroad.” :

Tg ladies of the Indian and Jewish 3 sso-
ciations have to acknowledsze with thankfui-
uess the receipt of legacies from the late Miss
Davidson, of Yorrest “Sireet, Edinburgh,
namely, of £609 to the Tndian and £150 10
the Jewish Society.

Caritcarr Youne Mex's-CHRISTIAN As.
s0cIaTION.—On Wednesday evening the fisst
Jeetnre in connection with this assocation was
delivered by the Reve. Di. Smith of (,.uhc«:t,
in the Purish School-Room, to a lurge and
regpectable andience.  The learned Doctor
chase for his subject—- The Kvidences of
Christinaity ;7 which was handled in such a
manner as reflected the highest credit on the
lecturer. Tae lecture was fs requentiy aind de-
servediy applauded, and was
hn‘oa-'hou\. withy ti:c most mark

Tur Jews o RoMe.-—1Whae, then, is the
nregent condition of the Jews in Rome? It
1~ shameful, intolerant and unchristiin. A han
is upon thess poor children of Israsl, which is
.i.-mor lizing to them and unworthy of tie

cntury and of the Chweh, Trey ave brand-
cd withh wnmmm, opprmwd b\ i 'lJ'l!sl Laxes,
eachuded fram honourabte professions wnd
1randes, and reduced to poverty by faws which
helong w barbarous agee, Shut up ia their

thetio, and foreed o earn a misershle liveli-
Lood by the meanest traffie, they are then

~(~orm..l a fiithy and dishonest penpie.

od attention.

Torbidden to raise llu-u...t-'«i tie Churels that ¢

ey
L

has crushied them under its decress poinis at
them the finger of scorn because they eveep
and.crawl bencath their burdens. The favors
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granted thenrare hypocritical and \'monar\-#
the injuries alone ave real -—foba di Rome;
by W. V. Story.

A NEw Protestant Church has been recent-
Jy opened at Iavre. The ceremony*was the
more remarkable from the character of the
congrezation, which was composed of various
sects of Christians. Al the authorities of the
town and of the 2rrondissement were present.|
A sermon was preached by each of the twe
pasiors of the community, ‘of swhich the snb.
Jjeet was Liberty of Conscience. A collection
was then made for the unemploved operatives
of the town, which produced 1H§0f.

Tng lHouse of PrErs.—-YWe find from
#Who's Who in 1863" that the Hmm: of 1
Peers at present, cousists of 1 Prince. 2 Royak
Dukes, SAuhmslmps, )])ukec 30 \hxquzsn
es. 161 Earis, 20 Viscousts, 27 Bishops, and:
159 Barons, making a total of 436 members,.
as the nresent Bishop of Bath and Wells sits
in the lHouse also as Baron Auckland., In
addition, there are 19 Peers who are minors,
and await their coming of age to take thelr
seats in the House. The ]’m.ns of ‘Sco;‘l'md
aml lxu.uu}, who are not Yeers of Parlia-
ment, namber 114, of whom f{ive are minors.
There are 14 ]'c:.ros%s in their own right.
The members of the Privy Council in Eu--
gland and Ireland are 220. 'Fhese are 8521
Bavonets, 479 Civil or Mi! stary I\m"h{s, and |
112 Noblemen and Baronets, who are also
Knights of the various Orders of Knigh
hood. There are 735 Companions of the <
Order of the Bath, 7 Field Marshals in the -
Army, 506 Generals, 380 Generals in the In- o
dun Army, 326 Admirals, and 157 Queen's
Connse] and Sergeants-at-law.

!
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\\ ¢ are willing to allow ngents a comnission .
to the extent of for\mmnw six copies for the .
price of five; or we wiil send ten copies for &
dollars. h'm,lc copics, 3s. 1 1-2d.

ANl communications inteaded {21 publication '
to be cddressed 1o John Cestiey, Pictou Acade- *
.cw. s an buginess 1o he sddressed to Mo

i ‘

}"uucd and published for tive proprictors, au
the first Saturday of cach month, by SiMox ii.
Jto1NFs, Steudard Ofiice, Pictou.

SCIIEMES OF

1862 1IOME

February.—Cash Bost Branch Tast River Congregation,
(s West Branch East River Cdigregation,
Ludies” Association, Saint Andres’s Church, New Gl lasgow;

Suint Andrew’s

Total,

1853

Cashi Reger's Uikl (,cugrq,wcn,

Fictow, Feby. 25, 1563:

YOUNG MEXN'S
Yebraary.—Cash Rev’d G. .. Grany, Prince Fdward Islandg,

THE CIHURCIH.

MI5SI0N. .
£117 6

11810

3 0 4

5 Chu arch Congregasion, New Glasgow, '2 12 6
i1 810

SCIEME.

29513 6

1 786
£ 1 0

V. Gorvox, Trecasurer. -



