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“Thou that Inbabitest the Praises
of Israel.”

BY LUCRETIA A. DES BRISAY.

« But Thou art holy, O Thou that inhabitest

the praises of Israel. Our fathers trusted in ‘

Thee ; they trusted, and Thou didst deliver
them, They cried unto Thee, and were deliv-
ered ; they trusted in Thee, and were not con-
founded.”—Psalm xxii. 3-5.

E1ERNAL Ok !—Almighty Lord !
How do we prize Thy words divine
The saving doctrines of Thy Word,—
How true they are, how bright they shine!

All praise to Thee we offer up,
Our joy supreme, Life of our life ;
Full of immortal, glorious hope,
We urge the bloodless, deathless strife.

But, dost Thou condescend to dwell
In the poor praises of our tongues?
0 Thou, the Hope of Israel,
Come, and inspire, and raise our songs.

But, ““ Thou art holy.” Oh ! canst Thou
Deign our weak offerings thus to prize?
From highest height, none bows so low

|
| Our ““cheerful songs ™ shall beautify
| The habitation of our King,

i Ethereal essence ! living Light !
| How far beneath Thy throne we lie,

The clouds Thou mak’st Thy chariot bright,
| On storm-winds rid’st along the sky.

| What incense can we bring too sweet

| To raise the walls of Thine abode?

‘“ Glorious the piace of Thy blest feet
To make?” Our God !—our fathers’ God !

| Our joyful songs shall rise and swell,
Till fillea with love, and lost in praise ;
Till in Thy temple we shall dwell
All the long round of endless days.

| Formed for Thy praise, we there shall stand

| As pallars in that temple high,

| While praise from all the ransomed band
Shall crown Thee through eternity.

Haurrax, N.S,

.-

The Sea of Galilee.

BY THE REV. D. G, SUTHERLAND, B.D., LL.B,
( London Conference.)

| TuE Sea of Galilee is about fourteen miles in

As Thou, the Lord of earth and skies ! | length, by from five to seven in width, Lying
| 650 feet below the level of the Mediterranean,

its climate and productions partake somewhat
| of a tropical character. On the western side,
a narrow plain of varying width separates the
green sloping hills from the water ; but on the
eastern side the brown hills rise more abruptly
from the shore, forming a bold front for the

Our fathers put their trust in Thee ;
Thou didst deliver; kind and strong ; [

Confounded never shall we be ; |
Thee we have proved and trusted long. 1

And now we render praises high,
These offerings for Thy temple bring ;
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table-land of Bashan beyond. Very beautiful
is this lake with its frinze of oleander and other
bushes, its grassy slopes, and wavy outline of
hills. After a swim in its waters, we sat upon
the shelving beach through the quiet evening
hours, talking about the strange events of which
it had been the scene, Here and there & duck
could be scen floati tionlees ; ionally
the plunge of a fish could be heard, and from
the boat slowly making its way down the lake,
came the low song of the rowers. We watched
the shadows d on the opposite hills,
and long after the stars were reflected in the
calm surface of the lake, we still lingered,
reluctant to break the charm of an hour so full
of interest.

Gathering a few oleander blossoms, we em-
barked once more on water whose mirror-like

surface gleamed brightly in the rays of the
morning sun. A light breeze springing up, we
hoisted our sail and sped merrily along. *‘I
wirh,” said the pastor of McCheyne Memorial
Church, Dundee, who sat by my side, *‘I wish
we could have a squall which, without putti

of an old deserted kham, that once resounded
to the voices of travellers, who formerly passed
in crowds along this road. Near by, too, is
the Fountain of the Fig, so called from the
large fig-tree whose roots are watered by the
stream that flows from the base of the cliff that
here juts out into the lake. This is cne of the
supposed sites of ancient Capernaum.
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us in danger, would give us some idea of the
storm that filled the hearts of the disciples
with fear.” [ll-omened wish! Scarcely were
the words spoken when the wind came fiercely
down the gorge we had just passed. It rapidly
increased E::trangth, until it raged and howled
about us furiously. Suddenly, crack went the
boom from its fastenings, a ripping sound was
heard, and our sail was rent again and again,
There was no h:? for it ; the fluttering rags
were hastily furled, and the heavy, clumsy oars
were put out, For tely we had reached
the shelter of a low point ; but even with this
advantage, it was only by ** toiling in rowing "
that we could gain the shore. Two men at
length jumped into the water with a line, and
thus towing and rowing, we came to our camp-
ing-place at Khan Minajeh.
We were closely followed by the second
boat ; but where was the last of the three?
With her sail torn and her oars broken and
useless, she had come to anchor off the mouth
‘of the gorge, where the full force of the gale
was spent upon her. It seemed as if nothing
could withstand it, and it is not surprising that
those on board were filled with fear, The boat
was leaky, the waves dashed over the sides,
and there was nothing to bail with but their
hats and boots. Quietly they sat in the bottom
of the boat, but to most of them it was a time
of solemn thought. At length, after two hours
of peril and anxiety, help came to them in the
shape of a long line, borne by two men floating
out on empty water jars. reely had the
landed when the wind ceased its n(gling as sud-
denly as it had arisen into fury ; an the party,
wet and weary, but thankful for their deliver-
ance, travelled the rest of the distance to the
camp on horseback.
Close to our camp were the crumbling walls
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W. H, WITHROW, D.D,, Editor,

Maxy of our friends, when renewing their
subscriptions for periodicals, write their orders
as follows :—* Please forward the periodicals
we are now taking for another term.” It then
devolves on us to go back on all the previous
orders that we have received from that parti-
cular person during the preceding term. This
is a matter of great difficulty, in consequence
of the number and size of our different lists.
Very often the order was received from a dif-
ferent person, and then it becomes a matter of
impossibility for us to recognize it at all, and
we have to write for the particulars, If our
friends would always repeat their order in full,
giving names and numbers of the periodicals
to be continued, and also the length of time we
are to continue them, they would save us a
considerable amount of time, and ensure cor-
rectness and promptness in having their orders
filled.
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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE KINGS.

8. €. 907.]

1 Kings 18, 118, [ Commit to memory verses 15-18.]

.‘. " 1 Anﬂ ncnlme |:)mxlmquflter ;nnny

ays, that the w of the Lorp

e ""“’ll/f came to E-Vjah in the third year,
saying, Go, show thyself unto A’hab,
and I will send rain upon the earth.

2 And E-l¢jah went to show him-

self unto A’hab. And there was a

sore famine in Sa-ma‘ri-a.
3 ISRAEL® | 3°And Ashab called  O/ba-dvah,
which was the governor of Ais house.
(Now O’ba-di’ah feared the Lorp greatly :

4 For it was s0, when Jez’e-bel cut off the prophets
of the Lorp, that O’ba-di’ah took a hundred prophete,
and hid them by fifty in a cuve, and fed them with
bread and water,)

5 And A’hab said unto 0’ba-di’:h, Go into the land,
unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks ; per-
adventure we may find 88 to save the horses and
mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts,

u So they divided the land between them, to pass
throughout it : A’hab went one way by himself, and
O’ba-di'ah went another way by himself.

7 And as O’ba.di’ah wae in the way, behold, E-li*jah
met him : and he knew him, and felt on his face, und
said, Ar thou that my lord E-li'jah ¢

8 And he answered him, L am : go, tell thy lord, Be-
hold, E-1i’jah is here.

9 And he said, What have I sinned, that thou

General

While Eijah was awaiting God's summons in the
?ulet of the widow's cottage at Zarephath, the land of
srael was desolated atonce by drought, by famine, and
by persecution. For three years the heavens were nn-
spotted by cloud, and the earth unmoistened by rain.
'he harveste failed, and the people, hungry and thirsty,
clamored for bread and water. Ahabsent far and wide
searching for the prophet who had laid the ban upon the
fand, that he might compel him to lift it, Queen Jeze-
bel vented her rage upon the worshipers of God, and
not only destroyed the altars, but slew the p

LESSON V. ELIJAH MEETING AHAB.

[Aug. 2.
v«l'onldes; deliver thy servant into the hand of A’hab, to
slay me

10 As the Lorp thy God liveth, there is no nation or
kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee :
and when they said, /e is not there; he took an oath
of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee not.

11 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold,
E-1jah is here,

12 And it shall come to ’])unn. as soon as 1 am gone
from thee, that the Spirit of the Lorp sha'l carry thee
whither I know not ; and so when 1 come and tell
A’hab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me : but |
thy servant fear the Lorp from my youth.

13 Was it not told my lord what I did when Jez’e-bel
slew the prophets of the Lowp, how I hid a hundred
men of the Lorp’s rrophuts by fifty in a cave, and fed
them with bread and water ¥

4 And now thoun sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold,
E-1juh s here ;: and he shall slay me.

15 And E-1i’jah said, As uie Lorp of hosts liveth,before
whom I'stand, I will surely show myse'f unto him to-dny.

1 O’ba-di‘ah went to meet A’hab, and told him :
and A’hab went to meet E-Jijah,

17 And it came to pass, when A’hab saw E-1i“jah, that
A’hab sald unto him, Ar¢ thou he that troubleth
Is'ra-el ¢

18 And he answered, I have not troubled Is’ra-el;
but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have for-
saken the commandments of the Lorp, and thou hast
followed Bu’al-im.

tect the hunted prophets. Hidden in caves, they were
fed by his bounty, and preserved to keep alive God's
truth until brighter days. One day as Obadiah is
searching for watér among the foot-hills of Mount Car-
mei, he sees a strange form approaching, which at once
he recognizes us the prophet Elijuh. Reverently he
bows before the messenger of the Most High, and hears
his command to announce his coming to King Ahab.
But his fuith is weak, and he fears the wrath of the
king, not p‘grceivhm that God's servunt has a mighty

One heart in the palace beattrue to God. Oba:

diah, the
rime minister, next to the king himself in power, held
n secret to the old faith, wnd used his influence to pro-

Explanatory and
Verse 1. The word of the Lord. Probably by a
certain impression on the mind of Elijah, which he
recognized as divine, In the third year. In Jas. 5.
17, the drought is said to have lasted ** three years and
six months,” Hence ‘‘the third year may refer to
the prophet’s stay in Zarephath, Show thyself unto
b.  He was sent to remove the curse from the land,
and to give Ahab another opportunity of repentance.
1 will send rain, The rain would thus come as God's
gift, not Bual's,

2. Elijah went. Aguin we note the promptness of his
obedience when God called to a d mission,

p 3 L d h{' Elijah’s promise, he bears the
message. Ahab meets the prophet with a taunt, which
is flung back in his face by the fearless Tishbite.

Practical Notos,

executive officer. Feared the Lord greatly. (n the
most depraved period of Israel's history; in the very
center of corruption, the court: under all the cares of
the kingdom, amid all the distractions of society and
ublic life, we find this man a worshiper of God und
oyal to his religion, (3) MHe who wills can serve od
in any sphere and station of life.

4. When Jezebel cut oif. This was the first perse-
cution in the history of God's people, and we have hut
a hint of its horrors. Its martyrs are unknown, but
every one of their names is written in heaven, The

hets of

(1) May we be as ready to hear God's voice and (o re-
spond to his call! To show himself. A perilous meet-
ing. for the king was enraged bi his failure to find him
and by his powerlessness to lift the ban from theland,
Ahab. The wickedest of all the kings, not from taste
for evil, but because of his weakness under the domi-
uant will of his queen. (2) A weak nature may do more
harm than a wi one. A sore famine. No rain for
three years would cause great dearth of food, and there
were no railronds to transport provisions from other
lands, and no friendship between states leading to
mutual assistance. Even in our time thirty-five million
g:ople died from starvation in one famine in China,

smaria. The capital of the ten tribes, situated
thirty miles north of Jerusalem. It is now a small vil-
lage, called Sebustiyeh.

b called Obadiah. Strange that such a kin

such a prime-minister; but even wickes
rulers like to have conscientions subordinates. Oba-
diah's name states his character. It means ‘* servant
of Jehovah.” The governor of his house. Mayor of
the palace; in position next to the king, and his chief

P Lord. Not all these were inepired.
ﬁ‘hey were mostly ** prophet = *
instruction in spivitual relig devoted to God's
service. from whom God raiseq a_few inspired
rophets, Obadiah took a hundrea. He might have
ﬂved secure in the palace, and held himself aloof from
the unpopular cause, but he chose to make the burden
of aoJ". people his own, and to risk his own safety by
providing for the endangered prophets. (4) 7%he true
servant of God will feel for his fellow-men, and seek to
relicve them. l‘lnll.ln A eave. The vagt caverns in
the mountains of Palestine have in every age furnished
retreats for robbers and political offenders, and some-
times for persecuted saints, Bread and water. Words
used of food in genernl. Though Orientals can live on
far less food than Anglo-Saxons, yet the -urport of a
hundred men must have been of considerable expense
to Obadiah.

5. Ahab said unto Ohadiah. He knew that among
his courtiers there was no one on whose fidelity he could
depend so safely as the worshiper of God. Unto all
fountains of water. 'The places where fountains and
brooks had been before the drought. Often by digging

w3, men receiving

R Pl G
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below the surface at such places water can be obtained.
Save the horses and males. Selfish to the last, his
first thought is of his own nurronndhmn. He cares
more to preserve his royal stud than the lives of his
people. William the conqueror drove thousands
of people from their farms he might plant the
New Forest as a hunting park,

6. They divided the land. It was a great strait for
Israel, when the Kinj forth in person to inspect
the land for water. ab went one way. He could
not trust his Bnl-worlhlpln‘ servants, who might steal
the water for themselves. By himself. But &robnbly
each was accompanied by a retinue appropriate to his
state. Palestine is a smalil country, and it would not re-
quire much time to make the search.

7. As Oabdiah was in the way. He was in the
way of duty and of service, In helping God's people
“:)d in fulfilling ‘h(.bul‘kko'pl:‘ l,:uﬂ dcbz.“v‘vhen h.er:‘lf'
God's messenger. (5) who fin: ngs generally
meet them in mpalhq!duly. He knew him. Either
from description or from an earlier acquaintance,
which suggests that there had been some concert of
nllun in the pasi among the followers of God. Fell on |

s face. Showing reverence for one who was recog-
nized as God's messenger, and whose prediction of the
long drought had been verified. My lord Elijah. He
speaks to him as to a king; and truly, skin-clad though
h:ll:‘;'/ h(e;ov'vlnl 1‘5;';« more & king :};ln Ahnb.po;) I::
o , wi prayer calls down omnipotence,
mightier than a monarch.

8. Go tell thy lord. He transfers the title to Ahab,
“He is thy lord, not 1" Elljah is here. It wa
necessary that he should appear before removing the
curse from the land, in order to show that it was by his
word, and not from Baal.

9. What have | sinned. We notice in Obadiah the
signs of a weak faith. He had lived too near the world
not to feel somewhat of its influence upon his trust in
God. Thou wouldest deliver thy servan!
to tell Ahab that Elijah was near might
suspicion timt he had kept him in concealment.

10, 11. There is no nation, That is, of the lands
around Samaria, and in friendly relation with hig
‘Ahab. Sent te seek thee. Perhaps not to kill Elijan,
but to compel him to release the land from the drought.
He took an oath. Not content with a mere state-
ment, he exacted a formal, sworn statement. And now
thou u,eu‘ It was a bold act to go into the rreunce
of the king with such a 1y i

12, The Spirit of the Lord shall carry. Such sud-
den transportations of men from place to place are
binted at in Scripture (Ezek. 8. 12, 14; Acts 8. 80), and
may have taken place in Elijah’s history, which through-
out has such & supernaturul element that some of the
ancient rubbins believed he was not a man, but an
angel. Fear the Lord from my youtk. Here was the
secret of Obadiah's character, ious Ieraelite mother

trained him in early childhood, and the impressions
of that tender age had ripened with his growth.
(7) Youth is the time {o dring souls lo Christ.

14. Was It not told my lord. He mentions
irit, but to show the sincerity
lea that his life might not be
el s y me. Obadiah might have
trusted God more fully, but few would have been us
faithful in his place.

15. The Lord God of hosts. The word ** hosts™
means armies, an.. refers to the universe, whose parts
form one vast army under God's command. Before
whom I stand. sundlnf before God means in wor-
«hip and in service. Iwill surely show. Thus reliev-
ing the prime-minister of his fear, and preparing Abab
for the meeting.

16. Obadiah went. When assured that it was
the way of duty, he resisted his fears and went to bear
the messeage. There is often more courage in victory
over fear than in unconsciousness of it. Ahab went
to meet Elijah. With mingled alarm and gladness;
hoping to relieve the land, and perhaps to slay the
prophet

17. Art thou he that troubleth Israel, He blames
Elijah for the drought, because he had not only pre-
dicted it, but declared that it should end only at his
word. Yet he spoke only as the messenger of God,
and not in his own name. (8) How easy il is for a
guilty conscience to shift the responsibility for crime!

18. 1 have not troubled Israel. The true cause
lay back of Elijah's curse, in the sins that brought it;
and for these , not_Elijah, but Ahab, i8 responsi-
ble. Thou and thy father’s house, Ahab had led the
rople into Idolntr{, and was accountable to God for
he misuse of his influence. Thy father’s house re-
fers to the house of Omri, which surpassed not only its
predecessors on the throne, but its successors alzo, in

open 0 God. e
ments. A bold, but well-deserved rebuke. Followed
Baalim. Idols which were even more debasing in their

t came
!Ehl{‘ol;‘zh one who was nn-pocTed of friendship with
jub.

than the worship of the golden calves.

HOME READINGS.
M. Elijah meeting Ahab. 1 Kings 18. 1-18.
Tw. The blessings of obedience. Deut. 28, 1-14.
W. Famine in Israel, 2 Sam, 21. 1-9.
7h. Elijah a type of John the Baptist. Matt. 3. 1-12.
F. Seeking for vengeance. 18am. 19. 8-24.
8. Cautioned to fear not. Luke 12, 31-40,
8. Wickedness of forsaking God. Jer. 2. 1-13.

GOLDEN TEXT.
Ye have forsaken the comma idments of the Lord,
and thou hast followed Baalim. 1 Kings 18, 18,

L’ JSON HYMNS,

No, 46, Dominion Hymnal,
Happy the child whose youngest years
eive instruction well,
Who hates the sinner's path, and fears
The road that leads to hell.

No. 68, Doinion Hymnal,
Come, every soul by sin o] &re-od
Th;ﬂ'l mercy with thup rd, 5

No. 55, Dominion Hymnal.

Lead us huvenl; Father, lead us,
O’er the world’s tempestuous sea.

TIME.—B. C. %07,
PLACE.—In Tsrael, the precise locality unknown,
RULERS,—See Lesson IV,

CONNECTING LINKS,—While Elijah was at Zar-

ephath, the widow's son suddenly died, but was re-
stored to life through the prophet’s prayer. Read
1 Kings 17, 17-24.

DocTRINAL SuGGEsTION—The trouble of sin.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. Ahab and Obadiah, v. 1-6.
‘W hat command of God came to Elijah, and when ?
What was God's promise ¥
What was the condition of things in Samaria
Whom did Ahab eall to his assistance ?
What was the character of Obadich ¥
What good thing had he done ¥
What did Ahab propose ?

2. Ohadiah and Elijah, v. 7-16.
Whom did Obadinh meet ?
What did Elijah say to him *
Of what was Obadiah afraid ?
How did he prove his righteousness
How did Elijal sure him ¥
3. Elijah and Ahab, v, 17, 18
How did the king greet Elijah ?
What was the prophet’s answer ¥
How did Elijah show that Ahab was responsible *

Practical Teachings.
‘Where in this lesson do we learn—
b 5 '}‘hat the fear [ the Lord is wiser than the fear of
man
2. That it is safe to serve the Lord ?
i r: ")1;21'1 forsaking the commandments of God brirgs
ul

Wher
1.7
throus
8T

servar
3.1
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QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS, | Ahnb prnpone to Ohudiab to dot To lelrl'll the land
or grase

1. Ahab and obldllli. v, 16,
What divine command did ls.luuh receive ?
What blessing wus promised ¥
What had befullen Samaria ¥
Who was governor of lhe royal house ?
What was his charactel
How had he shown Mu zodl fear ¥
Where wus Olmdlnh commnnded togo?
For what purpose
Who holped in the search rur water ?

2. Obadinh and Elljah, v
Whom did Obadiah meet ¥ Y
How did he greet the prophet ?
‘hat message was given him ?
\\'hy did Obadiah fear to deliver the message ?
“y what act had he angeced Ahab ?
hat assurance did Elijjah offer ¥
What effect had the message upon Ahub ?

3. Elijjah and Ahab, v. 17, 18
How did the kl.u{ greet the prophet ?
Who was the reul troubler of Israel ¥
hat had been his offense ¥

Where in this lesnon are we taught—
1. That good men sometimes shrink from duty
mrounh fear ¥
|| good men will care for God's distressed
~!l’\ Bn
3 Thnt a people’s true enemies are its wicked men ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Who was Obadiah? A worshiper of God and
Ahab's chief ruler,
at had he done which proved he loved God ¥ He
had hidden one hundred of God's prophets in two
caves and fed them,

What did Kin, Ahnh £y to him one day? * Letus

go through all the land,’

What for ? * 'To see if we can find some grass for
our horses and mules, #o they may not die.”

Whu plan did they make ¥ They div the land

h :n them, Ahah going one wa Obadiah
the other,

What dld God tel! Elijah at the same time ? * Go,

show )nnml to Ahab, and I will send rain upon
the earth,

As RIUnh went on his way to see Ahab, whom did he
meet ¢ Obadiah,

How did Obadiah greet him * He frllnn his face
and said ; ** Are not you my Tord Elu-h

What dld Eli ﬂll answer ¥ ¢ Yes, m Elijah; go
and tell King Ahab, ‘ Elijah is here.’ »

What was Obadiah afraid of ¢ 'That when he went
to tell Ahab, jah would « appear, and then he
would be killed.

Where dld he suy Ahub had hunted for him ¢ Far
and near, made the kings swear he was not
hidden in lhelr land.

What did Elijah say # * As -ure[, as God liveth |
will show myself to Ahab to-da g

What did Ahab do when Obadiah told him that Elijah
was coming ¥ Very angrily went to meet him.

What did he say ¥ ** Are you the one who Is mak-
ing all this trouble in Israel?”

What was Elijah's bold unswer? *“ No; mnot I, but
%on and your father's family.” [Repeat the GOLDEN

'EXT.

Words with Little People,

Sometimes when we have done wrong we like to get
out of it, and lay it to some one else. That was just
what wicked King Ahub did in our lesson to-day, and
I am sure we do not want to imitate that bad man in
iy thing, So let us, instead, every time we do wrong,
confess our sins, If we do, "(-od is fuithful and jlm
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.”

THE LESSON CATECHIS.
[For the entire school.]

1. In what year of the drought dl«l the Lord tell
Elijah to show himself to Ahab? “In the third

year,”

’ What aid Olmdlxh do when Jezebel cut off the
prophets of the Lord ¢ Hid a hundred in a cave,

3. In order tosave tlu: horses und the mules, what did

| honor God, gain good, and do good.

4. Whlla v|olng this, uhnl happened to Obadiah in the
way ¢ * Elijjah met him.

8. What did Elijah say Almb and his house had done ¢
“F ! the d: of the Lord.”

CATECHISM QUESTION,
23. But might you net obtain forgiveness by repenting,
and keeping the law of God in future ?

1 am not able to repent and obey without the grace of
Christ ; and it 1 murn d repent and keep the law for the
hnure, that would not answer for my past sins.

(Romans viii. 8; Psalm cxxx, 3, 4.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,

A Good Man ‘n a Strange Place.
I. His Prack.
The governor of his [Ahab's] house. v. 8.
* Not many mighty, not many noble.” 1 Cor, 1, 26,
“Hid....from the wise and prudent.”” Matt. 11.25,
1L hs GobriNess,
Obadiah feared the Lord greatly. v. 3.

“ Fear of the Lord....beginning of wisdom." Psa.
111. 10,

“Fear God, and keep his commandments.” Eecl,
12. 10.

111, His InteREST IN GOp's CAveE,
Took a hundred prophels. v. 4.
“ Receiveth a prophet....prophet's reward." Matt.
10. 41,
““Love the brotherhood.” 1 Pet. 2, 17,
1V. His GeNEROSITY.
Fed them with bread and water. v. 4.
** Whosoever shall give to drink." Matt. 10, 42.
“ Ministered to the saints.” Heb. 6. 10.
V. His TRUSTWORTHINESS,
Ahab said, Go into all the land. v. 5.
“Diligent. ...stand before kings." Prov, 22, 20,
* Diligent shall bear rule.”” Prov. 12. 24,
VI. Hig EarLy Prery.
1. fear the Lord from my youth. v. 12,
“From a child... known the Holy Scriptures.”
2 Tim. 8. 15.
*Train up a child,” Prov, 22.6.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
Four Classes of Character.

1. Obadiah. 1f in any place on earth it would seem
imposeible to serve God, it would be beside the throne
of Ahab. Yet just at that spot we find a man who
“feared God greatly.” Let none deem that their cir-
cumstances forbid them being fuithful Christians.

2. The Prophets of the Lord. While one of Gol's
gervants rises to high honor, others who are just u
faithful are persecuted und slain. IsGod unjust # No.
he allots to each follower that place where he can best
And if one gets
safely to heaven, what matter whether it be from pal-
ace conch or martyr's seaffold.

8. Elijah. Tt has ever been the fate of God's people
to be considered * troublers.” Christ troubled Jerusa-
lem (Matt. 2. 8), and the apostles ** turned the world up-
side down.” Whoever arouses men from the quiet of
sin must expect to be accused as a disturber,

4. Ahab. The man whose conscience is beginning
to trouble him is very apt to accuse others of wrong-
doing. Ahab was wrestling with a feeling that /e was
wrong, and therefore he attacked Elijah,
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An English Teacher’s Notes on the
Liessons.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK. .

Wuex any great disaster occurs the question im-
mediately is: Whose fault is it! Who was re-
sponsible?  Sometimes the blame is ull laid on one
individual, but oftener we find that many were im-
plicated in the eause of the disuster, and that the
fuult must be brought home to many. It is the
same with every general condition of trouble and
difficulty. The cause may be traced to one person,
but there will often be more than one concerned in
it. Suppose the case of a family where there is
constant quarrcling, discord, and discomfort. Al
this may arise seemingly from one person, and yet
one person can hardly be responsible for the whole.
The right remedy for such a state of things is for
each one to ask himself: Is it my fault? AmIin
any way the cause of the trouble

The question, Whose fault is it? comes up in the
lesson for to-day, and the teacher will do well to
make it the central point. We read of the meeting
of two well-known persons, Ahab, king of Israel,
and Elijah, the prophet. Euch of these has fault
to find with the other. Which was right ¢

Notice first how they came to mect. We found
in the last lesson that Elijah was obliged to hide
from Ahab, and that he concealed himself first in a
lonely spot on the farther side of Jordan, and after-
ward in the house of a poor widow in a neighboring

1

else in the passage which reveals the state of the
country. There is a little episode told us by the
way in the life of Obadiah, He had hid one huy-
dred men, in two companics, in a cave, and there
supplied them with food, Were they then malefac-
L bels ¢ No, prophets of Jehovah; and only
thus were they suved from death at the command ot
the cruel and idolatrous queen. Ahab’s prede-
cessors had cast off the true worship of Jehoval,

| but he himself had gone further, and not only in-

luced idol hip, but allowed the p
of those who resisted it. Here is a still darker
picture than our former one. See how it is drawy
by Elijah himselfbut a few days later. Chap.19. 14,
This was the true cause of the drought. Klijuh
had prayed for the fulfillment of God’s word spoken
by Moses (Lev. 26, 19, 20), and the word had been
fulfilled. But who caused this trouble? Was not
Elijah right when ke answered the king; “I h
not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's
house ¢

The house of Omri were the cause of all this
misery that had come upon Israel. Omri was not
responsible; his family were responsible ; his son
Ahab was responsible, The fuult lay with several

and was chargeable upon each. Ahab,

ve

| who tried to shift it upon Elijah, had his full share

of the guilt.

There wasa way out of this trouble. Sce 2 Chron.
7.13, 14. But first it was needful that the fault
should be ized. Trouble in the class, trouble

country. To-day,on th 'y, he goes especially
to mect Ahab, Why such a change in his course ¢
He is acting in accordance with the rule of his life.
The command of God has come to him (ver. 1),and
he does according to the word of the Lord.

But Ahab is on his travels also; not, it is true,
in search of Klijah—for he scems to have given
that up—but of grass for his * horses and mules.”
What a picture we get here of the state of the
country ! Animals dying for want of pasture, and
overy little bit that can be discovercd so precious
that the king dare not trust his servants to search
for it lest it might never reach him—only the one
man among them who fears God is to be depended
on for this service, A graphie deseription of such
a drought is given in Jer. 14, “little ones” (rather
servants) going to the wells and returning down-
cast with empty vessels—the ground dry and hard,
the * plowmen” in despair, the animals piteously
secking, butin vain, for relief. Another short but
telling picture of fumine is given in Hab, 3. 17,
The fuilure of food we have already seen in the last
lesson as extending even across the border into the
territory of Zidon. To some extent, then, we can
imagine the trouble of the people of Israel.

And who is the cause of it all? Elijah had pre-
dicted the drought; had he sny thing to do with
it? We learn from Jas. 5. 17, that he had. For
this he had earnestly prayed, and God had sent it
in answer to his prayer, Does it not look as though
Ahab were correct in designating Elijah * he that
troubleth Israel?"

But go back a little, and sec if there is nothing

in the school, trouble (not scrrow) in the family,
trouble in the nation, is sure to have its root in sin,
And sin is not & vague thing, traceable to no one in
particular. If the laws of Jehovah are broken,
some one has broken them ; some one is guilty of the
sin, and responsible for the trouble.

‘When trouble is abroad, each one should ask him-
self, Isit my fault ? A. is so cross, says B., that is why
things go wrong. But who irritates A. and provokis
her beyond endurance ! Possibly B. herself. C. guis
drunk, says D., that is why his fumily are sturv-
ing. Did D. never sct the example of taking strong
drink? There is s0o much selfishness every-where,
says E. ; every one looking out for himself. What
is E. looking out for? s he remembering others !

All will be ready, after reading to-day’s lesson,
to blame Ahab, the “troubler of Israel.” But let
it be plainly shown that each person who forsakes
the commandments of God, and follows his own
way instead, must certainly be a troubler of others.

Bible Reading Liesson Analysis.
BY JOHN WILLIAMEON, M.D., D.D.
Elijah Meeting Ahab. 1 Kings 18, 1-18.

(a) Ahab, the faithless king.

1. Would not rule as God had bidden kings to do.
He ** did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were
before him.” Deat. 17, 17-20 ; 2 Sam. 23. 3; Exod. 18.
21; 1 Kings 2. 3.

2. Married against the law of God. *‘Hetook to wife
Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians."
Gen. 2. 18, 24; 24. 29 ; Exod. 34, 15, 16; Deut. 7. 1-3;
Josh. 23.11-13; 1 Cor. 7. 39,
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3. Ran into te.aptation, and yielded to it. *‘ But there | 7-9; Dan. 5. 22, 23; Luke 3. 7; Acts 7. 51; 8. 20; Gal,
was none like unto Ahub, which did sell himself to ; 211,
work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jeze- | 7. Testified for God fearlessly in the presence of des-
bel his wife stirred up.” 1 Kings 21, 25; Num. 22, 15~ | potic and depraved royalty. * But thou, and thy fa-
17: Luke 8. 13 ; James 1. 2-4, 12, ! ther's house, in thut ye have forsaken the command-
4. Became grossly Idolatrous. **And went and | ments of the Lord, und thou hast followed Baalim."
gerved Baal, and worshiped h.m.” Exod. 20. 2,3; Deut. | Deut. 17. 19; Ezek. 2. 6; 1 Sam. 15, 2 Sam. 12; Amos

80,16, 17; 2 Kings 17. 35 ; Josh. 24, 23 ; 1 Sam. 7. 3. | 211,
5. Attributed the misfortune of Israel, not to his own | Lessons:
gin, and the sin of his subjects, but to a prophet’s en- 1. Ahab—the peril of an ungodly marriage,

mity. ** As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation 2. Obadinh—the wisdom of cautious, intelligent, de-
or kingdom whither my lord hath not sent to seek | termined obedience,
thee.” **Art thou he that troubleth Israel #'' Prov. | 8 Elijul»—the value and beauty of perfect faith in God
15.9; Jer. 4.4, 11; Dan. 9.7, 8; Isa. 3. 8; Ezek. 28 ’ under all circumstances, and at any personal cost,
7-10.

6. Knew, but cared not, that godliness insures national i
thrift. Because * ye have forsaken the commandments | Berean Methods.
of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim." Prov, 1 Hints for the Teachers' Mceting and the Class.

14,845 16, 125 2. 531 Kings 22.43, 44 2 Kings 18,3, 7. Begin with a brief review of the last lesson, its fucts
) Ubadiah, the faithful g of Ahab's 1 b
1. Was true to God when such fidelity was extremely

pesilous. *“When Jezebel cut off the prophets of the i sons, emphasize in this lesson the character of Obadiuh,

Lord....Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid \ following the line of suggestion in the Analytical and

them by fifty in a cave.”” 1Sam. 15, 22; 2 Chron. 31, | Biblical Outline....Three men are here presented—

11,13; 84.12; Dan.6; Num, 12. 7, 8, with Heb. 3. 2, 5. | O—, 8——, A——; their names, acts, traits of char-

2. Was rewarded provid, for his fidel- | acter might be presented. ... Three meetings are named

ity. *So they divided the land between them, to pass | I the outline, and the teaching might be arranged with

throughout it: Abab went one way by himself, and | reference to them....IuLusTRATIONs. In Mrs. Witten-

Obadiah went another way hy himself.” Gen. 39, 21 ; myer's * Women of the Reformation,” there are many

Psa, 5.12; Job 86. 7; Isu. 33 15,16 ; Prov. 11, 8; 12, | Incidents which could be used to illustrate Obadiah’s

098 1. care for the persecuted prophets, as when the Duchess
3. Did his duty, and left the consequences with God, | of Hamilton, in Scotland, and Queen Margsret of Nu-

80 Obadiah went to mect Ahab, and told him.” Deut, | varre protected the persecuted reformers. ... Religious

10. 12 ; Josh. 22.5; Eccl. 12.13; Micah 6. 8; Zech, 7, | men are more useful in peace, and more valiant in war,

9: 8. 16. than wicked men. ** Billy Wilson's Zouaves," recruited
4. Was wisely cautious. *“When T come and tell from the criminal and vagrant classes of New York,

Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me.” Prov, | hever #tood fire in a battle. In India, the general was

2.11; 8. 12; Amos 5. 12, 13; Num, 14, 40-45; Job 22,29, wont to say, where a hard field was to be fought, ** Send
5. Began to serve God in his youth. “ T, thy servant, for Havelock and his saints.”

fear the Lord from my youth.,” Prov. 1. 8; Eecl. 12.1;

18am. 1.26-28; 3; 25.1; Luke 2. 46; Psa. 148, 12,13,
6. Was profoundly religions. ** Now Obadiah feared Fiimary 804 nibrmenisn,

the Lord greatly.” Prov.2. 3-5; 8. 13; Deut. 13.4; BY M. V. M.

Eecl. 12, 13; Mal. 3. 16 ; Josh. 4. 24. Lessox Tuovaur. Sin is the Troubler. Printat one
7. Boldly did his duty when it was made known. | #ide of the board, ** Elijuh, the Lord’s Prophet.”” At

Prov, 28.1; Isa. 50.7; Acts5 28-30; Eph. 6.19,20; = the other side, ** Ahab, Satan's Servant.”” Call out

Dan, 3. 17, 18. what children know about Elijah, also about Ahab,
(¢) Elijah the faithful prophet and preacher. Contrast the two men, leading to see that the Master we

and ....As Elijah’s character was prominent
last week, and will be the leading subject in cther les-

1. Instantly obeyed God as commanded. * Go, show |« ~ve makes the difference in our lives, Teach that
thyself unto Ahab.” * And Elijah went to show him < servants and Satan's servants are to be found
self unto Ahab.” Dent. 18, 4; Exod. 19, 5; 1 Sam. 15 y-where. Then in the space between the two
22: Pea. 108, 20 ; Dan. 7. 27. names print *“ Meeting,” and yon are ready for the les-

2. Was guided by divine providence. *And as Oba- | son story, and for the practical teaching that the Lord's
dinh was in the way, behold, Elijah met him.” Dent. | children have to meet Satan’s children all along life's
8.2,15; Ezra 7. 27; Gen. 50. 20; Luke 22.85; Rom. | pathway, and that they must prepare for it. To be
8. 28, taught : 1.) That the Lord sent Elijah to meet Aha’ ;

3. Was employed by God to appoint a specific test of | 2.) That in obeying the Lord Elijah found help from
righteous character. * Go, tell thy Lord, Behold, Elijah | God ; 8.) That sin is always the great troubler.
is here. Job 1. 9-12; 1 Pet. .. 7; James 1. 3,12; I 1. Tell where Elijah had been hiding for more than
Gen. 22 ; Dan, 6; Psa. 66. 10. ‘ two years from Ahap, The wicked king wanted to

4. Impressively illustrated the power of a godly man's | kill him because he was the Lord’s servant. Now, the
word. *“As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom 1 | Lord told Elijuh to go and meet Ahab. Had Abhab,
stand, I will surely show myself unto him to-day.” | then, changed ¥ No, but God gave Elijah a good
Gen. 30. 33 ; Acts 27. 81, 32; Prov. 12, 15; 25, 11; 1Pet. | promise to take with him (verse 1). God gives his
1. 15; Col. 4. 6. | children now good promises when he sends them into

5. Was by ro; Ity most impudently and shamefully ! pluces of danger. Read from Bible two or three strong
accused, *“Art thon he that troubleth Israel 2 Gen. | promises of God's presence and protection. Teach
3.12, 18 ; Exod. 82, 22-24; Prov. 17. 7; Matt, 27; Josh, that we should never go to meet wicked people unless
7.9, we are sure God sends ns.

6. Was equal to his opportunity. “I have not ! 2, Elijah obeyed without asking any questions. He
troubled Tsrael ; but thon." 1Sam. 18, 18: 2 Sam. 12, | knew how angry Aliab wus beeause of the famine, and
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there was no sign of rain, Describe the sad state of
the country. Tell how Ahab, the king, and Obadiah,
one of his great men, were out searching for grass to
keep the horses and mules alive, Describe the meet-
ing between Elijah and Obadiab. It must have helped
and strengthened Elijuh to find one of the Lord’s own
servants here, When we are obeying the Lord we find
helps all along the way. Read from the Bible the last
clause of the twelfth verse, and show how strong Oba-
diah must have grown in his long life of service, to be
able to live with the wicked Ahab, and yet serve God.
3, Read the last two verses
S of the lesson. Sin makes the
IN IS mischief. Tell of a beautiful
THE ~ THAT BRI drooped and died.
A worm was found at the root !
What was the worm that ate
the pure, strong life of God out
THE |"l of Israel ¥ Show that it was
idolatry. Any disobedience to
God issin, and sin always kills,
Urge children to think if in any way they are disohey-
ing God, and show them that their sin will cause
trouble, and that if persisted in will lead to death.

KILLS

Lesson Word-Fictures.

A land of famine because a land of drought. A land
where the grass is brown, where the trees stand with
drooping banners of foliage, where the crops are shriv-
eled and dead, Day after day, a hot, blistering sun comes
up in the east, and a hot, blistering sun goes down in
the west. Homes are blighted. Dumb creatures pant,
and in their very looks beg for water, It is Obadiah
of the royal household who searches out some stream
or fount for the king's horses and mules. Ah, there is
water over in that secluded valley. No, it is only &
whitish vein of rock that stripes a ledge. But who
#addenly confronts Obadiah # The royal official stops.
He bows. He prostrates himself. He touches the
ground with his forehead. Is it Obadiah's master ¥
No, but one that his master has so persistently hunted
for, in cities, in lonely valleys, in mountain-ways, track-
ing him as a hound would follow a hare, and yet in
vain. Now, he has come, of his own accord, alone,
uud proudly says, ** Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is

here !™ Will he flee to-day and expose Obadiah to the
royal wrath because he hus seen and not detained this
fugitive, solitary and yet unconquered and deflant®
No flight now. “I will surely-show myself unto Lim
to-duy,” saye the prophet. They meet at last; the pur-
suer and the pursued, that royul, blood-thirsty hound
and the fugitive, the king and the prophet, Ahab and
Elijah. Down, Elijah! Bow to thy king ! He bends
not. They face oune another. They need no introdue-
tion, that scowling king with face like a thunder-cloud,
and the stern, resolute prophet.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.
A WILL REMOVE THE WEIGHT
THE HEART

/\Tof“ GHM

| ExpranarioN. Here is a heart, and on it a burden
labeled SIN.  What has that to do with the lesson of to-

‘ day, Ahab was a great sinner. His heart was weighted

| down with €in, just as any man’s heart may become

| burdened to this day. The consequence of Ahub’s sins
brought trouble on him, and on all those around him,

| but it did not make him a better man. What will re-
move the weight of sin from the heart? Will any
amount of bodily suffering *  Will might, or power, or
force ¥ Will punishment now, or at any future time,
purge away sin? NO. The severest judgments will
not of themselves humble or change the heart of a sin-
ner. Ahab repented not because of the famine. There
is nothing except the atoning blood of Christ that can
cleanse the wicked heart.

-

B.C. 907.]

to me all Is’ra-el unto mount Car’-

mel, and the prophets of Ba’al four |
hundred and fifty, and the prophets |

of the groves four hundred, which
eat at Jez’e bel's table.

20 So A’hab sent unto all the chil-
dren of Isra-el, and gathered the
prophets together unto mount Car’-

mel.

21 And E-i’jah came unto ull the peodple, and said,
How long halt ye hetween two opinions ¥ If the Lorp
be God, follow him : but if Ba’ul, then follow him,
And the peopl: <wered him not a word,

22 Then said E-li’jah unto the people, I, even I only,
remain a prophet of the Lord ; hat Ba’al's prophets are
fonr hundred and fifty men.

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks ; and let
them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in

ieces, and lay if on wood, and put no fire under ; und

will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and
put no fire under ;

24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will

General

Tet us try to pictnre the scene of that day. There is
the bold mountain summit, rising between Esdraelon
avd Sharon, covered with the watching hosts of Israel.
Ou the west gleams the blue sea, flashing back the ruys

LESSON VI. THE PROPHETS OF BAAL.

1 Kinga 18, 19-29. [ Commit tomemory verses19-21.] |
9 Now therefore send, and gather |

[Aug. 9.
call on the name of the Lorp : and the God that an-
swereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people an-
swered and said, It is well spoken,

25 And E-ljuh said unto the prophets of Ba'ul
Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it
first ; for ye are many ; and call on the name of your
gods, but put no fire wnder,

26 And they took the bullock which was given them,
and they dressed it, and ealled on the name of Ba‘al
from morning even until noon, saying, O Ba’al, hear ns.
But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And
they leaped upon the altar which was made.

27 And it came to pass at noon, that E-lizjah mocked
them, and said, Cry aloud : for he s a god ; either he is
tulking, or he is pursuing, or he is ina journey, or perad-
venture he sleepeth, and must be awaked,

28 And they cried alond, and cut themeselves, after
their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood
gushed out upon them.

20 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and
they prophesied until the time of the offering of the
evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any
to answer, nor any that regarded.

Statement,
of the sun.  Above arches the deep blue of an Oriental
sky, toward which anxious faces have for three years
vainly looked for signs of rain. Yonder are assembled
nearly a thousand idol-priests, rallying around the
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hanners of Baal and Ashtoreth, confident of their pow-
er. and expectant of un easy victory, for against thgm
stands but one man, of wild, shagey form, bronzed from
exposure to the elements, and scornful, somber look, as
he surveys the throng, In his chariot #its King Ahab,
uneasily gazing upon the scene, but his queen is not by
hig side. Two altars are seen standing: one, the altar
of Baal, garlanded with emblems of his worship, und
surrounded by his priests, but watched wurily by the
sharp eyes of Elijah ; the other, the altar of Jehovah,
once built of twelve unhewn stones, but now in ruins,

Explanatory and

Verse 19, Therefore, Secethe last lesson, especially
its close, where Ahab and Elijah mutually charge upon
each other the troubling of Israel with the drought and
famine. Elijah directs the king to call an assembly in
which the truth shall be tested. All Israel. The rep-
resentatives of the D‘)mpla. and with them as many as
could be present, jount Carmel. A ridge rising ab-
ruptly from the sea six hundred feet, and running in-
land twelve miles, gradunlly growing to a height of one
thousand seven hundred feet. It is the southern bound-
ary of the plain of Esdraelon. The traditional place of
Elijah’s sacrifice is still called B¢ Mukhrah, ** the burn-
ing." P Baal. The same who are else-
where called priests of Baal, the leaders and teachers
of the false religion, probably foreigners from Phe-
nicin. Prophets of the groves. (Rev. Ver.)* Prophets
of the Asherah.,” Some suppose Asherah to have been a
female divinity correspond "ﬁ to Bual, while some of
the best critics think that the Asherah was a wooden
image of Ashtoreth. EatatJezebel's table. Rather,
“‘from Jezehel's table.” They received their support
from the queen, but did not sit at her table, which wonld
be in the women's department of the palace. a
Jezebel would_give so much to support a faise religion,
how much showld we contribute (o the "Gospel which
brings us salvation # b

20. 80 Ahab sent. e dared not refuse, from re.
s“:ect for the prophet, from the desperate condition of
the land, from a vague hope that | might aid the
nation, and more than all, because being a weak man
he yielded to the strongest influence at hand. Had
Jezebel been near, he might have refused. All the
ehllllren of Israel. That is, to the tea tribes under his
rule.

21. Elijah came, The Iunguage )Ilndmue- that he
o Py of the

pp y t! y and
uttered his sharp rebuke. Andsald. They expected
that he would offer n prayer and remove the ban, but
he had other work to do first. (2) The needs of the
soul are more important than those of the body.
long halt ye. Literally, ‘“ how long will you go limp-
ing and staggering?" A strong caricature of their
double-minded service, Betweentwoopinions, * Be-
tween two thoughts.” One day they might be seen
bowing at God's altars, the next before the shrine of
Baaly just as now some serve the god of worldliness
all the week and worship in a pew on Sunday. If the

Both cannot be God; decide which is,
and then live out your choice. Not a word. They
were conscious of guilt, they felt the truth of Elijah's
words, but in heart they clung to Baal and the pleasures
1‘»ru(~llll| 8) How hard it is lo give up the world for
vod |

22. 1, even Fonly. Elijah felt that he stood alone
for against him were king and court. and nearly a
thousand idol-priests, while the people had given
him no sign of favor. He shows herea gublime courage
springing from faith, Remaina prophet of the Lord.
Many of God's prophets had been slain, the rest were
silenced, and on that day Elijah was the only man who
dared to proclaim himself a worshiper of the Lord.
(1) Even now he who lives for God must at times stand

lone.

23. Let them therefore give. Because they were
50 many, they could not object to the test proposed, in
which they had every advantage; and Baal was the god
of fire, for the name means *‘ the sun-god," according
to some authorities. Two bullocks. This was the
animal generally offered in sacrifice.

destroyed in the recent persecution. The teet is pro-
posed—an offering upon which fire shall be invoked—
““and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God."
We see the altar of Baal piled with the useless sacrifice;
we behold the barbaric rites, the priests leaping, danc

ing, crying around their altar ; we hear the solemn sar-
casm of the prophet, casting their shame in their teeth

At last there is silence. 'The exhausted priests cease
from their efforts, and the altar stands alone. There
has been no voice, nor any that regarded—Baal is as one
dead. And now comes Elijah's hour,

Practical Notes,

24. Call ye on the name of your gods. This they
could not refuse, as they attributed the operations of
nature to Baal's power. The that auswereth by
fire. This buld test would show that he was a reul

wer and not a mere name, and would show, (oo, th

e was almighty in power and omniscient in knowledge
80 God had answered prayer when both the tabernacle
and the temple were dedicated, and out of the fire God
had spoken to Moses and to Israel, If the prophet hud
proposed the test of his own nccord, it would have been
presumption: but he spoke by a divine direction, and
was sure of the result. (5) God answers prayer still
as all his people can testify, Let him be .« Let
him be uccepted by the people as their God. It is weld

spoken, he people are agreed that the test is u fair
one, and the Baalites dare not reject it.
25. Dress it first, for ye are many. A vein of

irony may be seen running through all of Elijah's dia-
logue. ** You are the majority, and shull have the first
place.” Your gods. Idols which were no gods, but
which to many of the people were real personalities
Put no fire under. Probably the people watched them
closely to see that no fraud was perpetrated.

26. Dressed it. Cut it in pieces, und laid it on the
altar. Called on the name of Baal. Just as in Indix
devotees will repeat for a thousand times an aseription
to their divinity, and as Museulmen will cry, ** Allal *
Allah ! " for an entire day. No volee. 'The god failed
them in their hour of need, just ax Satan ever deludes
his victims, Leaped upon the altar. The marginal
translation is better, ** lenped up and down at the altar,'
that is, around it; just as the excited dervishes will
perform wild antics at the Mohammedan worship.

27. Elijuh mocked them. This was in no playful
mood, but in the deepest earnestness: and it showed
the absolute confidence of the prophet in his own
cause, and his courage in tne face of his exasperated
enemies. (6) There are forms of unbelicf for which vid-
icule and contempt are the only fitting answer. He In n
“Surely he must be a god, g0 cry louder: for
perhaps he doesn't hear!” ~He Is taiking, He is
pre-occupied in conversation with some one else, and
cannot hear your cries ! He is pursuing. Literally,
** He has withdrawn himeelf; ** has sought retirement,
from which yon must eall him out. In a journey.
All of these actions, absurd as they seem in a divine
being, are spoken of the gods in uncient literature.
One writer, in the decay of the Greek religion, wrote,
“If the gods ghould come down to earth now, and act
as they did once, they would be put in jail ! ™

28. Cut themselves. Even now, in eertain Mo-
hammedan services, dervishes will chew and swallow
glass, pierce their checks with knives, and insert
needles into their arms and breasts, in the frenzy of
their worship. See the account of a scene in Algeria,
a8 lll'elnlod by Esther Beamish, in *A Voice That is
St

29. They prophesied. * This expression is used in
Scripture of any ease where theie was an utterance of
words by persons in a state of religious ecstasy.''—
Rawlinson. See 1 Sam. 18. 10, and 1 Kings 22, 12,
til the. ., .sacrifice. That is, the hour when the even
ing sacrifice was ;»Inrod on the altar, which is supposed
to have been at three o'clock. Perhaps in the mind of
the writer there was an_implied contrast hetween this
wild scene and_the solemn service of that hour in
God's house at Jerusalem,
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HOME READINGS,
M. The prophets of Baal. 1 Kings 18. 19-20. «
7'w. The prophets consulted. 1Kings 22.1-14.
W. Unity in serving. Matt, 6. 19-34.
Th. A choice required. Josh. 24. 14-28,
F. Alone, yet mighty. Rom. 11, 1-10.
S. Answer to David by fire, 1 Chron. 21. 18-30.
8. The vanity of idols. Psa, 115. 1-18.

GOLDEN TEX]T.
If the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then
follow him, 1 Kings 18, 21,

LESSON HMYMNS,

No. 84, Dominion Hymnal.
Come, let us, who in Christ believe,
Our common Saviour praise,
To him with jO{fuI voices give
The glory of his grace.

No. 67, Dominion Hymnal,

Only thee, my soul's Redeemer |
Whom have I in heaven besides?

No. 72, Dominion Hymnal.
V] hnps),\‘ day that fixed my choice
On thee, my Saviour and my 1

TIME.—B.C. 907, immediately following the last
lesson,

PLACE.—Mount Carmel, on the Mediterranean Sea
RULERS.—See Lesson 1V,
DocTRINAL SuaGESTION--The folly of idolatry.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDEN1S,
1. An Assembly, v, 10-21,
What did Elijah direct the king to do ?
Of whom was the convention to be composed ?
For what purpose did the king call the assembly ?
Why did the prophet select Mount Carmel as the
place of meeting ¥
What did hesay to the people ¢
2. A Test, v. 22-25.
What did Elijah propose as a test ¢
Why was the trial fair for Bual ¥
Why was no fire to be put under the sacrifice #
How did the people receive the proposal ?
Which side made the first trial ¥
3. A Failure, v. 26-20.
What Jid Buaal's prophets say ¥
‘What did they do ¥ ¥
How did Elijah mock them ?
What ernel methods did the false prophets employ *
What was the result of their prayers ?
Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn —
1. The evil of indecision ?
_‘ll. I.’I:I“" the multitude is not always on the side of the
right ¢
3. That wickedness is unsatisfactory ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. An Assembly, v, 19-21.
Whom was Ahab ordered to summon to Carmel ¢
How many {dolatrons pro‘mhels were called ¥
With what question did Elijah greet the people ?
What choice did he give them ¥
What answer was made ?
2. A Test, v. 22-25,
‘What comparison did Elijah make ?
What preparation did he propose for each ?
What difference in preparation ?
‘What was each party to do ¢
What was the test prorosod ?
How was the proposition received ¢
3. A Failure, v, 26-29,
What were the priests bidden to do ?
How was the command obeyed ¥
‘What was the result of their prayers ?
How did Elijah treat their vnrn worship ?
‘What farther efforts did they make ?
How long did they cry to their gods ¢
y were their prayers not heard ¥

|

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. Perfect fuith in God ¥
2, Boldness for the right ?
8. Failure of a fulse trust ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

‘What did Elijuh tell Ahab to do ¥ To gather all the

nplelnnd the prophets of Baal together at Mount

Carmel.

When they came what did Elijah say to them?
« How long are you going to be undecided which is
the true God 1 ” " [Repeat the GoLpEN TEXT.]

What did he plan to do that the people might see and
know the true God ¢ Build two altars, put an offer.
ing on each, but put no fire unde:

‘Who was to have one of the altars ¥
dred and fifty prophets of Baal.

Who the other ¥ Elijah, as he only was left as

The four hun.

a prophet of the Lord.
rophets of Baal were to pray
h to his,

Vhat then ¢ The
to their god, and Ellrl o

What was to decide it ¢ 'The God who answered by
fire was the God of Israel,

After the prophets had made their altar just as Elijah
said, what did they do ¥ They cried, from morning
until noon, ** 0 Baal, hear us! O Baal, hear us!”

Were they in earnest ¥ They dan and leaped
around the altar like wild people.

At noon what did Elijah say ? “Cry louder, for
may be your god is talking with some one else, or
running ; or, perhaps, he is on a journey, or asleep,
and eannot hear you.”

What did the prophets of Baal do? They screamed,
and cut themselves with knives until they were
covered with blood,

Did Baal answer?
nothing for them.

Words with Little People,

If you were asked to-day how long you were going to
be undecided whether you would serve God or Sutan,
what would you answer ? It is either God or Satan, it
cannot be doth. 1If you have not defore, say now, this
summer day: ‘O Son of God, who lov'st even me, |
will be thine alone ; and all 1 have, and all I am, shall
henceforth be thine own."

No: the idol-god could do

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]
1. What did Elijah tell Ahabto do? To gather all
Israel unto Mount Carmel,
. How many prophets of Baal were opposed to
Elijah, the one prophet of the Lord ¢ Four hundred

and fifty,

3. What did Elijah propose each party should do?
Prepare a hullock for sacrifice,

4. What was each party then to do? Call upon the
name of his God.

5. Which God was to be considered the true one?
The one that answered by fire.

6. How long did the prophets of Baal call upon
their God in vain? From morning till the evening

CATECHISM QUESTION.
dzl.' What, then, is your hope for the pardon of past
ns

That, trusting in the merits of Christ, as a helpless,
guilty, and undone sinner, I shall obtain the remission of
all my past offences.

[Acts xiii. 88, 30 ; Luke vii. 42.)

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Two Opinions,

I. Tue CHALLENGE.
1. How long hall ye? v.21.
““Who is on the Lord’s side ?** Exod, 32. 26.
2. If the Lord b¢ God, follow him. v. 21,
“Choose you this day." Josh, 24, 15,
8. If Baal, then follow him. v. 21.
“His servants....whom ye obey." Rom. 6. 16.
', Tur Tesr.
1. Give us two bullocks. v. 2.
“Bring yeall the tithes.” Mal. 8. 10.
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2. Call yeon. ..your gods. v. 2.
* Imuges, ye are our gods.” Isa, 42, 17.
8. The God that answereth by fire. v. 24,
““Our God is a consuming fire.” Heb. 12, 29.
4. Let him be God. v. 24.
*“The Lord is the true God." Jer, 10, 10.
11I. Tue UNaNswerED Cry.
1. Called on the name of Baal. v. 26.
* They fall down....they worship.” Isa. 46. 6.
2. There was no voice. v. 26,
“‘Can....not answer, nor save." Isa, 46, 7.
3. Leaped....cried. ... .cut themselves. v.326-28,
* Look. ... for salvation....far off.” Isa, 50, 11.
4. Neither voice, nor any....answer. v. 29,
** Mouths, but they speak not.” Psa. 115. 5.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS.
Truth and Krror,

1. The test of truth isnot popularity. Eight hundred
and fifty on one side, and one on the other, did not
make Baal right and Elijah wrong. v. 19,

2. Nor is the test of truth found in social standing.
* Jezebel's table "' may represent the honor that com-
eth of men, butnot the truth of God, v. 19.

3. Truth does not lie always in a mean between two
extremes, The people were at a poise between God
und Baal, but compromise is not the truth. v, 21,

4. The test of truth is the fire; in Elijuh’s day, the
fire of Carmel ; in history, the fires of experience, de-
stroying the false and purifying the true ; in the future,
the fire of eternity, by which every man's work shall
he tried. v. 28, 24.

8. Those who will not believe in God are often more
credulous and supersiiiious than those who worship
him ; witnees the follies of spiritualism. v. 26-28.

6. The difference between truth and error is shown
in the fact that one is powerless, and the other has
divine power. v. 29,

Kinglish Teacher's Notes.

Taken merely as a story, the narrative of whicki
the passage for to-day forms a part is one of the
most striking and interesting in Scripture. The
sight of one man, boldly confronting a hostile
crowd, cannot fail to excite sympathy and admira-
tion.  Boys, and girls too, respect any one who is
not too afraid to face and challenge his encmies.
But never was there such a bold challenge as that
of Elijah. He appears befors the king who has
sought his life; he calls for some hundreds of his
sworn enemies ; he invites the presence of a multi-
tude to whom he is ob , since they id
him the cause of the drought from which they have
been suffering. He has none to back him, unless
it be the faithful Obadiah. Seldom has a more
striking scene been enncted than that which took
place upon the slope of Carmel.

But the grandeur of the scene sinks almost into
insiguificance beside the importance of the occasion
which called it up. A most momentous question
was to be decided there, People are interested now
in any case where there are two claimants to a
property, or rather, when the false claimant has to
be distinguished from the trus, And yet the mat-
ter does not personally concern many hundreds of
those who eagerly watch the proceedings. But the

| question to be decided on Carmel concerned most
closely every soul presgnt, and will concern every
soul until theend of time: Who is to be believed in,
worshiped, obeyed? Who is the 1 arbiter of
human lifet  The people of Israel had not made up
their mind. The prophets, four hundred and fitty
of them, whom Jezebel patronized, upheld the
worship of Baal, The king followed them. Elijul
stood there as the witness for Jehovah,

Now what was Bual, He was supposed to be the
sun-god. In worshiping him men were doing
homuge to the grandest object in ereation, that
which is the source of physical life, health, beauty,
and gladness. Men do not now, at least not in civ-
ilized countries, worship the sun. They have got
beyond that. But why worship that which to then:
is the highest thing, that whicl to them means life,
and beauty, and happiness. ‘Some wo ship a vague
abstraction which they call Truth, Others worship
Humanity, Some give their homage to power, to
knowledge, or to pleasure, Some give it to business
and money-getting. There are many Baals in these
days,

The test by which Elijah proposed to try the
claims of Baal, and the claims of Jehovali, wus a
highly suitable one, 1f Baal were a real personal-
ity, he might be expected to hear and answer his
devoted worshiper. And in case it might be said
that his power, though real, did not extend to every
thing, the one thing demanded—fire—is that over
which he was said, as the sun-god, to preside.
None could decline such a reasonable test as this,

But it is hard to reach the ear of Baal. From
morning until evening the ery goes up: 0 Bual,
hear us!” And it is sccompanied with frntic
gestures and with self-inflicted tortures. Similar
things may be wit 1 now in Moh, and
heathen countries. There are dancing and howling
dervishes, and there are Hindus who undergo se-
vere suffering to propitiate their gods. 1 have
heard of one form of torture called the * hundred
fire penance” in which the devotee sits in the
scorching sun with a hundred fires blazing around
him. Terrible and absurd at the same time! But
there are other kinds of torment which men and
women among ourselves arc undergoing in the
service of their gods, of wealth, and fashion, and
pleasure, and public opinion. 1 have just heard of
a young man who was such a devotee of what he
called pleasures, that he would stay out till five
o'clock in the morning, playing at billiards, and
arriving at his home would enter by the window,
sacrificing time, and strength, and prospects,

And for all this Baal is deaf to his worshipers.
Their hearts are never warmed by the fire of true
satisfuction. Look at Alexander of Macedon, vie-
torious over his enemies, with the treasures of East
and West at his feet. What does he ask for? More
worlds to conquer! See the man who has stored up
riches in abundance laid at length on a bed of pain :
he finds he isin danger ; death is approaching ; what
can his wealth do? It may multiply physicians
and medicines, but it cannot save him 3 in his hour
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of supreme need he upplies to the god he has wor-
shiped, but there is no answer.

One half of the question, then, has been decided.
The claims of Baal cannot hold good. His wor-
shipers have nothing to expeet from him, This, at
least, is clear to the multitude who stand arouzd,
watching the scene, Now each boy and girl may
huve as clear a decision as to the things which dazzle
their mind and attract their admiration and devotion,
Some ure conscious that the God who gave his own

8. Knowledge is gained by experiment, vers. 23, 2
“0taste and see that the Lord is good.” Psa. 34.8;
John 7. 17; Ecel. 1, 16; 1 John 4. 1; Mal. 8, 10.

9. Idols are utterly impotent, vulueless, absurd,
ver, 24. *We know that an idol is nothing in the
world, and that there is none other God but ore.”
1 Cor. 8. 4; Deut. 4. 28; Jer, 10, 5; 18. 15; Isa. 45. 20.

10 None but God can kindle the holy, purifying fire
of a genuine religious experience in the heart of man,

ver. 24. **And there appeared unto them cloven

tongues, like as of fire, und it sat upon each of them."

Son for them nas some claim upon them. But then | Acts 2. 1-3; Heb. 12. 29; Matt, 3. 12; Mal. 3. ; 1 Thess,

there is the v orld, there are the companions, there |

are the opiuions of others, Here is amusement,
finery, admiration, and popularity. Have these
been on their trinl # Over and over aguin ; and the
decision against them—the decision that they are
powerless to give real and lasting satisfaction, that
they are useless in the time of greatest need—has
been recorded over and over again., It muay be
vead in books; it may be heard from the lips of
those who have tried for themselves. More than
this, there are few who may not discover the ver-
dict in their own experience. When thut boy or
girl disobeyed the dictates of conscience, and went
to sacrifice at the altar of one of these Baals, did the
matter pay ! Was he or she warmed, gladdened,
revived! Why follow a god who cannot hear the
ory of need? “O taste and see that the Lord is
good ; blesseth is the man that trusteth in him.”

Bible Reading Liesson Analysis.
The Prophets of Baal, 1 Kings 18, 19.29,

1. The challenge God now invites, *‘Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you.” John 14. 27; 1 Johnb. 4, 5;
Eph. 6, 16, 17; Jas, 1.3; 1 Tim. 1. 18, 19.

2. The confidence in himself God would inspire in us,
ver. 10, *‘Iam the first, and I am the last; and besides
me there ir no God." Isa. 44.6; 43. 10; 46. 5, 9; Matt.
19.17; Jev, 23. 4.

8. The popular demand for justice expressed and
heeded, ver. 20. ‘“‘And I charged your judges at that
time, saying, Hear the causes between your brethren,
and judge righteously.” Deut. 1.16; 16.20; Gen. 18, 25;
1 Kings 8. 11, 12; Ezek. 18. 25, 20.

4. Decision for or against God is still insisted upon,
ver. 21, * No man can serve two masters: for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or elee he will
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye caunot serve
God and mammon.” Matt. 6. 24; Luke 9. 62; Josh, 24,
14, 15; Exod. 32. 26; Deut. 6. 5; Matt. 22, 37, 38,

5. The Bible does not argue to prove, but assumes
God's existence and supremacy, ver. 21, *‘In the be-
ginning God.” Gen. 1.1; 17, 1; Psa. 90. 2; 139. 1-6;
1 Kings 8. 27; Rom, 16, 27,

6. The power of God was lent to Elijah to use as his
own in that emergency, ver. 20. * And thou shalt smite
the house of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge the
blood of my servants the prophels.” 2 Kings 9. 7;
Matt. 10. 1; Mark 16. 17, 18; Acts 6. 8; Rom. 15, 18.

7. Power, it is well known, is not always associated
with numbers. God is always a majority, ver, 20. ** And
the Lord suid unto Gideon, By the three hundred men
that lapped will I save you." Judges 7.7: Dan. 3. 17;

Heb. 11, 33, 84; Josh. 6.20; 2 Chron. 14. 11,

5. 10,

11. The world, the Baal of to-day, can do nothing for
man in his real extremity, ver. 26. ** For what is a man
profited if he gain the whole world, and lose his own
soult" Mutt. 16. 26; Psa. 49, 6, 7; 1 John 2. 15-17;
Eeel, 2. 1, 8, 10, 11; 11. 9; 1 Cor. 7. 80, 31,

12. It was not strange that Baal did not respond to all
this sincerity and repetition of importunity, vers, 27-29,
* Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the
dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach!™ Hab. 2. 19; 1 Cor.
12. 2; Psa. 115. 4-8; Gal. 4.8; 1 Cor. 8. 4.

Lessouns :

1. God proves his being and his grace by communi.
cating through fuith the refining fire of holy expe-
rience.

2. Religion has its certitudes. Consciousness is ab-
solutely trustworthy. We know that God hath power
on earth to forgive ein and cleanse from all unrighteous
ness.

3. Religious conditions are all practicuble. Any one
can fully experiment. Meet these conditions and there
| will be but one opinion.

4. In the space between two opposing opinions there
is not room enough for character to grow. Decision is
necessary to character, and character is destiny.

5. By rep belief, and confe we are to get
the sacrifice of our hearts ready for God's altar.

6. Brother, has the divine fire not fallen? Are you
sure the sacrifice was prepared aright? Have you
prayed to Baal?

——

Berean Methods.
Hints ‘or the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

Reca'i the events of the last 1esson, which are directly
connected with this. ... The facts of this lesson might be
presented under the following outline : 1. A mountain
‘ —where ¥ appearance? 2. An assembly—who sug-
| gested, summoned, composed it, and for what purpose
| 8. A rebuke—who gave it, to whom, and for what, do
| any of us need it? 4. A proposition—who made it?
| what was it ¥ how received? 5. An allar—to what
I god ? the sacrifice, prayers, result ¥ 6. A mockery—by
|

The lessons concerning truth and error are shown in

the Additional Practical Lessons....Practical sugges-

tions —find here : 1. A call to duty. 2. A call to prayer.

3. Why it was in vain....JLLUSTRATIONS, Somewhat

like Elijah was that Hindu child who one night
| knocked down all the idolx in his father's house, except
| the largest one, in the hands of which he put a stick.
Next morning, when they asked, “Who has done
this #" he said, ** Perhaps the big god has been beating
the little gods ! *'.....See in books of travel in the East
accounts of ** dancing dervishes " quite similar to these
priests of Baal in their forms of worship.
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References. Freeman's HAND-Book, Vers. 26-28:
Mode of offering sacrifices to Baal, 184. Ver. 26 : Rep-
etitions in prayer, 645. Ver. 27 : Habits of a heathen
god, 809. Ver. 28: Lacerations in heuthen worship,
310,

Blackboerd,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, E8Q.

THE TEST.
Whio wiLL ANS

oD

THERE 1S BUT ONE-SUPREME:
*INFINITE: *OMNIPOTENT
‘BEING - ‘
WILL You SERVE HIM [

DirecTioNs. Draw the altar, like the design, or
make any simple repregentation of some stones piled
together. Write the inscription, and have all ready be-
fore the school assembles. Or you can draw two altars,
one of falsehood, and one of truth. Write overall these
words : *You must choose one.” A banner can be
made. Write over it : “ Do I serve God or Satan? 1
cannot serve both,"

THERE IS BUT ONE GOD. 1 Cor.8.6.

On the Baal side make a great many marks to represent
, the idolaters. Tell that Elijah wanted these Baal peo-
Pple to come over the line, and be umong the Lord’s peo-
ple. How could they doit? By obeying God. How
can a child who follows Satan come over on the Lord's
side ¥ By turning his back on sin, and beginning to
follow the Lord, that is, to obey the Lord.
[ Make something to represent the two altars, Tell
| what Elijah proposed, and ask the children if that was
fair. Then describe the scene—the prophets of Baal
calling upon their god hour after hour, screaming and
crying, and cutting themselves with knives until the
blood ran, and still no answer, Why ¢ Because un
idol cannot hear or help. Only the God of heaven can
hear prayer und answer. To whom do we look for our
| blessings, for our good things and good times ¢ Teach
that only God can give really good things, and that the
time to choose him is now when we are young.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

People are coming in every direction to the slopes of
Carmel, once 8o green but now brown with the drought.
You can see them following some path through the
fields, or hurrying up from the sea-shore, or in groups
they travel along some beaten highway. Whata gather-
ing of Israel ! Whata massing, too, of Baal's prophets,
by the hundred, and over against them stands a single
man, that bold, fearless prophet of God, Elijah. One
man confronting all that array of hateful, idolatrous
sentiment! He is speuking now to the people. He
urges them to choose between God and Baal. Does
Ahab bend forward and contemptuously listen ¥ Do
the prophets sneerand mutter ¥ The people are hushed.

| They admire Elijuh’s boldness, but make no answer.

Primary and Intermediate,

Lessox Taoveur. Following.
WHW\CVPes WA Y Put lesson symbol on the

= board. Ask what it is. Who
(GOD 1

ever saw u sign-post ! What
isitfor? Where is it placed ¢
Teach that there are two ways |
for every little boy and girl. '
Print *Self," or *Satan,” on |
one arm of the sign-post, and
*God" on the other. Show
that every child follows either
God or Satan. Every man and woman now living fol- )
lows either God or Satan. Ask what it is to follow #
Tell of little boy who walked behind his father one
day and put his little feet into the very tracks his father
had made. When we follow God we look to see the
prints of his feet, and we try to step just there. When
we follow Satan we go where he goes,

Recall the meeting of Elijah and Ahab. God sent
Elijuh to meet the angry king, so he took care of him,
Abab was not allowed to harm the servant of the Lord.
Tell how, in “Pilgrim's Progress," when Christian
came up to the lions, he found they were chuined.

Tell whut Elijuh asked of Ahab. Why did he want
to call all the people to a great meeting * Show that he
wanted them to choose whom they would follow, See
if children understand that they were now following
Satan, because they were disobeying God. So, if we ’
see a boy breaking the Sabbuth, using bad words, dis-
obeying his parents, ete., we know that he is following ‘
Satan, |

Make a perpendicular line on the board. On one side
print *“ Jehovah," on the other “ Baal." On the Jeho-
vah side make one straight mark to stand for Elijuh, !

* What is he suying now " cry the sneering prophets,
Does he challenge them to prove that Baal is God ?
‘“Slay a bullock,” they mutter, ** cut it up, lay it on
wood, put no fire under—and he do the same—to see
which God will answer by fire ¢ Nonsense ! They
make him no reply. Is it the silence of fear? The
people though are shouting: * It is well spoken.” O if
Elijah had suggested something easier, a battle for in-
stance, and they could have had the privilege of cutting
him up! No, it must be a bullock that goes to the
altar, It must be an answer by fire. There is no
escape; they muet prepare a sacrifice. They labor with
seeming zeal, but with what secret reluctance! O if
they could get out of the way this troubler of Israel, who,
absent, gives them no peace, and w ho, present. throws
them into worse confusion! They surround their
altar, and what a frenzied, cruzy time follows ! They
shout to Baal. They leap, dance around the altar, a
raving, howling, shrieking mob. In dizzy whirls they
agonize and shout. Itisnoonnow. The hotsun, parch-
ing all the land, consents to burn every thing else, but
not a kindling ray does he dart down on the altar. If
he would only pity and help poor, blind, dumb, help-
less Baal in his dark grove! It is Elijah, that troubler
of Israel, who now eteps forward and incites the idol-
aters to new efforts. He taunts them. He bids them
cry aloud and wake the drowsy god, or, if away, bring
him back to his duty. They double, treble their efforts,
They gash themselves with knives. They shout them-
selves hoarge. They leap till they are sore. With dis-
torted features, they rave about the altar, a whirlpool,
A maelstrom of idolatrous frenzy, hour after hour. It
is all in vain. There is only a cold, dead bullock on
the altar, only a mass of unburnt wood, and in the
grove is a helplessly grinning idol, 1If Elijuh had
only proposed something easier !
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B. C.907.]

1 Kings 18, Io—“.agcbmmll to memory verses 36-89.]
And E-li’juh suid unto all the

people, Come near unto me. And

all the people came unto him. And

he repaired the altar of the Lorn

#11 )| that was broken down.

81 And E-1¥’jah took twelve stones,
according to” the number of the
tribes of the sons of Ja’cob, unto
whom the word of the Lorp came,
saying, Is’ra-el shall be thy name :

32 And with the stones he built un altur in the name of
the Loep : and he made a trench about the altar, a8
greut as would contain two measures of seed.

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock
in pieces, and laid kim on the wood, and said, Fill four
barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice,
and on the wood.

34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did
it the second time. And he said, Do if the third time.
And they did i¢ the third time.

35 And the water ran round about the altar ; and he
filled the trench also with water.

36 And it came to pass at (ke time of the offering of
the evening sacrifice, that E-lijah the Frophet came
near, and said, Lorp God of A’bra-ham, Isaac, and of
Is’ra-el, let it be known this day that thou art God in
1s’ru-el, and that I am thy servant, and that 1 have done
all these things at thy word.

37 Hear me, O LoRD, hear me, that this people may

L\
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LESSON VII. THE PROPHET OF THE LORD.

[Aug. 16,

know that thou art the Lorp God, and that thou hast
turned their heart back again.

38 Then the fire of the Lomp fell, and consumed
the burnt sacrifice, und the wood, and the stones, und
the dust, and licked up the water that wasin the trench,

29 And when all the 'Yaople saw it, they fell on their
faces : and they said, The Lorp, he iz the God ; the
Lorb, he is the God,

40 And E-1i’jah suid unto them, Take the prophets of
Ba’al ; let not one of them escape. And they took
them : and E-li’jah brought them down to the brook
Ki’shon, and slew them there.

41 And E-I¥’juh said unto A’hab, Get thee up, eat and
drink ; for there is a sound of abundance of rain.

42 80 A’hab went up to eat and to drink. And E-li"-
jah went up to the top of Car’mel; and he cast himself
‘down upon the earth, and put his fuce between his knees,

43 And said to his servant, Ge up now, look toward
the sea. And he went up, and looked, apd said, 7%ere
i¢ nothing. And he said, Go again seven times.

44 And it came to puss ut the seventh time, that he
said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea,
like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto
A’hab, Prepare thy chariof, and get thee down, that the
rain stop thee not.”

45 And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that the
heaven wus black with clouds and wind, und there was
a great rain, And A’hab rode, and went to Jez're-el,

46 And the hand of the Lord wus on E-li’jah; and he
girded up his loins, and ran before A’hab to the en-
trunce of Jez’re-el.

General Statement.

A thousand votaries of Baal and Ashtoreth have
striven in vain to bring down fire, and now their cries
are dying away in hoarse screams, and their blood(y
forms lie worn out around their ultar, One lone, soli-
tary man now steps forward, and every eye is riveted
upon him. Yonder upon the mountain-side stands a
ruined altar to the God of Israel, once fragrant with in-
cense, now desolate from the hands ol persecutors.
The man of God gathers its scattered stones, and heaps
up twelve into a mass, forming a rude altar, represent.
ative of the unity of Isrnel amid all its separations,
Upon it he lays the wood for the bnrnbnlerlng. and
above it the four quarters of a slain bullock. Then he
pours over all jar after jar of water, until altar and of-
fering ure soaked through and through. There can
now be no deception, and Elijah sends upwurd his brief,
calm petition, while the thousands of Israel stand
breathless. A moment, and a blinding light is seen,

Explanatory and
Verse 30. Elijah said. This was after the fuilure
of the priests, in the afternoon of the day. Unto all
the people, He leaves the priests to their frenzied
rayers, and turns to the people, whose return
is the of)Joct of his endeavor, Come near. He called
them that they might observe his acts, be assured of the
thoroughness of his test, and listen to his prayer. Re-
paired the altar. Thereby showing that it was no
new worship which he wus’about to introduce, but a
restoration of the old ome. Which was broken
down. This verse, together with chap. 19. 10, shows
that under the influence of the prophets altars to God
had been erected in the Ten Tribes, probably to coun-
teruct the influence of the calf-worship; in the letter,
but not in the spirit, a violation of the Mosaic law re-
uiring but one altar. These had been destroyed under
|?zebcl‘u persecution, and now Elijah rebuilds one of
them.

31. Twelve stones. Thus showing that though the
unity of *the twelve tribedom " was broken ontwardly,
yet in heart all Israe) was one. Unto whom the word
of the Lord came, Perhaps the prophet repeated this
ancient declaration while erecting the altar, lIsrael
shall be thy name. This name was given to Jacob twice,
first at his wrestle with the angel (Gen. 32, 28), and after-
ward, when he put away the ** strange gods ™’ among his
family. Gen. 85, 2-10. Perhaps the latter naming is the
one here referred to. (1) ‘s Church is one, notwith-
alamﬂmh various organizations, (2) Those only who
follow their spiritual ancestor are worthy of his name.

32. And with the stones. They were rough, un-

hewn stones, loosely piled together, with earth in the
center. In the name of the Lord, Dedicating it,

when erected, to the name of the Lord God of Israel.

soundless and still, descending from the skies. Tt fulls
upon the offering ; it consumes the wood : it crumbles
the stone ; itlicks up the water. Jehovah is vindicated,
and Baal falls from his throne. There i another act in
the drama, a scene of judgment, when the priests of
Baal, who have corrupted the nation, ure slaughtered
relentlessly, nceording to the pitiless law : necessary,
because Israel, the hope of the world, must be kept
pure at all cost. While the king and the people observe
the sacrificial feast around the smoking ultar heap, Eli-
uh climbs the mountain for solitury prayer. We see
im bowed low, with forehead on the earth; we wit-
ness his seven times repeated petition, and we see the
cloud like a man’s hand rising from the sea, bringing
the long-desired rain, A royul chariot bounds across
the plain amid the storm, and before it runs the mes-
senger of Jehovah, at Ahab's right hand, to nerve him
with courage in the new way of reform.

Practical Notes.

A trench about the altar. So that the altar might be

soaked with water and at the same time surrounded

by it. As great as. Deep enough to contain twelve
narts of water, which was amply sufficient to show

that no deception was practiced. (3) God's work seeks

no concealment, but is open.

33. Put the wood in order. Upon the altar wood
was piled up, and upon the wood the sacrifice was luid,
after being cut into quarters. Fill four barrels. Thig
should be ** water-jars,” or pitchers, such as are carried
on the head. th water. Some have thought that
this came from a covered and unfailing nprlnf near by,
which may still be seen. But it was more likely salt
water from the Mediterraneun Sea, provided in advance
by the prophet's order.

34, 35, 'The third time. Thus making twelve jars
in all, perhaps one for each tribe. Ran round about,
It drenched the offering, penetrated every chink and
crevice between the stones, and formed a little rivulet
around the altar.

36. Time of offering. 1f the work was begun at
this hour, as might be inferred from the cloging verse
of the last lesson, the final act must have been later
than three o'clock. But Elijah may have begun his
work while the idol-priests were still praying, and
have completed it just at this time, when they gave up
their vain attempt. Elijah the prophet. In this hour,
the crisis of his life, and the turning-point of the his-
tory, he receives his proper title. Came near and
sald, Contrast the directness, the calmness, and the
confidence of his prayer with the frenzied orgies of the
Baal-priests ! Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of
Israel. The very formula which had been pi od

No.

No.
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at the burning bush of Horeb (Exod, 3. 15), and a sugges-
tion that he who had once before been reveuled in fire
would in like manner appear ugain. Let it be known,
He did not specify the form of the manifestation, though
he knew that it would be by descending flame. That
thou art God. Elijah's greut desire wus for the glory
of God. I am (hg servant. This was no selfish am-
bition, but « humble desire that his mission mizht be
recognized as from God. These things at thy word.
Not only the shutting up or the heavens for three
yearg, but the slaughter of the priests of Baal, which
was soon to be wrought; acts which would expose him
to great reproach, and for which a vindication from Gbd
was needed. (4) Happy is that man who acls consciously
under a divine direction. (5) He who lives for God is
sure of God's care.

37. Hearme. The destiny of the nation wasat stake.
If Elijal’s yer had failed of answer, his whole life
would have n in vain, and his people might never
have been redeemed. Turmed their hearts back.
They had forsaken their father's God, and Elijah's
highest desire is that they may be brought back to his
service. See in Elijah's yearning u foretaste of Paul's
self-denying zeal, m. 9. 1-3.

38. Fire of the Lord. Not a stroke of lightning.
The sky was clear. An electrical discharge could not
roduce the effect. How it was done we need not

now. It was as if one intensely brilliant flame came
from the sky, consuming every lenlng. It was a great
miracle, but what was it compared with the miracle of
the incurnation of the Son of God, and his suffering,
death, and resurrection, that our hearts might be turned
unto him. ‘The stone and the dust. The intense heat
crumbled the stones, and reduced the earth to a fine
pewder, and dried up the water in the trench,

39. They fell on their faces, Overwhelmed by the

lory of the divine manifestation. The Lord, he is the
. Perhaps it would be better to read, ' Jehovah,
he is the God," the only God, for Baal was “‘no god."
Thus in & d"f the nation professed itself God's people,
but the popualar faith soon pussed away, and on the mor-
row Elijah found himeelf alone once more. (6) 7%e pro-
fession made under excitement is less enduring than that
growing out of calm conviction.

40. Tnke the prophets of Baal. This was a test of
the people’s sincerity, and an act which would at once
separute them forever from the Baalite religion. His
purpose was to make thorough work, and leave no
chance for & return to idolatry, Brook Kishon. Ris-
ing at the foot of Mount Tabor, skirting Carmel on its
north-eastern side. it empties into the Mediterranean at
Ptolemais. Tt is perennial only in its lower portion, but
as it drains a large surface, it becomes a torrent after
heavy rains. It may have been chosen that the coming
rain might sweep the slain and their blood into the sea.
The present name is Nahr-el-Mukatia—* the river of
slaughter.” Slew*them. Not with his own hand, but
b{ his orders. This act was justified by the command
of the law (Deut. 17, 2-5), and’ by the necessities of the

time, for there was no other way to save the nation ;
and that the Baalites fully deserved their fate may be
believed from our knowledge of the wickedness con-
nected with their woi hip. Israel was the one people
intrusted with the light of the world, and its safety
from fulse religion was the highest necessity for all the
afterages.

41. Said unto Ahab. Who had been an unwilling
spectator of the scene. Get thee up. To the mount-
ain-top near the altar. Eat and drink, A sacrificial
menl followed every offering, and was a part of the
service. By participuting in it, the king would sanction
the worship of the Lord. and the destruction of the

riests of Bual, Sound of abundance of rain. Per-
ps the quickened senses of the prophet felt a change
in tltile atmosphere ; perhaps it was a supernatural inti-
mation,

42. Ahab went up. Not to an ordinar banquet,
but a religious feast. Elijah went up. Per haps to the
point which overlooks the sea. Here he sought a se-
cluded place among the trees and crugs for prayer.
Cast himself down. Kuelt with head forward, perhalps
touching the mund 3 @ humble position for one who
had just come from scenes of triumph. (7) 7he greatest
of men is honored by humiliation before God.

43. His servant. Tradition says that this servant
was the son of the widow of Zarephath, and that he
afterward became the prophet Jonuh, Go up. Toa
higher point and a broader view, Looked toward the
sen, He had no doubt that his prayer would be an-
swered, and that is the spirit that brings answer. Go
.flh seven times. Seven in the Bible is the number
of completeness. (8) We must pray perseveringly until
the answer comes,

44. At the seventh time. God sometimes tries our
faith to the last, but **he is faithful that promised.” A
little cloud. Sailors nr that a small cloud on the hor-
izon is a sign of a coming storm. (9) We should not

the first intimations that God is about to shower
down his mercy. Go up, say unto Ahab, Ahab was
farther inland, on higher ground. Get thee down,
Jezreel is in the valley. Rain stop thee not. He must
cross the Kishon, which would be so swollen by the
coming rain as to be i Elijah was
that the rain would come, and that abundantly,

45. In the meantime. Before Abab had reached his
destination the storm came. Ahab rode. Down the
mountain, and across the plain to Jezreel, which was
sixteen miles distant. Jezreel. A city in the tribe of
Issachar, and the summer-home of the Israelite kings.

46. Hand of the Lord. Hand frequently denotes
strength in Hebrew. It may mean a strong inward im-
pulse, as in Ezek. 1. 3; 3. 14, 22, etc. Under divine di-
rection, probably with divine help, he ran before Ahab
the sixteen miles to Jezreel. Probably to keep him in
mind of the recent events, und support the irresolute
monarch in carrying out the reformation thus begun,

HOME READINGS,

M. The prophet of the Lord. 1 Kinlgu 18. 80-46.
7. Jacob builds an altar. Gen. 35, 1-8,

W. Draw near to God. James 4, 1-10,

Th. God’s word to Jacob. Gen. 32.24-32, *

F. In the name of the Lord. 1Cor. 10, 22-33,

S. Prayer that God mng!he known. Psa, 83, 1-18,
8. The Lord is God. a. 100. 1-5.

GOLDEN TEXT.
The Lord, he ix the God ; the Lord, he isthe God.
1Kings 18. 39.
LESSON HYMNS,
No. 142, Dominion Hymnal.
With A:wy we lift our eyes
To those bright realms above,
That glorious temple in the skies,
Where dwells eternal love.
No. 145, Dominion Hymnal,
Glory to the Father give,
G whom we move and live,
No. 140, Dominion Hymnal,
Glory be to God the Father,
Glory be to God the Son,

TIME.—B. C. 907, immediately following the last
lesson.

PLACES.—1. Mount Carmel ; 2. The Brook or River
Kishon, north of Carmel: 3. Jezreel, at the foot of
Mount Gilboa.

RULERS.—See Lesson IV,

DocTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The power of prayer.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Preparation, v. 30-35. .

What did Elijah say to the people ?

What did he do ?

Why did he make a trench about the altay ¢

‘Why was so much water poured upon the sacrifice ?
2, 'The Prayer, v, 36, 37, L

How did Eljjah address God ¢

For what three things did he pray ?

‘What result did he expect as an answer ?
3. The Answer, v. 38-46,

How was the sacrifice consumed ?

What proved that the fire was from the Lord ?

How did the people acknowledge it ?

What was done with the “rophets of Baal ¢

What did Elijah say to Ahab ¢

For what did he go to the top of Carmel ¢
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How many times did his servant look seawurd, nml {
[}

What did the servant finally see ¢
How was the drought ended.
Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn—

1, That a return to God is a return to prosperity *
2. That r involves the g of sin ¢
8. That fent-u\ pr n)er availeth much ¥

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS, |

1. The Preparation, v. 30-35.

What witnesses did Elijah sammon ? |

What was his first prepuration ¢ |

‘What materiul did he nse ?

How many stones did he take ? ‘

With what did he surround the altar ?

How much did a * measure " contain? ANs. About |
six quarts.

How did the prophet nrnngo the sacrifice ?

‘What order did he then give ?

How often was this repuud ?

The P"E e, v. 36, 87,

thn did Iljah begln his prayer ?

To whom did

‘What did he nk for P
3. The Answer, v, 38-46.

How was EIUnh nnyer An-wared 1

What was the verdict of the

What did the people do at Elijah’: lcommnnd g

Wit assurance did the prophat give to the king ?

Where did Elijah go in prayer ?

How many times was the servant bidden to look for
token of rain ¥

What token did he at last see ?

Upon what message was he sent ¢

How was Elijah's prayer answered ?

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That faith in God knows no impossibilities ?
2. That God honors the faith of his servants ?
8. That true faith is patient in waiting for answers to
prayer ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

After the prophets of Baal had failed to make their

hear, whnl did Elijah say to the people ! ** Come
near to me

When thoy came what did Elijah do ¥ Took twelve
stones and repaired an altar of the Lord that was
broken down.

Then what did he do? Dug a trench around the
nll-r. piled wood upon it, and placed the bullock

n the wood.

Wlnn did he tell the people to do three times ¢ Fill
four barrels with water and pour it upon the offer-
ing, filling the trench.

How could they get twelve barrels of water if it had
not rained for more than three years ¢

When they had obeyed what did Elijah do? He
rnyel to his God. l¥ond every word of this beauti-

1 pm)i;r in your Lnson STORY,

ijah’s God answer ? es; the fire from |
ned the offering, the wood, the
d the water in the trench,
aw it what did they say ¥ [Repeat

heaven fell; it
stones, the du
‘When the peop!
GoLpeN TEXT.
What did El
all the prophe

ah do next ¢ Told the peo le to seize
not to let one esca) take them
to the brook on, at the foot he mau in,

What for ¢ t they might be put to death for
deceiving the people,

After the prophets had been destroyed, what did
Eiijah tell King Ahab ¥ *'To get ready to go home,
for a great rain was mmln:

Was there any sign of rain ? No; but Elijah went
to the top of Mount Carmel, bowed his head to the
ground, and prayed,

After praying, what md hs u'y to his lervnnt ) & Go
up, and look towal z."

hat answer did lhn uer\'nnt bring "l wee

How mun ume~ did Elljnh pray and send his servant
tolook ¢ Seven times

What did the servant answer the seventh time ? ¢
see a little cloud. no larger than. a man's hand,
rising out of the se:

What commund dld Elijah give? *“Go and tell

VoL XVI—8*

| or the rain will .'”T him.
il

| II. By Aveneive Sworp,

Iiln“: Ahlb to gel Inln Ml chariot, and ride hump

How about that little cloud the servant saw ¢ It
grew larger and larger u the heavens were

s long
L

jah do ¥ J
n before the chariot 1o Aha
Words with Little People,
PRAYER.—** O God, we thy little children belicve in
THEE ; help us to lnve thee : help us to praise thee ;
. help us all our lives to believe that thow, and thou only,
| grt the Lord God.” ** OuR Futher who art in heaven.*

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]
1. What did Ellinh do when he had called all the peo.
ple to him ? of twelve stones,
2. When ‘he had plep the sacrifice what did le
have done ! Water red on it three times,
What did Ellju pnly the l.ord todo? “Letit
| be known. ... that thou art God.”
4. What rollowed Elu::h ‘s supplication ¥ ** The fire
of the Lord fell.”
8. What did the people say when they saw the ﬂre of
the Lora consume the burnt sucrifice ¥ ¢ The L
he is the God.”
6. Whnt was done with the prophets of Baal ? ‘l‘hey
were slain.

CATECHISM QUESTION,
25. And what is your hope for future obedience ?

:abelng regenerated by the Holy Bpiric 1 shall be
cmbl by his help, thenceforward to please God and
is commandments,

[Bomlnl viii. 4 ; 1 John iii. 9

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
Jehovah Vindicated.

1. By Sacririoiar Fire.
1. Elijah....came near. v. 36.
It is good. .. .to draw near to God." Psa. 73. 28.
2. Let it be known. v. 36.
“* All the people shall know." Isa. 9. 9.
8. Thatthou art God. v. 36.
““There is none else.” Isa, 45, 22.
4. That I am thy servant. v. 36,
““Discern between. ... him that serveth....and....
not.” Mal. 8. 18.
5. That thou hast turned their heart. v. 37.
““Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord.” Lam. 5. 21.
6. The fire of the Lord fell. v. 38. ,
“ He shall baptize you with ... fire."” Matt. 8. 11.
7. Consumed the....sacrifice. v. 38.
* Acceptable to God." 1 Pet. 2. 5.
8. The Lord, heis the God. v. 89.
“This God is our God forever.” Psa. 48. 14.

1. Take the prophets of Baal. v.
““Is not destruction to the Mcked $" Job 81.3.
2. Let not one. .. .escape. v. 40,
“ As many as have sinned.”” Rom. 2. 12
8. Brought them down. v. 40.
““To the slaughter ; woe unto them ! Jer. 50. 27.
4. Slew them there. v. 40.
“T will....avenge me of mine enemies.” Isa. 1. 24
II1. By Merorrur Ram,
1. There is a sound of abundance of rain. v. 41.
“The Lord is . .plenteous in mercy." Psa. 103.8.
2. Elijah went up. v. 42,
“ At the hour of prayer.” Acts 3. 1.
8. Cast himself....upon the earth. v. 42.
“ He prayed earnestly.” James 5. 17.
4. Go again seven times. v. 43,
“If we hope. .., we with patience wait." Rom.8.25.
5. A little cloud. v. 44,
*The clouds are the dust of his feet."” Nahum 1. 3.
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6. And there was a gpeat rain. v, 45,
“ He shull come unto usus the rain.”" Hosen 6, 3,
A plentiful rain....when....weury." Psa, 68, 9.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
“The Requisites for Successful Prayer,

Successful prayer requires—

1. A soul in fellowship with God, as was Elijah,
v. 80-37.

2. A covenant of God with his people, upon which
the supplication rests. This is suggested by the ** twelve
tribes ™ constituting the covenant people, and by the
numes of the three patriarchs. v. 36,

3. An act of sacrifice. Elijal looked to the virtue of
a coming sacrifice ; we to one rendered centuries ago.
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trench round about the altar with water sutficient to
extinguish an ordinary fire,

3. He prays sunply and confidently. There is no
excitement, no shouting nor leaping, no erying and
wounding. Having, if 1 may so speak, drawn the
cheek fuithfully and correctly, he presents ic in
perfuet trust,

And it is at once honored ! No mistake about this

| heavenly fire. The drenched aud dripping sacri-

4. An earnest desire, which, expressed or unex- |

pressed, forms the burden of the petition.

5. Strong faith in God's power and willingness, Had
we Eliju’s faith we should see answers to prayer no
less wonderful than his,

6. Perseverance, not ceasing from the petition until
its answer is received. v. 44,

English Teacher’s Notews.

fice, the wood, the stones, the dust, the water, are
all nothing before it. The claims put forward by
Elijuh hud stood the test. Jehovah had heard the
pruyer of his servant, and had answered it to the
full,

But Elijah has yet another check to present, Not

| this time in the presence of the people.  For that

there is no need. He counts upon the answer, and
bids Ahab prepare for it. Then he goes up to the

| top of Curmel to pray. The first prayer brought

Tuar which will not bear testing is worthless, The |

radesman to whom you hand a piece of :noney will
fling the coin on the counter to discover if it is good

or bad. If it ring false he will not receive it. You |

may buy at some shops glittering ornaments which
appear to be all jewels and gold. But take them to
the jeweler, and if they cunnot stand the test he ap-
plies he will tell you they ure utterly without value,
When you present a cheek at the bunk for payment
you are testing its genuinencss. If it bear the test,
if the cash be handed you in exchange for it, all
is well,  But supposing the cashier refuses to honor
it. There must be some mistake about the check,
something wrong, some fulse signature. There is
but ono other ulternative, namely, that the bunk it-
self has failed. Its supposed ability to meet d 1
is a deception if it cannot stand the test.

Wesaw in the lust lesson how the claims of Baal
and of his worshipers were putto the test before the
king and the people of Israel, and how they were
proved utterly worthless. To-day we have to look
at the claims of Jehovah, as put forth by his prophet,
Elijah. *“If the Lord be God, then follow him,”
says Elijah. He alone among the assembly claims
for Jehovah the undivided allegiance of Israel, and
@ the Lord’s servant he is willing to put these
cluims to the test. Notice three things about his
conduct :

1. He is in no undue haste about the matter, He |

can quictly wait while the priests of Baul are calling
upon their God, *‘from morning until evening,”
And after they have failed there is no hurry in his
movements, He bids the peeple come nesr; in
their sight he carefully and deliberately repuirs the
ruined altar of God, reminding them, by the twelve
stones, of their obligations to the God of their
fathers.

2. Heis not afraid to make the test as thorough
and searching as possible, by drenching the wood
and the sacrifice laid upon it, and filling a deep

down fire. The second proyer brought down a
plenteous rain upon parched and famine-stricken
land. Jchovah was not limited to the one test of
fire. His power was not exhausted.

There are plenty who will tell young people to-
day thut religion is a tiresome, gloomy thing; that
the service of God is hard and irksome, and yields
no pleasure or profit to those who engage in it. The
faithful teacher will give a contrary witness, How
are the young to know which is right? Let them
test the claims put forward by the Lord’s servants,
and see whether or no he is worthy to be served.
David, King of Israel, and Philip of Bethsuida, both
invited their friends to test the record that they
gave: “Tasteand see,” Pua. 84. 8. * Come and
see.”” John 1. 46. ‘There are two different ways of
testing. There is

(1) The way adopted by the people of Israel,
They stood on Carmel to witness what was done,
They drew near to Elijuh, and saw the altar raised
and the sacrifice laid on it. They cven assisted him
by fetching the water. They listened to his
prayer. They watched him present the check.
They beheld the answer, and were convineed— forced
td confess :  “ The Lord, he is the God ! " 8o im-
pressed were they that, at the command of Elijah
(carrying out Deut. 13, 8), they at once scized the
priests of Baal and slew them. Later on they
shared in the benetits of the rain. And yet their
hearts were untouched. In spite of all they had
witnessed they did not turn to the Lord.

There are things as convincing to be seen now,
Here is a life cold, and selfish, and dull, and gloomy.
Suddenly the fire of divine love deseends upon it
and it is changed, transfi h 4 full of
warmth, and zeal, and brightness, Here.is the
mourner rejoicing, the burdened one walking
lizhtly 5 here nre persons with little enough of this
world’s  wealth or pleasure satisfied and happy.
Here is a sufferer who has comfort to spare for
others; a dying one full of joyful anticipation,
Watch these servants of God, and you see their
checks are honored. This ought to convince, but
this alone cannot convert.
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(2) The way taken by Elijah himself. He did
not watch others, This is a good way, but his was
a better one still, He presented the check himself.
He put the Lord’s power, and the Lord’s willing-
ness to hear, to the proof, not because he had
any doubt, but because he was in need. The
sign which worked conviction in the people
brought triumph and glad thanksgiving to him. It
inspired him with fresh fuith, so that he foretold
the rain before he had ever asked for it. This is the
Vast and happiest test. Ccme to God yourself in
faith, and you will find in your own experience
that he is indeed “a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek him.”

. Bible Reading Lesson Analysis.
The Prophet of the Lord, 1 Kings 18, 30-46.

1. Living near the Lord in person, as all Christians
ghould be living, let us urge others to come and test
him, ver. 80, * O taste and see that the Lord is good.”
Pea. 34. 8; 1 Pet. 2. 3; Jer. 20. 13; 1 Cor. 1. 9; Micah
7. 20.

2. God convinces, sui'sfies, only those that come near
to him, through his agents, ver. 30. *‘No man cometh
unto the Father but by me.”” John 14. 6, 16; 15.4,7;
Dent. 5. 27; Isa, 1. 18; Jas. 4. 8,

8. Man has his part to do would he gain the saving
attention of God, vers, 31-33. ** Except these abide in
the ship, ye cannot be saved.” Acts 27. 315 Gen. 6.
14, 18; Heb. 11. 7; Acts 17. 30; 2. 1-3.

4. The twelve stones used by Elijah to build his altar
represented the unity of Israel; so God’s people are one
in all ages and places, ver, 81. ‘ And he said, Thy name
shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel; foras a prince
hast thou power with God and with men, and hast pre.
vailed.” Gen. 32. 28; Deut. 82. 9; 2 Tim. 2. 19; 1 Peter
1.15; Rev, 21. 8.

5. To get ready for the purifying fire from above we
must arrange the altar of the heart, ver, 33. *If T re-
gard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.”
Psa. 66. 18; 1 8am. 7. 3; Prov, 23. 26; Mal. 3. 10; Matt.
15. 18,

6. Wemust extinguish every lingering spark of the
fire of self-sufficiency, vers, 33-35. *‘There is a gener-
ation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not
washed from their filthiness.” Prov. 30. 12; Luke 15, 16;
Matt. 5. 20; 23. 25-28; Isa. 65. 5.

7. We can acceptably arrange the sacrifice by repent-
ance, belief, and confession, but God can only afford the
sin-consuming flame, ver, 88, *‘ Not by works of right-
eousness which we have done, but according to his
mercy, he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost.” Titus 3. 5; 2 Tim. 1. 9;
Rom. 11, 6; Matt, 8. 11; Prov. 20. 9.

8. Elijah wrought in all this daring earnestness for
God's glory, and not for himself, ver. 87. * Hear me,
O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou
art the Lord God.” John 13. 15; 17. 4; 1 Chron. 16. 28;
Isa. 42.8; Pea, 57. 5.

9. The history of Christian experience ghows that
when the sacrifice is ready the divine fire is not long de-
layed, ver, 88, “The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt
not despisa.”” Psa. 51.17; Mal. 8. 10; Luke 15.7, 10;
Eph. 1. 13, 1 John 1.9.

10. As the servants of God we may at any time be
called upon to do very unpleasant duties, ver. 86. * Not
with eye-service, as men-pleasers; but as the servants

of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.” Eph.
6. 6; 2 Chron. 2. 31; Deut. 8, 2. 16; Jus, 1. 12; Gen, 22,
3,12,

11. The intensity of the heat of the fires of renewing
grace is well symbolized in ver. 38. * Verily, verily,
1 say unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God." John 3. 3; Gal. 6. 15; Titus
8. 5; 1 Peter 1. 23; 1John 3. 9; 5. 18,

12. Other miracles wrought by God through his serv.
ants: **And he said: Cast it on the ground. And he
cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent.” Exod.
4.8; 8. 17; 14, 20-28; Judges 7. 16-22; 14. 19; 2 Kings
22U,

18. Elijah here became an administrator of divine
law, ver, 40, * He that sacrificeth unto any God, save
unto the Lord only, he shall be utterly destroyed."
Exod. 22.20; Deut. 17, 2-5; Neh. 9. 26, 27; Isa. 65, 11-13;
18am. 15. 83,

14. Here is an illustration of perfect faith in God,
ver. 41. **Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.” Heb. 11.1; Dun,
3.17; 6 10; Mark 11, 22; Isa. 28, 16, with 1 Pet. 2. 6,

15. Answers to prayer are not always instantaneously
granted, ver. 45, ** And shall not God avenge his own
elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he
bear long with them.”" Luke 18. 7} Rev. 6. 10; sy
66. 10; Prov. 17. 8; 2 Cor. 12. 8, 9.

16. The Lord empowered Elijah for this daring special
service, and o he will qualify you for every duty he
imposes upon you, ver. 46. *“‘And he said unto me,
My grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made
perfect in weakness.” 2 Cor. 12. 9; 1 Sam. 14, 6; Isa.
40, 20; Micah 8. 8; Acts 1.8, 9.

Lessons:
1. Do you know of a broken altar of God? Repair
t!

2. God has but one Church in this world, those that
love him, ver. 31,

3. We each have apart to do upon the altar and the
sacrifices, then God will send the five, vers, 31-85.

4. Pray God to wonderfully manifest his glory, vers,
36, 87.

5. Faith is prophetic. Its vision is stronger than
that of sight, vers, 41-44,

Berean Methods.
Hintas for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

Notice the time—three .years and a half after the
drought began ; hour of evening sacrifice, just when
the offering wae laid on the altar in Jerusalem. ... The
place—Carmel ; the sea ; brook Kishon; plain of Es-
draelon ; Jezreel in the distance ; a word-picture....
‘The persons—people ; priests ; king ; Elijah; were
theseall? Onemore—God wasthere! What traits did
he show on that occasion ?....The events—altar;
wood ; offering; water; prayer; fire; adoration;
vengeance ; prayer again ; rain ; more word-pictures.
....The teuchings, How should we pray, as shown in
this lesson ? What traits of characterare we here rec-
ommended to seek ?.... What in this leseon shows on
what side it is bestto be ¢

References. Freeman. Ver. 83 : ““ Barrels,” 308.
Ver. 36 : Hour of evening sacrifice, 311, Ver. 41: Sound
of rain, 812. Ver. 42: Face between the knees, 313.
Ver. 46: Girdle ; running footmen, 314. .
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Primary and Inermediate.

LessoNn Tuouveur, God Hears Prayer. Review last
lesson. Let some child tell what the prophets of Baal
were trying to do, how they acted, and how it was all
in vain. “Tell how long they had prayed, from morn-
ing until the middle of the afternoon, Now'it was
Elijah's turn. Tell how Elijah prepured the altar.
First, he called all the people to come near him. He
let them see all that he did. They watched with a great
deal of interest. Tell how their faith in Baal had been
ghaken, by seeing how the prophets of Baal called
upon him in vain, Now, they wunted to see if Elijah's
God could hear.

ELWJAH'S PRAYER,

Tell that at three o'clock in
the afternoon, the time of the
evening sacrifice, Elijah prayed.
Read his prayer, verses 86 and
87. He * came near." Elijah
had built an altar. That was
God's command. He bad sluin
a bulicck aund put it upon the
altar, That was also God's
command. .Elijah obeyed God.

Now that Jesus has come, we do not have to build an
altar, Jesus is the u We do not have to slay ani-
mals to offer upon the altar.
rifice that God is pleased to see.

Jesus himself is the sac- |
If we obey God as |

Elijah did, we shall come to Jesus when we pray, and !

simply ask him to do what he has promised to do—to
Jwas 1y our sins, and to keep our hearts and hands
free from sinning. Teach that God is just as ready to
hear the littlest child as he was to hear Elijah, and that
he is sure to answer when we come to him as Elijah
did—in the spirit of obedience and love.

THE LORD'S ANSWER,

Read the 88th and 39th verses. Teach that when we
pray we shall not see fire fall from heaven, but if we
believe God we shall feel the sweet spirit of peace full
upon our hearts. The Israelites who had been wor-
shiping false gods, nnd hardly knew that there was a
God in heaven, needed to see =ome gign with their eyes;
but we who have the life of Jesus to read, and so much
teaching about him, ought to be able to trust his word.
Tell what was done with the prophets of Baul,
and why—not as an act of vengence. but of mercy,
that other people might be saved from their false
teachings.

Describe Elijah on Mount Carmel watching for the
rain God had promised. He believed God, and 8o he
went to see the storm gather, When we have prayed
for something, if it is something God has promised, we
must look for it. Teach that such faith honors God.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

Serious, solemn hour! There is the altar of Baal, its
wood and sacrifice untouched by fire. In confused
groups stand the false prophets, stained with the blood-
marks of their late frenzied worship. The people, look-
ing on, wond »r what next will be done. * Come near
unto me," cries Elijah. The people gather about him.
He i alone, the champion of a broken altar, a dishon-
ored faith, and a neglected God. * Will he try?" ask
the people. Yes, he will try. Laying stone upon stone,
he raises once more the memorial of God’s worship.
He digs a trench about it. He arranges the wood and
the sacrifice. For what does he ask ¥ Water, four
barrels, all to be poured on the altar? To be done a
second time? A third time? * He is crazy as those

other prophets,” some one says, It is now the hour for
evening sacrifice. IHow touching the thought! How
many have met God at that hour, prophets, priests,
kings, far back through the long centuries! Some of
those present must have recalled days when on their
housetops, in Jerusalem’s courts, in far-off journeys by
lund or sea, they observed the hour for evening sacri-
fice. Elijah is now kneeling at the altar, His voice is
heard in tremulous, earnest, solemn supplication to God
Such a short prayer, such a straight-going prayer to
God! In contemptuous wonder, do Baal's prophets
see and listen? Does Elijah really. expect to do any
thing with that drenched, dripping altar? But look!
It is—it is, fire darting down! It fastens upon the wood,
the sacrifice, and then it reaches down to the water in
the trench, and with burning tongue licks it up! Won-
derful sight! The old days huve come back, days when
God’s breath went through the Red Sea, when God's
hands sprinkled the sand with manna, when God's arm
brought Jericho's walls to the ground! The people fall
on their faces. In awe and worship they cry, *“ The
Lord, he is the God!" What does Elijuh say subse-
quently to Ahab? Rain coming? The drought to cease?
How? They separate, Ahab going to the banquet-table,
but Elijah to meet his God. The prophet is on Car-
mel's top. Far away, in silence, stretches the parched
land. Far away, in loneliness, stretches the blue
sea, Elijah prays ; his servant is sent to watch the
sea. Nothingthere, only wave after wave, * Go again
seven times,” cries the prophet, bowing in prayer
That seventh time! Look off now, servant of the man of
God. Alittle cloud; rising out of the sea, *‘ likea man's
hand." It grows, it blackens, it advances. It is the
front of the dark column of the storm. How black are
the heavens! How the wind turns up the sea and caps
with foam the rising waves! And there are rain-drops
on the dry, warm rocks? The rain thickens. It is now
a driving, drenching storm. The long, long drought is
hopelessly broken! Through the rain, careless of the
pools that gather in the road, runs the prophet with
girded loins, speeding away like a footmun before Ahab's
chariot, even to Jezreel.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

Power
Ponistment

MERCY.

This lesson illustrates the answer to prayer, or the
victory of faith. First, came God's power in the con-
suming fire. Second, the punishment of the fulse
prophets. Third, the mercy shown in the plenteous
rain on the parched earth,

BLACKBOARD RENTENCES,

Heb. 12, 29,
Job 33, 12,

Our God is a consuming fire,
God is greater than man.
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B. C.907.]
1 Kings 19, 118, [Commil to memory verses 11-13.]
1 And A’hab told Jez’e-bel all that
E-llguh had done, and withal how
he had elain all the prophets with
the sword,
2 Then Jez’e-bel sent a messenger
unto E-li’jah, saying, 8o let the
ods do fo me, and more also, if
make not thy life as the life of one
of them by to-morrow about this

e—————— time.

3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his
life, and came to Be’er-she’ba, which belongeth to Ju’dah,
and left Lis servant there.

4 Bat he himself went a day’s journey into the wil-
derness, and eame and sat down under a juniper-tree :
and he requested for himself that he might die : and
said, It is enongh ; now, O Lorp, take away my life ;
for I am not better than my fathers.

5 And as he lay and slept under a juniper-tree, be-
hold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him,
Arise and eat.

6 And he looked, and, behold, Zhere was a cake baken
on the conls. and a cruse of water at his head. And he
did eat and drink, and laid him down again.

7 And the angel of the Lorp came again the second
time and touched him, and said, Arise and eat ;
canse the journey is too great for thee.

8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in
the strength of thut meat forty duys and forty nights
unto Ho’reb the monnt of God.

9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there ;
and, behold, the word of the Lonp came to him, and he
said unto him, What doest thou here, E-li%jah ¥
10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the LorD

Twelve hours only intervened between Elijuh at the
summit of mxdeﬂf and Elijah at the depth of humilia-
tion ; between Elijah giving the law to Israel. sla; 'Inf
the enemies of God, commanding the king, and E! *Lx
flying from the post of duty at a woman's threat, After
aday of excitement and tension came a day of exhaus-
tion'and wenkness. He saw himself again left alone,
not a hand lifted to protect him from Jezebel's hate.
In a moment of fear he fled, and paused not even upon
the edge of the desert, but plunged into the waste, fear-
‘"f its desolation less than his fellow-man. God dealt
with him in more than a mother's tenderness, strength-
ening his wasted strength by food, refreshing his over-
wrought brain by sleep, calming his stormy soul by the
influences of nature, leading him through the scenery
of that wilderness in which his ancestors had passed a

Explanatory and

Verse 1, Ahab told Jezebel, Perhaps in the hope
of wlnnlnﬁ her over to the side of the reform; perhaps
because already he felt the power of her will over nis
own. All that Elijjah had done, The sacrifice, the
slanghter of the priests, and the prayer for rain. BLllll

al e prop e of the Baalite proy
wa: the act which roused all the flerceness of Jezebel's
nature,

2. Then Jezebel, Shewas a Zidonian, the danghter of
a king, and proud. determined, and unscrnpulouns in
character, That all the nation had in an hour changed
sides from Baal to Jehovah did not influence her a par-
ticle. She resolved to stand her ground, to oppose
reform, and to strike down at one blow her great enemy
Elijah. Sent a messenger, In the intensity of her rage,
and in her confidence of power, she was searcely cau-
tious: or her purpose may have heen to drive him out
of the city by her thrext. So let the gods do, A form
of vow, which was supposed to point to utter destrnetion,
like the modern utterances of profanity. Thy life
the life, A warning that if he remained in the conntry
he should suffer the fate which he had meted out to
others. (1) How often the wicked ’pl(m and proclaim, as
if there were no God in the world!

3. When he saw that, Saw that the queen, who
was the power behind the throne, had resolved to op-
pose the reform; that the king had yielded to her ir-
resixtible influence: and that the people, who hut yes-
terday had procliimed their allegiance to God, were
now submissive to her will: he felt that his efforte hal
heen vain, and that the cause of God was utterly lost.
He arose, and went for ife. He was hopeless,
and fearful, in the revulsion of his feelings, after the

LESSON VIII. ELIJAH AT HOREB. [Aug. 23,

God of hosts : for the children of Is’ra-el have forsuken
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and sluin thy
prophets with the sword ; and 1, even I only, am left;
and they seek mdy life, to take it awny.

11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the monnt
before the Lorp. And, behold, the Lorp pussed by,
and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and
brake in pieces the rocks hefore the Lorp : but the
LoRD was not in the wind : andafter the wind un earth-
quake ; but the LoRD was not in the earthquake :

12 And after the eurthquake a fire ; iuf the Lorp was
not in the fire : and after the fire a still emall voice.

13 And it was #0, when E-i’jah heard it. that he
wrapped his face in his muntle, and wentout, and stood
in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, tiere came
a voice unto him, aud said, What doest thou here,
E-lWjab ¢

14 And he said, Tha o been very jealous for the Lorn
God of hosts : becuuse the children of Isra-el have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and
glain thy prophets with the sword ; and I, even I only,
am left ; and they seek my life, to take it away.

15 And the Lorp said unto him, Go, return on thy
way to the wilderness of Da-mas’cus : and when thon
comest, anoint Haz’a-el fo be king over Syr/i-a:

16 And Je’hu the son_of Nim’shi shalt thou anoint /o
be over Is’ra-el : und E-li’sha the son of Sha’phat, of
A’bel-me-ho’lah, shalt thou anoint fo de prophet in thy

room, 5
17 And it shall come to [in.-s, that him that escapeth
the sword of Haz’a-el shall Je’hn nlnf". and him that
escapeth from the sword of Je’hu shall E-li’sha slay,
18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Is’ra-el all
the knees which have not bowed unto Ba'al, and every
mouth which hath not kissed him.

Statement.

generation. At the same mountain, perhaps in the same
cleft of the rock, where Moses met God, and saw the di-
vine glory pass before him, Elijah heard a strange, still
voice, which to his prophet's ear, sttuned to the subtle
harmonies of the Spirit, was the voice of God. Rever-
ently he listened to its question, and strove to answer it
with excuseg for his conduct. The Almighty does not
even rebuke him for his recreancy—that his own
awnkened conscience had already done. But God gave
him what he needed—work to occupy his mind and
body, encouragement to show Lim that he had not
lived in vain, since geven thousand souls were still loyal
to the truth, and companionship with one who should
earry on his work when he should have pagsed away.
‘With spirit strengthened by the revelation, the prophet
goes back once more to his forsuken fleld,

Practical Notes,

seeming trinmph of yesterday to the seeming fuilure of
to-day; and he forgot that God could care for both his
cause and his prophet. Came to Beer-sheba, Nearly
100 miles south of Jezreel, on the borders of the wilder-
ness, in the extreme gouth of the territory of Judah. He
must have required two days to reach it, ever. if he
traveled all night, Belongeth to Judah, Originally
to Simeon (Josh, 19. 2), but afterward nbsorbed by the
more powerful tribe. Left his servant, Perhups be-
canse he was unable to jonrney further. (2) Strength
and weakness lie close together in the characters of great
men.

4, Went a dny's journey. He did not dare to re-
main in the territory of Judah, beeause it king was on
terms of friendship and alliaince with Ahah, snd might
deliver him up to death. Into the wilderness. The

1k, gravelly desert. now called ¢/ 7ih. Under a
-tree,  More likely the broom, a shrub found in
the Sinaitic wilderness, Requested . . . that he
might die, Suffering from the reaction of an intense
excitement: weary from his long journey; in need of
companionghip, food, and sleep; feeling that his work
has been a failure, and emitten with conviction of his
own unworthiness, in flying from the post of duty; he
longs for death. AJl this story i in accordance with
the deepest principles of mental and physical science,
I am not hetter than my fathers. Conscience up-
hraids him for his own unfaithfulness, cowardice, and
jrresolution; and he judges himself sternly, and decides
that he i not worthy of living. (3) How fortunate it
is for us that God does not always answer our mistaken
prayers!

5. Slept under a juniper-tree. God gently supplies
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the needs of his physical nature before dealing with the
moral aspects of his conduct. Anangel touched him.
A divine messenger, sent from heaven, comes to minister
to him. So God dealt with his people, in ancient days,
in thut very desert, and so, though invisibly, he deuls
with us still, Arise and eat, God supports him, and
provides for him. for God has yet great work for him
wdo. () How yften have God's people found their needs
et by his care !

6. A cake, baken on the coals. [t is not necessary
to suppose that he saw a fire, and the cake baking in
its embers: but unl,v that he saw a cake of a kind
which is buked. Whether prepared by the angel, or
dropped in the desert by some wanderer, we cunnot
tel A cruse of water. A jur or bottle. At his
d. Literally, *“at his pillow," which umr- have

a stone, or the sand, or his garment rolled ur.
nd drink. He took the food, in a dazed, half-

Ent
awake consciousness, ate, and then loy down to sleep
once more; for sleep was his greatest need.

7,8. The second time, * Eat a second time, for
otherwise the journey will be too great for thee," is the

meuning of the passuge. Went in the strength, En-
dowed with preternatural strength from the food fur-
nished by God, he was able to muke the journey.
(5) How like the Bread of Life, sent down from heaven !
That meat. Food would be a better translation for
our time. rty days and forty nights. Horeb was
onfy thirteen days’ jouraey, but the entire time spent at
the mountain may be included. In the same region
Moses passed the same length of time without food,
and some have thought thut the temptation of Christ
was in this desert This wus perhaps to show Elijnh
that God could support him even without earthly
menns, and lhereby to strengthien his fuith, Horeb the
mount of God. This is probably the same peak else-
where called Sinai, and supposed to be the mountain
now known as Ras Sufs:feh, in the southern part of
the peninsula. It is called *“the mount of God,” be-
cause there God showed himsell to Moses, and revealed
his law to the Israelites.

9. Unto a cave. Literally, * unto the cave,” that is,
some well known ca perhaps the *‘cleft of the
rock ™ in which Moses saw the Lord. Exod. 82, 22,
Lodzed there. Passed the night there. Word of the
Lord. Perhaps God's revelation was made in u vision
during the night. \What doest thou here? 7hou,
called to be u leader of God's host, hiding from ene-
mies; kere, when the post of duty is in Isruel. It was
aquestion of tenderness, yet of rebuke. (6) God sees
{1 Tl ko e oncs ot f Mo Dl i God's plan st
(1) He i lace in s m
render an account of himaself.

10. And he sald, Elijah's answer shows a spirit of
petulance, ﬂndlnf fuult not only with his people, but
also with God. It is in some degree a defense of his
conduct in fleeing from his land. Very jealous. Not
for his own glory or interest, but for the Lord's canse.
Children of Israel. The reference is to the ten tribes,
hut it is equally true of Judah. Forsaken thy cove-
nant. They were u covenant people, pledged to the
service of God and enjoying his special care: but they
had broken their vows, Thrown down thine altars.
After the separation from Judah, altars had been
erected in varions places for the worship of such us
could not go to Jerusalem. Slain thy prophets, Jez-
ebel had led in the persecution, hut the people had not
resisted her acts, and were therefore held responsible.
I, even I only. Elijah felt always a sense of loneli-
ness, and more than once spokeof it, There were other
followers of @God, but he needed to be assured of them.

11. Go forth. Perhaps the design of the revelation
which followed was to show Elijah that God's presence
and his power were not always manifested through
startling events. Elijuh needed to learn that the in-
visible forces of nature are as full of God as those
which seem greater, Wind rent the mountains,

This had been Elijuh’s way of reformation for Israel;
but God had a better way. e Lord was not in the
wind. The true glory of God is not in overpowering
majesty, but in his attributes of love and mercy.

nall voiee. Literally, “a sound of
=oft stillness.” Just the gentle, peaceful, comforting
voice needed by his wounded heart. To him it was
rest und consolation—perhups nothing more; Lut to us,
fuvored by further revelation, it lights up the fuct that
“The law was given by Moses, but grace und truth
came by Jesus Christ.” John 1, 17,

13, 14, Heard it. His prophel's insight enabled
him to recognize the voice of God, and he humbly
waited for its revelution. Dropped his tace. The
holiest of men is afraid to look upon the glory of God.

is ma . Probubly a clouk of untanned sheepskin.
mtood, The posture of service and submission.
There cume a voice, Perhups not uudible, but »
cleurly supernatuul impression upon his spiritual sense.
What doest thou here T See notes on verses 9, 10.

15. And the Lord said. Three things God gave to
Elijuh in this interview: 1.) A purpose in life, some
definite work to occupy him, and suvé him from brood-
ing. 2) Companionship, by having a disciple und sue-
cessor, 3.) Assurunce that he had not lived in vain,
since seven thousand were still faithful. Go, return
on thy way. (8) Active service is the best cure for dis-
couragement. Vo the wilderness o nascus. The
country between Bashan und not far from
the prophet’s home, Gilead. Perhaps this
word is not to be tuken literully, but means **appoint,”
or “set apart.” Hazael., He was the general under
Ben-hadad 1L, king of Damascus; and not long after
this he slew his master, succeeded him as king, and be-
came a scourge to punish Isruel. Syria. The country
north of Ieruel, between the Lebanon range and the
desert; constantly at war with Israel for the supremucy
of the lands between Egypt and the Euphrates,

16. Jehu. A general under Ahab, who was des.
tined to slay his son und obtain his throne. Son of
Nimshi. Nimshi was Jehu's grandfather (2 Kings 9. 20),
but was perhaps more famous than his son, who wus
Jehu's father. Shalt thou anoint. Neither of these
two commissions were, as far as we know, fulfilled by
Elijah personally. See 2 Kings 8. 7-15, and 9. 1-3.
But they were rrepnred for by him and at the right time

shed under his successor. Elisha the

phat. He was a young farmer of the Jor-
dan valley, utterly unlike Elijah, yet precisely adapted
to carry on the work which he had begun. Abel-me-
holah.” The meadow of the dance:' an unknown
luce in the northern part of the valley of the Jordan.
'rophet in thy room. This was not a displacement
of Elijah, for he continned in office for several yeurs;
but it was a promise of a companion and helper who
should carry on his work after his own departure,

17. The sword of Hazael. He afterward conquered
nenrlly all of Isrnel's territory, and slew muny of its
people, and earried others into captivity. 2 Kings 8. 12;
13.3. Shall Jehu slay, He slew the whole house of
Ahab, and all the leaders of the Bmul»wnrum‘ﬂnx
element, 2 Kings 10, 17, 23-25. Shall Elisha slay,
Not with the sword, but with his prophetic utterances,
which pronounced their doom, as in Hos, 6. 5.

18, Yet 1 have left. The Revised Version changes
this into * I will leave; " meaning that out of ull the
sluughter the *seven thousand " faithful ones should

exempt. a8 a remnant to transmit the truth to com-
ing generntions, Seven thousand, A round number,
symbolie of completeness, and showing that Elijah was
not ulone in God's service. (9) God knows better than
we how many are his followers. Knees which have not
howed, The worshipers of God stood at his altar; the
idolaters bowed and fell prostrate before theirs,
Kissed him, Idolater< kissed the image, sometimes
on the face, and sometimes on the feet.

HOME READINGS,
M. Elijah at Horeb. 1 Kings 19, 1-18,
7', Moses's request for death, Num. 11, 10-23.
V. Moses's fast. Exod. 31. 23-35,
Th.'The fasting of Christ, Matt 4, 1-11,
F. The voice of God. Matt. 3, 13-17.
8. The power of his voice. Psa, (8. 28-35,
8. TForsuken by his people. Psa, 69, 1-18,

GOLDEN TEXT,
And after the fire a still small voice, 1 Kings 19, 12,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 148, Dominion Hymnal.
Come, ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys be known,
Joi - in a song with sweet accord,
While ye surround his throne.
No. 87, Dominion Hymnal.
Our blest Redeemer, ere he breathed

His last farewell,
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Xo. 66, Dominion Hymnal,
In the shadow of the Rock,
Let me rest.

TIME.—B, C. 907, immediately following the last
lesson.

PLACES.—1, Beer- nhabn in the south of Judah ;
2. Mount Horeb, in the Sinaitic wilderness ; 3, Damas-
cus, the capital 1 of Syria ; 4. Abel-meholah, "in the Jor-
dun valley,

RULERS,—See Lesson 1V,

DOCTRINAL ersonal with
God.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. The Flight, v, 1-8,
From whom cild Elijuh flee, and why §
How do you account for his sudden fear ¢
What prayer did he offer ¢
What state of mind did this disclose ?
Whut occurred by the juniper-tree ¥
Where did he gq !
2. The Vision, v. 9-14,
What did the Loxd say to him ?
What was his answer
‘Was this excuse valid ¢
How was Elijah affected by the vnrloul manifesta-
tions
What was their significance ¥
3. The Command, v. 15-18,
‘What did the Lord direct him to do ?
Did God answer his foolish prayer ¥
Who was appointed to succeed him
W hul‘in ophecy wus uttered ? ver. 17.
How did God show him his mistake ¥
Practical Teachings.
‘Where in this lesson do we learn —
1. The mistake of nuemrtlng to ucnpe duty ¥
2. The mistake of foolish prayer ¥
h.i L'I;)h:i mistake of supposing that we only are serving
the

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. The Flight, v, 1-8.
What news came to Jezebel ?
What threatening message was sent to Elijah ?
Where did the prophet retire for safety ?
What was his prayer In the wilderness ?
Who appeared to him
What was the angel’s commnnd ?
What strength was given the prophet ?
2. The Vision, v, 9-14,
What befell the prophet in the cave
What complaint did Elijah make to the Lord ?
What was he bidden to do ¥
What did he hear ¢
How did Elijah acknowledge the voice ?
What question was agked him
Why was the prophet dlscoumgod ?
3. The Command, v. 15-18,
Where was Elijah told to go ?
What two kings was the prophet to anoint ?
‘What prophet should succeed him ¢
What comforting assurance did the Lord give Elijah ?

Teachings of the Lesson,
‘Where are we taught in this lesson—
L That God is nearest us in our greatest needs ?
That the Lord knows and numbers his people ?
b . That the righteous are held in divine remem-
ruuce ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

How did Jezebel feel when she heard what had been
done ¥ She was so angry that she swore by all her
&ods to kill Elij

Waq Elijah bold when he heard of it No, he was
afraid that he ran away to Beer-sheba.

'here did he go?

t down une

ing his servant at Beer-sheba,
A day’s journey into the desert, a
der a'little tree.

He was so sad, what did he ask God ¢ To let him

e,
As he lay andslept, vnlm!nnched him? An angel,
who sald, *¢ Arise, and eat

What could ElUuh find to eal in u desert? He
looked, and there was a cake baken on the coals,
and some water,

After he had eaten and drank, what did be do ¢ Laid
down again under the tree, and again the angel
touched him,

What did he say this time ? “Arl-r and eat, for
you have a long journey to take,

In the strength of this food how long did he walk ¢
Forty dny-, until he came to Mount Horeb, and hid
himself in a cave,

The next mor 5 what did the voice of the lard say
tohimy t doest thou here, Elijah 1"

After Elijuh had told the Lord all his trouble, what
did he tell him to dor “ Go and stand upon the top
of the mountain,”

As Elijah stood there, what did God send ¥ A great
-lronu wind that tore the mountain and broke the

Aﬂor the wind, what? An earthquake, which
shook the ‘rmmi

What nrwr the enrlo}nnket A

Did Elijah hear God's voice in lhe whirlwind, the
unhqunke, or the fire? Not in either, [l(apem
GOLDEN ']

As Eli]uh hh hhn face in his robe and IN(-ned v\lml
did he hear ¥ ** W hat doest thou here, El

What did (zod tell hlm to do?t *“Go blcl lo I)n.
mascus, anoint two kings, and Elisha to be
prophet,

How many did God say there were in Israel who
loved and worshiped him ¢ More than seven thou.

sand.
Words with Little People,

If you will watch and listen for God's *' still small
voice " it will direct and keep your little feet in the way
that leads to the Better Country. You may hear it in
his blessed word as you read it or hear it read ; and it
is that little voice inside which tells you what in right,
aud not to do the wrong. The longer you listen for it
the easier it will be to hear it, and the oftener you obey
it the sweeter it will sound. No rugel from heaven
could guide you better.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]

1. What did Jezebel threaten to do? Kill Elijah,
2. What hnppcned to Elijah as he lu) eleep!ng under
thejunlrer tree ¥ ** An angel fouched
t did the angel bid him do ¥ " Arlu. and

4. How long did Elijah subsist on what he ate and
drank under llm Juniper-tree ¥ * Forty dnyn and
forty nights,”

5. Whom did (he Lord tell Elijah to anoint prophel
inhis room ¢ Elish

CATECHISM QUESTION,
26. What is the Church of Christ ?

The society of those whose bond of union is faith in
Christ as our Divine Redeemer and ow Lord. and who
worship God in his name,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
God's Dealing with Eljjah,

L THI HipiNa.
. Unto a cave, V. 9.
"Thou hast beens shelter for me,”" Psa. 61, 3,

“1will....lay me down ln penceund sleep.” Psa.4.8.
3. Word of the Lord came. . 9.
“ Blessed is the mun that llcnreth " Prov. 8. 34,
4. Whal doest thou here? v.
“ Wherefore didst thou doubl " Matt. 14, 81,
1I. Tue PLea.
1. I have been very jealous, v. 10, 1
“Thou knowest that I love !hec  John 21, 15-17.
2, Israel. . jorsaken thy covenant. v. 10, 14,
“ Like nhoep have gone nslrny o lsn 53. 6.
8. Thrown down thine altars. v. 10, 14,
“Tave forgotten the Lord lhvh God."” Jer. 3, 21,
4. Slaln thy prophets. v. 10, 14,
““We are counted as nheep for the sluughter.” Psa.

5. They seek my life, v 1.
“They hate me With c: lml hatred,” Psu. 25, 19,
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111, T MANIFESTATION,
1. The Lord passed by. v. 11.
“ Will make mysel kno\\n uulo him." Num. 12. 6.
2. A great and alrwq{ wind.
“ Let 1,130, «++the mighty glon In his might,"" Jer.

. The I.ord was not in the wind, v.11.
" Not by ml;ht nor by power." Zech 4.6.
. A still smale L v, 12,
v Sweet is ';!:I volee i SOng of Sol. 2. 14,
. Elijah_hea
* For they know, hll \olca " John 10. 4.
. What doest tho here? v.
* Be not weary in well- domg e TlIEMI 3.13.
. Tue CoMMaND,
. Go, relurn on thy v, 15,
“ Whatsoever th{ hnml ﬂndelh to do, do it with thy
might.”
2. Anoint Hazael. . umiJcIlu . 15, 16,
“God ruleth in the kingdom of ‘men.”” Dun, 5. 21,
8. Elisha. .. inthy room. v. 16,

“ Giveth it to whomsoever he will." Dan. 4. 17.
V. Tue Pumnan.

1. Shall come to pass. v. 17.
+'1 the Lord hlve nuld " Num, 14. 35.
2. Shall . 17.

-Vengoanca belongath unto me." l(ab 10. 30.
8. I have left. .. .seven thousand. v.
“He knoweth them thnl trust \u hlm " Nah. 1. 7,
Vot bowed unto Baal. 8.

" B thon faithful unto death.” Rev. 2, 10,

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
Spiritual Depressioa.

1. The greatest and best of men ure apt to have sea-
sons of discouragement when they ure sorely troubled
by temptations. v, 1-3,

2. The causes of spiritual dsrmnlon are purtly phys-
feal, partly mental, and partly in the surruun u;i‘
Elijah was worn out with lnbor. overwhe!med by
trouble. and encompassed with danger, and his spirit
sank, v,

3. God deals gently with his servauts in their dis-
couragement, not answering their unwise prayers, not
rebuking them for unfaithfulness, but caring for
Imm. watching over them, and supplying their needs,

4. We can bring our deepest troubles to the Lord,
and tell h';m all our griefs, assured that he will listen
to us. v

8. A mnedy for spirituul depression is found in
spiritual work. He who labors for God will be lifted
ap to peace. v. 15-18,

'
HEnglish Teacher’s Notes.

T subject of this lesson is unusually long and
full, and the teacher ought to have no difficulty in
making it interesting to the class. The simplest
view that can be taken of it is one which at once
excites sympathy, We see here

A discouraged man, and how God dealt with him,
Who does not know what it is to be discouraged ?
The child who finds its daily lesson difficult to
master, and sees itsclf outstripped by companions
with quicker comprehension or better memory,
knows, The girl who tries hard to curh her tem-
per, but is over and over again overcome by it,
knows, The youth who finds his employer hard
and exacting knows. The woman who has sought
to do akindness, but finds heroffers rejected, knows,
The man who is seeking to free himself from the
bondage of evil habits knows. And each person
is tempted to think that no oneelse has experienced
just the same fecling, and that he stands alone in
his dejection,  But the passage for to-day shows us a
man, if' possible, more downeast, more despairing
than most who have suffered in this way. And the
man is no obscure individual, no weak-minded

person, no mere waif or stray among his fellow-
creatures, He is a * prophet of the Lord,” and his
divine mission has just been attested in the most
wonderful and striking manner. He has stood forth
as a wituess for Jehovah, and Jehovah has honored
his fuith, Last Sunday we saw him grand, un-
daunted, and triumphant : to-day we see him sunk
into the lowest depth of depression.

Look at him as hesits under the juniper-tree—the
white floweringshrub called Rethem by the Arabs—
resting beneath its shade after his hurried flight
from Jezreel. But a short time ago we saw him
alone by the brook of Cherith; there he could stay
a yeur contented and peaceful ; here he is longing
to get rid of the burden of life, What has made
such a difference in him? Just this: he has gone
astray from that which was the rule of his life. He
went to the brook Cherith * according to the word
of the Lord.” e has come here according to bis
own mind. No wonder ull things are wrong with
him !

But is his dejection altogether wrong? Not alto-
gethier: for look at the subject of it—** Tum no better
than my futhers ! He had hoped to be the instru-
ment of turning the Israclites back to the Lord their
God. But his hopes are defeated, With their lips
they acknowledged Jehovah, but their hearts and
their ways are unchanged. Ie is right to mourn
over this. But there is sclf, and there is want of
faith mingled with it—*‘ they seek my life to take
it away.” Ver, 10. They had done this before, and
God had preserved him., Now that he has been
seeking to save Lis own life it has become a burden,

The girl who is dcjected because she has failed to
curb her temper is right in part—right to mourn
over the sin. But perhaps there may be mingled
with it the mortification of failure. The effort may
have been made in her own strength instead of in
simple dependence on the Lord, It is the burdens
we choose to carry for ourselves which prove too
heavy, and weigh us down. But I have not space
to enlarge on this point. We must go on to see

How the Lord dealt with this discouraged man.
He thought he was of no more good in the world.
The Lord did not think so.  An angel has come
down from heaven to supply his immediate wants.
He is sleeping wearily after his sad journcy. But
he must be fed, lest he might perish with hunger,
There is the ange! to wuake him, and there is the
food ready. Tender watch is kept over him, and
all needful provision made for him, Not until his
body has been strengthened, and his mind had time
to recover in some measure its balance, does the
searching question come to him : % What doest thou
here, Elijaht”

This question finds him at Horeb, far away from
the place where his work lies, in the lonely descrt,
amid the grand surroundings of the spot where the
law has been given to Isracl.  Although he had
started without divine direction, no doubt the hand
of the Lord guided him hither. Though he had
taken a-false step, he was not left to his own way.
And here, to this one lonely, dejected mun, the Lord
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quake, the fire, come one after the other to teach
him. And then the *still small voice” bids him
go forth again on the Lord’s errand, gives him a
commission to those who are to be the instruments
of chastisement for rebellious Israel, and domforts
him with the prospeet of & prophet to take his place
and follow up his work, and with the assurance
that there are yet hearts in Israel truly loyal to
Jehovah,

Thus the Lord provided for, guided, taught, and
comforted his discouraged servant, and, instead of
casting him aside as uscless, sent him forth on fresh |
work,

The discouraged boy or girl in the present day
may behold no wonders such as Elijuh saw ut
Horeb., But what does that matter? The Lord
was not in the wind, nor in the varthquake, nor in
the fire, 1t was when the ** still small voice " spoke
that Elijah recognized the Lord's presence, And
this voice may be heard by the most troubled, the
most wretehed, the most erring. The message may |
vary for each one; but assurcdly this will be a
part of it: ** Hear, and your soul shall live ;" ** Come
untome, . . . and I will give you rest.” Isa, 55.3;
Matt, 11. 28,

gives a sight of his wonders, The wind, the earth- t

Bible Reading Liesson Analysis.
Elijah at Horeb. 1 Kings 19, 1-18,

1. Under these circumstances of trial how fortunate
it wonld have been for Ahab if Jezebel had bheen a wife
*“from the Lord!" ver, 1. ** A prudent wife is from the
Lord.” Prov. 19. 14; Gen. 24. 3; 28. 1; Prov. 31. 10, 12;
1Cor. 14. 34.

2, Might the character of Jezebel have been as:
“ Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from fol-
lowing after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go;
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people shall
be my people, and thy God my God." Ruth1, 16; 1Sam.
25. 3; Esth. 2. 15-17; Luke 1. 6; 1 Pet. 3.9,

8. Other oaths equally impulsive, rash, unwarranted,
ver, 2. *God do o and more also to me, if the head o
Elisha theson of Shaphat shall stand on him this day.”
2 Kings 6. 31; Gen. 25. 33; Judges 11. 30, 31; Matt. 14.7;
Acts 23, 21,

4, Elijah forgot to consult God hefore fleeing, ver. 3,

“Hide not thy fuce far from me; put not thy servant
away in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not,
neither forenke me, O God of my salvation." Psa. 27, 9;
Isa. b 2 Deut. 33. 27 2Cor. 1. 4, 6; John 14, 18,
5. ah's faith in God wavering for a moment he be-
came discouraged, ver.4. “‘And what the land is,
whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood there-
inor not. And he Ye of good courage, and bring of the
fruit of the land.” Num. 13. 20; Deut. 81, 6; Josh.
1.6, 7,9, 18; Jer. 1. 8; Ezek. 3.9,

6. Other urpex\mnces of God to man nsing the same
instramentality, ver. 5. ““And I heard a man’s voice
between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said,
Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.
Dan. 8. 16; Gen. 18. 19; Mutt, 1. 20; Aects 12,7

7. In Elijah’s depressed condition God first cared for
his body, giving it sleep and food. The man in a worn-
out body is without oppo'rtunity, vers, 5-8. ‘“So he |

Pg |

giveth his beloved sleep.” Psa. 127, 2; Neh. 9. 21;
2 Kings 4. 42; Matt, 14. 15-21; Gen. 9. 3.

8. Elijah's continned faithfulness to God proved by
his prompt obedience, ver. 8. * Now therefore. if ye |
will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant. then |
ve shall be a peculiar treasure unto me nbove all people:
or all the earth is mine.”" Exod. 19. 5; Gen. 6. 22; Psa.
119, 16; Matt, 1. 24; Acts 26, 19, ,

9. The purpose of divinely appointed fasting was dis- |
ciplinary, God's _way of ordering man to reflect,
ver, 8. *““When I wept and chastened my soul with

-

fasting, that was my reproach.”  Psu, 69, 10; Isa. 58,
6,7; Matt. 4.1, 2; Exod. 34. 28,20; Deut. 9.9, 18,

10. Study closely God's way of working his will iy
changing men's hearts, vers. 9-13. ** And it shall come
to pass. while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee
in a cleft of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand
while I pasx by.” "Exod. 33. 22; Matt, 16. 24; Johy
6. 44; Psa, 78. 34; 51. 8-13.

11. An accurate and impressive description of degen.
erate Israel, ver. 10. ** Now these things were our ex.
amples, to the intent we should not ufter evil
things, a8 they also lusted.,” 1 Cor. 10. Isa. 24, 5;
65. 3-7; 1 Kings 18, 4; Matt, 23. 37, 38,

God accomplishes the profoundest changes iy
human not hg of terror, but of
tenderness, vers. 11. 12. * And they said one to another,
we are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we
saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, ang
we would not hear.” Ge 21; 1 Cor. 1, 12; 1 John
8. 21; John 3. 16; Deut. 7. 7,

13. Like his Master, the minister is more effective
with loying persuasion than with bitter denunciation,
“ For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, byt
i y through God to the pulling down of strong.
" 2 Cor, 10. 4; 1 Tim. 1. 18, 19; Rom. 1. 16; Matt,
22, 87-39; Mark 12, 33.

14, Despondency in religion is a sign of sloth. Hard
work for God will scatter it, vers, 13-17. *‘ And let us

| not be weary in well doinr:eror in due season we shall

reap, if we fuint not.” Ga
Num, 25. 13; Prov. 22, 13.

15. It was Elisha's tenderness and not Elijah’s sword
that won reformation in Israel, ver. 16. *‘ Repent; or
else 1 will come unto thee quickly, and will fight aguinst
them with the sword of my mouth.” Rev. 2. 16; Psa,
37, 80; Prov. 10. 31; Isa. 11. 4; 49. 2.

. 9; Luke 2. 49; Eph. 4.28;

Lessons :
1. God cannot use in his cause a discouraged man,
Usually d flows from di 1 pride,

2. We should never swerve from duty till God in
conscience commands it.
3. God will never allow his children to break down,
The supporting angel will always appear at the right
ime.

4. God respects the body as the home of the soul,
Practically, our bodies are no small part of ourselves,
5. God is love, not fire; he is tenderness, not terror;
peace, not a sword,

6. If & man ran away from God and daty. to secare
pardon, he must return to God and to still harder
service.

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,
Call forth from the class a description of Elijah on Car-
mel, in power and trinmph, as shown in the last lesson.
....Draw a sketch-map of Palestine and the Sinaitic
wilderness, and loeate on it, Carmel, Samaria, Jerusa-
lem, Beer-sheha, Mount Horeb or Sinai....Indicate the
journey of Elijah. and tell its story, to the ** day’s jour-
ney into the wilderness "....Show the traits and sins
involved in this sudden change in Elijah’s conduct; its
cowardice, unfaithfulness, distrust of God, etc....
Present the causes which led to it, in 1.) Want of occu-
pation; 2.) Nervons exhaustion, mind sympathizing
with body:; 8.) Loneliness: 4.) Apparent failure. ..
Trace the journey still further to Monnt Horeb, and
relate God'’s dealing with Elijah....What were the
tacks given to Elijah ?....How did God's revelation
and the duties assigned to Elijah relieve his spiritual
trouble #....How does this lesson teach us, 1) The
canses of spiritual depression ¢ 2) The cure for
spiritnal depression. ... If the teacher will read the re
markable sermen by F. W, Robertson on ** Elijah," he
will find many thoughts in it which can be used in
teaching.

References., Freeman. Ver. 4: Day’s journey, 315.
Ver. 6: Brend making, 11. Ver. 4: The *“cruse.” 260.
Ver, 13: Covering the face, 816. Ver, 18: Baal, 184
Ver. 18: Kissing, as an act of homage, 427.

Primary and Intermediate,

LessoN Tuoveur. God Talks with His Children.
It may be well to let the children tell the story of pre
vious lessons, Let one tell of the famine, who sent it,
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why it was gent, etc. Another might tell where Elijnh
&t 1, why he was obliged to hide, and how long he
re ned hidden, Call upon another to describe the
meeling between Ahab and Elijah, and let another tell
of the scene on Mount Carmel. The teacher may need
to help the children in' bringing out the impor
points, but such a course will stimulate interest and
tention on the part of the children. To be tuu
1.) That losing faith in God makes us afraid. 2.) Thu
God remembers us when we forget him. 8.) That God
never leaves his children alone,

1. Tell the story of A s return to his home after
the scene on Mount Carmel, There is room for vivid
word-picturing here—Ahab’s shame over the defeat of
Baal's pr("‘))el-‘; Jezebel's rage; the threatening mes-
sage to Elijah; the sudden fear and flight, und the
prayer for death. Elijuh had forgotten that God is
stronger than all kings and queens, and that he will
carry out his purposes, no matter who may oppose.
Teach that God tukes care of those who are trying to
obey him, and the child who is obedient need never fear
any thing.

2. Teach that God did not
forget Elijuh, and that he never
forgets us, even though we for-
get him, Show some of the
ways in which God proved his
thought for Elijuh: First, he |
sent him sweet sleep. Thenan \
angel came and touched him,
and told him to get up und eut,
There was food ready for
to eat,

to
him. Show that God shows his care for us in giving food
and sleep and good friends, even when we do not care
for him, and that such a Friend deserves our love,

3. Let children name the proofs that God thonght
about Elijah, and print them on the board, one ahove
the other.  Tell them that there is still another Print
above the others, “God spoke to Elijuh.” Tell the
story, and ask if God ever speaks to his children now.
Tell of ways in which God speaks, and teach that as
he did not leave Elijah alone, so he never leaves his
children alone now. *‘T only am left," Elijah said.
God said, ** No, there are seven thousand who worship
me," Teach that falth in God makes us full of hope
and courage.

Lesson Word-Pictores,

A rough, wild land, and the lonely sky shuts down
drearily on this lonely land. Only one man can be seen,
weary, disheartened, a hunted life. The fugitive wan-
ders carelessly about. The heat may oppress him. |
There is a juniper-tree. He will crawl into its|
shade. He is hungry. He is thirsty, Would that he |
might lie down and never rise again ! He sleeps, and |
lo, an angel bends over the poor wanderer and touches

“*u cake baken on the couls."
use at his head.” comes
, that soft angel-tou

him. He shows him food
He shows him water, **a

ngain, that pitying angel-fi A .
From that hour of courage and hope, he jourpeys to
Horeb, He steals into a shadowy, silent cave, his

home in the wild mou
the Lord snmmons him
mount before the Lord
howls through the gorges. It breaks the trees of the
forest. It crashes over the mountain-summit. It rends
**in pieces the rocks before the Lord." 1Is not God in
that mighty wind # He is not there, and it dies away.
And now an earthquake. It rumbles and shakes and
shatters and roars. Is not God in that strong earth-
quake ¥ He is not there, and it dies nway. And now a
fire, ing and dazzling. Is not this hisglory ¥ It fades
away, for he i# not here, It is still around Horeb, A
great, nwful hush has come after wind, earthquake, and
fire, Not u leaf seems to stir or gentlest wind to blow,
but it is a solemn pause, absolute silence. Suddenly,
through it all, sounds a voice, 8o soft u voice, ** a still
small voice ! ' It reaches the ear and the soul of the
prophet. *‘It is God!" he says, He covers his fuce
with his mantle. In awe, he stands “*in the entering
in of the cave.”

region. But the word of
o forth and st
And now wha

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

)S THE OIL OF GRACE.

\NG FLAY SHALL HE N(

) &
YL XVENCY

ExpLANATION, Elijah's zeal, which heretofore has
been burning brightly, now becomes fuint and dim. He
becomes discouraged and weak, just as you and I do
every once in a while, But God is a God of mercy and
great love. He will fill our feeble lamps with the oil ot
grace, and he will feed und strengthen you and me just
as wlillngly as he did Elijah. ** A bruised reed shall he
not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench.”
Listen for the still small voice that will direct us, each
one, in the path of duty.

-

B. C. 900.) LESSON 1X.
1 Kings 21.4-19. [ (ommit to memory verses 17-19.]
W 4 And Ahab came into his house
UNLAWFUL heavy and displeased because of the
? word which Na’both the Jez're-cl-ite

A had spoken to him : for he had #aid,
T will not give thee the inheritance
of my fathers,
down

And he laid him
upon his bed, and turned
his face, and would eat no

| PossgssioN: | SRt

- T 5 But Jez’e-bel his wife came to
him, and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that
thou eatest no bread ¢

6 And he said unto her, Beeause I spake unto Na’-
both the Jez’re el-ite, and said unto him. Gi
vineyard for money
give thee another vineyard for it: and he answered, [
will not give thee my vineyard.

7 And Jez’e-bel his wife said unto him, Dost thon
now govern the kingdom of Is‘ra-el ? arice, and eat
bread, and let thine heart be merry: T will give thee
the vineyard of Na’both the Jez’re-el-ite.

8 8o <he wrote letters in A’hab's name. and sealed
them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders

THE STORY OF NABOTH.

sive me thy |
r else, if it please thee, I will |

and to the nobles that were in his city dwelling with
a’both,

[Aug. 30.

9 And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim
fast, and set Na-both on high among the people :

10 And set two men, sons of Be'li-al, before him, to
hear witness against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme
God and the King. And fheén carry him out, and stone
him, that he may die.

11 And the men of his city, even the elders and the
nobles who were the inhahitants in his city. did as Jez-
e-bel had sent unto them, and us it was written in the
letters which she had sent unto him ;

12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Na-both on high
among the people.

13 And there came in two men, chiliren of Be/li-al,
and sat before him : and the men of Be'li-ul witnessed
againgt him, even against Na’both, in the presence of
the people, saying, Na’hoth did blaspheme God and the
king, !l‘hvu they earried him forth out of%the city, and
gtoned him with stones, that he died.

14 Then they sent to Jez’e-bel, saying, Na’both is
stoned, and is dead,

15 And it came to pass, when Jez’e-bel heard that Na’-
both was stoned, and was dend, that Jez’e-bel sail to
A’hab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Na’-
both the Jez’re-el-ite, which he refused to give thee for
money : for Na/both is not alive, but dead.
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16 And it came to pass, when A’hab heard that Na’both
was dead, that A’hab rose upto go down tothe vine-
y:;rid of Na’both the Jezre-el-ite to take possession
of it, .

17 And the word of the Lorp came to E-lijah the
Tish’bite, saying,
18 Arise, go down to meet A’hab king of Is‘ra-el,

General

From the many crimes of Ahab and Jezebel one is
selected as a typical case, though not more wicked than
many others. The king of Israel, from his palace win-
dows on the wall of Jezreel, looks upon a vineyar
along the terraced hill-side. He desires to add it to the
royal domain by purchase, but his offer is rejected by
i.s owner, who in the spirit of Israelitish fidelity to the

.ustoms of the fathers, refuses to alienate the estate
from his fumllrv. The king receives his refusal in the
apirit of a sulky child, und lies down angry upon his
couch. But Jezebel, always equal to circumstauces,
always defiant of men, at once forms a plan for the pos-
session of the desired vineyard. She resolvesupon the
murder of Naboth, and makes his own towns-peoj le her

ust is p 1, as if a curse lay up-
on the lund, which must be removed by religious serv-

Explanatory and

Verse 4. Ahab came. From an interview with the
independent land-owner, Naboth, Into his house.
The royal palace, which stood close by the wall of
Jezreel, overlooking the field of Naboth. Heavy and
displeased. (1) The man whothinks oullya?( his own in-
terests and lives only for his own pleasure wid have many
miserable hours. Naboth the Jezreelite. He was an
honest, sturdy citizen, who had dared to stand upoi. his
rights ‘n the fuce of a king's desire; and we can almost
infer from his reference to Jehovah (ver. 8), and from
the ground of his refusal, that he was one of the seven
thousand fuithful ones, who had not bowed to_Baal.
The inheritance of iny fathers. The law of Moses
forbade the alienation of an estate from the family to
which it 0 that every Israelite might have an
interest in the land, and an attachment to it. Turned
away his face. Instead of reclining on his couch
toward the table, he turned away from it, in the ill-
humor of a spoiled child. () 7%e king who cannot
govern himself i not fit to govern others.

5. Jezebel his wife. We see in this lesson all the
force and energy of her nature, her absolute want of
rinciple, her cruelty, and the universal fear which she
nspired, none daring to withstand her will. Her in-
fluence for evil, reaching through generations, shows
how great might have been her power for good.

6. 1 spake unto Naboth, He had proposed to make
Nabo s accomplice in a violation of God’s law, und
was vexed, not merely at Naboth's independence, but
more at his righteousness. (3) A God-fearing man is a
constant rebuke to the godless.

7. Dost thou now govern? Jezebel felt a contempt
for her weak husband, and coming from despotic Tyre
she could not p d the govern-
ment of Israel. Her words are an lmglied taunt: ** Are

ou, or Naboth, the master of Isruel #*° Let thine heart
merry. ‘Do notgive yourself any concern about
the matter.” | will give thee, ** If you cannot obtain
it, I can.” She is equal to any emergency, and ready
for any crime.

. She wrote leiters in Ahab’s name, Though the
king did not enter iuto the transaction, he tacitly gave
his consent to it. (4) Just so every man is vespon-
sible for all the evil done in his name, {f he can prevent it
and Tails (o do so. With his seal.” The seal is still
used in the East more than the signature to authenticate
documents, Elders and . . . nobles, The rulers
were the representatives of the tribe-families having
hereditary Pouﬁesalons in the place; nobles were leading
men in social position,

9. Proclaim a fast, To atone for some imagined
disgrace, and thus give the prosecution of Nuboth a re-
ligious ground. (5) /n euaw age reli as been
as a cloak for crime. Set Naboth on high. Notas if
m‘l\unor, but in sight of all the people, to be tried for
crime.

which is in Sa-ma’ri-a : behold, %e is in the vineyard of
Na’both, whither he is gone down to possess it.

19 And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus sait)
the Lorp, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession y
And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the
Lorp, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Ny’
both shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.

Statement.

ices, and the punishment of the guilty. Naboth is sum.
moned before the elders of hig town to answer an acey-
sation, and in presence of all the people two men stand
forth and declure that they heard him blaspheme God
and his king. The sentence is declared, and an inno.
cent man, with his innocent children, is dragged forth
to death. ’l:he next duly dawns, and Ahubhuundu upon
when sudd

the y n his pe
a strange but well-known form is seen striding lou:nrﬁ
him., The klng glunces upon the intruder, and turns
}mle. “Hast thou found me, O mine enemy ¥ starts
rom his ashen lips. He is answered by a curse from
the God of Israel, and a wnrninf that he, too, shall lie
where the body of Naboth lies, in a deeper, because de.
served, shame.

Practical Notes,

10. Two men. Two witnesses were necessary for
conviction, Sons of Belial, Not a proper name, but 4
word signifying worthlessness ; hence the expression is
the Hebrew form for ** worthless, wicked men." Such
these false witnesses would need to be. Thou didst
.blaspheme God. Even an idolatrous people pretend
to have some respect for thename of God. (6) What,
then, shall be said of profane sweare,s now? And the
king. Tocurse the king would be treason, and subject
his property to forfeiture. Carry him out.  Death
was always inflicted outside the wulls of the city,
| Stone him. The usual method of execution among the
Israelites. The two witnesses were required to cast
the first stones.

11. The men of his city. Tt shows the depth of
nataral desnu'ny. when men in official station could be
found to deal so unjuntli’und 8o cruelly with an inno-
cent fellow-townsman. Did as Jezebel had sent,
Every indication points to the absolute power which
this wicked woman possessed in_Israel. No hand was
raised to protect Elijah from her hate (sec Lesson VIII),
and no elder ventured to forewarn Naboth of his dan-
ger. (1) How much more noble is the Christian stand-
ard of obedience to God rather than men!

12, 13. They proclaimed a fast. They entered
heartily into the plot, as if wecustomed to crimes like
it. There came in two men, Satan is ready with
his tools when they are needed by his workmen. Sat
hefore him. They sat during the trial, and then stood
III;: with their testimony. Stomed him with stones,
| From 2 Kings 9. 26, it is evident that his sons were put

to death with him, as was common in Oriental
countries.

14, 15, They sent to Jezebel. Having imbued
their hands in blood at her command, they hasten to
send her word, hnplnr to receive some reward, Jeze.
bel said to Ahab, Her manner of receiving the news
and of repeating it to Ahab shows a conscience utterly
seared and past feeling.

16. Ahab rvose np. His promptness to profit by a
crime shows that he, too, was thoroughly unscrupu-
lous. To go down. He went in state, in the royal
chariot, and behind him rode the very man who in after
¥:lrs was the instrument of his punishment, Jehu the

ture king of Israel. 2 Kings 9. £5. (8) So the sentence
Jollows close upon the crime.

17. The word of the Lord. It is needless to say
that none can tell how the message came to the prophet.
Elijah the Tishbite. e had not been seen for tome
time, and Ahab may have thought that he was dead,
The Tishbite probably refers to the place of his birth,
an unknown Tishbe in Gilead.

18. Which is In Samaria. This refers to Ahab's
place of reeidence and seat 0" government, and does
not mean that he was at that time in Samaria, He s
in the vineyard, Naboth was dead, but his avenger

—
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was living.
g ven

19. Hast thou Kkilled. The words rebuke his inde-
cent haste in seizing on the land on the very day of its
owner's murder. In the place. There was a double
fulfillment of this prophecy. Ahab's own blood was
licked vp by dog)l‘ but at Samaria (1 Kings 22, 38); and
the body ol Ahab's son Jehoram was thrown, after his

(9) God sees where every sinner is at any

slaughter, upon the very place of Naboth's execution,
and there left for the dogs to eat. Some commenta-
tors see in Naboth a type of Christ. 1.) Each was con
spired against. 2.) Each shed his blood for his vine-
yard. 8. Each was accused by two false witnesses
4,) Each was clmuieﬂ with blasphemy against God and
the king. 5.) Each was unjustly put to death. 6.) The
murderers of each were condemned to destruction for
their crime.

HOME READINGS,
M. The story of Naboth. 1 Kings 21. 4-19.
l'u..h;l}gg;em against Ahab deferred. 1 Kings 21,

W. Abab’s death. 1 Kings 22. 14-40.

7Th. The uwnln}x of Stephen.  Acts 7. 51-60.
F. 'The God of judgment. Psa, 9. 1-20.
S. Sold, soul and body, John 18, 1-14,
8. Fasting for conspiracy. Isa. 58, 1-7,

GOLDEN TEXT.
Thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of
the Lord, 1 Kings 21. 20,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 4, Dominion Hymnal.

Come, Christian children, come, and raise
Your voice with one accord ;
Come, sing in joytul songs of praise,
The glories of your Lord.
No. 42, Dominion Hymnal.

Saviour, more than life to me,
1 am clinging, clinging close to thee |
No. 62, Dominion Hymnal,
Gentle, holy Jesus,
Saviour, meek and mild,

TIME.—B. C. 900

PLACE.—Jezreel, in the kingdom of Israel.

RULERS.—See Lesson 1V,

CONNECTING LINKS.—1. Ben-hadad II., King of
Damascus, with all the subject kings under him, made
war on Ahab, but was twice defeated, and the second
time might have been destroyed but for the unwise
kindness of Ahab ; 2. Ahab wished to buy a vineyard
belonging to Naboth, but his offer was refused, and
Jezebel, Ahab's queen, formed a plot to murder Na-
both, that her husband might obtain the vineyard.
Read 1 Kings 20 and 21.

AL H

depravity.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Ahab’s Greed, v, 4-6.
What did Ahab covet, and why ?
When Naboth refused to sell, what did the king do ?
‘What spirit did he manifest ¢
2. Jezebel's Guilt, v, 7-16.
What did Jezebel propose ¢
What plot did she weave ?
How did a public fast serve her purpose ?
Why was the charge of blasphemy made ?
Who were the witnesses ?
What was the result ?
3. God’s Justice, v, 17-19.
What did the Lord direct Elijah to do ?
What was the prophet to say to the king ?
What terrible punishment was predicted ?

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. That excesgive greed leads to murder ?
2. That the wicked do impious acts under guise of

piety ¥
3. That retribution is certain ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. Ahab’s Greed, v. 4-6.
Why was Ahab angry ?
How did he show ms anger ?
Who questioned the king ?
at was his reply ¢
2. Jezebel's Guilt, v. 7-16.
What advice did Jezebel give ?
What promise did she make ?

To whom were letters sent ¢

In what city did Naboth live ¢ ver. 1.

What accusation was ordered to be made against him ¥
How were the queen’s orders received ¥

Who wag accused ?

What false testimony was given ?

What was the result of the trial ¢

What message was sent to Jezebel ?

‘What advice did she give the king ¢

‘What became of Naboth's vineyard ?

3. God's Justice, v, 17-19.
What divine command was given to Elijah ¢
‘What question was he to ask ?

What was Ahab’s punishment ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

Where in this lesson are we tanght—
1. The sinfulness of selfishness ?
2. The cruelty of power in the hands of the wicked ¢
3. The sure retribution of divine justice ¢

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What was there near King Ahab’s palace that he
wanted very much for hisown? A vineyard belong-
ing to Naboth.

‘Why didn’t he buy it if he was a rich king ¢ He did
to, but Naboth would not sell it,

hat did he do becanse he could not get it ¥ He
went to bed and cried, and would not eat his supper.

What did Jezebel tell him when she knew it # That
she would give it to him,

How did she manage to get it? She wrote to the
rulers of the cit

What did the
some men to swear they
the king.

What were they to do next? Take him out and
stone him to death.

Could she find any one wicked enough to do such &
thing ¢ Yes; they did just as she said,

As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned,
what did she tell Ahab ? ¢ Arise, and take Naboth's
vineyard : for he is dead!”

As Ahab was walking up and down the vineyard who
appeared to him ?  Elljah,

a’hnt did E‘wnh say to Ahab? *The dogs shall
lick your blood in the r'lnee they did Naboth’s.”

How did Ahab die ¥ He was killed in battle.

‘When the servants washed his charist, what hap-
pened ! The wild dogs licked up his blood.

Words with Little People.

God teaches ns by bad examples as well as by good
ones, Just over that fence, or the other side that store
window, is something you want almost as much as Na-
both wanted the vineyard. 7his side the fence and the
window you are SAFE; on the other side, you have
“gold yonrself to work evil in the sight of the Lord,”
as snraYy as Ahab and Jezebel had. epeat the GOLDEN
Text.] Remember, no one gets sold to sin all at once ;
they creep along to it by degrees. Watch and guard
against the least little step toward it. Remember who
is waiting to kelp.

¥;tler n‘r Take Nahoth and get

eard him curse God and

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]

1. Why would Ahab eat no bread ¢ Because Na-
both refused him his vineyard, .

2. What did Ahab's wicked wife, Jezebel, say to him ?
s« 1 will give thee the vineyard.”

3. To accomplish this object. what did she do?
Caused Nahoth to be stoned to death.

4. What did she then say to Ahab? *‘ Arise, take

ssession of the vineyard.”

8. What did God command Elijah to go and say to
Ahab ? That dogs should lick his blood.
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CATECHISM QUESTION,

What is the difference between the visible and the |

inv lBIIIl\. Church ?

By the visible Church is meant the whole nun ber of
those who belong to Christian societies; the i .visible
<Church is the company of all true believers in every age,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,

The Story of a Crime,

1. CoverousNEss,
1. Heavy and displeased. v.
' No peuce. ...to the wlcked » Isa. 57, 21.
2. Because. . Naboth. . give. .
“Woe to liim that covemlh " Hab,
3. Would eat no bread. v.
“His days are wrrow-, and his travail grief."
Eccl. 2. 22,

11. CounskL.
1. Jezebel. ...came to him. v. 5.
“TTake counsel....that they may add sin to sin.”
80. 1.

Isa.
2. Why is thy spirit o sad ? v.

* Pierced....through with many sorrows.” 1 Tim.
6. 10.
3. Dost thou no ? v. 7.
““ Better....he that rnleth his spirit."” Prov. 16, 82.

4. Let thine heart be merry. v.
"Tnke thine ease, eat, drlnk ‘and be merry." Luke

19.
5. lell give thee the vineyard. v. 7.
* Covet fields, and take them by violence.” Micah
2.2

111. Conspiraoy.
1. Wrote letters. .. .to the nobles.
“ Wicked plouelh against lhejusl " Psa, 37.12.
laim a fast. v.9.
** A cloak o mnllclonnnm "' 1Pet. 2. 16,
3. Set Ne on high. v.
** Conspired against him to slay him.” Gen. 37. 18.
Set two men. . . .to wilness. v
“Such as breathe out crn-lty fud Pm 7. 12.
Stone him that he die. v.
IS Mnke haste to shed innocent blood " Isa. 59. 7

1V, Cri
ob(a did. .. as Jezebel had sent. v,
“No fear of God before their eyes." Rom 3. 18,
Men of Belial wilnessed. v. 13.
"Het at speaketh lleuhnll perish.” Prov. 19, 9.
. Naboth did blaspheme. v.
“lmxig ‘lol my charge lhlngl that T knew not." Psa.

4. Carried him forth....and Ionrdhlm \ 18.

* Woe to the bloody city ! "' Ezek. 24,
V. CONDEMNATION,

1. Thus saith the Lord. v. 19,
“ Provoked the Hol; One " Isa. 1. 4,

2. Where dogs licked the blood. v. 19,
** Cast him into lhe;; g 2

8. Shall dogs lick th 19.
“The dogs Ilcked up his’ hlood " 1 Kings 22, 38,

i

»©

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
Thoughts on Naboth’s Vineyard.

. How much of evil and trouble comes from worldly
pouaulons ! Naboth's vineyard cost its owner a dear

pric

i. ‘How much harm comes from looking with covet-
ous desire upon the things of others !

« A gin, though done for fear or for favor, is none

the less a sin.

4. We ay sin by proxy, but we must suffer in per-
son.

5. Not even a king has power to make wrong right,
or good evi

6. He whu sells himeelf to work evil gets a small
price for his pains,

English Teacher’s Notes.
Tuere is no human being we fecl more inclined
to pity than a slave, one who is considered the

property of another, and whose time, and strength,
and talents, and cncrgies, are absolutely at that

other's disposal. To put an end to slavery among
her people, America laid down the lives of thoy
sands of her brave sons. For the same cause Ey.
! gland has given freely of her gold, and to this day
her vessels wateh for the slave dhows on the Eyy
African coast, and rescue many of the unfortunate
heings who have been stolen from their homes and
destined to pass their lives in bondage. To be sld
as a slave is to deseend to a condition of the utmost

| degradation, of misery, und of hopelessness. A slayve

inhmtunce X o

is of no account in the world; his feelings, his
wishes, his opinions, go for nothing. A slave must
work for his master, and work without paymen,
A sluve must suffer whatever his master chooses to
put upon him; he has no redress. If such a one
had a chance to regain his freedom, would he not
seize it eagerly ? What then should we think of 4
man who would sell himself into slavery—who
would of his own choice give up his freedom, and
become the property of another! Sueh a man
could not even enjoy the price paid him for his vol-
untary surrender: once a slave, all that he possessed
must be at his master’s disposal.

Yet v e read to-day of one who sold himself, and
sold himself to a definite work under a hard task-
master,

Who isthis poor slave? 1t is Ahab, king of Is-
rael. A king a slave! One would have thought
that he who ruled others must himself be free,
But we shall see that he was not. He had much 1o
make life pleasant to him. He had great oppor
tunities for usefulness. God had been very mrci-
ful to him, first in sending rain upon the land, and
giving him room to repent of his misdeeds, as well
as a prophet at his side to help and guide him;
and secondly, in delivering him and his country
from the Syrians, Chap. 20, But he has used none
of his opportunities ; lie is not even enjoying his
beautiful palace and gardens at Jezreel. Though
he has the name and state of a king, he is actually
a poor slave,

Look at this poor slave at work, Ver. 4, Tlere
he lies, moody and miserable, refusing cven to eat,
because he cannot have Naboth's vineyard, But
some will say this is not work. Not work with
the hands, certainly, and not work in the sense of
profitable labor. But it is work, or, rather, hard
toil. His mind has no rest. It is a prey to discon-
tent, It is desiring, and coveting, .md brooding
over its disappointment, The 88 working,
thinking, wishing, regretting, worrying, of the
mind is far harder toil than that of the laborer in
the fields or the blacksmith at the forge, And
Alab gets weary and warm with this fretting, use-
less labor.

But see him working in another way. There is
asolemn assembly at Samaria. A man is brought
forth to be tried for blasphemy. Witnesses come
forward and swear that he is guilty., And yctall
this is a mere mockery., The judges very well
know that Naboth is innocent, and that the wit-
nesacs are linrs, Why then does the innocent suf-
fer the terrible punishment of blasphemy? Be-
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cause they have the kmg s command for it—letters
written in Ahab’s nume and signed with Ahab's
scal. o It is the deed of Ahlab, though he himself
neither planned nor enjoined it.  He is the work-
ing instrument made use of to commit this horrible
erime. It is plain enough now.

Who ix this poor slave's master 7 The Lord Jesus
has told us: **Whosoever committeth sin is the
gervant (that is, slave) of sin.”” John 8, 84. Ahab
has sold himself to this master—a master wlo will
leave him no rest, and the task to which he is set is
“to work evil.”

But what did Ahab get for all this? A slave-
master, it is true, gives no wages, but he puys a price
for his slave.

What price did this poor slave get for the sale of
himself ?  His wife's approval was certainly part of
it. It was at her instigation that his greatest acts
of idolatry and his worst crimes were committed.
Ver. 25, But he cannot have got a full share even
of this. There is a certain contempt in the way
Jezebel speaks to him : *“ Dost thou now govern the
kingdom of Isracl? . . . let thine heart be merry :
1 will give thee the vineyard,” cte, But the de-
gired vineyard—that he did get. Yes, and what |
was the first thing he met there ! Not pleasure and

250
2. It was Alab's sell-will that made b unlm »pK
mhen very admissibly refused a request, ver.
not up your horn on high: speak not with u & nﬂ neck."
Pxa. 75.5; Heb. 13.5; Luke 3. 14; Isa, 5. 8; 1 Tim. 6.6,
3. The contented man is the king, Personal peace is
imperial. Self mastery is real dominion, ver. 4. * But
gudlmenﬂ wuh mutpnluwn( is ue.nl guin.” 1 Tim. 6. 6;
l . 5y Esth. 5. 13; Phil. 4. 11, 12
'l I|e~e \\nnlu of Jezebel were tender, but her spirit
“u« always terrible, ver. 5. “ For it wuas so, when
Jezebel cut off the kruphel! of the Loul l Kings
18. 4; Mal. 14. 3-8; 2 Kings 9. 30-37; Rev
5. Rousing himself out of the insanity uf rutll discon-
tentment, Ahab, when thus addressed by his wicked
wife (vers. 5-7), should have replied, ‘* Get thee hence
Satan; for it is written, Thou shalt worlm the Lor
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.' att. 4. 10;
Prov. 16. 12; 25. 2; 28, 16; 29, 12; 8
. The bad womln made the bad queen. Character
is character irrespective of position, ver. 7. *‘Did not
Solomon, king ol' lnrnel uln E\en Mm did ontlandish
women cause to 3. 26; Num. 81. 15, 16;
lu.‘iu.Gensﬂll ll Eul?au
. 7. The proclamation of a fast under these circum-
stances was profunation, ver. 9. * Sanctify ye a fast,
call & solemn assembly, gather the elders, and all the
inhabitants of the land into the house of the Lord your
God, and cry unto your God." Joel 1, 14; Isa. 58, 6, 7;

| 18am, 7. 6; 2 Sam, 12. 16; 2 Chron, 20. 8.

[ iniquity.

| Zech. 8.17; Psa. 24,

satisfaction, but an enemy. a rebuke, a fearful pros- |

pect. The desired thing turns to a curse. Heis |
lrought fuce to face with the consequences of hi<
sin—vengeunce is waiting him. This is the price
he gets !

Was Ahab the only slave who ever sold himself ?
He is but one among thousands! Of how many
among- ourselves are the words true, *‘servants of |
sin!” Rom. 6. 16-20. A, is discontented, full of
envious thoughts, fretting secretly because others
are richer or more admired than hersclf, so full of
her wants and wrongs and disappointments that she
can hardly find time to fulfill her daily duties or to
enjoy any thing at all. B. is spending her money
on dress, and every spare Lour in gaiety—no quiet-
ness, no leisure, but life a perpetual whirl, C. is
stifling his conscience and taking up evil ways,
All going the same way as Ahab, selling themselves,
poor, hard-worked slaves! And what is the price?
Often and often the approval of some companion.

But whatever it be, the price, if they get it, is cor-*

tain to belike Ahab’s : it will turn to a curse.
wages of sin is death,”

But One has come to redcem the slaves of sin.
The Lord Jesus is the great Liberator. He has
paid a heavier price than cither England or Amcrica
for the liberty of the slave. There is not one hut
may claim freedom through him, *If the Son
therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free
indecd.”

“The

Bible Reading Liesson Analysis.
The Story of Naboth. 1 Kings 21, 4-19,

1. To covet, in the bad sense, is to inunllnulely desire
the possessions of another, ver. 4. God forbids it :
*Thou ghalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shalt
not covet th] nei, hbor‘u wife....nor an; thln( that is
thy neighbor's,” 0. 17; 1Tim. 6. ; Ezek. 22. 12;
Psa. 10. 8; Jer. 6. 18 .

1

v
|

8. God is on the sideof fuirness. The God of the old

Bible was ulw&m Jjust. He hated then, and now hates,
Read, and see how you will hlsllnclhely
npKro\e hix views on the subject of {
nd ye shall not wenr by namne falsely.

, 5; Deut. 19, m 18. 1 Buln
6, 10.

9. Some points of Jewish law and practice illustrated
iu the directions given by this infernal queen, ver. 10,

‘At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses,
shall he that is worthy of death be put todeath.” Deut.
1793. Lev. 24, 14, 16; Acts 7. 58; Luke 4. 29; 2 Kings

10. Five of God's commands weredellbernuly broken
in this plot against Naboth, ver, had be he
lhnt connrmeth no! all the v:ords of thla Iuw to do

them.” Deut. 11, 1; Lev, 19. 18; Deut. 5. 17, 19, 20.

11. God sulrered tMn awful crime to be committed,
but he was not unmindfal of it, ver.17. “When he
maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them;
he forgetteth nol the 57 of the hnmble " Psa 9. 12;
Zeph, 1. 14-18; Isa. 48. 9; Jer. 36 Lev. 3

12, EIUnh Illultuud the ranrlusl Melhy of a prollnhet
of God, ver, 20. ** And thou, son of man, be not afraid
of them, nerlther be afraid of their words, though briers
and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among
scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dis-
mayed at_their looks, though they he " rehelllous
house.” Ezek. 2. 6; 1 Sam. 15; Deut. 18, 20. m. 12;
2 Chron. 15,

13. Some modifications of this severe prediction owing
to Ahnb‘u repemunu, vers, 27-20. 2 Kings 9. 30-35;
1 Kings 22.

bauomn

isa but not a fr

sin,
vam.

2. The desire to secure possessions like those of our
neighbor is often called covetousness, but instead of that
may be worthy aspiration,

3. It is folly to become impatient when yonr will
is frustrated. Even God is not allowed to have hisown
way in hig own world. Kings have no right, and no
law, to make some demands, ver. 4,

4. 'The spirit of Jezebel was infernal. She felt at
home in hell as soon as she got there, Nothing more
infamons ever oceurred, vers, 5-16.

5. The nntm-e of thl- neen was extraordinary in its
resources of evil, er conduct she was herself,
that explains all, For Ahab with such a wife I enter-
Mn a grain of pity.

en can be hired. patronized, frightened. to do any
daod of darkness and danger. It is as ensy to get men
to work in a powder-mill as n green-house. Wages are
prucnenll omnipotent, vers, 13,

God in the midst of sin is not inttentive tn its
ulnrmlng manifestations. His word, as prophet, is al-
ways on hand to warn men of dmer and mention
a way of escape.
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Lesson Word-Pictures,

How choice is the vineyard of Naboth !
able are its purple clusters in vintage-time ! How
favored its location, so near the king's premises ! Na-
He walks the vine-

How delect-

both does not forget these facts.
yard in pride. Is he g
rd is an evil eye, a covetous eye uel
1 e of Ahab looking

eye ?

toward
rd !

aboth, sell thy vin

And now, like a petted child crc

Ahab lies down on his bed, turns his

the wall, and will not eat his dinner ! What dar
harder, more brazen than s, is bending over this
ng # It is the f: and she pets him
rs him and say vineyard shall be
She is writing letters now and uses the seul
Ahab. It is all about Naboth, When Jezebel turns
letter-writer, owners of vineyards may well tremble,
She has told her willing tools what to do to Naboth,
and they do it. They have proclaimed a fast. Nahoth,
ey ** et on high among the people.” They hire two
perjurers who charge upon Naboth blasphemy of his
God and king. Yhat & tumultnow ! It is & mob with-
out heart that rushes upon Naboth. He is hustled out
of the city, and then all about him they make a circle
that is a death-l'ne. The cruel stones fly at him, faster,
heavier, and when night comes, there is no hvir wner
of the vineyard ‘‘hard by the palace of Ahat The
dead Naboth weltering in his blood lies outside the
gates and the hungry dogs from the city are abont him.
It is an hour when the royal thief goes down to his new
vineyard. Perhaps he looks at the thrifty vines and
says, ** Mine,” or at the stretching, sunny slopes, and
says, “Mine." Is he rubbing his hands and chuck-
ling over his good luck ¥ He starts bac Has he
stepped on a snake ¢ No, but that man o re, in a
prophet's garb, who sternly eyes the Kking, does
he want # A)ab may have thought he was hiding away
in a cave in some wilderness, and here he is to say a
word for the dead Nuboth! How did Elijah know #
* Hast thou found me, O mine enemy ' asks Ahab,

Yes, he has found the royal calprit, and in words that |

sink into Ahab’s soul like an iron brand red-hot into
the flesh he tells him that dogs shall lick his blood even
a8 they licked Naboth's and in the same place.

Blackboard,
BY J. .. PHIPPS, ESQ.

The dingram explaine itself. Ahab and Jezebel are
yoked together to work all manner of evil, Satan here
united his forces, and they marched rapidly down the
road of Covetousness, past the hill of Evil Counsel,
through the short and bloody lane of Murder, to the

vineyard of Naboth. Let some scholar finish the story,

and tell of the swift steps of pursuing justice.

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

A plan for teaching this lesson would be, to hegin by
drawing a diagi 0T an i inary vineyard,
not Naboth's \'ir.eyard,\ml Ahab's heart; hence draw
it in the form of a large heart ...Now, what were the
vines growingin this vineyard ¥ Write the name of each
as it is shown in the lesson, while the story is told....
1. Covetousness—explain what it is, a desire for the pos-
sessions of others. 2, Disconfent. 3. Conspiracy—in
which Ahab was as guilty as his queen. 4. Falsehood
—since the charge was a lying one. 5. Hypocrisy—

vare also that outside of his |

since it was in the sacred name of religion. 6. Robber,
~-for it was to obtain the possessions of m",““.r”
7. Murder—for it ended in his judicial slaughter,
Show the result of the crime in Ahab's sentende, ;.
LUSTRATION. A duke of Austria once hired some mey
to murder an enemy, and then paid them in counterfejt
8 saying, * False money is good enough for fujse
k es,” 50 Alab was paid when he sold himself to
work evil,

References. Frrrman, Ver. 8: Seals, 823, Ver 13
Executions outside the walls, 727. i

Primary and ermediate.

LestoN Taoveur. How Sin Grows. Interest chj).
dren at the outset of this lesson in talking about Ahgb,

Vho was he? To whom did Israel belong? How ought
the king of Isruel to have ruled hig people? Show thyt
as God is the King of all nationg, only that kingdom,
can prosper which owns him as God.” Call from chj).
dren events in Abab's life which show that he hag
turned away from the Lord, and tell that the lessop
shows to what this leads,

1. Put lesson-symbol on the

board, or, still better, show 5

bunch of grapes. Question

gomething in this way: Upon

what did these grow? Did they

look like this last spring? Wiy

not? What have they done

since (hv& were just litile

specks? What was there he.

fore the grulrcn could be seenat

all? Would there have been

L ¥ _any bloseoms if there had heen

no vine. So make the thought of gradual growth clear,

and teach that no great wrong-doing springs up all at

onrce, These are first little ways in which we step aside

from the right path. The boy who keeps a_penny that

belong to another is in danger of becoming a thief,
ete., ete,

2. What commandment did Ahab break in worship-
ing idols? When we break one commandment it be.
comes easy to break another. Tell the story of Ahub's
desire to have Naboth's vineyard, and ask what com-
mand Ahab broke in wanting this, Tell of his childish
grief because Naboth refused to sell the vineyard, and
Queen Jezebel's plan for relief. Show that although it
was Jezebel who planned the falsehood and the murder,
Ahab was responsible for it, for he allowed her to do it,
It is as bad to consent to wrong-doing as to do wrong,

3. Show that when we have gained some coveted pleus~
ure bf’ wrong means, God does not leave us to enjoy it,
Tell how the prophet Elijah went to meet Ahab, as he
was on his way to take possession of the vineyard, and
told him of God’s anger and the punishment that would
overtake him, Ask if God notices the acts of children as
well as the acts of kings? Show a tiny flower, and tell the
children that it is just as perfect in all its parts as is the
great onk-tree. Nothing is little in God's sight. Waurn
against what may seem little sins, deceit, petty thefts,
indulgence of temper, etc., since these things are sure
to grow. and no one can tell to what great crimes they
may lead.

EEEE—-.

LESSONS FOR SEPTEMBER, 1885,

Serr. 6. Elijah Translated. 2 Kings 2. 1-15.
SepT. 13, The Shunammite’s Son. 2 Kings 4. 18-37
Sepr. 20. Naaman the Syrian. 2 Kings 5. 1-16.
Sepr. 27. Third Quarterly Review.

R
Book Notice.

Rob Claxton's Story. By Parthene B, Chamberlain,
New York: T. Y. Crowell & Co. This story opens with
the departure of Ci ‘tain Claxton, Rob’s father, for the
war in behalf of the Union. His son has promised to
keep a journal, hones. v recording his conduct and the
incidents of family life. Thls journal occupies about
half the book, and is jusv such a story as a thorough
boy, who has in him the sti.{f for a man, would write.
After his father's return home, wounded, the story is
continued, but not in the form of a diary, and Rob is
brought up to a good, worthy manhood. We can
recommend this book as good for Sunday-school
libraries.




