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R I 1.4 DsTONE'S Trish Church
7;( .y &« Suspensory Bill” hav-
!}:%"L ing failed to carry in the

é‘-\q — "g House of Lords, though sup-

okt ported by a considerable ma-

jority in the House of Com-
mons, the question to which
it relates may be said in the
meantime to be disposed of ;
yet as it is the great eccle-
siastical question of the day, and one en
which, from the nature of the case, contin-
ued agitation is certain, it may not be out
of place to offer a few remarks upon it in
these columns, by way of keeping our read-
ers informed as to the curreat of events.

The Bill which has been quashed in
the Upper House by a vote of 192 to
97, provided that no new appointments
should be made to vacancics vccurring in
the Established Church of Irclawd, with
the view of ultimately disestablishing that |
Church. Whilst it was before Parliament, |
all the great ccelesiastical assemblies of
Britain, in annual conference gathered, had |
an oppartunity of expressing their upinions |
upon it, of which all, cxcept two, availed
themselves, viz.,, the Wesleyans and the
Free Church of Scotland. The alleged
reason for the silence of the latter, was
want of time, but we can vunceive that a
want of will—a fear of getting impaled va
one or other horus of a dilemma at this
stage of the Union question—had probably
as much to do with it, as they generally
contrive to make time fur speaking on such
important matters whenever there is any-
thinz to be gauined by doing s0.* The
U. P. Church, as might be expected, con-
Sidering it> radical clements, gave an almost
Unanimous support to Gladstone’s proposals. ;
The Irish Presbyterian Church resolved
by a majority of 210 to 130 to petition |
both Houses of Pariiament against the |

!
|
!

(; X f:;' i ‘\y. é'\\.-.g

withdrawal of the Regium Donum—or, in
other words, msainst the disestablishment
and disendowment of the Episcopal Church
of Ircland, to which the Regium Donum |
is asort of appendix svlatii.  The General |
Assembly of the Church of Scwotiand, after |
a long and able discussion, by a vote of

211 to S1, resolved to petition the Legisia-

——

* The Commiss.on of the Free Assembls sob-

sequently resolred by o vole of 32 to 53 to sup- i

port the Giadstone policy.

* present organisation.

ture against the Bill, without expressing
any opinion as to the modification needed
in the construction of the Irish Church.
The Church of England, of course, stands
up stoutly for herself as she is represented
in Ireland, although some of her clergy
hesitated to do so.

The facts of the case are these: of the
5,700,000 of a population in Ireland in
1861, 4,500,000, in round numbers, were
Roman Cathglics; 700,000 belonged to
the Established Church; and 500,000
were Presbyterians. The clerzy of the
Established Church number somewhere
about 2200, including two archbishops and
ten bishops. There are in all 1510 bene-
fices. In aboumt 40 of these there is not a
single Protestant; in 45 more the average
is less than 20 Protestants, and in 229
more there is an average of only 23 Epis-
copalians; whilst one-half the entire bene-
fices can scarce count 180 Anglican adhe-
rents. The Church was planted in Ireland
in 1560, and although both the English
and the Scottish population was brought
in to be a ceatre whence Protestant views
might radiate, still there is not more than
ane-fourth of the population Protestant,
and of these nearly a half are not Episcopa-
lian. The annual revenue of the Church
amounts to vearly half a million sterling,
and is derived from a tithe-rent charge
upon the soil. Whilst the Protestants
hav  zained about 3 per cent. during the
last 30 years, owing to the greater emigra-
tion nf Roman Catholics, it is found that
thic relative gain is not in favour of the
Estatiished Church, fur its adherents are
now 160,000 fewer than they were in 1834,

* These are the facts, and on them we offer

a thought or two.
It is evident from what has been stated,
that whatever may he said in defence of

~ the wisdam or cxpediency of maintaining

an Established Protestant Church in Ire-
land, there is some change needed in its
y This was very gene
rally admitted by those who joined in the
dcbate in the General Assembly. But
granted that there are grave abuses in that
Churcli calling loudly for a remedy, itis a
very different thing reforming it te destroy-
ing it altogether. This latter can be ac-
complished only by a revolution, The
Church is part and partcel of the constitu-
tion of the realm, and all the legislation
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for Ireland du‘ring the last 300 years is
pervaded by the chureh influence—so that
inextrieable confusion would be the result

of an abolition of the Kstablishment in .

that country. .
a steadier hand than Gladstone’s to guide
Ireland safely through such a revolution as

It would probably require |

his resolutions would inevitably lead to; -

and it is to be hoped neither he nor the
hottest-headed follower he has in England

would wish a repetition of the scenes France |

witnessed in 1790, when she broke down
her old land-narks.
which 1% can be done, history teils; but
where i3 there proof or demonstration that
it can be accomplished quietly and silently
without a revolution?

Those persons, we think, greatly mistake
the nature of the case who maintain that
the Church is the great cause of Irish dis-
content. It may indeed be the remote
cause, or rather it may at one time have

That is one way in
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groanieg under intolerable burdens—but it
13 only people of a lively imagination that
can trace any real causes of discontent in the
present conditiun of the governent of Ire-
land, <o that the argument, * better concede
now than have it forced from you sometime
hence,” is not applicable to the case.

Yet, holdinyg firmly as we do by the fore-
going views, we think the time s coming
near when it would be well for the Tmper-
il Legislature to take up and deal as well
as it can with the Irish Chureh, and this,
not because of any cexternal  pressure
brought to vear upon it, or with a view to
allay discontent i that unhappy country.
(which as we have already stated it will
never of itself do), but because, after all
that can be suid in behalf of that institu-
ticn, its crection has not secured the goud

its framers had in view ; and it is an anomaly

been the sore in the eondition of that

country that gave rise to the breeding
of other disorders, which, in the growth
of ages, have overshadowed it, their ori-
vinal parent, so that it is now almast lost
to view. However it may be with the
Roman Catholic priesthood, certain it is
that in the cyes of the common people of
Ircland, the ministers of the Bstablished
Church are not rezarded witle disfavour.
They arc almost the only landlords resi-
dent, and spending their incomes in the
country ; and being generous and liberal
in their treatment of their humble neigh-
bours, they are personally (we say it on the
most credible testimony) extremely popular.
The supposition therefore, that the sweep-
ing away of an institution, which to the
common mind at least is one of the best
fruits of the union with Eagland, indi-

in the land, which, though perfeetly justi-
fiable at the time of it= ereation, when
everything that could be done had to Le
done to preserve the libertiex of the Brit-
ish Ixles from the tyrannous ultramontan.
principles of the proud Stuart race and from
the overshadowing influence of the papacy,
should as soon as is consistent with safety be
dune away with, everything is now chanued,
the theory of the divine right of kings is ex-
ploded, and the poor old man that is seated

. on the throne of Hildebrand can only issuc

harmless mimic thunder from the Vatican.

" England might now safely at one blow cut

down every barrier which she then wisely
crected against popery, as her liberty i~
now o rooted and secured that ncither

' Sovereiym nor Sovercign Pontiff could ever

cates a shallow pereeption of the real state |

of Ireland.
every friend of good and stable govermmeat
will rejoice that the House of Lords.
which has often proved the conservatorofthe
public weal in the face of a revolutionary

We think, thercfore, that

succeed in overturning it.

We say the Irish Church is an anomaly .
and although we think it i~ not now held
by the great majority of the people to be a
grievance at all, yet there is no doubt it i-
mtimately connected with the sources of

" discontent. and is perhaps the remotr

origin of them all. It is very probabl:
that to the Romish priesthood and to the

; thoughtfulmembersof that religiouscommu-

!

Lower House, has had the courage to veto

the Gladstone resoiutions.

The present is .

ot the time to make sweeping changes in
Church, is looked upon as the chief griev-

the constitution of Irciand; for to do so in
order to appease insane Faianism woukld

be to concede that that spawn of foreign |

spite and malevolence had good grounds for
its deeds of darkness.  Poor

Louis .

Seize of France never knew when to

make concessions, and always made them
to0late for them to be of any avail ; but then
ke needed to make them—his subjeets were

nity, this alien Church, the badge of defeat
and humiliation, fattening upon the spoii~
which had formerly belonged to their own

ance of Ircland, although it better suiss
their position of impotency not to say s
loudly, but rather to direct popular atten-
tion to other matters, of which it would be
safer and more politic to complain,but which

, should be no grievance atall toan industri-
y ous, frugal and provident people,—such s-
' tenancy at will and landlord absenteeisn..
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Every intelligent and discriminating tra-
veller is struck with the difference between
the appearance and character, say, of the
French priest and of the Irish priest. The
former are self-satisfied, happy and content-
cd; for one reason, cvidently because they
feel that ther are at home, and that they
are at one witn hoth the government and
the people ; whilst the latter as a class are,
as they at least show themselves to the
world, sullen, silent, unhappy and discon-
tented-looking, and no doubt the secret
of this is that they brood over the fact
that as a body of churchmen they have
been disinherited, whilst still, unlike their
co-religionistsin England and Scotland, fur-
nishing the religicus training of the great
body of the people.
tion of the difficulty would be to do what
was done in this country in 1353. reduce
all denominations to an equality, by disen-
dowing all, securing the life rights of the
incumbents for the time being.

There are two dangers to be apprehended
in conuoection with this sugzestion : first,
Protestantism might utterly disappear. We
have no fear of such 2 result. At first, the
present loyal portion of the population
might feel agerieved at such legislation,
but if the present incumbents are secured
in their rights that will go far towards re-
conciling them to the privations to be en-
dured by their successors, as it did n the
parallel case in Canada; and if the clergy
acquiesce in the measures, the laity will
soen also accept the situation and be satis-

fied. We caunnot belicve that 693,357 Epis- ;

copalians, 523.201 Presbyterians, 45.399
Mecthodists, and 31,736 of other minor seets,
cspeciaily when two-thirds of the landed in-
terests of the country lic in the hands of
their adherents, could be swallowed up bs
popery, although the Es .blished Church of
Ireland were abolished to-morros.

Another danger foreshadowed in many of

Perhaps the best solu-
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the able speeches madeon the subjeet, both
! in and out of parliament, isthat such a mea-
. sure would be only a certain precursor of
the dis-establishment of the Churches of
England and Scotland. But surely this
would not of necessity follow. 'The cases
are not at all analagous. The Irish Church
does not represent a ninth part ef the popu-
lation of the country, and not much mtore
than half of cven the Protestantism of the
country; whilst it is ostensibly arrayed
against the opinions and feelings of 4,505,
263, or more than threc-fourths of the en-
tire population. But this order of things
- is exactly reversed in regard of both Eng-
land and Scotland. At least two-thirds of
the people of England profess adherence to
the Kstablished Church of England, whilst
at least three-fifths of the people of Scot-
. land are attached to the Church therein es-
tablished. And there is this further dif-
ference in recard to both as compared with
Ircland, that by far the majority of those dis-
. senting from them are like themselves Pro-
: testant, and distinguished by no important
| doctrinal or practical differences to array
i them in hostility agaiust these churches.
: Particularly is this the case as regards
. Scotland, in which the Established Church
- virtually represents at least nine-tenths of
: the people, although many of them decline
, her communion on surprisingly slender
, grounds.  If, then, the priveiple on which
. churches arc to be established, is that they
« represent not only the truth in its grand
|

features, as this commends itself to the go-

vernments which establish them, but alss

. the particular bearings and opinions of the

+ people among whom they are set up, aswas
done in the case of Scotland at the revelu-
tion settlement, the Church of both Ene-
laud and Scotland has yet a good chance
for a long lease of existence. even though
the Church of Ireland should have her doors
closed within a year.

Lefos of our Chureh.

PRESBYTERY OF TCRONTO.

The quarterly meeting of this P esbytery took
place in St. Andrew’s Church, Toronto on Tues-
day, the 21st July. The attendance of mem-
bers was large—nearly all the ministers being
present. There was also a fairattendance of el-
ders considering the preseat demands on the
time of the farming population, to which class
of the community so maay of that body belong.

Among other 1tems of business the Presby-
tery disposed of the Bowmanville case—sus

taining the wew call to Mr. Spenser, and ap-

pointing his induction to the charge of the con-
' gregation of Darlington to take place on the
! 3th August, Rev. Walter R. Ross, to preach
' and preside, and the Rev. W. Clcland, to ad-
¢ dress the minister and people on tbeir respec-
i tive duties and responsibilities.
It was gratifsing to find that this call was
! more numerously signed than the former one,
! and was accompanied by a guaranice for the
i payment of o larger stipend  Ian these circom-
i stances the Presbrtery had no difficulty in sus-
taining the call.
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After disposing of several other picces of or-
dioary buginess, the Presbytery adjourned to
weet at balf past three o’clock for special ser-
vices, connected with the inauguration of the
New Presbytery of Victoris.

Having resumed, the Presbytery cngaged in
devotional exercises, being led in prayer by the
Rev. Mr. Tawse, who made pointed and baypy
reference to the circumstances under which the
Preshytery had met—invoking most fervently
the blessing of Almighty God upon the bretbren
wbo were tuformn the New Presbytery, that they
might be greatly prospered in their new orga-
rization and guided in their deliberations for
the good of tie Church.

Dr, Barclay being called upun by the Mode-
rator to address the Presbytery, spoke asful-
lows :

Moderator,~—The Synod having, during its
recent session, passed an Act providing for the
division of the Presbytery of Toronto,—the same
to take effect at the close of the present meet-

ing, it seems proper that we should devote # |

portion of this sederunt to the expressivn of

v

|

such thoughtsand the interchange of such sen- |

iiments as may be appropriate to the circum-
stances in which we have this day assembled.
Certain of the brethren residing in the East-
ern Section of the Presbytery are about to be
separated from us—having been appointed to
meet four weeks hence at Lindsay, and form
themselves into a new Presbytery, to be called
the Presbytery of Victoria. The other section
retaining the larger portion of the existing con-
gregations, will still be known by the time-ho-
noured name of # The Presbylery of Taronio.”
To none of us who take an interest in the

prosperity of our Church in this land, can this .
day’s proceedings he devoid of interest; for

they inaugurate a change in our position asa
Presbytery which, however lung spoken of es
desirsble, is only now to be consummated with
the consent of those principaily concerned.
While to those of us whose connection with the
Church has been oflounger standing, a decper
.nterest may well hang around the simple
act, tobe so soon completed, of severing the tie
whichbas so long united us,fathers and brethren,
into one court of the Church : but, by whose se-
paration, another Pres” ytery is henceforth tobe
reckoned among the number on the Synod Roll.

It cannot but be with feclings of regret that
we conteraplate the termination of that more
intimate relation in which we have stood toone
another—some of us for a long term of years.
Buat it is gratifying to think that the change in
the relation of the two sections of the Presbyte-
ry tocach other, is one of progress and advance-
ment. Ithasin a measnre been rendered in-
dispensable by the growih of the Presbytery
and by counsiderations affecting the personal
convenicnce of those ministers and elders who
reside at a distance from Toronto. With their
seat of Presbytery nearer to their own fields of
labour, these brethren will henceforth be ena-
bled to discharge more casily their importantdu-
ties as rulers in the Church—whilst it is to be
hoped by the facilities thus afforded, the inter-
ests of the Church at large will be largely pro-
moted,

Such, at least, is the object, such was the mo-
uve in the reccmmendation given by the Pres-
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bytery of Toronto, and on which the Synod act-
ed, in instituting ea additional Presbytery in
this section of the Province. Within our ex-
tensive bounds two Presbyteries in place of oue
will henceforth be available for carrying on the
public business of the Church, which is thus
likely to Le the better attended to by each with-
in its own narrower limits. Itis, at the same
time, gratifying tothink th.* this arrangement
bas not been forced upon us by any sectional
feeling, or by apy want of harmony among the
members of this large Presbytery. But,on the
contrary, the uninterrupted harmony Which bus
3o long characterized our proceedings, and the
fecling which has uniformly subsisted amoog
the members, linve rather contributed to retacd
not a little the adoptivn of the plan, now to Le
consummated, of sending oft from the parem
hive a fresh swarm to occupy & position fur
themselves in the eastern section, where tiwey
may concentrate their cfforts, and act as from
anew centreof operations in the interest of the
Church at large. -

When the Synod of our Church was organiz.
ed nearly forty years ago, the Presbytery o
Toronto, or, as it was then styled, the
Presbytery of York, was one of four Pres.
byteries into whirh the Church of Scot.
land in Canada was ‘hen divided. Tu-
Presbytery then included the whole ot
that part of the Province lying west aud
north of the city of Toronto—while it also ea.
teaded many wuiles to the eastward. At that
time the population was sparse and the settle-
ments far apart,  Attendance at wmeetings
Presbytery entailed on ministers and elders
no small amount of labour. Yet that labour was
ungrudgingly performed by our predecessors
the service of the Church. From the lips ot
some, who took no inconsiderable share in these
carly labours in the csuse of the Church, I
have heard many interesting details, which
want of time precludes me from quoting her,
of the toils and hardships they had not unfre-
yuently to encounter in their distant journeyings
through the “ backwoods™; and yet of the pn-
mitive simplicity and the hearty welicome with
which they were wont to be grected by the ad-
hierents of the Church inthe remote settlement«
10 which their peregrinations extended.

The Presbytery of York appears to bave held
its first meeting at Kingston, according to &~
pointment of the Synod, then just instituted.
And on the sixteenth of the same month the
Presbytery met in this city, then the town uf
York. Five ministers formed the sederuus,
Their names, which I may as well mention
here, were Rev. Geo. Sheed, Moderator, Re..
William Rintoui, Clerk, Rev. Alexander Gale.
Rev. Alexander Ross. and Rev. Robert McGu...
all of whom bave gone to their reward.

For some years afterwards the Presvyters
seems to have held its meeetings at various place:
within the then far-extended bounds—such &<
at Ancaster, Dundas, Hamilton, Fergus, &¢.  In
the year 1834, when the name of this place wa
<hanged from the * Town of York™ to the« Cuty
of Toronto,” the Presbytery appears to hate
made a corresponding alteration in its designa-
tion, assuming the title of the Presbytery of
Toroato, by which ithas ever since been know.
As the cbarges scattered over this extepsist
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field, multiplied; and the numher of ministers
odficiating in it having increased to nineteen,
the Presbytery was divided, in the year 1836—
the new Presbytery then erceted in the West
being styled the Presbytery of Hamilton, with
nine ministers on itg roll. Seven years later when
my own connection with the Presbytery of To-

ronto beganp, on my appointment to my present

charge,my name was placed fifteenth in order on
the roll. Of the fourteen ministers whose names
tbus preceded mine in the order of induction,

only one now remains in the active service of |

the Church in this Presbytery.
venerable father of the Presbytery, the Rev. Mr.
Tawse, who so appropriately occupies the Mo-
derator's chair on this occasion, and who,
tbough having lost much of the epergy of his

I refer to the |

1

earlier days, and though comypelled by feeble .
health to curtail his public labours, yet bears !
up manfully, and seems resolved to ‘* to die in .

harness.’

ry ook place subsequently, several bad buta

short term  of service—some have transferred
their labours to other sections of the Church,
+0@ are still engaged in active duty—while
some, alas! have been taken from us in the mid-
time of their days, and when engaged in active
and useful labours in the Lord’s vioeyard.
Whether it be the result of the ordinary wear
andtear of an arduous though honourable profes-
siou—or whether special causes may have been
contributing to the shortening of the term of
aciive duty of our ministers, I do not undcrtake
10 decide: But in reverting 1o the aumerous
changes which have passed unde: my own ob-
servation, 1 cannot help remarking that there
does seem to have been o rapid using-up of the
materials of which this Presbytery has been
compesed, Still, as one standard-bearer after
another hag been :emoved by death, or gone t0
aistant parts of the fields, others have, in God's
good providence, been raised up to occupy the
places thus left vacant, and to do valuable ser-

of the province.
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whose herculean labours, ag the minister of one
extensive charge, and his marvellous missionary
efforts among the widely scattered adherents ot
our church, in many other townships where
there were no ministers, bave secured for him
an honoured place in the bearts of many who
admired his carcer and profited largely by bis
labours.

And to come down to more recent times can
I, without exciting your emotion, mention the
names of MacMurchy and Cwmpbell, wwho were
both taken from us g0 unexpectedly and so sud-
denly—stricken down in the fulness of their
strength and in the very mid-time of their days ?
Loth of whom had atiained an influence more

. than ordinary in their respective neighbour-

boods, and among their own people, which plac-
ed them on a vantage-ground for carrying on
their work, in the interest of the Church thev so
greatly loved, and for the good of souls. Their

| services are worthy of honourable commemora-
Gfothers, whose connection with the Presby- !

tion whenever the more recent history of this
Presbytery is referred to.

In the Roll of the Eldership, {00, we now miss
sames, the mention of which mz; well revive

recollections of valuable services, rendered by

some now no more, to this Presbytery and the
Churcl at large, esrecially in the earlier periods
of its history— services which justly entitle them

. to gratefur recognition and to a lasting place in

. our nearts,

Prominent among these honoured
dead, who did goud service in their day to the
Church of Scotland in Canada, particularly in

thig Presbytery, there cannot fail to be suggest-
" ed to you the nemes ®f tbe late Chief Justice

McLean, Colonel Thomson, and Mr. Jokn Came-
ron, whose departure was felt by us all to be a
public loss—and to whose lengthened associa-
tion with us in the work of the Presbytery, we

~may well look back with mingled feelings of

thankfulness for their valuable aid, of respect for

. their memory, and of regret that such warm

friends of our cause should have been removed

" from us by death.
vice to the cause of the Church in this section .

But the identity of the Presby- '

1ery as an active, living ageney for the work

of the Churchin this quarter of the land has not
been destroyed. Just as in the service of our

. added to the list.

Queen and country, the men forming the ranks '
m a regiment may be constantly chaunging,

through casualties which rapidly thin them out,
or simply through the lapse of time—old war-
riors disappearing and new recruits taking the
place of the war-worn veterans :
battalion retains its name and prestige—it may
be, the inberited glory with which it is associat-
ed in the recollection cf gallant services in the
field. So may we be permitted to chenish some
meroones of the past of our bistory asa Presby-
tery, wiich may serve as a stimulus to activi-
ty ang fidelity, and zeal in the work to which
we have succeeded.

And yet the

Were [ giving & full history of this Presby-
tery there are other names deserviog special
reference, which would necessarily fall to be
But jet tbese reminiscences
of the past suffice. Let us turn to the present.
If we this day witness 8 new exodus from our
ranks in the departure of brethren whom we
respect and love, to form s distinct battalios in
the field of our common service as a Church, it
i3 pleasant to think thatit is with mutual regard
that we part, though with separate ficlds of Pres-

. byterial work now before us we may still co-
. operato for the advancement of the common

. causc.

There was Galloway, the godly youth, who

more than twenty years ago, after a short but
zeslous service of some five years, fell & victim
to disease; and who left behind him in Mark-
ham, which was his first and last ministerial
charge, memories not yet gone of his amiable
Cbristian life, by which he prevailed as effec-

Bretkren, yon who now leave us to set
up house for yourselves, scarcely need the as-
surance which I he ~ily offer, that you carry
with you our best wishes for yoor welfare. You
will be our neighbours still, and our prosimity
will still afford frequent opportunities for inter-
course, and occasional interchange of services,
which will help, among other good results, to

_keep up old associations and to quicken our mu-

tual sympathies. Sure I am that among there-

~ collections that press upc - ugin this moment of

tively as by scholarly attainments and simple |

and earnest exhortatiors. There was Lambie,

separation not the least agreenble is the thought
that our differences of opinion, when they did
occur, neve: amounted to persons! alicnations.

Qur discussions, though carnest, have been



270

conducted in aspirit of forbearance and respect
for each otber's views,which naturally tended to
smooth down rising asperities, and thus led to
that now lengthened harmony which has, in
so marked & manner, characterized our proceed-
ings generally as & Presbytery. But I must
bring my remarks to a close. 1 pray that you
who go out from us, and we who remain in the
old Presbytery of Toronto, may, in the future
as in the past, whilst sceking with all zeal to
forward the Church’s interests in the way we
think best, may still cultivate the things that
make for peace; and in our separate action
as distinct Presbyteries, I trust that we shall
ever strive to keep the unity of the spirit as fel.
low-labourers in the same vineyard. Bretbren
of the Presbytery of Victoris, we bid you God
speed, and may the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.

Mr. Kenneth Macleonan then moved the fol-
lowing resolution, viz:

t That the members of the Presbytery of To-
ronto Lereby express their sincere gratification
at the encouraging circumstances under which
the brethren of the Presbytery of Victoria be-
gin their career as a distinct Presbytery of the
Church ; and their cordial wishes for the peace
and prosperity of the mnew Presbytery, ia
their efforts toadvance the interest of the Church
in the sectionof the province comnmitted to their
care.”

In support thereof Mr. Maclennan stated that
the members of the court had arrived at the
conviction that the interest of the Church de-
nianded a subdivision of #he existing Presbyte-
ry. Notwithstanding the anxious desire evinced
by the members to give o careful consideration
to all the business coming before this court, it
has been felt by all that the number of congre-
gations and mission-stations, the frequency of
meetings, the large area comprised within the
bounds of the Presbytery—the considerable ex-
pense attendant upon meetings under such cir-
cumstances, together with other considerations,
indicated subdivision as & wise, if not a neces-
sary course.

This is no hasty determination. For several
years the practical difficulties referred to have
forced it upon our attentive consideration. With
much reluctance, it must be admitted, bave we
been led to seriously consider, and finally de-
cide upon, this course. Those who are about
10 withdraw from the Presbytery of Toronto,
do so in opposition to their mere feclings of lo-
cal and brotherly attachment, which would
strongly incline them to remain; and we trom
whom they are thus to be parted, are sensible
how much their personal intercourse and eccle-
siastical co-operation shallbe missed. Wesub-
mit, however, to the loss, we may sustain, in
the persuasion that the cadse of our Church will
gain by the step which our brethren are taking
with the sanction of the Synod. By the num-
bers aad zeal of our adhereats, by the experi-
cnce and ability of the ministers, the public in-
fiuence of some of the representative elders, and
the extent and importance of the mission-fields,
we arerewarded in anticipating the best result
from tho formation of the Presbytery of Victo-
ria.

It scems proper to remark that no elemeat of
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be rid of their connection with a large and old
Presbytery, bas iofluenced our brethren to ade-
gire to be separated from ue. It is with great
reluctance they ackuowledge the necescity of
assuming the obligations of a separate ecclesi-
astical existence. Wi hmutual regard and good-
feeling we now pari, pursuing the course to
which duty points. For these brethren and
friends, I am sure the members of the Presby-
tery of Toronto unite in desiring peace and
prosperity, as we cordially bid them God speed.

The resolution, seconded in a few appropri-
ate remarks by Mr. Campbell (Markham) and
supported by Mr. Tawse, who supplied some in.
teresting personal reminiscences of the Presby-
tery, and addressed very suitable counselanden-
couragement to the new Presbytery, making ¢s-
pecial reference to the pledge given of their
character and conduct by the significance of
their ecclesiastical name, was unanimously
adopted.

The kindly sentiments of the resolution and
of the remarks in support of it, were acknow-
ledged, on behalf of the Presbytery of Victoria,
by Mr. Watson, who declared his warm attach-
ment to the Presbytery of Toronto, his sense of
the kind and friendly spirit which had always
characterized the intercourse of the members
and their public proceedings, and his conviction
that those with whom it would be his duty
henceforward to act, would aim at preserving
in their proceedings the spirit and policy in
which they had here been trained. He conclud-
ed by expressing his great satisfaction that
when it became necessary to part, thatstep
should be attepded with such unmistakable
evidences of mutual good-will and regard as
had just been witnessed.

Mr. Dobie, referring to his very recent con-
nection with the Presbytery, said that it would
have been very agreeable to bis feelings to con-
tinue in it ; but as the good of the Church re-
quires that it should be otberwise, it became
his duty to waive personal preferences, and to
strive with his new co-presbyters, to do his duty
in bis new sphere of Presbyterial action.

These proceedings, which were felt by all pre-
sent to be solemn and appropriate, were termi-
nated by the singing of a portion of the cxxii.
Psalm, by the members, and the apostolic bene-
diction pronounced by the Modcrator.

In the cvening Dr. Barclay entertained at
dinner, in & very sumptuous manner, at his own
residence in Adelaide street, the members of
the two Presbyteries and otber friends in honour
of the occasion of the Presbytery of Victoria's
setling up house for themselves. The same
table that had so often welcomed to its gene-
rous hospitality all accredited ministers and
churchmen, during the lifetime of the late
lamented occupant, gathered around it once
more to discuss the choice viands, prepared by
the same hands with the liberality, tsste and
skill that bave ever been displayed thereat—
just such a company as Mr. and Mrs. Cameron
loved to see.  This entertainment afforded an
opportunity to Dr. Barclay's fricnds in the new
Presbytery, (thatis to all the members, for they
are all his friends, as everytody is his friend
who knows him well cnough) to give expres-
sion to their sense of his personal worth, and

jealousy or ambition, no unscemly impatience to © of the services hie has rendered the Church at
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large, and the Presbytery of Toronto in par-
ticular, by his judicious counsel and tempered
wisdom.

1t is often felt as a matter of regret, that few
opportunities arc afforded to the members of
our Church coarts, of meeting together ina
social capacity ; for as a consequence they are
apt to form wrong conclusions regarding each
other, sceing only that part of each other's
nature and character, which comes to the
surface in stern debate, and which is often not
the most amiable. There i3 much force in this
and itis to be hoped that the dawning of a
better day for our ministers, when they shall
cnjoy at least a competency, shall enable them
to bave a public dioner when they meet in
Presbytery and Synod; for if all clerical ban-
quets were presided over by the address and
urbanity displayed at Dr. Barclay’s hospitable
board, and accompanied with the good humour
manifested by his guests, they would be memor-
able gatherings, and their recurrence would be
lookéd forward to with pleasure by members.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL,

The quarterly meeting of the Presbytery of
Montreal was held on the 5thulto. in St Ae-
drew’s Church, the Rev. Josua Fraser, the re-
tiring Moderater, and afterwards Mr. Clarke of
Durbam in the chair.

‘The Rev. Mr. Ross of Chatham was appoint.
cd Moderator for the next twelve months. Re-
presentative elders’ commissions were read and
sustained, viz:—

From Hemmingford, Mr. Hugh Merlin.

From Dundee, Mr. John Cruickshank.

Trom Point St. Charles, Mr. James Dickson.

The Rev. Messrs Herald, of Dundas, Ont,
Niven, and Paul being presear, were invited to
sit and deliberate in the meeting.

The Rev. Mr. Anderson, who has recently ar-
rived from the motber country, presented anap-
plication for adwnission as a probationer within
the bounds of the Presbytery. A Committee
was appointed to confer with Mr. Anderson,
examine his certificates, and report to the Pres-
bytery.

The Rev. Mr. Cauprerir, in tbe absence of
the Convener, Dr. Jenkins, reported that consi-
derable progress bad been made in collecting
subscriptiona towards building the proposed
Church in Griffintown, and said it was expect-
ed that building operations would be commenc-
«d some time during the fall.

The case of the Huntingdon congregation
came under discussion, and wa3 deferred 1ill
the next meeting of the Presbytery.

The congregation of Elgin and Athelstane
applied to the Presbytery to place themin a
position to ask the Presbytery to moderate in a
call.

The application wa3 acceded to, and Mr,
Patterson, of Hemmiungford, was appointed to
supply Elgin on the 9th of August, and after-
wards confer Wwith the people on the subject.
It was also resolved to supply the congregation
at Athelstane and Elgin with fortnightly ser-
vices for three months, the following being the
sppointments :—~Rev. J. Patterson, 9th of Au-
gust; Rev. Dr. Muir, 23rd ; Rev. Mr. Niven, 6th
Sept. ;Rev. Mr, Simpson, 20th;Rev.J. T. Panl,
5th Oct.
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Rev. F. P. Syx said he desired to bring ur-
der the notice of the Presbytery the sad bereav-
ment of one of their number. All the brethren
present had doubtless marked the absence of
one who was recognized as notonly a father in
the Presbytery, but alzo n fatherin the Church.
He was sure that every member of that Court
deeply felt the absence of bim who was so con-
stant an attendant at their meetings, and whose
counsel and co-operation were always aceept-
able. He would therefore move that a Commit-
tee be appointed to draw up an address of con-
dolence with Dr. Mathieson inhis sad afliction,
and that the Clerk be desired to transmit the
same.

Me. Ferouson seconded the motion, which
wa3 unanimously adopted.

Rev. Mr. CampBeLt introdueed the subject
of letters of iuntroduction to mimsters in tbe
city being given by the pastors of country
churches to persons leaving the latter and tak-
ing up their rasidence in the city. e said there
wu3 a continual draining of country congrega-
tions, and that the accessions to the number of
town memberz from this source was out of al
proportion to what might be expected. A very
considerable portion of those coming to the city
were drawn to other Churches. This was not
owing, he submitted, to any unegligence on
the part of the clergy, but to a defect in organi-
zation. Letters of 1ntroduction might be given
from country to cily ministers without interfer-
ing with the rights or freedom o1 either minie.
ters or members.

The hour of adjournment having arrived, the
Court rose till five o'clock.

AFTER RECESS.

The Presbytery resumed business.

Rev. Mr. Pavrersoy said that Mr. Camp-
bell's suggestion did not meec the whole want,
It was not heads of families merely they wisu-
ed to secure, but young persons coming into
town to get employment and doubtful whether
or how long they shall remain in the city. Ho
would like to sce something in the way of a lay
asgociation connected with each city congrega-
tion whosebusiness it would be to look into and
deal with such cases. It wasalmost impossible
for city ministers tc be acquainted with all the
people in their charge.

Rev. F. P. Svu confirmed the statements of
the last speaker. He thought that the stragglers
referred to could be reached by & well organiz-
ed congregational lay agency. It must not,
however, supersede ministerial supervision. Co-
operation was the thing to be desired.

Rev. R. CawursrLL accepted all that Mr.
Patterson bhad said. Such organizations were
very desirable, and existed in connection with
some of the churches inthe city.

After further conversation the subject was
dropped.

Thke MoperaToR directed the attention of
the Presbytery to the amount of arrears due to
the Synod Fund by the Presbytery of Montreal,

Several members stated that the sums alleg-
ed tobe in arrear were not due, buthad alresdv
been paid, and in proper time.

Mr. Campbell, Chairman of the Committee
appointed to drafs & minute to be gent to Dr.

Mathiecop, reported as follows:
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t« The Presbytery of Montreal would take the
carly opportunity afforded by this meeting, of
expressing to the Rev. Dr. Mathieson, the old-
est of their number, and long the ornament and
counsellor of the Court, their gincere sympathy
with him in the peculiarly painful bereavement
which he has undergone inthe melancholyand
unlooked for death of a beloved daughter; cnd
they would earncstly pray the Father of mer-
cies, and God of all consolation, who comfor-
teth Ris people in all their tribulation, to com-
fort his heart and mind through Jesus Christ
our Lord.”

The Olerk was desired to record the minute,
and transmit a copy of it to the Rev. Dr. Ma-
thieson.

On bebalf of the committee appointed to con-
fer with the Rev. W. Auderson, the MopEra-
ToR reported in favour of his reception by the
Pregbytery and Synod.

The Presvytery adopted the report, aud
agreed to recommend the Synod to taxe Mr.
Anderson’s application into its most favourable
consideration.

The Crtrk read a communication from the
Clerk of the Widows’ ard Orphang’ Fund, re-
questing the Presbytery to furnish the names
and ages of the children of deceased clergymen
with a view to giving assistance to the minor
children of such ministers, and making &small
anauity to unmarried daughbters, who may bave
lost both parents, and hitherto havenot shared
the benefits of the fund, after they bave passed
the age of twenty-one years.

Some discussion ensued as to whether the
funds at the disposal of the Board could be le-
gitimately employed in this way.

Mr. Ferguson said it was not only desira-
ble but necessary that cectificates of birth be
furnished There was great uncertainty in this
matter.

The CLerk prodaced certificates of the cha-
racter required, from clergymen’s widows in the
Presbytery.

Rev. Mr. NivsK, serving as missionary at St.
Louis, gave a report of tho state of the workin
his district. After paying o tribute to the me-
mory of Mrs. Gilbert Cook, one of the most va-
luable members of the Church in thet place, Mr.
Niven gave some very interesting facts which
went 10 show that the work was progressing
satisfactorily.

The repors was accepted, and Mr. Niven re-
appointed to the station.

Mr. Cawpbell called the attention of mem-
bers to the propriety of using means to forward
the sale of the Church Agent's Report, and
wisbed those who obtained a number of copies,
and bad not remitted proceeds, to do so to Mr.
Lovell, without delay. . .

The Court then adjourned to the first Tues-
day in November, at 12 o'clock.

St. AnpaEw's Cnurcn, GopericE.~The re-
port of the managers of this Church for the
year ending 3rd July, 1868,jhas been printed on
a single sheet of foolscap, in a cheap but in-
telligible form, an example that might be fol-
lowed with advantage by every congregation
in the country. The report gives in detail the
amount promised and paid respectively by the
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several heads of families adhbering to the
Church ; and although, in some instances, the
amount paid falls short, it is an encouraging
sign of prosperity thbat in wany cases it con-
siderably exceeds the amount promised. The
total receipts for the year have amounted to
$940.80, pew ren(s aud subscriptions yielding
$538.25, special collections, $208.32, and ordi-
nary collections, $194.23. Of thissum $538.25
have gune to tho ministers salary, (his house
rent beiag paid in addition) $141.17 for Synod-
ical and Presbyterial purposes, and the balance
has been expended upon local congregational
objects. The state of matters evinced by the
report reflects great credit upon both minister
and people; and every lover of our Zion will
rejoice if the relation subsisting between this
zealous pastor and his flock, so auspiciously
entered into little more than a year ago, will
grow stronger and stronger,’to the mutual com-
fort of him and them. It will be a great satis-
faction to learn when the next report ig pub-
lished, that the income of the Church has so
increased that the managers shall have ii in
their power to augmenttheir minister’s stipend,
as they undoubtedly have the will to do if the
means were at their command. The only
further remark > be made on the report is that
the congregational year beging at an awkward
time, probably from the date of the prrsent
minister’s induction. It is desirable that mana-
gers should, as the Synod has recommended,
bave their statements uniformly made for the
calendar year.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTBRIES IN SEPTEMBER.

The Presbytery of Saugeen on the 1st.
The Presbytery of London on the 2nd.
The Presbytery of Perth on the 8th.
The Presbytery of Renfrew on the 8th.
The Presbytery of Ottawa on the Sth.

These are all ordinary meetings. Presbytery
clerks will please furnish notices of special
meetings for insertion, from month to month,

ARTRUR:—~A congregational meeting was
held in St. Andrew’s Church, Arthur, Ontario,
ou the 17th ult, called for the purpose of
electing two trustees. After the business had
been despatched, an address signed on bebalf
of the congregation by Messrs. Duncan Saun-
ders, Alexander craser, and Thomas Martin,
wag presented to the Rev. John Whyte, Min-
ister of the charge, on the eve of setting out
for Scotland, cxpressing the bigh esteem they
entertained for his Christian character, their
appreciation of his services, especially in con-
nection with the building of the Church, their
sincere wishes for the welfare and prosperity of
himself and family while they were absent, and
their prayers fer his restoration to health and
rencwed usefulness. With the address was
presented a purse containing $130.

Mr. Whyte returned a suitzble reply, thank-
ing the congregation for their uniform kind-
ness ; disclaiming any merit in connection
with the buildiog of the church, which was the
work of the Church at large, regretting that
he had done so little for the Master aud them,
and closing with a fervent prayer on their be-
half, Mr. Whyte took his departurs by the
steamer Dumascus for Scotland.
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BOWMANVILLE —INXDUCTION OF THE REV. ADAX
Seencer :—The Presbytery of Toronto met at
Bowmanville on the 4th August, according to
appointment, for the purpose of inducting Mr.
Spencer into the charge of Darlington. The
attendance of members was smail-—that of the
congregation was considerable, at so busy a
season of the year. The preliminary steps
having been duly taken, the Rev. W. R. Ross
preached a suitable discourse from the words
Mait. v 8. ““Blessed are the pure in beart,
for they shall see Gad.” Thereafter the mini-
ster and people were addressed in an able man-
per relative to their respecive duties, by Mr.
Cleland.

The welcome given by the congregation to
Mr., Spencer, at the conclusionof divine service,
was very cordial, and it js to be hoped that
the settlement may conduce to the advance-
ment of the cause of the Church in Darlington.

PresgNTATION TO THE REV. NIst axp Mgs.
McDovgarL.—On Wednesday, the 8th July, the
congregation of St Andrew’s Church, Eldon,
invited their pastor, the Rev. Niel McDougall,
and his good lady, to a pic-nic in the ¢ Fairy
Grove,” near the Church. A large number of
ladies and gentlemen were present, At the
hour appointed, Donald Jackson, Esq., read an
address and in name of the ladies of the congre-
gation, presented Mr. McDougall with a very
handsome corded silk pulpit gown, and Mra.
McDougall with an elegant tea service. The
address, which was a long and appropriate one,
alluded in very feeling terms to the loss the
Church had sustained by the deathof bis respect-
ed predecessor, and gratefully acknowledged }
the kind hand of Providence in sending one as |
his successor whose sabbath ministrations in |
English, &nd especinlly in the dear old Gaelic, |
reminded them of the time when, on sacramen- 1

!

tal occagions in the Highiands, they were wont
to cross hills crested with majesty, and to tra-
verge vales enamelled with beauty, tolisten to
the empassioned and varied oratory of a Mec-
Leod, as he proclaimed the good news in the !
tent in the graveyard. In accepting the robes,
the Rev. gentleman passed a well merited eulo-
gium on the ladies for their present unexpected
kindness, and said, be hoped he would be long 1
spared to wear them amongst his present at-
tached flock. In accepting tbe tea service Mr.
McDougall, in name of his esteemed lady, return-
cd hismost cordial thanks, and said that, as this
was emphatically a utilitarian ageand country,
they were invited to come and test its qualities
on the Manse table, but they were not to come
all together or he would require a house more
pumerous in its rooms and more spacions in it3
accommodation than the one he now occupied.
The interesting ceremonies being over, the
company repaired to o beautiful spot close at t
hand, where cloths were spread, tastefully co- :
vered with choicest delicacies, under the
superintendence of Mrs. James Stewart and |
Mra. Br. Clarke, Woodville, and Miss Jackson, .
of Stonefield, and others—ample justice being |
done to the good things provided. Amusements |
of various kinds completed the satisfaction and |
happintss that marked each countenance. |
Altogether it was a day long to beremembered '
by doth givers and receivers with unalloyed !
pleasure. !
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PaesgrraTion—~Generous acts emanating
especially from the young are always laudable
and commendable. I have,therefore, much plea-
sure in communicating to you the following
tribute to the St. Andrew’s Church—Presbyte-
rian—and Sabbath School connected with it.

The closh which covers the table on the
platform before the pulpit requiring to bo re-
renewed, and the collectiag bags being much
worn, it was proposed by one of the female
teachers of the Sabbath School that means
should be scquired by her class to procure o
new cloth and collecting plates. This was most
readily agreed to, work for & Juvenile Bazaar
was furnished and the proceeds were beyond
expectation, as the following letter will show :—

To the Rev, James C. Smith.

Rev. ANvp Dgar Sir,—We, the undersigaed
Scholars of Miss M. Edith Henry's Class, beg,
through you to present the St. Andrew’s Church
Buckingham, with three collection plates and
a cioth for the table, being from the proceeds of
a Bazaar held by us last winter. We also con-
vey to you from same source, the sum of 39
towards our Sabbath School Library.

We remain, dear Sir, Yours very respect-
fully, Lizzie Johnson, Matilda Lough, Eliza
Lough, Hannah Strickland, Bessic Higgiason,
Mary Jane Lenagham, Eva Lough, Kate Mc
Knight, Helen Ferguson, BeHa Cassels, Jane
Seny.

Presextation To Mas. HoaG, Goerri.—On
Wednesday, the 5th Aungust, the Rev. J. B.
Muir, B. A, of Galt, waited upon Mrs. Hogg,
at the Manse, and in name of the members of
the late Presbytery of Guelph, now, by decision
of Synod, united 1o the Presuyteryof Hamilton,
presented her with a very elegant silver cake
basket, as & token of rvespect for her uniform
courtesy and kipdness to them during their
meetings in Guelph.

In concluding a very fecling address, Mr.
Muir hoped that she would be long spared to
strengthen the hands and to eccourage the
heart of her esteemed husband, and that the
Giver of all good would abuadantly bless her
in her * basket and in her store.”

The Rev. Mr. Hogg, in name of his good
lady, made a neat and appropriate reply.

IN MEMORIAM.

The Rev. JossrE ANDERSON,A M., breatbed his
last on the evening of Sabbath, we 26th July
last. He was born at Grange, not far from Bally-
mens in the county of Antiim, lreland, in the
year 1785, He was consequently in his 83rd
year at the time of his death. Descended of re-
spectable parentage, he received agood clagsical
education,and entered the University of Glasgow
inthe year1811. The degree of A M. was confer-
red on him in the year 1814 ; and he continued
to attend that University, studying divinity un-
der the late Dr. Magill,

On the 12th of May, 1817, he was licensed to
preach the gospel by the Presbytery of Baliy-
mens, aud for five years afterwards he discharg-
ed the daties of & tutor in a gentleman's family,
in his own part of the country, until, in 1823, be
was ordained to the charge of Newtowacrom-
melin in the northern part of his native county.
In tbat charge, which is situated in the moun-
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wainous district, commonly called Glensof An-
trit, he labouied zealously for several years,
and then formed the determination of emigrat-
ing to Canada, where he arrived with his fa-
mily in the year 1833.

1z the following year be was inducted to the
united charge of South Gower, Uxford and
Mountain, in connection with the United Synod
of Upper Canada. On the union of that Synod
with the Synod of the Church of Scotland in
1840, he, with his brethren, came into the ccele-
siastical connection. in which he was at his
death. At the time of this unior he occupied
\be Moderator's cheir of his Svnod. When so
many of his brethren, in the year 1544, left the
Church, be remained a steady adhercet of the
Synod of the Presbrterian Church of Canada
in connection with the Church of Scotland ; al-
though, by so doing, he forfeited the friendship

of scme, who were formerly intimete with
him, and a portion of ms congregzation also -

joined the Free Church. A part of his labours
was now for = lime given to several outl-sta-
tions of his charge, especially Oxford, and even

to Kitly. some forty miles distant, and the

seceding party having retained possession of
the Cburch in South Gower, new houses of
worship were built in Mountain and at Hecksion,
South Gower. Indecd, had it not been (under

the blessiog of the Head of the Church) for Mr.

Anderson’s zealous efforts (owing lo various

distracting causes) at this juncture the minister- -
ial ckarges of South Gower nad Mountain, and -

also of Oxford, would not harc had any cecle-
siastical existence.

Mr. Anderson, in the vear 1564, with the
pirmission of the Synod. retired from the active
daties of the ministry on account of years, and
growing infirmities.  He stili continurd, hotw-
< veT. occasionally to perform winicterial dutics,
neasly up to the time of his decease. He was
A wan of kindir disposition. of warm Christian
friendship and geacrous hospitaliy : and many
wrere the kind offices which Biis Lrethren in the
ministy as well as others received from his
hands. His ministerial serTices were greatls
appreciated especialiy onsacmmentaioceasions,
and will not soon: be forgotirn biv those who at-
tended upon them.

He leaves an aged widow. four soans and o
daughter, 1o mourn his depariare. Two of his
sons were oducated for the medical profession
at Qaeen’s College, Kingston. one of whom en-
jovs an extensive medical praciice at Smith's
Falls, and another died whna kis edacation was
jast completed. Althoagh for two rears Mr.
Andcrson's health was very feeble. his depar-
tare was at ltst ratber saddea. Throagh all.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

however, hie cnjoved the consolations of that
gospel hie bad so long preached to others ; and
hie could cherish a hope bright with immortality,
Nearlr the last words he uitered wwere ““all is
well.,” Mis remains were attended to the grave
Ly several members of Presbytery and also by &
large concourse of people, tnany of whom had
attended his ministry at some period of his life.
“ The righteous shall be held in everlasting
remembrance.”

Died at Hochelags, on the 15th ult, of disease
of the heart, the Rev. Jous BaLxais, preacher
of the Gospel, in the 76th vear of his age.

The deceased came to Canada some cleven
or twelve years fgo, und during the greater part
of this period he resided at Three Rivers, where
he 1aught a private class. His life was spent
chiefly in teaching, in which. as his testimonials
show. he was cminently successful while he
still enjoyed cufficient strength to prosecute
it with coergy. But he was also an exccllent
preacher. Jndeed it was singular that a man
of his cndowments and taste, who continued
1o the last able to interest and edify the best
instrucled congregetions, should have mever
been placed over a stated charge. He was
probably the oldest preacher in our Churchin
Canada, 23 he received license {rom the Presby-
tery of Aucbterarder in 1823, e studied
partly ot St. Andrews and partly at Glasgow.
During the last threc years ho had been em-
plored by the Presbytery of Montreal to visit
the Hospital, Hoase of Indusirs, and similar
institutions, for which he received a small al-
lowance; and he occasionally filied with great
acceplance the city pulpits. Although in num-
ble circumstances, he manifested in a bigh
degree the cuitivation. feclings, and mananers
of a gentleman.  MHe suffered vers acutely from
occasional attacks of aaziaa perciorts s but his
cad seems to have come without = straggle, as
he was found deaéd sitting composedly in his
chair.  This was a fitting end 1o a geatle, sim-
pic, and uaobirusive Christian life.

Doxatioxs 7o Queey's Coitres Lisrany i—
Rev. A. Pollock, New Glasgow. N. §,, 4 vols..
Smithsonian Izsiitution, Washinglon, t vol.
Deominion Goverament, 2 vols.; Witliam Men-
zies, Esq., Logdon, 3 vols. ; Dr. McLarea, Ren-
frew, Scotland. 14 vols. : Rer. J. Nicol, London,
135 vols.: cuicfiy very old and valuable.

Wanted to complele a set of the Home and
Foreign Missionary Record of the Charch of
Scotland—Nos.for Qctober, 1842, October, 1855,
and Jaauary, 1860, If anddressed to the Librs.
tiaz, Qacen's Coliege, Kiagston, wiil bre thank-
fally receized.

Eoriespondence.

To the Eduor of the Presdylerics.—

Sin,—Your correspondeat + B.” in his lelter
of 3nd Jaly last, giving an account of the
cxcassion to Deadee, has fall~n iato an error
as 16 the Csirn at Lancaster Tt was nolerected

in honoar of Mr. Carmichael, siain ia the con-
test of 1512 ; but was bilt ia the years 1840-
%2, by L. Colonel Lewis Carmichacl, (then iz
rommaal at Laacasier aad Coimax da Laxc),
12 honour of Lord Seston, formesrly Sir Joka
Colborne.
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THE UNION QUESTION.
(To lhe Editor of the Presbyterian.)

IR, —I cannot bhelp fecling
pained at the manner in
which * An Elder'and J.
¥F.laave seen fit to carry on the
Union controversy. [ do think
that contributors to the only
journal of our Church. should
at least use proper lapguage
toward each otber. Dut these
three communications which have appear-
ed, have tkrown very little light upon the
subject at issue. while the language used
by both parties has—to say the least—bren
very irritating. The only way that I can
accbunt for this, is by supposiog that ** An Eldes”
felt aagry at some_insinuation, and flew to the

!
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Bat 1 have no sympatby with the perpetua-
tion of the 01d World disputesin this new land ot
ours. Of course maay of our people would have
favoured the secession movement without apy
aid from the mis<ionaries who came to enlight-

" en their mind3 about the questions over which

_ pation of this,

men were quarrelling in Scotland, and in antici-
it might have been a wise plan
for the Presbyterian Church of Canada to have
declared immediately her izdependence of bota
parties, and remaioed an undisided Charch
But itis too late to o-"~ve over that now. The
great question is how to remedy the evil tha:
exists—for ail will admit that the division &+
aneril. [ bad almost szid a foul blo! upont our
Presbyterianism. [think even® Ap Elder will

* admit this point. Well,assuming that tbe division

pages of the Presbylerian to express his feelings -

in what was certainly ve-y iasulting language.
And #J. F.' fecling, like every unionnoax, very

retaliates by accusing of* An Elder  speaking
with all the impudence of seli-satisned iznorance.

Now, Mr. Editer, it iz alwags fair to listen
10 both sides of a story, but when a controversy
descends to such losww personalides, the dispu-
1ants should be removed beyond the hearing
«f respeciable people.

I am anxicus to sce this union
thoroughly veatilated, and the argument for
and cgainsd it propounded in a caim and Chris-
lian manner. i1 am warmly atiacked 0 the
“Dear Auld Ktk of Scotland.” Though an
Englishmazs by birth, the whole logalty ¢f my
soul gors forith towards the Church of Knox
and Melriile, and the glotious Covenanters
But I mu<t confess that my Presbrianianism is
stronger than my Scottish Charchism. |
therelore have been able to look with an un.
prejudiced exe atthe questions which divide the
Presdyicrian Churches of our Dominion. and [
snd no principle of frutk invoived—no suff-
cient grounds for scpamtion, and no reason
whateves for a continued division. ! cannuy,
for he lifeofme, sce why men shozld have beenso
a7 lost 10 &l sense of propricts, as to wransfer
13 this side of the Atlantie, questions, disputes,
and a division, which should =l khave been
confined 10 Scotland. it would have bren
well if the clerieal Grebrands who ¢oxed bhatred
=nd schism broadeast over oar frir coan-
iry ia 42-43, bad remained 1o fan the fames
of discord =ad fight their sty bastles in a
country in which, | am willing to admit, ther
ey have beea groands for a reformation.

bring it about.

is wrong,and we areall convinced of this.a heal-
ing of the division in a proper way, would 1105t
certainly be right, and if right, then it is the
duty of all good men to do tacir utmost io
Oaq thiz ground. the bigh and

. indestructible grosnd of nghf, we should all
indignant 2t being cailed an wgnorant entiusiast

" confirmed
quesiion

be un‘on men.  Girded, I think, we all are, ex-
cepicg these who have passed through tbe
fiery fight of "42-43,and exchanged insuliing epi-
thets with their Free Church trethren, uatila
batred has been implanted in their hearts
which 15 not et removed. Upon no other
ground caa I accourt for any man being a
and determined anti-uaionist. But
surely such feelings are nol to rui- the coun-

sels of our Chuted. The ignorant ¢ad -nliu-
nestic repng men who have aever Joughtl this

tattle over what is at best a forcign dea,
not ba cxpacted 0 feel as » An Eider™ does.
Though iker have at heart the interesis of our
Scoitish Church, and do snerisice much more
for her than maay who are bitterly opposed to
union. yet far more dear to their hearts are the

[ Re

" interesis of our Common Pres* vierianism and

the Ringdom of eur Lord and Master—ihe
great Head of the Churchi. Aad while we
have too much respect for the feelings of thase
few opponents who have stond by the altars
azd tummed the fires of our beloved Zion, when
many of these whe had been avurished ia hes
bosom, with base ingratitude, endeavoared o
destrer het utlerly {rom the iand, to force on
this Union with 'jadecent haste, we caanot by
expected to give up cur Tiews, merely beeruse
“ An Kides™ kas.-ot got over the old angerof for.
mes daFs

Your correspandent was incorrect in siating
that the two Principals of ozr Colleges are ol
Uaion men. e bas oaiy to read their speeches
at the last meetiag of the Syaed {0 find out his
esror. Principal Saodgrass avowed himselfa



276

moderate Urion man. And it was pleasant to
hear the clear masnly riag of Dr. Cook's speech
upon the subject. Morcoves, the almost uni-
versal applause which greeted his strong urion
sentiments, convinced me that his words were
not unpalatable to the great majority of our
Synod. It may not be oal of place to siate
that the holding of urion views by Drs. Cook
snd Snodgrass does not imply that they take ad-
rantage of their Righ positions fo betray the cone
Fdence of our Church; but it does prove their fit-
ness, in one important item, for the offices which
they hold ; inssmuch, us it shows that they are
mwen who can understand the signs of the times,
and adopt senfiments which, if carried out, can-
not fail to advance the true interests of our
Churel, and thereby the interests of the Church
of Christ.

YWe peed not shut our eyves 1o the fact that
this is only o question of time. The spirit of
the age is to siak all minoer polats of difference
and extead a large-hearted, generous, brotherly
lotve to those who agree with us in important
though they differ in minor points, The Church
<«f England has virtually declared her union
with all who sre atone with her in certain great
{undamental points of polity, though they differ
widely in important questions of doctrine.
And why sbould not our Church exhibit some-
thiog of the same catholic spirit towards those
who agree with us i all points of polity and doc-
drine® Qur brethren in Australia and New
Zealand have united ;and the great American
Presbyterian Churches are on the point of so
deing. And why should we show a less
{riendly disposition. Verdr, Mr. Editor, 1 can-
not tell! Qur Free Church brethren are an-
xious to mnite with us. 1 havemet but few jay-
men of our Church who éid not wish to have
our Presbylerian division healed. 1 have time
after time been asked by them iy doa't you
unite.  Most of our; ministers, as well as
our people, are in favour of the wmovement.

We would derive ail the adrantsgesacerning
from united action in the back settiements ang
country districts of our land. The Moderatar
of the General Assewdly of the Charch of
Scotlsnd, last vear, advised the Colonisl
Churches to unite with other Presbytesian
bodies. QOur ministers licensed ard ordsined
in this coantry are no! clergymen of the Chureh
of Scotland, so that they wonld lost nothing
in sfatus, and shose ordained in Scotland would
be Scottish Charch clergsmen still. Indeed
none of us are, propeely speaking, members of
the Choreh of Seolland, though we do &7 to
cheat ourselves iato the idea hat we are, for
the 3 of Iadependence removes us from soy

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

real connection with the Mother Church be-
yond the newe. Moreover, the division iz
wrong, and, therefore, it is a sin 1o remain any
longer divided than we can  possibly help.
Against these reasons no valid grounds for
coatinued separation can be advanced. We
cannot expect the other Church to come back
without some formal recogniticn of her position
as 8 Church ; but if by the act of ugiting, if not
by words—and you know “actions speak Ipud-
er than syords”—she says that she made & mis-
teke when she left our ranks, why should we
refuse to take steps to bring her back 7 We
shell continue to believe exactly as we do now,
when the Union takes place ; while, by making
tbe ground of difference xa “‘open question”
the Free Church will declare that the secession
of which it was the cavse was all o mistake:

Since there is no principle which we shall
be called upon te concede, why should our
Church refuse to open ber anps and welcome
back ber wayward daughter? We have a suf-
ficient number of opponents who contend for
doctrines which we consider heretical, without
forcing those who in all points agree withns
into their ranks. We should endeavour by all
meaps 1o throw off the exotic character of our
Church, and try to raise up a great national
Presbyterianism, around which all the patives
of our New Dominion might raliy without feeling
that they are members of = forcign church.
Permit me {0 say, in corclusion, that I hope
some mare 2ble pen will take up this subject
and treat it in 2 manner commensurate with its
importance, Above all I trast that it shall

1ot again be lowered biy personnlities, whicl
one gentleman should never use towards an-
other, even in a private quarrel, much less in
the discussion of 2 great question through the
pages of a church jouraal. If* An Elder” hasany
real argumen? against o union, § hope he will
oblige your readers by setting them forthin
your next number.

With mear thenks for so large & spsccin
your valuable pages

I remain, yours very traly. GRNRTA.

Thurlow, Hastings Co., Ont., 26th July, 186S.

To the Fditor of 2ke Preshylerian.

IR~I am giad to see thas
the “matier”™ of my lstter
furpishes the basis of #El-

der's " reply. Thisisasit shonld

be. And I bope Eider will abide
br this principle in his fature
communications on this subject.

There isonly one point, bowever,

1n this “matter” upon whick be

hinges the gist of his reply, and that is my

_Q
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statement, that the “ two Principals of our
Tkeological Colleges are Union wmen.” Now,
in this, I stated but a simple fact, which not
only the whole public course, but also, the
latest utterances in Synod of these gentlemen
most fully corroborate. If then, 8 « grave and
serious charge” is, on this account, brought
against them, it is by Elder, not by me. Heis
responsible for the imputations of * moral
cowardice,” “ hypocritically watching the cur-
reatof events,” &c., &c., 50 freely showered upon
them, not I. Now, I deprecate most strongly
this reanaer of conducting a discussion. It is
illogieal as it is ungentlemanly. I am neither
2 puppet over whose shoulder Elder can fire
shots at the Principals, nor can I be put for-
ward as a feeler and cover for them while they
remain safely in the back ground. These gen-
tlemen have ever been ready to avow openly,
and justify both to the Church and the world,
their opinions upon this subject. Look at the
speech of the Principal of Morrin College in
the last Synod, when, in his bold and decisive
style, be gave utterance to the strongest Union
sentiment, declaring, that “he felt called upon
as often as be appeared before this Synod to
reiterate his conviction, that it is the height of

folly for us to remain separate, if a fair union
with the Canada Presbrterian Chursh could be !
brought about.” |

Arg the Principal of Queen's College, though. |
with that caution and reserve which are so f
characteristic of him, gave expression, practi- ;
cally, to the same sentiments. Wkat does Elder
say to these thicgs? I hope we will have no }
more of these insinuations and covert attacks, t
which are mean-spirited and contemptible in |
the extreme.  And now let us unmask Elder’s |
real meaniag, let us analyse the position he
lays down, and the sentiments he CXPTesses.
There is a subterfuge in his letter which it is
casy to detect. It is this, the ““charge ~ which
ke brings specially against the two Principals,
is one that is applicable either in its truth, or
‘alsity to every Union man in the Church. A
minister holds relatively the same position
towards his congregation as a Principal docs
towards his stadeats. And, according to the
principles of our Presbyterian parity, ifa great
Church question arises, in which CTeI¥ one is,
or ought to be, cqually interested, thea cqual
esponsibility rests upoa those who take the
same side. This shifts the question, therefore,
from Elder's narrow gronad of individuality to
the broad one of party, the only true ground on
which great general questions should be dje-
cussed. I ask, therefore, if Rider is resdy to

sintsin that the Union party ia our Chaurch,
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* while eating the bread of the Church, are pre-
pared to sell their birthright” (we quote hisown
words), that “ while our Church wasg justified
in the stand that she took at the time the cause-
less schism was accomplished, that secretly
they felt they were wrong in this.” In ore
word, does he affirm that Unjon men are actu-

ated by nothing but sordid, unworthy and
unchristian motives. We are sure that he does
not so think, but that ke has been leg awey io
the heat of controversy into making statements,
the ¢ gravity * and ¢ seriousness  of which he
did not understend nor appreciate. Yhether
he is sincere or not, let me try to show him the
utter falsity and inapplicability of such charges
agaiost Union men. I sball confine my pre-
seat letter 5 this point, because I believe that
it embodies more of the real grouad of griav-
ance and difference between us and the anti-
unionists than is generally supposed.

Elder writes of to-day as if it were yesterday.
He forgets that a quarter of a century has passed
away, nearly a whole generation come and
gone, since the disruption. He forgets, farther,
this great principle, that in new and altered
circumstances, new and different opinions must
be formed, and new and different priaciples
come into operation. On this ground, it is easy
10 see how 2 man, whether he be a venerable
Doctor, or a simple Presbyter, who in 43 took
a decided stand with the Church against dis-
ruption, can to-day, consistently and honestly.
be & Union man. Not only bas a long period
of time, with its changing and softening power,
passed away, but also the most vital changes
bave taken place in the Church, the country
and buman thought. The very Church which
protesied against us, and against which our
strongest feclings were excited, has ceased to
exist. There ignow no Free Church in Canada,
cither in name or distinction.

Anc great changes have taken plrce awmong
ourselves. A large and influential class, almost
a generation of men, have arisen, who have no
special sympathy with 2 movement which took
place years before their day, who judge of such
questions—in which fundamentals are not in-
rolved—mercly from an expedient point of
vietw.

Is this class to be ignored ?  Are they not to
have equai consideration, man for msan, accord-
ing to their number and influence, with any
other class in the Church? Have they not
feclings and principles, as well as others 7 and
are not their love, devotion, and labours for the
Church's welfare equal 10 any within her
bounds? Again, 2 tadical change has beea
cffected in the state of the country. Twenty-
five Fears ago we were a weak and struggling
Colony. Every tie which bound us to the
Mother Counlry was not only dear to us, but
also, considered essential for our existence and
prosperity.  Now, it is different. To-day we
are an indepeadent nation, 8 New Dominion,
wbich, for exient of tcrritor}’:, fcﬂih‘ty of re-
soq aad pruspects for the fotare, is unsur-
passrcc?’by axfy in the world. Naturally angd
necessary, therefore, a change must come over
our Church organization, and it is the part
e3ually of true patriotism and sound wisdom to
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acknowledge this, and act upon it. He is a
fool who does not shape hig opinions in things
circumstantial, according to circumstances.
A man loses the best part of his life, and crip-
ples his best energies, both for himself and others,
if in the rigidity of his Churchists, or the inflexi-
bility of bis seif-opinionism, he does not adapt
himself to existing circumstances, and bend
with the upturnings of Providence. Now, in this
new and altered state of our country, I hald,
that he i3 neither a true patriot, nor a sound
churchman, who will allow a mere remembrance
of what occurred in an old and different state
of things, which, with principles and an abstract
sympathy, can bave no vractical operation in
this couuntry, solely to shape his opinions, and
determine his actions. The question with us
should be, not how to mainiain the old, but how
to legisliate for the new. Not what is the best
Church iz Canada, but what is the best Charch
Jor Canada? And if, to accomplish this, we
wish and work for Presbyterian union, as the
bert means in cur judgment for atiaining this
end, then no man dare hoaestly say that swe
arc ungrateful to our Motter Church, or in any
way false to our present vows and objigations.
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It is amusing to see how the anti-unionists
monopolize to themselves all the affections
and honour which may exist in this counuy
towards the Church of Scotland. This assump-
tion is too ludicrous for serious reflection. We
koow that the Church of Scotland will neither
thank noi respect us for neglecting our own in-
teresis,or allowing Presbylerian principlestolan-
guish i this country ,through a mere sentimental
sympathy and nominal connection with her. She
has too wuch of the national characteristic of
rommon Sense to cntertain any such ideas. We
| have the proof of this in the union which took
| place iu Australin.  Did the Church of Scotland
brand her children there with being “ moral
cowards” and “traitors to her,” because they
formed an Australian Presbyterinn Church. On
the contrary, she congratulates them on the
union, and what is more expressive still, is the
! fact that more ministers and missionaries have
I gone out to that country since the union, than
+

|

L}

ever went befure in the same period of time. And
so [ believe it wounld be with us.  The Churclh
of ScoUand would rather rejoice in, than con-
deinn, Presbyterinn Union in Canada. ir

! D

A} - . (}.)’ .
Notiees and Dedicts.

PSALMS AND HYMNS FOR DIVIXE
WOoRsHIpP,

LONDON © JANES NISBET & co. 1§47,

=T, .
N":‘cﬂf{* E rveturn to this excellent

hearty reception from Pres-
byterians. if not for its
hymns. which are rather

been prefized to the Psalms
. and Paraphrases.a very ju-
dicious selection of the latter having been

made. We have felt it to be a great want |

in our churches that our Psalters did not

contain the music to be sung, fer the ruid- !
ance and help of doth the leader and the

congregation.  The churches of the Refor-
mation in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries were before us in this respect, the
early psalters having the music generzlly
appended to the words.  Now that we are
beginning to redeem ourselvas from the
imnorance of music into which the Church
had fallen, we will natumlly return to the
old and proper method.  How much more
s:emly in church a book of this deseription
than the long inconvenient tune books with
which our Scottish publishers have hither-
t» favoured us —so awkward to handle
daring service. The getting up of this

work, which is sure of a

teo many and tomprchen-
sive. for the convenient and
superior music which has -

' volume can scareely be surpassed.  The
i score and type are both delizhtfully clear
and distinct.  The book is small and handy.
though containing a considerabie amount
of letter-press and music.  The publishers
have done their part well.

The musical part of the work seems to
have been under the cditerial care and
supervision of Dr. J. H. Rimbault. who
has fumished a large portion of the har-
monics employed.  Dr. Rimbault is a well-
known and successful author, having pub-
lished several works on musical seience, and
cdited an ahmost unlimited number of com-
positions by the early masters.  With him
! have been associated several musicians of
“note.  Turle. the oraanist of Wesiminster
! Abbey, Rev. J. B. Dykes, a clergyman of
' High Church preclivities in the neighbour-
hood of Durham, but famous ir music and
exiensively employed on « Hymns Ancient
and Modern ;" McFarren, another musical
; author; and, among others, two, whose
| honoured names point to the families of

Dr. Caleott and Sir George Smart.
. We searcely know whether to regard 1t
| as an advantage, or otherwise, that there
{ should be in this work so many original
i compositions, even by good men. Tunes
tare Jike hymns in this respeet. Along
{ with talent and fitness in cvery way for the

work there is & happy inspiration needed:
' and it is only a fow of the happiest cfforts
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of musical composers and hymn writers
which take a permanent place in the gene-
ra]l favour. We have examined the new
tunes in the work and think well of them.
But it takes .vusiderable familiarity and
use to test them; and it will he only in
keeping with all previous cxperience if a
number of them should never be warmly
taken up. We have filt a twinge of disap-
pointment occasionally upon findinyz favour-
ite words set to tunes not only strange, but
so far as we are able to judyge upon a brief
acquaintauce, not very superior.

A partiality we are pleased to see is fast
growing for the older tunes, and the light,
secular, and somewhat operatic style. which
has been so much in vogue with us, is pass-
ing into disrcpute.

Of purely Scotch tunes there are not
many extant, except of the moderu com-
mon-place kind with which our music
books have been for a long time filled, a
slight knowledgze of harmony being appa-
rently regarded as the only requisite for
the composing of a tune. Many tunes
called Scotch are certainly English. and
so largely did the Chureh of RKnex draw
from Geneva and other paris of the conti-
nent, as to make it a safe conclusion that
many of her tunes had a foreign origin.
Scotland used the minor key, and whether
her music was created or borrowed, it par-
took generaliy of a plaintive cast. The
Presbyterian Church was the last of the
churches to receive the lighter music which
sprung up in the merry days of Charles I1.
and has prevailed, more or less. cever since.
Now that there is to bea return to the an-
cient mode, there is no church that will
more heartily weicome the revival, in spite
of the formidable obstacle which lies in the
way of all improvement with us, the vis
“acrtiar, the desperate clinging to whatever
has been in use.

Tunes have a history at which it may not
be without interest to glance. Luther
led the way after the Reformation, and is
represented in this volume by two good
specimens of his style—Luther and Lands-
berg.  Fraae followed in 1343 with the
Ola 100th, a noble legacy for a man to leave
to the Church. In 1562 psalters appeared
at the same time in Geneva and England,
and three years later in Scotland. The
tuncs in these books are mastly strange
to us now, yet there are some which we
are glad to see in this collection. There
are two beautiful tunes— Commandments
and Geaeva—from the Geneva Psalter.
Tallis and Farrant,two of the most esteemed
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of English composers, the former organist
to Heory VIII, and by repute the best of
English harmonists, appear in the English
collection, from which have been taken
Tallis, or Tallis’ Ordiuval and Canon, also a
specimen of Farrant, under his own name.
From this collection, also, we receive a
beautiful short metre, which does not com-
mand sufficient attention from us—the old
143rd, or St. Michael's. From the Scotch
collection there are taken Bon Accord,
Cromarty, and Horeb, well worthy of pre-
servation. A little later, in 1592, Dundee
makes its appearance, not in Scotland, but
over the Border, in a collection by Thomas
Bste. A sccond Scotch I’salter appeared
in 1615, with French, Martyrs, Abbey,
Aberdeen, and York, by the father, it is
understood, of John Milton. In the year
1621, two publications appeared in Eug-
land —Archdeacon Pry’s Book of Psalms,
with St. Mary’s, and Ravenseroft's Psalter,
with St. David’s and Ravenseroft.  Some-
what later, and we have the last of the
early Scotch psalters in 1635, in which we
find Melrose, New London, I3ldon, Caith-
ness, and Danfermline.

1t would take too much time to endea-
vour to trace the authorship or first appear-
auce of all our tunes ; but there is one great
source of our Church music which it would
be ungrateful not to acknowledge—1the or-
@anists of the Church of England.  Woest-
minster Abbey, St. Paul's, the Royal Cha-
pels of London and Windsor, and other
churches. with ample revenues. have sought
and retained the services of the most emi-
nent composers and musicians of their day.
We have already mentioned Tallis and
Farrant, but there are other names of equal,
if not superior, cminence. The Abbey
alone displays quite a regal suceession in
Tallis. Purcell, Croft, and Iandel. To
Purcell we owe Stroudwater and  St.
Thomas: to Dr. Crofy, St. Aan's, St.
Matthew's, Old 104th, or Hanover, and
Croft’s 14Sth.  From the celebrated author
of the Messiah there are in this coliection
Saxeny, Gopsal, Cannons, and Bidborough.
Many other organists and composers of
the Church of Lngland might be named,
but we confine oursclves to a few repre-
sented in this collection, as the celebrated
Orlando Gibbons, Dr. Boyce, Dr. Greene,
Dr. Samuel Arnold, Dr. Wheale, Dr. Hors-
ley. Dr. Howard, Dr. Caleott, Dr. Arne,
Dr. Wainwright, from whom such tunes
have come to us as Angels, Bedford, St
Bride's, Arnold’s, Belgrave, Maunchester,
and Artaxerxes.
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It was through this channel, also, that, | his desk and brought out this tune, of
after the time of Handel, some beautiful | which he spoke rather disparagingly. His
compositions by Haydn, Michael Haydn, | friend differed from him, took away a copy
not his still more celebrated brother, Bee- | of the tune, had it introduced into his

thoven, Mozart, Mendellsohn, Pleyel, and

own church, and it was popular in many

other famous musicians of foreign countries, | congregations before the author was aware.

passed into use. There are many tunes in
this collection by these gifted authors, and |

we are not surprised to learn that the beau- |

tiful air sung to the Evening Hymn of
Keble is the preduction of Mozart. Some
of our most difficult metres are supplied
from this source.

American collections have contributed
a few tunes, principally by Dr. Lowell
Mason, who has employed himself in adapt-

ing to modern use some of the Gregorian :
. Reformers should have some pity upon
' people naturally slow to move and inclined
~ to value their own system bighly.
. make the best of our own music. There

tones, though wec miss his best air, the
tunc which is generaliy sung to the Mis.
sionary Hymn of Heber.

TWhile considerable prominence has been

given to old Scotch tuncs, there has been |
. going further.

very little consideration for modern compo-
sitions. R. A. Smith would adorn any
collection, and is here well represented by
Invocation, St. Lawrence, St. Mirren's,
Morven, and Selma.  Dr. Andrew Thom-
son appears in his well-known St. George's,
Edioburgh. John Turanbull has one—
Torwood. Neil Dougall, the blind pre-
ceator of Greenock, who is really =«
beautiful composer, might have had more
deference paid to him, as there are others
of his tunes of great excellence besides
Kilmarnock, which is the only one of Dou-
gall’s in the collection. It is said of this
tune that a friend from the country hap-
pened to call upon Neil when he was tem-
porarily engaged. Waiting in the house
for him, he asked Neil if he had been doing
nothing lately—could he not give him
something to look over in his absenee.
Neil at first said no, but afterwards went to

We said nothing in our former article
about the chants which are appended to
the music of cach psalm. We are almost
sorry to see them, as we feel certain that
they will act asan obstacle to the reception
of the book. We have nothing to say

“ against the chant, are inclined to admire

it, and admit the force of much that is
said in its favour. ~ Stillit is not the practice
of the Church, and webelicve it would be
as well for the present, to leave it alone.

Let us
is great room for improvement without

We commend this book, not because of’
its chauts, but because of the zeal, spirit.
and liberality which its authors and pro-
moters have displayed in their noble en-
deavour to improve and reform our psalmo-
dy. Though our churches may not sc
their way to giving it their sanction in
consequence of some inherent defects, it

_deserves o weneral circulation among all

persons in our communions who love our
psalmody and secek its improvement. Irom

" the music of the Psalms alone it will pro-

bably find its way inlo many a pew. It
has certainly the honour of leading the way
in a reformation that has been much needed;
and like ** Hymns Ancient and Modern ™ 1
the Church of England, of which it i
plainly the fruit, it is the first attempi
among Presbyterians to do full justice to a
. subject of great importance,

@he Churches mudy therr Flisstons.

Tas ProTrstant Cnorew, Meeray Bay.  Ax-

commanding a magnificent view. Tbe Churcl.

NTAL NEETING OF coNTRIBGTORS.—The annual | is to bo held in trust for Protestant worship,

meeting of the supporters of ihe Protestant
Charch, lately erecied at Ma.tay Bay, was beld
on the evening of the 374 ultimo, in the Church
there.

The Church is o tasteful edifice, and might
well be copied in rural localities. It cost
$1,000. A Bazaur is to be held to raise funds
for completing the interior of the building. The
site for the Church was given by Mrs. Nairn,
and is sitaated on the shore of the Murray Bay,

!

under the control ¢f the Church of England,
and of the Scottish and Canadian churches of
the Presbyterian order, rtespectively, thos
securing in fact the use of the churchk to the
whole Protestant fawily. Worship Las been
condacted during the season according to the
usages of the Apiscopal and Presbyterian
churches. The meeting comprised gentlemen
from Oantario, Quebec, Alabama anad Illinois.
Tho Rev. Mr. Wetherall, of the Ghurch of Ean-
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gland, Quebec, was called to the Cheir, and
Mr. Jobu L. Morris, Montreal, was appointed
Secretary,

Mr. D. Wilkie, of Quebee, submitted & state-
ment of the financial position of the Church,
shewing a debt of $228 for the work being
completed, and it was stated that a Montreal
merchant bad, with the liberality that is hig
wont, offered $30 towards the dcebt, on condition
of the whole amount being raised, whereupon
Messrs. Wilkie, of Quebec, and S. Blake of To-
ronto, were appointed a Committee to raise the
necessary amount, towards which encouraging
subscriptions were given on thespot. The re-
tiring trustees, Messrs. Wilkie and Champion,
of Quebec, were re-clected, as also were the
Building Committee, Messrs. Wilkic and Cham-
pion, of Quebee, and W. B. Lambe, of Mon.
treal.

On motion of Alexander Morris, Esq., M.P,
of Perth, Ont.,seconded by Edw. Blake, Esq.,
M.P., of Toronto, the Trustees were requesied
to take the necessary steps to perfect the title
to the land, which had been so generously given
to the church. The meeting then adjourned.

Murmay Bay, P.Q., 5th, Aug. 1868.

Epixsrren.~OLp GrEYFRIARS'—.1t 2 meet-
ing of the Towr Council, held on the 13th |
July, it was agreed, by & majority, to present ;
the Rev. J. P. Gloag, D.D., tv the pastorate of |
that church and parish, vacant by the death of |
the Rev. Robert Lee, D. D. '

Epispuren—MoryingsipE.—At a meeiing of !
the Presbytery of Edinburgh, held on Thursday, °
Jupe 25, the Rev. John Marshall Laog, late of |
Anderston, Glasgow, was inducted to the pas- |
toral charge of the church at Morningside.

GLASGOW~—ST. GEORGR'S-IN-THE-FIELDS AND
Query's Park Cnurcu.—On Thursdry, July 9,
the Rev. William Stewart, M.A., BD., Ex-
aminer jun Mental Science in the University of -
Glasgow, was ordained as minister of St.
George's-in-the-Fields, Glasgow.

JonxsroNE—Locuuasex.—The Presbytery of |
Lochmaben met in the parish church of John-
swone, on Tuesday, June 23, and inducted the
Rev. Andrew Macgregor, Iate of St. David's,
Kirkintilloch, to the pastoral charge of the
parish.

Loxpox.—Tke Rev. Alexander Seaton, pre-
sently assistant in the East Church, Perth, has
been elected by the coagregation mivister of
St. Apdrew’s Scottish Church, I.ondon.

Sr. Mongo's—Locaxancs.— The Queen has
been pleased to present the Rev. James Prophet
to the church and parish of St. Mungo, in the
Presbytery of Lochmaben, void by the death of
tko Rev. Jobn M. Austin.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND.
(Continued.)

Principal ToLLoca rose again, after the ap-
pisuse had subsided, and submitted bis motion,
as follows:

Tbat the General Assembly appoint & com-
mittes to inquire regarding the nomination of
ministers to vacant parishes, and as to the evils
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which are alleged to arise under the present law
of patronage, and to consider as to what modi-
ficntions can be made thercon ; aund, further, to
communicate with influential parties as to such
modifications ag raay appear likely to command
success and to promote the interests of religion
and the Church, and report to next General As-
sembly.

Mr. Jautesox, Old Machar, Aberdeen, second-
ed the motion, expressing his cordial concur-
rence in the sentiments of Principal Tulloch.

Mr. MiLyE Houge said thatthe Assembly ought
to feel grateful to Principal Tulloch, not only for
his brilliant address, but for his temperate mo-
tion. He could not have agreed tv either of
the two other motions. He confessed to a change
of opinion upon this subject. He felt that there
was a great deal of force in Dr. Pirie’s remarks
with regard to the change in the political con-
stitution in the country, because when the
people found 1hat they had so much more
power in matters of the State, he thought it was
natural that they sbould crave, and right that
they should obtrin, myre power in matters of the
Church,andifit was possible to contrivesome me-
thod by which greater power could be given to
the people in the election of their ministers, be
would cheerfully ag-ee to such a scheme., Dr.
Pirie, howerver, had brought forward no scheme,
while Principal Tulloch proposed that a com-
mittee should be appointed to bring forward
some plan: and he thought that was the best
method of procedure. Dr. Pirie had enlarged
on the evils of patronage, but nothing was
easier than to point out the evils in regard to
fny institution in the country. Ue bad
told them of the evils connected with the set-
tlement of ministers under the present law of
putronage ; but it ought to be remembered that
preciscly the same evils might be seen in con-

© gregations which were not under the Benefices

Act. (Hear, hear.) Inhis ownneighbourhood
there was a case of a congregation without o
gettled pastsr for the last two years, in conse-
quence of a division in the congregation as to
the minister to be elected. He kpew another

 Free Church congregation at Musselburgh

which had been two years without a settled
pastor, in coasequence of noi being able to
come 10 any agreement. There was no end to
the expense, delay, strife, and contention in
that congregation in consequence of the election
being vested in the people. While it would be
casy, therefore, to descant on the evils of pa-
tronage, it would be far more casy to descant
on the cvils of patronage being vested in the
one hundred or two hundred persons. (Hear.
hear.) The overtures on the table declaimec
on the evils of patronage, but pointed out
po remedy for these evils, and any method
which could be adopted of clecting ministers
which would likely be free from these cvils.
Then it was in vain for them to go to Parlia-
ment vnless they were agreed among themsclves
with regard to the remedy. (Applsose.) Dr.
Pirie had said it was not for them to propose a
schema and that they should leave it to Parlis-
ment. Whay, Patlirment would isugh at them
if they said, ¢ We want something ; We cannot
tell what we want” (Laughter.) They must
first agree among themsclves upon & scheme be-
fore they went to Parliament, and be hoped
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that a scheme would be arrived at by the com-
mittee which would be appointed under Princi-
pal Tulloch's motion. Dr. Pirie had referred
10 the scheme of Mr. Baird of Gartsherrie had
provided in the constitution of one of his church-
¢s, which was, that five trustees should be ap-
pointed to elect a2 minister. The only fault he
found with that was that the trustees were to
boe clected every year, and he thought it would
be a great improvement if they were to hold
office for three or five ycars, aud to come before
the Presbytery to make & declaration to the cf-
fect that, in appointing a minister, they would
only be actuated by certain principles named
in the declaration, e would be happy if some
scheme of that kind could be agreed upon, but
heonly threw outthathint for their consideration.
He was certain, however, that, unless they
were agreed upon some scheme among them-
selves, they would not go to Pariiament. (Ap-
plause.)

The ProcrraTtor said that he had listened
with the greatest interest, and with an admira-
tion which he was sure must have been felt
throughout the whole House, to the address
svhich they had so recently heard from Princi-
pal Tulloch. (Applause.) In much that fell
from the Rev. Principal he most cordially con-
curred. In all the general principles which
he lay down he entirely concurred, and if there
was anything in his address of which fie
complained, it was some little vaguenessas
to the precise practical point which the
Rev. Principal bad in view. On looking at bis
motion, however, he thought that, if a very
slight alteration were made upon its terms, he,
and perhaps Dr. Bisset, might concur in it
without any sacrifice of their principles. and in
a way which would serve the purposes of the
gentlemen who had sent up these overtures to
the General Assembly. He was far from think-
ing lightly of the importance of this movement,
he was far from thinking it right that theyshould
dismiss the overtures with contempt: but he
could not give way to the desire of the over-
tures without inquiry. The overtures had all
too much about them of what they calied petitio
principti—they all begged the question that pa-
tronage was a great grievance, and that there
was gomething about it which must be reme-
died. Now, he could not admit that, and he
thought he was justified in refusing to admit it,
for several reasons. one of the most important
of which was this, that he bad looked over the
overtures without discovering what were the
evils which attended the exercise of the law of
patronage as it now cxisted, and what were the
remedies which they proposed. He could not
adwit that patronage was & grievance : but as
a great many geatlemen assserted that it wasa
grievance, he was not unwilling that there
should be ipquiry upon 1he subject. If
Principal Tulloch would modify his motion, or
add s0 masy words to it as would oxtend the
inquiry to the question whether the alleged
grievance existed, be for one would be prepared
to support that motion—(cries of ** No.")—bnt
he could not agree with the motion in its pre-
sent shape, and if it was not altered as be sug-
gested ho would have no other alternative than
0 support the motion of Dr. Bisset. Dr. Pirie
in his remarkable address said thata storm had
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arisen, and that the only method of removing
it wasto effect a change in the mode of electing
ministers. Hebelieved,on the other hand, that the
Church was in no great danger, and that if
efficiency in the discharge of the duties for
which the Church was established was the best
security against danger to the Church, it pos-
sessed as much of that now as at any other
time. If, however, the Church wasin danger
he thought that the daager arose not from
her external ecnemies, but from those whe,
in seeking the alteration of the law of patron-
age, were taking the first step towards the dis-
establishment ofthe Church asitat present exist-
€d. (Hear, hear.) After going over the his-
tory of the law of patronage, with the view of
supporting this position, the Procurator pro-
ceeded to ask what were the evils atteading
the present system which called foritg abolition
and for the introduction of a new system. It
had been said that the discipline of the Chu:c.b
was gone. He denied the statement; but if it
way true, he asked whether the discipline of
the Church existed in the patrons. Ifthe right
of nomination was left with the patrens, they
would lesvetheexercise of discipline exclusively
and ungrudgingly to the Church. (Laughter
and applause.) It was said that there had been
such things as the purchase of presentations.
There might kave been such things, and there
might also be bribery of electors under the sys-
tem of popular election. He did not think that
such a thing would be likely to prevail under
popular election ; and he maintained that the
abuse of any system formed no argument for the
sbolition of that system. If such a thingas the
purchase of presentation now existed, simony
was 1 crime according to the law of the land,
so that no encouragement was given 1o simony.
He further maintained that there would be
danger cf simony even under the system of po-
pular election.  Among the advantages pamed
as likely to follow the abolition of patronage,
was that it would promote union with dissent-
ing bodies. e had no hope of that, and on
that point he cordially agreed with the senti-
ments of the Rev. Principal. The Procurator
concluded by repeating his staternent that he
was satisfied with the present system of patron-
age, and saw no grievance in it, because it was
a system which sccured all the rights which the
people ever possessed.  (Applause.)

Mr. Cusnuxg, Newington, said he thought
that the best exposition of the proposal made by
the learned Procurator in the Leginning and at
the close of his speech, was furnished by the
speech itself: and he would put it to the House
whether they could conceive any spirit more
diametrically opposed to dealing with this
question: than the spirit in which it was dealt
with by Principal Tulloch, and the spirit in
which it was dealt with by the learned Procur-
ator on the other side of the table. Through-
out the speech of the Rev. Principal there was
nothing on which he insisted so powerfully as
this, that the movement for the modification of
patronage was a movement that could not be
gainsaid, and could not be met with & negative;
while the spirit whicn pervaded the speech of
the learned Procurator, on the other hand, was
from heginning to end this, that not by one inch,
by one iairsbeeadth, should they depart from
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the corstitutional principles which, in the
language of the mover of the motion, he regard-
ed a3 vital partsof the constitution of the Church
of Scotland. e would ask the House if they
were to understund the learned gentlman to
propose to them to inquire gravely by & com-
mittee as to whether they could modify a
furdamental and vital part of their constitution.
He wanted toknow whether the proposal which
was made from the other side of the table was
this :— granted that patronage is an essential
part of the constitution of the Church of Scot-
lant, we therefore appoint a committee L0 con-
sider how far it can be modified or abolished.’
He said that was the only conclusion on the
premises laid down; and therefore he mnin-
tained that the proposalto Principal Tulloch to
modify his motion was utterly at variance with
the entire scope of the argument entered into
by Dr. Bisset and the Procurator. His object-
tion tc Principal Tulloch's motion was this,
that he sought to put them exactly into the po-
sition in which they were last year—or rather
into the position in which they were that time
two years. (Hear.) At that time the propo-
sal to appoint & committee was totally and bit-
terly opposed from the otherside of the House ;
and if a committee should zgain be appointed,
composed of members of oppa~-ingopinions upon
the question, the resull woulc. be the presenta-
tion of an unsatisfactory report. Were they to
inquire into & mutter us to which their friends
on the other side had made up their minds?
Were they to iuquire into the evils of patronage?
In what secret part of the country were they
hidden ? If the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotlanit knew npothing of the grievances of
the Churce: of Scotland, where were they to
find them? If they were asked as to the grie-
vance, hie would say, look at the disputed set-
tlements and at their expense. There had been
forty-six disputed settlements, and they bad
cost the Church not less than £30,000 since the
Act was passed. Then there was the uncer-

|
|
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past. They never thought bv this movement
to establish a system of popular election, and
did not propose to separate the territoriel inte-
rest of Scotland from the Church of of Scot-
land. The noble Lord on the other side of the
House had spoken about where they shounld be
if they returned to the system of elect.on by he-
ritors and elders. He, for one, would infinitely
rather, in the interest of the Church and of the
country, and for the preservation of the Churcb,
be again under the old system of 1690 than he
would be under the present system. (Applause.)

" e thought that this ought to be regarded

tainty of the working of the Actof Lord Aber- .

deen There was no fixeq principle on which
the Act had been worked, and it had been found
impossible to get such a principle. The Axt,
he maintained, was one which the Church could
not possibly work with advantage Mr. Comming
went on 10 say that the present movement was
not, as it had been characterized in many quar-
ters, a movement for an attack on the patrons
of Scotland. His own conviction was that the

patrons had been working &s well. as anxious- |

Iy and earnestly as any one in the Church of
Scotland, bnt even when working in the best of
spirit the law of patronage had failed. The move-
ment, t0o, was not to be regarded as an attack
upon the heritors of Scotland. It would be the
very reverse.
years there had grown up in this country a
certein amount of alienation between the beri-
tors on the one hand and the Church of Scotiand
on the other—an alienation which was to be
deeply lamented, but which ke believed to be
an alienation more on the part of the heritors
than on their part.  If anything like the motion
of Dr Pirie was to be carried, he would look to
the great territorial interests in Scotland being
bound up with the Church of Scotland in a way
in which it had not been for many generations

It was quite true that of recent |

as an essential part of the movement, that so
far from dissevering the territorial interest
fram the Church of Scotlond, one of their
dearest wishes was to hold fast by their
interest, and bring about & closer conmpection
withitthan had been the case for generations gone
before. There were some 251 private patronsin
the country, andin many cases they resided far
from the parishes, and did not know about their
requirements. If they gave the patron. of the
coantry <irect interest in the appointment
of ministers along with the kirk-sessicn and con-
gregation, they would, by a new tie, rebind the
teri torinl interess, which had been so much
shaken off to them. (Applause.) Again, that
movement was not to be regarded as a revolu-
tiouary movement. One of the safeguards of
a constitutional country was its ecclesiastical
iastitutions: and ccclesiastical and social insti-
tutions had stood togeiher, and would stand
together. This movement, he believed, would
strengthen those great pational establish-
ments, and there was nut a great social
institution in the country which would not
feel the bLenefit and blessing therefrom. If the
power of patronage were given to ihe heritors
aud clders, they should not only bind the terri-
torial interest to the Church of Scotland, but
strengthen the great institutions of the country.
(Applause.) With regard to that movement,
be believed a way would be opened up by it for
the reconstruction of Presbyterianism, or at
least for greatly strengthening Preshyterianism
in Scotland, and for the preservation of sound
and orthodox doctrine on the basis of the Con-
fession of Faith. He believed be could say
this, that if the Assembly would take a step in
advance in regard to thisquestion of patronage,
they would find that there were parties who
would strive to reunite the bone that kad been
most unhappily broken, and by much misap-
prehension, long ago. ilc begged to tell lus
rev. friend that all the bitterness he referred to
should not, 5o far 25 his heart was concerned—
and he was sure that so far as the hearts of
many others in the House were concerned——
should not be allowed, because it had been
spoken in the past to stand for onc moment in
the way of the object which ther held so dear.
One of their first wishes concerning tbis move-
ment was o give an opportunity of union to
all those whe were near to them in principle,
near to them in sympatby, and near to them in
heart, and whose union, he believed, would be
the brightest day that bad shone in this coun-
try for generations past. (Applause.) Not-
withstandiog the uncslled for allusions made
by a gentleman in regard to the doves flocking
again to the window of the Church, he would
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fain hiope that the time would come swhen, gee-~
ing their way clear on all points of principle,
those doves who had tarried elsewhere, finding
no rest for the sole of their feet, would flock
in multitudes to find that rest in the bosom of
the Ark. (Loud applause.)

Mr. Cocaraxe, Glasgow, ndmitted that there
were evils connected with the exercise of the
1sw of patronage, and strongly supported the
motion of Principal Tulloch.

Dr. P, at this stage, said that before the
debate proceeded further be must distinet-
ly vadersiand whether the motions of Principal
Tulloch and the Procurator were or were not
to be usnited. If the Rev. Principal were pre-
pared to agree to the proposition of the Procu-
rator, be (Dr. Piric) might for himself angd those
who supported him state that they would not
object, though it wounld doubtless strengthen
the oppesite party. He wished to ascertan
exactly bow matters were to stand.

Principal Totrocs remarked that the altera-
tion proposed was 10 this effect-—instead of
saying,” dud to consider as to what mogifica.
tions can be made thercon,” it had been sug-
gested that there should be substituted, ¢ and
to consider whether any modifications thereon
are called for and can be made.” There was a
great desire on his part to conciliate the House
in thismatter. He hadno strong party feelings,
and he had no personal interest in it whatever.
(Hear, hear.) It therefore appeared to him,
after, bowever, considerable hesitation, that he
<could accept the modification ; but he wouid
Jike to make one word of explaaation. He be-
licved bimself that modifications were demansg-
ed, and he tbought his speech bore out that
view,” Were this suggestion put as a question
whether modifications were demanded or not,
that would enable him 2nd those who thought
with bim, as mewmbers of the Committee, to
prove that such modifications were demanded.
{Hear, hear, and applause.y

Mr. Coystixg~—Do you propose to adhere to
the 3ast part of yonr resolution 7

Principal ToLroce—Yes; most certainly.

Dr. Bisser—Having made & motion of an-
other kiad, I trust 1 may be permitted to say,
in a senteace, that though at preseut I do not
see my way to any system morc advantageous
than that we now have, 1 am not so blind as
1o resist all inquiry——(hear, hear)—and on thet
ground I think there i no inconsistency on my
part, with the consent of the House, in with-
drawing the motion I submittedas a second mo-
tion. (Hear, hear, and applause.)

There being loud cries of adjourn at this
stage, the Assembly ndjourned till half-past
seven o'clock.

mav—

EVENING SEDERUNT.

The Assembly re-assembled at 7.30 p.m. The
House was crowded to overflowing, and Lord
Dalbousie was present in the Throne Gallery
during a part of the debate,

The Assembly resumed the debate on

TEE PATRONAGE OVERTUSKS.

Mr. Mackwicsr, of Edinburgh, felt that as a
lay member representing the capital of Scotlaud,
il wasg right that he should say a few words on
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so momentous & topic. He was well acquaint-
ed with the views of the public of Edinburgh—
not only of those belonging to the Church, but
those belonging to the dissenting bodies. He
vegretted that the motion which Dr. Pirie iaid
before the House sltogether ignored the srrange-
gement made in 1860, by which the patronage
to the Established Churches of Edinburgh wag
purchased by the authorities, ard vested in the
inkabitrnts. As representing, then, bis fellow
citizens, the great proportion ¢f whow, be was
sorry to say, were Dissenters, and regarding
wham ke was sorry to say that no passible de-
vices of the Assembly, howerer well-intention~
ed, could draw them back again to the Church
—(2 laugh)—he contended thatno new system
ought to be allownrd to isterfere with the ar-
rangement made botween the city of Edinburgh
and the clergy with reference to patronage.
(Applause.) He was ready, bowever, to sur-
render patropage, if by doing so he could ge-
cure the interests of the Church. He was certain,
however, that any applicatian to Parliawment
for a material change in the law of patropage
would be answered in thizs way—'Wa will
meake any change you please, but we will take
away your endowments.” And such an answer
would be all the more determinedly given from
a Parliament efected by the new constituencies.
The Dissenters of the country, and more espe-
cially those of England, were strongly opposed
to all endowmeunts, Tuc temper of the new
House of Commons would be decidedly against
every kind of establishment; apd he repeated,
the answer they would get was—“ We willal-
ter your law; but we will take away your
power to tax Dissenters.” (Cries of “ No, 0.”)
Members might say *“ No, no,” but that was his
dectded opinion ; and if it were not seo, he would
join in the movement for approaching Parlia-
ment. (Hear, hear) He wasone of those who
believed that & Christian Church could exist
without endowments ; but still he counld not but
feel that a consideration of what was most ex-
pedient, most proper, and most conducive in
all human means to the advancement of reli-
gion and the preaching of the Gospel among
the poor, led to the conclusion that there shounld
be an endowed clergy. (Hear, hear.) Itap-
pearcd to him that rather them rigsk-—as ke
thought they would, by going to Parliament,
risk-—their ecndowments, they shounld let mat-
ters remain as they were, (Hear, hear.) With
regard to the motions before the House, ke
would supporf that for the appointment of a
committee. (Applause.)

Rev. Mr. Braxgs, of Torphichen, detgiled at
some length what be believed to be the evils of
Lord Aberdeen’s Act; and intimated his inten-
tion to support the appointmexnt of a comumit-
tee.

Rev. Mr. Less, of Paisley, speaking as o mi-
nister in one of the largest and most liberal
towns of Scotland, remarked that the majority
of the population was strongly attacbed to the
Estadblished Church. And why? Simply be-
cause in that town & system of patronage had
never prevailed-—the people connected with the
towa churches hed rlways had the choice of
their clergy. (Hear, bear.) In his opinion, the
wmovement of Assembly had {aken part in to-
dar, though characterised by some members ot
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the House as revolutionary, was the mast con-
servalive movement that could possibly be in-
augurated. (Loud applause.) Refercing to
the effect that the abolition of patronage might
have on Dissenters, Mr. Lees suid it was well
known that many exceilent men coatinued in
the dissenting bodies. to fight a strong battle
agaiast thelicentiousness of utter Voluntaryism.
To his mind it wonld be matter for deep and
perfect satisfaction if those ministers could
again stand on the floor of the Church, with
whose Chuistiaa truth and polity they were en-
tirely atone. (Applause.)

Rev. Mr. Stewarr, of Liberton, contended
that the abolition of patronage was ane of the
most suicidal aets which the Churck of Seot-
land could perpetrate. His advice was to let
well alone. Never was patrovage mare wisely
2nd more judiciously exercised, and never were
the wishes of the people more fally consulted
than at present. (Hear, bear.)

M. RoserTson, Greenock, would not have
addressed the Assembly, except far the circum-
Stance that when ;o momentousa subject comes
before the House it was most desirable that opi-
nions should be expressed by members repre-
senting different districts of the country. IHe
meant to suppert the motion of Dr. Pivie. The
difference between the two motions merely re~
solved itself into a question between action and
delay, and he was in fuvour of action. (Ap-
planse.y He laid it down, not as & matter of
opinion, but of fact, that a national Church
could not exist unless it had withig its pale a

mejority of the people of the land. No
doubt, the wagistrate determined upon
the true theologyin the Church swhich

he chose to establish; but be was only the
mouthpicce of the peopte of the country,
He was proud to admit that he believed carn-
estly the Church of Scoland had a majority
within her pale, aud commanded the sympathy
and respect of those without her pale; but it
was a bare majority. It seemed wise poticy on
the part of the Church of Scotland to widen the
basis of ker constitution, and to liberalise her
principles of action, so a3 to draw within her
pale a majority of the people, so that she might
become in reality, as well as in name, the na.
tional Church. (Applause.y InEngland, Dis.
seaters were separated from the Established
Church by a clear line of demarcation. In
Scotland it was not so; for in the mos!tpart
they had the same creed, worship, and govera-
ment. They were only separated from the
Church of Scatland on the question of patran-
age and patrovage alone. (Hear, bear.) There
were a vast number of persons of piety, intelli-
gence, and energy, who would adbere to the
Church of Scotlang were they not hindered by
theic conscientious scruples with regatd to pa-
tronage and the settiement of ministers.
plause.) He thought that the members of the
Church were fairly entitied 0 bave & substan-
tial voice in the clection of those who were to
minister to them tn holy things. The ouly ob-
jection be had ever heard vrged was to avoid

(Ap- |
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the Asscmbly determined what they wished.
They had been told by the robls Lord that the
House of Lords would be unwilling to extend
the privileges given to the people under the
Benefices Act. In the Presbytery of Greenock
he bad bad very large experieace of the Aber-
deen Act. The first was in Port Glasgow ; there
were three Kilmalcoln cases—(laugbier)--
and last summer thers was the Cumbrae
case. They were (pld that it was not safe
to entrust the selection of a pastor in the hands
of the people. In oid days there was reason
to put patronage in the hauds of the patron or
of the erown: but now, when wost of the peo-
ple bave to vote for members of Parliament,
knowing little of political ecozomy or of any-
thing else, they were notso utterly ignorant as
to preclude their votes in the election af 8 mi-~
pister being withheld. It was his carnest wigh
that the Churchof Scotland should without any
violation of principle put herzelf into such
a position that those who, from conscientious
scruples, left her pale might retura again,
(Applause.) It would add to the strength, the
dignity, and the interests of the Church, (Ap-
plause.) In any humble part he might be call.
ed upon to take in this go-called agitation, be
would be meved by the profoundest regard for
the Chureh of Scotland, and the profoundest
conviction that it would be an i}l day for thig
gouniry were the Church disestablished and
thrown on the valuntaty contributiors of the
people, without State protection sad cndow-
ment’ and therefoce be wasin favour of the
Natienal Church liberalising her iustitutions
and widening her basis se as to become the
Charch of the people. (Applause.)

Air. R. H. Stevessoy supported Dr. Bisset’s
motion, 1le contended that De. Pirie’'s motion
amounted virtually toaproposition for the aboli-
tion of the Act of Queen Aune, and he was not
prepared to commil himself to that, especially
when be heard from a distinguished member of
the House, a member of the House of Peers,
that the repeal of that Act, absolutely ard sim-
pliciter, was an impogsibility. The minister of
Greengek had told them that his reasoa for

! supporting Dr. Pirie’s motion in preference to

Principal Tulloch's was that the fiest was one
of action, the latter one of delay. Patronage
bad esisted in the Church for upwards of 230
vears, whereas it bad been out of the Church
for about thirty years. Now the glory
of Scotland had been her Church an@ ber
schools. Wounld the mcembers, then aay
that the glory with which Scotland had been
covercd arose because of those thirty years in
which there was no patronage, or did any part
of it belong to those 230 years when patronage
was an cssential part of the counstitution?
(Laughter aud applause.} Refore they agreed
to this motion for the removal of this essential
part of the constitution from the Cburch, be
thought it was prudent they should have some
delay. It was rasb and reckless to proceed to
bave this thing removed without the serious
and delibsrate consideration of the Assembly.

agitation, or they would iroperil the interests of | What was the great complaint yesterday with

the Church. Ho would be pleased te know, ac-
cording to the sigas of the times, how by any
policy agitation could be avoided. They were
told it was hazardous to go 1o Parliament till

regard to the Gladstonian resolutions? That
ibey came upou thewm like an earthguake, sud-
denly—like g flach of lightaing ; that it was ut-
terly unreasonable, that no man demanded it,



286

except the spirit of the man bimself. (Laugh-
ter.) Were they then to agree to-day to the
resolution? Were they to bind themselves to
the removal of the Act of Queen Anne?
We:s they to bind themselves to remove an
Act from the statute book whick had be-

nefitted the Church of Scotland so mucn?:
Then Mr. Robertson gaid that the Church counld !

+

not exist without having a majority of the peo-

ple as its supporters. Yesterday they learned
that thc Established Church had existed ino
Scotland for the benefit of a minority for 300
years. (Laughter.) But what was the nest
sentiment Mr. Robertson uttered ?—that at this
moment it had a majority, I, however, in the

course of five years they we:e not to bavea '

majority of the inhabitams, 11 he was consistent
and conscientious, and determined to carry out

his principle, be would be bound to overture |

the General Assembly that because a majority

of the people of Scotland did not belong to the
Church of Scotland, therefore it ought tobe
disestablished. (Laughter and applause.) He
took leave totell his friend that he oughtto
be more prudent in his utierances. (Renewed

laoghter.) Tben Mr. Robertson told the House

that it was necessary to brcuden the basis of

the Church in order to gather within its bounds
ag many of the people of Scotland ss possible.
In saying this he took for granted that his way
of doing this was the right way. The overture
from Abe-deen proposed that the election of the
minister should be left in the hands of the male
communpicants.
course, but he had his doubts about it.
friend from Greenock said that the only differ-
ence between the Dissenters and the members
of Established Church was this same question
of patronage. But that wasa mistake. The differ-

That mwight be a prudent .
His

ence between the Free Church and the Establish-
ed Church was on the question of spiritual *
“andin that he found an argument for popular

independence ; and although the election of ihie
minister was in the hands of the male commuri-

cants, the principle of spiritual independence .

was as likely to be interfered with by the Civil
Courts after the abolition of patronage as dur-
ing itgexistence. Then patronage had nothing
to do with the difference that existed between

the voluntary Churches and the Establish- |

ed Church—the difference was that in the one
the ministers were supported by an assessment
imposed by the State, in the other by the vo-
luntary coatributions of the members ; and al-
though they abolished patronage that night,
they would not open the doors for the Volun-
taries. Mr. Robertson admitted that patronage
wag necessary when the people of Scotland
were in a state of ignorance ; but now we had
come to a time when there was an intelligent
body of the people, who.were so thoroughly
educated that it was safe to put the election
of the ministers into the hands of tbe bulk of
the people. He asked any clerical brother who

. range of selection.
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that they could test the soundaess or unsound-
ness of any minister who preached to them—be
asked whetber these people were in a condition
to judge if a presentee was really, after all,
thoroughly qualified to winister unto them.
(llisses and applause.) He had had to deat
with a great many persons in this way both in
a country and in a city parish, and, without
condescending on anything more particular than
what he had now stated, he had to declare it to
be his most sincere and honest conviction that
to place the election of ministers in the hands
of the male communicants without restriction
or limitation was amovement to which be would
not be a party. (Renewed disapprobation.)
They might say that he was arguing as if he
desired no change, but that was not the case.
He proposed to make inquiry as to the evils that
were alleged to arise out of patronage ; and.
although he might have his prejudice, if the
committee proved that, directly or indirectly,
it was the source of any evil, be would surren-
der his prejudice and cnter most heartily 1into
any means that might be proposed to remedy
these evils, Dr. Pirie spoke of unrestricted pa-
tronage, but he waintained that after the pass-
ing of Lord Aberdeen’s Act patronage should
no longer be so described. Dr. Pirie had said
that no man coming forward as a candidate for
a seat in Parliament ever boasted that he was
a member of the Established Church. He said
a Liberal member had now recently dore so,
and every conservative member of Parliament
avowed in his manifestoe whether he was o
member of the Church of Scotland or not, tha

he was determined to support the Established
Church. Dr. Pirie further said that the minis-
ters in large cities were clected by the people,
and that, generally speaking, they were menof
ability devoted to their work, who really had
the approbation of the bulk of the community .

election. In reply, he (Mr. Stevenson) bad to
say, first of all, the people who lived in burghs,
who congregated in masses, were in the habitot
holding frequent meetings, of forming them-
selves into societies, of interchanging opinions
and expressing themselves freely; and there-
fore they were men of acuter minds than these
who lived in tbe country. But although these
men coald be trusted with the election of their
ministers, it did not follow that the same thing
should be done in the rural parishes, and in the
Highlands and Islands. But the grand otjec-
tion to this argument was that the town con-
gregations, generally speaking, had larger en-
dowments, and consequently they had a greater
Mr. Stevenson concluded

" by saying that he preferred Principal Tullochs

was in the habit of doing bis duty honestly |
and sincerely, whether the members of the |
' alayman and wixing with laymen of all classes,

Church, when they came to ask admission
to the communion table or to ask baptism for
their children—wbetber, when they put ques-
tions to them for the purpose of ascertaining
theamount of scriptural knowledge these par-
ties had attained, they in their conscience
believed that these persons were so instructed

motion, as he was in favour of inquiry rather
than of proceeding rashly in this matter.

Mr. J. A. CawrpeLt, jr., of Stracachro, said
that, in the course of the discussion in the after-
noow, it had heen stated that the movement was
a clerical agitaticn, but he begged to state, as

that be had found in his experience a very ge-
neral feeling amongst laymen that it was bigh-
Iy desirable there should be some modification
of the law of patronage, in the way of giving
tho people of the congregations of their Church
a more influential voice in the settiement of
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their ministers. They had been asked by the
learned Procurator what the grievance of the
present system was, but he thought the Church
had answered the question. The Church had
confessed the law to be a grievance, inasmuch
as the Church had taken measures to modify
patronage atready. (Hear, hear, Buthe went
beyond that : he thought there was a general
feeling in the Church that the moddication
which they had of patronage was not sufficient.
The Scotch Beneiices Act had been found to be
defective in respect of the great delay and ex-
pense there was ia the examinations of the ob-
jections to a presentee, which was notonly very
offensive and very disagreable, but was invaria-
bly injurious to the presentee. There was also
great uncertainty, and this he thought a serious
objection to the Act. As to the desirableness
of having some modification of the Act, he
thought they had only to place themselves in
the position of m>mbers ofa congregation where
there was a vacancy, and he was suce that they
would all sympathise with congregations in de-
siring some modification of the law. The de-
fects of the present Benefices Act in relieving
the people of their difficulties he thought were
found proved by the fact, which might perhaps
10 some members of the House seem a paradox,
of there being so few disputed setilemeuts.
They did not find miny disputed settlements,
becanse the people had begun to feel that a dis-
puted case was rather disagreeable, expensive,
and unpleasant, and that the delay was too
snuch for them; end hence, rather than face
such an ordeal, they l-ft the Church and said
nothing about it. (Hear, hear) What was
the course to be pursued? le did not think
that Dr. Pirie had ever proposed any such thing
as unrestricted popular election, which had been
alleged as an objection to his motion. Bat
that motion said nothing about unrestricied po-
pular election ; it did not even propose neces-
sarily the abolition of patronage—it referred to
Parliament as being necessary to pe consulted
before any such change could be iatroduced.
If the motion of Principal Tulloch had pro-
posed to remit this matter to *he consideration
of a committee who were of opinion that & mo-
dification of patronage was necessary, he could
have accepted it—(Hear, hear)— but the mo-
tion remitted the question to 2 committee of the
whole House, many of whom were satisfied that
uo modification was necessary—(Hear, hear)—
and the motion would put them in exactly the
same position as they were in two years ago;
whereas Dr. Pirie’s motion, while speaking
about the repeal of a certain Act, also referred
to the substitution of a cartain other thing.
(Hear, hear.)He did not approve of uarestricted
popula. election, which he counsidered to be the
worst of all schemes, nor did he believe that
any member of the [louse wished to see unres-
tricted popular clection; but he thought that
if some regulated system of election were esta-
blished —some understood system, they would
not have the confusion which they sometimes
found in unrestricted popular elections. He
supported Dr. Piric's mation because he thought
that while it left the matter somewhat undecid-
ed, it pointed in the direction in which they
ought to go. There were no doubt, many dif-
ficulties in the way of fixing on the best plaa to

remedy ihe evil of patronage, but he conceived
no more dangerous thing to the Church than to
give the people of the Church to urderstand
that the General Assembly was hopeless of find-
ing a remedy. (Hear, hear, and applause, gad
crigs of (‘! Vote, vote.”)

The Moberator—Tbis is a matter bf such im-
portarce that it would be oxtremely unwise in
the asssembly to come to 2 hurried decision be-
tore all the members who think they can throw
any light on the subject bave had an opportu-
nity ‘of speaking. (llear, heaar,) and renewed
cries of (* Vote.")

Mr. Stracuax, Barvas, said he rose to sup-
port the motion made by Dr. Pirie, because
he had a settled conviction that it was the best
of the two before the House. He demurred to
the statement made by the mipister of St.
George's in regard to the ignorance of commu-
nicants. It was no doubt true that many ap-
plicants came forward who had not the requi-
site knowledge of those high mysteries spoken
of, but surely the minister of St. George's, who
he believed, was faithful to his duty, would sce
to it that before these parties were admitted to
the privileges which they requested their ignor-
ance was removed. (Grea: laughter.) He,however,
flatly contradicted him that the people in raral
parishes were not so intelligent as in towns,
and statec that though his own parish was one
of the most remote in the country, family wor-
ship was conducted in almost every household
regularly, andt he people had the shorter chat-
echism committed to memory. (Laughter and
applause.) He did not koow that the same
could be averred of a city or even burgh parish.
(Renewed laughter and anplause.) le looked
upon the law of patronage a3 a question ra-
ther of expediency than of principle. It had
been said that in niue cases out of ten patron-
age was exercised in due subordination to the
wishes of the people, and it was argued if that
be the case why meddle withit. His answer
to that was—*¢ If this be true, why should the
Church for one day lie under a stigmsa which
in reality does not attach itself to it?” For
that very reason they should at once remove
what was an offence and 3 stumbling-block to
many. e concladed by observing that Dr.
Pirie’s motion was exactly of the kind to suc-
ceed at this time of day. (Applause.)

Mr. Trouson, Spott, opposed Dr. Pirie’s mo-
tiongwhich, he held, would lead to popular
clection; and in support of the position he
took up, said that, thirty-one years ago, when
the veto law was in full force, he was a candi-
date for Spott, but the person who secmed most
likely for a time to get it was a teacher of a side
school in the parish. A mostactive canvas was
made for him, and particularly by the parish
miller, who, he was told, expected, if the teacher
got the Church, to receive payment of a heavy
bill for meal due him by the teacher. (Laugh-
ter.) That teacher was afterwards & minister,
and was brought before the Assembly for im-
proper conduct. (Cries of * Oh, ob,” and hiss-
cs.) Well, he was only stating & fact regard-
ing popular clection. (Laughter and hisses.)
He maintained that Lord Aberdeen’s Act whea
once botter known, would be better liked ; and
held that there was no complaint regacding it
from the people, who were attending the Church
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better than they did since the Eruption. (Great
laughter.) He beld *bat the present law was
a most reasopable cystem of patronage, and de-
precated the conduoct of those ministers who,
now thet they were comfortsbly settled and
the door closed, turn round and said that pe-
tronage wasanevil. (Laughbter.) Bat theyshould
beware, whea the door was closed and them in-
side,oftakingoff thehinges. (Renewed laughter.}

Professor MiLLicaw, Aberdren, ~aid they had
heard a great deal in these las. days of the
wonderful and rapid changes of opinion which
had been taking place, and of the singular facili-
ty with whch distinguished persons ia al
classes, even in the Church, were said to be
educated. (Laughter.) He imagioed that no
process of education kad ever been more rapid
in itself or so well calculated to excite surprise
in the minds of many of the members of the
House, but at the same time gratification and
delight to others, than the process of which his
learned friend, the Procurator, had that day
recorded them so striking an example. (Laugh-
ter and applause.) After tle vigorous and
striking expression which the learned Procura-
tor gave to the views which be held two years
ago, ke did not cxpect that within the short
space of four and twenty months chey should
have seen in kim (the Procurator) and those
scticg with him sorapid a progress. (Renewed
laoghter.) Hefelt, asarecompenseand a return
for the progress, they migkt well rest on their
oars a little and join in an unanimous expres-
sion of the Housc that there was at least reason
for inquiring into the law® of patronage.
(Laughter. The motion adopted by the learn-
ed Procurator was a motion which expressed
dissatisfaction at the state of thiegs as they
now cxisted, and accordingly cvery member of
the House who voled for the motion voled that
he was dissalisfied with thiags as they were.
{Cries of “ No, no,” uproar and * Votc = The
proper way 1o understand the words of the mo-
tion was to suppase that vears hence it was
calmlylooked at, and icheld that the fairdedac-
tion which a historian would make wonld e
that dissalisfaction with the state of matiers at
the time exisied. (Applause.) To those pen-
tlemen who pleaded that they were satisfied
with the present siate of thinge, he would sax
that, to be logical or consistent. they ought to

<¢ & motion of their own.  (Hear, hesar.) He
thought Dr. Piric’s 1aotion had bren hgediy
treated by some of ihe speakers.  There svas no
obligation in the motion 1o repexl the Act of
Queen Anne—it being obTious that the repeal-
ing of the Act was only subservient to oblain-
ing ket which was the real object of the mo-
ti03, toprocure for the prople and for the Church
what they considered o be a fair measare of
Christisn liberty., (Applause He did not
go along with those who =aid that the modifica-
iion of the law of ;malronage might opea the
door Tor the retura o their borders of some
whose absence thes deeply regretted. No one
regretied their absence more than he did—and
he was not prepared to homologate the expres-
sions in regard to VoluontarTixa made by iwo
gealiemen on the opposite sideof the table, and
comiag from the wesl—no man woald be more
anxioas for Chrisliaa anion than he was bot
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partin this anti-patronage movement for the
sa'te of opening a door for the return of those
men. He was not prepared to say that he de-
sired to see their return. (Hear, hear.) There
might come a time—God grant that it would
not be very fur distant—~when he should be the
fist to welcome a comprebensive Presbyterian
XNational Church : but there was one condition
to his mind absoluteiy necessary to be realised
before uc could Jook on that result with satis.
faction, and that was that therc should be «
growth of inteliigent lay opinion—a growth o
strong. zcalous, manly, enlightened lay spiri:
in the Church to correct what he believed tobe
the dangerons tendency in a strong clerical
Church—-to override lay power. He would re-
gret in the present circurastances the formation
of = very large Presbyierian body in the lagd,
aud he vas not influenced in supporting & wo-
tion for the modification of patronage by aoy
desire to open the door to those who might re-
tarn to the Church. He supporied the motion
because he spoke in the interest of country pa.
rishes—as for town-churches they bad popular
clectionalready. 1t would not do for the mi-
nister of St. George's to think more of the in-
teiligence of the people of the city than of the
country parishes, for if the rev. gentlewan had
not been 2 popular miaister in the country, he
never would have been soch in the town.
(Loud laughter and applauee.)

Lord Povrwartg said that the subject under
discussion was one of the decpest importance
both {0 patrons and congzregations, ard hesin-
cerely hoped that when they came to a decision
it would be with consciences very much alive
to the importance of the question, and minds
sincerely made up on the subject. 1 sucha
subject, Shich bad been in agitaiion for some
years past, were now thrown aside. greatin-
juoy would accrue to the Church of Scotland.
and thencfore e wishied to support the motion
made by Dr. Pine.  He did so, however, not en-
tirely agrecing ©  the form of the motion pro-
posed. It strack bim that there was something
wanling. In the §rst instance. they had the
principal object ¢f the motion that the Act of
Queea Anne should be repealed. ie by no
means thought that hut was an cssential peint
although it was highly probable that it wounld
be s0, as he conid not see how anything affeci-
ing the right of patroas could be touched at adl
without some material alteration of the Act of
Queen Anne.  But it might please the wisdam
of Parliament to devise come other way ; there
might be some modification of patronage which
wmight be accepled, not only by Patlizment. bt
by the House alsq, without a toial repeal of ke
Actof 1711, He did notobjeet to the proposal
whick had been made, aad be thought, Witk
much show of reason, that the initiative should
lic with the people, aad with some modification
of the veio of the patron. (Hear, hear.) His
lordship then went on o say that he wished

7. Piric woald iaclode the words * or ather-
wise™ in hiz molian, afier the wonds. ¥ 10 ct-
deavour 10 have the Act of Queen Anne Teprai-
cd.

Dz, Pimin—Certainly.

Lord Porwantit then went on 10 s$a¥ that ke
could see o great differeace between Do Picie s

-e bsd not the very slightest wish to takex ' motion a2d the first motion made by Principel
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Tolloch, which  would bave supported had
it not beename  J;but his sincere conviction
wag that some siep ia progress should be made,
and Dr.Pirie’s motion indicated progress. Then,
he had carefally considered that in modifying
the law of patronage they might be able tohold
out the right hand of fellowsbip to other deno-
minations. There was nothing he desired more
sincerely than the spread of Christian union in
Christian Scotland. {Applause.) He conclud-
ed by supporting Dr. Pirie's mation, which he
hoped would be altered to the slight extent in-
dicated by him.

Dr. Pirie then, with the consent of the House,
added the words * or otherwise” to his motion
at the point indicated.

Mr. Geoncg Coox, Borgue, sapported Princi-
pal Tulloch’s motion snd maiatained that the
evils which Dr. Piric hac spoken of as resulting
from the cxercise of patronage were wholly
imaginary.

Mr. T. G. Moreay, W.S |, hoped the insinua-
tion thrown out against him would not be be-
lieved—viz: that because he held a political ap-
pointment he was tied up to 2 ceriain course.
He disclaimed the intention, and begged to say
that po consideration of his holding office under
Government would prevent his expressing his
honest opinions on an¥ question coming before
the Assemdbiy. (Applause.)

Dr. Czawrorp could support Principal
Tulloch's motioa as it originally stood, butnot
as it bad been altered. He had come slowly
but deliberatelr to the opinicn that the motion
of Dr. Piric was the only one with the Church
of Scotiand could accept. (Applause.) Nothing
would contribute more 1o the welfare of ihe
Church ; and the course indicated by Dr. Pirie

was likely to be most conducive to the inter- |

c:t of the Church. (Applause.) Those who
looked at the signs of the times mast be satis-
fizd that the safety of the Church lay in giving
more power to the people in the choice of their
ministers. He was satisfeqd that nothing woul
cantribute more to strengthen the foundations
of the Church of Scotland than that the people
<hould. by the adoption of some much measure
as was indieated in the mozion of Dr. Picie. be
allowed to take 2 greater and a warmer interest
ia her than they had hitherto done.  (Applause.)
Nor woald he omit to state that the safe course
1ndicated by Dr. Piric seemed to him to be the
onemost likeir tn conciliate the fricadship. and
it might be eoc long to secarte the renewed fel-
lowship of those brethren who had seceded fram
them—(applatse)—so far a3 he cosld cee, if
the law of patronage were Temoved ont of the
way, there was ne other obstacle that could
siand ia the wayv of theirretum 1o them. (Hear.
%ear. )And that was a consummation so devont.
iv 20 be wished. that he for ane, would be ready
to make any sacrifice whaterer, shart of = sa-
<tifice of pnaciple to biag it abozt. (Ap-
nlause.)

Mz Dawie Swsn, W, &, preferred the motion
<of Principal Tallock to that of Nr. Pirie, e
was not prepared to admit that the ovils were

$0 great a8 some £aid . bat be admitted that !

thene was a danger looming in the distance, and
tkat it was their daiy to do what ther conld to
Prop up the Bstablishmeat—to mest that danger
Whetker ther said that thepe were ovils asiding
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from Lord Aberdeen's Act,or that there were
dangers coming upon the Church which they
thought it right to meet, they were nearly all
agreed on this that something ought ¢o be done
to meet these evils. Being agreed upon that
point, the next question was, what was the
practical course for them to pursue 7 If they
committed the Church to the definite course
pointed out by Dr. Pirie, and failed in obtain-
ing the repeal of the Act of Queen Anne—~and
he did not think they had mach chance of car-
rying it—they would be proclaiming something
to be necessary which they were utterly anable
to carry out. (Applause.) He also objected
to Dr. Pirie’s motion because it implied that the
election was to be by the male communicants of
the congregations, and he was uot prepared to
go to that extent, acd did not think that the
Presbyteries, and the the parties interested in
the Church, were prepared to go that length.
He opposed Dr. Pirie’s motion, therefore, be-
cause he thought his plan was impracticable,
and because he thought it was dangerous, in
the position in which they were now placed,
to ask for something upon which they were not
unanimously agreed. (Applause.) He thought
they might, by acting as Dr. Pirie wished, be
very apt to rear up the vers dangerwhich they
saw 'cominy up against them. Principal Tul-
loch's motion provided for an inquiry, and for
an endeavour to secure suclk s modification of
the Jaw as would meet the existing evils. Nag,
it weat further, and proposed to authorise the
committee to meet influential parties for the
purpose of sceing what modification they conld
get. That was the most valuable part of the
motion, because it was not merely the Church
that they had to consult upon this questiorn,
but also the patrons, the heritors, the Govern-
ment, and Parliament.  (Applauvse.) He
thought it wasinfinitely betterthat they shounld
appoint & committee with power to eadcavoasr,
by means of those parties, to arrange some
scheme which they had a chance of carrying
rather than come to a resolution at once to
adopt the scheme which was placed before them
by Dr. Pirie, and for which he thought they bad
almost no chance of success. (I.oud applause.)

Dr. Pinie then addressed the House ia reply.
He began by congratulating the House upon
the character of the speeches. He did not think

i that an unkind, an unjusl, or an ungencrous

word had been utlered, and he trusted that
the debate wouid be aa cxample to all Assem-
blics. and that it would prove most beacScial
1o the Chareh in the eres of the people at large.
whaterer might be the resaliat <hich they would
armve.  If they appointed 2 commitiee to carsy
oat this swolian their first step wonld be o com-
municaie with the patrons. They mast com-
muaicate with them in the most Christian
spirit, regarding them not as their enemies but
as theis frieads—and he believed the majority

" of them to be their frirnds—and ke was quite

i

sure they wonld regard the sabject from the
same poiat of view az the noble lord whao had
so vecentiy addressed the Honse. They would
look to the measure ssa Conservative measune
—as & measure br which the Chuteh and the
Janded propriciors wonld be more closely
banded together; and they would be adle to
assist the landed proprictors—iher wosld ac-



290

quire a power among their people far greater
than that which they had exercised in days
gone by. The people would be prepared 1o
follow them, because they would do so0 in a
spirit of love and affection, knowing thatina
sense in which they would understand the
words, the Church was really a part of
themselves. Dr. Pirie proceeded to urgue that
Dr. Bisset, the Procurator, and Principal Tul-
loch, had all three made speeches in direct op-
position to the motions which they had made,
Dr. Bisset and the Procurator argaed that no
change whatever was admissable : and now they
had made o motion—of course he did not blame
them ; they were entitled to change their opin-
ions—they had made a motion ‘o inquire whe-
ther change was admissible or not. What he
had said with regard to Dr. Bisset's speech really
applied also to the Moderator’s.  (Laughier.)

The Mopruatou—The Procurator | baveno
opiuion. (Renewed laughter.)

Dr. Pinig—The Procurator I am delighted
to hear that the Moderator bas no opinion.
(Laughter.) My remark applies to the Procu-
rator, because from beginning to end be, as
well as Dr. Bisset, said that change was totally
inadmissible, and now they are both willing to
appoint a commitice, which, by-the-bye, we ap-
pointed two years ago, and they opposed—Iloud
laughter)—and now they are Kind cnough to
be willing to appoint a committee to see trhe-
ther any change is admissible or no. (Ap-
plause.) They have declared by their speech
that change was totally inadmissible, and yet
1n 1heir motion they ask that a committee be
appointed to inquire whether change is admis-
sible. (Loud laughter and applause.) JAs to
Principal Tulloch, I admit his speech was a
most cloguent speech, and we were delighted to
hear him; but it was cloquent from a catise
which is not an uncommon cause of eloquence,
it was eloquent from it3 extreme mysteriousness
(Much laughter.) Whr ! he spoke to us in an
awful mood! (Laughter) He told us thar
there were some secrel springs to be tcuched
upon. I for one beg to say that I know no-
thing of these springs, and 1 am quite certain
that I should bave known of them if there had
been any. (Hear, hear.) The only springs
that T know of arc the very open springs [ men-
tioned in opening tkis debate.  They ace sim-
piy to the cffect that T believe thic change will
meet the views of 2 vast namber of those who
dissent from us; and that [ believe those pes-
sons are preprred 1o meet our own overtores
with Kindne:s. and that in many cases they are
prepared to respond to them. (l.oud applause.)
That is the only spring, and there is no sceret
spriag about the matier whatever, nor is there
ANF necessity for any specics ef mystery. The
Principal has argued in his sprech that a change
i3 absolutely necessary, and nowr his motion is
ingaire whether it is necessaty orno.  (Ap-
plagse.) Am I dot right, then, in saying that
I am not called upon to reply to a3y of these
peatemen, for their speeches have thoreughls
xnocked down their motions? (Applanse)
The speeches may be right, butin that casc
the motions ate wrong. (langhier) The
motions may be wrong, bat  in thal case
whkat do Fou say to thr speechrs? (Re-
newed langhter andapplaase ) With regard to
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the statement that the agitation is a clerica?
agitation, I nced only re fer 1o what Mr. Camp-
bell has said, and said so well—one of the most
influential men we know in the west of Sco:-
land—(loud applause)—a man zealous on be-
half of the Church—swhom e all admire and
love—(renewed applause)—who is an elder in
the Church, and who bas given us bis test.
mosny : could anything be better? [ expected
that reference would have been made in the de-
bate to the movement in Aberdenshire. A move-
ment has also taken place in Dumfries and in
other places. [ tell you that in the Presbytery
of Aberdeen we had o petition strongly in fi-
vour of the ubolition of patronage, signed by
fity-four clders in the town, men of the high-
est character and of the greatest intelligence,
and T had reason to understand that the peti-
tion was confined to the eclders in the iowny,
and also that if they had sought for more sig-
natures they might have filled a folio volume.
As matter of faci, Lask every man here whether
he supports me or is oppesed to me, to say,
upon his own conscience, whether, in speaking
o the mass of the peuple, they do pot find— ot
icast [ have found—1that the people, almost to a
man, are in favour of modification of the luw
of patronage.  (Loud applanuse.) With reter-
ence to the argument of the TownCouncillor, |
do net think it is necessary to touch upon this .
but I daresay there are Town Councils wi.o
have given over, in many instances, their pa-
tronage to the peopie ; and 1 have already sai
that it works wonderfully, considering that it
is the very worst system uf popular election th 18
is adopted. I would ask, howeser, why it :s
that the Town Councils have given over the
patronage 10 the pcople ? Is it because the peo-
ple dislike ity or are indifferent to it or 1511 be-
cause they know in Town Councils that uniess
they gave their patronage to the people, proba-
bly they would be members of the Town Ceun-
cil nomore? (Laughter and applause.
Coancillor MackxiGir—No. (Laughier.)
Dr. Pirir—The cxception proves the rule,
and few such mea are to be found.  (Renewe i
laughter and applause,) 1 say that if rou do
not 1ake carc we shall hear more of the peopie.
T admit there is great indifference, but it dees
apply simply to a matter of Church patronage.
I believe the really zealous, faithful, and rel:-
gous part of vour people are to & man in favous
of some moditication of patronage. (Loud aj.-
planse.) Suppose Principal Tulloch's motion ¢
0 be adopted as matter of practical busines:,
what are we o do? You will hate a comins-
tee to make this inquiry, and that committe:
will be composed of thase members who toon
part in the debate.  You will have Dr. Rissc
and the Procurator conjoined, rvon will have
Principal Tulloch aad bis seconder~—and T ¢.¢-
prct yeu w'll find that it will be & combination
that has been formed in haste, byt will dissoive
in {eisure. (Laughter and applause.) Yeou
will also have myself and Major Bailie—~andle:
me ask the Mmembers, as a matter of commor
sense, how do they think that such a  comma:-
tre will feport? hiow do you think they wi!
wotk? Do Ton sappase Wney will give & very
¢clear, distinet, and definite report o the nex:
Geaend Assembly * Doyou not see thag, if we
repot at all, we must give in three reporis ; for
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<we are three parties cemmitted to three different
opinions, formed with care and deliberation;
1nd I ask—Will you not be doing a thing abso-
lutely ridiculous, and unworthy of the General
Assembly, if, wiih your eyes open, you appoint-
a committed who cannot, by any possibility,
give you in a report ? (A veice * Why not.”)
T ask the Assembly to put the question. ¢ Why

1

1ot ?’ to themselves. We bave notlightly come .
10 our convictions, and do you think it is like-

1y that we will agree in a report 2 And if you
do not thiuk so, are you not actually agrecing
10 a motion which carries absurdity on the face
of it if you appoint such a committec? You
will just be going back to what was done two
year: ago, and next year we will have 2 report
of anunconnected kind, and another debate,

. tended.

- -t e

and the whole matter rcjected or carried, and |

then sent forward another vear, and the peopie
will regard you as a sort of mocking them, and,
12 point of fact, there is no time to belest.
(Hear, bearand loud apniause.) If you lose
time you are casting awav an opportupity
which [ fear it is possible may never return.
(Bear, hear.) Now with regard to the possibi-

|

1ity of baving an orderly measure carried which |

witl work with order, I took up a jatronage
report the other day at a {riend’s house, and I
looked at the evidence of a certain George Ma-
thicson before the Patronage Committee, with
respect to the Presbyterian Churches in Ireland
where the clectivn is popular and he declares
that for a series of vears—twenty years, 1 think
—the settlements of the Presbyterian Church
in Ircland bad been pesfectly harmonious. (Ap-
plaase.) You have there the evidence of a prac-
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Mr. Swmith Lad told them 1hat there were many
cvils that had been meationed with which he
could not agree; while Mr. Cook told them
that no evils bad been mentioned ; and which
of them might be right he could not pretend to
say, Mr. Smith must bave used the cxpression
io a burry, for although he said it, he conld
not bave meant that he was against the people
having a veice in the clection of their ministers.
Nobody, he repeated, bad said that there was
no danger. Iis learned friend the Procurator
said the dangers were not so great as they pre-
He did not deny that there were dan-
gers, but he said he did not think they were so
great.  Nobody had said that the upholding of
patronage znd democratic power would be the
means of maiotaining the Church. (4pplasse.)
No man had said that openly—there had been
nibbling at it, but nothing more. (Laughter
and applause,) These were two points that had
never been met. He never intended to compare
the mode of electing a member of Parliament
with the mode of electing a minister. What he
said was that with the general feeling of the
country against them. it was impossible to look
10 Parliament for maintainiog their church. And
he maintained still thatif they held up patronage

. ia its unrestricted form—that was the form in

[

. in the blaze of the bush burning.

tical man who saw the working out of a prac- -

tical thing ; and for my own part 1 have no hesi-

1ationin saving that I believed it to be perfectly

possivle to have order under a proper system of
1 opular election. (Applavse.) Then they were
iold (cortinued Dr. Piric) that if they went to
to Parliament they would not succeed. He did

net © now that they would need to go to Par-
tam  ot; butif they went to parliament asking '

for pupular clection in a popular Charch, from,

a Parliament which was to be clected tndes a ;
tiouschold franchise, and were to be disfranchis-

ed br such a Parliament, what did it signifc
whetler ther were to be disfranchissed now or

a vear and a-haif hence ? (liear, hear.) Ifther |

really did fail, all that they could do in that
case would be to tex and straggle against the
contesi—to strugge agaiast the tide.  Did
thex suppose that a Pariiament that wouid do

<his. was likely {0 retain them long as an Es- |

tablished Church. Was that the argument they
were to listento®  Did they not perceive that

a Parliament in sach circamstaaces woald dis- ,
establish them whether they applicd ot noina |

very boief period 7 He believed that the mode
=f preventiag, Parliament disestablishing them
was by getling all \heir people all the people of

Scoiland—to take a deep intevest an their af- |

fairs, by making them feel that theic affairs
were the affairs of the Church. and then
they would not have 20 depend upon the
Patliament alone, but ther wonld be sus-
tained—-he believed, triomphantly carried
forward—on the shoulders of their people.
«Lozd applause.) There had hardly brea a de-
£al that the Church was in danges.

Whr. .

which it was only restricted by the Scotch Be-

. pefices Act, which he showed was really no re-

striction at all—if they held by patronage, he
betieved their House might hold out for a year
or two, but it would be with baoners sinking
(Loud
cheers.)
The Assembls then divided, with the follow-
ing result :—
For Principal Tulloch's motion.... 154
For Dr. Prrie’s...cooenn .. 150
Majority for Priacipal Tulloch,.. 4
The announcement of the numbers was re-
ceived with loud applause.
Principal Tritocr intimated that he would
nominate the committee this forenoon. .
The Assembly adjourned at half-past twelve
o'clock,

Tuesday, Max 26,
THE DUTIES AND EMOLUNENTS OF THE AGENT

Mr. Pavio Syaren, WS, gave in a report on
the lutics and cmoluments of the Agent ss fol-
tows -

* The Commiliee hare carefully considered
the points remiticd to them. In 1855, 1 re-
port upon the daties and cmoluments of the
agent was presented to the Assembdly and ap-
proved of. and as that report embraced a fall
deiail of all these du.ies, the committce would
in"their preseat remarks refer tot.  There are
three branches into which the agents datios
may be dicided—

* 1. Those which velate to his datics as ons
of the Clerks of the Assembls, aiding and as-
sicting the other.  There is the report of 1555,

" a fall and minaic azalysis of those various da-

tics, and il may be safficient to refer to that re-
port for them 1t is only necessars o notice
thal patt 6f tu. duties thea enumersted as be-
loaging to the agent were in 18359 transferred
to the firat clesk, and have siace been attended
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to by him. These consisted in—viz., extending | the management of such matters, and whose

the record, and making a copy for Edinburgh
and St. Andrew’s. The commitiee do not think
there is any occasion for disturbing the arrange-
ment mace in 1859.

¢ 2. The second branch relates to his duties

|

in connection with the Church as law-agent .

both in so far as litigation and conveyancing
are concerned. These also are fully detaiied in
tie report of 1853. At that time, in conse-
guence of the position in which the Endow-
ment Committee was placed, part of the
businesy which it was then proposed should be
handed over to the Agent of the Church was
continned with another party, But this was

changed seme years ago, and all the legal busi-
ness of that committee—and which is consider- :

able—is now arranged by the ageni of the
Church. Your committee do not propose to

make any alteration on this branch of their du- -

ties.
are any other committees of the Uhurch who
are_still employing other agents in matters in
which the Cluurch is interested, such a prac-
tice shounld be discontinued, apd there ought
only to be one agent for all Church business,
whether, such arise directly in conaection with
the Churth in its corporate capacity or indirect-
17 through any ¢f the committees.

On the contrary, they think that, if there -

[

¢ 3. The third branch relates to the duties !
connected with legislation, and questions aris-

ing with Government, &c.
tant class. It includes—

1. The examination and cousideration of all
legisiative measores which may be brought, or
proposed to be brought into Parliament, in

This is an impor- |
tional allowance was given to the Jate Agent

which the interest of the Church may be affect- |

ed, and this whether promoted by parties
friendly to the Church, and with the consent
and concurrence of the Church, or measures
which may dircctly or indirectly injuriously af-
{ect its interests.

2. The attendance on committees to whom

such measures may be referred, ot may origi- :

nate, advising them as to the steps they shonld
take, and acting as secretary to such commit-
tees.

i

. Assembiy will amount to £174, 9s.

3. Attendance, when required, in London on

a}} such questions.

4. Aiding and assisting all commitiees on
business connected with any negociations with
Government, or others in which the Church
may be interested.

Hitherto the committec find that the agent has
not been baen called upon to attend to this
branch of his daties.
that this has arisen pardy from the unwilling-
ness of committees 1o employ the ngent on such
matters, under the impression that it might

position would give weight and influence to his
advice. The committee therefore conceive that
these duties should still be attached to the of-
fice, and that the committees of the Church who
may be appointed to watch over any such le-
gislative measures should be entitled to call
upon the agent to act as tbeir official adviser
and secretary. Of course, when required to go
te London, he must be remunerated in the or-
dipary way,asaleo whenecting asalegal adviser
inany special piece of busiaess ; butwhen merely
acting as secretary or clerk to the commititee,
the cmoluments otherwise received by bim
should be sufficient to cover all such trouble,
with the exception of Clerk's writing and out-
lay. The agent acts also as secretsry to the
Finance Committee, and joint-clerk of the
Royal Bounty Committce. Such are generally
the duties of the office ; and the committee in
considering the whole in detail, do notl think
any alteration is required to be made on them

It was considered in 1855 whether it might not
be advisable that the agent should act as a8 pre-
curator-fiscal for the Church in all cases of dis-
cipline ; and although this is a very important
question, and might be attended with consider-
able advantage, the committee are not prepared
at present to submit any regulation as toit.

‘ The emoluments of the agent are "—

1. Agents salary, £111, 9s. 2. And addi-
in consequence of his being, in 1859, deprived
of certain fees, which were formerly enjoyed
by bim. £56, 13s. 4d. 3. Half fees for revis-
ing Ucmmissions of Assembly, £18. 4. El-
ders' tickets (not members), average, £3. 5.
Fees for transmitting petitions of Bills, say £2.
6. Rolls of Members of Assembly, £16. 7. From
the Rogal Bounty Committee, £10. Total,
£231, 25 4d.—£56, 135. 44.=£17%4, 9.

As the new agent will not be cntitled to the
above sum of £56, 133 4d.—the daties for which
it was allowed not being discharged by him—
the whoie emoluments of the agent ag clerk of
From this
the agent bas to pay his clerk his attendance
duriag the Assembly, and which, it is undes-
stood, amounts to £25; and bhe has also to pay
two messeogers who act at the agents office,
£6. 6s.—~—in all, £31, 6s.

4. The agent is of course paid his profession-

- al charges for all legal business connected with

The committee helieve

occasion expense, and partly, perhaps, because .

tbey have hitherio been able to get other friends
of the church to aid them voiuntanly; but
while the commitiee would not disparage the

eflorts of those who have thas uadertaken such .

daties, still they think that, looking to the im-
portance of such guestions, and especially cua-
ccnsidering that other and more serious ques-
iions may anse in which the rights and interests
of the Church mmay be deeply involred,itis proper
that the legal representative of the Church

should be the pariz responsible 10 the Charch for |

the Church, or any of its schemaes. In refer-
cnce to this, it must be noticed, that the Fi-
pance Commitlee some years ago, oa a remit
from the General Assembly, resolved that a
deduction of 16 per cent, should be made from
the profits of the business of cach account, ia
conscquence of all the business of the Church
being handed over to him. This arrangement
bas not lLcen found to work in a satis{actory
maaner, and cridently might be open to abuse:
the commitice therefore think it would be a
better arrangement, and ont which is adopted
in several companies who have considerabie
legal business—that,

1. The agent should make no charge for any
meetings with the conveners or secretaries of
any of the schemes in relation 1o any bosiness
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connected with the schemes, or with the Church | copies were made out in the agent's office by one
generally ; ner should he make any charge for of his clerks. Now, in consequence of the
any correspondence with them. change, and the first clerk not having any of-
2. In the caee of investments, whether such | fice and place of residence in Edinburgh, the
investments are madeby him or by the Commit- | whole of this multiplied writing connected with
tee, and also in all financial transactions be- | his departmen: has tc be doane by his own
tween him, and any'of the Committee, no charge | hand, athis house ; and last year this involved
should be made under tbe head of commission. | the labour of copying 330 folio pages. The
3. His fees otherwise to be regulated by the | committee, while considering that the respon-
usual professional rates. sibility for this work should still be placed
4. That, in the event of any dispute between | upon the clerk, are of opinion thata sum of
tbe sgent and any of the committeein reference | £16 should be allowed to enable him to employr
10 his charges, that such disputes shall be refer- | a clerk to make the copy, he being responsible
red to the Finance Committee of the Chureb, : for such clerk, and sceing that the copy is pes-
who shall bave power to decide all such ques- | .cUy accurate.”
tions. On the motion of Mr. Davip Swirh, seconded
¢ Before closing this report, there are two ' bY the Rev. GrorGe Coox, the report was adopt-
points which bave arisen, and to which their ‘“g: and, after some conversation as to the mode
attention has been called, viz. :— © of election, it was agreed to proceed with the

clection of an Agent on Friday.

That, in making out the report of 1839, the THE USITED PARISHES (SCOTLAND) BILI
word “ extract” was included under the head or . . ’ N D) Bk
agent fecs. The agent is entitled one-half the . The MooEraToR read & letter which he had
fees on comnmissions; b t on extracts, and in , reccived from the Hon. Waldegrave Leslie, inti-
point of fact, the late agent was seosible it U)‘;'Nm!! 1hat 1[10 United Parishes (Scotland)
never was intended that he should receive such  Bill, which was entrusted to his care to bring
fees. It i3 thereforc recommended that the into the House of Commons, bad now safely
word “ extract” should be deleted from that Passed th-uugh all its stagesin both that House

part of the report of 1849, and the Hfouse of Lords, where Lord Colonsay
5. In 1859 the duty of preparing the MSs, | Dad taken charge ofit, and it now only awaited

of the Acts and abridgement for the press—  th¢ Royal assent to become part of the law of

copying the record for preservation wut Edin- ' the land. )

burgh and St. Aodrew’s, was transferred from Sheriff BarcLay suggested that s rote of

the agent to the clerks. thanks shouid be recorded to the Hon, Walde-

grave Leslie and Lord Colonsay : but it was

“t This appears quite right as the clerk is the | agreed to defer this till the report of the Com-

party responsible 1o the Church for the accu- | mittee on the bill referred to in the letter to the
racy of the records, &c. But formerly these ' Moderator was brought before the Assembly.

—— e — - . . e ———— e

Sabbatly Beadings.

SUNDAY READING. ing shall attain unto wise counsels.” The
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of | persons to be imstructed are the young
kpowledye.— Proverbs i. 7. and unwary, and cven the wise, who may,

by the things that are written in this book,
UR text closes what | become more wise.

may be regarded as the In verse 4, weare told that it is the object
introduction to the book | of the book, * To give subtlety to the sim-
of Proverbs. Let us sec | ple, to the young man knowledge and dis-
what is said in the intro- | cretien.” By the simple ishere meant the
duction. In it, we have, | open, those who are open to cvery kind of
first of all, the gencral object | impression from without; the unwary and
of the beok stated. It has casily misled. The young, inexperienced.
been written, we are Inform- | unwary, and who are casily persezaded, will
ed in verse 2, “ That we may know wis- ¢ receive sebtlety by the study of this book.
dom and instruction, and that we may ' Subtlety docs not mean exactly cunning
pereeive the words of understanding.” We |, here, but sagacity, that is, shrewdncess which
are next informed of the particular things  Jeads to the apprehension of approaching
taught and the persons to be instructed, + dangers and temptations, and suggests the
(vs. 3—6). The things taught may be | means of escaping from them. Thatis the
suramed apas sobriety, considoratencess, jus- | kind of subtlety or sagacity that is here
tice, cquity, uprightness and sagacity, and | promised from the carefal study of the Book
also skill in devising plans of action, for it ! of Proverbs. To the yousg and the inex-
is said in verse 3, ©* A\ man of understand- ' pericnced this book is, therefore, most

| —————— e . > o ¢ e e e g .
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valuable. To the wise, also, it is valuable,
for, if they will hear its teachings, they will
increase learning; and a man of under-
standing, by its instructions, shall attain
unto wise counsels. He shall acquireskill in
ithe management of himself and his affairs.
Qur test closes this introduction, as we
have already scen, with a most important
statement with regard to the wisdom that
may be obtained from the reading and care-
ful study of “ Proverbs,” cither by the
young and simple, or the wise. It is,
“ The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of knowledge.” After showing what is
taught. and the persons who may be in-
structed by what is written, Solomon closes
with the statement of the text, in order
to warn at the outset that it will be vain
to espect to profit by the book without a
due reverence for God. The fear of God
is the very commencement of wisdom. As
a suitable introduction, therefore, to our
<ontemplated study of some of the things
taught in the Book of Proverbs, let us this
cevening consider the statement of our text.
We are taught that we must necessarily
begin the acquisition of wisdom with the
fear of God. That is wisdom’s true and
legitimate beginning. That which is called
wisdom, but which has not the fear of God
for its foundation, is not wisdom. Is it
necessary, then, that we go about continu-
ally enshrouded io gloom, with an unceas-
ing fecling of uneasiness, and an apprehen-

sion of impending evil, in order to be wise? |
Are we, wherever we may be, at home or ;

abroad, in the city, or in rural solitude,
aloue or among our fellow-mep, to have the
fear of terror haunting us? Are we, in all
our movements, to feel that there is an
unseen eye resting upon us, and an arm

strong to smite, ready to be lifted up against

us? Arec we to sce in that unscen Being,
where fear is the beginuning of true wisdom,
when we realise his presence with us, no-
thing but these stern attributes that can
awaken only the feclings of terror and inse-
curity ? That is not the kind of fear in
which that wisdom begins that gives saga-
city to the young, the unwary and inex-
perienced, and adds to the wisdom of the
wise.
our God as high over all. e dwells in
light that is inaccessible to maortal eye.
Angels veil their faces and saints prostrate

themselves with reverence before Him. ¢

Creation trembles at His word, and Yis
power is omnipotence. “* Herales over the
raging sca, and when the waves thereof
arise by His power, He stills them.” He

We must ever regard the throne of ;
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is God alone. Immoveable justice, we must
never forget, controls His unconquerable
arm, but merey and truth are cver before
Him. Look at the greatness of His power,
contemplate the unchangeableness of His
truth and justice, but let your eyes rest also
upon that mercy that is before IIim. You
are not called upon to look up to God as
. enthroned only in the greatness of His
i power, and sce His throne dwelling only in
Justice and judgmeunt. To you, conscious
of guilt, such a view of the Most High can
awaken only fear, and cause you to tremble.
Let your view of Iim take in all that
glorious assemblage of perfections that has
been revealed to you in His character, and
 let it be your delight to contemplate the
- view in its fulness. Dwell not exclusively
| upon one perfection or two, but upon the
 whole. Study them in their relation to
! cach other, and your own relation to Him
" in whom they centre. Whilst looking at
His justice and His power to uphold it, let
your cye take in His goodness and His
merey. Look at the relation in which you
stand to these perfections of your God. Hare
vou been fearfully and wonderfully made ?
When all is well do you enjoy life ?  Are
you so constituted that you can enjoy good-
ness, and has your cup of goodness been
filled to overflowing? To whom do vou
owe all that you have or are enjoying? to
Him in whom every perfection is centered.
You might have been made the subjeet of
pain and suffering. The power you see in
1}im, whose fear is the beginning of wisdom,
and that created you, could have so consti-
tuted you. The goodness that shines so
i conspicuously in Iis character designed
: that you should be so made that it might
| cormmunicate itself unto you. Do you see
a wisdom that cannot crr in Him whom you
! should fear ; do you sec the imposing evi-
i dence of that wisdom in His works? That
| wisdom guided His omuipotent arm so that
. his purposes of good to you have been effect-
{ ed. That wisdom is cven now overruling
! and controling all that is being done in this
i world. Itisoverruling, alike, cvents affect-
{ ing individuals and eveuts that arc shaking
i the thrones and principalitics and powers.
Itis so overruling them, that an unbroken
t reign shall ultimately be established of the
¢ mooduess of our God for all who are acquir-
ing that wisdom which has for its beginning
His fear.  He delights in goodness, and that
invincible power that belongs to Him shall
i yet subduc all the powers of evil, and csta-

blish a kingdom, concerning the glory and
! the goodness of which, His saints, and all
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who fear Him upon earth, shall have cause
to speak throughout eternity.

This view of the operations of God's
-power and wisdom, leads us to look more

exclusively at His mercy which shines with |

so dazzling a lustre in His character. e
sits not upon the circle of the universe
merely as the administrator of its physical
laws; but He exercises un authority and
control over those within it that He has
constituted fit subjects of a moral govern-
ment. That government extends over every
created intelligence, from the cherubim and
burning seraphim that serve and worship

beside His throne to us who dwell upon the !

carth, His footstool. That government is
based upon the principles of unchangeable
justice.  The laws it preseribes and enjoins
have an inflexible regard to the distinction
between right and wrong. Ilave you
obeyed these laws?  IHave your thoughts,
—for His moral government reaches to the

heart,—have your words, have your actions |

had a due regard to the same distinction ?
Can you say that you Lave never inwardly
felt, mever uttered, never done what is

wrong ?  Are you not conscious that sin,

which is a deviation from the course which |
God’s will preseribes, has infused disorder |

into your moral and spiritual being? The
moral government of your God must be
apheld. ¢ Till heaven and earth pass, one
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from

the law till all be fulfilled.~—Mate. v. 18. |

All moral and spiritual imperfection must
be wanting in those who meet with God
and enjoy his favour and fellowship. How,
then, do you ask can you be reconciled

to Him, and how can you have fol-:

lowship with Him? Only through His
merey. But Iis justice is inflexible. 1is
laws have been broken, and His govern-
ment must be upheld.  What, then, can
mercy do?  Look to bis Son and the re-
demption that is in Him. What do you
see there?  Come to Calvary ; look at the
cross erccted there ; contemplate the suffer-
ings of him who hangs upon it.
sufferer is the Son of God.  What means
that short sentence he utters before he
succumbs to death’s power ?  He came to
satisfy the justice of your God, before
which, in the conviction of guilt, you caunot
help but tremble. He came to open the
gates of heaven for you that a free outlet
for its merey might be made as well as an
entrance into it be received for you. Ie,
the Son of God, died that you might live
and take rank with Him as sons of God.

I¢ was a great work e undertook. No |

That :
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 created power could have accomylished it ;
but you hear him saying before he dies—
“ It is finished.” That work and its ac-
complishment you owe to the love of God.

He whom it is your wisdom to fear,
loves you. Does not that assurance and
the evidence we have of it cast out fear ?
It does. It casts out the fear of terror,
and attracts us to Him as our reconciled
Father; but it strengthens the fear of
reverence.

The fear of reverence and not the fear
of terror is the true beginning of wisdom.
This fear is the offspring of love.  You see
God in the view we have just been tuking
of Him. loving vou. His love to you no
created intelligence can fathom. e eave
ilis Son to redeem you, and you can form
some idea of the greatness of the redemption
woik in which you have the most myste-
rious evidence of God's love to you. If Ile
has given his Son, will e not, as Paul
says, * {recly ¢ive you all things?”  Love
. elicits love.  Contemplate much God's love
! to you in order that your love to Him may
i c.case its intensity.  If you love Him,
| you will reverence IIim. You will rever-
1

ence Him, not merely because of 1is love
to yoir, but also because of the glorious
perfections of 1lis character.  Looking up
with that reverence which Iis greatness,
i asthe King eternal, iimmnortal, and invisible,
' s caleulated to draw out, and loving Him
because o1 the greatness of His love to you,
i you will seck to live in a manner agrecable
to His will.

This is the beginning of that wisdom
which Solomon says in our text can be
obtained by reading and carefully studying
the Book of Proverhs. It is the very be-
; ginning  necessary for profiting by any
i portion of God's word. It is the man,
: be he old or young, that comes to the study
| of his Bible with a_leart filled with love
{ and revercuce to God, and desiring to know
i His will, that he may live agreeably to it,
' that profits by the study, and increases in
: true wisdom. Such a man walks with God,
| and the fellowship is fitting him for a place
in that land in which God and truth shall
be unveiled.

Solomon says in verse -1, that it is the
desizn of his Book to give subtlety to the
simple. The meaning of that, as we have
alrcady seen, is that its design is to gave
that shrewdness that apprehends danger
and temptation as they approach to the in-
; expericnced, the unwary, and easily per-
suaded, and that suggests to them the
means of escape. Do not the young re-
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quire much wisdom ? They are beginning | laws have not been observed. A great
Life in 2 world in which evil, at present, | change has taken place, in consequence, in
predominates. Evil is ever active, seeking | your condition. A deviation from the law

to drag cvery one into itsown power. 'The | of God is a departure from Himself, A
devil, the prince of evil, goes about like a | departure from God is a wandering from
roaring lion, secking whom he may devour. | the very fountain of your life and happi-
None are so apt to fall before him as the | ness. He seeks your restoration to Him-
young who have acquired little experience ; self. He desiresthat you be brought back
of the wiles of the enemy of their souls, | to an observance of His laws. He has
and who, from their incxperience, are open | therefore given you a written 1. velation of
to any impression and are easily persnaded. | them. Come to the reading and the study

Temptation never appears in a repulsive, | of God’s word with a spirit as much as
but in an inviting form , the young, there- | possible in harmony with God Himself—

fore, are most apt to fall before it. How | with a spirit, loving Him and reverencing .
often do we find that fall fatal! How | Him. Do this, and although you shall sec
many that have in a moment of weskness | Him rigorously insisting upon obedience to
listened to the sirer’s voice, and listening | His laws and punishing the transgressors,

have fallen, would gladly be free from j you will have cause to admire Hislove even
the power thatkeepsthem down, but strug- | ia that, for in doing so He aims only at your
gling in their strength feel that they can- | happiness. When His kingdom shall be
not. Had they, filled with love and rever- | made up of perfected creatures, whose

ence to God, made His word their guide entire being shall be in perfect harmeny

they would not have fallen. Its teaching | with God and His will, pure unmixed hap-
would have made known to them the will = piness shall be epjoyed by all. Surely then
of their Father in ITea en, and laid bare | it is the beginning of wisdom so to love

and exposed the temptation before which | and reverer.ce God, as that His law shall be

they fell in its deformity. lts deformity | our guide through life.

would have repelled them, and their rever- | In conclusion, let me urge upon all now

ential fear of God would have preserved ; hearing me, and the young especially, to

them in the path which the teaching of | make sure of being possessed of this wis-

His word would have indicated. Isit not | dom. You can only obtain it by a careful

a matter of experience, that a false step in | study of God's word. It will be given

the beginning of life, a deviation from the | only to those who come to the study of
path which the will of God prescribes, , that word with due reverence for Him, and

blights the prospects for life ? a desire to be kept by its teaching, in the

Let us look for a Little at the object God | path which His will prescribes. To those

has in view in secking you to acquire that | who do this true wisdom will be given.

wisdom which has for its beginning His | By it they will be warned of danger and

fear. He has placed the means for the | temptation, and shown the way of escape

acquisition of that wisdom within your ! from them. They will have trust within

reach , and Hehas promised toaid you im- themsclves, .Which, with the divine assist-

self in it. He has made ample provision ; ance that will be given, will keep them in
for you that you may prosecute the good , the way of God. His way is that which
work. What has been his object in doing | leads to happiness, for we consuit the good
this? 1lis object is therestoration of your , of His dependent creatures in all that He
souls to a state of harmony with Himself | has doue for them, or requires them to do
and His laws. He is the cternal Spirit in , for themselves. Waiking with God by this
whom all perfection dwells. Your spirits are ; wisdom during the journey of this life you
the natural offspring of that Spirit. Your | will experience enjoyment to which the

highest and purest happiness, therefore, , fools that despise it are strangers, and at

can be experienced orly in a state of har- | the ciuse of the journey you will have such

wony with God. That state is reached in | an assurance of God's love as will enable

proportion as your souls are being perfected, , you to pass from time inio eternity, trinn-

that is, frecd from cvil, and the love of God | phantly singing, * The hour of my de-

predominating in them. God prescribed | parture is at hand. I have fought a good

laws for the maintenance of order and har- | fight, I have finished my course, I have
mony in the physical universe. Those laws | kept the faith.  Henceforth there is laid up

are vbeyed, and it remains as He ordained | for me 2 crown of righteousness, which the
it. He prescribed laws for you as sub-, Lord, the rightcous judge, shall give me at
jects of His moral government. These [ that day.”—2 Tim iv. 6, 7, 8




