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PROCEEDINGS

OF

Second Dominion Convention.

The following subjects, as per circular issued, were selected
as topics for discussion :—
1. Association work in its peculiar adaptation to the wants and
temptations of young men, )
2. What special lines of work are best calculated to attain the
primary object of our Associations.
(a). In Cities.
(). In Town and Villages.
. Bible Study.
(a). %he importance of Bible Classes.
(b). How shall 1 study the Bible for myself, and for the
benefit of others?
4 Branch work.
(a). Among Railway men.
(3. In Colleges,

w

(¢). Among Commercial Travellers.
(d). For Boys.
5. Educational classes and social work. To what extent, and
how can these be utilized ?
(a). Educational.
(b). Social.
6. (a). International Executive work ; its importance. %
() District work and Conferences : their desirability. (This
topic for want of time was not discussed.)
. The éreat need of d realization of our individual responsibility
a‘ hristians, and the imperative necessity of labeuring for
rist.
The papers prepareéd on the various topics will be found

annexed hereto.
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Truro, 1oth August, 1882,

The Convention assembled in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, Truro,
at half-past two o'clock in the afternoon, and was operned by de-
votional exercises, conducted by Mr. A. Daniel, of St. John.

On motion of Mr. J..Q. Thomson, ofi Quebec, Mr. éohn S:
Maclean, of Halifax, President of the First Dominion Conven-
tion, took the chair and called the Convention to order.

After singing “ Our Blessed Bond of Union, Thou Art O
Christ Our Lord,” the Rev. E. Ross read a portion of Scripture
and engaged in prayer.

Mr. fohn S. Maclean then addressed the Delegates, referring
to the First Dominion Convention, held five years ago in Quebec,
which he characterized as a blessed one, producing most gracious
and truitful results—among which were—greater faith in the
work of the Y. M. C. A. and increased determination to carry it
forward—a new bond of sympathy between the workers from the
different provinces—the creation of new friendships and the

uickening of some who were becoming weary in well doing—
axe determination of the Quebec Association to have a building
of their own. To-day that building was by the blessing of God
about finished, and was for convenience and beauty, one of the
first in the land. On behalf the Maritime Provinces he warmly
welcomed the delegates trom Ontario and Quebec. K He gave
statistics from the Year Book showing the remarkable increase in
the various branches of the Association work during the past
year. ~He referred to the tide /of emigration: which was now
setting in, and said it' was important for us to think of the respon-
sibilities that rested upon the Associations of the Dominion in
relation to the great influx of people who were pouring in and fill-,
ing up the land. He referred in pleasing terms to the Winnipeg
Association and the blessed work it was doing out there. This
Dominion he said had a ' glorious future before it and the
more we could consecrate the ' young men of the country to
God, the more glorious would that future be. And in a very
earnest and practical address he called upon all the delegates
to renewed efforts in the great work in which they were engaged,
and which was at the present time pr:ssing itself so forcibly
upon_every Christian worker; It

On conclusion’ of Mr. Maclean's remarks, the Convention
united_in singing the hymn, “Sing Them Over Again to Me
Wornderful Words'of Life,” ¢ 5 {1

" It 'wis moved and carried that the following bethe rules to
govern the proceedings of the Convention.
v ' 3 RULES, '
1. The officers of this Convention shall be a President, five Vice-Presidents”
and three Secretaries. >

J
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2. Immediately after the election of the above officers the Presideat shall
nominate four standing committees, consisting each of not more than six members
—ome on Business (including all business of a general pature,) jone on Devotion,
one’on Resolutions, and ome on Credentials,

3. All resolutions submitted to the Convention shall be in writing, and after
being proposed and seconded shall be referred to the proper committee, who shall
have power to transmit or reject. N

4. The usual tules of order in deliberative assemblies shall prevail, and the
ruling of the chairman shall be final.

r 8 Sg:k.rt shall be limited to five minutes each, and shall not sperk more than
once ag the same subject, without permission,

6.

-

. order of each day's proceed shall be as follows :—Devotienal
Exercises, Reading Minutes, call for Resolutions and Propositions, Reading of
Communications, Reports of Committees, Unfinished Business.

On motion of Mr. ]. K. Blair, of Truro, seconded by Mr.
Moore, of Charlottetown :—* All clergymen members of Associa-
tions and visiting brethren, not accredited delegates, were ap-
pointed Corresponding Members of the Convention.”

On motion of Mr, Thompson, of Moncton, seconded by Mr.
Humpbhries of same place, the following brethren were constituted
a Committee on Permanent Organization, vis :—Messrs, Sandham,
Toronto; Irvine, St. John ; Cushing, Montreal; Blanchard, Truro;
Rev. Mr., Mallory, Quebee ; F. Moore, Charlottetown ; S. Lindsay,
of Mosquodobuit; J. W. Bickle, Cobourg, and Mackay, Pictou.

During the absence of this Committee on business, short
addresses were given by the Hon. P. C. Hill, of Halifax, Rev.
Mr. Porter, of St, Catharines, and Mr. Wm. Cummings, of Truro,
in which they forcibly gave their experience of the benefit of the
work ot the Association, )

M. Sandham, Chairman of Committee on Organization, thea
reported the result of their business session for which they had
asked leaye to retire.

T M W e VN

;
y
4
i
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PRESIDENT i—
F. W. Hales, Charlottetown, P. E. I.

‘ Vice-PRESIDENTS ;—
¢hn C. Thompson, Quebdc. A. Hewson, Cobourg,
. McCully, Truro. J. E. Irvine, St. John
James Somi€rville, Queen’s College, Kingston.

SECRETARIES 1—

D. A. Budge, Montreal. V1. N. Shannon, Halifax.
st A. H, Mackay, Pictou.

P \
e The wing Business Committee was appointed—T. S.
. Cole, Quel &m&n.mw Paul, mu-l; L M
/' Hutchings, St. John; 1.W. Bickle,Cobourg; 1. F. Blanchard, Truro.
: The following Devotional' Committee was appoint ed:—].
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Smith, Truro; Rev. E. F. Mallory, Quebec; W. E. Burford, To-
ronto; Geo. Younger, St. Johns; Henry Morton, Montreal; Isaiah
Smith, Halifax.

The President, after being escorted to the platform and chair,
expressed his regret that he should be elected to fill a position of
so much importance. He knew, however, from long experience
1n association work, that it would be useless for him to resist, and
he bowed in humble submission to their wishes. All he could
say was to express his trust in God and rely on His Spirit alone
to make the meetings of the Convention successful. e humbly
trusted that God would enable him to act and speak as He would
have him do. He trusted also that all the delegates would be
filled with the same blessed spirit, and would fully realise His
presence and hopefully depemf upon Him for success in their
deliberations.

After the appointment ef these Committees and the announce-
ments for the evening and morning sessions, it was suggested by
D. A. Budge, of Montreal, that, the President request theﬁe tes
to rise in their places and announce their names and places of resi-
dence, in order that the members of the Association might know
each other, and this practical aug?ation was carried out in & very
pleasant and social way, after which they all joined in singing
" Take the name of Jesus with you.” Rev. Dr. Burns, of Halifax,

then pronounced the benediction and the convention adjourned.

THE ‘‘ WELOOME MEETING.”

The ‘' welcome meeting” was held in the evening, in St.
Andrew's Church, J. F. Blanchard, Eaq., of Truro, occupying the
chair. The meeting, which was largely attended, was opened a$
balf past seven with devotional exercises led by Rev. W. H. Porter
of 8t. Catharines. After a well rendered anthem by the choir the
chairman delivered a brief address, at the close of which the choir
sang & hymn The chairman then called upon the Rev. Dr. Mc-
Cullough, of Truro, to sFeak, who delivered an excellent address
of welcome on behalf of the churches. In the course of his re-
marks he said, “The hopes of the Church, th:. happiness of fami-
lies, blanks in the books of God’s remembrance, and rooms in the
house of many mansions, were to be filled by the efforts of the As-
sociation and of the Church fighting side by side.” The reverend
doctor referred to the lamentable lack of home discipline and
training, and urged parents not to delegate their God-given work
of home instruction to societies or associations however good. He
referred to the visible prevalence of opinions of an infidel character,
the destroying influence of strong drink, and the neceesity of com-
batting these evils by oxnn;f:le and godlgdpyecopt.

The Rev. Dr. Burns, of Halifax, replied in behalf of the Conven-
tion. In the course of an eloquent address he said, ‘' The Eddy-
stone Lighthouse had engraved on its base the words ‘To give
light and to save life,’ and he conceived the association to be like
that famous lighthouse, set up for the purpose of saving life and
giving light ; and he rejoiced that there were eight hundred such
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lighthouses on this continent. He concluded with an earnest ap-
peal to the delegates to be faithful to the great mission which God
in His mercy had extended to them. After all joined in singing
the hymn ** I heard the Saviour say.”

ayor Bent was then called upon to welcomo the delegates.
On behalf of the citizens he welcomed the Convention in a very
hearty and hospitable manner, and referred principally to the
results that would accrue in this workd to men in general by living
utp to the principles of Christianity. He rejoiced in the existence
of such associations, which were endeavoring to propagate such
principles.

Hon. P. C. Hill, in reply thanked the Mazor in behalf of the
Convention for the gracious words which he heard expressed and
for the encouragement which such kind reception as Truro had ex-
tended to the delegates was calculated to produce. In a few terse
words he publicly thanked God for the mission of the Y.M.C.A.

Mr. W. McCully, President of the local association, gave words
of welcome on behalf of its members, and was responded to by
Mr. F. W. Hales, of Charlottetown.

His Honor Lieut.-Governor Archibald then addressed the Con-
vention and extended the welcome of the Province of Nova Scotia
to the delegates. He welcomed them as men engaged in a good
cause and actuated by noble motives: many of them were men en-
gaged in pursuits which were sufficient to engross their whole time,

et they had the manliness not to be the slaves of circumstanc
Kut. devoted a portion of their time and means to the promotion o
the objects of the Association. They came not as members of any
denomination, but representing all denominations. Their coming
was a living protest that religion was superior to sect. In very
forcible words he concluded {trustmg that their success in the
future would ful? equal that of the past.

Mr. Thomas J. Wilkie, of Brooklyn, N.Y., representing the In-
ternational lx. Commiptee of the United States and British Prov-
inces. was the last speaker, and in a wa&peculiar to himself spoke
enthusiastically of the work of the Y. M. C. A, and on behalf of
the Committee which he had the honor of representin returned
thanks for the hearty welcome which had been exten: to the
members of the Convention.

After singing and the benediction this very interesting meet-
ing was brought to a close.

SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

FRIDAY MORNING,
Y. M. C. A. HagL, August 11th, 1882,

The members of the Convention met at 9.45 a.m., for devotional
exercises, led by F. W. Hales of Charlottetown. At 10 am. the
President took the chair and the Convension united in ginging the
hymn, ‘* All hail the power of Jesu's name.”
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RESOLUTION COMMITTEE.

Hon. P. C. Iill, Halifax; Chas. Cushing, Montreal; Clarence
Primrose, Pictou; — Roger, Peterboro; (. Palmer, Charlottetown.

The Convention then proceeded to the discussion of the topic,
‘“ What special lines of work are best calculated to attain the

rimary object of our association 1n towns and villages ¢ Ogened
y a paper by J. J. Gartshore of Toronto, and read by W. P. Crom-
bie. (Kor paper referred to see annex.)

Mr. Crombie said that the Association referred to had been the

.means of saving scores of young men in the neighborhood, from 30

t0 50 of whom attended t.e services summer and winter. This
showed what one man could do. He hoped we would have associ-
ations not only in all our towns, but 1n all our villages. He con-
curred with the writer of the paper that two or three young men
banded together, Praymg to God tor a blessing upon young men,
was & Young Men’s Christian Association in the highest sense of the
word. 'The population of the village referred to was about 500, and
100 were members of thé Association.

Judge Heunsley, Charlottetown, P,E.L, said it was a very im-
portant thing, that something should be found for young men to do
as soon as they were brought into the Association, This was one
of the main lessons to be gathered from this paper.

The tollowing also took part in the discussion : T. James,
Monctou; J. O. Miller, St. John; James Stalker, Pictou; Rev. A.
Osborn, Charlottetown ; T, 8. Cole, Quebec, and others, and much
profit was derived therefrom.

The next branch ot the same Topic, taking up special lines of
work in cities, was then entered upon. The discussion of this
branch was opened by a baper prepared and read by D. A. Budge,
or Montreal. (For this Paper see annex.)

A warm discussion 1ohowed the reading of this paper. Messrs.
Miller, St John; Wilkje, Brooklyn; Paul, Montreal; Sandham,
Loronvo; McLean, Halifax; Lonsdale, Montreal; and Rev. A. Osborn,
Charlottetown, taking part.

Half an hour was then spent in devotional exercises, led by J.
A. Gould, of St. John, after which the third branch of the Fourth
Topic was taken up—* Branch work among CUommercial Travel-
lers"—waswpened by a paper prepared by 8. Caldecott, of Torente,
and read by J. S, Marnie, St. John. (For this paper see annex.)

Discussion tollowed the reading of this paper.

At the close of this discussion the Convention took recess until
2.45 p.m.

AFTERNOON SESSION,

i FrIDAY, Aug. 11th, 1882
Session opened by devotional exercises conducted by Isaiah
Smith, of Hal?&x. -
J. B Irvin, St. John, took the chair, ] .
A telegra;m was read from Fredericton Y. M. C, A, sending
greeting to'the Convention.. The Secretary was asked to reply.
A letter was read from D. McGregor, of Halifax, offering dele-
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gates to the Convention, the book recently gublished on the life of
the late J. B. Morrow, at 60c. each, the profits from the sale being
devoted to the Travelling Secretary Fund.

Jno, 8. Mclean, of Halifax, spoke in favor of this book, and
would like to see it placed in the hands of every young man.

Topic No. 4—“Branch work in Colleges.” A paper written by
Prof. Burwash of Victoria College, Cobourg, and read by Mr. Somer-
ville, of Queen's University. Kingston. (For paper see annex.)

bn,motion of D. A. Budge, Montreal, seconded by J. A Gould,
8t. John, that the time be extended 15 minutes for the discussion of
this subject. .

The following brethren took part in the discussion. Messrs
Hague, of Toronto; G. M. Wrong, President of Y. M. C. A., Toronto
Unuversity ; A. H. Mackay, of Pictou, N. 8.; Mr. Somerville, of
Queen’s University, Kingston, Ont. ; and Hon. P. C. Hill, of Halifax.

Rev. Dr. Burns led in prayer, especially in behalf of Christian
work amongst college students,

Topic No. 4.— “Branch work amongst railway men,” topicopen-
ed by W. E. Burford. who presented the whole work on this conti-
nent replying to many questions asked by delegates. Mr. Burford’s
presentation of the claims of the Railway men was intensely inter-
esting and elicited hearty approval—much light was thrown upon
this important feature of Y. M. C. A. work, and much good no doubt
will ensue from the discussion of this topic.

Bro. Thompson, of Moncton, N. B, followed giving details of
the work on International Railway Line.

At four o'clock, T. 8. Cole, of Quebec, conducted a devotional
meeting, in which Alf. Sandbham ot Toronto, gave & Bible Reading
on * The Christian as & Palm Tree.” This reading was a very
characteristic one, and gave much satistaction and profit, 8o much
as to lead to Mr. Sandham’s being requested to give a second Bible
reading.
The Convention adjourned by prayer led by Rev. Dr. McCullough,

EVENING SESSION. .

The Bession opened at 7 p.m. in the Baptist Church. A de-
votional meeting being conducted by Clarance Primrose, of Pictou.
The President took the chair at 7.30, and called upon the Rev. Mr.
Dunn to lead in prayet. ‘ .

Topic No. 7.—The great need of a realization of our individual
responsibility as Christians, and the imperative necessity of labor-
ing for Christ was opened by an address by Rev. Mr. Brecken, of
Halifax. In the course of his address he quoted the saying of
Daniel Webster ‘‘that the grandest thought which ever pecurred to
him was his responsibility to-God.” . The thought of such ‘responsi-
bility would be overwhelming were it not. counterbalarced by the
knowledge that God aided us by His Holy Spirit. - i

One of the dangers of Association work wasthat of the majority
of its members throwing; the resyonsibﬂm‘o! its work upon the few
when every one should realize his personal responsibility to Jesus
Christ and use faithfully the talents entrusted to him for the glory
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of God and the good of man. He likened the Association to an
army in which évery man whether officer or private had a part to
play. The address was very l‘].)sraclica.l, and evidently produced a
salutary effect upon the hearers.

A hymn was then sung, after which T. J. Wilkie, of Brooklyn
was officially introduced as the representative of the International
Executive Committee, ugon which he delivered an address setting
forth the great claims the International Committee has upon the

atitude and Eood will of individual Associations. His presenta-
ion of the work created a most favorable impression, and-many
hearts were stirred by his earnest and loving words.

The audience joined in singing & laymn of praise when Jno. 8.
McLean, of Halifax, took the chair, and called upon the delegates to
retount in a few words what the Association had done for them
personally. This privilege was immediately responded to by about
twenty delegates, telling in three minute speeches what God, by
the Association, had done for them.

This experience testimony created a most lively interestand en-
thusiasm.

The meeting was closed by the singing of the Doxology and the
Benediction. ;

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION.

Y. M. C, A. HaLL, TORONTO, AUG. 12.

The session was3 opened at 9.45 a.m. with devotional services,
cﬁnd\lllcted by the Rev. Mr. Burrows, of Truro, the President in
the chair.

The minutes of last session were then read and approved.

The Topic No. 4. “Branch Work for Boys,” was opened léy a
paper gx;epared by F. W. Fatt, of London, and read by T. 8. Cole,
of Quebec. (For paper see annex.)

o reading of this paper was followed by discussions which
proved very interesting indeed, and many expressed an earnest de-
gire to see this branch of Y. M. C. A. work more fully realized and
entered into. Mr. T. J. Wilkie gave intemting accounts of this
kind of work as done by the Brooklyn Association. Rev. Dyson
Hague, of Toronto, entered very heartily into the discussion of this
topic, as he said it was in a boy’s meeting he was, when a boy.
brou’ﬁl:t to know and love Jesus Christ. .

e meeting then proceeded to the discussion of the 8rd Topie,
“Bible Study.”—*“How shall I study the Bible for myself and for
the benefit of others,”—opened by a paper by Alf. 8andham, of To-
ronto. (¥or paper see annex.)

The reading of this excellent paper called forth a great deal of
earnest and profitable discussion. Many of the members took part
in it, and a desire was expressed by a number that the Executive
Committee print it for circulation.

A Hevotional meeting was then conducted for a half an hour
by Rev. Dyson Hague, of Toronto, aftér which W, P. Crombie read
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a report of his work for the year as Travelling Secretary for the
Association. (For report see annex.)

At the conclusion of this readil;s, as the time for morning ses-
sif(;: had expired, the convention adjourned to meet again in the
afternoon. ¢

SATURDAY AFTERNOON.

Y. M. C. A. HALL.

Vice-President J, C. Thompson, of Quebec, took the chair at
2.30 p. m. After singing the hymn ** Hark the voice of Jesus say-
ing,” and engaging in prayer, led by Mr. Thompson, of Moncton,
followed by the singing of hymn, ‘‘Come thou fount of every
blessing,” the minutes of last session were read and approved.

Vice-President Hewson, of Cobourg, taking the chair, hymn,
“What a friend we have in Jesus,” was sung ; Rev. E. D. Mallory
led ln;;]ra er, hymmn, “I ?we my life for the,” was next sung,
when the Hom. C. P. Hill, of Halifax, took the platform to open the
discussion of Topic 1, ‘‘Association work in its gculiar adaptation
t¢ the wants and temptations of young men.” He spoke feelingly
of the work of the Association, and considered it specially adapted
to meet the peculiar needs of young men. He referred to the great
temptations that beset the path of young men, and thanked God
that such an institution had been organized to counteract these
temptations, and to lead young men to a higher and better life.
His address was followed, as usual, by discussion, in which many
participated.

Mr. Cummin%s, of Truro ; R. N. Beckworth, of Halifax; G. R.
Cunningham, of New Glasgow, and A. H. McKay, of Picton, made
brief but forcible addresses on the same subject.

After cinging and prayer Mr. Alf. Sandham gave another Bible
sreading upon “Thoughts,” which was full of spint;l‘:‘ldpower.

After singing and prayer Mr. Alf. Sandham read the Report
of Executive Committee from Ontario and Quebec, prepared by
Mr. J. SI Gartshore, Secretary of the Committee. (For report see
annex.

Mr. Crombie’s Report was referred to by some of the delegates,
and after discussion upon the question of intemperance
referred to therein, it was moved and heartily carried, that some
resolutions expressive of this Convention’s opinion should be for-
mally and publicly announced, upon which the Resolution Com-
mitte reti and prepared a resolution.

SATURDAY EVENING SESSION—AUG. 12.
‘Methodist Church, 7.30 o’clock.
The seesion opened with J. C. Thom vice-presidéiit, in the
N votional exercises, read-

chaif. 'il:)e Rev. M. Goucher conduc¢ dﬂv 8,
mglm he, and leadinAgni: prayer. ‘Minutes of aftérnoon ‘ses-
sion vead and confiriéd. Announcements for Sunday aftefaoon,
youhg men’s thebting and farewell ‘meeting in ‘the'® ; Wote
réad By T. 8.'Odle, of Quebec, -Mr.'Oole also read the following ré-
solt of thanks ‘Which wére adopted :—

1
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Resolved thut the sincere thanks of this Convention gre due and
be eonveyed to ~ il
1s8t. To the Truro association for the hearty Christian welcome
extended to the 2nd Y.M.C,A. Dominion Convention.
2nd." 'To the ministers'of the churches for their most cordial
co-operation. :
3rd. To the trustees for the use of the churches for our
meetings.
4th, To the citizens of Truro who have so kindly received and
entertained us at their homes,
5th. To the managers of steamboat and railway co.s who have
given reduced rates of travel for delegates. |
edqth. To the Press for extend reports of Convention pro-
ceedings. . )
7thg.s To the Choir of 8t. Andrew’s Church for the efficient ser-
vices at our welcome meeting.
8th. - To all who havein any way aided in making this Conven-
tion a success, . .
The Credential Committee, through the.chairman, F. 8. Moore,
Charlottetown, presented the folowing report :—

The Credential Committe beg to submit the following statisti-
cal report.

b %
Number of Associations represented ...... ........ 27
From Ontario .. ...... ......... Foait - o 6
o %uebec Yeuls v Biteerdans RRCHNE SN dede ol
‘** Nova Scotia............ .. ...... 12
*  New Brunswick ........ .. .. .. 5
“ PBIsland .............0 .. ... 1
a7
Number of Delegates present :—
From Ontario ........... .............. 13 °
o UeDeE ~ioehiinnitliinnn s sy 1 )
* NovaBeootity...................... 40
“  New Brunswick ................ .. 19
* P EIsland ............ e 9
Representative of International Execu.
tive Committee ..................... 2
R
3
Corresponding Members. . ......c....... 22

\

After singing a hymn of praise, J.' 8. Maclean, of Halifax, pre-
sented the clﬁms of the “* Watchman,” soliciting subseri tions for
that pa e urged upon every deiegate tosubscribe for this ex-

cellent ?ﬁer,' and was followed in his appeal by Mr, T. J. Wilkie,
of Brooklymi: .. ., : ey 0 fevany iy

nlzlr“ t:ns,.o!, ntreal, made an ntddmlﬂnhpic,ﬂ%ﬁ' * Edu-
cational Classes.”  His g ‘was of .a very p . characte
showing the necegsity Nm»?: A, ;

wonk.md‘m5ood? pul "h&h”“ h:ﬁg’ 5 follc
eff t. £ this dire .. He wished. 1 elegates
the ;f&iwwﬁi‘m as priut msthod of ¢ mfﬁ’ﬁ




ome

dial

and

RVE

Jer-

en-

re,

15

of the subject to those present. This address and the questions put
and answered were of a very interesting character, and tended
much to make the evening a very enjoyable one.

James A, Gould, 8t. John, read a paper onsoeial work, and
during the few moments given to discussiea, John Suckling, Truro,
W. P. Orombie, Toronto, T. 8. Cole, Quebec, and A. C, Thompson,
Moncton, took part. ‘

T. 8. Cole, Quebec, then took the chair and conducted a prayer
meeting, at which several requests for prayer were read and prayed

for.
Rev. 8. B. Dunn_then closed the meeting with the Benediction.
After which the Doxology was sung and the meeting closed.

SaturpAY EvENING SESSION; }
METHODIST CHURCH, Aug. 12th, 1882.

OPENING EXERCISES... -

The Convention then proceeded to the discussion of the fifth
topic. v !

Educational Classes and Social Work, to what extent and
how they may be utilized. Opened by Dr. Kerry, of Montreal,

The Doctor commedced by laying down two principles, 1st.
Associations were a ‘necessity in large cities and small towns.’ 2d.
The Church and similar ‘societies were not getting hold of  the
Young Men. . Of 2006-hundred students in theicollege which he at-
tended only one half professed to have any, religion... The spirit
pervading the university was not against isms but against the
spirit of Christianity. | 'The young men of the, present. day, who -
studied reviews and scientific woriu were largely tainted with un-
belief. Take the railroad men for instance. There were hundreds
of these who met every Sunday for the purpose of finding. fault
withithe Bible .and ‘spreading infidel sentiments, It this were
going on in the larger towns it would shortly spread to the smaller,
consequently there neverwas a greater need for thoroughly
earnest Christian men.  If young men. were once got inside of the
association half the work was done.! | When they swere fairly in-
side of 'the association they should be induced to study the word
of God.: On this point he agreed with Mr, -Sandham, . Saloons
and grog shops offered every inducement to young men to spend
their evenings there. ' There were places of this sort. where you
could find more young men in an evening than in all the churches
of the city.: .1t ‘was proposed as.a counter attraction to start
educational classes in connection with: the. association, this was
objected to as/ providing am ent:. If young, men. .wanted
mnmt'ehc&mld not go to the association for it:, It was
thought better to give them something useful. . There were some
who wanted to improve themselves in arithmetic, others, d

to learn something about book-keeping. . Some wanted Nli“lﬂ
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French and others in phonography. It was the duty of the
association to help young men in every way that it could.

He, (Dr. K.) had heard many expressions among young men
antagonistic to the association. They had a mistaken idea about
it. e wanted them to learn about the association, and the best
thing was to let them see what was being done. Many young
men were of a thoughtful turn when they wanted something to
think about, the services of some of the best men in Montreal
were secured to give them a course of Lectures. These were not
for amusement but for instruction.  Some of the medical men of
the city said if you are going into that we will help you, and they
gave accordingly a course o?ten Lectures on Physiology. There
was no teaching of Christian doctrine in connection with the
Lectures. But the young men would never forget the instruction
they received in regard to the human frame.

It was thought next desirable to do something in the direc-
tion of science. The age was scientific. He would urge it upon
members of the Convention to be cautious in there attacks upon
men of science, and never tb make such attacks unless compelled
to do so. He had heard Darwin spoken of. Darwin was now buried
in Westminister Abbey, and his works had set the world thinking.
It our opinions could not withstand his criticisms, they must go .
down. Darwin had brought forward ideas that would assist the
truth, and that such men who were working quietly in the cause
of truth and whose discoveries were influencing the world should
be needlessly attacked was not proper. He, (Dr. K) had felt as
a Canadian that it was desirable that our young men should learn
something about the country, and the men who make it. A
course ot Lectures was accordingly provided in History. There
were men who might not go to church but who would read the
newspapers, It was important therefore to get hold of the press
to use it as much as possible for the 'airead of Christian doctrine,
For lecturers it was desirable to get the best men possible, and
to select subjects that would be,interesting to a mixed audience.
The lecturer should not be asked to lecture for nothing, Students
attending the lecture should pay something. The acquaintance of
every young ‘man ‘who came into the room should be made, and
he should be gently brought under Christian influences. He
should be shown the working of the association. He should be
shown that the ‘association- was interested in him personally, he
should be shown the way to Christ. As aresultof these lectures
in Montreal ull expenses were paid and books to the value of $200
put into the library. Time and again the Committee were told
by people they were glnd to hear that the association was doing
-something at last, and business men were led to give there sup-
port to the ssociation because they began to realize what it ‘was

doing.
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A similar course might be pursued here and a great deal done
to keep young men from places they ought not to be in. He had
not said as much as he should like to say, but he thought he had
said enough to show what could be done. Whathad beer done in
New York could be done in other places. .,»

D. A.Bupcs, Montreal, said that by means of these classes
they got hold of 200 young men, they had not been able to reach
in any other way. The classes brought them within their influence
and many of them they had been able to retain. To show that the
religious work of the association was in no respect interfered with
he might state that the Bible classlast winter was the largest they
ever had.

T. J. WiLkie, Brooklyn, N.Y. said that nearly goo young men
had been brought under the influence of their association through
these classes. The association felt they could not do without
them. By means of the classes many were brought into the
Prayer Meeting. He was glad to see that in Montreal they were
waking up to the importance of this method. For many -years
they were exclusively on the religiousline. The association ought
to be made like our homes. ,

R. N. BeckworTH, Halifax, said that it should bekept in view
above all things,that it was the duty ot the association to bring

young men to Christ.

b
SUNDAY, 13ra AUGUST.

At 9.80 a.m. a de&onaé lr‘&e'fimthw“ held in th,e Xu:t{ing' %o
Hall—special prayer being offered for the young men's m ?
be held t;n tl:leuotg:ll in the attgra’oo% At thﬁee it was 't -
ested that during t of the Yo () in the
gftemoon, the ladies m‘ﬁﬁ hold a Prayer Meeting in the basement,
which was accordingly done, and above 300 assembled to ask
God's blessing on 510 ‘put forth to reach the young
men of Truro. Delogates occupied the pulpits in the various churches
in the town, and for several miles around in'the villages, services
were conducted by members of the Convention.
The afternoon meeting, presided over by D. A. Budge, of Mon-
treal, and addressed by ounghmen of the Convention, was one of
power, as ev-ideneeg by the number of enquirers remaining at
the close of the meeting.

+  FAREWELL MEETING. :

At 8.80 in the evening Jno. 8. McLean, of Halifax, took the
chair M-M»B‘amm.lald li[n oo in 8t éndmﬁ’:‘%uroh'n JA% over-
fl i 7as | I8t atwhich 1. J. X
S T e e s
Tore I eCloogh s S o 1 g by waa:” G bt
of the delegates Rev. Mr. Ker, of Lon m,o,':!&wm Wrong,
of Tora;to;‘ Daniels, of St. John, and others. Yowng men bade fare.
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well to the friends who had so kindly received and hospitably en-
tertained the members of the Convention. The singing of a num-
ber of Gospel Hymns added greatly to the interest and power of the
meeting. o :

The overflow meeting in the Baptist Church was also crowded,
and brief and earnest addresses of farewell were delivered b many
of the delegates. At the conclusion of the meeting all the dele-
gates assembled in St. Andrew’s Church. Mr, McLean, the chair-
mzn, then made a brief address, and, calling upon all the members
of the Convention to come_to the platform, to Jjoin hands and sing
' Shall we gather at the River #” and the old ‘familiar Y, M. C. A.
hymn, ‘“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love,”
—the nd Dominion Convention, with all its blessed influences,
was closed with all uniting, in an audible voice, in repeating the
Lord’s Prayer, and the pronouncing, by the Rev. Dr. McCullough,
of the Benediction.

TRAVELLING SECRETARY’'S REPORT.

It is with feelings ot much joy that I rise to address the
Second Dominion Convention of the Young Men’s Christian As.
sociation. Conwened as it is in the Maritime Provinces, and in
the beautiful town of Truro, where I received not very long ago
such a hearty and warm welcome. .

I consider it a very great privilege indeed, not only to address
the delegates from the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, where I

. have laboured for so many years, and where I have received so
much kindness-and consideration, but the much esteemed dele-
gates of the Maritime Provinces ; and I take this opportunity of
thanking them publicly for the very kind Christian spirit wl?n'ich
they so graciously manifested towards me when I had the priv-
ilege of visiting so many of their Associations in the early part of
this year. With these few prefatory remarks I will now proceed
to give an unvarnished story of my proceedings since the time I
accepted the office of Fravelling Secretary to the present period.

I was invited by the Executive Committee after the Provin.
cial Convention in Cobourg in October last, to accept again the
office of Travelling Secretary, and in accordance therewith 1
resumed duty on' the 1st of Décember last, and since then have
been actively engaged in prosecuting the work of the Young
Men’s Christian Association. 1 have had a varied experience, I
have met with much encouragement and I have, I am sorry to
say, met with discouragement also. I have been cheerec{ By
signs of an awakening and deepening interest, and I have ‘been
depressed and disappointed by the appearance of roldness and
apathy where once existed warmth and activity.

In some places God graciously manifested His power where
interest was immediately evidenced and souls quickened, and in
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other places faith, having no external influences to cheer her,
looked simply into the future and believed and rejoiced in hope
that the seed sown would, in God’s good time, yield fruit and
_come to God’s blessed harvest.
For these varied experiences I humbly and heartily thank
our Heavenly Father who permitted me to be engaged in work
for Him and for His Son Jesus Christ, our blessed Loord and Re-
deemer. I have visited over thirty two Associations and some of
these two or three times, during the eight months I have been in
office—thirteen of these were in the Maritime Provinces. I have
also visited five other places, where no Association existed, for
the purpose of enlisting sympathy in our work and for holding
special services for the benefit of young men. I have also held
special Evangelistic services in seven places, spending from two
to three weeks and in some only one week, making in all about
three months spent in this way, holding on an averageé two meet- -
ings a day. These meetings, with the exception of the ones in

Port Hope, where we had very large and interesting gatheﬁnﬁs,
were not very successful in point of numbers—but were suffi-
ciently so to cheer and encourage us—and of marked general in-
terest except Sundays, but afterwards letters were received telling
us that good fruit had manifested itself, that souls had been con-
verted and that the Association had been much benefitted, mem-
bers quickened into greater activity and kindlier feelings
awakened in the public mind towards the Young Men’s Christian
Association.

I have great faith in these special eftorts. If properly un-
dertaken they cannot help but be beneficial in every sense of the
word to the Young Men’s Christian Association, both in quicken.
ing Christian young men, converting the souls of others, and in
awakening a deeper interest in the public mind in the work in
which we are engaged. Both Mr. Budge and Mr. Cole, Secretaries
of Mantreal and Quebec respectively, gave their valuable aid in
three of these places, viz: Three Rivers, Sherbrooke and Ottawa,
all of which acknowledged having received a great blessing by
the ‘special efforts put forth.

~ Inall my visits to the Associations I have laid great stress
upon the necessity of encouraging Bible study among our mem-
bers. Ihave made. every effort to encourage those who had
Biile, classes by getting the young men together for the purpose
of having a conference on the matter and by urging them to

study the Word more and more. In other places where no such
classes existed, I have been enabled, by God's blessing, to estab-
~ lish them, and I am very glad to say I have received most encour-

aging signs of the good work these classes are accomplishinf.
and here let me say that every Association ought to have a Bible

i
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class, and I sincerely trust that one result at any rate of this
Convention will be an intense desire to study the Word of God
ourselves, and to encourage its study among the ranks of our
members, ' '

In this age of scepticism and infidelity, when so many are
drifting away from the living truth and so many mighty enemies
are confuting us, what weapon can we use for God and for the
benefit of man but the Word ef the living God. It is the Sword
of the Spirit. Let us study it then, that we may be used by the
Spirit to wield it to God’s glory and man’s good. The want ot
this has been heretofore our great weakness. In places where I
have held special Evangelistic services I have endeavoured to
have meetings in the afternoon, especially for ladies, where I laid
before them the claims of young men and gave them some idea
of the work in which we were engaged, thereby evoking
much sympathy and interest among a class that ought
to be—and perhaps is—more interested in our work than any
other, class in the community. It is a blessed thing to be followed
by a Christian mother’s pfayers. Even to think of it calls up in
the mind the tenderest recollections and the sweetest thoughts.
Blessed be God for a Christian mother’s prayers and a Christian
mother’s loving sympathy:

I had the privilege of attending the Railroad Convention in
St. Thomas, and in taking part in its proceedings. I was fairly
astonished by what I saw and heard there. It was one of the most
interesting Conventions I ever attended, and the results of it were
most blessed. They have now 4 railroad secretary and an associa-
tion in excellent working order—holding five cottage meetings a
week and doing other work—besides over $2,000 was subscribed
by American friends and sympathizers to this work. This feature
of Young Men’s Christian Association work ought to cheer us be-
yond measure, and cause us to rejoice that we belong to an organ-
1zation that can reach these railway men and bring them to Jesus.
I am glad Burford is here to put in a claim for this noble work,
and that you accorded such a hearty response to his earnest and
enthusiastic address.

I have been enabled to resuscitate two associations and to
cheer and encourage some drooping ones. I have attended four
conferences, two of which were parlour conferences ; and here I
would like to say that you can hardly do a better thing than to
hold a “parlour” in some prominent Christian gentleman’s
house. We have two ot these in Montreal which are attended
by over sixty business men and Young Men's Christian
Association werkers. They were intensely interesting and the
results were most beneficial. I attribute in a large measure to
these conferences the success which has attended our Executive
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Committee's financial work. This year we have received more
money than ever before and with less anxiety or labour. We
have now a balance on hand. We had a most profitable conter-
ence on the Queen’s birthday in Hamilton. We had about sixty
delegates, representing about five or six associations ; Ppractical
subjects were discussed and much interest was evinced. The idea
of utilizing this holiday in this most profitable way emanated
from the Hamilton Association, and I can confidently recommend
from the experience of this one the same idea to the delegates ot
this Convention. In the early part of the year, Mr. Maclean, the
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Maritime Provin.
ces, requested my services down here, and in accordance there-
with I wended my way to these Provinces. | spent about five
weeks and visitedyduring that time about thirteen Associations.
I found the associations, on the whole, in av healthy condi-
tion ; many places I was much cheered by the energy and en-
thusiasm which I saw displayed. I was imipressed too with the
deep religious sentiment which seemed to pervade the whole
country, and went back feeling grateful that I was permitted to
assist such a warm hearted and Christian people as there are in
Moncton, Pictou and Springhill. I think, dear Maritime dele-
gates, you have every reasonto thank God for the success which
has attended your labors, and for the many Associations which
exist in your Provinces ; and I have no doubt at all that it you
get a man who will give his whole and undivided attention to
this work, your ‘Associations will become more numerous and
stronger and more influential. The work of preparing the cir-
culars of this Convention and sending them off devolved princi-
pally upon me, and I have been very busy indeed for some weeks
back in prosecuting this part of my work.

Now, I wish to speak upon a subject which is very dear to
my heart, and which I feel I must speak upon. Wherever golam
confronted witk one gigantic foe, and that is Intemperance. I am
glad to say that many ot our Associations in the West are grow-
ing in power and influence. From what I have seen and heard
I'am convinced of this, and instead of being in the least dis-
couraged by the difficulties which we have to contend with and
which, are evidently becoming stronger and more numerous, I
am encouraged to believe that a great future lies betore us, and
that we have and: will do a great and glorious work by the grace
of God and servinggesus (_Zﬁriat. We are treading the verge of a
wonderful age ; mighty toes heave and toss society ; mighty activ-

ities are at work, both for good and evil ; it is the war of centur-

.ies between truth and falsehood, holiness and sin, good and evil,
God and the devil. This conflict deepens, and we are, by the
grace of God, in the midst of it.




] am very sorry I have not a better record to place before
you. I have tried to be as faithful as I could under the circum-
stances in which I was placed. My health did not permit me to
exercise the energy and activity which my soul longed and yearned
for—the spirit was willing but the flesh was weak—but I hope
and trust that, by the blessing of our great and merciful God, my
labour has not been in vain—that our Associations have been
benefitted by my feeble efforts and souls have been saved—and,
above all, that Jesus Christ, our blessed Saviour and Master, has
been glorified and honoured.

BOY'S WORK.

The Travelling Secretary some weeks since requested me by
letter to prepare a paper on the Boys' Branch of Young Men'’s
Christian Association work. An immediate reply was sent him,
stating my inability, firstly, on account of a want of ex-
perience, and secondly, on account of a lack of time. However,
by return mail I was instructed to prepare some few thoughts
on this now universally acknowledged important feature of our

work.

Any one who notices the boys of the present age will not fail,
the writer thinks, to acknowledge some considerable difficulty in
determining when they cease to be boys and when they become
young men. Some are so much more precocious, or (as the gen-
erality of folks would perhaps say) so much smarter than others,
that no cast-iron rule of age can be made to distinguish between
the two stages ot life. This one fact strikes the writer very
torcibly, as he occasionally meets boys as far as age is concerned,
but men in their bearing and general behaviour. There can be
o question as to the need of this work. One has only to look
into the various stores, factories and warehouses of any moderate
wized town or city, to find a large percentage of the labour em-
ployed ranging from nine to sixteen years of age. What becomes
of this mass of childhcod and youth after their business is over ?
Where do the majority of them spend their evenings ? Are they
as a rule satisfied to stay at home and enjoy the company of
their parents, younger brothers and sisters, etc.? Is it not true
that too often they are found on the streets, with cigarettes,
cigars, etc., as a start going rapidly down the road to evil; get-
ting acquainted with taverns, brothels, etc., etc., before they are
out of their teens. The fact stares us in the face that if we would
win them for Christ, some endeavour must be put forth to pro-
vide purer and better attractions in places where they will be
surrounded with good influences.
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At the Secretaries’ Conference many questions were asked
and answered respecting work among boys, and as some of the
delegates at the Dominion Convention were very likely at New
Haven, they will be able in the discussion that follows this paper
to give the friends present any information required.

There seem to be so many ways in which boys have success-
fully been attracted, all—or, at any rate, most—of which are
described in-the several issues of the Young Men’s Christian
Association WatcHMmaN of this year, that it will be unnecessary
to take up valuable time now in attempting to describe them. In
many of the American Associations, separate reading and amuse-
ment rooms are fitted up for the use of boys, admission tickets
being given to boys willing to observe certain rules concerning
the behaviour, dress, cleanliness, etc. In some instances ladies
and gentlemen have given weekly entertainments of one kind and
another, specially for the boys’ department. In this way, the
confidence of the boys has been won, and eventually much spir-
itual work in the shape of “ Bible classes,” * Boys’ Prayer and
Praise Meetings,” have been successfully carried on. The leader
of a boys’ meeting once said to the writer : “I do not see why we
should waif till they become young men, brother Fatt ; why not
commence with them as boys?” This is, it seems to me, sound
logic, but how best to commence and continue the work is the
great question. In Brooklyn a large boys’ meeting is conducted
every Lord’s Day evening between 7 and 8 pm. It was my
privilege to speak to the members ot this branch in June last,and
the impression made on my mind with their bright intelligent
faces has nof yet been removed. Certainly there is material in
that boys’ department which will yet prove of inestimable benefit
to the Young Men's work. Quite a few of the Associations on
the other side have large boys’ branches, numbering two to three
hundred members. What is practicable there is, or ought to be,
here.

In closing, permit me to offer the following questions for the
consideration of the Convention :—Would it*be deemed wisest to
attempt separate work for the better class of boys, or to mix
those going to school with the less fortunate ones who leave to go
early in life to work in factories, stores, warehouses, etc. Would
it be deemed wise to admit boys or youths to the privileges of
the Young Men’s Association in the event of not having room or
funds to provide separate accommodation ?

All of which is respectfully submitted.

London, Ontario.
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{COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS WORK.

When George Stephenson caused the steam engine to run on
rails, he little foresaw the tremendous revolution his great inven-
tion was about to inaugurate not only in modes of conveyance
and travel, but also in creating totally new conditions of society.

Previous to the advent of the locomotive, rivers largely decided
the sites of Towns and Cities; now large Towns spring up as
by magic at every railway centre.

Before the construction ot railroads, the vast Western section
of America had no chance in competing for the world’s trade
save at the expense of ruinous freights. To-day the produce of
the West finds its way into every market; and soon this mighty
invention of Stephenson, which at first the world received with
mingled contempt and laughter will prove itself to be the greatest
agent of civilization that the world has at its command.

In addition to its many other influences it has called into being
two new classes of society—one the Railway class who are fast
becoming a distinct and peculiar class—both in respect to their
life, their work and their influences, and the other class to
which I refer viz., that of the commercial traveller, also becom-
ing both a distinct and a peculiar body of men. .

And it is this latter class of men that for a few minutes I desire
to draw your attention and invite you to consider with me. The
men, their work, their peculiarities, their wants. And if I succeed
in awakening a deeper interest in the welfare of this large and
influential body of men,and induce the Young Men’s Christian
Associations to undertake to do for them what is within the scope
of their power, I shall feel our time and thought has not been
misspent. First then as regards the men. I thirk I am correct
when I say that thirty years ago there was not one commercial
traveller properly so called either in the Dominion of Canada or
in the neighboring Republic. To-day there are not less than
5000 professional commercial travellers in Canada alone, and
about 220,000 in the United States, which number is also steadily
and rapidly increasing. A few years ago none were known in the
busy haunts of commerce, now go where you will even to the
remotest ends of this vast continent, and there you will find the
ubiquitous commercial traveller. It is said that when the north
pole shall be discovered, you will find a Scotchman on it, and I
venture to say that if you ask him his occupation in life he will
undoubtedly say that he represents some large hardware,
or grocery, or dry goods house, and had gone north to open
new accounts. Taken as a body we find commercial travellers
distinguished for many of those traits of character which when
properly directed lead their possessors on to great success in
the race for riches, and from their ranks have sprung eminent
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statesmen like Richard Cobden, large hearted philanthropists
like George Moore, and a vast number of the leading merchants
of both this continent and the British Empire. Selected as repre-
sentative men by the various houses that send them on the road,
they are the pick of our young eommercial men, the future mer.
chants of the land, and from thevery nature of th eir business they
must be active, energetic, persevering, determined men, with a
deep insight into human character, and with ability to so move
men’s wills as to induce them to listen to their message, and in-
duce them often under most difficult circumstances to purchase
goods which sometimes they do not require. For the most part
they are fairly educated and well read upon the various topics of
the day, which frequently they use in pursuit of their business,
they cannot easily be deceived, and soon understand the true in.
wardness of any man or matter presented to their notice.

Again, the commercial traveller has a large and peculiar in-
fluence—coming from the larger cities—representing important
industries, he naturally becomes a sort of model both in manner,
dress and character to the young clerks of the merchants upon
whom he calls, to them he represents the culture and tone of
city life, They regard him with a sort of envy, looking upon his
work as easy, pleasant and light, and hopes at some future day

to occupy a similar position, and thus for good or evil the in-
fluence ot the commercial traveller upon the rising generation of
young m=n is marked and powerful, and along with this peculiar
influence he is surrounded with feariul and peculiar temptations.
Unlike the majority of men he is away not only from home
and all its hallowed and restraining influence, away from the eye
of his father, away from the solicitude of his mother, away from
the love of his sister, away from the counsel ot his brother, away
from the guidance of his minister—but he is compelled to pass
much of his time in the hotel or tavern, and in close contact with
the evil influence that so frequently surreund such places. In
the large cities it is better, but in the towns and villages where
he spends a large proportion of his time there is generally no
room outside of his bedroom or the bar where the commercial
traveller can spend his leisure time. Under such circumstances it
is no wonder that before the hot scorching breath of such tempta-
tion many a young man’s purity and manhood is shrivelled up—
killed. Considering all things the wonder to me is that so many
really excellent young men have had enough strength of character
to keep themselves free from the terrible allurements that daily
and hourly stand in their path. And here allow me for one moment
to diverge from my text and say that I am and always have been
a determined advocate for the total prohibition of the sale of in-
toxicating liquor, and not one of the least benefits of such a
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Thirdly. Let the committee visit regularly or each meeting night
of their association, the hotels in the town at which commercial
travellers are in the habit of stopping, and give them a cordial
invitation to attend, and where possible induce them to take some
part in the meeting.

Fourthly. On each Sunday morning have a printed slip put
under the bedroom door of each commercial traveller inviting
him to a seat at Church—and arrange with the various Church®
authorities to have a pew in each church set apart tor commercial
travellers and strangers.

Fifthly. In the larger cities whére commercial travellers reside
arrange to have quarterly or half-yearly social religious gatherings,
and at these meetings get both commercial travellers and
merchants (as well as clergymen) to take part, invite the com-
mercial traveller and his family to be present and take great
care that the meeting 1s both pleasant and profitable ; let the
religious life be here presented in its happiest and pleasantest
aspect, and in this way shew the commercial traveller that re-
ligious ways are “ways of pleasantness and all her paths are
peace.”

Sixthly. Keep pasted in all the hotels a list of Church, Sunday
School, and Association meetings, accompanied with a cordial
invitation to be present.

Seventhly. Hold occasional parlour meetings in hotels whenever
practicable for the benefit of commercial travellers and guests of
the house, and let these and all meetings of this kind be short,
lively, earnest and to the point,

Lastly. Find out any sick travellers and visit them, for at such
times they are peculiarly susceptible to kindness and the im-
pressions may be made that will last for ever. Doubtless the
discussion that I hope will follow this paper will bring out many
others and more valuable suggestions, and in addition to ail
that has been said, let us not forget to raise the standard of our
members very high. The world is sick of religious talk, what it
looks for and needs to-day is honest and earnest religious work,
let commercial travellers and the world clearly see that we as
members of a Christian Association are true to our principles at
all times and under all circumstances, earnest in our work whether
called secular or religious, cordial and kindly in our greetings
and devoted to our blessed Master, and that we are sincerely their
friends—earnestly wishful to advance their real happiness and
though we shall meet with difficulties both many and great in
reaching this peculiar class of men—yet I feel confident that

. before determined zeal and prayerful resolution all these difficulties

will vanish as winter's snow before the summer’s sun.
“Where the will exists the way is found,” this proverb is the
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key note to success in every enterprise. It opened the door ot
India to Christian Missionaries, it lead Columbus to discover
this great continent, and if you read the life just published of that
really remarkable man Joseph Campbell you will discover how
his determined and sanctified will lead him to triumph over
enormous obstacles, and has made him a blessing to hundreds and
thousands of God's sightless children. Said a lady to Mrs. Camp-
bell, “Your husband is a man of remarkable talent.” “No” replied
Mrs. Campbell, “ he is not cleverer than many other men, but he
makes use of all his opportunitieg” No class of men stand in great-
er jeopardy than do commercialtravellers, and if we can only win
them to the side of Christ and righteousness, what a mighty
power for good each man could then be made. Shall not then,
dear brethren, a determined, resolute effort be made. Let us show
ourselves worthy of our grand mission. What could be grander
than the mental, moral and spiritual welfare ot young men of
our growing Dominion. And it our country is to be a Christian
country—if it is not to be overrun and cursed with agnosticism,
individualism and atheisim—if vice is to be driven back and
crime kept in check—if that righteousness that exalteth a nation
isto be our proud characteristic as a people—we must think
nothing of difficulties, and still less of self-sacrifice and toil. It is
the condition of our very lite, and he who is not prepared to make
sacrifices and endure labour as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,
may do very well for the parade ground, but we fear, and with
just cause, will be of little accourt in the hour of death, or in the
day of battle. We have already too many faint-hearted and
weak-kneed warriors in our camp. May the great God that
rules the universe and who sees the needs of the coming genera-
tions, raise up a body of valiant men to fight his battle, and may
it be our inestimable privilege to be counted worthy of being
members of that devoted and glorious band.

SOCIAL WORK.

TO WHAT EXTENT, AND HOW CAN IT BE UTILIZED ?

In a philanthropic work such as that of Young Men's Christ-
1an Associations, wisdom teaches its executive, and points out to
its active workers, four distinct elements. known and peculiar to
all, viz., the Spiritual, the Social, the Intellectual, and the physi-
cal divisions. In many the first named is not particularly promi-
nent, but the second, in the order in which we have placed them,
and with which we are particularly dealing, is most strikingly
apparent as exhibited in the social nature of young men, the class
among and for whom we claim to especially labor.
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As in music four distinct and well balanced voices, each
taking its proper part, produce a volume of sweet melody to
which we listen with charmed delight, and few there are whose
natures and susceptibilities would not be able to appreciate such
a production of harmony, so, in the association work, each of the
sections or departments of labor must be so tuned and arranged
that no one part shall sound louder than another or perfect har-
mony is destroyed. In the earlier days of Association routine
the principal and most valuable part or aim was about, if not
the only one that was heard, viz., the spiritual, being like a
bright soprano which was, and always will be a power and de-
light, but apparent as it has been, and is, the special class of our
definite mission did not seem to be largely reached by the voice
of simple evangelistic effort alone, then wisdom in her bright gar-
ments suggested the bringing forward of the minor parts to make
even more attractive, and produce that which would win the at-
tention of the indifferent without in the slightest measure cover-
ing over, or hindering, the leading, or all important object in
view. Taking harmony as the toundation upon and by which we
seek to impress the truth, as we would seek to lovingly and care-
fully twine the vines and beaytiful garlands of all Christian effort,
around the towering and central pillar of all Association work,
Christ Jesus the Lord.

Then in vocal harmony we have first, the principal or lead-
ing part, Soprano; second, Alto; third, Tenor; fourth, Bass : or
in Association harmony, first, Spiritual ; second, Social ; third,
Intellectual ; fourth, Physical departments. Then, dearly beloved
in the Lord, it in the rendering of the Grand Association Anthem,
praise to our God, the spiritua) phrase of it renders an exquisite
solo, the beauty and power of which touches all hearts, happy
and joyous, be filled with thanksgiving ; and if the Alto, or social
feature, alone, be heard for the time, although it may sound to
you in a minor or less beautiful key, remember that it is one ot
the component and beautiful parts which sounds richer and fuller
blended in duet with the soprano or spiritual, but none the less
beautiful for the momentary contrast ; then the trio, that in imag-
ination we are now listening to, the Tenor or Intellectual feature
having joined in praise, the beauty of melody now begins to
dawn upon us. Listen |—the last notes of the trio are just clos-
ing, now the full and rich Bass of the physical department joins
the three previous voices and a full and grand anthem is pro-
duced, the effect of which fills our eyes wit%x tears and our hearts
with unutterable joy.

" In answering the question propounded and which forms the
subject of this paper, viz., “ Social Work, how far can it be util-
ized ?”" we would answer, just as far and as prominent as any other
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feature of our work, remembering that we are an association and
not a church; and while 1n our work we are in some respects
equal, we are one step below the platform upon which God's
Church is laid, but a powerful aid or auxiliary to her and her
faithful ministry. While you may not have taken any special
exception to what you have heard thus tar, methinks I hear some
good brother ask, Is not there reason to fear that the social fea-
ture will occupy too prominent a place in our Association rou-
tine to the comparative dearth or death of religious interest ?

Yes, we answer : it is a matter that requires careful and
prayerful wisdom in detail and arrangement, but in your zeal to
jealously guard other interests, have great care that you do not
take from this attractive and positively necessary and delightful
auxiliary, the power and influence it ought, should, and does
wield. Another questioner anxiously desirous to comprehend
this matter, asks, *“ What do you understand from the question
asked in the topic now under discussion? Does it simply refer
to gatherings such as socials (so called) composed of young men
and occasionally of a more public character when ladies are
invited ?”

Yes, it means that, and vastly more. Association influ-
ences should be such that the very appearance of each apartment
would suggest to the young men and visiting stranger that the
social life 1s there known and tully appreciated,

Have you a Reception or Social room in your Association ?
If not, arrange to have one. If you have such a room, how is it
tfurnished ? Long settees, straight back chairs placed in rows
and arranged as for a funeral service? Or, is your social room
comparatively or well furnished and still the abode of disorder
and dust? If so, rid yourselves of these retrogressive influences,
and wonder no longer why the young men go not go there to
spend their evenings. Make every arrangement for their com-
fort as you would do in your own home : provide the brightest and
best light, home-like attractions, and plenty of fresh air. When the
young men and strangers visit your rooms receive and welcome
them as you would extend the courtesies of home life ; show cold
formality the door and let the social element prevail, and at
times, especially on social and reception occasions, while every-
thing being bright and enjoyable and happiness everywhere
abounding, let the calm loving influence of Him whom we serve
be felt like a summer breeze, making our pleasure more real be-
cause of the presence of the Master.

Another questioner arises to say, “We can easily see and
understand the necessity for the social element in Association
work, but do ‘not so fully comprehend the nature or form that
should be adopted and followed. What would you suggest trom
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your own experience in these matters? Well, there is no set
form which could be laid down as a rule, but from our own expe-
rience we would say, we first consider just what would be best
for that special occasion, if it be a parlor concert, we aim for the
very best talent that we can secure gratuitously, and use every
cffort to have it first class in every particular; if it is a literary or
literary and musical evening, or a large public reception, the
same rule is followed. We tenaciously hold to and arrange for
the best we can procure in this as well as all the other depart-
ments of our work, being firmly of the opinion that the best and
nothing short of it is worthy or good enough for our young men.

The social department can and should be made a powertul
means of reaching young men careless and unfamiliar with Asso-
ciation work, and as a means to this end we would suggest the
following :  Some one in each of the large mercantile and other
firms can be induced to provide a complete list of the oung men
employed. These should be entered in a book kept for the pur-
pose, under the proper headings or names of the different firms,
and are useful for trade, special and general reception purposes or
references. A neatly printed or written invitation should be ad-
dressed to each young man, being careful to secure the proper
initials and spelling of each name. When postage is a consider-
ation, as it is with most Associations, the invitations for each firm
or place ot business can be sent or delivered in one package, with
an explanation and polite request to have them separately deliv-
ered, and from our experience this will be gladly responded to.
If the first, second, or even third invitation is not accepted, do
not teel disappointed ; the work is being done if not seen and has
been proved in our own experience. After such invitations are
sent,and on the evening of the social or reception have arranged
beforehand some. of your best men who shall be on the outlook
for these specially invited ones, and as they enter receive them
cordially and see that they are introduced to the officials and
others in order that they may feel just as much at home as any
of the regular membership.” Take special mental note of each.
and if among them there be any talented ones, remember and
seek to have them assist in the programme on some other occa-
sion. During the intervals, or intermissions, converse with these
new comers in a natural and gentlemanly manner, seek to lead
the conversation on Association topics, and when the opportunity
presents itself give a personal invitation to frequently visit the
Association and young men’s meeting some evening, and if they
become interested, arrange to walk home with them, or a part of
the way at least, and if you seem to be directed by the Holy
Spirit, tell them of Jesus and His abiding love. Be discreet and
wise, and do not by hastiness overstep what you seek to gain
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through this as well as the other accessories of Association
routine.  We have proved the desirability of, and would most
strongly recommend the formation of a ladies’ representative or
auxiliary committee in each Association, selecting representative
married ladies from each evangelical denomination, being careful
to call upon those whose social position and Christian standing
in the community are well known and acknowledged.

This gommittee are most helpful in arranging for the public

special occasions of social interest.

This committee should be large and regularly organized,with

r own officers selected from among and by themselves, they
understanding that they act in co-operation with and never inde-
pendently of the wishes of the Board of Directors. "In brief, they
bear the same relation to the Association as a regularly appointed
sub-committee.

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report ; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things.” A we have therefore opportunity, let
us do good unto all men.” “ And let us not weary in well-doing ;
for in due season we shall reap if we faint not.”

J. A. Gourp.

ASSOCIATION WORK IN COUNTRY PLACES.

This topic has been assigned to me no doubt on account ot
my connection with an Association in a country village near To-
ronto, and I will confine myself principally to our experience in
connection with that work.

The need we all acknowledge, for although young men in the
country have not so man temptations as those in cities and towns,
yet in njost places outside their own homes they have no place
else to go besides the tavern, and much time is often spent in idle-
ness and sin.  This was the case in the village ot Eglinton refer-
red to, and the Secretary and some members of the Toronto Y.
M. C. A. decided to make an effort specially on behalf of young
men. Evangelistic meetings were held in the village hall, address-
ed by members from Toronto and the ministers in the vicinity.
The attendance was large, and resulted in the conversion of quite
a number and a general interest created in the neighborhood.
This was followed up by a weekly meeting for Bible study open
toall, which has bgen greatly owned of God. After a year or two
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it was decided to organize a regular independent association.
Rooms were secured where the weekly meeting had been main-
tained for over four years and a half with an average attend-
ance of 40 or 50. A reading room with library is open every even-
ing during seven months of the year, attended by a reception com-
mittee. During the winter we have monthly lectures, cottage
meetings, etc., and last year we inaugurated a young men’s meet-
ing for mutual improvement, where interesting debates were held,
on some occasions 8o or 9o being present. I may state that this
number could not have been gathered together unless special
means had been taken to that end, and we mention it as being
worthy of trial wherever practicable. We secured the address of
every young man in the neighborhood, and sent an invitation to
each through the post, and over eight tenths of them responded.
We are satibfied that this will be found to work well, especially
in country places, or in connection with railway or other employ-
ees where their addresses can be obtained. It comes home to
them so personally, making them feel that friends are interested
in their welfare.

Cottage meetings are a very important branch of country work,
and we are persuaded it can be accomplished better by Associa-
tions than by any one denomination, for all are brought together
and no objection can be offered as to the church represented. We
have had very blessed.results in this department, and meetings
averaging 35 persons present have been held in the houses of peo-
ple who had given up attending church altogether on account of
distance and other causes, many of whom were living like heath-
ens in this land of Gospel light and blessing.

In this and all our work, especially tract distribution, we
have been greatly helped by our ladies’ @uaxiliary, who are able in
their house to house visitation to keep our work continually be-
fore the people of the district, ascertaining the best places for
meetings and in securing new members, etc.

Regarding financial management, we began by soliciting
members, active and associate, with an annual fee of $1 and in-
itiating members at $5, and found friends ready to help, and have
always had sufficient from this source to cover all expenses and
make all meetings free, the only collection taken up being the one
for the International Committee at New York during the week of
prayer for young men.

I have just touched on the various points in connection with
our work, t:hqv;ng how beneficial it is for those for whom it is
intended ; but'we-must not forget the blessing 1t brings to those
who have the privilegg of undertaking it, and we know no means

by which our large Associations can better develop new workers
than by undertaking in\the “s':}\ngth of the Lord” similar work
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in country places adjoining their own city or town. In this way
they can encourage young Christians to speak for the Master,
and open up new fields for our Young Men's Christian Associa.
tions, which we believe ought not only to be in every city and
town, but in every village throughout our land,

Let us remember that large numbers do not constitute an
association, but two, three or a dozen young men banded together
to pray or labor for their fellows, is a Young Men’s Christian As-
ciation in the highest sense of!the word, and if we are faithful
will be found to the honor and praise of “Him who loved us and
gave Himself for us.”

Toronto, Aug. 6th, 1882.

THE WORK OF THEY. M. C. A. IN OUR COLLEGES.

Christian work should always meet the peculiar needs of those
for whom it is intended. Young men in Colleges have many dan-
gers in common with all other young men, those which arise from
evil asgociations and from depraved appetites and passions. They
have also others in common with all young men who are away fron:
home, and who by their calling are thrown into contact with num

bers of their fellows. - Drunkenness, licentiousness, gambling, pro-

fanity, and idle and spendsthrift habits are not peculiar to college ﬁfe

In fact, ﬁerhaps the é)rotportion of college boysruined by these causes
e

i8 less than might ound among many other classes of youny
men. But the Mission of the Y. M. C. A. is not barely that of a so-
ciety for the reformation of morals. It takes a far higher and wid-
er alm while it accomplishes that t0oo as an important part of its
results. But it is pecu iarly a Christian, not merely a moral Assc-
ciation. Itsaim is the development of all that belongs to Christian
life. To understand its work in College we must ask— what are the
peculiar dangers and difficulties of religious life among students ?
And how can we most effectually meet them ¢
The dangers which we wish to study are those which lie in the
very nature of that life and in those points in which College lifu
differs from common life. The life of a student is peculiarly an in
tellectual one. It lacks provision for the emotional, the g)gysica.l
and the practical sides of our nature. In the earlier days of student
life the result of this is a wonderful rebound of the emotional and
physical nature. Wild, intense excitements, the loudest and most,
rolicking fun, and the most active games are the delight of the
healthy student: his nature cries out for them. But the latter re-
sult is that by degrees the emotional nature and the physical nature
are both subordinated, and a cold intellectualism very often pre-
ponderates. We propuse to ask how we are to meet the religious
wants of the student at both these stages,
It is very evident that at either of these stages the power of
igion is a very important factor in meeting the wants of
the young spirii.  The religious nature is the deepest of all emo-




35

tions and the best of all affections, the finest of all joys and the
noblest of all ambitions. Tt 18 therefore peculiarly fitted to play an
important part in satisfying the cravings of the too cramped and
one-sided life of the student. But too often Jjust at the critieal
period of early student life, reli ion is arrayed not in co-operation
with, but in opﬁosition to the other means of relief for its pent-up
nature for which the young heart craves. Religion instead of ming-
ling its influence with youthful sports and recreations in relaxing
the too severe strain of intellectual discipline, unites with the intel-
lect in putting a strait Jacket on all amusement, The result is that
religion becomes distasteful, not for the sake of what it is, but of

resent religion to the oung student 8o that it shall relieve
an increase the terrible repression which his intellectual
discipline is putting on his entire nature, This, we think, can be
largely effected by choosing the kind of religious exercises which
are most social and emotional. Prayer, praise and promise meet.
tings, warm, earnest, deep-souled exercises and addresses, if ad-
dresses are emJ:loyed, something to call out enthusiasm, faith, feel.
ing of all kinds, this is what the overworked brain of the young
student especially needs, and what of all other things will prove
most grateful to him. I do not sa that the instructive forms of
religious exercise should entirefv neglected; the Bible classes,
lectures, and sermons should be lai asitfe—-tha,t would be the other
extreme—but that these sHould not be predominant, that religion
should not be with the st ent a few extra lessons to be learned, or

hese things, nor should

i8 pent up nature is even
now throbbing an panting for relief. And th

this very relief religion
can give, if you bring it to him in warm-hearted prayers which
make him feel as if he were once more bowed at the worship of the
family altar at home; or in a Jjoyous song which calls back the holy
spell of the Sabbath evening circle round the loved hearth. Thig it
can de if it sometimes lifts the veil by which the hearts of bo sare
80 completely masked, and reveals to a pious companion the ho
and struggles, the resolutions and failures, and disappointments of
the deeper, better nature which is hidden within. Do this effectual-
ly once or twice a week, and it will prove a sweet, restful, helpful
influence, not an extra burden, “the lagt straw that breaks the
camel’'s back” As Arnold is pictured to us in “Tom Brown at
Ru‘fby,” he knew well how to do this. This it was that conquered
an

rfect harmony with all other methods by which hature seeks re-
ﬁ:f from the too rigid bonds of intellectual discipline. The gay
laugh, the sportive romps, the hearty game with its intense excite-
ment do not necessaril collide with this, They are only purified,
and made still more helypful and healthful. The restraining influence

of this religion is from within, not from without, It is a vital, not
a mechanical force. And vital force differs from mechanical in this
that it knows how to separate and assimilate all that ig good and

'
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reject only the bad. If I have a basin of dirty water, I can get rid
ot it only by throwing it away. But if I pour it about the roots of
a livinf; tree, every particle of impurity will be left to remain in

the soil, and the roots will drink up only that w hich to them is pure
and healthful. So religion as a lifg stirring the young heart will
purify, not cast away all the exhilarating and health-giving forms
of boyish sport and exitement. s

0 present religion in this way to college boys, the workers
must be men of strong spiritual nature, men of deep feeling, of
great faith, of fine enthusiasm, great, hearts, 1f you can find an
old man with a young heart, so much the better; if not, young
men themselves must take the lead. But whoever leads must have
ll{o within; mere dead form will not do. And herein lies one of the
chief advantages of the Y. M. C. A. in promoting Christian work in
collegés. It hasnot yet grown rigidly formal in its modes of work.
[t can adapt itself, and in the hands of college boys themselves,
it will naturally shape itself to meet their own needs. But after
thirty years of college life, in which we have continually mingled
with college meetings conducted by the boys themselves, we have
found the meeting most full of the emqtional to be the most suc-
cessful and popular,

We have thus far been thinking of students in the earlier part
of their course, such as the Freshman, Sophomore, or academy
boy on this continent, or the Eton or Rugby boy of Kngland. But.
as a student reaches higher stages of advancement, a change
comes over his nature. The great questions and doubts of philoso-
phy begin to arise. The scientific discipline which demands a why
and a wherefore for every assertion, begins to enforce its claims in
regard to religious truth, and then the student arrives at the most
critical point of his spiritual life, and those who help him must be
wise indpeed. And first of all we would say that the kind of work
on which we bave already enlarged is of essensial service here.
To those whose piety is fervent—who have a strong well-assured
living faith, not a mere credence, but the faith which brings thé
soul into the presence-chamber of Deity—this crisis of doubt
comes with far less danger. Whether they can solve the problem
by reason or not, they feel that there is a God, and that His voice
sg;enks within their hearts. And this strong assurance of faith is a
sheet anchor holding secure against the first blasts of scepticism.
If, on the other hand, the inward spirit-given faith has been neg-
lected, and the religious emotions and affections have been allowed B
to decline, no general theory of religion can give full security to
the young mind against the first strong assauﬁa of doubt. Doubt
comes With the first imperfect attemgts of the mind to form a phi-
losophy. Intellectual assurance is the work of the most profound
and perfect philosophy.

‘A little learning is a dangerous thing :
Drink deep or touch not the Pierian spring.”

But while our philosophy is seeking these deep foundations for
faith (and this 18 often 8 work of long years), on what is faith
meantime to rest! O traditional belieft Nay: for the first as-
saults of doubt have overthrown that. It is the most sacred princi-




37

ple of the scientific student’s creed that he should accept nothing
on mere hearsay or upon the faith of others, if it is possible to
know it for himself. The best that a merely traditional faith
could do for him would be to hold the matter in suspense until he
had made the necessary investigation. Meantime what becomes of
his religious life t It cannot live on uncertainty. Love, joy,
peace cannot grow out of a euspended faith. Religion cannot
await in suspense the slow, difficult investigations of our philoso-
phy. But if meantime the soul has access to God (a divine reveal-
ing of the Father within), upon this foundation faith can rest and
wait if need be even till we pass within the veil and see and know
all things in the light which shines beyond. Thus even for the
more advanced years of student life it is of the highest importance
that the full tide of spiritual life and emotion can be continuously
maintained. ‘
But this is not all the help that the advanced student needs.
With intellectual difficulties there now comes necessity for intel-
lectual help. While for the reasons already stated we would not
anticipate doubts, and begin to build the religion of the young
student upon philosophy, but would trust far more to the contact of
the youug hearts and life with the heart and life of living Christians,
vet as the student advances, and his intellectual life demands a
reason for his faith. that reason should be forthcoming. But here.
again he must work for himself, look within and not without, We
should not deprive any young man of the joy of seeking and find-
ing for himself the solid grounds of his faith. Help him to examine
and understand for himself rather than build up for him a structure
which may not meet his wants. Judicious suggestions may save
years of precious time and of trying perplexity by no means favour-
able to spiritual life ; and in every cbllege there should be some
one able and willing to render this help, and prepare for it by a full
training in the school of personal experience,

But the form of religious exercise most of all important for a
student is still to be noticed, ¢.e., practical Christian work. Thisside
of a student’s nature is most of all neglected. The field of thought
open to him on every side. The life of emotion, affection, and as-
piration is not without some exercise. But for the line of practical
work open to the world at large, the student has neither time nor
ogportunity. And yet the perfection and full strength of Christian
character can only be attained by the practice of all godliness,
Sympathies and sentiments lose the worth and d&nity of true
virtue if they expend themselves in mere tears and good wishes. The
feeling which the novel reader cultivates ig sentimentalism, not true
virtue, and there may be plenty of that and a heart as void of true
practical é;oodness as the desert wilds. On the other hand the man
who has done even the least thing to help a good cause has bound
himself to it by an external interest ; a part of his life is forever
invested in it. Norule is safer and more universal in regard to the
younﬁ convert than this—if you would establish and strengthen him
give him something to do. The student beginning a Christian life
especially wants something to do; K{ u must find him a field of
activity. No part of our College Y. M. C. A. work is more impor-
tant than that belonging to the Committee on Christian Work.




do the work, but to find it,
Y one else in the way of doing it. Mission Schools are
a common form of work, and an excellent field they afford, especi-
ally in the larger cities where many of our Universitieg aresituated.

e have known in a small country town a student who organized
classes of six or seven children each meeting in tho kitchen of their
humble homes, and thus without books, apparatuy or outlay of any
kind, he continued to provide for weekly instruction of sixty or
seventy of the poorest children in town, enlisting in the work some
nine or ten of hig fellow students, Wesley and the Holy Club at
Oxford found a field for work among the prisoners in the Jails. A
field which is not, cultivated ag much as it should be j i

but work and pray for one soul, what g re
end of a gingle year. Robert Young ha, i that a single
decade of such work would convert, the world i i
not a college in the land which would
ized in the firgt quadrennium, were such an effort seriously made.
But the benefits of such a work are not confined
converted. Habits of earnest Eersonal work for t
formed are not readily lost. T i
i8 quite as great as upon him who jg converted. He hag made him-
self a grander man to all eternity,

hese scattered suggestions are b

to-day in college, whence they will soon come for
power. All that we can do for them will be mulg;
fold, as in future days the seeds now planted i
ri%m into a harvest of world-wide influence,

« P, i

. C., Cobourg, Aug., 1882 N. BURWASH.

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
PROVINCE OF ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

ToronTo, Aug. 1st, 1882,
Your Committee have much pleasure in submitting the report
of work in the provinces of Ontario and Quebec during the past
nine months, and in doing so to recognize the “ good  hand of the
Lord” which has been so manifestly with us in all our en.
deavours,

From the report ot the Travelling Sec’y. it will be seen that
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he has been at work during most of the time in the Province of
Ontario, excepting two months in the Maritime Provinces and
Quebec; and we are glad to be able to state that much blessing
has attended his labors,

There have been some discouragements, but on the other

Your Committee are convinced that much of this could be
if we i i

couraged and about disbanding, when representatives from
Hamilton and London visited them, and conferred with some of
the leading peopie in the town urging them to unite lin keeping
the Association together, and the result was that the work was
not allowed to be given up, and the Association still lives,

One new Association has been formed in the Village of York-
ville, where it was much needed, and a ﬂourishing railroad branch

active operation, managed by an experienced General Secretary.
The Canada Southern Railway and some of its officials have

aided the work greatly, and helped to put it on a good financial

basis. This work among Railway men has been much blessed ;

those already formed in Toronto, St. Thomas and Montreal, viz :
Stratford, Brantford, Sarnia, Hamilton, London, Port Edward,
Port Hope, Cobourg, Kingston, Belleville and Brockville, and some
meetings for that purpose have been held.
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The University and C
and very encouraging reports have been received as to the
iri tings held.

ollege work has, been well maintained,

Your committee have much pleasure in r.
made for funds to carry on the work has be

work to advantage.

The Financial statement will show that up to the present
date $946.00 has been received for this year from forty subscribers,
six Associations and the Executive Committee of the Maritime
Province, and we trust that others will give their aid, and in thijs
way assist the Committee in extending their operations and doing
more work.

The Central Committee has met at Toronto every month with
oneor two exceptions, and Tfeports of meetings sent to all the
other members of the Committee.

As in former years we are much indebted to the International
Committee at New York, for their help whenever called tor, and
the visit of Messrs. Sturgis, Ingersoll, McBurney and other re-
presentives at our Railway and other conferences.

The return of Associations in Ontario and Quebec are as
follows :

Ontario—21 Associations ; 4 College do.;

2 Railway do.
Quebec—4 Associations— Total 31

The following have reported as follows :

Ontario.
Total Membership. Active, Working on Com. Cur, Exp.
19 Associations report 3177, 1383. 460. $1,299,00.
4 College Associations 287. 235. 109. 72
1 Railway Association 9. 521
(3 not reporting).
Quebec.
4 Associations 1488. 703. 213. 7195

Your Committee while rejoicing in all the work that has been
accomplished by the Young Men's Christian A
country, cannot but draw attenti

Bttt ot by A p
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country that are going astray, and in pra
Him who «

His word to
you that ye shoulq 80 and bring forth fruit, and t
should Temain, that whatsoe
name he may give it you.”

ying for their retyrn to
came to seek and save that which wag lost,” to believe

All of which ig respectfully submitted.

Jno. J. GARTSHeRE, W. H. HowLanb,

Secy. and Treas. Chairmasn.

RAILROAD WORK.

ITS NEED.

It will not be necessary for me to enter deeply into thig question,
for when the question of the Nggp of the Young Men'’s Christian As-
sociation is forever settled in the minds of all present, no one will
question the need of g Railway Branch of thig work, wheu once a
few facts are g{ut velg glainly before you. We gl deeply regret
the absence of Mr, E. D, ngersoll, the Railway International Secre-
tary of the Young Men’s Associations of the United States and
British Provinces, I deeply regret it mgself, for when I was urged
to attend this Convention, { refused to do so on any other condition
than that he would also be here to present this most important
Branch to this Convention; and when he consented to present it
under its International aspect, I agreed to present it for the Domin-

twenty-four hours, night day, just as it happens. They sleep
two, three, or four:' hg:gs n& time, Jnighf- or day, just as it happens.
They eat three times out of four, or nine times
there is a smell of liquor, They are obliged to wox:‘k on Sundays. I
have no time to touch that question, but I think it ig time for
i istian people to ask the question very seriously where the re-
sponsibility for the Sunday work lies, Some g?ople are w: up
to the fact that all the responsibility does not lie on these men,”
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And as an illugtration of the phrase, “ They can have no homes,’
or if they have they cannot enjoy home privileges. I have held a
cottage meeting weeklg in a railway house for 3 months, and in
this house are 6 train ands, und for 7 consecutive weeks not one
of the six could make it possible to attend once, and only two
have been able to attend at all, and that is no exceptional case.
There are as many other illustrations ag striking which could be
given if necessary. I have received information that there were
two cngineers, cne fireman and brakesman appointed as delegates to
this Convention, only one of whcm could make it possible to be
present. The trials, temptations and deprivations of railway men
are ag numerous as were the grass-hoppers in Eg pt. But their
privileges, social, mental, moral and spiritual, are, gzke the Queen's
medals, reeeived few and JSar between. = And under thege circumstan-
¢es, if they cannot come to the Gospel and all the man blessings
which follow in its train, we are net free from their blood unless
we who are “ born again” take the Gospel of our salvation to them.

ITS CHARACTER.

1st. Who has charge of it}

A committee a{))lpomted by the general “up town” association
as largely as poesible railway men, for the feature of our work
which the representative of the International committee referred to
at the welccme meeting, namely, that young men can only (or best)
be reached by oung men must be most carefully observed in the
Railway Branch, for it must be a work by and for railway men.

(2.) What was this committee’s duties?

1. Sunday Gospel meetings in the most convenient, place for all
concerned.

2. Cottage meetings in their homes night or day as the case
may be.

3. Noon meetings in the shops.

4. Visitation of the sick and injured.

5. Vigitation of the homes,

6. Visitation of the trains, shops, sheds, boxes, roundhouses,
cabooses, etc.

7. Distribution of literature.

8. The publication of something to be locally the property of
the men.

ITS REQUIREMENTS.

All this requires eonstant and competent supervision, and so
makes necessary the leadership of an experienced Secretary. He
needs tact, enthusiasm and special training. He should not only
know just what ought to be done and how to do it, but how to get
other men to do it; multiplying his own ability many times by the
voluntary effort he enlists. o .

A reading room is needed where men can spend leisure time
pleasantly and profitably.

A conversation and amusement room is important, where men
who are too tired, er'who do not care to read, can talk or play
innocent games without being tempted to drink.

charac
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A library is needed in a room that can be used for evening
classes.

Bath rooms are very desirable.

The rooms need not be expensively fitted or furnished, and it is
better that the men contribute something toward eurrent expenses,
as they feel more interest in what has cost them something.

These rooms should be arranged as to be easily thrown together
for meetings of a social, entertaining, literary, or religious
character.

ITS HISTORY.

This work came to the International Committee unsought, and
was laid on the Association of Cleveland in 1872 b the pastors of
that city. Their attention had been called to it an they had been
urged to take hold of it. Theg had done the best they could,
preaching in the depots on Sun ays, but they realized very soon
that it was a work they could not accomplish, and they said:—
‘* There is & work to be d%ne, but it is a work that we ministers of
churches can’t do, but which the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion with their means and methods, are peculiarly adapted for, and
they must sake hold of it.” The railwa,y efficials in Cleveland fitted
up a very handsome room in the depot; but you are a very great
way ahead of them in that respect. This was done in Montreal in
1854, and in 8t. Louis in 1855 and 1856, and at other points in the
Dominion here in 1855 and 1856. The same experiment has been
tested ever since, and while there has been some measure of success,
on the whole the thing has failed in accomplishing the object shat
the officials had in view. The reading room and the library is attrac-
tive to men of reading habits; but the fellows that we need to
reach most are those t0 whom the saloon is very much more attrac-
tive than the reading-room. And so there was a failure in the ex-
periment, and a great many officials of our country may say now
with ng hesitation that the money invested in that business has
not paid. "

go we did another thing. We selected the best man that could
be found te give his whole time to this work. He was made the
Secretary of the Association and put in charge of the fine room that
had been fitted up. Well, he had a lonesome time of it. The boys
would not go and see the room. They had an idea that he was a
sort of Chaplain, and they only went to see him when they were
{oing to die, and they did not want to give him any work of that

ind as long as they could help it. Another one expressed the ides,
the 3ecretary’s duty was to put the Bible under their noses when-
ever they went there. But the man went through the offices and
shops and wherever he could find young men, and told them all
about this room, how abundantly it was supplied with readins

make themselves at home. But what drew the men there was not
the reading and wx'if;in%l materials, but it was this Secretary, who-
had gone out amongst them and made them feel that he was their
friend and had come te save them. And they returned the call,
and when they came to see the Secretary they got a right cordial
weleome. He'knew how to make the room attractive.
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Then they had an idea of a service. They could not go to church ;
nine tenths of them Were away from home; many of them could
not get a change of clothing fit to go to church in; but the ladies
in thig room belonged to the families of railway men—men who
had to go out with the engine in ten minutes would go in, watch in
hand, and stand during the service.

Very soon these men became converted and knocked at the doors
of the churches, and the testimony of the pastors is that they mever
had better workers. Many of these men are converted like Saul
of Tarsus, with the idea that they have got something to do.

THE SUCCESS.

‘ The number of Railroad Secretaries now is forty-six, with money
waiting for six more and support partially secured for ten or twelve
more,” contributions of more than $50,000 are already secured from
railway companies alone towards the support of local work for the
current year.

Mr. Burford spoke at length on the splendid success of the work
in the United States and in Canada, and intimated that an effort
would be made to do for the railrthd men of the Maritime Provinces
what has been done for their conferes in Quebec, Ontario and
across the line.




