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The Tercentenary of Blessed Peter Canisius

HREE hundred years ago there died at Fri-
burg, Switzerland, au eminent man and
great saiut, the Blessed Peter Canisius, on
whom the IHoly See has bestowed the glori-
ous title of Apostle of Germany.

Scarcely had he breathed his last when
with one voice bishops, priests and laymen,
who had been witnesses'of bis work, loudly proclaimed that
if their fatherland were then not totally perverted by heresy
it was owing to_his tireless zeal.

During his long career, Canisius, the missionary, the
preacher, the contraversialist, the writer, the counsellor of
@ Lings, of bishops-and of [popes, the founder of colleges and
of universities, and above all the priest eminently holy, had

struggled perseveringly against the rising flood of Lu-
A theranism and had forced it back.
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82 THE MESSENGER OF THE SACRED HEART

What wes the state of Christendom when Canisius
‘entered upon his apostolic career ? We quote from Lord
Macaulay : *‘ In the northern parts of Europe the victory of
Protestantism was rapid and decisive. . . Within fifty
years from the day on which Luther publicly renounced com-
munion with the Papacy, and burned the bull of Leo before
the gates of Wittenberg, Protestantism attained its highest
ascendency, an ascendency it soon lost, and which it has
never regrained. Hundreds, who could well remember
Brother Martin, a devout Catholic, lived to see the revo-
lution, of which he was the chief author, victorious in half
the states in Europé. In England, Scotland, Denmark,
Sweden, Livonia, Prussia, Saxony, Hesse, Wurtemburg,
the Palatinate, in several cantons of Switzerland, in the
Northern Netherlands, the Reformation had completely
triumphed ; and in all the other countries on thisside of the
Alps and the Pyrenees, it seemed on the point of tri-
umphing.” *

Aud further on the same author completes his sketch :
 In Poland, the king was still a‘Catholic ; but the Protes-
tants had the upper hand in the Diet, filled the chief offices
in the administration, and, in the large towns, took posses-
sion of the parish churches. * It appeared,’ says the Papal
nuncio, ¢ that in Poland, Protestantism would completely
supersede Catholicism.” In Bavaria, the state of thingswas
nearly the same. The Protestants had a majority in the
assembly of the states and demanded from the duke conces-
sions in favour of their religion, as the price of their
subsidies. In ‘Transylvania, the House of Austria was
unable to prevent the Diet from confiscating, by one sweep-
ing decree, the estates of the Church. In Austria Proper it
was generally said that only one thirtieth part of the popu-
lation could be counted on as good Catholics. In Belgium
the adherents of the new opinions were reckoned by hun-
dreds of thousands.”’

* Macaulay’s Essay on Ranke’s History of tho Popes.




GENERAL INTENTION FOR MARCH 83

Such was the gloomy outlook when Canisius entered upon
the scene. There is no page in the history of the Church
more thrilling with interest than that on which is recorded
the deeds of the indefatigable apostle of Germany. He met
heresy at every point, and at every point vanquished it. Aund
when he was called to his eternal reward he left the Church
in possession of whole kingdoms where previously she had
scarcely a foothold. It is to this change that the great Pro-
testant historian, already quoted, refers in the following
passages :

‘“ The history of the two succeeding generations is the
history of the struggle between Protestantism possessed of
the North of Europe, and Catholicism possessed of the
South, for the doutbful territory which lay between. All
weapons of carnal and of spiritual warfare were employed . . .
At first the chances seemed to be decidedly in favour of Pro-
testantism ; but the victory remained with the Church of
Rome. On every point she was successful. If we overleap
aunother half century, we find her victorious and dominant
in France, Belgium, Bavaria, Bohemia, Austria, Poland and
Hungary. Nor has Protestantism, in the course of iwo
hundred years been able to reconquer any portion of what
was then lost.

‘It is, moreover, not to be dissembled that this triumph of
the Papacy is to be chiefly attributed, not to the force of
arms, but to a great reflux in public opinion. During the
first half century after the commencement of the Reforma-
tion, the current of feeling in the couatries on this side of
he Alps and of the Pyrenees ran impetuously towards the
new doctrines. Then the tide turned, and rushed as fiercely
in the opposite direction. Neither during the one period,
nor during the other, did much depend upon battles or
sieges. The Protestant movement was hardly checked for
an instant by the defeat at Muhlberg. The Catholic reaction
went on at full speed in spite of the destruction of the
Armada. It is difficult to say whether the violence of the

v e



84 THE MESSENGER OF THE SACRED HEART

first blow or of the recoil was the greater. Fifty years after
the Lutheran separation, Catholicism could kardly maintain
itself on the shores of the Mediterranean. A hundred years
after the separation, Protestantism could scarcely maintain
itself on the shores of the Baltic.”’

The life of a man who contributed in so large a measure
to bring about changes so momentous cannot fail to be of
interest to the Associates of the Apostleship. We regret
that we can give but a faint outline of the remarkable events
in the career of this champion of the Faith.

Canisius was born at Nimeguen, capital of the duchy of
Guelders, on May 8, 1521. His father, James Canisius, was
so favourably known as an upright and learned man that
the duchess Philippina of Guelders, consort of Rene IIL.,
summoned him to Loraine to preside over the education of
the young princes, her children. Owing to his natural tact
and shrewdness he was attached to several embassies of
importance. Gillette Houvingane, Peter Canisius’ mother,
was a woman of tender piety, scrupulous in the fulfilment of
all her duties, the most itmportant of which she rightly con-
sidered to be the educaticn of her son. This, during the
few years that God spared her to him, was for her a labour
of love. After the loss of this pious mother, God, in His
goodness, provided for the further formation in virtue of the
young saint in the person of the sister of james Canisius’
second wife. This lady, who formed part of the household,
led a secluded and as wall ordered a life as if passed within
the pale of the most rigid cloister. Her sole concern was
to please God, and she deemed that nothing could be more
agreable to Him than to cultivate the good dispositions
which she admired in the child, and to make them more fit
for the furtherance of the designs of God’s providence yet
hidden in the future.

Whether in all this she acted through foresight or inspira-
tion her discernment was not at fault, for Canisius advanced
im prrfection as he grew in years. He was gentle, truthful
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and ever respectful to his betters. He was, moreover, eager
to undertake all tasks allotted to him, ard earnest in ac-
quitting himself of his duties. He was well gifted intellec-
tually ; with a penetrating mind and a retentive memory,
with quickness of perception and an ardent thirst for know-
ledge, he astonished his teachers by the rapid progress he
made at so early an age.

But what charmed all who knew the child far more than
all else was what seemed to be in him a natural tendency to
piety. Fromn his tenderest years, prayer had a singular
attraction for him, and in yielding to it he sought out the
most secluded spots where he could commune with God with
greater recollectedness ; he shortened the hours of his sleep
to lengthen those given to his Maker ; and that creature
comforts might be no hinderance to this holy exercise he
devised means to make his innocent body suffer.

At the age of thirteen he was sent to the university of
Cologne. Besides the ordinary dengérs which threatened
youth in a university town there was something more to be
dreaded at this period. Heresy was rampaat at Cologne as
elsewhere in Germany ; but God had in store for thischosen
soul a preservative in the person of a holy priest, Nicholas
Eskius, to whose care his parents had confided him, and who
was to stand watch and ward over his soul. Had Canisius
been less ready to lay bare all the innermost recesses of his
soul to his spiritual guide he might, in the company of the
dissolute youths around him, have strayed far from the
path of virtue. This he humbly confesses in the writings
he has left us. The saints are wont to exagerate their
misdeeds, but, whatever may have been the faults iuto
which he fell, lie repented of themn siucerely and atoned for
them by a heroic act, when, at the age of nineteen, he made
a vow to God of perpetual virginity.

If Canisius had proved himself a clever scholar when at
home, in the halls of the university the brilliancy of his
talents cast into the shade many stars, fairly resplendent,
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but of lesser magnitude. All eyes in that ceutre of le rning
were turned r1pon him. For a man of his immature years
his penetration and the ease with which he mastered the
most abstruse questions seemed to partake of the marvellous.
But what is more praiseworthy, he was as little in his own
eyes as he was great in the estimation of others. Knowledge
which puffs up had no evil effect upon him. He advanced
with as steady and as rapid a puce in the humble science of
the Cross as he did in the sublime knowledge ‘of theology or
things divine. T'o be ignorant of everything, but to know
pertectly Jesus Christ, was he wont to say, after the example
of his former master Eskius, is to know all ; all without
that is deceit and vanity.

It is, therefore, not surprising that one so well grounded in
humility, and whose heart remained cold at the prospect of
every worldly advauntage lying within easy reach, should
think of devoting himself wholly ¢to God in .eligious life.
Long had he prayed that God might make kuown to him
His holy will and direct him in the choice of a state of life.
Vears ago, when but a child, a pious widow, a relative of
~is, and whose reputation for sarctity was great through-
out the neighbourhood of Nimeguen, had, in the presence
of his pareats, made known to him his future. ‘‘ You see
that child,” she said, ‘* he will belong to that society of -
priests of Jesus and will work hard to repair the harm that
heresy will strive to inflict ou the Church of Jesus Christ.
Take courage, my child,”” she added, * let that hope bear
you up, for you will not have to wait lony for the blessing
in store for you.”” ‘This happened the very year that Saint
Ignatius and his companions consecrated themselves to God
in the chapel of Montmartre, and laid the foundations of the
Society of which, later on, Canisius was to be one of the
brightest ornaments. God was now about to make His call
heard in an unmistakable manner.

Father Favre, the first companion of St. Ignatius, while
on his way from Spire to attend the Council of Trent, was




GENERAL INTENTION FOR MARCH 87

forced to sojourn longer at Mayence than he expected on
account of the hostilities which hid brokem out between
Charles V. and Frauncis I. Thereupon, the Cardinal Arch-
bishop of Mayence besought Favre to expound Holy Scrip-
ture in the university under his care. The success of the
lessons was in keeping with the great reputation of the
learned but humble religious. His zeal, however, was not
to be circumscribed within such narrow limits. It showed
itself even more effective in the pulpit and in the private
conferences that were held with the new heretics, and in a
still higher degree in the retreats which the Father gave,
according to the method of St. Ignatius, to persous of every
rank and condition. Crowds flocked to listen to him and to
place themselve sunder his guidance, eager to be led onwards
in the paths of perfection.

Reports of the wonderful changes wrought soon reached
Cologne and came to the ears of Canisius. He bethought
himself that this might well be the man whom God had
appointed to lead him in uis vocation. He immediately set
out for Mayence, and there took up his abode with an eccle-
siastic named Contade who now, filled with that spirit of
fervour he had acquired during a retreat, was doing as much
honour to this calling by the new life he was leading as he
had previously disgraced it by his worldly living.

Canisius was as much impressed by Tavre's character as
by his genius. ‘‘ Never, said he, ‘‘ have I known or
listened to a more learned man, or to one of more eminent
virtue—if, indeed, he be a man and not rather an angel
from Heaven.”” He proved himself at least a heaven-sunt
messenger for Canisius, and received him into the Society of
Jesus.

While Canisius was with Favre at Cologue, a message
summoned him to his father's deathbed at Nimeguen. §The
old man recognised his son and died. Peter was overwhelmed
with distress, for his father had ied a worldly, though
an homourable life. Hut that night a divine message
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answered his prayers. It was revealed to him that his father
and mother were saved. In the fervour of his thankfulness
he distributed his large inheritance among the poor, and
then set out for Cologne. On his journey he et three
young men going like himself to that city ; in those days
travellers were glad of prot:ction, and they went on together.
He spoke to them so well on the subject of salvation through
Christ, that two of them gave up all to worship Him in the
cloisters of the Charter House, and the other entered the
novitiate under Favre.

As soon as our Blessed had completed his novitiate and
taken the vows of religion, he resumed his studies with
more assiduity than ever. He not only distinguished him-
self among his fellow scholastics, but at the college of Mon-
tan he taught Holy Scripture and presided daily over
the same course at the university, where he expounded
the Epistles of St. Paul to Timothy. e was unwearied in
his labours and privately applied himself to the reading of
the Holy Fathers. To his unremitting application and his
vigils we are indebted for a more correct translation of St.
Cyril, in two volumes : the first he dedicaied to the Arch-
bishop of Mayence, and the second to the theologians who
studied with him in the same university. It was at this
period also that e brought out the works of the Great St.
Leo, most carefully revised. How a man of his years could
find time for so many different occupations and give satis-
faction in all is scarcely conceivable.

When Canisius had reached the age required for priest-
hood, he was ordained by an uncompromising Catholic
bishop. He draws attention to this fact himself which he
deemed a singular favour from Heaven at a time when the
faith of more then one of the German prelates began to
cause distrost. Clothed with this new and august character
of the priesthood, which gave him more authority, he was
now ready, under the directionof St. Ignatius, to enter upon
his great public career.
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It would be impossible in these pages to follow lum step
by step, or to note even in a superficial way all that he
accomplished for the glory of Holy Church and for the dis-
comfiture of the followers of the Reformation. Christian
piety again enthroned in the hearts of men ; the Sacraments
honoured and cnce more reverently frequented ; public
morality restored in numberless townsand cities ; religious
discipline re introduced into many monasteries; the clergy
recalled to a sense of the duties of their holy state; the
future of Catholicism assured through the proper formation
and education of youth; whole provinces and kingdomg
snatched from the grasp of heresy, more especially Austria,
Bohemia, Bavaria, Westphalia and the canton of Friburg ;
Protestantism arrested in its rapid expansion ; and the old
Faith resuming in the eyes of natious its prestige of learning,
of virtue and of autho:ity, which evil days had shorne of
rheir lustre ; such, in a few words, were the achievements of
Canisius’ marvellous activity and zeal.

‘We can not do better than group under three headings the
labours of Canisius and his companions in winning back to
Christ the multitudes which had fallen away from the true
belief, and in confirming in their faith those who, amid
scandal and persecution, had clung to their religion. These
means were effective then, and they wili vemain so until
the end, the triple apostleship for bringing about great
reforms : the apostleship of Education, the apostleship of
of the Word and the apostleship of the Pen,

It was in 13549, at the age of twenty-eight, after six years
membership in the Scciety of Jesus, that, known already by
his editions of St. Cyril of Alexandria and Leo the Great
and by his theological labours at the Council of Trent,
Cauisius returned again to Germany. He had received his

last formation, as a religious, from St. Ignatius himself, and

had made his solemn profession in his presence.
¢ 1He and his companions were received at Munich with open
arms’by William, duke of Bavaria, and with equal warmth
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at Ingolstadt by the heads of the university. In an incred-
ibly short space of time the whole face of the university was
changed. For his care was not expended on the intellect
alone, but in the formation of the heart as well. He was
soon chosen, with the unanimous applause of all, as rector
of the university. In this capacity he stimuiated the
brighter minds to greater intellectual activity and painfully
instructed and encouraged those of duller comprehension.

Heresy had crept into the very grammars of the institu-
tion, Canisius recast them to his liking, and inserted a short
catechism as an appendix. All heretical books were ban-
ished from the university,and pious associations were founded
among the students. The by-laws of the great school were
no longer a dead letter. After six moaths of firm and
paternal government, from a standing menace, Ingolstadt
kad become a bulwark of the faith.

He renewed at Vienna and at Prague the marvels wrought
at Ingolstadt by he same regenerative meaus.

In 1552, with thirteen fellow religious, he began his
labours at Vienna, which he interrupted only to teach cate-
chism to the children of the poor and to serve the plague-
sricken of the city. In 1553, at the earnest request of Fer-
dinand, he was named rector of the college of Vienna.
Here he opened the first boarding school, to counteract the
influence of a corrupt society. Aund kuowing full well that
without the help of Heaven all his efforts to shield their
innocence would be unavailing, he prayed fervently for
those young hearts confided to his care. The following
prayer we find among his writings :

“ 0 my God, O faithful guardian and compassionate lover
of mankiund, I beseech Thee, vouchsafe to these many little
ones the grace Thou didst not refuse me in my unworth-
iness, when I was still young. Let this grace be even more
abundant for them. ~Grant that, rescued early from the
tumoil and dangers of the world, they -may meet with pious
and worthy instructors, who, by the energy of their exhor-
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tations and still more by their example, may inspire them
witk 2 much greater hatred of sin thaun of ignorance.”

The king of the Romans saw with satisfaction the trans-
formation for good that was going on at Vienna owing to
the zeal, prudence and emergy of Canisins. He couceived
the idea of having him named to the episcopal see of that
city. Itwasa mistaken idea of gratitude. In vain were
all the springs of diplomacy set to work to prevail upon
Pope Julius III. to sanction this appointment. Three
repeated attempts failed to overcome Canisius’ humility and
the firm determination of Ignatius. The most that could
be obtained was that Canisius would consent to take upon
himself the ecclesiastical administration of the diocese forsix
months.

The next scene of his apostolic zeal was Prague. In
spite of countless difficuities and the most violent opposition
on the part of the heretics, thoroughly aroused at the sight
of the thousands of their followers who were renewing their
allegiance to Holy Church, another college .7as opened, and
 to it flocked great numbars of young studeuts drawn thitker
by the reputation of similar institutions which the holy and
learned man had established elsewhere.

In 1556 Canisius was appointed Provincial of his Orderin
Germany, and the gond work of rescuing youth from the
hauds of the heretics went on apace. The unbroken series
of triumphs of truth over error, following each other in rapid
succession, presented everywhere the same features. It

would be monotonous to detail them here. A bare enume-
§ ration of the places where, in turn, Catholicism gained the
ascendency, through the apostleshin of education, will suffice

for our present purpose.
B Munich, Friburg, Dillingen, Tirnau, Wurzburg., Augs-
burg, Treves, Mayence, Spire, Trent, Iuspruck, Hall, Ra-
B tisbon, Luzerne and Porentruy, all are indebted for houses
of learning, in a greater or lesser degree, to the iuitiative or
influenze of Canisius.
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But there was something more to be done in the way of
education. From the very outset, from the very first
encounter of Canisius with opposing heresy, he had under-
stood the absolute necessity of forming holy priests, holy
pastors of souls, holy evangelical labourers, and he set to
work with all his energy and with great success at this all-
important task. His familiar and frequent relations with
prelates and sovereigns afforded him opportunities not to be
neglected. Wherever a college was founded there did he
begin to prepare vocations for the priesthood. He enjoined
on 2all under him to cultivate with more than ordinary care
those chosen souls, among intelligent youth, whom God
seemed to call to that exalted function. This thought was
uppermost in his mind during his many retreats and mis-
sions and more <o during the importaut I yations entrusted
to him by the Apostolic See.

“To form good priests,”” he would say, ‘‘is the easiest
and shortest way to sanctify whole nations. A man who
relishes the things of God will soon make others relish them ;
a saintly pastor seldom fails to have an edifving flock.”” He
himself repeatedly begged funds to establish seminaries in
Germany, thinking it disgraceful that erior should do so
much to pervert. and that Catholics should not make great
sacrifices for the education of their clergy.

It was in Rowme espucially, that his influence for good iu
this respect was felt.  In the Eternal City the German Col-
lege was thoroughly equipped for the reception of ecclesias-
tical students from the Teutonic nations. Similar establish-
ments were opened there for the English, Greeks and Ma-
Tonites, It is not here the place to determine how much all
these schools of science and virtue contributed to the defence
and propagation of the Catholic faith ; it will be enough to
call to mind that, after God, the good accruing must be
aseribed to Canisius, who conceived the idea, and to Gre-
gory XIII. who carried it into execution. It was the same
idea that lad to the founding of seminaries ia far-off India

and Tapan.
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Education prepares the fufure of a people, but on the
present it has littie bearing. At most the rising generations,
as they grow to man’s estate, may exert on their elders a
certain influence, that of good example, or gain an ascen-
dency through the winsomeness of virtue, ever lovable, aud
which the ties of blood sometimes render =0 powerful. But
this is the rare exception, As a rule, it is the man that
reacts upon the youth ; and how often does it not happen
that the germs of virtue, planted in the heart of the child even
by the most painstaking master, fail in fruition in contact
with loose morals and a depraved public opinion.

Consequently, if the masses have strayed from the path
of rectitude, if error and passion are the dominant guides
instead of reason and faith, the ouly resource left, to bring
back wayward minds, is the power of persuasion seconded
by grace from on high ; recourse must be had to the apos
tleship of the word and of the pen. This Canisius fully
understood. Brought to the notice of old and young, and
presented in its many phases, truth, little by little, will reas-
sert its sway, aud the written and spoken word will render
more lasting the effects of sound education. A revival will
follow, first in the family, then in the state, of those prin-
ciples of religion, of honour, or of respect for authority,
which are the surest, or rather the only source of material
prosperity as well a5 of moral progress among nations.
These alone offer a substantial and enduring guarantee of
stability.

There was no time at which Canisius did not exercise the
ministry of preaching and of the apostleship of the pen.
Even while founding and directing colleges, he found time
for sermons, retreats and controversial lectures. Besides
‘the wrorks already mentioned, we are indebted to him for an
edition of St. Jerome's Epistles, Commentaries on the Cor-
ruptions of God’s Word (two 2 folio volumes), a Summary
of the Epistles and Gospels annotated, a Manual for Ca-
tholics, Notes on Gospel Readings and 2 Summary of the
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Christian Doctrine. ‘This Catechism, for such it is, went
through numberless editions, was translated into several
languages, and did inestimable service in placing in the
hands i the faithful a complete vindication of the teachings
of the Church.

e have vot spoken of the great honours showered upon
the humble religious, and which he endeavoured in vain to
shun. He was present at the Council of Trent ; was de-
prted by the citizens of Cologne to act as their representa-
tive before the Emperor Charles V. ; took part in the Diets
of Ratisbon, Piotrkow, and Augsburg, and in the Confe-
rences of Worms and Inspruck ; and acted as Papal Nuncio
under Pius IV., Pius V. and Gregory XIII.

Canisius died at Friburg, December 21, 1597, and this
year, 1897, Germany, Austria aud Switzerland, as a token
of their undying gratitude, are preparing to celebrate, with
all the solemnity and splendour possible, the three hundredth
anniversary of his glorious and saintly death. The Teutonic
races will not be satisfied with empty oratorical displays, at
the foot of some statue of their patron, but will take advan-
tage of the occasion to recall to the Catholic populations of
the Fatberls 1d the heroic struzgles of the Sixteenth Centu-
1y, and to spur them on to fight still more strenuously for
their faith.

Already, in the Congress of Dortmund, in that of Salzburg
and in that of Sursee, the announcement of the celebration
was hailed with enthusiastic applause. His Excellency the
Nuucio at Munich quite recently expressed his conviction
to Reverend Cansa Kleiser, the organizer of the movement,
that the festivals would produce ‘‘ an outburst of Catholic
sentiment and life throughout Germany.”’ .

Pilgrimages will pour into Friburg, where the relics of
the Blessed are kept. From all sides prayers will go up
asking for the canonization of Peter Canisius, and that he
be enrolled among the Doctors of the Church.

One thing especially must enlist the sympathies of our
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Assocjates. It may not be known to all, but nigh one hun-
dred years before Blessed Margaret Mary, Canisius honoured
with a special worship the Sacred Heart of our Lord, and
received in return many extraordinary graces. Let us, there-
fore, join our prayers with those of our co-religionists of
Germany and Switzerland, and beg this great champion of
the faith to inspite us with some of that indefatigable zeal
which he derived from the very Heart of the Divine Master.

PRAYER.

O Jesus! through the most pure Heart of Mary, I offer
Thee all the prayers, work and sufferings of this day, for
all the intentions of Thy Divine Heart, in union with the
Hol+ Secrifice of the Mass in reparation of all sins, and for
all requests presented through the Apostleship of Prayer :
in particular that Catholics may struggle valiantly for their
faith after the example of Blessed Peter Canisins. Amen.

TREASURY, MARCH, 1897.
RECEIVED FROM THE CANADIAN CENTRES

Acts of charity.... 180,804 | Pious reading.......
Acts of mortificati 117,308 | Masses celebrated....... 585
B cesose sens 224,346 | Masses heard...ec.eveee 96,001
Stations of the C: 59,054 | Works ofzeal.cc.ceee.o. 85,029
MHoly Communions...... 32,529 ! Various good works..... 457,815
Spiticual Communions.. 549,153 | Prayers...ccc oveee.cnas 704,236
Exi of conscience 50,666 , Sufterings or afflictions.. 109,218
Hours of silence ........ 194,764 | Self CONQUEStS..coaee coes 424,549
Charitable conversstions. 185,914 | Visits to Bl. Secrament.. 171,044
Hours of 1abor...ccvceee 330,529
Holy HOWSB «vveee cesees 15,216 | Total....eooeee 4,047,136

St. Joseph, first patron of Canada, was proclaimed by the Sovereign
Pontiff patron of the universal Church.

St. Joseph is patron of a good and happy death ; he died in the arms
of Jesus and dary,
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2, She is our Mother !
Whene'er I humbly kneel in prayer,
Before her altar’s holy shrine,
Peace ever smiling meets me there ;
And oh ! what tranquil bliss is mine,
How tender is her watchful care !
( Chorus.)
3.—  Sheis our Mother ! ’ -
Upon her blessed name I call
When sin is darkly hov’ring near—
She is my strength when doubts appall,
My solace in my wanderings here—
She is my light, my hope, my all—
(Chorus.)
4— She is our Mother !
When on my brow Death’s seal is set,
And earthly hopes before him fly,
She will not then her child forget—
Her name will form my parting sigh—
My Mother—I will love her ;e
(Chrorus.)

A Particular_Intention and the Effect of It.
BY REV. A. E. RURKE, B.D.

' What can I}do'more, Father dear? I havc begged and
prayed and have had masses said, but there they are still
2nd no change in them. *’

The speaker was a woman in the middle of life, well
dressed, good mannered and every inch a Christian. Still,
like many others, she was sorely tried. From a practising
Catholic, svhen they were first married, and until the time
when the family began [to grow up, her husband, Matthew
Locke, had suddenly fallen away from his religion. For-
tune, previously propitious, turnedjher back upon him, and
leaving a comfortable home, in a rural district of our most
agricultural province,The turned to try his luck, as he
termed it, in the United States.

+
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There his wife joined him ; there the eldest daughter was
married, and there the two sons came of age to work and
earned their first dollar. ,

But Matthew Locke was not a mau of much faith and
prayer, not a Christian who daily held commuue with his
Maker and reconciled himself to God's holy will in all things.
Removed from the associations of his earlier manhood,
habiting a strange land and thrown with people who did not
know him, he soon began despite the pleading of his devoted
wife, to leave off the formal acts of devozion which must
always have been a heavy burden upon him. No longer did
he assist at mass, even in a perfunctory way ; no longer
did he go to his LEaster confession *‘ with the rest of them,”’
as he used to say in his Canadian homte ; no longer even did
he kneel to offer a prayer to his Maker at night, and seldom
or never, at his best, did he do so in the morning, excusing
himself because there was something to be done immediately
after rising. One had only to meat Matthew Locke to know
that he had no spirituality about him.

Some people seem to think that the faith of a good mother
and her solicitude for her children will direct them in the
way they should go. There is no gainsaying the fact that,
under adverse circumstances, even when the father has been
deadly opposed to the practice of any, but more especially
of the Catholic religion by his children, many an Irish
Catholic mother has succeeded in bringing up the family in
the true faith. But all flesh is prone to evil aud, with the
force of exemple so easily imitated constantly in view, youth
will often follow its natural bent, and the interests of the
soul will be risked in pursuit of what the foolish term plea-
sure, but what is, in reality, a sure process of infiicting dire
punishments and anguish of spirit upoa oneself for all time
to come.

The young Lockes, transplanted to the unrestraining
atmpsphere of an American town, and associating with-a clase
of precocious youths in the mill iu which they worked,
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gradually outgrew the influence of their mother ; and, urged
on by evil companionship, not only-turned their backs ou
their religion after the fashion of their father, but were in
other ways the cause of many a heartache to their mother,
already filled with grief at their father’scourse. It mustbe
said, however, that Matthew Locke never approved of the
conduct of his boys, although like so many others in places
of responsibility, whose bad lives are notorious, he could not
bring himself to chastise them lest he should appear like
Satan reproving sin.

So this state of affairs went on. The mother and sisters
attended mass ou Sundays, assisted atevery devotion going,
and prayed and offered novenas and masses that God might
change the hearts of the erring men. Father McCarthy,
who had more than once been put to his wit’s end for words
to console the poor mother, could only fall back on the
COmMMON resource :

““ Pray, pray, my good woman. God is good, and yon
have not suffered half as long yet as St. Monica did. Her
son is now a Doctor of the Church and she a blessed Saint.
Courage, then, aud perseverance in prayer, woman, and God
will reward you, sure.

This consoling advice would send poor Mrs. Locke back
to her beads ; and many a long night she told them cons-
tantly and waited and hoped for the moment of grace. She
offered up Communions too, and had her girls offer theirs
for the conversion of their father and two brothers.

Still Matthew Locke, who knew how his conduct and that
of the boys was breaking the heart of the wife he had sworn
to love and cherish, feigned not to notice what went on as
loug as his attention was not positively drawn to it. If
challenged directly, he would ridicule the prayers of his wife
and declare that he was in no need of them. Indeed, he
frequently appealed to the poor woman’s long repeated peti-
tions as' the strongest argument against the efficacy of prayer
itself, The boys whose conscience, steeped though they were
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in sin, troubled them more than they liked, to conceal any
appearance of tenderness on this point, not only went as far
as the father, but actually had recourse to abuse and blas-
phemy.

It was at the end of the fourth year of this troubie that
the eldest daughter married. She got a good Catholic hus-
band whose piety, while it was a delight to Mrs. Locke,
seemed to fasten more firmly in her heart the sword of grief
fixed there by the conduct of the male portion of her own
family. Her trials had now reduced her to that stage of
apparent placidity which is always a note of long and patient
suffering. No longer Jid she beg of her wayward sons or erring
husband to quit their life of neglect and sin and practise the
duties of their saving faith. There was no use in further
appeals. They only added fresh sins and sank those she
wished to save into greater depths. Still she prayed and
fasted and received Holy Communion and practised every
devotion, that she knew—devotion to the Mother of God, St.
Joseph, St. Anthony—this was the favourite devotion of the
parish—and every other means of propitiating God and
obtaining mercy for her loved ones.

* Hope long deferred maketh the heart sick,”’ says the
worldly philosopher who knows nothing of the sweet con-
solation of persevering prayer. Mrs. Locke, anxious though
resigned, having put all into the hands of God, prayed on.

A change came about in the temporal affairs of the Locke
family. Poor times shut down the mills; there was no
work ; without it there was no living in a great city. They,
therefore, resolved to return to Canada and to the farm they
kad left behind. At least, they need not go into debt for the
bite they would eat. !

It was a severe blow to their pride to have to retnrn to a
country life and their old associations, worse in pocket than
when they left. But there was one member of the family
at least who was delighted with the change, and that was
Mrs. Locke. She now felt sure that from a sense of shame,
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if not from one of duty and conscience, they would attend
their church and practise their religion in Canada.

She was sorely dissappointed. They did attend mass at St.
Mark’s for a little while, but when Easter time came around
they were not found among the communicants. Indeed, it
was much harder to reconcile themselves to make their peace
with God at home than it had been abroad. The evil one,
who is ever at the ear of the sinner, inspired them with a
new fear of the priest and of confession, and suggested to
their minds doubts of the necessity of such a sacrament at
all. They ceased to attend church in short.

The measure of the mother’s sorrow was not yet iall ; here
was a bitter chalice to be drunk to the dregs. But she was
too well tempered in adversity to refuse the Cross longer:
she made an offering of it to Almighty God and renewed
her instances at the foot of His Great White Throne.

Two years passed and the good pastor of St. Mark’s—it
was only a mission church—began to preach eloquently and
unctuously on the Sacred Heart, preparatory to establishing
the League there. Strangetosay this devotion was unknown
to Mrs. Locke ; and she listened with jov to the wonders of
grace that were being worked the world over through its
medium. She began from that day to have a confidence
altogether unfelt by her before, that through the League
she would at last win back her benighted ones. The prayers
of so many millions offered to the Father thiough the Divine
Heart of Jesus, she was sure, would be efficacious.

Among the first to enroll herself and frequent the sacra-
ments, offering her communions as usual to obtain the long
desired grace, was Mrs. Locke. She told her confessor of
her intention and of the certainty she felt of her prayer being
answered now. The good man, who many times over had
prayed himself for those neglectful parishioners, counselled
her to patience and submission to the will of God, while he
promised to unite again his prayers to hers, in order that the
husband and sons might open their eyes to the evil of their
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lives and crave pardon and blessing in the Sacrament of
Penance.

A whoale year passed and many communions and much
prayer were offered to the same end. ‘Then, Father Alfred
established the Second Degree of the League, and gave out
that though there was no ‘‘ Intention Box ” in the church,
he would be glad to receive and forward intentions to the
head Centre at any time.

The first one received was from Mrs. Locke : *“ That God,
through the Divine Heart, would bring about the conver-
sion of her poor husband and sons.””  The priest forwarded
the intention in due time and prayed within himself earnestiy
that the favour might be granted the next month, when the
Forty Hours' Devotion was to take place. This was Mrs.
Locke’s ardent desire also, and she was firtn in the belief
that God would answer all her pleadings at last, since they
had infinite value offered through the Divine Heart.

‘Well,—praised be the Heart of Jesus for the great grace
vouchsafed to them!-—among the humble penitents who
sought out the priest and confessed themselves in sorrow
and amendment of life, were the Lockes, on the Sunday
evening o1r. which the Blessed Sacrament was first exposed
in the precty little church.

The good pastor was greatly consoled, and the mother has
been so filled with joy and gratitude ever since, that she has
made an offering of a beautiful statue of the Sacred Heart
to the church and promised the Monthly Communion in
thanksgiving, and to obtain like graces for the mothers of
other erring children, through the Heart that, having
felt sorrow such as no heart else could f.*~l, is full of tender
pity for all those who approach It with proper dispositions.

The Lockes are happy now, fully understanding the
miracle of grace worked in their behalf. They are also
prosperous. ‘The forest farm is cleared ; new and comfort-
able buildings are erected, and peace and plenty are the
characteristics of the place.

Often before the picture of the Sacred Heart, gathered in
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prayer, a good old man, a saintly woman with tender and
affectionate children lift up their hearts to God and thank
Him for the blessings He has procured to them, through the
salutary practices of the beautiful devotion, kuown as the
League of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Mrs. Locke never ceases urging upon others to seud inter-
tions forward to the League Centre :

““If I hadn’t done that, through the dear, good priest, I
should still be far from the desire of my heart—the conver-
sion of my loved ones.*’

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER’S PRAVER

Several correspondents, who have always found great devo-
tion in reciting the prayer of St. Francis Xavier, as given
on page 503 of the December MESSENGER, while expressing
their satisfaction at seeing it translated by Father Rigby,
have also suggested a few slight changes. With the aid of
others, more skilled in the matter, we have, by choosing
from the different versions, finally settled upon the follow-
ing as embodying the best suggestions offered :—

I'love, O God, I do love Thee,

And ’tis not to be saved by Thee,

Nor yet that whoso loves not Thee
Is doomed to endless burning.

Thou, thou, my Jesus, totally
Didst on the Cross etnbrace me:
Didst bear the nails and spear for me,
And weight of heaped-up infamy,
And sorrows without number,
And angnish, sweat and cunber, .
And death for me—instead of me
A sinner Thy love spurning.

Why therefore should I not love Thee,
0OYesus, full of love for me?

Not to be saved in heaven through Thee,
Nor fearing to be damned by Thee,

But ¢’en as Thou hast aye loved me

So doYI love and will love Thee.
On';jvecause Thou art my King—
Myovery God—to Thee I cling.



REV. MICHAEL OATES, C.SS. R,
Dicd Jan. 20, 1897
R. L. P.




REV. FATHER OATES, C. SS. R.

ANUARY witnessed the passing away of an
ardent lover of the Sacred Heart, the Reverand
Michael Qates, C. SS. R., who died gvite unex-
pectedly in Boston, Mass., on the 2oth of that
month. Father Oates was one of the first
Redemptorists who came to Quabec. He wasa
man of uubounded zeal, and was foremost in

every work having for object the spiritual and temporal

welfare of St. Patrick’s parish.

The Sacred Heart of Jesus lLad always a firm friend in
this son of St. Alphonsus. He established the League in
1891, in St. Patrick’s, Quebec, and became its first Director.
From the beginning he entered completely into the spirit of
the devotion to the Sacred Heart, and made it the greatest
lever for good in the parish. Not satisfied with the ordinary
roll of lady Promoters, he formed a Men’s Brauch and made
of it a success. Fle presided at ail the meetings of both
Councillors and Promoters, encouraging them, exhorting
them, helping them along in the work of the League,
imparting to them some of the zeal and love with which his
own large heart was filled for the Heart of Jesus.

The Quebee Mercury, in an appreciative article on the
deceased Redemptorist, said of him :

‘¢ Father Oates had an energy and zeal that never flagged, a courage
that quailed before no obstacle or opponent, a spirity of charity that
never paused to comnt the cost of any sacrifice for the glory of his
Maker or the benefit of his fellow-men. A fervent piety, a deepdevo-
tion to the land of his birta, a ripe knowledge of his ancestral tongace,
and a love for his people which sought their welfare in all things.
Father Oates was such a model as is rarely seen of the ideal Irish
priest. No sufferer appealed in vain to his sympathy, and his heart
and hand were ever open to those in distress or affliction. Many a
tear of regict will be shed by those who remember his whole-souled
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kindness. It was no clap-trap that prated idly. but a readiness to
relieve which showed itself only in sterling deeds, hidden from men,
but known to the recording angel.”

May Jesus, in His paradise, reward, with the hundred-fold,
him who labour:d so zealously and so successfully in propa-
gating devotion to His Sacred Heart.

GETHSEMANE
By ¥Fraxcis W. GREY.
In Kudron™s vale,
The whispering, sighing midnight breeze
Stirs in the ancient olive trees,
The moonlight. clear and pale,
Whose silver rheen
Falls full onroe”  ud trev to-night,
Revealeth, also awch a sight
As man hath never sevi,

Hide, Moaon, thy face,
In Blackest night thy ruliance shroud,
Anmd It a veil of deepest clond,
Concdal the Haly Place |
Ganl's ey Sen,
Alone with Gl ¢ His tears, His cries
A vision, this, which mortal eves
Aay fear to Inok upen,

Oht Bloody Sweat !

Oh anguish of a God in pain !

Oh tears of Gind ! that fell EXe- min

T Tillall the ground wus wet 5

O mystery

Surpassing thought ! and full of dread,—

My sins were Iaid upou Thy Head,
There, in Gethsemane,

Ol Gal Mest High !
Oh Son of Mary ! may we keep
Vigil with Thee 3 with Thes to weep,
With Thew to live and dic :—
Thus, in Thy Prayer,
Thy Sweat of Blood, Thine Agony.,
Thy Conflict in Gethsemarce,
We, ton, may have our share.
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The prayers of the League are earnestly requested for the following
members lately deceased :

Alberton, P.E.IL - Mary Ellen O'Mearg, d. Jan. 10; John McNeil,
d. Jan. 6; Stephen McAlduff, d. Dec. 15. Aruprior : Francis Byrme,
d. in May. .Athens, Ont. : Rev. J. J. Kelly. DBelle River: Mrs.
Helen iSrossoit, d. Jan. 19, Perlin & Mrs. Gregory Starr, d. Oct. 29.
Boston, Mass. » Rev. Father OQates, C. SS. R. Bracside: Bridget
McKenna, d. in Dec. Breckin : Christopher McRae, d. Jan. 14.
Brookiyn, N. Y. : Mrs. M. Almond,. d. Dec. 3. Campbellford : Pat-
rick Martin, d. Jan. 22.; Jrs. Patrick FLarvey, d. Jan. 10. Canso :
Mrs. Andrew Meagher. d. Dez. 5 ; Finlay Kavanagh, d. Jan. §  Cha-
thans, Ouf.: Mrs, Sarah McIntyre. d. in Nov. ; Peter Doyle, d.
Jan. 3. Curazcall : 1da Brunette, d. Dec 22 Miss Mary E. Dan-
naher, d. Jau. 25 ; Mrs Catherine Iarrison, . Jan. 2¢ ; Mr. William
O'Hallaran, d. Jan. 26. Dundas: Mrs. Rose Vischean, d. in Jan. ;
Mr. Patrick Fleming, . in Dec. 3 Mrs. Mary Jane Conley, d. Jan. 19.
Glen RoSertson : John Arkeson, d.Aug. 22, Grernficld, Onl. : Sarak
McDonxld, . Dee. 16, Freelfon : Thowas J. Washington, 4. Jan. 17,
G2l » Miss Beatrice M. Connor, d. Dec. 285, (Fiennesis & Captain
Alexander Macd-nall, d. Now 11, Grand Falls, N. L.: Mary
Bradley, d. Jan. 22, Gravealurst : Mrs. Katie Gallvygher, d. Dec,
293 Mr. E_A. McDonell, d. Dec. 29.  Guelph - Elen Clair, d. Dec. 3.
Hamilton : 3ir Edward Crofton, d. Dec. 2.5 Mrs. Lillian Cheeseman,
4. Jan. g; Mrs. Brick, d. Jan. 19: Mrs A. Hennesey, d.in Jan. Har-
rison’s Cerners : Mrs. Janes Cleary, d. Jan. 31, Aearwy: Hugh
Meuill, d. July 26. Aingsfon 2 Mrs, Ah-ra, d.in Nov, ; Mrs Harries
ardagh, d. Dec. 2 ; Mrs. Clithero, d. Dec. 6 ; Patrick Gorman, d.
Dec. 19 ; Jotim Vale, d. Dec. 22 ; Patrick Delaney, d. Jaun. 1. ZLa
Nellelle, Ont. = Ars. Catherine MeCarthy, d. Dec. 7. London : John
Mitchell, d. Jan. 26 ; Ellen Aitchell, d. Jan 26 ; William Fitzheary,
d. Jaw. 5: Mrs. George Ferguson. Monclon = Stephen MeNeil, d.
Jan. 28, Monk's Head, N F. Mrs. Mary McDonald, Mentreal :
Jumes Brady, d. Dec. 10 ; Miss Mary Hanrahan, d. Jan. 3 ; Micaael
J. Walsh, d. Dee. 31; Mrs Dora Vaillancourt, d. Dec. 15; MNr,
Joseph Kane, d. Nov. 12; Siasan Gambel, Francis Marlow, Mar-
garet McPherson, Mr. John Furlong,d. June 18 ; James McGill, d.
June 1t ; Mrs, James Brown, Miss M. Keams, Mr. H. Clarke, Miss
L.Kcher; james Dolourcax, d. Jan, 27, New Annan, I E. L:
Mrs. Joseph Mclntyre, d. Jan. 28, Bridget E. Condon, d. Jan. 23.
Niagara Falls : Mrs. Jobn Dolan, d. Dee. § ; Mr. William Mullig, d.
Dec. 13, Orillia : Hugh Fox, d. Jan. 10. Ofaira » Patrick Regan
d. Aug. 1 William Kehoe, d. Jan. 15. Qehec s Mrs. Small, d. in
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Nov. ; Mrs Thomas Murphy, d. Jan. 20 ; Mrs. Miles Howe, d. Jan.
24- St. Andrew's West - Margaret Emma McDonald, d. Nov. I.
St. George's, P. E. 1. ;: Anunie Campbell, d. Nov. 4 ; John McEachern,
d. Dec. 13; Mrs, Jane Power, d. Dec. 21. St John's, P. Q.: Mrs.
Patrick Slavin. St. Simon (Rimouski) . Mr. Thomas Belziles, d. Dec.
1T. Sawll Ste. Marie : Mrs. Catherine Sullivan, d. Jan. 13 ; Drs,
David Rouleau, d.Jan.13. Zoronfo : Rev. Father Small, d Jan. 24;
Mrs. Fracey, d. Jan. 24 ; Mrs. Farrell, d Jan 17 ; David McCarthy,

Dec. 1 ; Mrs. Margaret Holland, d. Jan. 13 ; Mrs. Thomas Smith,
d. Jan. 24. Trenfon: Mrs E. J. Sweet, d. Dec. 9.  [Vooler : Mrs.
Patrick Cowan, d. Dec. 16. Williamsto:n : Charles MeDonald, d.
Dec. 11.

THANKSGIVINGS

For favoursreceived from tho Sacred Heart, published in falfilment of
promises made.

AcroXN, ONT.—A Member, for aspecial favour.

ALEXANDRIA.—A Promoter, for a favour from the Sacred Heart,
through the B. V. and St. Aathony.  An Associate, for success at an
examination. A Promoter, for restoration to health. For the recovery
of alost aniicle through St. Anthony. Two Associates, for employ-
ment.

AMHERSTBGRG —For the cure of 2 child through the intercession
of Q. L. of Knock ; also by e2pplyving a medal of St. Anu and praying
to her. For a preat many favours through the intercession of St. An-
thony. Foara v ry great temporal favour through St. Anthony.

ARNIRIOR.—A Member, for the cure of au infirmity, after making
2 novena and hearing mass said for the Souls in Purgatory. A Mem-
ber, for beir g cured from neuralgia, after making a novena to the B.
V. A Promoter, for having secured employment for a dear friend
while making a nnvena tothe S. H. A Promoter, for success in an
examination. For the recovery of a dear friend from a serious illness.
For employment or a relative. For many spiritual and temporal
favours all obtained through the intercession of the B. V., St. Aun
and St. Aloysius. A Promoter, for several great favours received in
December after praying tnthe B. V7, St. J. and St. Ann

Barrit.—An Associate, for a lost article found after praying to St.
Aunthony. .an Associate, far 2 very great favour.

BATHURST. N. B.—A Promoter, for two temporal favours.

BEAURIVAGE, P. Q.—A Promnter, for the complete cure of throat

desease, after making the Nive Fridays and praying to St. Ann. Two
Promoters, for the cure of an infirmity, after anlying a Promoter’s
Cross. A Promoter, for spiritual acd temporal favours, after waking
a noveua to the B. V.
- BRLLE RIVER.— An Ascociate, for the recovery of a valuable article,
after praying to St. Authony. For the bappy death of a Member.
For cmployment for a youny man. For scveral temporal favours,
after praying to St. Ann. For success in an undertaking. A Prowe
ter, for the happy death of an Associate.  For spiritual favour,

)
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_ BELLEVILLE.—Two Members, for successfully passing an examina-
tion.

BERLIN, ONT.—For relief while in great pain, after applying the
Badge. A Promoter, for two temporal favours, through the interces-
sion of the B. V.

Bic PoNp, C. B.—Arn Associate, for a great spiritual favour, after
praying to the S. H.

BRECHIN.—A Member, for the recovery of a parent when very ill,
after praying to the B. V. A Member, for the cure of toothache, by
applying the Badge. A Promoter, for the cure of sickness, by prayers
to the B, V. and baving a mass said for the Souls in Purgatory. A
Member, for a temporal favour.

CAMPBELLFORD.--For hearing from a brother absent for many

ears.
y CANSO.~-An Ansociate, for the return of a relative long absent, and
many other favours. An Associate, for a temporal favour. For a
young man’s approaching the Sicrameats, after many year’s neglect,
through the intercession of the B. V. and St. J.

CARAQUET, N. B.—A Promoter, for the cure of a very severe paim
in the side, after promising to have a mass sawd for the Souls in Pur-
gatory.

° CHATi1AM, ONT.— A Member, for a situation obtained, through the
intercession of O. L. of Perpetual Help.

CORNWALL. - An A sociate, for a temporal favour, through the in-
tercession of St. Aunthony.

Desrc, N. B.—An Associate, for a favour, after burning a light
before the statue of the S. H. A Member., for having, through Go@’s
grace, persevered in spite of temptation

DuNDAs.~A Member, for the cure of headaches, after making a
novena to the S, H. A4 Prowster, for two temporal favours. An As-
sociate, for seven temporal favours.

EAGANVILLE.—A Mewber, for the cure of a sore throat by apply-
ing the Badge. For the findung of an article, after praying to St. An-
thony and promising a mass for the Souls in Purgatery.

FREDERICTON —A Member, for a favour. For having conrpleted the
Nine ¥rniday Communions. T'wo, for favours. A Member, for obtain-
ing a favour ailer prayers to the B. V.

GLEXN ROBERTSON.--For wauny favours obtained during the last
vear. Forther lief of adearrclative from fits, after beginming the Nine
First Fridays. A Promoter, for wany spiritual and temporal favours.
Two, for relief after a novena to O. L. Fer a Member's return to his
duty duriag the Forty Hours’ devotion. A Member, for the
recovery of a child in a severe cuse of sickuess, after praying to the B.
V. aund a promise of a massand giving bread to the poor. For many
favours received.

GoDERICH, ONT.—An Associate, for two temporal favours, through
the intercession of the B. V.and St. J. A Promoter, for two temporal
favours received during the uionth of January.

; GRAVENHURST.—A Prcatoter, for many spiritual aud temporal
avours.

GUELYH.—A Member, for a son obtaining employment after being
idle cleven wonibs, through the intercession of St. Anthony. &
Aember, for a usband obtaining employmeut through prayersto O,
L. of Perpctual Help and having masses said for the Souls in Pur-
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gatory. A Member, for a favour, after praying to St. J. and for the
Souls in Purgatory. '

GuysBoroUGH.—A Promoter, for a temporal favour, after praying
to the B. V., for the Souls in Purgatory.

HALIFAX, N. 8.--A Promoter, for spiritual aud temporal favours
granted duting the year. For bearing from an absent member of a
family. For five favows received. For the cure of soreness in the
foot by applying the Badge Fora temporal favour.

HaMILTON.—Two Members, for favours obtained, through prayers
to the S. H. A Promoter, for a special favour. A Promoter, for the
grace of a good Confession and Communion. A Member, for the
granting of a favour, through a novena made to the Holy Family. A
Member, for a temporal favour..

HASTINGS, ONT.~-A Member, for the cure of toothache by apply ng
the Badge. For a cure, after praying to St. Anthony and St. Igna-
tius, A Member, for favours after praving to the B. V. and St.
Anthony. For favours received, from the Infant Jesus.

" KEARNEY.~--For recovery from a dangerous illness. For a temporal
avour.

KINGSTON, ONT.—A Pronioter, for an article found. For employ-
ment, after prayers offered before the Blessed Sacrament  For the
return of a son who had not bzen heard from for years, and who wrs
saved during the cyclone at St, Louis, when three were killed beside
him, and eleven in the office where he was employed. For a special
favour. A Promoter, for a temporal favour. =~ A Promoter. for reco-
very from a dangerous illness, through the intercession of the Mother
of Sorrow. For employment for a brother, through the intercession of
the B. V. after a novena. A Member, for many favours received
during the past year. For a situation obtained after being a long time
idle.

KINKOR4, P. E. I. —A Member, for the cure of toothache.

LINwO0O0D, ONT.—A Mother, for rapid improvement in the health
of her son, through the prayers of the League. For a temporal favour
after praying to St. J. and promising a certain number of prayers for
the Souls in Purgatory.

LoNDON.—For a situation. For the finding of a lost article. For
the recovery of a mother from sickuness, atter praying to the S. H. For
three temporal favours, after praying to the B. V. and the Souls in
Purgstory. A Promoter, for three great favours, after having masses
said in honour of the S. H for the Souls in P1 gatory.

DMAIDSTONE, ONT.— A Member, for recovery from very severeillness,
through the intercession of O. L. of the Rosary. A Promoter, fora
great favour.

MERRITTON.—For the finding of two articles lost for about six
montbs, after praying to St. Antbony and the Souls in Purgatory. A
Promoter, for the cure of sore eyes by having a Gospel read and 2 mass
said for the Souls in Purgatory. For a temporal favour. For a spiri-
tual favour, through the intercession of the B. V. For patience, after
prayers to O. L. of Victory and the Souls in Purgatory. For beads
found, after praying to St. Authony, For the cure of toothache, after
applying the Badge. For improvement in the health of a mother.
For spiritual and temporal favours, For a Member being saved from
a sudden death. A Promoter, for a special favour for a father, after
prayers.to the S, H. and putting an intention in the box.
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DMONTREAL.—\ grateful family, for pupils received for two classes.
A Member, for a temporal favour. A Promoter, for a great favour,
through the intercession of the B. V. For the recovery of a lost article,
For relief obtained after a bad fall by applying the Badge. For many
spiritual favours. A Promoter, for ihe cure of a sprained wrist,
through the application of the Badge. For the safe return of a brother
For hearing from an uncle. For finding a lost letter, after praying to
St. Anthony. For finding beads. A Promoter, for spiritual favours
from St. Anthony. For the conversion of a young man, after having
a mass said in honour of St. Anthony. For spiritual favours, For
work secured for a friend. A Prowoter, for a special favour obtained
from the B. V., St. J. and St. Anthony. For the cure of an Associate.

NEWCASTLE, N. B.—~A Promoter, for many favours. Members, for
six favours. A Member, for spiritual and temporal favours,

NEW YOrRK.~TFor a person abstainin: entirely from drink for over
two months, after being recommended to the prayers of the League
for some time.

N1aGara FaLrs.--Three Members, for special favours. For a situa-
tion fora young man who was out of employment.

ORILLIA.—AD Associate, for the cure of a bad toothache by apply-
ing the Badge. For temporal and spirnual favours. Two, for a parrow
escape.

OSCEOLA.—A Memi.er, for a great favour granted the last day of the
year. For means to pay a debt, after praying to St J. A Member, for
relief from pain, after praying to St, J. and for the Souls in Purga-
tory.

OrTawa —A Promoter, for a very great favour duriug the month of
August. A Promoter, for the favourable settlement of a .awsuit, after
long and anxious prayers. An Associate. for a snm of money received
when in great need, A Promoter, fora great favour, through theinter-
cession of the B, V., St. ]., St. Anthony and the Souls in Purgatury.
For the renting of a house, after novenatothe B. V. A Promoter, for
a situation For s\?iritual and temporal favours, through the iuterces-
sion of the B. V., St. J. and St. Anthony. A Member, for mauy
favours. A Promoter, for success in an examiunation, through the
intercession of St. Anthopy.

PARIS, ONT.—For success in two examinations. For good health
for a family.

PENETANGUISHHNE.—AR Associate, for a great favour granted two
yearsago at Midnight Mass. For mauvy spiritual and temporal favours,
after praying to the B. V. and St. J, and promising to have a mass
sail ~ A Promoter, for a temporal tavour, after praying for the Souls
in Purgatory.

PORT CREDIT.—A Member, for the cure of a weak and painful wrist,
after praying the B. V. A Member, for a favour received, after praying
to the Souls in Purgatory. A Member, for employment, after praying
to the B. V. and St. J. A Member, for a successful operation, after
praying to the B. V. A Promoter, for relief from pain in the eye, after
praying to the B. V. and St. Anthony. A Member, for many spiritual
and tewmporal favours received during the year A Promoter, for
having made the Nine First Fridays.

QUEBRC.—A Member, for spiritual and temporal favours. An As-
sociate, for the resturution to health of a dear member of a family. A
Member, for the recovery of her mother from a serious illness without

o
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undergoing an opera’.onas was at first pronounced necessary, through
a novena to the 5. H. A Member, for the cure of a severe cough, after
making a novena. An Associate, for the cure of a sore eye, after ap-
plying the Badge. A Promoter, for the health and happiness of a
tamily ouce sorely afflicted. A Promoter, for an almost miraculous
escape from death. A Member, for the preservation of her sight. A
Promoter, for several sniritual and temporal favours.

RAWDON.—An Associate, for the sale of a farm, after having a mass
said in honour of the §. H. for the Souls in Purgatory and alms given
for bread in honour of St. Anthony.

RED IsLANDS, C. B —An Associate, for two temporal favours. An
g&gocmte, for a very great spiritual favour, after praying to Patron

aints,

ROCKWoOD.—For a favour. A Member, for a favour received, after
promising a mass for the Souls in Purgatory.

‘HST' EUSTACHE, P. Q.--A Member, for recovery from a painful
illness.

ST. JouN N. B.~-Two, for emplryment and means, Two, for
money obtained in time of need. ~ One, for success in studies. One
hundrea and eighty-two, for various spiritual and temporal favours.
_nS'r. Mary's, ONT.—For the recovery of a parent from a severe
illness.

SaND PoiNT.—A Member, for a very great favour, through the in-
tercession of the B. V. and St. Ann.

SIMCOE.—-An Associate, for having been cured of a very sore tongue,
by applying the Badge.

ST0c0.—-A Mewmber, for the cure of neuralgia in the head, through
St. Benedict's medal and crucifix, and prayers to good St Ann.

‘THOROLD.~-For many spiritual and temporal favours. Several,
through the intercession of St. J.

‘TORONTO.—A dember, for the recovery of a sick person, A
Member, for the cure of toothache, after applying the Badge. A
Member, for two good situations, through the intercession of the
Souls in Purgatory. For many temporal favours. A Member, for
spiritual favours received by lier son. For a temporal favour, For
employment. A Promoter, for two great temporal favours. A Pro-
moter, for a great blessing bestowed on a family. Fora favour,
through the prayers of the League. An Associate, for three favours, A
Community, for a very great favour.

WINDSOR MILLS.~~A Promoter, for temporal favours.

WOODSLEE.~~Ior the cure of « sore hand, after prayers said to the
S. H.

WooLER.—A Member, for a spiritual favour.

URGENT REQUESTS, for favours, both spiritual and temporal, have
been received from : Albertoa, P, E. I., Antigonish, Berlin, Chicago,
Desoronto, Edmonton, Glen Robertson, Hamilton, Kearney, Kingston,
Kinkora, Lindsay, London, Marysville, Moncton, Montreal, New-
castle, Okanagan Mission, B. C., Ottawa, Quebec, Rat Portage,
Seaforth, Seven Mile Bay, P. E. 1., Stocc, Ort., Sturgeon Fails, Ont.,
Tignish, P. E. 1., Toronto, Vanleek Hill. .
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Father Drive to the Editor of the Messenger

In the official letter of Reverend Father Drive, Deputy Director
Geueral, the explanations of the revised Statutes are very precise with
regard to the work confided to the Editors of the various Messengers
throughout the world. This part of the labour he has termed *‘ a most
noble one, ** and adds that it is **of such importance that 1he success,
spread and fruit of the whole work of the Apostleship depends o
thereon.

‘* Your Reverence,’’ he goes on to say *‘ will deserve well of the
Apostleship if you continue in the future to inform me from time to
time of everything that concerns the Apostleship, and draw my
attention to whatever might be likely to increase its growth and pros-
perity. N

‘“ You will, as heretofore, give out in the MESSENGER and explain
the General Iutention which shall have been chosen for every month.

“ As the offices of the General Direction (in France), if unaided,
would be unable to supply the demand coming from all parts of the
world for books, leaflets relating to the Apostleship, and the various
printed diplomas, your Reverence would do me u great favour by
continuing to attend to this work confided to you, with the same care
and diligence as hitherto,

 The MESSENGER of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is rightfully en-
titled to the name of Orgen of the Apostleship of Prayer, and of the .
Commanioa of Reparation as practised by its Associates. KR

‘¢ Having imparted to you this information, in virtue of my office, o
I take advantage of the occasion, with deepest gratitude, to offer your reed
Reverence many thanks for the zeal and earnestness with which youn c
have devoted your energies and your time to the service of this pious
Association. I hope that your Reverence will not only not abandon
the undertaking but that you will, with renewed energy, lend me
cheerfully whatever help you can through the instrumentality of the
MESSENGEF and the variety of other means already at your disposal
and so steadfastly strive to advance and propagate the work of the
Apostleship of Prayer. ”
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THE LEAGUE AT HOME

HASTINGS, ONT,, ]aﬁ. ‘27.——The:League, I ampleased to state,is )

flourishing here. We now have a membership of four hundred and
thirty-five. On Sunday, 13th of December, eighteen Promoters re-
ceived Crosses and Diplomas. Our Promoters now number thirty-onc.
‘We have also been able to place a most beautiful statue of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus in our Church, which was blessed on the Sunday after
Christmas. Our statue stands five feet high and is a very fine one.
THE SECRETARY.

RAT PORTAGE.—On October 1oth, 1895, a branch of the League of
the Sacred Heart was organized at Rat Portage by Rev. Father Cahill,
0. M.I. On that day the Rev. Rather, as director, enrolled one
hundred and ten members, Promoters were appointed with a presi-
dent and two vice-presidents.

Father Cahill, although attached to this parish, was then devoted
solely to missionary work among his beloved Indians. Doubtless his
manner of life, his dependence upon prayer and the sympathy of the
Sacred Heart, will in great measure account for his unflagging devo-
tion to the Apostleship of Prayer, the evthusiasm brought to the
cause, and the patience with which he bears any thing like half-hearted
efforts on the part of officers or members.

At Vespers, December 8th, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
after the procession of the School children through the Church, Rev.
Father Cahill, who is now parish priest of Rat Portage, after the read-
ing of the Act of Consecration, distributed Diplomas and Badges to
the officers and members of the League.

There is now a membership of one hundred ard eighty.

ALICIA ROBINSON, /¢s.

LONDON, ONT.~-THE Catkedral : The solemn renewal of the con-
secration to the Sacred Heart of the Promoters of the Holy League
was observed in the Cathedral, London, on Tuesday evening, De-
cember 8. Vespers were begun at 7.30, the celebrant being Rev
M. J. Tiernan. Seated in the sanetuary, besides the Director of the
League, Rev. Father Tobin, were : Revs, T. Noonan and P. McKeon.
His Lordship the Bishop was unavoidably absent.

Immediately before benediction of the Blessed Sacrament Reu
Father Tobin siated that as it is customary in all places where the
Holy League is established, to assemble the Promoters together, at
least once a year, to solemnly renew their consecration to the Divine
Heart of Jesus, and to place themselves in a special mauner under the
protection of His Blessed Mother, he thought no more fitting feast
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could be chosen for this purpose than that of to-day, when Holy
Church calls upon her children throughout the world to comme-
morate the Immaculate Conception, The Sacred Heart of Jesus
is inseparably united to that of His Blessed Hother ; but every
intelligent Catholic knows that there is a very great difference
between the divine honor which the faithful render to Jesus, and the
veneration and love which is paid to His Immaculate Mother. Be-
cause of the stainless purity of Mary, it is meet we should love, respect
and honor her, remembering that in proportion as we venerate her it
redounds to the honor of her Divine Son, Jesus Christ. The Church
teackes that the Blessed Virgin at the very moment of her conception,
by a special privilege of Almighty God, was preserved from every
stain or taint of original siu. This is what is meant by the Immacu-
late Conception. This favour of exemption from original sin was best-
owed upon Qur Lady, not from any merit of her own, but by a special
privilege of Almighty God, for His own wise purpose — in order to
prepare a fiting abode for His Divine Son. Reflection upon the Im-
maculate Couception leads us, naturally, to a consideration of the
mystery of the Nativity, the commemoration of which joyous festival
is now so near at hand. Before the coming of our Divine Redeemer
man was in a most deplorable condition, on account of the sin of our
first parents—even the very gates of heaven were closed against him.
Almighty God, had He so willed it, could have left maninthat miser-
able state. The angels committed only one sin, stillthey were hurled
into the very depthsof hell. Ye*. how mercifully God deals with us,

His creatures, who have committed chousands upon thousands of sius !
He so loved us that His own Divine Son became incarnate in order to
redeem and save us. And in many other countless ways has He shown
His enduring love for us, His creatures, most especially by His Real

Presence in the Holy Sacrameut of the Altar. It is to make open
prcfession of our thankfuluess to Jesus for all the graces and gifts
which Ie is continually bestowing upon an ungrateful world, as well
as to renew in a special mauner our consecration to His Sacred Heart,

that we are this evening publicly assembled on this the feast of the
Immaculate Conception.

At asign from the Director, the Promoters, with lighted tapers in
their hands, advanced to the altar-railing, and, led by Father Tobin,
slowly and solemnly read the Act of Consecration fo the Sacied Heart
of Jesus. The Rosary was then recited, while the Promoters remained
kneeling in a body until after the Benediction of the Blessed Sacra-
went.- -Catholic Record, Dec. 19.
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INTENTIONS FOR MARCH

RECOMMENDED TO THE PRAVERS OF THE HOLY LEAGUE BY
CANADIAN ASSOCIATES.

P » M. 17.~W.—S7. Parnick, Bp. Cons-

lﬁo:&}.’?gl“i@f’;‘&‘fﬁn‘{‘;‘;’&n‘éﬁ’ tan:g in faith. 19,055 Conversions to

—S Fail

e TS Ta s LoTe Pover BT — St ol of Jerusalem,
3.—W.—Adh_Wed. St. Canegunds. | S0y Ry bi- Teed inspirations.

Yout!
I.ovec!ushty. 13,743 Departed. .St i Spouso B. V. M.
4.—Th.—6t. Casimir, C. hi. Love | pioiarosr oot BaPy - 1688
0% Tady. 5 Soei, o 7 bistmt.pt. Honour St Joseoh

s.—F—HovLy Crowys or Toorss, st. —8.— ] 1. Pray
gt. Dosomepepance. 6,754 First Com- fof:;“fi,.sﬁ-ﬁ:%?ﬂ' Archane
munions.

21.—S.—St. Simeon, Bp. M. Retire-
4 6 —S.—St. Colette, V. Fidelity to | ment. 9.1(5 Missions.
aty. 1,506 Commanities. 22.—M.—St. Benedict, Ab. Pray for
~—SS. Perpotua and Comp., MM, | monks. #32Societies.
hnow God better. 15,140 Various. —Tw—St. Thuribins, Bp.C. God
8.—M.—St. John of God F. Comfort abovoall. 1,543 Parishes.
:nﬂ'crers. The Aembersof the League. 24,—W.—Tnx Howy Sugoun. Pray

—St. Frances, W. pi. Accept | for tho Jews. 53.371 Sioners.
God's mll. 11211 Employment. 5.—Th.—Axxoxenariox B. Vo M.

—Tho {l f Sebaste. | bt.gt.rt.mi.rt.si. Practise tho Ange-
Desea the 1okn. R e B R eats.

lus. 92,253 Pare,
31,—Th,-St. Thomas Aquinas, C. D. 6 —F.—Tar_Five “’ocxnv Pny
ht.r}. Studythe Bible. 57,%Go Children for students. 4,123 Religi
—~F.—~ Hotr Laxcr x\n Narws. 27.—S.—St. John D:maeene. CD.
Momfyynuxself. 107,663 Familics. Honour boly images. 1,474 Novices.

—S8. —S§t. Grerory. 1. P. D. gi.
Pr'gy for Missions. 9,1 .?.‘9 Pcrse\'eran%o.

x4.~S —BL Leonard and Comp., .\S\L

28.—S.—St. Jobn Capistran, C. Pray
forseamen. 1,91 Superiors.

29.—M.—8t. Eustzce, At. Pray for
Dc:pmt!:eworld. 9,410 R ino 4,395 Voeati
—M —St. l’nnzmus. M. Preparo o —Tu, —St. Zosimus, Bp. Trust
fcrdeuh. 3316 Spiritual Favours, God‘smercy. “Promoters.

26, —Tu. —St. Ueribert, Bp. Fear iL—W.—SLDmld.Memhmt. Saffer
sin. IS.LSJTemNruFa\-on*L williogly. Dircctors.

Waen the Solemnity 32 ferred, the Indul, are also tramsferred, cxoept
that of the oy Hour.

i_}’law Im:lp., a._ld Degree, 1=20d Devres; p=~FRFruard of Honoor and
Roman Ar ; h=Holy Hour; 1 —Boxa XMors; p=Promclers; r=

Rorary Sodclu‘y. o:?odah:y B. V.

Associstes may gain 100 days Indulgence for each zotion ofered for thess
Intentions.
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