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THE WAY OF A CHRISTIAN’S POWER.
2 CORINTHIANS Ml.

This chapter presents to us, in a remarkable 
manner, the way in which the power comes where
by a Christian can walk through this world. It is 
not merely now a path in which he can walk, 
but the way by which he may have strength to 
walk in it, and what the perfect work of God is in 
order to his walking in this path, 
the two extremes of what a Christian 
and into what he can fall.

In the beginning of the chapter 
caught up to the third heaven ; he was in the 
highest extreme of spiritual blessedness. Such 
blessedness, indeed, he had been conscious of, 
that it was not suited to speak of when he got 
back into his natural state. No doubt his faith 

strengthened by it for his work, but he could 
not speak of such things. Now there is the high
est state of spirituality which you can suppose, 
and yet it is that which is true for us all. No 
doubt it was brought home to the apostle in a 
special manner, but the thing that he so realized 
is true of us. Then, at the close of the chapter, 
is seen the other extreme—namely, the terrible 
state into which a saint can get. We read of en- 
vyings, wraths, strifes, uncleanness, fornication, 
etc. So bad indeed was their state that the apos
tle could not even
received the apostle’s reproof, and the
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put out ; but they were so used to see evil every
where around them, that they did not feel it. It is 
different with us ; for we have been brought up 
to feel and judge everything by a sort of moral 
light that has been in the world since Christianity 
has been professed. But they had been always 
accustomed to uncleanness î they had corrected 
things in the main ; but still the apostle was trem
bling about them. •• I am afraid lest when I 
come again. . . I shall be found such as ye would 
not.’* I shall be found very severe with you. I 
may come with a rod—he trembled lest he should 
be forced to exercise this kind of severity towards 
tho.se who had not repented.

We get, then, in the beginning of the chapter, 
the extreme to which a Christian can go in spirit
uality ; and, in the end of it, the extreme to which 
he can go in the flesh. Such is the awfulness of 
the evil that remains in us, even us Christians ; 
and, on the other hand, the blessedness to which 
a man can be carried in spiritual enjoyment. Of 
course, it is not that every one goes up into the 
third heaven ; but all have the blessedness, on the 
one hand, of a man in Christ ; and, on the other, 
the incorrigible wickedness of the flesh. I do not 
say of a man in the flesh, for that is not a Christian 
state at all. We see what the place of a Christian 
is, looked at in his privileges, and then what he 
is, looked at in his path down here ; how it is that 
a person, with the possibility of all this infirm-ty, 
if he is not walking watchfully, and how it is that



63
he can walk according to his privileges. Because 
here we are in a world of temptation and evil, and 
we have got the flesh, that the devil is always 
seeking to draw us aside by ; and how is 
son, walking in the midst of temptation with the 
flesh there and the devil too, to walk according to 
this heavenly condition in which he has been put ? 
The first thing is to know what the privilege is. 
The apostle was made to enjoy it in an extraordin
ary manner ; but the place which he gives to him
self is

a per-

a
one which, in principle, belongs to every 

Christian. The title that took Paul to the third 
heaven takes all there. We do not realize it now
to the extent that he did, but still that title gives 
us our place there. We are come to God in glory 
now ; that is the place that is given to us. And 
therefore he says, I do not talk about Paul—“ I 
know a man in Christ,” I do not get a man in the 
flesh, but a man in Christ. That is where the 
Spirit of God sets a Christian. It is the place of 
every believer. They may have great exercises of 
heart before getting there ; but where He sets them 
is not in the flesh, but in Christ, 
flesh, it is the glory at the right hand of God. A 
man in the flesh cannot be there.

Where the apostle says, *• When we were in the 
flesh ” (Rom. vii.), he means that we are so no long
er ; it is a past thing. If I say, When I was in Bris
tol I did so and so, it means that I am rot there

This is not the

now.
In that way it is he says, “ When we were in the 
flesh.” He had had the commandment, and might
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assent to it that it was good, but he could not get 
power through it. It was not with him then, 
joicing in the Lord always, and saying, Of such an 
one will I glory. But there was his very being, 
his nature, his walk, all opposed to God ; and the 
consciousness he had of himself and his flesh

re

wax
this : “ I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, 
dwelleth no good thing.” That is what he got the 
consciousness of before God. Supposing the 
was desiring to do the right thing, but did not do 
it -rather did what was the contrary —he had the 
consciousness that this xvas what he was before 
God. In Romans vii. he was walking in sin and 
death in the first Adam, and he had to answer lor 
it. In Romans viii. he says another thing. •• Y'e 
are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit.’* There we 
have the man in Christ, and 44 there is no condem
nation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” There 
is the not walking after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit, that will be seen. But where is now the 
power for it ? ** What the law could not do, in
that it was weak through the flesh, God, set 'ing 
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
sin, condemned sin in the flesh." 
where he is under the law, and has got these holy 
desires (that which the new nature always must 
desire), he sees that the law- is right, he consents to 
the law that it is good ; but he also finds another 
law in his members, bringing him into captivity 
to the law of sin. He sees that it is of 
How can 1 stand before God ? I wish the right
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no use. '
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thing, and do the wrong thing. Am 1 not answer- 
able to God ? and how can I answer to Him, if 1 
am always doing the thing that is wrong? All 
through this part of Roman vii., mark, he does not 
xpeak of Christ, but of man in the flesh. It was 
not that there were not new desires, but he did not 
do them; and there he was, a responsible man, 
having to answer for his own condition before 
(iod ; and he says, My condition is all wrong. 
“O wretched man that ! am," etc. This was true, 
hut what was he speaking of all the time ? The 
law, " YVe know that the law is spiritual, but 1 
am carnal, sold under sin." It was not merely 
that the law judged any gross misconduct, but it 
required from him what he ought to be, quicken
ing his desire and wish to be it, and yet he was 
not it. “ 1 consent to the law that it is good." He 
has got to do with law.

Again, what does he delight in ? “I delight in 
the taw of God, after the inward man," I have 
got a desire after what is right, but I have not got 
a Saviour. I have got a law, and what does the 
law say ? You must love God with all your 
heart. But I do not that. Then you are lost—it 
requires from me what I ought to be but what I 
am not. It requires from a man that he should 
not covet ; that he should love God with all his 
heart, and soul, and might, and his neighbour as 
himself. But who is the man from whom that is 
required ? Why it is a man in the flesh, with all 
the lusts of the flesh constantly dragging him into
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evil. The law requires from a man that is a sin
ner that he should not be a sinner. It is just that. 
If 1 then, as a responsible being, am under the 
law, what can it do ? Why, condemn me—right
eously condemn me. It could not do any thing 
else but condemn me. It comes and requires from 
me, when I am a sinner, to be what, as a sinner, I 
cannot be ; and therefore a man in the flesh, if the 
law of God comes, is condemned, 
demn him, because the heart is so thoroughly cor 
rupt and bad, that the very fact of a command being 
given, only brings out the evil that is there. We 
know it by experience in our own hearts. If there 
was anything upon this table, and I were to say, 
Nobody is to know what is there, at once every, 
body would be longing to know what it was. This 
is just human nature ; it is not the fault of the law 
at all. Supposing you have children : they may 
have no particular desire to go out of the house, 
but if you tell them not to go and put a barrier to 
hinder them, then comes a child that wants to go 
out, and, if it finds the barrier there, it will push 
all the harder against it to get out. The law says,
1 must have obedience ; but I have a disobedient 
will. The law says, I cannot have lust ; but the 
lust is there, and therefore the law says, 41 Cursed 
is everyone that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do them,"— 
and the law of God is righteous of course in saying 
that. But in all this I do not get a word about 
Christ. I get the claims of God over man, looked

It must con-
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at as respon sible, as a child of Adam, when he is 
in his sins, and calling upon him for no sins. The 
effect of this is altogether condemning—1 cannot 
get rid of it. It is not merely that I give way to cer
tain evil things again and again ; but the tree is bad 
—the will is wrong. Now, this is just the contrast 
of what we find in Christ. When Christ comes, 
He says, •* Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God.*' 
And so it is with the saint in his measure. But 
the law being there, and the lust being there, the 
effect of a claim upon him is morally to bring the 
Consciousness that, looked at in the flesh, he is a 
sinner in the sight of God. It shews him his real 
condition, but does not take him out of it, and 
therefore he cries out, “O wretched man that I 
am.” etc. He had been striving to be better, and 
the only result was, that he gets this experience of 
himself by God giving him the law, which is the 
standard of what he ought to be.

Then he says another thing, •* Who shall de. 
liver me from the body of this death ? " He is 
looking now, not at how he, as in the flesh, should 
be better, but that another should come and take 
the matter up for him and go through it all. This 
is where the soul is brought when it is converted— 
when it discovers itself to be not merely a sinner 
but without strength. I now get the conscious
ness of the weakness that sin has produced in my 
flesh, and I say somebody must take up the work 
for me ; I cannot do it myself. I have the con
sciousness of what sin has made me in the pres-
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ence of God, and I cannot get out of that condi
tion. “Who shall deliver me?” Mark the 
swer. He says, “1 thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.*’ It is all settled. He is thank
ing God already. Why so ? Because •« what the 
law could not do, in that it was

an*

weak through the 
flesh" (the law was all right ; but “ what the law 
could not do”), “ God sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 
in the flesh.” There | get God doing the whole 
thing. What the law could not do, because of 
this principle of sin that is in me, God sending His 
Son has done. Supposing I were to say to
my child, '• Y'ou, love me, and if you do not 1 will 
whip you do you think it would make my child 
love me ? Certainly not. | should 
of love from him. So with the law.
Love God, but this

not get a bit 
The law says, 

never produces love. Com
mandment never produces love, nor changes the 
nature that does not love. What then can do it ? 

We love Him because He first loved us.”
The law tells me that God is a righteous Judge. 

It tells me what 1 ought to be ; but wha‘ does it 
tell me that God is, except that He will 
unrighteousness ? It tells me that I am to love 
God, but does it tell me what the God is that I am 
to love? It says nothing about it.

not have

It says you
are to love Him, and if you do not you will be 
punished. But it tells 
that I may love Him.

But what does the gospel tell me ? It tells me,

nothing of what He is,me
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you have not loved God, but God has been loving 
you all the time. Now, that is the starting-point 
for the soul. God has loved me when l did not 
love Him. It is true that we get new thoughts 
and desires ; but when 1 am simple, the effect is, 
my conscience getting into the iight, sees and 
judges all my sins in the light ; but I find that this 
love of God, having ent Christ, and Christ com
ing in the same love, God does not say, I will help 
you to love me, hut He says, 1 will love you : 
** What the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending His own Son . . . 
for sin condemned sin in the flesh.” Where did 
He condemn it ? In the cross. Now, then, I am 
pardoned ; now I am free, I see the love of God, 
that when I had got into this terrible condition of 
death in sin, in the flesh, Christ has been there and 
has borne the condemnation. The sentence of God 
has been put upon it, and it is done. And that is 
why, looking at Christ, he can say, “ I thank God, 
through Jesus Christ." When he has seen what a 
man is, looked at as responsible to God under the 
law, he says, “ O wretched man that I am." Hut 
then he sees that Christ has been here, and done 
it all for him, and he can say, “ 1 thank God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

, The man now is not standing as himself, a sin
ner responsible to God, because he has owned 
himself entirely lost in that state ; and now what 
fye has learnt is this, that God has sent His Son, 
and has condemned sin in the flesh. Therefore

!

1

1
III

i

:tj
;*

I

iti



7o
there is no,condemnation. God has condemned *
ih^ea^yLand thUS he Comes lo be n°t a man in 
the flesh but a man in Christ. That is what we
get in chapter viii. He is looked at as in Christ •
he has got Christ as his life in the presence of
God ; no longer as in the flesh but in the Spirit.
Now he can say, 1 am in Christ. The second

j . aflCr hav,n^ Put away my sin on the cross, 
avmg risen again, communicates this life to 

rne. Tt is the eternal life which was with the 
ather and was manifested unto us. | have seen

lid! anT.lï 31 CbriSl Wa,ki"K 

ing, was in all His

Adam,

what love, what bless- 
. ways ; what tenderness, what

patience with His disciples. There I say, that is 
eternal life, the life of Cod, and it has been 
fested to me. In , John ii., it is said, .. 
thing ,s true in him and in you.” And now my 
standing ,n the presence of God is not in the old 
wre.c,.ad flesh, bu, I am a m,„ In Chris,, belt! 
Chnst ,s my |,fe This is the place in which we 
are set. Christ is my new life, and I 
in the presence of God.

In the

see

mani-
Which

am in Christ

r,hid,!° ---—'-lit :::
n the third heaven. The body could have no part

!" SU<* a P'ace as «hat- There he was, no, know. 
,ng whether he was in the body or out of it ; and 
that IS what he calls “a man in Christ." He is a 

mail that is living, and really having his life from 
Christ, and united to Him in thepower of the Holy
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(jhost, joined to Him in one Spirit, and that not 
in his condition as a child of Adam, but as born of

So that when I look at Christ as walking 
in this world, I
God.

say that this is my life. I 
this life in Him in all its perfectness, and I say, 
That is very precious. ] see that 
life, which was with the Father, and I say, That 
is my life. I had a life in the first Adam, that 
brought in the bitter fruits of sin and 
but now I have got the life of Christ.
Paul could not stay in the third heavens ; he had 
to walk in this world.

can see

very eternal • :

t
corruption, 

But
■’ll

But even as walking 
through the world it must still be taking this bles
sed One as our life.

1
When I see Christ walking 

in this world, was there anything inconsistent with 
this heavenly place? Never. He was the mani
festation of the divine nature down here, 
that is what you ought to be. “ He that saith he 
abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk even 
as He walked."

il

.

Now

'll
I get, that is, not merely what 

under the law, but what the divine nature, is, 
expressed in a man upon earth, and this is what a 
Christian ought to be. He is a man who has be
come a heavenly man ; who has got his place in 
the presence of God, sin forever put away, and the 
Holy Ghost uniting him to Christ, and in spirit 
and faith in the presence of God. 
he has to act so in the world, not as in the 
flesh, but the flesh being there ; and in trials 
and duties of all kinds that he has 
through he is to abide with God.

ifl

!man

m

H, t
And now

. j

' Xto go
If he cannot I
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abide with God in what he has 
must give it up.

But Paul gets back to the world, and now comes 
1 he flesh comes in.

got to do, he

trial. He had been in the
third heaven ; he had got this wonderful 
ance abund-

ot revelations, and the flesh says to him, There ' 
has not been a person in the third heaven but you.
Now he is pu fifed up, and certainly this is not 
heavenly ; it is the
is the way the flesh will use even being in the third 
heaven. He is not puffed up xxhen he is there, be- 
cause it is the presence of God, and nobody can be 
proud in the presence of God. Persons fancy that 
it makes people proud to be in the third heaven. 
Never ! 1 he danger is, when you get out of the
third heaven, of the flesh being proud of having 
been there. We feel our nothingness in the 
presence of God. But now Paul finds that the 
flesh was just as bad and mischievous as ever 
Wherever the flesh works, if it gets into the 
thought of the third heaven, it makes mischief, 
and if you would give a man the thought of a 
fourth heaven, it would only be

very contrary of it. And that

worse. There is 
no mending it. And what does God send ? A
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet 
him.

There is grace, however, in this that Satan him- 
self must be God’s servant in the world, just as it 
was in Job’s case. Who begins the business with 
Job ? \\ as it Satan ? No, it was God.
to Satan, “ Hast thou considered

God says 
my servant Job,
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that there is none like him in the earth,” etc. And 
then God allows Satan to bring Job to the !

very
point where He wanted him, the discovery of what 
he was. Job said, “ When the ear heard me, then 
it blessed me ; and when the eye saw me, it gave 
witness tome. Because I delivered the poor that 
cried,” etc. And he had done it ; this was his third 
heaven, and therefore the l.ord allows Satan to 
break him down entirely. And xvhat does he say
then ? “ 1 have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear ; but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” This 
is exactly what He wanted. Satan had been used 

instrument of God to bring Job into the 
dition of being made nothing of in his own 
and then God can bless him.

as an con-
;eyes,

It is very disagree
able work to get to know ourselves, but verv 
ful work.

use-
Peter is sifted, and has to learn that 

this confidence that he has in himself is the 
occasion of his failure. In the end the Lord not 
Only restores his soul, but makes him the channel 
of blessing to others. When you know 
utter nothingness, then you can go and help others. 
Go and feed my sheep, the Lord says to Peter. It 
is very humbling and trying to be made nothing of, 
but very useful, because we are all disposed to 
think too well of ourselves.

' I

very

vour own

Lest then Paul should be exalted above 
a thorn in the flesh is given to him. We learn from 
the Epistle to the Galatians that it was something 
that made him contemptible in his preaching. It

measure,



something to keep him from being puffed up, 
but this is not strength. We have got the blessed
ness of Paul in the third heaven. We have got the 
man in Christ who can thank and bless God for 
what we are made in Christ—who can say of all of 
us, '‘Giving thanks unto the Father, which 
hath made us meet to be partakers of the inherit
ance of the saints in light.” But after this we have 
another thing, the flesh and its inclination to be 
puffed up. And then we find a third thing, the 
flesh made exceedingly disagreeable. But this is 
not strength—on the contrary, it is the emptying 
of strength. You cannot get God to help the flesh 
and to help self-will. He will break it down. He 
wilt humble you by it, but He will never help it. 
He breaks the vessel, that we may know that the 
power is not of man but of God, So that he says 
here, When I am weak, then am 1 strong.” 
When I am weak, I feel that I am weak. I know 
the truth about myself. Here the apostle 
preaching, and his manner of preaching 
temptible, and yet hundreds of people 
verted through it. Well, this does not come from 
what is contemptible ; it does not come from Paul 
but from God. The Lord then, when He had made 
him feel his weakness, says, “ My grace is suffi
cient for thee ; my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. If Paul had got strength, Christ need 
not have had so much for him ; but if Paul had 
none, the strength that came from Christ was in 
him. The man had been brought into conscious

was

was 
was con- 

were con-
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weakness that the power of Christ might rest upon 
him.

Now there I have got, not the man in Christ, 
but Christ in the man, and this is what I want 
down here. If I think of the man in Christ, it is 
perfection. But when it is a question of walking 
down here, we want strength as well as sincerity ; 
we want power. If the power be in myself, there 
is the old man set up, and this will not do. The ^ 
old man must be set down, and then another 
power comes in. I have got Christ with me. I 
am a dependent man. Christ said, “ Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word which 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” We see Him 
constantly dependent and always right. There is 
what is so difficult for us. We get into mischief 
just when we gel into independence of God. And 
therefore it is that we so often see a Christian have 
a fall, after a season of great joy. Why ? Because 
his joy has taken him away from dependence upon 
God. When I am emptied of self, and am in dis
tresses and infirmities and necessities for Christ's 
sake, then 1 can say, I will glory in them. Why ? 
“That the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 
Now, there is where there is to be blessing : made 
nothing of in one’s own consciousness, but then to 
have the consciousness of the power of Christ 
resting on me. This is not the man in Christ, but 
the power of Christ resting on him as he walks 
down here—it is Christ in the man. Supposing I 
am emptied of self, and Christ is living in me, what
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shall I get '* 1 shall not be always in the third
heaven, but Christ is always there. I have got my 
security there, my life there, my righteousness 
there, everything there that 1 need. Christ is 
my title : I am in Christ, and not in the first Adam.

The robe that was put upon the prodigal 
when he came home he had never had before. It 

patching up of his old rags, but 
The best robe was brought out and given. 

So what we had in Adam is lost and never can be 
recovered, but we get a new and far higher thing. 
An innocent man is one who does not know good 
and evil. A holy man knows good, and loves it. 
It is not now mere innocence, but what Christ is 
worth in the presence of God that I have got. The 
robe that the father put upon the prodigal 
new robe out of the treasures of his own house, 
that he had never had before. God has given us 
Christ in heaven. I

son

was not a 
robe.

a new

was a

not always in the third 
heaven, but Christ is there, and my place and title 
is to be there by faith, according to the working of 
the Spirit of God. If Christ is my life, there is 
nothing in that life inconsistent with the third 
heaven. The Christ that is in heaven, even when 
He was walking upon earth, could say, “ The Son 
of Man which is in heaven and all His life down 
here was the expression of that. Our union with 
Him is a real living union, 
and this Christ is in me below ; and there I find 
the principle of all my walk, and the power of it, 
too. I may be about my work and business, but

am

I am in Christ above,
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in that work and business 1 have to live Christ, to 
walk in the spirit of Christ, whatever circum
stances 1 am in. Supposing 1 am doing that, the 
Spirit is not grieved, and 1 enjoy the third heaven ; 
I have not been inconsistent with it. I have not 
been tl ere, but 1 have walked consistently with it, 
because I have walked in the Christ that is there. 
He is both my life and the power of my life. If I 
have been in the third heaven, and come out of it 
to be engaged in service, I may go on with my af
fections the same, spiritually and morally ; and 
when l go back to it, 1 enjoy it all the more. Take 
a man working for his family all day long. He 
may have to labour hard and away from them, but 
when the work is done, he comes back and enjoys 
them all the more. So the Christian, besides being 
in the third heaven, has to walk through the 
world. But Christ is his righteousness, his title 
for being there, and therefore his place is in hea 
ven ; and, walking in the power of that life, he is 
back into the third heaven, as happy and fresh as 
ever.

We may fail in it, but this is what the power of 
Christ resting on us down here works in us. 
Mark how he speaks as regards our title to take 
such a place. “ i know a man in Christ . . Of such 
an one will I glory.” In that we ought to glory. 
If I say 1 am in Christ, I glory in it. I say, What 
an astonishing place God has put me in ! He has 
taken me out of the ditch, and placed me with His 
Son. He takes a thief up on the cross and puts

»
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him in the same glory as the Son of God. 
lakes a Mary Magdalene, from whom he 
seven demons, and puts her in same glory as the 
Son of God. I am to glory in that. And what is 
the effect down here ? That I shall be made a fool 
of. If you talk of a man in Christ, Of such an 
one, he says, I will glory ; but if you talk of me, 
Paul, why 1 was going to be puffed up about hav
ing been in the third heaven ! There can be no 
good at all for me, unless I am emptied of self. 
When there, so little thought was there of self, that 
he did not know whether he was in the body or out 
of it.

He
casts out

People may say all this is presumption. Allow 
me to say a word about that. Are y ou in Christ ? 
If you are not in Christ, you are lost ; it is no good 
saying it is presumption. If you are not in Christ 
you are lost ; if you are in Christ, you are safe. 
What is the effect ? Is not Christ your righteous
ness ? Are you not going to glory in that, not in 
yourself? We do not think badly enough of 
selves as sinners in the flesh. If I know what it 
is to be lost—without Christ, I shall not think it 
presumption to glory in being in Him. I have no 
need to think of myself, because 1

our-

am perfectly
happy in the presence of God. He has made 
happy by the grace that has brought me there, and 
by the present communion that I have with Him
self in the place in which He has put me. We have 
to be taught practically, and therefore Paul had 
this thorn in his flesh. After he knew his

me

own
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wretchedness, and Christ his righteousness, there 
was the perfect learning of his own nothingness. 
This is the grand work which remains for us. We 
are in Christ as our righteousness ; but if 1 have 
only a light thought, this is not communion with 
God, though grace comes in, and there is inter
cession. The man in Christ has got his standing 
with God ; and when he has that, his business is 
to manifest Christ before the world. There he 
xvants power, and the pc wer comes, not merely 
from having been in the third heaven, not merely 
from being made the righteousness of God in 
Christ. He wants present power. To be sincere 
is not enough.

You will meet with temptation ; you will have 
your business, your trials of one kind and another, 
and you want the power that gives Christ a preci
ousness to you, that makes everything you meet 
with to be as nothing to you, ft is Christ Him
self that becomes your power—the power of Christ 
resting upon you. Now, I ask you, whether you 
can say, “ When we were in the flesh ? ” It is an 
important thing, and the apostle, speaking of it, 
says, “ When we were in the flesh.” Have you 
learnt that the ground upon which you stand before 
God is not the ground upon which the first Adam 
stood, but that God has put you upon a new 
ground in the second Adam, the Lord Jesus 

» Christ ? If so, I say, you are a man in Christ, 
and therefore you must walk as phrist walked. 
But if not, you have got a lesson to learn, to have
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So

your souls realizing that we are lost without 
Christ, and, therefore, if we are to have hope of 
anything, it must be in Christ. God puts us in 
Christ ; and then I say, that I am in Christ before 
God. He bore my sins, and put them away- 
blotted them out for ever. But though there is 
the power of the new life and the presence of the 
Holy Ghost, of myself I will not glory, save in 
what pulls this wretched flesh to pieces ; but in 
Christ I will glory.

Do you desire to manifest Christ to the world ? 
You will

!

say you want power ; but if so, you must 
be emptied of self, and find Him your righteous
ness before God ; and His power you get in your 
weakness, as your power to walk through this 
world. Then our hearts can say, Come, Lord
Jesus.

The Lord give you to know what it is to value 
Him now, first as poor sinners, knowing Him as ' 
meeting all your need, and then in the communion 
of His love, as One that is dear to our hearts, 
whom we long to know face to face, in all His 
fulness.

il "

Law.—Prohibition, requirement,

Gospel.—Gift, grace, blessing.

Salvation.—Deliverance wrought by divine
power, bringing us out of one condition into 
another.

curse.
|i


