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JAI\I 24 fQZ‘i

L BRITISH AND AMERICAN JOINT- COMMISSION ON
“THE HUDSON’S BAY AND PUGET SOUN) AGRI—,’,
C‘ULTURAL COMRANIES’ OLAIMS Do

FIRI

IT b} AGREE‘D in behalf of saxd Compames and of the Umted
: _States of Amenca, that all: eVIdence to. be -taken- relatmg to the_
v'clalms of -the. Hudson’s Bay Gompany in: the Clty of VIctoma., o “
Vancouvers Island, shall be taken before Allen Francis, Esq., -

-United States Consul for Vancouver s Island and its dependencles ;o g
and it .is  agreed and stlpulated that he.is duly authorxzed to
admmlster "aths, and take  such deposxtlons accordmg to the regu-_, R

;latlons of uch ebmnnsswn

- ',’EDWARD LANDER

"i--_*W © JOHNSON,
- Of C'ounsel for U S
Dated at VICTORIA, V. I ) '
Aug11865 Sl

Of Counsel Jor Company, S

£







EVIDENOE

| ON.THE PART ox= THR o

HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY

O’LAIMANTS S -

. '.v

anosmows of Wltnesses sworn and exammed in the clty of,"f

Victoria and - colony of Vancouver Island, before - ‘me; Mr, - or

: Allen Franozs, Umted States Consul for Vancouver Island'.: '
L ,a.nd the dependencms thereof, by sgrtue of an, agreeraent made E
and’ entered into. between: E’dward L?mder ‘s Counsel for the

e 'Hudsons Bay Company, ‘and’ W» O’ Tokison as Counse] for’ : N
Con o _the Umted States of* Amenca, in'the. matter of ‘the ‘claim of»‘ - :
e the H“ds‘)nﬂ Bay COmpany agamst the Umted States. of ‘

Amenca,

leomas Lowe, of the clty of Vlctorla, and colony of Va,nccmver 3 _
 Island, ‘merchant; a witness. produced. on the part and behalf of -

B the’ Hudson’s Bay Gompany, bemg duly sworn, deposeth and salth-'

: ‘ag follows EAE

. Interrogatory 1. —-—State it at any tlme you were in the employ._ s
. of the Hudson’s Bay Company 3 and 1f so, at” what tlme, and for-?‘;[ I

) . how long ?

ol Ea
- Answer—I was engaged 234 clerk in the servme of the Hud- -~
* ‘son’s Bay Company in 1841, and continued with the Oompany m“v_'» "

- that. capacity until the month of Apnl 1850, during most part of
. which time I was statxoned at or- near-Fort ‘Vancouver, T wag.:

also employed .a good deal in: travelhng and - vmxtmg the vanous' o
~}statlons of the Company e

 Int. 2.—-—What tlme dld you ﬁrst come to Fort Vancouver [



| cription of them. -

fhavirig’_béén.-previo'usﬂx stationed on the North-West coast. -~ -
" Int. 3.—State if you were  well acquainted with ‘the post of .
“Vancouver, its farms ;_,and"_improv;;_mehts;: if s0; please give a-des- - 3

s ’An_s§+1 arﬁveii}\a{t" Fortv_‘énco.uvef in the month of June;-1843,

. Ans.—T was, having beén';fox"."éeve’ralvyea‘r’s employed as account.
- ant, in which position it was my duty once a year,and sometimes”
oftener, to_take a list of stock, and"a full inventory of all improve-

ments and-additions made during the previous year.

- Tt 4—Tiook at this list. low shewn to. you marked A (vuyﬁd'er-."-'

the head of Vancouver and. ity neighbourhood,). and: staté what- ©

" you know about it, and under what circ_umstandesvit'_.w"‘z__ts.f.ma_dé,’ o

- -and as to.its correctness. . :

.. (W €. Joknson, Counsel 'of the United States, objects to ‘the -
- introduction-of document A, as it purports to be an inventory of * -
. the property of the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1846, and not:at ©
 the time it was converted. to the use of the United States.y == -
+ -~ Ans.~T believe that" it contains acorrect  account of all the. =
- buildings-at Fort Vancouver in 1846, and I recognise it as ‘having .
~ for the most part béen made" out under my own supervision while -
-acting in the capacity of accountant at Fort Vancouver during that
. year; only the improved:land that, was actually under fence at that -

- Hime appears to be included’in this list. There was

much more land

.+ under cultivation, unfenced at the time. r".'_Thé:dbj%ct'-a;ppea,rsf to

" have'been to liave measured the exact number of yards of fencing

- then standing, .. . SRR RN
-+ Int. 5.—~What doyou ‘say as to the list for Sauvies Island? . - -
o Ans—I recognise -that also as being correct. = . AT
S I 6.%State;'ﬁhat'you know, if anything, of the extent of land - - -
- used-anid occupied by the Hudson’s Bay Company for farming and -
- pasturage at and around Fort Vancouver in 18467 - R
* - (Objection same as before’by U. S. Counsel.) ...

- dns.—The Company made usq of land for farmiing and pastur-~
age extending along the Columbia River from.a pointabout, one or .

two miles ‘above’the saw-mill to a ’smalI stream: falling intothe -

. Columbia opposite-the town now knoiwn as St. Helens;in the State -
. of Otegon, a frontage of about 81 miles, and extending. back from -
the river-in some ‘places for a distarice of 8 or 4 miles, anidin




others as much s 12 ¢ or- 15 mlles T-h‘ey'had'_alsol dairiestana S

o.farms on Sauvies Island

- Int. 7. —Btate, if you can, the numbers and names of the dlﬁ'er- j: L

o

ent plains on this land, and their situation ? o
:Ans.—Lying back of the fort there were several plams separated

. from each other by belts of timber—those known as the first; seeond

* ‘and third plains had each been farmed; the fourth and camass -

- plains were used for pasturage “There was a large extent of open -

" “ground back of the- saw-mill, kriown as the. mill plain, all of which -

~.was under: cultivation. Ad301nmg ‘the fort..was ‘the Fort plain; " o

e while. some distance lower -down the- river were sxtnated ‘the lower
- plalns, where & good deal of Jand had been under cultivation.

Int.. 8, —-—Sta.te what you know, if anything, as to the nature and >

- extent of farmmg operations, and the stock kept by the Company‘?

Apis.—At this distance of time I could- not speak. deﬁmtely as to . -

these matters, but T know that farmmg opemtlons were carried on
~very extensively, upwards of 100, laborers: having. been generally *.

- employed. ' The number of cattle, horses, sheep and hogs was also PR

: great and much land was requn'ed as-a range. :
. idnt. 9.—Besides” ‘the grist mill and - saw. mill and agrncultural

'operatlons, “what other branch of. busmess was. carrled on at. Fort

[,_Va,ncouver, or near there ?
- Ans.—There were exténsive salmon ﬁsherres Opposme the
‘mouth of the lelamette, and’ from the Cascades to. the mouth of
the Clolumbia; the one-‘nearest: Vancouver ‘being on. what/we o
considered as the H udson’s: Bay Company 8 la,nd Wlthln sixmiles of .
the fort, and - nearly opposite the upper mouth of the Wlllamette
The yield of fish varied during the different: s¢asons, but‘on an
. average I think the Company must have- cured about 2000 barrels
~a year for the use of their employés and for exportation. - - ’
- Int: 10.~State; Mr: Lowe, after you left the Company’s. employ
b 1850, what business: you entered into and where you resided ¥
- Ans.~1 first went to Oregon. City, and commenced business asa -
'eommlssron merchant and remained ‘in business. in’ ‘Oregon wuntil.
: 1860 after which I came to chtorla, and entered mto busmess as
a merchant S

Int. 11, —-—Are you acquamted with the va.lue of lands, mrll 51tes, '7"

ﬂ_and other property in Oregon, and that sectlon of countrv"’




10»_’,'_' |

- »promment localities in Oregon.

- Int. 19.—State, if you can, what. was. the value of the Hudson CI
. ‘Bay Comp&ny g property at and around Vangouver - at the time of :

- 'the Treaty, and at various tlmes up to the present o S

" Ans.—In 1846 there wete so few settlers in the nelghbourhood o
that the Hudson’s Bay Company appeared to have the use of all -,

- the land they wanted, and I never- knew what extent of land they .

claimed.  If, however, it compnses or did comprise the boundarles

B ¢ have glven in answer to a previous” question, it would amount to' - -
* about two hundred and: fifty square miles, or one hundred-and sixty
: thousand acres. which ought to- average at least- ‘two dollars'and a

. half an: acre, taking the wild and improved lands together. Smce‘_ o
1846 the site of the Company’s old - establishment at Vancouver :
. and theriver landing hag hecome valuable, from the fact of a town
Ll '3ha.v1ng been built there, and the Iand divided: up a,nd sold agtown . .-
o ilots. The’ farming land in the nelghbourhood has risen. in valug
" from this cause, and from the town havmrr been made the county_'.:f'_»_,»; :

. “geat of Clarke cour/l'g-l

© " Int.-13.—~What was the mam trade camed on at the Hudson s_'?_‘ 5
__—"Bay-Company’s posts, and what relatlon d1d the post of Vancou-f_‘ o

" yer bearto the others9

R Ans ~—There have been 80. many ﬂuctuatlons in the values of
farming lands and mill property during the ‘years that I resided in
~ Oregon, that it is almost 1mp0ss1ble to state deﬁmtely what ‘at any = -

... time maybe then' value, somuch depending upon: the circumstances " -
~-of the owners. I can however state, that I have genera,lly “kept
B myself informed . ag’ to- the prices of real estate in all the more -

" Ans. --The main trade’ carmed on at the dlﬁ'erent posts, to Whlch ot

- T suppose. you a]lude, was tradmg furs. . Vaneouver was the entre-
o pbt for the supply of the different posts owned by the Hudson’s -
. Bay Compa.ny on the West side of the Rocky' Mountains. It was.

- from Vancouver that these posts were furnished with- tradmg goods agmes
»and provisions, and.to which- they brought the furs traded in the -
.- interior. The relation that the post of Vancolver bore to the -

" others iwas that it was the focus of thewhole trade’ and the head-
. quarters.of the District. . Every-post West of the’ Rocky Mouti- -
. tains-was supphed from Vancouver, both m the mterlor, and on' the, .

i sea. coast




Int 14. ——Sta.te, 1f you know, Whether this fur tra,de for a serres < =

. of years, was, or was riot, profitable ?

" Ans.—As aceountant at Va,ncouver, FI had to\make up the:_' i -
y books for several years, say from 1844 to 1849 and>during - these S _
o years the balance sheet showed large proﬁts, as much sometlmes as» R

' 'thrrty-ﬁve thousand pounds per annur, - o
. Int. 15.—State, if you can, Mr. Lowe what forelgn trade was

carmed on from Va.neouver, and w1th what ‘countries, and in What"" LT

- grticles? i
“Ans.—At the trme of the Treaty in 1846 the forelgn trade was

. conﬁned ‘to the’ Sandwich Tslands-and the Russian posséessions on

the North-West. coast. The exports to these places consisted of . - .
. lumber, pickled salmon, flour, and. dairy produce “In 1848,500n -

'"v - after the dxscovery of gold mines. in California, : an extensrve trade ER L
- in these articles was opened with San Francisco. - I SR
~Int. 16; —Were Jou’ at Vancouver after 1850 after you left the S

-A Compa,ny s employ in'1850%
- Ans.—Yes, ¥ was there repeatedlyi S

- Int. 17, —-State, if you can, the condition in, Whlch yOu foun d the ;.- T

.' lands of the. Company with referenee to settlers ?

Ans.—T found a grea.t many settlers elalmmg a,nd occupymg

; "'-"_these lands, and carrying on farmmg opérations.

- Int. 18, —To what extent did it interfore with the. 'agneultural_‘ f

-’ v'-voperatlons of the Company, and the pasturage of their cattle? .

| Ans—TIt appeared to' me” that ‘they had ceased to carry on. - T
:;'fa,rmlng operatlons, as most of the land they ha,d claimed had been Ce

squa.tted on, and the'same had’ ta.ken place with-the ‘Stock Range. -

~Int: 19 ——Are you acquamted w1th “the post at Champoeg, and S

U how long? ;
- Ans, -—Intlmately, from 1845 to 1860

It 20. —Look at this - list of bmldlngs and property at Cham- L

‘poeg on document marked A, and see if it is correct 2
" Ans. ~The dwelhng house, granary, .and outbmldmgs I knew', ‘i

- were. there, and the Company also owned ‘some . land a.nd town
“lots. ‘

A;l‘:f»burldmgs, while in possessmn of the Compan , L
:,‘Ans ~The gl‘a,nary, slfould thmk wag Worth ﬁve thousand |

Int. 21 -—State 1f you can, the cost and value of each of those o




~brigades. . /-

* dollars ; _th'é .d‘welh"nj

*_ Ans.—Had the Company wished to. sell, they might-casily have
obtained ten thousand dollars for the land they owred there, ag it

was a good river landing, and more valuable on that account than

g house worth three thousand. dollars; and the"
.~ outbuildings probably worth one thousand dollars. ST L
o Int. 22.—State, if you can, the value of those lots belonging to -

- the Company:at Champoeg, and where Champoeg is situated. -~ -

R

~ adjoining lands, which were apt to be submerged ‘at high water. _

- Champoeg is situated on the i'ight “bank of .the Willamette. River,

*about 20 -miles above- Oregon City and is principally used as a

- &

trading place by the farmers on thie French Prairie; and itis to

i Champoeg that they bring their wheat, &c., for shipment. .

e

. Walla-Walla, and if you do, where is.it situated ? - .

o Int. 23.—State if you did know the ‘Fort - called Nez}éP;e’i'gés or g

" Ans.—I' did know the fort belonging to Vthé,',Hu\ds;o‘Ii;é Bay e

 Company: which they called Fort Nez-Percés ; it-was situated on'the

&

- southern bank of the Golumbia River at the mouth of the'j“_Walla-’ R

Walla;” the place is now called ¢ Wallula.” %

~ . Int. 24.—Took at the fist of 'buildiAn_gsr.an‘d,i_iﬂprofement!s,« uﬁ&ei:
cument 'markgd A, and state -

: ‘the head of Fort Nez-Percés on. do

~ what you know about them? - - -

-7 Ansi~—T know that’ this' list is coﬁééf,l as‘I _niyéelf' took thvé_»-': .
measurements of the different buildings therein ‘described in April, . -

1847, having been instructed to do so § the 30 acres of cultivated

g . that time; and.formed but a small portion of the farm: -

land mentioned in this list was merely what was' under fence at -

Tt 25.~What was the cost and. value of those buildings at the -~ -

post, as set out on the ligt? ..

. . Ans—Fort NezPercés was situated amongst_ tribes of very .

. . dangerous Indians, and many men were required for defence while:. .

the fort was being built; it is. only therefore with this fact in con- -
- sideration. that I could base any estimate of the cost. . Ishould

think that the buildings, walls, and bastions might ‘have cost fifty - -

" . thousand dollars, and the value of the ‘fort was in “its being a8 -

- defence against. hostile Indians, and a safe place of -deposit ‘for

B - goods ; 'it .was a depot for the supply of the Snake Country and -

Colvile, ‘and the place where horses were ‘tq@ded."qujthe interior -




eft: durmg ‘the. summer months, ‘when the brigades : from the - . -
. -interior. took Water communication on. thelr way down ‘the’ Columbia. A
. to Fort Vancouver it was celebrated in my time' for raising the. .-

finest potatoes. in the. country, owing no doubt to the adaptability -

~ of the’ soil. The. brlgades I have alluded to brought the fars

- <from the interior posts of & dlstrlo% called “ New Caledonia,” now -
~ - in British Oolumbla, also from Thompsons Rwer and the posts
' ‘included in thege Districts.

Int. 26. —Do you know what numbers of horses were kept there ?

" Ans.—Tt was a place for tra.dmg horsés ; sometimes there would e

" belarge bands collected, until an opportumty occurred to send them
o to the places for which- they were intended. Thus\ a-large- range o
Was required for pasturage. - - S : -

" Int. 27.—What other trade was ca.rned on. bemdes the purchase '
of horses at this fort ? : i
- Ans. —Tradmg furs, and domg a httle farmmg

. Int. 28. —Can you state the appearance of the country around S
'Fort N ez—Percés, and whether it was wooded ? - AT S
. Ans.—There is no wood in that section of country, and the R
_ _peOple of the post had to depend ertirely for firewood on the drlft"
Jogs ca.ught when ﬂoatmg past in the Columbia Rlver Sl
Tt 29. —State if you are acquainted with’ Fort Okanagan, a,nd‘ e
' ’where it is situated, and what .you know about it. : :

Ans ——Yes havmg been there several tlmes H 1t i s1tuated on’

 the northern: bank of the- Columbm, about half way between Walla- -
. Walla ‘and’ Colvile ; it was a” fur ‘trading ‘posty but prmclpa]ly' n

va.lua,ble as-a place where the horses from the interior posts were.

Int. 80. ——-Look on the llst in: document marked A under the

: whead of- Okanagan, and state what- you know about it e

S Ans. —This list- was ta,ken under’ my: dlrectlon in the sprmg of = - .
1847, and in the autumn’ of that year I verified it by actual-_ -

' measurement, therefore I can vouch for its correctness at that time."

- The same remark with regard to the land under cultivation applies. -

“in thlS case as at ‘Vancouver and at N ez—Percés H the intention

havmg been partly to asceértain the number of fence rails ‘and - the

four acres of land mentloned n the hst by no means embraced aIl S
‘ -that was under cultwatlon R :

S B



RER

: . 14 RN
- Int. 31 —State, if you can, the kind" “of bulldlngs at Okanagan, e

what they were built of, and. their cost and va,lue
- Ans.—The buildingg within the enclosure were built of a.dobe, '

. but the stockades were of wood. Taking the same basis of value - :

as at Fort N ez«Percés, I should estimate the buildings, stockades, o
and outbuildings at Okanagan at, twenty-ﬁve thousand dollars. -

Int. 82. —Are. you acquainted with the post at Colvile? If -
- 80, please state how lonO' you have known 1t and what you know v
. about it. '
. Ans. —Yes, T am acquamted w1th it. The ﬁrst time T vxslted P
Colv1le was in the ‘month of April, 1847 ‘and I have been there . «.

_repeatedly ‘since. - It is situated on the” southern bank- of the. .

" . Columbia River, a few miles south of the 49th parallel of latitude.

. At this post the Hudson’s Bay' Company carried on extensive ‘
" farming operations, and had a grist mill for the manufacture ‘of flour, -

" with which article they supplied the interior posts. in the Districts’
~of New Caledonia and Thompson’s Rlver, as-also Fort Nez-Percés -

and stations in the Snake country. It was the centre likewise of

" large fur trade including the Flathéad country, Kootanais, and

Columbla, La.kes Large numbers of horses and cattle were raised

here ‘It was also at this place that all the boats required for the * .,_7
na,ucra,tron of the. Columbia, River-were buile, It - was conSIdered,.':; 5

the place next in importance to Fort Vancouver.- X
Int. 38. —-Look at the Jist in. the document marked A under

. the head of Colv1le 5 say what you know about 1t as to its correct-'

ness S

- Auns. ——I can answer for the correctness of this’ hst as far as the S

number of burldlncrs and their measurements are concerned, having -

myself made it out in thé spring of 1847. As regards the =

farm at ‘the -« Whlte Mud,” the- post at ¢ Kootanzus,”_ and -

“ Flatheads,” Iam not suﬁ'icrently acquainted with them to give any - .

d.eﬁmte information.  I- observe that the quantlty of cultivated

la.nd is set down in this list ‘at 340 acres, but that I-know is only .
~-what was under. fence at the time, the hay and - pasture land: not S
bemo' included. . The flour mill was'a strong, substantial structure, - B

“and:the water power of great valus. I stopped several times at .
“the’, ¢ Whlte Mud’” farm, and I am: a,stomshed to find ‘that .
accordmg to this list there are’ only thlrty acres of cultwated landv




' sgi:here I never rema,med long enough to make partlcula,r enqmry, o
.. but' from appearances ‘should have Judged that there was a much: S
B greater_extent under cultlvatlon, although probably not’ nnder- S

fence.

Ly all the buildings belongmrr to ‘the establishment as- it. stood in‘the .

g

spring of 1847 at not less than one hundred thousand dollars. Tn -

. 1849, several important addltlons ‘had been' made, especxally by the . .

" erection’ of stockades as ‘a fnrther protectlon against the native

7 good feed for qtock a,lthouorh it hias not all been ‘broken up by the. -
* ‘plough, T Would term it cultlvatedﬁ sucl:r@la,nd at these places 1s -
- seldom ‘enclosed. :

- Int. 86.-How much of that sort of laﬁd Was there at Colvﬂe,

 fericed and unfenced ? _
Ans.—About five miles alonn' the rwer, and rangmg from one_ o

10 two miles back ‘the- formatlon of the farmmg land at Colvile - _
'formmcr ‘a sort of semicircle: with hills at the back and’ sxdes and o

. tiver i front, - The 340 agres fenced was on this tract.

~*_tribes who had recently been at" war with the Amencan Govern-
e ‘ment “In- 1848 I found Messrs Walker and. Eels, with. their .. .-
" families, - had been obliged to abandon - their Mission Station at -

s Tchxmakaln,” and . put themselves under the - protectlon ‘of the"
o fort “where _they. remgmed a long. tnne g : R
| Int..85.—What. do- You mean’ in spea,kmg of cultwated lands R
'at this post of Colvile, and other posts, niot urider fence ? - S

Ans ~—In & thickly. wooded country,’ T consider. that- Where the -
land has’ been cleared -of tlmber, and grass seed. -sown; aﬁ'ordmg

Int. 37.—Can you put any Value on the farmmg lan(l in th1s g -

© . .semicircle ?

Ans.—From 1ts excellent locatxon on the rlver, and the scarmty |

= of good: land in that’ part of the country, . T consider it Wery. . ow
- valuable.. - The land . -adjoining the fort I should estnnate Worth'___ e
- twenty thousand dollars: - , i
Int 38 —State,lf you, oan, the manner in which the- Company ) '
goods and supplies were, taken. up the river;. and ‘how brought

back; the difficulties to be' surmounted i in porta.ges and fa.lls, posts.
of d15tr1but10n, collectlo,n and supply " : :

o Im. 84 ;If you know, state the va,lue of the bmldlngs a.t.-".- SRt
: Colvﬂe accordmg to the list.” . - C
Ans.~—Including the ﬁour mill, T should a,ppralse the value of '



Ans —The interior posts were supphed with gooda from Fort _
Va.ncouver, which was the main depot ; these goods were taken up .
~ the Columbia River in boats of a pecuhar eonstruetlon, adapted for
~ the navigation of dangerous water, each boat. carrymg from two to-
three tons ; they were built of very light material, so as to be

- easily transported across the different portages on the route. When- r

_-ever an insurmountable obstacle in the: navigation was encountered,
“-such 4s falls or dan«rerous whirlpools, the boats had to.be unloaded,

0 and the goods ea,rmed to where. they could again be embarked with

~ safety.. In+some places both the goods and boats had to be thus

: 'transported in other places. only the. goods.. Without these neces-.

- 'sary. places ‘of portage, it would have been 1mposs1ble to have sent »
goods to-the interior by the line of the Tiver, or to. have brought -
~ back- the returns in furs or other products of the country by that -

‘route In a,scendmg the Columbla from Fort. Vancouver, the first
serious break in/ the navigation ‘was at .the Cascades, ‘where a -
portage had to/be made at-all stages of the. water ; at.the Dalles =
" only when' ‘the water was high; &t the Des Chutes, in low water,
owing to a/considerable fall at that place, extending entn'ely"

o across thg river ;" at the Grand Raplds, below Walla-Wal]a, ‘when j
-~ the wafr was very: “low; next ‘at. the. Priest’s Raplds, then at -
-« Tsleg des Pxerres,” then at Okanagan Dalles, and at Kettle .

" Fal)d]

B ~oply one: portage had to be made’ at a- place called ‘the * Litfle

/' there are one or two other danrrerous places, especla,lly the -
- ¢ Dalles des Morts.” .. The. ndvigation of the. river ceases ab
the Boat Encampment When, should - the - object be “to cross

e the Rocky “Mountains, it is necessary to. leave the: r1v4ﬁ-, and .
' travel by land. . Before steamboats were. placed on the Columbw,,

- upon the busmess of the Company e

“all these portages: had to. be made, and even now,- the most

, near-Colvile. “Above Colvile, to the. 49th' degree of latitude, ©

alles ” Between the Jatter place and the ‘Boat Encampment -

' 1mpmtant ‘of them' cannot- be overcome, Along the’ Ime of ‘the . -
** " river we'left ‘at the dlﬁ‘erent posts the supplies necessary for their -
“trade, and: forthat of the posts to which they served as depots; -
-, on coming down the: river, we took from these pla.ces the retums o
E 4of the season, and dehvered the same at Fort Vaiicouver. o

Int. 39.—What effect would the loss of one of these posts have

P
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Ans —As each post on the Tiné.of commumcatlon was necessary

.t carry ‘on the business. eﬂic1ent1y, the Ioss of any one of them ‘ o »
. Would cripple the trade. C
“Int. 40.—Besides . this. takmg up goods, and brmtnng down'g s

* furs, what other commumcatlons were kept up- along the lme of the -
river? - - : : Ce
Ans. -—None, except messenaers bemo' occasmna]ly sent between :

v:"_‘-the “different posts.  From Wallar-Walla the horses ‘traded there. e
" were sent to Okanagan and Colvile, and sometimes to Va.ncouver .
Small partles of men. occasmnally passed by land from Walh—Walla‘ o

“to: Colvde SN

“Int. 41, ——The list of - bmldmvs ‘and 1mprovements at Fort L

Vancouver and.in'the newhbourhood his been referred to. by you- -

in your testimony. - What can you say as to their valuein 18462
- Ans,. —In: answer to this questlon, I should wish: to_state. that o

" at that time there were no partles in the country who would have

 “been likely to have purchased such an extensive estabhshment and .

4§ there were no similar places in the nexghbourhood it Would be

. - very dlﬂicult to-darrive -at'a conclusxon with - reg‘trd to valie. by ..

’ - comparison. I therefore base my éstimate of the amount T consader -
- to have been: the- value ‘of these premises to the Hudson’s* ‘Bay . -

- Company in connection with thelr trade, and what price might have - i

- been asked of and. .given by a Company enda,ged in a similar busi- |

ness, upon an, equally extensive scale. - -Taking  this view, I would, =

" estimate the value of the- buildings ‘at the fort ‘the barns, dames,

‘saw’ mill and. flour mill, in fact the whole. improvements as detailed . - |

. in the list marked A (exceptmg the land) at the round ‘sum of half L

‘-f “a million dollars. .

I'nt 42.—~You . have spoken of squatters on these lands an’ a,' v

e previous part.of your testlmony ; state if you know what was done - -

by yourself and others: employed by the Company to prevent Jump- S
fmg, and at whattime it was.done. :

" Ans.—Under laws. passed by the Provmonal Government of - '
V"Oregon, and. previous: to sanction of the Amemcan (Jrovernment S
having béen obtained, a,uthorlty was given to certain’ people topre- ..

- ‘empt and ownland under the conditions of occupancy and improve-
* ment., -As there ‘were 1o pex'manent residents on much of the land o
claxmed and used by the Hudson 8 Bay Company, several cxtxzens o
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- of the United States thought they were justified in taking possession -

.~ of certain portions of these lands.. To prevent unnecessary complica-
tion and disagrecable law suits, the managers of the Hudson’s Bay

~Company at Fort Vancouver- requested several of their ‘employés

- to conform with the laws of ‘the Provisional Government so far ag -

. to" have the most important points recorded in their individual -
names, and to hold the places 86 taken according to thelaw. This

. “law ‘of ‘the Provisional Government did not require ‘the claimant "

. or occupant t0 become an American citizen. Tt was understood -
- ab-the time that these -lands ‘belonged "to ‘the Hudson’s- Bay

o Company, -and that their employés only ‘held them for the Com-
~ pany’s use-and benefit. I wagsone of ‘those who ‘thus’ recorded a
claim, but very Soon afterwards deeded it back to-the Company - -

according to agreement, as I wished to take -one. that ‘would be
. ““bona ﬁ_de"—’_’ my own property. Most of the others did the same, -
S Int. 43.:~Were you acquainted with John ‘McLoughlin, Pefer . -
.- 8. .Ogden; J ames" Birnie,.. Adolphus Lee Lewis, Charles ‘E, -
';Stuaft,Paul ‘Fraser, Henry N. Peers,and James A. Scarborough? .
- If"s0, state what véonnection'-‘tﬁey:héd_'With the: Company, -and
 whether they are now alive. ~ . . ..t

. Ans.—I was well acquainted with ther “ally: t}iejl?_‘a;re. .libv'v"'aﬁllt "
- dead, but during their lifetimes. they held prominént. positions in ©

the . Hudson’s Bay ,Cmﬁp@ny’s service, and were well acquainted
- +with the‘business on the west side of the Rocky Mountains. . -

> .

' OroséﬁE@an?ina;ion of M. Iéwé"ib‘q w. C.-Joknson, Counsel for .
e JERTIE United States. ol
+ - Ini. 1.—State your age, and where you were born, and of what -
 Government you are asubject.. .. .0 ot
KRR Ans.—T am forty years old; 4 native of ‘Scotland, and ‘s citizen . .
of the United States, .- D U SR
o Int, 'QL—H_OW ‘many " years were' you in’ the. j«('alnvplby'-qf the . ..
. Hu’dsbn’s Bay Company ‘_? .' .- L S o R
i .@Ang.f—Nea,rlyvhiné_v years, - - CeenT T
7+ dnt. 3—Ts document ‘A, referred to in' your direct testimoriy,
. apaper made by. yourself in 1846, or what you S‘uppoSe‘,‘to be a
. copy of the list. made by ‘you at that time? ~ . T
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Ans —I have every reason- to beheve 1t to be a correct copy, as

| recognise the description. and ‘remembér the  buildings at the

(hﬁ'erent posts, with regard to which T have been exammed

- Int. 4.—What did you do'with the original ?
- " Ans.—T took the. original to the Governor ‘and Councﬂ of the
‘-'“'Hudson 8 Bay Company at Norway House on Lake. Wmmpeg, \
. the spring -of 1847, and sent a’ duphcate of the same’ from Fort
: Colwle to the gentlema.n in charge at Fort Vancouver

- Int. 5. ~—Haye you seen either of those papers smce that tlme" o

: If sq;; where, and when was the last time 7.

, Ans .~—I think T have.seen the duphcate in the oﬂice at Van- g
~ couver several tlmes from 1847 to 1850, as it- was-in my charge - - -
. _.-'up to that time, ~ I have not seen 1t since 1850

It 6. —By whose direction was ' document; A or hst of: Whlch
itisa copy, made, and what reason was gwen at: the tlme for 80
: "domg‘? o

. Ans, ——When the oﬂicers in charge of Fort Vancouver heard
of the Oregon Tleaty, and .observed the- articles reterrmg to their -
. “ownrights.and business; they sent instructions to those in command
-~ of the different posts south of the 49th” parallel of- latxtude to make
~ outa correct list of ‘the bulldmgs &o at their Several posts; and -
- send the same to Vancouver without dela,y From the several lists.
_ thus sent'T complled the one to which reference is now- nmade;

' ‘exceptmrr as regards Fort Vancouver, Nez-Percés, Okana,ﬁa,n, and v

Colvile, . which were prmcxpally made out under my own 'supervi..
- sion. As accountant for the- Columibia Department T was 1nstructed
Cto have this list made out, but cannot state what feasons ‘my supe-
- rior otﬁcers had for gwmg the order. - ~As far as T can recollect, the

- reason. assigned was, that the Umted States Govexnment Was to LT

. buy the: Company out: . A

R 17 ~Look carefully at document A and say Whether in’ all

g "‘partlculars itisa copy of the list made by you as'you have stated, -
‘and state whether'i in’ addition to ‘what now appears there was not ati

g estlmate of the value of edch partxcular piece of property ?

" Ans.—This I believe to- be a correct copy of the lists- sent to R

B Vancouver from the. different. interior . posts;-and I am under the
1mpressxon that there was also a list made out with. prices attached
Int 8 ——-Wa,s there in the hst or duphca,te fyled in the oﬂice at



I jproperty belongmg to the Company P

._ 2‘0';'

o {Vancouver an estlma.te of the value ot the several pleces of -

obable that ‘the pa.rtners mU.T |
p such a list in their own pos-
_;mspectlon of the clerks in the o

o Ans. —1I think not, ‘it is more.
: .eharoe at Fort Vancouver would
. session, and not leave it open to th
office. : ’
o It 9. —Was there a hst of pmces a,nnexed to the paper you
"took to Norway House on Lake Winnipeg?

Ans.—I cannot say, but should there have been such a pnee'-

'hst I should no- doibt Tecognise it as T do document A, from™
ity havmg been shewn to me, and the clrcumstances in thls wa.y A
re—called t0-my memory- : e
_Int. 10.—Suppose a list precxsely the same as the one before you, -
s except that it had values of property annexed, were shown to you,

. could you then swear whlch was the true copy of the hst gent to
: Norway House ?- L
o Ang—T think T mentloned before that there mlght have been" "

' 'jtwo lists, one pmced and the other unpric ed, and I think it very

k v'._ﬂ-probable that such mwht have been the- éase; 5 if such a list were -
. shown to me, I might be able to swear. to the best of my know-'

o ledge and behef as I do with regard to the unprlccd hst now before
: me, whether I conmdered it a-true copy ormot. « B
Int. 11.—Did you carry two lists with you, to Norway House 2

- Ans.—T think it likely, but I cannot remember. I have stated- i

aiready that I- thought it very probable that. there might havebeen '
two lists ;- if so, I must have taken them to Norway House.

- Int. 12.—Was there a general understandlng among the oﬂloers
3 and aerents “of .the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1847 as to. what they~
- were: w1111ng to take for their property which- they supposed would’,. '

Bk

- be purchased by the Unlted States ? - Ifwo, state what it was.

. Ans.—This ‘was a matter with which I had nothmg to do, and if -
'there was any. understandmg it must: have been amongst the part-’
“ners themselves at Vancouver, subject to the approyal of the Governor. . -
~-and- Council at. No orway House; and of -the Governor and Dxrectors-: -

 of the Company i ‘England. I knew of no such understanding.

“Int. 13.—Who was principal ‘Managing Agent of the Company ] ;:v:

aﬂ'mrs west. of the Rocky Motuntains from 1844 to 1850 2. i
Ans ——In 1844 the Whole charge of the busmess west of the »



) {Roeky Mountalns “was vested in'the late Dr. MeLourrhlm, it was
“afterwards placed in the hands of three partners, who were consti-
tuted a Board .of Manavement I think this change ocetrred in -
1845, and existed at least up to- 1850, and I believe still exists. The

‘ ﬁrst Board of Management was composed of Dr.-McLoughlin, Mr.

PoS. Ogden, and the present Sir James Douglas.  On the retire--

ment of Dr. McLouo'hhn from the | servree, the late Chief F: actor R

Work was made a ‘membeér of the Board. Sever'tl changes have ‘

taken place since, but I have not been in-a position to know defi-

“nitely what thiey were. - When I left in 1850 ‘the three gentlemen ‘

alluded to, T believe, constituted the Board. ;
 Int. 14—Tn all your statements’ with reference to the property L
~ of the Company, as- shown in'the Tist marked A, is not your. recol- .

- lection ‘more “from your. dctual knowledge of the property, than -
- “from your conviction that’ document A isa copy of the paper taken
o by you to Norway . House ?
" “Ans.—From my mtlma.te Imowledrre of the bulldmgs that ox- -

- vlsted at the posts about whlch I have been exammed I recoomze"”?

" the descrlptlon as-correct ; “and it is qulte poss1ble that as the list

© seems- coriect as regards them, I" may have' been - induced to.-.ﬂ

. ‘,‘cons1der it a true copy, but the way in whrch the llst 1tself is drawn
up, also leads me to consider it such, '

.. Int, 15.~1In all your estimates of ‘the value of - the property of s
' gthe Company, state whether ‘you h'we been guided by your judg- S
- - ment-of .what it was worth to- the busmess of the. Company in‘the

_state of the- country as it was arranged ‘at’ and ‘before 1846, or .
your knowledge. of ‘its. value in ‘the market at dates subsequent to -

- that time, taking inte con81dera,t10n change in populatlon, busmess,"’ oy

“-and the supposed Jumsdletlon of the country . g
i - Ans.—TIn my ‘answer to, Interrogatory 41, T have. st’lted fully B
, '-upon what I have based these: estimates with. reference to the state
~ of affairs existing in the ‘spring of 1847, and in’ connectlon with
' -‘the business of the Hudson’s Bay, Compa,ny ab that. time.- -'

- Int. 16.—How many white inhabitants were there in Oregon in s

- “1847 ; state to the best of your judgment and- knowledge ? -

L Ans, ~I thmk there mxght have- been about fifteen thousand S

: _:.bimost of whom ‘were settled in the e Wlllamette” Valley and ¢ Tua,- o
- latin” Plams o SRR T ‘
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- Int. 17 —Up to what date aid the Hudsons Bay Company
remain in possession of the various posts situated south of the 49th -

k parallel of ‘North’ latltude ? - State what you know on that subJect i

: Wlth reference to any:or, all'of them. -

L Ans, —Up to the tlme at which T Teft the. service in 1800 the . :
- Compfmy were in- possession; as far as I.can remember, of all.the . .

posts referred to, although much of the land they ‘claimed -was
‘oecupied by others. ~Thave been at Vancouy. or ‘since 1850, but at

- .none of the other posts 1 know that some of .the Hudson 8 Bayf-"i :

o people lived w1t111n the esta,bhshment at’ Vancouver for’ sevel a] yeals i
“afterwards. - '

- Int. 18.~Do’ you not know that the property of' the Company at
Vancouver, at Champoeg, at; Gowelitz, at. Walla—WallaJ, and other

“ places, was. suﬁ'ered to go to. decay after 1847, and that it rap1d1y Ce

dep1eclated in value? State all you know-about it. ..
. Ans.—I belive thatateach of the places mentloned Wlth the"
" exceptioi of. Walla—Wa]la, of which I-know nothing, the bulldlnvs

e ‘were not kept in the same order as when their trade was fu]]y de-:, o

. veloped and the most of the: busmess of the country in: their own
~hands—all the goods 1equ1red for their trade were imported from .. -
‘ England, and had’ previously been 1mported free .of ‘duty. © When .
e “duties had to be paid: to the Ameucan Government on these- goods,. o
.. thewhole state of affairs was altered; and when the farming land-
and. pasturage had been seized upon by others, the business could s

" no longer be carried on with the same vigor.. ‘There appeared to be .- -

" 'no help for this state of. th1no~s, as I'believe the Law Courts of the .

... country declined to interfere in'a any-way, considering it- probably a
,‘.,_»-,_fmatter to be arranged betweeu the Government-of Great Britain -
-~ and that of the United States. - I cannot’ say whether the ploperty_ o

. fge’nemlly has: deprecmted in value or not ;. there is no doubt, how-; T
- ever, that- the buildings have, from the causes I hzwe assigned. -

Int. 19.~=At what sam would you place the valie of the Com- -

. pany & bm}dmvs at Vancouver and. vicinity in 1860, or. the last time - v'_
‘,'you saw- them before, ta,kmo' mto conmderatwn all the ehanges - .

) ,bumness dnd frovernment of the country?

- Ans:—At amere nominal sum, as ‘they Were ﬁtted for no purposes'i C
except for Wh&t they were or1<r1nal]y mtended, and there Was no_ '

s . - - e



lono'er any occaslon n to apprehend danger from Indlans, consequently -
" 'mo occasion for- everythmor being cooned up -within the walls of a fort. :
‘T'saw Vancouver after. it had -been abandoned by the Company’s *

people, a,nd it was almost in rums, cattle Wand(}llnf" throutrh the

vacant. houses, and grass. growing in' the passage ways.

Int. 20.—Do you know of any effort being made by the oﬂicers' :
of‘ the: Hudson’s Bay- Company in the Courts of the country, after
the United States orgamzed the Dérritorial Government to prevent
trespass upon any-lands, except those actually enclosed ? .- ;-

' Ans.—1I do not; but I distinctly 1emember several cases undel '
_-the Provisional Government of Oregon. '_[‘he Te1r1t0r131 Govern—
~ment was not organized until about the tune I left the service.

" dInt. 21, ——Do you know of any-efforts ‘being made by the Com—
pany to secure their lands in the United States Land Oﬂices" “

" Ans.~—No, not’ hawmcr been in a position to- be made acquamted

- with any effort that, mwht have been made. -

Int 22.—~Were the agricultural business and. the dairy busmess"'

i ‘on- Sauvies. Island and other :places. connected with Vancouver, '

- continved i n thelr v1gor after’ 1847 and if se, to what time

- Ans.—Tt is nmy" impression’ that both - gradually fell off as’ the = oLy
“range- for  pasturage decreased; and ‘the limits of the a,grlcultural"_\ 7

land were dlmmlshed by the encroachments to. whlch I have pre—' :

. v1ously referred.”
- Int. 23.—Did they not fall off because of the reductlon of the i

busmess of the Company, the mcreased competxtlon, and the’

decrease in the number of’ the employés to be S\lpphed m Other_} s

departments 7

Ans. 4—'—These causes, except competltlon, no doubt had thexr. :
:v" eﬂ'ects ~As to competition, the Company always had to keep so:

. mariy men 6 be employed in boatm«r ‘when. necessiry, that during -
. the lntervals, when-thése men- were not so employed they were seb |

to labor on the farms bo- keep them from .idleness, and in this: way. - S

crops could be. raised without much expense, and cheaper’ probably '
than by other parties who had-not the same facilities. =~ - '

. Int. 24.—How. Tany cattle were kept at Vancouver, and on that v

ra,nge, while you were there ?.

Ans.—A. great number ; I cannot. say how many H probably onelb' 8
thousa.nd hea.d On reconslderatxon, I thmk there may not have 7

been qmte so many



Int 25 —How many horses W ere usuaﬂy there 7
" Ans.—~When the varlous bends of horses were' dmven mto the

_.fort to be counted and 1nspected there seemed to me to be a great. -
. manyof them. As’ regards the actual numbers of- exther cattle or
" -horses kept: at Vancouver, I am a very poor authonty, as it Was-f :
" “not my department. . =
oo It 26.—Did” riot the numbe1 of both of - these rapldly decreaSc;"__ o
R after 1847, because of the decrease of the Company 8 busmess in. -
. _';»fother departments.? . o o
e Ans.—Such may have been the case, but many were so]d and R
otherwrse disposed  of, as Tfast as the range became diminished.” - -
o Int, 21.—~Do; you not know that most of the buildings, shops and L
~~ mills, in the v1cm1ty of: Vancouver, had been. built many yeaxs'
'prevmus to 1847 ; “and were' they . niot rapidly going . to decay, or: e
o censtantly bemg repan'ed then and afterwards T R s

T exoeptlons, had been bmlt between ‘the years 1839 and 1844 I my-a .
o oselfsaw the prmcxpal storés put up in: 1843 and 1844, T
.+ believe T also saw both the ﬂour mlll and saw mllls erected there_- £ "_'
‘had been old ones formerly. © - . o
E J,Int '28.—Was not the- prmclpal supply of gram used in the L
e mﬂls of the’ Company received - from. the “Willamette. Valley, e
R Cowelitz; and Tuelatm Plams, from those not: m the employ of the
e Company? i EERE
L A ——Decldedly 80, latterly, thet 1s, f'rom the .year 1845 or
~ 1846 onwards, as settlers in‘the Willamette increased in numbers [
. In these years thers were no partles in the country to- purchase i
A their wheat, &c., exceptmg the ‘Hudson’s Bay Company '

It 29 -—-How much land was actually under fence at; any t;me

o ‘m the v1cm1ty of Vancouver? .= - i b
-7t Ang—=1 am not able. to enSWer thls questlon deﬁmtely ; but
“. during the yoars I was at Vancouver, I should _suppose there was.
* a8 much in 1847 as during any other year of my residence there. -~
'.'I observe from 'document. A, that there were 1420 “acres’ thenk
':M.enclosed and I suppcse this must ‘be the correct quantlty, although
-+ T.do not say so from’ my own: knowledge, ag I ha,d nothmg whetever L
i to do with the farm. . :

Int 30 ——State whether‘ the buxldmgs of the Company at the o




Vposts generally were not constructed wrth partlcular reference to L
~ thie business, as conducted before the settlement of the. country, and . i
. 'safety from the Indians ; and whether most all: of them: have not -~ i "1
' been rendered of little value by the settlement of the country by,

- white citizens of the United States. - :
- Anis.—T should say that under the present cxrcumstances of the
A country these buildings were by no teans so well adapted for the

- purposes of general. trade ‘as’ they-are for that carried ‘on by the .. -
~Hudson’s Bay Company ; conscquently they are of much less value -~ -~ .
than when originally built. This remark apphes more: partlcularly‘ ‘

to. Fort Vancouver, exceptmnr perhaps as to’ the mrlls, where the-
" water power, dams, &c., must. always be valuable.: R
- Int. 81, —What do Jou, conS1der that water power and m1llmg -
o pr1v11ege worth? T R R SR
" Ans:i—TI have no means ofJud«rmg il I FEAE
Int, 32.—In ‘what year did the general proﬁts of the Hudson g
: .,Bay Company, 45 shewn by the balance sheet ab Vancouvcr, amount'
- to thirty-five thousand pounds? " - e e
o Ans.—Yn the. year 1847; thls compmsed the proﬁts on. the L
s »whole of the trade on-the west side of the Rocky Mountams, as well' S
~.north of the 49th pa,rallel as gouth of it. . . ‘ e

" -Int. 83. —-—Whrch was most proﬁtable m 1ts returns, the tra;de"»;j: e
]_f:north or south of the line named ?: e S
Ans.—It would be difficult to say ; the severance of one portrcn SRR
from ‘another would for some time paralyze the whole trade, and I St

‘W&S only acquamted w1th the business in its entn'ety i
- Int. 34.—Do you riot know that much:the. greatest value, a8 to»_ ey
'_.‘quahty and quantrty, in the fur trade was reahzed north of the hnej i
Cnamed? o i
. Ans—The furs from the ncrth were undoubtedly of a supcnor &
H quahty to those ‘of the'south; and I believe the larger: proportion-
- Were ‘obtained north of the 49th parallel of latitude than south of it.. .
:Int. 85.—Wag the "balance sheet last ‘made" ‘up- by you lessﬂ in
‘,_,.proﬁts than'that of 1847 ; if o, how much? :
o Ans—My i impression is that it was, cspecmlly as regards the
returns of fars ; but, as gold dust befran to come in about that tune, T
;thc returns for goods sold, I think, Were: greater gt
. Iit. 36.—Before 1846 how. many vessols usually came mto the_;-" i
¥ Columbla from England w:th goods for the Oompany in each year T
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Ans —-I cannot speak from my own knowledge Wlth revard to" "

 this; except for the three pevious years, that is froi the year 1843
“to 1846.. In each of these three years there were one or tyo vessels.
with full cargoes_direct from- England. - These vess@[s eﬁemﬂy
o ca,rmed each about five hundwd tons of goods each.-

- Int. 87.—Did not the Company, after ‘the dxscovery of gold in
Ga}fforma, and‘.eisewhele larvdixmrease its. sh1pments of goods to
the Pacific. coast; auﬂ the consequent proﬁts from that' branch of

,busmess ?-

Ans.—I Beheve they did for severa] years, and /{)ald dutles onﬂ ‘_

. .the same althowrh always under protest. -

Int. 38 —When were you last at Champoeg ?
- Ans.—About two years g0,
" Int. 39.—State what - “was the’ cond1t10n of the Company ] pro»

:-'perty there at that tinie ?

Ais.—The btuldlngs had Been all oarrled ‘away in the great flood -

o of December, 1861, . The lots where the landing is still remain,
 although many. other parts of the town had been washed away. The . .
~landing is still the best on that part of the Willamette River for the -
shxpment of grain and other. produce The granary was moved a - .-

- shor distance, buti is still'on the Company 8 property.

Tint. 40.—What:is the glanary worth as it now stands ?.-

L Ans: ~—When I was last at Champoe the people in the nelgh- -
wbourhood havm;:, s lost their all, when the town was swept away, had

- .- not- money enough amon<rst them fo purchase the granary, even.. ..
. in'its present state, and it was too- solidly built to" pay for being

e 'moved As it now stands, it is of ‘very little value indeéd,’ ‘being -

ina place not adapted for the purpose for which it was built.

It 41 —Has the vﬂlafre of Oha,mpoecr been at all rebm]t smce R 0.
18617 RO :
Ans —The former v111ave was mtuated on a ﬂat bordermrr the '

 river,and those of the mhabltants Who remamed ha.ve bullt on the T

" “bank behind. "

. Int. 42, -—Do you not know that the prmcxpal shxppmg pomt mf o
tha,t v1cm1ty ig ¢ Buttevﬂle,” three miles below. Champoeg, ‘which -

- is. on higher’ ground and ‘was not wa,shed awa,y by the ﬁood of
18617 - x 2
o Ans —As far as- I am aware, no change has taken place in the .
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shipments from Champoeg; and T beliove as much ﬂour and g gram
- is shipped from that point as former]y , _
Int. 48.—WHhat is the present value of thie town lots and othex -
- land claimed by the: Hudson’s Bay Company at Champ()en' ? .
- Ans. ~1T cannot say, as. the_whole place w1ll have to be rebullt
~before these lots become of much value. - e

- Int. 44.—When" was it. the Compzmy could hzwe obtamed ten__’_:'.. -

thousand dollars for the naked land at Champoeg, and who oﬂ'eled :
' them the same? §o
-~ dns. ~As spon’ as money came into the country fl rOm the Cahfor— -

M_ima mines, until the year 1856, when times begin to- get hard, they . |

~could ‘have obtained tl(at price for. the' lots and landing, had they
~atany time been w1]lmo‘ to dlSpose of their property. I know of . -

-no offer havingbeen m‘\de as it was well known they would not sell’; .. "
- assigning as a reason that the whole of  their ‘stations-in OIOU'OI], e
: ’mcludmﬂr Clnmpoe were under oﬂ'er to the Amerlcan Govem-‘

ment

_ the years. from: 1846 to- 1861 ; 1f 80, what, and for Wh‘tt time ?

Int. 45 ———Dld the Companymake any use of t]us ploperty durmfr R :

{ Ans. ——l‘hcy had: & st01e there, at which thcy sold- hrge quan-' R

tltlcs of goods, as late, T helieve, as the- year 1851; taking wheat
. and other farm produce in pmyment ‘which” they stored in. the. gra-
~ nary; and shlpped as occasion offered. Smce theri it has only been -
broaght to their meriory when the tax collecwl came ‘round.- From

1801 to 1861 they ha“d people staymrr in the dwellmn house merely % o

to retain _posséssion. - '
- Int.46.—How many years is lt smce there was danﬂrer fx om- the ~
Indmns at Walla-Walla 2 . © - B
“Ang:~Not, I suppose smce 1856 at the termmahon of the :
“ Yikima” war. : T v
© Int 47 l’akmo‘ into eonslderatlon the state of the countx Yy and -
~your kno“ledwe of the: towns and landlnws on the Colunibia River,. -
_what would the bmldmws and property of the Hudson’s Ba.y Com-

. pany at “Walla-Walla, be worth for any use that could be made of

- them since 1861'? -

- Ans.~T am quite unable to say, not h‘avmg boen in that part of : B

the country- since 1849.° .
- Int. 48.—~What. kind' of laud surrounds the pnst of Walla—Walla
takmrr a cncle of 15 nnles P ,



Ans --F01 the Inost part it is not ada,pted for cultlvatlon, but-:
" there is some good land bordermrr the « Walla-Walla > river. o
- Int. 49. —0f what Were the bulldlnvs at “ Walla Walla ” ‘con-
. structed 2 > . g
Ans.—Of adobe, that 1s, sun—dued‘bncks
. Int. 50.—Did not property in land of all krnds inthe Wlllamette

valley,and on the lower Columbla, deprecrate in value from o ( half .

 to nine-tenths, betwéen the years 1853 and 1860 px,c&_ptmtr in.the "
city, of Portland and v1cm1ty - '
- Ans. —Thele have been great ﬂuctuatlons in. the vglue of }anded
property in Orecron, as generally happens in ‘all ney countmes, but
T should not estimate the deprecxatlon, 1.f there, as been any, at- -
_niearly so high a rate. g S
¢ Int. 51 —What has bee‘h the depreclatwr/m fown” propexty in

-,‘Champoeg; S

‘. Ans.—Since the ﬂood of 1861, peopl have been aﬁald to build -
"-__on the same place, and the town site T ‘believe, is iow cultivated -
" as a farm, except at. the landmg the river bank, where new - o

Astore-houses have been erected for the réceiving’ smd shipping of "
. gra,m &e. - Lots have been sold in-the’ town of Champoeg, when
o -it was prosperous, as hlfrh I believe,.as five- hundred ‘dollars each, -

 bu since ‘the tow was 'washed away, these lots ‘are probably not

worth ‘moré than fifty dollars an- acre. The lots I refer to were.

_ not more than one-fourth of an acke in snze “As 1T have said before,
2 town is oW - bemv bullt on the hwh la,nd 1mmedlately behmd« A
" the:old site. and there, of course, the’ land is a good deal ‘more

' valua,ble - When I was at’ Champoeg, about two years ago, lots in

‘the new town were selling at from $50 to $100 each. -
- Int. 52 —What was the populatlon of Champoeg in the mostv :

prosperous times 7 L

- Ang:—T should sa.y about two hundred : :

- Int. 53.—State your personal knowIedve of- the- depreclatxon of .

* properts

1853 and 1860.7 :
" Ans:—There has been no great deprecmtlon that Iam aware of

'm'AOreo'onv Clty, at the falls of the Wlllamette, between_‘ =

: ',-."': in reahf!/ Very lngh’ Prlces were asked for eligible- ]o’cs at ‘the -

~. upper énd- of the town prior to 1803 but i very fow cases paid.
- Taking the town,genera.ﬂlly from one end- to the other, T think that



“between the S’ears mentloned the vaIuc of 10&1 estate 101mmed" B

- about the same. - .- | e
- Int. 54, —What did you p‘Ly or .agree . to pay fox t_wo lots f01 R

-busmess puzposes, ‘sometime in 1850 or thexeabouts ?

Ans.—Many years afterwards, we paid thiee. thousmd dollavs -
_"'as full consideration for these two lots,” although ‘when we first +
S entered into possession, there was some talk of aj ‘much lwrhex price -
" having to be: ‘paid- for them, I think six thousand dollars, had the
town prospexed as was expoegted.. It was too near Pmthnd “how--
©ever, to advance: mp1dly, but I am informed it} has mow- taken a
- fresh start, and that the great. water power at the Willamette Falls SR

has been turned to account at lasé..

-~ Int. 55. —What price did-you obtain for those lots torrether Wllihv'f o
the fine store bu11dm<r erected thereon whcn you ‘sold the same in -

_1807? - : S .yrA»

~ Ans.~<Only two tllousamd dolhra, but: this was -owing. o the‘;- e
S O'round having been washed awyay, e‘(ceptmw the %mall por tion on S
" which the store stood, by the same extrems rise in| the Wlllamette o
which earried off the buildings at Champoeg and other places: Tam -
" ‘told on: good authomty that the property is much more valuable riow.
Int. 58.—Was there more than four acres of lmd in. cultxvatlon i

i at Ukanzwan in 1847 if 80, how much 2

c Ans, ~I have already deﬁned what I mean by cultlvated la,nd in 0
“a néw country T cannot say how much moré thian the four acrés: B

* that weré” under fence there mlo'ht have b°en but I'should think - S
" not a great deal, ag Okanaaan was more of a pla,ce for ‘grazing P

horses and cattle than for. farmmrr

oo Int. 57 “~Taking into accouit the v‘mbhelmo‘ of the Indlans upon_, '

; 1eservatlons, the increased number of whme settlers and miners in-
~the upper country, and the chfm'res m the. naburo of busmess :md B

_ trade, state your judguient of the value of the Comp‘my s propm by - - R

at Okanavan in 18637

. "Ans.—As T have not been there smce 1849 the same Answer as g
T made to' a similar question. with regaid to Walla-Walla -applies toﬂ '

{Okanawa,n -I am not aware what changes ha,ve taken place.

~ Int. 58; -—-Was not the country m the v1cm1ty of Okanao‘an ver y"' e

© lightly tunbered‘? .
Ans.—-PIt 1s an open country »
E D Lo
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[m‘ 59 —fos not the country about Colv11e open, and easﬂy B

. - cleared of timber?

Ars—No,it is a tlmbeled countly ST
~ Int. 60.5-On thﬂ five ‘miles that you have said was cleared alonn'_

" che river near the poab at Colvxle was’ there more : than scattermg ’

. timber? :
_ Ans'——W'hen I saw 11: the post h‘Ld been estabhshed for many
- years and a large tract around the Fort. was «,ntne]y free of timher,

and under fence, and that palt had the appearance of having been -

" originally open land, at least half of the remamder had been t}uckly o

i COVGlCd “1th timber. - Lo
Int. 61. —Were not the openings :md pa,sture hnds about all of :

- the “posts of the Company about which you have- spokcn, except

.~ -that ‘actually under’ fence, accessible .to and used by the stock of

J Indmns, traders, trappers; and settlers in the vidinity, if any ?

-+ Ans.—I understand by traders, men whe traded furs:from the

.

-QIndmns At the tlme to which I: refer, and as late as 11849, and

_‘,at the posts about Wthh I have rrlven evidence, I think there were
" no traders, except the Hudson s Bay Conipany, Indians who came’.”
_ to, these posts for. the ‘purposes of -trade were allowed to pastme :

- . their horses on the Company’s ground while they remained, but -

o 'f.rarely otherwise. -At Fort’ V'mcouver, the only horse Indians welej
" “the % Klickatats,” who.lived by hunting’; they were few in num-

‘ ber The other Indians near’ V'mcouver were what we called ﬁsh»‘ :

or river ‘Indians, and used canoes instead of horses. o
A Int 62.=~Was not-tuch of ‘the land claimed by, the Company.
~mear Vancouver retained and held. by the servants of the Company . -

~ after the arrangement of which you- have spoken under the Provi . .

S sional Government, and were not they the: persons mth whom the o
o COmpany had so much dlﬂiculty :
" Ang.~Up to the time when I'left Vancouver, whlch Was in 1850

T dun [ thmk there was a smwle mstance of this. kmd and there was-

i cerhamly no dlﬂiculty that T° ever heard -of ‘with any of thein up to :

:_ " " that time. T have: leamed since that several ‘men who had at one
. time been in the service have - settled on these lands, ‘but as far as

I know, none- of ‘these were: men - in: whose names the clalms had"
been recorded in 1846. ) T
Int 63 ——Is there not much of: the land you ha.ve descrlbed as :



used by the Company 81 mlles in lenrrth on’ the Co.umbla River .
 still unoccupred althouoh e*(posed to- settlemenb by the United
States ? _»
- Ans.—As far as I know, there are settlers all a,loufr the Co]umbla
RIVGI', from Lewis’ River to -the saw:mill, but I cannot speak -
‘ _posrtn ely with regard to thls as I have not’ been thexe for sovelal
" years, In passing along in-a steamboat the hst time I was at
Vencomror, there - soemed to be hOu:Ca ‘rt shorb mter vals for the -

B whole distance.

. Int. 64+.—You have spoken of the hole of the property of the ‘

| Company south of the 49th . parallel Raving Deen offered to the .
- United Sbatea, state whether at the time thxs statement was' made-

“"'to you, the sum was named which. they weére willing to take for the
B property, or, whethér at any other time you have been inforined by

 'the'agents of the Comoany what value they p]aced upon ploperty G

- if 80, stite what it ‘was. ,
- Ansi—I ‘said " that the reason aqsmned for the property at” '

» Champoeor not bemfr for sale was, that'it: and their other property o

~ Southof 499" was under offer to the Umted States. I did not say

that the statement - was” “made to me, nelther have T ever been4
- ‘informed by the agents of the Company ‘what sum . they were'. . .°

. willing“to- take. I suppose if an offer-had been made, it: was by .

* the Governor and Directors in England, ‘and not- by the agentsin "

. -this countxy I have several tines. seen in the pubhc prmts‘- '
- mentmn ma,de of nerroclatlons with- the Ameuca,n Government mf_
" which various sumg have been named apart from thls, 1 know'
5 not:hmur aboub'it; - : RS _ L
Int 8. —-Ihve _you any mterest In the property or busmess of S
the Hudson s Bay Company [ : .
Ans.—Not the very slightest; in fact, it has often seemed to me'
-that, from my former connection with: the Oompany, they do some-

. times - tr y to drive a harder bargam Wlth me in busmess matters% S

than with entire strangers. -
Int. 66. —-—Up to what date did. the Company contmue to use. the'- :

. Columbla River above Vancouver for-the shipment of goods in such -

. boats as you' have descrnbed or in any boats belonging to. them ?.
, Ans -—-When I went. to. San. Francisco in the spring:of 1852
they were stlll sendmrr goods up the river m thelr own. boats ; how{



0 ,lonw f\fterwm*ds they contmued to do so, I eannot say, not ha,vmn'

- returned from California for several years,

~Int. 67. —What in your ]udwment would it h‘we cost in aetual_
~“money’ to erect such stores, residences, mills, barns, outhouses, and
- buildings of every description. as were on the- property of the.

Compmy at ‘and near Vancouver, including Sauvies Island, at any

time bet\\ cen 1860 and 1863 —such buildings as these were, while.

~in the use of the Company w hen you last:saw them, before they werc oy
abatidoned ? - : ,

. Ans. —-—I last saw these buﬂdmws, to have any dlstmct knowledve

“ of them, in- 1850 ;. they weére then in good condition, but. what it

,i_\wuld have cost to. erect these or smnlar structures ab any time
between the years 1860 and 1863 T cannop. say, as I was not’ then -

in that nemhboulhood I undex‘stand howeve1 that other saw mills: -

had then been built, and that both Tumber and: Tabotr were
V compmatwely cheap "The cost would therefore have been: niuch - -
. less in my opinion thzm at the time to whlch I 1efe1 that is'in 1800 K
- ‘when I last, saw them I ' : P

Dn ect exammatwn 'resmned

Int 1. ——-How mmy lots did’ the Compmly ha,ve in the town of L
Champoerr Desides their own la,nd'? ‘ ‘ o
. Ans.~—The boundaries had several times. been shown to. me by >

. “the origitial ‘owner from whom the Compmy had’ pUIChaSOd them’;
- and I know the mound well, but I cannot.say how many lots there -
. 'might have_been, -as they were ot . divided -off: There were "
*However several blocks' containing pwbably from four ‘to’ eight- lots

':“each The land was situated at the upper’ end of the town, and~'" -

- was ligher than any othe1 in-that phce. L : : :
o Adnt. 2, ——Was or was there not a buxldmﬂ‘ on the lots youi
; pulclnsed in Oregon City? . - - .

- Ans.—There was:one: nrood dwellmo' house, and three or four,g ,

‘other buildings used as workshops an B
" Int. 3—In reply to Interroweutory 19 you ha,ve spoken of thew"
- abandonment of Vancouver by the Company’s people do you know
“whether they left of their own- aecord or. by reason of the o
‘interference of the mllxtary authorities ?' ,

Ans --I dont know ;. there was a Tumour. tha,t they had been ’



33

' o1dered oﬁ' by Genexal quncy, Commander of' thie Amcucan ;
forces at V‘mcouver R . SRR

W Cv 0ss—exammatwn 9esumed

’ Int 1.—Of what: were the buildings at a,nd near Vancouver "
~ generally construgted ? ., .- Lo SURANLRPEN
- Ans. ——Most of them were built of a'med tlmber, about 6 mches, :
thick, let into rrrooved upnfrht posts- forming very solid walls; ne‘uly
_all were \\ea.thﬂl—bom ded on: the. out51dc, and the dwelling houses. -
o and some of the other buildings were besides celled with tonwued
o fmd grooved dreSSed boaxds, shlntvled roofs.

SR S THOMAS LOWE
~ ._Vie;to'ria, V.1, 5_th August, 1865.

.

- DDPOSITION of Ale.z,ande) Caulﬁeld Andﬂr.son Gentleman, r081dent" e

' of Saanich, in, the Colony ‘of Vancouvel Island, Wltnessv e
produced on the’ paxt of the Hudson § Bay Company, bcmcr“ S
du]y swmn, deposeth and s‘uth as follows T

Znt 1. ——’\Ir Ande1son, please St‘lte youl name, ave, reﬁldence,

- and plescnt occupation? . - -

> Ans.—My name A]exandel Caulﬁeld Audelson, my age ﬁfty-‘
one, residerice Saanich, my pr csont occupatlon -gentleman. "= _

Int. 2.—State if you were at any. time connected mth the s
~Hudson’s Bay Compzmy, at what time, and for how ]ong. ‘ Wl
. Ans.—Yes; I joined the Hudson’s Bay C‘omp‘my in-the ye'u--"" SIS

: 1831 and remalned a cletk ‘in their service up till 1846. I then:

N .“Lecewed my .commission as a chief trader, and remained on active .
-~ service till 1854.. Smce then T have not been in the employ of the

' Company, but retain - a - retrospectlve interest ;- by 1etrospectwe'f

" interest, [ mean a retmspectlve pecuniary mterest

o fnt 3. -—I)urmcr that time, how- often were you at. Colvﬂe how.'
’.“lonn‘ did you remde there, and in what- capacxty? s .
. Ans.—1 was there first in 1832, again in 1840, again in 1842 in
- the spring, and in the fall. In 1848 I went in chal ge of Colv1le, o

e and remalned in charae untll the. autumn of 18.”)] ol '




Int 4. ——\Vele the buxldmrrs that you found at Colvxle in 1848‘:

o “about the -same as those that were there n 18-}‘7 ?

~ Ans,—About the sa,me - SR ‘
. Int. 5.—Look on t:h]s list undel the head of Colv11e and &« Whltew
Mud,” and state if it agrees with your recollection of the bmldmrrs _
“and nnpxovements at those places, in document marked A. )
‘(W. C. Johnson, Attorney for the Uhited States; obJects to
"the use of document A, for. the same reasons ‘a8’ appeared in the
‘deposition of Thomas Lowe.) < '

Ans.~—~As near .as my 1ecolleot10n goes, the' hst s perfectly'. .

" correct, though I could not of eourse verlfy from. memory all the‘ v
" different dimensions.” L '

Tnit. 6.—Ploase state if you ¢an, the bounda,ues and extent of L

- land used and occupied. by the Compa.ny ab the post of Colvxle for."
. farming land and pasturaoe'? '

. i Ans—A certain portion was- occupled for farmmw purposes, then_ R
* . remainder for the. purposes of pasture " The limits. which I-always ..
"~ considered as being comprehended in. the ‘Company’s olaim started =
© “from & point immediately above the Kettle Falls, at the foot of what -
T call the Mission Hill; thence follome' the river upwards to.a point - -

' known as: ¢ Dease’s Encampment » ‘that is, the water frontage.on’

i ‘the- Columbm, a dlstance estimated at about five miles. .- The. back

o portion was bounded on the suuth by what is known as the « ‘\Illl“, .

" River,” throufrhout the greater. portion of it it’ extended up the

Mill river some ten miles, including the. portion. of the Company’s. .

) ».,clzum ‘Known - as..the “ White Mud » thus formmv an 1rteo'ular

o square, “and also including the mill. "

~ Int. T.~—What. portion of this was cultwated land and how much : B

=0 'v"_of that cultivated land ‘was under fence ?

- Ans. ——-Thexe were from-300 ‘to 500. aores undel cultwatlou and

a larger amount had been cultivated,. though the whole was® not.
~always- uuder fence ;- certain” portions  were - fallow. * This - was ™

" _eontiguous to-the’ Fort At White Mud there ‘were: about thirty

: f,jacres under. fence and in addmon to that, there was a large extent )

- . of prairie used for cuttmo' hay, say about six hundred acres- at a
rouorh guess.. -

Int 8.-—~What was the remamder of' thls land used for? :
Ans ——It was used for pa,sturage thoutrh the apparent quantxty‘i '

. ‘l‘
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. of ground is very ]aroe. it was not more than ‘1dequate for the

“ subsistence of the animals we had on hand certain portions.on the

summits of the hills wele fit for spring » pasture, other portions for a

later peuod of the year. . The.nature of the. countl Y which T have' o
~+ described as pasture ground consists of a senes of hlllS paxtlally_ .

wooded, with valleys between: .
' Int. 9.—What horses, besm'les those helonnrm0 to the post Were o
- kept here in summer? . . }
Ans.~Some Indian horses ; thexc were hkewxse hox ses helonvmg, '
- to.certain mtruders, squatted ‘within the: limits of. the Company C
N claim, under protest on. the part of the Company’s Oﬁicers

- Int. 10.—~What did the stock at- the Fort consist of ?
~Ans.—Horses, hornied cattle, and’ swine. . - - "

- Int. 11, —What posts constxtuted the Dlstrlct whlle you were‘ e ,

2in charge at Colvile?

Ans ——Co]vﬂe, Okauacran, Flatheads, and. the Koot‘mzus Col— H‘_ L

- jv11e was the headquarters.

. Int. 12~What was done with t the wheat ralsed and the ﬂomvij'l'v; g

"produoed at Colvile?

Ans.—A portlon ‘was consumed for the support of the people o

¥ attached to the- dlfferent estabhshments ;a portxon was supphed to

, " other districts, and likewise for the general purposes of the: Company, R e
. in carrying. on the transport on the. Columbia River.

. Bt -183.—State, if you can; the number of horses: usuallv kept at e
- Colv1le, and the numher added by the brm‘a;des from the dlﬁ'erent: '
T POSbS )
O Ans. --As far as I can recolleot there were about 200 attached '_
; “to Colvile. itself, and about 120  came there occasmnally from the -

: different, outposts Prekusly to’ my residence. there I believe - -

- there were more, bllt there was a very heavy loss in the winter of T

‘1‘1846 and again in the winter of 1848.  The deficiencies were -

~made np occasionally by ‘Thorses purchased from Walla-Walla o
~Int. 14.—What vas the force of officers and eneraged servants at -
the ‘post of - Colv11e, and how many Iudmns d1d you employ, uh11e3 '

" youresided thefe 7. -

. Ans.~There were- myself chlef trader, in charge, six clerks,} B
: postmasters and mterpreters, and the average complement of :men.

_ was about thlrty The number of. Indlans employed was- generally L




"~ ‘about ten H . sometimes as mfmy as fifty w ére employed durma the -

emergencies of harvest, seed time, &e.
Int 15 —When- was this post of Colv1le ﬁlst occup1ed by tho_ '

- f»'Compfmy ?

S Ank, —-—In the ﬁrst place I would remfuk that 1t took the p]acc of -
- the. old post at Spolum, and as_remoy ed I thmk m 1820 to 1ts'
: plesent position.. '

+ Int. 16.~What Wwas. the main tmde of thxs pobb and in’ whfx,t o Lo

way was it p‘\rtlouldlly ‘ugeful to the: Company: 2
Ans ——The main tmde for exportation was of. course. in. furs ;

there iyere other. trades whlch had local apphcatxons ; Tallude pai-. . -

‘..‘-tlcularly to the trade of the’ Flatheads in’ ¢ pal-ﬁeches” émd “appi- -

- chemous ;” these are ‘buffalo’skins dlessed in a pa,rblculal way for -
the pur poses of horse transport, and were mdlspensa.ble to the opera-- -

. “tions. of the Company, for the purpose ‘of carrying on theu' transport
from Okanagan to the more northerly posts.- Large quantltxes of

-~ dried meat, and tallow were also traded, required for the ‘provisioning

"of the different parties by’ whom the transportwas calrled on.” The '

“returns f from the different outposts were f)rou“ht in in the spring.
- The Outposts then 1ece1ved sapplies of provisipns and goods, for the )
,purposes of the summer trade ; ‘their parties again returned in the . -
" . autumn in time to. meet the fall brigade’ from -the maritime depot; T
. they then retumed to t,heu dlﬂ'elent posts w1th the outﬁt for the -

Cwinterdrades 0 T Tt e
S It 17 —What is the extent of the Company s 1and clalm, s
: "_'."mcludmfr “ White Mud " 'pasturagc ‘and all?’ ' ,
¥ Ans.—T should say; 1 if reduced to 2 reo'nla,r squm‘e, 1t would L
e from five to six miles squaxe, mfn.kxnﬂ swteen to0 twenty thousand .

o 'acres, more or Tess. s

Int. 18,—What. value’ per acre would you put upon the land w

S t’ne ncwhbomhood of the F01t and what quantlty of cultlvable land e
N was “there? ™ ' R
CAns—I should put its value in 1840 at about twenty-ﬁve dollms IR

: »per acre, that is - the - cnltlvable tand. I ‘consider there were about"_j_

‘the Fort ﬁfteen hundred acres answermfr to. that-description,’ and

back of .it, in the v1cnnty of Wlntc Mud at least three thousand

" acres: | - '
- It 19, ——What value do you put on: the 1emamder of thxs land
"'v-f’";pasturafve &c B
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“Ans. —Not more tha.n one dollar and a quarter per acre:

“Int.: 20. —When was the post at Okanag‘m first occupled bj the S 5

Company ? L
< Ams. ——Immedlately after ity purchase from the Pa.clﬁo Fur Com-v

pany, which. I think was'in. 1818.

- It 21, ——State how often you- ha{re been at Okanagen, and how; SO
,long you were in charge of it? ‘

Ans. ——I ‘was there. geveral times between 1832 a,nd 1801 . L

o gan, and say how ‘much -of it was under fence? L
. Ans. —The: boundarles along the Columbia River - hne were RS

and T .vas in charge of it as a dependency of Colv11e from 1848 to - "'f_“..
- 1851 : ST
- Tt 22. -—Descrlbe, 1f you can, the Company 8 lend at Okana— ' L

« - from the ‘mouth of the’ Okanagm River upwards to- a pmnt.»'
e called the <¢ Little DalleS,” thence: northward along the line of hills - -~

ill i struck the Okanagan Rlver, near. a pomt known as’ ‘the - _

- "« Montée ; thence down the Okanagan River to its mouth seach oo

side would be-at o rou(rh estimate from twenty-five to thlrty mlles ;o 2 - ;

" that was the horse range, in which. the different enclosures’ were _—
* likewise contamed It was an’ lrregular trmngle Certmn portions -

7 of it were very fine. pasture other portions were poor the good -

“with occasional. patches of good:soil.. Not’ exceedmg thirty acres :
“under fence, in little patches. . In addition to this, as T before stated, .~ ”

.there were’ small patches of good land Whlch were not fenced alonv
_the Okanagan. )

Int 28. —What was the 1mportance of Okanagan asa post‘?

kS portions contained bunch:grass, others sage brush, with' grass inter- .
~ spersed: . Along the Okanagan River there were some low’ bottoms, :

" Ang.—It was the. great entrep6t of the'transport to the nor thern L

Mlposts by which I'mean the distriets of Thompson’s River and New

- Caledonia. The far trade of the post itself was comparatlvely ms1g-7 S e

S mﬁcant its great: value was as being the stoppmg ‘point, both for . .. . o
o the shlppmg of the: furs in"the spring, and reloading - the horses . -

ey einployed in the tra.nsport for. the northern posts. The brigades

-+ arrived there. generally about the end of May ; they’ afterwards'.“"‘ Tl
- united with the Colvile brlgade, and ' thé’ whole then descended

. the river in boats in company to Fort . Vaneouver, arriving there. S

B

L about- fthe 15th June They then reaseended and armved at .




g ; Okanaoran about the end of J uly, by Whlch fime the horses had: ha,d -
"+ time ‘to réeruit. “The number of horses of- the two buo-adesb

gamounted from ﬁve to six hundred The brood mares of the two

' districts were likewise broucrht down to pass, the summer there, "

'.‘»;'a,nd probably numbered about two hundred more, ‘but as -the . :

e f‘»number of horses wag not- sufficient to convey all the goods at one -

'.:vf"'tnp, 4’second - trlp of a portion of the: brigade was made later- - :

Wmter e .
C UInt., 24, -—What kmdaof stock was kept a.t ()kamg:;m‘P i

ST the season,’ and from Thompson s Rlver a,nother tmp dm ing the,_f_ L .

o Ans ——A certam number of ca,tt]e for. the useof the ’poét and “
T abe txmes a larfre number ‘of horses were, “left to recrmt there, as = -

i “06casion.. demanded i connectxon w1th the tra,nsport to whlch I
- have already, alluded, i

pany ‘which you have’ descnbed in 18467

It 25, —What value Would you put on, the land of the Com-; .

S AN In' connection- with the Company s busmess its value wag
P "“noﬁ Tess than fifty thousa,nd dollars. It Was an outpost of Thomp- T

-‘son g Rwer in 1846 and of Colvﬂe in 18 8.

14467 . s P
- Ans—My reasons. for feehng dlﬁident about glvmg an answer

1mportant bean'mg exerclsed by each in relatmn 1o the general busi-

o put a far’ higher- value on. the dlﬁ'erent posts: than any computa-

Sy

+ - Int. 26.—Wha't value, would" you' put upon thé buﬂdmgs and
1mprovements, separate from the land at Okanagan, about the year N

-+ onquestions. of valuatlon ig this, that. knovnng mtlmatei’y ag:I:did -
:-the" connection of the different posts each with the other, and the -
. ness, of the country under its former aspect I should be- dlsposed P

: tion tHat has yet probably been made Thls, prémising the retros-

"pectlve interest in the. business of the Company which T clalm,v_“*:"‘;
. and:te whmh I have “pefore directed attention, might be regarded i
e w1th suspwwn by parties outsxde of the Company, and" 1gnorant of

“ -the grounds on which T found my opinion. ~ However, my comipu- -

" tation for the Fort and surroundmgs, mcludmg all the land was

4 'thlrty thousanid pound;lsterhng
Int 9 —What value do'you put on Colvﬁe 2.
: “AN8~ -
'__frep‘ly, I computed the value of Colvxle, mcludmg the Whlte o

With. the same -understanding s apphes o my fmmerf’:‘..
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Mud and the outposts at the Kootamaxs and Flatheads, at one.b"

hundred thousand pounds sterhnn' '

Tit. 28;—State whether you were at: Vancouver in. 1842 and b

again in 1851 %

Ans.~1 left there, in the' Spmng of 1842 and returned in. 1851 i
S Int. 29.~Cax you give from obselvatlon the usual pasture range
< for horses. and - cattle a.t Vancouver along the river ip- 1841 and

18427

- ofit-at ‘those tlmes‘?

L Ans—1 noticed several pleces of enclosed land one p1ece whlch e
I specxally remember : as having been cultwated as o pea—ﬁeld by .
' the- Company during my. earlier- remdence ‘at Va.ncouver, was; e
- _on my return there in. 1851 bullt upon, and Occupled by a man S

: named Shott.

o e 81, —-Look at this hst under the head of Okanagan in docu— Ll
S vment marked A ; and, if you can, state ‘whethier it is correct or mot. .
o Ans=T ‘believe. it to be entlrely correct, With- the eéxceptionof . .
the quantlty of land sald to be under cultwatlon, whlch does not sl

L agree w1th my estlmate

".:_V.Cross-emmmatwn qu 0 Anolerson lw W 0 Joﬁnson, C’ozmsel

fm‘ tke Umteol States f- i

B - Int 1 —-What proportlon does your. retrospectlve mterest in the . S
- claim of the Hudson Ba,y Company now under exammatlon bear to O

. the Whole 7

hY Ans.-—-As representmv one- elghty-ﬁfth in the fur t’rade branch by
" of the Hudson’s Bay Company, = The fur trade is supposed to‘jk; L
e ‘represent forty one-hundredths of the whole annual- busmess

Int. 2 i—In all your estlmates of the value of property, have e
he business of ° the' =
. Company, and its arrangement in-the condition of the country
- before its settlement by whités, than by ity mtmnsxc value as late W

" 831863, and at the present time? -~ R
Ans -——My Valuatlon is put down a,t what I coumdered it to have S

) you ‘not-been gulded more by the value of

o Ans. —'FIOID a pomt above the saw m111 down to the Cath la-

e 'pootl or Lewes River. L

L Int. 80, —'Dld you notme partlcula,rly a piege of enclosed land fnon
1841, or prior thereto, and 1852, and what was the condmon BRIy
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- ) been worth at the perlod of the Treaty of 1846 and n refere_nce
to the prosecution of the trade of the Company. then existing.

"Int. 3.—How did the business of the Company’ at Colvﬂe in 1851 ‘

s . -:.'_comp‘lre with what it Had been in 18462

~ Ans.—Unfavourably; partly on. account of the- 1nterrupt10n of the N

. ,navwatlon, and the 1mped1ments with " which we. had to contend,
partly from -the interference in the vicinity of our farms by

squatters, who had. located themselvés . there w1thout the /per-

* - mission or. ‘sanction  of the Company’s officers. - Amother reason
L awas the large sums paid for duties claimed: by thte United States
-“Government upon gur imports’ for tradmg purposes, and paid hy

" the Compa: y’s agents under protest. :

. Int. 4.—Has not the fur trade of all the Oompany s posts south

' ‘; of the 49th| parallel of. latitude gradually and materially decreased
“since 1845) to the present time ? If you can, state the percentage '

of ‘decrease, and state if in your. judgment this was not caused in

.a large measire by the. settlement of the. count1 y by the Whltes for L
s agrrcultural and mining purposes. - '

Ans.—The fur business on the Lovrer Columbla has entlrely

" ceased through causes- “not actually. dependmg upon the settlement

. of the country. considered by itself; but owing to the 1nfr1ngement ‘
R ‘l_wlnch took place -upon the rights secured to the Company by the
~ Treaty, the general ingécurity of their property, and the want of ’
an adequate. protection to. enable them to continue the business ; for S

these reasons it was found. advmable to abandon Fort Vancouver in

11860, - Prior to’ that date, however, the greater portlon of. thelr

R property outside of the limits of the Fort, had been taken possession
" of by other parties.  In. the years 1852 and 1853, when T held the -

- position as “second - in.command at * Fort Vancouver, I strongly L
“-advocated that the. Company- showld" coincide with what I believed

.to -be: the general wish “of “the pubhc, and; dispose: by .sale .of -

s town lots- in" the -vicinity of Fort Vancouver, and likewise of the

country lands adjacent, Whereby large.sums would have, acerued to .

- the’ Company, and titles would have been. eagerly received by the
- many apphcants around. . My opmxon, however, for this decided .
. action for thie assertion: of our. rlgbts, was ovérruled through a feehng

L of dehcacy on the- part of the Coipany towards. the Government

- ' of the Umted States, pendmg the negoclatwn then in progress for ’

" v,

N,



the tra,nsfer of the1r clalms under the Treaty, and a ﬁrm rehance
. that the Governmeut would sustam them in the frultlon of ‘those ... .
‘rights. As-regards: the ‘trade ‘of the - ‘upper country, it still =
. continiues, ‘and has latterly improved, while the lands around have ‘
7 agquired additional value from the- dlseovery of gold mines in their - - - =
L vmunty, and the- consequent influxof a large number . of miners. I -~
~ am mnot - -capable of saying what the far trade of Colvile: and it
" vicinity is now, but I am aware that increased profits have arlsen, e
probably from the increased. demand for supphes by miners. T
o Int.'5.~Was there anything at any of the posts of the Company .
0 prevent ‘the stock ‘belonging to Indians and adjacent settlers from -
*‘running, upon what was denommated the pasture lands of the _’" o
[ Company ? .
Ans.—At Fort Vancouver the res1dent Indians had 1o stock a8
E ja. general thmor The occasxonal visitors' from: the back eountry, VAN
~ known as the Khekatats, who came in for the _purposes of trade, /
. ‘geldom remained long in'the immediate vicinity, and during their. ,
stay were allowed every faclhty for pasturing their horses. . A long/.
" line of ‘fence was formerly erected immediately above the head of
- the lower plam, in order to confine the cattle on the lower. ranges ;
< there was a gate upon'the road, at Whlch a gate keeper was stationed
_night and day, in order to prevent estrays much of this ferice, after
- the country came to- be squatted ‘upon, was removed or. wantonly .
destroyed, and “the whole or the greater part eventually disap-"
- peared. - At the interior posts, the Indians, as.a general rule,do not.
- pasture their horses in the immediate vicinity ‘of the esta,bhshments,’ ,
" except for brief periods, but prefer retiring to more secludcd pas-» :
. 'tures, of which they liave undlsturbed enyoyment i BN
Int. 6.—~What wages were: pald the servants and la.borers of the S
2 Company in 1846 7 S e
 Ans.~From twenty tor thlrty pOunds per annum. Twenty pounds co
W the ordinary. wages for ‘servants ; others got more, in different - -
, capacltles, for special service. The Company furnished them board, .~
~.and the men clothed themselves.. - Those from Canada were engaged ~ ..
- for three years ;- leaving | Canada in April, they reached Fort Van--~ -
- couver in November ; ‘after serving up to_ hear the. termmatlon of .
- their contract, they left Vancouverin the month of March, aseended .-

»the Golumbla River, recrossed the mountams, and reached Canada
} ow




. Wages. B
Int: 8.—How many bushels of wheat were produced per annum -

"'Atowards the latter end of the summer ; the Company thus gettmg a

- two. years and a half of service out of three and a half years pay.. . -

During sickness they had of course medical attendance free of charge, E

-and - their “wages continued without- deductlon Servants from -

England were articled and paid for five years ; . out of this trme the
Company 1ece1ved three and a half to four years’ work. ,

Int. 1. —-What was laborers ‘wagés 1n Oregon from 1850 t111'
1855 (N ‘

_ Ang.—In 1854 T pald a carpenter s1xty pounds per annum anc T
*. " board. I am aware that at that time higher wages were pzud ' ‘

| _the Company to.re-engaged servants. The cost of bringing a'man .
. from . Canada’ was estlmated at forty pounds sterlmg, 1ncludmg"_'

®

' at Colvxle‘? : e
~+ - Ans.—During’ the. years tha.t L was there about 1500 bushels N

this included the White Mud.. ,
Int.9.—Did you réceive wheat from” any other source -to bel'
o ground at.Colvile ; if so, from: where, and how much? -
* Ans—Yes, from the settlers and squatters in"the’ Vlclnlty, and

" likewise from some" ‘of the Indians whom we had encouraged = |
© " to raise wheat to ‘aid - the sustenance ‘of themselves and families... .-

“The amount I could not state with.any degree of - correctness, '

- possibly 1,000 bushels; received non¢ from any other post of the"

Company: The toll rate, I believe, was one elghrh ThlS wa,s L
*during my residence  there from 1848 to 1851 :

~ Int. 10.—What' would it have cost at any- txme‘between 1848 o

- and 1851 to build such a m)ll ‘as was at Colvile ?

.. Ans—1I could not give a correct answer to that. I would say’ a,t L
O leas'c twenty.- thousa,nd dollaxs. The cost. to the Company was very R 3._‘.-
‘-_’large, partly from the dlﬂiculty of getting proper mecha.mcs, and

again from the heavy cost of transporb of the necessary material.
“by boat from FortVancouver ‘The new mill was. commenced. elther :

“in the wintér' of 1845 or the spring of 1846 by my predecessor, -

» ~ Chief Factor Liewis.” On my arrival there in the autumn of 1848, I

found the. work still incomplete, and it was only by great exertion - -
" that T succeeded in completing it a,bout elghteen months afterwards; . -

' ) 'for besxdes the orlgmal unpedaments to 'whlch L ha.ve already alluded



the excltement caused by tbe dlscovery of the mmes in (,a.hforma -

" had arisen, and its effects extended to the very gates of Colvile. -

. - Meanwhile the old mill which ha,d been built: many years prevlously R
- was kept as far as possxble in repalr, in order to carry on the Theces::

gary grinding. -

Int. 11. —Would not the cost of erectmo' such 3 mlll be mnch i
Jess sincé steamboats have b_een placed on the Columbm R1ver, say

_in 1862 and 1863 7

Ansi—I questlon whether it would for the sainecauses. that have S
led to the establishment of steamboats have contributed to raise the . = .
' -ordinary. price of wages, though the cost of transport be dlmlmshed -
- Int. 12.—Were any other posts than Flatheads. Kootana,ls, and-
-+ Okanagan supphed front Colvile, while you were in chal gel? .

- Ansi—As. regards imported merchandlze, these were_ the only "
posts. supphed but with local ‘products. other districts. received. occas -
- gional supplies ; by other districts I mean Thompson s River, New

" Caledonia;, and Nez—Percés By loqal prooucts I mean ﬂour andj'.

* horse accoutrements. '
Ing. 13. —-Takmé the busmess of ’che GOuntry and the arr:mgev

_‘ ment of the busmeg{ of the Company, and all other things as they " »

~ existed in 1863, what value would you place upon the bulldmgs i
a,nd 1mprovements of the Compa,ny at Colyile? - ' , “
T Ans —1It would be impossible for mé to give & ‘definite- answer - v
. As. T.think T prevmusly remarked, T consider the value of the ~ © . .
" “property orlgmally claimed by the Hudson’s Bay Company at'and -
“around Colvile to have become greatly enhanced in value during -
' _the past few years, - L. regard its present value ag being very great, .
" owing to its posmon relatively fo. the mines that have been. recently' L
developed in British Columbla, and ‘more particularly upon the”‘f’fi"

-"Kootanms Rlver and in ‘the’ vxcmxty of the: Arrow Lakes.

" Int.14.—What in your ‘judgment would be the- actual cost of T

.erectmg such ‘buildings as the ‘Company have at Colvile ?

‘Ans.—I could not-give you an estimate. of what the cost mxght"i'fvl o
be at the present day, but ta.kmg a perlod of some ten years back, -
* when no'saw mill§ were in existence, a house, such as is named in

the list.as the" dwelling house, could not: have been built with- the

facilities ther” existing, and ﬁmshed ag'it Was, for less than ﬁfteenv

"hundred pounds. R
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Int 15; —What d1d the Company pay for the post at Okanagan, E ,

-~ when purchased jn 1818 ?
-~ .Ans.—I do.not know, and therefore cannot answer. -

- Int. 16.~—Since 1847 - ‘have ot the Company 8 posts*on the_ s
_ Upper Columbia, in New Caledonia, and Thompson’s. River, “been

R LA

* supplied chiefly from Fort Langley on Fraser’s River, in_ ‘British * :

- Columbia; and has not the importance.of Okanagan and -Colvile in -

- : relatxon to the: Compa,ny 8 fur business greatly d decreased ?.

* . Ang.—They have, The importance of Colvile: for securmg the Lol

isurroundmo- trade in furs, I consider to be much the ‘same ag it -
_ then “Was,: a,nd it has much' increased in a geéneral commerdcial sense” . -
. since that. period. - The' importance of Okanagan, however, as I~ "
. think Thave remarked ina previous answer, has’ matemally decreased ;
. since the: change of route. - It is no longer ‘the nucleus upon which = -
. the ‘operations of the Northern interior depended. duung the period -

.~ when the ummpeded na.v1gat10n of the Oolumbla. was open to the
. Company

- Int. 17. -Wtat do you mean by 1mped1ments in the nav1gatlon ‘

’ fof the Columbla River?

Ans.—The first, 1mped1ment to Whlch I allde was one whlch -

arose from ‘the massacre of Dr. " Whitman andthe - res1dents of g

,Walletpu in 1847, and the state’ of warfare, thence arising. . The

~ intelligence of tlns compelled us to deviate from the ordinary track,

~and with great difficulty and much expense to. break through -
" the ‘Mountains so a3 to ¢ommunicate with Fort La,ngley ; this was- ~

_in the spiing of 1848. Afterwards, in'1855, a second war broke
out, which again mterrupted the communicationsy subsequently, to .
"'1847 it was found unadv1sa,ble~«even after- the restoration of peace; ~

- to resume ‘the lnterrupted commum??axtlon, owing to the heavy addi- o

) ’}',_tlona,l expenses. arising from the imposition of duties by the Umted'r'f: _
_~'States government upon our ‘materials. for traﬂic, and which, a8
already remarked, were paid on: such -portions ag were consumed L

- il the country, under protest ‘The imposition of these duties even

~“upon goods. in transitu, if not exacted, could . be evaded only by a
© very troublesome process; and was calcula,ted to. brmg the agents'

of the: Company into dlsagreeable and unwelcome contests with the .- X

; »o(‘ﬁolals of. the United States.. Moreover; many of. the articles- -
it absolntely requlslte for prosecutmg the trade north of the hne,-g

T S
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L ‘necessa,nly became contraband even in tmnsztu, durmg a stete of
~warfare. " I allude particularly to ‘ammunition of all kinds, and the -
: f_da.nger which arose of its falling into the hands of hostile- Indians.

Int. 18.—Did not this condition of things measurably destroy the

" value. and importance of the Company 8 possessmns at’ and near- v

Vancouver with reference.to their fur trade ?

" Ans.—A combination of all ‘the vakious causes to which T hme_ : S

: alluded in: the progress of my. -éxamination undoubtedly did so.
"The result was, as I have stated, that in 1860. it was found : neces-'.-,
- gary or advisable to abandon Forf Vancouver '

Int.19.—From 1851 to the time of isiich abandonment was not’”_ o _
" the. Company s ‘property about Vancouver suﬂ'ered to go-to decay, R

' : a.nd had not almost all their stock been long since removed ?

) -~ Ans. —Mueh of the _property decayed in the course of nature 5 =
‘much property on the other hand' was wantonly destroyed and it

. was only within the’ immedite limits of the Fort that it was found . |

possible to maké restorations to prevent decay. I say within the.

immediate. limits of the fort, because outside there was no protec-” B
\ tion;-in-fact, against the outrages of unpnnclpled persons around, - - .
“\who; either for selfish purposes, or: from wanton ‘motives inimical to .
- the Company, constantly sought to destroy or deteriorate the value
" of\ the property. Of this I have given an instance already, in - -

: " de rlbmg the destructlon or removal of the fence which’ had been. = ‘

built, for confining the.. Wandermgs ‘of ‘the herds’ of cattle. The ~
'large\herd of cattle wlnch had formerly roamed upon the pastures o

" had béen, some Temoved to pos1tlons of .greater ‘Security,. others. .
branded and stolen by squa.tters, some. wantonly shot, and the .
27 remain ler driven: mto the woods, where from Want of the ordmary o o

" herding] they gradually became wild: " L :
-~ Int. 2).—How many do you know to have been shot how many_‘ T

~ were stolen a,nd branded and how many ever run oﬂ' lntO the R

woods ? 1\ -
. Ans - eannot say, nor; Would 1t be posmble for any one to “give
Soa succmet nswer to this.query. I state whab was my own impres-
o sion at the ime, from conversatxons held not only with the Com- =

. - pany’s people, but with- ‘others- around who deprecated the. lawless T

7 mets through which, by commion ‘consent, the Company were Krown B

S to have suﬁ'e ed. - Durmg my remdence as second in, eommand a.t _




o crowned with. success, but his ev1dence ‘went to

. Vancouver, but too wild to be approached

 assumed the. ‘command. temporarily on the prepf

