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VISIT T0 0`l'TA:iA OF Iir~`DIhI`+ i1I11L_)TLR OF
PLANNING AND SOCIAL ' 7ELFA :3.E

The Secretary of State for LxtErnal Affairs,
the Honourable Paul Martin, announced today that the
Minister of Flanning and 3ocial ~.ielfare in the Govern-
ment of India, 'Ir . Asoka i?ehta, will pay a brief visit
to Ottawa next week . Mr . IIehta will arrive by air from
New York late on Sunday, 111'ay 1, and will depart early
in the morning of Tuesday, May 3 . On Monday, May 2,
Mr . I'ehta is scheduled to see the Prime 11inister, the
Secretary of State fnr External xffairs, and the Minister
of Finance
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29 avril, 1966
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Le secrétaire dT :tat au.-, Affaires extérieures,
II . Paul Ilartin, annonce que M . Asoka 1'l'ehta, ministre du
Plan et du Bien-Etre pour le gouvernement indien, fera
une courte visite à Ottawa la semaine prochaine .
M. Ilehta arrivera par avion de "dew-Ye)rk vers la fin de
la journée, lundi le 2 mai, et repartira au début de la
r.iatinée, mardi le 3 mai . M . I-{ehta aura lundi un entre-
tien avec le Premier I :inistre, le secrétaire dt "ljtat aux
Affaires extérieures, et le ministre des Finances .
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IIr . As :-,ka ïiehta has been ilinister r ;f Planning

since January 24, 1966 . Lnrn on October 24, 1911, i .Ir .

Ilehta studied at -~+ilson College and the University School

of Ecnnoraics, Bombay. He was the founder caember of the

Congress Socialist Party, formed in 1934 . He became the

editur of the Partyt s ~-reekly paper started in the same

year and continued to serve in that capacity until 1939 .

In 1949, !fr . 1lehta organized the liind iT~zdoor

Sabha (Indian ' ;orkerst Society), the third largest labour

union in the country t(:day and became its first General

Secretary. From 1950 to 1953, ilr . PSehta served as General

Secretary of the Socialist Party . In 1959 he was elected

Chairman of the Praja Socialist Party . ~Ie was deputy

leader (-f the Indian Delegation to the United nations in

1963 ; in February 1964, tlie late Prime iïinister Jawaharlal

Nehru appointed him as Deputy Chairr ..an of the Planning

Cc.mraission .

I1r . i7ehta is the autnr,r of several books : THE

C0i1 :UiJt:L TRIANGLL Ili Il .i)Ii : ; ' :iCG G Ili, :) I1ivIr1 ; PCLITIC ;;L

I1IiiD GF IIIJIA ; DFIIOC;iMC SUCI.'tLISIi ; POLITICS O r PLAIlI,-LD

; :CUI :C)iïY ; 5C)CI„LIS_ : :~ ;:D Fi ::~Sxldï:ZY ; IiIJIrli+ SaI.'PIT:G ; and

STti DII;S R; ASIhIi SC1CIALI5I i .
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