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TORONTO

MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE.

The Annual Meeting of Members was held on Monday
Evening, the 4th May, in the Society’s Hall, the Presi-
dent, E. F. Whittemore, Esq., in the Chair.

Notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the weather,
the attendance of members was much larger than at any
former .Annual Meeting.

The Report of the Society’s operations during the
past year was read by the Secratary; whereupon it was

Moved by Mr. R. French, seconded by Mr. J. W.
Drummond, and

Resolved, That the Report now read be adopted, and
printed for circulation among the members.

Mr. J. Bainand Mr. D. Lastwood were then appointed
Scrutineers, and the ballot being taken resulted in the
election of the following gentlemen as office-bearers for
the ensuing year :—

President..........oo000e0. P— J. E. PELL.

First Viee-President.............. MATTHEW SWEETNAM.
Second Vice-President............ JosEPH ROWELL.
oy JOHN PATERSsoON.

Ree. Sec. (and Acting Librarian) RoBERT EDWARDS.
Corresponding Secretary......... Joux ELLIOT.

Librarian (Honorary)............ . GEo. HARCOURT.
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COMMITTEE:

lice Lewis,
John McBean,
J. H. Mason,
I?vnj. Walton.
G. E. Thomas,

W. 1I. Pim.

William Edwards,
John Harrington,
E. F. Whittemore,
Hiram Piper,

Patrick Freeland,

Samuel Rogers,

Moved by Mr. John Laidlaw, seconded by Mr. Peter
Freeland, and

Resolved—That the thanks of this meeting be pre-
sented to the President and other officers for the past
year, for their attention to the business of the Institute,
and the able manner in which they have promoted its
interests.

Moved by Mr. John Elliot, seronded by Mr. Rice
Lewis, and

Resolved—That the thanks of this Institute are espe-
cially due and are hereby tendered to John Harrington,
Esq., for his faithful and cfficient services as Treasurer,
for the long period of eleven years.

Moved by Mr. M. Sweetnam, seconded by Mr. John
McBean, and

Resolved—That the thanks of this Meeting be given
to Messrs. R. McPhail and S. Heakes, for their services
as Auditors of the accounts of this Institute for the past
year.

A vote of thanks to the Scrutineers was then passed,
and the meeting adjourned.
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REPORT.

In resigning to the members of the Institute the trust
reposed in them at the last annual meeting, your Com-
mittee beg to submit the following Report of their pro-
ceedings during the past year :

Amongst the numerous modern agencies, calculated to
dgirect and develope the moral and intellectual energies
of the industrial classes of society, Mechanics’ Institutes
hold a proud and prominent position. Indeed, it is diffi-
cult to form a proper estimate of their genial influences,
and it is perhaps the misfortuie of these useful institu-
tions that their beneficial results are not placed more
prominently before the public eye. Individuals must be
improved by their connection with these institutions, for
no one can read such books as their libraries contain, or
listen to the public lectures, or peruse the choice periodi-
cal works of the day, or avail themselves of the many
other advantages they cffer, without increasing their
store of knowledge.

As the cause of education advances and gains new
friends every day, it is impossible that such institutions
will not make progress withit. While our city is rapidly
increasing in population and material prosperity, and
new societies of an educational, literary, and scientific
character are springing into existence, it is most gratify-
ing to your Committee to be able to report that the past
year has been one of unprecedented success to the Insti-
tute.

As respects the growth of the Institute, a most favora-
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ble result is shewn, by comparing the year 1846—the
year after the building now occupied was erected—with

the present year; a period of eleven years.

Population. No. of Members. Books in

Library.
1848..00ss000 v0v0ss 00.600 ivesrsssvsasensee 130 siiscnisioananoss 800
18587 ceecccsse sasoes 50,000 .oececrnceecinnn IBS siiisvsiisivenes: (O, OOU

It wi.l be seen by this statement, tha® while the popu-
lation of the City has more than doubled, the number of
members in the Institute has increased more than six
times, and the books in the Library over four times.

THE MEMBERSHIP.

The number of members at the date of the last

Annual Report Was......coeeiiiiiiiinien. 648
Reduced during the year by deaths.........cc..oeeve. o
Removals from the city......coooiiiiiiiiiiiinanineen 80
Withdrawals from other causes.........cccovvvieueenen 5

— 140
" - .
Number remaining ....ocecveeruiiriiniee. 508
. D249
New MeMDETS. .. ccvseerresrussresrtimmmiiiensiieesanons 243
Total 2t PreSEDt.cceeciiirserrarrrreeiiiiiiiiinenssene 751
Increase during the year......ocovveiiiiiiirannaenes 103
The members may be classified as follows:
Honorary members......coooviiinineeness 22
Life " O ————— 93
Ordinary B0, sisscavssisnenerasvesesses 499
Junior B0,  cesccossessesansassasensene 137
Total.ccocorcrasracsassrssicnsnnce 751

Taking the number of members as a fair criterion of
the position of the Society, the foregoing returns exhibit
undoubted evidences of advanccment.
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THE LIBRARY.

Reing convinced of the paramount importance of the
Library as the medium of conferring the la gest amount
of benefit, and accomplishing the great objects of the
Institute, your Committee have given special attention
to its requirements.

During the past year, 541 volumes, many of them
valuable standard works, have been added to the Library,
which now contains 3,650 volumes. The number of
members who ava’l themselves of this department is 625,
being an increase of 125 during the year,~—and the
number of volumes issued amounted to 15,736, veing
4,450 more than were issued during the previous year.
The remarkable advance in the number of books read,
i3 no doubt in part attributable to the extensive addi-
tions made during the last two years; the Library having
been nearly doubled in extent during that period.

This early recognition by the members of the more
extended advantages afforded, supplies a gratifying
inducement for the future application of the same judi-
cious system of extension, as far as is consistent with
the financial position of the Society.

Your Committee desire to tender their acknowledg-
ments to the donors, for the following gratuitous addi-
tions to the Library:—To Rev. Dr. Ryerson, Chief
Superintendent of Education, for ¢Report of Schools in
Canada,” for 1855; to Provincial Board of Agriculture,
for the 14t volume of its transactions; to the Legislative
Assembly, for ¢ Canada at the Universal Exhibition of
1855;” to G. P. Ure, Esq., for ¢ Prize Essay of Anti-
Liquor Alliance ;”’ to Thomas Hodgins, Esq., for the
“Canada Educational Direstory;” to Mr. J. Rordans,
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for the ¢ Law Directory;” to Mr. E. Wiman, for bound
copy of ¢ Canadian Agriculturist,” for 1856 ; to Mr. V.
Parkes, for ¢ Tredgold on Stationary Engines,” 1 vol.

THE READING ROOM.

In this department also, your Committee have pleasure
in announcing a largely incr ased patronage.  The
number of members who availed themselves of its advan-
tages increased to such an extent, that inconvenience
sometimes arose from the crowded state of the room. To
remedy this as much as the contracted building now
occupied would admit, the room has been enlarged, and
the hours during which members can have access to it
have been extended. The room is now open daily from
10 a.m. to 10 p. m., and is supplied with about sixty
periodicals and newspapers, including the standard Bri-
tish Reviews; the principal Scientific, Commercial, and
other Magazines and Journals ; some of the leading
newspapers of Great Britain and the United States; and
o fair selection from the newspaper literature of Canada.

The Institute is indebted for the following gratuitous
contributions to the Reading Room,—to Mr. J. E. Pell,
for the New York Albion, Hamilton Spectator, Toronto
Christian Guardian, and Echo, and the Evangelical
Witness, London, C. W.; to Mr. John Iarrington for
the Streetsville Review ; to Mr. M. Sweetnam, for the
Albany Prohibitionist ; to Mr. J. Wickson, for the
Herald of Peace, and Anti-Slavery Reporter; to Mr.
H. W. Jackson, for the Alliance Weekly News (Tem-
perance), and to their respective proprietors, for the
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U. C. Jurist, U. C. Journal of Education, Canadian
Journal, Canadian Agriculturist, Toronto Daily Leader,
Toronto Times, Canadian Independont, Montreal Tran-
seript, Kingston Herald, Barrie Advance, Brantford
Courier, Bradford Chronicle, Port Hope Guide, Wind-
sor Herald, Owen Sound Times, Thorold Gazette,
Stratford Beacon, Stratford Ezxaminer, Brampton
Weekly Times, Collingwood Enterprise, Guelph Herald,
and Markham Eeonomist.

THE LECTURES.

In pursuance of the opinion recorded in the last
Report, and adopted by the members at the annual
meeting, viz.: that the time had arrived when a change
in the system of giving isolated lectures was desirable,—
the serious attention of your Committee was early
directed to this subject, with a view to the organization
of connected courses of lectures on subjects of interest
and practical importance. It affords your Committee no
small degree of pleasure to be able to state, that the
inauguration of the new system has been attended with
complete success.

Being favoured as the seat of several great educational
establishments, Toronto is fortunate in possessing within
itself men whose lives have been devoted to philosophical
studies and scientific research; and among these your
Committee were happy in securing the services of four
gentlemen of acknowledged eloquence, learning, and
ability, to deliver the lectures of the past season, which
were as follows :—

Four Lectures on ¢ The Primitive Sources of Histori-
B

. R R v
' g d oaaloy i '.,‘?._u.ﬁ Lt o
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4, cal Truth,” by Dr. Daniel Wilson, University College. 1 Bei
| Four on Chemistry, by Professor Croft, University &8 sent b
i College. attenti
Two on Chemistry, and two on “The Mineral Wealth fined |
of Canada,” by Professor Hind, Trinity College: Nugen
' And four on ¢ Natural Philosophy,” by the Reverend - ted tf)
L William Ormiston, Provincial Normal School. ‘ l“““tllc
| 1ave b
(| Confident that such a course would attract larger Mr. N
‘I . . . B . 4
! ors the ir pres uilding could accommodate, .
\ numbers than their present building C).]I‘IC(( nm late satisfa
: the St. Lawrence Hall—the most spacious room in the .
3 city at present—was engaged for the lectures, and was | “fe
| generally well filled with attentive audiences. po"‘d"t'
{ . ; y ; sufficie
f Notwithstanding the doubts entertained by many sin- ,
‘ ’ promis

cere friends of the Institute, the lectures, in a financial
. " ; . amoun
point of view, may be considered satisfactory. In past 1\ 4
. e . . . O8.
years the printing, lighting, heating and other expenses, &=

d . ) . . being .

formed a considerable item in the general expenditure ; g

and in view of the increased outlay attending their It is
that tl

delivery in the St. Lawrence Hall, and the remuneration % I :
to the lecturers, your Committee appropriated the sum g

of forty pounds, from the general funds, to aid in carry- of the
; Com eleven
ing out the new arrangement. They are, however, glad 3 he 1
i . 1¢ has
to be able to state, that the lectures were In every
. .« o . ' warme
i respect self-sustaining, and that instead of the appro- =
\ priation being required, a small balance remained in | You
/ favour of the Institute, after payment of all expenses. death,
With the experience now acquired, your Committee have late J
no doubt that in future greater advantages in this respect SE
. . a
may be anticipated. nd du
Chair.
Tha

the Ins
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Being without the requisite accommodation in the pre-
sent building for the efficient organization of classes, the
attention of your Committee in this department was con-
fined to the adoption oi an arrangement with Mr. E.
Nugent, by which members of the Institute were admit-
ted to his classes in mechanical drawing, practical math-
ematics, &c., at half his usual charge. Your Committee
have been informed that the progress of the pupils under
Mr. Nugent's superintendence has been marked and
satisfactory.

The accompanying statement of the receipts and ex-
penditure of the Institute for the past year contains

sufficient evidence that its finances are in a sound and
promising condition. The receipts from all sources
amounted to £843 15s. 2d., and the expenditure to £814
18s. 43d., the balance in the hands of the Treasurer
being £28 16s. 94d.

It is with sincere regret that your Committee announce
that the Treasurer of the Institute, John Harrington,
Esq., has signified his intention not to resume the duties
of the office which he has so ably filled for the last
eleven years. The disinterested and valuable services
he has rendered the Institute during that time, merit the
warmest acknowledgments of his fellow members.

Your Committee regret to have to record the loss, by
death, of one of the earliest friends of the Institute, the
late John Ewart, Esq., who, in the early period of its
existence, took an active part in advancing its interests,
and during more than one term occupied the Presidential
Chair.

That the prosperity which has marked the progress of
the Institute during the past few years, will be sustained

i
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and accelerated, your Committee have every reason to
hope and believe. Taking into account the compara-
tively small proportion which the number of members
bears to those of the population who might beneficially
avail themselves of the advantages the Institute supplies,
it is evident there is still great room for further advance-
ment; and your Committee fondly indulge the expecta-
tion that when the time arrives that the members shall
be called to occupy their commodious new Hall, the
increased advantages and facilities, added to the greatly
extended membership, will mark a new era in the history
of this Institution, alike creditable to the Institute and
the city.
E. F. WHITTEMORE,
President.
ROBERT EDWARDS,
Secretary.
Toronto, 4th May, 1857.
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDING

MAY d4rn, 1857—CLASSIFIED.

RECEIPTS:

Balance from last year's account........ovvvevivrnvaninn venens
Members’ SubsCriptions .cvivs vivvieiiie cevrinenreeeis cerennss
Rents for Rooms in Old Hall....oooovvenvinnsivions venennnns
Parliamentary Grant for 1856 .. c..viiivieniiiienes vvvenrnns
Lecture feesS..ccceeereeeiierernreererescessennes oo £106 15 7}
Less EXPeNSLR..ceistrrrtinrsstesessnrsnses savones 106 9 7
tent from Government for New Hall—12 months’.. ....
Insurance do. do. for £6,000......
Donations to Library Fund.......ccecvvvviiiiininiiiivrnnnnenn.
Library Catalogues sold....cceiiiiiiieiiins venee veneevnnennnns
Papers from Reading Room....cccuvviiinnervinnvnnis cevnnnenn,
Totaliss cecessessssrssssresssace ssasasssssssens

New Books for Library.....c.ccceccceeceeeerereecssessesensses
Periodicals and Newspapers for Reading Room
Supplement to Library Catalogue—400 copies
Annual Report, (for 1856), 750 copies
Gonoral Printing: coceiivsisssssisssinivnsinsses sesonanessossss
Binding and Repairing Books for Library
Stationery and Blank Books.......coce vvvrnviiennensvnnnnns
POBLAGO ceveceers sorssrssssecsssseesessonosnnnesasssesssssssesessens
Rent to City Council, 12 months to 2nd May ’57
Interest on Building Loan, 6 months
Insurance on New Hall, for £7.000
Insurance on Books, &e., for £500...cccccvvvivvnnernnn...
Secretary and Librarian’s salary for year ending May
11th, 1857

........................

....................................................

.........................................................
.........................................................
...................................................

b

Alterations and Repairs in Hall.....cooo vuveeresverereenson,
Subscription to Society of Arts, London
Miscellaneous Expenses
Balance in hand

...................................................

ROBLcssuivinisarsassnsssssanninnss annessiessersss
Examined and found correct.

ROBERT McPHAIL,
SAMUEL HEAKES,

£19 9 8}
204 5 0
63 12 7
50 0 0
0 6 UQ
376 . 0 0
60 0 0
5 0 0
2 8 9
213 1

£843 15 2

43 15 2
711 3
710
518 9
3 5 6
6 0 4
1 9 8

60 0 0

138 0 0

70 0 0
4 7 6

150 0 0

25 0 0

25 0 0

6) 8 6

25 5 7%

21 17 ]0;
19 18 7
213 9
018 0

28 16 0%

£843 156 2

Auditors.
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LIST OF MEMBERS, TO MAY 4rn, 1857.

HONORARY MEMBERS.

Buckland, George
Burns, Rev. Robert, D.D.

Boulton, W. H.

Cooney, Rev. Robt., D.D.
Croft, H. H., D.C.L.

Dwyer, Alexander, A.M.
Ellis, Joseph
Gzowski, C. S.

Henning, Thomas
Hind, H. Y.

Lang, Dr.

LIFE

Allan, G. W.

Armour, A. H.
Baldwin, Hon. Robt.
Blake, Hon. Chancellor
Brett, R. H.

Brown, George, M.P.P.
Brown, Champion
Brunskill, Thomas
Buchan, David

Cameron, Hon. J. H.
Cameron, John

Capreol, F. C.

Cawthra, William

Cheney, G. H.

Connor, Skeffington, LL.D.
Cumberland, F. W,

Dickson, John
Duggan, John

Leach, Rev. W. T., D.C.L.
Lillie, Rev. Adam, D.D.

Rees, Dr.

Richardson, Francis

Roaf, Rev. John

Robertson, T. J.

Ryerson, Rev. Egerton, D.D.

Stephenson, Robert, M.P.
Tully, Kivas

Westland, J. F.
Wightman, Rev. Thomas

MEMBERS.

Edwards, William
Edwards, Robert
Ellis, John

Ellis, James E.
Ewart, John

Fowler, Henry
Freeland, Peter
Freeland, Patrick
French, Richard

Galt, Thomas

Gilmor, 1. C.
Gooderham, Wm. Sen'r.
Gwynne, J. W.

Hamilton, Alexander
Hancock, E. C.
Harrington, John
Herrison, Hon. S. B.

Hay, Robert
Herrick, Geo. M.D.
Howland, W. P.
Hutchison, John

Jacques, John
James, Robert
Jarvis, W. B.
Jarvis, F. W.
Jarvis, S. M.
Joseph, J. G.
Joseph, G. J.

Ketchum, Jesse, Jr

Lesslie, James
Lewis, Rice

Macaulay, Hon. J.
Macdonell, Duncan
Maclear, Thomas
Mec¢Bean, John
McLean, Hon, Just;
McLean, John
McMaster, William
McMurrich, John
Mercer, Andrew
Michie, George
Morphy, George
Morrison, Hon. J. (
Morrison, William
Mowat, Oliver

Nasmith, John

('Brien, E. G.

Acres, Henry
Adams, Joseph, M.]
Alfred, Richard
Allen, C. W,
Anderson, James
Annis, William
Arnold, Walter
Ascher, A. G.
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Hay, Robert
Herrick, Geo. M.D.
Howland, W. P.
Hutchison, John

Jacques, John
James, Robert
Jarvis, W. B.
Jarvis, F. W.
Jarvis, S. M.
Joseph, J. G.
Joseph, G. J.

Ketchum, Jesse, Jr.

Lesslie, James
Lewis, Rice

Macaulay, Hon. J. B.
Macdonell, Duncan
Maclear, Thomas
Mec¢Bean, John
McLean, Hon. Justice
McLean, John
McMaster, William
McMurrich, John
Mercer, Andrew
Michie, George
Morphy, George
Morrison, Hon. J. C.
Morrison, William
Mowat, Oliver

Nasmith, John

0'Brien, E. G.

ORDINARY

Acres, Henry

Adams, Joseph, M.D.
Alfred, Richard
Allen, C. W,
Anderson, James
Annis, William
Arnold, Walter
Ascher, A. G.
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MEMBERS.

Patton, John
Pell, J. E.
Perrin, W. L.
Pim, W. H.
Piper, Hiram
Polley, William

Ridout, T. G.

Ridout, Thomas

Roaf, John, Jr.,
Robinson, Sir J. B., Bart.
Robinson, Lukin

Rogers, Samuel

Rowsell, Henry

Smith, Larratt W., D.C.L.

Snarr, John

Snarr, Thomas

Stephens, Joseph

Storm, William G.

Strachan, Hon. and Rev. John,
LL.D.

Strachan, J. M.

Torrance, J. A.
Vankoughnet, Hon. P.M.

Walker, Robert
Walton, Benjamin
Whittemore, E. F.
Widder, Frederick
Worts, J. G.
Worthington, John

MEMBERS.

Ashfield, James
Ashworth, W. H.
Authors, James

Bain, James
Baker, Charles
Bansley, William
Barnard, James
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Barber, G. A.
Barnett, John
Barker, William
Baring, C. T.
Bate, Alfred
Battersby, Leslie
Beaty, Robert
Beaty, James, Jr.
Beattie, J. M,
Beard, G. E.
Beckett, Edward
Beckett, Jonathan
Begg, James
Bell, W. E.
Jennett, S. F.
Berczy, Charles
Bews, Daniel
Birchall, T. W.
Birkhead, J. R.
Black, George
Blair, Gordon
3ond, John
Bond, William
Bonnell, William
Bonnell, Walter
Borrett, Samuel
Bowes, G. S.
Bowes, T. C.
Bowron, T. A.
Boyd, John
Boydell, James
Boydell, Henry
Bradburne, Edmund
Brett, James
Briggs, Robert
Bright, Thomas
Brighton, G. L.
Brooke, George
Brown, John
Brown, Thomas
Brown, William
Brown, Richard
Brownlee, George
Brunskill, James
Bryson, Ross
Bull, W. H.
Bunting, C. W.
Burke, William
Burley, Edwin
Burns, Thomas
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MEMBERS.

Burnet, John
Burroug s, James
Byrne, Samuel

Caldwell, Hugh
Callaway, Frederick
Cameron, John
Cameron, Peter
Cameron, Henry
Carrick, Andrew
Carroll, John
Carroll, Thomas
Carroll, George
Carter, John
Carnegie, David
Carnegie, Charles
Carman, George
Castle, Thomas
Catcher, Charles
Catto, John
Christie, Alexander
Chesnut, T. G.
Churchill, J. D. W.
Clarke, H. E.
Clark, H. J.
Coate, F. W.
Coate, Philip
Cochran, J. E.
Coleman, Arthur
Coleman, George
Constable, George
Coombe, John
Coombe, Herbert
Copp, W. W,
Corss, C. W,
Costall, Charles
Cottell, T. G. M.
Courtney, James
Crawford, Arthur
Crabb, Samuel
Crawshaw, James
Craig, James
Creighton, William
Crombie, William
Crombie, Ernestus
Crowly, John
Cuff, H. W.
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