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L ABOR.

Strong weave the w roughten masses
Ahow th’ abysmal roar,

Safe on the steel w ay passes
The wind-swift carriage o’er.

The columned building swarmeth,
With all the arts prepare;

There’s nothing seen but charmeth
’Mid beautiful and rare.

Broad sweep the plains all crownéd
With autumn’s gems and gold
That sturdy men embrownéd
Bear to the garner’s hold.

Through poet’s dream unfolding
An image sweet hath passed ;
In glimpses but beholding,
Yet forms he it at last.

Fair is your work, O nations
Of mankind. boldly wrought :
The ages’ generations
All mysteries have sought.

But manifold in feature
Your marvels though de signed,
Yet greater than your creature
Remains the nnm.dm«r mind.

Then those are robes of rlory
About that form of toil
With marky marks and gory,
From labor’s rude turmoil.

He made the lovely image,
The path above the spray:
He fought the soil till grim age,
He fashioned forth the ‘!'\

Then, idler. come before him,

And humblest thought thou bring.

Bend low and true adore him,
For work has made him king !

From “ Poems of the New Ceniury,”
R. S. Jenkins, M.A.. Trin
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NOTES ON THE RECENT PROGRESS OF AGRICULTURE
IN THE DOMINION OF CANADA.

" O those who observe and think,
aothing can be more mani-
fest than the rapid develop-
ment ead progress of Cana-

dian agriculture in recent
years. Looking back over

even a comparatively short
neriod, we see that (fanadian
farmers have made a clear
advance in technical skill.—
their methods have been im-
proving from year to year;
more intelligent and refined
and they live better,

they are
than they were:
dress better, and look better—much better
~—than they did fifteen years ago.

The products of our Canadian farms
have increased within the last decade far

beyond our most sanguine expectations.
The value of the grain, live stock, bacon,
poultry, cheese, butter, fruit, ete., of the
country has gone up rapidly, while there
has been little or no rise in the price of
these commodities. The following state-
ment of the sums received for the live
stock and farm produce exported in 1903,
compared with the receipts from the same
sources ten years ago, is sufficient evi-
dence under this head:

1893 1908
Animals and their products ... $31,736,499  $69,817,512
Other farm preducts .. 22,049,490 44,624,321

SOME ITEMS IN THE ABOVE.

Butter ...... ... 8 1206814 § 6,054,618
L TN R 13,407,470 24712943
Eggs 868,007 1,436,130
Grains 13,834,277 29,466,391
Bacon and hams 1,970,518 15,906,334

No less striking has been the increased
interest in agriculture all o-er the Do-
minion. Our farmers have begun to re-
alize in some measure the importance and
dignity of agricultural pursuits; they
have more respect for themselves and
greater interest in their work than they
had ten or fifteen vears ago: and people of
other classes think better of Canadian

farmers and farming than at any time in
the past.

(1) The Ontario Agricultural College
—Which, by its class-room and laboratory
training ; its experiments; its bulleting
and reports ; its leadership in outside un-
dertakings for the benefit of farmers; the
public lectures and addresses of its pro-
fessors; and the work of its ex-students—
graduates, associates, and others—has
stirred e. >ry part of the Dominion to in-
creased interest and renewed activity in
agricultural pursuits.

(2) The Ontario Agricultural and Ez-
pervmental Union—Which, in connection
with the College at Guelph, did pioneer
work on experimental lines and is now
doing as much as any other organization
at home or abroad in testing varieties of
crops, methods of cultivation and plant-
ing, kinds of manure, selection of seed,
dates of seeding, etc.,—extended and
checked by co-operative experiments at
something over 3.000 places throughout
the Province of Ontario, where the annual
reports of these tests are issued from year
to year and studied by farmers in all parts
of the country.

(3) The Farmers' Institutes, a College
extension movement—Which originated in
the Ontario Agricultural College, extended
till it covered the whole Province of On-
tario, and then reached out to the other
Provinces of the Dominion,—east to the
Atlantic and west to the Pacific; a most
excellent organization, which has done
more than any other to awaken farmers,
beget in them a desire for information,
improve their methods, and arouse them
to a sense of the dignity and importance
of their occupation.

(4) The Travelling Dairies, another
College extension movement—Which was
proposed by the Minister of Agriculture
for Ontario, and organized and managed
by the Ontario Agricultural College, pro-
ceeding systematically till every part of
Ontario was visited and a very great and
easily noticeable improvement in the qual-
ity of dairy butter was made, and then
being emploved by the Province of Nova
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Scotia, where very valuable work on the
same lines has been done within the last
two years.

(5) The Dairy Schools, at Guelph,
Kingston, and Strathroy, in Ontario; at
Winnipeg in Manitoba; and Sussex in
New Brunswick, and Charlottetown in
Prince Edward Island,—that in connec-
tion with the College at Guelph hav-
ing been established in February,
1893, and the others at later
dates,—all  instructing and training
makers for work in the cheeese factor-
ies and creameries of the country ; most
of them giving instruction in farm or
home dairying ; and one or two devoting a
considerable amount of time and atten-
tion to experiments in butter-making,
cheese-making, and the curing of cheese,
—the results being regularly published for
the benefit of factorymen and farmers
throughout the Dominion.

(6) The Dominion Ezxperimental
Farms, which, by distributing seeds and
plants, studying methods of cultivation,
testing varieties of crops, and publishing
reports and bulletins based on experi-
ments and investigations in the central,
eastern, and western provinces, have fur-
nished valuable information to farmers
and have prompted them to experiment
and investigate more or less on their own
farms.

(7) The Work of the Dominion De-
partment of Agriculture in securing cold
storage transportation for farm produce
by land and sea; starting cheese factories
and creameries where specially needed in
the more remote east and west ; selecting
and quipping stations for breeding and
fattening poultry at convenient centres
throughout the Dominion : organizing a
sub-department for the improvement of
seed by selection and breeding ; and enact-
ing laws and appointing officers for the
inspection of fruit that is packed and
offered for sale in either home or foreign
markets,—all under the control and
direction of the Minister and the Com-
missioner of Agriculture for the Do-
minion.

(8) Winter fairs, provincial live stock
sales, and the recent extension of inter-
provincial trade in pure-bred stock, all
organized, controlled, and directed by the
Live Stock Commissioner for the Domin-
ion,—the first great Canadian Exhibition
of fat stock, breeding cows, ete., having
been held at Guelph under the authority
and with the support of the Minister of
Agriculture for Ontario; and similar ex-
hibitions or fairs having since been held
at Ottawa, Ont., Ambherst, N.S., and Cal-
gary, NW.T., by the help of the Minister
of Agriculture for the Dominion.

(9) L£ruidt Ezperiment Stations—which.,
at fourteen places in the Province of On-
tario, have, for several years past, been
lesting varieties of fruit—old and new
varieties—and publishing the results, in
order that people throughout the Province
may know the leading varieties of each
kind of fruit and be informed as to those
which are best adapted to the soil and
climatic conditions of each locality.

(10) Definite and specific instruction in
creameries and cheese factories, especi-
ally in the Province of Ontario,—for some
time under the control of the Dairy Asso-
ciations of the Province, Imt recently —
and much more effectively— “nder the
direction of the Department of Azricul-
ture in Toronto.

(11) Sending, free of charge, direct to
the Post Office address of all members of
Farmers’ Institutes and many other
farmers, agriculiural reports and bulleting
as they are issued, especially by the De-
partment of Agriculture in Toronto and
the Experimental Farm at Ottawa.

(12) The agricultural press of the
Dominion, which has shown much enter-
prise and undoubtedly has made a very
considerable contribution towards the de-
velopment of Canadian agriculture,
especially in the live stock branch.

Among the agencies not included in
this list. we should mention the School
of Agriculture at Truro and the School
of Horticulture at Wolfville, Nova
Scotia ; the Experimental Farm in Prince
Edward Island, a number of small agri-




cultural schools or departments in the
Province of Quebec; and the leading
fairs or exhibitions at Toronto, Halifax,
Winnipeg, and other points throughout
the Dominion; and we should specially
emphasize the initiative on several lines

6 Tae O. A. C. Review.

by the Minister of Agriculture for On-
tario, and the great influence which he
has exerted by operating on and through
the numerous associations under his con-
trol.

Jas. Mivts.

NATURE-STUDY AND COUNTRY LIFE.

“There was a child who went forth
every day, and what he saw became part of
him for a day, or a moni/z or a year, or
a sh« tching cycle of years” (W /zztmfln)

“It’s the thousand winks of clu/:l/zood
that widen into one clear dream of age’
(Blackmore).

F every student and ex-student
of the 0.A.C. were thor-
oughly imbued with the
“New Education” ideal,
which aims at putting the
pupil into sympathetic re-
lationship with his surround-
ings, and would do his ut-
most to introduce this “ New
Education” into his home
school, it would not be long
before the standard of work
done in the schools of this country would
be vastly improved, and better educational
results would become apparent all along
the line.

We in our self-satisfied w ay forget, I
think, that the conditions of our day are
somewhat anomalous, especially in educa-
tional matters. Our primary and second-
ary schools have had their systems handed
down to them from the universities, the

- schools of the few, and those few the lead-
ers. The courses of study were primarily
intended for the favored few. us sually the
sons of the influential. who were care fully
trained for their future spheres of action,
in the army, the church, or the bar. This
education, however, well ads apted for the
governing class, did not meet the require-
ments of the masses, who had to toil for
their living. Up to the present our school
system has been based largely on this

medieval conception of the divine right
of the rulers to rule; that the only sys-
tem of study to be tolerated was the one
adapted for the training of the ruling
classes ; and that as labor was beneath thc
(hgmtv of a ruler, any study which had
to deal with the common 1hmrr~ of Nature,
the special field of the laborer, was not
given a place on the programme of studies.
The “ New I‘ducqhon assumes that
the masses should be brought into Sym-
pathy with their life-work by a ctudv of
their surroundings. This new ph%o of
study has been termed * Nature- Study.”
It is believed that while the study of
Nature will add new interest to the life

A Black-ringed Caterpillar on a celery plant. Does
it grow? | must find out how it hives.
must care for it and see what
becomes of it,

of the pupil, it will at the same time re-
invigorate the other essential studies of
the school. It is believed also that the
study of Nature forms a suitable means of
“ Culture,” and that it will bind more

TR TP Su——
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closely than before the school and the
home. It is ofteu taken for granted, and
not without reason, that the studies of the
school are unpractical, and have little to
do with real life ; but when the parents see
that the teacher and pupil are working to-
gether to understand the common things
of Nature, a new interest will be aroused,
and a bond will be established between
school and home interests. The parents
will soon come to see that school life is
after all a preparation in the very best
sense for life’s work.

We are getting past the age when we
consider the languages and the higher
mathematics as the only means of culture.
Our ideas are changing rapidly in this
regard, and modern educationy teaches us

Tue O. A.
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Nature {furnishes the most
topics for the voung pupil ?

interesting

The question naturally arises: How
would the introduction of Nature-Study
into our schools improve rural conditions?
In reply it may be said: (1) The child,
instinctively interested in the simple nat-
ural objects about him, under careful
guidance, would be led to investigate
them and to ascertain their mearing. The
child has an inbred spirit of investigation,
and if this is properly and carefully
directed, it will yield him results of great
educative value. The main results will
be the development of the power of
observation and interpretation,—of an

Are these young or old crows? Where is the old crow’s nest > What do
they eat? Where do they spend the winter 2

that any subject may be a means of cul-
ture if proper pedagogical principles can
be applicd. Professor Bailey says:
“ Classics and calculus are no more divine
than mechanics and potatoes are.” It is
undoubtedly true, however, that under
present conditions some subjects afford
better means of culture than others, but
this may be due to the fact that the older
subjects are better understood than the
more recently introduced subjects. From
a pedagogical point of view the Doctrine
of Interest comes in and asseris that those
subjects which are the most interesting to
the pupil should as far as practicable be
used as study subjects. Who doubts that

attitude of inquiry into the meaning of
the common facts in the field, forest, gar-
den, or roadside. )

(%) The child would acquire a stock of
experiences, which, even if somewhat un-
related, would form the materials of
thought and action in later life.

(3) The farm and its surroundings
would become more interesting, and have
a deeper meaning to the child. Country
life would become more satisfying because
the things of the country would become
part of his life. The child observes, and
interprets the meaning of every change
which affects plant and animal life of the
farm. He becomes a student and a phil-
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osopher, able to relate cause and effect:
and no person is content to separate him-
self for long from those things with
which he has an abiding sympathy, and
which form his normal environment.

(4) The information which he has
gained in his studies of Nature would be-
come of service to him when he leaves
school to begin the more serious operation
of farming. His studies of the unfolding
of the plant from the seed, bulb, and tuber
have made him familiar with conditions
which govern growth ; his garden plot has
already made him an amateur gardener ;
and he knows the habits of the weeds

C. Review. .

to call it—the education of the 3 H’s,
Head, Hand, and Heart, will give a
child a broader and a nobler outlook upon
life, and will make him live a fuller and a
more useful life than was possible with
the old-time training in the 3 R’s— Read-
ing, ‘Riting, and ’Rithmétic.

Another question is often asked: How
are we to place Nature-Study on the
school programme, when every minute of
the school day is already occupied ? In
answer to this we may say that Nature-
Study is not a new subject, but it will

An ideal place for Nature-

which come up, as it were,
to stir the soil; he has become acquainted
with the wireworm, the cutworm, and the
borer; he knows the common dise

4868 04

Study—the meeting place of wate
with land plants and animals.

Ferns

r plants and animals

to compel him form the basis for kinetic work in most
of the other school subjects. The pro-
gramme of studies will have to be thor-

oughly revised, and a wise correlation of
plants, and the best way of preventing die : ;

them ; he knows the hirds which help him

studies made. Conflict of studies will

. s : : o cease, and a unity will be organiz
in fighting insects: in short, his Nature @ unity will be organized e,

studies would help him at every turn.

the subjects, which will Jead up to the

(5) Nature-Studies < make the lives of educated and cultured e

children more happy and interesting hy

There will | e considerable overturning

opening up an easily-accessible and attrac- Of present school systems before Nature-

tive field for the exercise of brain, hand. Study ¢

and eye.”
The education of the brain, hand and

an take its proper place in school

work. Eduecation will become less bookish,

and memorization of facts will not be
eye, or as Prof. J. W. Robertson prefers accepted ¢

as education. The spirit of

o e~
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Nature-Study will permeate the entire SVs-
tem of studies, and vitalize the whole.

The child who is a student of Nature
will always take an interest in Nature lit-
erary masterpieces, and after an apprecia-
tion of Wordsworth and Tennyson,
Thoreau and Burroughs, he may be easily
led to study the subjective writers.
Nature-Study should add freshness and
vigor to the study of literature, and it
should make clear many paragraphs which
otherwise would be obscure. What is bet-
ter calculated to cultivate the taste for

P ey

,y’.“‘r-.,zu #f)
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the beautiful than the study of the trees,
shrubs, and flowers ? Every child should
acquire to a certain extent the vision of
the artist and the poet :

““One impulse from a vernal wood
May teach you more of man,
Of moral evil and of good,
Than all the sages can.”

The MacDonald movement for the im-
provement of rural schools, initiated
by Professor Robertson is, I believe, a far-
reaching one, Already some of the travel-
ling instructors among the schools are at
work, and although obstacles meet them at
every turn their reports are cheering. Mr.
-4

i

. C. Review.

J. Brittain, of Woodstock, N.B., one of
the MacDonald travelling instructors,
says: “ But we must not expect sudden
results in education. Characters are not
formed nor tastes developed and estab-
lished in a few days or months. The best
results will not appear for many years.
Hitherto books have supplied the material
for school training. Where Nature-Study
has been given a place in the school cur-
riculum it has been put there mainly o
satisfy the demands of a few without
yranting them. The world is ready for
the change, but the world doesn’t know it
is ready !

FOUACE 80D )

The results of Nature-Study lessons on the twigs and buds
of horse-chestnut in winter.

As obstacles to the progress of Nature-
Study I may note that the people are not
yet willing to pay for the work because
they do not understand its value and gig-
nificance. The education of the school
teachers generally has been aimost ex-
clusively bookish, and they feel them-
selves hampered, if not by lack of taste,
by lack of Nature-knowledge.”

Mr. G. D. Fuller, B.A., the MacDonald
travelling instructor for Quebec, writes :
“It is hard to get at public opinion re-
garding Nature-Study, but while I have
received quite as much encouragement
from the public as T had expected they
are still largely indifferent. T have found
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particularly in the 3rd
3 1eir school life show the
greatest interest in it; and, in addition
to the training in observation. the Inquir-
ing and investigating attitude of mind
and the broader view of their environ-
ment, I find that without anv straining
after correlation (which I think vervy un-
desirable), it furnishes the vervy best ma-
terial for such other school work as Eng-

lish, drawing. and painting.

C. Review.

work in this line in previous

W. Gibson, MacDonald travel-
ling instructor for Carleton County, On-
tario, writes: “ Whenever practicable we
had field excursions. which I believe
proved a real inspiration. Bulbs were
planted, and the children are anxious to
see them in flower by Christmas. . .

Speaking generallv I can sav that the
work has progressed more rapidly than 1

A German School-Garden

.\};it'l'lv}“l; i
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quite responsiy
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vl expected. We |
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SOMe OpPPosi-
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Hearty commenda-

worthv  enterprise.

tion is more '\quent than condemnation.

st expectations have been sur-

* the boys and girls have

Both from my own

observations and from the assurances of
{he achers in charge T am able to sav
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that a new 1
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his is evident not

Study work

> born ol a 1erest and

h |
€ Schinols,

a
T Nature-

What Nature studies should he

chool ? In answer to this

point that

from the teacher’s stan
hose objects should be studi t about
‘.\']1;0‘31 the 1A-;1(‘j’11<!' 1= hes

i
knowledge will lend enthusiasm to the |

sonz. If he understands planis

most appropriate for

Year.” as Jack-

the Seasons.
11

1
a

and bui

then the
birds: if he is a
then insects shoui

is an enthusiastic geole

2

l'he teacher, however, should hasten to
i nroblems
phases of Nature by

with his pupils, for he

SO0ON

d «
oot T . : -
that children are keen observers, and that

industries are
lucing flowers and

're abundant,

>|-|~t]~: INsSe

the benefi

18, the slayer
nestling birds
are g become 1rog
'.\'|~x~lg~

tler
are migrating ; the frogs bury themselves
in the mud: tl and fall ; the
fruits ripen : °

N :
CAVesS color

scatiered ; the sqm




rels have their winter supplies of nuts;
and the work of frosts becomes apparent.
In winter, when Nature is reposing, the
trees still invite study; and the story of
their buds and leafless twigs are interest-
ing; the winter birds compel our atten-
tion, likewise the frosts, the frozen pane,
and the snow-flakes ; the domestic animals
and pets are worthy of study ; the veget-
ables, like the carrot, turnip, beet, and
onion, should be compared. and bulbs
should be planted.

In my judgment, one of the best means
of arousing a Nature-Study spirit is the
making and the keeping of school gar-
dens. Garden work can be readily cor-
related with the other subjects of the
school programme, thereby it is doubly
valuable. For many vears France, Ger-
many, Austria, and Sweden have had gar-
dens in connection with their public
schools, and are looked upon there with
great favor by the authorities. In many
districts in Germany the whole school cur-
riculum is based on garden-making, and
garden-keeping. Space will not allow me
to say more here about this important
phase of Nature work, but T have already

12 Tue O. A,
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devoted an article to this subject in the
Canadian Horticulturist for July of the
present yvear.

It will very likely happen that many
mistakes will be made at first by teach-
ers and advocates of Nature-Study.
These, however, will be gradually cor-
rected as experience is gained and the
aim of the study is better understood. The
getting of information, it should be re-
membered, is not the chief aim, but the
development of a personal interest in and
sympathy with the common natural ob-
jects of our surroundings, by observing
them and finding out their meaning.
“The teacher and the way of teaching
are more important than the subject mat-
ter.”

Moreover, many well-meaning people
will ridicule the Nature-Study movement,
but this will cease as soon as the results
of the “ New Education ” are shown in
the production of more enlightened, con-
tented citizens, better equipped for com-
plete living.

W. Locuugan.

RANDOM THOUGHTS ON ECONOMICS.

INCE receiving vour letter
some time ago, requesting me
to contribute somethine on
Economics that might be of
interest to agriculturists, I
have not had many oppor-
tunities of giving the maiter

he necessary thought. The

timne which “the man behind

the plough™ has in these

1

days to give to such medita-

: tions 1= somewhat fragment-
ary. The pressing quest f

ions of

how 1o

eéconomize person

and have one man
do two men’s work. are apt to crowd out
questions of general and social economy.

be recog-

as, it is needlessly to sav. will
nized bv all my

There is a per-

a national. and

it is the power which too often exclu-
sively engages our attention : for the two
are not independent, and unless our social
economy is right our individual economy
will be largely nugatory.

I wonder if we often properly conceive
economy. It means housckeeping. liter-
ally the law of the household : but the
science of economics has been narrowed
and restricted and sbstraeted. unti]l there
seems little connection between it and the
Ider, broader, more fundamental signi-
fication. Sometimes a homely terminol-
ogy is useful ; and such. I take it. is
* national housekeeping.” instead of po-
litical economy.” Tt will help us if we
thus think of the scope of political econ-
omy. and it will help us still more if we
pursue all economic studies with the sin-

0

! —
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cere endeavor to understand completely
all the implications ol our business rela-
tions with one another in order that these
relations may be so adjusted as to accord
with truth and justice, and guarantee the
sure and permanent progress of society.
Let so much be premised.

Much has been said and written about
the propriety of an ideal in political econo-
omy. Some have maintained that there
is no more place in it for an ideal than
in the study of plants and animals and
rocks ; some have combatted this notion
and hold that in a science which deals
with men’s relations with one another.
even upon the commercial plane, the en-
trance of the ideal is inevitable. becausze
it actually does largely determine how men
do deal with one another. Perhaps if we
were to distingnish between the science
and art of political economy this trouble-
some question would largely vanish. The
art concerns itself with conduct. and into
human conduct the ideal always enters.
The science, too, takes ('«)j__"nizzln('u of con-
duct, and. therefore, studies the outward
manifestations of the ideal. In fact. the
ideal hovers over all sciences, for example
over Biology and Chemisiry, for no true
student of these sciences can long remain
oblivious to the mysterious force which
permeates all the world of nature. and
guides those vast movements and evolu-
tions which fascinate the observer -

““ The one far off divine event
To which the whole creation moves,”

cannot be separated from the world of
nature, studied by the naturalist. physi-
cist and chemist. It needs the poet to
supplement the scientist.

It seems to me. then, that the “ ought »
i1s to be studied in the science and ap-
plied in the art of political economy, as
well as the “is ™ ; for the “is” of to-day
of yesterday. and the

is the “ought”
‘ought ™ (or “ ought not”) of to-day is
the “is ™ of to-morrow. s
Some things to which the student of
economics should give his attention af
the present time might be mentioned.
One is the question of speculating.
manipulating stocks, and so forth. There
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is an idea prevalent that the manipulator
is not wholly useless or baneful ; and oc-
casionally it may so happen. But the
large truth was very aptly expressed by
Goldwin Smith on a recent occasion. when
he said, “ The farmer does not corner
wheat, but raises it.” There are those
who by their own endeavors add somewhat
to the utility of the various objects by
which our individual and social life is
sustained. And there are those who prey
upon these, and reap where they have
not sown, and gather where they have not
strawed.

The question might be put : Is society
cursed with more or worse parasites nowa-
days than in some previous age ? To
answer positively would be impossible, and
it has to be admitted that many ancient
forms of parasitism have disappeared.
But one ventures to state that in the older
and more primitive structure of society
each houschold was practically sufficient
unto itself, and the middleman did not
bulk large; whereas nowadays, when
specialization and differentiation of occu-
pation have gone so far, there are & thou-
sand chances for the designing middie-
man to step in and levy toll upon com-
modities on the way from the initial
producer to the final consumer.

Most treatises on economics have chap-
ters dealing with production, distribution
and consumption. In reality distribution
is a part of production, for the wheat must
be transferred from field to mill. and
from mill to bakeshop, and from bake-
shop to table, before it reaches the anti-
podes of the cyele in which it moves in
its service of man The distributing
agencies are essential in the preparation
of goods for man’s use, and are not essen-
tially distinguishable from the so-cailed
producing agencies. The former concern
themselves with the location of commodi-
ties, while the latter concern themselves
with the form of the same ; and it is as
necessary to have commodities in the right
nlaces as to have them of the right kinds.
For example, a fisherman iz a distributor.
aud not strictly a producer. Yet, in the
ordinary economic sense, he is a Very es-
sential producer. In fact. all producers
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are in a sense distributors—directors of
Nature’s forces, not creators.

But, however illogical is the attempted
distinction between distribution and pro-
duction in economics, there is a very con-
venient, though vague, distinction be-
tween the distributing factors and those
more strictly productive. And, as has been
pointed out, the distributing factor of pro-
duction is the one which has developed so
marvellously during the last few decades,
and it is this which has made us so de-
pendent upon one another, and upon one
another’s honesty and generosity. One
man corners oil and all suffer ; another
corners wheat and all suffer. The rail-
roads, which are the modern highways of
commerce, are in Canada under private
control, like many of our waggon roads
used to be, and the corrective of com-
petition can, in the nature of the case,
scarcely ever be maintained. So, in the
transportation of commodities—in their
necessary distribution—the country i
subjected to exorbitant tolls by those
who have cornered the highways of the
nation. How great, then, are the modern
opportunities for parasitism !

Let the reader now pause a moment and
ask himself how the ideal. how people’s
conceptions of their duties and relation-
ships one to another persistently intrude
upon all our economic studies. How shall
we comprehend men’s economic relation-
ships, in their totality. without very vitally
considering what determines. governs and
guides these relationships—men’s ideals ?

So much for cornering commodities and
means of distribution,

As for stock speculation Ontario has
witnessed, during the last few months,
come deplorable evidences of its growth.
However difficult to draw the line be-
tween legitimate and illegitimate invest-
ments, it cannot be denied that specu-
lating in stocks is nothing short of gam-
bling. One might as well at once throw
the dice, or give the wheel a turn, or
draw the card. The selfish desire to get
something for nothing is the motive
power of the whole business. Society can-

not exist when such one-sided transfers
it can only exist and prosper

multipiy:

when each individual, by toil of hand,
head or heart contributes something to-
wards the well-being of his fellows, and
in return gets his reward—be it pudding,
praise, or neither.

One hears of prominent church mem-
bers indulging in this business of stock
speculation. It is a dark day for the
church when her supporters are so blinded
by selfishness of heart or stupidity of
brain that they cannot feel or understand
how guilty and socially disastrous their
conduct is. One thing, the study of
economics will do, and it is no little
thing : It will show people how extraor-
dinarily absurd are the arguments some-
times advanced in favor of the many
forms of stock gambling that are now
current.

A curious question which sometimes
suggests itself to the student of political
economy is that of the utility of gold min-
ing for coinage purposes. For various rea-
sons—its rarity, its chemical properties,
its occurrence in nature in a metallic
form—gold has long been in use among
many peoples as a sort of basis of value
and exchange, though, indeed. it is every-
where recognized as having no more in-
trinsic life-sustaining power than paper.
Now, if we were to calculate the amount
of labor that has been expended in obtain-
ing the gold coin in existence, we should
find it very large indeed; and if we were
to caleulate the value of the functions per-
formed by this gold we should find it com-
paratively small, and growing smaller
every day. The greater part of modern
commerce is mana.ged without gold—by
means of paper. banks, clearing houses,
ete., and iz managed very satisfactorily.
And vet many people believe that without
a gold reserve all this paper money would
be useless. The facts are that the gold
reserve is usually a very small fraction of
the total currency in circulation, and that
the value which people attach to it is of
exactly the same nature as that attached
to paper money—a value in exchange only,
and attached by common, thongh un-
conscious, consent. Were the world sud-
denly left with nothing but gold coin, it
would. like Midas, begin to realize how
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long its ears had been. The only reasons
why gold has the repuiation of being
‘sound ” are, that it cannot be coined in
unlimited quantities, as is possible with
greenbacks, and that it has chanced to be
internationally acceptable. As soon as
international honesty shall have become
the rule rather than the exception, and
as soon as people shall have recognized the
nature of the value which they have at-
tached to gold, then we shall be able to
useé paper currency with perfect safety
and shall be freed from the furor of
Klondyke rushes and all the newspaper
nonsense about “our vast mineral wealth.”

The word “ wealth,” Mr. Editor. sug-
gests to me what has been often said, but
will bear repeating. = Wealth cannot be
properly conceived apart from the char-
acter of the people who make use of it.
In fact, what we often call wealth, if mis-
used, is not properly wealth at all; it does
not contribute to well-being. A people
may be either blessed or cursed with
material good things, according to
whether they use or abuse them.

It is interesting and useful exercise to
trace out the way in which national and
individual character determines the Con-
sumption of people, and this, in turn. de-
termines the nature of their Production :
for, as will be readily seen, the Demand
governs the Supply. For example, if a
boy spends all his pocket money upon
f_lrc_:—('r:u:kors. and thus cannot {\1.11'('}).'150 a
Jack-knife, the manufacture of fire-crack-
ers will be encouraged, and that of jack-
knives discouraged. So if a nation
spends ifs money upon larger fire-crack-
ers of a more destructive character, the
money used to purchase these is deflected
from some other channel. The charcoal
and saltpetre which explodes with loss
of life might otherwise warm the shiver-
ing and help grow wheat for the hungry.
Similarly some bauble manufactured with
infinite ingenuity and pains is consumed
in decking out supercilious vanity, where-
as the labor spent upon it might
directed otherwise, with the net result that
vanity would be less vain and nakedness

'\\'(bﬁ‘}l? be ( ?u?‘_’nﬂ(],‘

ght be

One is reminded here of what economic
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fallacy, which, in spite of its patent ab-
surdity to anyone who thinks upon the
question, is quite prevalent. It is stated
at times that such and such an expendi-
ture 1s good for business—ecirculates
money, gives employment, helps certain
tradesmen, etc. And this statement is
made irrespective of the nature of the
expenditure : which latter is, in fact. the
essential point of the whole question. Tn-
less the expenditure results in the produc-
tion of commodities that are socially use-
ful, it is wasted. A transfer of wealth
takes place, but no production; and it
should be borne in mind that society ex-
ists by consuming the wealth it pro-
duces; Consumption is the end. the ob-
Ject, of Production. It is true, of course,
that a transfer of wealth often relieves a
congested condition of industry, and to
eflect this transfer a nugatory employ-
ment is sufficient. But why not effect the
transfer by means of a socially productive
employment, and have, as surplus, a net
result in added wealth ? This is surely
the sensible way. Consequently those who
try to justify a certain nugatory employ-
ment or investment on the grounds that
it gives work, need to be reminded that
there are many emplovments and invest-
menis which also give work, and which are
not nugatory. These are justified by their
fruit; the others condemned by their lack
of fruit.

It might be remarked here that it
very humiliating to the farmer to real
that in spit

ite of all he can do manv of his
best products. in whose evolution he has
undoubtedly gained skill and character. go
to the questionable satisfaction of overfed

iry, and are wasted, !
wasted, in their consumption.

or worse than
The po-
tential utility stored in them by their pro-
ducer never becomes actual: like the
fleeting minutes which slip away =o
quickly it is lost. never to be itself re-
gained. When will it} therwise ?
Mr. Editor. the foregoing are
random thoughts that have seemed to me
en
them to vour readers in the hope that they
v stimulate furtl

urther thought along the
same lines. I fear that I have already

1 {a W

worthy of emphasis. and I have giv
i
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consumed my allotted space, but I cannot
conclude this letter without saying some-
thing of those more important aspects of
life to which all our material economy is
subservient.

Sometime ago I remember hearing the
following question raised about some
phase of institute work, “Is it worth
while 77 Of course this immediately led
to the broader question, “ What is worth
while 7 How many of my readers have
consciously attempted an answer ? Upon
our answer to that question will depend
what we are and do.  All economy, good
and bad, is determined by people’s an-
swers to that question. All Demand con-
tains an implicit answer to it; conse-
quently all Supply is governed by it.

What is worth while ? 1Is it worth
while to be honest, in speech and deed; to
be generous; to be clean; to have love in
the home; to be cultured and refined in
taste: to be clear-headed ; to possess much
of this world’s goods; to get rich quickly;
to live in elegant surroundings; to work
hard for small cash pay; to retire on a
competence: to trifle with temptation?
The answers are various. One man thinks
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tippling is worth while, and drinks away
a good farm and home, and finaliy a life.
He has reward, and his demand has
encouraged trade. Another goes to the
fields with a song in his heart, and works
late and early for wife and children, and
home and fellows. He has his reward,
and his demand has also encouraged
trade. But how differently from the
other.

So it is in life. What we are and what
we do are interlaced. Impulses of all
kinds—towards sin and towards righteous-
ness-—determine our several and joint
activities. In this world of sense and fime
the warp of matter is shot through with
the woof of spirit, and many a strange
pattern results—patterns of glorious bril-
liancy or of sober steadfastness, patterns
in divers colors, patterns beautiful and
full of inspiration, patterns ugly and
dispiriting, patterns faded and torn and
incomplete—all these coming from the
loom of time. and teaching the children
of men lessons in economy; whereof, in-
deed, no one has yvet caught the secret save
he with mind and heart tuned to the music
of the ideal. W. C. Goon.

FATHER EARTH.

BY REV. MARK

GUY PEARSE.

{Especially for the (. A. C. Review.)

Old Father Earth was a grim old thing,
No trace of beauty had he;

Across his face ran the furrows deep,
As brown and bare as could be.

Now, it chanced one day that a tiny
seed
Went driven along that way;
A tiny seed in a great big world,
On a shivering winter’s day.

This old Father Earth, beneath his crust,
A pitiful heart had he;
He whispered, “Little one, come, I
pray,
Find rest and refuge with me.”

The little seed turned, and trembling said :
“I'm so very small, you see,

Whilst you stretch away for many a rood;
I'm afraid you won’t care for me!”

Not care for thee, little one? Ha, ha!”
And the old brown Earth laughed he;
“I1f I am so big, the more room there is

In my heart of hearts for thee.”

“What will you give to me, Father
Earth,
Pray what will you give to me ?”
Then the brown Earth folded the seed to
himself,
And answer made tenderly:

i
;
!
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“All that T have I will give to thee,
All that I can be is thine;
For theé the very seasons are set
And the very heavens do shine.”
*What will do with me, Father
Earth,
Pray what will you do with me?” ™
*I will make thee root and flower and
fruit,
And thou shalt be fair to see.”

Yyou

Then to rest the little seed sank down.
In the love that held it tight ;
He covered it up, and he tucked it in.
And bade it a sweet good night.
i
So the time slipped by, and Father Earth
Held his treasure faithfully,
Till the seed sent down a tiny root,
And thrust up its head to <ee.
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And day after day the sun it shone.
And gently fell the shower,

Until at last in its stateliness
There stood the lh‘!"ii‘('l flower.

But still the fair face is downward bent,
And it whispers tenderly,
“Though my head is in heaven, dear old
Earth,
['m not going away from thee.”

And the old brown Earth. he laughed
again,
“Ah, what hast thou done for me!
I was but a clod all brown and bare,
And now T am part of thee.
&
“A thousandfold thou hast paid me back
The little *twas mine to give;
Uplifted, transformed, and crowned
thee,
Thou hast shown me how to live.”
—From “ West ('ulnll"".’ Songs.”

in

AN OUTING IN THE GEORGIAN BAY.,

NE of the ;»'!";h;)n!‘.wl holi-
days that 1 nave enjoved in
a long time was a two weeks’
outing summer along
the north shore of the Geor-
gian Bay.

On a

last

Fridav afternoon
earlv in August our little
]\:H‘I._\‘ of seven E"?.' (.H?‘!f!}_’_‘“
wood, on North-
ern Navigation Co.’s steam-
ers, bound for the Sault
']’«»\\;:r«?s
Meaford, then at

dark headed

one of

and
evening we called
Owen Sound. and

across the for the

h shore. Next morning v davbreak
the Colli
annic, from Midland, were }
: }1‘

beautii

steamer, ingwood, and the

wvine a
for entrance to the channel
\illarney. The fine snap-shot, which
our rival offered as she steamed in ahead
of us compensated me, at least. for « oming

, emerald isles, and
tawny Indians, which lend a charm to that
northern section. Certainly from here on
the whole trip is a paradise for the camera
who not be a camera
surroundings? Without

any weakness 1

upper deck with the first

, and began firing at every-
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Bruce Mines, the Gamey politician
Gow Bay, and the ever-attendant fl ck of
gulls from one port to another, with
islands innumerable dotted here and there,
left no time for flageing of interest.

In my estimation, however, the most
beautiful port of this beautiful northern
waterway lies between Hilton and the
“So00.” Here the rocks are. if possible,
more rugged ; the islands more numerous.
and the bordering woods more stately and
verdant than anywhere else. To our left
now lies St. Josephs Island, which has

at

C. Review.

But we must give more than a passi
mention to the Indian play. At Kensing
ton Point, one of the most picturesque
spots on the north shore, the great Hia-
watha drama is played every afternoon
two months during the summer
season. A little island about thirty vards
from the shore forms the central
stage. but the surrounding lake, adjoin-
ing shore and rocky promontory beyond
all, form part of the wonderful stage set-
ting. A more fitting surrounding for
such a wild and weird play could not well

Lor

THE BRITANNIC

been justly called “ the Imerald Isle of

the North.” At Richard’s Landing. it
western capital, two of us got off to re-
connoitre for a couple of days till the rest
of the party should return the
Mackinaw. And what a glowing report
we gave when on the Tuesday follow-
ing they again pulled up to the dock.
The accommodation was excellent. the
fare sumptuous, the islands about were
blue with berries. and the channels teemed
with fish: boating, bathing, berrying, fish-
ing. hunting. with a picnic every day and
an Indian play thrown in. Of course they
stopped. and we enjoved it all,

from

and more.

Ali¥

AD AT KILLARNEY.

have been selected. The actors are !15!!~if_\'
Ojibway Indians, fifty or sixty of whom
arc camped in their birch bark tepees
upon the plavgrounds. More than half
of them take part in the play decked in
ir striking native
paint and feathers. The Indians

be born actors, and the spirit with
which they enter into the scenes depicted
in Longfellow’s great poem. make it in-
deed realistic. The songs are weird and
musical, and the. dances beyond the imi-
tation of the white man. Most of the
characters were excellent. Hiawatha was
a fine type of Indian brave, and Minne-

the costumes, with war-
seem

{o
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CK-KEWI'S LEAP IN THE HIAWATHA PLAY.

A FOREST ROAD ON ST.

JOSEPH'S ISLAND.
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~

haha, a comely Indian maiden. but Pau-
puk-kewis, “the mischief-maker.” was a
wonder for grace, agility and daring.
The accompanying illustration shows him
taking a headlong leap of about fifty feet
to escape his revengeful pursuers,

So delighted were we with our day ai
Kensington that a second visit was made,
and both times we snapped every plate
our camera kit would carry.

Each day afforded some new recreation.
One day we explored a dozen islands to
the westward, and came upon numerous
bands of Indians gathering the blue-ber-
ries. which were unusually abundant this

0 Tue O. A.
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Another day, guided by our old friend,
Bert Young, we found ~an inland lake,
white with acres of water-lilies. Hauling
our boat over the narrow neck of land
separating it from the big lake, we waded
into them, and how our ladies revelled in
bloom that day! They decked the boat
from stern to stern, and’wished for more
boats to fill.

At another time we enjoyed a dry land
excursion, and took a thirty-mile drive on
St. Joseph’s Island. The beautifu] shady
road. winling through the natural forest
of magnificent maples in the interior of
that 1sland, we will not soon forget. On

GOW'S BAY ON ST.
year. Our meeting with one of these
bands proved most interesting, for in it
we got acquainted with John Cabiosa. one
lligent Indians it has ever
to meet. He it was
! this vear, had taken the part of
Hiawatha in the play at Kensington,
and he it was who entertained Longfellow’s

1

daughters. when they came to assist the

ot the most inte

my  priv

until

I
sentation of the play to the publiec. He
gave us a very interesting account of his
connection with the play, and explained

. 41
some of the mag

Indians three vears ago in the first pre-

al feats we wondered at

in witnessing them.

tl
t]
8

JOSEPH'S iSLAND.

1e edge of this woods we photographed
1e log-cabin home of one of the pioneers,

which, for its general appearance of tidi-
ness and thrift, might serve as a model in
many parts of older Ontario.

[ might write pages on the days we
spent fishing, but as that would only
spoil my reputation for veracity, and as
fish stories are never believed anyway, I
shall refrain and say nothing ahout the
‘speckled beauties ¥ we caught in Blue
Jayv Creek. or the big hass we played in
Manitou Lake, but will close with a photo
of the party in Gow’s Bay, where our larg-
est lunge was landed. H. L. Hurr.

©——
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NATURE POETRY IN LAMPMAN.

Let us be much with Nature ;: not as they
That labour without seeing, that employ
Her umloved forces, blindly without joy ;
Nor those whose hands and crude delights
obey
The old brute passion
slay ;
But rather as children of one common birth,
Discerning in each natural fruit of earth
Kinship and bond with this diviner clay.
Let us be with her wholly at all hours,
With the fond lover’s zest, who is content
If his ear hears, and if his eye but sees ;
So shall we grow like her in mould and bent,
Our bodies stately as her blessed trees,
Our thoughts as sweet and sumptuous as her
flowers.

to hunt down and

—Lampman.

N these days when Nature-
Study is receiving its share
of attention in schools and
colleges, it is pertinent to in-
quire, what, after all, is the
aim of Nature-Study? Is
i, the pursuit of truth. or
of beauty? Does it seek to
instruct, or to inspire—to
give knowledge of scientifie
facts, or to arouse admira-
tion of nature’s wonder and
Is its scientific or

loveliness ?
a@sthetice ?
There is possible, it is evident. a wide

aim

distinction in aims for the student of
nature. Her secrets are manifold, and her
mysteries, in their entirety, past finding
out. The present writer ventures to sug-
gest, however, that by whatever paths we
approach our goal, the goal is, an eve to
see nature’s loveliness, an admiration for
her wonders, a taste adequately to
ciate her beauties. Let these he developed
or created among our people, and the
whole purpose of nature study is accom-
plished. There is a danger of this pur-
pose being obscured by the tendency, too
common among teachers of this subject,
to make it merely an approach to the sci-
ences. We may thus lose sight of the great
forest from the multitude of the trees
that fill the eye. The wider aspects of
nature, her landscapes, valleys, plains,
mountains, and skies, may

1]1)])]’(‘-

be ignored,
S

while we are
anathematizes—

botanizing. Wordsworth

The fingering slave,
One that would peep and botanize
Upon his mother's grave.

The true effect of the higher, more ex-

pansive outlook upon nature, he character-
izes as “impulses of deeper birth.”

The out®ard shows of sky and earth,
Of hill and valley, he has viewed 3
And impulses of deeper birth
Have come to him in solitude.

ARCHIBALD LAMPMAN.

The difference between the scientific and
the wsthetic appreciation of nature he ex-
presses thus:

Contented if he might enjoy

The things which others understand.

This capacity for enjoving natur
feeling at home in her solitudes, and de-
lighting in her varying phases and
panoramie disclosures, is the character-
istic quality of Lampman. His residence.
during the productive period of his life,
at Ottawa, with its strenuous climate. and
its proximity to the wild nature that he




22 Tue O. A.

loved, was favorable to the development
of his bent. His employment in the civil
service left considerable leisure for the
gratification of his fancies, and these led
him to the woods and fields. On the city
street, he habitually walked with eyes
cast down, but in the woods his manner
was alert and observant. In reading
Lampman’s nature poetry, one is con-
stantly impressed with the conviction that
his was a rare spirit, thrown into uncon-
genial and unresponsive surroundings,
and seeking relief and rest in the sanctu-
ary of nature.

Ah, T have wandered with unwearied feet,

All the long sweetness of an April day,

Lulled with cool murmurs and the drowsy
beat {

Of partridge wings in secret thickets gray,

The marriage hymns of all the birds at play,

The faces of sweet flowers, and easeful
dreams

Beside slow reaches of frog-haunted streams:

Wandered with happy feet, and quite forgot

The shallow tcil, the strife against the grain,

Near souls, that hear us call, but answer not,

The loneliness, perplexity and pain,

And high thoughts cankered with an earthly
stain ;

And then, the long draught emptied to the
lees,

I turn me homeward in slow-pacing ease.

There is nothing particuiarly novel or
original in Lampman’s nature poetry.
After Wordsworth and Tennyson, it
would demand most exceptional genius
to discover even gleanings in a field so
well harvested. The distinctive features
in his work are his freshness and mani-
fest sincerity: his freshness in seeing
things for himself and telling just what
he saw, and giving to his work a local
coloring: his sincerity in the unfeigned
delight he experiences in being out of
doors, in the cold and in the heat. in
storm and in sun. Also, a delicate appre-
ciation of colors in scenery and in land-
scape, and a power of vivid description,
distinguish his work.

The local coloring imparted by Lamp-
man to his poetry is his principal oppor-
tunity for originality, and he makes much
of it. The characteristic phenomena of
our Ontario climate were with him mat-
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ters of observation and description.
lere are bits of our summer :

From plains that reel to southward, dim,
The road runs by me white and bare :
Up the steep hill it seems to swim
Beyond, and melt into the glare.
Upward half-way, or it may be
Nearer the summit, slowly steals
A hay-car., moving dustily
With idly clacking wheals.

Field upon field to westward hum and shine
The gray-green, sun-drenched mists of
blossoming peas ;
Beyond them are great elms and poplar
trees
That guard the noon-stilled farm-yards,
groves of pine,
And long dark fences muffled thick with

vine ;
Then the high city, murmurous with . *lis;
And last upon the sultry west blue 3,

Misty, far-lifted—a mere filmy line.
Across these blackening rails into the light
I lean and listen, Iolling drowsily ;
On the fence-corner, yonder to the right,
A red squirrel whisks and chatters ; near
by
A little old brown woman on her knees,
Searches the deep hot grass for straw-
berries.

Every season of the year, almost every
month, has its sonnet or its ode. Here
is a representative winter scene:

The glittering roofs are still with frost ;
each worn

Black chimney builds into the quiet sky

Its curling pile to crumble silently.

Far out to westward on the edge of morn,

The slender misty city towers up-borne

Glimmer faint rose against the pallid blue ;

And yonder on those northern hills, the hue

of amethyst, hangs fleeces dull as horn.

And here behind me come the woodmen’s
sleighs

With shout and clamorous squeakings ;
might and main

Up the steep slope the horses stamp and
strain,

Urged on by hoarse-tongued drivers—cheeks
ablaze, =

Iced beards and_frozen eyelids—team by
team,

With frost-fringed flanks, and nostrils jetting
Steam.

The fugitive, mystic beauty of our
Indian summer is keenly appreciated :
The old gray year is near his term in sooth

And now with backward eye and soft-laid
palm

-




Awakens to a golden dream of youth,

A second childhood lovely and most calm,

And the smooth hour about his misty head

An awning of enchanted splendour weaves,

Of maples, amber, purple, and rose-red,

And droop-limbed elms down-drooping golden
leaves,

With still half-fallen lids he sits and dreams

Far in a hollow of the sunlit wood,

Lulled by the murmur of thin-threading
streams,

Nor sees the polar armies overflood

The darkening barriers of the hills, nor
hears

The north-wind ringing with a thousand
spears.

He was never robust in health, and it

was his frequent practice to spend his
holdidays north and west of the Ottawa,
on the border of the unbroken wilderness:

Far in the grim northwest beyond the lineg
That turn the rivers eastward to the sea.

There he would drink long draughts of
the health-giving pine-scented air, and
would secure during .these wilderness
sojourns a new lease of life.
valued these excursions to the limit is
shown by the many references to them in
his poetry. One quotation must suffice:

We run with rushing streams that toss and
spume ;

We speed or dream upon the open meres :

The pine-woods fold us in their pungent
gloom ;

The thunder of wild water fills our ears :

The rain we take, we take the beating sun ;

The stars are cold above our heads at night :

On the rough earth we lie when day is done,

And slumber even in the storm’s despite.

The savage vigour of the forest creeps

Into our veins, and laughs upon our lips ;

The warm blood kindles from forgotten
deeps,

And surges tingling to the finger tips.

Tue O. A.
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The deep-pent

bands ;

We feel the strength and goodness of our
hands.

life awakes and bursts its

The following passage in his “ Winter
Hues Recalled ™ is so characteristic of his
method—employing the vecasion of some
country jaunt to furnish poetic material—
and at the same time shows so well his nice
perception of colors in landscape, that I
cannot forbear quoting the whole—

Ere yet I turned
With long stride homeward, being heated
With the loose swinging motion, weary too,
Nor uninclined to rest, a buried fence,
Whose tgpmost log just shouldered from the

snow,

Made me a seat, and thence with heated
cheeks,

Grazed by the north-wind’s edge of stinging
ice,

I looked far out upon the snow-bound waste,
The lifting hills and intersecting forests,
The scarce marked courses of the buried
streams,
And as I looked lost memory of the frost,
Transfixed with wonder, overborne with joy.
I saw them in their silence anA their beauty,
Swept by the sunset’s rapid hand of fire,
Sudden, mysterious, every moment deepening
To some new majesty of rose or flame.
The whole broad west was like a molten sea
Of crimson. In the north the light-lined hills
Were veiled far off as with a mist of rose
Wondrous and soft. Along the darkening
east
The gold of all the forests slowly changed
To purple. In the valley far before me,
Low sunk in sapphire shadows, from its hills,
Softer and lovelier than an opening flower,
Uprose a city with its sun-touched towers,
A bunch of amethysts.

I need not apologize for frequent and
lengthy quotations from our author. He
is his own best interpreter.

J. B. REY~NoLDs.
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proper ripening of cheese that they be
kept at a temperature of 65 to 70 degrees.
Factory men went to considerable trouble
and expense to heat their cheese-ripening
rooms in the spring and fall of the year.
Heaters, ranging from a rusty old box
stove, propped up with bricks in lien of
legs, to elaborately constructed furnaces
were to be found in nearly all our factor-
ie2.  Modern dairyv science tells us that
the ripening of cheese takes place practi-
cally regardless of temperature down to
at least several degrees below freezing
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THE MELONS AND MELINDA.

VIR T RY TELLIR

OSH GRAWBURG'S farm
stretches back from the Cat-
fish Creek, where it dawdles
into Lake Erie. His frame
house, broadhipped  and
verandah-girt, faces the
creek, the road between. and
the sunrise. On its left an
orchard, in spring and fall
fruitfully suggestive of Hes-
pcridt's. <?n}n‘.~ to the road as
well. In the field on the

Tff_'])f ]Jl\f Vear stood a }u-;]\_\' cTop vf

‘
corn, within the shady depths of which,

near the house, reclined numerous water- _

melons, the prize crop of the township.
“Old Josh ” is a well-known character
along the north shore for many miles;
prehistorie almost, reckoned by the growth
of the community since he helped his
pioneer father to replace forest with farm.
He is as tough as a rawhide. and as
leathery, though his shoulders are bent
like the now discarded cradle which helped
to shape them so. And his eves still
sparkle above his whiskers like the dew
in a lowland meadow at sunrise.
Melinda, the old farmer's daughter, is
twenty-one. At twenty she was the belle
of Bugwash village, and the family and
treasure of her father Melinda is
modern, moreover. Her hands and feet
are smaller and better clad than had those
women of the first davs who led slaves’
lives for posterity. Her spirit is the

same, however.  As for her girlish deeds
and graces—but ask Mr. Rube Haycock,
next farm but one, and he wil] give vou
all ‘the eulogy of Melinda fhat any young
wife has a right to expect.

With the blossoming of the melon vines,
came one Stimson Stott, Esq., from the
Model School, to teach in the village.
How he came and went, as gayly colored
as the coon-fruit in question, and as
ephemeral in his loeal history, is best told
in the words of Josh himself. addressed.
on the occasion of Melinda's wedding,
to a few old neighbors, who wer gathered
with him in the horse-shed behind the
church.

“ You know, Rube’d ben a-comin’ purty
reglar to see Lindy fer quite a spell “fore
the dood turned up. Wal, I dunno jist
what happened, but ‘long last summer the
dood he tuk to comin’ back io sde me
powerful frequent on School Trustee
business, an’ somehow “twasn’t long “fore
he wuz a-persecutin’® the discussion uv
said business mostly with my gal. Guess
Rube he got huffed considerable. He
left off comin’ anyways. I callated to
Jist chaw wood an’ say nothin’, an’ T did.
(Guess mebhe Lindy wuz a-thinkin® same’s
me all the time.

“’N” then them mel'ns got dead ripe,
jist a-waitin’ for a frost to make ‘em
tasty. °N’ one night the dood comes up
an’ tells me some o’ the boys hez laid a
plan to coon-hunt the hull bunch that
same evenin’. Wal, I callated to see any
fun they wuz a-goin’, and so I loads my
shot-gun with salt, and sets out on thet
side of the house on the vrandy. The
dood sot "round in front with Lindy, and
I ¢’d tell as he wuz makin’ a strong im-
pression on her confidin® natur. Guess
he seen the happy day a-comin’ all right.
I ¢’d hear the bell on ole ¢ Spot’ down in
the pasture behind the corn, grazin® peace-
able in the moonlight. ’n’ Dan’l Tucker’s
collie wuz howlin’ like a hull camp
meetin® over t'other side o’ the orchard.
"N’ then when I wuz jist cussin’ my rheu-
matiz an’ the dood in the same breath.
long about ten o’clock, T hears an all-
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fired racket in the corn, side o’ the
pastur. The cows wuz in the corn !
That bell-cow wuz rarin’  and tearin’
‘round like all possessed, s if she’d never
git another chanst uv a mouthful. I
drops the gun an’ spurns the vearth like
Sam Hill tell I finds the cows layin’ down
in the fur cornder of the pastur’, and
no bell soundin’ at all. ] couldn’t make
out how it had stopped so suddent. When
I gits back to the vrandy there laid the
cow-beli beside my gun an’ no sight nor
sound uv the young folks. Swat me
deef, that bet me clean out ! °N’ then

sets to thinkin’, an’ perceed- to make
a casyool inspection of that there mel’n
patch. T’Il be teetotally dodgasted ef
there wuz one left that a hen couldn’t uy
et! °N7 at last, gosh ding my eyes, °f 1
didn’t find Mr. Dood a-layin’ on his back
anunder one span uy the fence, packed
down so tight that T ¢’d scassly make out
his head ’n’ heels in the thistles thet
growed luxuriant ‘round. Ez fer noise,
this wuz the only time I ever seen him
without hearin’ *im tno. an’ the reason
wuz in his mouth in the shape of a mel’n
rine, tied ingenions to the back of his
neck with his veller tie.

“T ez to ’im. sez I, ¢ Shockin® " T sez.
‘ However in this world did you git into
this perdicermunt 2° T sez, "N’ ’s soon’s
the pore feller got clear he sez he callated
he'd ben an’ eof himself- into it. °N?
then he walked off silent an’ haughty, an’
I haint seen him sence. Wal. T wuz more
dumfoundered 'n’ ever. an’ [ sot on thet

e, wonderin’ about it. Seemed

4

zif the boys had a-bin stealin’ mel’'ons
while I wuz a-chasin’ cows with the fence
corner raised on a stove wood stick, an’
a-rollin’ em out anunder., Guess the
dood must uv interfered some, an’ the
fence  fell on ’im accidental when the
boys left.  Wal, jis® % I got back to the
v'randy, danged if there wuzn’t Lindy an’
Rube a-settin’ there big’s life, an’ lookin’
zif they’d a-ben talkin’ over the opry all
evenin’, real pleasant. I begun to smell
a rat in the woodpile.

“Sez I very stern, I sez,  What's this
mean ¥ very sharp, I sez to Lindy.
“Call off yer dog,’ sez Rube, ’n’ I cd ’a’
swore he wuz a-grinnin’, only it wuz too
dark to make sure. ¢ Explain yer mean-
in’,)” sez I, indignant, ¢ We're engaged,’
sez Lindy, serious, but I ¢’d s’ bet she
wuz a-grinnin’ too, ’f there’d ’a’ ben a
light.

“*Look a-here’ sez I. “how’d my
friend Stimson Stott git anunder thet
fence? I sez, imperious. ‘ Guess,” sez
Rube, sad like, sez he. “ The fence must
‘a’ fell on him, ef thet's whare he wuz’
sez Lindy ‘T missed him.’ sez she.
‘ Pears that way,” sez Rube, thinkin’ hard.
‘He'd orter keep out o the grass when
the doo is on.’ he sez.

“Wal, we had to git another noo
teacher “count o’ the loss o’ my mel’ons,

an’ I ain’t never got no sense out o’ them

two vit "bout what thev seen that night.

1l they sez is. ¢ (Guess agin.’ sez thev.
All the 3

And Old Josh bit off another piece of
“ chewing.”

AUSTIN I.. McCrEDIE. *08
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CHRISTMAS IN

HAT !

Christmas  again !
Can we believe it! An-
other year has overtaken
and hurried past us like a
summer cloud casting gloom
and refreshment in its path,
and becoming dissipated in
the great unknown, leaving
nothing but its effects to
tell us that it has existed.
With some the past vear
may have left sad re-
collections; to all of us it has brought
Jjoy and privileges. Softened, and perhaps
humiliated by trouble and disappoint-
ment, enobled by the consciousness of
duty performed, we should be betier
qualified than ever to anticipate, and par-
ticipate in, the festivities and good-will of
the universal holiday.

On the farm, where social events and
holidays are less common than in the
city, the Christmas season is a particularly
joyous one.  Aspect, atmosphere, and as-
sociation all combine to stimulate the
feeling of good-will.  Before the farm
home lies the broad expanse of a snow-
shrouded landscape, the vital parts of a
sleeping Nature, protected by their winter
garments.  Far and near the neighbor-
ing chimneys peer above the sturdy ever-
green groves pouring their indications of
comfort and good cheer into the dry,
frosty air. Here and there clumps of
woodland, remnants of pioneer times,
thrust their well-tried forms between the
arctic breath and the home of the sturdy
habitant. The harmony of voices has
been changed to a sombre silence, startled
only by the sharp cracks of Jack Frost as
he exerts his prodigious expanding power.
The burdened evergreens, once the home
of the songsters, droop to hide the feet of
their denuded neighbors, leaving the tall,
weird form of the maple to frown before
the sloping rays of a meagre December

THE COUNTRY.

sun. Stretching in all directions the
piles of snow, streaked with the black out-
line of the fences, transform the landscape
into a vast geometrical problem.  The
ponds have changed their sluggish green-
uess, and contracted outlines for a clear.
silvery expanse, and the streams have been
hushed by an icy hand, and forced to stop
their noisy chatter. Everything is bright
and invigorating. The air is pure, clear
and frosty, free from the taints of the
workshops of men, unlimited as the uni-
verse itself, filling us with buoyancy and
exhilaration.

To such a scene the Canadian farmer’s
family wakens on Christmas morning.
Early the repose has been broken, as the
Younger members, impatient for the
morning light, scamper out to search the
stocking, large and small, for the gifts of
a mystic Santa Claus.  Besides, friends
are expected for the day, and everyvthing
must be ready to receive them. After a
general exchange of good-will, and after
the first outburst of joy and affection has
been assuaged, the farmer’s next thought
is for the stock. Sunday and Saturday,
holiday and work-day, much time must
be spent with the farm animals. On
Christmas the pleasure of feeding and
tending the stock is greater than usual.
More leisure may be taken, and the nohle
animals, as they receive the daintiest feed
and an extra amount of petting, press
against their master, and seem to under-
stand and reciprocate the good-will.
Morning, noon and night the work must
be repeated, and is as often rewarded by
the consciousness of kindness bestowed.

The family scenes would be hard to
paint. What artist would dare to enter
into the hearts of fathers : ad mothers on
such an occasion. How dare he handle
these sacred things, the heart-rays of love
and satisfaction in the sunset of life grow-
ing more and more intense because less
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bountiful warmtl, of tl
Nor is the recreation a less prominent
part. From morn till night the ring of
the skate, the Jingle of the bells, and the
affected screeches of charming vouth pe.
sound and re-echo through the air. telling
of light hearts and healthy bodies. Away
from the stifling air of crowded rinks, free
from the expense and disappointments of
the liverv-stable, witl, a  straw-lined

sleigh-box, and a stout team, the vouth
and beautv of the farm-homes are within
realms of delight known
But the climax is not vet.
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T is now nearly a quarter of
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carly  eraduates of the
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fortable homes of the
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ing the Jjingle, jingle,

jingle of the bells
coming up the drive

announces the arrival
of guests.  Oh the
the anticipations, the ex-
hilaratisn whenp Youth mingles with vouth
N unmixed pleasure, Cordially the
BUESts are received, and hefore long all
are lost in the giddy whirl of light and
beauty. And o the evening passes.
Lunch such as only a farmer’s home can
supply receives ample attention, but the
interruption is short. and the whirl be-
gins again.  But gl too quickly the
hours scamper on, the guests disperse, and
‘he morning light breaks. Over the land
the halo of good-wil] lingers, vouth and
manhood turn again to the responsibilities
of life, refreshed, strengthened and en-
nobled by a realization of the
“Peace on earth. good-wi]]

of load after load
1 heart-thrchs,

message,
to men.”
J. C. R.

OUR CANADIAN WEST.

older provinces, hyf of the United States
and of Europe, iz now being directed to-
ward the Canadian West, the * Granary
of the Empire.” Twenty vears ago
Canada had little to offer the

young man
of education

and enterprise: stagnation

was in her blood, while the Republie to
the south was rushing  forward with

gigantic strides, With the opening of
the west, hu\\'w‘u-.", ];n’]w heo

no longer was there a wl i

an to dawn.
" of annexa-
opened for the best

he old Dominion conld
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tion : opportunities
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produce : egan to tingle
in the men and capi began to
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bandman tickled the fertile earth. and the
stream of golden wheat that
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these
lands that the Canadian manufacturer,
taken by surprise, was unprepared to meet
the demands, and oy r ever elert American
cousins, seizing the opportunity, partici-
pated largely in the trade development
that has taken Place as - well as in the
great land movement.
To-day the west affords an unequalled
opportunity for the Young man, and it is
gratifying to observe how many are real-
izing this fact, Already there are upwards
of 150 ex-students of the 0. A. C. resid-
ing in the west,
In the older provinces the

scattered over immensely fertile

values of

C. Review.

one or two crops. It is not necessary to
explain to the students of the 0.A. C,,
however, that exclusive wheat raising is
not conducive to the hest interests of a
country, and this fact is rapidly being
recognized by the western farmer. Mixed
farming is already practised in many pro-
gressive districts, and even in the more ex-
clusive wheat centres, crop rotation and
seeding down to grass in order o maintain
the supply of humus, and assist in the
conservation of gspil moisture is being
mnore generally practised year by year.
With the introduction of g grass rotation,
the building of fences and the improve-

A FAIR HARV ESTER.

agricultural lands have long since reached
their limit, and the young man buying a
farm in the east assumes a debt that wil]
take half a life time to clear off, whereas
the richest and most productive of virgin
soil can yet be acquired free or bought at
nominal prices in the west, that is certain
to bring wealth to the owner through its
increase in value alone.

Wheat is king in the west. With ordi- do
asons wheat will pro-
duce greater returns for the capital and
labor invested than any other branch of

It is not uncommon for g

abundance as yet, one

ripened in his orchard over 35 varieties
of standard apples this

nothing of crabs, plums, ete,
of his land out of the

ment of farm buildings, live stock raising
becomes more popular and profitable.

Another noticeable feature in the de-

velopment of the agriculture of th
prairie is the greatly increased attention
being given to tree planting for the shelt-
ering and beautifying of the
Within these shelters can be
variety of hardy fruits, and although we

home.
grown a great

not grow peaches and apples in great
Manitoba farmer

past season, to say
And while
rest of our farmers are preparing {o
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do likewise they simply sow an extra acre
or two of wheat with the profits of which
they can buy all the apples they require
from the old orchards of their forefathers,
and buy them too with the three x brand
which insures against worm and scab.
Space precludes reference to the great
ranching industry, to the dairy industry
or to the pure bred stock industry, all of
which are rapidly developing. Both in
Manitoba and the Territories there are
live stock, dairy, horticultural and poultry

associations, agricultural societies and
farmers” institutes, and soon we will have
our own agricultural college.

The possibilities and opportunities of
the great west are simply beyond descrip-
tion, and must be seen to be appreciated,
and it can truly be said that no Canadian
has completed his education until he has
seen for himself the “ Granary of the
Empire.”

GEORGE H. GREIG,

Secretary O. A. C. Union, Winnipeg.

PERMANENT PASTURES AT GLENHODSON.

HROUGHOUT Ontario, es-
pecially the Eastern portion
of the Province, there are
many side hills, some of
which are steep and rugged.
On Glenhodson there are
forty acres of land of this
description. The hills are
very abrupt, rising to seventy
feet above the valleys at
their base. The Jand is rich,
clay loam, quite dry, and

the section is somewhat deficient in rain-

fall. My forefathers cropped this land
in regular rotation, and obtained from it
fairly good average yields, but at con-
siderable expense of labor and machinery.

When this farm came into my posses-

sion, about seven years ago, I decided to

establish permanent pastures, if possible.
Having heard that Prof. Roberts, at
that time director of Cornell Experiment

Station, had been successful in clothing

similar lands with grass, some eight years

ago, I visited that station, and went over
the experiment pastures, which were heav-
ily clothed with suitable grasses. On ad-
joining lands, of similar soil, the growth
of grass was very poor, especially on the
face of the hills. . It was evident that

Prof. Roberts was obtaining as much

from one acre as his neighbors were from

three acres. This result was undoubtedly
due to his better system of management,

which he described to me as: First., a

very thorough preparation of the soil;
second, a careful choice of grasses; third,
frequent top dressings.

Seven years ago this fall twenty acres
of these side hills at Glenhodson were
ploughed immediately after harvest and
thoroughly harrowed. Once a week
thereafter the soil was cultivated, prin-
cipally with a rigid tooth, wooden frame,
Bell cultivator. The first time the broad
teeth were used, but the next and sub-
sequent cultivations were given with the
narrower teeth. At each succeeding cul-
tivation the teeth were set a little deeper,
until finally the soil was moved as deep
as the strength of three heavy horses
would allow. The cultivator used was
one of the narrowest width. The first
week in October the land was ridged and
laid by for the season. Early the follow-
ing spring the entire area was seeded
with a mixture of: 12 Ibs. lucerne, 6
Ibs. of timothy, 3 Ibs. white clover, 10
Ibs. orchard grass, and 10 Ibs. blue grass
per acre.

On sixteen acres two bushele of barley
were sown per acre. Four acres were left
in strips at intervals throughout the fields
on which no barley was sown. That por-
tion sown with barley yielded over forty
bushels per acre. When the crop was har-
vested considerable lucerne was found in
the butts of the sheaves. On the 1st of
October the entire twenty acres was a
mass of lucerne, knee high. Every por-
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tion of the field was thickly covered, even clay knolls,
the brows of the hills. No animals were
allowed in the fields that fall.

The following spring we found that a
portion of the lucerne had been killed,

but the other grasses and

were quite ‘thick and

which cover an area of from
two to three acres. Here the lucerne has
been very persistent, and is ag thick as
and more growthy than it wag the first
year it was sown. This may be because
the white clover the soil is saited to the plant, or becausze
vigorous looking. the other grasses refused to grow on these
On the 20th of May the dairy cows were knolls, and left the soil undisputed,

turned into this area, and continued there We have never been

the greater part of the summer, care be-  lucerne in connection with othep grasses,

ing taker, -that the grass was not caten  and have it Jagt for a number of years,

too short. but have succeeded very well on dry, deep

In the fall of that yvear g portion of loam. where the Jucerne has been sown

this ground was top dressed with well alone and where animals are not allowed
rotted stable manure, at the rate of ten to pasture.

loads to the acre: 4 portion with fresh The best practice js
manure, and a part was left undressed. soon as the first
The fo]lm\'ing Year, that acreage not again g second time

dressed did not vield nearly so much maturity. Inmlodiutol‘\' after the second
grass as the other, nor dig it withstand cutting a top dressing” at the rate of six
drouth so well. The fresh stable manure loads per acre of fresh stable manure
gave as good results, Joad for load, as the should he applied.

other. It hag proved most satisfactory I wish to emphasize what I have al-
to apply at some time during each year ready said; it ig 5 better practice to apply
a light dressing over the entire area. the manure each year, at the rate of five
Five loads Per acre have given very good or six tong per acre, than to leave it un-
results ; this Pasturage is becoming better dressed for severa] years, and then put on
every vear, and capable of CATTYing more q heavy coating,
stock. On land of this description in That portion
this section lucerpe is not desirable as 5 seeded withont
Pasture plant, but the orchard grass, hlue
8rass, and white cloyer are giving ex- sielded g crop of forty bushels of barley
cellent results. The lucerne has entirely  per acre the Year the seeds were sown.
isappeared, except on the face of the blue - F. W. Hopsox.

able to grow

to cut lucerne ag
blossoms appear, and
at the same stage of

of the field which was
barley has never given
better results than that portion which

it
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FLOWERS AND FOLIAGE FOR CHRISTMAS.

The happy sounds of Christmas-tide
Are heard again by all :
Old customs of the country-side,
And the merry sleigh-bells tinkling call.

Bright hours! that pass like flowers away,
Or the stories of yule-tide told :

So swiftly each new Christmas day,
Is gathered with the old.

Then heigho ! for the winter snow,
While yule-fires bright are shining,

And evergreen on the wall is seen,
With flower and foliage twining.

B HE demand for flower and
foliage for each succeeding
Christmas-tide is decidedly
on the increase, and it is
seldom that the supply is
equal to the demand, not-
withstanding the enormous
increase in the number and
extent of florists’ establish-
ments all over our fair Do-
minion during the last few
years. Not only are plants
and florists’ flowers very much more
used for decorative purposes than they
were in the festive seasons of bygone
vears, but they have also very largely
supplanted the use of Xmas "cards as
mediums to convey to friends and loved
ones our festive greetings and good
wishes, for a Happy Xmas and a bright
New Year.

And what more appropriate gift at
Christmas-tide can there be! carrying
with them as they do, recollections of the
sweet fresh odors and bright colors of by-
gone summer days, whether it be to cheer
the sick and afflicted. or to brighten the
surroundings of the festive scenes of
Christmas merriment.

Amongst florists® flowers there are none
more popular, especially at this season of
the year than the queenly rose, the de-
liciously perfumed carnation, and the
sweeted-scented violet. The two last men-

tioned kinds have of recent years become
very popular, more particularly the
violet ; many florists making its cul-
ture almost entirely a specialty, and
seldom is there a surplus of this modest
little flower, that a fow Years ago was only
deemed fit for an odd corner in the too
often neglected hardy perennial border;
whilst now vast stretches of glass, wholly
devoted to their culture, will not supply
the demand, more especially at Christmas
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time. Those of us who have inhaled the
delicious <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>