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LINES FOR THE NEW YEAR

THROUGH PEACE TO L1GHT.

I po not ask, O Lorp, that life may be
A pleasant road ;
T do not ask that Thou wouldst take from
me
Aught of its load ;
I do not ask that flowers should always
spring
Beneath my feet ;
I know too well the poison and the sting
Of things too sweet.
For one thing only, Lorn, dear Lorn, I
plead :
Lead me aright,
Though strength should falter, and though
heart should bleed,
Through Peace to Light.
t

I do not ask, O Lorp, that Thou shouldst
shed

Full radiance here ;

Give but a ray of peace, that I may tread
Without a fear.

1 do not ask my cross tv understand,
My way to see ;

Better in darkness just to feel Thy Hand,

. Axnd follow Thee.

Joy is like restless day, but Peace divine

Like quiet night.

Lead me, O LORD, till perfect Day shall
shine,
Through Peace to Light.
—A. 4. Proctor.

—————————

THE NEW YEAR.

As the old year closes there
must be in every thinking mind
and feeling heart a solemn and
regretful feeling of duties imper-
fectly, or mot at all, fulfilled; of
wasted opportunities for good ; of
thoughtlessness and thanklessness
towards Him in whom we live and
move and have our being. The
very best of us must look bick
upon the closing year with this
sense of loss to ourselves, and we
must cry, “Father, we have abused
Thy _good gifts and Thy long-
suffering mercy ; we are all un-
worthy that Thou shouldest pro-
long the life which has been spent
eo little to Thy glory I’ But the
New YEiar is here. It opens be-
fore us with the hope, the promise
of better things! In proportion to
our sense of our past short comings
is the earnestness of the desire, in
some measure, to atome for the
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wasted past by a® better future.
We turn a fresh page in the story
of our lives--a page as yet all
blank, which may be filled with a
record of fuithful, humble striving
after good, of self conquest, of
enlarged love to Gov and man;
rf time so spent that, when the
whole sum of our hrief life ix made
up, it may call forth from the King
those blessed words—“Well done,
good and faithful servant, cnter
thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

There is something comforting,
cheering in the scund, Nrw YEag.
Ab, it shall be indeed a MVeze Year
to us; old things are passed away,
and though humbled indeed at
their remembrance, we will not
eufter ourselves by past failure to
be deterred from fresh and deter-
mined efforts to live a higher, a
nobler life, to live worthy of the
vecation to which we are called.
Our Gop is the Gov of Hope.
Glorious name which bids us take
courage and look forward and up-
ward, leaving the things which are
behind and pressing forward to-
wards the mark of our high calling.
Every hour of our life is filled
with opportunities of showing our
love to Him who first loved us,
whose we are and whom, by His
graee and mercy, we will serve
henceforward.

G ———e—ne.

THE EPIPHANY.

In ancient times the Epiphany
was called “The Day of the Holy
Lights,” or “The Manifestation of
Gop.” The principal design of the
Church in commemorating this
event is to express gratitude to
Gob for manifesting the Gospel to
the Gentile world. This manifes-
tation placed all the nations of the
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carth on an equal footing of priv-
ilege and blessing with the Jews,
who had been for so long a period
Ilis peculiar and chosen people.
There is special significance, there-
fore, in the observance of this sea-
son. It proclaims from age to age
the great fact that the Lord Jesus
Christ came into this world to re-
deem and save the whole human
race; and when he commanded His
disciples to go into all the world
and preach the Gospel to every
creature, He would have it under-
stood that His Kingdom was to ex-
tend to all lJands and embrace all
peoples.  How completely this
idea silences once and forever all
objections which are so freely and
thoughtlessly made against the
cause of missions. If there be hu-
man beings anywhere on the face
of the earth to whom the Gospel
is unknown, then is it the duty of
the Church of Christ to carry ths
glad tidings of salvation to them
without delay.

¢¢ Shall we whase souls are fighted
‘With wisdom from on lngh,
Shall we to men benighted
The lamp of life deny ”»o
—Parish Visitor.
—_—-a>———————

“HAVE YOU BEEN SAVED?®

THERE is a flippant way among
certain so-called revivalists of ap-
proaching people with such a ques-
tion as the above. 'Wae believe it
is a favorite mode of expression
addressed to Church people by
Plymouth Brethren. Now, while
the doctrine of “assurance” may
well be more generally brought to
the notice of our people than it has
been, and every effort made to
bring the Christian to accept the
free and full salvation through the
precious atonsment of the Lord
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Jesus Churist, and to feel that “the
Blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth
from all sin,” yet if it is meant to
convey the notion that we are safe,
do what we may, that it is impossi-
ble to be cast out after once having
sought and found pardon, wo may
well object to it as a dangerous
and false doctrine. Better, far bet-
ter, to adopt the Church’s teaching
upon this subject, which gives con-
fidence and yet produces humility
and watchfulness.

Baptism brings us into a state of
salvation—makes us “members of
Christ, children of Govo, and in-
heritors of the kingdom of Heaven”
—places us in a state wherein we
may be, and most assuredly will
be, saved if ‘we hold fast to Gop
and continue to have faith in
Christ. The Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper is the spiritual food
which Christ gives to strengthen
and refresh our souls, and to keep
us strong to serve Gop acceptably.
If we then come to Him day by
day and use the means of grace, no
power in earth or hell can pluck
us oub of His Father’s hands; and
we may well hope on to the end.
But let us not neglect our duties
and arrogantly pride ourselves on
being among the elect. “Let us be
not high-minded, but fear.” “Let
him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall.”

— T

STONES FOR THE TEMPLE.

‘When the temple at Jerusalem
was being built, no sound of work-
man’s tool was heard mnear. FEach
stone was shaped elsewhere, and
only needed to be put into the
place which was ready for it. So
the great building rose up in its
O'h)nous beauty, All the parts
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were porfectod, and as they were
brought to join those built in be-
fore them, they helped to fulfil the
great plan of the Divine Architect.

In the Jerusalem above there
shall be a temple finished one day
which shall stand forever. It shall
be a spiritual temple,built of living
stones,  Im it Gon shall dwell and
be adored. Ilow great the glory
of those chosen and wude worthy
tohave a place mit ! Weall hope
for the rest and delight of which
Gop speaks to ux in this tigure, as
in so many others. We all shrink
from the thought of our being cast
away with what is untit to he worked
into Gov’s design.  Let us learn a
Jesson. from the w ay in which the
temple made with hands was built.

Heaven is not the place for shap-
ing, but for putting what isalready
shaped in the proper placec awaiting
it. Here is Gob’s workshop ; now
is our time to be prepared for
heaven. This life, with all its
cares and joys and temptations and
means of grace is intended to form
us after Gopn’s will. In the Church
on earth we take our charactzr; in
the Church above it shall be shown.
Gop gives us each a place in the
Church now ; to fill that well is the
preparation for a place in the
Church hereafter.

How many are there who never
think of this! They hope to be
given a place of rest and glory in
heaven they are little ¢ Aeful or
ot careful at all, to be hvmo'
stones, doing Gop's will and show~
ing forth His glory on earth. They
rest on 1o firm foundation. They
take no pains to be sure that they
are not parted from Christ, the one
Corner S.one of the spiritual
building. Nothing rests on them,

or is upheld or strengthened by
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C———————

them. No firm bond of Christian
love unites them to others. Nay,
more ; some even.iope for a safe
and honorable place among angels
and holy ones, where Gop is, in
heaven, while they are content not
to fill a decent place cven among
trath-telling and fair-dealing men
on earth.

He who is not fit company for
Lonest pure-thinking men of the
world has no real place in the
Church on carth, however loud his
professions  He who has no living
active part in the Church on earth
is not growing fit for heaven. No
place in the Church triumphant is
being prepared for him.—Selected.

——

THE HOLY CATHOLIC

CHURCH.

Tue following is a short synopsis
of alecture on the Article of the
Creed. “The Holy Catholic Church,
the Communnion of Saints,” by Rev.
Canon Ashwell, England.

Twice a day, in the services of
the Church, we declare our fa;th in
“ The Holy Catholic Church ;” and
it is worth asking, in what formul-
ary, and by what authority, do we
so speak ? The Creed, or formulary
which contains this Article, is as
old as the Church itself, and older
than the New Testament Scriptures.
It is the Creed which existed before
the New Testament, to which St.
Paul refers in such words as these:
— “ Sound  words,” ““deposit,”
“keep the deposit,” hold fast the
form of sound words” In so
ancient a formulary we daily declare
before God and man, “I believe in
the Holy Catholic Church.” But
the position which this particular
Axticle holds in the Creed is very
striking and suggestive.
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'fo begin with, the Creed is ar-
ranged in three main divisions :

1. In the fixst we profess our
faith in  Gob the Iather, the
Creator, Maker of Heaven and
carth,

2. In the second, we recite our
faith in Gop the Son, Redeemer,
Incarnate, and what e did and
suffered for us on earth, His Resur-
rection, Ascension, Future Judg-
mentf, etec.

3. In the third, we say, “I be-
lieve in Gopo the Holy Ghost.”
Under these three great divisions
are arranged the fundamental arti-
cles of Christian belief.

Thus far cvery article has to do
with Gop, and Him alone; not a
word yet aboub ourselves, what we
hope for or expect. But let us look
at the end of the Creed. Its three
concluding Axticles are:

1. The Forgiveness of sins.

2. The Resurrection of the body.

3. The Life Tverlasting, after
the body has risen.

So, then, at the end of the Creed
we profess our faith in the three
great blessings of the Gospel, and
of the Christian faith.—Fhese stand
in marked contrast with the open-
ing Articles of the Creed. These
are three things which concern #s.

Observe next that these last cor-
respond each to each with -three
great divisions of our faith in
Gop :

1. The Forgiveness of sins:
this is from Gopn the Father.

2. The Resurrection of the dead :
because Christ is risen, we also shall
rise in Him.

3. Eternal life: the peculiar
gift of Gop the Holy Ghost, Gop
the Life-giver, who quickeneth all
in earth and heaven. )

So the three blessings of the
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Gospel, Forgiveress®of Sins, Resur-
rection from the dead, and Life
Everlasting, answer to the three
great objects of our Faith, (Gop the
Father, Gon the Son, and Gov the
Holy Ghost.

But what has this to do with the
Article, “I believe in the Holy
Catholic Church?” '

The answer is:—This Article, by
the guidance of the Iloly Spirit,
has been placed Detween those
Anrticles of the Creed which con-
cern us, and those in which we pro-
fess our faith in Gon. “We do
not go from faith in Gob the Father,
Son and Ioly Ghost, to Forgiveness
of sins, and Life Everlasting, until
we have professed our faith in
something which conneets the two,
and that which leads from one to
the other,—that Article iz “The
Holy Catholic Church.”

“ But may I not go from one to
the other without passing through
the Church? No; barren faith
saveth no man. The devils believe :
the devils in the Gospel knew who
Christ was, and recognized Him for
Gop when even the Apostles of our
Lord had not yet received the full
perception of Who and What I{e
was Whom they served and fol-
lowed.”

The first part of the Creed tells
us about the past, what has been
done for us; the last part tells us
about the future, what we should
look forward to; but what Las the
Creel to tell us about the present,
which is the important time for us?
The answer is: “Between the past
and the future you Christians now
stand, looking back on the facts of
Redemption, and looking forward
to the-hopes of Glory.  And in the
meantime your Gop and your
Saviour have provided you a Home
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aud a Guide. (lod plants you in
the Church, the Church which
trains youup in all Christian liv-
ing, so as torealize at last the hopes
on which you huild. In cther
words, belief in Gop and Christ
leads youto he members of Christ’s
Church.  As members of Christ’s
Chureh, your eye is pointed forward
to the hope of immortality.”

This is but a third of the gronnd
covered by tho lecture. I urther
teaching will he drawn from it at
another time. In this part isx shown
the necessity of the Church from
the position of this .\rticle in the
Creed.

— <DL

“C'OME”

Axp the Spirit and the bride
say, Come. And It him  that
heareth say, Come. And let him
that Is athirst, C'ome. .And whoso-
ever will, let him take the water of
life freely.”

“The bread which I will give is
My Flesh, which T will give for the
life of the world.”

Do you bhelieve that help and
comfort is to be found 1n the Holy
Communion?! If you o helieve,
why do you not communicate?

It a Christian who lived in the
days of St. .John or St. Paul conld
come to life again and visit one of
our churches, do you know what
he would think of the people who
20 out when the sermon is ended ?
He would ask with astonishment,
and in plain words, how there
came to he so many infidels, blas-
phemers, adulterers, drunkards,
malicious, evil-livers, in a word,
excommunicate persons in a decent
congregation?  And if he were
assured that they were not such
people as he supposed, he would



166 CHURCH

WORK.

directly pity them for being still
unbaptized, which would be the
only other cause for their conduct
which would enter his mind. One
thing we should never be able to
persuade him that they were—he
would never helieve that they were
Churistians.

But you will =ay, “This is very
hard : that you think a man may
live an excellent life, die a holy
death, be a good Christian enough,
and go to Heaven at last, and yet
not be a communicant.” Then I
say lo you-—Vo—that life is nof
excellent which is not obedient;
that death is 2of holy which is not
blessed by Christ; that man is nof
a good Christian, bul a heathen,
without the excuse and privilege of
heathenism, who turns his back
upon hix Saviour, and yet calls
himsell by Ilis Name ; and for the
going to Heavenat Jast—hear what
that Saviour 1limself said :(—¢“Iix-
cept ye cat the Flesh of the Son of
Man, and drink 1is DBlood, Ye
hawve no life in you.”

e

THE CHURCH AND CHRIST.

Derixire Churchh  teaching is
often opposed by some who say,
“You preach up the Church in-
stcad of preaching Christ. It is
not the Church that will save you
but Christ.”  “Delicve on the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved.”  Dut there can be no op-
position between Christ and the
Cliurch; no lessening and depre-
ciating one at the expense of the
other. The Church is Christ—=She
is His Body, and to think of the
Church or to speak of the Church,
without thinking and speaking of
Christ, is impossible. 1f only this
is understood—if only the teaching

and instruction of the Catechism
are understood, there can be no
controversy upon this subject. We
aro only made members of Christ
in our Daptism by being made
members of His Church; and we
can only receive spiritual bles-
sings in Baptism by being made
thereby members of Christ. It
is a spirit of unbelief which
ignores the connection hetween
Christ and His Church, and it
robs Christianity of much of its
reality when we think of one apart
from the other. 'What can repre-
sent a move intimate and complete
connection than the language of
Gop’s Word applied to this rela-
tionship. St. Paul says, “For no
man cver yet hated his own flesh :
but nourisheth and cherisheth it,
even as the Lord the Church”
(Ephesians v. 29). “IFor we are
members of His DBody, of His
¥lesh, and of IHis Dones.” “He
(Christ) is the Head of the Body
the Church” (Collosians i. 18.)
And again, “And gave Him
(Christ) to be the Head over all
things to the Church which is His
Body” Eplesians i. 22, 23.)

Let us then ever think of the
Church as the Body of Christ and
cach baptized member of the
Church as a member in particular
of Christ’s Body.
-

ORIGIN OF CHURCH PEWS’

Searts in churches were unknown
in England up to the time of the
Norman Conqguest, except that in
some Saxon churcnes there was a
ledge or stone bench around the
wall that offered sitting for some.
The next advance was low throe-
legged stools, standing promiscu-
ously. Seats came in fashion after



the coming of the Normans; but as
late as 1387 there was a decree that
no one should call any seat his own.

It was the Puritans who invented
pews, baized and cushioned; and
no one will deny that they needed
them to si# out their long sermons.
It is said that they were purposely
made bhigh, so that the beadle could
not see and report thise who did
not bow at the mame of Jesus, in
the creed.

—_————————
SELF-SACRIFICE.

SELF-8ACRIFICE is ab the root of
all the blossoms of goodness that
have survived the wreck of para-
dise. There never was a heart but
had gleams of it. Shining at times
in some royal mnatuves dilfusive as
the light of day without clouds,
there is yet mno life so dark and
clouded but it sends a golden shaft
through some opening rift. To be
great-hearted, for the love we bear
to our Master, and in imitation of
Him, is the ideal of Christianity,
for it is the religion of Him whose
life and death were self-sacrifice.
If we are to follow we must, like
Him, bear a cross.

It has been so from the begin-
ning. Call the dead roll of the
world’s worthies — its prophets,
apostles, martyrs and s»ints, the
great teachers of mankind, the
architects of our liberties, the
heroes of civilization, the minister-
ing angels who have blessed the
poor, the sick, the dying, the help-
less. Has not the measure of their
goodness been that of self-denial ?
They have suffered that others
might suffer less; they have died
for the truth that others might live;
they have defended human rights
by enduring unspeakable wrongs—

CHURCH WORK.
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the tears and blood. Love, like
the fabled bird, pierces His own
bosom to feed Ilis loved ones. Is
not heaven itself to bhe reached
through death?  The Blessed One
entered not into Ilis glory until
1Le had been crucified.

The leaders of mankind have

had to tread a blackened and
scorched path of suffering.  White

robes of carthly saintship, like those
of heaven, are only gained through

much tribulation. Iverything
good  costs  self-denial.—/.  D.
Geilie.

DISTINCTION OF FAITH AND
RITUAL.

Tuerr is but one ioly faith,
which is necessary to be held by
all ; “the faith onee delivered to
the saints.””  Let us never bate a
singlo fota or tittle of this faith, as
revealed in holy seripture, and set
forth in the c¢reeds of the Catholic
Church of Christ. Dut Christ
never inteuded-—the aneient church’
never dreami —that in matters 7zt~
wal andd ceremonial (I not speak-
ing of the holy sacraments, in-
stitutedd by Christ for the attain-
ment of ends necessary for all men)
one rigid rule should be enforced
everywhere and at all times, and
that the Church of (on should be
deprived of the benefit of that ripe
experience, which time, by Gop’s
goodness, brings with it, and be
bawred from the exercise of that
discretion which'is His gift. Such
a supposition as that would be to
confound faith with forms, and
doctrines with ceremonies. On the
contrary, it was well said of old,
that it is desirabdle that eeremonies
should #o? be /e same everywhere
and always, but should zaery in
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different  places and  seasons, in
order that men may not thiuk that
religion is tied to ceremonies, and
in order that varioty of ritual my
bring out in a clearer light the
unity of faith.

The answer of St. Ambrose,
Bishop of Milan, to Monica, the
mother of St. Augustine, is well
known., When she asked him
whether she ought not to fast on
Saturdays at Milan, inasmuch as it
was the custom at Rome to fast on
that day, the Bishop answered, “I
will answer you hy telling you
what 1 myself do; when I am in
Rome I fast on Saturday, and when
[am not at Rome, but at Milan, I
do not fast on Satwrday. I do at
Alilan, what they do at Milan : and
I do at Rome, what they do at
Rome.”  And St. Augustine adds,
in the letter where he relates this
anecdote, “Let there be one fuith in
the inner life of the whole church
in every place, albeit the unity of
the faith is blended with varicties
of ritual.  Yor ‘the king’s daughter
is all glorious within ; her clothing
is of wrought gold.’” The church
ig beautiful in the unity of her
inner life of faith, and this inner
beauty is not h'emished, but rather
adorned, by the embroidered nce-
dlework of ritual variety.”— Recent
address by the Bishop of Lincoln.

-

EPIPHANY; OR, MANIFES-

TATION OF CHRIST TO
THE GENTILES.

So long, and a little while
longer, was our Blessed Saviour
upon the earth, living and walking
among men ; and they knew Him
not. All of our life, whether
longer or shorter, He has surely
been very near to us; and do we
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know Him with such a close and
precious intimacy as we earnestly
desire ¢

I have heen thinking of our great
privilege of the “Christian Y ecar,”
which, if we duly study and faith-
fully ohserve it, will give us a het-
ter knowledge of the life of Christ
than any other course can do. It
is a joy to dwell upon the helps
given us by our Mother the
Church in our endeavor to follow
the footsteps of our immaculate
Savionr. Her children ought to
attain to the highest degree of holy
living, so far above all others have
they the means to that sublime end.

For myself and for the young
readers of these columns I want to
begin with Epiphany, the “Gentile
Christmas,” and {rom week to weck
make some reflections upon the
sacred Seasons, continuing, should
Gop permit, uuntil we shall also
take in the Advent month, which,
for the sake of coincidence, I am
obliged to defer.

It does not matter that so many
wise and good Churchmen have
already been over this rich ground
and found for us pearl after pearl
of pure thought.

There are still gems innumer-
able, scattered all along the way,
and while holding closely those
that we have we shall gather more
and more every time that we tread
ancw the hallowed path.

Was it & miraculous star that led
the wise men to Jesus? Who of
us can look up into the heavens on
any night and not be led to fall
down and worship Him by whom
the worlds were framed? Such
glory is constantly before us. I
am afraid we grow thoughtless of
its divine source,and need awaken-
ing by some extraordinary appear-



ance fo a proper recognition and
acknowledgment ?

And when we have been made
to see and know our gracious
Saviour what have we to offer Him?
Gold, frankincense and my:th
would be acceptable only as the
outward cxpression of our heart’s
deep love and adoration. TLet us
remember* that we oug/t to hiring
rich offerings of our worldly sub-
stance if GGop has blessed us with
wealth ; but above all gifts let us
bring to our Lord Jesus a conse-
crated life.

There can be no sweeter service
than days constantly devoted to
Him and Iis sublime commands ;
and for our reward we shall surely
have such manifestations of His
favor and love as will make our
sojomrn here but the foretaste of
the brightness and joy above.—
Selected.

—o il o
WORDS
SUNDAY.

“T'ne spirit of the Fourth Com-
mandment, and of Christianity
itself, requires us to do our very
utmost to allow every one connected
with us the full enjoyment of the
day of rest. Before a master
detains a servant from Church ; he-
fore one hires a cabman on Sun-
day ; before one asks the servants
of a cemetery to work for a funeral
on that day, let the question be
asked of conscience—Is this really
necessary?  Am I justified in
breaking in on the Sabbath of
these people? Am I doing to
others what I would have them do
to me?! We never yet met with
the man who did not count it a
hardsbip and an evil to be required
to work on the Lord's day, except

GOOD ADOUT
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in the case of necessity eclear and
strong.  Ask the sailors who never
get a Sunday on shore—ask rail-
way servants—ask grave-diggers, or
c¢ib-men, or brewers, or bakers, or
any class of men who are required
to work on Sunday; with one
voice they will say, It isa hardship
a.d an evil. It is a golden rule,
‘Do unto others as you would they
should do unto yon.” .\sk no man
to give up his Sunday, or part of
his Sunday, to you, unless you
would be ready to give up the
same to him.  The first command-
ment of the law is, ‘Thou shalt love
the Lord thy Gop with all thy
heart,) and the second is like unto
it, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself  No man loves his
neighbour as hiwmself, who need:
lessly deprives him of his Sunday,
but refuses to surrender his own.”
From “Better Days for Working
DPeople)” by  William  Garden
Dlackie, D. D.
——e <D e

Were the Church as alive in its
membership as it is in ifs living
Head—were it a body of thorough-
ly aroused, intensely earnest, for-
ward-pressing men and women—
men and women on whom the sig-
net of their conseerated calling
were visibly stamped—men and
women having their conversation
in a true serse in heaven, and all
the more serviceable in this world
because always acting as having a
comission and an errand for the
other, never counting themselves
to have apprehended, but always
reaching on—then who could cal-
culate the energy of its movement ?
Would it not irresistibly sweep
into its majestic tides multitudes
now unconcerned ¢ This engaging
and inspiring influence onbelievers,
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of a spiritual life ever culnun.lm'e
and ever advancing, might well be
presented oftener “than it is as o
practical argument for greater
Christian activity, and as a motive
for missionary zeal.  For indifier-
ence bhegets indiftference, yielding
after its kind.—Nort/h-East.

> <
THE CHURCEH vs.
PERANCE

INTIM-

IT is plain to all thinking men
that drunkenness one of the
growing evils of the times, the
very hot bed of all other crimes,
and yet the great budy of {emper-
ance reformers, abandoning moral
suasion and doubting the influence
of the Church as a -restraining
power, appeal to the State for aidl.
It is a serious mistake ; it is a fatal
confession of woevkness.  The
Church, by perswision, by exam-
ple, by expounding the Word of
Gop, by discipiine, it neeessary.
might do much where as yet it has
dome little our nothing to decresse
the evil of intemperance. We
gpeak not by way of accusation, but
of warning. The benefits conterred !
by Chrlatmmt) on sociely are ines-
timable, but the work of Christi-
anity is not yet done. If the senti-
ments of the Chistinn Churches
are unmistakable on the subjrct of
temperance, intemperance would in
a day lose half its power to harm
society. Christian men and women
have no right to appeal fo the State
to prohibif the use of intoxicating
liquors until the Chureh itself has
prehibited the use and manufacture
of them as far as its powerextends.
It will be time to appeal to the
State when the devil of intemper-
ance has been chained by the
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(,hurc]), and then it may bc alto-
gether unnecessary.
—————

CLIRIST THE FOUNTAIN.

“If any man thirst, let him come
to me aud drink "’ This was an
astonishing  announcement.  If
Plato bad uitered it from his
Acaudemy, it would have savored of
boastful presumption. Yet a Gali-
lean peasant, whose whole “school”
ol followers scarcely went beyond
a dozen fishermen and publicans,
makes this proclamation to all
human kind : 1f any one is thirsty
for pure happiness, I will satisfy
Lim ; if any one is suffering from
a sense of guilt, I will relieve him ;
if any one Is heart-broken, I will
comfort him.  There isno allerna-
tive,  Either this carpenter’s son
from Galilee 1s an insane impostor
or else he is a being clothed with
divine power. No madman ever
taiked for three years without utter-
ing one foolish syllable; no im-
pustoz ever pushed himself before
the public eve forthree years with-
vut doing one selfish act.  Jesus of
Nazareih, then, was what he claimed
to be—the Son of God.

These words are written for those
who are thirsty. Ye who have
a real aspiration for a mnobler and
purer life, ye who have never yet
been deliveved from the plague and
power of sin, listen to that celestial
voice: “If any man thirst, let
him come to me and drink !
There is a flock at the fountain now.
Go and join them. Draw for
yourself.  Drink for yourself.
Drink, that your joy may be full.
In heaven there is a perpetual
Thanksgiving day ; for the Lamb
Who is in the midst of the Throne
is their Shepherd, and He leadeth



them to ever new fountains of wa-
ters of life.—ZVcodore L. Cuyler,

D.D.
-~
THE INVITATIONS OF
BIBLE.

T have long thought that the real
beauty and sweetness of the Bible
lies in its invitations. FEvery page
is loaded with them in some form
or other. There is annvitation for
every class and condition of hu-
manity, and for every scene and
circumstance in life, and to every
Invitation 1is appended a pre-
cious promise. The whole Dible
may be summed up in one wo