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i forbid that I should glory, save in the trbsx or our Lom Jesus Curist; by whom the world isUrutified {o me, and | to
the world,—8t, Paul, Gal. vic U1,

BALIFAX. 6CTORER I8, IN15.
—ctmn
CALEADAR. ‘Byrne, and, as many Catholics of the surrounding
: nowhbourhood were present, who could not altend
thr. 19—Sunday 23 after Pentecost and {th Sunday of October— ()n the procc(hnv ay, some instructions ware anra"]
Feast of the Purity of tho B. V. Mary. delivered by the Bishop. The Church was in the
30—Moaday—St Jobn Cantius, Confessor. 1neal\st otder, and reflects much credit upon the
5 )
21—Tucsdsy~St Petor °f“°'“;“"m' Confossor. 1pastor and the people. It is situated in a very
— — inogi King and )
32— Wedncsday ‘St Herminogildus, King and Martsr. avreeable part of the town, and if surmounted by
93—Thaorsday~Fcast of the Most Iloly Redcomer, Jesus!

jan appropriate spire, wouid form one of the most

Christ. . . . . i
24—Yriday—St Raphacl, Archangel. picturesque obJ.ecls even in the beautiful neigh-
bourhood of Windsor.

_$3—Saturday —St Bonifaco I, Popo and Confessor.

R VISITATION AT WINDSOR. The Rev. Mr. Kennedy has lately returned (o

: On Wednesday and Thursday of the last ""CC]‘,'Dartmouth, after a missionary tour through the
;szxtatlon was held by the Bishop, at Windsor.' E1s‘crn parts of his extensive district. He visited
Tbe holy Sacrament of Conficmation was adminis- the Catholics of Ship Harbour, Pope’s Harbour,
Lexed to 78 persons, 24 of whom were converts Sheet Ilarbour, Salmon River, Newdiquoddy, &,
o the Catholic Faith. Dr. Walsh preached after, .offered the Iloly Sacrifice, administered the Sacra-
his Mass on Wednesday morning, and exhorted. .ments, and delivered suitable exhortations. About
hose who were about to be confirmed. Ile was, 300 persons availed themselves of this opportunity,
is€isted by the Rev. Mr. Byrne, whe has been for-to approach the tribunal of Penance, 60 received
be last six years the respected Pastor of the Wind-: lhc lloly Communion, and 82 were baptized,
ior sttnct and who, we undcrstand 1S Dot pro-! amongst whom were two conver(s.

’hoted to the important mission of Clare.

; On Wednesday evening the absolution of the

lead was pronounced in the Cemetery adjoining

me handsome little Church at Windsor, and Bene-| At the last meeting of this Society the following

liction of the Most Holy Sacrament was given by|{members kindly volunteered their services as
e Bishop, who delivered a discourse on the Sa-; Teachers, both at the Cathedral and St. Patrick’s
rifice of the Mass. The following day Mass|Church, for threce months from the 28th of Sep-
ram Episcopo was celebrated by Rev. Mr.|tember.

CATECHISTICAL SOCIETY.

[
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Ais. Clark

Address of the Catholics of Windsor,
T0

THE REV. LAWRENCE BYRNE.

Ruverend and beloved Sir,

Wz, tho Cathcles of Wiadsor, feel assured tbat on
tho pablic bercavement no> too rapidly approach.ng, you cau
need no declaranion of what sentiments are ours, nor s it froma
copsideration of mero external propriety wo deem it necessary
to spcak with sorrow of your intended departure from us, Jt
sounds an ccho of melancholy and rc'rct from c¢nd 10 end of your
mission, your parting bour mast briog the consciousncss of more
thyn wo can describe.  Our perfect aafety under your gmidance,
the goodness of a beacfactor, the zolicitudo of & father, fs not]
without regret that wo cannot oxpress, and when wo remember
however Sowing was the cup of our hope, i~ your expocted stay

am org us, resignation to the wil} of Ownnipotence, fsali that can
give soothing to the contrast of pain we must pow faef.  Now the
heart s emotions muet ba le®t 25 oxpress in milenco a privation tc
which, from tho insufficiency of words, we cannot give utterance
Wo feel especially impolled to manifest, as well as the inadejuacy
of language will admit, our high appreciation of your invalunhle
and gratuitous scrvices, and our senso of the -great oblizatiors
which such services impose, in tostifying whiit a response your
clognence could clicit, and what a spirit your ardour could infuse,
We feel how unneedod is the eulogy of words, when we sec thy
railing of your Altar perpetoally crowded by the froils of your
tahour, partaking of the bread which strengthens to eternal preser-
vation.

Reverend Sir, your arrival here among us, seven yezrs age,
was to us glad tidingsof great joy. Irom that perivd our respect.
love, and esteem, increased beyond comprehiension.  We would
now use cvery means that our sagacity cowld suggost to keep
vour Roverence to be one spiritual guide in onrexile in this val-
ley of tears.  If your presence among us has been characterized
by tho 1ost ecminent usefulness, our grief at your departurs
receives, from those circumstances, a force which the powerlesw.
ness of expression must leave undescribed.  We, relinquish tho
hopes of your future protcction, humbl\' submlltmg to Four owa
instraction, which taught us that every ‘soul was subjoct to highe:
power, and whoever vesisteth the power resisteth the ordinance o
the Most {ligh.

Revercnd and beloved Sir, 1t remains for us only {o jain hean
and hand in thanhsgiving for the services so iuestimable with
which 'we havo beca favoured so long, and in fervent supplication,
that those gracesand gifts which you have heenso effectoally and s:;-
nally emplored, here may be rendered equatly beaedcial in Sissalos
Wo trast, in leaving us, that your commauding abilities will fii!
a hindred and more cxtensive uscfulness.

In conclusion wo beg to add our best wishes for yoar futore ’ay
viness and prosperity.

With tho highest respect, Rerv. Sir,
Your most obedient, humble, and attached servants,
At the request of theWindsor Catholics,
Jouas Joruvix,
Owrx Fraay
Micraer Dauy.

. Rzriy:

Gentlemen and beloved brethren,
Your very kind address, I assure von, filis my mind with a ey
humblo opinion of my poor merits, than I bad evei before cu
ccived—~not that ] believo you capablo of milful flattery, but thaii
facl iny humblic scrvices have ot been so eminently uscfuls
described by you. I would rather ascribo your overrated stat
meot to tho warm-hearted devotion which the trne ln-
man cver bears to the pastor whom he loves, and who, ¥
knows, loves him, and 1s ever ready to sacrifico his temporai ity
rests, and oven s very hfe, if necessary, for tho salvation of by
nnmorial soul. It has been, it is true, my constant and
ardent desive to merit tho appellation of a good pastor, and pn
tector, and if in anywise I have failed in having just claims to ¢
desirable character, T trast my failoro is moro to be attributed =
my want of health than to my remissness.
1 trost, L may admit, without cgotism, that your allusion tos
zeal s just, for I may fcarlessly assert that 1 have always exen
2]l the powers of my fecblo talenls to gather from amoag the
the sparksthat were almost extinet, at ry arrival here, and to
to them smtable fool, that thoy might barst fortk into a brills
hight wheroby our neighboura might sco tho boxaties of our
religion in their irue colours, and that they might not any loy
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be able to look on it zs falec or idolairous. In this 1 bave suc- interest and amuse us in religion, that we geldom

ceeded to a great extent.  Your allusion to my desire to protect-yiced go any where to seek recreation ; but yester-

you is, [ bulicve, just in Like manner, for I have always fcarlcssly:du). 1 felt a wish to be present at some of the many
put myself as your sentincl at the opening of every avenue that

A IMasses at A , and after our own service was

could load the enemy to the invasion of your ."3‘]’“' :"‘: °"d°°; over, we walked over there. We arrived about
) mpora . ;

voured to obstruct all the effurts of your spiritusl and tomporaliy i ot pine, and found the whole place in

encmics. In this also have I been successfui on many occasions, . . o !
But for whatever I may have effected in tho alove ways, 1 clam MOVement. I greatly enjoyed seeing the stalls

neither praise nor gratitude, because I conmder 1t a eacred duty.‘.’"d shops, and .“’e "Q‘ld"cn amusing lhomselve.s
which the divine law imposes upon every pastor of the truc rel- Just asour Eng}lsh children US(?(:‘ to do .Rt their
gion. rustie fairs, We met, I really think, a third part

Your kind and warm npprobation of my humnble services 1 “ill|of our own parlshioncrs, who were relurning from
never forgot. It shall stunulate me to a still greater exertion of earlier Masses ; from some of these we learned
oy zeal to promote the intercsts, spitual and temporal, of thoseithat gur Mass was just boginning, for which,
over whom 1t is the will of Provilence to place me, that 1 may therefore, we should be rather late, but that there

descrve their approbation. also, which is of itsclfan ample reward.

Gentlemen, wishing, from my heart, thal my successor mnay have
better claims on your approbation, wishing yon peace, union, pros-
perity, brotherly love, and cvery blessing your hearts can desire
here and hereafter,and returning you my moest sincere thauks for
your kingd felings towards me aud your warm approbation of my
humble merits,

I remain your devoied friend aud humblo servant,
.. Breag,

LETERATURE.

LETTERS FROM BELGIUM.
Co.ucluded.
LETTER V.

Belgium, — 1842,

Sinco wiiting the above, a week has passed;
my letter i3 awailing an opportunity of being sent
to England. We are all quite gay with the nume-
rous fetes which are around us. This week
seventeen parishes in the neighbourbood of ours
are holding their Kermes. Zvery field and lane
is enlivened by the merry chat of the peasants
passing on their way, to keep holiday with their
relatives or friends, in one or other parish.
Whole families are trooping along together. The
house is locked up, and old and young set forth.
Some, who are too young, or too old, or too weak to
walk, go on a donkey, with its broad sheepskin
saddle, large enough to carry two or three at once.
Then the farmers go in majestic style—seated in
their own waggons with the Boorenas (farmers’
wives) by their side, under their own white awn-
ing, and looking the very model of independence
and comfort; that is to say, looking exactly like
Belgian farmers, a race of men whom princes may
envy. White petticoats and stockings peep from
the carcfully pinned-up gown of the travelling
females. Such luxuries, only exhibited on very
great accasions, add very much to the holiday feel-
ing one has about one at Kermes. Amengst the
many, it is this week the fete of a parish near ours,
which is large enough to rank-almost as a town.
Qar own dear, quict, village produces sd much to

(were still others to follow. We hastened on, and
found our own Cure saying a high Mass, assisted
Iby a deacon who was also our neighbour. The
!priests go about to assist each other on these festi-
val days. A stranges had said Mass in our parish
!yesterday, for instance; that is, a friend of the
Cure’s and of ours; and our Cure had come over
lto A , to celebrate a Mass for the Cure of
Fhe Church was much too full for us to
'wo near the al:ar.  But I have told you we needed
not hear a word to enable us to join immediately
{in the Mass. Ve found it was the time of the
Credo. It was beautiful to enter niongst the
devout multitude, and to feel ipat their innocent
festivities were thus based-upon, 2nd mixed up
with their religion. So many pretty litle chil-
dremsere around us, knowing exactly when to
knecel and when to stand up, anl behaving so pro-
perly, and praying so like little angels, with no
one apparently belonging to them present to guide
them. 1 said to myself, Ah ! these are the fruits
of your Pastor’s catechismns, and of his ever-vigi-
lant care of you. Kind Jesus ! the Pastor of pas-
tors, who hast appointed these good shepherds to
watch over thy flocks. How many &f these little
ones aie left to perish in protestant. lands, where
no system of instruction is enforced and binding
on every priest.

This Mass ended, the Church was soon reatly
cieared, most persons present having probably to
return home to allow other members of their seve-
ral families to come in to the next Mass, which
we found was immediately to follow, as the candles
on the High Altar remained burning. Our can-
dles have many significant uses.

This Mass was accompanied with chanting the
Matins and Lauds, and the Chuich again filled.
We approached the altar, and foand every thing
very handsomely arranged. The parish 1s a rich
one, and nothing is spared by the inhabitants fo:
the adorning and enriching the house of God.
The Cure of the parish led the choir with his fne
impressive voice. He hzd still his Mass to cele-
brate, which I longed to stay to hear, 2s it wuld
would be a very grand one, perhaps with several

- .
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Priests ; but the Chuich became very hot, having
been successively bitled fiom the catly moinjing,
and I began to feel it necessay to leave it. We
met again some of our own fellow parishioners,
entering as we left, with another set of worship-
pers. 1 envied them while going in to assist at
Mass, as [ dare say they pitied me because | was
going cut ; for there is nothing they so lament
over as being deprived of hearing Mass. Our
walk bowe was‘a rich treat, it being one of those
fine September days, which are perlect as to wea-
ther. And the deep shadows fell amorg the rich
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'encousages all this social feeling, and teaches us
unicn in seasons of checrfulness, and in seasons of
deep devotion ; as | hope I shall have the pleasure
:of showing you, in some future details of the occu-
pations cf our holy, happy, community.

After showing you how much real enjoyment
our clergy have provided for them, in the encou-
tagement the caurch gives to friendship and social
jintercourse, 1 ought also to tell you, occasionally, of
i.he means she employs to keep alive among them
ithe spitit of deep and fervent devotion ; among
ywhich are their seasons of spiritual retreat. These

foliage of the still green trees, and almost madeare just over, the last having been from Sunday
one forget there was no longer Belgian corn toluokthe 11th of September to the following Friday.
upon in the desolate ficlds.  Again we met troops!  During every summer the bislops of each dio-
of visiting grandmothers, and grandlathers, andicese arrange a certain number of these retfreats.
aunts, and cousins, fur all of whom a festival dinner{They are held in a college, generally, during the
was waiting, puneiually as the clock struck twelve jivacation.  And the choice is given to each priest
all but for the Cure, his arduous duties to-daylas to which he may find it most suitable to be pre-
would detain him far beyond that hour. that is, far sent ut.  Having fixed on one, he sends notice of
into the next ; but his rccereation was prepared for that he has chosen, and on the day appointed they
rim also. e met many Priests, who weie coa-lassemble. “T'he bishop appoints one or more
sregating fiom other parishes, some far distant, to talented and eminently pious men, who have been
partake of his hospitality. Many of these were educated and trammed to the woik, tc lead their
our friends, at whose tables we visit.  Our walk devotions and preach to them.

was enlivened by a litie chat with cach. A These scasons being expiessly dedicated to the
friendly invitation, perbaps, or alittle mirth athav-icare of the soul, every worldly occupation and
Ing seen a carriage pas3 containing sowme eight orijeeling are laid aside for the time, and they entec
ten of their brother clergy, who they told us wcru?the college with the purpose of giving themselves
professors aud other Piiesis from a cuilef;c in a,up, for those days, entirely to God. For this they
town scven niles off, where one of the priests ofiprepare their whole heart, and mind, and being,.
A — had been professor, and this was an:ln the last reireat which was held in a town near
annual visit they paid him at the Kermes. Welus, fifty cletgymen were assembled, from the
eougratulated them on the merry dinner party they 'surrounding parishes, some rectors, some curates.
were likely to have, as prolessors {rom collcges"l‘he venerable dean of the town was appointed
are proverbial for theiwr cheeifulness. Citen thefprincipal, this giving him power to be consulted,
Leneficed clergy pretend to envy them, becauselor applied 17, on any needful oceasion ; and two
they have not the cate of a parish resting upon wissionaries were sent by the bishop. Plain
them. Then we met one who had justicturned wholesome food is prosided by the college, for
from a visit to Lingland, who answered some very . which cach payshis share. No luxury is allowed,
1gnosant questions I put to him, respecting the'nor even wine.  And during the repast the loly
changes which have taken place in Loudon since 1 Seripture is read, or A. Kempis’s Imitation of the
Jeft England.  Amongst others, the 1ailroads,iLife of Christ, no conversation being allowed.
which he tells me are over the houses, and which At their entrance, which is on the Sunday evening,
}, in beautiful simplicity, was quite ignoraut of ;ieach has a printed papes given to him, which
baving been so absorbed in my interesting religion!instructs him of the allotment of the hours of every
in this secluded spot, that I bad never once beforeiday. 1 have a copy of one of these which I will
inquired any thing ebout London railroads. Asjexplain to you.

we approached home, every thing became quiet;] At five in the morning they rise, when half an
our fete being over, as I have told you, we havelhour is given to morning private prayer. At
sobered down into our daily duties, except theselhalf-past five they go into the chapel of the col-
occasional visitings to other parishes. Our ownjlege, the missionary priest goes into the pulpit,
dinner, deferred to the late hour of half-past]and gives a sort of exhortation, or, as it is general-
twelve, was not the less acceptable, nor ourily called, a ¢ Meditation,” for half or three quar-
excellent coffee after it, which was not unaccompa-!ters of an hour, which is intended to lead them to
nied by Kermes cake either, as we had akind pre-'meditate for themselves. Great order is observed
sent from a farmer’s wife in the next parish, whose!in the choice of the missionary’s subjects. The
good things we frequently shate, in true “lemish ! first threedays being given to the eontemplation of
hospitality and christian kindness. Thc Church'the deep subjects of Death, Judgment, Heaven,
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wd Hell.  The sinner is brought to bewail the
jeinousness of sin, and his mind awakened to
ompunction and penitence. The shortness of
uae and the value of eternity are set before them.
His nearest interests are touched to the quick.—
How is he living as a priest dedicated to God ?!
ls God really the objcect and end of all his works
imd thoughts? Or is he going through his sacred
dsily duties mechanically ? 13 he striving to live!
quite above the world, not the great world with its
sanities and follies, from these he is totally exclu-
ded as 3 true priest, but above the little world,
sithin him. His own temper, his negligence of his’
own sout while he is occupied in watching over!
the souls of others ? Is he showing forth a pattern |
of meekness and gentleness, or is he as irritable as |
other men under the trials and vexauons of life ?!
Does he give way to pride, and grudge to see
sthers more honoured and advanced than him-
self 7 Can he bear wrong and suffer wrong, and
barbour no feelings of revenge ? Can he forgive
s he prays to be forgiven ? 1le i3 obliged to be
autwardly conformable to all his holy mother the
church requires of him ; but is he holy in thought,
ad fervently religious in feeling ? &c. &c. Ana:
deecper and mote stirring feelings are touched as
the search of heari goes on ; for a priest has duties!
to parform, so solemn and imporiant, as none can
jedge of who are not Roman Catholics themselves?
To all these he is aroused and exhorted before
God, these meditations being most earnest, and
sirong, and awakening. .1 only just give you
these few faint ideas of them, that you may try to
magine something about them. When the mis-
sionary thinks he has sufficiently excited and
guided to meditation, he ceases to speak, and the
remainder of the hour is spent in silence, each
being thus left to meditate for himself, and apply
what has been said ; at half-past six a quarter of aa
hour is devoted i0 examination of conscience, as
to what profit has been derived from the meaita-
lion, and to the noting down any thing it may be
wished to remember. This eunded, one quarter of
m hour is free for each to spend in any devotion
1e pleases. This is called ¢ free time ;” at seven
Mass is said, at which all are present. No priest
1ays his own Mass during the retreat, unless any
ipecial reason oblige him ; at half-past seven they
reakfast together, during which time strict silence
s observed, and one reads aloud a portion of the
‘ Imitation of the Life of Christ.”

At a quarter-past eight they say their office in
thoir. The office is something like your service
'of the prayer-book, which pious families in Eng-
'land read daily, with the lessons for the day. A
‘priest’s office is divided so as to give 2 portion to
every third hour. But they are not obliged to say

eash portion alone, they iuay say two or more pol-

tions together as suits them. ‘They, therefore, at
this time, a quarler-past eight, say two portivns
called ¢ Prime and 'T'ierce.” ‘Thensome spiritual
book is read ; and at ten the Missionary again
preaches, or meditates as before, carrying on his
subject. At a quarter-past eleven they 1ecite two
more portions of their office, called * Sexte and

' None ;” after which a quarter of an hour free

time, and then a strict exawmination of conscience.

At twelve they dine ; alter which they may
converse together, and walk in the College gar-
dens. At two they pray inunison for half an hour,
one leading them. They then recite two more
portions of their office, called ¢ Vespers and Com-
plin,”? and have a quarter of an hour free time. At
three the Missionary gives another sermon called
a conference, which with its examination occupies
them till a quarter past four, when they recite the
remaining two poitions of their office valled Matins
and Lauds, which is said by anticipation, as it is
the next morning’s service. At half-past five they
have a fourth meditation, which agein occupies
them one hour and a quarter. Ata quarter before
seven they go inte the chapel to adore Christ in
the Ioly Sacrament.

At seven they take their evening refreshment,
which is accompanied with reading as at dinner,
and after this they have the recreation of conver-
sation. At half-past eight evening prayers with
examination of conscience ; and the subject of the
morning’s meditation is given out, which they note
down, in order to prepare for it in private. They
then sing a hymn, and at nine retire to their sleep-
ing rooms. The first three days having been
given to the awakening the conscience, and excit-
ing to penitence, they all confess, a sacrament
which | propose explaining to you in my next
letter, previous to my telling you about the Mass
as a sacrament, and the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper. Un the Thursday they all approach this
most holy sacrament, and receive it at the hands
of him who has been apointed their principal.
This day and the remaining Friday are days of
holy joy, the subject of their meditation being the
return of the Prodigal son ; and the love and mercy
of God in receivinyg penitent sinners through.Christ
are set before them. The life of Christ is now
proposed for their imitation, aod [orms the base of
the Missionary’s meditations.

On the Friday- afternoon they return home,
strengthened and refreshed for their sacred
duties, and comforted and animated. The.order
they learn in these holy retreats is brought out
into their daily life, and every day is a fainter
picture, but still a copy of these holy days. In
addition to the great duties they are obliged daily
to perform, they love to add Jnany of the profitable
exercises they have oractised in their retreat.  The
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daily medilation, the punctual reading some spiri-)services with distaste, At first, I confess, eve
tual book, the examination of conscience, and fer-thing that [ saw scemed to confirm the impressioy

vent, private prayer, become habitaal, and almost
essential to their mind, as s their daily food to the
body. They teach us, too, something of the
vame order in the regulation of our time ; and we

are trained also to prayer, and taught how to piay, |

and to meditate, and taught how to meditate ; and
we are exhorted to daily serious reading, as far as
our circumstances sllow. And the evening exa-
nunation of conscience none may omit. We are
taught in our morning weditation to propose some
virtue to practise, a sin, or fault, or bad habit to
avoid during the day, and to persevere on this one
poirt till it be conquered. We ate taught to
pause at noon, and inquire if we are remembering
what we had proposed to ourselves in the morn-
ing, and to pray, it only for two minutes, for grace
to persevere. We are taught to note Jown over
night a subject for the morring’s meditation ; so
that when we come to put ourselves :n the pre-
sence of God to meditate, we may ke prepared in
heart. Our little children in their weekly rate-
chism have a miniature plan traced cut for them
from the same model, and frequently an extra
catechism is held for the more advanced to attend
alone, in which their Pastor acts as their Mission-
ary, and teaches their young minds hew to medi-
tate, how to examine their conscience, and how to
pray.

Bat I really must now say farewell ; the time is
come when my letter must depart for England. 1}
shall be most happy to receive another letter from
you, informing me of the state of England ; and in
return [ will give you every information
within my power, regarding Catholiz life in
Belgium.

[The following Lotters may be found at the end of a work written
by an Oxford Clergyman, 2nd Iately published, entitled, ** The
Ideal of a Christian Church.” They aro reprinted here, not so
much for tho pleasing and valuablo testimopy they bear to the
inflaencet of religion in Belgium, as unexceptionable confirma-
tion of the genera! faithfulness of our * Lotters from Belgiun,”
and which have been 30 very much admired. ]

LXTTER I
My dear Ward,

My foreign travel has been confined to Italy,
Switzerland, Belgium, and Rhenish Prussia ; I visit-
ed Italy and Switzerland for the first time eleven
years ago, revisited them six years ago, and spent
two months in Belgium and Rhenish Prussia two
years ago. On first going abroad in 1833, I went
with the impressions respecting the Roman Catho-
lics and their systemn with which I had been brought
up, and which were current amonyg those with whomn
1 associated ; T expected to find all classgs irreli-
gious or indifferent, the paorer classes ignorant; and
the priests purposely keeping them so, aud I went
propared to look at their religion and their religious:

with which 1 started: if I sow people divertid
themselves on Sunduys, T conclulded that it was ;
wilful and deliberate desecration of the day;
saw priests walking amongst themn, § concluded the
were winking at it; 1f | saw a poor person by thd
road side on his .nees before u cruss, 1 concluied
he bhad placed "imself there for us to sce, and
thought ull meanly clad wonks mere lazy Leggars
the very constancy of the peogle ut Church | aunL
buted to formahism, and I thoroughly beheved e
worshipped mnages ; for 1 saw them kneeling b fur
them, and I thought that proved .

T'he notion that I should find the foreign Catho
lics inditferent was very sovon dispelled 5 the v
manper in which I saw a French steersman at i
helm of his vessel tane off lus cap on pussing u
large Crucifix on the pier at Dieppe surprised m
and the earnestness and devotion [ saw in the cha
ties was something quite new to m=; but then i f
back upon the idea, that it was all superstition a
idolatry ; fraud in the priests and ignorance in
people.

Of the higher classes of laity in the countris:
which 1 have travelied I have seen nothiang, Lu
have seen a good deal of the priests, of the pu
and of the schools for the cluldren of the poor ;an
the more I saw, the more and more I became cn
vinced how utterly groundless my impressions wer
Of the priests (I speak now of Belgium and Pruss
where I saw them most) I have a very pleasy|
recollection; here and there 1 met with a mu
argumentative theologian, but, as a budy, I w
struck by their kindness of manner and simpliuty
life, although in the conversations I had with
I might not agree with them, .yet the very ug
that they were not honest and sincere quite shod
and distresses me ; 1 felt and sull feel convinced it
they were religious men.

That the poor are ignorant is, 1 believe, an e
misapprehension ; I never talked to any who we
@53 I should say they are far, very far, bueti
instructed in religious knowledge than our o
people of the same class, and their attention
their religious duties is, to my wind, quite affectis
I have seen in large manufacturing towns hundr
upon hundreds of work-people, in their work
dress, at mass at 5 o’clock in the morning bef
going into the factories, with their books, and -
ing heartily in the service ; and I necd scarcely
what a contrast this forms to the habits of the
class of persons in this country.’

1 have visited also Catholic schools abroad, chi
those under the superintendance of the Chrs
Brothers, my opinion is, that we have nothiwg
compare with them, even as to the regularity ¢
order of the-schools, the extentof the sccular edu
tion; the carefulness with which 1eligious instruct
g -conveyed, or the number aad character of
teachers.
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L o foreign country (Belgium) to our own, was,
Bat 1 was coming out of a rehigious country to one
findifference 5 the epen Churches of the furmer, the
I.;.-equcnz services, the constant worshippers, the
Wemn ceremoniad, the collected air of the clergy
o their ministrations, the indubitable devotion and
pverence of the peovle, their unhesitating confi-
face in their Church, has nothing approaching
w a counterpart with us ; I hnow nothing more dis-
vartening (I speak of the effect produced upon
ayself) than a return to England after some ume
went in Catholic countries; cvery thing seems so
careless, so irreverent, so dead 5 w:th all my heart |
wsh, and especially for my clildren’s sake, that 1
wuld sce i this couutry some approximation to the
wmemnily, reverence, devotion, and earnestness
which I have witnessed abroad.

All this may scem harsh towards my own country,
md my own Church, but they are nevertheless the
mpressions which I have derived from what I have
wei ;3 1 am of codarse hable to be swayed by preju-
dice as well as others, but so far as I know myself,
ny prejudices, both those of education and of faumly

connexion, were all the other way, and L fvel they,

hive been overcume by facts which were nresisui-
ble. _
I have now given you what you asked for, my

mpression of the Church on the Continent, aud you |
are quite at hiberty to make what use you please of;

it Believe me, dear Ward, 4

Youis furthfully,

LETTER Ih

My dear Ward,

One of the first things that struck me in France,
indeed it 1s obvious 1o any one—was the behaviour
of the people in thé Churches. There was some-
thing whi¢h one saw at once to be quite of another
kind from that correct demeanour which a sense of
propriety dictates. A general sense of the purpose
for which we go to Church, and due consideration
for others, will lead to a regulated and attentive
conduct when there. But an attitude of active
devotion cannot be mistaken for this; and to see,
as you never fail to do on entering any Church,
lazge or small, in France, many of the lowest class
wrapt in that visiblo absorption of mind which
shows at once that a real communication is going
on between the soul and Ged, is indeed a cheering
sight—a spirit of prayer and supplication is seen to
belong as much now as ever to the body of the
Christian people. Ofien the posture of the worship-
per is careless, and would little meet the taste of
those who dwell with rapture on the forms of middle
age art, or whose ideas of prajer are formed on such
representations as in “the offensive archesoligical
jargon are called ¢ a St Francis nimbed'— the regu-

Ypon shy whels, iy last inpression, on rcturniug[

lations of the Church may be thought irreverential,

the system of chairs iatroduces & continual traffic,
and the never-ending circuits of a noisy beadle,
rattling the muney he is collecting, sadly breaks up
the ideul sume are apt to form of the still aud solemn
ceremonial —with all this, there is that in the
appearance of the people which shuws at unce that
they come there not from cariosity, from halut, or
frotn fashion, but for a defimte act to join heast and
soul at the great sacrifice in commuuion with the
faithful living and dead. Fashion may carry the
French to sermons, but not to Mass or to private
prayer in the Church. The theory of Cathulicism
may be fashionable, but subanssion to its rules and
practice is very far from being. It is not many
years since a priest could not appear in his habit in
the streets of Puris without risk of isult~-~and the
king himself, though suspected of guing privately,
durst not go publicly to Mass, for fear of lusing lus
character for good sense. ‘The increase of popula-
rity of the clergy, the crowds of intcilectual young
men, lawyers, and students of the University, who
flocked to Notre Dame in"Advent lust to hear Lacor-
daire--signs of a hange of feeling in the public
which the Frezch"Citholic press is never tired of
proclaiming—-these are’ the iere ebb and flow on
the surface—far more wg‘gunble is that genuine old
Christian leaven deep’ in the heart of the couniry
popalation, which even the Revolution could not
root out, quite distinguishable from that fickle
patronage which the present generation is disposed
to a vislonary middle-age, theory. 1 felt .much le-s

- |satisfaction in secing a crowded audience in Paris

listening to a favourite preacher,"ﬂlan in entering
early in the morning a villoge Church in a distant
provinge, -and seeing the country people drop in
before going to work for n{ew.minutes of private
devotion. ‘Lhis was the genuine product of the reli-
gion—-the harvest where St Martin had sown.

T'he same practical air was visible where T least
expected it. 1 had fancied a procession as mevely
ornamental ; a poetical portion of the ceremonial
intended to aid and captivate the imagination. 1
was struck, therefore, with the business-like air it
wore. Those engaged in it seemed performing a
real act of devotion, to which they were given up,
the assembly accompanying them with their prayers
—the one party not thinking of edrairing, the other
uot aiming at effect.

Every one notices the subdued, regulated manner
almost universal in foreign priests. This arises from
their habitual consideration of the Divine presence.
It must be a very superficial observer who can think
it accounted for by the constraint of the peculiar
habit. But it is not any matter of surprise that they
should be able to preserve this, when one sees the
education they go through for the Priesthood. The
Seminary of St Sulplice is the principal establish-
ment for this purpose, ‘Many persons are offended
at continually recurring comparisons between our
own -institutions, ‘and the corresponding Catholic
ones, and altsibdte such to = fretful, captious spirit,
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But they should remember that it 13 only the natura!
process of the mind to judge of the unknown by the
kaawn, of the new by the familiar. Open any book
of travels, and whether he is deseribing the shape of
a whedl, or a mode of harnessing a horse, the writer’s
first 1mpulse 15 to compare 1t with the fushion of his
own country. It was imposible for me to see Si

Sulplice without compuring 1t with the education
There | Ti rere the first words of th tle S
we Zinve our clergy. Phere the worid was shut out, 1iese were the hrst words o € aposlle o,

not Licause 1t was understoud thia the process “(]Paul on his conversion, ¢ Lord, what wilt thoy
hardening by exposure to 10 s one tucompatible viljhave me to do?”  And they wete spoken witl
the mnucence which 1s tae required foundatioe for o such sineerity of affection, and with sueh submis
rchigions character. Here I understoud for the lirsl,Ision of will, that from that e he no longer bag
time what 1t was to make relizion the ene business ol jany other desire ur motive than to fulfil in all res
hfe--not mercly a handmaid, o means towards living  peets the divine will : nor amidst so many adver
well and happily.  There was no cant of lunguage, lsities, afflictions, sulferings, and torments, ash
no affectatton of discarding the customs gf common  hag to undergo, was there ever any thing suﬁicnenl
society, but religion reigned without cffort m the 'ty fessen his zeal, or weaken his eonstancy ang
whole system. A young wan bringing up for “""Iﬁdellty.

priesthood where the Church is scanuly paid by the| | ‘
State, knows that he resigns the common objects of| The blessed mother S. Chantal had so great

ambition. Hard wurk and contempt 15 what ],cidesuc to.know ard obey the divine “:l‘“’ that o
must eapect. There s, as might be expected, a only hearing these words meutioned, *“ The will o
sirong esprit du corps, which giies gicat offcnce to God,” just as if a torch had been applied to he
the world, which they vent in the epithet, * narrow- heart, she fele all on fire ; and as long as she wa
minded.”  But even were it 50, habits of devotion, ignorant what was the will of God on any matte

From Maxune and Kxamples of the 8asuls.

PERFECTION.

My Lord and my God, what wilt thou have mo to dot  Bebol
lhero the real mark of a xoul entirely perfect, wlich hath at lep
abandoned herown wi!l, and no longer sovketh, or pretendeth,
desireth to do that which sho herself would chooso, hut that whiel
Alnighty God willeth, and that alone.—S. Berxaro.

and a bracing religious discipline, would be cheaply
purchased at a greater sacnfice than this.  an
occasivnal religious service introduced mnto a day’

the whole of which is given to secular studies, secu-

"she was in torments.

! The venerable mother Seraphina attests of her
self, that our Lord, by means of an inteinal illus
‘tration, gave her clearly to understand how gaod

lar conversation, and secular amusements, is an irk-

1S an hing it i ive witl i 25 ow

some formality. But where the whole day’s bumu.'ss!::(;‘!‘ "t'ls lt'o 'h;ie \ dt :ou;ﬁanj;1 \Ivulwq:'lom“a:u:in
is made one religious service, interj used, as it were, | enbirely 'e,, gned to ‘S oly Wit And g
was persuaded,” siys she, «“ that in order to belon

between the hours of prayer, the mind must cither o
openly revolt, or be ruised to pariahe of tire pcnad-;l’crfc“”-"' to him, it was necessary for us to hav
ing tone. I was edificd to sce many of the siudents, 09 other will than that ol our most loving God
taking the brief space allowed to recreation :1flur.a“‘]“l'3t \\.'hen we 3"95”‘?""—0(1 at this, we shall .the
dinner, for retire.cnt to sume shiine or image begin to live entirely in God, and to taste the joj
(with which the grounds were filled) for prayer or | of paradise on earth.” .
recollection. It was not considered necessury to
avoid intruding on them--they were taught to foim ) )
the habit of abstraction from what was gomg on| Jerewy Tavvor.—If men did but kuow wha
about them. felicity dwells in the cottage of a virtuous peor ma
"The profisors (though without any Galican bias), —-how sound he sleeps, how quiet bis ireast, hoy
did not at all share ir. that eagerness for the visible [composed his miad, how free from care, how eas
triumph of the Chutel. which the L’Univer. is so his prov.sion, how healthy Lis morning, how sobe
anxious for. There was wnong themn no active sym- his night. how meist his mouth, how joyful h
pathy with any political party —and that in a couu- (heart—they would never admire the noises, th

try where, much more than with us, every one is a
politician.

The priests are, in general, shy of strangers, of the
Enghish in particular. Hence the accounts of tra-
vellers of a Protestant bias must be read backwards.
¥ such a person falls in with a priest more lax than
others, who is willing to conyerse on the topics of
the day with him, he entertains a better opimon of
him as ¢ superior to the prejudices of his order,’—but
exactly in proportion as he observes earnestness of
devotion and exclusiveness, the traveller’s anger is
roused at the bigotry, intolerance, hypocrisy, &c.,
of the ¢ poor creatures.”  Yours very truly,

Concluced in our next.

——

discases, the throng of passtons, and the violence o
unnatural appetites, that fill the houses of the juxusi
ous, and the heurts of the ambitious.

People lose a sight of charity, by wishing to b
over zealous about faith.

To know how silly the most of our wishes are
it is sufficient to see them gratified.

e

-
———
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