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CANADA'S MINISTER •FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE

TO LEAD TRADE MISSION TO FINLAN D

International Trade Minister John C . Crosbie will lead
a trade mission to Finland May 26 to 29, 1990, to promote trade
and encourage closer economic ties between Canada and Finland .
The Minister will head a delegation of 11 senior executive
officers of Canadian.companies with specific interest in the
area .

Mr . Crosbie will meet with the Finnish Minister of
Foreign Trade, Pertti Salolainen, to discuss bilateral and
multilateral trade issues . The two ministers will sign
agreements on double taxation and air services, both designed to
develop closer ties between the two countries . There will also
be an exchange of letters concerning cooperation in the areas of
science and technology .

"I am looking forward to meeting with my counterpart in
Finland, particularly in light of the long working relationship
of our two countries in international bodies such as the United
Nations, the CSCE, and our more recent shared concern with the
Arctic environment," Mr . Crosbie said . "As northern neighbours
we have much in common as we share similar climate, geography and
economic resources . Our trade, in both directions, has been
steadily expanding in recent years . "

Companies on the trade mission, which was organized by
External Affairs and International Trade Canada as part of its
program of international trade development, represent areas where
significant opportunities exist . These include : environmental
technology, telecommunications, forestry and agri-products .
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Canadian firms represented on the mission include :

CANSTAR SPQRTS GROUP INC .
COMP ENG SERV LTD .
COMPUSULT LTD .
DEAN WITTER REYNOLDS (CANADA) INC .
FITZWRIGHT'COMPANY LTD .
INSTRUMAR LTD .
LOGO COMPUTER SYSTEM INC .
MACDONALD DETTWILER
NYGARD INTERNATIONAL
THE AUSTIN COMPANY LTD .
TRI-STAR INDUSTRIES LTD .
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For more information, media representatives should contact :
Media Relations Offic e
External Affairs and International Trade Canada
(613) 995-1874



CANADA - FINLAND TRADE AND ECONOMIC RELATION S

MEDIA BACRGROUNDE R

Finland is one'of Europe's most prosperous countries,
holding firm to its policy of neutrality, while it pursues close
economic ties with both East and West .

A democracy with a free market economy, it is one of
the largest countries in Europe with one of the smallest
populations .
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Canadian - Finnish economic relations have been
steadily expanding in recent years and total trade has been
increasing. Canada is now a favoured location for Finnish
overseas investment, ranking fifth in 1989 . Finnish companies
have an increasingly important presence in the Canadian economy .
More than 90 companies employ well over 6000 Canadians .

Canadian exports to Finland increased by 35 % in 1989 to
Cdn $255 million, according to Finnish statistics . Canada's main
exports are zinc ore, wood pulp and a growing variety of end
products and food products .

Finland's exports to Canada rose by 22% to Cdn $375
million in 1989 and included paper, wood and paper machinery,
stainless steel and end products .

Favourable expansion in the Finnish national economy
has occurred for 12 consecutive years at an average growth rate
of 3 .8 per cent annually . This fact combined with Finland's
special relationship with the USSR and the countries of Eastern
and Central Europe make it an excellent export market .

Export opportunities exist in Finland for Canada in
communications and informatics, sea, agriculture and food
products and consumer and defence products . Opportunities for
Canadian exporters to work with Finnish firms for sales to the
Soviet Union are good .

As a highly innovative OECD country with world class
technology in forestry,shipbuilding, metals, telecommunications,
electronics, informatics, consumer goods and construction,
Finland's economic wellbeing depends on keeping up with new
developments . Its similarity with the Canadian economy has
resulted in a keen interest in expanding scientific and
technology cooperation with Canada .


