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DEDICATION

To the Ministers and Members of the Wesleya.n Methodist
Church, and to the various Mecthodist Bedies in Cé.nada, this

" Book is modestly, but affectionately, inscribed—in hopes that

the remembrance of a common parcntage may lead them to
corpromisc their differences, and combine and cconomise their
encrgies in one undivided phalanx, to urge forward, instru-

mental!y, the glorious work of evangelization—by their hrother
in the common faith, '

/ | - THE AUTHOR.
Guelph March, 1867,
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PREFACE. -

' Tue following pages comprise a book so nondéscript as to
rdquire, perhaps, an exposition of its character, mode of con-

biographies; but a biographical hxstory The primary design
isto give a presentation of one partxcular public man, the
Rev. WiLLiax Cask, and a ' secondary ome, of all the

connected with Mr, Case. His life is the principal stream,
the others are the tributaries. .
The several bwgraph}es thus combined, when completed,

= n the now united Provinees of Eastern and Western Canada,
sill 1855. There is nothmg ‘peculiar in this foature. The

nistorv of that community. This historical issue, however,

struction, and object. It is not a history, in the ordinary sense. -
of that term, much less a single biography, mnor yet a buindle of

Methodmt Ministers and Preachers who have labored in the -
two Canadas, from the ﬁrst till the txme to whlch the work
comes down, all of whom we have, in one way or another, -

constitute a history of Canada Methodism from its plantation

" biography of a succession of leading men in any comwmunity,
whether secular or religious, will cver necessarily constitute a
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is the result rather than the design'of the present work. 1t
was by no means designed, when commenced, to imply a
reflection on the history written by my painstaking personal
. friend, the Rev. George Frederick Playter, recently r‘enﬁo_wed
'1 from amongst us, the first volume of which is already pub-
lished, and the second, of which he lived to com};lete and left
' ready for publicatiou, and which, it is to be hoped, will be
givén to the pubfic by some means. Much less is oar treatise
; designed to forestall the expected exhaustive work of the Rev.
Dr. Ryerson, of whose intention we knew nothing -when we -
beoan to write. Our humbler production, - goino ﬁrst we
hope the researches it contains will contribute in some measure
to enrich the pages of the more comprehensive ‘history.

Although this work of ours has involved more labor and
care, than any one besides ourself will ever be able /t°,

_ appreciate, it has, notwithstanding, been written con amore.
- .In writing it we have felt in some measare the pleasure
‘referred to in the following extract: “One who was most
successful in such a research has said, ‘He who recalls de-
parted ng,es; back again into being, enjoys a bliss like that
of creating’” This bliss has been ours. .

' Biography had always gieat attractions for the writer; and
especially, since his conversion, religious biography. About
the time he first began to take an interest in religion, he met
with and read a volume of the “Preachers’ Experiences.”
His ycuthful mind was much fascinated with the exercises
‘and adventures of those remarkable men. After that he -
steadily perused all the biographies of the itinerant preachers,
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European and American, publxshed in the magnzmes and
_otherwise.

The first thought of writing anything of that kind himself
| occurred to his mind so early as 1834-35, when he tr;ivclled
the old Matilda Circuit, where he met with“Atmbre’s Metbodist
Memorial,” confined to the carly English preachers. A few
years after he perused with great pleasure the « Non-Confor-
mists’ Memorial,” on which Mr. Atmore’s work seems to have
been modelled. Inquiries of the older people relative to the
: ‘preach'ers they had had among them in former days, which
@ was his constant habit, was prompted by a-curiosity on that
subject, and their answers and remarks were casily remember-
ed without any memoranda. About the time he fell in with

memorandum book, and began to make collections with a view
to a Memorial of the Methodist Preachers who had labored in
" Canada, to be alphabetically or chronologically arranged.

‘Subsequent divisionsin our provincial Methodism discour-
aged him, and he gave up the project. Af‘ter one of the mo;f>
_ embarrassing of those schisms was healed some of his mate-

rials were embodied in a sketchy work with the-title of “ PaAsr
axp Present.” That work, except a few copies in the
author’s possession, is out. of print. It would now sell

S have urged the issue of a new edition. But he felt a reluc-

tance to perpetnate a work, a large part of which, from its
verv nature, was necessarily ephemeral.

the latter of the two works above-inentioned, be prepared a .

readily ; and a number of highly respectable friends of his

a
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About that timé the idea of the present work pres‘é‘ntgd

itself to his mind. A kind of book which it was thonght

. would preserve all- the memorials referred to, and yet give
. them unity and a readable form. ,

He bad no materiél/a,' for the private or interior life of Mr.

Case, furnished him by his immediate friends, or any permis-

sion to write such a lif,—a publication which was, by many,

- thought desirable. That is a field yet open to any one who
has the means of cultivating it. He has in no wise forestalled
" such a project; but humbly imagines he may have put valu-
able materials within the reach of the biographer. As a
public man, Mr. Case was the property of the community, and
for taking the liberty of coutemplating: his public career, the:
author makes no apology. He has said nought but good of
him ; and he~thinks that the presentation of the example of his
many public virtues, and those of his cotemporaries, is an aat

good in itself, and adapted to have a beneficial mﬂuence on all‘
who contemplate those examples.

Althotgh this book is called the Itinerant’s Memorial, it is
not restricted to them alone, butit preserves recollections of
. many others beside: such as local preachers, other officials, and”
pnvabe members of the church also, so far as they connected
hemselves with the plan of the work -and materjals were

/ found for the purpose.

The book, it is confessed, does not fall under any existing
literary category. It bears some resemblance in plan to % Lady
Huntington and her Friends,” but it is not strictly the same
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PREFACE. . v
in form. If a model was adopted at all, it was Herodotus, “the
ston;y-teller of antiquity,” who makes THE PERrsiaN Wir
oF INVasiON the pivot on which all his scenes in ancient
history are made to tarn in his camera. This method, he
thought, would suit the miscellaneous and fragmentary char-
acter of the materials he designsto preserve. Mr. Case is

" made the central figure, and the others subordinate ones in,

the group. Like Herodotus, he has divided his work into .

Books, not CHAPTERS, and has numbered- the paragraphs
“for convenience of reference. Like the Story Teller’s, some
" of his episodes are rather long, especially in the ‘‘ retrospec-
tive” part, but in neither case could it be helped.

Although this publication was long revolved in mind, it has
been hastily written, and that, too, in the midst of multiplied

- other ‘engagements—domestic, pastoral, and connexional."

The largest second half of this first volume has been writ-
ten since the first half bagan to be printed. This, besides
producing hnrry, has, perhaps, led to some repetitions.

The author expects both his style and taste to be severely
~ criticised. - Puuetillions pedple will eemsure him for not

" applying the ﬁitle Reverend more to his ministerial subjects,
" but his own opinion is, that the frequent recurrence of little
common-place prefixes mar’the-grand simplicity of such heroic’
~ eharaoters, besides every one will know that they were minis-
ters, without bandying the title Rev. in every sentence. He
allowed himself to be overruled by Lis Editor and Publisher

in prefixing “ Rev. William” to Case.and his Cotemporaries,

%
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which does not suit his ideas of simplicity, but the average
judzment of readers will decide between them. Canada has had
no Case in anywise likely to be confounded with War. Case.

It will be said that he has descended too often to trivial
matters, and has related them in a style too familiar, or that
such things should have been preserved alone in notes. His
answer is, (1), he has not aspired to the dignity of history ;
(2), that the incidents referred to were necessary to a just
portraiture of the times of which he has written ; (3), and

if necessary to be preserved at all, they might as well appear in

the text as anywherc else, or even better. Notes' call off tho
attention; and where they recur often, which in this book
they must have done teage the reader’s mind."

Ouc other objection will be but too justly made—-the style is
more parenthetical than it should be in order to easy reading.

This is lapgely characteristic of the ap;thor at all times, who

early acquired the habit of crowding what he wrote about into

a small space ; but it arose especially from the brevity be
aimed at in this work, joined-'to the multifarious items he had

to i)r”esér've, some of which came to light after a paragraph, or

sentence, Was written, and had to be thrust in somehow.

Had he possessed all the materials it now contains at the

beginning, it might have been written more flowingly ; or if

he had now time to re-write it, this characteristic might be-
seeured. This is not now possible; and he will never be
paid for the drudgery he has already performed, without
taking on him that additional labor.
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The ascetical will say the book is not religious enough, and
that the writer should have moralized more, but as he has
furnished the data, he thinks the reader will be lead to mor-
alize for himself. Others of an opposite character may think
the records of such humble labors unworthy of preservation.
Let such listen to the poet’s indignant protest :— :

- @ While heroes claim the palm, and poets sing
The sapient statesman and the patriot king; <
‘While beauty, ienius; wity by turns demand
The sculptor’s labor and the painter’s hand ;
‘While wond’ring crowds loud acclamations raise,
And earth reverberates with the favorite’s praise;
Shall nobler Christians, in a Christian age, ~
Have no memorial in affection’s page?"
Shall ceaseless vigils, persecution, strife,
The sacrifice of ease, of health, of life; |
Have no distinction grateful ? no record ?
Yes! valiant champions of a heavenly Lord,
As long as patience, resignation, love,
Are prized by saints below and saints above,
Ye sufferers meek | who pain and scoffs defied,
Who warned and wept, endured and died,
Ye shall be honored I”’

To honor such men has been the author’s design in the
following pages. How far his manner of treating the sub.
ject has contributed to that ivorthy object he must leave to
the public and posterity to say. :

Of one other feature of this work the reader must be
apprised ‘before he enters on its perusal. The author has

~ several times quoted himself, verbatim; or, rather, reproduced

portions of PAST AND PRESENT, as well as parts of miscel- -



vm , PREFACE

ldlitous articles in various periodicals. His justification ia
this: they were originally his own, and he gave up> the pro-
ject of what was likely to be a paying edition of his former
work, that some of the more sightly stones of the first struc-.*
ture might be brought into the new edifice. o
The ANALYTICAL INDEX which follows will furnish the
clue for tracing any particular person who may chance to
bea special object of intcrest and inquiry to.-ai;j one that
consults the book. By this means a consecnfive memoir
may be  compiled of any one of the Itinerants. This first
volume ends with the year 1815; the second will come down
to1855. | .

The author, in conclusion, wishes to record his sense of
obligation to the painstaking oversight of the Rev. Dr. Wood,
who has kindly acted as Editor of the publication, while its
pages have been passing through the presé,'bv whose wise
suggestions some blemishes have been avoided.

Guelph, March, 1867,




ANALYTICAL INDEX.

BOOK FIRST.
MATTERS BEFORE CASE'S ENTRANCE ON THE

ITINERAN CY.

PARAGRAPH
1. Time and place of Case’s birth. - 2. His father llkely a

small farmer. 3. William most likely staid in New
England till he received his schooling.......ccceeeeeneee
4, Mr. Case’s father removed his family from Massach‘us'etts
to Chatham, N. Y. 5. Where William’s arrival at
manhood found him................. cesescennneneienes sesananse

6. The American Republic had existed ‘twenty years. 1.

PAGE

Pioneers spreading westward. 8. Ten thousand loyal-

ists seeking homes in Canada, and how they went......

9. The religious needs of the new. settlers........ vocs sovensecs
10, God provides for them. 11. Plantation of Methodism
in America in 1766; by the Hecks and Embury in

New York, and by Strawbridge in Maryland.  12. In-
dependence of the U. S. in 1783, and the orga.mza-

tion of the M. E. Church the next yeal.........eeseeees

13. Garrettson and his northern evangelists in 1790. Dan-
ham. 14. Local preachers and private members pre-
pare the way in new settlements. Tuffy—the Hecks—
Emburys and John Lawrence—Col. Neal—Lyong——
McCarty. 15. Losee’s “ranging at large ”—Joshua
Losee and Jos. Brouse converted—He finds the Pala-

- tines at the Big Creek. Other Protestant ministers...
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PARAGRAPH o pAGE
"> 16. Losee regularly appomted the memorable year of Wes. [/

ley’s death. 17. Methodism coincidently introduced
into the Lake country in N. Y.....civniciiireininanniannan 9
18. Case’s conversion and age. “19. Enthusiasm and activ-
ity of Methoiism. Case passes through the grades of
exhorter and local preacherin twoyears. 20. Relig-
ious state of the country to which he was about to -
(3 1: 31 ORI cesecocnne cecsecentenens cetereentennss .10
21. Losee’s antecedents not known. One of Gar rc.ttson 8
- pioneers. -22. His age, size, manners, talents., 23,
Result of first year's 1aboTrS..cee. vevuus vererseerenesvaveeen s 11
24. Name of Circuit—Reports five classes. - 25 Ne.t year,
D Dunham appointed. Indian names of circuits. 345
members. 26. Disappearance of preachers andcircnits
from the Minutesin 1793-4: Dunham re-appears
Loseenever. Cause,love affair. Useful locally. ...... 12
27. Dunham and his local helpers—Roblin, Gerinan, and
the Steels. Names of circuits changed. Three prcach-
ers in 1794-5—Dunham, Coleman, Woolsey. Threc
circuits next year, and four preachers. Keeler, Wool-
sey removed and 8. Coate and Calvin Wooster arrive,
Stztions om1tted for 1797. But 795 members. - Woos-
ter stays, andhas a great revival. In 1798, gocs home:
todie. Michael Coate—Decrease—Jewell, Eldcr. Next
year,Dunham locates. Keeler, Sawyer, Anson, Herron, -
- Pickett. Five cirenits —Draper, Crowell, Aikens,.Rob-
inson, Morris, Madden, Vannest, Bangs, Tomking, Six-
" teen  Hundred—Howe and Bxshop—Num‘bers...... “
29 Joyful event—Coate-—Buter........ P SRR (¢
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BOOK SECOND

CASE'S SPECIAL FIELD AND FELLOW-LABORERS WHEN
HE ENTERED IT, WITH SOME THINGS RETROSPECTIVE,

PARAGRAPI . PAGE
1. Conferenze in Asgrove—Methodlzed by the Palatines -
Entertains 398 PTEACHETS coceuuiee voereeseresencs eesenenn seannn 17
2. Received on trial with five others, one of whom is Robert
Perry. 3 No preacher sent out of thy TUnion
without his consent —Case volunteers —His f;elmgs' '

in the forest of Diack River...... .. oo e eaees secnenrenene 18
4. Progress of the work and numbers. .5 Names of elght.
circuits, and nme laborers......... Veosserencene eeeeasasenes 19

6. Coate’s parentage, pr‘,vmz.s labors, remarka.bre tﬂénts,,
success and beauty of persou—-—“ The handsome pau'"- :

7. Next in seniority—Keeler's small begmmnv and pro-
gress—Voice. 8. Propable cause of retiring for a
_time—When received agmn—-Extent of Oswegotchie

in 1802—Niagara and Long Point ..ceces revenene o eoreanee 21
9. Causes of his long absence from his family, and their
great 173 93 1 PPN ceeesssesncsnas 22

19. Two brethren of equal years——Rynn Celtic, boxer slze,

11. Where alocal preacher—Spicer's mcxdent 12. Enervy
of character.had won him fame-Arother reason for

1& Where the previous five years had been spent. Hed- .

14. Daniel Pickett—When received and whe:e he had la- .
bor«d. The writer's remembrance.....ceeeeees eeene . 26
.15, Subjects in pairs—Two thrce-years’ men—Bangs and ‘
Madden. 16. Nathan Bangs’ birth-place and early
history. Started for the wilds of Canada, May, 1799. -

e

~

—Talents for Writing.. ccceeimeeeviisiceiinivpnnsiiivunns . 20

appearance, strength........... . iceeeririicnneiiovmeraines 23

being sent to Canada. ........cccueee.oennr T R . 24 ‘

ding's testimony—His Circuit.......cceeeeveereerunnsonnnee 25
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PARAGRAPH ° ' ' PAGE
J onmey-—Ox-sled Buﬁ‘alo — Private librath—Rev.

Jas. Co’eman—Sawyer - Christian Warner—Conver- - .
~. sion—Travels with Sawyer—Jewell sends him to
Long Point—Hemmed in...c.eoeienevneiivennieensinnas 21
i 17 Durmg the sear 1801-2, in the ¢ Bay/ of Qumte and Home
"District.” Next year on same ground—Chsnge of
‘Colleagucs—"onfercnce in New York—Ordained
Elder for “ Missionary .work” indeed—¢ River La
French "—Route in getting there—-Puddmv and mxlk . .
—\oravian missionaries ........coveeieeans .......'=' cose 29
18. First house in the settlement—-Coloquy—-Pecepﬁbn. “ - 80
19. Full housc—Short history—Programme of worship— -
Conformity and.desire to hear ¢ more of such preach-
ing." :20. Appomtmcnfs senf on—Sandwich—De-~ .
trmt—-Maaden——-Character of Settlers ............. oressens 31
21. A destitute place—Leftat the end of three months—Ni- )
~agara Circuit; and Rev. Daniel Pickett. 22. Mad-
" den, coeval of the last—Antecedents—Smith's Creek 32
23. A pair of laborers—Pearse and Bishop.. 24. Gershom - -
° Pcarse—Probable place of natlwty--Prevxous labors
. —Character and CalibIC ......ceceeveecrnereess ceneee wereees - 33
' _~ 25, Luther Bizhop began in Canada cxrcmts—Tradltxonal' )
R T recollections. 26. Robert Perry, last of Case’s nine
: R compeers—Oharactenstxcs—The Perrys..ccccceanesinnse 84
~ 27, Those in-alocated sphere—Character and mﬁuence of
 the class—Dunham and RODIDSM..ceeiverivenserneissnsenss 38
28, Darius Dunham— Brought up to the study of physice—
~ On trial in 1788—First labors—Common way of ap-
pomtmg-—oﬁers for Canada—The man— Practicl
- supervision seven years—Settled near Napaneo......... 36
29. Good talents—¢¢ Scoldmg Dunham ”—Wit—Cleanliness
—1I don’t care if I do ”—* The new made squke Vi
.- ~Fallen LUthOran. .....c.ceccue sestrisossossensecccssos oisasass -3
300 Dunham d:stmguished for ﬁdehty—-.»The “ pmsessed Vi
;. 31, The crying c]nld cured sevsensnt asssssass sasecesnsese 39
T 32 Providentxal cscape, and persecutor converted. 33 His '
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three subordinates while in office—Coleman, Woolsey,

WOOSEET « veave aee cveresane cenuarssaces connee cesvereersesasnnns

.34, James Coleman, bxrth and parentage. Monongahel&—-[g—
norance—Methodist ministry at the close of the Rev-
olution — Superficial change. 35. Sad effects- of
supra-lapsarian views— Sickness and restomtlon-Ex-
_horter—Drafted—Refuscs to Serve....cccveees iveees cennns

dG .Becomes an ltmetant—Flrst cucults—ln 1794, sent"
to Canada—Enters with Woolsey and a’ young Ca~

 nadian—Wilderness journey— Upper Canada % Upper
circuit "—Oswegotchie and Niagara ~A’ mght in the

woods with James Gage—Native land......... cneensenens -

37 Character of him in the Minutes, 38. Laborsin N. Y.
Conference till '24—Visit to Canada in 31—'¢ Never

- agreat preacher.” ...icveiiiin vinni it e seesecsen
39, Summary of his character—Death. 40. [Elijah Woolsey
—What remembered of hun—-Mrs Wright—¢ out and

at them.”...... ot cerenae Seirrensens sensenae reeveees teaanes R
41. Keeler's assistant on the Lower cn'cmt-Whence did

‘he come ?—Whither did he go ?—To what status did

he arrive ?.. cesuose snacantosenense ¥ aie O,

42, Dlsappomtment-—Wldow—Dxed between ’48 and 52—
Dr. Reed’s testimony. 43. Married—Presiding Elder
—Steadfast. 44. Apnother of Dunbam’s subordinates.
45. [Calvin Wooster—Natural birth—Spiritual birth
—Sanctification......c.. ...

46. What Dr. Steven’s says of him—Dr. Bang’s account of

. Wooster, Dunham, and the ¢ w1ld-ﬁre ”-—Revxval
47. Piety and devotion—Habits—Power............. einreen suuse .
48. Ghmpse of hishomeward journey—Dow...............
49, Character in the Minutes—Eis fathel’s account of his
death.ciee veicreienivinenens conneneredeanens relrserenensarens .

50, Consolation to pa.rents-—“ Saw ye not the wheels of fire,”
51. Must preserve the memory of another holy man

Ve —Biography in the Minntes.. corsreesacinnaenae
52, [Mwhael Coate—'hme and placo of blrth—Qua.Ler

Xm
PAGE

40
41

42
43
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parentage—Convertedand an exhorter in one night—

- Admittance on trial—Complies with Samuel’s solici-
tatmn-Nlagara—.cpange—Clrcuxts in the States—
Carriage. coovvees coeer ceeenns seseeesensunnenne eee seesenaen s

53, Last mecting and text. 54. Illnesh—-Conﬂicts—Tri-

umphant death ...... ves eeessennsisere seannes ceerenae seresencen
63. Less eloquent than his Brother—Beehm’s recollectxoxl\
56. John Robinson—True spelling. ....ciiveieeeerrenrenne
817. Born in the hot-bell of Methodxsm and baptized by
Whitfield—Conversion—early labors—Suspension—
Resumption—Delaware Circuit from the pen of Dr
Peck. 58. First appearance in Ca.nada—Extrenies;-

" Appointed Presiding Elder... coeeesrenen creceane
59, Desists irregularly——District neo'lected-foe and

father-in-law. 60. Early years of location useful—De-
scendants’ testimony. 61. Eccentric efforts—Death
—4 Pleasing assurance "—Descendants respectable...
62, | Joseph Jewell, R's superior morally and officially—How
we connect him with-Case. 63, Pennsylvania—

Beehm'’s chapel, and others raised up there—Prior -
work—Jewell and Wyoming—Made Elder for Canada _
—# Not go, but come ! "................ o smeensersusasesennses
. 64, Return to the Philadelphia Conference—Rev. J Hughs’
account—Passage from Dow—Retirement from the

WOTK o tevtverenceetannenesiarcactnnneenc senesnsensass sr-sserons

65. Two or three young men to bc mentioned with Jewell,

" 66. [[Samuel Draper—On trial in 1801, Bay of Quinte

- —Never under Robinson—Returned to N. Y, Confer-

. ence—Presiding Elder two terms-—Dxed well —Un-
meritted stigma................ ceeees crateres seseeunns sanenae .

7 [[Seth Crowell, cotemporary with Robmson-Ant(.cedents

A night in the woods of Murray——lelar cssseners socssens

G3. mBan;:s’ testimony—Labors in the'States............ “
9. Estimate- of his character and talents—Death, 70.
[[James Aikins, another cotemporary of Jewell—Irish’

—Emigration—Conversion—Call—Labors—Sickness

71, Resignation and happiness in death......cverrnsssernsserens .
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%2. [[William Anson, cotemporary with both Jewell and’

- Robinson—Nativity-~Canada labors—-Removal, 73,
Vergennes Circuit—Preaching duel........ “eosesenns snse -

74, In 1804, back in the IHome. District—Father Van Nor-
man’s remembr.:nce. 74. Went out as Case entered—
Pitsfield—P. E. of Ashgrove District— Other charges.

75, Supernumerary in 1823 —Garrison duty—Companions in
arms—Death—Character. 76. [[Caleb Morris, Robin-

son’s colléd.gue on the Ottawa—Reasons for brevity—

Location. ...ccocveessvenene o vees toer seses snsses sbusessesnes
77, [[James Herron, Jewe;ls assxstant on Oswegotchle—‘
Where the previous year..........cvee vevecrane ven

~ %8, Dim impression of what said of him. 79. Returnsto
Philadelphia Conference Circuit P. E. one year—
Located 1841. 80. Evidently a man of good standing.

81. [Samuel Howe, another of R.s direct cotempora-
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REV. WILLIAM CASE,

AND

HIS COTEMPORARIES

BOOK FIRST.

MATTERS BEFORE MR. CASE’S ENTRANCE ON THE
ITINERANCY.

1. On the twenty-seventh day of August, 1780, in the
own of Swansea, on the Massachusetts sea-board, an event of
buch importance to two countries, the State of New York,
ut especially Canada, occurred, in the birth of a child, who
as to do much in lns own person for their religious and
onsequently material interests, but more by influencing
thers, being destined largely to sway and direct. That
individual was the late REVEREND AND VENERABLE WILLIAM
JASE, “THE FATHER oF INDIAN MisstoNs 1N CANADA.’

2, His parents, it is surmised, belonged to that class of
mall farmers who then constituted the mass of N ew-England’s
ural population. “From the best information wé can get; the
clder Mr. Case was a man in only moderate circumstances.
Ve would have been glad to tell how far his son’s future
course was influenced by the moral and mental character of
the parents, but have to confess ourselves without the desired
oformation.

»

birth-place, has not been ascertained. So also we are denied

he pleasure of presenting those early out-croppings of future

B
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3. How much of his BoYHOOD was spent in his Eastern -
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character so interesting to the curious, and which justify the

- oft-repeated adage, that “ the boy is father to the man.”’ It

is surmised at least, however, that his stay in that country
must have covered his schwl-"omg _days. - New-England
then, as well as now, was in advance of all other parts of the
Amer:can Union, a.nd of many other places besides, in the
matter of common schools, and William gave evidence that
he had received a good common school education, by following
the occupation of school-teaching in youth; by his ability to
write printable letters and perform the duties of Secretary of
Conference while yet young in the ministry, achievements
utterly beyond the reach of many of his brethren in that
day, notwithstanding they preached well ; and by the mterest
he evinced both in primary and academical education durmw
the whole of his ministry, embracing some part of it times
when education was neglected and decried by many.

4. As his children were somewhat numerous, William’s
father removed his family, it is thought, before the time of
his son’s majority, from the less productive xoil and smaller
farms of the « Old Bay State” to the more fertile lands of
Central New York, then covered with a dense and almost
boundless forest. The Rev. Dr. George Peck gave it as his-
opinion to the writer that the family settled first in the “town”

(township) of Ckatham, between Albany and Springfield.

Thirty years afterwards we found relatives of Mr. Case
scattered from Schenectady to Newark on the Ptie Canal.

In this region any mwan who could wield an axe would soon
clear broa(l acres for himself. Here no doubt this young man
acquired those habits of toil and of submiission to privation
which answered such important enes to him in his after course.
5. William’s arrival at mankoo? found him there amid the
inspiring grandeur of forest scenery; the rude and boisterous
actmtles of frontier life; and tho primal elements of What is
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now one of the richest parts of the « Empire State.” ' We
have learned pretty directly that William’s youth was
characterized by « wildness,” aud that Lis amiable heart and '

handsome person exposed him to some dangers from which he
~ did not wholly escape.

6. The American Republic had now existed twenty years.
In that very short time, her population had been wonderfully
augmentcd in the frontier States—from natural increase and
foreign immigration, pushing its surplus members westward ;
or, rather, while the less adventurous remained in the older
settlements, the more enterprising and adventurous tried their
fortunes in the attempt to found new ones.

7. Many of these pioneers spread themselves in Western
Virginia, Western Pennsylvania,—and further into the great
valley of the Mississipi, laying the foundation of the now
mighty States of Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, and Teunessee,
while others reclaimed the wilderness parts of New York, and
thence went on north-westward into the then territory of
Michigan.

8. Immediately cn the recognition of American Indepen-
~depce, the adherents of the Royal cause in the revolutionary
struggle, the sturdy old UniTY oF THE EMPIRE LoYALISTS,
from choice or necessity, withdrew from the territories of the
" new Republic, fen thousand of them seeking homes in the
wilds of Canada, locating themselves along the dividing waters
from Montreal westward along the St. Lawrence, Bay Quinte,
Lake Ontario, Niagara River, Lake Erie, and Detroit River,
_to the foot of St. Clair. They ccasted the entire way in row-
“boats, trailing them up the rapids of the St. Lawremee by
main Strength, as draught animals did in after years; or carried
their effects on pack-horses through the wilderness which
intervened between . their abandoned dwellings in the old
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; colonies and the country of their future homes. The toils
; and sufferings of their journey were incredible; and after
{ their arrival 4t their journey’s end, their labors and privations
were great for many years. At first their milling was done
: by hand, or the grain was ground in steel “hands~mills,”
i furnished, along with three years’ provisions, by the Govern-
{ ment, one for each township, and after water-mills were built,
g they often coasted from fifty to a hundred miles to have their
5 grinding done.  Or, where the distance was not so great, their
| grain and flour were carried for many miles upon their backs.

-

. 9. But these ardent minded and enduring men under both
! Governments, must have the ordinances and controlling influ-
. ences of the Christian religion, or their very energy of charac-
~ ter will work their overthrow, How are they to be provided
~ with those ordinances? Where shall the preachers be found,
qualified in sufficient numbers, or with the required rapidity,
" to follow up this cverflowing stream of human existence in
! jts north and westward course? How shall the supply be

kept up to the demand? Who shall defray the cost of their
{ education, and their outfit when educated? Who pay the ex- |

penses of their journey ? And who support them in adequale

refinement when one has been settled in each locality ? Who?
Certainly not the new settlers themselves, whose thoughts and

: energies are too much occupied with the toils and shifts -8

necessary to procurc a scanty subsistence. The very sam

' reason might be alleged why they have not the means, if they
- could be supposed to have the disposition, which few of them
- had, to secure so desirable yet so expensive an object. And, §
_whatever may be said for the disposition and tke ability of
-those in the older settlements of the Continent to conceive and
.carry out a scheme 8o vast and good, they certainly nejther 3

- effected nor projected any such work.

. respectability and comfort to comport with their dignity and
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10. In this nnparalleled and unprov1ded-for state of tlnngs, ~
it ple.lsed an overruling Providence to make the necessary
provision, and that the very best, considering the peculmr
character of the case, for the rcligious wants of the pioneer
settlers. He is not only about to provxde them ¢ Pastors after
His own heart,” but pastors after the peoples heart also—
men who can sympathise with the class of persons to be
benefited—in tastes, and share with them in hardsblps.

11. Two tiny slips from the yet young and vigorous stuck
of Methodism in Europe were transplanted into American
soil, in 1766, apart from each other, the onc by the Hecks and
Ewbury in the city of New York, the other by Robert Straw-
bridge in Maryland. In 1769, the first two-Itinerant Lay
- Preachers were sent over by Wesley himself. Two years
afterwards two more were sent by the same authority. Sub-
sequently, other European Preachers came over, either by
authority or at their own instance. At the outbreak of the
Revclutionary war, or soon after, all those preachers rcturned -
to Britain, or entered the ministry of the different churches
of the land, except the inviolable and indomitable Asbury,
who marshaled the native American Preachers raised up
in the country, of whom there were now a score or more, "and.
led them on amid the din of war in a bloodless but more glori-
ous.conflict—a conflict, too, which was crowned with victories.”
They reported, at the close of the war, no less than fourteen
thousand, nine hundred and cighty-eight ‘members in their -
w1dely-scattered societies.

12. In 1783, the Independence of the United States was
acknowledged. In 1784, the English hierarchy for the
Colories being overthrown, and the Episcopal Church itself
being in a state of complete disorganization, Wesley sent over
- the Rev. Dr. Coke to organize the American Methodist Socie-
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ties into a compact connexion, with the style and all the
appliances of a Church. The Methodist Episecopal Church
in the United States was the vesult. Great good attended
this measure. Up to 1790, however, the labors and successes
of the new church had been confined to the country south of
the city of New York, with the exception of the city of Albany
and a few intermediate places on the Hudson. :

13. About the year just’ mentioned, or a little before,

. Freeborn Garrettion, with a band of ardent young preachers,

was commissioned by Bishop Asbury to introduce Methodism
into the country up the North River, cast and west, as far
north as Lake Champlain. Six circuits were the froits of
the first wear’s efforts, extending from New Rochelle to the

~ Lake above named. One of his nine young men was Dartus

ey e e

Duﬁham, a name afterwards celebrated in Canada.

'14. In many of the mew settlements in which the rrospel -

. was introduced by the Methodists, since the orrramzatlon of
" the “‘American Methodist Church, the first ‘Iaborers who
prepared the way for the regular Itinerants, were private
members of the church, or local preachers, who had emigrated
from older places, in common with others; and who when they
arrived at their new homes, with a zeal which characterized

all Methodists in that day, sought the spiritual good of their

neighbors, by holding prayer meetings, exhorting, and preach-
ing as they were able. This was particularly true of Canada,
among whose early. settlers, whether “U. B.’s,” discharged
soldiers, or immigrants from the old country, there were
several Methodists. Thus in 1789, “a Methodist local
preacher, named Tuffy, commissary of the 44th regiment,
came to Quebec,” and preached in that city while his regiment
rembined there. In 1785, the Hecks, seme of the Emburys,

and John Latwrence, seitled in Augusts, and beld a class-
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meeting among themselves. In 1788, Cul. Neale, of whom
more hereafter, preached and formed a class near Niagara;
and Lyons, an exghorter from the States, and McCarty, a
converted Irishman, a Whitfield Methodist, held meetings
‘under many difficulties in the ‘Bay of Quiate country, until
McCarty was made away with in a mysterious manner.
These particulars are to be found in Playter’s History.

15. In 1790, the pever-to-be-forgotten William Losee, not

succeeding to the satisfaction of his .ardent mind on the

Champlain cirenit, to which he had been sent at the beginning
of the previous Conference year, and being on an elevation
where he could look down into the valley of the St. Lawrence,
“and having, furthermore, relations in the British Province
which comprebended that valley, as well as possessing carly
proclivities towards the British Government, asked leave to
explore that country, and received permission from Bishop
Asbury, or Elder Garrettson, “to range at large ” for the
ensuing Conference year, (1790-91). He crossed the St.
Lawrence, certainly somewhere below Matilda, (and probatly
as far down as St. Regis), for he preached in Matilda on his

iy e e s e T See

way westward, also in all accessible places as far up as the Bay

of Quinte. The first person known to be converted through
the instrumentality of his preaching was a young relative of
the-preacher, a Jushua Losee, who found the peace of God
while wrestling in'an agony of prayer in a lumber shanty one

Sunday, while his fellow workmen were away. This was on a°

point of land on the Ameriean side of the river ; and so great
was his rapture, that, to usc his own language relative to Lis

exstacy, “ You might have Leard me <hout across the St. Law-

rence.’ vAnothcr of his early converts in that townskip was
an ignorant, wicked young man named Joseph Brouse, known
. many years afterwards among the people as  Unele Joe Brouse.”
He was struck by the power of God while in the act of making
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b derision in a religious meeting, in answer to Losee’s prayer,
£ { who, on seeing his misconduect, lifted his eyes and bands to
heaven and cried out, * Smite him, my God! My God,
oo smite him!” He fell like a bullock under the stroke of the
i butcher’s axe, and writhed on the floor in agony, until the Lord

f’ . in merey set his soul at literty. Other early converts in that.
e region were, Michael Carman, Peter Brouse, and John Van-
‘ o Camp. TFarther up, Losee found a people prepared for the
i ‘Lord. Paul and Barbara Heck, among the primal founders

of the New York Methodist Society, as also John Lawrence,
who had married the celebrated Philip Embury’s widow, and
Samuel Embury, Philip’s son, who became the first leader of
" that class, as we have elsewhere shown, were now in the
township of Augusta, in the neighborhood of the « Big Creck,”
since 1785. The leading subject of our treatise, Mr. Case,
no mean authority, says of the then religious state of the
Province :—* The only ministers in the country, I believe,
were Rev. Mr. Bethune, of the Scotch Church, in Lancaster,
Rev. Mr. Stuart, of Kingston, Mr. Langhorn, of Bath, and
Mr. Addison, of Niagara. Perhaps there was a Lutheran
N minister in the Dutch settlement in Matilda, and another at
, the Bay of Quinte. Besides these, I cannot learn there were
- any others; so that the settlements from the Lower Canaga
? o line to Fort Malden, a distance of about 450 miles, were mostly
: without religious instruction; and throughout all those settle-
: ments religious feelings were found among the few, and fewer
1; | still attended to the religious duties of family devotion.
Some families there were who had been members of Mr.
Wesley’s society in Ireland. The names I recollect are Detlor,
Heck, Embury, Dulmage, and Lawrence. Some of these
belonged to the first Methodist society in New York.”
- 16. The next year, 1791-2, the memorable year of the
fyenerable”Wesley’s death, and the year of the enactment of
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‘the Constitutional Act for Upper Canada, William Losee

reccived ‘a regular designation in the Minutes of the New
York Conference to « Kingston,” his eireuit standing in con-
ncetion with the rcnowned Jesse Lee’s first New England
district ! The Conference which appointed him sat in Albany,
New York, May 26, 1791. So soon as the ice would bear
his horse, he crossed the dividing waters at Cape Vincent,

‘having ‘come through a trackless wilderness, a journey of

weeks. He soon organized a circuit around the shores of
the Bay of Quinte, not forgetting to visit his friends along the
banks of the St. Lawrence, and, we have a rizght to believe,
those in the Niagara country also.

17. About the same period of which wa are writing, Metho-
dism cntered what s called the ¢ Lake Country,” so called from

its comprising several beautiful collections of water, -severally

from ten to thirty miles in length, most of them designated
by euphonious Indian names, such as Owasco, Cagugu,
Seneca, Onondaga, Cananduigua, and the like. This southern
side of the State of New York was reached by the pioneer
itinerants from Peunsylvania, through the valleys of Wyoming
and Susquehanna. Thus was the country in which the Case
family resided, becoming gradually surrounded, and perme-

ated by religious influence through the instrumentality. of
Methodism.

18. We are sorry Mr. Case kept no journal, or at least that
noe has come into our hands. This, with his prevailing
silence with regard to himself, has left us in ignorance of the
human fnstrument, and the particulars of the great turning
point in his life, namely, his “ translation out of the kingdom
of darkness into the kingdom of God’s dear Son.” Il¢ simply
says in his JuBILEE SERMON, I was converted in February,
1803.” He was theh’twmty—tkree_ years of age. I'rom some
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vague recollections of circumstances casually recited by those

“who had knowledge of those early times, the author received

the impression that his newness of life in Christ began in a
revival, which 1mparted coincidently the same blessing
to several other young men in the vicinity; who also entered
-the ministry, some of whose names will occur as his coadjutors
in the work before we have done. '

19. Methodism in that stage of its progreé@ and history
was characterized by glowing enthusiasm and tireless activity.
Ivery particle of talent among its . votaries was called into
-immediate and constant requisition. In two short years after
his conversion, namely, in 1805, Mr. Case had passed through
the subordmate grades of exhorter (then thought to be an
indispensable preliminary link, and very justly, in view of the
general rawness of the candidates), and local preacher, and.
was recommended to the New York Conference, which then
comprised the whole of the State of New York, some adjacent
parts of New England, and the whole of Upper and Lower.
Canada, in which Provinces, particularly the former, he was

to spend the greater part of his life.

20. It will be our duty to devote a paragraph or two to
the religious state of that country to which he was about to
repair, Methodistically considered at least. And here, as -

~ our work is so largely biographical, we must present what we
have gleaned relative to the first' agent whose time while in
the Province was exclusively devoted to the plantahon of
Methodism.

21. Where V/illiam Losee was born, or brought up,
curious as we may feel about the pioneer-preacher, we have
not the means of determining. The first information we have
cf him is in the General American Minutes of his having been
“received on trial ” for the ministry. This was at the com-
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mencenient of the Conference year 1789-90. The session of
Conference took place in the city of New York, May 2Sth,
1789. He was enrolled among Garrettson’s pioneer band of
young men, and designated to  Lake Champlain,” along with
David Kendall, as his senior colleague. Ths rpext year his
pame appears in the Minutes among those “ Continued on
trial,”* but it does not appear as appended to any station, nor
docs his last year’s circuit appear, at least by that name. It
_ was during the Conference year, beginning October the fourth,
1790, that he was allowed to “range at large,”” and came on
the exploring tour to Canada above deseribed. He crossed, as
we have surmised, at St. Regis, passing up the north-western
branch of the St. Lawrence, preaching in Matilda—cheering,
mayhap, by the way the little coterie of German-Irish Metho-
dists, the Hecks, and Lawrences, and Emburys, in the
township of Augusta, beyond the “Big Creek ”—and going
on to re-animate the adherents of Lyons and Mchty in tha
“ Bay countrz :

22. Losee has been described. as being at the period at
which we write, about twenty-eight years of age, rather tall
and active,—and, despite a shrivelled arm, an agiie and
fearless horseman, usually riding upon the gallop. As a
preacher he was more HORTATORY than expository. He was
impassioned, voluble, fearless, and denunciatory, cutting decp
and closely, and praying God to ¢ smite sinners!” He was,
probably, more awakening than consolatory; and ‘more of a
John the Baptist, with a temporary, preparatory mission,
than one adapted to build up a perm:ment cause, as the issue
will most likely show.

23. His labors the first year, seem to have resulted in very
extensively signed petitions, which were forwarded by his own
hand to the Conference which sat in New York, May 20th,
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1791, asking for his re-appointment. The prayer-of these
petitions was granted, and he was re- ﬂprointod-—enterin"
the Province, as we hme scen, by crossing the ice so soon as
it would bear his horse, which he had not brought with bim
in his first journey,—having traversed the forests of the
Black River country, guided by the tributaries of the Mohawk,
till he surmoun‘ed the water-shed between the two great val-
leys; and then traced those of the Black River to it mouth.
-24. His cirenit was namedl from the then village of Kings- °

ton . Tt included all the settlements, fifty or sixty miles each
3way, east and west from Kingston. He reported to Confer-

’gence at the end of the year, at least five classes, some of which

\he organized for the first time, and others he may have only

" re-orgamzed having substantially existed before. They would

pank, perhaps, according to priority, as follow :—* Augusta

c}ass first, the Niagara class second, Adolphustown third,
hough the first regularly formed,” next Earnestown, and
stly Fredericksburgh ; .these included 165 mempers.

25. The next year, he and Darius Dunham, were appointed
to supply the work in Canada, and it was divided into two
cireuits, Cataraqui and Oswegotckz'e both of them designated
by formidable Indian names. Cataraqm was used inter-
‘changeably. with Kingston, as the former was the ancient name
of the place; and Oswegotchic was named from a river and
fort on the American side of the St. Lawrence, near where

~ Ogdensburgh now stands, bearing that name—although the
- labors of the preachers were bestowed on the Canada side.
unham "had special charge of the former eircuit, Losee of
the latter ; yet, as Mr. D. alone was in full ministerial orders,
be probably sometimes exchanged with the other for the
purpose of dispensing the ordinances. At the close of this
year, 255 members were rsturned for Cataraqui, and 90 for
the other—=345 in all. :
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26. These men and their circuits disappear from the Jist of
pppointments in 1793-4. Dunham and the country appear
again, but Losee never. What became of the well-remem-
bered proto-preacher of Canada? Playter gives an answer at
" once frank and touching, ard likely authentic. We will not
mar his account :—* The cause was never published exeept in
conversation. It reflccts no shame on the man, and yet
thereby he was unable to perform the. duties of his statioz.
To give the light in this corncetion is better than to leave the
matter in darkness, and to allow scope for speculation or
suspicion of after writers, and of future pryieg inquisitive-
ness. He was the cLb_]ecb of that soft but powerful passion of
our nature, which scme account our weakncss and others our
greatest happiness. Picty and beauty were secn connected
in female form then as well as now, iii this land of woods and
‘waters, snows and burning beat. In the family of one of his °
hearers, and in the vicinity of the Napanee river, where he
formed the third society, was a maid of no little moral and
personal attractions. Soon his atteation was attracted ; soon
the seed of love implanted in his besom ; and soon it germin-
ated and bore outward fruit. In the interim of suspense, as
to whether be should gain the person, another preacher came
on the circuit” (hxs senior in office, Dunham),  visits the same
dwelling, is attracted by the same fair objeet, and finds in his
\eart the same passion. The two seek the same person. One
i absent on the river St. Lawrence, the other frequents the
blest habitation never out of mind.- Ore, too, is deformed;
the other, a person of desirable appearance. Jealousy crept
‘in with love; but at last the preference was given, and disap-
pointment hke a thunderbolt oversct the mental balance ot
the first itinerant missionary of Canada. Ie became entirely
‘unfitted for the constant and laborious duties of Lis ministry.
His condition was doubtless made known to the Bishop, who
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gindly and quietly dropped him from the itinerant list. After
the balance of his mind was restored, he left the Province,
returned to the United States, and after a time he engaged
in trade in a small way in the city of New York,”—an
inglorious termination, rather, of a heroic career. The writer

“has personally heard tradition confirmatory of Mr. Playter’s

account ; nor does he wonder that these ardent, and not too
much experienced young men, were so smitten with one, in
youth, who when the writer saw her, at the age of sixty, was
still fascinating—much as he ‘deplores the result to poor Losec.
He did not, however, wholly cease to be useful, but continued
to preach in a local sphere, and aftér some years, returned to
visit his friends in the Bay country, and gave them some

arousing sermons., We return from this episode, and resume ,
D

the thread of our brief annals.

27. Dunham and the loeal laborers, ‘several of whom, such
as Roblin, German, and the Stecls, had been raised up,

“probably laboured on during the Conference year of 17934,

as fhe numbers at the close of that year, for the two
circuits, the ¢« Lower” and the ¢ Mldland ” as they are
called, stood at 332.

28. Three preachers appear in tbe Minutes of 1794-5, |

for Canada, namely, the ¢ Elder,” Darius Dunham, and

* James Coleman, specially designated to the “ Lower Cir-

cuit,” and Efijah Woglsey to the “ Upper.” In'1795, there
is a return of three Circuits—the Oswegotchie, the Bay of
Quinte, and Niagara, with 483 members. Four preachers
‘are appointed for the Conference year 1795-6, S'ylvdnm
Keeler being employed in addition to the names given for
the previous year. In 1796, they return 474 members.
Keeler is discontinued, Woolsey removed, and Samuel Coate
and Hezckiah C. Wooster, usually known as ¢ Calvin

Wooster,” sent in their places. In 1797, they return 795

ol
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members, but we cannot find the stations for Canada, or the
appointments made at the Conference, although the ministers
appear in the list of “elders,” and are stationed in no other
part of the work. Most likely the same men were on the
same ground as the year before. TWooster was in Canada we
know, and a great revival of the work of God took place under
his labours. It began in the spread of sanctification among

the members. No wonder, therefore, that the published re-,

~ turns for the next Conference, gave 899 members for Canada.
At the Conference of 1798, Dunham, Samuel Coate, and Cole-
man were continued ; Wooster went home to die in glorious
triumph ; and Mickacl Coate, a brother to Samuel, took his
place in the Province. They roport a decrease of thxrty, the
first reported for Canada the result of the.‘sifting’ after the
revival,in 1797.  Still they have the goodly number of 8G9.
At that Conference Michael Coate removes, and Joseph
~ Jewell comes on, to take charge of the whole as « Presuhno'
Elder.” The next f‘onference, held in New York, June 19,
1800, they have doubled the cape of another hundred, and

report 996 members. At that Conference, Dunham locates, -

having travelled twelve years; Samuel Coate goes out of the
country ; Keeler is called out again; and four new names
appear in the Canada field, namely, Joseph Sawyer, William
Anson, James Herron, and Daniel Pickett, seven labourers

inall. A stronger staff than the Province ever had before.

They return at the Conference of 1801, as members 1,159
souls, an increase of 163. The Conference distributes the
work into five Circuits, and manns them with Jewell, Samuel
Draper, Sawyer, Seth Crowell, Keeler, Pickett, Anson, Jas.
- Aikins, John Robinson, and Caleb Morris—five new names,
and ten in all. They report in 1802, fifteen hundred and
‘two' members. - At that Conference, Jewell, Robinson,
»Plckett, Sawyer, Is.eeler, and Crovwell, remam in the Canada

dn«.«x
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work; and Thomas Madden, Peter Vannest, Nathan Bangs,
and N. U. Tomkins, take the places of those whose names we
miss. In 1803, they report an increase, and the number
stands at a round sixteen hundred. This year, but nine
laborers are appointed by the Conference, although there
may have been another under the Presiding Elder. Jewell
removes, and the District is intrusted tox Lobinson, who
proved himself scarcely worthy of the trist, as we shall sce
i in the sequel. Keeler, Sawyer, Bangs, and Madden are still -
.~ on the ground, and we welcome Samuel Howe, Reuben

1,649.: :
29. Now, a joyful event. occurs to the Mcthodlsts in the
Province; Samuel Coate, who is so favourably known to our
readers, takes the District, and marshals under Lim, on seven
cireuits, nine good men and true, among whom we read one
name new to us, but zow known to fame; this is no-other
than the then rmnv Martin Ruter, afterwards Doctor Rater, -
Harris is gove, but Anson, always acceptable, is back again. -
They report at the Conference of 1805, which is the rear”
_starting point of our biographic history, seventeen hundred
_and eighty-seven members. Heuceforth, we must give fullex
particulars, &

? Harris,ard Luther Bishop, who are strangers.  Although
| their standard-bearer has showed faintness, they present at
. the Conference of 1804, an increase of' fifty-nine—total,
8§
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BOOK SECOND.

HIS SPECIAL FIELD, AND FELLOW-LABORERS, WHEN IIE
ENTERED IT, WITH SOME THINGS RETROSPECTIVE.

1. We have already passed our hero throucrh the inferior
grades of Exhorter and Local Preacher; [through which
latter stage his trarsition must have been short; for he used
to say he had but two sermons when he took the itinerant
ficld,] and we have seen him recommended to the Conference
to be received on trial for the regular ministry. The scat
of the New York Conference for 1805, was Ashgrove, in thc
northern part of the State, near Lake Champlain, which
bad been colonized largely, in 1770, by some immigrants -
from tle original New = York Society, the Hecks and
Emburys, who resided there till the breaking out of the
‘Revolution, (when they removed to Canada, they being
destined to be the planters of Methodism here as in two
several places besides,) long before the intermediate country,
between Ashgrove and the City, had received the teachings
of Methodism. Thus was it long a spiritual oasis in a wide
moral desert. It was at the period of which we write,,
(1805) Methodistically considered, so strong and important' -
as to give name to a Presiding Elder’s District, and to be-
able to accommodate the assembled members of a large
Annual Conference, embracing 398 preachers in all.

2. Thither our young candidate for the honors and
~ hardships of the itinerancy, wended his way. The recom:
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mendation for his reception was favorably entertained, and
he was received on trial, with five others, one of whom,
Jobert Perry, a Canadian, was destined for a tlme to be an
‘immediate coad;utor but of him more anon.

e

3. It secmns to have been a rule with the Bishop to send
no preacher out of the Union without his consent; but within
. it, no man was consulted about his appointment, but was
v N usually in blissful ignorance of it until he heard his name
.~ read out at the close of the Conference——perhaps for some

place of which he had never before heard. * A call was, there-
fore, made for volunteers for Canada, andCase offered himself,
und was appointed to the Bay of Quinte. It was not without
cmotion, though, that he set off for and prosecuted his journey
to his far distant field of labour.. Let his own glowing
language, utteted fifty years afterwards before the Conference,
in London, C. W., speak for him :—“I beg to relate an
incident which occurred in my journey to this country. It
‘was while -travelling through the forests of -the Black River.
;As I was drawing near to the field of my future labor, I felt
‘more and more deeply impressed with the importance of my
‘mission, and my insufficiency for preaching to a people already
‘well mstructed as yet but a boy ; only about two years since
. ‘my conversion; devoid of ministerial talents as I was of a
+ ‘beard; T feared, on account of my incompetency, that [
) __;T should not be-received in a strange land. So strong were the
* emotions of ‘my heart that I dismounted and sat down, and
| S : wept and prayed. - While thus weeping, these words were
‘ spoken to me in' words that I could not misunderstand: ‘I
will go before thee—will _prepare the hearts of the people to
. g ‘receive thee; and thou gshalt have fathers and mothers and
E S ‘cluldren in fhat land.’ "5*Such was the trembling commence,
{ ‘ment of an honorable a‘nd successful career.
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4. The work had so far progressed in this country, since
the period when Losee first cntered it, that it now comprised
+ cight Circuits, besides Montreal, which had been occupied by
Ruter the previous year, and which, though not mentioned,
it is surmised, was the residence and special charge of the '
presiding Elder during the year on which we arc now enter-
ing. The membership, we have seen, was seventeen hundred
and ezglzty seven. ’

. The names of the cight Cn'cuxts above mentxoned, with

tb(, Pr achers by whom they were respectively supphed were
as foliow :—

Long Potnt—Luther Bishop.
Niegara—Gershom Pearse.
Yonge Strect—-Daniel Pickett. -
Smith’s Creel—Thomas Madden,

" Bay of Quinte—Henry Ryan, Wm. Case.
Oswegotchie—Sylvanus Keeler, Nathan Banﬂs
Ottawa—Robert Perry.

These nine laborers were presided over by the celebrated | :
Samuel Coate. Allow me to introduce the reader to each o L
one of these, Mr. Case's fellow-labourers.

6. Mr. CoaTE, who stands at the head of the host, is the
olc.es., in the work (although it is probable not the oldest. . . L
‘nail), having been received on trial in 1794, while he was S
*’imtxfeaéul'ably above the rest in personal appearance, natural K
-eloquence, and in educational and polite accomplishments. -
‘He was a native of Burlington, 'New Jersey, of respectable RS
Qualer parentage, who embraced Methodism, and were the B
~first to welcome its teachers to their neighborliood. “His
appomtments before Le came to. Canada, were Flanders, in
" the State of New York, and Albany, where he had been in
- charge. Then came his first four years in Canada, a period
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‘which embraced his palmiest days. During this time he was
‘unboundedly popular and uncommonly useful. He was
‘evxdently a very cxtraordinary person for such a day and

‘ *country He swept like a meteor over the land, and spell-

i bound the astonished gaze of the wondering new settlers.

i Nor was it astonishment alone he excited. He was the

heaven-anointed and successful instrument of the conversion

é of hundreds. His success in the early part of his coreer wus
truly Whitfieldian. He had entered Canada, as we have

seen, in 1796, where he had labored to the close of the Con-

ference year, 1799, 1800, alternating on its two first forwed.

e

Cirenits.* His stations during bis time of absence from tke .
Proviuce, bad been varied and respectable. In 1800 b had
been stationed in Burlington, N. J., his native pl.xce, in 1801
he was in charge of Philadelphia; in 1802 he w s sent to

. the city of Baltimore, the garden of Methodism, in ‘company

" with such celebrities as Joshua Wells, Laurence McCoumbs,

and Nicholas Snethen. We have seen that one year beforc -
our present date, that is in®1804, he had been sent back to
Canada, where he had (previously, I think,) formed matri-

monial connections. A Miss Dulmage, one of the fuir,
daughters of the German-Irish stock, had won his heart to

herself, and to her country; on which account, no doubt, lc |
was tiie more easily persuaded to return-and take charge ‘oﬁi
the work in this new country. 'This lady the writer saw
‘several times; and, although it was the afternoon of life thh ,
her then, he nevertheless perceived the remains of thiat beaaty

whieh in youth, alongside of Ler sprightly husband, Jusuﬁed
the terms, “Toe HA\msonE Pamr.” This quotation is f'ro.n_

Playter, who says of Coate, “IHe wore lonz bair, whieh

flowed down on his shoulders in graceful curls.” Whatever -

classical attainments he may, or may not have had; he was

no doubt an accomplished English ‘scholdr. His skill ip

-+ e pes
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penmanship would be marvelous in this day—but more of

this herefter. Any one who reads Mr. Playter’s history,
which we by no means wish or cxpect to supersede, will find

that Coate was the sound divine and skilful polemic, as well

as the‘lmpresswe preacher. The writer remembers re'ld'ing

the book in answer to the Rev. Robt. McDowell, on the
Culvinian Controversy, and how much he was impressed with

its acumen and force. Here we leave him for the present.

7. The next in seniority after Coate was SYLVANUs
- KEELER, although a very dissimilar man. “H. was converted
and raised up into the Ministry “in Canada, in Elizabet!- ?
town, not many miles from where Brockvilic now. stands. He |
had no aavantaocs of education in early life; and when he
first becan to speak in public, it is said, he could scarcely
read his hymn. But by private study he o far surmounted
this defect as to become possessed of tolerable attainments ia
English. He had, moreover, endowments natural and of
divine bestowment, which went far to counterbalance the
“defects referred to. Q His_person was commanding and even )
handsome. His voice, for speaking at least, was excellent; |
it was clear, melodious, and strong. The distance at which |
the old people s:id he could be heard was marvplous. His .
spirit and manners too were bland and engaging; and his |
zeal and fervor in his Master’s cause knew no bounds, and ;
suffered no abatement to the last.

8. He had been received on trial in 1795, ten years before
Case cntered the Province, and was that year appointed to-
- the Bay of Quinte Circuit. From ’96 to ’99, his name dis-
appears from the Minutes. = It may be he retired for a time !
from a sense of educational incompetency, or, more likely, i
from the ever recurring embarrassment, ¢ from family con- S
cerns,” as they then phrased it; for he was encumbered
with a domestic charge before entering the field. In 1800
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he was received again, and stationed where first appointed

-five years before, Bay of Quinte, where he remained two years.

His former year’s service counted for one in his probation,
so that in 1801, he was received into full connexion, the
probation for deacon’s orders being only two years. In
1802 he was appointed to « Oswegotchic” (which cmbxae'ed
‘his fanily residence,) * and Ottawa,” with Seth Crowell and
Nehemiah U. Tomkins for colleagucs. His Circuit rust
have extended from Gananoque to La Chute, in Lower
Canada, a distance of about two kundred miles, and as far
North as there were any settlements. In 1803, his Cireuit
was Niagara and Long Eomt—extre'mtles, you will. say,

- wide’ apart | Yes and made wider st111 by the indeseribable

difficulties then attendmg travelling. In 1804, we “find him
back on his old sta,mpm ground, which, though not so wide
as his previous years’ field of labour, was yet wide cnough ;
it extended from ngsuon, on both sides of the Bay, beyond
Belleville, to the township of Sidney. And now, in 1805,
we find him back at Oswegotehie, disencumbered of its
awkward appendage, Ottawa—a proof that he had ¢ honour
in his own country, and among his own kin.” <

9. It seems he never found it convenient to- remove his
family to any of his Circuits, besides the. one in which was
Lis original home. He was often three months at’a time
.from his faithful, encouraging wife, and his famlly of small
children. The story of their destitution, and ‘the shifts they
were put to, to exist, in those seasons of destitution, might
wring “tears from eyes the most unused to weep.” No
wonder that his return to them was always considered as a
jubilee. When the time of his periodical visits drew near,
Lis little ones, as a son and daughter of his assured me lona
years afterwards with deep emotion, would mount tite fence,
and strain their eyes to catch the first "hmpse of theu' Te-
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~ turning father, often for hours, and even days, before his
appearance. Such was one of the men of toil and suffering
with whom Casé:was henceforth to stand identified.

10. Two brethren now present themselves, of equal years
‘in the Connexion—ZXenry Ryan and Danzel Pickett. RYAN,
ths immediate colleague of Case, is by far tle greater man of
the two we are now to contemwplate, and we will consider
~ him first. The name Ryan indicated a Celtic origin, and
he was very possibly of Roman Catholic parentage. He was
usually supposed to be an Irishman. Bishop Hedding, who -
travelled with him at an early day, calls him a “brave Irish-
man.” " He was probably young when he came to America,
~as we could never discover any Irish accent in his speech.
He probably spent, as appears from what isto follow, his
youthful days in either the city of New York, or Albany.
He was heard, by an old mau of the writer’s acquaintance, to.
‘say, that before his conversion, he was what was then called,
a “Stage-boxer!” this, moreover, was a current opinion.
And we know of no man who would have been more likely
to succeed in that infamous calling than himself, had he
turned his attention to it, and been traincd for it, such was
his courage, agility, and strength. This made his conversion .
to a life of holiness and usefulnecs, all the greater triumph
of infinite mercy and grace. We do not like to hazard an
_opinion about his height, because, men so stout as he, are
likely to appear shorter than they really are. Ilc might have
been five feet eleven—one authority says Le was six feet.
He was bony and muscular, but plump and compact. Ilis
complexion was dark—head and face massive—forchead
rather projecting—his nose curved a little downwards—and
his chin, which was a double one, with a dimple in the centre,
curved upwards, towards the nose. He was very sprightly
in his movements; he would start to bis feet, when an old
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man of sixty, and beginning to be corpulent, without ever

putting his hands to his chair. He was known in his prime dr:
to throw ordinary sized men over the enclosure of the Camp- o
ground, who were found disturbing the order and solemnity co
of the services within. There was no law for’ *the protection U

of out-door worship in those days, but Ryan knew how to
protect himse!f and his friends. ™
11. Ryan scems to have resided and exercised his gifts as o
. ““a Local Preacher, in Duchess County, which lies on the fo
" cast side of the Hudson, between Albany and New York, .1"1;
""jf* before he cntered the itinerant work, and to have made Eith- 10
“—self useful when secular business called him into other parts. fh‘
A passage from the auto-biography of the Rev. Tobias Spiecr . ":
_ will confirm this statemeat. Mr. Spicer is speaking cf a N
- place in Warren County, ncar the head waters of the .tw
Hudson River. He says,—* About this time,” (this was in
‘before Garrettson’s pioneers had arrived there, years before _"'H
‘Ryan became a travdling preacher,) ¢ Henry Ryan, a or
Methodist preacter, from Duchess County, New York, can o
into the neighbourhood on business, and put up for a few f;
weeks with Mr. Samucel Crane. By means of his pocke °
Bible, the family discovered he was a Methodist preac‘vc a
and informed Mr. Woodward that there was a Methodist' o
preacher stopping with him. Immediately Mr. W. went ;2
over to see him; and after conversing with him awhile, and ‘a‘g
lenning what Methodism really was, he iavited him'*to. t(.>
preach in his house the next Sabbath. To this Mr. Ryan n
consented, and his preaching brought new things to their .
cars—they had had no other than Calvinistic preaching .
before.”. A Methodist cause in that place was the immediate o
resuit of  Mr. Ryan’s visit, according to Mr. Spicer.. la:

12. His native energy of character, under the controlling
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influence of the grace of God, of which he was ther, no
doubt, largely a partaker, had won him fame in bhis early
ministry, and pointed him out as a suitable pioneer in a new
country. Perhaps, too, his being a native-born British sub-
jret was another reason for his going to Canada.

13. The five years previous to his coming here had been
rpent around Lake Champlain in the adjacent States of Ver-
mont and New York, crossing into Lower Canada from time
to time in the prosecution of his work, where to this day his
labors ‘are pleasantly remembered by some of the very oldest
inhabitants. The first two of these five years were spent in
the Verginnes Circuit ; the third on the Fletcher, both of these
in Vermont; and the fourth and fifth on the Plattsburgh, in

- New York. In two out of these three Circuits he had remained
two years, the longest period possible, and somevhat unusual,
in that day, which spoke well for his acceptability and success.
Happily for us, as to the Circuit on which he remained but
“one year, we have an account of his labors from the pen of his
celicague, who became a Bishop ‘in the issue. Hedding says
of Ryan, “He was in that day a very pious man, a man of -
great love for the cause of Christ, and great zeal in his work as
aminister. - A man who labored as if the’ judgmeant thunders
were to follow each sermon. He was sometimes overbearing
in the administration of discipline; but, with this exception,
lie performed his duties in every part of his.work as faithfully
esany mun L cver knew. He was very brotherly and kind
to me—often speaking to me in a mander calculated to urge
me o to diligence and fidelity in the great work. When we
met in the?placej of intcrséction in the Circuit, he would salute
me with his favorite exhortation, ‘Drive on, brother ! Drive
on! Drive the devil out of the country ! Drive him into the
lake and drown him I"” The reader might feel curious to know
c
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something of the Circuit as it then was travelled by these two
celebrities. We give a description from the pen of Dr.
Stevens :—« 1t comprehended all the State of Vermont be-
tween the Green Mountains and Lake Champlain, and required
incredible travel and labor.” More of Ryan’s character and
doings will be developed hercafter. Such was the man and
bis antecedents whom youug Case was to have for his first
Superintendent, and for several years subsequently as his
Presiding Elder. But we turn to the man who, to use a
colleague’s phrase (although they, alas, poor men! had never
studied in college halls,) was of the same “graduating class ”
with hlmself '

14. DANIEL PickETT ; as he was outside of the central
Methodist body during the latter and larger part of his life,
excepting a short interval, and exercised no very remarkable
influence while in it, must be despatched with brevity. As

"he spent all his itinerant life in the Canada work, and settled '

in the country when out of the work; it is presumed that he
was raised up into it in Canada. He was received on trial, as
we have seen, in 1800, along with Ryan and some others.
His first Circuit was the ¢ Giand River,” another name for the
Ottawa, where he travelled also in 1803. He must haye: ‘been

~ an acceptable preacher from'the first, as the writer knows him-
to have been twenty-eight years afterwards. We can confirm

Mr. Playter’s account from personal knowledge, namely, that
“he was well spoken of thirty years after by the settlers ” on

the Ottawa. In 1801 he travelled the Bay of Quinte, as the -
assistant of Kecler ; and in 1802, Niagara, as John Robinson's

assistant. Again, in 1804, he travelled the Ni iagara, with

Long Point attacheﬂ} having Luther Bishop for his assistant.”
He is at our prese'at date (1805) on the Yonge Street Circuit §
alone. The writer saw Mr. Pickett twenty-three years after- -
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wards; he was then middle-sized and spare, shavp-featured,
aquiline-nosed, and bald-headed. He must have been keen
and sprightly when young, although a slow-spoken preacher
when we knew him. Here we leave him for the present.

15. Our subjects seem to come in pairs. Again we have
two men of the same year—received in 1802. They are
now, therefore, ¢ three years' men.”” Men of similar standing
in this day would be considered mere embryos ; but these were

_in deacon’s orders, and had had those experiences which make
men prematurely wise. These are Nathan Bangs and Thomas
Madden. The first of these became a man of mark; and Dr.
Stevens says, did more to advance the interests of his denomi-
nation than any man of his day. Let us attend to this
“bright particular star.” v

~ 16. NarHAN BaNGS was born in the Eastern States in
1779, where he received a good New England common-school
education, although his father failed in his project of giving
him a classical one. Subsequently that father, who was self
instructed, taught him the art of surveying. At the age of
thirteen his father and.family removed to what was then a
~ wilderness part of New York, somewhere on the East Branch

of the Delaware. While there, the family were in great dis- -
 tress for a time on account of his mother and little sister
who were lost, and spent a night in the woods. During their
residence in that place, Nathan sometimes heard the Methodist
preachers, who had followed up the settlers to their wifderness -
homes, and by whom all the family, except the father, were
ultimately brought into the Methodist Church. Three of his
brothers, as well as himself, became preachers in the issue.
For the present, Nathan repelled conviction, and provided a
salvo for his conscience by finding subjects of sarcasm in'the
humble servants of God. Impelled by the pioneer spirit of the
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. age, on the 9th of May, 1799, he started for the still farther 18¢

‘ wilds of Canada. He took his surveying instruments with a une

§ view to his exerecising his profession in a country which pro- und
! 4 mised to furnish ample opportunities for its employment. He 8 Bu
l_’ was accompanied by a devoted sister and her husband. Their_ : exte
T : way lay through the forest, and the only conveyance for the’ yea
£ lady and their few eﬂ'ects ‘was an ox-sled They passed by the bim
i spot Y where Buffalo now stands, where they found only wo or tria.

' thrce lov huts. They crossed Nxagara at Fort Erie, and coasted the

P downwards to the nethorhood of the great cataract. The thre
£ poetry of his nature was fed by its ceaseless roar—the dark :
woods stretching away on every hand—and by the reading of S8 1
; Milton’s Poems, Bunyan s Progress, and Hervey’s Medita- i
i tions, which he found in a small but well-assorted private Sa
library. How sweet is communion with books in the soli- exte
“ - tude of 2 new sé%iﬁent as some of us can well attest; still et
i he was unhw for he had not found the peace of God. Dut and
throuoh his pious “sister’s exhortatlons, and the salutary influ- rece
: K “eoce of the Rev. James Coleman’s goodly character and con- | doll
oo versation, whom he found laboring in the seftlement, he was age
* prepared for the more mature counsels of the Rev. Joseph plac
P Sawyer,who succeeded him, and through whose instrumentality 8am
[ ' he was converted and joined the Church. Soon after; by the At
instrumentality of Christian Warner, a pious class leader; he fg}é
i entered into the possession of perfect love,” a state of salva- ther
tion of which he never lost sight for the rest of his life. This. of th
[ ocourred in 1801. And in the latter part of that Conference E who
E vear, (1801—2), after some humbling failures in the outset, was
3 _ he began to travel the Circuit he lived in, as an assistant to FEE and
I )  Mr. Sawyer. ‘After a little experience in that way, he was sent EM ary
: , by the Presiding Elder, Jewell, to develop the Long Point was
p ( extremity of their field ‘of labor into a rseparate Circuit, to ESE was
: : embrace much new ground. He went there jn_ nber BN Thc

b
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1801, where fortuna’tely he was soon bemmed in by the
uncrossaBle state of the Grand River, else he Tiad surely fled
under the nnpulses of some of his carly discouragements.
But soon instructive dreams, marked conversions, and an
extensive revival, encouraged him to hold on to the end of the
year, by which time, he had no misgivings about allowing E
himself to be proposed to the Conference to be received on Sk

trial. There was an increase on the whole ground ¢overed by i1
 the two branches of the Circuit, Niagara and Long Point, of A
three huudred souls. ‘.

17 The Conference which sat that year in New York, -
appointed him to the “Bay of Quinte and Home' sttnct.” k;
Sawyer, Vannest, and he, each went around, or over 'tlns vast: Sk
extent of country once in six weeks, mcludmw al} the settle- _ NS
ments in the Provmce from Kmoston on the Dast, to Yorkf
and Yonge street on ‘the West. The sa}a.ry of each provxded he
recewed it in f'ull was twenty dollars per quarter—Just eigh J Y
dol!ars a vear, to keep him in clothes, b books, horse and equip- l
age ; some of his adventures must be reserved for another! ' ‘ ’

place He spent the next Conference year (1803—4) on the g
same nrround changing Vannest for Madden as a colleagne. SR
At the close of that year, he went, for the ﬁrst time, to Con- v
‘erence, whlch sat in the clty of ‘New York taking his f’a-

ther’s horse in the way thnther, and makmo the acqo.amtauge '

of the great lights of the Connexion at that Convocation, among

whom he was afterwards to rank as one of the greatest. He

was received into full connexion and ordained —ﬁrst deacon,

and then ¢/der, along with his friend Madden, for “ Mission-

ary ‘work.” Madden was only sent to Oawegotchw, Bangs - g
was designated to Missionary work indeed. His appointment o rr
was “ River La French,” so called by mistake for the
Thames. We give the aecount of his labors in that new field

[
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in extenso from his own pen. He speaks, however, in the third
person, “ While at the Conference in New York this year, he
tade Known his desires and impressions to Bishop Asbary,

! and he appomted him to that place > accordmrrly left the

!city in the latter part of June, went into Canada by way of
Kmostoo thence up the country along the northwestern shore
{of Lake Ont‘mo to the Long Point Clrcult,_ and_thence on
throuah Oxford to the town of Dela.ware on the River Thamec
- Here he lodoed for the moht in the last Tog hut of the settle-

“ment, and the next mormng, as the day began to- dawn, he
-Earo<e and took ‘his departure ‘and after travellmo' throurrh a

é‘wﬂderneqs of forty five miles, guided only by marked trees, he
‘arrived at a sohtary loo house about sunset, weary, hungrys

‘and thlrsfy, where he was entertamed with the best the house
LE?B.},(},. afford, whlch was some Tndian nuddmg and mllk for
. supper, a and a bund}g of' straw for 'hls”bed The negtrday,
“about two o clock he arrived at an Indian v1llage on the North -

bank ‘of "the Thames, ‘the mhabltants of whlch were under the

d mstructlons of two ’VIorawan Mlssxon.mes.

18 “About 3 o clock p- m: he arrived at the first house in-
the settlement, when the following conversation took place
between the Missionary and a man whomhe saw before the
house. ‘The Missionary inquired, ‘ Do you want the Gospel
preached here?’  After some deliberation, ¢Yes, that we do.
Do you preach the Gospel 2 ¢ That is my occupation.’ ‘Alight
from your horse, tken, and come in, will you?” ‘I have come
a great distance to preach the Grospel to the people here—it s
now Saturday afternoon—to-morrow is the Sabbath, aud, I
must_have a house to preach in before I get off my horse.
After a fow moments consideration be weplied, « I have a
house for you to preach in, provender for your horse, and food
and. lodging for yourself ; and you shall be welcome to them
all if you will dismount and come in.’ Thankﬁgg hmyf;or his
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¢ Peace be to this house.” A younz man mounted his horse
"and rode ten miles down the river, inviting the people to attend
-meeting at that house the next morning at ten o’clock.

19. “ At the time appointed the house was filled. He gave
them a short account of his birth and education, of his conver-
sion and call to the ministry, and the motives which induced

manner: ‘I am a Methodist Preacher, and my manner of
‘worship is to stand and sing, to kneel in prayer, and then

many of you as see fit to join me in this method, you can do
-804 but if not, you can choose your own method. > When he
gave out the hymn they all arose, every man, woman and
child.  When he knelt in prayer, they all, without exception
koeeled down.  They then took their seats, and he gave out
histext. ¢ Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out, when the times of, refreshing shall
come from the presence of the Lord ;> and he preached, as he
thinks, with the Holy Ghost sent down from Heaven. Having
concluded, he explained his manner of itinerating through the
country, his doctrine, and how supported, ete. He then said,
‘All you who wish to hear any more such preaching, stand
up’—when every man, woman and child stood up. He then
told them to expect preaching there agiia in two weeks.

20. «He sent on appointments through the settlements
aiong down the_river, which he filled in a manner similar to
that above, and was every where received with great cordial-
ity. He proceeded down the shore of Lake St. Clair, visited
Sandwich on the Canada side of the outiet of the lake, crossed

Council-house ; thence to Fort Malden, and down_the share of

kind offer, the Missionary dismounted and entered, saying,

him to come among tliem, and concluded in the following

stand up and preach, while the people sit on their seats. As -

i
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_Lake Erie in 4 seitlement made up of Americans, English,

‘,\C

»

Irish, Scotch, and Duteh emigrants.  The people every
where flocked together to hear the word.” .

21. “ A more destitute placc Le had neyer f'ound‘ v Young
Qeople lxad armved at the age of sixteen wino had never heard
gGosRel germon. He continued among them three months,

 when he left them for the Niagara (Jncmt, intending soon to
return, but was prevented.” We shall see they were kept
~in mind. On bhis way downwards he slept in the “Leng

Falie)

“ Woods,” between Moraviantown and Delaware, with the snow

“two inches deep. “The remainder of the year be was retained
Dn tho Niagara. Clrcu.t amonfr his old friends. Iis colleague
was the Rev. Daniel Pickett. They Jaboured with their might,
:nnd reformations followed them around the Cireuit. ¢ My own
igoul,’ said he, ¢ enjoyed uninterrupted communion with God.””
iThis was the year which immediately preceded the one of

6vvlnch we are now specially writing (180a)

22. Tros. MADDEN, the cocval of the last mentioned, “was
born in Cambridge, N. Y., in 1780,” so that he was but one
year younger than Bangs. ‘“In 1789, his father and family -
cmigrated to_Karnestown, U. C. In fhe seventeenth year of
his age, he visited his friends in Cambridge,” where Le was
born, a great place for Methodism cver since the Palatines
halted there, as we have seen. While there he was awakened
and converted, and returned to Canada happy in mind and
dceply pious. For several years he exercised his gifts as
an exhorter, and afterwards as a local preacher till 1802,
whex, as we have already, learved “he was admitted on trial
in tie New York Counfercnce.” Hxs first Circuit was Long
Poiut, opened and organized the year before by his friend
Bavgs. At the Conference ¢f 1803, he had a tavorable
chauge, and was sent back among his highly respectable con-

a
-
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nexions on the Bay Circuit. At the end of that year, he
received the double ordination; and was put in charge of Oswe-
gotehie. Smith’s Creel: gives name to a new Circuit in 1805,
the year of Case’s arrival, and Madden, who was tbencefor-
ward to be his fast friend through life, was placed thereon.
He was then strong and somewhat boisterous. He will cross
our path again, and we shall find him much improved as a
preacher. ‘ 4 .

- 93. Here comes another pair of laborers, Pearse and Blshop,

received on trial at the Conference, of 1803; and, by conse-
quence, each having travelled at our present. date (1805) but
two years. We take them in the order in which we have
mentioned their names. : ;

24, As the obituary notice of GERSHAM PEAR&E has not
yet come into our hands, we cannoh state with- certamty his

labor in the vicinity of New York, and his continuing in con-
nexion with the original New Yérk Conference, until he super-
annuated within its bounds, that, somewhere thereabouts was
his native home. He was, as we have seen, taken mto the
work in 1803. His Circuit for that year was Plattsburgh, as

- Samuel Draper on the Fletcher Circuit, in the 1ntemor of
Vermont. His colleague’ s name will oceur again in the course

rience he had had of the itinerant work, when he was aﬁ‘)poihted
in the year of which we write (1805) to the Niagara Circuit
alone. The only information of the character. and dahbre of

made in conversation with the writer by the old people who
" remembered him. From these, -we should take it, he was
. c2 N

.

who are of equal standing with eacli other, both having been‘“

birth-place; it is presumed, however, from his returmng to -

the assistant of the emergetic Ryan. In 1804, he assxsted |

of this work. These two Circuits afforded him all tHe expe-

the man in that day, is derived from a few incidental allusmns ‘
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strong, driving, somewhat stern and positive, but really very

{.

i‘ V conscientious and faithful. That he was a reliable man,
g’ appears from the way in which he held on in the work, as
P shown by the Minutes. . But, from the same source, we learn
i ' ~ that he rever rose higher than the “charge of a Circuit.” . His
b abilities were probably the average for his time; but we give
5 place to his coeval. - '

25. Lurner Bistop bezan his work in Canada, but
F whence he came we have not the means of knowing. His
S Circuit in 1803, the year ke was received on trial, was i
Oswegotchie, where he laboured as the assistant of the |
devoted Vannest.  Next year, 1804, he was DPickett’s
; - assistant, in the Niagara and Long Point Circuit. This [
i year, 1805, we have him working up the Long Point Cireuit
" alome. Ashe stays in the Province amother year after this,
he may cowme in sight again. For the present we can. give
only slender memorials of him. If the writer’s recclicctions
of what the old pbople told him' of Bishop are not at fault,
Lo was middling sized, but plump, a passable preacher, and

u prudent, sensible, well-behaved young man.

iy

BT A by S5

e

26. RosertT PERRY, the last of Case’s nine compeers, -
‘was certainly not the least, corporeally at any rate; for he
was like all the Perry brothers, of whom there were several,
compzet, heavy, and wiry. A certain bluffness of manaers.
corresponded with his looks. We have said he was a Cana- B
dian.  The Perrys lived in the Bay of Quinte country; FE
were U. B. Loyalists ; and very respectable. Peter, called
by his ohponentq from his tenacity of purpose, ¢ the politicat
“bull-dog,” was long an indefatigable and” influential member
of: the Legislative Assembly “on the Liberal side ; the Hon.
_ Ebenezer Perry, alive at this writing, and member of the’
' Legislative Council, was also a brother of Robert. The
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family carly espoused the cause of Methodism, and two other
of the brothers at least were preachers in the local ranks—
Daniel and David. And it must not be forgotten that the
" great, good mother of the Aylesworths was their sister. A
son of Danicl is at this present time a Local Preacher in
the Wesleyan Church, gnd a man of intelligence and
influence. We have secn Robert was only reccived on trial
in the travelling ministry -this year, 1805. They are testing
him pretty well in sending him across the fifty-miles’ woods:
in the “Glengarry Country,” to the far-off Ottawa. But
he is not likely to be casily scared or soon fatigued; and
the Lomily anaiogies which mark his sermons are likely to
make his preaching hearable, and suited to the -tastes and
wants of the times,

27. Maving considered Case's coadjutors in -the «active
work,” we must bestow some attention on those who had
~had their day of activity beforc his arrival, and were now
in a lecated sphere. Men of this class were relatively far
more important then than now. They mostiy retired while
yet in their prime; they then labored more than men in
the same position do now, as their services were needed and
appreciated more than in our time, and that for a good reasou.
They did not usually leave the work for worldly-mindedness,
but nccessity. They were under location through weakness
of body, and family concerns. The Cireuits were then so
laborious that nene but the most vigorous men, physieally,
could serve them ; and when their families became large
they could not well be transported in their long moves with
. their defective modes of conveyance, and there was not -
,sufficient support when their ficlds of labour were reached.
As, therefore, there was no provisica for the men when worn
out, there was no alternative for them but to hide themselves
from the foreseen evil, The setifement of these gifted and

RS
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experienced men in any locality was hailed as a blessing to
the vicinity, and so it usually proved. There were two of
these men in the Upper Provinee when Case entered it, both
of whom had bcen Presiding Elders, and each of whom
exercised more or less influence for many years in a local
sphere. These were Dunham and Robinson, (as his name
was spelled in the Minutes, although Robertson, his descend-
ants say, is the true spelling.) These have been noticed
before, but in order to bring out all we wish to present must
be considered more at length, as also such of their compeers
a8 are not portrayed in any other connection. '

- 28. “« Darrus DuNHAM,” we quote now from Playter,
‘““was brought up to the study of physic, which he laid aside
for the labor of the Gospel. He was taken on trial in 1788,
one year before Losee, and stationed alone on the Shoreham
Circuit, under Freeborn Garrettson. Shorehami was not a
Circuit, but to be made one. A common way of appointing at
this period, was to station a preacher in a tract of cour;try,
and to tell him tomake a Circuit in it. -As-to worldly sup-
port, he must trustin the same arm that administered
spiritual blessings. The next year Dunham was stationed
on Cambridge Circuit. In 1790 he was made a deacor, and
‘remained on the same Circuit. It had obtained a hundred
‘and forty-six members the first year, but in the second it
lessened a little. In 1791, his station was Columbia; still
in the north. In 1792, he was made elder. _ Hearing
Losee’s account of the work in Canada, and the necessity of
an elder to organize the Church, and give the Sacraments,
he was moved to offer for the work, and was sent -to the

_ Bay of Quinte. He was a man of strong mind, firm in his

" opinions, and had the greatest bass voice ever before heard
by the people, He was quite indifferent to the censure of
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men, and used the greatest of faithfulness in preaching to
the ungodly. He had the practical supervision of the whole
work in one form or another, for scven years, when he was
superscded by Jewell. During this time the membership
rose from 165 to 866. His specific appcintments during
that period were Cataraqui, Niagara, and the Bay of Quinte ;
and subsequently Oswegotchie. In 1800, he is returned as
“under location.” He settled near Napanee.

29. He was possessed of good talents as a preacher, though
plain of specch and very blunt. This characteristic, among
those who dlshkcd his plain dealmg, obtained for him the
-sobriquet of «Scolding Dunham.” But his “scolding,” as it
was-called, was always accompanied with a spice of wit that
vather made it agreeable than otherwise. Many of his home-
strokes have been recited. Ile was remembered, among other
things, for his fove of cleanliness”and opposition to domestic
filthiness—sometimes telling the slatternly to “clean up,” or
the next time he would “bring a dish-cloth along.”” Once in
the neighbourhood of the “Head of the Lake,” after preaching
and meeting class, as there were several strangers present, he

fest it by standing up,” as was the custom then. Two young
women were observed sitting together—one appeared desirous
of joining, but seemed to wish hér companion to do the same,
* and asked her, loud enough to be heard by the company, if she
would join also. Her friend replied in a somewhat heartless
manner, “ I‘ don’t_care if I do.”” “You had better wait til: till
you do care,” chimed in the’ grum voice of Dunham “He
- was-for havmrr none; “even on trial,” who had not a sincere

gave an offer to “ any who wished to joinr the Socxety, to mani- l

“ desire te. ﬂee from the wrath to_come, and to be saved from
_ their sins/ But it isin the Bay of Quinte country, where
he lived so long, both before and after-location, that the great-

A
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v est number of characteristic anecdotes are related of him. His
: reply to the newly-appointed magistrate’s bantering remarks
: is widely reported. A new-made S(iuu'e, raliied Dunham
- before some company about riding so fine a horse, and teld hlm
. - he was very unlike Lis humble Master, whg Was c cmtent to ride
P 3 _onan gss. The preacher responded ‘with Lis usual 1mperturb-
L * able gravity, and in his usual heavy and measured tones, that
- heagreed with him perfectly, and that he would most assuredly
: imitate his Master in that particular but for the difficulty of
_ finding the animal regpired—the « government having made
) up“gl_lwﬂl_g asses into magistrates!” A person of the author's
~ acquaintance informed him that heé saw an infidcl, who was a

. fallen Lutheran olergyman, endcavouring one night -while -
Dunham was preaching, to destroy the 8ﬁ‘ect of the sermon by
turning the whole into ridicule. The preacher affected not to
notice him, but went on extolling the excellency of Christianity
- and showing the formidable oppesition it had confronted and
- overcome, when all at once he turned to where the scoffer sat,
and fizing his eyes upon him, the old gentleman continued,

~ - «Shall Christianity and her votaries, after having passed”

i
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: garouvh‘ﬁrc and Wa‘ter, af;er V'mqulsbmv the opposu;lon put

fter all this, T'says
shall the servants of God at this tlme qf day, aliow themselves )
3 fnghtcned Ly the braying of AN ASS 9’ The infidel,

Wl.o hacl be sun to show signs of uneamness fro*n the tlme the
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IR _ ! fearless s servant of God fized his t nbly searchu gaze upon’

}mn, “when he c'une “to the climax of his mtelroo'atlon was
eompletely broﬁen down, and dropped his head in con{usion.

e

+  30. Danham was dxstmgmshecl‘ for fidelity, and faith, au’d
_iprayer, as well as wit and sarcasm. A pious man informed the
( i writer, that 2 relation of his own, who first lost Ler piety and
" :then her reason, was visited by Dunham and pronounced by
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him to be “possessed of the Devil.”” He kneeled down in front
 of her, and, although she blasphemed and spit in his face till
. the spittle ran down on the floor, never flinched, but went on
‘praying and exorcising by turns—shaming the devil for get-
‘ting into the weaker vekse‘ and commanding him to get out
of her, till she became subdued, fcll on her knees, bagan to
" pray and wrestle with God for merey, and never rose till she
" got up from her knees in the possession of hker reason, and.
'fejoicinrr in the light of God’s countenance. The narrator
was a truly good man, a class-leader, the late William Ross, of
Bellevilie, and we give the mcxdent ag we received it from him,
without presuming to p‘onounce on t‘le precise psycological
diagnosis of the case.

-

31. It was nataral in a day like the one of wlnch we
write for people to aseribe to Satanic influence, what we
_‘_should now ascribe to natural causes. I shall not decide

“which procedure is the wiser. An instance of such

- demoniacal influence, followed by a supposed dispossession
at the command of Dunham, was related to the writer by
an e]dnlly, pious man, who said the story was authentic.

In a country neighborhood, where our subject used to preach,

. he had been dxsturbed several successive times by the crying
. of an infant at a particular stage of the service, whick
= resulted in the disturbance of the coagregation, and the
marring of the cffect of the discourse. Its recurrence ia
the same way so often, and with the same injurious effect, S
convinced the preacher it was of the Devil, who, he lhourvht,i : o
had taken possession of the child for.the purposc of destroy- '
ing the beneficial tendency of his ministry, and his soul was
aroused to withstand him in the name of the Lord. Accord-
ingly, the next time it occurred, he advanced towards the
child, lying in his mother’s arms, and rebuked the Devil in
‘it, and commanded him to come out; and, as the story o
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runs, the child ceased to c¢cv; %.d never disturbed the con-

gregation more.

32. He had once a prowdenual escape from death. He
had aroused the hatred of -an ungodly man, by being the
instrument of his wife’s saving conversion to God. The
husband came to the house one morning where Dunham had
lodged over night, and inquired for him before he was up.
Being bastily summoned, the preacher made hisappearance
ronly partidlly dressed, when the infuriated man inade
towards him armed with an axe, and would have slain him

~ had it not been for the prompt and vigorous intervention of
' the man and woman of the house, who succeeded in - dis-

arming the assailant. Dunham’s calmness and Christian
fidelity, with the blessing of God, moreover, brought the
man to reason, and penitence, and prayer at once, and issued

: in his conversion.. His wife was no longer persecuted, and

his house became “a lodging place for way-faring men.”
This narrative the writer had from Mr. Jacob Peterson, a

son-in-law of Mr. Dunham.

~ 33. Before we close with Mr Dunham for the present we
must bricfly present three of Tis subordinates during the time
of His presiding eldership in the Province, as our object is to
preserve in some form a memorial of each Methodist preacher
who bad laboured in Canada from the rise of the cause of

- Methodism, down to the period of Case’s death. We give
those who cecupied a secondary place before Case’s time within
brackets for the sake of distinction. The three men referred
to were Coleman, Woolsey, and H. C. Wooster.

34. [“James Coleman,” we quote from his obituary in the
Minutes, “was born in Black-River township, N. J., on the
. 30th of October, 1766. His parents were members of the
Presbyterian Church, . In 1777 they removed over the
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Alleghany Mountains, and settled on the Monongahela.
Ilere they were destitute of the means of grace, and James
grew up in ignorance and sin ; his religious opinions, accord-
ing to his own account, consisting mainly in some vague
notions of the providence of God. About the close of the .
Revolutionary war, tie Gospel was brought to ‘those frontier
scttlements by the Methodist , miuistry, and the subject of
this notice became a regular hearer. Ilc at once ¢ received the
word with joy,” but when persecution came, ‘the blade of -
promisc withered away, for it had no depth of earth.” ‘

35. ¢ He now persnaded himself that he was one of God’s -
cleet children ; grew careless, and fell into habits of dissipa-
tion. While in this fearful state, he was visited by a severe
sickness, which, doubtless, was blessed to his good ; for soon-
after his recovery, he sought and obtained pardon, and united
himself with the Methodist Episcopal Church. Moved with
compassion for the souls of his fellow men, he asked“and
rceeived license as an exhorter. He was about this time
drafted to\serve in the war with the Indmnc but 1mdcr a full
“convietion that God had called him to engage in another and
better warfare, he refused to comply, and in thc mean time,
was licensed to preach. He informed the Captam of the fact,
‘who replied, ‘If you want to preach you may go and preach
in the army ;’ and subsequently sent an officer with two or
three men to seize him. They found Lim preachmg, and

having heard him t}nouvh, thcy went’ away, mol eatmg h;m o
- further.”

36. In 1791, he entered the itinerant ranks, and was
appointed- to Redstone Circuit, somewhere to the. West.  The
next year he was fetched North-castward and stationed on
" the Litchfield Circuit, in" the New York District. The fol-
lowing year he was sent a Missicnary still further north, to
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Fairfield : and in 1794, to endure as a Missionary the
hyperbonan winters of Canada itself. e entered the country
in company with Woolsey and a young Canadiaa who was
returning from the United States, and who served as their
guide in first'ascending the Mohawk River to Fort Stanwix,
where by a short portage they entercd Wood Creck which
flows into Oneida Lake, which in turn discharges its waters
by the Onondaga River into Lake Ontario, which they

- entered where Oswego now stands, and then coasted along its

shore_and crossed.tp Kingston. That young man was Jofin
—Baily. of Mounlinette, who entertained the writer with the
p:a.rticulars of that journey forty years afterwards at his fire-
side, when he lad become known among his neighbors as
“ Kather Baily.” Once or twice they were sheltered and fed
in Government forts, or ¢ block houses ;”” but the Minutes say
« they went ashore fifteen nights in succession, and built fires
to kedp away the wild beasts ; and food faxlmo they were
“reduced to a single cracker per day each. ‘:El)g “ Upper
Canada_Upper Circuit ” was Coleman’s appointment this
year. The next year it was the Oswegotchie, a new name for
the lower Circuit. T'he next, (1797) was tl.e year when none
of their appointments appear in the Minutes. He turns up
the next year (1798) on the Niagara Circuit, of which he had
charge, with Michael Coate for his assistant. . ‘The next year
he was there alone, during which time, he performed the in-
calculable benefit to the Church of giving the first impetus ic
the right direction to -‘the afterwards celebrated Nathan

., of it by passing down the north shore of Ontario. There

" was then nothing but a bridle path through the woods, be-

“tween the now cities of Hamilton and Toron_to. He was
-accompanied half the way by a young man, afterwards known
.as James Gage, Esquire, (and a good friend of Methodism,)




HIS COTEMPORARIES. 43

as Mr. G. afterwards informed the writer. They lcft Mr.
Gage’s father’s house at Stoney Creek that morning with food
for themselves, and oats for their horses to answer for two
days. Night overtook them half way to York, which then
could not have had more than twenty families ; they tied
their Tiotses, ate their cold supyer, prayed and went to rest
on the ground; in the morning, they arose early, lunched and
praye 'hg\am commendmo each other to the keeping of Jeho-

vah ; and’giving each other a farewell embrace, they parted

never more to meet each other on earth. Gage returned to
prove himsalf the friend of Methodism till death, and Coleman
went on  his solitary way, down through the Bay Quinte
country back to his native land to serve in the itinerant work
till his death. :

37. The following character of him, given in the Minutes, is
confirmed by all the recollections of him in Canada. “Such
was his zeal for the glory of God, and such his love for the

souls of men, that no privatious or difficulties could arrest his .

progress, or even damp his ardour. - Though his abilities were
not great, and his acquirements but limited, yet such was the
peculiar unction that attended his prayers, so tender his love,
that no inconsiderable measure of success erowned his efforts;
and it is confidently believed that the crown upon his head

will not be without many stars, and some, too, -of the first .

magnitude.”

38. He returned, and laboured within the bounds of the
New York Conference till 1824, when he hecame superannu-
ated, in which relation he remained for the rest of life. In
the year thirty-one he returned, and paid a visit to his old
friends in the Bay of Quinte « country, with which they were
highly pleased. The simplicity and unction of his_minis-
tr”t'ons In the ‘town of ngston, the. wnter zemembers to
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bave known intelligent persons speak of with fond delight. The
_.old ggntleman thought proper to tell thein, what they might have
surmised without tellmg, namely, ¢ that be nevir was a great

S preacher. "
39. His brethren say of him in conclusiqn, « Tt is almost
, ~ needless to observe, that in all the relations of life he exhibited
e the most kindly dispositions, and the most cxemplary com-
0 _duct; and that his end was peaceful and triumphant. _Haring
be.emfor_ several years on the superannuated list, and gradual-
ly failing in strength, he at length explred on the 5th of
9 February, 1842, at his residence _in Ridgefield, Fairfeld
County, Connectlcut in the seventy-sevent'h year of hiz a,,e."
}Thxs is the first of the Canadian pioneers whom we have
‘followed across the Jordan of death. We shall have the
.pleasure of seeing that many others passed thropgh its icy

- waters as triumphant, and “ gained the sweet fields on the
banks of the River.”

‘ - ‘ 40. [Elija Woolsey, who came in with Coleman in 1794,
LoE and served with him under Dunham, is remembered as a bland,
lively young man, with perhaps as much piety as his friend,
and, we should think, rather more geniality. The only
incident the writer remembers illustrative of his character was
_ this: He amved one afternoon from the West, at the home
; of Mr. and Mrs. erght, in the front of Wllhamsbnro near -
. tke Rapld Plat a short time before the hour appointed for
C preachm weary and hungry—the old lady showed him into
. *  the buttery and set a lunch before him. Stopping rather long,
; ; his hostess putin her head and found him still eating with a
i © | zest, “Brother Woolsey, the house is full of people, ” said
b { she. «I will be out and at them in a minute, ’ was his
b i lively but energetic reply. And our informant said that sure
t

) I enough he “went at them ” .with a will, and with good and
S saving effect,
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41. This “ Lower Circuit” was his first in Canada ; the
Bay of Quinte, with Keeler as his assistant, washis second and
last. The children and grand-children of tkose to whom he
ministercd, and who were wont to speak in affectionate terms
of the young stranger, whose stay was only too short, will .
inclined to ask,—Whence did be come ? Whither did he ¢o?
To what status did he rise % The most of these very natur.!
Inquiries we are glad to have it in our power to answer. Ilc
came here from the Cambridge Circuit, N. Y., which he ka:d
travelled the year before (1793.) ¢ In 1796, he returncd, a::d
cotering New Eogland, he travelled Redding Circuit, C.n.
He located the next year, but in 1800 resumed his minis-
terial travels on Newburg Circuit, N. Y. The two followinz
years he spent on Flanders Circuit, N. J. In 1803, he was
appointed Presiding Elder of Aibany District, which he con-
tinued to superintend till 1807, when he was stationed =t
Brooklyn. The next year he travelled Croton Circuit, and
in 1809, returned to New England and labored on Pitsfieid
_Circuit, Mass. The three ensuiog years he spent in N. York,
on Duchess Circuit, and on the Rhinebeck District—onc ycar
on the latter. He returned to New England in 1813, and -
travelled respectively, Middletown, Stratford, and Redding
Circuits, in Connecticut. The. next eight years he labourcd
on Duchess, Courtlandt, Newburg, Croton, and New Rochelle
Circuits, in New York. In 1824, he was again in New Eng-
land, travelling the Redding Circuit. He continucd thirre
two years, the last that he spent in the Eastern States. Tn
1828 bhe had charge of Rochelle Circuit, N. Y. He preachcd
as a Supernumerary nine years more,—five on Courtlandt
Circuit and four on the New Rochelle ; and in 1838 wus
returned on the roll of superannuated veterans. His itinerant
ministry extended through forty-four laborious years. ”—So
says Dr. Stevens, in his “Memorials of Methodism.” At
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that time of writing (1 {1848) he says of him, “ Vepergble with

9 jage and virtnes, Mr. Woolsey still lingers in the Church, a
i beloved r remnant “of the ““noble army of itinerants who
founded Amencan Methodzsm. ”

aner to see what had become of him, we opened our
book-case to consult the General Minutes, when we found that
the IVth volume was missing. The carliest after 1848
that we have is ’52, where we searched in-vain for Woolsey ;
but we found a Mrs. Woolsey, a minister’s widow, charged
with 96 dollars in connection with the New York East Con-

ference ; the relict, no doubt, of the deceased pioncer. He,
: therefore, passed away sometime between ’48 and '52, and died

in connection with the Conference.  The Rev. Dr. Fitch
» Reed says « he dled in 1849 aged 78 years. ” :

43. Thus we see after leaving us he married, rose at times

to the Presiding Eldership, receiving the charge on some of -
the best Circuits, was (as the Minutes show) Superintendent
over many of the strongest men i a Conference of strong

- men, and stood by the cause till the last. Such was the

career of Elija Woolsey.

44, There was yet another of Dunham’s subordinates who

had labored im, and left Canada before the time of Case’s

- coming, who cannot be convemently described in any other
connection, and who must by no meauns be overlooked : this
~one is no less ‘a person than the devoted and soul-saving
Hezekiah Calvin Wooster. :
45. [ Calvin Wooster, as he was usually spoken of in

" " Canada, was, according to his own memoranda—found among

his papers after his death—« Born, May 20th, 1771; convinced

of sin, October 9th, 1791 : ; born again, December 1st, 1791
and: sa.ncuﬁed I‘ebruary Gth 1792.”7
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46. The Rev. Dr. Stevens says, “ It was no small honor
to New England that Hezekxah Calvin W'oos%et began hi;
powerful, though brief mmxstry, within its Iménis. .Hlsﬁrst
j - appearance on_the roll of the Itinerant host was the present

! year (1793-4,) when be was appointed to the Grandville Cir-
cuit, Mass. He began his labors professing and enjoying the
blessing of that perfect love that casteth out fear, and his
short, but useful career, was attended with demonstfations of
the consecration of his entire character. After laboring in -
1794-5 on Elizabeth Town, (N. J.,) and Columbia, (N. Y.,)
Circuits, respectively, he volunteered with Samuel Coate, to
join James” Coleman and Darius Dunham, in the new and
laborious field of Upper Canada. His trials there were. great.
During three weeks, on his way, he Aodfred ever;;l'oht under
the trees of the forests. - He. passed through th erness
of that remote region like a “ flame of fire ;’ the long-ncglect-

ed and unEemtent settlers tremb]ed under lus word while the

A g s

fow. and scattered saints_ bhguted forj joy. “Such, ” says the
Historian of  Methodism (Dr. Bangs) “was_the holy fervor
of his soul, his deep devotion to_God, his burning love for the

’ souls of Ius fellow-men. that he was the happy mstrument of

went, partxcularly in Upper Canada, that all the waters of
strife have not been able to quench it.” He was appointed to
the Oswegotchie Circuit, 1796, but entered the country by the
way of Kingston. He made his first appearance at a Quarter-
Jy Meeting in the Bay of Quinte Circuit. “ After preaching on
~ Saturday,” says Dr. Bangs, « while the Presiding Elder
(Darius Dunbam) retired with the official brethren to hold
the Quarterly Meeting Conference, brother Wooster remained
in the meeting to pray with some who were under awakening,

and others who were groaning for-full redemption 'in the

bl"o"f)’a"z)f‘ Ufmst “While uniting w1th hzs brethren in this

Jpe— ‘-.,.
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the congreoatlon, and many were filled thh | joy unspeakable,
and ‘were praising t the Lord aloud for what he had done for
thelr sou!s , while o others with §peechless awe, and s11ent love,

. were prostfated on ‘the floor. 'When the Presiding Elder

_ came into the house, he beheld these things with a mixturce

of wonder and _indignation, beiieving that « wild fire” was
burning among thc people After gazing for a time with
silent . astomshmcnf he kuelt down and began to pray to God

‘to stop the ¢“razing of the wild-fire,” as he had called it. In .
< the meanhrne \Voostu', whose soul" was-burning with the firc

- of the Holy Spirit, kuelt by the side of Brother Dunham,

" and softly whispered out a prayer in the following words

. . Lord bless brother Dunham ; Lord, bless brother Dunham.’

[P

.Thus they continued for some minutes, when at length the
- prayers of Wcoster prevailed, and Dunbam fell prostrate ‘on

e

the floor—and cre he rose, reccived a baptxsm of that very
fire which he Lad so feehn"ly deprecated There was now
harmony in their prayers, feclings, and views ; and this was
the commencement of a \ev1val of religion wblch soon spread
through the entire provinec.”” « The other preachers caught
the flame of divine love, and were carried forward under its
sacred impulses in their Master's work. ”

47. Of his piety and devotion the oid people were never
weary of speaking in terms of the most glowing admiration.
Indecd, his devotion to God und the work of ~avmn' sou's was
sbove all praise. He had got his scul deeply imbued with
(}pt__l , sanctlfylnﬂ——gplrlt, and retained it by mamtammv a
sp_’xl'}__uq_f' watchfulness and commuuion with the Unseen. - His

every breath was prayer. An old lady who entertained him,
(Mrs. Wright, of Rapid Plat) informed the writer, that on his
arrival he would ask the privilege of geing up to the loft of
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their_one storied, log building, which was the only place of

" retirement it afforded, and to which he had to mount up by

means of a ladder. There he would remain in prager till the
settlers - assembled for preachx , when he would descend, like
‘Moses from the mount with a face radiant with holy comfort.
And truly his _m@chmg was “ with the Holy Ghost sent down
from heaven. ” It was not ‘boisterous, but solemn, spiritual,
powerful —it was the fire which melts the rock. God honored

the man who honored Him. He was the insi:mment of a

revival characterized by depth and comprehensiveness; it om- -
‘braced sanctification as well as justification. Under his word

- “the people fell like men slain in battle. This was the

case when he became so exhausted that he could preach and
pray no longer : or his voice was drowned with the cries of the

- people. He would, with a radiant countenance and up-turned
" eye, bring his hands together, and say in a loud whisper,

“ Smite them, my "Lord ; ; my ] Lord, smite them. ”  And smite

them He did ; for “the &lain of the Lord were many.” This

is said to have been the case even when his voice and lungs

were so enfeebled with consumptlon that he had to employ,
(as be used - to do) an mterpreter to announce to the congre-

gation his whispered sermons.

48. We get a glimpse of him in his homeward journey from
the Journal of that eccentric, but honest man, Lorenzo Doyw.
He says, “ When I was in the Orange Circuit, I felt something
that needed to be done away. Timothy Dewey told me about_
Calvin Wooster, in Upper Canada, that he enJoyed the blessing
-of sanctxﬁcatxon, and had a mxracle wrought in. his body in
some sense ; the coursc of nature turned in consequence, and he
was much owned and blessed of God in his ministerial labors.

- Ifelt a great desire arise in my heart to see the man, if it

might be consistent with the Divine will ; and not long after I
D -
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heard that he was passing through the Cireunit and going home
to die. T immediately rode five miles to the house ; but found
he was gone another five miles further. - .I went into the room
where he was asleep ; he appeared to me more like one from
the eternal world than like one of my fellow mortals. - T told
him, when he awoke, who I was and what I had come for. Io
- saidy God has convicted you for the blessing of sanctification,
- and that blessing is to be obtained by the single act of faith,
_the same as the blessing of justification. I persnaded him to
contioue in the newhborhood for a few days ; and a couple of
- evenings after the above, after I had done speaking, he spoke,
or rather whispered, an exhortation, as his voice was so broken
by praying in the stir in Upper Canada, where from twenty
to thirty were frequently blessed in a meeting. At this time
" he was in a consumption, and a few weeks afterwards expired;
and while whispering out the above exhortation, the power

that_attended the same reached the hearts of the people;-

and some who were standing and sitting : fell like men that
were shot in the field of of battle ; and I felt it like a tremonr run
through, my soul, and every vein, so that it took away my
hmbs’_power, so that I ] el fo the floor, &e. He came to me
and said, ¢ the blessing is now.” No sooner had the words
dropped from his lips, than I strove to believe the blessing
mine now, then the burden dropped from my breast, and a
solid joy and a gentle running peace filled my soul.” So

much from Lorenzo,

49. The Minutes say of Wooster,  He was'a man of zeal,

grace, and understanding, but of a slender habit' of body,
which could not endure all the hardships of travelling and -
exertions in preaching to which his zeal, attended by a great -

- Tevival, exposed him. ” His labors in Canada, in the Confer-
ence years 1796-7 and 1797-8, expended his little residue of
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strergth and completed his ministerial work. Some suffering -
work was yet reserved for him. We fail to trace him in the,
Minutes for 1798-9. He had dragged his enfeebled body
back to the parental Lome to die. He arrived in the month
of June, ‘98, and lingered till November the 6th, “ and then
-died, ” says his father, ¢ strong in the faith and love ofJesus.”
" «He was,” says he, “an example of patience and resignation
to the will of God in all his sickness. When I thought he was
almost done I asked him if his confidence was still strong in
the Lord. He answered, « Yes, strong! strong!’ ‘A short
time before his death, when his strength failed fast, he said,
the neare(r he drew to etermty, the brighter heaven shined upca
him.’ _
50, Such a death must have been consoling to the parents
who had given up a son to a work which brought him to a
preziature grave; and the account of it will please and cheer
ou in the way of life the few remaining pilgrims who had any
knowledge of Wooster until tbey cross the Jordan of deatb and
bail bim in the skies.
¢:Saw ye not the wheels of fire,
And the steeds that cleft the wind?
Saw ye not his soul aspire, -
When his mantle dropt behind ?
“ Ye that caught 1t ag it fell, )
Bind that mantle round your breast
»0in you his meekness dwell,
So on you his spirit rest, ”

51. We must preserve -the memory of another holy man,
who labored one year in Canada-cotemporary, with Dunham,
through whom he stands connected with Case. We give his

biography as contained in the Minutes: — &
52. [“ MicnAgL CoATE, was bornin 1767, in Burhngton

County, State of New Jersey. - His parents were brought up

R
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in the persuasion of the people called Quakers;but became
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and were the
first in that neighbourhood who received the Methodist
preachers. When but a youth Michael was wrought upon by
the Spirit of God, which only proved as the morning cloud and

—-carly dew, which passeth quickly away, until his brother

Samuel commenced preaching, who was made an mstrument

- under God, of producing that pungent conviction which even-
tually terminated in his conversion to God, in the very night

of which he began to exhort, and from that time continued to
speak in public, which was in the Spring of the year 1794,
In 1795, he was admitted on trial as a’ travelling preacher,
and appointed to- Columbia Cireuit; in"the state of New York,

" on which he continued in 1796. ’Vhddletown, in Connecti-

cut in 1797 ; in 1798, at the solicitation of his brother
Samuel, he went a missionary to Canada, and travelled
Niagara Circuit.” (According to the custom of the times,
he was changed during the year to the lower part of the
country ; as he was well rethembered many years afterwards,
for his ministerial propriety and faithfal labors, on  the shores
of the Bay of Quinte and the banks of the St Lawrence.) «In
1799 he was ordained elder, and appomted to the City of
New York ; 1800, Pitsfield and Whitingham, in Massachu-
setts ; in 1801, New York City ; in 1802, New London Circuit,
in Connecticut ; 1803 and 1804, New York city, in which
year he married Mrs. Mehetabel Briggs ;in 1805 and 1806,
Philadelphia ; 1807 and 1803, Baltimore ; 1809, Philadelphia;

- 181¢, Burlington Circuit ; in 1811, 1812, 1813, and 1814, he.
was Presiding Elder of the West Jerscy District. Our beloved:

brother Coate, as a man, was possessed of a strong mind and
sound judgment; as a Christian, he was much devoted to God,
perious, weighty, and solemn in all his carriage. Nothing was
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more manifest in his character than his meekness and lowli-
pess. In the various important stations which be fiiled, he
ever manifested the same humility of mind; no air of self-
importance appeared in any part of his deportment. As a
Christian Minister, he was lively, zcalous, and energetic ; he
appeared always to have a deep sense of the infinite value of
immortal souls, which led him to use his utmcst exertion to-
save them from the wrath to come. He was an excellent
experimental and practical preacher, and as such was very
useful.  With the utmost propriety it may be said of him,
that his praise was in all the churches!

53. “ At the first Quarterly Meeting for Burlington Circuit,
in 1814, held at the City of Burlington, he preached on the
Sabbath with great animation acoeptablhty, and usefalness, to
a large concourse of people, on the subject of eternal glory.

" He chose for his text, Rev. vii. 9: ¢ And after this I beheld,
and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne,
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in
their hands.’ While preaching, he was favoured with a pleas-
ing prospect of that glory, and seemed to antxclpate the joys
of cternity. This was the last time he preached

54. #“On the ensuing Monday, he was taken ill, and con-

.- tinued ill until the Lord said, < It is enouOh come up hither,’

" which was about five weeks from his first illness. His afflie-+

. tion was' extremely severe ; but he paticntly suffered the will
“of God in his sickness, as he had cheerfully done it in his
~ health; yet he obsérved to some of his friends, that it is
 easier to do than to suffer the will of God. In the commence-
1 ment of -his illness, Satan thrust sore at him, and kis conflict
- was inexpressibly great; under these severe cxercises of mind,
he mentioned the twenty third chapter of Job, a portion of
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Seripture admirably suited to his case, which he requested to
be read to him ; during the reading of which the power of God

filled the place, and his soul was abundantly comforted. ‘Some
time after this, in a storm of rain at night, while the thunders
were roaring in the heavens above, and_ the vivid. lightnings
flashed most awfully, Lis soul was_filled with rapture, and he
shouted aloud the praises of God, declaring that the peals of
thunder sounded swecter than the most melodious music.
After this his soul was more ttanqml, and be viewed death ia
his solemn approach, with the utmost composure, and with the
great apostle knew he had ‘fought a good fight, and finished

his course, and kept the faith, and that henceforth there was
laid up for him the crown of rightcousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, stood ready to give him.” And on the
first duy of August, 1814, he took his solemn exit to a world
of spirits.”

55. He was well'remembered in various parts of the Pro-
vince, when the writer commenced his ministry. He was
‘represented as inferior to his brother Samuecl in eloquence,
but his superior in wisdom and piety. He died at the age of

* forty-seven. We get several glimpses of him in the auto- |

biograpby of the veaerable and Rev. Heary Boelim, who says
of Coate, “ H¢ was distinguished for strength of mind and
soundness of judzment, and especially for that meek and
quiet spirit, which in"the sight of God is of great price.” ‘
56. « Jorx RoBINsoN,”, (as he'was called in the Minutcs,
afnoufrh his descendants say that ROBERTSON is the true
spelling,) was another whom' Casc found in a located position
. who had once labored cffectively in the Proviace, and had even
had the oversight of the District entrusted to him. For this
reason alone we place him at the head of a class of men who
lahoured anterior to the time of our subject, to whom it com-




“ HIS COTEMPORARIES, R

ports with our design to give a passing notice ; but he was
morally inferior to some of them.

57. He ‘¥as born in that hot bed of Methodism, the State
of Maryland, Nov. 26,1769, and baptized by the celebrated
George Whitfield. He was converted at the age of nineteen.
His friends say he began to travel the following year, 1789;
and the Minutes show that some one of that name was then
received on trial. He discontinued for_four years, and was
re-admitted on trial in 1794, eﬁaven years before Case. His'
first appomtment after resuming travelling was the Freehold
‘Circuit in New Jersey. In 1795, he laboured on Chester and
Lancaster Circuits, Penisylvania, with two others—one of those
gix weeks Circuits of other times. In 1796, he appears as the
assistant of Solomon Sharpe, a man of some notoriety, on the
Milford Circuit. The next year he was with another man
of some mark, Anthony Turk, on the Delaware Circuit.
«This Circuit,” says the Rev. Dr. George Peck, ¢ lay on the
bead waters of the Delaware :River, embracing the country
west of Catskill mountains, and east of the Susquehana River,

as rough and ‘romantic a region as ever civilization penetra-

ted.” He remained on that Circuit another year in charge,
with a good blundering Dutchman, William Vredenburg, for
his assistant. In 1799, he was on Dorchester alone. The

next year he was alone again, on the Mohawk —so called from’

the Mohawk Valley and adjacent parts in which it lay. -

58. In 1801, he makes his first appearance in Canada,
four years before Case entered it, on the old Ottawa Circuit,
with Caleb Morris for his assistant. The next year (1802)
he is transferred to the other extremity of the Provincial work,
and stationed on the Niagara Circuit, with Daniel Pickett for
his assistant. In those days his personal appearance was pre-

 possessing, and his preaching was regarded as superior for the
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times. He had now- travelled eight years, and xas thirty five
years of age, and ‘the Blshop thought it safe to entrust him
with the oversight of a district ; and he appears in the Min~
utes for 1803, as the Presiding Elder‘for Upper Canada. The
next year he is returned as “located.”

59. The fact is he somewhat irregularly and blamably left
the work during the previous year. He who had self denying-
ly abstained from marriage for four long years after rcceiving
-1ders’ orders, is now fascinated with one of Canada’s fair
daughters in the Bay Country, and becomes affianced to her,
All that' was very venial, but, she fell ill, and he was in such
huge concern about her, that no other person could be entrust-
‘ed to nurse her but himself. He never left her bedside—
leaving his Quarterly Meetings to take care of themselves—
while he staid to ‘perform the most delicate offices for her.
And then as soon as she was recovered, fearful that his prizc
might escape him, married her; and at once settled on a farm
given him by his father-in law, Col. John Parrott. His dis-
trict was negleéted for the rest of the year. There was this
extenuating consideration, that the lady, Miss Mary, wasa
most-estimable person. - -

60.. Tt is but just to Robinson to say, that f'or sixteen years
after his’ location, to use the language of one thoroughly
informed, ‘“he was a faithful and earnest preacker of the Gos-
pel.” A relative says, «In 1820, he became afflicted with a
melancholy, which terminated in insanity. At the end of

_seven years this affection left him, but he was characterized
by extreme eccentricity to the end of life.”

. 61. He resumed preaching, whenever he could get auditors,
and his sermons were extremely denunciatory, not without_a
considerable spice of wit and sarcasm. He died in 1848, in
the City of Philadelphia, on his way home from a visit to his
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frierds in Maryiand.” 'We are happy to add, from the same
friendly source, “he left the pleasing assurance that he had
éone to a joyful rest beyond the tomb.” He has left descend-
ants highly respectable, who give their influence to build up
the cause of Methodism.

62. [Joserm JEWELL, althouzh from the plan we have im-
posed on ourselves, comes in subcrdinately to Robinson, was
really his superior—not only morally, but officially; for during
the time they were co-temporary together in Canada, he was -
the Presiding Elder, and the other a common Circuit Preacher ;
yet, as Jewell was not in any way connected ‘with Case in
Canada, we can only connect him with our narrative by asso-

“ciating him with one that was.

63. Jewell was a native of Ireland, bat converted in Penun-
‘sylvania, and was raised up into the, mlmstry from the
neighbourhood of Bochm’s Chapel, alon«r with Simon Miller,
Richard Sneath, William and James Hunter, James and
William Mltchell Thomas and Robert Burch, James Aikens,
and Henry Boebm; men, all .of whom did good service te
Methodism. He was received on trial for the miaistry in .
1795, one year after Robinson, and ten years before Case.
That year he was appointed to Dover, somewhere in the centre
of the American Methodist work. The next two years we
have failed to trace him, but he must have been going on sat-
isfactorily ; for in 1799, we ﬁnd his name among the Elders.
just four years after being received on trial, the disciplinary
term of graduation. Dr. G. Peck says, “ Joseph Jeweil was
received on trial in 1795, and it seems probable that he as
employed by the Elder in 1794, Mrs. Anna Briggs says she
Was converted when Jewell was on the circuit, ata quarterly
meeting - in the meeting house. below Buttonwood. Mrs,

Briggs’ story, which we took ﬁom her IIP.: proves our theory
Dl




R

58 CASE, AND

‘with regard to Jewell's appoinémcnt to Wyoming ”  Imme-

diately after receiving Elders orders he is entrusted with the

_ Canada District ; which speaks loudly for the confidence
reposed in him by the authorities of the connexion. This

position he retained” during the next four years. His office
was not the sinecure .it might seem from the small number of
the circuits in his district. We must look at the extent of
country travelled over and remember that the Presiding Elders
of that day were the pioneers, or district missionariés, who did
not say “Go!” but ¢ Come!” They searched out new
places, broke up new ground, and cut out additional work for
the Circuit Preacl}ers He was really what his name imported
in the estimation of all who knew him, a jewel. - He is re-

membered in Canada as a gifted, laborious, hymn-smging,’ ’

bachelor, Presiding Elder, who travelled the country from end

to end, preaching, praying, visiting, singing, and delightfully " B
‘talking of the things of God in the several families whose

hospitalities he enjoyed, in such a-way as to leave'a savor after
him, which made his % name like ointment poured forth.”

64. In 1803, he returned within the bounds of the Phila-

- delphia Conference, then newly organized, and was stationed

in the Lewiston Circuit. Within the bounds of that Confer-
ence he remaiced as long as we can trace him in the work

We find him superintending the Genesee District; then -

comprised within the Philadelphia Conference—the Genesee
Conference not having been organized till seven years after—
“during the next four years. The Rev. James Hughes says,
« He presided at the first camp meeting ever held in the State
of New York, at ‘Geneva Lake, in the summer of 1805—the
year of Case’s arrival in Canada This was probably the
meeting referred to in “Lerenzo Dow's Journal, from which,
as it gives us a glimpse of our subject and the times, we give

- P ege aa
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a short quotation —¢ Thursday, May 22nd, 1 saw Brother
Wdhs, who-married us, and Joseph Jewell, Presiding Elder of
the Genesee District, who ‘came a great distance to attend
caihp meeting, and brought a number.of lively young preach-
ers with him, they never having attended one before. The
people attended in considerable numbers, amongst whom wag
Timothy Dewey, my old friend, whom I had not seen but once
for four years past. The wicked attempted intrusion, but
their efforts were ineffectual, and turned upon their own
. heads, being checked by a magistrate. Monday, 6th, we had
- a tender parting time. In the course of the meeting good was
" done in ‘the name of the Lord. I moved a collection for cne
of Jewell's young preachers, Parley Parker, formerly a play-
mate of mine.” Parley must have been in straits. In 1808
Jewell is returned in the Minutes as superannnated ; and in
1810, as located. If the writer’s recollection serves him aright
he was informed by the Rev. Henry Boehm, once Bishop, As-
bury’s travelling companion, that Jewell married ; and finding
; his health failing, took a supernumerary relatlon, but finding
, this temporary, or partial retirement, did not permanently re- - .
... store his health sufficiently to return to the effective ranks, he
thought best, as he had some private means, to retire from all
 Conferential claims and relations; and therefore did what was
then - very common for the best of men—Ilocated. But contin-

- sight on the resurrestion morn. Till then, though lost to sight,
*they- are to memory dear. '

65. In immediate connection with Jewell, we mention two
or three young men who will not come into notice any other
{way, and yet they deserve to be mentioned and remembered.

66. [[The first of these was SAMUEL DRAPER, received on
trial in 1801, and appointed to travel that yeax as the Elder's

‘ ued faithful and died in the Lord. Such men will come into - -




H

60 ‘ CASE, AND

Colleague on the Bay of Quinte. He only remained one year,
and was never under Robinson’s presiding-eldership. He

- returned to the States and laboured within-the bounds of the

New York Conference, till the time of his death, which hap-

pened in the Conference year,1824-25. He always had charge
of the circuits' he travelled—in one of which the old and

famous- Cambridge Circuit, he remained four years consecu-
tively, namely from 1819 to 1823 ; he was -presiding elder
two terms successwely—-—four years on the Champlam District.
and the same length of time on the Ashgrove. He always
staid two years at a time in a Circuit, excepting his first Circuit
and his last, from which his Master called him away. His

~ brethren admitted that « hundreds would have cause to rejoice

that they ever heard his voice ; ” and yet they thought proper

to record a censure avamst hun after he was dead! What
‘was he ggulty of 7 «He sometimes indulged too much in his

private interviews, in a humorous disposition!” We think
this a needless blot. Far be it from us to defend frivolity and

levity in any one, still less in a Minister; but whatis hu-

mor ? Why, it is something which pertains to human. It

- may make people smile because of its aptness; but what of

that ¥ Mr, D's play of humour was only allowed in ¢ private
- mtemews” " Perhaps as much could not be said of his cen-
sors. Thecynical Matthew Wilkes once reproved the célebra-
ted Robert Hall, for his drollery in company. Hall{respond--

ed, « The drﬁ'efence between you and me, Mr. Wilkes, is this

<1 talk my nonsense in the parlor, and you talk your’s in the |

pulplt » Draper died in Amenia, at the house of his ald friend

Peter Powers, in the forty-sizth year of his age, and twenty-

third of his ministry.

© 67. [[SErE CROWELL Was cotemporary with Robinson two

years in Canada, although he did not remain after the former

assumed the presiding-eldership ; but as he is nowhere else

P
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portrayed at length, although his name is several times men-
tioned, and is in every way worthy of such portrayal, we per-
form that labor of love in this connexion. The Minutes,
_ those curious and invaluable records, say “he was born in the
"~ year of ourlLord‘1781, in the town of Toland, in the State of
Connecticut. When he was about two years old, his parents,
with~ their fatiriiy, removed to the town of Chatham in the
same State, where he was converted to God-in 1797.” He
was consequently only sixteen years of age at that important
-event, “He commenced preaching in the New London Cir-
cuit, some time previous to the sitting of the New York:
Couference in 1801 ”—that is, at the age of twenty. - « At
this conferénce he was recewed on trial, and appointed a
stsmnary to Canada, where he laboured with considerable
- suceess.” His Canada Circuits were, according to tha M‘m~

- . utes,in 1801, Niagara ; and in 1802, Oswegotchie and Ottawa. .

But we heard him spoken of with. rapture in § S_Ldugnd
Thurlow, and we surmise ' that after ‘Bangs went out to assist
Sawyer on the Niagara, the Presiding Elder removed Crowe}l
to the Bay Quinte country. He is.remembered in this country
as very boylsh looking, being small of stature, so as to lead

- the peaple to speak of him as a Little Crowell.” He is reported

 as gifted, voluble, ‘and possessed of flaming zeal and heroism.

Tradition says he slept a night in the woods of Murray, be-
tween the Trent and Presque Isle, and that, Jacob like, he sat
~ 'up a pillar in the morning, on the yielding substance of which

friable stone he engra,ved % holiness to the Lord,” mth his -
pocket knife. .. ° T

68. Dr. Bangs says of him: “ He was a young preacher of
great zeal, and the most indomitatble industry. He possessed
superior talents,” «He graduated,” say the Minutes, “in
the usual manner to the offices of Deacon and Elder, In
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1803, he laboured on the Fletcher Circuit ; and ia 1804 on the

Brandon ; in 1805, the Albany ; in 1806, in the City of New

“York ; in 1807, Mlssmnary within the bounds of the New

York Conference in 1808, stationed in Schenectady ; in
1809, retarned supemumeraty, in which relatlon/he continued

* the next year; in 1811, in charge of Chatham, whenee he had

gone out into the work ; in 1812, in the same relation on the

Reading Circuit, with two colleagues.” We must allow the.
 Minutes to tell the rest. - “In 1813, his health being greatly ;&

impaired, he requested and received a superannuated relation

In this relation he continued for three years. In 1816, in
comphanee with his own request, he was appointed a Mission-
ary to labour within. the bounds of the New York Conference. -

The two following years he was stationed in the City of New
York ; and in 1819, be received a location. He was re admit-

ted a member of the Conference in 1824, and was returned in
. the Mmutes superannuated in which relation he contmued till
- the time of his death.” .

69, « As a preacher,” they.continue, ¢ Brother Crowell was

o possessed of more than ordinary talents. He was often heard
to speak in demonstratwn of the spirit and of power ; and he

was instrumental in the conversion of many-souls. He was
subject to great depressmn of spirits, and during great a part. of

 his ministerial career, suffered much through badily weakness, - -
. In his illiess his trials were very severe; but at lencrth he

gained the vxctory over all, and died in ‘peace in the City of
New York, on the sixth day of July, in the year of our Lord
1826.” Thus have we seen how another of, the Canadian

‘ Tpscmeers through much tribulation entered the kmo'dom

70. [[JAMEs AIKENS is another of those who-fall under our
present head-as associates of J ewell. We have an’ obituary
of him made ready to our hands ; and most creditable it is to

-the younv Irishman, who spent some of his earlier ministerial -

)
Lo e

MR

.
- o o



~ cal aid eannot help me.’ _ 0

HIS COTEMPORARIES. €3

lifoin the wilds of Canada. “James Aikens—a native of
Ireland; who was born in the year of our Lord, 1778, came to
~ Amefiéa in 1792, experienced religion in Pennsylvania, and
attached himself to the Methodist Church in 1795. He en-
tered into the itinerant ministry in 1801, and was appointed
. suceessively to- the following circuits, viz., Oswegotchie, (in

~ “Canada,) Northumberland, 1\Iorthampton St Martins, Aceo-~
" mack, Milford, Cambrldf:e, Somerset, Bristol, Ceeil, Talbot,
- Accomack, Milford, New-Mills, Freehold, Asbury, Trenton,
; Freehoid, in 1829, (when he married,) Hamburg, Salem, and
* in 1823 to Bergin, where he closed his labors and his life
together, on the 9th of August, at the housetof John Theel, in
Haverstraw. He endured a very painful illness of about

twenty-threc days, from a cancerous ulcer in his face, with

great patlcnce To the family with whom he stayed, he ob-
scrved, in presence of his physician, ¢ shall die here. God
called m into the work, and he has called me out of it ; medi-

" 1. “Not a nurmur escaped him during the whole penod'

~of his illness, and on all occasions he evinced himself the subject
of the conso]mg power of the grace of God. Bemo' asked,
‘For what shall we pray 2 he replied, < That God may finish

- . his work.” ¢<What are your exercises relative to death? <1

have no choice—no will of my own.” Being asked, (perhaps
an hour or two before he died,) ‘Do you experience much
prin?’  ¢No.' ~¢Is Jesus precious'l’ ‘Yes.” ‘Do you sce
anything to obstruet your passage to tke Kingdom?’ ¢No.’
He-was informed he was dying, and though perfectly rational
to the last, his mind was placid, and he betrayed not a
symptom of fear, Thus has Brother Aikens finished his
ccurse with joy, and an abundant entrance, we trust, has been
ministered to him into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord

i
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and Saviour Jesus Christ.” He was an early fiiend of Jewell’s,
having been converted in the neighborhood of Boehm’s
Chapel. His death occurred in 1824, it being the 43rd year
of his age, and 25th of his ministry. : o

71. [[WiLeiax ANsON might be mentioned as a cotempo-
rary of both Jewell and Robinson in Canada. Both he and
Robinson were under the presiding gl;!ersh_lp of Jewell; but
he did not remain in- the country till Robinson came into
‘office, although he returned for one year after he went out of

office. Anson was a native of the United States, but received .

his first appointment in Canada to the Bay of Quinte Circuit,
in 1800, in which year he was received on trial. He had the
affectionate Keeler for his senior colleague. The next yéar
(1801-2) he was in charge of tho old Oswegotchie Circuit,

~ with the young Irishman, James Aikens, for his assistant.

His appomtment for 1802-3 was Grand Isle; a spot well

suited to its nae, in Lake Champlain. Many years after,

the writer heard one of his then parishioners speak in glowing
terms of the person, manners, preaching, and success of Wil-
liam Anson in that fertile place.

72. Thence he removed to the important Vergennes Circuit.

In both of these last two Circuits he was alone. In one or

other of these charges the following strange occurrence, tradition

- says, took place, which it is likely is authentic in its essentxal
~ features, as 1t smacks very much of the character of the times.

Anson, as the story runs, was very popular, and drew “many
of a certain settled minister’s congregation to hear him.
Some of these asked their pastor, how so able and attracting

a preacher could afford to labor for eighty dollars a year, while

they had to give him several hundreds ¢ He replied that the -

Methodist preachers had only a few sermons which they had

learned out of books an_d had got them by heart, by oft-

.-;.-gmp‘uz'hri"!‘.
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repeating ; but that they had no learning, and were not
capable of making a sermon for themselves. This led to a
P oposal that the two dominics should preach to the assembled
people {rom the same pulpit on a given day, and that each one
skould give the other his text just as he mounted the rostrum.
We have forgotton what Anson gave his brother minister:
whatever it was, he failed to make -anything of it, and came
down in confusion. He, however, gave his rival what he
 thought would be a poser; the words of Baalam’s beast
of burden: “Am I not thine ass #”' It unfolded itself
‘at once to the ready itinerant, and he applied it to his oppo--
pent—making the wicked Prophet to represent the minister,
vhose doctrines he did not believe; the submissive ass, the
congregation ; and the saddle, the heavy salary. . Such pas-
sages at arms, which were then not uncommon, have now
most happily passed away, but may be referred to as illustra-
tive of a state of religious society which once existed.

73. In 1804, we find him back in our own wilderness
sountry, and appointed to the Home District. This would
include the then village of York, Yonge Street, and all the
settlements up and down the lake, not included in the other
Circuits east and west. Let the respectable Methodists of
- Toronto and its neighborhood remember, that eighteen hun-
dred and, four was the date of their becoming a distinct pas-
'toral charge by themselves, and that Wi ANsoN was the
pastor. During this year he must have exchano'ed with the
l‘uat,ara. preachers, an arrangement then very common with'.
- single men, as our venerated Father ” Isaazc Van Norman,
now of Nelson, has a lively remembrance of the benefit he

received from Anson’s preaching, then himself a young man, -

residing at the foot of Lake Erie.
74, Our subject went out of the country as Case entered it,

2
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and returned no more. His charge that year (1805) was
Pitsfield, in the noble Ashgrove District. The next year he
removed to Southr‘Brit#in, where he was alone. The follow-

- ing year he was elcwa,tec‘:,p to the Presiding Eldership of the

Ashgrove District, in which he remained the full term of four

years. Thence he was transferred to the 1mportant frontier

sttnct Rhinebeck, in charge of whlclr““he remained but two
years. After that he was successively in:charge of Duchess,
Rhinebeck, Saratoga, Pittstown, Chatham, Hudson, and Pitts-
field Circuits, in most of which he had very respectable min-
isters as his assistants—another instance of the superiority of
the men who laid the foundations of Methodism in Canada.

75. In 1823, he was made a supernumerary, but still in
charge of Ballstown Spa, and Saratoga Springs. These two
sanitary posts seemed then, and: long after, to have been gar-
risoned by veteran invalids—he had another supernumerary

for his colleague. He continued in. this relation-—doing gar-
~“rison duty—receiving probably a small consideration for -his

labors—till 1838. In these appointments he often had old
companions in arms associated with bim,—such as Stead,
Ensign, Moriarty, and Lyon. The creation of the Troy Cen-
ference in 1832, comprised Anson’s residence within its

bounds, which, in 1839, placed him on the list of saperan-

nuates, where he remained to July 17, 1848, when he was
relieved from his toils and sufferings by death. It is said of
him, “ He had his full share of hardships, but never flinched.”
¢ Had undoubted piety, sterling integrity, and respectable

‘talents. He was laborious and useful, and his preaching was -
‘plain and powerful.” The few survivors among his Canadian

friends will read this clause of his life with interest.

- 76. [[CaLeB MoRRrs, who was Robinson’s colleague on the
old Qttawa Circuit, we shall have to dispatch in a summary

LW e T e vy,
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way, as he never laboured but that year in Canada, and we R
do not remember to have heard Lim spoken of, even by the . R 3
people of that region. That was the year 1801. He bad
been received on trial the year before, and travelled the Her- _ ]
kimer Circuit, in the State of New York, as the assistant of SR
the famous Anthony Turk. He and Robinson came into the | 1
Province together, from the same region. At the close of his L
year with us, he was removed to New England, and stationed ‘
oa the Greenwich and Warren Circuit with two others. In
1803, he was in charge of the Litchfield Circuit, New York
Conference. The next year he was ordained elder, transferred
to the Philadelphia Conference, and stationed at Cape May.
The next year he was the assistant of James Herron (whom
we shall have to consider among the worthy list of Canadian
laborers) on the Duteh Creek Circuit. In 1806, we find him
in charge of the Annamessex Circuit; the next year, in charge
of the St. Martins—all this time within the PLiladelphia
Conference. The next year (1808) that Conference returns
him as located. Thus he who crosses our path for one short
year, and who, comet like, passes to New England, to New
York, and then to Penvsylvania, changing his Circuit every
year, after geven years iticeravcy is lost to our sight forever. N
Nay ;. let us hope to meet him among the blood-washed in the T
Day of the Lord.] ‘ o

77 [[James HerroN, who was Jewell’s assistant on the
Oswegotchie Circuit in 1800-1, had been received on trial one
year before, and who had travelled the intervening year on the
Chester and Strasbourgh Circuit, Philadelphia District, with

three other laborers, was probably a Pennsylvania, Delaware,
or Jersey man. y
%78, We were told sonie things of him and bis labors while :
here, many years ago, by the old settlers on the banks of the
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St. Lawrence, but we retain nothing except the dim impres-
sion' that he is the young man affected with a sore leg, nursed
so kindly at old Mr. Ault’s, the father of Simon and Jacob, of
Matilda. ' ;

+79. He returned the next year, (his removal most likely
being hastened by the affection referred to,) and was appointed

to the Dorchester Circuit, in the ¢ Delaware and Eustern

Shore District:” - In that region he remained, and when the

. Philadelphia Conference was organized in 1805, he fell within
its boundaries, and labored (usually in charge) on the New-

burgh, N. J., Tioga, Annamessex, Duck Creek, (where he had
Caleb Morris with him,)" Accomack, Dorchester, (again,)
Somersett, Annamessex, (again,) Milford, Accomack, (again,)
Circuits. He rose to the Presiding Eldership one year,
(1808,) on the Susquehanna District[ It is remarkable he
never remained but one year at a time in any charge ; still,
Lis thrice going back to former Circuits, shows he was mnot
unacceptable in them. As his removes were frequent and
long, we surmise he remained singie’; as so- many preachers
then did, while in the itinerancy. Helocated in 1814, having
probably married about that time. :

" 80. He was evidently a man who' maintained a good stand-
ing. We have not _searched the Minutes to see whether he
ever returned to the work of a Circuit again, which he may -
have done, like a great many others; but we must now part
company with him till we meet at the resurrection of thé'just.

81. [[Sauvuer Howe was another of Robinson’s direct
cotemporaries, being one year, like himself, under the Presid-
ing Eldership of Jewell, and the second of the two he spent
in the Province under that of Robinson. We have not
gleaned any reminiscences of him in this country, the time of
his advent being so early and his stay so’short. We adopt
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the obituary we find in the General Minutes: from which it
appears that he went out of the country as Case came in—
rcturned, and remained in the New ‘York Conferénce, where
* he remained till the formation of the Troy Conference in.
1832, within whose boundaries his geographical position placed .
him, aud in connexion with which he remained till death.

_ From this obituary, furthermore, we find that he, like most of
the young pioneers who labored in Canada for a short period,

turnéd out and ended well. The men who planted Methodism
~ in opr country were good and reliable. ,

82. “ Samuel Howe was born in Belcher, Mass., in 1781.
When he was seventeen years of age, his father with bis
family removed to Decatur, N. Y. Soon after their settle-
ment in their new home, young Samuel was led to Christ and
salvation. He at once began to improve in the social means
of grace, and it was soon apparent that he had talent for use-
fulness. He:was licensed first to exhort, and soon after to |
preach as a local preacher. He was reccived on trial by the
Philadelphia Conference, which then embraced the western
part of the State of New York. This was in 1802; which
year he labored in that position of the work; in’1803, he
labored on the Niagara and Long Point Circuit,” in Upper
Canada; “in 1804, he was ordained deacon by Bishop
Watcoat, and appointed to Ottawa Circuit,” (on the boundary
line between the Upper and Lower Provinces;) “in 1805,
(the year of Case's arrival here,) “he returned to the States,
and labored on Fletcher Circuit, Vt.; in 1806, he was ordamed
clder by Bishop Asbury ; after Whlch e labored as follows :—
1807, Scenectady, 1808, Albany Cireuit ; 1809, Montgomery ;
1810, Cambridge ; 1811, Brandon ; in 1812, on account of
family affliction, returned superannuated; in 1813, again
effective, and appointed to Middlebury, Vt.; in 1814, ap-
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pointed to Pitstown Circuit; 1815, Saratogz—i; 1816, Middle-
bury, again; 1817 and 1818, New York City; 1819 aund

‘1820, Rhinebeck ; 1821, Montgomery, again; 1822 and

18¢3, Saratoga, again ; 1821 and 1825; Cambridge, a second
time; 1826 and 1827, Chatham ; 1828 and 1829, Pitstown;
1830, Lee, Mass. Here he continued to labor till the fall of
the year; when his nervous system became so prostrated that
he was compelled to desist. In 1831, he received a super-
annuated relation; after which he continued unable to do
effective service.

83. “ Brother Howe never engaged in any secular business,
as he did not consider himself released from his call to the

work of the ministry ; but at all times he held himself in readi-"
 ness, to the utmost of his strength, to preach anywhere and every-

where—in the city, or in the country—in the streets and
public conveyances. He was empbatically a man of one
business, and he was truly faithful. His theme was uniformly
religion. All who associated with him, whether in Confer-
ence, in public, or the private circle, felt that they were in
the presence of a man of God.  He was always solemn and
dignified. .-Samuel Howe never trifled.

84. ¢ Some twelve years since he sought and found the
blessing of perfect love. It seemed to mould and fashion his

- alrcady devoted spirit all over anew. This was his constant
theme during the last year of his life, in the pulpit and the-

private circle. In its enjoyment he lived, and labored dili-
gently to bring others to the fountain opened by the Saviour's
blood, that they, too, might wash and be clean.

§5. « On the 16th of February, 1858, he left his home in
Lansingburg, and went to the North Sccond Street Church in
Troy, to attend the funeral of an aged brother in Christ and
an old acquaintance. At the conclusion of the discourse he
arose and made a few remarks, which he concluded by saying,
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that as he had cntered into his seventy-eighth y'ear,'he should
soon follow the deceased, and hoped to meet him in heaven.
‘Tl immediately retired to oneeof the class rooms in the base-
ment, where in'a few moments he expired. His remams were
conveyed to Tansingburg, and on the followmv Sabbath,
according to a request he had made years previously; the
funeral sermon was preached by his familiar friend, the Rev.
Seymour Coleman, who addressed a large audience from Ne-
hemiah vii. 2. Truly our. venerable Brdther Howe ‘was a
. faithful man, and feared God above many.” Let us follow
him as he followed Christ.” May every Canadian: MetLodlsr,
from the ground of his-beart, say, Amen !

86. [[ Anotheryoxinv man came into the Province the year -
of Robinson’s presiding eldership, and continued, as Howe did,
two years—going out in 1803, as Case came in. This was -
RevBiN. Harris. ~ He speot lns first year in the Niagara
* and Loug Point Circuit, and his second on the Bay of Quinte.
As we have gleaned nothing about him from private sources
we avail ourselves of the official obituary of him in the Minutes
of 1844. ‘

87. ““ ReuBeN HARRIS was born in Canterbury, Windham
County, Con., the latter part of 1776, and was awakened and
converted to God by the instrumentality of Methodist preach-
ers, in the autumn of 1800, and very soon united with the
M. E. Churck. He not only united with the Methodists as
the people of his choice, but he studied and became attached.
" to the entire system of Methodism, in its doctrines, discipline,.
usages, and government ; {from which he never swerved to the
day of his death. He received the first license as a local
preacher, November 26th, 1802, and was admitted on trial
into the itinerant ranks at the New York Conferénce, held at
Ashgrove, June, 1803, and offered himself as a volunteer for
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Uppe} Canada, where he travelled two years. In 1805, he re-

‘turned to the States, attended Conference, was received into

full connexion, ordained deacon. by Bishop Asbury, and sta-
tioned on Brandon Circuit, Vt.; in 1806, on Fletcher Circuit;
in 1807, he was ordained elder on Middletown ercmt in

Connecticut.

88 « He continued and filled various appomtments in Con-

" necticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, on Long Island, and in

Winchester County, New York, until 1823, when he was re- -
turned supernumerary, which relation he held until 1829, at
which time he took effective work. In 1834, he was agaiv
returned supernumerary, and in 1839 became finally superan-
nuated, and moved with his family to Chardon, Geanga County.

- Ohio, where he labored as health and opportunity permitted.

89. “In the latter part of December he left his home with
the intention to spend the winter further south, and return by
the way of New York, and be present at the Conference. He
travelled as far as Lancaster, Ohio, where, after preaching on
‘Sabbath, the 11th of February, he was taken with congestive
fever, which ‘closed his mortal career, on February 15th, 1844,

" in the 68th year of his age. He died in peace and ful

assurance of hope.” Thus have we seen another Canadian
pioneer preacher safely across the Jordan of death. The-
obituary further says of his character :—

90. “ Brother Harris, though of a peculiar mental constitu-

tion, was uniformly pious, a man of great patience and perse-

verance in labor; the Bible was to him the book of books.
He was sound in doetrme, and a useful minister of the New

Testament. He laboured long and suffered much in his |

Master’s cause, and has- gone, we trust, to receive a crown of

-

~life rom the Lord, the righteous Judge ” B
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91. [PETER VANNEST, one of the oldest and most reliable
o. Robinson’s corps of men during the year of. his presiding-

eldership, who had been one year in the Proyince before =

Robinson came into officc, under Jewell. He went out of
it two years before Case entered. We draw on his obituary
notice for the facts of his early life.

92. “He was born in Bethlehem Township, Huntington
~ County, N. J., on the 5th of August, 1759. In the year
1771 he went to reside in the city of Philadelphia. Shortly
after his settlement in the city he was powerfully awakened to
a sense of sin.  Qn one occasion he was so alarmed and terri-
fied that ke arose from bis bed and went in pursuit of some

one to interpose, lest (to use his own words) ¢ the deyil should_
_come and take hu_n&wpy boddz Such was the guilty dread
of his tronblcd mind, that every step he took the pavement
seemed to bend beneat.h his feet, and he feared that the earth

\as ready to open and swallow hlm up.

93. «In 1780 his awakenings were greatly renewed and be
tried for the first time in hislife the power of prayer. It was
not, however, until the year 1788, that Le was led to see him-
self-as he really was. Being in Bristol, England, he was
invited by a friend to go and hear "Methodist preaching, at
what was then called Guinea-street Chapel. Mr, Thomas
Warwick was the preacher. He thought, while listening to
the man of God, that his discourse was all directed to him,
and that nothing but motives of delicacy prevented the
preacher from telling his name. Under this\zf’m:);?\e had
such views of himself as he never had before; and on retiring
“to his lodgings the solemn resolution was formed, that in the
Strength of grace he would try and save his soul, and part of
that night he spent in prayer to God to have mercy upon him,
a poor sinner,

E -
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94. “ A few days after this, according to his own request,

- T wasg 1eecived on trial, and in about two months found peace

with iod thrimo! sur Lord Jesus Christ, in Richard Bundy’s
class, whieh L 1 10 his own house. In this class he con-
‘tinued to meet for hiout three years, when he was appointed
uhe leador ofa cliso in Bedminster. In the beginning of 1794
the Rev. Henry Moore sent-him the Local Pfeachers’ Plan,

- the appointments upon which ‘he filled till 1796, when he re-

‘turned to America. The latter part of this year he was
received on trial in the Philadelphia Conference, and appoint-
ed to Salom Circuit, N. .T.. with Robert McCoy, but did not
g9 out 1hat year. The ucy: year, 1797, he -attended the
Conference at Duck Creek, (Smyrna, Del. ,) and was again
received.

95. ¢ Airer Iisreception his appointments were as follow ;
1797, Misidiciown, in. the, place of Michael Coote, who went
to Canade; 1798, Croton Circuit, spent three months, and
then sent to Middletown again; 1799, Whitingham, to form
a new Circuit; 1800, Fletcher, formerly Essex ; and in 1801,
New London.” In one or both of these two last Cn'cmts hls
travels were extended into Lower Canada, where he was very

(B3 e i s A s e . 5 P et s

succescful As that relates to our specific object, we are

happv to be able to present from his own pen some account of
5 his labors. He says, “ We had a good time all around the
: Circuit ; I baptized by sprinkling, pouring, and lmmersmn,
. four hundred persons.

96. “My work required me to cross the chsxqox River.
When winter came I was unable to get my horsé—t_);éf the
river, on account of the boat being sunk. I therefore left
Elnm with a friend to bring into St. Albans, a distance of
zsevenfeen miles. I got over the river myself in a. canoe,

%;amid the drift of ice. I travelled about_one hundred miles
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on foot and. most of the way through the woods and deep
‘snow, yﬂxgnt_ :_a.ktrack a.nd sometimes sbeppmg mto _spring-
Tioles up to my knees in mud and water; the snow would
‘wear off the mud, but did not dry my feet. Some part of
the way was on the ice, which at thét season covered the
-Bay, “where I found the water three or four inches deep;

and bemg compelled to travel in shoes (havxng ‘ne boots) I
had wet feet of course.” “Hg then,” says the Rev. J. Hughes,

“gets his horse, but the horse dies towards summer, _,uts'\
another, and at | tEe close of the year starts on horseback for °
fhe  Conference, four hundred miles; reports an increase to

the Church of 125 members.”

97. Mr. Vannest was appointed to Upper Canada in 1802,
and remained two years. His appointments, according to the
Minutes, were Bay of Quinte, 1802,and Oswegotchie, in 1803
But it is certain from his own published account, that he
travelled the Niagara country as well. Transpositions were
often made of the Circuit preachers during the year, by the
Presiding Elder, at that time. His appointment to the Pro-
vince must have been a great acquisition to the work. He
was a matured man of forty siz years of age, who had seen a
good deal of life ; he had a Christian experience of fourteen
years’ length ; it was esght years since he had begun to preach
35 a local preacher ; and he had been in the travelling ministry
six years. Besides all that, he was a man of a very decided
character. Hear the Minutes after his death :—

98. « Father Vannest was naturally a man of strong pre-
judices, and when he was converted this peculiarity was sanc-

tified to a good end, as he evidently became fized in all the
great views of truth and duty. 'When he was converted to -

God he was converted to Methodism ; indeed, religion and

Methodism with bim were weords of the same import. He no

sooner knew the love of God, than he became a warm and
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enthusmstlc adiniret of the Wesleyan doctrine and eoonomy

From that time to the day of his death, none of the fathers

viewed with more jealousy the abandonment of ancient
usages; or the introduction of movelties, than did he. All

‘eo meanle

who knew him intimately know with what delight he spake

of his personal knowledge of, and intercourse with our vener-
able founder. He was most undonbtedly, to the best of his
knowledge, a true follower of Wesley. Often in Love-feasts,
and in his exhortations to his junior brethren to ¢ walk by the
same rule, and mind the same things,’ would he “enforce his
godly “admonitions to follow Wesley, by saying, ¢ These eyes
“have seen him, these ears have heard him,” and stretchmg hing forth
This hands, he would add, ¢ and these hands have handled him;’
and, in anticipation of the society in heaven, he has repeatedly

said, that next ts to_his Sakur, he_ longed to see Wesley. *"He

e

s;eaks thus of his Upper Canada labors and experiences:— -

. 99. «In 1802, Joseph Jewell, PremdmO-Elder, from Upper
Canada, came to the Philadelphia and New York Conferences

upon a recruiting exepdition ; 4s at that time no one was sent
across the lines without his own consent.” Mr. Vannest says,

~« I volunteered, and was sent to Oswegotchie. From a place
called Bastard to the River Rideau was fourteen miles, the
way the road went ; but to cross a point of the woods it was

but seven.” [ He must Fave been mistaken in that ; for it was

much further from the nearest settlement in Bastard to any
settlement then formed on the Rideau.] #I got a man to pilot
me ; he'was soon bewildered, and said that we were lost, and

e despaired of finding the way out. We tried to track our way

back, but it was impossible, the leaves were so thick, so I
undertook to pilot myself, and soon found the road. We
got safe to the appointment. At that place 1 fourd an Indian
family encamped on the shore of the river. The man asked
for some tobacco, and I gave him some. The next morning I

fel
fel
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went to see hlm, and he offered me a fine leg of venison. I
fold him T did not want it. He said, * You take um, you eat
um, you welcome—bacco.” I asked him how far their castle
was. He held up his hands, and said so many hundred miles.
I asked him to show me how they went. Hc took a stick
and made a map on the sand, so complete as to show the
lakes, rivers, and the carrying-places for their canoes through
" the woods. I asked him the distance from such to such a
place. He began with bis fingers thus: one finger for a hun-
dred miles, a crooked finger for fifty, and a finger across the
crooked one for twenty five miles. I marked down as he went
from place to place, and found it was one thousand miles to’
where he pointed, :

IS
o

100. ¢ We had to go twenty miles without seeing a house,
and were guided by marked trees, there being no roads. At _
-one time my colleague was late in geiting through the woods, -
when the wolves began to howl around him, and the poor man
felt much alarmed ; but he got tbrouOh unhurt, for which he
felt thankful to the Lord.

101 ¢I think in August I went to the Bay of Quinte Cir-
cuit.” [It then included the Home District.] *In summer
we crosséd ferries, and in winter we rode much on the ice:
One appointment was thirty-four miles distant, without any
stopping place. Most of the way was through the Indlans
land—otherwise called the ‘Mohawk Woods.” In summer I
used to stop half-way in the woods and turn my horse out
where the Indians had had their fires. ln winter I would
take some oats in my saddle-bags, and make a place in the
snow to feed my horse. In many places there were trees
fallen across the path, which made it difficult in getting around -
in deep snow. I would ask the Indians why they did not
cut out the trecs, One said, ‘Indian, like deer; where he
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mo creep under, he jump over.’ There was seldom any tra.
velling that way, which made it bad in deep snow. :

102. ¢ At one time, when the snow was deep, I went on the
dce. till I could see c]ear _water, 50 I thought it time to go
ashore. I got off my | horse and led him, -md the ice cracked
at every step, If 1 had broken through, - there would have.
been nothing but death for us both; but the good Lord pre-
served both man and beast. I got to the woodsin deep snow,
and travelled up the shore till I found a small house, where I
found out the course of my path tbrough the woods. keepm«r
a good look out for the marked trees, I at last found my ap-
pointment about seven o’clock. If I had missed my path, I
do not know what would have become of me. At my stopping
place the family had ne bread, or meal to make any of) tiil

-they borrowed some of a neng_hbor ; 80 1 got my dione- and-

__supper about elven o elock on Saturday night. On Sabbath

I preached. On Monday I rode about five miles, crossed the
Bay, and then rode seventeen ‘miles through the woods with-
out seeing a house, preached and met a class for a day’s work.

103. “In the s sprmg of 1803 I led my horse about three
miles on the ice of the Bay of Quinte, in the af‘ternoon That
niglt | the ice all sank to thq _bottom so that next mormnrr

there was none to be seen! Thus the Lord has saved me
from many dangers, seen and unseen. Glory be to his holy

name forever ! Amepn. - .

104. “In 1803 I went to the Niagara Circuit with a young
‘man by the name of Samuel Howe”—[whom we have fol
lowed to heaven.] “ Wehad no Presiding Elder that year,”
[the year of Robinson’s dereliction from duty,] *“so I had to

__attend Qua.rterly Meetings on that and the Lo'w-Pcmu Cir-

cuits, = Ata newly settled place in the Circuit, I appointed

""a Love feast and Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. It wasa
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pew thing: there, and many attended. There was a small .
“class there. I told the leader to admit all members and seri-
_ous persons, 50 he let them in till the house was filled to over-

" flowing; but I did the best I could with ‘the multitudes. I
enquired why he let so many in.. Hec said they all looked -
serious. and he did not know them. )

'105. * After meeting, a genteel-looking man came to me,

and requested me to preach in his house. I told him I did ,

not think I could, as T had so many appointments; but 1 .

inquired where he lived; and what sort of a house he had. “

He said he had a large house; he kept tavern, and had a

large ball room that would hold many. Sir, said I, you do

not want meeting in your house—there was no room for the

Lord in the inn—but I thank you for your compliment. ¥Ycu

know you do not want it, and the Lord knows you do ot

want it.” [Good judges of human natare were those early ,
 itinerants, and plainly spoken, too.] “ So he went away, and S T~

‘before he got half way home he feli coavicted, and said to o

lumself—‘I dxd not t want meetmb How did the man read

uy heart?’ When he got home he made up his mind to sell-
bis distillery, and to make and sell no more wlnskey He

~_gave his ball room to the Lord for°a place of worship till the
Society could get a better place. There were seven brothers
of them, who, with their wives, all got religion,’and a good
work began in that place. S0 the Lord works in his own
way. Glory be to his holy name!” The reader will, no
doubt, feel that this. peep at. olden times, throngh the eyes of
an actual observer, as refreshing as the transcriber must con-

fess he does.
106. Honest Peter Vannest must have been a very primi-
tive-looking man; and although ke carried his ideas of plain-
‘ness to an extreme, even that extreme showed his conscien-
tiousness. He wore no buttons on his coat, but fastened it
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« with hooks and eyes; and he-bore hard on all who did not
come up to his ideal of plainness. Father Bailey, late of
Moulinette, informed the writer that when a young man he
went some distance to a Quarterly Meeting, and Vannest was
there. In the course of Saturday the preacher detected two
rows of brass buttons on young Bailey’s sprueé new coat, and.
Lc denounced it as a reprehensible instance ofpride and vanity.
The young convert was very anxious to be a Christian in all

,respects, and thinking the minister must be right, very
deliberately took out his pocket-knife and cut one row off,
 and made his appearance among the people next day minus

N the superfluous buttons.

107. Every Canadian Methodist will be glad to learn what
became of this devoted evangelist after his labors closed in
this country. In gratification of this natural curiosity, we
have to say he returned .to'the State of New Jersey, ana
took an appointment that threw him within the bounds of the
Philadelphia Conference, in connection with which ke spent
all the rest of his effective ministry, which continued till the
year 1818. Peck, in his Early Methodism, says, “ At the
Philadelphia Conference of 1807, Peter Vannest was ap-
? - pointed a Missionary to the Holland Purchase. He forded
Do the Geneses River pear the place.-where Rochester now stands,
and in the month of June preached his first sermon in what -
is now Ogden Centre.” ¢ He returned,” (at the end of the
year,) “according to the Minutes, fifty members.””  Pretty
well, as the fruit of ouly one year’s labor. Six years of the
time he remained effective he was Presiding Elder. In one
- of his Districts he had two brethren associated with him who
3 ~ had labored successfully in Canada: these were James Herron
. and William Aason. All the rest of his effective ministry
¢ he was in charge of important Circuits, often the. Superin-
o tendent of strong men—all of which proves that the quandom
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(Capadian pioneer was no mean man. In the pages of Peck we -

~ again get a glimpse of our hero. “In the summer of 1810,

a Camp-meeting was held in Minden, about twelve miles

from our native place.” When Cayugza District was formed

in 1808, Ostego Circuit was a part of it, and Peter Vannest

had béerrthe Presidiog Elder on that District for two years,

when the ‘Genesee Conference was orgapized. At the Camp-

mecting referred to, William Case, then a young ‘man, was

the Presiding Elder; but Peter Vannest was present, and .
had considerzble to say. It was with him a sort of farewell

festival, as from this meeting he left the cold Nerth and took

his place in the Philadelphia Conference. He had then

reached the “period of grave age, and was called father’ by

the younger class.” Two years he stood in connection .
with Circuits as a Supernumerary, which showed his dispo-
sition to do something for the cause when he could no longer
perform- full work. '

108. In 1821, he superannuated, and remained. in that

relation till his death, which embraced a period of twenty-one

years. Of that part of his life his biographer says: “ He .
resided in Pembertoa, where his private walk and conversa-

-tion has been well known and appreciated. The church in
that place, before whom he has goue in and out these many

years, knew that bis eye was the eye of a watchman to the last ;
and although he sometimes ¢rebuked sharply,’ nome were

- disposed to attribute it to anything save to his jealousy for the

honor of God and the purity of religion. Father Vannest, as
he was able, ¢ went about doing good.” - He especially took an

~ interest in poor widows and their fatherless children, and

besides visiting them, contributed of/his limited means to their
aid and comfort. It was a rare and imposing speetacle to
behold a minister of the Gospel in his ninety-second year, with

staff in hand, and without any special pastoral, going from
El
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house to house inquiring after the temporal and spiritua
welfare of the inmates. Often was he thus found.”

109. We skip over much thatis interesting and to his honor,
and give the closing scene. “On Tuesday, October the 8th,
1851, Lie wos attacked with paralysis, which totally disabled
one side, and so affected the power of speech that for two or
three days it was with difficulty he couid be understood; but
bis specch gradually returned, so that by Friday he could
communicate with any of the numerous visitors who came to
behold the saint of mcar @ cemtwry triumphing over death,
hell, and the grave. From this time until the next Thursday,
which finished his stay on carth, the interest taken in the
last mmoments of this'aged servant of God was evinced by one
inccssant stream of visitors. It was on Friday, immediately
succeeding his attack, that "his tongue secmed fairly loosed to
utter the praises of God.  On approaching his bed and inquir-
ing after Lis state and prospects, he would say, ‘O glory,”
elory, glory ! Hallelujah to the Lamb forever and ever!’ On
Sunday he was very happy and had many visitors; among
thesc were several young men, whom he exhorted most
-carnestly to be faithful to the service of God. To two sisters

wto called to -sce him on that day, he said, looking up with a
most heavenly smile on his face, ¢ Sce me die happy! see me
die happy, happy, happy !’ The verse of our hymus begin-
ning, ‘ I’ll praise my Maker while I’ve breath,’” furnished for
him a most favorite theme. Tkis he repeated and sung at
intcrvals to the last. Thus died Father Vannest, of the New

Jersey Conference, ¢ being old and full of days,’ leaving the

indubitable evidence that he had fought a good fight, finished

bis course, and received the crown.” o

H0. [Nemevia U. TOMPKINS will require a passing
notice; having laboted a year in the Province cotemporary with

- Robinson. This was the year 1802-3, and, according to the

D mem g o= iy

L TR 1Y
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Minutes, that was o the Oswegotchie Ci;c\iiit. e had

been received on trial at the previous Conference, but whence
_he came we cannot inform -our readers. We have gleaned
“ nothing about him, save his reception on trial ; his ordination,
first as a deacon, then as an elder ; and the stations he ocen-
pied, which were all in the New York Conference, and covered
eight years. So far as we have seen, he never had charge of
a Circuit but once, and never remained but one year on a
Circuit at once—from which we should be inclined to infer
that he was below mediocrity as a preacher or manager ; or
else, that he remained single till the period of his retirement,
as single men were more often subordinates, and usually
removed annually. He located in 1809. Wkether he ever
returned to the active work again, like many others who
retired for a time in those days, we have not searched the

Minutes to ‘find out—his hold on Canadian sympathy not

being sufficient to require it.” He seems to have been a
person of unblemished character.]

111. [SayueL MerwrN, who afterwards occupied a dis-
tinguished place in the American Connexion, took an appoint-
ment for one year in Canada. This was in no lcss a place
‘than the city of Montreal. 1t stood for that one year in con-
‘nection with the Pitsfield District. Duriag that year he
made an cunsuccessful attempt to introduce Methodism into
Quebee. (After preaching some time under the Presiding
Elder, he had been.received on trial in 1800, when ke wasg
stationed on Long Island ; in 1801, in charge of Redding;
in 1802, alone on the Adams¢’ Circuit; and then, in 1803-4
at Montreal ; two years before Bangs wert to Quebec. From
that city he was transferred to the city of New York, and
continued a highly honorable and useful career, which ended
peacefully, after forty years labor, in 1839, as appears f'rcm
the obituary in the Mmute which we transcnbe. s

£
.
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112, “ Samue! Merwin was born in Durham, Con., Sep-
tember, 1777, and while quite young removed with his parents

into New Durham, N. Y.  Here under the paternal roof he -

was instructed in the things of God. TFrom his childhood he
was more or less the subject of religious impressions.  Under
a funeral sermon he became deeply awakened : he earnestly

- sought aund found salvation through Christ, but being a mere

lad, and having no one to take him by the hand, he soon fell
back again into the world. It was not long, however, before,
through the instrumentality of the Methodists, after-continued
and severe struggles, he was again brought into the liberty
of the sons of God. Immediately he declared what God had
done for his sou] at the same fime exhorting his neighbors
to flee from the wrath to come. The Church looked upon

. AR .
him as a messenger of the cross, and thrust bim out into her

vineyard. When scarcely twenty years of age he was em-
ployed by the Presiding Elder to labor on a portion of the Dela-
ware District, in the New York Conference. In the year 1800
he was received on trial in the same Conference at its annual
session. In this and other Conferences he continued to labor
till called to his reward. He departed in peace in the sixty-

sccond year of his age, on the 13th of January, 1839, in'the
town of Rhinebeck, after having been engaged in preaching
. ~the Gospel about forty years.”  * % & % Xk

113. % Fora long time Brother Merwin occupied an eminent
place in the itinerant ranks, and was'répeatedly called to fill
important stations in the New York, New England, Baltimore,

and Philadelphia Conferences. He ‘was peculiarly qualified

‘to adjust differences, to settle difficulties, to administer con

solation to the afflicted, and to detect and expose the deceit- -

ful.and designing. He was a man of great punctiality : he
suffered nothing but sickness, or some other anavoidable cause,
to keep him from his post. ¢ *  As-a Presiding

ComN
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Elder, he was remarkable for his fidelity and diligence. His

personal appearance, especially in the pulpit, was unusually
commanding ; his voice melodious, clear, and.strong ; and he

~ spoke not only eloquent, but in demonstration of the Spirit,
and of power; and many souls were the seals of his ministry.

Wise in counsel, and skilled in execution, he gave his energies:

to the literary and benevolent institutions of the Church.

But he has gone, and precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his samts.” Boehm says that Merwin “ was a noble-
looking man.” The loan of such men as Ruter, Bangs, and
" Merwin, to Canada by our brethren in the United States,
lays Canada under lasting obligations. '

- 114. There was also one other man, whose name we have
just, now written, who had labored in Canada, and who left
the country as Case entered it, who, as he will not come
into view in any other relationship, _and because he was so
excellent and became “so dxstmgmshed we must com-
memorate, as it goes to show that Canadian Methodism
was planted and nurtured by a noble class of men, We

:}nﬁne” ourselves to the obituary in the Minutes.

* 115, [« MarTIN RuTER; D.D., was born April 3, 1785,
in Charlestown, Worcester County, Mass. . His parents were
pious.  'When not over three years of age, he had serious
impressions, which increased with his age until 1799, when he

- resolved to devote himself to God and in the:followmo' autumn
- experienced the fororu eness of his sins,and enjoyed peace with
God. In the winter of 1799 and 1800, he joined the M. E.

Church. - It sometimes occurred forcibly to his mind, even

before he experienced reh«non, that he should be called to

. preach the Gospel. Subsequently these im pressions increased, .

and he turned his attention closely to the study of divinitye

In the summer of 1800, he received license to exhort from the

Kev. John Broadhead, P, E. of the New London District;

A =
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with whoin he travelled about three months for the sake of
instruction. In the autumn he was licensed to preach, and
employed the succeeding winter and spring on Wetherﬁeld
Circuit, Vermont.

116. ¢ In June, 1801, he was admxtted on trial by the New
York Conference, being a little over sixteen years of age, and
appointed to Chesterfield Circuit. In 1802, to Landoff, N."
H. In 1803, he was admitted deacon, and sent to Adam
Circuit alone, In 1804 ke was sent to MONTREAL,” being then
only nineteen years of age; “he visited Quebec during the
year, and returned to Ashgrove Conference in 1805,”—the
Conference at which Case was received on trial and designated
to Canada. “Here he was ordained elder by Bishop Asbury,”
(a lad of twenty) ‘and sent to Bridgewater Circuit, N. H,
This appointment transferred him to the New England Con-
ference. In 1806, he travelled Northfield Circuit; in 1807,
Portsmouth and Nottingham. In 1808, he was appointed to
Boston, and elected a delegate to the first Delegated General
~Conference. In 1809 10, he presided on the New Hampshire
District; in 1811, sent to Portland, Me. In 1812-13, he was
located; in 1814, re-admitted, and appointed fo Norfh Yar-
mouth (where he lad resided the previous two years) and
Freeport ; in 1815, stationed in Sahsbury, Mass. ; in 1816,
attended the General Conference in Baltimore ; in 1817,
‘stationed in Philadelphia. In May, 1818, the Asbury Col-
lege in Baltimore conferred on him the degree of Master
of Arts. 'This year he was appointed to the charge of the
New Market Wesleyan Academy ; in 1819, appointed to Ports
“mouth, N. H., but remained at the Acadamy by an arrange
ment of his Presiding Elder; in 1820, attended the General Con-
ference in Baltimore, and was elected to conduct the business
of the Wesleyan Book Agency, at this time established in Cin-
cinnati; 1824, re elected to the Western Agency. In 1822,the

a7 LA
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Transyivania University of Kentucky, without his gknowledge,
conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. Before
the expiration of the second term of his Agency, he was
elected President of Augusta College, Kentucky, which office
he held somewhat over four years. Feeling anxious to be
engaged in the morc immediate and active duties of the Min-
istry, he obtaincd a transfer to the Pittsburg Conferénce, and
was stationed the two succeeding years in Pittsburg. Near
the close of his second year, in June, 1834, he removed to
Meadville to preside over Alleghany College, which had been
taken the year before under the patronage of the Pittsburg
Conference. . This office he filled with great advantage to the
College, until the summer cf 1837, whea he resiganed his chair
for the purpose of undertaking the superintendence of the new
Mission in Texas. Iis arrangements being made, he attended
the Pittsburg Conference at Stubenville on his way, left his

- family at New Albany, Ind, and reached his field of labor
some time in October.

117. “Here the want of laborers being great, the country
new, and the settlements extended acd far asunder, his rides
were long, his labors incessant, and his exposures great. He
continued travelling, preaching, forming societies, laying plans
for building churches, promoting Sabbath-schools and general
education, until the spring. Finding himself diseased, he took
" medicine and found partial relief. IHe determined to start for

bis family and rode some forty miles; but his strength failing.

he returned to Washington. He was attended by scveral
physicians, and numerous friends sympathized with him in his
 sufferings, and supplied his wauts. He suffered several weeks,
enjoying great peace, and exhibiting calm resignation to the

will of God, and firm hope of heavea just before his death,

which took place May 16, 1838.
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118. “Dr. Ruter was no ordinary man. Naturalty, perhags,
he was little more than many others. Hisearly advantages were
no more than a common-school education, and the period that
other young men usually take their college degrees, he spent
in passing through the grades of an itinerant minister. Yet,
in the itinerant ministry, Dr. Ruter became a titerary man,
well versed in languages, science, and history, and discharged
the duties of college President with great dignity. He was
an affectionate husband and parent, ‘ruling his own house
well,” an affable and courteous gentleman, and an interesting

- companion. He was more. Divine grace had deeply imbued

his heart, and drawn upon it in strong lines the moral image
of God; and his early devotion to his Divine Master was
mamtamed with umformxty through life. In the pulpit he
was solid, grave, warm, and dignified, generally listened to
with pleasure, always with profit. But these excellencies were
still excelled by his love to God and his fellow-men, impelling
bim in his fifty-third year into the Missionary ﬁeld where he
labored, sUFFERED, and DIED.”]

119. There was yet anot.her who deserves to be mentioned
in the located ranks in the Province—one of the earliest
pioneers, who was‘in the country when Case arrived, and who
was cotemporary with him during a large part-of his career,
who should naturally be contemplated before we take up our
henceforth continuous thread of history. This was no less a
rerson than the excellent—

120. GEORGE NEAL, who has been incidently mentioned
already. He was born in one of the southern British colonies
—say some. Dr. Stevens callshim Irish. In the Revolation-
ary struggle he took side with. his king and the mother
country. He entered the army and bore the rank of major
of cavalry, and his corps were all cut off. Once during the
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strife, seeing nothing but danger and death around him, he
pr xised the Lord in a flood of tears, if he would spare his
life he would endeavor to serve him. At the close of the war
Lie heard the cloquent Hope Hull, by whose preaching he was
reminded of his vow, awakened and brought to God, and led
to unite himself to the Methodists. He soon began to preach.

His call had something of the visionary in it, which character-
ized the experience of many in those days. He dreamt a
2 glittering sword was given him, having two edges, with the
name of Wesley emblazoned thereon. He entered the tra-
velling connexion in the States, but soon ad to refire for
want of health. His British proclivities brought him to
Canada as early as 1787 he crossed the Niagara River, in the
neighborhood of which he labored for some years. He com-
menced preaching against the prevailing vices of the country,
~and so exasperated the vulgar rabble as to provoke them to
pelt him with stones till the blood flowed down his face. But
heheld on his way, and was largely instrumental in obtaining
the regular travelling ministry to occupy the ground.

121. He was himself the means of the conversion of many
souls cre the travelling preachers came to his aid.  The
- Rev. George Ferguson, in his manuscript journal, ascribes
Christian Warner’s conversion, who was so useful to Nathan
Bangs, to the instrumentality of Neal; and that zealous man
of God (Ferguson) while yet a preaching soldier, during.the
war of 1812, found many of Neal’s converts in various places
on the frontier; and still more of them when he came to trave
- on the Niagara Circuit in 1817. He also speaks of encoun-
tering the old veteran on the Long Point Circuit, at a later
penod namely, in 1822. We will allow him to speak of his
venerated friend in his own words. “I was privileged with
a familiar and very pleasing acquaintance with that apostolic
-ambassador of the King of Kings, who was the first honored

e 1
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’nstrmﬁent of raising the Gospel standard and proclaiming
salvation to a lost and guilty world, through faith in the all.

atoning sacrifice for sinners, to the people on the shores of the
Niagara Riyer, through whose instrumentality many souls

‘were brouc'ht. to God, some of whom are with him now (1845)
in heaven, the Rev. George Neal, who lived at this time (1822)
at Long Point Bay. Ishould think he was then rising g seventy,

as he was very infirm. But his sjlver locks and apbstolic

J1ooks, combined with the heavenly eloquence which « flowed

from his saintly lips on the sublime doctrmes of the Go§pel
and the experience of religion, made it g treat to hear him, gt
once edifying and encouraging. He was'a man of anexcel-

‘lent mind, and full of Blbhcal information.” He was a more
than ordinary preacher, masterly on doctrines. I had the

privilege and honor of having him around the four wecks'
Circuit with me, and of hearing him every evening,”

122. He did not marry till the age of forty. The Rev

‘Robert Corson, who knew him well, and who preached his

funeral sermon, is mainly our authority for the following

statements -concerning him : —Neal was possessed of a good

English education; his preaching abilities were ¢above
mediocrity,” very zealous, and rising sometimes to eloquence.
He was tall and erect in person, retaining somewhat of his
military bearing to the last. Religious truth from his lips
sometimes was expressed in military phrase—he was wont to
call the gospel ¢ a genuine Jerusalem blade,’ two edged, cut-
ting both ways. He was abundant in labors as a local
preacher —travelling sometimes under the Presiding Elder on

‘a Circuit. And it is highly probable, that many of those

gaps that appear in the Stations from year to year were sup-

plied by him and others similarly situated. = At the advanced -
age of 78, he rode around the Simeoe Circuit in ‘company
with Mr. Corson. Far on in life, he became blind, but stxll
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-quoted scripture in ‘his sermons with correctness, after taking
the precaution of having them read to him by his little grand-
daughter. e lived to the advanced age of ninety-one, and
then died in peace, in the full possession of his mental facul-
ties, about the year 1839.  When the current of our story
brings us to that period of time, we may be farnished with
more particulars of the old warrior’s last battle.

123. The stage of Canada Methodist history which closes »

with our second book, was perhaps, upen the whole, the most
laborious and adventurous part for the laborers over any sub-
~ sequent period. We have seen Coleman and Crowell slecping
in the woods; and Vannest floundering in the trackless
snow ; hat the half has not been told, and never will be told.
Where any one of the preachers has recorded his adventures,
it becomes our duty to chronicle it for the information of
posterity. Several incidents. of a thrilling character are re-
corded by Dr. Nathan Ban"s, and pubhshed in hi§ life, which
it did not fall’in with our plan to partlculanze, but to which
we promised to advert, and which we now relate.

124. ITINERANT ADVENTURES. On the 17th of Octo-
~ ber,” says Dr. Bangs, « set off, in company with Joseph
Jewell, the Presiding Elder, for the Bay of Quinte Circuit.
We had a terrible road to travel from the head of Lake

Ontario to Little York, as it was then’ called; now Toromo,~

over hills and creeks, through mud and water, but at last

arrived in safety. We had an appointment for preaching cn -
Yonge Street in the evening of the next day. After sermon -

by Mr. Jewell, I gave an exhortation. The people requestea
that I might be left for a few days to preach in the neighbor-
bood. "I accordingly staid behind, with the understanding
that I should go on in a short time. At the time appointed,
[ set of, but was taken sick with influenza on the way.
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Being tenderly nursed in the house whese I stopped, I soon
recovered, mounted my horse, when my faithful animal was ‘
taken sick, and the next day died. Here then I was alonein
a strange place, without money, without a horse, and as far as
I knew, without friends. I trusted in God alone, and he
provided for me. In about half an hour, during which I
hardly knew which way to turn, a gentleman came along and
offered to lend me a horse on condition that I would defer my
journey to the Bay of Quinte, and agree to remain in those
parts preaching for some time. I thankfully accepted his
offer, mounted the horse, and went on my way rejoicing to
Little York. The settlements in this part of the country
were new, the roads extremely bad, and the people generally
poor and demoralized. Qur occasional preachers were exposed
to mauny privations and often to much suﬁ'ermo from poor
fare and violent opposition. Seth Crowell, a zealous and
godly itinerant, had travelled along the lake shore before me, and
‘been instrumental in the awakening and conversion of many
of the settlers, so that some small societies had been formed ;
but they were far apart, and I found them in a dwindling
condition. On Yonge Street, which was a settlement extend-
ing northward from Little York, in a direct line for about
thirty miles, there were no societies, but all the field was new
and uncultivated, with the exception of some Quaker neighbor-
hoods. Among these ¢ Friends’ I formed some pleasant ac- -
guaintances.” Observe, this was in 1803—at this writing
(1866) sixtly three years ago. .

125. Of his manner of laboring there, kis biographer says:
¢ He set out on a winter’s ‘day with the determination to calj
at as many houses as possible on the way, and give a ¢ word
of exhortation’ in each. At every door he said, ¢ I have come - |
to talk to you about religion, and to pray with you. If you
are willing to receive me for this purpose, I will stop ; if not
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I will go on’ ‘Only one,’ says Bangs himself, ¢ repulsed me
- through the entire:day ; all others heard my exhortations and
allowed me to pray with them. I cntered one house where I
found the family at dinner. T talked with them for a time,

- and then proposed prayer. When I arose from my knees the

wan was in a profuse perspiration, and looking me in the face
“with emotion, said, ‘Sir, T believe you pray in the-Spirit.

I gave him a word of advice, and left him a thankful, perhaps v

an awakened man.”  “Some, however,” says Dr. Stevers,
“held eager disputes with him on theological questions, ard

most were more inclined to show their rustic skill in polemices -

than to join in his earnest devotions; but all treated bim
kindly, except a stout High- Churcbman, a rude emigrant, who
avowed himself to ‘be of the High Church of England, and
a believer in her articles and prayer-book.” He became so
enraged at the preacher’s citation of the Church Catechism on
the Sacramestal sign of ‘inward grace a new birth unto
righteousness,” that he vociferously threatened to ¢piteh him,
peck and heeL, out of his cabin, and would probably have
done so, had it not been for the mterferpnce of his daughter.”

126. He relates a frontier ngewzecdnte, to the following
effect: ““There was quite an awakening among the people,
and many sought redemption in the blood of Christ, so that
several societies were formed. But therc was a marked line
of distinction between the righteous and the wicked, there
‘being but few who were indifferent or outwardly morzl to
interpose between them. All showed openly what they were,
- by words and actions, and either accepted religion heartily, or
opposed it violently ; the great majority, though most of them
would come to hear me preach, were determined opposers.”
“Such,”” says his biographer, “is the character of frontier
communities. Moral restraints-are feeble among them; con-
ventional restraints are few; the freedom of their slmple,

-«
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wilderhess life characterizes all their habits; they have thelr
own code of decorum, and sometimes of law itself. 'They arc
frank, hospitable, but violent in prejudice and passion; fond

-of disputation, of excitement, and of hearty, if not reckless

K}

- rqemoranda before me- afford not a few glimpses of this -

amusements. The primitive Methodist preachers knew well
Low to accommodate: themselves to the habits, and also to the
fare of such people, and hence their extraordinary suceess
along the whole Awerican frontier. Their simple and familiar
methods of worship in cabins and barns, or under trees, suited
the rude settlers. Their meetings were without the order and
ceremonious formality of older communities: Thkey were oftes
scenes of free debate, of interpellations and interlocutions; 2

" hearer at the door-post or window responding to, er question-

ing, or defying the preacher, who ‘held forth’ from a chair, a
bench, or a barrel, at the other end of the building. ~ This

- popular freedom was not without its advantages; it auth:r,

ized equal freedom on the part of the preacher; it allowed
great plainness of speech and directness of appeal. The ealy

primitive life of the frontier—crowded congregations in log
Luts or barns—some of the hearers seated, some standing,
some filling the unglazed casements, some thronging the

over hanging trees—startling interjections thrown into the -

sermon by eccentric listeners—violent polemics between th¢

the preacher and head-strong sectarists, the whole assembly

sometimes involved in earnest debate, some for, some against
him, and ending in general confusion. ‘A lively Methodist

hymn was usually the best means of restoring order in such

cases, Our itinerant was never confounded by these interrup-
tions. He had a natural tact and a certain authoritative
presence, an air of command, qualified by a concessive temper,

which seldom failed to control the rouglest spirits. He was -

.~ often characteristic, if not directly personal, in his preaching,
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with naive, if not ludicrous results. On one occasion he was
contrasting the characters of the righteous and the wicked,

‘when an apparently well-meaning man,” he writes, sitting

before me, said aloud, ¢ How do you know that, Sir ¥ I
made him no reply, but proceeded with the delineations of the
godless character, and then remarked, ¢ It matters not what
your condition or name is, if you do thus wickedly you will
be damned.” He arose, bowed very respectfully, and said,
My name is Benaiah Brown, at your service,’ and sat down

again. Some of my friends, thinking he meant to make dis-

turbance, went toward him to put him out of the house. I
requested them to let him alone, as he had not disturbed me
at all, but seemed full of respect. After the meeting he
remained, and in conversation with him, T asked him how he
came to addressme in the manner he did. He replied, ¢ You
deseribed my character so accurately that I thought you knew
all about me, and that I might as well give you my name and
have done with it.” I-gave him some good advice, and we
- parted on the best of terms.  He was a stranger in the place;
“ the Word had evidently taken hold upon his heart, and I may

hope its effects were lasting.’’ ~

127. A more direct case, in the person of a fiddler, occurred
about ten miles from what we now call Torooto.  “ There
was,” says Dr. B., ““ a great awakening among the people, but
an inveterate fiddler seemed set on by the great adversary to

contest the victory with me inch by inch. He bhad earned
conisderable money as the musician of the winter-niglt:

dancing parties of the settlers; but he was now willing to
fiddle for nothing, if they would meet to dance and frolic
rather than to pray. He contrived every possible method to
keep the ycung people from our meetings.” For some time he
carried matters thh 2 hx_,h band, and the war was at lust

)
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fally opened between us, One Sabbath morning, however, T
fairly- caught him. I was preaching on Gal. v. 19-21, and
when I came to tha word ‘revelings’ I applied it to his
tactics, and said, ‘I do not know that ‘the devil’s musician is
here to day; I do nct see him anywhere.”- “But he was sitting
in a corner out of my sight, and he now put out his head and
cried out, ‘Here I am, ha! ha! ha!’—making the place
ring with his laughter. ¢Ay,” said I, ¢you are there, are
you?’ and turning toward him, I addressed him in language of
rebuke and warning. I finally told him that if he did not
cease to allure the young people into sinful amusements, I
would pray God either to convert him or to take him out of
the way, and I had no doubt that God would answer my
prayer.. The power of God evidently fell upon the assembly;
a divine influence seemed to overpower them. The guilty
man began to tremble all over like a leaf, and turned deathly
pale. He finally got up and rushed out of the house. He
went home, burned his fiddle, and we were thenceforth rid of
his interference with our meetings, and his opposition in the
. commumty

- 128. We have next to chromcle for the preacher a provi-
dential escape. “I had,” says Bangs, an appointment to
preach in a small cabin, the family of which was too poor to
entertain ine over night. I thercfore intended to return, as
bad been my custom, about six miles, after the sermon, for
lodgings. I was overtaken on my way-to the place bya slcigh

with three men in it. I turned my horse out of the road and B

- let them puss me; but they no sooner did so than they stopped
_and began vociferating blasphemies and blackguard language

at me; and if I attempted to pass them they would drive on,

obstruct the way, and thus prevent my going forward. In this

manner they continued to annoy me for about half an hour,
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keeping up an unceasing stream of Billingsgate. I made
them -no- reply. They at length drove on, and left me to
pursuc my way in peace. In the cvening, as I rose up to
preach; these three men stood looking in at the door, and as I
was standing at the door post they closed up the entrance, and
were close at my right hand. I requested them to take seats;
“two of them did so, but the other kept his place. I gave out
my text, Dantel v, 27, ¢ Thou art weighed in the balances and
found wantiog.’ 'In the introduction to the discourse I made
 some remarks about Belshazzer’s impious feast; I enlarged on
theprevailing drinking habits of the seitlers, and observed
that these people were not contented to drink in taverns
and in' their own houses, but carried bottles of rum in their
pockets. The man who still stood at my right hand had a
bottle in his pocket; he drew it forth, shook it in my face
with on oath, exclaiming, ‘You are driving that at me,’ and
kept up a continual threat. The owner of the house, who was
a warm friend of mine, instantly arcse, with two or threc
others, all trembling with indignation, and came toward the
offender to seize him and thrust him away. Perceiving their
design, I feared there would be bloodshed, and requested them
to desist and take their seats, for I was not afraid of my
. opposer. They sat down, but this only seemed to enrdawc the
mav the more. He kept on swearing, with his clenched fist
directed at me; but I continued my discourse unmoved by
Lis threats, until I finally called . on' the God of Daniel, wha
delivered him from the lions, to deliver me from this lion-like
sinner, when suddenly he escaped out of the door and fled ;
his two companions followed him, and we ended the mecting
-in peace. My friends, fearing I might meet with some peril
should I-attempt to return that night, as it was supposed that
these ruffians knew that I intended to do so, persuaded e

| tostayall night. It was well I did so, for these men lay in
F o .




98 : CASE, AND

ambush for me, and seeing a traveller approach on horschack,
one of them said with an oath, ¢ There he is, let us have him,’

~ blaspheming and cursing him as the Methodist Preacher.

"They caught him, and were preparing to wreak their vengeance
on him, but soon discovered that they had committed an
egregious blunder. The assailed traveller, seeing his peril,
turned upon them boldly, and showing a hearty disposition to
fight, notwithstanding the odds against him, and using a style

of language surprisingly like their own, they became con- .

vinced that he could be no Methodist Preacher, and took to
their heels.” [This ‘gentieman was a Mr. Hall, who himself

. related the circumstance to the Rev. Fitch Reid in after

years.] ¢ Thus God saved me from these ravening wolves. I
blessed his name, and learned to trust more than ever in his
protecting Providence. No little good resulted from this
incident; it raised me up many friends; opposers even

became ashamed of the malicious rowdies, and were now ready

to defend me.” ¢Some of the neighborhoods were extremely
new ; in some. the people had not yet a single stable for the
accommodation of my horse. I carried with me oats for

him, and, tying him to a tree, left him to eat at night, and

ate and slept myself in the same room-in which I -preached.

This I had to do frequently ; but God was with me, blessing

my own soul and the people.”

129. He sometimes met with things more hilarious and
less malignant than the above, but scarcely less disagreeable.
“On the 1st of February, 1802,” says his biographer, “he

set off to attend some preaching appointments which he had -

made along the lake shore. ¢The roads,” says Bangs, ¢ were
bad, most of the country being pew, and in some places a con-
tinuous forest of from ten to fifteen wiles extent. About sun-
set T came to a creek, the bridge of which was so broken that
my horse would not cross upon it, neither could I lead or
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drive him over the ice, as the middle of the creek was not
frozen, bnt the current ran rapidly, making a mnoise with the
brolen ice that {rizhtened him. .I went up and down the
strcam for a considerable distance in the snow and ice to find
a place on which I wight cross. I was more than an hour in
_making this useless effort. Being compelled- either to stay
“in the woods all night or return, of the two evils I chose the-
latter. I found, on my way back, an Indian trader’s house,
where a number of people were assembled to celebrate the
New Year. They were singing and dancing, and drinking at
a high rate. I offered money if any two of the men would
«0 with me and help me over the creek, but none of them would
consent, for the night had fallen and it was cold. The man
of the house assured me that if I would stay with him over
night I should be well treated. I accordingly put up my
horse and entered the house. I declined the whiskey which
was offered me, but told the woman of the house that I should
be thankful for something to eat, as I had eaten nothing since
carly in the morning. She kindly prepared me a good supper.
Seating myself by the fire, I commenced a conversation with
the woman on the subject of religion. I found that she was
a backslidden Baptist. While talking with her one and an-
other drew near and formed quite a group of listeners ; uatil

finally so many assembled around me, that the dance could not =

goon. A large athletic man now stepped up.to me and said,
“Sir, if you ‘will remain here, you will make us civil : you
must not preach.” T replied,- “1 am not preaching ; but as.
Providence has cast my lot-among you, I think it-my duty to
talk with those who are willing to hear me on the thmws that
make for their eternal peace. You will not deprive me of this
privilege ; will you?” « No,” said he, ¢ but we must dance.”

And he seized the women and dragged them out upon thc

floor. and resumed the dance WIth great hilarity. 'This




100 CASE, AND

they continued till nearly midnight. T then said to the chief
trader, who had become very friendly with me, « With jour
permission, I will address a few words to the people.” He as-
sented, and requested them to give attention. I arose and ad-
dressed them in substance as follows: « It is now midnight,
and the holy Sabbath is begun. You have amused yourselves
with dancing, I think, long enough to satisfy you, if not to
fatigue you; and if you continue it any longer you will not
only be transgressing the law of God, but likewise the law of
your country. I advise you therefore to desist, and to retire
to rest.” They complicd so-far as to ccase dancing. But the
Indian trader came to me and said, “ The Indians are encamp-
cd a short distance from us, and they expect a dance here, as
I have promised them one.” He asked my permission to let
~them have it. I replied I had no control over his Louse or the
‘Indians, but if he would dispense with the revel he would
highly gratify me, and, I doubted not, please God. He rcjoin-

¢d, that as he had promised them the dance they would expect,

it.  He then went to the door and gave the Indian wheop,
and down came the savages and beran an Indian dance, which,
with their drumming on an old pan, their frequent yells, their
“stamping and bodily distortions, presented a spectacle fit for
‘ pandemonium, I requested the trader to assist e in convers:
ing with them. To this h¢ assented, when the chief of the
Indians presented himself before me with great dignity and
gravity. I asked him if hé¢ knew whence he had-descended:
He replied, “Yes; the Great Spirit at first made one man and
one woman, placcd‘ them on an island about an acre in size:
tuence they were driven out for an act of disobedience 1o the
coatinent, and from them they were descended.” I then gave

- bim an account of the creation of the world, of man in parti-

cular of his fall and its consequences. I asked him if he had

ever heard -of Jesus Christ. He replied, “No!” I then

¢
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gave him an_::?ccount of our Lord’s birth, his life, miracles and
teachings, his sufferings and death. While describing the
death of Christ, the chief pointed to his hecart and lifted his
eyes and hands towards heaven, apparently filled with amaze-
ment. When I had concluded, he clasped me in his arms,
" kissed me, and called me father, and entreated me to come and
live with him and be the teacher of his people. After assui-
ing him of my affection for them, and the deep interest I felt
in their eternal welfare, I told him that I could not comply
with his request, but that the time was not far distant when a
Christian teacher should be sent to them. They then retired
to their encampment.” Alas! that twenty-one long years
should have been allowed to pass before the Christian teacher
was sent, during which time, no doubt, all the seniors of that
band, and scores of others, passed away, dying in pagan dark-
ness.  We almost think Mr. Bangs failed in his duty in not
obeying that call.  But perhaps he thought the « Christian
savages " claimed his first regards. o
130. « But the worst of this strange night” he continues,
“was still to come, There were two traders present, one
of whom, the head man, had become intoxicated, and still
wanted more liquor. The other refused to let him have
it.. The dispute ran high, and the drunken trader raised
his fist to strike the other, when I stepped in between
them and arrested the blow. He then swore that if
be was not allowed more whiskey, he would call the
Indians and fall upon and murder us all. He accordingiv
went to the »door and gave the murderous ¢ whoop,’ and the
Indians came rushing to the house. Meantime, those within
armed themselves as well as they could with sticks and clubs,
deterinined to defend themselves to the utmost. I shuddered
for the consequences. The enraged man then said, ¢ Here arc
my guards at the door. If you will give me more Whiékey,
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.well; if you will not, they shall fall upon you, and we will
murder you all.”  ¢“Will you?’ the other exclaimed, and hft-
ed his hand to strike him down. I again stepped betwcen
"them, and placing-my hand upon the drunken man’s shoulder,
said, ¢ Come, my friend, let us go to sleep. If you'.will be my
friend, I will be your’s’” He consented. We laid down upon
i bed,and in a few minutes he was asleep. Ithenarcse. The
Indians had retired to their camp; and at dawn I started on
my way, persuading two men to accompany mre to the creck
and help me over by laying logs on the broken bridge. I
passed on, praising God for delivering me from the perils of
this dismal night, and for enabling me to prevent the shedding
“of blood, as well as for the pleasmo interview I had with th°
~ Indian el Lief.” )

131. The hardships Whlch Mr. Bangs endured, some of
which we have recorded, brought on at length a severe illness
“He pursued,” says his biographer, «his labors on thke Bay of
Quinte Circuit with much success till the antumn, when the
typhus fever broke out, and raged as an epidemic through
most of the settlements. In some of them it prevailed so gea-
erally that there remained not persons enough in ‘health to
take care of the sick. Many perished; but the preacher held
on his course, ministering to the diseased and dying, till he
- himself was seized with the pestilence. About the middle of
December he was obliged to give up his labors and take to his

bed. e was thoroughly medicated, but the medical skill of

the country was yet very imperfect, and it was still the day in
which, contrary to the imperative and instinective dictates of
nature, cold water, the best relief in febril disease, was seru-
pulously denied to the languishing patient. In threc days
after hLis attack he became delirious. His paroxisms were
sometimes so violent that it required three men to hold him in
his.bed. He demanded water, and ‘it was denied him. The
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intensity of his disease vot only deranged his reason, but be-
clouded his religious feelings. At times he was in spiritual
ecstacy, but his raptures were followed by the deepest dejection,
in which he says, ¢ Any duty which I had neglected, or any
‘cross I had shunned, came vividly to my recollection. I
mourned, prayed, and expressed my doubts and fears to the
friends that attended me. They endeavored to comfort me by
reminding me of the goodness of God in blessing me so often ;

* but these considerations afforded me no relief. I pleaded for

consolation in the name of Christ, and help came-at last. To
record all the wild experiences of a mind bewildered with a
burning fever, would afford no satisfaction, but there is an

important lesson to be learned from this example of the effect -

of disease on religious feeling ; suffering saints should under-
stand it well, and so should also their ministering friends, who
often suffer keenl_v by sympathy in such cases. P clouds

which obscure the sun do not extinguish him. Many things

that occurred in this trial I should have never known had F

not been informed of them by my attendants, who tenderly
‘watched over me in my anguish; but some things I remember
as distinctly as any events of my life. This I know that
after being delivered from my mental distress, T was extreme-

ly happy in God, and debited to depart and be with Christ. So

low was I that the people were called in twice or thrice to see
" me Hie)” :

132. From the above mentioned state of f'renzying agony,
he was delivered, in the Providence of God, by following the

dictates of nature against the absurd prohibitions of an ignor-

ant medical practice. - “I arose from my bed,” he writes,
. “dressed myself, put on my over-coat, hat and mittens, and

tottered to the door, which they had so fastened that I could.

not open it, Seemg 4 pail of wager standing on a bench in the
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room, I seized hold of it ; but, alas, I had no strength to lift
it, and dare not stoop down to drink, for I was so weak I should
have fallen prostrate. Seeing me so eager, one of the attend-
ants approached and lifted the pail to my mouth, and I drank
as long as I had strength to swallow. This is the last I can
remember of the scene. The family told me I sat down in a
chair and continued calling for cold water, which was now
freely given to me, as they now considered my life hopeless.

‘T at last told them to lay me in bed. T there prayed mightily -

to God for Lis blessing. The room was now full of people,

for they had been called in to sce me die. -The next thing I '

remember is that the heavens seemed to be opened above me,
and the glory of God, like a sudden blaze of lightning, illami-
nated the apartment. [ uttered aloud the praises of the Lord
until my strength was exhausted, the people adoring Iim with
me. How long T lay senscless after this ecstacy, I know not.
When I came to myself, it seemed like awakening from 2
pleasing dream. My soul was exceedingly happy, but my

physical strength was so exhausted that I could not raise my

- hand to my head, nor could I utter a loud word ; and wken I
became able to articulate, my voice was like that of an infant.
My fever, however, was gone, and returned no more except in
some slight symptoms at intervals. I recovered my strength
very slowly, having taken a very violent cold, which was ac-
compavied with a distressing cough, and the expectoration of

abundance ‘of blood. Most of those who saw me suppcsed '
that I would not live long, but God in mercy raised me up
from the gates of death. O, the goodness of - God! the preci- ;

ousness of the Lord Jesus! »

’ 12;3.“ “He had been confined to his bed seven weeks and
three days,” says Dr. Stevens; “threec months passed before
hecould attempt to preach and even then his voice was so
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fecble that he could hardly be heard. His friends believed ke
could never recover enough to resume his labors, and his phy-
sician concurred in this opinion. The cough and expectora-
tion of blood which followed the fever, so affected his lungs that
his first attempts to rise were attended with acute pains, but
be persisted, and horse-back riding was probably itself the re-
medy that at last saved him. The feebleness of his voice, how-
ever, occasioned an unnatural effort to speak loud enough to
be heard, and to this he ascribes the ‘double sort of voice’-:
which continued through his long life. Many of hLis hearers
have noticed it as a singularity, and perhaps condemaed it 23
- a faulty mannerism, little supposing that, like the scarred and
mutilated confessors at the Council of Nice, he thus in our
“happier times, and before our opulent Churches, ‘ bore in his
body the marks of the Lord Jesus; a memento of the heroic
days of our ministry.” The author of this book can deeply
sympathize with these observations. He knows a minister
whose best efforts have been often spurned and depreciated,
because of the dissonant and unmanageable tones of a strained
and unmusical voice, induced by preaching daily, often un-
der the influence of a cold and hoarseness, in log-shanties, the
most inelastic and worst of all places for the transmission of
gound, at the time of life whea the voice itself was changing
from boyish to manly tones, none caring to make allowance
for the cause. But God sometimes overruled the peculiarity
of Dr. Bapgs’ voice for good. ¢ This deep, tremulous: under-
tone of voice, though usually not agreeable, took at times a pe-
culiar pathos. How much more affecting would it have been
had his hearers in his latter years known that it was caused by
his attempts to preach the everlasting Gospel through the fron-
tier wilderness when he was apparently a dying man. Sick-
ness in the family of his colleaguc rendered it necessary that

ke should thus prematurely resume his labors on the Circuit.”
F2
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134. We might easily fill many mere pages, out of this ouno
biography, with hardships endurcd, but shall barely give the

particulars of one more adventure, which we merely referred

to in the course of our continuous narrative. 1t was a night
in the « Long Woods,” between Moraviantown and Delaware,
Providentially he had a fellow traveller, or his condition-would
have been more melancholy. “ Mounting their horses,” says

Dr. 8., “early in the morning they entered the woods. - There

was snow two inches deep on the ground; the streams were
ligh, and still open ; the mud often up to the knces of their
horses; they frequently had to strip them of saddle and bridle
and drive them over the creeks, and then pass cver themselves

~on logs. The route was sombre in its wiater desolation. Night

overtook them on the banks of a stream, and it was impossibie

to continue their course after dark. They resigned themselves

therefore to sleep in the woods. They had carried with them
some foed for themselves and their horses, and flint, steel, and
an Indian tomahawk, for use as they might have need. *We
constructed,” he says, ¢a small wigwam of branches of trees
and shrubs. My cowpanion attempted to strike fire for us,

but his hands were so stiffened with the cold that he failed. T

succeeded with flint, steel and a piece of « punk,”” and we kin-
dled a rousing flame, heaping on brush and logs. It melted
the snow and soon dricd the surface of the ground some dis-
tance around. We tied cur horses to trees, gave them some
oats, ate some foed ourselves, went to the creek and drank, and
then, having prayed, lay down to sleep in our booth, the stars
shining brightly above us, and the wind moaning through the
solemn woods.  After three hours I found my companion- up

- and shivering over the fire, which had necarly burnt out.

« Come,” said I, “let us get more fuel and rouse it up again.”
We di{l s0, and soon were comfortable. We then sat down by
it, and spent the remainder of the night in conversation. It
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wus a wild, picturesque scene, and the hours passed agréeabiy
as well as profitably. At the break of day we mounted our ! .
horses and went onward.’ ” ' o

‘We must not make these retrosp'ective records so long as to
cause the reader to forget-the period of which we are treating,
but proceed to consider the subiect of our next division:

.




BOOK THIRD.

THE WORKING OF THE FIELD DURING CASE’S TIRST
‘SOJOURN THEREIN.

|

1. The “TUpper Canada District,”” as a laborer in which
Case was now appointed, extended nominally trom the River
Detroit in the West (althozgh the Thames country was vacant
for the present) to Ottawa River, the settlements on both

- sides of which were included in the Circuit of that name, and,

as we have conjectured Montreal, which returned twenty
members to the Conference at the session at which our hero
was appomted to Canada, as ‘it was probab]y the residence
and special charge of the Presiding Elder, the Rev. Samuel
‘Coate, embracing the continuous frontier of the whole country.
‘The preachers, no doubt, extended their labors also into the
interior as far as any considerable settlements had been made.
The River Thames was settled upon, which runs parallel to

- Lake Erie at something like the breadth of a township, at

vatious intervals, as far up as Delaware, not far from where

_ the City of London now stands. Also theshore of Lake Erie,

‘parallel to these River Settlements. West and East Oxford

"t were settled, and Burford, as also there were white settlers on

the Indian lands through the vicinity of what we now call
Brantford to the Township of Ancaster, along what was called

the “Mohawk Road’”” The “Governor's Road,” which™
‘starts at « Coat’s Paradise,” near Dundas, and runs between »

the Townships of Flamboro® West, on the one side, and
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Beverly and Ancaster on the other, westward on to Lon‘don,'

was opened the very year of Mr. Case’s arrival (1805) and
doubtless began to be settled on at once. There had been
settlers along the Grand River in the Townships of Dumfries
(South and North) and Waterloo since 1800 ; and they were
re-inforced this very year by several other families who came
and settled in the township of Waterloo. These were of
Dutch, or German extraction from Pennsylvania. As they
spoke or understood the English language but indifferently,
and were mostly of the Menonist persuasion, we are of opinion
that no Methodist preacher had yet visited - them. We sus-
peet that the Copetown séttlenient, in Beverly, was as far north
as they had then penetrated in that direction. Yorge Street

had been opened, as a military road, as carly as 1792, or 1793, -

and was peopled as far north s the « Quaker Settlement,” for
it gave name to one of the Circuits, and Bangs had labored
there three years before our present era. - The Rideau River,
we have seen, was scttled on. some years before; and there
were settlers on the North side of the Ottawa River, above
wherg the city of that name now stands, before even the Ridcau
settlement was planted, for some of the first Rideau settlers
went in by that route. o

2. The work was divided into seven Circuits. To begin
with the most Easterly, the Ottawa, Mr. Perry, at that early

day did not extend his labours farther Wost than the Seignory

of Longueil. There was a Society at La Chute, within thirty
miles of Montreal, which city the.Ottawa preacher very likely
_supplied in the absence of the Presiding Klder, who resided
there. They went down the river-side as far, at least, as
Scuth Bay, several miles below St. Andrews, where there was
a class at an early day, the sole survivors of which the author
found to be, in 1832-3, « Father and Mother Karkaner,” in
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e winter of which year the old gentieman was gathered to
his fathers, in hope of immortality. We are not sure that
the other side of the river was occupied so far down as Cote
‘St. Charles at that carly day, as we know it was, not many
years ufter.—The Oswegctchie Circuit included the whole
couniry _along;"\the St. Lawrence, from where Gananoque now
stands to the Township of Cornwall, and comprised the set
tlements in Bastard, Crosby, and thosec along the Rideau in
Montague, Wolford, Oxford, South Gower, and, perhaps. in
some parts of Mountain. The LZong Point Circuit would then
include all the settlements West of the-Grand River not com
prised in the Thames country, as far West as the Town.
ship of Dunwich, in which Col. Talbot had commenced his colo-
nization operations threc years beforc; for there were some
settlements in Burford, Needham, Windham, Charlotteville, -
Walsingham, Houghton, Bayham, (perbaps in Norwich and
Deerham) M:;.l:ihide, South Dorchester, Yarmouth, Southwold,
Dclaware, Westminister, North Dorel.ester, and West and
East Oxford, at least along the road, even in these rear Town-
ships. This was a pretty formidable field of lubor for one
man.—Nzagara Circuit would extend clear across the Penin-
sula, from Lake Ontario to Lake Erie, and as far West as
Anqaéter and Flamboro’ West, including parts of twenty or
twenty three townships, a field even more laborious than the
one just previously mentioned.—Smith’s Creek Circuit, we
know when first organized, came as far east as Thurlow, the
“Mohawk Woods” being the barrier between it and the Bay of
Quinte. It would, therefore, include that township, Sidney,
Murray, in which there were not many settlers, Cm’inahc,
Ialdimand, Mamilton, and Hope, at least, through which
the stream meandered which gave name to the Cy,'u‘éuit as it
_did to all that part of the country before the names of Co-
bourg and Port I{ope were invented. The st,neanyitself took
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its name from 2 Mr. Smith, first an Indian trader, whosettled
at its mouth where Port Hope now flourishes. We are quite
surc the Circuit included Clarke. But where the  boundary
between it and the Yonge Street was we are not so certain. We
know that some years after when the name Smith’s Creeck had
given place to Cobourg, and the Belleville part had been dis-

membered from it, this, its natural successor, went so far west-

ward as to include the township of Whitby, which we cpine,
however, had not many settlers till after the period (1805) of
which we write.— Yonge Street Citcuit included “Little York,”
‘which had been the seat of Government seven years, in which
the preachers labored off“and on, but in which there was no
permanent society for twelve or thirteen years after. It might
have included some parts of the « New Purchase,” which em-
braced the “old surveys” of Toronto, Trafalgar, and perhaps
Nelson. The last two named show they were surveyed and

settled subsequently to the British Admiral’s exploits being.

known, whose name, and the name of one of whose victories
- they bear—the battle of Trafalgar being won at the expense
of the hero’s life, on the 21st of October of the very year of
which we write (1805). So also it included the townships on
both sides of the “street,”” from the Bay of Toronto to Lake
Simcoe; such as, Scarboro’, York, Etobicoke, Vaughan,
Markham, Kiog, Whitchurch, and East and West Gwillims-
bury. No sinecure was this field of labar either.—Last of all

comes }Mr.Case’s own Circuit, the Bay of Quinte, traversed both -

by himself and his laborious colleague each once in four weeks.
It included all the “ First Ten Towns,” as they were for a'long
time called—* the first,” “second,” “third,” “fourth,” “fifth,”
“sixth,” and so on, on both sides of the Bay, excepting Sidney
aad Thurlow, which were the « eighth ” and ¢ ninth ;”” or other-
wise—Kingston, Fredericksburgh, Adolphustown, Marysburg,
- ~Hallowell, Sophiasburgh, Hillier,and perhaps part of Amelias
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burgh, the north side of which was supplied from the other
side of the Bay, the preachers crossing in a canoe,—eight
town ships, -at least; and perhaps,alse, parts of Pittshurg,
Loborough, Richmond, and Portland. This field was not so
wide as some othcrs,“but it was more densely settled than
most, and the preaching placcs were probably more numerous.
This ground contained within it many of the most respectable
of the carly Methodist families of the Province, whose names
,ought not be allowed to perish from our history: such as the
Clarkes, and Perrys and Nevilles, and Switzers, and Shoreys,

and Maddens, and Prindles, and Vandusens, and* Hawleys ~

and Sills; and Gilberts, and Dorlands, and Bogerts, and
Petersons, and Hoovers, and . Dugalds, and Fergusons, and

- Dulmages, and scores of others, nature’s noblemen, who by

grace were made to be of -« the excellent of the earth.”
' N

3. Among the people in general, especially the young peo-
ple, Case ¢ took ” at once, on account of his youth and beauty,
his amiable spmt and winning manners, but especially his
powers of song, in which he exce]led and which he made to
_subserve the great object of his ministry. He waswont then,
and for many years after, when he finished his sermon, which
was always persuasive, to break out in one of his melodious
strains, by which he first spell bound and then melted his aud-
“itors. Next, he would pass-around'the room, shaking hands

and speaking a word to each, perhaps throwing his arms around

the necks of the young men, and entreating them with tears to
give their hearts to God. There was no society in the town of
Kingston, and its inhabitants were veryirreligious. -The mar-
ket house was the only chapel of. the Methodxsts. Case and

his colleague made a bold push fo #fouse the people. Some-.

times they went together. Ryan was a powerfal singer, too,

with a voice less sweet but stronger. They would ride into:
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town, put tnerr hLorses at an inn, lock arms, and go singing -
down the street a stirring ode beginning with

¢¢ Come let us march to Zion's hill.”

By the time they had reached the market place, they usually
had collected a large assembly. When together, Ryan usually
preached, and Case exhorted for which he had a peculiar gift.
Ryan’s stentorian voice resounded through the town, and was
heard. across the adjacent waters to the neighboring points of
land. They suffered no particular opposition, excepting a lit-
tle annoyance from some of the baser sort, who sometimes
tried to trip them off the butcher’s block which constituted
their rostrum-; set fire to their hair, and then blow out their
eandle if it were in the night season. This was accomplished
one evening by a wicked sailor, who then sung out, « Come
on, boys, and see the Devil dance on a butcher's block 1”7 Such
opposition the preachers regarded trivial, and held on.. An
intelligent and respectable man, who years afterwards became
converted, and was a leader and local preacher among the
Methodists, in conversation with the author, dated his first -
convictions in boyhood from having heard the then youthful
William Case preach from a butcher’s block in the Kingston
market.

4. During this year, as Camp Meetings were beginning to
be found a great instrumentality for good, one was introduced
for the first time into Canada, and that one was held on Mr
Case’s Circuit. It was held on the land of Peter Huff, on}
the shore of Hay Bay, not far from the Adolphustown Chapel.:
The preachers present, beside Case and Ryan, were Pickett,;
Kceler, Madden, and Bangs. We give an account of it from™
the graphic pen of Dr. Abel Stevens, found in his life of the

“Rev. Dr. Bangs, who was present, and from whose personal
description the account is engrossed. T give this rather than
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the account by Mr. Pla—yter, it being the testimony of an eye.
witness and an actor in the scenes. ¢ This first Camp Meet-
ing in Canada appeared to Dr. Bangs a salient fact in the his.
tory of Canadian Methodism. Ile therefore made particular
notes concérning it. They show that the confusion incidental,
if not inevitable, to such occasions, occurred, but also that it
was attended by’ estraordinary displays of the favor and
power of God.

5. “Its commencement beforehand excited great interest
far and near. ‘Whole families prepared for a pilgrimage to the
ground. Processions of waggons and foot passengers wended

‘along the highways.” [Aud ke might have added, as we’
learn from another source, some came in boats from up the .
- Bay.] “With two of his fellow evangelists, our itinerant had
to take his course from a remote appointment through arange
of forest thirty miles in extent. They hastened forward, con-
versing on religious themes, praying or'singing, and eager with
" expectation of the moral scene about to open. They -arrived
‘in time to commence the meeting’on the 27th of September,
altogether.only about two hundred and fifty people had yet
reached the ground. The exercises began with singing and
prayer, and a short sermon on the text, ¢ Brethren, pray.’, Sev-
cral exhortations followed, and after an intermission of about

twenty minutes, another sermon was delivered on ¢Christ our -

wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption.’ Some
lively exhortations again followed, and the Spirit of the Lord
secmed to move among the people. After an mterruptxon of
_ ,an hour and a half, a prayer- meeting was held, and towards
its close the power of God descended on the assembly, ‘and
- songs of victory and praise resounded through the forest. The
- battle thus opened, the exercises continued with preaching, e
hortation, and singing, until midnight; then the peo})le re-
tired to their booths, The night was clear and serene, and
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the seene being new to us, a pocuhar solemnity rested upon SR
all our minds. The lx"rhts glowing among the trees and above ' i h
the tents, and the voice of prayer and praise mingling and as-
cending into the starlight night, altogether inspired the heart
with emotions better felt than described. During this meet-
ing six_persons passed from death unto life. At five o’clock
Saturday morning a prayer-meeting was beld, and at ten
o’clock a sermon was “preached on the text, <My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge.” At this time the congrega-
tion had increased to perhaps twenty-five hundred, and the

. people of God were seated together on logs mear the stand,

whbile a crowd were standing in a semi circle around them.

During the sermon I feltan unusual scnse of the Divine presence,

and thought I could see a el loud of Divine . glory rest upon the.

congregation. The circle of spectators unconsciously fell back
step by step, until quite a space was opened between them and
these who were seated. At length I eprarg-from my seat to
my feet. The preacher stopped, and said, ¢ Take it up and go
on!” ‘No, I replied, ‘I rise not to preach.” I immediately
descended from the stand among the hearers ; the rest of the
preachers all spontaneously followed me, and we went among
the people, exhorting the impenitent and comforting the dis-
tressed ; for while Christians were filled with ¢joy unspeak-

- able and full of glery,” many a sianer was prayiug and weeping
in the surrouading crowd. These we collected in little groups,
and exhorted God’s people Lo join in prayer with them, and not -
to leave them till he should save their souls. O what a scene
ot tears and prayers was this! "I suppose that not less than
a dozen little. praying circles were thus formed in the course
ofa few minutes. It was truly affecting to see parents weep-
g over their children, neighbors exhorting their ucconverted
ueighbors to repent, while all, old and young, were awe-struck.
The wicked looked on with silent amazement, while they be-
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held some of their companions struck down by the mighty
power of God, and heard his people pray for them. The

‘mingled voices of prayer and praise were heard afar off, and

produced a solemn awe _apparently u M_pqgﬂall“mmds Struck

e

by the arandeur of the qpectaclu and the religious interests of
the cro&ﬁ&, a preacher mounted the stand and proclalmed for
his text, ‘Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall
scc him." The meeting continued all night, and few, I
thiuk, slept that night. During this tune some forty persous
were converted or %ﬂnctlﬁed

«On Sabbath morning, as the natural sun arose in
splendor, darting its rays through the forest, we presented

ourselves before its Maker, and pou);ed«out. our songs of thanks-

r
‘giving to the Lord -of the Universe. We felt that- ‘our
carthly sacrifice was accepted, for the *Sun of Righteousness’

shone upon our souls, and ‘made all within us reicice.” We

‘could sing with faith :(—

¢ Nonc is like Jeshuron’s God,
So great, so strong, o0 hlghl
Lo! he sprmds his wings abroad,
He rides upoa the sky !
./ Israelis his first born son; -
God, the Almighty God, is thlne
/ See him to thy help come down,
/ -~ The excellence divine.

"Af'ter preakfast, a host being on the ground, we held a
love-feast. The interest and excitement were so great, and

the congregation so large, that while some assembled around -

the stand, a preacher mounted a wamon at a distance and
'addressed a separate congregation. The impression of the

 word was universal, the power of the Spirit. was manifested

throughout the whole encampment, and almost every tent was
a scene of prayer. At noon the Lord’s Supper was adminis-
tered to multitudes, while other multitudes looked on with
astonishment ; a young woman of fashionable and high posi-
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tion in society, was smxtten, and with sobs entreated the sl
prayers of the people. Her sister forced her away; a L
preacher went forth without the camp and led them both back,
followed by quite a procession of their friends ; a cirele gathered

around them and sang and prayed. The unawakened sister

was soon upon her knees praying in agony, and was first con-

verted ; the other quickly after received the peace of God,

and they wept aud rejoiced together. A backslider, who had

become a maniac, and was in despair, was brought to the

tamp. His symptoms were like those of the New Testament . o
demoniacs. It required the strength of several men to hold ~ YA
kim ; especial prayer was offered for him. We first besought
God, for Christ’s sake, to restore him his facnlnes which was
done. He then earnestly prayed for himself, and before the
meeting'closed he was not only delivered from despan', buﬁ__//
filled with joy and peace in believing.

-~

. 7. «The time was at band at last for the conclusion of the
weeting. The last-night was the most awfully impressive and T
yet delightful scene my eyes ever beheld. There was not a e
cloud in the sky. The stars studded the firmament, and the S
glory of God filled the camp. All the neighboring forest
seemed vocal with -the echos of hymns. Turn our attention
which ever way we would, we heard the voice of prayer and
praise. As it was the last night, every moment seemed pre-
cious ; parents were praying for" their children, and children
for their parents, brothers and sisters for one another, neigh- -
. bors for’ neighbors, all anxious that before they left the conse- -
crated ground they should be ¢sealed as the heirs of salva--
tion.” I will not attempt to describe the parting scene, for it
* was indescribable. The preachers, about to disperse to their -
distant fields of labor, hung upon each other’s necks, weeping
and yet rejoicing. Christians from remote settlements, who
had here formed holy friendships which they eapected would
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survive in heaven, parted probably to mect no more on earth,
but in joyful hope of re-union above. They wept, prayed,
sang, shouted aloud, and at last had to break away from each
other as by ferce. As the hosts marched off in different
directions the songs of victory rolled along the highways.
Great was the good that followed. A general revival of reli-
gion spread, around the circuits, especially that of Bay Quint,
on which this meeting was held. I returned to Amugusta Cir-
cuit [then called Oswegotchic] and renewed my labors,
gomewhat worn, but full of faith and the Holy Ghost.”

8. _'We have not data to enable us to furnish the partlculars
of the labors of any other of the preachers during that year
in the Province, but the revival, referred to by Dr. Banks,
~ issued in a nett increase te the societies of 187 members in
* the whole district, 146 of which must be set down to the
credit of Mr. Case’s Circuit, the Bay of Quinte, more than
three-fourths of all the accessions. Thus we see prosperity
attended him during the first year of his itinerancy. The

aggregate membership for Upper Cavada at the close of

the year 1805- 6, was one thousand nine hundred and sixty

souls, There were also the goodly number of Four hundred
and fifteen souls on the Dunham and Stanstead Cireuits, in
the Kastern townships, connccted directly with Annual Con-
ferences in the States, which made the number of actual
» Methodists on Canadian soil no less than 2 37a in all.

9. The Conference, at the commencement of the next .

Conference year (1806 7) sat in the city of New York, on

the 16th of May, 1806. It is not likely. that Mr. Clase went

to that Conference, on account of the distance, especially as

Lie was not yet a member, or cligible for ordination. That
assembly, or more properly the Bishops thereat, made several.

" changes in the personal of his fellow laborers for Canada.
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The work itself was divided into two districts. Coate, the
Presiding Elder of the previous year, being put in special
- charge of Montreal, was to preside over a Lower Canada
District, which consisted, however, of only three Circaits—
Montreal, Quebec, and Ottawa, of which places more after a
little. . ' '

10. Case, with his brethren in Upper Canada, has this year
a new Presiding Elder, although not new to the Province, but

most favorably known ; -this gentleman was no other than the .

apostolic Joseph Sawyer, who has been incidentally mentioned
before, but the full consideration of whom we have reserved
for this place. This he specially deserves, because he married
and settled, and spent the most of a long life in the country.

11. Joseph Sawyer was born and brought up in or near
the city of New York. He had received a fair English
education, and had evidently seen good society in early life,
by which his manners were polished into the old fashioned

style of politeness.. He was received on trial in the year

1797, at the age of ‘twenty siz, as he told the author, which
would make the year of his birth 1771. Hec was stationed
the first yéar as the assistant of Joel Ketchum, on Saratoga
Circuit. Next year he was in charge of Pittsfield, with a
tollcague. In 1799 he was received into full connection and
_made the assistant of ' Joseph Mitchell, a strong man, on the
Vergennes Circuit, some parts of which, we opine, extended
" into Lower Canada. Hec had for his neighbor that year on
an adjacent Circuit (the Issex), which also extended largely
into the Lower Province, one whom he had been his col-
league previously for a short time, as he once informed the
author, and who this year, in the midst of great prospects of
success, left his Circuit under the impulse of an inward
impression, and made his first visit to Ireland, never returning
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to the regular work again, except for a short time, but who
labored prodigiously in an irregular way to the end of life.
This was Lorenzo Dow. Mr. Sawyer expressed to me a high
estimate of Dow’s picty in the early part of his carcer, and
represented him as wondrously successful in promoting
revivals.  Sawyer’s sojourn in these border circuits was onc
of warfare with Ultra Calvinists. He did not profess to be a
very successful controversialist himself, but he said that a
little Scotch brother, Hugh McLean, whose name appears in
the Minutes for those times, although a mere boy, was their
choscn and victorious champion, pitted against all comers.
The Scotsman’s own conversion from a calvanistic creed pro-
bably made him acquainted with its weak pomts and the
strong arguments against it.

12: In 1800 Sawyer received his first appointment to Upper
Canada, and was stationed on the Niagara Circuit. Here God
gave him seals to his ministry, and among others the noted
Nathan Bangs, so often mentioned in this book, who ras con-
verted and bccame his assistant on the ‘Circuit before the
year was out. He found some lively Societies on the Circzit
lively to a degree. One of these, on the Mountain, often call-
ed, ‘“Methodist Mountain,” we surmise where either ~Ruck,

or, perhaps, Bowman’s Chapel afterwards stood, was somewhat
peculiar. Its member thought they must “get happy” every
time they went to meeting, or something was wrong ;.and they
had made a solemn covenant with each other that they. would
never close one of -their assemblies till every one was con-
sciously blest. In pursuance of this plan, they usually all
prayed aloud at once, as hard as they could, and generslly
for a long time. This kind Qf practice the slmplemmdeJ acd
 devout Coleman, Sawyer’s immediate predecessor, had tclerated.
The first time Mr. &. went there, when the people were os
sembled, he took hlS hymn book and commenced. When they

knec!
toget
he tri

solf I

© some
~But

preve
l'ke
coIIm
ke m
migh-
mlf()?j
restra
preac:

fir th

people

13.

youtk

» ing ye

nchle
the €
from

led to
to th
much,

(1S
iEew:

tren],
fas P
one o
the re

ticns

Bang.



HIS COTEMPORARIES, ) 121

knecled at the close of singing, all the people began to pray
together, and so loud as to drown his voice. ~After some time

he tricd to get them off their knees, but failing to make him- '

solf hicard, he let the matter go for that time, thinking it was
~ some extraordinary spirit of prayer that had fallen upon them.
Bt precisely the same thing occurred again, by which he was
prevented from preaching a second time. On his third visit,
I'’ke a wise man as he was, he told them before the service
commenced that he came there to preach to them, and that
he must bave a hearing, but that when they were alone they
mizht pray as they hLed. The reasonableness of this, fortu-
nate’y, they had sense enongh to percéive, and with some effort
restrziced their uproarious way of praying, and allowed Lim to
‘m,w'l We have given this incident as he related it to_ us,
£ the purpose of furnishing our readers a ghmpse of the
peopie in that day, and of theuf religious usages.

13. e remained the néxt year in that Circuit, having the
youtbful and eloquent Crowell for his assistant. The follow-

ing year (1802) the Minutes place him at the head of two
" nchle colleagues—honest Peter Vannest, and his own son in
the Gospel, Bangs. Nathan Ban%, however, we have seen,
from the foree of circumstances, or the providence of God, was
ied to restrict his Tabors during the edrly part of the year

to the settlements near Yonge Street, where he suffered so-
wuch, not, however, without- counterbalancing success. So, -

likewise, Dr. Bangs, in his history of that year, says, < Mons

“treal, in Lower Canada, was visited by Joseph Sawyer.” This

was probably not an exclusive anpomtment to that place, but
one of those pioneering raids which were frequently made off
the regalar Circuit for a time, which eharacterized the opera-

tions of that day. Most likely Sawyer took advautage of

Bangs’ presence in the 