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A

VOYAGE
TO °

THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

BOOK V.

CAPTAIN KING’S JOURNAL OF THE TRANSACTIONS ON
RETURNING TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS.

CHAP. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF KARAKAKOOA BAY.—VAST CONCOURSE OF THE
; NATIVES.— POWER OF THE CHIEFS OVER THE INFERIOR PEO-~
PLE. — VISIT FROM KOAH, A PRIEST AND WARRIOR. — THE
MORAI AT KAKOOA DESCRIBED.— CEREMONIES AT THE LAND-
ING OF CAPTAIN COOK.~—OBSERVATORIES ERECTED. — POWER-
FUL OPERATION OF THE TABOO.~— METHOD OF SALTING PORK
IN TROPICAL CLIMATES.~—SOCIETY OF PRIESTS DISCOVERED.
—THEIR HOSPITALITY AND MUNIFICENCE.— RECEPTION OF
CAPTAIN COOK. = ARTIFICE OF KOAH.— ARRIVAL OF 7TER-
REEOBOO, KING OF THE ISLAND.—SINGULAR CEREMONY,—
VISIT FROM THE KING. — RETURNED BY CAPTAIN COOK.

K Araxakooa Bay is situated on the west side of the
island of Owhyhee, in a district called Akona. It is
about a mile in depth, and bounded by two low points
of land, at the distance of half a league, and bearing
. south south-east and north north-west from each
: other. On the north point, which is flat and barren,
& stands the village of Kowrowa; and in the bottom of
| the bay, near a grove of tall cocoa-nut trees, there is
B 2
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another village of a more consid!g?able size, called
Kakooa : between them, runs a high rockyliff, in-
accessible from the sea shore. On the south side,
the coast, for about a mile inland, has a rugged ap-
pearance; beyond which the country rises with a
gradual ascent, and is overspread with cultivated in-
closures and groves of cocoa-nut trees, where the
habitations of the natives are scattered in great num-
bers. The shore, all around the bay, is covered with
a black coral rock, which makes the landing very
dangerous in rough weather; except at the village of
Kakooa, where there is a fine sandy beach, with a
Morai, or burying-place, at one extremity, and a
small well of fresh water at the other. This bay ap-
pearing to Captain Cook a proper place to refit the
ships, and lay in an additional supply of water and
provisions, we moored on the north side, about a
quarter of a mile from the shore, Kowrowa bearing
north-west.

As soon as the inhabitants perceived our intention
of anchoring in the bay, they came off from the shore
in astonishing numbers, and expressed their joy by
singing and shouting, and exhibiting a variety of wild
and extravagant gestures. ‘The sides, the decks, and
rigging of both ships were soon completely covered
with them; and a multitude of women and boys, who
had not been able to get canoes, came swimming
round us in shoals; many of whom, not finding room
on board, remained the whole day playing in the
water.

Among the chiefs who came on board the Resolu-
tion, was a young man, called Pareea, whom we soon
perceived to be a person of great authority. On pre-
senting himseif to Captain Cook, he told him, that he
was Jakanee * to the king of the island, who was at
that time engaged on a military expedition at Mowee,

* We afterward met with several others of the same denomina-
tion ; but whether it be an office, or some degree of affinity, we
could never learn with certainty.
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and was expected to return within three or four days.
A few presents from Captain Cook attached him en-
tirely to our interests, and he became exceedingly
useful to us in the management of his countrymen,
as we had soon occasion to experience. For we had
not been long at anchor, when it was observed that
the Discovery had such a number of people hanging
on one side, as occasioned her to heel considerably :
and that the men were unable to keep off the crowds
which continued pressing into her. Captain Cook,
being apprehensive that she might suffer some injury,
pointed out the danger to Pareea, who immediately
went to their assistance, cleared the ship of its in-
cumbrances, and drove away the canoes that sur-

The authority of the chiefs over the inferior peo-
ple appeared, from this incident, to be of the most
despotic kind. A similar instance of it happened the
same day on board the Resolution; where the crowd
being so great, as to impede the necessary business

~ of the ship, we were obliged to have recourse to the
- assistance of Kaneena, another of their chiefs, who
had likewise attached himself to Captain Cook. The

%
g

-

o
3

inconvenience we laboured under being made known,
he immediately ordered his countrymen to quit the
vessel; and we were not a little surprized to see them

- jump overboard, without a moment’s hesitation; all

except oné man, who loitering behind, and showing

- some unwillingness to obey, Kaneena took him up in
* his arms, and threw him into the sea.

Both these chiefs were men of strong and well-

. proportioned bodies, and of countenances remarkably

pleasing. Kaneena especially, whose portrait Mr.
Webber has drawn, was one of the finest men I ever
saw. He was about six feet high, had regular and
expressive features, with lively, dark eyes; his car-
riage was easy, firm, and graceful.

It has been already mentioned, that during our
long cruize off this island, the inhabitants had always

B 3
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behaved with great fairness and honesty in their deal-
ings, and had not shown the slightest propeusity to
theft; which appeared to us the more extraordinary,
because those with whom we had hitherto held any
intercourse, were of the lowest rank, either servants
or fishermen. We now found the case exceedingly
altered. The immense crowd of islanders, which
blocked up every part of the ships, not only afforded

frequent opportunity of pilfering without risk of dis- -

covery, but our inferiority in number held forth a
prospect of escaping with impunity in case of detec-
tion. Another circumstance, to which we attributed
this alteration in their behaviour, was the presence

and encouragement of their chiefs; for generally.

tracing the booty into the possession of some men of
consequence, we had the strongest reason to suspect
that these depredations were committed at their in-
stigation.

Soon after the Resolution had got into her station,
our two friends, Pareea and Kaneena, brought on
board a third chief, named Koah, who, we were told,
was a priest, and had been, in his youth, a distinguish-
ed warrior. He was a little old man, of an emaciated
figure; his eyes exceedingly sore and red, and his
body covered with a white leprous scurf, the effects
of an immoderate use of the ava. Being led into the
cabin, he.approached Captain Cook with great ve-
neration, and threw over his shoulders a piece of red
cloth, which he had brought along with him. 'Then
stepping a few paces back, he made an offering of a
small pig, which he held in his hand, whilst he pro-
nounced a discourse that lasted for a considerable
time. This ceremony was frequently repeated dur-
ing our stay at Owhyhee, and appeared to us, from
many circumstances, to be a sort of religious ador-
ation. " Their idols we found always arrayed with red
cloth, in the same manner as was done to Captain
Cook; and a small pig was their usual offering to the
Eatooas. Their speeches, or prayers, were uttered

of
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THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 7

too with a readiness and volubility that indicated them
to be according to some formulary.

When this ceremony was over, Koah dined with
Captain Cook, eating plentifully of what was set be-
fore him; but, like the rest of the inhabitants of the
islands in these seas, could scarcely be prevailed on
to taste a second time our wine or spirits. In the
evening, Captain Cook, attended by Mr. Bayly and
myself, accompanied him on shore. We landed at
the beach, and were received by four men, who car-
ried wands tipt with dogs’ hair, and marched before
us, pronouncing with a loud voice a short sentence,
in which we could only distinguish the word Orono. *
The crowd, which had been collected on the shore,
retired at our approach; and not a person was to be
seen, except a few lying prostrate on the ground,
near the huts of the adjoining village.

Before I proceed to relate the adoration that was
paid to Captain Cook, and the peculiar ceremonies
with which he was received on this fatal island, it
will be necessary to describe the Morai, situated, as
I have already mentioned, at the south side of the
beach at Kakooa. It was a square solid pile of
stones, about forty yards long, twenty broad, and
fourteen in height. The top was flat and well paved,
and surrounded by a wooden rail, on which were
fixed the sculls of' the captives, sacrificed on the
death of their chiefs. In the centre of the area,
stood a ruinous old building of wood, connected with
the rail on each side, by a stone wall, which divided
the whole space into two parts. On the side next
the country, were five poles, upward of twenty feet

* Captain Cook generally went by this name amongst the natives
of Owhyhee; but we could never learn its precise meaning. Some-
times they applied it to an invisible being, who, they said, lived in
the heavens. We also found that it was a title belonging to a per-
sonage of great rank and power in the island, who resembles pretty
much the Delai Lama of the Tartars, and the ecclesiastical emper-
or of Japan.

B 4
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8 A VOYAGE TO JAN.

high, supporting an irregular kind of scaffold ; on
the opposite side, toward the sea, stood two small
houses, with a covered communication.

We were conducted by Koah to the top of this
pile by an easy ascent, leading from the beach to the
north-west corner of' the area. At the entrance, we
saw two large wooden images, with features violently
distorted, and a long piece of carved wood, of' a coni-
cal form inverted, rising from the top of their heads ;
the rest was without form, and wrapped round with
red cloth. We were here met by a tall young man
with a long beard, who presented Captain Cook to
the images, and after chanting a kind of hymn, in
which he was joined by Koah, they led us to that end
of the Morai, where the five poles were fixed. At
the foot of them were twelve images ranged in a
semicircular form, and before the middle figure,
stood a high stand or table, exactly resembling the
Whatta* of Otaheite, on which lay a putrid hog, and
under it pieces of sugar-cane, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit,
plantains, and sweet potatoes. Koah having placed
the Captain under this stand, took down the hcg,
and held it toward him; and after having a second
time addressed him in a long speech, pronounced
with much vehemence and rapidity, he let it fall on
the ground, and led him to the scaffolding, which
they began to climb together, not without great risk
of falling. At this time we saw, coming in solemn
procession, at the entrance of the top of the Morai,
ten men carrying a live hog, and a large piece of red
cloth. Being advanced a few paces, they stopped,
and prostrated themselves ; and Kaireekeea, the
young man above-mentioned, went to them, and
receiving the cloth, carried it to Koah, who wrapped
it round the Captain, and afterward offered him the
hog, which was brought by Kaireekeea with the
same ceremony. )

* See Captain Cook's former Voyage.

(2]
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THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 9

Whilst Captain Cook was aloft, in this awkward
situation, swathed round with red cloth, and with
difficulty keeping his hold amongst the pieces of
rotten scaffolding, Kaireekeea and Koah began their
office, chanting sometimes in concert, and sometimes
alternately. 'This lasted a considerable time; at
length Koah let the hog drop, when he and the
Captain descended together. He then led him to
the images before mentioned, and having said some-
thing to each in a sneering tone, snapping his fingers
at them as he passed, he brought him to that in the
centre, which, from its being covered with red cloth,
appeared to be in greater estimation than the rest.
Before this figure he prostrated himself, and kissed
it, desiring Captain Cook to do the same; who suffet-
ed himself to be directed by Koah throughout the
whole of this ceremony. ’

We were now led back into the other division of
the Morai, where there was a space,-ten or twelve
feet square, sunk about three feet below the level of
the area. Into this we descended, and Captain Cook
was seated between two wooden idols, Koah support-
ing one of his arms, whilst I was desired to support
the other. At this time, arrived a second procession
of natives, carrying a baked hog, and a pudding,
some bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other vegetables.
When they approached us, Kaireekeea put himself
at their head, and presenting the- pig to Captain
. Cook in the usual manner, began the same kind of
. chant as before, his companions making regular
responses. We observed, that aft®r every response,
their parts became gradually shorter, till, toward the
close, Kaireekeea’s consisted of only two or three
words, which the rest answered by the word Orono.

When this offering was concluded, which lasted a
quarter of an hour, the natives sat down, fronting us,
and began to cut up the baked hog, to peel the
vegetables, and break the cocoa-nuts; whilst others
employed themselves in brewing the ava; which is
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10 A VOYAGE TO JAN.

done, by chewing it in the same manner as at the
Friendly Islands. Kaireekeea then took part of the
kernel. of a cocoa-nut, which he chewed, and wrap-
ping it in a piece of cloth, rubbed with it the
Captain’s face, head, hands, arms, and shoulders.
The ava was then handed round, and after we had
tasted it, Koah and Pareea began to pull the flesh
of the hog in pieces, and to put it into, our mouths.
I had no great objection to being fed by Pareea, who
was very cleanly in his person; but Captain Cook;
who was served by Koah, recollecting the putrid
hog, could not swallow a morsel ; and his reluctance,
as may be supposed, was not diminished, when the
old man, according to his own mode of civility, had
chewed it for him. :

When this last ceremony was finished, which
Captain Cook put an end to as soon as he decently
could, we quitted the Aforai, after distributing
amongst the people some pieces of iron and other
trifles, with which they seemed highly gratified.
The men with wands conducted us to the boats,
repeating the same words as before. The people
again retired, and the few that remained, prostrated
themselves as we passed along the shore. We im-
mediately went on board, our minds full of what we
had seen, and extremely well satisfied with the good
dispositions of our new friends. The meaning of
the various ceremonies, with which we had been
received, and which, on account of their novelty and
singularity, have been related at length, can only be
the subject of conjectures, and those uncertain and
partial : they were, however, without doubt, expres-
sive of high respect on the part of the natives; and,
as far as related to the person of Captain Cook, they
seemed approaching to adoration.

The next morning I went on shore with a guard
of eight marines, including the corporal and lieu-

tenant, having orders to erect the observatory in

such a situation as might best enable me to superin-
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THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 11

tend and protect the waterers, and the other working
parties that were to be on shore. As we were view-
ing a spot conveniently situated for this purpose, in
the middle of the village, Pareea, who was always
ready to show both his power and his good-will,
offered to pull down some houses that would have
obstructed our observations. However, we thought
it proper to decline this offer, and fixed on a field of
sweet potatoes adjoining to the Morai, which was
readily granted us; and the priests, to prevent the
intrusion of the natives, immediately consecrated the
place, by fixing their wands round the wall by which
it was inclosed.

This sort of religious interdiction they call zaboo ;
a word we heard often repeated during our stay
amongst these islanders, and found to be of very
powerful and extensive operation. A more par-
ticular explanation of it will be given in the general
acoeunt of these islands, under the article of religion ;
at present it is only necessary to observe, that it pro-
cured us even more privacy than we desired. No
canoes ever presumed to land near us; the natives
sat on the wall, but none offered to come within the
tabooedspace, till he had obtained our permission.
But though the men,  at our request, would ceme
across the field with provisions, yet not all our en-
deavours could prevail on the women to approach
us. Presents were tried, but without effect ; Pareea
and Koah were tempted to bring them, but in vain ;

we were invariably answered, that the Eatooa and .

Terreeoboo (which was the name of their king)
would kill them. This circumstance afforded no
small matter of amusement to our friends on board,
where the crowds of people, and particularly of
women, that continued to flock thither, obliged them
almost every hour to clear the vessel, in order to
have room to do the necessary duties of the ship.
On these occasions, two or three hundred women
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12 . A VOYAGE TO JAN.

were frequently made to jump into the water at once,
wher€ they continued swimming and playing about,
till they could again procure admittance.

From the 19th to the 24th, when Pareea and
Koah left us to attend Terreeoboo, who had landed
on some other part of the island,-nothing very ma-
terial happened on board. The caulkers were set
to work on the sides of the ships, and the rigging
was carefully overhauled and repaired. The salting
of hogs for sea-store was also a constant, and one of’
the principal objects of Captain Cook’s attention.
As the success we met with in this experiment,
during our present voyage, was much more complete
than it had been in any former attempt of the same
kind, it may not be improper to give an account of
the detail of the operation.

It has generally been thought impracticable to
cure the flesh of animals by salting, in tropical
climates ; the 'progress of putrefaction beingwso
rapid, as not to allow time for the salt to take (as
they express it) before the meat gets a taint, which
prevents the effect of the pickle. We do not find
that experiments relative to this subject have been
made by the navigators of any nation before Captain
Cook. In his first trials, which were made in 1774,
during his second voyage to the Pacific Ocean, the
success he met with, though very imperfect, was yet
sufficient to convince him of the error of the received
opinion. As the voyage, in which he was now en-
gaged, was likely to be protracted a year beyond
the time for which the ships had been victualled, he
was under the necessity of providing, by some such
means, for the subsistence of the crews, or of relin-
quishing the further prosecution of his discoveries.
He therefore lost no opportunity of renewing his
attempts, and the event answered his most sanguine
expectations.

The hogs, which we made use of for this purpose,
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1779. THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 18

were of various sizes, weighing from four to twelve
stone.* The time of slaughtering was always in the
afternoon ; and as soon as the hair was scalded off,
and the entrails removed, the hog was divided into
pieces of four or eight pounds each, and the bones
of the legs and chine taken out; and, in the larger
sort, the ribs also. Every piece then being carefully
wiped and examined, and the veins cleared of the
coagulated blood, they were handed to the salters,
whilst the flesh remained still warm. After they had
been well rubbed with salt, they were placed in a
heap, on a stage raised in the open air, covered with
planks, and pressed with the heaviest weights we
could lay on them. In this situation they remained
till the next evening, when they were again well
wiped and examined, and the suspicious parts taken
away. They were then put into a tub of strong
pickle, where they were always looked over once or
twice a day, and if any piece had not taken the salt,
which was readily discovered by the smell of the
pickle, they were immediately taken out, re-examined,
and the sound pieces put to fresh pickle. This,
however, after the precautions before used, seldom
happened. After six days, they were taken out,
examined for the last time, and being again slightly
pressed, they were packed in barrels, with a thin
layer of salt between them. I brought home with
me some barrels of this pork, which was pickled at
Owhyhee in January 1779, and was tasted by several
persons in England, about Christmas 1780, and found
perfectly sound and wholesome. t

* 14 1b. :

+ Since these papers were prepared for the press, 1 have been
informed by Mr. Vancouver, who was one of my Midshipmen in
the Discovery, and was afterwards appointed Lieutenant of the
Martin sloop of war, that he tried the method here recommended,
both with English and Spanish pork, during a cruize on the Spanish
Main, in the year 1782, and succeeded to the utmost of his ex-
pectations. He also made the experiment at Jamaica with the
beef served by the victualling office to the ships, but not™wjth the
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I shall now return to our transactions on shore at
the observatory, where we had not been long settled,
before we discovered, in our neighbourhood, the
habitations of a society of priests, whose regular
attendance at the Moraz had excited our curiosity.
Their huts stood round a pond of water, and were
surrounded by a grove of cocoa-nut trees, which

_separated them from the beach and the rest of the
village, and gave the place an air of religious retire-
ment. On my acquainting Captain Cook with these
circumstances, he resolved- to pay them a visit ; and
as he expected to be received in the same manner as
before, he brought Mr. Webber with him to make a
drawing of the ceremony. .

On his arrival at the beach, he was conducted to
a sacred building called Harre-no-Orono, or the
house of Orono, and seated before the entrance, at
the foot of a wooden idol, of the same kind with
those on the Morai. 1 was here again made to sup-
port one of his arms, and after wrapping him in
red cloth, Kaireekeea, accompanied by twelve priests,
made an offering of a pig with the usual solemnities.
The pig was then strangled, and a fire being kindled,
it was thrown into the embers, and after the hair was
singed off, it was again presented, with a repetition
of the chanting, in the manner before described.
The dead pig was then held for a short time under
the Captain’s nose; after which it was laid, with a
cocoa-nut, at his feet, and the performers sat down.

same success, which he attributes to the want of the necessary
precautions in killing and handling the beasts; to their being
hung up and opened before they had sufficient time to bleed, by
which means the blood-vessels were exposed to the air, and the
blood condensed before it had time to empty itself; and to their
being hard driven and bruised. He adds, that* having himself
attended to the killing of an ox, which was carefully taken on
board the Martin, he salted a part of it, which at the end of the
week was found to have taken the salt completely, and he has
no doubt would have kept for any length of time; but the ex-
periment was not tried.

2,
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The ava was then brewed, and handed round ; a fat
hog, ready dressed, was brought in;, and we were
fed as before..

During the rest of the time we remained in the
bay, whenever Captain Cook came on shore, he was
attended by one of these priests, who went before
him, giving notice that the Orono had landed, and
ordering the Feople to prostrate themselves. The
same person also constantly accompanied him on the
water, standing in the bow of the boat, with a wand
in his hand, and giving notice of his approach to the
natives, who were in canoes, on which they imme-
diately left off paddling, and lay down on their faces
till he had passed. Whenever he stopped at the
observatory, Kaireekeea and his brethren immediate-
- ly made their appearance with hogs, cocoa-nuts,

bread-fruit, &c. and presented them with the usual
solemnities. It was on these occasions that some of
the inferior chiefs frequently requested to be per-
. mitted to make an offering to the Oromo. When
. this was granted, they presented the hog themselves,
- generally with evident marks of fear in their counte-
nances ; whilst Kaireekeea and the priests chanted
their accustomed hymns.

The civilities of this society were not, however,
. confined to mere ceremony and parade. Our party
. on shore received from them, every day, a constant
. supply of hogs and vegetables, more than sufficient
" for our subsistence ; and several canoes loaded with
provisions were sent to the ships with the same
punctuality. No return was ever demanded, or
even hinted at in the most distant manner. Their
presents were made with a regularity, more like the
discharge of a religious duty, than the effect of mere
liberality ; and when we enquired at whose charge
all this munificence was displayed, we were told, it
was at the expence of a great man called Kaoo, the
chief of the priests, and grandfather to Kaireekeea,
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16 A VOYAGE TO JAN.

who was at that time absent attending the king of
the island.

As every thing relating to the character and beha-
viour of this people must be interesting to the reader,
on account of the tragedy that was afterwards acted
here, it will be proper to acquaint him, that we had
not always so much reason to be satisfied with the
conduct of the warrior chiefs, or Earees, as with that
of the priests. In all our dealings with the former,
we found them sufficiently attentive to their own in-
terests ; and besides their habit of stealing, which
may admit of some excuse, from the universality of
the practice amongst the islanders of these seas, they
made use of other artifices equally dishonourable. I
shall only mention one instance, in which we disco-
vered, with regret, our friend Koah to be a party
principally concerned. As the chiefs, who brought
us presents of hogs, were always sent back hand-
somely rewarded, we had generally a greater supply
than we could make use of. On these occasions,
Koah, who never failed in his attendance on us, used
to beg such as we did not want, an¥ they were always
given to him. It one day happened, that a pig was
presented us by a man whom Koah himself'introduced
as a chief, who was desirous of paying his respects,
and we recollected the pig to be the same that had
been given to Koah just before. This leading us to
suspect some trick, we found, on further enquiry, the
pretended chief to be an ordinary person; and on
connecting this with other circumstances, we had
reason to suspect, that it was not the first time we had
been the dupes of the like imposition.

Things continued in this state till the 24th, when
we were a good deal surprised to find that no canoes
were suffered to put off from the shore, and that the
natives kept close to their houses. After several
hours’ suspense, we learned that the bay was tabooed,

and all intercourse with us interdicted, on account of
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the arrival of Terreeoboo. As we had not foreseen
an accident of this sort, the crews of both ships were
obliged to pass the day without their usual supply of
vegetables. 'The next morning, therefore, they en-
deavoured, both by threats and promises, to induce
the natives to come alongside ; and as some of them
were at last venturing to put off, a chief was observed
attempting to drive them away. A musket was im-
mediately fired over his head, to make him desist,
which had the desired effect, and refreshments were
soon after purchased as usual. In the afternoon,
Terreeoboo arrived, and visited the ships in a private
manner, attended only by one canoe, in which were
his wite and children. He staid on board till near
ten o’clock, when he returned to the village of
Kowrowa. ’

The next day, about noon, the king, in a large
canoe, attended by two others, /set out from the vil-
lage, and paddled toward the‘ships in great state.
Their appearance was grand and magnificent. In

_ the first canoe was Terreeoboo and his chiefs, dressed

in their rich feathered cloaks and helmets, and armed

- with-long spears and daggers ; in the second came
* the venerable Kaoo, the chief of the priests, and his

brethren, with their idols displayed on red cloth.

- These idols were busts of a gigantic size, made of
- wicker-work, and curiously covered with small fea-

thers of various colours, wrought in the same manner

. with their cloaks. Their eyes were made of large

pearl oysters, with a black nut fixed in the centre ;

_ their mouths were set with a double row of the fangs

of dogs, and, together with the rest of their features,

. were strangely distorted. The third canoe was filled

with hogs and various sorts of vegetables. As they
went along, the priests in the centre canoe sung their
hymns with great solemnity ; and after paddling

- round the ships, instead of going on board, as was ex-
; pected, they made toward the shore at the beach

where we were stationed.
VOL. VII. c
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18 A VOYAGE TO JAN.

As soon as I saw them approaching, I ordered out
our little guard to receive the king; and Captain
Cook, perceiving that he was going on shore, fol-
lowed him, and arrived nearly at the same time. We
conducted them into the tent, where they had scarcely
been seated, when the king rose up, and in a very
graceful manner threw over the Captain’s shoulders
the cloak he himself wore, put a feathered helmet on
his head, and a curious fan into his hand. He also
spread at his feet five or six other cloaks, all exceed-
ingly beautiful, and of the greatest value. His at-
tendants then brought four very large hogs, with
sugar-canes, cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruit; and this
part of the ceremony was concluded by the king’s ex-
changing names with Captain Cook, which amongst
all the islanders of the Pacific Ocean, is esteemed the
strongest pledge of friendship. A procession of
priests, with a venerable old personage at their head,
now appeared, followed by a long train of men leading
large hogs, and others carrying plantains, sweet po-
tatoes, &c. By thelooksand gestures of Kaireekeea,
I immediately knew the old man to be the chief of
the priests before mentioned, on whose bounty we
had so long subsisted. He had a piece of red cloth
in his hands, which he wrapped round Captain Cook’s
shoulders, and afterward presented him with a small
pig in the usual form. A seat was then made for
him, next to the king, after which, Kaireekeea and

. his followers began their ceremonies, Kaoo and the
chiefs joining in the responses.

I was surprised to see, in the person of this king,
the same infirm and emaciated old man, that came on
board the Resolution when we were off the north-east
side of the island of Mowee ; and we soon discovered
amongst his attendants most of the persons who at
that time had remained with us all night. Of this
number were the two younger sons of the king, the
eldest of whom was sixteen years of age, and his
nephew Maiha-Maiha, whom at first we had some
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1779. THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 19

difficulty in recollecting, his hair being plastered over
with a dirty brown paste and powder, which was no
mean heightening to the most savage face I ever
beheld. :

As soon as the formalities of the meeting were over,
Captain Cook carried Terreeoboo, and as many chiefs
as the pinnace could hold, on board the Resolution.
They were received with every mark of respect that
could be shown them ; and Captain Cook, in return
for the feathered cloak, put a linen shirt on the king,
and girt his own hanger round him. The ancfent
+ Kaoo, and about half a dozen more old chiefs, remain-
.- ed on shore, and took up their abode at the priests’
-~ houses. During all this time, not a canoe was seen

L in the bay, and the natives either kept within their

- huts, or lay prostrate on the ground. Before the
- king left the Resolution, Captain Cook obtained
: leave for the natives to come and trade with the ships
as usual ; but the women, for what reason we could
_ not learn, still continued under the effects of the
, faboo ; that is, were forbidden to stir from home, or

s to bave any communication with us.
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¥ARTHER ACCOUNT OF TRANSACTIONS WiTH THE NATIVES. —
THEIR HOSPITALITY. — PROPENSITY TO THEFT.— DESCRIP-
TION OF A BOXING MATCH.— DEATH OF ONE OF OUR SEA~
MEN.— BEHAVIOUR OF THE PRIESTS AT HIS FUNERAL. —
THE WOOD WORK AND IMAGES ON THE MORAI PURCHASED.
— THE NATIVES INQUISITIVE ABOUT OUR DEPARTURE. —
THEIR OPINION ABOUT THE DESIGN OF OUR VOYAGE.—
MAGNIFICENT PRESENTS OF TERREEOBOO TO CAPTAIN
COOK.—THE SHIPS LEAVE THE ISLAND.— THE RESOLU-
TION DAMAGED IN A GALE, AND OBLIGED TO RETURN.

Tue quiet and inoffensive behaviour of the natives
having taken away every apprehension of danger,
we did not hesitate to trust ourselves amongst them
at all times, and in all situations. The officers of
both ships went daily up the country in small par-
ties, or even singly, and frequently remained out the
whole night. It would be endless to recount all the
instances-of kinduess and civility which we received
upon those occasions. Wherever we went, the
people flocked about us, eager to offer every as-
sistance in their power, and highly gratified if their
services were accepted. Various little arts were
practised to attract our notice, or to delay our de-
arture. The boys and girls ran before, as we
walked through their villages, and stopped us at
every opening, where there was room to form a group
for dancing. At one time, we were invited to ac-
cept a draught of cocoa-nut milk, or some other re-
freshment, under the shade of their huts; at another,
we were seated within a circle of young women, who
exerted all their skill and agility to amuse us with
songs and dances.
The satisfaction we derived from their gentleness
and hospitality, was, however, frequently interrupted
by that propensity~to stealing, which they have in
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common with all the other islanders of these seas.
This circumstance was the more distressing, as it
sometimes obliged us to have recourse to acts of se-
verity, which we should willingly have avoided, if
the necessity of the case had not absolutely called
for them. Some of their most expert swimmers were
one day discovered .under the ships, drawing out
the filling nails of the sheathing, which they per-
formed very dexterously by means of a short stick,
with a flint stone fixed in the end of it. To puta
stop to this practice, which endangered the very ex-
istence of the vessels, we at first fired small shot at
the offenders; but they easily got out of our reach
by diving under the ship’s bottom. It was there-
fore found necessary to make an example, by flog-
ging one of them on board the Discovery.

About this time, a large party of gentlemen, from
both ships, set out on an excursion into the interior
parts of the country, with a view of examining its

- natural productions. “An account of this journey

will be given in a subsequent part of our narrative.
It is, therefore, only necessary at present to observe,

- that it afforded Kaoo a fresh opportunity of showing

his attention and generosity. Ior as soon as he was

~ informed of their departure, he sent a large supply

L
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i

of provisions after them, together with orders, that
the inhabitants of the country through which they
were to pass, should give them every assistance in

“their power. And, to complete the delicacy and

disinterestedness of his conduct, even the people he
employed could not be prevailed on to accept the
smallest present. After remaining out six days, our
officers returned, without having been able to pene-
trate above twenty miles into the island; partly
from want of proper guides, and partly from the
impracticability of the country.

The head of the Resolution’s rudder being found
exceedingly shaken, and most of the pintles either
loose or broken, it was unhung, and sent on shore, on

c38
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the 27th in the morning, to undergo a thorough re-
pair. At the same time, the carpenters were sent
into the country, under conduct of some of Kaoo’s
people, to cut planks for the head rail work, which
was also entirely decayed and rotten.

On the 28th, Captain Clerke, whose ill health con-
fined him, for the most part, on board, paid Terreeo-
boo his first visit, at his hut on shore. He was re-
ceived with the same formalities as were observed
with Captain Cook; and, on his coming away,
though the -visit -was quite unexpected, he received
a present of thirty large hogs, and as much fruit
and roots as his crew eould consume in a week.

As we had not yet seen any thing of their sports
or athletic exercises, the natives, at the request of
some of our officers, entertained us this evening
with a boxing-match. Though these games were
much inferior, as well in point of solemnity and
magnificence, as in the skill and powers of the com-
batants, to what we had seen exhibited at the Friend-
ly Islands ; yet, as they differed in some particulars,
it may not be improper to give a shert account of
them. We found a vast concourse of people as-
sembled on a level spot of ground, at a little distance
from our tents. A long space was left vacant in
the midst of them, at the upper end of which sat
the judges, under three standards, from which hung
slips of cloth of various colours, the skins of two
wild geese, a few small birds, and bunches of feathers.
When the sports were ready to begin, the signal was
given by the judges, and immediately two combat-
ants appeared. They came forward slowly, lifting
up their feet very high behind, and drawing their
hands along the soles. As they approached, they
frequently eyed each other from head to foot, in a
contemptuous manner, casting several arch looks at
the spectators, straining their muscles, and using
a variety of affected gestures. Being advanced
within reach of each other, they stood with both
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arms held out straight before their faces, at which
part all their blows were aimed. They struck, in
what appeared to our eyes an awkward manner, with
a full swing of the arm ; made no attempt to parry,
but eluded their adversary’s attack by an inclination
of the body, or by retreating. The battle was quick-
ly decided ; for if either of them was knocked down,
or even fell by accident, he was considered as van-
quished, and the victor expressed his triumph by a
variety of gestures, which usually excited, as was in-
tended, a loud laugh among the spectators. He then
waited for a second antagonist; and if again vic-
torious, for a third, till he was, at last, in his turn
defeated. A singular rule observed in these com-
bats is, that whilst any two are preparing to fight,
a third person may step in, and choose either of
them for his antagonist, when the other is obliged to
withdraw. Sometimes three or four followed each
other in this manner, before the match was settled.
When the combat proved longer than usual, or ap-
peared too unequal, one of the chiefs generally
stepped in, and ended it by putting a stick between
the combatants. The same good humour was pre-
served throughout, which we before so much ad-
mired- in the Friendly Islanders. As these games

- were given at our desire, we found it was universally

el s RGBT

expected, that we should have borne our part in
them ; but our people, though much pressed by the
natives, turned a deaf’ ear to their challenge, re-
membering full well the blows they got at the
Friendly Islands.

This day died William Watman, a seaman of the
gunner’s crew ; an event which I mention the more
particularly, as death had hitherto been very rare
amongst us. He was an old man, and much re-
spected on account of his attachment to Captain
Cook. He had formerly served as a marine twenty-

one years; after which he entered as a seaman on

board the Resolution in 1772, and served with Cap-
c 4
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24 A VOYAGE TO PEB.

tain Cook in his voyage toward the South Pole.
At their return, he was admitted into Greenwich
hospital, through the Captain’s interest, at the same
time with himself; and being resolved to follow
throughout the fortunes of his benefactor, he also
quitted it along with him, on his being appointed
to the command of the present expedition. During
the voyage, he had frequently been subject to slight
fevers, and was a convalescent when we came into
the bay, where, being sent on shore for a few days,
he conceived himself perfectly recovered, and, at
his own desire, returned on board ; but the day fol-
lowing, he had a paralytic stroke, which in two days
more carried him off.

At the request of the king of the island, he was
buried on the Moraei, and the ceremony was per-
formed with as much solemnity as our situation
permitted. Old Kaoo and his brethren were spec-
tators, and preserved the most profound silence and
attention, whilst the service was reading. When we
began to fill up the grave, they approached it with
great reverence, threw in a dead pig, some cocoa-
nuts, and plantains ; and, for three nights afterward,
they surrounded it, sacrificing hogs, and performing
their usual ceremonies of hymns and prayers, which
continued till day-break.

At the head of the grave, we erected a post, and
nailed upon it a square piece of board, on which was
inscribed the name of the deceased, his age, and the
day of his death. This they promised not to remove;
and we have no doubt, but that it will be suffered to
remam, as long as the frail materials of which it is
made will permit.

The ships being in great want of fuel, the Captain
desired me, on the 2d of February, to treat with the
priests, for the purchase of the rail that surrounded
the top of the Morai. 1 must confess I had, at first,
some doubt about the decency of this proposal, and
was apprehensive, that even the bare mention of it
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might be considered by them as a piece of shocking
impiety. In this, however, I found myself mistaken.
Not the smallest surprize was expressed at the ap-
plication, and the wood was readily given, ~ven with-
out stipulating for any thing in return. Whilst the
sailors were taking it away, I observed one of them
carrying off a carved image; and, on further inquiry,
I found that they had conveyed to the boats the
whole * semicircle. Though this was done in the
presence of the natives, who had not shown any mark
of resentment at it, but had even assisted them in the
removal, I thought it proper to speak to Kaoo on

" the subject; who appeared very indifferent about the

matter, and only desired that we would restore the
centre image I have mentioned before, which he
carried into one of the priest’s houses.

Terreeoboo, and his chiefs, had, for some days
past, been very inquisitive about the time of our de-
parture. This circumstance had excited in me a
great curiosity to know what opinion this people had
formed of us, and what were their ideas respecting

- the canse and objects of our voyage. I took some

pains to satisfy myself on these points; but could never
learn any thing farther, than that they imagined we
came from some country where provisions had failed;
and that our visit to them was merely for the purpose
of filling our bellies. Indeed, the meagre appearance
of some of our crew, the hearty appetites with which
we sat down to their fresh provisions, and our great
anxiety to purchase and carry off as much as we
were able, led them, naturally enough, to such a con-
clusion. To these may be added, a circumstance
which puzzled them exceedingly, our having no wo-
men with us; together with our quiet conduct, and
unwarlike appearance. It was ridiculous enough to
see them stroking the sides, and patting the bellies of
the sajlors (who were certainly much improved in the

* See description of the Morai, in the preceding Chapter.
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sleekness of their looks, during our short stay in the
island), and telling them, partly by signs, and partly
by words, that it was time for them to go; but if
they would come again the next bread-fruit season,
they should be better able to supply their wants.
We had now been sixteen days in the bay; and
if our enormous consumption of hogs and vegetables
be considered, it need not be wondered, that they
should wish to see us take our leave. It is very pro-
bable, however, that Terreeoboo had no other view
i in his inquiries, at present, than a desire of making
P sufficient preparation for dismissing us with presents,
suitable to the respect and kindness with which he
had received us. For, on our telling him we should
leave the island on the next day but one, we observed,
that a sort of proclamation was immediately made
through the villages, to require the people to bring  °
in their hogs, and vegetables, for the kingto present
to the Orono on his departure.
: We were this day much diverted, at the beach, by
t ‘ the buffooneries of one of the natives. He held in
his hand an instrument of the sort described in the
. last volume *; some bits of sea-weed were tied round
i his. neck; and round each leg, a piece of strong net-
ting, about nine inches deep, on which a great number *
of dog’s teeth were loosely fastened in rows. His -
style of dancing was entirely burlesque, and accom-
panied with strange grimaces, and pantomimical dis-
tortions of the face; which, though at times inexpres-
sibly ridiculous, yet, on the whole, was without much
} meaning, or expression. Mr. Webber thought it
S worth his while to make a drawing of this person, as
y o exhibiting a tolerable specimen of the natives; the
C manner in which the maro is tied; the figure of the
t instrument before mentioned, and of the ornaments
S round the legs, which, at other times, we also saw

: used by their dancers.
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In the evening, we were again entertained with
wrestling and boxing matches; and we displayed, in
return, the few fireworks we had left. Nothing could

. be better calculated to excite the admiration of these
“islanders, and to tmpress them with an idea of our
- great superiority, than an exhibition of this kind.

Captain Cook has already described the extraordinary
effects of that which was made at Hapaee; and though
the present was, in every respect, infinitely inferior,
yet the astonishment of the natives was not less.

I have before mentioned, that the carpenters from

“both ships had been sent up the country to cut

-planks, for the head rail-work of the Resolution.

This was the third day since their departure; and
having received no intelligence from them, we began
to be very anxious for their safety. "We were com-
municating our apprehensions to old Kaoo, who ap-

- peared as much concerned as ourselves, and were

concerting measures with him for sending after them,
when they arrived all safe. They had been obliged

.to go farther into the country than was expected,

Ly

before they met with trees fit for their purpose; and
it was this circumstance, together with the badness
of the roads, and the difficulty of bringing back the
timber, which had detained them so long. They
spoke in high terms of their guides, who both sup-
plied them with provisions, and guarded their tools

~ with the utmost fidelity.

The next day being fixed for our departure, Ter-
reeoboo invited Captain Cook and myself to attend
him, on the 3d, to the place where Kaoo resided.

. On our arrival, we found the ground covered with

=
Bisds

i
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parcels of’ cloth; a vast quantity of red and yellow
teathers, tied to the fibres of cocoa-nut husks; and a
great number of hatchets, and other pieces of iron-
ware, that had been got in barter from us. At a
little distance from these lay an immense quantity
of vegetables, of every kind, and near them was a
large herd of hogs. At first, we imagined the whole
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to be intended as a present for us, till Kaireekeea in-
formed me, that it wasa gift, or tribute,{ from the
people of that district to the king; and, according-
ly, as soon as we were seated, they brought all the
bundles, and laid them severally at Terreeoboo’s feet ;
spreading out the cloth, and displaying the feathers
and iron-ware before him. The king seemed much
pleased with this mark of their duty; and having se-
lected about a third part of the iron-ware, the same
proportion of feathers, and a few pieces of cloth, these
were set aside by themselves; and the remainder of
the cloth, together with all the hogs and vegetables,
were afterward presented to Captain Cook, and -my-
self. 'We were astonished at the value and magnitude
of this present, which far exceeded every thing of the
kind we had seen, either at the Friendly or Society
Islands. Boats were immediately sent, to carry them
on board; the large hogs were picked out, to be
salted for sea-store; and upwards of thirty smaller
pigs, and the vegetables were divided between the
two crews.

The same day, we quitted the Morai, and got the
tents and astronomical instruments on board. The
charm of the Zaboo was now removed; and we had
no sooner left the place, than the natives rushed in
and searched eagerly about, in expectation of finding
something of value that we might have left behind.
As I happened to remain the last on shore, and wait-
ed for the return of the boat, several came crowding
about me, and having made me sit down by them, be-
gan to lament our separation. It was, indeed, not
without difficulty I was able to quit them. And
here, I hope, I may be permitted to relate a trifling
occurrence, in which I was principally concerned.
Having had the command of the party on shore, dur-
ing the whole time we wére in the bay, I had an op-
portunity of becoming better acquainted with the
natives, and of being better known to them, than
those whose duty required them to be generally or
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board. As I had every reason to be satisfied with
their kindness in general, so I cannot too often, nor
too particularly, mention theunbounded and constant
friendship of their priests.

On my part, I spared no endeavours to conciliate

their affections, and gain their esteem; and I had the
‘ good fortune to succeed so far, that, when the time
of our departure was made known, I was strongly
. solicited to remain behind, not without offers of the
most flattering kind. When I excused myself, by
. saying that Captain Cook would not give his con-
. sent, they proposed, that I should retire into the
. mountains; where, they said, they would conceal me,
" till after the departure of the ships; and, on my far-
 ther assuring them, that the Captain would not leave

_the bay without me, Terreeoboo and Kaoo waited
upon Captain Cook, whose son they supposed I was,
* with a formal request, that.I might be left behind.
The Captain, to avoid giving a positive refusal to an
offer so kindly intended, told them, that he could
not part with me at that time, but that he should re-
~.turn to the island next year, and would then en-
deavour to settle the matter to their satisfaction.
Early in the morning of the 4th, we unmoored,
-and sailed out of the bay, with the Discovery in com-
_pany, and were followed by a great number of canoes.
.Captain Cook’s design was to finish the survey of -
.Owhyhee, before he visited the other islands, in hopes
:of meeting with a road better sheltered than the bay
we had just left; and in case of not succeeding here,
_ he purposed to take a view of the south-east part of
Mowee, where the natives informed us we should
- find an excellent harbour.

We had calm weather all this and the following
day, which made our progress to the northward very
slow. We were accompanied by a great number of
. the natives in their canoes;yand Terreeoboo gave a
§ fresh proof of his friendship to Captain Cook, by
3 a large present of hogs and vegetables, that was sent
4 after him.
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In the night of the 5th, having a light breeze off
the land, we made some way to the northward; and
in the morning of the 6th, having passed the west-
ernmost point of the island, we found ourselves a-
breast of a deep bay, called by the natives Toe-yah-
yah. We had great hopes that this bay would fur-
nish us with a safe and commodious harbour, as we
saw, to the north-east, several fine streams of water;
and the whole had the appearance of being well shel-
tered. These observations agreeing with the accounts
given us by Koah, who accompanied Captain Cook,
and had changed his name, out of compliment to us,
into Britannee, the pinnace was hoisted out, and the
master, with Britannee for his guide, was sent to exa-
mine the bay, whilst the ships worked up after them.

In the afternoon, the weather became gloomy, and
the gusts of wind that blew off the land were so
violent, as to make it necessary to take in all the sails,
and bring to, under the mizen stay-sail. All the
canoes left us at the beginning of the gale; and Mr.
Bligh, on his return, had the satisfaction of saving an
old woman, and two men, whose canoe had been
overset by theviolence of the wind, as they were en-
deavouring to gain the shore. .Besides these distres-
sed people, we had a great many women on board,
whom the natives had left behind, in their hurry, to
shift for themselves.

The master reported to Captain Cook, that he had
landed at the only village he saw on the north side
of the bay, where he was directed to some wells of
water, but found they would by no means answer
our purpose; that he afterward proceeded farther into
the bay, which runs inland to a great depth, and
stretches toward the foot of’ a very conspicuous high
mountain, situated on the north-west end of the
island; but that instead of meeting with safe anchor-
age, as Britannee had taught him to expect, he found
the shores low and rocky, and a flat bed of coral rocks
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running along the coast, and extending upward of a
mile from the land ; on the outside of which, the depth
of water was twenty fathoms, over a sandy bot-

_ tom; and that, in the mean time, Britannee had con-

- trived to slip away, being afraid of returning, as we

- imagined, because his information had not proved

- true and successful.

In the evening, the weather being more moderate,

we again made sail ; but about midnight it blew so

violently, as to split both the fore and main-topsails.

% On the morning of the 7th, we bent fresh sails, and
: had fair weather, and a light breeze. At noon, the
: latitude, by observation, was 20° 1’ north, the west
- point of the island bearing south, 7° east, and the

.
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* north-west point north, 38° east. As we were, at
- this time, four or five leagues from the shore, and the

weather very unsettled, none of the canoes would
venture out, so that our guests were obliged to re-
main with us, much indeed to their dissatisfaction ;
for they were all sea-sick, and many of them had left
young children behind them.

In the afternoon, though the weather was still
squally, we stood in for the land, and being about
three leagues from it, we saw a canoe, with two men
paddling toward us, which we immediately conjec-
tured had been driven off the shore by the late
boisterous weather ; and therefore stopped the ship’s
way, in order to take themin. These poor wretches
were 30 entirely exhausted with fatigue, that had not
one of the natives on board, observing their weakness,
jumped into the canoe to their assistance, they would
scarcely have been able to fasten it to the rope we
had thrown out for that purpose. It was with diffi-
culty we got them up the ship’s side, together with a
child, about four years old, which they had lashed
under the thwarts of the canoe, where it had lain
with only its head above water. They told us, they
had left the shore the morning before, and had been,
from that time, without food or water. The usual
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precautions were taken in giving them victuals, and
the child being committed to the care of one of the
women, we found them all next morning perfectly
recovered.

At midnight, a gale of wind came on, which
obliged us to double reef the topsails, and get down
the top-gallant yards. On the 8th, at day-break, we
found, that the foremast had again given way, the
fishes which were put on the head, in King George’s
or Nootka Sound, on the coast of America, being
sprung, and the parts so very defective, as to make
it absolutely necessary to replace them, and, of course,
to unstep the mast. In this difficulty, Captain Cook
was for some time in doubt, whether he should run
the chance of meeting with a harbour in the islands
to leeward, or return to Karakakooa. That bay was
not so remarkably commodious, in any respect, but
that a better might probably be expected, both for
the purpose of repairing the masts, and for procuring
refreshments, of which, it was imagined, that the
neighbourhood of Karakakooa had been already pretty
well drained. On the other hand, it was considered
as too great arisk to leave a place that was tolerably
sheltered, and which, once left, could not be regained,
for the mere hopes of meeting with a better; the
failure of which might perhaps have left us without
resource.

We thetfefore continued standing on toward the
land, in order to give the natives an opportunity of
releasing their friends on board from ‘their confine-
ment’; and, at noon, being within a mile of the shore,
a few canoes came off to us, but so crowded with
people, that there was not room in them for any of

- our guests ; we therefore hoisted out the pinnace to

~ carry them on shore ; and the master, who went with

them, had directions to examine the south coasts of
the bay for water ; but returned without finding any.

The winds being variable, and a current setting
strong to the northward, we made but little progress
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“ in our return ; and at eight o’clock in the evening of
. the 9th, it began to blow very hard from the south-
. east, which obliged us to close reef the topsails ; and
< at two in the morning of the 10th, in a heavy squall,
% we found ourselves close in with the breakers, that

lie to the northward of the west point of Owhyhee.

E We had just room to haul off, and avoid them, and

-sifired several guns to apprize the Discovery of the

-5 danger.

% In the forenoon, the weather was more moderate,
“;,;;a‘nd a few canoes came off to us, from which we learnt,
that the late storms had done much mischief; and
‘Zhat several large canoes had been lost. During the
gemainder of the day we kept beating to windward,
‘@nd, before night, we were within a mile of the bay ;
sut not choosing to run on, while it was dark, we
sstood off and on till day-light next morning, when
swe dropt anchor nearly in the same place as before.

L T
S A,

r

3
3
§
1
:

K3

o

VOL. VII,




R R T

e R o e IO PN

e

p—,

B

> (e v o e e e
<

P

COOK’S VOYAGE TO

CHAP. IIIL.

SUSPICIOUS BEHAVIOUR OF THE NATIVES, ON OUR RETURN TO
KARAKAKOOA BAY. — THEFT ON BOARD THE DISCOVERY, AND
1TS CONSEQUENCES.—— THE PINNACE ATTACKED, AND THE
CREW OBLIGED TO QUIT HER. — CAPTAIN COOK’S OBSERVA-
TIONS ON THE OCCASION.—ATTEMPT AT THE OBSERVATORY.
~— THE CUTTER OF THE DISCOVERY STOLEN. — MEASURES
TAKEN BY CAPTAIN COOK FOR ITS RECOVERY. — GOES ON
SHORE, TO INVITE THE KING ON BOARD. — THE KING, BEING
STOPPED BY‘W.LFE AND THE CHIEFS, A CONTEST ARISES.
— NEWS ARRIVE OF .ONE OF THE CHIEFS BEING KILLED BY
ONE OF OUR PEOPLE. — FERMENT ON THIS OCCASION. — ONE
OF THE CHIEFS THREATENS CAPTAIN COOK, AND IS SHOT
BY HIM. —GENERAL ATTACK BY THE NATIVES. — DEATH OF
CAPTAIN COOK.— ACCOUNT OF THE CAPTAIN’S SERVICES, AND
A SKETCH OF HIS CHARACTER. ’

Wk were employed the whole of the 11th and part

of the 12th, in getting out the foremast, and sending
it with the carpenters, on shore. Besidesthe damage
which the head of the mast had sustained, we found
the heel exceedingly rotten, having a large hole up
the middle of it, capable of holding four or five cocoa-
nuts. It was not, however, thought necessary to
shorten it; and fortunately, the logs of red toa-wood,
which had been cut at Eimeo, for anchor-stocks, were
found fit to replace the sprung parts of the fishes. As
these repairs were likely to take up several days, Mr.
Bayly and myself got the astronomical apparatus on
shore, and pitched our tents on the Morai ; having
with us a guard of a corporal and six marines. - We
renewed our friendly correspondence with the priests,
who, for the greater security of the workmen, and
their tools, Zabooed the place where the mast lay,
sticking their wands round it, as before. The sail-
makers were also sent on shore, to repair the damages
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" which had taken place in their department during
the late gales. They were lodged in a house adjoin-
“ing to the Morai, that was lent us by the priests.
:Such were our arrangements on shore. I shall now
. zproceed to the account of those other transactions
#with the natives, which led, by degrees, to the fatal
# catastrophe of the 14th.

% Upon coming to anchor, we were surprised to find
2 our reception very different from what it had been on
Zour first arrival ; no shouts, no bustle, no confusion ;
“but a solitary bay, with only here and there a canoe
“stealing close along the shore. The impulse of cu-
iriosity, which had before operated to so great a de-
gree, might now indeed be supposed to have ceased ;
-but the hospitable treatment we had invariably met
“with, and the friendly footing on which we parted,
. gave us some reason to expect, that they would again

3 have flocked about us with great joy, on our return.
Z& We were forming various conjectures upon the
-§ occasion of this extraordinary appearance, when our
§# anxiety was at length relieved by the return of a boat,
-§ which had been sent on shore, and brought us word,
4 that Terreeoboo way/ absent, and had left the bay
3 under the faboo. Though this account appeared very
% satisfactory to most of us; yet others were of opinion,
2 or rather, perhaps, have been led, by subsequent
# events, to imagine, that there was something at this
# time very suspicious in the behaviour of the natives;
% and that the interdiction of all intercourse with us, on
4 pretence of the king’s absence, was only to give him
_ & time to consult with his chiefs in what manner it
£ might be proper to treat us. Whether these suspi-
4 cions were well founded, or the account given by the
natives was the truth, we were never able to ascertain.
_ For though it is not improbable that our sudden re-
.+ turn, for which they could see no apparent cause, and
3 the necessity of which we afterward found it very dif-
§ ficult to make them comprehend, might occasion
some alarm; yet the unsuspicious conduct of Terree-
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oboo, who, on his supposed arrival, the mnext
morning, came immediately to visit Captain Cook,
and the consequent return of the natives to their
former. friendly intercourse with us, are strong proofs
that they neither meant nor apprehended any change
of conduct. :

In support of this opinion, I may add the account
of another accident, precisely of the same kind,
which happened to us on our first visit, the day be-
fore the arrival of the king. A native had sold a hog
on board the Resolution, and taken the price agreed
on, when Pareea passing by, advised the man not
to part with the hog without an advanced price.
For this he was sharply spoken to, and pushed
awag? and the taboo being soon after laid on the bay,
we had at first no doubt, but that it was in conse-
quence of the offence given to the chief. Both
these accidents serve to show how very difficult it is
to draw any certain conclusion from the actions of
people, with whose customs, as well as language, we
are so imperfectly acquainted; at the same time, some
idea may be formed from them of the difficulties, at
the first view, perhaps, not very apparent, which
those have to encounter, who, in all their transactions
with these strangers, have to steer their course amidst
so much uncertainty, where a trifling error may be
attended with even the most fatal consequences.
However true or false our conjectures may be, things
went on in their usual quiet course, till the afternoon
of the 13th.

"Toward the evening of that day, the officer who
commanded the watering-party of the Discovery
c#me to inform me, that several chiefs had assembled
at the well near the beach, driving away the native
whom he had hired to assist the sailors in rolling down
the casks to the shore. He told me, at the same
time, that he thought their behaviour extremely sus
picious, and that they meant to give him some farther
disturbance. At his request, therefore, I sent a ma
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rine along with him, but suffered him to take only his
side-arms. In a short time the officer returned, and,
on his acquainting me that the islanders had armed
 themselves with stones and were growing very tumul-
2 tuous, I went myself to the spot, attended by a ma-
¥ rine, with his musket. Seeing us approach, they
z threw away their stones, and, on.my speaking to
some of the chiefs, the mob were driven away, and
those who chose it, were suffered to assist in filling
:the casks. Having left things quiet here, I went to
: meet Captain Cook, whom I saw coming on shore,
.in the pinnace. I related to him what had just passed;
~and he ordered me, in case of their beginning to
,-throw stones, or behave insolently, immediately to
‘fire a ball at the offenders. I accordingly gave or-
- “ders to the corporal, to have the pieces of the senti-
snels loaded with ball, instead of small shot.
. Soon after our return to the tents, we were alarmed
ZDby a continued fire of muskets from the Discovery,
.; which we observed to be directed at a canoe, that we
“gsaw paddling toward the shore in great haste, pur-
Asued by one of our small boats. We immediately
sconcluded, that the firing was in consequence of some
gtheft, and Captain Cook ordered me to follow him
2with a marine armed, and to endeavour to seize the
gpeople as they came on shore. Accordingly we ran
Jtoward the place where we supposed the canoe would
and, but were too late ; the people having quitted
t, and made their escape into the country before oux
Farrival. '
2 We were at this time ignorant, that the goods had
“#been already restored; and as we thought it probable,
&rom the circumstances we had at first observed, that
$hey might be of importance, were unwilling to re-
“#inquish our hopes of recovering them. Having
‘$herefore inquired of the natives, which way the
gpeople had fled, we followed them till it was near
ark, when judging ourselves to be about three miles
‘#rom the tents, and suspecting that the natives, who
D 3
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frequently encouraged us in the pursuit, were amusing
us with false information, we thought it in vain to
continue our search any longer, and returned to the
beach.

During our absence, a difference of a more serious
and unpleasant nature had happened. The officer,
who had been sent in the small boat, and was return-
ing on board with the goods which had been re-
stored, observing Captain Cook and me engaged in
the pursuit of the offenders, thought it his duty to
seize the canoe, which was left drawn up on -the
shore. Unfortunately, this canoe belonged to Pareea,
who arriving, at the same moment, from on board
the Discovery, claimed his property, with many pro-
testations of his innocence. The officer refusing to
give it up, and being joined by the crew of the pin-
nace, which was waiting for Captain Cook, a scuffle
ensued, in which Pareea was knocked down by a
violent blow on the head with an oar. The natives,
who were collected about the spot, and had hitherto
been peaceable spectators, immediately attacked our
people with such a shower of' stones as forced them
~ to retreat with great precipitation, and swim off to

g a rock, at some distance from the shore. The pin-
’ nace was immediately ransacked by the islanders ;
‘ and, but for the time{y interposition of Pareea, who
i seemed to bave recovered from the blow, and forgot

! it at the same instant, would soon have been entirely

‘ demolished. Having driven away the crowd, he
made signs to our people, that they might come and
take possession of the pinnace, and that he would en-
deavour to get back the things which had been taken
out of it.  After their departure, he followed them
in his canoe, with a midshipman’s cap, and some
other trifling articles of the plunder, and, with much
apparent concern at what had happened, asked, if the
, Orono would kill him, and whether he would permit
i : him to come on board the next day ? On being as-
X sured that he should be well received, he joined
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noses (as their custom is) with the officers, in token
of friendship, and paddled over to the village of
Kowrowa.

When Captain Cook was informed of what had
< passed, he expressed much uneasiness at it, and as
% we were returning on board, I am afraid,” said he,
¢« that these people will oblige me to use some vio-
- ¢lent meastres ; for,”” he added,  they must not be
_ < left to imagine that they have gained an advantage
. “over us.” However, as it was too late to take any
" steps this evening, he contented himself with giving
“:orders, that every man and woman on board should
~be immediately turned out of the ship. As soon as
this order was executed I returned on shore; and
‘our former confidence in the natives being now much
. abated, by the events of the day, I posted a double
7guard on the Morai, with orders to call me, if they
:saw any men lurking about the beach. At about
+ eleven o’clock, five islanders were observed creeping
2 round the bottom of the Morai ; they seemed very
 cautious in approaching us, and, at last, finding
" 2 themselves discovered, retired out of sight. About
% midnight, one of them venturing up close to the ob-
£ servatory, the sentinel fired over him ; on which the
3 men fled, and we passed the remainder of the night

% without farther disturbance.
% Next morning, at day-light, I went on board the
»g Resolution for the time-keeper, and, in my way, was
“ hailed by the Discovery, and informed that their
4 cutter had been stolen during the night from the

“# buoy where it was moored.
‘@  When I arrived on board, I found the marines arm-
ging, and Captain Cook loading his double-barrelled
3gun. Whilst I was relating to him what had hap-
‘pened to us in the night, he interrupted me with
- ,some eagerness, and acquainted me with the loss of
-; the Discovery’s cutter, and with the preparations he
# was making for its recovery. It had been his usual
practice, whenever any thing of consequence was

D 4
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lost at any of the islands in this ocean, to get the -
king, or some of the principal Erees, on board, an.d
to keep them as hostages till it was restored. This
method, which had been always attended with suc-
cess, he meant to pursue on the present occasion ;
and, at the same time, had given orders to stop all
the canoes that should attempt to leave the bay,
with an intention of seizing and destroying them, if
he could not recover the cutter by peaceable means.
Accordingly the boats of both ships, well manned
and armed, were stationed across the bay ; and, be-
: fore I left the ship, some great guns had been fired
j = at two large canoes, that were attempting to make 4
' their escape. g
It was between seven and eight o’clock when we s
quitted the ship together ; Captain Cook in the pin-
nace, having Mr. Phillips and nine marines with
him ; and myselfin the small boat. The last orders
I received from him were, to quiet the minds of the
: natives, on our side of the bay, by assuring them
. they should not be hurt ; to keep my people together;
A and to be on my guard. We then parted : the cap-
tain went toward Kowrowa, where the king resided ;
and I proceeded to the beach. -My first care, on
going ashore, was to give strict orders to the marines
to remain within their tent, to load their pieces with _
ball, and notto quit theirarms. Afterward Itook awalk
to the huts of old Kaoo, and the priests, and ex-
plained to them, as well as I could, the object of the
hostile preparations, which had exceedingly alarmed
o them. I found, that they had already heard of the
oo cutter’s being stolen, and I assured them, that
. though Captain Cook was resolved to recover it, and
i to punish the authors of the theft, yet that they, and
C the people of the village on our side, need not be
under the smallest apprehension of suffering any evil
from us. T desired the priests to explain this to the
. , people, and to tell them not to be alarmed, but to
O continue peaceable and quiet. Kaoo asked me, with

e

g S v o o

@ emn o crmmesm

Rr——
P

e

A o v an s

s

Raliat PRI
L o oo e

e y—

IR TR )

. L
R S
e " Y

RTTNT 4
L B e el P L

o i‘?i'&’ "
Dot
—

3
¥
ES

i




o
THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 41

great earnestness, if Terreeoboo was to be hurt? I
assured him, he was not; and both he and the rest
" of his brethren seemed much satisfied with this as-
. surance.
¢ In the mean time, Captain Cook having called
f§off the launch, which was stationed at the north
* point of the bay, and taken it along with him, pro-
ceeded to Kowrowa, and landed with the lieutenant
and nine marines. He immediately marched into
the village, where he was received with the usual
% marks of respect ; the people prostrating themselves
- «before him, and bringing their accustomed offerings
>of small hogs. Finding that there was no suspicion
“~of his design, his next step was to inquire for Ter-
" sreeoboo and the two boys, his sons, who had been
-his constant guests on board the Resolution. In a
:short time, the boys returned along with the natives,
Z*who had been sent in search of them, and imme-
% diately led Captain Cook to the house where the king
. had slept. They found the old man just awoke from
% sleep ; and after a short conversation about the loss
£ of the cutter, from which Captain Cook was con-
§ vinced that he was in no wise privy to it, he invited
3 him to return in the boat, and spend the day on
3 board the Resolution. To this proposal the king
readily consented, and immediately got up to accom-

‘§pany him.

¢ Things were in this prosperous train, the two boys
Zbeing already in the pinnace, and the rest of the
% party having advanced near the water-side, when an
4 elderly woman called Kaneekabareea, the mother of
“the boys, and ong of the king’s favourite wives, came
after him, and with many tears and entreaties, be-
sought him not to go on board. At the same time,

1Iwo chiefs who came along with her, laid hold of

him, and insisting that he should go no farther,
é‘;forc.ed him to sit down. The natives, who were col-
zlecting in prodigious numbers along the shore, and
4 had probably been alarmed by the-firing of the great

4
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guns, and the appearances of hostility in the bay,
began to throng round Captain Cook and their king.
In this situation, the lieutenant of marines observing
that his men were huddled close together in the
crowd, and thus incapable of using their arms, if
any occasion should require it, proposed to the cap-
tain to draw them up along the rocks, close to the
water’s edge ; and the crowd readily making way for
them to pass, they were drawn up in a line, at the
distance of about thirty yards from the place where
the king was sitting.

All this time the old king remained on the ground,
with the strongest marks of terror and dejection in
his countenance. Captain Cook, not willing to
abandon the object for which he had come on shore,
continuing to urge him, in the most pressing man-
ner, to proceed ; whilst, on the other hand, when-
ever the king appeared inclined to follow him, the
chiefs, who stood round him, interposed at first with
prayers and entreaties, but afterward, having re-
course to force and violence, insisted on his staying
where he was. Captain Cook, therefore, finding that
the alarm had spread too generally, and that it was
in vain to think any longer of getting him oft’ with-
out bloodshed, at Iast gave up the point; observing
to Mr. Phillips, that it would be impossible to com-
pel him to go on board, without the risk of killing
a great number of the inhabitants.

Though the enterprise which had carried Cap-
tain Cook on shore had now failed, and was aban-
doned, yet his person did not appear to have been
in the least danger, till an accident happened, which
gave a fatal turn to the affair. The boats which
had been stationed across the bay, having fired at
some canoes that were attempting to get out, un-
fortunately had killed a chief of the first rank. The
news of his death arrived at the village where Cap-
tain Cook was, just as he had left the king, and was
walking slowly toward the shore. The ferment it
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- occasioned was very conspicuous; the women and
children were immediately sent off; and the men
_put on their war-mats, and armed themselves with
é spears and stones. One of the natives, ha..vmg in
%* his hands a stone, and a long iron spike (which they
¢ call a pahooa), came up to the Captain, flourishing
1 his weapon, by way of defiance, and threatening to
“ throw the stone. The Captain desired him to de-
sist ; but the man persisting in his insolence, he was
. atlength provoked to fire a load of small-shot. The
.~z man having his mat on, which the shot were not able
i to penetrate, this had no other effect than to irritate
wand encourage them. Several stones were thrown
‘at the marines; and one of the Erees attempted to
“:stab Mr. Phillips with his pakooa, but failed in the
;attempt, and received from him a blow with the butt
- send of his musket. Captain Cook now fired his
-% second barrel, loaded with ball, and killed one of
- the foremost of the natives. A general attack with:
., stones immediately followed, which was answered
2 by a discharge of musketry from the marines, and
% the people in the boats. The islanders, contrary to
4 the expectations of every one, stood the fire with
‘§ great firmness ; and before the marines had time to
3 re-load, they broke in upon them with dreadful shouts
£ and yells. What followed was a scene of the ut-
4 most horror and confusion.
8 Four of the marines were cut off amongst the
:4 rocks in their retreat, and fell a sacrifice to the fury
3 of the enemy; three more were dangerously wounded;;
and the Lieutenant, who had received a stab
2 between the shoulders with a pakooa, having for-
§ tunately reserved his fire, shot the man who had
2 wounded him just as he was going to repeat his
~ blow. Our unfortunate Commander, the last time
he was seen distinctly, was standing at the water’s
-3 edge, and calling out to the boats to cease firing,
¢ and to pull in. If it be true, as some of those who
were present have imagined, that the marines and
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boat-men had fired without his orders, and that he
was desirous of preventing any further bloodshed,
it is not improbable that his humanity, on this oc-
casion, proved fatal to him. For it was remarked,
that whilst he faced the natives, none of them had
offered him any violence, but that having turned
about, to give his orders to the boats, he was stabbed
in the back, and fell with his face into the water.
On seeing him fall, the islanders set up a great
shout, and his body was immediately dragged on
shore, and surrounded by the enemy, who snatching
the daggers out of each other’s hands, shewed a
savage eagerness to have a share in his destruction.

Thus fell our great and excellent Commander !
After a life of so much distinguished and successful
enterprise, his death, as far as regards himself, can-
not be reckoned premature ; since he lived to finish
the great work for which he seems to have been de-
signed ; and was rather removed from the enjoyment,
than cut off from the acquisition of glory. How
sincercly his loss was felt and lamented by those
who had so long found their general security in his
skill and conduct, and every consolation, under their
hardships, in his tenderness and humanity, it is
neither necessary nor possible for me to describe ;
much less shall I attempt to paint the horror with
which we were struck, and the universal dejection
and dismay which followed so dreadful and un-
expected a calamity. The reader will not be
displeased to turn from so sad a scene, to the con-
templation of his character and virtues, whilst I am

aying my last tribute to the memory of a dear and
Konoured friend, in a short history of his life, and
public services.

Captain James Cook was born near Whitby, in
Yorkshire, in the year 1727; and, at an early age,
was put apprentice to a shopkeeper in a neighbour-
ing village. His natural inclination not having been
consulted on this occasion, he soon quitted the

'

Do
DR -




'

! Lv&«ik,_@bngﬂ;,, e

1779. THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 45

counter from disgust, and bound himself, for nine
vears, to the master of a vessel in the coal trade.
‘At the breaking out of the war in 1755, he entered
into the king’s service on board the Eagle, at that
time commanded by Captain Hamer, and afterward
by Sir Hugh Palliser, who soon discovered his merit,
and introduced him on the quarter-deck.

In the year 1758, we find him master of the Nor-
thumberland, the flag-ship of Lord Colville, who
had then the command of the squadron stationed on

: the coast of America. It was here, as I have often
 heard him say, that, during a hard winter, he first
. read Euclid, and applied himself to the study of
> mathematics and astronomy, without any other as-
% sistance, than what a few books and his own in-
- dustry afforded him. At the same time that he
* thus found means to cultivate and improve hig mind

and to supply the deficiencies of an early education,
he was engaged in most of the busy and active
scenes of the war in America. At the siege of
Quebec, Sir Charles Saunders committed to his

" charge the execution of services of the first im-

gortance in- the naval department. He piloted the
oats to the attack of Montmorency ; conducted the
embarkation to the Heights of Abraham; examined
the passage, and laid buoys for the security of the
large ships in proceeding up the river. The courage
and address with which he acquitted himself in
these services, gained him the warm friendship of
Sir Charles Saunders and Lord Colville, who con-
tinued to patronize him during the rest of their
lives with the greatest zeal and affection. At the
conclusion of the war, he was appointed, through
the recommendation of' Lord Colville and Sir Hugh
Palliser, to survey the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and
the coasts of Newfoundland. In this employment
he continued till the year 1767, when he was fixed
on by Sir Edward Hawke, to command an expedi-
tion to the South Seas; for the purpose of observing
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the transit of Penus, and prosecuting discoveries in
that part of the globe.

From this period, as his services are too well known
to require a recital here, so his reputation has pro-
portionably advanced to a height too great to be
affected by my panegyric. Indeed, he appears to
have been most eminently and peculjarly qualified
for this species of enterprize. The earliest habits
of his life, the course of his services, and the con-
stant application of his mind, all conspired to fit him
for it, and gave him a degree of professional know-
ledge, which can fall to the lot of very few.

The constitution of his body was robust, inured
to labour, and capable of undergoing the severest
hardships. His stomach bore, without difficulty, the
coarsest and most ungrateful food. Indeed, tem-
perance in him was scarcely a virtue; so great was
the indifference with which he submitted to every
kind of self-denial. The qualities of his mind were
of the same hardy, vigorous kind with those of his
body. His understanding was strong and perspi-
‘cacious. His judgment, in whatever related to the
services he was engaged in, quick and sure. His
designs were bold and manly ; and both in the con-
ception, and in the mode of execution, bore evident
marks of a great original genius. His courage was cool
and determined, and accompanied with an admirable
presence of mind in the moment of danger.  His
manners were plain and unaffected. His temper
might perhaps have been justly blamed as subject
to hastiness and passion had not these been disarmed
by a disposition the most benevolent and humane.

Such were the outlines of Captain Cook’s cha-
racter ; but its most distinguishing feature was that
unremitting perseverance in the pursuit of his object,
which was not only superior to the opposition of
dangers, and the pressure of hardships, but even ex-
empt from the want of ordinary relaxation. During
the long and tedious voyages in which he was. en-

Sy o
RN

© g e e

=

#,

i ﬁ&,‘i%%/ SIS
(e 3 =V =¥

O &




1779, THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

gaged, his eagerness and activity were never in the

- least abated. No incidental temptation could detain
- him for amoment; even those intervals of recreation,
; which sometimes unavoidably occutred, and were
g looked for by us with a longing, that persons who
< have experienced the fatigues of service will readily
% excuse, were submitted to by him with a certain im-

patience, whenever they could not be employed in

making further provision for the more effectual pro-
. secution of his designs.

= It is not necessary, here, to enumerate the in-

< stances in which these qualites were displayed,
- s;during the great and important enterprizes in which
:he was engaged. I shall content myself with stating
“the result of those services, under the two principal
-heads to which they may be refeired, those of
» geography and navigation, placing each in a separate
: and distinct point of view. >

-~ Perhaps no science ever received greater additions
- from the labour of a single man, than geography has
4 done from those of Captain Cook. In his first voyage
. to the South Seas, he discovered the Society Islands ;
% determined the insularity of New Zealand ; dis-
3 covered the straits which separate the two islands,
% and are called after his name ; and made a complete
3 survey of both. He afterward explored the eastern
3§ coast of New Holland, hitherto unknown; an extent
F of twenty-seven degrees of latitude, or upward of two
.& thousand miles.

3 - In his second expedition, he resolved the great
3 problem of a southern continent ; having traversed
4 that hemisphere between the latitudes of 40° and
'3 70% in such a manner as not to leave a possibility
- Jof its existence, unless near the pole, and out of the

“reach of navigation. During tﬂis voyage he dis-
~ covered New Caledonia, the largest island in the
# Southern Pacific, except New Zealand ; the island
3§ of Georgia ; and an unknown coast, which he named _

4
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Sandwich Land, the thule of the Southern hemis.
phere ; and having twice visited the tropical seas, he
settled the situations of the old, and made several
new discoveries.

But the voyage we are now relating is distin.
guished above all the rest by the extent and import-
ance of its discoveries. Besides several smaller
islands in the Southern Pacific, he discovered, to
the north of the equinoctial line, the group called
the Sandwich Islands; which, from their situation
and productions, bid fairer for becoming an object
of consequence, in the system of European navi.
gation, than any other discovery in the South Sea.
He afterward explored what had hitherto remained
unknown of the western coast of America, from the
latitude of 43° to 70° north, containing an extent of
three thousand five hundred miles ; ascertained the
proximity of the two great continents of Asia and
America ; passed the straits between them, and
surveyed the coast, on each side, to such a height of
northern latitude, as to demonstrate the impractica-
bility of a passage in that hemisphere, from the
Atlantic into'the Pacific Ocean, either by an eastern
or a western course. In short, if we except the sea
of Amur, and the Japanese Archipelago, which still
remain imperfectly known to Europeans, he has com.-
pleted the hydrography of the habitable globe.

As a navigator, his services were not perhaps less
splendid ; certainly not less important and meri.
torious. The method which he discovered, and so
successfully pursued of preserving the health of sea.
men, forms a new @ra in navigation, and will trans.
mit his name to future ages amongst the friends and
benefactors of mankind.

Those who are conversant in naval history need
not be told at how dear a rate the advantages” which
have been sought through the medium of long
voyages at sea have always been purchased. That
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dreadful disorder which is peculiar to this service,
and whose ravages have marked the tracks of dis-
foverers with circumstances almost too shocking to
Felate, must, without exercising an unwarrantable
yranny over the lives of our seamen, have proved
fan insuperable obstacle to the prosecution of" such
tenterprizes. It was reserved for Captain Cook to
show the world, by repeated trials, that voyages
‘might be protracted to the unusual length of three
for even-four years, in unknown regions, and under
gevery change and rigour of climate, not only without
affecting the health, but even without diminishing
‘ghe probability of life in the smallest degree. The
g)ethod he pursued has been fully explained by him-
#elf in a paper which was read before the Royal
Society, in the year 1776 *; and whatever improve-
#ments the experience of the present voyage has sug-
igested, are mentioned in their proper places.
- With respect to his professional abilities, I shall
jleave them to the judgment of those who are best
gacquainted with the nature of the services in which
ghe was engaged. They will readily acknowledge,
_fthat to have conducted three expeditions of so much
‘@danger and difficulty, of so unusual a length, and in
fsuch a variety of situation, with uniform and -in-
ariable success, must have required not only a
horough and accurate knowledge of his business,
gbut a powerful and comprehensive genius, fruitful
#n resources, and equally ready in the application of
Pwhatever the higher and inferior calls of the service
Fequired.
g Having given the most faithful account I have
gbeen able to collect, both from my own observation,
s@nd the relations of others, ot the death ot iny ever-
“honoured friend, and also of his character and ser-

& < Sir Godfrey Copley's gold medal was adjudged to him, on
ABthat occasion.
VOL. VI
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vices ; I shall now leave his memory to the gratitude
and admiration of posterity; accepting, with a melan.
choly satisfaction, the honour, which the loss of him
hath procured me, of seeing my name joined with
his ; and of testifying that affection and respect for
his memory, which, whilst he lived, it was no less my
inclination, than my constant study, to show him.

YRS sr i vheeer ,
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CHAP. 1IV.

ANSACTIONS AT OWHYHEE SUBSEQUENT TO THE DEATH
X OF CAPTAIN COOK.— GALLANT BEHAVIOUR OF THE LIEU-
3'I'ENA.‘«"I‘ OF MARINES. — DANGEROUS SITCATION OF THE
3 PARTY AT THE MORAI.— BRAVERY OF ONE OF THE NA-
%‘TIVES.—CO.\YSULTATXON RESPECTING FUTURE MEASURES.
5 — DEMAND OF THE BODY OF CAPTAIN COOK.— EVASIVE
M AND INSIDIOUS CONDUCT OF KOAH, AND THE CHIEFS, —
T NSOLENT BEHAVIOUR OF THE NATIVES. — PROMOTION
2}‘ OFFICERS.— ARRIVAL OF TwWO PRIESTS WITH PART OF
“7IHE BODY.— EXTRAORDINARY BEHAVIOUR OF TWO BOYS.
*—BURNING OF THE VILLAGE OF KAKOOA.— UNFORTU-
QNATE DESTRUCTION OF THE DWELLINGS OF THE PRIESTS.
2—— RECOVERY OF THE BONES OF CAPTAIN COOK.— DEPAR-
‘iTURE FROM KARAKAKOOA BAY.

ir has been already related that four of the marines

ho attended Captain Cook were killed by the
anders on the spot. The rest, with Mr. Philips,
eir lieutenant, threw themselves into the water,
d escaped, under cover of a smart fire from the
ats. On this occasion, a remarkable instance of
llant behaviour, and of affection for his men, was
wn by that officer. For he had scarcely got into
boat, when, seeing one of the marines, who was
bad swimmer, struggling in the water, and in
ger of being taken by the enemy, he immediately
ped into the sea to his assistance, though much
unded himself’; and after receiving a blow on the
d from a stone, which had nearly sent him to the
tom, he caught the man by the hair, and brought
safe off.
®0ur people continued for some time to keep up a
nstant fire from the boats (which, during the whole
@nsaction, were not more than twenty yards from
 land), in order to afford their unfortunate com-
r 2
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panions, if any of them should still remain alive, an
opportunity of escaping. These efforts, seconded
by a few guns, that were fired at the same time,
from the Resolution, having forced the natives at
last to retire, a small boat, manned by five of our
voung midshipmen, pulled toward the shore, where
they saw the bodies, without any signs of life, lying
on the ground ; but judging it dangerous to attempt
to bring them off, with so small a force, and their
ammunition being nearly expended, they returned to
the ships, leaving them in possession of the islanders,
together with ten stands of" arms.

As soon as the general consternation, which the
news of this calamity occasioned throughout botl
crews, had a little subsided, their - attention was
called to our party at the Morai, where the mast
and sails were on shore, with a guard of only six
marines. I, is impossible for me to describe the
emotions of my own mind, during the’time these
transactions had been carrying on at the other side
of the bay. Being at the distance only of a shor
mile from the village of Kowrowa, we could see

distinctly an immense crowd collected on the spot .}

where Captain Cook had just before landed. We
heard the firing of the musketry, and could perceive

some extraordinary bustle and’ agitation in the mul _{

titude. We afterward saw the natives flying, the
boats retire from the shore, and passing and repassing,
in great stillness, between the sﬁips. I must confess
that my heart soon misgave me. Where a life %

dear and valuable was concerned, it was impossibl -

not to be alarmed, by appearances both new an
threatening. But, besides this, I knew that a long
and uninterrupted course of success, in his transac
tions with the natives of these seas, had given the
Captain a degree of confidence, that I was alwa:
fearful might, at some unlucky moment, put him tos
much off his guard ; and I now saw all the dangers
which that confidence might lead, without receiving
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Smuch consolation from considering the experience
that had given rise to it. ‘

b My first care, on hearing the muskets fired, was,
assure the people, who were assembled in con-
derable numbers round the wall of our consecrated
eld, and seemed equally at a loss with ourselves how
account for what they had seen and heard, that
ey should not be molested; and that, at all events,
was desirous of continuing on peaceable terms with
them. We remained in this posture, till the boats had
turned on board, when Captain Clerke, observing,
rough his telescope, that'we were surrounded by
e natives, and apprehending they meant to attack
ordered two four pounders to be fired at them.
Mrtunately these guns, though well aimed, did no
schief, and yet gave the natives a convincing proof
their power. One of the balls broke a cocoa-nut
e in the middle, under which a party of them were
ting; and the other shivered a rock, that stood in
exact line with them. As I had, just before, given
them the strongest assurances of their safety, I was
gxceedingly mortified at this act of hostility; and, to
event a repetition of it, immediately dispatched a
goat to acquaint Captain Clerke, that, at present, I
Was on the most friendly terms with the natives; and
Pat, if occasion should hereafter arise for altering my
. gpnduct toward them, I would hoist a jack, as a sig-
1 for him to afford us all the assistance in his power.
B We expected the return of the boat with the ut-
§ost impatience ; and after remaining a quarter of an
pur under the most torturing anxiety and suspense,
r fears were at length confirmed, by the arrival of
r. Bligh, with orders to strike the tents as quickly
possible, and to send the sails, that were repairing,
@R board. Just at the same moment, our friend
Wpireekeea having also received intelligence of the
geath of Captain Cook from a native, who had ar-
gved from the other side of the bay, came -to me
E 3
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with great sorrow and dejection in his countenance,
to inquire if it was true?

Our situation was, at this time, extremely critical
and important. Not only our own lives, but the event
of the expedition, and the return of at least one of
the ships, being involved in the same common dan.
ger. We had the mast of the Resolution, and the

. greatest part of our sails, on shore, under the protec-

tion of only six marines: their loss would have been
irreparable; and though the natives had not as yet
shown the smallest disposition to molest us, yet it'was
impossible to answer for the alteration which the
news of the transaction at Kowrowa might produce.
I therefore thought it prudent to dissemble my be.
lief of the death of Captain Cook, and to desire
Kaireekeea to discourage the report; lest either the
fear of our resentment, or the successful example of
their countrymen, might lead them to-seize the fav-
ourable opportunity, which at this time offered itself
of giving usa second blow. At the same time I advised
him to bring old Kaoo, and the rest of the priests,
into a large house that was close to the Mora: ; partly
out of regard to their safety, in case it should have
been found necessary to proceed to extremities; and
partly to have him near us, in order to make use of
his authority with the people, if it conld be instru-
mental in preserving peace.

Having placed the marines on the top of the .Morai,
which formed a strong and advantageous post, and
left the command with Mr. Bligh, giving him the
most positive directions to act entirely on the defen-
sive, I went on board the Discovery, in order to re-
present to Captain? Clerke the dangerous situation of
our affairs.  As soon as I quitted the spot, the natives
began to annoy our people with stones; and I had
scarcely reached the ship, before I heard the firing of
the marines. I therefore returned instantly on shore,
where 1 found things growing every moment more
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alarming. The natives were arming, and putting on
their mats; and their numbers increased very fast.
I could also perceive several large bodies marching
ward us, along the cliff which separates the village
& Kakooa from the north side of the bay, where the
#illage of Kowrowa is situated.
% They began, at first, to attack us with stones from
Behind the walls of their inclosures, and finding no
- resistance on our part, they soon grew more daring.
A few resolute fellows, having crept along the beach,
under cover of the rocks, suddenly made their
#ppearance at the foot of the Morai, with a design,
%it seemed, of storming it on the side next the sea,
which was its only accessible part; and were not
_zslodged, till after they had stood a considerable
mumber of shot, and seen one of their party fall.
.+ 'The bravery of one of these assailants well deserves
o0 be particularly mentioned; for having returned to
“garry off his companion, amidst the fire of our whole
,tarty, a wound which he received made him quit the
. body and retire; but, in a few minutes, he again ap-
gpeared, and being again wounded, he was obliged a
asecond time to retreat. At this moment I arrived at
‘Bhe Morai,and saw him return the third time,bleeding
#nd faint; and being informed of what had happened,
4 forbade the soldiers to fire, and he was suffered to

}' arry oft his friend; which he was djust able to per-

#orm, and then fell down himself and expired.
2 About this time, a strong reinforcement from both
Bhips having landed, the natives retreated behind
&heir walls; which giving me access to our friendly
~ Jpriests, I sent one of them to endeavour to bring
Jheir countrymen to some terms, and to propose to
‘Rhem, that if they would desist from throwing stones,
‘4 would not permit our men to fire. This truce was
agreed to, and we were suffered to launch the mast,
and carry off the sails, and our astronomical appara-
-tus, unmolested. As soon as we had quitted the
E 4
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Morai, they toak possession of it, and some of them
threw a few stones; but without doing us any mis-
chief.

It was half an hour past eleven o’clock when I got
on board the Discovery, where I found no decisive
plan had been adopted for our future proceedings.
The restitution of the boat, and the recovery of the
body of Captain Cook, were the objects which, on all
hands, we agreed to insist on; and it was my opinion
that some vigorous steps should be taken, in case the
demand of them was not immediately complied with.

Though my feelings, on the death of a beloved and
honoured friend, may be suspected to have had some
share in this opinion, yet there were certainly other
reasons, and those of the most serious kind, that had
considerable weight with me. The confidence which
their success in killing our chief, and forcing us to
quit the shore, must naturally have inspired; and the
advantage, however trifling, which they had obtained
over us the preceding day; would, I had no doubt,
encourage them to make some further dangerous
attempts; and the more especially, as they had little
reason, from what they had hitherto seen, to dread
the effects of our fire-arms. Indeed, contrary to the
expectations of every one, thissort of weapon had
produced no signs of terror in them. On our side, such
wasthe condition of the ships, and thestate of discipline
amongst us, that, had a vigorous attack been
made on us in the night, it would have been impos-
sible to answer for the consequences.

In these apprehensions, 1 was supported by the
opinion of most of the officers on board; and nothing
seemed to me so likely to encourage the natives to
make the attempt, as the appearance of our bein
inclined to an accommodation, which they could
only attribute to weakness or fear.

In favour of more conciliatory measures, it was

justly urged, that the mischiet’ was done, and irre-
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parable; that the natives had a strong claim to our
regard, on account of their former friendship and

. kindness; and the more especially, as the late melan-

choly accident did not appear to have arisen from
any premeditated design; that, on the part of Ter-
reeoboo, his ignorance of the theft, his readiness to
accompany Captain Cook on board, and his having
actually sent his two sons into the boat, must free
him from the smallest degree of suspicion; that the
conduct of his women and the Erees might easily be
accounted for, from the apprehensions occasioned by
the armed force with which Captain Cook came on
shore,and the hostile preparationsin the bay; appear-
ances so different from the terms of friendship and

: confidence, in which both parties had hitherto lived,
- that the arming of the natives was evidently with a

design to resist the attempt, which they had some rea-
son to imagine would be made, to carry off their king
by force, and was naturally to be expected from a peo-
ple full of affection and attachment to their chiefs.
To these motives of humanity, others of a pruden-

% tial nature were added; that we were in want of

water, and other refreshments; that our foremast
would require six or eight days’ work before it could -
be stepped; that the spring was advancing apace;
and that the speedy prosecution of our next northern
expedition ought now to be our sole object; that
therefore to engage in a vindictive contest with the
inhabitants, might not only lay us under the imput-
ation of unnecessary cruelty, but would occasion an
unavoidable delay in the equipment of the ships.

In this latter opinion Captain Clerke concurred;
and though I was convinced, that an early display of
vigorous resentment would more effectually have an-
swered every object both. of prudence and humanity,
I was not sorry that the measures I had recommended
were rejected. For though the contemptuous beha-
viour of the natives, and their subsequent opposition
to our necessary operations on shore, arising, I have
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no doubt, from a misconstruction of our lenity, com-

- pelled us at last to have recourse to violence in our

own defence; yet I am not so sure that the circim-
stances of the case would, in the opinion of the world,
have justified the use of force on our part in the first
instance. Cautionary rigour is at all times invidious,
and has this additional objection to it, that the seve-
rity of a preventive course, when it best succeeds,
leaves its expediency the least apparent.

During the time we were thus engaged, in con-
certing some plan for our future conduct, a prodi-

"gious concourse of natives still kept possession of

the shore; and some of them came off in canoes,
and had the boldness to approach within pistol-shot
of the ships, and to insult us by various marks of
contempt and defiance. It was with great difficulty
we could restrain the sailors from the use of their
arms on these occasions; but as pacific measures
had been resolved on, the canoes were suffered to
return unmolested.

In pursuance of this plan, it was determined that
I should proceed toward the shore, with the boats of
both ships well manned and armed, with a view to
bring the natives to a parley, and, if possible, to ob-
tain a conference with some of the chiefs.

If this attempt succeeded, I was to demand the
dead bodies, and particularly that of Captain Cook ;
to threaten them with our vengeance in case of a
refusal ; but, by no means, to fire unless attacked ;
and not to land on any account whatever. These
orders were delivered to me before the whole party,
and in the most positive manner. ~

I left the ships about four o’clock in the after-
noon ; and, as we approached the shore, I perceived
every indication of a hostile reception. The whole
crowd of natives was in motion ; the women and chil-
dren retiring ; the men putting on their war mats, and
arming themselves with long spears and daggers.
We also observed, that, since the morning, they had
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thrown up stone breast-works along the beach, where
Captain Cook had landed, probably in expectation
. of an attack at that place ; and, as soon as we were
3 within reach, they began to throw stones at us ‘with
4 slings, but without doing any mischief. Concluding,
therefore, that all attempts to bring them to a parley
% would be in vain, unless I first gave them some
# ground for mutual confidence; I ordered the armed
- boats to stop, and went on, in the small boat, alone,
- with. a white flag in my hand, which, by a general
% cry of joy from the natives, I had the satisfaction
% to find was instantly understood. The women im-
% mediately returned from the side of the hill, whither
% they had retired ; the men threw off their mats; and
% all sat down together by the water-side, extending
"3 their arms, and inviting me to come on shore.
¥ Though this behaviour was very expressive of a
+ friendly disposition, yet I could not help entertain-
% ing some suspicions of its sincerity. But when I
.. saw Koah, with a boldness and assurance altogether
" _ unaccountable, swimming off toward the boat, with
¢ a white flag in his hand, I thought it necessary to
return this mark of confidence, and therefore re-
ceived him into the boat, though armed ; a circum-
2 stance which did not tend to lessen my suspicions.
3 I must confess, I had long harboured an unfavour-
able opinion of this man. ‘The priests had always
told us, that he was of a malicious disposition, and
j no friend of ours; and the repeated detections of
% his fraud and treachery, had convinced us of the
-3 truth of their representations. Add to all this, the
 shocking transaction of the morning, in which he
was seen acting a principal part, made me feel the
utmost horror at finding myself so near him ; and
as he came up to me with feigned tears, and em-
"~ braced me, I was so distrustful of his intentions, that
: I could not help taking hold of the point of the
?alfooalz, which .he held in his hand, and turning
it from me. I told him, that I had come to demand
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the body of Captain Cook; and to declare war
against them, unless it was instantly restored. - He
assured me this should be done as soon as possible ;
and that he would go himself for that purpose; and,
after begging of me a piece of iron, with much
assurance, as if nothing extraordinary had happened,
he leaped into the sea, and swam ashore, calling out
to his countrymen, that we were all friends again.

We waited near an hour, with great anxiety for
his return ; during which time, the rest of the boats
had approached so near the shore, as to enter into
conversation with a party of the natives, at some
distance from us ; by whom they were plainly given
to understand, that the body had been cut to pieces
and carried up the country; but of this circum-
stance I was not informed till our return to the
ships. ‘

I began now to express some impatience at Koah’s
delay ; upon which the chiefs pressed me exceed-
ingly to come on shore ; assuring me, that if I would
go myself to Terreeoboo, the body would certainly
be restored to me. When they found they could
not prevail on me to land, they attempted, under a
pretence of wishing to converse with more ease, to
decoy our boat among some rocks, where they would
have had it in their power to cut us off from the
rest. It was no difficult matter to see through these
artifices ; and I was, therefore, strongly inclined to
break off all further communication with them, when
a chief came to us, who was the particular friend
of Captain Clerke, and of the officers of the Dis-
covery, on board which ship he had sailed, when we
last lett the bay, intending to take his passage to -
Mowee. He told us, he came from Terreeoboo to
acquaint us, that the body was carried up the coun-
try ; but that it should be brought to us the next
morning. There appeared a great deal of sincerity
in his manner; and being asked, if he told a false-
hood, he hooked his two fore-fingers together, =
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- which is understood amongst these islanders as the
.sign of truth; in thé use of which they are very
“gscrupulous.

4§ As I was now at a loss in what manner to pro-
'gceed, I sent Mr. Vancouver to acquaint Captain

8 Clerke with all that had passed; that my opinion
% was, they meant not to keep their word with us, and
were so far from being sorry at what had happened,
_that, on the contrary, they were full of spirits and
5 confidence on account of their late success, and
3sought only to gain time, till they could contrive

-%some scheme for getting us into their power. Mr.
fifVancouver came back with orders for me to return on
gboard ; having first given the natives to understand,
gthat if the body was not brought the next morning,
i the town should be destroyed. )

5 When they saw that we were going off, they en-
édeavoured to provoke us by the most insulting and
+contemptuous gestures. Some of our people said,

- they could distinguish several of the natives parad-
jing about in the clothes of our unfortunate com-
3 rades; and, among them, a chief brandishing Cap-
g tain Cook’s hanger, and a woman holding the
‘g scabbard. Indeed, there can be no doubt, but
4 that our bebhaviour had given them a mean opinion

% of our courage ; for they could have but little notion

"3 of the motives of humanity that directed it.

2 1In consequence of the report I made to Captain
3 Clerke, of what I conceived to be the present tem-

"% per and disposition of the islanders, the most effec-

* § tual measures were taken to guafd against any attack
3 they might make in the night. The boats were

-§moored with top-chains; additional sentinels were
dposted on both ships ; and guard-boats were stationed
xto row round them, in order to prevent the natives

-sfrom cutting the cables. During the night we ob-
A served a prodigious number of lights on the hills,

which made some of us imagine they were removing
their effects back into the country, in consequence
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of our threats. But I rather believed them to have
been the sacrifices that were performing on account
of the war, in which they imagined themselves about
to be engaged ; and most probably the bodies of our
slain countrymen were at that time burning. We
afterward saw fires of the same kind, as we passed
the island of Morotoi ; and which, we were told by
some natives then on board, were made on account
of the war they had declared against a neighbouring
island. And this agrees with what we learned amongst
the Friendly and Society Isles, that, previous to any
expedition against an enemy, the chiefs always en-
deavoured to animate and inflame the courage of the
people by feasts and rejoicings in the night.

We remained the whole night undisturbed, except
by the howlings and lamentations which were heard
on shore: and early the next morning, Koah came
along-side the Resolution, with a present of cloth,
and a small pig, which he desired leave to present to
me. I have mentioned before, that I was supposed
by the natives to be the son of Captain Cook ; and
as he, in his life-time, had always suffered them to
believe it, I was probably considered as the chief,
after his death. As soon as I came on deck, I
questioned him about the body ; and, on his return-
ing me nothing but evasive answers, I refused to ac-
cept his presents; and was going to dismiss him, with
some expressions of anger and resentment, had not
Captain Clerke, judging it best, at all events, to keep
up the appearance of friendship, thought it more
proper that he should be treated .with the usual
respect.

This treacherous fellow came frequently to us
during the course of the forenoon, with some trifling
present or other; and as I always observed him eye-
ing every part of the ship with great attention, I took
care he should see we were well prepared for our

defence. .
He was exceedingly urgent, both with Captain
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* Clerke and myself, to go on shor?, laying all the
blame of the detention of the bodies on the other
«chiefs; and assuring us, that every thing might be
settled to our satisfaction, by a personal interview
';vith Terreeoboo. However, his conduct was too
fsuspicious to make it prudent to comply with this
request; and indeed a fact came afterward to our
knowledge, which proved the entire falsghood qf his
.pretensions.  For we were told, that immediately
;after the action in which Captain Cook was killed,
“ithe old king had retired to a cave in the steep part
‘iof the mountain, that hangs over the bay, which was
ccessible only by the help of ropes, and where he
remained for many days, having his victuals let down
to him by cords. : ,

" When Koah returned from thc ships, we could
‘perceive that his countrymen, who had been col-
»ﬁected by break of day in vast crowds on the shore,
" thronged about him with great eagerness, as if to
learn the intelligence he had acquired, and what was
to be done in consequence of it. It is very probable,
:ithat they expected we should attempt to put our
4threats in execution ; and they seemed fully resolved
3to stand their ground. During the whole morning,
“we heard conchs blowing in different parts of the
Zcoast; largeparties were seen marching over the hills;
“and, in short, appearances were so alarming, that we
" carried out a stream anchor, to enable us to haul the
“ship abreast of the town, in case of an attack ; and
-stationed boats off’ the north point of the bay, to
- prevent a surprise from that quarter.

" The breach of their engagement to restore the
‘bodies of the slain, and the warlike posture in which
they at this time appeared, occasioned fresh debates
amongst us concerning the measures next to be pur-

& sued. It wasat last determined, that nothing should
i be suffered to interfere with the repair of the mast,

& and the preparations for our departure ; but that we
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should, nevertheless, continue our negociations for
the recovery of the bodies.

The greatest part of the day was taken up in
getting the fore-mast into a proper situation on deck,
for the carpenters to work upon it; and in making
the necessary alterations in the commissions of the
officers. The command of the expedition having
devolved on Captain Clerke, he removed on board
the Resolution, appointed Lieutenant Gore to be
Captain of the Discovery, and promoted Mr. Harvey,
a midshipman, who had been with Captain Cook
his two last voyages, to the vacant lieutenancy.
During the whole day, we met with no interruption
from the natives; and, at night, the launch was
»again moored with a top-chain; and guard.boats

stationed round both ships as before.

, About eight o’clock, 1t being very dark, a canoe
. was heard paddling toward the ship; and as soon as
, it was seen, both the sentinels on deck fired into it.
: There were two persons in the canoe, and they im-
mediately roared out ‘¢ Tinnee,” (which was the way
i in which they pronounced my name), and said they
were friends, and had something for me belonging
to Captain Cook. When they eame on board, they
threw themselves at our feet, and appeared exceed-
ingly frightened.  Luckily neither of them was
hurt, notwithstanding the balls of' both pieces had
gone through the canoe. One of them was the per.
son, whom I have before mentioned under the name
of the Taboo man, who constantly attended Captain
Cook with the circumstances of ceremony I have al-
. ready described ; and who, though a man of rank in
g : ‘ the island, could scarcely be hindered from perform-
! ing for him the lowest offices of a menial servant.

After lamenting, with abundance of tears, the loss of
; the Orono, he told us that he had brought us a part
! ~ of his body. He then presented to us a small bundle,
wrapped up in cloth, which he brought under his
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-arm; and it is impossible to describe the horror
:which seized us, on finding in it a piece of human
#lesh, about nine or ten pounds’ weight. This, he
#said, was all that remained of the body ; that the rest
i\'as cut to pieces, and burnt ; but that the head and
Il the bones, except what belonged to the trunk,
“were in the possession of Terreeoboo, and the other
Erees : that what we saw had been allotted to Kaoo,
the chiet of the priests, to be made use of in some
weligious ceremony; and that he had sent it as a
~ gproot of his innocence and attachment to us.
A This afforded an opportunity of informing our-
®elves, whether they were cannibals; and we did not
‘peglect it.  We first tried, by many indirect ques-
Rions, put to each of them apart, to learn in what
dmanner the rest of’ the bodies had been disposed of';
~and finding them very constant in one story, that,
after the flesh had been cut off, it was all burnt; we
‘at last put the direct question, Whether they had not
ate some of it? They immediately showed as much
shorror at the idea, as any European would have done;
gand asked, very mnaturally, it that was the custom
s3amongst us? They afterward asked us, with great
Jearnestness and apparent apprehension, ¢ When the
JOrono would come again? and what he would do to
Ahem on his return?” The same inquiry was fre-
%uently made afterward by others; and this idea
Jagrees with the general tenor of their conduct to-
ward him, which showed that they considered him
s a being of a superior nature.
34 We pressed our two friendly visitors to remain on
gboard till morning, but in vain. They told us, that
"$f this transaction should come to the knowledge of
the king, or chiefs, it might be attended with the

most fatal consequences to their whole society; in
Jorder to prevent which, they had been obliged to
zcome off to us in the dark; and that the same pre-
“caution would be necessary in returning on shore.
3 They informed us farther, that the chiefs were eager
VOL. VIIL F
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to revenge the death of their countrymen: and, par.
ticularly, cautioned us against trusting Koah, who
they said was our mortal and implacable enemy;
and desired nothing more ardently, than an oppor-
tunity of fighting us; to which the blowing of the
conchs we had heard in the morning was meant as
a challenge. )

We learned from these men, that seventeen of
their countrymen were killed in the first action at
Kowrowa, of whom five were chiefs; and that Ka.
neena and his brother, our very particular friends,
were unfortunately of that number. Eight, they
said, were killed at the observatory ; three of whom
were also of the first rank.

About eleven o’clock, our two friends left us, and
took the precaution to desire that our guard-boat
might attend them, till they had passed the Disco-
very, lest they should again be fired upon, which
might alarm their countrymen on shore, and expose
them to the danger of being discovered. This re.
quest was complied with ; and we had the satisfac-
tion to find, that they got safe and undiscovered to
land. :

During the remainder of this night, we heard the
same loud howling and lamentations, as in the pre-
ceding one. Early in the morning, we received
another visit from Koah. I must coufess, I was a
little piqued to find, that, notwithstanding the most
evident marks of treachery in his conduct, and the
positive testimony of our friends the priests, he should
still be permitted to carry on the same farce, and to
make us at least appear to be the dupes of his hypo-
crisy. Indeed our situation was become extremely
awkward and unpromising ; none of the purposes for

which this pacific course of proceeding had been

adopted, having hitherto been 1n the least forwarded

by it. No satisfactory answer whatever had been

given to our demands ; we did not seem to be at all

advanced toward a reconciliation with the islanders;
15
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‘they still kept in force on the shore, as if determined
. Ro resist any attempts we might make to land; and
dyet the attempt was become absolutely necessary, as

4 However it must be observed, in justice to the
rconduct of Captain Clerke, that it was very probable,
from the great numbers of the natives, and from the
Fesolution with which they seemed to expect us, an
gattack could not have been made without some dan-
er; and that the loss of a very few men might have
een severely felt by us, during the remaining course

f our voyage. Whereas the delaying the execution

Xof our threats, though, on the one hand, it lessened
gheir opinion of our prowess, had the effect of causing
ihem to disperse, on the other.  For this day about
oon, finding us persist in our inactivity, great bodies
#of them, after blowing their conchs, and using every
mode of defiance, marched off over the hills and
never appeared afterward. Those, however, who
sremained, were not the less daring and insolent. One
-#man had the audacity to come within musket-shot,
ga-head of the ship; and, after slinging several stones
$t us, he waved Captain Cook’s hat over his head,
gwhilst his countrymen on shorewere exulting, and
&encouraging his boldness. Our people were all in a
#lame at this insult, and coming in a body on the
aquarter-deck, begged they might no longer be obliged
to put up with these repeated provocations; and re-
gquested me to obtain permission for them, from Cap-
dgtain Clerke, to avail themselves of the first fair occa-
geion of revenging the death of their commander. On
@ny acquainting him with what was passing, he gave
-grders for some great guns to be fired at the natives
<n shore ; and promised the crew, that if they should
Jmeet with any molestation at the watering-place the
gtniext }:lay, they should then be left at liberty to chas-
Atise them.

F 2
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" It is somewhat remarkable, that, before we could
bring our guns to bear, the islanders had suspected
our intentions, from the stir they saw in the ship,
and had retired behind their houses and walls. We
were therefore obliged to fire, in some measure, at
random ; notwithstanding which, our shot produced
all the effects that could have been desired. For,
soon after, we saw Koah paddling toward us, with
extreme haste, and, on his arrival, we learned that
some people had been killed, and amongst the rest
Maiha-maiha, a principal chief, and a near relation
of the king.*

Soon after the arrival of Koah, two boys swam oft
from the Morai toward the ships, having each a
long spear in his hand; and after they had ap-
‘proached pretty near, they began to chant a song,
a very solemn manner: the subject of which, from
their often mentioning the word Orono, and pointing
to the village where Captain Cook was killed, we
concluded to be the late calamitous disaster. Having
sung in a plaintive strain for about twelve or fifteen
minutes, during the whole of which time they re.
mained in the water, they went on board the Dis-
covery, and delivered their spears; and, after making
a short stay, returned on shore. Who sent them, or
what was the object of this ceremony, we were never
able to learn.

At night, the usual precautions were taken for the
security of the ships; and as soon as it was dark, our
two friends, who had visited us the night before,
came off again. They assured us, that though the
effects of our great guns this afternoon had terri-
fied the chiefs exceedingly, they had by no means
laid aside their hostile intentions, and advised us to
be on our guard.

* The word matee, is commonly used, in the language of these
islands, to express either killing or wounding ; and we were after-
ward told, that this chief had only received a slight blow on the
face from a stone, which had been struck by one of the balls.
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- The next morning, the boats of both ships were
~ sent ashore for water ; and the Discovery was warped
@ose to the beach, in order to cover that service.
®e soon found that the intelligence which the priests
$ad sent us was not without foundation ; and that
the natives were resolved to take every opportunity
of annoying us, when it could be done without
much risk.
: Throughout all this group of islands, the villages
r the most part are situated near the sea; and the
#djacent ground is inclosed with stone -walls about
ree feet high. These, we at first imagined, were
tended for the division of property ; but we now
hiscovered, that they served, and probably were
incipally designed, for a defence against invasion.
hey consist of loose stones, and the inhabitants are
ry dexterous in shifting them, with great quickness,
such situations, as the direction of the attack may
require. In the sides of the mountain, which hangs
dver the bay, they have also little holes, or caves, of
gonsiderable depth, the entrance of which is secured
‘By a fence of the same kind. From behind both
. #hese defences the natives kept perpetually harassing
‘@ur waterers with stones; nor could the small force
e had on shore, with the advantage of muskets,
ompel them to retreat,
-% In this exposed situation our people were so taken
in attending to their own safety, that they em-
oyed the whole forenoon in filling only one ton of
ater. As it was therefore impossible to perform
is service, till their assailants were driven to a
eater distance, the Discovery was ordered to dis-
dge them, with her great guns; which being ef-
“fected by a few discharges, the men landed without
molestation. However, the natives soon after made
their appearance again, in their usual mode of attack;
#nd it was now found absolutely necessary to burn
sown some straggling houses, near the wall, behind
hich they had taken shelter. In executing these

-
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orders, [ am sorry to add, that our people were hur.
ried into acts of unnecessary cruelty and devastation,

Something ought certainly to be allowed to their re. ,

sentment of the repeated insults, and contemptuous
behaviour of the islanders,” and to the natural desire
of revenging the loss of their commander. But, a
the same time, their conduct served strongly to con.
vince me, that the utmost precaution is necessary in
trusting, though but for a moment, the discretionary
use of arms, in the hands of private seamen, or sol.
diers, on such occasions. The rigour of discipline,
and the habits of obedience, by which their force is
kept directed to its proper objects, lead them natu.
alf)y enough to conceive, that whatever they have
the power, they have also the right to do. Actual
disobedience being almmost the only crime for which
they are accustomed to expect punishment, they
learn to consider it as the only measure of right and
wrong; and hence are apt to conclude, that what
they can do with impunity, they may do with justice
and honour. So that the feelings of humanity, which
are inseparable from us all, and that generosity to
ward an unresisting enemy, which, at other times, i
the distinguishing mark of brave men, become but
weak restraints to the exercise of violence, when op-
posed to the desire they naturally have of showing
their own independence and power. '

I have already mentioned, that orders had beer
given to burn ounly a few straggling huts, which at
forded shelter to the natives. We were therefore
good deal surprized to see the whole village on fire;
and before a boat that was sent to stop the progres:
of the mischief could reach the shore, the houses o
our old and constant friends the priests were all i
flames. I cannot enough lament the illness that con-
fined me on board this day. The priests had always
been under my protection ; and, unluckily, the offi
cers who were then on_ d’u,ty,i having been seldom
on shore at the Morai, were not much acquainted
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with the circumstances of the place. Had I been

:present myself, I might probably have been the

:means of saving their little society from destruction.

3 Several of the natives were shot, in making their

§ escape from the flames ; and our people cut off the

5 heads of two of them, and brought them on board.
% The fate of one poor islander was much lamented by
cus all. As he was coming to the well for water, he

- was shot at by one of the marines. The ball struck
his calibash, which he immediately threw from him

and fled. He was pursued into one of the caves I
3 have before described, and no lion could have de-

fended his den with greater courage and fierceness ;

#till at last, after having kept two of our people at bay
'”’;for a considerable time, he expired, covered with
$wounds. It was this accident, that first brought us
gacquainted with the use of these caverns.
} At this time, an elderly man was taken prisoner,
i bound, and sent on board in the same boat with the
. 2 heads of his two countrymen. I never saw horror so
.; strongly pictured as in the face of this man, nor so
§ violent a transition to extravagant joy, as when he
s was untied, and told he might go away in safety.
4 He showed us he did not want gratitude, as he fre-
& quently afterward returned with presents of provi-
- ¥ ¥ons; and also did us other services.

Soon after the village was destroyed, we saw,
coming down the hill, a man, attended by fifteen or
twenty boys, holding pieces of white cloth, green
boughs, plantains, &c. in their hands. I knew not
how it happened, that this peaceful embassy, as soon
as they were within reach, received the fire of a party
of our men. This, however, did not stop them.
They continued their procession ; and the officer on
duty came up in time to prevent a second discharge.
As they approached nearer, it was found to be our
much-esteemed friend Kaireekeea, who had fled on
our. first setting fire to the village, and had now
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returned, and desired to be sent on board the Reso-
lution.

When he arrived, we found him exceedingly grave
and thoughtful. We endeavoured to make him un-
derstand the necessity we were under of setting fire
to the village, by which his house, and those of his
brethren, were unintentionally consumed. He ex-
postulated a little with us on our want of friendship,
and on our ingratitude. And, indeed, it was not till
now that we learnt the whole extent of the injury
we had done them. He told us, that, relying on the
promises I had made them, and on the assurances
they had afterward received from the men, who had
brought us the remains of Captain Cook, they had
not removed their effects back into the country, with
the rest of the inhabitants, but had put every thing
that was valuable of their own, as well as what they
had collected from us, into a house close to the
Morati, where they had the mortification to see it all
set on fire by ourselves. ‘

On coming on board, he had seen the heads of his
countrymen lying on the deck, at which he was ex-
ceedingly shocked, and desired, with great earnest-
ness, that they might be thrown overboard. This
request Captain Clerke instantly ordered to be com-
plied with. ’

In the evening, the watering party returned on
board, having met with no farther interruption. We
passed a gloomy night ; the cries and lamentations
we heard on shore being far more dreadful than ever.
Our only consolation was, the hope that we should
have no occasion in future for a repetition of such
severities. -

It is very cxtraordinary, that, amidst all these dis-
turbances, the women of the island, who were on
board, never offered to leave us, nor discovered the
smallest apprehensions either for themselves or their
friends ashore. So entirely unconcerned did they
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appear, that some of them, who were on deck when
the town was in flames, seemed to admlrp t_he sight,
and frequently cried out, that it was maifai, or very

$ine. —_—
# The next morning Koah came oﬁ"mﬂ)“tﬁe\‘m\\*
fihips. As there existed no longer any necessity for
Xeeping terms with him, I was allowed to have my
own way. When he approached toward the side of
the ship, singing his song, and offering me a hog, and
-some plantains, I ordered him to keep off, cautioning
3him never toappear again without Captain Cook’s
Pones, lest his life should pay the forfeit of his fre-
‘quent breach of promise. He did not appear much
wortified with this reception, but went immediately
on shore, and joined a party of his countrymen, who
ere pelting the waterers with stones. The body of
£he young man, who had been killed the day before,
was found this morning, lying at the entrance of the
cave ; and some of our people went and threw a mas
over it. Soon after which they saw some men carry-
ing him oft’ on their shoulders, and could hear them
$inging, as they marched, a mournful song.
= The natives, being at last convinced that it was
Pot the want of ability to punish them, which had
Aitherto made us tolerate their provocations, desisted
4rom giving us any farther molestation; and, in the
vening, a chief called Eappo, who had seldom
‘iisited us, but whom we knew to be a- man of the
very first consequence, came with presents from
flerreeoboo to sue for peace. These presents were
received, and he was dismissed with the same-answer
shich had before been given, that, until the remains
of Captain Cook should be restored, no peace would
be granted. We learned from this person, that the
flesh of all the bodies of our people, together with the
bones of the trunks, had been burnt; that the limb
‘bones of the marines had been diVided amongst the
Jnferior chiefs ; and that those of Captain Cook had
;?)een disposed of in the following manner : the head
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to a great chief, called Kahoo-opeon ; the hair to
Maia-maia; and the legs, thighs, and arms to
Terreeoboo. After it was dark, many of the inhabit-
ants came off with roots and other vegetables ; and
we also received two large presents of the same
articles from Kaireekeea. :
The 19th was chiefly taken up in sending and
receiving the messages which passed between Cap-
tain Clerke and Terreeoboo. Eappo,was very press-
ing, that one of our officers should go on shore ; and,
in the mean time, offered to remain as an hostage on
board. This request, however, it was not thought
proper to comply with ; and he left us with a promise
of bringing the bones the next day. At the beach,
the waterers did not meet with the least opposition
from the natives ; who, notwithstanding our cautious

behaviour, came amongst us again, without the small- ¢

est appearance of diffidence or apprehension.

Early in the morning of the 20th, we had the satis-
factipn of getting the fore-mast stepped. It was an
operation attended with great difficulty, and some
danger ; our ropes being so exceedingly rotten, that
the purchase gave way several times.

Between ten and eleven o’clock, we saw a great '3

number of people descending the hill, which is over &
the beach, in a kind of procession, each man carrying 3
a sugar-cane or two on his shoulders, and bread-fruit, 4
taro, and plantains in his hand. They were preceded 3
by two drummers who, when they came to the 3
water-side, sat down by a white flag, and began to 3
beat their drums, while those who had followed them, 3
advanced one by one; and, having deposited the A
presents they had brought, retired in the same order.
Soon after, Eappo came in sight, in his long feathered
cloak, bearing something with great solemnity in his
hands; and having placed himself on a rock, he made
signs for a boat to be sent him.

Captain Clerke, conjecturing that he had brought
the bones of Captain Cook, which proved to be the




1779. THE PACIFIC OCEAN. 75

fact, went himself in the pinnace, to receive them ;-
and ordered me to attend him in the cutter. When
we arrived at the beach, Eappo came into the pin-
nace, and delivered to the captain the bones wrapped
up in a large quantity of fine new cloth, and covered
with a spotted cloak of black and white feathers.
He afterward attended us to the Resolution, but
could not be prevailed. upon te go on board ; pro-
" bably not choosing, from -a: sense of decency, to be
present at the opening of the bundle. We found in
it both the hands of Captain Cook entire, which were
well known from a remarkable scar on one of them,
that divided the thumb from the fore-finger, the
whole length of the metacarpal bone ; the skull, but
with the scalp separated from it, and the bones that
form the face wanting ; the scalp, with the hair upon
it cut short, and the ears adhering to it ; the bones
of both arms, with the skin of the fore-arms hanging
to them ; the thigh and leg-bones joined together,
but without the feet. The ligaments of the joints
were entire ; and the whole bore evident marks of
having been in the fire, except the hands, which had’
the flesh left upon them, and were cut in several
places, and crammed with salt, apparently with an
intention of preserving them. The scalp had a cut
iu the back part of it, but the skull was free from any
fracture. The lower jaw and feet, which were want-
ing, Eappo told us, had been seized by different
chiefs, and that Terreeoboo was using every means
to recover them.

The next morning, Eappo, and the king’s son,
came on board, and brought with them the remaining
bones of Captain Cook ; the barrels of his gun, his
shoes, and some other trifles that belonged to him.
Eappo took great pains to convince us, that
Terreeoboo, Maiha-maiha, and himself were most
heartily desirous of peace; that they had given us
the most convincing proof of it in their power; and
that they had been prevented from giving it sooner
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by the other chiefs, man\)?of whom were still our

enemies. He lamented, with the greatest sorrow, -

the death of six chiefs we had killed, some of whom,
he said, were amongst our best friends. The cutter,
he told us, was taken away by Pareea’s people ; very
probably in revenge for the blow that had’been given
him ; and that it had broken up the next day. The
arms of the marines, which we had also demanded,
he assured us, had been carried off by the common
people, and were irrecoverable; the bones of the
chief alone having been preserved, as belonging to
Terreeoboo and the Erees. N

Nothing now remained but to perform the last
offices to our great and unfortunate commander.
Eappo was dismissed with orders to ¢aboo all the bay;
ang, in the afternoon, the bones having been put into
a coffin, and the service read over them, they were
committed to the deep with the usual military
honours. What our feelings were on this occasion,,
I leave the world to conceive ; those who were pre-
sertt know, thatit is not in my power to express
them.

During the forenoon of the 22d, not a canoe was
seen paddling in the bay; the Zzboo, which Eappo

had laid on it the day before, at our gequest, not -

being yet taken off. At length Eappo came off to
us. We assured him, that we were now entirel

satisfied ; and that, as the Orono was buried, aﬁ
remembrance of what had passed was buried with
him. We afterward desired him to take off the taboo,
and to. make it known, that the people might bring
their provisions as usual. The ships were soon sur-
rounded with canoes, and many of the chiefs came
on board, expressing great sorrow at what happened,
and their satisfaction at our reconciliation. Several

. of our friends, who did not wisit us, sent presents of

large hogs, and other provisions. Amongst the rest
came the old treacherous Koah, but was refused
admittance. :
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‘ As we had now every thing ready for sea, Captain
- Clerke imagining that if the news of our proceedings
should reach the islands to leeward before us, it
might have a- bad effect, gave orders to unmoor.
About eight in the evening we dismissed all ‘the na-
tives ; and Eappo, and the friendly Kaireekeea, took an
affectionate leave of ‘'us. We immediately weighed,
and stood out-of the bay. The natives were collected
on the shore’in great numbers; and, as we passed
along, received our lagt farewells with every mark otz
affection and good:will, e
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B CHAP. V.
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DEPARTURE FROI\.I KARAKAKOOA IN SEARCH OF AN HARBOUR
ON THE SOUTH-EAST SIDE OF MOWEE.— DRIVEN TO LEE-
WARD BY THE EASTERLY WINDS AND CURRENT. — PASS THE
ISLAND OF TAHOOROWA — DESCRIPTION OF THE SOUTH-WEST
SIDE 6}‘ MOWEE. — RUN AL@FG THE COASTS OF RANAI AND
MOROTOI TO WOAHOO.—DESCRIPTION OF THE NORTH-EAST
COAST OF WOAHOO.— UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO WATER.—
PASSAGE TO ATOOI. — ANCHOR IN.WYMOA BAY.— DANGER-
OUS SITUATION OF THE WATERING PARTY ON SHORE. — CIVIL
DISSENSIONS IN THE ISLANDS. — VISIT FROM THE CONTEND-

=~ ING CHIEFS.— ANCHOR OFF ONEEHEOW, — FINAL DEPAR-
'TURE FROM THE SANDWICH ISLANDS.

& i
We got clear of the land about ten ; and, hoisting
in the boats, stood to the northward, with an in. %
tention of searching for an harbour on the south.east
side of Mowee, which we had heard frequently men-
tioned by the natives. The next morning we found
ourselves driven to the leeward by a heavy swell
from the north-east; and a_fresh gale springing up
from the same quarter carried us still farther to the
westward. At midnight we tacked, and stood to
the south for four hours, in order to keep clear of
the land; and, at day-break, we found ourselves
standing toward a small barren island, called
Tahoorowa, which lies seven or eight miles to the
south-west of Mowee.

All prospect of examining more nearly the south-
east parts of Mowee being now destroyed, we bore
away, and ran along the south-east side of
Tahoorowa. As we were steering close round its
western extremity, with an intention of fetching the 3
west side of Mowee, we suddenly shoaled our water,
and observed the sea breaking on some detached 3
rocks, almost right a-head. This obliged us to keep 3

'R
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away a league and a half, when we again steered to

% the northward ; and, after passing over a bank, with

e
.
3
e
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nineteen fathoms’ water, stood for a passage between

¢ Mowee and an island called Ranai. At noon, the

latityde was, by observation, 20° 42’ north, and the
longitude 208° 22 east ; the southern extremity of

| Mowee bearing east south-east, quarter east; the

southern extremity of Ranai "west north-west,
quarter west; Morotoi, north-west and by north ;
and the western extremity of Tahoorowa, south by
east, seven miles distamt. Our longitude was accu-
rately deduced from observations made by the time-
keeper before and after noon, compared with the
longitude found by a great many distances of the
moon from the sun and stars, which ‘were also
observed the same day. : .

In the afternoon, the weather being calm, with
light airs from the west, we stood on to the north
north-west ; but, at sun-set, observing a shoal,
which appeared to stretch to a considerable distance
from the west point of Mowee, toward the middle of
the passage, and the weather being unsettled, we
tacked, and stood toward the south. s

The south-west side of this island, which we now
had passed without being able to get near the shore,
forms the same distant view with the north-east, as
seen on our return from the north, in November
1778 ; the mountainous parts, which are connected
by a low, flat isthmus, appearing at*first like two se-
parate islands. This deception continued on the
south-west side, till we approached within eight or
ten leagues of the coast, which, bending inward, to a
great depth, formed a fine capacious bay. The

@ westernmost point, off which the shoal we have just

mentioned runs, is made remarkable by a small
hillock, to the southward of which there iz a fine

f sandy bay, with several huts on the shore, and a

number of cocoa-nut trees growing about them.
During the course of the day, we were visited by
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_several of the natives, who came off to sell provisions;
and we soon found, that they had heard of* our late
unfortunate transactions at Owhyhée. They were
very curious to learn the particulars from a woman
who had concealed herself on board the Resolution,
in order to take her passage to Atooi; inquiring

eagerly after Pareea, and some other chiefs, and 3
appearing much shocked at the death of Kaneena, 3
and his brother. We had, however, the satisfaction ‘K
to find, that in whatever light the woman might have 3
represented this business, it had no bad effect on 3
their behaviour, which was remarkably civil and sub.

missive. -

The weather continued variable during the night;
but in the morning of the 25th, having the wind at 3
east, we ran along the south side of Ranai, till near 3
noon ; after which, we had calms and bafling winds 3

till evening, when~we steered, with a light easterly

breeze, for the west part of Morotoi. In the course
of the day, the current, which, from the time we left E
Karakakooa Bay, had set from the mnorth-east, E

changed its direction to the south-east.

During the night the wind was again variable; - §
but early next morning, it settled at east, and blew 3
so fresh as to oblige us to double-reef the topsails. 3
At seven, on hauling round the west point of 3
Morotoi, we opened a small bay, at the distance of 3
about two leagues, with a fine.sandy beach ; but
seeing no appearance of fresh water, we stood on to #

the north, in order to get to the windward of

Woahoo, an island which we had séen at our first 3

visit, in January 1778.

At two in the afternoon, we saw the land, beéring 3

west by north, eight leagues distant; and having

tacked as soon as it was dark, we again bore away at '
day-light on the 27th; and at half past ten, were 3
within a league of the shore, near the middle of the :§

.north-east side of the island.

The coast, to the northward, is formed of detached ?

7




779. ° THE PACIFIC OCEAN. (81

ills, rising perpendicularly from the sea, with ragged
and broken summits; the sides covered with wood,
and the valleys betweéen them of a fertile and well
ultivated appearance. To the southward, we saw
n extensive bay, bounded by a low point of land to
the south-east which was covered with cocoa-nut
M rees ; and off it stood a high insulated rock, about a
4lmile from the shore. The haziness of the weather
ZBprevented our seeing distinctly the land to the south-

ward of the point; we could only perceive that it
as high and broken. - :

As the wind continuedto blow very fresh, we
hought it dangerous to entangle ourselves with a
ee-shore ; and therefore did not attempt to examine

e bay, but hauled up, and steered to the north-
ard, in the direction of the coast. At noon, we

ere abreast of the north point of the island, about
3B wo leagues from the land, which is low and flat, and
4ihas a reef stretching off it to the distance of near a
ile and a half. The latitude, by observation, 21°
0’ north, longitude 202° 15" east; the extreme
‘Sibarts of the island in sight, bearing south south-
‘Jast, quarter edst, and south-west by south, three-

uarters west..
Between the north point and a distant headland,
which we saw to the south-west, the land bends in-

ard considerably, and appeared likely to afford a

rood road. We therefore directed cur course along

he shore, at the distance of about a mile, carrying
egular soundings from twenty to thirteen fathoms.

At a quarter past two, the sight of a fine river, run-

ing through a deep valley, induced us to come to an

nchor in thirteen fathoms water, with a sandy bot-
Jom ; the extreme points of the bay bearing south-
West by west half west, and north-east by east
@hree-quarters east; and the mouth of the river
gouth-east half east, one mile distant. In the after-
oon, I attended the two captains on shore, where

e found but few of the natives, and those mostly
VOL. vII. : G
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women ; the men, they told us, were gone to
Morotoi to fight Tahyterree ; but that their chief
Perreeoranee, who had stayed behind, would certainly
visit us, as soon as he heard of_our arrival.

We were much disappointed to find the water had
. a brackish taste for two hundred yards up the river,
owing to the marshy ground through which it empties
itselt into the sea. Beyond this, it was perfectly
fresh, and formed a fine running stream, along the 4
side of which I walked, till I came to the conflux of 3§
two small rivulets, that branched off to the right and
left of a remarkably steep and romantic mountain,
The banks of this river, and indeed the whole we
saw of the north-west part of Woahoo, are well cul..
tivated, and full of villages; and the face of the.
country is uncommonly beautiful and picturesque.

As the watering at this place would have been at.
tended with great labour, I was sent to examine the 4
coast to leeward ; but not being able to land, on ac- 4
_count of a reef of coral, which stretched along the
shore to the distance of half a mile, Captain Clerke
determined, without farther loss of time, to proceed }
to Atooi. At eight in the morning we weighed, and 3§
stood to the northward, till day-light on the 28th, 3
when we bore away for that island, which we were in
sight of by noon; and about sunset, were off its
eastern extremity, which shews itself in a fine, green,

west side of the island, where we had been the las

year, we passed the night in plying on and off, and ai §
nine the next morning, came to an anchor in twenty- J
five fathoms water, and moored with the best bower §
in thirty-eight fathoms, the bluff-head, on the west
side of the village, bearing north-east by north ;
three-quarters east, two miles distant ; the extreme §
of the island, north-west by west three-quarter 3
west, and south-east by east half east; the island §
of Oneheow west by south half west. In runnin
14
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own to the road, from the south-east point of the
and, we saw the appearance of shoal water, in
veral places, at a considerable distance from the
hnd ; and when we were about two miles to the
tward of the anchoring-place and two or three
iles from the shore, we got into four and half
athoms water, although our soundings had usually
een seven and eight fathoms. 4
We had no sooner anchored in our old station,
Jhan several canoes came along side of us; but we
ould observe, that they did not welcome us with the
bme cordiality in their manner, and satisfaction in
eir countenances, as when we were here before.
As soon as they got on board, one of the men began
p tell us, that we had left a disorder amongst their
yomen, of which several persons of both sexes had
Mied. He was himself afflicted with the venereal
Misease, and gave a very full and minute account of
he various symptoms with which ithad been attended. .
s there was not the slightest appearance of' that
order amongst them on our first arrival, I am
Araid it is not to be denied, that we were the authors
3 this irreparable mischief.
Our principal object here was to water the ships
th the utmost expedition; and I was sent on shore
rly in the afternoon, with the pinnace and launch
den with casks. The gunner of the Resolution
companied me to trade for provisions; and we had
guard of five marines. We found a considerable
pmber of people collected upon the beach, who
eived us at first with great kindness; but as soon
we had got the casks on shore, began to be exceed-
‘Wely troublesome. Former experience having taught
S how difficult it was to repress this disposition,
Sthout having recourse to the authority of their
iefs, I was very sorry to find, that they were all at
other part of the island. Indeed we soon felt the
ant of their assistance ; for it was with great diffi-
Ity I was able to form a circle, according to our
o2
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usual practice, for the convenience and security of

the trading party ; and had no sooner done it, amd
posted guards to keep off the crowd, than I sawa 33

man laying hold of the bayonet of one of the soldiers’ 3
muskets, and endeavouring, with all his force, to 3
wrench it out of his hand. On my coming up to 3

them, the native let go his hold and retired ; but re- 7§
turned in a moment with a spear in one hand, and §
dagger in the other ; and his countrymen had much 3
ado to restrain him from trying his prowess with the 3§
soldier. This fray was occasioned by the latter’s 3
having given the man a slight prick with his bayonet, ‘3

in order to make him keep without the line.
I now perceived, that our situation required great

circumspection and management; and accordingly i3
gave the strictest orders, that no one should fire, nor {j
bave recourse to any other act of violence, without {4
positive commands. As soon as I had given these fg

directions, I was called to the assistance of the water- k2
ing party, where I found the natives equally inclined [3
to mischief. They had demanded from .our people §3
a large hatchet for every cask of water ; and this not f&
being complied with, they would not suffer the sailors
to roll them down to the boats.

[ had no sooner joined them, than one of the
natives advanced up to jne, with great insolence, and
made the same claim. I told him, that, as a friend,
I was very willing to present him with a hatchet, but
that I should certainly carry off the water without
paying any thing for it ; and I immediately ordered
the pinnace men to proceed in their business, and
called three marines from the traders to prétect
them.
Though this shew of spirit succeeded so far as to
make the natives desist from any open attempt to in-
terrupt us, they still continued to behaye in the most
teasing and provoking manner. Whilst some of them,
under pretence of assisting the men in rolling down.
the casks, turned them out of their course, and gave

(-
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them a wrong direction, others were stealing the
hats from off the sailors’ hea.ds, pulling them back-

ward by their clothe§, Or tripping up their heels ; “the

every instant ébmplaining of their attempts to force
them out of their hands, Though they continued,
for the most part, to pay great deference and respect

another, wrenching the hanger which I held care.
lessly in my hand, from e, ran off with it like light-
ning.

I% was in vain to think of rag ling this insolence
by force ; guarding therefgre. against its effects, in
the best manner we wereable, we had nothing to do
but to submit patiently to, it.© My apprehensions
- were, however, a little aldrmed, by the information [
soon after received from the serjeant of marines, who
told me, that, turning suddenly round, he saw 3 man

fatal to us.  As our people were separated intq three
small parties, one at the lake, filling casks, another
rolling them down to the shore, and the third, at
some distance, purchasing provisions, it had opce
occurred to me, that it might be Proper to collect
them all together, and to execute and protect ope
duty-at a time. But on second thoughts, T Jjudged
it more advisable to let them continue as they were,
N case of a real attack, our whole force, howeyer
G 8
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advantageously disposed, could have made but a poor 28

resistance. On the other hand, I thought it of some §

consequence to shew the natives, that we were under
no fears; and, what was still more material, the I3

crowd was, by this means, kept divided, and a con-
siderable part of them fully employed in bartering 2
provisions.
It is probable that their dread of the effects of our 3§
arms, was the principal cause of their backwardness &
in attacking us; and indeed the confidence we 3
appeared to place in this advantage, by opposing only #
five marines to their whole force, must have raised in
them a very high idea of our superiority. It was our 3
business to keep up this opinion as much as possible;
and in justice to the whole party, I must observe,
that no men could possibly behave better, for the 3
purpose of . strengthening these impressions. What- §
ever could be taken in jest, they bore with the utmost 3

temper and patience; and whenever any serious

attempt was made to interrupt them, they opposed 3
it with bold looks and meunaces. By this manage- 3
ment, we succeeded so far, as to get all the casks 3
gOWn to the water side, without any material acci- 3

ent. : E
While we were getting them ‘into the launch, the §
natives, perceiving the opportunity of plundering 3
would soon be over, became every moment more 4
daring and insolent. On this occasion, I was indebted 3
to the serjeant of marines for suggesting to me, the 3§
advantage that would arise from sending off his party 3
first into the boats; by which means, the muskets 3
of the soldiers, which, as I have already mentioned, £

were the objects the islanders had principally in view, 3%

would be removed out of their reach ; and.in casé of 3§
an attack, the marines themselves might be employed
more effectually in our defence, than if they were on §
shore.
We had now got every thing into the boats, and §
only Mr. Anderson the gunner, a seaman of the boat’s §
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crew, and myself, remained on shore. As the pin-
nace lay beyond the surf, through which we were
obliged to swim, I told them to make the best of
their way to it, and that I should follow them.

With this order I was suprised to find them both
refuse to comply ; and the consequence was a contest
amongst us who should be the last on shore. Tt
seems, that some hasty words 1 had just before used
to the sailor, which he thought reflected on his
courage, was the cause of this odd fancy in him; and
the old gunner, finding a point of honour started,
thonght he could not well avoid taking a part in it.
In this ridiculous situation we might have remained
some time, had not our dispute been soon settled by
the stongs that began to fly about us, and by the cries
of the people from the boats, to make haste, as the
natives were following us into the water with clubs
and spears. I reached the side of the pinnace first,
and finding Mr. Anderson was at some distance
behind, and not yet entirely out of danger, I called
out to the marines to fire one musket. In the hurry
of executing my orders, they fired two; and when I
got into the boat, I saw the natives running away,
and one man, with a woman sitting by him, left
behind on the beach. The man made several attempts
te rise, without being able; and it was“with much
regret, 1 perceived him to be wounded in the groin.
The natives soon after returned, and surrounded the
wounded man, brandishing their spears and daggers
atus, with an air of threatening and defiance ; but
before we reached the ships, we saw some persons,
whom we supposed to be the chiefs, now arrived,
" driving them away from the shore.

During our absence, Captain Clerke had been
under the greatest anx(i;:?f for our safety. And these
apprehensions were corisiderably increased, from his
having entirely mistaken the drift of the conversation
he had held with some natives who had been on board.

¢ 4
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The frequent mention of the name-of Captain Cook,

with other strong and circumstantial descriptions of
death and destruction, made him conclude, that the A
knowledge of the unfortunate events at Owhyhee -2
had reached them, and that these were what they 3

alluded to; whereas all they had in view was, to make
known to him the wars that had arisen, in conse-

quence of the goats that Captain Cook had left at 3
Oneeheow, and the slaughter of the poor goats §
themselves, during the struggle for the property of 3
them. Captain Clerke, applying this earnestness of #
conversation, and these terrible representations, to g
our calamitous transactions at Owhyhee, and to an 3
indication of revenge, kept his telescope fixed upon £
us, and the moment he saw the smoke of the muskets, §
ordered the boats to be manned and armed, and to 3J

put off to our assistance.

The next morning I was again ordered on shore §
with the watering party. Therisk we had run the £
preceding day, determined Captain Clerke to send §
a considerable force from both ships for our guard, 2
amounting in all to forty men underarms. Thispre- §
caution, however, was now unnecessary ; for we found §
the beach left entirely to ourselves, and the ground §
between the landing place and the lake, zabooed, with §
small white flags. We concluded, from this appear. §

ance, that some of the chiefs had certainly visited

this quarter ; and that, not being able to stay, they §
had kindly and considerately taken this step, for our
greater security and convenience. We saw several §
men armed with long spears and daggers on the §
other side of the river, on our right; but they did not §
offer to give us the least molestation. Their women 3
“came over, and sat down on the banks close by us, §

and at noon we prevailed on some of the men to bring

hogs and roots for our people, and to dress them for §
us. Assoon as we had left the beach, they came §
down to the sea side, and one of them threw a stone |
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at us; but his conduct seeming to be highly disap-
proved of by all the rest, we did not think it proper
to show any resentment..

The next day we completed our watering without
meeting with any material difficulty. On our return
to the ships, we found that several chiefs had been on
board, and had made excuses for the behaviour of -
their countrymen, attributing their riotous conduct
to the quarrels which subsisted at that time amongst
the principal people of the island, and which had
occasioned a general want of order and subordination
amongst them. The government of Atooi was in
dispute between Toneoneo, who had the supreme
power when we were here last year, and a boy named
Teavee. They are both, by different fathers, the
grandsons of Pereeorannee, king of Woahoo, who
had given the government of Atooi to the former,
and that of Oneeheow to the latter. The quarrel
had arisen about the goats we had left at Oneeheow
the last year: the right of property in which was
claimed by Toneoneo, on the pretence of that island’s
being a dependency of his.. The friends of Teavee
insisting on the right of possession, both parties
prepared to maintain their pretensions by force; and
a few days before our arrival, a battle had been fought,
in which Toneoneo had been worsted. The conse-
quence of this victory was likely to affect Toneoneo
in a much deeper manner than by the mere loss of
the objects in dispute; for the mother of Teavee,
having married a second husband, who was a chief
of Atooi, and at the head of a powerful faction there,
he thought that the present opportunity was not to be
neglected of driving Toneoneo entirely out of the is-
land, and of advancing his son-in-law to the govern-
ment. I have already had occasion to mention that
the goats, which had increased to the number of six,
and would probably in a few years have stocked all
these islands, were destroyed in the contest.

On the 4th, the mother and sister of the young
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prince and his father-in-law, with many other chiefs
of that party, came on board the Resolution, and 3
- made several curious and valuable presents to Captain
*Clerke. Amongst the former, were some fish-hooks, 2
which they assured us were made of the bones of our
old friend Terreeoboo’s father, who had been killed §
.in an unsuccessful descent upon the island of Woahoo; 3§
and a fly flap, presented to him by the prince’s sister, §
the handle of which was a human bone, that had &
been given her as a trophy by her father-in-law. 3
Young Teavee was not of the company, being en. 3
gaged, as we were told, in performing some religious §
ceremonies, in consequence of the victory he had §
obtained, which were to st twenty days. ?
This and the two following days were employed &
on shore in completing the Discovery’s water; and
the carpenters were busy on board, in caulking the
ships, and in making other preparations for our next
cruise. 'The natives desisted from" giving us any §
further disturbance; and we procured from thema
plentiful supply of pork and vegetables. 3
At this time, an Indian brought a piece of iron on g
board theDiscovery, to be fashioned into the shape of §
pahooa. 1t was garefully examined both by the
officers and men, #d appeared to be the bolt of some 8
large ship timbers. They were not able to discover§
to what nation it belonged ; but from the pale colour*
of the iron, and its not corresponding in shape to our
bolts, they concluded that it certainly was not English. §
This led them to make astrict inquiry of the native, §
when and where he got it; and if they comprehended §
him right, it had been taken out of a piece of timber, 3
larger than the cable bit, to which he pointed. This§
piece of' wood, they farther understood from him,§
to have been driven upon thejr island, since we}
were here in January 1778.
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On the 7th, we were surprised with a visit from
Toneoneo. When he heard the dowager princess
was in the ship, it was with great difficulty we could
prevail on him to come on board, not from any ap-
prehension that he appeared to entertain of his safety, -
but from an unwillingness to see her. Their meeting
was with sulky and lowering looks on both sides.
He staid but a short time, and seemed much dejected;
but we remarked, with some surprise, that the women,
both at his coming and going away, prostrated thém-
selves before him s and that he was treated by all
the natives on board*with the respect usually paid to
those of his rank. Indeed, it must appear somewhat
extraordinary, that a person, who was at this time in
a state of actual hostility with Teavee’s party, and
was even prepared for another battle, should trust
himself almost alone within the power of his enemies.
It is therefore to be observed, that the civil dissen-
tions, which are very frequent throughout all the
South Sea Islands, seem to be carried-on without
Sl much acrimony or bloodshed ; and that-the deposed
[ zovernor still continues to enjoy the rank of an Eree,

and is left to make use of such means as may arise
 for the regaining his lost consequence. But I shall
have occasion to speak more particularly on this sub-
ject in the next chapter; in which the best account
will be given, which we were able to collect, of the
political state of those countries.
- On jthe 8th, at nine in the morning, we weighed,
and sailed toward Oneeheow; and at three in the -
afternoon, anchored in twenty fathoms water, nearly
on the same spot as in the year 1778. We moored
with the other anchor in twenty-six fathoms’ water.
The high bluff, on the south end of the island, bore
cast south-east; the north point of the road, north half
cast; and a bluff head to the south of it, north-east by
north. During the night we had a strong gale from
the eastward; and, in the morning of the 9th, found
the ship had driven a whole cable’s length, and
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brought both anchors almost ahead. We shortened |
in the best bower cable; butthe wind blowing too

“fresh to unmoor, we were obliged to remain this and |

the two following days, with the anchors still ahead. - 4

On the 12th, the weather being moderate, the &2
master was sent to the north-west side of the island
to look for a more convenient place for anchoring. B
He returned in the evening, having found, close §
round the west point of the road where we now lay, |
which is also the westernmost point of the island, a §
fine bay, with good anchorage, in eighteen fathoms’ }
water, a clear sandy bottom, not a mile from the §
beach, on which the surf beats, but not so as to hin- §
der landing. The direction of the points of the bay
were north by east, and south by west; and, in
that line, the soundings seven, eight, and nine fathoms:
On the north side of the bay was a smail village;
and a quarter of a mile to the eastward, were four
small wells of good water; the road to them level, |
and fit for rolling casks. Mr. Bligh went afterward |
so far to the north as to satisfy himself, that Oreehoua
was a separate island from Oneeheow ; and that there
was a passage between them; which, before, we only
conjectured to exist. 3
- In the afternoon we hoisted in all the boats, and

‘made ready for going to sea in the morning.
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o CHAP. VI.

GENERAL ACCOUNT OF THE SANDWICH ISLANDS.—THEIR NUM-
BER, NAMES, 'AND SITUATION. — OWHYHEE. — ITS EXTENT
AND DIVISION INTO DISTRICTS. — ACCOUNT OF ITS COASTS,
AND THE ADJACENT COUNTRY.— VOLCANIC APPEARANCES.
— SNOWY MOUNTAINS. — THEIR HEIGHT DETERMINED, —
ACCOUNT OF A JOURNEY' INTO THE INTERIOR PARTS OF THE
COUNTRY. — MOWEE. —TAHOOROWA. ~— MOROTOI.— RANAI.
— WOAHOO. — ATOOI. — ONEEHEOW. — OREEHOUA. — TA~-
HOORA. — CLIMATE. = WINDS. — CURRENTS. — TIDES. —
ANIMALS AND VEGETABLES.—ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS.

A's we are now about to take our final leave of the
Sandwich Islands, it will not be improper to introduce
here some general account of their situation and
natural histqry','”'and of the manners and customs of
the inhabitants.

This subject has indeed been, in some measure,
pre-occupied by persons far more capable of doing it
justice, than I can pretend to be. Had Captain Cook
and Mr. Anderson lived to avail themselves of the
advantages which we enjoyed by a return to these
islands, it cannot be questioned, that the public
would have derived much additional information from
the skill and diligence of two such accurate observers.
The reader will therefore lament with me our com-
mon misfortune, which hath deprived him of the
labours of such superior abilities, and imposed on
me the task of presenting him with the best supple-
mentary account the various duties of my station
permitted me to furnish. ) .

This group consists of eleven islands, extending in
latitude from 18° 54 to 22° 15’ north; and in lon-
gitude from 199° 36" to 205° 06" east. They. are
called by the natives; 1. Owhyhee. 2. Mowee. 3.
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Ranai,* or Oranai. 4. Morotinnee, or Morokinnee.
5. Kahowrowee, or Tahoorowa. 6. Morotoi, or
Morokoi. 7. Woahoo, or Oahoo. 8. Atooi, Atowi,
or Towi, and sometimes Kowi.* 9. Neeheehow, or
Oneeheow. 10. Oreehoua, or Reehoua; and, 11. .
Tahoora; and are all inhabited, excepting Moro-
tinnee and Tahoora. Besides the islands above
enumerated, we were told by the Indians, that there
is ‘another called Modoopapapat, or Komodoopa-
papa, lying to the west south-west of Tahoora,
which is low and sandy, and visited only for the
purpose of catching turtle and sea-fowl; and, as I
could never learn that they knew of any others, it is
probable that none exist in their neighbourhood.

They were named by Captain Cook the Sandwich
Islands, in honour of the EarL of SaNnpwich, un- §
der whose administration-he had enriched geogra- §
phy with so many splendid and important discoveries; §
a tribute justly due to that noble person for the
liberal support these voyages derived from his power, }
in whatever could extend their utility, or promote |
their success; for the zeal with which he seconded }
the views of that great navigator; and if I may be §
allowed to add the voice of private gratitude, for the |
generous protection, which, since the death of their |
unfortunate commander, he has afforded all theofficers |
that served under him.

Owhyhee, the easternmost, and by much the largest, §
of these islands, is of a triangular shape, and nearly |
equilateral.  The angular points make the north, |
east,. and south extremities, of which the northern
is in latitude 20° 17’ north, longitude 204° 02’ east: |
the eastern in latitude 19° 34’ north, longitude 205° {
06" east: and the southern extremity in latitude §
18° 54/ north, longitude 204° 15’ east.” Its greatest §

* It i.s to be observed, that, among the windward Islands, the #
is used instead of.the ¢, as Morokoi instead of Morotoi, &c. -

+ Modoo signifies island; papapa, flat. This island is called
Tammatapappa, by Captain Cook, vol. II. p- 222. '
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length, which lies in a direction nearly north and
south, is 28} leagues; its breadth is 24 leagues; and
it is about 255 geographical, or 293 English miles,
in circumference. The whole island is divided into
six large districts; Amakooa and Aheedoo, which

B ihe so h-east; Akona and Kooarra on the west.

lie Tc;‘;?‘e' north-east side; Apoona and Kaoo on

~The districts of Amakooa and Aheedoo are sepa-

rated by a mountain, called Mouna Kaah (or the
mountain Kaah), which rises in three peaks, perpe-
tually covered with snow, and may be clearly seen
at 40 leagues’ distance. '

To the north of this mountain the coast consists
of high and abrupt cliffs, down which fall many beau-
tiful cascades of water. We were once flattered with
the hopes of meeting with a harbour round a bluff
head, in latitude 20° 10’ north, and longitude 204°
26" east; but, on doubling the point, and stand-
ing close in, we found it connected by a low valley
withanother high head to the north-west. The
country rises inland with a gentle ascent, is inter-
sected by deep narrow glens, or rather chasms; and
appeared to be well cultivated and sprinkled over
with-a number of villages. The sngwy mountain is
very steep and the lower part of 1t covered with
wood. )

The coast of Aheedoo, which lies to the south of
Mouna Kaah, is of a moderate height, and the interior
parts appear more even than the country to the north-
vest, and less broken by ravines. Off these two

istricts we cruized for almost a month; and, when-
ever our distance from shore would permit it, were
Jsure of being surrounded by canoes laden with all
Jikinds of refreshments. We had frequently a very
leavy sea, and great swell on this side of the island,
and as we had no soundings, and could observe much
foul ground off the shore, we never approached nearer
the land than two or three leagues, excepting on the
occasion already mentioned.




96 - COO0KX’S VOYAGE TO MARCH,

. The coast to the north-east of Apoona, which
forms the eastern extremity of the island, is low and ;
flat; the acclivity of the inland parts is very gradual, '
and the whole country covered with cocoa-nut and
bread-fruit trees. This, as far as we could judge, is
the finest part of the island, and we were afterward
told that the king had a place of residence here. At J
the south-west extremity the hills rise abruptly §
from the sea side, leaving but a narrow border of low §
ground toward the beach. We were pretty near the §
shore at this part of the island, and found the sides §
of the hills covered with a fine verdure; but the coun. §
try seemed to be very thinly inhabited. On doubling §
the east point of the island, we came in sight of 8
another snowy mountain, called Mouna Roa (or the
extensive mountain), which countinued to be a very §
conspicuous object all the while we were sailing along |
the south-east side. It is flat at the top, making i
what is called by ‘mariners table-land: the summit
was constantly buried in snow, and we once saw its |
sides also slightly covered for a considerable way |
down; but the greatest part of this disappeared §

again in a few days. _
According to the tropical line of snow, as deter-}
mined by Mr. Condamine, from observations taken
on the Cordilleras, this mountain must be at least
16,020 feet high, which exceeds the height of the
Pico de Teyde, or Peak of Teneriffe, by 724 feet,§
according to Dr. Heberden’s computation, or 3680, §
according to that of the Chevalier de Borda. The@
peaks of Mouna Kaah appeared to be about half a§
mile high; and as they are entirely covered with§
snow, the altitude of their summits cannot be less|
than 18,400 feet. But itis probable that both these§
mountains may be considerably higher. For, in insu- §
lar situations, the effects of the warm sea air must§
necessarily remove the line of snow, in equal latitudes,
to a greater height than where the atmosphere is |8
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chilled on all sides by an immense tract of perpetual
snows ~

The coast of Kaoo presents a prospect of the most
horrid and dreary kind: the whole country appearing
to have undergone a total change from the effects of
some dreadful convulsion. The ground ‘is every
where covered with cinders, and intersected in many
places with black streaks, which seem to mark the
course of a lava that has flowed, not many ages back,
from the mountain Roa to the shore. The southern
promontory looks like the mere dregs of a volcano.
The projecting head-land is composed of broken and
craggy rocks, piled irregularly on one another, and
terminating in sharp points.

Notwithstanding the dismal aspect of this part of
the island, there are many villages scattered over -it;
and it certainly is much more populous that the ver-
dant mountains of Apoona. Nor is this circumstance
hard to be accounted for. As these islanders have
no cattle, they have consequently no use for pastu-
rage, and therefore naturally prefer such ground, as
either lies more convenient for fishing, or is best
suited to the cultivation of yams and plantains. Now,
amidst these ruins, there are many patches of rich
soil, which are carefully laid out in plantations, and
the neigbouring sea abounds with a variety of most
excellent fish, with which, as well as with other pro-
visions, we were always plentifully supplied. Off this
part of the coast, we could find no ground at less than
a cable’s length from the shore, with a hundred and
sixty fathoms of line, excepting in a small bight to
the eastward of the south point, where we had re-
gular soundings of fifty and fifty-eight fathoms over
a bottom of fine sand. Before we proceed to the
western districts, it may be necessary to remark,
that the whole coast side of. the island, from the
northern to the southern extremity, does not afford
the smallest harbour, or shelter for shipping.

VOL. VIL H
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The south-west parts ofAkona are in the same :
state with the adjoining district of Kaga; bit farther :
to the north, the country has been cultivated with :
great pains, and is extremely populous. g

In this part of the islandis situated Karakakooa
Bay, which has been already described. Along the
coast nothing is seen but large masses of slag, and
the fragments of black scorched rocks ; behind which,
the ground rises gradually for about two miles and
half, and appears to have been formerly covered wit
loose burnt stones:© These the natives have taken th
pains of clearing away, frequently to the depth o
three feet and upward ; which labour, great as it i
the fertility of the soil amply repays. Here, ina richd
ashy mould, they cultivate sweet potatoes, and theg
cloth-plant. . The fields are inclosed with stone. g
fences, and are interspersed with groves of cocoa-nutg
trees. On the rising ground beyond these, the bread.
fruit trees are planted, and flourish withr the greatestg
luxuriance. -

Koaara extends from the westernmost point to the§
northern extremity of the island; the whole coast§
between them forming an extensive bay, calledf
Toe-yah-yah, which'is bounded to the north by twf
very conspicuous hills. - Toward the bottom of thi}
bay there is foul, corally ground, extending upwarlg
of a mile from the shore, without which the sounding:
are regular, with good anchorage, in twenty fathoms§
The country, as far as the eye could reach, seemed}
fruitful and well inhabited, the. soil being in appearg
ance of the same kind with the district of Kaoo ; bu g
no fresh water is to be got here. 3

I have hitherto confined myself to the coasts of
this island, and the adjacent country, which is a
that I had an opportunity of being acquainted with
from my own observation.. The only account I caj
give of the interior parts, is from the information]
obtained from a party who set out on the afternom
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of the 26th of January, on an expedition up the:
country, with an intention of penetrating as far as
they could ; and principally of reaching, if possible,
the snowy mountains. -

Having procured two natives to serve them as
guides, they left the village about four o’clock in the
afternoon, directing their course a little to the south-
ward of the east. .To thedistance of three or four
miles from the bay, they found the country as before
described ; the hills afterward rose with a more sud-
den ascent, which brought them to the extensive
plantations, that terminate the view of the country,
as seen from the ships. '

These plantations consist of the* tarrow or eddy.
root, and the sweef potatoe, with plants of the cloth-
tree, neatly set outin rows. The walls that separate
them are made of the loose burnt stones, which are
got in clearing the ground ; and, being entirely con-
cealed by sugar-canes, planted close on each side,
make the most beautiful fences that can be conceived.

The party stopped for the night at the second hut
they found amongst the plantations, where they
judged themselves to be about six or seven miles from
the ships. They described the prospect from this
spot as very delightful ; they saw the ships in the
bay before them ; to the left, a continued range of

* Both the sweet potatoes, and the tarrow, are here planted
four feet from each other; the former was earthed up almost to
the top of the stalk, with about half a bushel of light mould ; the
latter is left bare to the root, and the mould round it is made in
8 the form of a bason, in order to hold the rain-water, as this root
requires a certain degree of moisture. It has been before observed,
that the tarrow, at the Friendly and Society Islands, was always
planted in low and moist situations, and generally, where there was
the conveniency of a rivulet to flood it. It was imagined that this
mode of culture was absolutely necessary ; but we now found, that,
with the precaution above mentioned, it succeeds equally well in a
drier situation: indeed, we all remarked, that the tarrow of the
Sandwich Islands is the best we had ever tasted. The plantains
are not admitted in these plantations, but grow amongst the bread-
fruit trees. - -

H 2
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villages, interspersed with groves of cocoa.nut trees
spreading along the sea-shore ; a thick wood stretch-
ing out of sight behind them ; and to the right, an
extent of ground laid out in regular and well culti-
vated plantations, as far as the eye could reach. -

Near this spot, at a distance from any other dwell-
ing, the natives pointed out to them the residence of
an hermit, who, they said, had formerly been a great
chief and warrior, but had long ago quitted the shores
of the island, and now never stirred from his cottage.
They prostrated themselves as they approached him,
and afterward presented to him a part of such provi-
sions as they had brought with them. His behaviour
was easy and cheerful ; he scarce shewed any marks
of astonishment at the sight of our people, and though
pressed to accept some of our curiosities, he declined
the offer, and soon withdrew to his cottage. He was
described as by far the oldest person any of the party
had ever seen, and judged to be, by those who com-
puted his age at the lowest, upward of 100 years old.

As our people had imagined the mountain not to
be more than ten or twelve miles from the bay, and
consequently, that they should reach it with ease
early the next morning, an error into which its great
height had probably led them, they were now much
surprised to find the distance scarce perceptibly di-
minished. This circumstance, together with the
uninhabited state of the country they were going to
enter, made it necessary to procure a supply of pro-
visions; and for that purpose they dispatched one of
their guides back to the village. Whilst they were
waiting his return, they were joined by some of
Kaoo’s servants, whom that benevolent old man had
sent after them, as soon as he heard of their journey,
laden with refreshments, and authorized, ‘as their
route lay through his grounds, to demand and take
away whatever they might have occasion for.

Our travellers were much astonished to find the
cold here so intense; buthaving no thermometer with
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them, could judge of it only by their feelings; which,
from the warm atmosphere they had left, must have
been a very fallacious measure. They found it, how-
ever, so cold that they could get but little sleep, and
and the natives none at all; both parties .being
disturbed the whole night by continued coughing.
~ As they could not at this time be at any very con-
siderable height, the distance from the sea being
only six or seven miles, and part of theroad on a
very moderate ascent, this extraordinary degree of
eold must be ascribed to the easterly wind blowing
fresh over the snowy mountains.

Early on the 27th they set out again, and filled
their calibashes at an excellent well, about half a
mile from their hut. Having passed the plantations,
they came to a thick wood, which they entered by a
path made for the convenience of the natives, who go
thither to fetch the wild or horse plantain, and to
catch birds. Their progress now became very slow,
and attended with much labour; the ground being
either swampy, or ‘€overed with large stones; the
path marrow, and frequently interrupted by trees
lying across it, which it was necessary to climb over,
the thickness of the under-wood on both sides mak-
ing itimpossible to pass round them. Inthese woods
they observed, at small distances, pieces of white
cloth fixed on poles, which they supposed to be land-
marks for the division of property, as they only met
with them where the wild plantains grew. The trees,
which are of the same kind with those we called the
spice-tree at New Holland, were lofty and straight,
and from two to four feet in circumference.

After they had advanced about ten miles in the
wood, they had the mortification to find themselves
on a sudden within sight of the sea, ind at no great
distance trom it; the path having turned impercep-
tibly to the southward, and carried them to the right
of the mountain, which it was their object to reach.
Their disappointment was greatly increased by the

: © H3
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uncertainty they were now under of its true bearings,
since they could not, at this time, get a view of it
from the top of the highest trees. They, therefore,
found themselves obliged to walk back six or seven
miles to an unoccupied hut, where they had left three
of the natives, and two of their own people, with the
small stock that remained of their provisions. Here
they spent the second night; and the air was so very
sharp and so little to the liking of their guides, that,
by the morning, they had all taken themselves off,
except one. :

The want of provisions now making it necessary to
return to some of the cultivated parts of the island,
they quitted the wood by the same path they had
entered it; and, on their arrival at the plantations,
were surrounded by the natives, of whom they pur-
chased a fresh stock of necessaries; and prevailed
upon two of them to supply the place of the guides
that were gone away. Having obtained the best
information in their power, with regard to the direc-
tion of their road, the party being now nine in number,
marched along the skirts of the wood for six orseven
miles, and then entered it again by a path that bore
to the eastward. For the first three miles they passed
through a forest of lofty spice-trees, growing on a
strong rich loam; at the back of which they found
an equal extent of low shrubby trees, with much
thick underwood, on a bottom of loose burnt stones.
This led them to a second forest of spice-trees, -and
the same rich brown soil, which was again succeeded
I’F' a barren ridge of the same nature with the former.

his alternate succession may, perhaps, afford matter

of curious speculation to naturalists. The only addi-
tional circumstance I could learn relating to it, was,
that these ridges appeared, as far as they could be
seen, to run in directions parallel to the sea shore,
and to have Mouna Roa for their centre.

In passing through the woods, they found many
canoes half finished, and here and there a hut; but
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saw none of the inhabitants. Having penetrated
near three miles into the second wood, they came to
two huts, where they stopped, exceedingly fatigued
with the day’s journey, having walked not less than
twenty miles;, according to their own computation.
As they had met with no springs from the time they
left the plantation-ground, and began to suffer much
from the violence of their thirst, they were obliged,
before the;night came on, to separate into parties, and
go in search of water; and at last found some left
by rain in the bottom of an unfinished canoe; which,
though of the colour of red wine, was to them no un-
welcome discovery. 1In the night, the cold was still
more intense than they had found it before; and,
though they had wrapped themselves up in mats and
cloths of the country, and kept a large fire between
the two huts, they could yet sleep but very little;
and were obliged to walk about the greatest part of
the night.

Their elevation was now probably pretty consider-
able, as the ground on which they had travelled, had
been generally on the ascent.

On the 29th, at day break, they set out, intending
to make their last and utmost effort to reach the
snowy mountain; but their spirits were much de-
pressed, when they found they had expended the
miserable pittance of water, they had found the night
before.. The path, which extended no farther than
where canoes had been built, was now atan end; and
they were therefore obliged to make their way as well
as they could; every nowand then climbing up into
the highest trees to explore the country round. At
eleven o’clock, they came to a ridge of burnt stones,
from the top of which they saw the snowy mountain,
al}])pearing to be about twelve or fourteen miles from
them.

It was here deliberated whether they should pro-
ceed any further, or rest satisfied with the view
they now had of Mouna Roa. The road, ever since
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the path ceased, had become exceedingly fatiguing;
and every moment they advanced, was growing still
more so. The deep chinks, with which the ground §
was every were broken, being slightly covered with
moss, made them stumble at almost every step; and
the intermediate space was a surface of loose burnt §
stones, which broke under their feet like potsherds.
They threw stones into several of these chinks;
which, by the noise they made, seemed to fall to a §
considerable depth, and the ground sounded hollow
under their feet. Besides these discouraging cir-
cumstances, they found their guides so averse to
going on, that they believed, whatever their own
determinations might have been, they could not have
prevailed on them to remain out another night.
They, therefore, at last agreed to return to the ships,
after taking a view of the country from the highest
trees which the place afforded. From this elevation
they saw themselves surrounded on all sides with
wood toward the sea; they could not distinguish, in
the horizon, the sky from the water; and between
them and the snowy mountain, was a valley about |
seven or eight miles broad, above which the moun-
tain appeared only as a hill of a moderate size.
They rested this night at a hut in the second wood,
and on the 30th, before noon, they had got clear of |
the first, and found themselves about nine miles to
the north-east of the ships, toward which they di-
rected their march through the plantations. As they
passed along, they did not observe a single spot of }
ground that was capable of improvement, left un. |
Elanted; and, indeed, itappeared, from their account,
ardly possible for the country to be cultivated to §
greater advantage for the purposes of the inhabitants, §
or made to yield them a larger supply of necessaries §
for their subsistence. ‘They were surprised to meet
with several fields of hay; and on inquiring to what
uses it was applied, were told it was designed to
cover the young tarrow grounds, in order to preserve’




1779. THE PACIFIC OCEAN, 105

them from being scorched by the sun. They saw a
few scattered huts amongst the plantations, which ser-
ved for occasional shelter to the labourers; but no
villages at a greater distance than four or five miles
from the sea. Near one of them, about four miles
from the bay, they found a cave forty fathoms long,
three broad, and of the same height. It was open at
both ends; the sides were fluted, as if wrought with
a chissel, and the surface glazed over, probably by the
action of fire. .

Having giving this account of the most material
circumstances that occurred on the expedition to the
snowy mountain, I shall now return to the other
islands that remain to be described.

The island next in size, and nearest in situation, to
Owhyhee, is Mowee; which lies at the distance of
eight léagues north north-west from the former,
and is 140 geographical miles ‘in circumference. A
low isthmus divides it into two circular peninsulas, of
which that to the east is called Whamadooa, and is
double the size of the western  peninsula, called
Owhyrookoo. The mountains in both rise to an ex-
ceeding great height, having been seen by us at the
distance of upward of thirty leagues. The northern
shores, like those of Owhyhee, afford no soundings ;
and the country presents the same appearance of ver-
dure and fertility. To the south-east, between this
and the adjacent isles, we had regular depths, with a
hundred and fifty fathoms, with a sandy bottom.
From the west point, which is low, runs a shoal,
stretching out toward Ranai, to a considerable dis-
tance; and to the southward of this is a fine spacious
bay, with a sandy beach, shaded with cocoa-nut trees.
It is probable that good anchorage might be found
here, with shelter from the prevailing winds, and that
the beach affords a convenient place for landing.
The country behind presents a most romantic appear-
ance. The hills rise almost perpendicularly, in a
great variety of peaked forms; and their steep sides,
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* and the deep chasms between them, are covered with

trees, amongst which those of the bread-fruit were
observed particularly to abound. The tops of these

hills are entirely bare, and of a reddish brown colour. &

We were informed by the natives, that there is an
harbour to the southward of the east point, which
they affirmed to be superior to that of Karakakooa; |
and we were also told, that, on the north-west side,
there was another harbour, called Keepoo-keepoo.

Tahoorowa is a small island lying off the south.
west part of Mowee, from which it is distant three
leagues. This island is destitute of wood, and the
soil seems to be sandy and barren. Between Tahow-
rowa and Mowee, lies the small uninhabited island
Morrotignee.

Morof™t is only two leagues and a half from
Mowee to the west north-west. The south-western
coast, which was the only part near which we ap.
proached, is very low; but the land rises backward
to a considerable height; and, at the distance from
which we saw it, appeared to -be entirely without
wood. Its produce, we were told, consists chiefly of
yams. It may, probably, have fresh water; and, on §
the south and west sides, the coast forms several bays, E
that promise good shelter from the trade winds.

Ranai is about three leagues distant from Mowee
and Morotoi, and lies to the south-west of the pas-
sage between these islands. The country to the
south is high and craggy ; but the other parts of the
island had a better aspect, and appeared to be well in-
habited. We were told that it produces very few
plantains and bread-fruit trees; but that it abounds |
in roots, such as yams, sweet potatoes, and tarrow.

Woahoo lies to the north-west of Morotoi, at the :
distance of about seven leagues. As far as we could |
judge, from the appearance of the north-east and
north-west parts (for we saw nothing of the southem
side), it is by far the finest island of the whole group.
Nothing can exceed the verdure of the hills, the va-
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riety of wood and lawn, and rich cultiva valleys,
which the whole face of the country displayed.
Having already given a description of the ba , form-

. by the north and west extremities, in which we

ame to anchor, I have only to observe, that in the
bight of the bay, to the south of the anchoring-place,
we found rocky foul ground, two miles from the
shore. Should the ground tackling of a ship be weak,
and the wind blow strong from the north, to which
is entirely open, this circumstance
d with some danger; but with good
cables there would be little risk, as the ground from
the anchoring-place, which is opposite to the valley
through which the river runs to the north point, 13
a fine sand.

Atooi lies to the north-west of Woahoo, and is
distant from it about twenty.five leagues. The face
of the country to the north-east and. north-west js
broken and ragged ; but to the south it is more even ;
the hills rise with a gentle slope from the sea side,
and, at some distance back, are covered with wood.
Its productions are the same with those of the other
islands; but the inhabitants far surpass all the neigh-
bouring islanders in the management of their plant-
ations. In the low grounds, adjoining to the bay
where we lay at anchor, these plantations were
divided by deep and regular ditches; the fences were
made with a neatness approaching to elegance, and
the roads through them were thrown up and finished,
in a manner that would have done credit to any Euro-
pean engineer. -

Oneeheow lies five leagues to the westward of
Atooi. The eastern coast is high, and rises abruptly
from the sea, but the rest of the island consists of low
ground ; excepting a round bluff head on the south-
east point. It produces abundance of yams, and of
the sweet root called Zee; but we got from it no
other sort of provisions. '
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Oreehoua and Tahoora are two small islands in
the neighbourhood of Oneeheow. The former is 3
single high hummock, joined by a reef of coral rocks, §
to the northern extremity of Oneeheow. The lat. §
ter lies to the south-east, and is uninhabited. '

The climate of the Sandwich Islands differs very
little from that of the West India Islands, which lie
in the same lattitude. Upon the whole, perhaps, it
may be rather more temperate. The thermometer
on shore in Karakakooa Bay never rose higher than
88e, and that but one day; its mean height, at noon,
was 83°. In Wymoa Bay, its mean height at noon
was 76°, and when out at sea, 75°. The mean height
of the thermometer at noon, in Jamaica, is about 86°,
at sea 80°.

Whether they be subject to the same violent winds
and hurricanes, we could not discover, as we were
not there in any of the stormy months. However,
as the natives gave us no positive testimony of the |
fact, and no traces of their effects were any where
visible, it is pfobable that, in this respect, they resem-
ble the Society and Friendly Islands, which are in
a great measure free from these dreadful visitations.

During the four winter months that we remained
amongst these islands, there was more rain, especially
in the interior parts, than usually fall during the dry
season, in the islands of the West Indies. We gene-
rally saw clouds collecting round the tops of the
hills, and producing rain to leeward; but after they
are separated from the land by the wind, they disperse,
and are lost, and others succeed in their place. This |
happened daily at Owhyhee: the mountainous parts
being generally enveloped in a cloud; successive
showers falling in the inland country ; with fine wea- §
ther, and a clear sky at the sea shore. :

The winds in general were, from east south-east §
to morth-east; though this sometimes varied a few
points each way to the northrand south ; but these
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-ere light, and of short duration. In the harbour of
Karakakooa, we had a constant land and sea brecze
every day and night. -

The currents seemed very uncertain, sometimes
setting to windward, .and at other times to leeward,
without any regularity. They did not appear to be
governed by the winds, nor any other cause that I
can assign : they frequently set to windward against
a fresh breeze,_

The tides are very regular, flowing and ebbing six
hours each. . The flood comes: from the eastward;
and it is high water at the full and change of the
moon, forty:five minutes past three, apparent time.
Their greatest rise is two feet seven inches: and we
always observed the water to be four inches higher
when the moon was above the horizon than when it
was belows

The quadrupeds in these, asin all the other islands

hat have been discovered in the South Sed, are con-
fined to three sorts, dogs, hogs, and rats. The dogs
hre of the same speciegwith those of Otaheite, having
short crooked legs, long backs, and pricked ears. 1

did not observe any variety inthem, exceptin their
skins; some having long and rough hair, and others

eing quite smooth. They are about the size of a

ommon turnspit; exceedingly sluggish in their na-

ure ; though perhaps this may be more owing to the
anner in which they are treated, than to any natural
isposition in them. They are, in general, fed and

Jeft to herd with the hogs; and I do not recollect

one instance in which a dog was made a companion,

n the manner we do in Europe. Indeed, the custom

of eating them is an insuperable bar to their admis-
kion into society; and, as there are neither beasts of
prey in the island, nor objects of chace, it is probable,

hat the social qualities of the dog, its fidelity, attach-
ment, and sagacity, will remain unknown to the
matives.
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The number of dogs in these islands did not appex §
to be nearly equal, in proportion, to those in Ota.
heite. But, on the other hand, they abound much}
more in hogs ; and the breed is of a larger and weigh. §
tier kind. The supply of provisions of this kind,}
whieh we got from them, was really astonishing,
We were near four months, either cruising off the
coast, or. in barbour at Owhyhee. During all thi
time, a large allowance of fresh pork was constantly
served to both crews; so that our consumption wag
computed at about sixty puncheons of five hundred
weight each. Besides this, and the incredible waste
which, in the midst of such plenty, was not to be
guarded against, sixty puncheons more were salted
for sea store. The greatest part of this supply was
drawn from the island of Owhyhee alone, and yet we
could not perceive that it was at all drained, or even}
that the abundance had any way decreased.

The birds of these islands are as beautiful as any we
have seen during the voyage, and are numerous,
though not various. There are four, which seem tof
belong to the trockili, or honeysuckers of Linnaus;
one of which is something larger than a bullfinch;
its colour is a fine glossy black, the rump-vent and
thighs a deep yellow. It is called by the natives
hookoo. Another is of an exceeding bright scarlet
colour; the wings black, and edged with white, and
the tail black; its native name is eeeeve. A third}
which seems to be either a young bird, or a variety
of the foregoing, is variegated with red, brown, and§
yellow. The fourth is entirely green, with 4 tinge
of yellow, and is called akatearooa. Thereis a spe-§
cies of thrush, with a grey breast; and a small bird of8
the flycatcher kind ; a rail, with very short wings and§
no tail, which on that account, we named rallus ecau-§
dofus. Ravens are found here, but they are very§
scarce ; their colouris dark brown, inclining to black;
and their note is different from the European. Here
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are two small birds, both of one genus, that are very
common; one is red, and generally seen about the
cocoa-nut trees, particularly when they are in flower,
from whence it seems to derive great part of its sub-
sistence; the other is green; the tongues of both are
long and ciliated, or fringed at the tip. A bird with
avyellow head, which, from the structure of its beak,
we called a perroquet, is likewise very common. It,
however, by no means belongs to that tribe, but
greatly resembles the lexia flavicans, or yellowish
cross-bill of Linnzeus.

Here are also owls, plovers of two sorts, one very
like the whistling plover of Europe; a large white
pigeon; a bird with a long tail, whose colour is black,
the vent and feathers under the wing (which is much
longer than is usually seen in the generality of birds,
except the birds of paradise) are yellow; and the
common water or darker hen. i

Their vegetable productions 4re nearly the same
with the rest of the South Sea islands. I have before
mentioned, that the Zarrow root is much superior to
any we had before tasted, and that we attributed this
excellence to the dry method of cultivating it. The
bread-fruit trees thrive here, not in such abundance,
but produce double the quantity of fruit, they do on
the rich plains of Otaheite. The trees are nearly of
the same height, but the branches begin to strike out
from the trunk much lower, and with greater luxuri-
ance. Their sugar-canes are also of a very unusual
size. One of them was brought to us at Atooi,
measuring eleven inches and a quarter in circumfe-
rence, and having fourteen feet eatable. )

At Oneeheow, they brought us several large roots
of a brown colour, shaped like a yam, and from six to
ten pounds in weight. The juice, which it yields in
greAt abundance, is very sweet, and of a pleasant
taste, and was found to be an excellent substitute for
sugar. The natives are very fond of it, and use it as
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an article of their common diet ; and our people also
found it very palatable and wholesome. We.could
not learn to what species of plant it belonged, having
never been able to procure the leaves; but it was
supposed by our botanists to be the root of some kind §
of fern.

Agreeably to the practice of Captain Cook, I shall
subjoin an abstract of the astronomical observations
which were made at the observatory in Karakakooa
Bay, for determining its latitude and longitude, and
for finding the rate and error of the time-keeper.
To these are subjoined the mean variation of the
compass, the dip of the magnetic needle, and a table
of the latitude and longitude of the Sandwich Islands.
The latitude of the observatory,

deduced from meridian zenith

distances of' the sun, eleven

stars to the south, and four

stars to the north of the zenith-19° 28’ 0” north.
The longitude of the observ-

atory, deduced from 253 sets of

lunar observations;- each set
consisting of six observed dis-
tances of the sun from the
moon, or stars; fourteen of
the above sets were only taken
at the observatory, 105 sets
being taken whilst cruizing off
Owhyhee ; and 134 sets, when
at Atooi and Oneeheow ; all
these being reduced to the ob-
servatory, by means of the
time-keeper - - -
The longitude of the observa-
tory, by the time-keeper, on the
19th January, 1779, accord-
ing to its rate, as found at
Greenwich - - - 214° 7 15" east.

204° O° 0” east.
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The longitude of the observ-
atery, by the time-keeper, on
the 19th January, 1779, ac-
cording to its rate, corrected
at different places, and last at
Samganoodha Harbour, in ‘
Oonalaschka - - 203° 37’ 227 east.
The daily rate of the time-
keeper losing oh mean time,
”, 6; and on the 2d
February, 1779, it was 14"
41’ 17 slow for mean time.
The variation of the compass, by
azimuths observed on shore,
with four different compasses
The variation of the compass, by
azimuths, observed on board
the Resolution, with four dif-
ferent compasses - -
Dip of the northY) Balanced needle 22" .
pole of the mag-} Unbalanced

netic needle on or plain 41!
shore, with needle

pole of the mag-
netic needle on
board, with

Balanced needle 41° 50 on
o

Unbalanced
needle } 40° 30! 45"

Dip of the north}

A Table of the Latitude and Longitude of the Sand-
wich Islands.

, Latitude. Longitude.

The North point~  20° 17" 204° ¢

South point - 18° 54’ 204° 15

Owhyhee {East p(l))int - - 19° 84 205° €

Karakakooa Bay 19° 28° 204° O

East point - - 20° 50° 204° 4/

Mowee South point 20° 34’ 203° 48

- { West point 20° 54' 208° 24/

Morokinnee . - 20° 39 203° 33

Tahoorowa - - 20° 38’ 208° 27

Ranai. South point - 20° 46’ 208° 8§

VOL. VII.
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Latitude. -
Morotoi. West point - 21° 10
Woahoo. Anchoring-place 21° 48
Atooi. Wymoa Bay - - 21° 57
Oneeheow. Anchoring-place  21° 50’
Oreehoua - - - 22° 2
Tahoora - - - - 21° 48
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THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

CHAP. VII

GENERAL ACCOUNT OF THE SANDWICH ISLANDS CONTINUED. —
OF THE INHABITANTS. — THEIR ORIGIN.— PERSONS.— PER-~
NICIOUS EFFECTS OF THE AVA.— NUMBERS.— DISPOSITION
AND MANNERS.— REASONS FOR SUPPOSING THEM NOT CAN-
NIBALS.—DRESS AND ORNAMENTS.—=VILLAGES AND HOUSES.
~—FO00OD.—OCCUPATIONS AND AMUSEMENTS.—ADDICTED TO
GAMING.—THEIR EXTRAORDINARY DEXTERITY IN SWIM-
MING.—ARTS AND MANUFACTURES.—CURIOUS SPECIMENS
OF THEIR SCULPTURE.—KIPPAREE, OR METHOD OF PAINT-
ING CLOTH.~—MATS.—FISHING-HOOKS.~—~CORDAGE,—SALT~
PANS. — WABLIKE INSTRUMENTS.

HE inhabitants of the Sandwich Islands are un-
Houbtedly of the same race with those of New Zealand,
he Society and Friendly Islands, Easter Island, and
he Marquesas; a race that possesses, without any
ntermixture, all the known lands between the lati-
udes of 47° south, and 20° north, and between the
pngitudes of 184° and 260 east. This fact, which,
xtraordinary as it is, might be thought sufficiently
Broved by the striking similarity of their manners and
ustoms, and the general resemblance of their persons,
5 established, beyond all controversy, by the absolute
dentity of their language. -
From what continent they originally emigrated,
Ind by what steps they have spread through so vast
space, those who are curious in disquisitions of this
ture, may perhaps not find it very difficult to con-
pcture. It has been already observed, that they
ear strong marks of affinity to some of the Indian
ibes, that inhabit the Ladrones and Caroliner Islands;
d the same affinity may again be traced amongst
e Battas and the Malays. When these events hap-
ened, is not so easy to ascertain; it was probably
ot very lately, as they are extremely populous, and
12
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have no tradition of their own origin, but what is
perfectly fabulous; whilst, on the other hand, the

unadulterated state of their general language, and the

simplicity which still prevails in their customs and

manners, seem to indicate, that it could not have 3

been at any very distant period.

The natives of these islands are, in general, above
the middle size, and well made; they walk very §
gracefully, run nimbly, and are capable of bearing
great fatigue ; though, upon the whole, the men are

somewhat inferior, in point of strength and activity,

to the Friendly Islanders, and the women less deli- =
cately limbed than those of Otaheite. Their com.

plexion is rather darker than that of the Otaheiteans, i

and they are not altogether so handsome a people.

However, many of both sexes had fine open coun- &
-tenances; and the women, in particular, had good i
eyes and teeth, and a sweetness and sensibility of

look, which rendered them very engaging. Their
hair is of a brownish black, and neither uniformly
straight, like that of the Indians of America, nor
uniformly curling, as amongst the African negroes,
but varying, in this respect, like the hair of Europeans.
One striking peculiarity, in the features of every
part of this great nation, I do not remember to have
seen any where mentioned; which is, that, even in
the handsomest faces, there is always a fulness of the
nostril, without any flatness or spreading of the nose,

S AN S Nl

that distinguishes them from Europeans. It is not
improbable that this may be the effect of their usual %
mode of salutation, which is performed by pressing

the ends of their noses together.

The same superiority that is observable in the per-
sons of the Erees, through all the other islands, is §
tound also here. Those whom we saw were, without [

exception, perfectly well formed; whereas the lower
sort, besides their general inferiority, are subject to

all the variety of make and figure that is seen in the

populace of other countries. Instances of deformity
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are more frequent here, than in any of the other
islands. “ Whilst we were cruising oft Owhyhee, two
dwarfs came on board, one an old man, four feet two
inches high, but exactly proportioned, and the other
a woman, nearly of the same height. We afterward
saw three natives, who were hump-backed, and a
young man, born without hands or feet. Squinting
is also very common amongst them ; and a man, who,
they said, had been born blind, was brought to us to
be cured. Besides these particular imperfections,
they are, in general, very subject to boils and ulcers,
which we attributed to the great quantity of salt they
eat with their flesh and fish. The Erees are very
free from these complaints; but many of them suffer
still more dreadful effects from the immoderate use
of the ava. Those who were the most affected by it,
bad their bodies covered with a white scurf, their
eyes red and ibflamed, their limbs emaciated, the
whole frame trembling and paralytic, accompanied
with a disability to raise the head. Though this
drug does not appear universally to shorten life, as
was evident from the cases of Terreeoboo, Kaoo, and
some other chiefs, who were very old men; yet it
invariably brings on an early and decrepid old age.
1t is fortunate, that the use of it is made one of the
peculiar privileges of the chiefs. 'The young son of
Terreeoboo, who was about twelve years old, used to
boast of his being admitted to drink ave, and showed
us, with great triumph, a small spot in his side that
was growing scaly. '

There is something very singular in the history of
this pernicious drug. When Captain Cook first
visited the Society Islands, it was very little known
among them. On his second veyage, he found the
use of it very prevalent at Ulietea ; but it had still

' gained very little ground at Otaheite. When we
were last there, the dreadful havock it had made was
beyond belief, insoinuch that the Captain scarce
knew many of his old acquaintances. At the Friendly

13
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Islands, it is also constantly drunk by the chiefs, but
so much diluted with water, that it does not appear &

to produce any bad effects. At Atooi, also, it is 788

used with great moderation, and the chiefs are, in 3
consequence, a much finer set of men there, than in §
any of the neighbouring islands. 'We remarked, that, §
by discontinuing the use of this root, the noxious 3
“effects of it soon wore off. Our good friends, g
Kaireekeea and old Kaoo, were persuaded by, us to §
refrain from it; and they recovered amazingly §
during the short time we afterward remained in the 3§
island.

It may be thought extremely difficult to form any 3
probable conjectures respecting the population of §
islands, with many parts of which we are but imper- §
fectly acquainted. There are, however, two circum- 2
stances, that take away miuch of this objection ; the 3
first is, that the interior parts of the country are 3
entirely uninhabited; so that, if the number of 3
the inhabitants along the coast be known, the whole 3
will be pretty accurately determined. The other is, 3
that there are no towns of any considerable size, the g
habitations of the natives being pretty equally dis- §
persed in small villages, round all their coasts. It is §
on this ground, that I shall venture at a rough §
calculation of the number of persons in this group of §

__islands.

The bay of Karakakooa, in Owhyhee, is three
miles in extent, and contains four villages of about §
eighty houses each; upon an average, in all three
hundred and twenty ; besides a number of straggling §
houses; which may make the whole amount to three §
hundred and fifty. From the frequent opportunities §
1 had of informing myself on this head, I am con.
vinced, that six persons to a house is a very moderate 3
allowance ; so that, on this calculation, the country }
about the bay contains two thousand one hundred §
souls. 'To these may be added, fifty families, or three §
hundred persons, which I conceive to be nearly the §
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number employed in the interior parts of the countty,
amongst their plantations ; making in all two thou-

, S nd four hundred. If, therefore, this number be

applied to the whole extent of coast round the island,
deducting a quarter for the uninhabited parts, it will
be found to contain one hundred and fifty thousand.
By the same mode of calculation, the rest of the
islands will be found to contain the following num-
bers: ,
Owhyhee, \ 150,000
Mowee 65,400
Woahoo, 60,200
Atooi, - - 54,000
Morotoi, 36,000
Onecheow, - 10,000
Ranai, , 20,400
Oreehoua, - - 4,000

Total of inhabitants, - 400,000

3 I am pretty confident, that, in this caleulation, I

have not exceeded the truth in the total amount. If
s 3l we compare the numbers supposed to-be in Owhyhee,
with the population of Otaheite, as settled by Dr.
Foster, this computation will be found very low. The
proportion of coast, in the latter island, is, to that of
Owhyhee, only-as one to three: the number of inha-
bitants in Otaheite, he states to be one: hundred and

t 3 twenty-one thousand five hundred ; though, according

to his own principles, it should be double that
amount. Again, it we compare it with the medium
population of the countries in Europe, the proportion
will be in favour of the latter nearly as two to one.

Notwithstanding the irreparable- loss. we suffered
from the sud%en resentment and violence of these
people, yet, in justice to their general conduct, it
must be acknowledged, that they are of the most mild
3 20d affectionate disposition ; equally remote from the-
1 4
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extreme levity and fickleness of the Otaheiteans, and
the distant gravity and reserve of the inhabitants of

the Friendly Islands. They appear to live in the §
utmost harmony and friendship with one another. 3
The women, who had children, were remarkable for 3
their tender and constant attention to them; and the 2
men would often lend their assistance in those 3
domestic offices, with a willingness that does creditto §

their feelings.

It must, however, be observed, that they fall very &
short of the other islanders, in that best test of civili- §
zation, the respect Xaid to the women. Here they 3

of the privilege of eating with 3
the men, but the best sorts of food are tabooed, or 3
forbidden them. They are not allowed to eat pork, 3
turtle, several kinds of fish, and some species of the 3§
plantains; and we were told that a poor girl got a §
terrible beating, for having eaten, on board our ship, 4
one of these interdicted articles. In their domestic §
life, they appear to live almost entirely by themselves, §
and though we did not observe any instances of per- 3
sonal ill-treatment, yet it was evident they had little §

are not only deprive

regard or attention paid them.

The great hospitality and kindness with which we §
were received by them, have been already frequently 3
remarked ; and indeed they make the principal part §
of our transactions with them. Whenever we came 3
on shore, there was a constant struggle who should §
be most forward in making us little presents, bringing 3
refreshments, or showing some other mark of their 3
respect. The whole people never failed of receiving 4
us with tears of joy; seemed highly gratified with 3
being allowed to touch us, and were constantly mak- §
ing comparisons between themselves and us, with the 3
strongest marks of humility. The young women were 3
not less kind and engaging, and, till they found, not- §
withstanding our utmost endeavours to prevent it, §
that they had reason to repent of our acquaintance,

attached themselves to us without the least reserve.
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In justice, however, to the sex, it must be observed,
that these ladies were probably all of the lower class
of the people; for I am strongly inclined to believe,
that, excepting the few, whose names are mentioned
in the course of our narrative, we did not see any
woman of rank, during our stay amongst them.

Their natural capacity seems, in no respect, below
the common standard of mankind. Their improve-
ments in agriculture, and the perfection of their
manufactures, are certainly adequate to the circum-
stances of their situation, and the natural advantages
they enjoy. The eager curiosity with which they
attended the armourer’s forge, and the many expedi-
entsthey had invented, even before we left the islands,
for working the iron they had procured from us, into
such forms as were best adapted to their purposes, -
were strong proofs of docility and ingenuity.

Our unfortunate friend, Kaneena, possessed a degree
of judicious curiosity, and a quickness of conception,
which was rarely met with amongst these people.
He was very inquisitive after our customs and man-
ners; asked after our king; the nature of our
government; our numbers; the method of building
our ships; our houses; the produce of our country;
whether we had wars; with whom; and on what
occasions; and in what manner they were carried
on; who was our God; and many other questions of’
the same nature, which indicated an understanding
of great comprehension.

We met with two instances of persons disordered
in their minds, the one a man at Owhyhee, the other
a woman at Oneeheow. It appeared,.from the par-
ticular attention and respect paid to them, that the
opinion of their being inspired by the Divinity, which
obtains among most of the nations of the east, is also
received here.

Though the custom of eating the bodies.of their
enemies be not known, by positive evidence, to exist
in any of the South Sea Islands, except New Zealand,
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yet it is extremely probable, that it was originally

prevalent in them all.  The sacrificing human victims,
which seems evidently to be a relic of this horrid
practice, still obtains universally amongst these islan. 3

ders; and it is easy to conceive, why the New Zealand-

ers should retain the repast, which was probably the
last act of these shocking rites, longer than the rest of 3
their tribe, who were situated in more mild and fruit- §

ful climates. As the inhabitants of the Sandwich i

Islands certainly bear a nearer resemblance to those 3§
d),' both in their persons and dispositions

than to any other peﬁﬂe of this family, so it was 4§
r. Anderson, that, like them, 3§

they still continue to feast on human flesh. The 3
evidence on which he founds-this opinion, hasbeen
stated very fully in the tenth chapter of the third 2
book*; but, as I always entertained great doubty of J

the justice of his conclusions, it may not be improper 3

to take this occasion of mentioning the grounds on 3§

of New Zealan

strongly suspected, by

which I venture to differ from him. With respectto §
. the information derived from the natives themselves, 3
1 shall only observe, that great pains were taken, by 1
almost every officer on board, to come at the know- §
ledge of so curious a circumstance; and that, except §

in the two instances mentioned by Mr. Anderson, 3%

we found them invariably denying theexistence of any 3

such custom amongst them. It must be allowed, §

that Mr. Anderson’s knowledge of their language,
which was superior to that of any ether person in §
either ship, ought certainly to give his opinion great §
weight; at the same time, I must beg leave to remark, }
that, being present when he examined the man who 3

had the small piece of salted flesh wrapped in cloth, S
it struck me very forcibly, that the signs he made use 3

of meant nothing more, than that it was intended to be §
ate, and that it was very pleasant or wholesome to the §

.

* See Vol. VI.

stomach. In this opinion, I was confirmed by a cir- 3
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cumstance which came to our knowledge, after the
death of my worthy and ingenious friend, wviz. that
almost every native of these islands carried about
with him, either in his calibash, or wrapped up in a -
piece of cloth, and tied about his waist, a small piece
of raw pork, highly salted, which they considered as
a great delicacy, and used now and then to taste of.

Sl With respect to the confusion the young lad was in

(for he was not more than sixteen or eighteen years

238 of age), no one could have been surprized at it who

had seen the eager and earnest manner in which Mr.
Anderson questioned him.

The argument drawn from the instrument made
with shark’s teeth, and which is nearly of the same

M form with those used at New Zealand for cutting up

the bodies of their enemies, is much more difficult to
controvert. I believe it to be an undoubted fact,
that this knife, if it may be so called, is never used
by them in cutting the flesh of other animals. How-
ever, as the custom of offering human sacrifices, and
of burning the bodies of the slain, is still prevalent
here, it is not improbable, that the use of this instru<
ment is retained in those ceremonies. Upon the
whole, I am strongly inclined to think, and particu-
larly from this last circumstance, that the horrid
Mlpractice in question has but lately ceased amongst
M these and other islands of the South Sea. Omai,
Al when pressed on this subject, confessed, that, in the
rage and fury of revenge, they would sometimes tear
he flesh of their enemies, that were slain, with their
eeth; but positively denied that they ever eat it. This
as certainly approaching as near the factas could be;
Aut, on the other hand, the denial is a strong proof
that the practice has actually ceased; since in New
M7ealand, where it still exists, the inhabitants never
Fmade the smallest scruple of confessing it. .
M The inhabitants of these islands differ from those

gof the Friendly Isles, in suffering, almost universally,
MWibeir beards to grow. There were, indeed, a few,
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amongst whom was the old king, that cut it off entire.
ly; and others that wore it only upon the upper lip.
The same variety in the manner of wearing the hair
is also observable here, as among the other islanders
of the South Sea; besides which, they have a fashion,
as far as we know, peculiar to themselves. They
cut it close on each side the head, down to the ears,
leaving a ridge, of about a small hand’s breadth, run.
ning from the forehead to the neck; which, when the
hair is thick and curling, has the form of the crest of 3

the ancient helmet. Others wear large quantities of §

false hair, flowing down their backs in long ringlets, §

like the figure of the inhabitants of Horn Island, as §
seen in Dalrymple’s Voyages; and others, again, tie 3
it into a single round bunch on the top of the head, &
almost as large as the head itself; and some into five 33
or six distinct bunches. They daub their hair with
a grey clay, mixed with powdered shells, which they
keep in balls, and chew into a kind of soft paste,
when they have occasion to make use of it. This
keeps the hair smooth; and, in time, changes it toa§
pale yellow colour. "

Both sexes wear necklaces, made of strings of
small variegated shells; and an ornament, in the form§
of the handle of a cup, about two inches long, and§
half an inch broad, made of wood, stone, or ivory,3
finely polished, which is hung about the neck, by
fine threads of twisted hair, doubled sometimes an3
hundred fold. Instead of this ornament, some off
them wear, on their breast, a small human figure 3
made of bone, suspended in the same manner.

The fan, or fly-flap, is also an ornament used by
both sexes. The most ordinary kind are made of the
fibres of the cocoa-nut, tied loose, in bunches, to the:
top of a smooth polished handle. The tail-feath
of the cock, and of the tropic-bird, are also used in
the same manner; but the most valuable are those
which have the handle made of the arm or leg bones
of an enemy slain in battle, and which are preserve! 38
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with great care, and handed down, from father to son,
as trophies of inestimable value.

The custom of fattowing the body, they have in
common with the rest of the natives of the South Sea _
JIslands; but it is only at New Zealand and the Sand-
wich Islands that they fatfow the face. There is
also this difference between the two last, that, in the
former, it is done in elegant spiral volutes, and in the
latter, in straight lines, crossing each other at right:
angles. The hands and arms of the women are also
very neatly marked, and they bave a singular custom
amongst themn, the meaning of which we could never
learn, that of tatlowing the tip of the tongues of the
females.

From some information we received, relative to the
custom of fattawing, we were inclined to think that it
is frequently intended as a sign of mourning on the
.death of a chief, or any other calamitous event.
For we were often told, that such a particular mark
was in memory of such a chief’; and so of the rest.
It may be here, too, observed, that the lowest class,t
are often fatlowed with a mark that distinguishes
them as the property of the several chiefs to whom
they belong. g

The dress of the men generally consists only of a
piece of thick cloth called the maro, about ten or
twelve inches broad, which they pass between the
legs, and tie round the waist. This is the common
dress of all ranks of people. Their mats, some of
which are beautifully manufactured, are of various
sizes, but mostly about five feet long, and four broad.
These they throw over their shoulders, and bring
forward before ; but they are seldom used, except in.
time of war, for which purpose they seem better
adapted than for ordinary use, being of a thick and
cumbersome texture, and capable of breaking the
blow of a stone, or any blunt weapon. Their feet
dare generally bare, except when they have occasion
to travel over the burnt stones, when they secure.
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them with a sort of sandal, made of cords, twisted
from the fibres of the cocoa-nut. Such is the ordinary :
dress of these islanders; but they have another, =
appropriated to their chiefs, and used on ceremonious °;
occasions, consisting of a feathered cloak and helmet
_ which, in point of beauty and magnificence, is perhaps -
nearly equal to that of any nation in the world. As 7}
this dress has been already described with great accu. 3
racy and minuteness, I have only to add, that these
cloaks are made of different lengths, in proportion t
‘the rank of the wearer, some of them reaching n
lower than the middle, others trailing on the-ground
The inferior chiefs have also a short cloak, resembling 33
the former, made of the long tail-feathers of the cock, 3
the tropic and man-of-war birds, with a broad border 3§
of the small red and yellow feathers, and a collar of §
the same. Others again are made of feathers entirely §
white, with variegated borders. The helmet. has a 3
strong lining of wicker-work, capable of breaking the 3
blow of any warlike instrument, and seems evidently 3
designed for that purpose.
ese feathered dresses seemed to be exceedingly g
scarce, appropriated to persons of the highest rank, §
and worn by the men only. During the whol# time §
we lay in Karakakooa Bay, we never saw thend used §
but on three occasions : in the curious ceremony-of §
Terreeoboo’s first visit to the ships ; by some chief; §
who were seen among the crowd on shore when §
Captain Cook was killed; and afterward when §
Eappo brought his bones to us. g
The exact resemblance between this habit, and the 3
cloak and helmet formerly worn by the Spaniards, §
was too striking not to excite our curiosity to inquire 3
whether there were any probable grounds for sup- 3
posing it to have been borrowed from them. After §
exerting every means in our power of obtaining in-
formation on this _subject, we found that they had no
immediate knowledge of any other nation whatever; §
nor apy tradition’ remaining among them of these §
. 15
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islands having been ever visited before by such ships
as ours. But notwithstanding the result of these in-
quiries, the uncommon form of this habit appears to
me a sufficient proof of its European origin ; espe-
cially when added to another circumstance, that it is
a singular deviation from the general resemblance in
dress which prevails amongst all the branches of this
tribe, dispersed through the South Sea. We were
driven indeed, by this conclusion, to-a supposition of
the shipwreck of some Buccaneer, or Spanish ship
in-the neighbourhood of these islands. But when it
is recollected, that the course of the Spanish trade
from Acapulco to the Manillas is but a few degrees _
A to the southward of the Sandwich Islands, in their
M passage out, and to the northward, on their return,
A this supposition will not appear in the least im-
2 probable.
S8 The common dress of the women bears a close re-
semblance to that of the men. They wrap round the *
S waist a piece of cloth, that reaches half way down
Ithe thigg:) ;. and sometimes, in the cool of the even-
ng, they appeared with loose pieces of fine cloth
thrown over their shoulders, like the women of Ota-
heite. The pau is another dress very frequently
worn by the younger part of the sex. It is made of
he thinnest and finest sort of cloth, wrapt several
imes round the waist, and descending to ‘the leg;
0 as to have exactly the appearance of a full short
petticoat. Their hair is cut short behind, and turned
p before, as is the fashion among the Otaheiteans
and New Zealanders ; all of whom differ, in this re-
jpect, from the women of the Friendly Islands, who
Svear their hair long. We saw, indeed, one woman
‘30 Karakakooa Bay, whose hair was arranged in a
Fery singular manner ; it was turned ug behind, and
ought over the forehead, and then doubled back,
0 as to form asert of shade to the face, like a small
LB Ollnet. N : -~ 0
88 Their necklaces are made of shells, or of a hard,
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shining red berry. Besides which, they wear wreaths
of dried flowers of the Indian mallow ; and another
beautiful ornament called eraie, which is generally
put about the neck, but is sometimes tied like a gar-
land round the hair, and sometimes worn in both
these ways at once. Itis a ruff of* the thickness of
a finger, made, in a curious manner, of exceedingly
small feathers,  woven so close together as to form a
surface as smooth as that of the richest velvet. The
- ground was generally of a red colour, with alternate
circles of green, yellow, and black. Their bracelets,
which were also of great variety, and.very peculiar
; kinds, have been already described.

T At Atooi, some of the women wore little figures
) of the turtle, neatly formed of woodior ivory, tied
on their fingers in the manner we wear rings.” Why
this animal is thus particularly distinguished, I leave
to the conjectures of the curious. There is also an
ornament made of shells, fastened in rows on a
ground of strong netting, so as to strike each other,
when in motion ; which both men and women, when
they dance, tie either round the arm or the ankle, or
below the knee. Instead of shells, they sometimes
i make use. of dogs® teeth, and a hard red berry, re-

sembling that of the holly. . R
There remains to be mentioned another ornament,
if such it may be called. It is a kind of mask, made
5 of a-large gourd, with holes cut in it for the eyes
FEl and nose. The top was stuck full of small green
i twigs, which, at a distance, had the appearance of
N an elegant waving plume : and from the lower part
hung narrow stripes of cloth, resembling a beard.
We never saw these masks worn.but twice, and both
HiE times by a number of people’ together in a -canoe, [k
) who came to the side of the ship Iaughing and droll- Jlktone f
b ing, with an-air of masquerading. Whether they [llre pri
':; may not likewise be used as a defence for the head Jf an
against stones, for which they seem best designed, [l The
or in some of their public games, or be merely.in- |l vor.

o vttt ..
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ended for the purposes of mummery, we could never-
inform ourselves.
It has already been remarked, in a few instances,
hat the natives of the Sandwich Islands approach
mearer to the New Zealanders, in their manners and
ustoms, than to either of their less distant neigh-
bours of the Society or Friendly Islands. This is in
othing more observable, than in their method of
iving together in small towns or villages, containing
om about one hundred to two hundred houses, built
retty close together, without any order, and having
p winding path leading through them. They are-
penerally flanked, toward the sea, with loose detached
walls, which probably are meant both for the pur-
poses of shelter and defence. The figure of their
ouses has been already described. - They-are of dif-
erent sizes, from eighteen feet by twelve, to forty-
ive by twenty-four. There are some of a larger
kind; being fifty feet long and thirty broad, and
quite open at one end. These, they told us, were
designed for travellers or strangers, who were only
making a short stay. :
In addition to the furniture of their houses, which
as been accurately described by Captain Cook, I
ave only to add, that at one end are mats on which
hey sleep, with wooden pillows, or sleeping stools,
pxactly like those of the Chinese. Some of the better
ort of houses have a court-yard before them, neatly
ailed in, with. smaller houses built round it, for
heir servants. -In this area they generally eat, and
it during the day-time. In the sides of the hills,
nd among the steep rocks, we also observed several
oles or caves, which appeared to be inhabited ; but
s the entrance was defended with wicker work, and
ve also found, in the only one that was visited, a
tone fence ruaning across it within, we imagine they
re principally designed for places of retreat, in case
pf an attack from an enemy. '
The food of the lower class of people consists
VOL. VII - K
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principally of fish, and vegetables; such as yams}
sweet potatoes, tarrow, plantains, sugar-canes, ani§
bread-fruit. To these, the people of a higher rank
add the flesh of hogs and dogs, dressed in the same§
manner as at the Society Islands. They also eat§
fowls of the same domestic=kind with ours; but
they are neither plentiful, nor mt _esteemed by S
them. It is remarked by Captain Cook, that the@il =
bread-fruit and yams appeared scarce amongst then,
and were reckoned great rarities. We found thi Limp
not to be the case on our second visit; and it i
therefore most probable, that, as these vegetable
were generally planted in the interior parts of the
country, the natives had not had time to bring then@ill ..,
down to us, during the short stay we made in Wymagslt, .
Bay. Their fish- they salt, and preserve in gourd
shells; not, as we at first imagined, for the purpos
of providing against any temporary scarcity, buflT}e;
from the preference they give to salted meats. Fof
we also fouiid, that the Erees used to pickled piece}
of pork in the same manner, and esteemed it a greafilie, o
delicacy.
Their cookery is exactly of the same sort with thll T}
already described, in the accounts that have becgiil e
published of the other South Sea islands : and thoug
Captain Cock complains of the sourness of their ta
row puddings, yet, in justice to the many excellegiil, - ¢}
meals they afforded us in Karakakooa Bay, 1 mu
be permitted to rescue them from this general cefiling
sure, and to declare, that I never eat better, evalllance
in the Friendly Islands. It is however remarkabk
that they had not got the art of preserving the bre:iillro4,,
v fruit, and making the sour paste of it called Maik
as at the Society Islands; and it was some satisfujillnce i
tion to us, in return for their great kindness and hofllknde;
. pitality, to have it in our power to teach them tifillces ¢
useful secret. They are exceedingly cleanly at theiilst i
meals ; and their mode of dressing both their aninillerve
and vegetable food, was universally allowed to b
=
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reatly superior to ours. The chiefs constantly
egin.their meal with a doze of the extract of pep-
ver-root, brewed after the usual manner. The women.
pat apart from' the men, and are Zabooed, or forbidden,
s has been already mentioned, the use of pork, turtle,
and particular kinds of plantains. However, they
would eat pork with us in private ; but wecould never
revail upon them to touch the two last articles.
The way of spending their time appears to be very
iimple, and to admit of little variety. -
They rise with the sun; and, after enjoying the
ool of the evening, retire to rest a few hours after
bun-set. The making of canoes and mats forms the
pccupations of the Erees ; the women are employed
n manufacturing cloth; and the Zowtows are prin-
ipally engaged in the plantations and fishing. Their
dle hours are filled up with various amusements.
[heir young men and women are fond of dancing;
nd, on more solemn occasions, they have boxing
nd wrestling matches, after the manner of the
riendly Islands; though, in all these respects, they
e much inferior to the latter. ‘
Their dances have a much nearer resemblance to
hose of the New Zealanders, than of the Otaheiteans
Friendly Islanders. They are prefaced with a
low, solemn song, in which all the party join, mov-
g their legs, and gently striking their breasts, in a
panner, and with attitudes, that are perfectly easy
nd graceful ; and so far they are the same with the
ances of the Society Islands. When this has lasted
bout ten minutes, both the tune and the motions
radually quicken, and end only by their inability
o support their fatigue ; which part of the perform-
ce 1s the exact counterpart of that of the New Zea-
anders; and (as it is among them) the person who
ses the most violent action, and holds out the long-
st, is-applauded as the best dancer. It is to be ob-
erved, that, in this dance, the women only take a
art, and that the dancing of the men is nearly of
K 2 . v
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the same kind with what we saw of the small parties
at the Friendly Islands ; and which may, perhaps,
with more propriety, be called - the accompaniment
of songs, with corresponding and graceful motions
of the whole body. Yet as we were spectators of
boxing exhibitions, of the same kind with those we
were entertained with at the Friendly Islands, it is pro-
bable that they had likewise their grand ceremonious
dances, in which numbers of both sexes assisted.

- = Their music is also of a ruder kind, having neither
flutes or reeds, nor instruments of any other sort,
that we saw, except drums of various sizes. But their
songs, which they sung in parts *, and accompany

- * As this circumstance, of their singing in parts, has been much
doubted by persons eminently skilled in music, and would be ex-
ceedingly curious, if it was clearly ascertained, it is to be lamented
that it cannot be more positively authenticated.

Captain Burney, and Captain Phillips of the Marines, who both
have a tolerable knowledge of music, have given it as their opi-
nion, that they did sing in parts; that is to say, that they sung
together in different notes, which formed a pleasing harmony.

- Theze