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Money Matter
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Hackman’'s Package

Gene Hackman is the hardest-
working star in Hollywood, appearing
in five films in the last year alone. He’s
also the smartest-working. His films
are never less than good, and often

exceptional (MISSISSlppl Burning,

Hoosiers) due to his care in choosing
scripts and directors and his ability to
bring out the best in his co-stars. And
his own performances are never less
than excellent. That’s Gene Hackman:
dependable, hard-working, consis-
tent, and intelligent.

That description also works for
his latest film, The Package, an excit-
ing contemporary conspiracy thriller
-- and more than that, an insightful and
thought-provoking film about the
present-day rapporchment between
the U.S. and the Soviet Union.

Gene Hackman plays top-ser-
geant Gallagher, a career Army man
whose assignment at the film’s open-

ing is security at an epoch-making dis-
armament summit conference in East
Berlin. An American general is killed
in a security breach, and for punish-
ment he is sent back to the U.S. with a
"package” -- a military prisoner return-
ing for court-martial, played by
Tommy Lee Jones. Jones plays the
character with a shark’s toothy grin
and a sneering, cynical attitude which
provide the first clues that all is not
what it seems.

Gallagher loses his "package”,
and within a day is wanted for murder.
He calls upon his ex-wife, well-played
by Joanna Cassidy, for help, and soon
they are both on the run from a will-
organized and murderously ruthless
conspiracy, a conspiracy whose aim is
nothing less than the destruction of the
history-making disarmament agree-
ment.

The conspiracy is the brainchild

BY THOMAS PATTISON

of Soviet and American military
fanatics; their personal ideologies of
mistrust, violence, and
authoritarianism are similar enough
that they can easily co-operate to
eliminate a common threat: the threat
of peace. The film’s principal spokes-
man for this point of view is a cold-
blooded colonel specializing in covert
operations played by John Heard (Cat
People, After Hours, Big), a fine lead
actor presently reduced to supporting
roles.

As in all thrillers of this type, the
plot is cimplex, but it is never mislead-
ing or obscure, and no attentive viewer
will have trouble following it.

Hackman plays Gallagher as the
quintessially decent man, a career sol-
dier with the right mix of initiative,
courage, and sheer determination to
overcome the obstacles thrown in his
way. The character is no macho super-
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warrior; he is a whole person, with a
past and a future which is brought out
in his relationship with his ex-wife.
Joanna Cassidy, a sorely neglected
actress, is a perfect foil for Hackman;
the byplay between the two characters
is warm, knowing, and adult. Dennis
Franz (Detective Buntz from Hill
Street Blues) plays an old friend of
Hackman’s who agrees to become in-
volved in the highly dangerous plot.

In a refreshing change, these
three characters are all smart as their
experience should make them; and
when they escape ambush and un-
cover the conspiracy, it feels right and
realistic.

The film contains shootouts, a car
chase, and well-modulated tension
throughout. The director, Andrew
Davis, delivers a well-crafted piece of
entertainment which is both topical
and absorbing. The Package is now
playing at Cineplex Odeon’s Granville

" 7, Station Square, Park & Tilford, and

Coquitlam Cinemas.
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GUANGDONG MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT

IMPORT & EXPORT CORPORATION

FORMERLY:
CHINA NATIONAL MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT IMP. & EXP. CORP. GUANGDONG BRANCH

Address: 59 Zhan Qian Rd., Guangzhou, China. Tel: 661398, 662579 Cable: *EQUIMPEX’’ GUANGZHOU
Telex: 44426 EQUIM CN Fax: 020-677082

/

GUANGDONG MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT IMPORT & EXPORT CORPORATION is one of the foreign trade
corporations in China specializing in the import and export business of machinery, electrical equipment and instruments

and meters, and practising the integration of industry with trade. GDME mainly handles the following import and export

business:

Export business:

Machine tools and tools, heavy-duty and mining machinery, petro-chemical machinery and general-purpose
machinery hoisting, handling and construction machinery, food processing and packaging machinery, bearings and
basic components, electrical products, household electrical appliance, instruments and meters, complete sets of

equipment and complete projects, various special-purpose equipment

Import business:

Introduction of technology, cooperative production, joint ventures and import business of various machinery and

electrical equipment, instruments and meters, parts and components as well as raw materials.

GUANGZHOU LIGHT INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS
IMPORT & EXPORT (GROUP) CORPORATION

=3+ Keolie

BEMTE I XZREHLAORE A A
GUANGZHOU LIGHT INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS IMPORT & EXPORT (GROUP) CORPORATION

ADDRESS: NO. 87 THE BUND, GUANGZHOU, CHINA

TELEX: 44378 LECKB CN
FAX: 337697 TEL: 337522

“INDUSTRY"

CABLE:
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Van-China Travel Services Inc.,

TEL:(604)681-8531 st : 4487 223 3% 223 Keefer Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6A 1X6

9A 2 8

FE R IRBERTS
e T7A1588A128

BMEBALE

sgaM:TAIS58-8A128:9A238

ARGHE

Wit D A%k M BR - BE AT

Wit D A& BN AR kT
sagaf.7A128

Wit EFR - RH T
sEaak .

22

e 2 - B 31 RN AN

REASZEEE




Tt Lo abisinanaint S R i AR R s S i e i s i e SRL A AR s el i ek i culiy Fi gt g o Bt b ettt i s d UL it 4 e s ARG P IIE C, ELC NET U ONI A IAE y) bl g B

£65

6867 Ioqueadas 9T

(BBNH)
 HHNW T IRE
o 3 B AW HTH W T

o SN SR SN B E

o BB RS )RS

o BB 38 T B S QR B R WS
- BN NS> HE

Qv‘ ﬁ

3
-
-

1% & o WHANERMHS 1T o
c HINENERE >

¢ o MMEEENB M MFE

. o cKEEN MM > IIT

o RVl B S ROt BRIk XE S M FRE RS EEEREU
o FRLH BN BE FRH > (I T

BRI

Y

—Y¥\V¥E yy4+¥H




