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TUE CHRISTM1AS SHEAF. 'crack, was a ioy indoed. Changed 1-. cars, a box of parler mnagie, a pistoi, a' AN ANGEL IN AIN ULSTER.
weil, I'd like to know! WVhy, l'm'performing acrobart, a real watch, a A CHIRISTMAS STOItY.~HERE in a pretty and curions8 told that a boy of thia day, a real boy gold scarf.pin, gold cuif buttons, Y11V AHNTNGAD-,DD

customa in Norway. A pole of the> period, would consider himef jbound volume of Se. Niclîolas, and 1 E.WsI~TNOAD~,DD
la; fattered ulp over tho door a much-abitsed feliow if ho didn't find twenty or thirty other books, mnore or "Wuiu, Sir, 1 aux sorry,. but I'vo
of the barne and the> farux on his Cbri8tnias.tree a bail, a Six- leua, beaides a pocket-bock with gold donc th> boat 1 cot:id for yon."

boufea, and on the> top ia It ia the conductor cf the>
tied a% littie aheaf of wheat. night express on the Eut-
A traveller was for a long o ru raîlnrul Whu i ap>ak-
tixne jiuzzled to underatand -ing , and the> 1.aenger, te
what it could mean. lie whom Lis reinark in ad-
did net know tho>language droeaed. atanda with watch
well enough to understand - ini handi, near the> dec: cf
the> answeis of the> peabanta th> car, es th> train draws
when Lie abktd theux about izito the> Boston station.
the> sheaf, se Lie had mrade «-I do not doubt it," in
Up bis mind that the> littie ,- the> answer. "IYou cannot
aheaf of. corn mubt ho an - h blamed for the> delay.
cffering set eut for th> use The othor train muet have
of igel, or on> cf the> l~.~<, eft thé> Western station
spirits cf 'wind, water, or led.
atorin, in whom the peu- IIUndoubtedly , the> time
ants of Norway raore than in past, und they alwaya
Lait 'believe. But Le was start on tint>." y
Vrong. I n hr nn riOn> day Lie fell in with a "ham c oeta nerg ti
clii Norwegian gentleman, Citntcnntctaor troughto
who etopped at th> same Coinntg.uoetoiro
farmn-liouse, and who spoko ¶ nlorig.
Engiah. Ho aoked him, 'We>u, that settles la.
the> meaning cf these MuYe- Tharik yen."
ter roum aicaves cf cern. Ho

iîghedhartily at th> Mr. fialliburton Todd
trav91eler' gesanthnStops down froux the> plat-
toide m hatess n tht ent form cf the> car, and waikatoldhimtha thelitle lowly past th> row cfaheaves wer> put ont at bcoig adsotnChristmss-time every year, bcoig ad sotn
"that th> birds might bave hacknien. H> is toc good

a rnerry Christms." Every a pihilshe rtetLe angr-
Christznas-eve tht> old sheaf.whth rh htd-
ia taken down, and a fîreali layed the train, but there

ont>put p. Tis Nr. 1 a shadeocf disappoint.
wegma custom in worthy cfmeto hifasda

imittion ~.moisture in hi, eye. Be in
-a whoiesome-lookin- minacw TMES AVEof forty.five, with groyinh

UOHATIME HAV h air and board, with blue
"CRNGn 1"excaimd _eyes, and a ruddy counten-

Deacon Green te the> de&r much given to grinning.
Littie School-niaam, a 3ea but just new Lis face in un-
&go corne Christmas, -II ustially gravi,.; nerertho.
should think tht>y Lad Iti'.. es, it in a kind face ; under
chaxiged. 'WLy, maxy's the> its sober mask there ia a
time 1've lheard me dear worid cf god nature. In
aid father tell Loy, years short, ho is :it th> sort cf
ago, iwhen ho and Aunt man that a Shrewd girl of
Mary wer> eilîdren living tweive would Pick out for
cri sheir father's farra in an ucle. If anjoro thinks
oid Engiand, th> lesat hit> - that lasuot high praise, 1
preaest used to deliglit abould Jike te bave hia te-y
thein. Lis band at commendation.

[,'TLty ver> well-to.do *Tar. CanuasÂxs Sirur. There are, indeed, quit.
neopîr, z:c- the Greens a nuober of boys and gLId
were ; but to fiud on> bock or a bil bladed knifé, a scientifio top, a box of jmnncy in it, and a pair cf kid gloven. to whom *Uncle Halinl bath a saint
or a ahepherd'a pipe in the> Christmas carpenter'a teols, a prti gpoe à, "I zuay bave forgotten somothing,' and a hero At that Chriatmaa party,
;stccking wcuid rnike father perfectiy jjig.saw, a aled, a bicycle, ~e.ktaadded tLe Dexcon, wiping his brow, 'in th> hornecf Lis sister in dthe West-jhappy iwben ho was a boy: and Lis 1 rolcr-akates, a Panch-and-Jndy Show: « "but, ne fat a 1 can make out, tFât'â 1ern city te which Lt> Lan been hurry-
Siater thonght a box cf Bugar.plums, a telephone, a ateam.-engine, a micro- 1 the proper thing for an avere bc,., 's ing, tht>.. boya anid girl! are te b.
or a tew dcli, or any one> pretty giin- soope, a steam.boat, a working train of 1 Christmas, niov a-daya.-St, Nieksotaj. aasenbled. All the> married brothers



PLEABANT HO0URS.186

a n g b ig s rg, w ith th o ir fa titilie» , w i II b c

there But it ils of lio ue nuw i*ur
Iimii to try to join thons. Tito feat
wili bii ended, iind the circla' will 1w'
4aokon ie lie cati reacli Vincinnati.wil " 'Iddblt tc i ttrollîs ont of the aitaitiovi and iii,tbhle fttra4ati. Ni, lin wilI net tal<o ai
laack lior a borneaa car,' hapapy pfole
ay coaaélent to lie carriéd - tiiosé

whlosn ,indnii airt- trotili'l wraaalal lattrlt
go ausi lit.U wiIl witik nif lbis <lis-
Iapoifltinent.

Il(% traiiigeai alng th narraw RtirNatIa
tito drays imil theo éxiaretswgoa.
latlfti with ail aorta of lan-'aa via
jaarcelu, tire claitterivag to anad fro
portrsa, latrgo aind simial, via runua11ing
with, huaaudlf.ia, laig aild lîtti. : t1 vhnpa
lire crowded with caîgsr custoavera.
Alr. 11aliburton Todd fis too good a
lutin 10 o umi long in a aacone lika'
this. «« wîhaît botati of' 1epl0, hoays.
to hiviboîf, I re thiaukiag ad workisig
witv ail their iaiglat to.day to ake
otiver îyeoplo hapapy to*naorrow I Andi
laow happy thoy ail are tlva'naeelvtea,
to4lay ! WVo alwaya Ray that Christ-
mias is the laappiest day in tue yodr ;
but il; fi 1 ]suit it the alay bofore
Ch riatms 1

Su tlvinkîng, lie patuses at the win-
dow of a Braial paint.slop, whoen bis
attention is calight by tho voiccu of
t'wo chlldren, standing in the hall nt
the foot of theo stairs leadinig to the
stories abovo. On the. sign besîdes thoe
door-way ho rails, -Jaektîzan &
Comupany, Manaf'actu rom of Ladies'
'Underwear."

Tho chlfdren are a girl of twelve
and a boy of ton, neatly bat plvvinly
alressed; a troubleai look je on thoir
briglit facos.

l low mucli, Ruby 7"1 aika the
boy.

IlOnly soven dollars," answorg the
girl, choking back a soU. IlThoro
%vere four dozon of the nigit drosses,
you know, and the price was two
dollars a dozon, but the man said
that soute of theui wc not woll mado,
s0 ho kept back a dollar."

I ieman lied," sayv Ben, fiand
VUi go up and toll himtj3.

Il0Oh, no," answers Ruby; clthat
wouldta't do any good. Ho wouldvî't
mnd yeti, and hie might flot give us8
any moto work. Dut the work =8s
wcIl donc, if we did liellp, for yoaa
rua the machine bttatifuilly, and
xnamîna says tivat 'ny button.hioles are
overy bit ai; good a hors. Just think
of it! Only sovgen dollars for two
weoks' baRrd work of Ail tiarea of us il,

IlWo can't have the turkoy," satys
Bon, viadly.

IlOh, no. 1 found a nico young
oae down at thve corner store that wo
could get for a dollar and a hualf, but
we must lay by two, da.llar.a for the
rent, yeti know;. and tvere'l be oa!
to bîîy next woek. l'tr sure mamma
will tlaink we can't affurai iL."

"lCornte on, thon," says Dea, bestow.
ing a farowoll kick aapon the iron sign
oi Jackinan & Couipany.

Mr. Haliburton Todd bal; forgotten
Ail about bis own dizappoixaimeat in
ligtnning te tho more serious trouble
of those childrzz. A2s thoy walk lup
the airt ho follows thein closely,
tryiaig to imagine the story of their
livea. Thoy stop nov and thon for a
momennt to, look into the Windows of
taie- Uy-aterew, and te admire thve
gweet wonders of tho confoctioncrs,
but thiy donfot tarry long. Prmsntlv,
tho oyes of Mr. Todd ame cauglit by'a
large thoatre bill, announcing tbe

oraitoriu of tha, lvaa iat Music
haill, Taîa.sdiy i '.oaing, Dca'vnler
24th, by tîva hIandol and Haytu
soch'ty. MNr- L~ait. ile to plaity the
gra'at organl. 'J'heodoro Tvovaas or-
elivvtrtî iii tu visivt, atlla ths soloista ara
Mýivas 'rhaaraby vind lîlivs Caîry, vandi 3r.
Whlitiaey vind M'.%r Sivavu fleives.

",Correct 1I" Raya Mr. Haliburton
Tlodial, alud. lIo knuwa now wlaat lae
wvill do witv theQ cuaving cvcaing. IL
iva lonag since lais paivîtion, for intibie hau
I.a'a ai farosi.ised aiacl va gratification.

W'Iile lac pauses, liei notes tivat
11111-Y rad Ben vira% sva.ningw~itlî cauges

a'tacs the sailalis bill urd. Ifl Ratlaer
ra'nvvîrlcvbla ciîildr.yi, lie Bays te lîjavu-
Ht-If, "Ito case for sin oratorio. If it
weio a niistrel tilaow, I alvoîlda't
wonaletr."

-"Vuuln't I like to go?" eaya.
Ruby.

~~aIlav' I1 " eclaces Bea, witb a
Iow whisa le.

'a Don't yoaî reanembex," ays the
girl, Il thae niglit paapa vand mamma
took t'a te hedr Nilson?1 Miss Cary
was thero, you know, andl silo sang
this:-

-*a3rdâ uf the aiglat that softly call,
WVivds in thie nivgat that' otrauîgely sigb.*

It je a sweet anal sympaîthetia voice
that croons tho f rat strain of Sulli-
nign's; lullaby.

"'Iremam>er iL," rayi3Ban. "M3ami-
mna uised tu sing it afterwards, pretty
near as waeli as sho diai. Andl don't
yoîî reanembor thaL Frenchi chsp that
played the violiaii BluDe Tom, thoy
callila laim, or soino such name."

IlVlieuixtonias, langUe Rubv, Who
knows a littlo Fionch.

ciYea, thata ut. But couldn't ho
mairo thae olai fiadile daince, though 1 i
Andi the boy tilts lais basket againat
]lis sîvoildor, and ex, cntes upon iL au
iaalaginary roulade with an imaginary
bow. IlWe iîsed te have good Urnes
ai home, didn't wo--when papa plsyed
the violin andamniais. the piano "
Bon goos on.

w"'Don't .!" pleads Ruby, turning
wth a gaceat sob, from theo bright

promise of tho bill-board.
The two chulairen walk on in silence

for a few mvoments, - Mr. Haliburton
Todal stilI close behinai thoim. Riiby
lys reuolutely dried ber tears, but bier
tlîougbtv are 6till witb the great
singers, arnd tho voice of the wonderful
Swmode is ringing tlarougli ber memory,
for presently 3tr. Todai hears her sing.
ing low .

*Angels ever brigbt anal l'air,
Take, oh, take mûe to yonr care."1

"Wall, nay ebild," ho saye ini a low
tone, "I don't think that angels arc
apt te have gray Laira ini their wlafa.
kers, nor te wear ulsters; but there's,
tan olal fiflow abont my size who would
like te be an angel just now for your
sake.t

Wlaile ho in talking thus te bfmself,
te ohljdren turn into the bail ot ay
tenexnent honnse. Mr. Haliburton
Todal glancesl aftar thoan, and sacs thean
enter a r'aoni on the flrat landing. Ho
walka on a fow steps slowly, besitatks,
thon quickly turns back. Ia a
mioment ho is knocking at the door
which laad been opeaod for the chil.
dren. The knock le sinswered b3y the
boy.

I bcg vour pardon, my little mian,"
Bays Mr. Todl.' "lI amn s, stranger te
yonu; but I abould liko te sce your
naotlaer if sho ia not engagea-l"

IlCoule ia, air," maya a voice within.

i
utisathe voice of a lady. Hi face is
j>.vle vind anxiaus, baiL lier ianur ia
quiet; andi self-posseeaed.

".It is acurfous orranda that brings
ave boeo, niadam," ey Mr-. liallabtir-
ton TodajIl "but 1 trusat you. %v'il
p;ardlon may boldnesi andl g'ant nay
reajaest. Thieso chilairen cf yoaars
claavceai te ho standing with me fin
front of the sanie placard, annouîcimîg
te oratorio Lo-night; anai 1 board

enougli of whIat tlîoy vaid to know
tlat they have a rare apiprecivation of
gcod mausaic. 1 have cornte fl, te sao it
> oa 'vili lot mai tako thc'au te the
ÏNusia liai! this ovanîng."

Il011, nuiaiua 1 " criod Bon.
JRuby's eyos plosal, but tîve rnother's

racu ia grave, IlYour ofl'er fa ex-
trarnoly kind, air," suie ays nt length,
sllowly; "landl thve tiîing yen propose'
woîald ive any chilairen great pieare
but-"2

IlYou do not know me," Mr. Todal
supplies. "'That fa truc;' andl of
course a %vise niother 'vould. not com-
mit hor chilairen te the care cf an
entire stranger. llere's my card,--
ToJai & Tetapleton, Mattawamkeag
Mai ne,- 2 ut that provos nothing.
However, V'm nlot going to give it up
so. Lot me aeco; 1Iwander if 1lknow
anybody you know ln ibis bfg city.
WVho fa your zainiator 1 I

IlWe attend, ut present, St. Mat-
thcw'a chureh, cf which Mr. Brown la
rector."

IlWhat la bis first nane" " 1lJohn,
I thlnk.»

"John Robinson Brown 1"
"Yes; tbat iathe name'

"«Cor-rect!" ejaciaiated Mr. Todai,
triuaniphantly, with a distinct hyphen
between the two syllablea cf bis
favourite interjection; Ilthat fixes it.
What luak tbis faf 1I know your
minister perfectly. Ho bas been up
in our Wvoods flshing overy simmer
for five years, andl we are the best of
friands. Cen yoaî tell me lais rosi-
deace 1 1

I know," cries Ben. "lHoi lives
next door te the cburch, on Chaucer
atreet."

"Il rigbf. Let the boy run up to
hi s house after dinner, andi sec whethair
Mr. Brown indoraes me. l'Il drop, in
on Mihn titis morniag. If ho noya so,
you'Ii let the ebildren go witb me te-
night 1

I know no remsn," answereal the
mother, Ilwby tbey xnay not go. 'Yen
are very ]rind."

IlKinal te myseif, that's al]. But 1
shall be obligecl te ask youx naine,
madani."-

"lJohnson."
«Thavnk yon, Mai Johnson. I wilI

call for the cblidren at half-paat seven.
Good momning t"i

Mr. H1aliburton Todl 'bowa bimaelf
eut witli a beaxning, face, and leavea
sanabane bobinai hian. ]Ka pauses a
moment on the landing. The dber of
the roorn adjoining the Jolinsons'
stands open, anal ho .. ,-3ves that thre
roet n evocant. No atops ia end fanda
a glavriar setting a pane of glass. It il;
a pleasant rosai, wiLl au open fire-
place; the rear parlor-cbamber of an
old-fashioned bouse, and fi bas beon
newly papered mnd painteq. It coin-
muvlcates witb tho aitting-room, whare
the chidreai andl their mother liv.

Illa thiia rosas rentealf I" ho aslu
the glazier.

IlGuesa net."
"'Wbere la; tihe agent?"
"Number savon, Court atreet."

7V ~ 'i

1 1
"«Thaak you 1" Mr. Hauliburton

Tol glances around the roomu agais,
viodB docivaively, and hurrios down tht
etaiiil. WVbat becomes of lvirn for the

mani vs entitled toc have a little trne to
hliscîsf, îand it le flot politi, aveu itsietoris, to ho pryig fauta ail tho doingstof our noigiboua

The noxt glimvpso wo geL of him, ho
in ititting ia the study of the roctor of
St. M»ttliew'a, axpiainiug to that gen.
tleman what ho wighes toi do for theze
two littie variahioners of Lii.

"lJrat like yoti," cries the minister.
"But who are theo chiîdren 1"I

" Their ane fa Johnson, and they
live in a tenement honne on Donison
aitraot, number forty-tive."

"lAh, yen. Their father was the
master of a bark in the ASrican trado,
and ho was lost on the 'West carat a
year and a haîf ago. Nothing wias,
aiver kuown of his fate, excepting tbat
a portion of the vassal boaring ite
ltnie, ' Ruby,' wua wvasheçl ashore,
somewhoro in Angolia, 1 think. They
had a home of their own, bouglit fa
fluiffi times, ancl mortgaged for balf
it8 value, but in the shrinkage every.
thiag wuas wept away. They bave
lived in this tenemnent now for nearly
a year, supporting thcmselves by sew-
ing. 1 suspect they are poor enough,
but they are tboroughly independent;
iL is liard to geL a chance to do any-
thing for them. You sacra to have
outflanked them."

"-Oh, no; l'in not mach of a strate-
giat ; I moved on their 'worke andl
captured them. It's mny selfishnese ; I
want te hear Thursby and Cary with
thos cbildren's earR to.xdght, thaet
aIl. And if you will kindly wt a
littIe note, ssuring the niother that 1
will flot eat ber ahildren, the boy wMi
cal! for it. And now, good-morning.
1 shaîl sec yen next stiumer in the
Wvood&."

Tho ininistor presses bis friend to,
tarry, but he pleads business, and
hurries away.

Now hie mysteriously disappears
agi.After a few bourg 'vo find. hini

a=e bofore the grate, in his cozy
roora at tho Parker Eouee; the tele.
gram, bas gone te Cimâ~nna.ti with the~
bad news that lio fa not coming; the
oratorio tickets bave been pnrchassed;
dhaner bas beau eaten; thora in trne
for reat, and li f writxag a few letters
te thoso nephews and nieces Who
know, by tlai time, to their great
grief, that thoy will flot se 'Oncle
lial to-morrow.

Meantirne, the hours have paued
cheerily at tho little rooms cf the
Johnsons, on Denison street; for,
though the kindnear of theïr nnknown
friand could nlot he&I the hart causcd
by the harduess of Vheir greedy eau-
ployer, it has hcelped theoe to bear it.
Ben bas brougbt froni the reotor an
entleialitio note a.bout Mrý Todd, andl
the cbildren have wafted in delighted
anticipation cf the evening. Preeaently,
at half-past savon thre itep of their
friend in on the utnir, and bis knrck
at the door.

ccCorne in, siw, eays Bon. It is a
"er different voie fromn that of the

boy who 'vas talking at Jackmazi &
Coanpany's entrances a few hours ago.

ceThis ban bean a day cf great
expectationa here,» says Bea's another.
Il do not know 'what oould bave beau

promised the ebjîre thAt wonld have
pliae tbem more. Of anue they
Lad A. psionate love froua infaaacy,
andl tbey haven't hsd lunch latalY.



'~weJI, tlrey ahi have te.nîght tie
that Bostoni afforal," eaya Mr.

a. Il ow, yuu muet tell lue vont
ais, Mi boy. We want a good un-
tanding befare we etart."

'j ons, air, ie what Iny unother celle
à.!»
0 B3en Johnson, ehi A first.cas

alusie, aud a fanoioe. Correct:'"
ughe Mr. Todit. "lAnd now, %viii
e littie lay teoll nme bier namo l
'<4Ruby, ais-, ls ail there le of it,"

enewera the aiden.
tgiWoll, Ituby," saya Mr'. Tesla,

UyqJ.rnam laliko the boarder's
.o0o1 iL l goot enough wbat there
hit anit t~hcr'a enougli cf it, euch
u t i. ,,ere yon. want ta know

wbU* ta caîl me. Miy name is 'Uncle
lIa; That's what a lot cf boys and
irl eut Weat wouid Lave been eali.

lzg'i oniorrow if 1 hadn't missed
o nral ; and if you'Il just lot me

plit to-nigbt, that I'm your uncie, 1
%b41 bave a great deai better Urne."

Bd tboy go of£ merrxly.
X1ueio Rall is packed from floor to

lopiuost gallery. On either aide of
the itrcat argan rise the ranks cf the'
choruse, eight hundred singers; tbe
orsh4stra i8 inassed ins front; tbo
11o1iizts ai'e juist entering, ta tako Cheir
placés at tho left cf the conductor.

'a 1ýhee'a Miss cary, cries Rnby,
«jlýy.

*-t' Todit points eut to the chiidren
thie tother singera 'whom they do net
klîoi, aud, wluile ho ia spcak[ng, tht-
rliokocf Mr. Zerrahn's bacon la beard,
-bel pausicians of the, orchestra 1if t
lhaiti instruments, and the gfloriouiS

LvtiÉas cf the averturo bur8t tipon the
of <the wondering cbildren.

Etit ne wise hi8torian wilI try ta
$iDiout this evoning's mnusic, nor
wbo Sutby andt Ben enjoycd it. More

once, iii the rush cf the great
ses, Ben finds hinisoîf catcbing

.likh1 eath, anit thore is a rosy spot ail
--tbê -wbilo on Ruby's cheok and a
damiling briglituess in ber eye. Mu'.

.~Td watobes thora, xnorentarily; bp
liss4mos, as hie said, witb thoir cars as
,vwil'as bis own, and finde bis own

psare trebled by thoir keen enjoy-

m'Onamma," says Bien, as ebll
tuckse hlm into bcd, Ilit sceee, saline
'et tho time, as if I was se full that I
ot4dnt boIt another bit, When

IMit Thurqby sag that seng-you
rai»cber Ruby. What w.s it? "

Il 3 know shat uay ]Redecaner livetb,"
aasvers Ruby.

IlYes; tbases the anc ;-wben she
a that, I thouglit my hoart 'would

Moli beating."
le»ut wbat 1 likeit best," says

Itibe~ truce ta ber aid love, Ilwas anc
Mai Cary Bang about the Saviour,
t Elss ýwas despised."'

.2twes ail very beautifill, I kuow,
*--carlnga," answors the uxother,
n1$tff yen mueat forget iL now, as acsu
Uisî arse, for it ils late."

."TU next mlorning, Ruby is waket
b~ the zLlaring of her mother. "a)h,
ltbma," 8h ays oftiy, putting ber
&isa about ber mother's neck, - 1 hait
S hWuLifuI itream ist nigbt, aud 1
1XUtteI1 it tu ycu belote yuu gi.t, up.
1 dreamed that Mise Thurdby was j
jw ", o ana bigla rock on the sea-1
wp- sngig Chat sang, ,'I knopw Chat
IW jedeeraer livet.h,' andt wieu elle

Sta that part, 'lai tho latter day
I~'~aistand upon the cartb,' Il

%ht the dear papa rase right up
*of tht~ e, aud walkel un the1
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waWur to Cheo allure, and that MI.
Tudd tuok hîmn by the harid and 1û,1
Limnaui, tu us, and just 'as bu fituw
towardis us, andt caugat yuu in li

aral, I woke up."
Tho desolato mother kisses the

daughtor with tears, but cannot u-
awcr. Beside 'that dream the clark
and atern r.ality In hard tu look ulbOiL
Y et, isonseloa, the child'e hbout cling8
to dis coifort of the dreana.

Presontly lier oyce are caught by an
unwonted daspilay cf colours crn a chair
beside the bed. "4Oh, what are
these 1 " ase cries, leaping ta hier fect.

"They are yours, xny daughter."
"Look bore, Ben 1 NVhrsce dit

they carne frons, niammat IM!.ny I
Oh, iook I look I And heomare yours,
1301a1l"

By this Lime Cils drowsy boy is
wide awakc, and bc pouncoes wich a
elbout uVon the tressurcirs heaped on
bis own chair, and gatbera them inta
big boit. A bock andi a nice aille
hanAudkrchief for cach cf tdisbidren ,
an elogant morocco work-box atuekeit
with ail sorts cf useful things for
Ruby, and a comnplote little tool-che4t
foi Ben ; The Chria.mas Si. .2Vicloloi
for bath, with a receipt for a year'e
subseription, and a nice box of sweat-
zueut-8 tu divide between t.heas-the.-s
arc the beautiful andt niysterious gifte.

l.Wha brought thons, niammal2"
they cry, with ane voice.

IlYour friend, Mr. Todd. fRe hia
t ie paçkuagos coucealeit imitr bis coat,
when hie came for you lest night., andt
when hc rose te go I found thora on
the fluor besid% bis chair, anc naarked,

F oi- tlh.ý Girl,' and the ather, 'For
the Boy.'"»

"*WhIlat makes Iiian do such thiags r
aBal~ Ban, aclemiy.

Il«Gooit.will,' 1 think," answera bis
niother. -fRe soeias te be onc cf
thesc men of good-wili cf whoi tihe
tugels sarig."

tgAnyhow, ld like ta hug bina,"
says the imipetuous Ben. IlDid lie
Say he w ould coime andt sc us a'gain 1 '

.. Perhaps hoe will, ini the course of
the day. Ho said that ho shoalit not
return ta 3iaine until the ovening
train."

Suddenly Ruby draps hier tresures
and fling8 hier arme again about
bier mother's neck. IlYoit biesseit
manama" shl le cries tanderly, Ilyolu've
got notbing at ail. Why didn't sme
cf die good-willers think cf you 1"

"I erhaps they will, beore night,"
anuwers the tuother, apeaking cheer-
fully, andt smilisig faintly. IlBut
whecher tbey do or not, it niakes the
day a great deal happier ta me that
suy obidren bave foundi ge gaod a
frie.ni."

It is a rnerry morning with Raby
andt Ben. The inspection cf their
boxes, and the examinatx.sa cf tbeir
boules, mnakes the time pass cjuickly.

,Suuiabodty*i moving iuta the neat
rooru," saya Bean, coming front an
crrand. - 1 aw a an "~rryleg la a
a table and semne chairs. Quecrotitue
to ilo ve, 1 shoulit think.-

-Ihey are going ta keep Ccariatrnas,
at~ any rate," sait Ruby , Ilfor i saw
them a littlie wvhdo ago, brisiging oI> a
great pïlo of grec a. I

--ra1 s tbey've hired the reindeer-
team ta muve Chois gocca," ays Ben.

-Then, anawera bis mnutiler, -thay
ougat ta bave came clown the chioeney
maztent cf up the stadru"

So tbey bava Cheir littIo jukes abolit
thiu neighbouru, but the cbldiren
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fahave niov-et lacoeas , and CL.-Y at.oe. Wl.hél hie c(nutireat mon-
lite to plit t., i.itu w ofthetiv.,t" the bhj,wreak, asutddun ligit

ujqIfortUll;L> dtfT,.jdt.d 'y~ aiau. ;Ig day t ý- .t atIiugeutie aj'raaag juta Mei éYe, andtaire an ;ia&tar> ViUr ,P. it aliOL !.,1 lij18 ojiened, but .1 I~ uikiy alut
goods. tlacin agtjin. lin l grtïatiy intercated

They are tu bave a big dinne.r. The' in what ho hoears, 1'ut lie in not ga-eatly
turkey, bankerot lifter by Bon, ie net pained by iL. lis friciti wondoris
for thein ta-day , but a mu ia.ken là whetlaer lai Toddib lst saime of
ruasting a in, thîun, axati a few oranges tliA ait luauiy Lendernmoaef the
ant nuLs wiil givo thein an unwoutedI academy <laya.
deasert. Whilo tbey wait fur dinner, IlWAII, Brait Jobn..uan," Lo criest,
the ciiil'ren bcsccch theà niothar ta drawving a long breath, lifter the short
rend ta thoan tho <.,hristaxaas etory in recitalis endcd, Ilthie in a atrnango
Si. Sichoaa. "lIt rucanai se mueb etory. Bit, au yeu Say, thia fanaily cf

acre whou you road," gays Bon, Ilthan vaura eail be found, aud shail bo.
it dees wbon 1 reait." Coame with me. There is a police

Se tiaoy gaLber by the window ; the ntation clown thia way."
unothor in the arm chair, an anc airai The twe mon walk on, arn--am,
cf whicb Bon rest,4, wvith his cheek iu tht' direction of Denison atreet.
agairst Lis aiother'a-Rulhy ,itting Il Hcw miach ini thoro of this m.issing
apposite. It le a îarotty group, and family II, uak Mu'. Tact.
tbe face cf uaany a jasser-by liiLs ni I "Tero'à a wjfo and two ciliidren,-
with pl'rasîîrO as bis eyue chances t0 I hop>e," aasstheo aLler. "lThe
fali upon it. beat wcraan in thte wcrld, l, an<i

It ie now a little luist anc o'cicck, two cf tho brightest cbldren. Sing
and 'Màr. 1liii-artn Tudd, saunitering like iarks, 4t'oLcf 'ena. Bl'eu their
forth frei Lis cuinfortable quarteris at hearta " says the sailor, bruaabing
Parker's makea big way aleng Ta-e- away a te.ar;- I thonglht I elieuli
mont litreon, in the direction -Àf Court, have 'cmu ina rny lap thie Christmnas
Ho i8 going iîowhcru in liarticular, bîut day, ant Il'a tougli ta bc buuting for
Lie thi.nkii LIat a littia walk wvjhi 'ena in this blint fasbion"I
tharpen lais appotite for dinuor. "I t le toaagia," ays the lumberoxan,
Whu lie a!lljIaaclae» Scullay's S.4uaie, ebcring a little. Ho~ bas stoppc'd os
bis oye iigbta u1,on a 1juin atanding dis sidewaalk, ou Deniscu strcet, jusL
uncestainiy upon a corner, ani look- op)posîite Nuanber 4.5. Hoe laye bis
ing wistfuhly amp and clown the streets. htnobis f'iond'sislotalder. «I.ook
The face las a familiar look, ndi as hoeliere, l3rad Johnson," lie sys, Ilwo
itraws a littie narer, Mr-. TudJ xa.,kes arc geing ta tiait Chat wife and those
a su-iden rush for tho puuicit ay- chil ieu pretty soon, 1 sui'jcct. Anei
farer. ycu'vo got ta kcep cool. D' yo heur?",

"1Hello, Biaad ho Lalaots, grisp- "WLat de yotn mean1?" gaspe thls
ing the man by the ahaulders sailca.

"H ello 1", the ather answers, cooliy, The co cf Mir. Ilulibuarton Toditi
drawing back a little, thon, rusbing quaotly ]iftcd te the w-indow 01 the
forward : Il Blesa îy, oywa I la this seccondt stery opposite. 111e frienit'a
Riai Tact?1" oye folIo ws, aud faits an the picturo

-Nebody cieo, oid feliew 1 But wo saw thora a littie 'whlo ago,-tae
bew on earth dit I over know yen i mother iuteut upen tbe b-,ok, tho
Camle te look ycu aveu', yeîar net yaur- chiîdren latent upon the naothcr's face.
self ut ail. Fiftecn ycare, isn't it, There is ne autcry, but the faatbr
since wa mot '1I lifte bis bauds, as if ta hoaven, stag-

AUl cf that," gay i the atranger. gers a littie, aut thon pluniges acroas
"Le'e se, yoîi've been in Lhe se&- the streot. Air. Tedd is after Lira,

farng lino, haven't yen 1" says Mr, anit seizes bu by the collar just as lie
ToJJ. reaches the foot or the staims

IlYes, I bave, bat iluck te nie 1 " "Hait an, mn 1 " Le sys, de.
anawprs bis friont, %vith a aigh. cisivcly.

"lOh, welI," gays Lias bearty lumber- "lYen maatn't rush an that wcmna-t
main, "lithe folks on shbe haven't ail in this way. Yau'd kill ber. Sbe'e
been fortunsate. 'Wlore's your homo, nonn tco strong. WVait bero a few
new 1"1 moménts, sud l'Il break i tu hieu'."

just what l'ai Lrying te fluinit. uLl "Yu'ro rigiat," answors the fuatîxr,
"Wbat do yen menu ? I pressing bis liants againzt bis terapl,-s,
"My dear feliow," geys the atrainger, tsud steadying laimef by LIas watli.

with quavea-ing voice, Ilmy sLip was IlBut yen wan't keep me waitiag lcng,
ivreeked a year and a baalf ago on the wiIl 1You Y"
west coasL cf Africa,; I reachet the 31r. Haliburton Tod-1 lnooke; at the
shere, cuiy ta fanl sick cf s frer, tsar, suiti le lt lu by Ben.
through wbich xny ctbimtiloy niaraci "lOh, Miir. Todd how good ycu are I
me, for a long Lime 1 waa ta %eak Thauk joli a Lundret thousant t'mes !
te mayav; finally, by slow stages, we cry botb the chultren at once.
madour way tu Benguela, tbtu'u wl- IIWeil, 1m glati if yeu'are enjoyedjwaited niontma fur a vessel, aud, tw aly littie gifte," ho answera. '-Bu!
Luake a iung atury short, 1 reaaLcd l've becu Llirking that jour broti
Boston Chia morniug. I went to Cho nieLLer ought ta ]lave a littie of thme
boue that wue mine two y cars agu, ,chc-~ cf this Christma.s as weli as y.iL
and round iL occaLâoed by ansedi rl "Jut wbat WC Sai, aawe- Brai
family,-soit unter mortgage, tuuuy. M1a. Johinson c.,lars a littIe, but
said. They couit Lut Ltl rue whca-s i before aibe cin apar, r. Tact goes
sheulti finit my wifo undt children. I on. "Pardon uit, madana, but what
weut tu the nuigaboure %ho know! yau- minister trald me yesterday of
t.hora, saine cf Litona hatl novet away, your aifaira bas lot me zo take a doep
others were out of town cn Choir interoat in thora. Haw long is it
Christma.s vacation.' Of course, 1 since % oua- bi.aband, left hoee?"
shall fini tLbein aftor a littie , but just "M3i:re Chan two yees, answora
whtre ta look at this moment I dton't the lady.
know." 1 "'Yen have hait Do direct iuteili-

Mr-. Teâti bus ~l4es:ed tj tlais istaay 1 gencr fa-r him- silice bc u-Qnt awn v 1" i
wlth a IJaangiag ec-rcsi of ,,Juntun- "Niue nt ail, save the paixfu1ri
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of theologo of lais vesse!, witli ail or
boatrI."

"lHave you ovor learnpd the fui
part iilnrs or the Ahipwr.'rk 1Il

IlNo; how coutl 1"I 'Mrs John
mon turne naddenly palli.

IBo calme, I iwseeclî you. My den,
lad 'V. I did net suillensi thait yoli
could htave board Buat 1 mi.' juii
rîew, in tire atreet, an eHd friend CI
rnine-and of yours-whio knowa o
good deal about it. And I want tc
aure you, before lho cones ti, that-

tiait the bt.ory aaas it rearclîcd you-wau
-wua consid, raly exarggeravid. thrrl
in ail. Excuiio jue and 1 wili gond in
Day friend."

Mr'. Todd quickly withdraws. Tlao
celer cones sud gees tapon tu naethî'r's
face. Il Mercafail Patlacr " le c cries,
0wlat doles it ait mreni 1 i

She riliet froin the chair; the dent
that Mr. 'fodd lbais lef'c ajar gently
olpena, andi quickly closes. WVo wvil
net open it agaîin juat now. That
pilace in toc sticreil for prying eyes. It
ini a grent cry of joy that fis the ears
aînd oyca of Mr'. 1Balihurtori Todd, a4
ho goos softly down the ataire, aînd
walko Aîway te lais Ilote].

.An heur latex', when the slaock eI
the joy in over a littie, and thae ex.
planations have beon made, and faîther
aînd another and olaildren are Sitting
for a few moments Bllant ina a groat
ponce, thae nature of the humnu boy
bogin8 te assert itself.

"18s n't it," ventures B3en, tîily,
as if the words were a pr.fanation,
"a xi't it about time for damner 1"

IlIndeed it in, nay boy," aaaswors bis
moter; "and l'tri afraid eux' dinnor
ila spi!d. Open the oven door,
Ruby.

Ruby oboys, and finda the poor, for-
gotton chickear donc te a cinder.
"lNover Mnindel'says the nioller. ",Our
ditaner wiii bo a littia laite, but we'Il
find enmothing with which to keep the

JuBt thon, thora, in a knock ait, the
door opening into the new noighboux"s
apartruent.

Il Vhat cari tlaey want ?"l says lMrs.
Johnrsoni. "lPeriaps, my deaii, yoîr
haîd bettor answer the knock. Thoy
are new-corners to day."l

Mr. Johnrson pushos back the boit
alla opeans tho door. The room is
hiug 'with a profuBion ef Christmias
groensr. A brigbt fire blazes on the
huittth. A table in the Middleofe tha
ruet je loaîded with smoking viande.
À. amiling coloaared waiter, with nal).
kin on armua bows politely 'wheai the
door is opencd.

IlEf yorr pieuse, salle dinnah in
ready. ah "l

IlWhose diniier 1" demandu Mr.
Johnsaon.

"lYeur dinnali, sala. Do folkBs
dinnali 'n dis yer front rooan. It was
ex'deryld foe dem."

"Whore was it ordered 1"l
"Ouîcland'a, eah."
"Who ordered itt1?l
"Gon'i'm'n witb gray' ulcerated coat

on, sali ; 1 &can kim kini Up t' ver
reot 'bout 'n heur ago. I wars te git
it al ready 'a' cati yen. jas hait-past
two. y

11,Amether of TOUdS surprises," ex-
ciaima Mr. Johnson. IlWel may
denrs, the dinner la hoe; anti WC
ehould bu very unga ateful flot te pàr-
take of it with thankagiving."

What a haîppy fest it la 1 HowSthe lauglter aud the tears chose eacia
other srolind the table 1I How swftly
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ithae grief and droad of the two dosolate
verr that lire prie, fly away into a

1 i*ar-off ]saad 1
Tlye anîd bye, mrhen the cloth la re-

,ai.»eJ, aia they re areatet arotent the>
ven liri-, Ruby saya, naaaeaagly:
IPaita. did yon reaiy and truly kinow

1 Nr. Totld wlaua yen voere a boy 1 l
"('rtstinly, nry drrrlaig, wlay do

1 cain't qiaito tlirak," aaays the girl,
e "tat lac is i real mai. I t seenis te

me (ta if lie muet ho ail linge!."
I lîlile slle sleaike, tie ange! in

knorking it the> dber. Thoy ai lly te
falrat . tlae% f'atlar itige i hl , the motiier
kiaisea. hua band - thae cildren cini> lis

iknees.

I-Ielp! bcl.p!" slaoats the hearrty
htimbaur'man. ",I didn't conate loe te
bo tuarroted."

'rheri, with maucla laîaghing andi or>.
irag, the>' tell laina Rubya doubta Con-
ccrning Iiiii.

bo an anige!, but, if se, l'ni net awa.re
of it. Angeis lire nct gencraily

admdicteti te the liuaaaber business. And
*you needn't uaiko aray speeches te ame,

l'or 1 laaven't tine te hear 'ena. Fiet
uaa, LiBi bas beon the very reddest of'
ail 1iny> red'letter dayar; tho nierrioa.41 ef
my Chriatînasses; and yen people have
breai thli innxocenat occasion of it ail.
Ani l'em net denc with you yet. 1'Il
have you ail up te my> lunxbercamp
next aranamer ; there's a nice cabin
there, for yeu. Pine vends 'Il (le yen
lots of good, madain. Great fishxng
thoro, Bon! You'll ail conte, werî't
yoi It's aimost tririn-time. Gooti.
bye !"l

And beforo they have time te pro.
test or te promise, Mar. Ilsliburten
Todd li dotvit tho etairs, rîushing away
te thre station ef the E itotrri Railroad.
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I IE tiret number of Hloax anid

SOHOOL, bs been recoiveti
with a gerreral chorus of ap-
proval. It laadurntted, toe

the onet iw>Rutitul Sunday-school paper
ever published in the Dominion, and
wo hope te etili furtber imaprove it.

rh cMtropoiitan Standay-school, Ter-

tiret ordor fer the xiew papex'. Thais
sohool, under tho able superintendenco
oùf Alderman IleuBtead, la thoroughly

llOUaa IN NeLWAY 334 YaPAlRS OLD -Fro-71 Iu9frijIus 1'Lcand of the .&tg.
Sun," in thre IlMthodist =¶Agu l~& or January ~

loyal te ail the institutions andi publi.j In tribrato te tla 0;ofartl
cations ef eux' Church. Vhxile airady Thiacr golti tire naitons ,ring,;
tai'ng large quaintities cf BANNEB, Tiacrefore tlaey offéeoî kolai te Hlm,
PLWAANT HouriS. glid SU~NDnÀ31u, iL Ourr own anoiteti king.
gives en ordex' fer 300 copies of H-oxE Bfè're the niercy-se4t et Goe
and Scnioou We hope thst every 'Rich fnuakincease was paxureti'
achool ia the countr'y that cari at aIl And se tiaey breraglat Hlm frankihicaa
aafl'erd it, 'vili giva as largo an erder n To own Lint Grat and Lord.
possible. Where two copies of the
sanie papex' mow go into a family, by li myrra eznbairnd in olden tiane,

subsitutng Hmz.&D ScooL or lTe deai îî'ere wont te lie:*'xîistittingHoM ANDSciloL onle TIr n navrnia was teken nacet fer Hiri
ofthUena, double the amount ef readixg Whîo ceie on earta te die.
wiii bc obtaineti fer the samne coat.

_______________________ Anti littie chlldron as we nre.
CHPISMAS REETIG. aOrîr, tue, %NOulll cente andi la>'
CHRITMASGREEigOtid, ilead fraaakiîaccnse, aïat inyrrli

Before Ris feet tu-day.
MERRY Christmssel to tae -lrnaa(uHsknl ilbtandred theusanti ef readers Wd"lnnat uRsknl ii

ef PLEASANT Houital That'a Vlaeaae'cr Liant wlvi il; toli
what 1 heax' theî Chrisltmas ]3Y plareaatN, teachers, brethien, frienda:

belle saying as their merry voicea ring bietisorgl
otit, Strong andi cloître tiaroaga th> Tirotac a î''laekykc
frosty air. À sarerr Cltrùfrnms 1 Vby ,Tore tank s yii'ineel uire,.
not'i le it net thae annivorsary of -Andi ask Hln te proteet uas eUhl
the world'a greateat jeyo'ay, 1i It Ourfrtink-rccnet is purayex'.
speaks te us otf tlaeflethlehem stable.L i' l orhut
the mnanger, tha 'Virgin7s babo ; of tho ~<seaiteiperstir
woradering slaepherds, the glad angels, We,îî cvii ten.'as tiere i co-
the curieus wise mon frein the Easat; For paie~nce je our myx'rh.
of the birth of Jeaus oux' Savieur, whio
laid dowxî Hia heavenly creva and À maerrj Chriairas 7 Certain1j
sceptre, and jeineti Hiaseif te a soiul Have We not aIl our pretty loe gifl
and body like yours ana mine, that ieh and eux' nice feasta te ba merry about
might eem uas, maka uas good, and, God gave Hie Son eon the tirst Ciaristmas
therotore, happy for evex' andi over. day tefeast eux'sonnle. Or'littiegifi
Who can bellp being happy on se giad te aach other, and eux' festive tablim
a day as this 1 Yes, Christamas in are enily types of that greatest of if t
mnu-8 ha - the glgddest, xnorriest, that ticheat et ail feasts. Led us.
happiest day la ail tire giadsome yeax', glad, thon, ovor eux' levé- tekers, an
te those îvho know it te ho tihe birthday eur nies diabes, because o.:,.oy ai toli à
ef Jeau>. Let las therefore ail .juin in love-eux' ewn frienda' love and doà'
singing this Christmnas carel: loe to us, la giving us kinti fiieida

land !'ast of al. in the mift cf Ris sea

e,

.1

a

'f

liais is thae day iviien holy men. eux' Saviour Jesus CharistL
Led onward by a star. _____________

To bonw before thec Ncwiy)-Bex'n. .OITZU .co'rousad gentleman, bdeng,
Camefren tlcirirone nai' 1told a very teugli stery, sait i: àaS

TIroir gold, andi lnarnklnccnse-, aind znyrrh. Yeu were an eye.wmitnesa. I suppoa¶Tl
luIra oveî' thtuy bx'ought I muet halieve you ; but Ido notritw

Each gift iwith preci'os naleaning sterec d a e ehieeveti it if Ilad aeeB4
Beyenti the giver'. thouglit1 myseit ».



frai
ligx

fart
mas
mas
Oba
sho'
lat
for
the
bon
dou
mas
aveî
oug
or f
Who
bâti
new
hou
the

1

A Cuînis1Tuîs ScENiÉ j%; NoîuwvA.-From Lu Chailltes IlLand of the Midnight Sun,"Cin the 'Mclhodist Jtagcdne " for Jnuaiy.

OHRISTMîAS IN NO 1tWAY. l are very con 4 rtable, great porcelapin FIEMP'IY TOC'KINO.
are %tbyes Jiuking thein quite warma. y JOSaxrî,uNrgPLAR.

HE winter, aii'd especially tht The domestic architecture la7i < r. >
Chriatmaatide, is the great very pictureaque. The bouss haa!t e Eutoentsîcig

MW snsonfor merry-making in of ten broati Swiss like-galleries and W iutig bîîcy pa c ieyrne
Norway. Tht farinera rest balconica, overhanging caves, carveti '%Vili î,uerest love au,! carf.

n their labours, the tiairy wcurk la doorways anti porches, as sbown in aur The ycarluas brouglit us sorrowr,
t, the ample leiBure ia tîurned inb a~ip4c a' ip the cnt an tkis Bitterest tears and ai Juî;

Aind %ve have lie smiles of grettug
igli festival. Every hamiet and a l bidn W'hen Chîristmîas colns abaiti.
a fa busy, in prcpar!ug for Christ, ho fi s b 2ur, or at a uldn

abaking, brawing, buyiuig Christ- ahown ini both picture8, *very odd 1One littie empty stock.ng
aprasents, oç putting up the lookfug, with overbangin stonies, anti Tc mmid us or ail ourjoys.

istmas sheaves for the birds ast sometimea outside stai It ifaem- The shoutitig et happy veices
wn fa aurAt l'uncling the pretty toya,la ain piotures. Great cart. ployeti for keeping wea* g apparel or But now %ove ltest aur darlcng;

s fgrain are brought ta, the towna stores, probably ta e ns u'e protection The dear bitte (cet are still.
this purposo, anti evory ont, aven in cas af fire. It 1a riecaroi y niteesol a rpysok
pootrest buya a sheaf. Evon the Vithîin thaeîln use, ane sees That Sauta Claus canit fill!
ses, cattle, ahbep and goats, get a qlaiat rmorne, wlîere found great 1some littie cînpty stockiuîg
bit supply ai foodi on this Christ- bedsteatii reach cd by higli stel>, anti There's turne euuouîgl nu% ow t il!
afestival. The day before Christmas, diressera built intai as in thc wall, lViîh man), a loviuig token
ything le ready, the house thor- carveti sheives on w ichisf kept the l'rcssed dowuît .%itli a riglit gooti vill.

hly cleaneti, and Icaves ai juiniper biLle, andi a few cacre bookecupboardas For seifiali it is, aistd amnui,
ir atrewn an the floor. Thent the with aid china, anti o ten on the walle Viuns Ie kno thee re aiie ali

île family takre a bot bath in tht or niantels, oover hie bed, a Pionis Net as se, nor as riclu, as n zut,.
aliose, anti put on clean linen anti inscription or versa scriptitre. Tht
clothos. In tht evening tht eut on the opposi page, shows thae Anti ever uluat, CIod bas talcen

se-father reads frai» the Liturgy or carveti porci of a b use over 300 yeara Soue rmcomnpense surcly bringa;
For out of' the gloamy, uhaidows

Bible. Often tht bouse are fila- olti. We'oe litelota l'vns
mnnhted, vigil iii kept <turing the night, Vhnwu open our hecarts iii the sutishine,
aud the people flock ta the church by ()UR new paper, HoUE AND SciIOOL, Of infiimute love and grace,
torch light. 1o edat u nrsigypp And Wed thal. a Ulirist-lice presence

Early on Christmas morrnng, the) ular PLEASANT HouRs, will be lias tskeu Lgda-d Chrisa plac .
voices of children are heard singing- postfreo ta any address for 30 cent4

"A chifid is born in Bethlehem, ecd, or the twu taoane atidres for 60
Th>-t la the joy of Jerusalein, Cents. This, wa think, is the cheapeet THE COMING 0F THE XIàNo

1H4lleiujah l Haielujah i reading lat the world. Bach of these DY MISS MtARY A. LATJIiLTRY.

The boys and girlshave a joiîy time Ps pers gives fluring the year ait mueh U ftecs h *eMt âe
reading as a l2mo. book of $00 pges ~ Ttttea L icma~urinotof door sports, especially snow for the 1<>., price of 30 cet per single < tOt ortha north, thtsouth, îhey rise:

shoing Te sowsho8 rvy coy ini qaantities, leit than 20, 25 The light of a star iii their lirted cycs.
unlike ours in Canada, being fret» six ceta each ; over 20 copies 92 contii From hetart te licart witli a quielceneti lire,
or seven to, ten, or twelve or aven ab. Froîn cyt to vye through tho ]and afar,
fourteen or aixteen feçt long andi ~ -__ _ _ The message flics with a whispered JO.~

pitdat the antis. Thoy are matie The Editor of PLEASANbT Rouas, begs lite comeîh, .lle corneth 1 behold îlti

of thin fir wood, four or five inches to aclcnowledge'wi h thanke. the receipt sa -

wide. Ther are fastene by a ioop of $1 fram i» BUt . A. Sterling Ma. UO-U
over the foo;ý and are net raised from well, for tho Hlospital for Sick Children Tell the tidinga te lands aftar
the tnow, but slid along the surface. Aloo tho rect±ipt of $1 fran a daaso aie Hcomethi He comecal! behold hà star'

The difficulty is to kcep them parallel. saix boys in the Tilsonburg Mothcdist 1 iNot as a baLe ta, Bethicee,
The natives, Dii Chilliu says, eau Sunday.school for tha Crosby boat, -Lo: ta a craille, but to a throne;
travel with Chai» tau or fifteen mles a aslighit tokon af respect for Mfr. Crownoith a gl ry, and flot with iliorns,
i su hour. jCroaby's missionary enterpriso" lod E e Tht r s citng e ît visio tell

Oaten on Christmas ave, a Chnatmsa bless the boys!1 That is the "Y> tHeat set lohim, aw aiind el!
trac, and danco aud song, andi love. grow up fi sympathy with the grandest The holy kingdom within lias coule-
gifts and mirth, celobrate the happy of cass The, poor lu spirit bahold their Ring.
da.y. Evctn theastrangarisenotforgottan, 1 TUE elgstthmarrsto1c11oRus. 1
andi frienti Paul racci-rod nisny kindiy Tiuab2nst hems rost e&tî that love fil, aw-ake and aing 1
tokeuis af remembrae. The bouse 1 the age. Tel te Zion, « 1 cholti your ling 3'"

PLEASANT HOURS.
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NEWV YEAR PLEDO1!Jk

IIY eO4TasT UREE'ILVr

fionîn Rt"cer
ru! hedrooni, arna
nlorisig, about &.

weck beforo Now Yoer' day. In itis
couincul of th rce, ain overy Ihrger body.
thora wen, differi-t degree of interet
sluown, a witrin enthîînîuuniin, a latîguiti
indîtTerence, andi a tirai oppl'I§itic'n.
Faiti, mattaniau, waa quit-tly plettdiaîg
lier caute, brave, becaiso silo knoev tili
wax rigit ï the girls hlli long àigo pro.
nounccd ber a viaioiiIry plîllaântliro-

it, but wcre ilways reacly tu L bci-
liteti by ber love for lîelpiîîg others.
Ruthî wîI not quite sa aura ; in truta
elle wui alwaya olîtin ta cunvictitti tpon
îiny îiubject, and freqttertly congrat-
ulateti liuracîf tilat elle ad friands ta
tliuk for lier. Gay hati ber minci
quitu B ettlixd; iu fact it alwayi wvatt
settcti ulion evc'ry point, troui tluo
mnoatdesirablo shado for a nw ribbon
to the most knotty point in politica)
ecoxiouîy or politics. Sho now ex-
premeoi Jerser, with a vcry dcciitive tîal
of lier boot hcol on tho fonder.

Il I nover coulti do aaieh a tlîing,
gir>', nover-it fa only oneo of Fîîiîuio's
impossible scliereti, not in the lernat
prîsctical. It sounida very platusible,
everytluing doea when jaîdiciotuly
st.ated; but 'wbeil We cai ta actually
do anything of that kind i t je a very
différent matter front planning it
Most assurediy, it is ofilotîs aend uin.
ladylike ta try to force our owîi viewà;
tîpon others in this way>. Yoîî lnow
bow 1 féei oi the teruptrancti queistion,
but 1 can not oxpect otheri; to, adopt
nuy opinions, and 1 am net in favaur of
takaigr acîvantage or an occasion when
,.va show lîospitality, ta try ta force uîy
convictions upon tliem," andi Gay
sotticti herseif ln the big arxn.cbair, au
if sho feit botter after taking so dcidcd
a stand.

Thora was a pauise after tbis eni-
phatic statement, for te two listencrs
hati no rely ready, and ware a trille
unsettieti in their conviction by Oay's
decideti manner; etirnaturess anti de-
club»u carrying weiglit, aven in a cause
cf doubiful Tailua. Thexa tlîrea yotung
ladies, or "lgirls I cz tlîey calleti theni-
selves, 'were nowv out af achool ; andi
eousIequently were allowed ta give con-
siderablo tiuia ta tho social cnjoyments
of their littie town. Tlîey were great
frieutis, snd found uîsny stibjecti; upon
'wlich they wanted ta, compara notes, 8eo
that visits 'wers frequently axobuengeti.
ThIis year they were, for tht finit tirne,
ta, receive formai New Year calîs, andi
bati dacided that the plessuro coulti only
ftlly haenjoyeditogether. 3&uy wero
the consultations lield about dress,
fiowors, refreshments, aud ail the multi-
plicity af other cares, with which tht
ferninino nîind delights ta burden itacli.
To-day it was a suibject, of grave im-
portance that bsd calledtbemn tOgether,
anti the .o fg wal slipping.atay
without Choir oomiuxg ta any decision.

IlWhat dme your mothersay, Ruth 1"
at at asked Faitb, "suad what did you
tell lier V'

IlYea'" exclaimeot Gay, Il]et un hear
bov tbis achoma stands when iatta
plainly, free frein Frith'a earnestneu :
aile in antircly foo persuasivo to stat o
aeny proposition faitly."

'-For anime 1"' oxclainiet Ruth.
osWell I 1 toid mot.her that o
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aocoptod ler jcwlt4tiôn tu use Or
parlors on Now Ycar'a Day, and e
wan rnuch rplfered to think the bousaï
would bc open witbout a6y rospon-
siblity on lier part. 1 t.cld hfer bow
WC oxpectod te nitaago the table and
overyttng, no wino or course, ad 1
explaluced tlaat FaiLli propouud WC
albould have an album rcady and ak
for the autograph of ovcry caller ; that
on the fliit page of the ttbrnm that wu
should bave a short înledge written,
azd all who wcre bravoe nough to
faver us ;vith autographa bound tireni-
selves te aliatain tran any drinik thait
would iratoxicate."

"Piedgod for onoyear," added liaith.
IlOlh 1 yen, I told lier if wo bail the

pledge WC wouhd mako it for a year,
becauRo thon so naany more wQtild. be
willing to aigu ; eho said she tlîought
it wau rathr.r au innovation but ta igit
do. Bue gave ber consent freuly,
trusting te or jîadginent net to do any-
tiig unwise. Papa sad ho thougght
iL naight bc just an veoli to make the
piedge for ail time, altiorgli we znigbt
geL only a few Damnes ; but a few
plêdges fer a lifotirne are worth a groat
uiauy paromises nmade for only a year.'

IlOh 1 ne," sajid Faith earnestly,
"theoare meo mauy cf our friende wvlo

do nOt knowa tliat they are in danger.
If they weuld cnly stol) and thinli,
enly have a yeux te consider, they
would sec their peril. And iL is net
ait evidence cf weakniess te be unvilling
te, bind ourselves for a long ime ; 'WC
alwaya li.ke try anew plan before we
adept it. So naany havé sturnbled inta
sin and ame hardly aware flat theylave
done sei. If they gzet back into the
right path fer a, yoîar thera e i e foi
thein. IL is net the experienced tain.
Pentîncýé workers that WC want te bled
tighierI but w antte geL theattentiot
cf the undecided and thouglesa."

<'That sotinds very reesonable
Faith," said Gay thoughtftîllys Ilbal
who, for instance? I casueL think ei
avy ene who is se weak as net to kneii
tais danger."

"lAh! that je the trouble, the oe
'who are beginnieg te drink mod6rately
taldng a glass 'occasionaIly, are tht
eue ef whorn wu ahould b. least likel,
te, hoar ; vo may hclp where we leas
expeot te do lt."

IlDiii your mether say anything cisc
Runth 1" asked Gay.

"4She eaid something about aur bain
likeil, and seemeil te thiek iL woulil ne
give offence."

IlThat is anothcr tbing 1 tbought Cf.
said Gay, I know if vwe carry ot
such a plan, sel many will think î
quite proer because cur parents stan
Weil in societ3' hers; and are we nc
taking advantage ef those who have
regardt for social distinctionsY'

IlNo," ggid F1 tht, IlI think itI
enly using for gond one power bcstowc
ce n. If social standing enables i
te do aieything cf this kind vo are nl
jusatified in standing baek as we cUis
vise would.",

IlYeur arguments are quite ovE
pewering, ny dear," said Giay riii
and wrapping ber shawi aroutnd it
'IlCorne, vC must go, arid lot Ruthg
at lier inusie."

Se the twco fricnds toek leave. lu

TtDQwed Éo -Conversation with bett
hope bf success bene there 'vas on
ont te cenvurie She used semetina
to uay that iL voulil mot be impouiil

tecenvince tlhe world cf suy truth
the world conld bo taktn. one at a tin

" lYeu wili think cf it zoriously,
pleaae, Gay, said Faitia.

IlNow, PaiLla, I have tbeugbt et a
comproniito. Yeti and I are geltag te
reclvo calls nt Rutiî'e, Yeu have theo
albium and ask for as mny autographe
as joti pleane; I Witt givo yen mine,
but do net ask me te take any active
par0.

"No, lned 1" exclairned Faitb,
"that would nover do, I amn quite

willing te Laike Bey amorînt cf work,
anýbear all the blame ef fallure, but

tmuet have the weigbt ef jour inilui.
erîce. I nei yen te counteesece the
plan. 1 have neyer forgotton Mi"a
Fester'a illustration te show how ranch
moreto we ight aocompliab thrcugb
niteil efforts."

IlWhat vas thati dear, patient mise
Foster was se bountiful with her
ailvice ail tbreugh our sehool.days, that
r have nover bean able te sort up hier
viedoru aed label iL for future use."

"9She mced te, say, 1 What if cacb
litl dropî of water je the Falls of
Niagara. would thinle, l«I amn s0 tiny
and inarignificantIL eturely la not so im-
portant thatI 1 boulil go devu, I am se
Binit, my weight is airneet notbing."
"Supp)os half the individuai droas
ceuld tbink the saine, rand aet upon
iL, what a woak fiinre there veulil
be instead ef grandeur; but ail
' unite and go dlown wiil a plonge
and wbrat a powor iL is.' Nov,
Gay, I believe ail that Chrisitian peoplE
bave ta do te work a reformation, is te
corne down, each rdL1h vhatovcr weighi
et influence ho or elle bas. It may hi
influence gaineil by learning, wisdom,
or good neca ; p rbapa I il a in l th linfluence or the crne mare WhichygoRltoward maka.ng up a Majorlty; but
wbatevor iL le, they aught te comi
dowu."

"«I'm convineFd against my bette
il dnient," said Gay laughing; "lgo ou

Faith, sud 1 viii uphold yen in auj
Sthing, or rather coule down, if yeni pre
rfer to Be express iL," aud with a cberr

49Good-morning," Gay turcd towar
h omne.

New Year's meruieg davueil briga
3 and clear, snd at au early boni- the th re
î' frieuda met te givo the finiahin
t touches te the already tasteftili

arranged parlers3; flowers bloomed i
tpets on niantel aud brac'k-et, aimai

mak-ing eue foi-geL that their season wur
g se long psssed. On au unpretendin

it little table, ie the bow window, la
the book 'which had been the cause
sile much anxiety, a good-sized auit4

It gx-aph album, bandseruely bonnd. Ti
it firat page vws tastofully decorated vit
il a wreath of' forgeV-onots, the wer
)t cf Gay's sikillftl bande; bers va
a vi-itten the pledgo, vbich vas ti

resuit cf somoe theuglit con Faith's pari
je J.ANU.AnY lat, 1881.
ýd We, te uudersigned, do borel
le promise te abstain frein the use of ai
Dit intoxicating drink, for one year. A
!r- God help us 1

vt as Gay's vish that the vendu
r- cf the plcdge should bc very simp)
ig cxplaismng that sbe had an averuion
.r-. seeing a &,.%.ple stateant buried in
,et veiglit cf vends; a promise vas

promnise, juat a s unly as it, only ce
id ziated cf" e, as if it vas campes
Lb cf a multiplicity cf staternents.
or Friands began te corne eai-ly, si
ly the. fir8t «xpatience vas a trigfe d
e couraging, but naL a disappeintuer

)ie Mr. Binmons, vhese lavender gloi
if betravcd tho man cf fashion, vas t

le. frst ciller ; ho vwu eWaiv éntertain

and aceemod reluctant te boave the
merygrup. It badlbeodcidoilthat
Faith ehonld bo the firet te aïk for an
autograpb, thàis elle did ie Loy wordo,
and was grectoil by thie incivitable,
"lAv indood," fellovoil by "lAh I
quito Unique. 1 eau yen have met yet
beonu laveiared, no rcally, ladie, you
must excuse me." And ho bowed
hîmseif onUL

Faitb'a disappointment vas lest in
amusement at Gaty's indignation ait tihe
robtif ; IlQuite unique, indecil, afralid
te aiga hisnaine finit, that je always
the way with aballew minda, se anuch
afraid cf getting ont cf the ondinary
rut."?

.Many caller8 followed, a large mn-
lority sigeed, aud varied were the
motives wbicha led te their doing Bo,
the minister's ready acquicicence and
bis cordial: "lThis is encouragirrg, te
mc yen carry the temperance question
iute social lifo, may yen bo blr-Sed in
tiais effort," was a atrong contraat te
the hesitation of eue young scheel
friend, wbe celaured deeply as ho
handed back theobook, saaying, "lt doeut
hait behieve I can keep it, "but 1 wili
try."f

"And this," said Faita, gravely,
peinting te the luat few varda of the
pledge, "l our assurance that yen ill
net try in vain."

Some signeil becauBe they feIt under
obligations te the young ladies for bas-

ipitalty ahown in the past, others
because they diii met want te appear
disobiiging; one, hecause (as hA after-
ward said), Il soneil te be thre thing
te do,-" ene er two, bacause thes
ceuld net resist the appealing lock

afrcma Ruth, and vere willing te dc
evon gi-caLer things te vin ber favour,
S SeversVhad neyer beforo been askeý
te aige a pledge; tbey did net beloeý

r to the clsam wvo frequent Lompertinc(
ymeetings, aud would bave coeaidereî
iL a rudeness fer auy ene te have thrus'
a pledge before tbem. They were ne.
even moderato drinkers, but mighl
have been called eccasiairil drinkers
To saine, if. was a revelation that ycunj

t ladies cf culture, who woro fashionabli
1' clethieg, and coulil entertain wcll
g were rcally intereste in l a refermatiar
y se often associated only with age, staii
n anners, and raLlier duli prayer-meet
it inge.

aBut aven wiLli se ranch encouragE
g ment, Faith was net quito satisfleil

ythe eue for wheni ehle hadl watched a]
>day go aniriously, did net cadi.

te Raipli Emerson bad married Faith'
à unly sister but three ycars before, an
k already hall appeared the shadow c
18 that cleud which darkeus s0 an

ae ousoholds. it wras net a troubi
~:which coulil ho told cf, cor witli whic

a friend cerld openly sympathize. O!
)yne i aey eue wonld have sceuted tl
lyidea cf Ralph's being actually drun

-se ceai-s a word could handly 1
IY usedin lu cnnectian with se poiisbed.
Ig gentleman, and yet-Faith know tx
Le, veli the secret of ber aisteenr huai
to eyea snd failing spirits; and as a]
a greetedbler brther-in-law rather la

in he ftenoo, i wa wih asinkuz
heart that Elle noted bis flushed cheel

d C.A long cal], ladies, becauso nl
uln eue," ho said, gaily ; 111 have a

ad soiyod my greateet treat for 'tho lasl
We For more than hait an heur
It. lingerod, snd stili Faith laced coUrûý
,es te maire the request, which devoir
ho on hier, the othors being engaged.
ed laL,ý rather henitatingly;
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Wclcemno Christmuas 1 dcar old Chlristmas J
Pet aur livra stem closer jrawe--

Gloser draun inijo or sorrow,
On oun maceh-ýIvcd Christain mer».

Wttlcorne ai tnet brings us earn
Te orSaviour's Houle abe. 1

Wclcorne ail -which inakes tire« de&-er, *
Su-cet "Iod Mlory" et ofie loveai

Yenarg and old, anti hidgh auq.IDewly,
Loin ta raite lthe Song ainm

Singwithauges " and-lioly,-
Pz o Cmgoa-'wIdllto se

-..Suday cri IA'mt%

,i.0tcittic «

"Ralpit, I vaut 6 Now Yewwrn auto
graph ; nisy I Lave itI

"Crtaily, my ment amiable iiistt.#
"flt thore.are Loctrtatn ceuiditie

atticael-.-scea Il
Ho rend tise pieulgo alowly, thon

closeil the bock impatiently.
"Se this ini a tralp set for miet"
"No, Rglpli," salid Faitth earnoetly;

fibelieve me 1 ancrait ne0 ofY.nm WVs
have asked overy oee vho calleit te.daLy,
andl Beac naines."

*Re glaeced through the bock; bas
fraund8 moat cf thoin-nnd surely in
s0 goodlv a cornpaey, ho would 2sot
b hoaameil te Bieo bis naine; net oe
reforrned drunkard nmong thew ; a
fow lie knew 'wenld olton take a social
glass, but if they bail nov. îlebarncd
themselve8 for a jear of that onjoymeut,
why net jein thetau?

Atter tee cr flîteen inuttW es'lait-
atian, durng vhich, ivith ready act,
FaiLli vas seemingly eccupied ie an-
ether part cf the recul, bu toak tho
peandr bastily vi-oto bis naine; thona,
ais be bade an abrupt !' Good-bye"I te
the girls, te Faith ho eaid aside:

IlW. wiii net di8aus this; ne
vords, remember,; I have a special
aversion te setee."

lIeu- deep tvae Fitb' tbankflness 1
As the girls sut round tho fire late tat
eveuing, anîd 'disciued the day's
pleasure ; Ruthi counted the n*mea

*andl tniuuijhantly annaunceed t'ho
enumber.

Tho naines, as vi-itten, migl4t b.
quickly coueted, but vite cari. estiruate

*the resuit of titis ene act cf the girls, the.
paver of tihe mighty vave juet set in.

*motion, the i-cal, carnest tboughtsq
started, Lte gecil resolutions forineil,

> the paseible evils .choceti, bezauBo
taken le seasnn.

CJHRISTMAS PICTUIlE.

I ,4.IILDllN'S Vaices-soft, hoiv voicca,
\e Sigingswcctly irn thre street,

Hleclle.n er thre cold that piinele-4.
OJr tho eiiillinag rro% aud uet;

t 'rVlilo thcy tell tire wundreuâ stary
Of tircir Savioursa lova te sui

Hou- Ife le4t Ilis tirera or giory
Fora Ith hrumble cattie sat;B n ilcins tIet airgel wiipers

> Blond iviairihe ioved words &gain,
1 Of the cliildrerr' iristias aurthein,
1 IlPeste ou carta, good-.wiiI tomen 1"

r'Tis a fîneside quiet loaely
Fer thre joy tiret passe ray:

,. Deati lins corne to claïni a tmesuýo
erreetbe last bright Chriat.n Day.
An an its in siieriL sarrau-

LtOpposite t vacant chair,
Thminrg that iv'ith cach to.naorrow

She tout niss has presence lcre;
STill thc cliildren's lialiy voiea

dl Reacla ber tramn the, windoiv, whcu
lf lu tircir sang ber ircart rejoices:

y lPeace on earth, gond wri L e n 1"

le Ileme, uhere all arc veeli and nierry
bh Little eltiirir full af gire,
J, Deckinr "'it tie hout' bcrry

atEver, ioole tiat they catee sec
Friest have irel, a long tanne parted,

Pieuty crowuns tire ivinter stoe;
Je Âed they ar-e'the liglitest-leantcd
a WNho did net (argot tire poor.

te Frein the eirehi thre bala are seuding

'y With the clilldreasvoicca blerrdirg:
le "1Peace on carth, goad-will to, men 1"
te

~1I

I



PLEÂSANT HOUIRS.

[ 1711Z UËST CIIISTMAS SOY

r jj..>LEASE,ý grandmuanima, tel
aiý tory?.

ridthe cliildren olle aud ali,
yroiti tlirt*year*elèd baby Alleu

To Harry lie grua axi tâili
I'V0,11 bojuast as st111, ail kliten
To overy . ,ri you lay *

Thiun cosi lgly puleatd 0h swvet volue
Of incrry, inlsch'ievoui 'MANa.

UA

ehpiî grndnioflaor looked tala .aii
l,'no i er seat fia thxe a! - ira-i, pi tir.".

NVltlî a twiiakle or pnîide In lier "vo i 4 si

On lier gnand.chlillrti rûsy anal ftir.
"Weil, dara, %%laaf ièhalh. LIa' v> 1-v

You'vo 'lioet OXI)laated iaay store'-
Oranduîxotlit-r scarLoli' lnotra. ihat t,, tell]
. That sllc lins flot toIt! bef<'re.

11O1, aîaytlîîng you bell, eraii l'liq.
la BleuO es aliee Calt be

Andl the little cager fies
Looka-d ia ia eXIaecbauit gse

Wflien llarry apoko out, graveI'
Il Oruiadîîa, Iîkaae tel) uts t"î 1ty

Or -the Balle iniih flIoly îiaaiagor,
Born lu Befhileheîi faîr nîvay..,

P1vo hecard you tel) tbat story,
*Jiist aftaun anal offen be'iure,

But ilt nananr gaoau oId on tireîninîa,
Andl 1 love if mto anad more. "

Ynon grandrnotlîei tolai the btory
That laen lieart lield of pri.-t 1-.,s %vorfh,

The stony ai' glad re-deîiîptaoaî
For flue slifut iiilliona ri cinfa.

And tse littlo aituincil faces
Gret angely briglat ta lîcar

A*an that wondroutsstaîrv
san accait tender an imar ea

llulo the chii!traîî, froat hîaly Alice
To Ilarry zo gve ana lbail,

Fronouîc t1se grand "old atonv"
The ver>' 1be:t, f i.'*

A CHIsTMIAS SONG.
DY Eft. . F. Brri-.

~tHRISTMAS L'as, laol> day.
'Dty or ai1 tuie ycar.

Grecen %vitît laoliy, gladi wîth $ilies,
Fuil af huanit aicer.

Thea min goes low, love risses lîigh
Cold is the motlcr earth ;

But tender tlaaiglats, nt fniagrat deeds,
Ania fresh laopas laavo fhiti li

Christmas Day, lioly clay,
'conau onîce agalua 1

<aittil it atd garîsatiti, songe anal belle,
WL' Ciur in thty reign

Btit undtr ail our carelesus inirtji,
lVe thiuîk of wliant we ao

To Hini n'ho caisse tixat CUai..îfnias Day
Long cens furies ago.

Christmas Day, holy day,
Thy girtsa]lave lîttle îvorfli,

if ive wtli outward aigri of jus'
Forget bliat ivoidrotîs Lis lia.

Tien ivotld bnesks out lu %viaiter blom,
To mak-e for Him a crowaî,

Wlao lcift the realin o! trait!>i and! leare,
And te otn vonlal camae down.

Christmas D&S, ly dli',
Th~ voice unys fur anïI widc:

AUUwo hiave lanidsi or love, sanie part
Of wlaat tIlion hast, <livide.

Bound ta thé p<our is bouuid t a linai,
"Thel>our ya hiave alway'.

,,e tnak'efli thue, ta lîcants thiat love,
Ail tinia a belv day.

Cbn3tmasJDay, hioly dav,
D)ay or aýl buta. S'.

Gomn irtll hiolly, gisal with smiles,
Full ot houmax clacer.

Thse sun gmc lawv, love riscs Itîghs
Vaid le bise maothier carth,

But tender thunglat4, ian!1 fiigzrat Jeeds,
And fresh liepes hlave tii-l birtis.

Tim annotineenit af the Mum-
>nSsm M&.aiz< for 1883, la onîitted
front thie number cf PLRASANT Il OURa.
~ee hast nunîber for our splendid pro-
reammearud peemium. Several echoola

Save talion thse Magazine ie quantifies
If feom 4 te, 10 for several yeama Tbîiy
Émd it cheaper and more papular, than
Lbrar>' bocks. Write for eue specisi
ate. te achoals and for specimenh,
rhi wili lie meut free an application.

11IUSTMAS MISSIONARY
OJFERINGS.

u E wssh overy toucher an(
achetear in our Stinday
achoolft tho hapjaipat Christ
mas aud, New Year thal

thoy have over known. )Vo knaDm
thaRtour faithftal, hardirwarldng teaxck
ers bave ait thli en yosr tirouga ber
uauwing the scella of happineta in tlaa4î
own boule end the Boule of aLliers
f rot which wu trust tlîey eali renj> il
rich harvest of rowards We wiah ai
lîresont, JiQwever, ta tloI ur youinges
friands liaw tlaoy maxy niake the Climait-
nias and New Ycair season. daufily
happy te themeelves by the con
siciotiensa of daing samothing for tht
causse of Uod, and et the siani tirn
gle.idtln tho bearts of rnany il mission.
aryle faniily sorely straitcncd aiu
account of tlîcir narrow incarne, and
alaao hell> ta ecnd tho privilogea af the
Sunsdity.school and theo preaching ol
t he goi'pel te znany Who have theni
naL.

Ood is openirg doors af uefuinesfi
ini différent psrta of aur own country,
axmong now sottlers in the backwoodu 'dits 3iliermon ini Nowfoundland, the
Frencht in Qtuebcc, the Indians in the
great Nortlu.IVest, and the nation af
Japan, fastuer than the Churchit l pro
pareil ta enter themn. Everywbere the
cry is heard, 1,Came over and holp us."
The fields are *waving white unto the
harvest an every side, and tho Chnrch
af (lad is bidden ta tbrust ilier sicle
axnd reap) this harvoat af imexurtal
seuls, and it nlay nlot without guilt
negleeL this salonîin comnmand.

Now allthiarequirca moay. These
peoplo te *wbom aur missianarics
mnjister are xnany af tbem very poor
and cans do little for theniselves. But
wlaat littie they can do thoy do olteer-
fu>'. At one mission, at French
River, nearly a hundred miles fromn
tho nearest white nistionary, and only
recciving his visits about once a year,
a single famil>' cantributod one year
$26. Now we want overy girl and boy
in aur schools te ionl interested in
theso Haine, * Indian, and Japan
Missions. Have your missionary box,
and always put in it some af your
pocket-money, especially lit Christmas
time. Every echool, ovcry elasshould
hiaveoana af tho boxes. The Rev. Dr.
Sutherland at Taranto, aryour ministor
wîIl be glad te give thelun if npplied ta.

Our schools lin the pa8t; ycar have
dona iîably,raising $21,560, an increaso
uf 5,737 in twoyeare. Ciauwo notbave
another increas like that or greaLer 1
We hope that ait aur Sainday-schlools
will put forth a viparoue and eyutematic
effort te maire the luvenilo CJhristmas
oCericg this year larger than it bais
eve,: been before. In recognition of
God's great Christmas gift te ail mnan-
kind, let thern la.y upent His altar an
offering that sbatil dec1hre their zosi,
their diligence, and their 'Osire for
aue glory of Gc-d and the salvation
af Bauts.

Now for a genseral and. a generous
effort for thse largoat Christms offering
over prented by the schoolit of' aur
Cburch ta the causn of Christian
missions.

"Gvr nme 100 preacisers whis foar
notbing but sk n sd dosire nathing
but (lad, and I care net whofber tbey
lie cleegymen or laymen. Sncb alcène
will shako tise gates cf bail anid set up
thé kingdom. cf (lad upoxa oartb.". -

'l F ngxt out Sa, jour Chln an, aI,rn
go eonvient kege.ids sav.-

C tr.,w* tYv.r ieour tili day,
An i kv ouRIlt, wi th lut, r àilg throgsi,

r The irld to waktn swîIl.
* 'th tliankrtit lrt mi aini tîua te

Thio Iaoly I Laiai.t,

gito t th~wbe I. vi1nd li A tffl
liait ..u I. a %%r iia.a% lu .

Vfilsa'baagt, lîctue lwfall

1.1ke thnt baitio I. lirsitinua*gîlf or luve.
III r.azvt. i.tir.v,4t tetiflla,

* 1 Lat tila <t .4,4 1lia la'-itieî abave
- Tu einfai 188n on <'arthI

The' îight the huisg %vas txoni, tfau #àars
shia t, kwvl 1.ili.mî

t t out ont a dli'n.
]luat saî'deaai flirir ratdiant fara

* ;pý jbI and oi. tl fint di,îî,
Wle enfl îie i main lir-aie <an uaagl<k'

S îivhl ilusie litver veit linîl rig
Oaa iiîontil üansi ùl théri.

As ruîag vtIai lioly angina Atiîig
- Uuadall aij trae tu it il.

Su. là Waisnuitie pgIry itev et raine
Ilefore oit iîaortaI ) en,

As cause. inîtuai thav, v. th feet oif flaine,
Caisse troolwaig *luwa tltoikies.

Andl if una tit finst Ctîristmas-tiie,
'flîixast wonld liac ta cali

To holie and (iod, ils aoweeet chimce
The~ beill of iieaveni rang rail.,W'ttlil b l' traaisge, if cdu atateet
0f tlaf t anscenldant, straxtl

SIioula ruu o'erearta witli foothteps icot
And! aruswr back again 1

Siîif, arigtis, nover ceaso to bing,
li i first-borig of the ï-ky!

Crv, eva'ry hceral-l ut thae Kinig,
Ili, glorious aîlveît, cry!

But angel (rois the licaven above,
Or lierald of the morts,

Coull itever siîig t.he Long of loveo
As men :-that Christ ia hon

THE BABE IN TH1E M1ANGERT 1Eroughly-howed trotîgh ef
atoana under the alhelving rocks
in_ the bis about Bethlehemi

once contained the world's hope. Ilere
iay a littie helplosa infanti, the mighty
Redeemer. IlYo shall find tho babo
wrn1 îped in swaddling-clothes, and lying,
in a manger," saisi the angel Inessenger
ta the shepherds.

Such ie the wonderful wiedam. and
ordor af Got!. Tho greutest tf ings are
brought ont of the snaslest. he great
leader and lawgiver of rsrael waa faund
a weeping babe in the lags af the Nule.
David!, the renowned king, 'wboso eling
slow Goliatht, atnd who led bis armnice
to frequent victory, was a littie prnt-
ting balle, and a merry sang-inventing,
but devant ghephtrd-boy. Ilis son
Solornon, the wisest of' kinga, learned
tLQ lisp tho firat syllables of' lanaguage.
Ail the wise and geat, the miglîty in
batl or inwisdam, once wero delicate,
tiny babes on their niothors' besoins.
The gefteration tixat sh-ill carry on
the buyài.ness of the world is raclced in
the crib to-day. The good and te
wise, who sahl think for and bloes the
race, and tho criminls grost and srnall,
wbo shall carme the worid, are the Bui-
lir.ç cherubs that coo in crailles
to-c ly.

,About the Lime that JeasE lay in the
manger -at Bethlehemu, another chiid
was a mothose' peide ln a city ovor in
.&sia Mlinor, and sanother tise joy of a
householdin Galilee. rite fond niother
of one cslled ber son Saul, after thse
firat king or Isesel. The other celUod
bier brabe by a naine tisen held ie honour,
Judist, Tise ans bocanie the rentwnied

spo.tloofJomu, Ptu, tise other beamo
bis betraeijr.

Thoe future groatcsa d igloryr of
tho world in In the germe cf today.
The forcatu tisat now caver largo por-
tions cf the earth wero bon n ulp ini
the aumo's, and rnta, and sood of a tlaie
gene by. Tho Ia vers and flu or'
next yoar ara to.da&y hidden In tao foldii
cf littlo buds, and the groat barvestm
thait are to provido food for te rail-
lions af nmen, for thea boauta that labour
for them, andl the other countlesssarmies
cf living creaiturem, are Iceo u) in
duiinutiva seed.germus or in tesider
blades tuait a cliild miglit ciruatis villi Ita
tiny biand. Tho miiisern, the etraten-
men>, thec inventera, thse %cientista, the
toilchers, the-raîlera, te armies cf bath
workers lit oery walk of life, are P>day
brothorsand Bâatera tai tise Balle in thse
Manger.

t

~ING out, Se nucrry bell'!1

imei, <'Id litdly.rnwiî'al Chri truaas agalu I
Mlle as a dallai ut Play.
Ka'ejinig his laollday.

Welcoînie llisa ini lioituIle auiow.paak anad
lein.

I'p wifli thse iolly bough.
raen froi> thae %Inters 1-rw,

I.o<k uip Sour booku; lettre yoair aièret for a
da.Ont te the forest go,

(ljiuherthe inish'tor,
01<1 andl young. rich andl pour. up, aund away 1

Up wjts the holly bough I
Ave, anal thse laturel, 110wè;

lIn %wlh thac tèle lui; aiad brigbter the lacarths
Qairit, laeci lithe agadn.
Coa with tlhc joyoîas train,

Lauglater and iîusicand f- letidslip sud iinf.

Up uvlfh %-nn holly bough>,
Iligli in aid1 a nor-houte,

Garnilàli thse entiers fhsat bangi in the hall
Yesa, anid tho îîeck of corn
W'itla a gay wre,.th aidors,

Rich as lite blooaa on flatseobtager'a wILt

Weralth has its daities noir,
Christian, Yeou wîll allas.;

Tlsiaak, tlac>, ye nacli, wliilo Sour tables are

Think of thse necdy ues,
Plovtvrtv'a stnicluen sons,

WVcopiug, white cbaldrrn are cnying forbnead.

Ring, then, Se znerry belle 1
Ring, tili Sour nusis aWells

Ouf. o'er flue menaîbaia andl fan oer flie main 1
Ring, tdli those chefriesa <ninc

eili all voaan ina-ny toules,
Singiug, "Conte, Chrsnlas, Aain and again!"

I5'ids A awke

THE ANGELS' SONG.
WurRr 1 Turm yourem casartis.

ward and naL ekyward. .Angels eing
naw on tise glound, nat above IL A
girl le injured by another, snd gays
wordts oaf fargiveness. That is thse
angels Binging. A boy finds bis borne
ie a snar! cf contention, and syis
sursny, kind wards. The angele siig
sagaie. Dont Cbristmas nigist, spona
your tirne listening at the window for
a seraphic singer up ln tho azure, but
down here say loving words, and yen.
'vili rnake augel.meaic yoursolf flat-
ter tisse sentimental bassrgauzing ln
attendanco toi practical dut>'.

A-14Y persants havlng copiesl of
,pLlCA5ÂT Hous for Sept. 24, 1881,
January 14, 1882, May' 27tIs, 1882,
or ai SUY.raI for Deoembem 19, 1881,
wiii oblige by seediag themn to titis
office ta coplote fie co

SEbeg te acknowledge tse, reWspt
oi $1.30 from the. Maple Grea Eun-
dsy-schael for sendini relWgon., resding
te haipitals, ec. ;
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PLEABANT HOURS.

TUl IIflLLY.

Agitrlaîîu brighlîtfr ('hrimtîîîas day
Lo, as wlieî ail the &animuer trecs are sceen

80 briglît anîd greg le,
TI:e Iolly leaves thedr fadelesss hues dittiiay

L.s. briglit titan the)y,
litt when tho bear nad %vintry wvoeda v s
W'hat dIieuî ,o cheerful as the lîaliy tru 1

LESSON NOTES.

b6TUII.5 IN< 1iHF Ai-rS OV Tii AVOSTLPF.

A.l1). 30.) LESSON 1. [Jaî. 7.1
Tîî* AM'ENDI)iG LOILI).

À.cli 1- 1.14. ,Commis Io, tnemory terses 8.11.
Goi.ai TaxT.

Aîîd Whcîî ]u hatl rpokers these tlîings, Whiie tbey bc.
bll, lie 'vas taken up). Actas 1. 9.

1. Tlhe Prcîiîise cf the Fnther. v. 1-8.
2. Tho Farrcwcll of the Son. v. 9-11.
3. rthe l'îaycr for the Spirit. v. 12.14.

Ti)tx.-A.D. 30, forty daya alter the resurrection of

1>î,.mn.-Nel;ar Tiotlinny, on Mount Olivet.
Exria~Aao~s.T/îeorm t t caise-,Meaning flic Gos-

uelvaccorîling to Luke. Tet(ci&orn«p-By asnrding ta
bea est. Cotitnan-ditits-Tiic oiaî te preacii the
Gospel te ail Uic Icr'd. His passiot-is sltferiuiga aiid
dratti oit the cross. Sem...oty days. Not a.Ilthe tinie,
but occasioaally, tlîriig rorty (ila-$. AssniemUca..w.th
1/îem-Tlîiss refenu ta (lirist's ]ast soectitig WithU% di is-
cipiles nfter his matin rvctioiî. Xnt dépar 1 irons Jesrusaitnn-
Je.us% %'iblid his Gospel te ccn: 'lcace in the îîlacewhec ho
auffrrd andi died. The ltoni>e of thte Fale'-Tlie tie-.
mishe tliat b>ce the Fatiier Wauld send lus Spirit upor »the
disciples. Iletore ayait, lte khîigilo-Evcîî thctheUi dis.

ilîilv.4 xliccted Jeatns ta set up a throiîo like eartlily kinge.
Teici r te iaso3--'li tiiewlieiî Gcd >wili cstablisli bis

kiîisgom in tIi. %orld. liViteas un-le nie-Ta preaehi thts
* - Go%îîel of Chribt. 1l'hilà tltey be3eld-Cliri,.t asccndcd ini

full vicw cf his diàciples raknt sq>)-By ascifing te
litaven. Tc ven-Aîigcls in forta cf mna. Mens cf
cGaliice-Ncarly atl the dîieapes cf .Tçaus came frota
I;alilec. Sht st) coine-Jesîts li at mine timo rcturn
ta ste eartii. Sabbat-sday*s jour-ue -A little lisa tbai a
utile. ier rown-erliaps the upper rocta where the
last suiîper liad takeii place. JV/ere aWoe-W 7hlerc tli
discipiles met togctht.r often. One-s .r&'ffd-United, witi
cite heart, In i.rnyer- cr tie fulfillment cf die promise
of ver. 4, 5. liVIZ the iculnen--Tiec Who Watchec by tic
grave cf Jesiis. Thte imoter ff eas-.)Intionc-t here for
tic list tinie. lires ltrelitr-Soas cf Jesepa nad Mary,
wlio et cite tinte bail not belitecd iii Jesus, but wcre con-
viiiccd by bis rcssurrccticn. One cf thce,Jaues, was after.
warti cnsiderctl as ait apostle.

Whcre do wc finti in this lessn-
1. A bicssing that disciples of Christ may receivet

2.A wcrk tiat disciples cf Christ ahctîld do 1
3. A hope tlîat; disciples cf Christ inay cherishi1

Tînt Lzsacre CÂraousnu.
1. Towvrhm did Jests appear after his resurreetica i Te

bis disciples. 2. Dut iîg hcW many days didi lic appear te
theml Du Iring forty dnys. .3. 'WVbat did le promise theti i
The powcr cf the Hioly Ohost. 4. Wiiat didlic comatad
them ta ho? Witnessu8fa is name. 5. What <id Jeans
dont tic cend cf fcrty <laysi Hle ascend&d thelaven.

DocriNAL Sro~î~.Crs secotnd ceaing.

4. 'What did the Prophets foreteil ccncerning thc coming
cf Christi

Auîcng ether thirige nbicb the Prophets feretolil con-
ccrning thc cousineof Christ, thcy dcclared that a Savicur
sthcid be bora cf tSie stock of' Abrahamu, cf the bouse cf
David, and in flic town cf fleth'cbem.

A. D. 30.] LESSON If. [.Jan. 14.
TitDrSCV.isDltio 8i'IitT.

Ada.£. .16. ' <oD'nîm to metn-orY vss. 1.4.
GaLasi Taxa.

And they were a&l fihicil with tho UoIy Oheat. Acta 2. 4.
O~UTLINL.

1. The Tangue cf Fire v. 1..
2. The Tangue cf Speech v. 4.
3. The Tangue cf Wou.der. v. 5.13.
4. The To. gue cf Power. v. 14.16.

TUtLz-A. D. 80, ten tsya ater the ascension or jeans.
PLACr. -Jet ussaient. dEXiPLàAATNS.-Day of PenlCost1-A day flfty <laya

after the passinver, when a fe.st was kept in memory cf
the pivicg cf the Iaw on Mount Sinai. Ttey scere all-
The diacîplesof Jesus, numbêringane hundred and twenty.
A souiid /rom heavn-Front aboveas if fslliag front heaven.
Cloe ton guei-Fire ia the fcrm cf tongues, to show that
the Gospel was te b. 11ke a tangue speak-ng te maon. Sai
upoîs ead&-As a aigu that &Hl rcceived the blcasing cf
power. Fill#d soit/ thte Holy G/Ohm-Teeir hcairt, with je
sud their torngues with testitnenv by the power cf G2
Deocui ment oui of everi, imton-The Jewe born in forelga
lands ofteu went ta Jtrunaiena ta live, or te, visit duriug
the feasta. ii/ta thist uocs ioied-~whon thia sound was
hetard. (Roviied Veu sion ] The aounti, as cf the wiud
heard threnRh the city. driw .getbera crowd. Gralileans
-Neariy &If thc fi rat belibveis ie Jessua came front Galilec.
£UtM miasiteut owa tongue-Thc miracle was in peaking,
nutisîihcaring. Pitrihiaus, etc. -Theo wtre the principal
peoplea cf the caitersa Roman empire. WVouderfni works
-Thay told cf Godsa pcwer in salvation throuRh Jeas
Christ. Others tnocin g-Santé who dild net know what
the foreige wcrds messit. Full ol tuso soite-As if the dis.
cijilea cf Jesu'. were drunk, and spoke "ords witheut
incmning. Peter, .îtan-diag up-Thé leader cf the apoatle4.fI Vit/tthe eievn-The oti.er apiostles standing beaide him,as witnese te provo what Peter baid.

)AÂcuINeos 07 Tu Luisas.
How dees this lescao show-

That Christ's promises arc aure te hée kcpt?
Ttîat Chiirst s prople ahould b. cf onc heirtit
That uhrist d peeple will have power 1

Ta Lasai CÂTzrm~
1. On what day did the Spirit d-sce d siloc thé dis.

ciples 1 On the day of Penteceat. 2. Irow long was this
after Chriat's ascension? Ttn daya 3. In wh'ît farta
did tc Spirit descend? t nagites of fire. 4. What waa
ite tfet upon the disciples? They spoke in other.
languages. 5. Who hearù them;aspeak with; toagnea I
Jews frein every land. 6. Who spake ta the people thas;
came togetber? Sîmon 1'eter.

DocTraisÂL SuGoovs-. io.-The power cf the Holy Ghost.
CÂTaCuîsu QUXMrOce.

6. Tloiv d11< an atigel givo notice cf bis coming Y
Tint angel Gabriel gave notice cf the comng of Christ,

by foretcll ing the birtis aof John the Bsptist ta prepare the
wav cf Christ; andi lie told tc nother cf Jesns, titat ahc
shiuld briag forth the ",ou cf God.


