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FOR TUE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

0N THE INSTITUCTION AND PRLPARATION
OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY,

Concluded from page 14,

II1. We may now proceed to consider
the third supposeable methiod of pre-
paring a gospel munistry :—that the in-
stitution of a particular order being or-
dained, its ranks might be left to be fil-
led up by such as should fortuitously be
found qualified, without having under-
gone any special trauung for the muns-
tenal office.

This method has undoubtedly the
sanction of the Apostles in the circum-
stances i which they were placed.—
They ordained clders in every city
where they planted a Clurch. The
men thus set apart to the sacred mi-
mstry—to be overseers of the flock—
could not have received much previous
preparation. They were, perhaps

most instances, men without leanung
but of good repute, and full of tuith
and of the holy Ghost. They enjuyed
however a pecubar advantage wilnch
the presentage 18 not vouchsafed, In
the laying on of the hauds of the Apos-
tles, those supernatural influences of the
Holy Spnt were imparted, through
whichthey obtained a clearer understan-
ding 1 spintual tiungs, and the power
of confinming by mnraculous signs the
truths which they dehvered. They
thus received, as it were, 2 divine ex-
temporancous preparation for the du-
ties of their office, to which we have no
warrant to expect any thing analogous
in these later ages of the Church. For
though the laying on of the hands of an
Apostle on the person previously ap-
proved, conferred not merely the title,
but all the requisite quabfications
for the mimstenal office; the laymng on
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of the hands of a Presbytery, among ue,
dloes by no means confer the same ad-
vantages. If the qualifications for the
cacred office have not been acquired by
the candidate for ordination beforchand,
they will not be imparted in this rite;—
and hence the peculiarnesessity among
us of a careful obscrvation of the apos-
tolical precept——‘Jay hands suddenly on
no man.”

But we cannot doubt, that it was long
the practice to ordain pastors, who had
not received any special literary educa-
tion, for the pastoral office. The cir-
cumstances of the Church and times
rendered this necessary. There were
no Christian Colleges to which candi-
dates for the ministry might repair for
instruction; and even, had these exist-
ed, it iz not probable that themajority of
such candidates could have afforded the
time and expenditure which a length-
ened collegiate education demands.—
The field, which is the world, reeded
labourers, and such were chosenas the
Church could supply,and the exigency
of the time required. When the alter-
native is, whether the gospel shall be
preached at all, or by men of very hum-
ble attainments, the course is obvious;—~
by all means let it be preached, DBetter
far that its precious truthsbe dissemi-
nated by the humblest instruments, and
in the most imperfect forms, than that
any portion of mankind should remain
in ignorance of the only way of salva-
tion. Upon this principle the founder
of one of the most zealous sects of the
present day, Mr. Wesley, defended lay
preaching, and the admission of men
into the ministry who bhad not enjoyed
theadvantages of a regulareducation.—
He was a man too acute, and too learn-
¢d himself to undervalue these advan-
tages; but he clearly perceived, at the
outset of his cvangelical labours,that the
learned were not likely to rally round
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his banner; and deeming that the low
state of religionin the Church of Eng-
land, and the suppression of evangelical
doctrine by a great majority of her
Clergy, warranted the employment of
such instruments as he could find to
supply their lack of service, he did not
hesitate to admit to the ministry, under
his superintendence, men of picty,
though possessed of little learning,—
His plain and forcible argument for
this step, if our memory serves us well,
was, that as, when we cannot enjoy the
advice of the regular practitioner in
medicine, we may call in the itinerant
vender,so when men are secking death
in the error of their ways, the exhorta-
tion of a pious, though illiterate man,
may be the means of reclaiming them,
Hence the origin of the Wesleyan plan
of afortuitous and itinerant ministry,
through which the gospel has been
preached in quarters that, but for it,
might have remained destitute; and a
system of foreign missionary operations
has been carried on—so extended, and
as we believe so efficient—as to call
forth the admiration and gratitude of
the Christianworld. We cannot there-
fore disapprove of the adoption of this
method in circumstances where nothing
better can be obtained.

It is nevertheless a8 a general system
attended with serious evils. Were no
provision made to educate men for the
work of the min‘strv—were it the rule
to select ministers promiscuously from
the Church, we mght often be unable
to induce the best qualified to enter the
sacred office. They might be so in-
volved 1n business as not to be able to
disentangle themselves; or the prospects
of temporal prosperity might be so fas-
cinating as to render them deaf to the
calls of the spiritually destitute; the
Church might thus be cast for the sup-
ply of its teachers, upon the idle, or the
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unsuceessful, who might carry the
stans and habits of the world into their
ministerial agency. Besides, it is only
in a comparatively few instances that
we could expect the competent quali-
fications in those who had not been
specially cducated for the ministerial
officc—cven estunating these by the
lowest standard, It will be admtted
that Ministers of the gospel should be
critically acquainted with their Bible, in
order to explain aright and enforce its
doctrines; this is scarcely attainable
without a knowledge of the languages
m whichit was oniginally composed,and
this skill in ancient lunguages cannot
be acquired without years of study. It
will be admitted that the teachers of
religion should be men of some crudi-
tion,—acquainted with the history of
ancient and modern times—at least so
far as it may illustrate the scripturcs,
—skilled mn the science of nature, and
every branch of philosophy that may
shed light on the constitution and des-
tiny of man, Nowit is only a small
progress which a student can make in
these various studics, even when his
time is wholly devoted to them. How
very superficial then must his acquire-
ment be who has bestowed on them
only a few random hours!—But farther,
it will be admitted that a minister
should be critically skilled in his native
tongue; that he should have words
promptly at command wherewith to
clothe the conceptions of his mind;
that he should possess the power of
combining his ideas in lucid and per-
suasive arrangement; that he should
be able to adapt hisinstiuctions to every
class of men, the learned and unlearned;
the polished and the rude; that he
should be well skilled in human nature,
to deal with its multifarious character
mnthe preaching of the gospel and the
government of the Church. These
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qualifications are not inborn; they
must be acquired; and such know little
of mentul lubour who suppose that they
canbe acquired ina day, orina few
leisure hourts, snatched from harassing
and laborious occupations. We admit
that much good may be sometimes done
by men who possess them in a very
limited degree,~just as the person who
has Jittle skill in mecdicine may occa-
sionally administer his few simples with
advantage,—and were such to confine
themselves to their proper sphere, they
might be esteemed useful vessels in the
sanctuary of God. But while we adinit
thut quacks may cure, we do not forget
that melancholy experience has also
shown that quackesmay kill; that, for
the most part, they ure very presump-
teous whetherthey intermeddle with
physic or divinity; that they are always
proncto go beyond the measure of
their knowledge; that they are generally
at enmity with those who are wiser
than themselves; and that aithough they
not unfrequently lead the multitude
captive, their pretensions have ever
been rejected by the enlightened; and
finally we may aver that so many dan-
gerous concomitants mustalwaysattend
those who embark in employments for
which theyarc not fi .y prepared, that
the certain evils flowing from any
system that tolerates it, will ever be
but poorly balanced by the precarious
and at best partial advantages.

IV. We are now prepared to examine
the last supposeable method of preparing
the Christian Ministry—that it may be
rendered the duty of those alrcady in-
vested with the office to raise up,by care-
ful and appropriatc training, thosc who
shall assist and succeed them: as pastors
and teachers.

Before proceeding to the illustration
of this topic, it may be proper briefly to
advert to ils bearing on the duty and
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welfare of the Church generally, as this
has been see forth by the Apostle Paul.—
#Who,"saith he,“gocth a warfureat any
time &t his own charges?’ If'the soldier
then does not go a warfare at his own
charge, but at the charge of the coun-
try which hedefends, surely that country
hasa right to require that he be skilled
and brave for thedefence he has underta-
ken.Every one knows how essential these
qualities are in armies, esnecially when
the enemy with whom they have to con-
tend is disciplined and brave; and hence,
in most nations, it has been deemed
necessary to make the art of war a pro-
tession, and to train up a portion of
the people for national defence. No
one would think of bringing into the
ticld a disorderly multitude against
regular troops, or of opposing the pea-
sant armed only with a pointed stick to
the horseman’s lance, or the savage
with the bow and arrow to the artillery
of modern war. So long as unjust
aggressions are made, and war isneces-
sary,armics must be trained to meet ar-
mies, and the country at whose charge
theyare supported,has a right to demand
that they be prepared for its defence;
that their officers be tried and skilful;
that the soldiers be equipped, united,
and valiant. Not only the government,
Lut every private citizen has a direct
concerninthis preparation. Hisproperty
his liberty, the safety of his family, his
lite,may all depend uponit; and although
the command and discipline of the army
belongs more immediately to its officers,
the nationat whose charge, and for
whose protection it is maintained, has
certainly a right to be assured,that skitl,
and erder, and valour prevail in it.
Now these observations are equally
applicable to the Church of Christ, in
relation to those who arc.chosen to in-
structand extend it, Itis 2 family,
community, a kingdom, One main
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reason for its union into one body is, that
it may more eftectually disseminate
revealed truth througliout the world.—
Thisisto be accomplished mainly by
its “pastors and teachers” of whom it
is declured “even so hath the Lord or-
duined,that they which preach the gos-
pel should live of thegospel.” But surely
if’ those who preach the gospel, have
thus a right to maintenance from the
Church, by the express appointment ol
its Divine lead, the Church, onits
part, has aright to be assured that they
are qualified for the duties of their of-
fice:—und if the training of a private
soldier, and far more of & commander,
requires care, and time, and national
legislation and expenditure, that hemay
be prepared toapply his physical strength
and military engines, for the defence of
his country; much more should the
education of the ministers of religion—
the order to whom is specially commit-
ted the noblest part~-the intellectual and
moral welt-being of the people-—obtain
the legislation,and care and expenditure
of the Church, that being skilled in the
word and doctrine, their people may be
thorouglly furnished unto every good
word and work! The whole Church is
as deeply concerned in this resuit, as
any state canbeinthe preservation of its
liberty. The question then that we are
now investigating is one of universal
interest; it has respect to the best
means of promoting the happiness of
man, and the glory of God; and we fail
inour duty to our brethren and the
world, if we do not bestow on it the at-
tention it merits.

It being conceded then, that since the
ministers of religion canaot pretend to
inspiration, and thata proper degree of
learning is necessary for their function
—itbecomes aquestion of high impor-
tance to determine what that degree is.
Now it may be affirmed—that this will
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greatly depend on the state of that so-
ciety in whichthey are called to labour.
Inthc uge of the Church immediately
succeeding the apostolic, only asmall
proportion of the people in uuy coun-
try conld read.  If the Christian minis-
teryin such an age, were only able to
read the scriptures in the vernacular
tongue, he had sofur an advantage over
the bulk of his auditory, and was able to
iustruct them., At a much later period
when Popish darkness began to over-
gpread the Churchynot only the body of
the people were not able to read, but
even multitudes of’ the priests were un-
uble.—At this period, nevertheless,
whatever learning remained was to be
found among the priesthood : henceto
read and write were then esteemed
clerical accomplishments, Now this
deplorable ignorance in the Clergy
might be tolerable in an age when even
Kings could not sign their own names,
and when the most powerful of their
barons had never even seen a book ora
pen ;a learned ministry for such Kings,
barons, and pecople, might not be very
necessary ; but a more improved state,
of society must evidently require higher
qualifications 1n its religious instruc-
tors.

It is proper to advert, in connection
with this state and era of the Church,
to the evils which resulted from such
ignorance in the priesthood.  During
this total cclipse of all learning the
corruptions of Popery were engender-
ed. The priests in general not being
able cither to read or write; & copies of
the scriptures being only to be found on
the most obscure shelves of libraries ;
the word of God ceased to be the guide
and standard of the Church, and doc-
trines were inculcated, and ceremonies
enjoined, and pretensions set up, which
never could have existed bad the Bibie
beenin general circulation. Let it be
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observed, that we ascrive the vworst of
those corruptions which deform the
Christianchurch to the ignorance,rather
than he wilful perversion of the privst-
houd.  They did not know when they
were misled and imposed on by their
ceelesiastical rules, becauge they had
not the scriptures to which they might
appeal, nor the learning necessary to
qualify them to make it, and henee
space was afforded for the growth of
that corrupt system, which has for many
ages enthralled Christendom,and which
is still perpetunted in those portions of
it,where the free use of the scriptures is
forbidden to the people—or where the
peoplebeing  denied instruction in the
art of reading, cannot peruse them.
Had the carly Chiristinng possessed the
ability of spreading the blessings of
education with the truths of the gospel,
or had the Roman Emperors when they
received the Christian priestiood under
their protection, been at the same time
duly solicitous for the education of their
subjects, we might almost venture to
assert that the stream of sacred truth
had then come down to us unpolluted.
But the school was not in that age
decmed an essential buttress of the
temple ; no provision was made for the
education of the people ; the priests,
originally not much their superiors,
sunk in process of time to their level,
and errors of the most pernicious and
inveterate description engrafted them-
selves on the system of revealed truth,
and now plead, and with many success-
fully, their antiquity, as a reason for
their continuance. Such melancholy
facts in the history of the Church may
serve to point out the general connec-
tion between an educated priesthood,
and an educated people. When the
people are well instructed,the standard
of qualification must rise among their
religious teachers. On the contrary,
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when the mass o' the people ure per-
mitted to remain uninstructed, there
will not be any necessity for a lugh cdu-
cation among their teachers, and thus
the ignorance of the one will re-act on
the ignorance ofthe other, and increase
and perpetuate the commonevil,  Since
the Protestant reformation, which be-
gon in the sixteenth century, this mu-
tual action and re-action of kn owledge
hetween the Clergy and laity, has been
productive of the highest advantoges.
‘The assailants of the corruptions of the
Romish Church could not advance a
step without an appeal to the scriptures;
stwas therefore necessary that copies
of these show! be numerous,and widely
circulated ; and that the people, for
whose benefit they were given, should
be taught to read them. To the one
exigence, we mainly ascribe the inven-
tion of the art of printing ; to the oth-
er, the general establishment of schools;
—and to the conjoined influence of
these results do we ascribe whatever
superiority the Protestant commumty
has attained over the Catholic. To
such facts do we appeal to demonstrate
the connection between learning pos-
sessed by the ministers of religion, and
education diffused among the mass of
the people, and how as it advances in
the one class, it must necessarily ad-
vance in the other.

Having thus cursorily glanced at this
connection, we may return to the ques-
tion, why, and in what degree, learning
is necessary to the christian ministry?
«Now it must be remembered, that
Christianity is an historical religion,
founded in facts which are related to
have passed, upon discourses which
were holden, and letters which were
written, in a remote age, and distant
country of the world, as well as under
a state of life and manners, and during
the prevalency of opinions, customs,
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and institutions, very untike any winch
arc found amongst mankind at present.
Moreover, this religion, having been
first published in the country of Judeu,
and being built upon the more ancient
religon of the Jews, is necessanly and
intunately connected with the sacred
writings, with the history and polity of'
that singular people ; to which must
be added, that the records of both reve-
lations are preserved in languages
winch have long ceased to be spokenn
any part of the world, Books which
come down to us from times so remote,
and under so many causes of unavoida-
ble obscurity, cannot, it is evident, be
understood without study and prepara-
tion. The languages must be learned.
The various writings which these vo-
lumes contain, must be carcfully com-
pared with one another and with them-
selves. What remains of contempora-
ry authors, or of authors connected
with the age, the country, orthe sub-
ject, of our Scriptures, must be perused
and consulted, in order to interpret
doubtful forms of speech, and to ex-
plain allusions which refer to objects
or usages that no longer exist. Above
all, the modes of expression, the habits
of reasoning and argumentation, which
were theninuse, and to which the dis-
courses even of ingpired teachers were
necessarily adapted,must be sufficiently
known, and can only be known at all by
a dueacquaintance with ancient litera-
ture. And lastly, to cstablish the ge-

nuineness and integrity of the canonical

Scriptures themselves, a series of tes-
timony, recognising the notoriety and

reception of these books, must be de-

duced from times near to those of their

first publication, down the succession

of ages through which they have been

transmitted to us. The qualifications

necessary for such researches demand,

it is confessed, a degree of leisure, and
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4 niflu Us vuucation, inconsistent with
the exercise of any other profession.”
These attamsnents thercfore are in
the highest degree necessary to the
Chnistan  Mimster, not only to qualfy
him for discharging Ins ordinary func-
tion of teaching, but for stopping the
mouth of the gainsayer, and mceting
any discyssion that may arisc among
Chrislian interpreters, who are always
entitled to appeal from the conmon ver-
nacular translation, to the inspired Au-
thor as he speaks in the original lan-
guage. DProtestants in their discussions
with each other concerning points de-
pending on critical construction of lan-
guage, are frequently obliged to make
tlus appeal ; but far more is it required
incombating with* Roman Catholic con-
troversialists, who are apt to charge our
English version of the scriptures with
inaccuracy, and to scek shelter for their
peculiar dogmas under some gloss, or
interpretation of their own, By such
appeal both parties refer to an acknow-
ledged authoritative standard. Farther,
itis the more necessary that skill in the
ancient languages should be requiredin
all Ministers of the gospel to preserve
the integrity of scripture translation.
Between the years 1472 and 1820, the
scriptures have been translated into forty
two of the modernlanguages of Europe.
Within a later period the whole, or parts
of them, have been translated into forty
of the languages, or dialects, of Asia,
and into eightof the Indian languagesof
North America ;—and relying on the

$These statements must he received with some
himitation, inso far as they respect the Romish
Church. Some doctors of that communion, as-
sert that the Vulgate or Latin translation, s not
only superior to all other transtations,but even to
the Greek text ftself, in those places where they
disagree. Such assertions, however, do the more
confitm the general argument for the necessity of
skilt in the ancient languages, in order to the
right interpretstion of the sacred scriptures, and
the defence of true Christian doctrine. Ifit be
alleged that there are corruptions in the text,the
greater critical skill is ded for their di Y
and emendation.

S

sure predictions of God, welook furward
to the time, when all the words of this
Book shall be translated into every lan-
guage under Heaven. Now, itmustbe
deemed a designed arrangement of that
wise Providencewhich watches overall
the interests of the Church, that the
onginal languagesin whichthe inspired
books were wntten, have acquired a
permanent and universal character, from
the circumstance,that they have so long
ccased to have place among the living
and spoken languages of the world.—
Therr literature, whether sacred or pro-
fane, can now undergo no change.—
What they were twothousand years a-
go, or more, they are now ; and the sa-
cred records which have been handed
down to us, in the words which Moses,
and David,and Isaiah spoke,and inwhich
the Apostles of our Lord announcedthe
glad tidings of great joy, will descend
to the latest geuerations unchanged and
imperishable. The interpreters of the
faith in every nation will appeal to their
authoritative voice. Every new trans-
lation will be cumpared with, and made
from, the original, and thus the Church
Universal will maintain her adherenceto
the same form of sound words ; and the
pure light of heavenly truth will not be
dimmed or refracted by its varied trans-
mission through the coarse and imper-
fect vehicles of thought,which prevail in
this many-tongued earth. May we not
infer from all these premises, that it is
the design of the Head of the Church,
that those who are chosen to be the in-
struments of disseminating revealed
truth, should be acquainted with the o-
riginal languages in which it was writ-
ten, that they may know to present a
fair copy ofit tothose among whom they
labour.

Nowifit be conceded that thisdegree
of learning is necessary for & Christian
Minister, and it will at least be univer-



-

sally conceded that it is desirable—a
question arises, witen is the proper time
for acquiring it 7 Scveral years must
be consumed in the attainment. At
what period, then, ought the study to
commence 2 When the Minister is a-
Louttocenter on the seencof active duty?
Sarely not ; forthe qualitication ot which
we are speaking constitutes the antece-
dent preparation, and men do not usu-
2Hy, and cannot hionestly, enter upon an
office until they are prepared. Does the
roldier delay the exercise of arms till e
cainesinto the field of battle? No-—he
fins had wmonths or years of previous
training cre he enters upon actual war-
fare.  Inlikemanner the Christian Mi-
nistermust be preparedtoteach betorehe
enters upon the ofiice of teaching ; und
if thispreparation requires many yearsjit
must begin carly, that he may be ready
to enter onactual mimsterial duty with
the comnencing maturity of life. At
his conclusion, then, we have fairly ar-
rived ;—that itis desirable, and asapart
of a general system necessary, that they
who are destined to be the teachers of
mankind in revealed truth—the Lighest
and most importantbranch of knowledge
—should be led carly into a course of
preparation; their youthiful studiesought
to bedirccted to this end by these who
have the charge of their education ; the
concern and the prayers of believing
parents should be early bestowed upon
them ; they should be early received
under the special superintendence and
dircction of the Church ; their learning,
their mental habits, their moral charac-
ter, should all be shaped with a parti-
cularreferenceto their future duties and
uscfulness ; they should receive from
the moment that they are capable of it,
all that careful culture appropriate to
those who are destired to be the lights
and teachersof mankind.  According to
these views, we devolve the duty of
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preparing a Christian Mmiztry primanly
upon Christian parents:—and we say in
elteci—that it isin the nursery, and a-
rond the domestic hearth,and amidst the
dear relationships of & Christian home,
as much as in schools and colleges, that
thoze who shall serve at the altar of our
Gud must be prepared.  We declare it
to be the duty of parents who receive
their children from God, and whose cir-
cutmstances admit of the oblation, to vow
respecting a child, as did the holy mo-
ther of Samuel— 1 will give him unio
the Lord all the days of hus life 7 and
surely, if an officecmaybecome an object
of honourableambition, on account of its
bearing on the improvement and welfare
of the human race, this office may law-
fully be desired by uparent for a child,
and whatever hazard may attend the
wish, or whatever uncertainty may rest
on the exccution of the purpose, itis
good that it should exist in the bosom
of one who belicves the gospel to be to
himself; and to the world, “tho onething
needful.”

Weare not unaware of the objections
that arc sometimes urged against the
practice of designing young men to the
ministerial office before they themselves
have formed any predilection for it In-
stead of deserving commendation, some
allege that it merits blame and censure.
But how unrcasounable is such censure ?
1t is not thought wrong that parents
should destine their children from very
carly life to some particular profession,
and to direct their preparation for it.—
They say of oneson that he is designed
for a handicraft ; of another that he
shall go abroad in pursuit of commerce;
of another that he shall be a Jawyer or
physician ; and according to these seve-
ral anticipations will be the carly train-
ing of the youth. Now; if there be no-
thing censurable in this, wherein is it
wrong, for a christian parent to say—
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] destine this my soniit'such shalit : the
willof God, to be apreacher of that gos-
pel on which my own dearest opes rest,
and T shudl train him up for the ser-
vice of the sanctuary.” I s true this
purpose may be frustrated : inthe vro-
aress of education something vnenituble
to the szered office in theboy's capacity
or character may be developed ; e may
turnout a boy of dull parts, or of an ir-
veligioustamper ; but there was nothing
bluneable in the parent’s original pur-
pose; nay, it waspraiseworthy, zlthough
inthe end unfulfilled.  Ifthe hopes of a
parent, or of the Church, should thus
soinciimes be blighted by theincapacity
or mizconduct ot those who were in-
tended for its services—if we shouid
sometimes ¢¢ sow many seeds to raise
one flower’—this rather furnishes an
argument for the system which directs
the carly education of many for the sa-
cred office,that from the multitude those
way finally be selected, who shall be
best qualified for its daties. We are
further encouraged to this practice from
the well known efiect of education upon
the mind. This forms its habits. When
a youth has been for years devoted to
the contemplation of truth, and the ob-
servance of spiritval exercises, and the
acquisition of <kill forinvestiyation, rea-
soning aad persuasion, we way surely
hope that hic will be greatly superiorto
such as have never enjoyed these advan-
tages, and better qualitied asan Awbas-
sador of Christ ¢ to perstade men to be
reconciled to God’— to hecoire all
thizgs to all men that ke wmay gain the
more.”

Andif in every age of the Church
some cducational preparation for the
ministry has been deented necessary, @
tar higher degree is de.nandedin ourday.
when general knowledge is s widely
v]iﬂ'us;:;l, at least among the better clas-
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ses.  Numerows printed treatisox, illus-
trating the seriptures, and practical re-
ligion, are inthe hands of many, and
within the reach of all,  "The hinprove-
ment thence arising, requires a corres-
ponding advanee in the ministiztions of
the Christianpa-tor,  T'o be interesting
and profitable to his fiock, his instruc-
tions must take x wider raveeand strike
albigiher tore. Men are not now so pas-
sive and credalous, as they were wont
to be in ruder states of scciety, and he
who wounld cfiectunlly cnlighten and
persuade. must pot only 2ssign satisfac-
tory reasons, but also preseut them in
the most attractive forms. This will
maiie kigher demands on the abilities
and diligesice of the teacher.  Desides,
as Christian society advances in know-
ledge and refinement, it will bzcome
more exact and fustidious. It will re-
quire that public instruction be more
carelully prepared, and set forth with
that accuracy of order und strle, which
shall e agreeable to correct tastes and
caltivated understandings,  To provent,
therelore, the sacred office from falling
into disrepute andinutility, from the in-
competence of those who fill if, its
teachers st keep far in advanceof the
improvement of their age, aud be quali-
Led to assict and direct it

Ve might now proceed to consider
the acadeaical and collegiate means re-
witisite to ministerial preparation ; bat
weare adiornished to bring these ob-
servations o 2 clove for the prosent :
and this we mox do 3y insisting on a
point furmerly advaneed, that the duty
of proparing the Christian Ministry is
one inwhich Christian patents ought to
bz most deenly  concerned, since, from
it the funilies of the Church, its
future pasto.s aud teachers wust be
raised ep.  The Priestivod is not now.
as it was under the Mosale Economy,
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Jimited to one family or tribe. Under
the Christian Economy it is leit opento
all familics, and all deorees, to prepare
their sous for the edification of the
Church, and the evangelization of the
world, Nor can we regard that family,
or community, as in o sound spiritual
state,or sufficiently afive to the Redeem-
et’s glory, and the best interests of man-
Lind, which are totaily indificrent in this
matter. For while we holdit to beright
and necessary, that the greai mejority of
our young men should be trained upand
devoted to the scesluritics of life, we
hold it to be no less cortainly right,that
a due proportion of them should betrain-
ed up and devoicd to its spiritunlities.—
We admit that agriculture must haveits
labourers 5 and the depariment of the
mechanic arts must have its lebourers
and commeree must have its labourers
and that these, mingled in due propor-
tions, are essential to the temporal pros-
perity of the commonwenkh. Bat we
hcld it to bea thing no less essential,
that edueation, and the professions of
law and medicine, must have their la-
nourers,and religrion not less than these;
and that cach must be mingled in due
proporiion with thie generel moss, lor
the particular purposes for which these
respective  professions are necessaiy;
and we should regard it asa lamentatle
defect inany Chrisiian nationy ik when
five thousand pastors were wanied to
watchoveritsspiritunlinterestgiivehan.
dredwerenotto belcind. Suchastaleol
things would be an evidence of most eri-
mainal carclessioss onthepartef parents,
the Chwrel, and the whiole commanity;
and woukl, if not rectified, speedily in-
duce ignorance, irrciigion, moral de-
Lasement, and other inseparable evils of
enarmous taegritude.  IHow much kap-
pier wouldit be, to behold a community,
while active and prosperons in ali secu-
*or puraniio, wiso mindful of the things

3
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perteining to another woild, on whick
the present busy generation must soon
enter ! Ilow much more would it e-
virice a consciousness of their high des-
tiny, did the multiude, who are chained
+o the our and deudgeries of a life has-
iening toan cud, remember the prepa-
ration befitting the hie tocome, and pro--
vide for themseives « feliow-helpers to
the trath,” peradventure from among
their own beloved bmdred.  We might
then hope to sce every village of the
land sead forth one of the mout hopeful
of'ite s01s ta be prepared for iaking part
in this Miniatey, ond to ascist herealten
by his spisitual enunzel, those who have
watched over his progress with their
afiection, end their prayers.

Tiis desivable state of things in a2
commarity, it which & due proportion
of its people shall be devoted to intel-
lectual and sprritual avocations, may a-
rise from two causes : first, when these
avocations are the road to wealth and
fane s ov, sccondiy, when there prevails
in great numbers the solemn conviction
that they owe suci a testimony of gra-
titude to theGad of all gracesas the spe-
cial conzacration of their sonsto theser-
vice of 1fis Altar.  If the Caurch could
Py parents with such an argument as
this : by devoting your sonto the Mi-
nistry yeawill not only obtzinau ample
return for yvour expenditure upon kis e-
ducation, but vou will put him ina sure
wzy of ehunining an honourable and lu-
crative efffice—thore wonld be no lack of
candidates.  Hvery village would send
them forth, and without much anxvious
anquiny inlo (cir talenls or picty, ma-
ny params wouki bring their senstoth

altan, thad they miziteat 2 morsel of

brozd.,  This, howeves, wouldbe asure
and

and crusingl consequeonce ; it would
ceeuwlarize the Pricsthood, andconsume
the spinit of gennine piety from the Jand.
Butit wonld serve to exhibit the fact,
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«f which indeed we Liave alveady too a-
bundant evidence, that imultitudes, even
in their reiigion, havetae world m view:
and to tiseinywhen religon is stripped of
golden charms, she has little else toat.
tract and engage their active exertions
i hier favour, No truly pisus nund can
wish to see tie Lord's vineyard supplicd
withlabourers on these tenms ; for then
it weuld no longer be o scene ivveste

with pecolizr sanctity and clevation, in
whicl: the secularism of the werld dwin.
dles into nothing i the nresence of ob-
Jects of a purer nature, and surpassing
value.—But.secondly,the Cherch might
be sufiiciently supphed with ministerial
candidates, were o deep fecling of the
cternal value of the goszel to prevail a-
mong Christian parents.  Frem lively
grautude on account of theinestimable
blessings which they themsclves derive
from it,{romanardent desire that others
may parlicipate in tie same blessings,
they might fee! it to be a duty to briag
into the sanctuary of Gad one of their
children, to serve beforethie Lord all the
days of nis life.  We have thear these
two motives wingh m: uwee pa-
vents in a Christian community o edu-
cate their children for the sacred office;
numely, on one hand, a desice of obisin.
ing for thom a comzetens diving 1 on
the othen the nobke de.ire of providing
roppers for the fiehiin which are gari-
cred inueortal souis, e one molive,
existing vrmodiicd und lone is mest
hizmeabdle, inaziuen as it regardsthe
saered office in no olher Jinlt thraa se-
caiar calling, andistemperal advante-
gres its chief attractien ; the other mo-
tive, in so {ur as the Christion parent is
concerned, i most praiseworthy, inas-
much as it overlooks wll meaner consi-
derations, and secks only to express its
own grateful emotions to the Lord o!
life, by providing ansgent to advance
his kingdorr. From sach 2 mothe.

Y
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therefore, ought the Ciiristian parent to
et in the dedication of his son to the
senvice of the aliar, and nuthing short of
this should ever lcad him to destine a
cLild of his to an ofiice in which the res-
poasibilities are so momentous,

I conelusion, let it be observed that
tie subject now exmmined is of high
practical importunce to the Church. It
15 the duty of'its members to know what
ageney Christ has appointed to Cisse-
mnete s gospel throngloat the world,
for on them is devulved the ruising vp
and wudntepance of this agency. A
mistuiie here is prognant with the most
alarming conzequences o the cause of
religion, We must Liow how to detect
the enthusizsm which pretendsto inspi-
ration; to expose e presuinpition which
selsup its own orude fancies n oppesi-
tion to sober reason end the oracles of
God; to dizcover amonz the various
plans et to our discretion, that which
shall be most eliicicnt to promote the
caurcot'truth,  If'the opinion ever find
faveur, that it is of litdle importance
whiat the qualificitions of the Ministers
of reiision be ; thut the discoveries of
the book of God are so trivizl that any
ore way untekl them ; that itis a2 mat-
ter of sinzll moment whetlhier those who
siall conduct the services of the sanc-
tuary in the next generslion, be mon off
rarrew and unenitivated minds, orlozian-
ed iz ail the science of the age—conge-
quences the most dizastrous cannot fiil
o ensue,  Were such sentiments to
prevail in this Province, when every
iing yot remains to be done for esta-
blishing schouls and universities from
which the Church may draw hersupplics
ol qualified teachers, wenight fear thet
they naver would Le established in any
proper cificicncy—and that our descen-
dants might yei relapseinto heathenism
and barbarity, were it not for some gui-
ding light that might be borrewed from
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surrounting communities more happily
disposcd.  Observe, then, whether right
views on this subject will counduct the
Christians of the land, It williead them
10 use every effort to procure the cn-
dowment of schools an:! universities.—

¢ will lead the Church to watch over
the education of young men of taients
and piety,who may occupy the place of
the present race of Minisiors,when they
are removed from this scere of their la-
bours. It will awaken the desire in the
bosom of Christian parentsthat Godmay
dispose their children to be co-work-
ers with himself in the redemptionof the
world, and cause their education to be
carlydirected to that end.  Thaszunder
the divine superintendence of the Son
of God, may instruments he raised up to
hasten on the predicted period of the
universal triumph of his kingdom of
truth and righteousness.

N. M.

HINTS ON EDUCATION.

Itisnottobr  bted thatmeasures,both
largelyaflecc.  lhepresent condition of
educationin this province,and operating
extensively on its future interests, will
speedily be carried through the legista-
ture. Decisive legislation on this, and
many other matters, is a duty which our
public men begin to find imperative.

The tentative and cxperimential pro-
ceedings that were suited to our infant
character, when we wereecattered dwel-
lers in a wilderness, can have wo Jonger
place, now, that we have taken posses-
s'onoftheland,and are consolidating into
a people of' a permanent and distinctive
character.

The measures we miey adopt in the
cra which is just opening on us—or in-
deed our neglecting to adopt any mea-
sures—must very grcatl_v influence our
future destinics—the destinies of many
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millions.  Of these measures we maj
safely assert, that there are very few
that can produce so great and perma-
nent an influence as those which may
have place with regard to education.
Qur readers thereforr, we are persua-
ded, will not think we  misemploy their
time or our own, by devoling a portivi
of it to the endeavouring todiscover the
geueral course of legislation on this
watter, which an enlarged view of its
various bearings, would scem to point
out, as most suitable to the circumstan-
ces of Upper Canada. We approach
the subject with a deep fecling of its
importance. In the firstplace, we would
speak chiefly of that education which is
esteemed and termed, a good—a liberal
education.

With the feclings we have on the
matter, we will not setabout 2 length-
cned argument on the paramount im-
portance of cducation in general both
to the man and to the state. This will
be generally granted. With the excep-
tion of the hopes and feclings which re-
ligion inspires, education is indeed the
only acquisition a man makes which can
be said tobercally his, Wealth,reputa-
tion, all other goods, are, as it were, ex-
ternal :~this penetrates and moulds
his very being. It makes the man. He
may be stripped of every other posses-
sion ke may have acquired, but he can-
not be deprived of this; and with it, he
is respeciable, and has the means of
becoming wealthy and influential. It
is the same with a state. The real
spring of its greatness liesin the ener-
gies which the moral, intellectual, and
industrious training that its inhabitants
have received, endow them with. While
those remain to it, it defies calamity,
repelling disaster ; or if struck down
for a moment by some uncxpected evils
rising to its forincr prosperily and
power.
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But while the great importance of ed- | the woods, they did mght w hecpmg

ucation in the abstract, is too gencrally ; thewr at home.

admitted to require discussion, there
will be found to be considerable diver-
sity of opinion, and, we think, no little
misapprehension, concerning the proper
standard of education for 2 country,and
the order of institutions which ought to
be cstablished in it, There is, we
think, on this continent especially, a
tendeney to fix the scale of the institu-
tions devoted even to what is termed a
liberal education, by much too luw;
procecding from considerations which
are termed practical, but which are in
reality, superficial, and unsound. Most
people are disposed to reason in such
away as this, What, supposing my
wishes unrestrained by deficiency in
means— what would I wish a son
of mine to learn? These limits must
mark out what I conscientiously believe
to be for the advantage of youth in ge-
neral, and all beyond them is to bere-
garded as unprofitable.—~Now we hold
that his hasty yjump at this conclusion,in
all probability, leads into a very serious
error. For, the education which may
be fitting him to give a son, instead of
regulating the education of the society
of which he is 2 member, must ina great
degree be regulated by it.

Man is so dependent on his fellows,
that the additions which education may
make to his happiness or his power are,
in a great degree, limited by the at-
tainments of thosc among whom he is
pleccd. Hence one may casily be over-
educated for the sphere.in which he is
to move. The reader probably recol-
lects thestory of the young Indians
who were sentto college, and whom on
their return, their friends declared the
wchife men had ruined. They were nei-
ther hunters, nor fishers, or cver liketo
become so.  They sent none back; and
while they remaiued merc savages of

A man whose intelleet
scicnce hag clesated, and wlhose taste
literature has refined, is alinost as nuich
out of place, in some situations, as i
learned savage in the woods. Bui
though it is an casy matter for a man
to be over-cducated, we hold that it is
impossible for a nation to be =se, be-
cause unlike the individual, it it sur-
pass other nations, its course, instead
of being impeded by the circumns:ance,
will only be the brighter and more tri-
umphant. There are nut therefore, as
we conceive, any other bounds to the
extent of the means which the legislator
ought to provide for the cultivation of
literature and the sciences, than thosc
arising from the want of the funds ne-
cessary for providing for them, or the
want of the inclination to take advantage
of them. Asman’s happiness and great-
ness spring from, and depend upon, the
petfection of his moral and intellectual
nature, the more completely their prin-
ciplesare expanded—the more fully they
are claborated— the greater and the
happier he must be. Search the whole
world round and see, if, in countries
possessitg equal territorial advantages,
the rank which each holds in the scale
of nations be not pretty accurately
marked by the scale of learning and
sciencein it, and the more or less fiou-
rishing condition of its academic insti-
tutions. The cultivation of every study
indeed, calling into action the percep-
tive, the intellectual, or the moral pow-
crs, is an addition to the healthy energy
of the man, and must ultimately be felt
by him as a source ofnew pleasure,new
power, or new fame. As for the plea-
sures springing from national literature
and scicnce in an age, where at least
such fruits of these, as aremost casily
plucked, are so generally relished, it is
surcly ncedless to enlarge on them, As
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for the power.—From whence, we may
ask has modern national power flowed?
What source, for instance, supplied the
energies that rendered the men of our
own listle island,the arbiters of the desti-
nies of Burope, and have put the wide
world within the grasp of their Empire?
Science—the respouses she gave toa
Newéon, & Wait, an Arkwright or a
Dary. In the path she has held so tri-
umphantly, all lands, and. those espe-
cially which her sons inhabit, may fol-
low. It were fuolish vanityin a father to
malke his son a student, in the expecta-
tion that he would become a discoverer.
"This is a fortune that can only happen
to one of athousand of the votaries of
science, But when science is easily
pursued by thousands, it is certain, that
the exertions of many will be rewarded
by the discovery of valuable truths.-—
Then as for fame, and a place amongst
nations, what, we would demand, ren-
ders a people so illustrious as genius?
Could Englend summon from the slum-
bers of thetombthause of her sons whose
achievements might most draw the ob-
servant eye of the nations upon them-
selves and her, who.would be marshall-
ed before us? The doubtful glories of
her Edwards, her Henrys, or even her
Richard of the lion heart, might fear
to meet the searching noon day beam;
but the august forms of aacon,a New-
ton, a Milton, could they revisit us,
would claim the reverential regard ot
every people, and a general Hail! burs-
ting from the universel earth, would
proclaim them the acknowlédged ben-
efactors of their kind.

It is, indeed, among the most pleasing
features of the age,that the glory which
is immediately reaped by deeds of mere
violence and physical hardihood, -or
which was once so largely reflected by
them on the remote descendants of
those who hadachieved them, burns not
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brighter, nay actually pales before, the
calm triumphs that burst on the ardent
student in his solitary chamber. In
Burope, the titled descendant of ancient
heroes and monarchs, and he who has
himself glanced the proud eye of a con-
queror over many a battle plain, may
be seen grasping the hand, as of an
equal, of the peasant’s son, whose sgole
claims to distinction rest on his success-
ful prosecution of science,or of literature,
and honours and emoluments are shared
between the two. A new order, a fresh
element, in the political constitution,
appears, and the lofty position, to which
at one time the happy daring of the
warriory or the successful craft of the
politician, alone led, as these lose their
supremacy in the public eye; is ascen-
ded by men looking on mankind with
a kindlier aspect, and to exercise, we
may surely trust, a more beneficent
influenice over their fortunes. 1In the
place of the old nobility of steel and
parchment,a new nobility—the nobility
of genius and science,comes forward to
occupy & far more conspicuous and
permanent niche in the Temple of
Fame.

Are literature and science to possess
aninfluence,or hold a place such as they
merit in this new world? The question
is important. It is imporiant consider-
ed with reference to the general pro-
gress of science and literature~of hu-
man knowledge, power, and happiness.
It is to this progress that the new na-
tions of these fresh regions,in truth,owe
their very existence. In turn, it ought
to be urged on by the energies to which
it has given birth. Were it not so, were
they, instead of communicating increa-
sed vigour, to hang like & dead weight
upon it, it would augur ill for the suc-
cess of & cause inseparably cotnected
with the best interests of humanity, It

is important considered in reference ex-
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clusively to themsclves, fo the condition
of their political existence, 'i'ie main
occupation of the inhabitants of North
America has hitherto been Agriculture,
—to change the forest to the field has
been their business. Sucha state im-
plies great and cvident independence
and equality.  The conlition, feelings,
pursuite, of the great mass of the mem-
bers of each separatc community are
gimilar ¢ there is scarce any thing in
their relative position to give real cause
for mutueal jealousies and fears. Nei-
ther in this state, where cach communi-
ty is fully occupied with its operations,
against a common opponcnt—the prime-
valforest—would there seem muchrea-
ronfor theirfalling out with oneanother,
But this first slage in the existence of
the Anglo-American population is pas-
sing away. Insteadof the simplicity of
a purely agricultural population, we see,
to the south of us, manufacturers, mer-
chants, capitalists, men of wealth, and
having the habits and feelings which it
produces; we sce, beneath them, nu-
merous classes of operatives, mecha-
pics,labourers,living solely by thelabour
of their hands, and scarcely hoping to
rise above this condition ; we sce the
different statesof the confederacy avow-
ing that they stand opposed to cach o-
ther as states—that sectional feelings
divide theta—in short,we see vast rivzl,
apposing, conflicting interests springing
up, the strife betweea which already
disturbs, and must goon convulse the
union. The days which we see advan-
cing upon others, we may assure our-
selves must come tous, Tha popula-
tion of Upper Canada must, at no dis-
tant period, forma great people, The
position of ouz territory, in the centre of
the fresh water scas of the continent, its
fertility, its salubrity, assure us of this.
But our greatness will not be—great-
ness mever wes—without ite price,.—
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ilere too, as m all communities that
have hitherto existed, there will be jea-
Jousies ard contentions heiween oppo-
sing clans, contests with ambitions
neighbeurs.  If already, when cur po-
pulation is s cattered,whea pokticad men-
sures Co not sensibly affect individual
inierests, the demon of political discord
possesses, distuths, shales our frame,
what is to be exy. ected when the strife
of parties will have adied toity &
cuieray which real, tangible and nmapor-
tant individual interests excite—all the
1chemence enkindled by crowded muiti-
tudes, when cach man's pascions inflame,
andarein tern inflamed by contact. As-
surcdly there must be astrife—the prin-
ciples of good and cvil, that mingle in
mav'’s imperfect nature must here too
meet cnd contend for victory. We
would not be prophets of evil ; but we
cannot shut our eyes to the fact that a
contest nwaits ug, nor tothe trath, that
to give the mastery to the side of right
feelings and principles, they will have
tocall intoaction cvery power thatought
to be ranged with them. Of these—of
opponents of injustice wherever it may
appear—of championsofthe right what-
cverit may be—science and literature,
stand in the foremost rank ;the one in-
fusing into the spirit of the age, a love
of universaltruth, the other of universal
peace ; and uniting to lift the soul
over the paltry personal intcrests
and passions of the mcement, to con-
sider the bearing of political questions
on the whole course of affairs, and their
influence on the general well-being of
the state.

But though we think it all important
that learning 2nd philosophy should find
a real home on thiscontinent,and spread
their vivifying and health.giving influ-
ences over the whole Jand, and though
we trust that they willdo so, we confess
that it is rather from our confidence in

:l
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the ceneral progress of human know-
ledaeand happiness, than fromany thing
in the general aspect of affairs, that we
come to so comnfortable a conclusion,
fHitherto, the melancholy truth is, that
they haveonly glanced on us from afar;
they have not dwelt with us ; they have
not been sought for themselves but as
helpers on to something else,as auxiliaries
in the chase of competence, or wealth,
ar nalitical pawer,  Itis not necessary
tor us to seckto trace the causes which
have contributed to produce so sad a
defect among our brethren south of the
boundary line, to whom of course our
observations mainly refer. The exist-
cnce will, we believe, be granted by all
competent and candid judges, and a-
mong them, by many of themselves. It
is neceasary, however, that we should
keep our eye on it, because, our situa-
tion is in many respects so similar, that
we may with reason dread any evils
which we see have befallen them. But
if, Anglo-Americans as they are, we
resemble them, and must do so,in much,
luckily we do not do so in 2ll. Our poli-
tical existence has, we trust, had its
commencement under happier auspices,
and may look forward to a brighter
course.

A glorious prospect, indecd, openson
this side to the Canadian Legislator,
whose eye is able to take in the whole
compass of it. If' his intellectual ken
<zn stretch but over a few generations,
he sees a great country, 2 multitudinous
people, before him, whose social exist-
ence receives its distinctive form from
his hands, and whose social movements
are regulated by impulses which he has
impresscd, while, on either hand, is a
mighty nation—a mother and a daugh-
ter~both as anxious for the result, both
offering their experience, and one her
hearty co-operation, in aid of his best
endeavours. Wouldthat hemightriseto
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a sense of the dignity, of the responsibili-
ty, of'the position he holds.

But it is time to ask, whatkas hedone
—what ought he to doin the jmportant
matteron hand?  How has he used the
resources entrusted to him for the pur-
posc of education ?

1st. Asto the funds provided for
these purposes we laud him. A great
extent of public lands has been set a-
part for them, and in so far us he has
had a sharein the allotment, he deserves
all commendation. Iere, iowever, our
praise stops ; for as to two other par-
ticulars, his operations have been la-
mentably ineflicient.

2d. Has hesucceeded in calling fortls
that portion of the intellectual vigour of’
the people which might have been devo-
ted, which willingly would have been
devoted, toliterature and science ? We
answer—No. The large portion, we
might say the whole youth of the coun-
try, have forthe last twenty years been
eagerly thirsting after knowledge—a
desire natural to the youthful mind,
and strongly roused in their case by
their position in a new country, itsclf’
an object of wonder, and to which have
been flocking men of every lincage,
spreading over it rumours of the mast
distant times and regions. las thisea-
gerness of desire beenmet and satisfied?
Most decidedly not. "The fact, on the
contrary, and a melancholy fact itis, 1s,
that a generation has grown up lamen-
tably deficientas a whole,of the elemen-
tary principles of knowledge and sci-
ence. Morethan this, we hold, thatthe
deficiency is mainly chargeable to the
legislator and his neglecting to give ef-
ficiency to the abilities and educational
capacitics that were in the country. As
to the machinery provided for the edu-
cetion of the whole people—the Com-
mon School Education, it comes not
within the limits to which we arc vbliged
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to confire oursclves, and we shell say
nothing farther of it than to echo the
teuth with which the whole country
rings, that it has been miserably inefli-
cient. The fitness of tise means which
have been provided for giving Upper
Canadians the best, the most hberal
cducation they can receive within the
Colony, claims a brief examination,—
Hitherto, we may say, the sole means
generally accessible to the population of
each District of Upper Canada,provided
for this purpose by the legislator, have
been the servicesof the individual, term-
ed the District Teacher,who,to dispense
all the Latin, Greek, Mathematics, His-
tory, and Philosophy, a whole District
may requirc, hes appropriated to him,
by statute, the magnificent sum of one
hundred pounds per annum, Now we
have no hesitation in asserting, thatitis
very difficult to find an individual capa-
ble of discharging these various duties
aright, were he taking them in suc-
cession, and it is clearly impossible for
him to discharge them all,in any way,at
the same time. The only way in which
a District School can become an insti-
tution effective in disseminating even a
aodict.m of gencral knowledge, amony
a few of the most favoured youths of a
District, is by the Teacher being & man
not only of multifarious learning, and
of practical skill in communicating it,
but also possessing energy and enter-
prise of character, and at least some
capital, and giving all his talents to the
forming of a large seminary, by collect-
ing round him assistants of abihty to
take charge of all the subordinate, and
probably,some of the main departinents.
Butaunion of suchvaried talents is rare
any where, and in this Province, where
their possessarcould rotfail tasee,thatif
applied otherwise they would place him
inthe highest rank in the Colony, there
is but little probebility of their being
Q
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devoted to the labonous and iniportant
office of a teacher. Accordingly, speak-
ing in the general, the Distniet Schoals
have, as public institutions, teena fa:l-
ure. ‘That tley have in some inatances
succceded, andthat by their means a
sprinkhng of knowledge has Leen given
to many, a:espectable education to a
fow, unly shows the fituess of the ma-
terials fureducation witlinthe Province,

had they been shilfully applied, The
failire has beena great misfortune, not
omly in itscily but i its couscquences.
It his fiacd the standard of educationyn
the opening character of the Colony,too
low. Men wio have, us they say, got
on very well with themodicun of tnow-
ledge they possest, can scarcely con-
ceive Low wuch gicaier, how much
moze clevated, Low much better nen
they might have beer, hed they, in their
carly yeurs, been more deeply imbued
with the clements of knowledge.

The space which we Lave occupied
with what we have already said, is so
large, that we must very much curtail
our concluding observations, Itig in.
cumbent on vur legslaters to commit
no farther waste—~weste, edler of the
existing desire  for knowledge——or
waste of the funds by which th:e means
may be supplied for the future cemands
that education may meke upon them.
The legislator can reither c.eatea de-
mand for education, nor can he ever
wholly pay the individuals who are to
supply & demand already existing, for
he camnot see to their performance of
the duty ; but the systemn—the machi-
nery of cducation—it is his province to
provide. and curefully to watch and re-
gulate. This should never depend on
individual exertion. What is the sort
of education, then, fot wluch there is at
preseat a real and extensive demand, a-
mong those, who, in the circumstances

of the Colony, may ba ceulled men of
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independent means 7 Many would wish
their sons to have a good classical edu-
cation: & few would carry it to a higher
degree, and some would be contented
with the aid of their vernacnlar tongue
alone.  Mathematics, 1listory, the
Elements of Natural Philosophy,
all would willingly give to them.—
‘Chis demand should, unquestionably, be
supplied. If fully supplied, it will soon
produce & call for something more.
What can the legislator do to supply it?
We answer, give efficiency to the Dis-
trict Schoolg, by appointing a plurality
of masters, erecting the requisite build-
ings, providing sufficient lbraries,
and, if need be, philosophie apparatus.
‘The District School will then be, not
the school of the master, but of the
District.

Next, we would wish to urge on our
legislators the imperative duty of not
wasting precious funds in vain projects.
In framing expensive machines which
must long be idle—which may runto
decay before they be brought into ope-
rotion.  In this view, we think the
scheme of the Toronto College injudi-
cious, to say theleast of it. If one sets
about raising 2 lofty structure, he ge-
nerally endeavours to lay a good foun-
dation. This seems a reverse operation.
Lastly, we would venture to suggeat es
essential to the fit organization of any
system of education for the Colony, the
delegation by the Legislature of the
larger portion of its operationsin the
business, into the hands of a2 Commis-
sion, consisting of individuals qualificd
to cxamine, compare, judge, and form,
a mature and well weighed opinion, on
ull matters connected with education,
paid for the discharge of their duties,
and urged therefore, on public and pri-
vate considerations, to an assiduous
disgmrgc of then), R.

LETTER TO THE CHRISTIAN IXAMINER.

OxN THE ADVANTAGRS TO THE PRESRY-
TRRIAN CHURCH INCANADA, OF SUCH A
Puriontcan as tup CunistiaN Fa-
AMINER.

Mg. Eprror,

The undertaking on which you
have now entered is oney which, 1n any
community, is of high importance, and
carries with it, a corresponding respon-
sibility ; and there are many circum-
stances in the present condition of this
Province, and of the Presbyterian
Church m it, to which you may be re-
garded as chiefly addressing yourself,
that enhance at once theimportance and
the difficulty of your undertaking., It
is the humble desire of the writer of
these lines to cheer you on init, and
also, in a fecble measure to assist you.
For your encouragement, he would just
have you to consider, that you are
henceforth to gpeak through the Press
to multitudes whom you have never
seen, and may never sce, and to gain
their eye, when they are by their fire-
sides, and in their closets—in the short
intervals of repose from toil on week-
days, or it may be in the evenings of
the day on which they have been seek-
ing to enter into the rest of God—and
you may do much to bring them to a
further acquaintance with the privileges
and blessings of the Kingdom of God,
and the duties of its subjects ; and in
this way contribute to the cstablishment
of that Kingdom amongst us. Yon
have only to keep this great object
singly in view, and to pursue it in the
spirit in which any work for God is to
be done, to earn, on your retiring from
it, the high commendation of ¢ having
done good in Isracl, both toward God,
and toward his house.”

Your Journal, Mr. Editor, according
to your own declaration, has no direct,
nor formal connexion with the Presby-
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tertan Church of Canada, and yet from
your own connexion, and that of your
co-adjutors, with that church, and the
contemplated sphere of the Journal's
ctreulation, it will, for a time at Jeast,
be regarded as the organ of the Presby-
terian Church,

And, hoping as I do, that it will not
be altogether unworthy of this character,
I anticipate great benefits to the Church
from its publication. Indced, T cannot
but regard the appearance of the Cana-
piay CurisTiay Exam &g ano Prespy-
rertaN REvikw, as an cvent in the
History of our Churchy second only in
unporiance, to the organization of its
office-bearers mto a Synod and Presby-
teries.

Allow me, Mr. Editor, to occupy at
least a part of this letter, with a few
remarks on the advantages which our
Church may be expected to derive from
your Journal.

Turst, It will tend to stimulate Mi-
nisters to cullivate Biblical and Theolr-
gical learning.

An unlearned Ministry must, in ordi-
nary circumstances, be an ineflicient
one—just because the love of Divine
Leuth which will impel 2 man to teach
it laboriously, will also prompt him to
investigate it profoundly ; and hence,
the zealous pastor will also, unless un-
der very adverse influences, be the dili-
gent student of Divine truth, and of
that literature and science which are
subordinate to the understanding and
exposition of it.  Now, Ministers in this
Province are exposed to peculiar temp-
tations to neglect Theological study.
Our Provincizl population are, in many
respects, shrewd and intelligent ; but,
they are by nomeans given to reading :
and thus, in most of places, Ministers
muy neglect study to a great extent,
before they fecl themselves reproved by
the superior information on Theological

a
subjects of the people of’ their charge.
There is also a scarcity of books a-
mongst ug, while the means and facili-
ty for purchasing them, are not great ;
so that, Ministers must depend mainly
on their own libraries for the help which
the compositions of others can give to-
wards understanling the oracles of God.
And then, Ministers are in many cases
widely separated from cach other, and
thus want that excitement forcultivating
what may be called professional learn-
ing, which is supplied by frequent per-
sonal intercourse. Now, a Journal
which shall embrace the whale range
of subjects which Ministers are called
to study, to teach, and to discuss, is
well fitted to benefit them in the circum-
stances just described. Sound investi-
gations into the meaning of the oracles
of God, and expositions of the truths
which they centain, and Reviews of the
Religious publications of the day, must
profit alike, those who write, and those
who read.

Skcovory. e may expect that Tus: .
Curistian Exariser will tend o form
a laste for Theolagical reading in the
Members of our Congregations.

I have alluded toa fact, which must
be obvious, I think, to every observer of
the character of our Provincial popula-
tion, viz: that they are not much ad-
dicted toreading. And the want of this
habit bears unfavourably on thereligious
character ; for those who are convers-
ant with Christian authors, arc in the
way of being brought under the influ-
ence of Divine ‘fruth : and then, again,
Christians who are well-informed, are
the most useful Members of the Church.
The neglect of reading amongst our po-
pulation, must be attributed in the first
place, to the peculiar difficulties which
meet the Emigrant on his first settle-
ment in the wilderness, and to the revo-
lution in many of his habits and modes
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of lite, which tuhes place with his de-
parture from the home and the land of
his fathers 5 and then, whenafter years
of toil, he comes to have time at com-
mand, his taste forreading is goue, and
ke is but little allured to cultivate i€ a-
aew, cither by the boolis to whichlie has
access, or the habits of the neighbour-
hood in which he dweils. Now, a
monthly publication,which shsll abound
i interesting expositions of Biblical
snd Theological truth,aua of the history
of the Church, and its devoted Ministry
m the present and former ages, should
be to our rural population, the dwellers
in the woods, a very Magazine of the
1cst precious ingtraction and enter-
tainment.

Tuieory., Dhe Eraminer will tend
to bring oul foview the principles by
whick the Churel should be guided in cir-
cumalances of difficully and perplexity.

The Presbyterian Church aims ata
vieible Unity, and acts in the mass if
we Ny §o speak, or as one body, Aud
it the individual Christian sometimes
finds it Aifficult to discern the path of
duty, we need not wonder that the
Church, in her more complicated move-
ments and relations, shouldbe perplex-
ed inthe same way. She experienees
difficnlties in the exercise of discipiine
over her Members and Office-bearers,
end in the cxecution of measures for
her supporé and existence. OurChurch,
in this Province, is, zs yet, ina very
immature state, being stil dependent
on the Chureh in Scotlend for the sup-
ply of AMissionaries and Ministere, and
vertiglly dependent, alwo, on the State
for the support of her Ministers @ and
thue, important and difficult questions
come to be sgitated in her judicatorics.
-And if public hodies are too apt, inmat-
ters in which the personal interests of
their members are concerned. to yicki
themselves to an accomodating expe-
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dicticy, ag the rule of their condact,
and that, especially, when their delibe-
rations are private, our Charch Courts
have hitherto been iittle indebted to the
restraint of public opinien, fer in many
cases, Sessions have fuiled to send El-
dets, and our Presbyterics have met
sometimes in private chambers, and
sometines in emnpty Churches.

Now the Exavixer, by r.porting their
proceedings, even in the way winch the
Courts themselves may warrant, will
tend to bring them before the Charchat
large, and this will be favourable to-
waras the elucidation of the seriptural
prineiplos of” our policy, and also, to-
wards their obtaining their rightfel in-
fivence in our procecdings.

The present, is & most critical period
in tie Eeclesiastical History of this
Province.  Prineiples of Church policy,
which have long ago been adopied or
rejected in other lands, are yet under
dizcussion amongst us.  Our branch of
the Presbyterian Church, holding the
same Confession of Faith as the Church
of Scotland, agrees of course with her
respecting the duty of the Civil Magis-
trate in matters of Religion : but yet,
it by no means follows, that we should
in cvery and all variety of circumstan-
ces advocate a Church Establishient,
or the endowment of Religion.

We cannot, for example, adopt the
doctrine advocated within and without
our Parliament House, that any form
of Rehgion which is allowed the name
of Christian, and has a numerous body
of supporters, is, on this account, o be
cndowed.  We bear in mind, that our
Church has, in other days, contended
in the face of reproach and persecution,
against ervor and apostacy 3 and that,
in admitiing us to the Ministry, she has
called on us to concur inthe testimonics
to tire truth which she bore amidst dan-
gers and troubles ¢ and deeiring our-
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selves to honour the truth, as she has
done, we would rather see our Church
in this land denied a dowry of money or
lands by the State, than see her Minis-
ters or her Courts abetting the endow-
ment of Error or Apostacy.  But I tind,
Mr. Editor, that I have unconsciously
ghded into the expression of my own
sentiments on a topic which I had allu-
ded to, as one of those, which discussed
m the Church Courts, will afterwards
appear in the pages of the Exam~er,
for the instrue.ion of its readers, and
the benefit clso of the Church Courts
themselves.

I remark, in the roverit rracr, that
the Bxasmingr will serve as a uscful ve-
kicle of information respecting the stele
of the Church at home, and of the pro-
ceedings of her Courtsy and of Socictics
i connczion wih hery as welly also, as the
state and procecdings of other Churches,
and bodics of Christians,

Great changes, and these happily for
the bettery have taken place in the Es-
tablished Charch of Szotland, since ma-
ny of us left our native land ; and the
same may be said of the Presbyterian
Church of Ircland. The voluntary
principle, which in Scotland had becn
loug known mzinly by its activity in
supplementing the lack of service of the
Established Church, Iias recently been
exhibited in virulent opposition to her.
And asonc good result, the same prin-
ciplehas been incited o increased action
amongst her mambers ; and, true to its
characier for potency, it has influcnced
her to go beyond the defensive ; so
that, not content with strengthening
her with uscful reforms, they have been
maltiplying positions for the putting
forth of Clristian influence in the po-
pulationat home,and many placesabroud.
Henee, the Church of Scotland of our
day, with the right of calling Ministers
wirtually exercised by her Members—

N

were

with her Chapel Ministers as they
called, invested with their righttul influ-
exce in her government—with her
scleaes for Bducation in the Hizhlands
—for Misstonarics in towns and cities,
and to India and the Colonies—and for
the erection of new Churchies—is no
longer what she was, when some of ue,
nct yet old men, fivst knew her,

Changes, equally decisive and propi-
tious have,passed upon the Presbyteriun
Church of Ircland.  To spoak only of
the Synod of Ulster :—She is now
purged of Arianism, and pledged to the
Orthodox Contession of’ the Scottish
Church. She possesses an efficicnt Sc-
minary for the education of her Minis-
ters, and she requires of all whom she
admts to this oftice, not merely o doc-
trinal knowledgoe of Christianity, but a
credible profession of their having ex-
perienced its power ; and, awakened
trom her long lethargy, and looking the
more compassionatcly on the spiritual
wretchedness of the millions around her,
she is requiring all her students for the
Ministry to cultivate the Irish tongue.

Now, forthe sake of connexions that
once existed, or vet exist, between these
and other Churches in our native land,
and many members of our Church here,
it will be refreshing to us to be inform-
cd, through the pages of the Examiner,
of their doings in the causc of the
Liord,

Bty we remember, that according to
the declaration of our venerable Confes-
sion—¢ the Visible Church, which is
“also Catholic or Universal under the
 Gospel, consists of )l those through-
« out the world, that profess the true
« Religion, together with their children;
«and isthe Kingdomof the Lord Jesus
« Christ, the houseand family of God.”
And, although alas! we may well can-
fess that we arc too much infected with
theleavenofthe times, Sectarianiem, we
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trust there are yet amongst us, those
who cultivate a sympathy with oiher
brancher of t _ Universal Church. And
all such desite to be informed of the
condition of other Churches, as they
will rejoice in their prosperity, grievein
their afflictions, and derive instruction
from their example ; while they will
glorify God for all thatis excellent in
them.  Now, the Bvasuxrr may be ex-
pected to foster and gratify this sympa-
thy,by the information concerning other
Churchies which it will communicate.
Before Newspapersand Magazines were
taken into the service of Religien, as
they now are, the different branshes of
the Reformed Church were informed of
the condition of cach other, chicfly by
the correspoadence of individuals ; and
there werc alway s some who esteemed
a portion of their time usefully speat,
when, by an interchange of letters,they
were helping to keep up a mutnal af-
fectionand good understanding;hetween
the widely separated portions of the fa-
mily of God. Such men,in the Church
of Scotland, were Wodrow the Histo-
rian, and Dr. Erskine, of Edinburgh.
‘They each, in his own day, as we learn
from the memoirs of their lives, corres-
ponded with Ministersin different. coun-
tries of Europe, 23 well as in New-
Eugland; and whatever tidings concer-
ning the powerand progress of the Gos

pel they received, were communicated
by them to their contemporaries. They
knew notling of that jezlousy of the
New-England Chuzchies, which we fear
is too prevalent in Scotland, and clse-
where, inthe present day.

Wodrow corresponded with the very
reverend and learned Cotton Mather,
D. D. and Minister of the Gospel at
Bostan,” fat euch is the appropriate in-
scription of one of his letters ta that
grcat and good man, and with his ho-
noured father, % the very reverend and
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venerable Mr. Increase Mathen,” and
we find him speaking of’ the Churches
of New Eugland as &« the dear Churchex
of New-England.”  Aud Dr. Erskine
delighted to make kuown in Scotland.
the Theological writings of one of his
correspondents, Jonathun Edwards, and
the indications of the ont-pouring of the
spirit of God, which attended the Minis-
try of that honoured man,and of others,
his fellow-labourers. Now. we trust
that the Cumistiax Bxasuser will fur-
nishusin thisProviznce,witharegistry of
the great events that are folling out in
the world, and which dircetly or indi-
rectly afiect the Church of God 5 and
that it will prove to us, to be a kind of
conductor of the Divine cnergy, with
which, any more faveured section of the
Church, wmay be instinct. We hope
that the Editor will survey the procecd-
ings of other Churches, in a spirit of
impartiality, and that far from him wiil
be the acntiment concerning those to
whick prejudices may have attached from
their geographical position, . or civil re-
Tations, or jealousy of civil influence,
# can any good thing come oul of
themn 77

lut, AMr, Editor, I must pause : tie
rather, as I am assuming a kind of mo-
nitorial tone. I tuok up my pen to write
adetter onthe precent position of our
Church in this Pravince, intending to
have merely  glanced at. the probable ef-
fects of your labours : but the intra-
duction has, for the piesent; become the
discourse.  With your permission, I
way, on ancther occasion, present io
your readers wmy thoaghts on that and
other Kindred topics.

1 am, yours. &e,

PRESBYTER.



MISSIONARY INTELLIGLNCE,

MISSIONARY INTELIGENCE.
QUR EAST INDIA MISSIONARY——DK. DUYF.

It is delightful to contemplate the sub-
lime in Nature, It is more delightful,
especially to the Christian, to contem-
plate the sublime in mind. No where
can this be met with in so perfect a de-
gree, asin the roble array of Apostles
and Martyrs, who have laid down their
life for the testimony of Jesus, or slowly
consunted it, amidct toil and hardship,
to make known, in the region of dark
and degraded [{eathenism,the unsearch-
able riches of his Gospel. The place
which such men occupy in the history
of the Church, is bright, and glorious—
more bright and glorious in the eye of
faith, which secs, in embryo events, re-
mote and eternal consequences—than
that occupied by heroes and conquerors.
The time is approaching on carth when
the labours of such men shall be duly
appreciated. They were never unappre-
ciated before God, with whom is the
recompense of the just.

1t is one of the abiding evidences of
the power of Divine ‘Lruth, and the pre-
sence of Christ with the Church, that
instruinents for preaching the Gospel of
his Kingdom are continued to be raised
up, animated with the spirit of their
master, and worthy successors of those,
who reckoned not their own life dear
unto themselves, so that they might
finish their course with joy, and the
Ministry which they have received of
the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of
thegraccof God. British Christians,since
they began to feel it their duty to im-
part to their fellow-subjects of heathe-
nish descent, the knowledge of Divine
Truth, liave sent forth some eminently
distinguished Missionaries.  Among
these,not to mentionthe Danish Swartz,
whom weare almost inclined to reckon
our own ; we may cnuwmerate, Martyn,
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Heber, ‘Tarner, Carey, Marshman,
Curric, and others; some with title, and
some with none; Lutthe noblest title, e-
qually appropriate to them all, is, that
they were the Missionaries of the Cross
in a heathen land ! Under the sky of
Hindostan we lose sight of” the discri-
minating shades of sectand party. There
we regard only the pure lightend essen-
tial features of the Christian.  Onsuch
a field, with so many to pity and teach,
and pray fory we are not cumbered with
little things :—we rejoice in the sauie
Gospel, and can unite withall ourhearts,
with our fellow-Chriztisns of different
names, in their operations to diffuse it.
One of the most distinguished Mis-
sionaries in our Eastern territories,is Dr.,
Duff—whosec talents, cloquence, anid
firm devotedness, have Leen the admira-
tion of a portion of the British Church,
than which noncother isbetter gnalificd
to judge. Mr. Duffwas chosen by the
General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, in 1380, to superintend their
Mission inthe Eust.  Onbis voyage to
the scene of his labours, he was ship-
wrecked at the Cape of Good Hope, and
suffered the loss of all his property—
limselfand wife cscaping only with their
lives. In1885hewas obliged to return
to his native country on account of his
health. lehasemployed the interve-
ning period itinerating throughout Scot-
land and England, urging, with anclo-
quence never surpassed, the claims of
the Heathen in our Eastern territories
upon British Christians. We present
our readers with the following letter,
written by him, stating the reasons of
his declining to accept a pastoralcharge
in his native country, thatwith us they
may adore the graceof God in raising up
such an agent for his work, and with
us mzy pray that the number of such
agents may be greatly increased.—
1st. Thereis no foundation whatever
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Yor the repart that I lave been dissuided
from reluraing to Inda.  Newther by
wordnor aced have T ever given the
Teast public eaccuragement to it T'ree
it s, that many have attempted to dis-
sade e, atd more than once have the
wrost teaipting otiers of nseieland iw-
nourable employment ut kome been plu-
cod within my reach.  But I have um.
tormly resisted all such solieitatien. and
peremptonly declined all such offers.
Again and wrem have the hotrers of
et affliction been crueuy resacciteted,
i order to scare me by the dread of fu-
ture suffering. Stil, though  thrice
brought 10 the very lrink of the grave
by successive attaciis of some of the
most urulent (ropical  diseuses, and
though not et perfeetly restored to
wonted health and strength, [ greatly
rejoice in spirit that God has empower-
ed me to fee), and thankfully to declare,
that so long as Ile anpears to have any
work in reserve for me in India, 1ts pes-
tiferous atinosphere has no terror for
me.
2d. Asto thesphere of usefulness in
Aberdeen, 10 which you so forcibly and
justly draw my atteotion, God forbid
that I should undervalue it. Its equal
in magnitude may clcewhere be found,
butin all Scetland I do not believe it
can be surpassed. Pardon me, how-
ever, for sincerely cherishing the helief,
that the field of' India is transcendantly
greater, For your thousands we have
our millions, cndowed with immortal
souls, alike precious in the sight of
Heaven. Your thousands have heen
born and brought up in a Cluistian land
of “gladsome hght and liberty;” our
munllions in o region of heathen bundage
and pagan darkuess, that <may be felt.”
Your thousends have been replenished
with stores of the “bread of life,” and
tire “water of Life:” our millionsare ¢tll
famishing 1 a dry and parched wilder-
ness, wherem no watersbe. Your thou-
sands have already professed to throw
aside the weapons of unnztural rebel-
lion, and acknowledae their allegiance
to the King of Zion; our millions ere,
up to this moment, in fierce batiie array
—~raging against the Lord and his an-
ainted, ~ Your narrow, subjurated do-
smain, therefore, requires only s peace
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establishment to setainat in quict pos-
sessionzourabmost boundlesshostile ter-
ritory seems to demand equally bound.
less resvurces o level its frowning
citadels, and establish the Lingdom of
the Mesairh on the roing of Sataw’s ern-
pue.

3d. Theinducement to labouramongst
an awaliened, devoted Christiau people,
15 a sufBieiently potent one,  Butitmust
ke Eorne i tmnd that my feelings and
affections are, to @ great extent, pre-
ocenpied by a small but attached band
of Christian disciples in the East; for
whom I have laboured and travailed in
pain, that they micht, through the in-
fhience of God's Spirit, he born agsin,
and so become sons of God—heirs of
God, and yoint Leirs with Christ. Some
of them, I know, deeply mourn my ten:-
porary chsenee; and numbers more are
looking with eager, longing eyes, for
my return.  Oh, then, how would their
cunfidence be shaken—how would their
reasonable anticipations be blasted—
were they ¢o hear that I had been per-
suaded to prefer the soft and downy re-
pose of ¢a hiving” athome, to the ar-
duous struggle of joining with them in
hastening thebivth-day of their country’s
emancipation from the long, dark night
of Satan’s reizn, and sin’s uncontrolled
domimon!

4th. WereIto remain in my native
land, it would donbtless be still in my
power to do something by wav of adeo-
cating the claims of poor,benighted In-
dia, In that case, however, methinks
my tongue would not oniv falter, but
often “cleave to the roof of my month.”
Fearlessly and nusparingly Fave I re-
probated the indolence and cowardice of
those who keep lingering, lonnging, and
loitering at heme in lazy expectation of
some suuy peaceful sottlement- instead
of nobly marching forwardintothe wide
field of the world, to eara uew trophics
for their Redeemer, by planting his stan-
dard in hitherto unconquere:d realms.
Neither have T suppresead my honest
indignation at the no less eriminal su-
pinenees of others, wheiaving ence ob-
tained such settlements, ingeniously de-
vise a thousand peity,frivolous pretexts,
for continuing to wrap themselves up in
the congenielitics and luxerious induls
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gences of home; instead of boldly da-
ring,though at animmeasurabledistauce,
to tread inthe footsteps of apostles, and
proplets, and martyrs. Not that [
would have such loiterers to join our
storming ranks. I'ar otherwise, Ifur
one would wash y hands of the guilt
of appending suchdrags to the chariot
wheels of the couquering dMessich. The
grand evil is that such persons should
ea:st at all, arrayed externally in the
garb of the heralds of salvativn. How
often haveour cars been regaled with
the music of eluouence, echeing the
songs of Divine chivalry, and the battles
of the faith? Bu, all the wiile, have
we not been left in sorrow to exclaim,
—Where the rushing crowd of cham-
pions cladn armonsr of hght? Where
the continued tuiling, and strugglog,
and fichting, which form the ceriain
prelude todecisive victory? Alas! alas!
if without an effort, without a struggle,
and without a sacrifice, imagiiction
alone could conquer all difficulties,then,
with the ease of” some potent spell, and
the rapiditvy of some inexplicable en-
chantment, might we behold every how-
ling weste converted into gardens of
delight, and golden palaces starting
frem every barren shore.

Such sentiments and expressions may
be deemed by many over-severe and not
a little uncharitaple. If so, I cannot
helpit. What1 feel strongly, Iexpress
strungly.  How then could [ in consis-
tency, after such decisive expression of
my own feelinge, reconcile myself to
the resolution of throwing eside my
weapons of aggressive warfere, and
timidly shrinking downinto theshrivel-
led form of a comfort-seeking time-
seiver at home? What a plaueible cor-
roboratiun might thereby be given to
the base calumny, that few or none go
forth to heathen climes, but such as have
been unsuccessful end disappointed
candidates for office intheir native land,
—the only merit allowed themn being
the ignoble one of making avirtue of
neceesity? Whate triumph might be
furnished to the thousands who stoutly
call in question the sincerity of those
who profees their willingress to submit
to sacrifices for the sake of Christ?—
And withwhat ghouts of derision might

any appeals of mine, vn the subject of
personally engaging in the toils of Mis-
sionary labour, be responded to?

No, no; whatever else may be said
of me, I am resolved, through God's
grace strengthening me, it shall never
be said that [ busely fiinched in the
hour of tewptation, or traitorously re-
linquizhed the pust of danger,—thercby
throwmg a stumbling -block in the way
of my brethren and fellow-labourersin
the east and in the west. [ amresolved,
with the blessing of God, to prove that
it is posrible for his grace to embol ien
even a pour, fratl,wortiless worm of the
dust as [ am, 10 court the pnviiege of

scrificing case, and comfurt,and friends
at home, for the cake of advancing his
glory, by eadearouting to extend the
triamphs of the Cross in forcign lands.
And much as [ Lavealready suffered in
the attemp:, I tless God that ke has
put it into my heart to be cheerfully
willingio sufier zgain,—to perscvere
inthe divine work of scautering the “in-
destructible eeed” in the fuce cf all dif-
ficuities,—to watcr the seed so scat-
tered with my tears, ay, end with my
bload too, if required in fulfilment of the
purposes of an all-gracious Provi-
dence.

5. Inwriting insuch a strain, I be-
seech you not to suppose for a singlo
moment that it asices $rom a desire to
glory in eny thing whick I may have
been enabled todo, or may yet do, to-
wards advancing God's glory in the
world. The Scarcher of hearts doth
know that such desire is most alien to
the entire current of my thoughts, For
atter we have done our best,—and our
best weare induty bound to do,~=tvhat
are we in Uis sight but unprofitable ser-
vants? My meaning simply is, that, so
fa:i 2ndso long as God, in his great and
undeserved mercy, bastows upon me
the least ability, Tam prepared, in this
or distunt Jands, with heart and soul,
and strengthand mind, to sperd aud be
spent in his blessed service.

Two causes only wouldinduce me to
relinquish my present position. 1st
Such adegree of ill health and conse-
quent debility, bodily and mental, es
would palpably unfit me for the arduous
labour. Or, 2d, The ofer of tho per-

H.
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sonal services of any of iy brethren in
the ministry, many of whom wme infi.
nitely better qualified by endowinents of
nature and of grace, to encounter the
toils and the hazards of our great mis-
sionary cnterprize,— an  enterprise
where all former experience often fails,
end an  cntirely  npew  experience
must be wrought out, chailerginvg a
concentration uf sagacity and tuct, and
holy perseverance, and prayerful wrest-
ling with God, to which our “Masters
in Isracl” alone can, without presump-
tion, lay claim, Shouvld my health ii.
nally fail, or should any such compe-
tent labomiers precent themselves,—
then, indecd,—but not till then, wonld
I deem it my duty to abendon tha poi-
tionI now ozcupy, and, res:gning it
into sbler hands, gladly retire linto the
peaceful seclusion of some humble ¢ta-
tion in the Redcewer's vineyard ot
home.

6. Having thus calmly and delibe-
ra‘cly made up my own mind asto the
path of duty, I mey not, and must not
swerve. All considerations of percon-
al or family advantages must eva-
pish, Being o husband and a parent, I
trust I know something of the strength
and peculiarity of domestic tics; { trust
Iam not blind to the claims whicha be-
loved partner and children _have on my
protection and support: But the tics
of grace—the claim of a bleeding Sa-
viour—are higher, holier, stronger still.
Ard itis my rare and singular feheity,
to feel asecured that every sentiment
which [ have now uttered finds 2 ready
ccho in the breast of that bosom friend,
who has heretofore reiciced with me in
my joy, and srmpothised with me in
my sorrows,  And peinful thongh the
trial muat prove to flesh and bloo?d, we
ure both prepared, when the hour of
separation comes, to part with our dear
Iittle ones—perhaps for ever—recom.
mending them, in the exercise of faith,
to the care and keeping of Him who is
yro-eminently the friend of the friend-
Jess, and the father of the fatherless.

And now, my dear Sir, what ehall I
say, in conclgsion, relative to the ex-
pression of favourable whichyour
letter 20 emphatically conveys?! To
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say that it vastly exceeds any thing to
which § fecl myself' entitled is to say
little. 1 could not speak of it, if 1
would, interms at ull adequate. The
theme I must therefore leave to the mu-
sings of “expressive silence,”

Irom tie vivid interest taken by you,
and your friends and townsmen, in that
mission towhore interests my life hos
been devoted, Aberdeen has long ere
now been endeared to me; but it bas
beceme deubly so new. It is imprinted
on the table of a grateful heart, asif
engraven with a pen of iron on therock
for ever. And should God spare me to
revisit once nore the distant shores of
Iudis, even there will it not cease torise
up before meo in fondly cheriched re-
membrance.

That Ged, in hic infinite merey, may
pour upon yeareelfand colleagues, and
all the members of the Sounth Chureh
congregation therichest cffusions of his
grace,—ard raise up unto you another
pestor, according to your hiearts’ desire
—is the camest prayver of your affec-
tionate friend in the Lord,

May our prayers for him, and for the
success of that enterprice in which he
has emburked,nevercease. Canada has
much to do for herself, but we shall not
succeed the worse, becauge of our sym-
parhy and prayers for one hundred and
filty millions of immortal beings, whom
the providence of God, we humbly trust
for gracions purposes, lias brought un-
der the sway of our beloved country.
We cannot butregard it asa most aus-
picious token of reviving Religionin our
Parent Church, tiat ghe has begun to
put forth her energies in Foreign Mis-
sionary labours. Itis long since Scot-
land began to supply India with her
most distingnished Military Officers,
Judges, and Civilians. A higher honour
yet remains to supplv India with her
most distinguished Missionaries. There

{ cannot be rocm hera for vain boasting,

or unhallowed competition : since the
perfect will be the humblest, and the

rost successful will owe all hig suceess
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to the free and sovervign grace of Go .
We ehall revert occasivnally to this
Miesion.

COBOURG MISSIONARYSOCIUTY.
To s Eoiror oF Tii: Carisvian
Examiner,
Sis,

I entirely agree with thaolseva.
tions mads by Nir. Gale atthe BMeeting
of the Prestiytery of Hamilton, in January,
as reported in your fast nmnber, respact-
1ng the feehleness wich has characterz
the past efforts of our Synad and Prese
byteries in reference to Missions; and 1
agree wua him farther 1 atalding this
Y 1o atan excluswve relianee on forugn
aid, and she want of a prepsr erganization
for collecting and combuing the resources
of the country undar e direction of the
Church Couris.” That something of this
kind is nscessary to remove or alleviage
the spirnual destitution which presails in
this cauntry, must bz obvious to all who
are in the least degree acquainted with
its states It is known to myself, and
many of your readevs, that there are
numbers belonging to our Zivn,who since
tuey crossed the Atlantic have never once
heard th: Guspcd praclaim:d by any M
nister of ous Cuurelt.  One sabbaih afier
anothier passes  away without their balag
catled 1o go up (o the Lord's hous: to u-
nite with his people in his worship and
saeviee. Of thoss who acs thas deprived
of public ordinaness, tave may bea fow
who on the sabbadh join togatier inprai
suig God’s name, supplicating his mevey
and reaing his word; buer no one will
say that this far any length of Gz can

alisfy the desiees of these who hava
heen aceustomed from thewr childhood to
attend divine ordinances, and have expe-
sienced the improvement and consolation
that flowes from them ; and belicvs that
¢ the Lord loveth the gates of Zion more
thaa all the dwallings of Jacob.

But the melancholy fact also must de
Lnown te many of your resders, that not

M

a few of thoto who once cajuyed, and
great'y valued religious o-dinances, have
in conszquence of thu privation of than
in their new sattlements, sunk into a stas
in which even the desire of them is ex-
tinguished.  Instead ofasking ihemselves
the quecton * wherewithal shall [ cone
before the Lord.” or ¢ what shald [ do to
be saved”——their constent inquiry is whae
shall T cat, or what shall I diink, ov
witerewithal shull T b clothed T They
do net hail with joy taz day of saered
rest.  Ifit do not hang heavy on their
hands through illensss, they waste it in
amaszaent and dissipation.  What must
the danger of tie childron of such parents,
and of such a community be, with such
an cxample always before theic cyes?
Sust thiey not sink into a state nearly
allied 1o that of the savage, in which the
gratification of appetite is the chief con-
cern, and when its eravings are appeased,
whose time and  life are dozad away in
uiter Lendlessness orignurance of the high
erid for which they are DLestowed, If
these fasts are true, aud Who can deny
them, are we to sit stilly and fld our
hands 7 Ars we deserving of the namc
of Chrisiians, if we make no exertions
to preveat this spiritual degradation, inte
which many eee siaking, or are aleeady
surk, even though they themselves should
care fer rnons of these things?  The fol-
lowing remarks which a Minister of our
Churvels made at a Meeiing of the Glas.
0w Caureh Building Society, are wor-
thy of being transeribed as appropriate 1o
this subjact 1 ¢ It is an affecting thing
10 s2¢ ti: poar sacking for the bread and
water of life, when there is none to dia-
pense thaia § bat there is another sight
rore deplorable still, the sight of thou-
sanids who live and die caring for none of
tiess things ; in whose hear's the fzelings
of the slavery of sin have bscoms so ne-
tural aed inveterate that they have not ¢-
ven & wish 10 he free from their state of
degradation.  We are told that the tra-
vellee who sinks into the wreaths of the
snow-storm woon besomea torpid, and
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when the sleep of deatit begins to creep o-
ver 1im, the friendly hand that comcg 0
rcliese him is vepuised, and he prays to
hz jet a'one.  Butis that a reuson why
he shou'd be left 1o perish 3 [s not the
very factof his willingly yielding himsclf
1o destraction fitted to awaken our concern,
and animate our excrtions for his rescuce ?
And so it is cur peculiar duty,when souls
are perishing and regardless of their dan-
ger, to excrt oursclves in Saving them
from impending destruction, “Cf some
have compassion making a diffevence:
and others save with fear, puiling them
out of the fire.”

Feelingly alive to the spiritual destitu-
tion which preveils within the bounds of
the Presbytery of Kingston, our congi:~
gation have formed themselves into a su-
ciety for the purpose of raising funds to
assist the Presbytery in supporting one or
more Missionuries to visit their destiiute
settlements with the Gospel of peace.
The rules and regulations of the Society
are as follows : viz.

Rules and Regulations of Tae St. An-
drew's Churck Missionary Socicty,
Cobourg.

1. That the Society shall be calied The
Missionary Society of St.  Andrew’s
Church, Cobourg.

2. Tiat the object of the Society shail
be to raise funds to assist in supporting one
ar more Missionaries within the bounds of
the Presbytery of Kingston, and for other
religious purposes, connecied with the
Church.

3. That all persons subscribing a penny
or upwards, morthly, shall be members of
the Society:,

4. That the business of the Society
shall be conducted by a President, Vice-
President, Treasurer, Secrctary, and a
Committee of Nine, and that Five shall
ronstitute a quorum.

5. That the Committce shall meet
quarterly, on some day to be fized by
themselves.
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6. That the Commuttce shall divide the
corgregation into sections, and appoint
on: or mare collectors for cach section, for
the purpose of soliviting subscriftions and
recciving the same, and that they pay o-
ver the sums thus received to the Trea-
surer at least ons week before the Quar-
terly Mecting.

7. 'That the subscriptions raised by the
Society shall be applicd, in the first in-
siance, to the support of one or mora
Missionarics  within the bounds of the
Pieshytery of Kingsion j and that the
surplus funds, if sny, afier paying over
a fair propoition to the Presbytery’s Trea-
suver, sha!l be disbursed under the di-
rection of ¢ ¢ Camniistee,

8, That the Sociaty shall hold an An-~
nual Aleeting on the Monday after the
summer Communion, when the Committee
shall give a report of their proceedings
duritg the past vear, and new office-
bearers and a committee shall be apnoint-
«d for the succeeding year,

The financial scheme which we hawve
adopted is similarta that which is now in
operation in Scotlund, for raising funds
to build Churches and Schools. We
have assumcd that there are two hundred
persons, young and old, in the congrega-
tion who are able and willing to contri-
bute something for Missionary purposes.
I mentinn the young particularly, because
some parents have put down their ehil-
drens names for one penny a month,
although some of them are not many
months old, and to shew you the inte-
rest felt in it by the young,a liule girl the
other day told me that she had already
put past her penny for the Society, which
she would give to the collector when ne
came round next month.

Proceeding upon the supposition, that
there are two hundred persons in the
congregation, who are able and disposed
to give ag follows, it will be evident that
more may Le raised in this way, aind by
a more equalized contribution, than what
could be cxpected from ordinary public
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collcctions.  Let us assume that there are
75 persons who pay 1d. mouth,£3 15 ¢

50 24, 5 060G
2 3d. 3150
10 44. 2 00
10 6d. 3 00
10 74d 3150
10 9d. 4100
5 1s. 3 00
5 1s 3d. 3150
200 The annual amount, £32 10 0

Hera then is a scale on which every
ons in the congregation, he his circum-
siances what they may, has free choice
to take his place, and when it is carried
into full effect it will afford the rich man
who contributes the largest sum, and the
poor man who only contributes a penny,
the same common gratification that they
had each an important share in spreading
the Gosp:l among their destitute fllow-
countrymen, Hoping that by your gi-
ving publicity to these remarlks,other con.
gregations may be induced to form similar
Bacie:ies for the same benevolent object,

1 am, dear sir,
Your's sinceraly,
T. A,
Cobourg, Gth April, 1837,

ECCLESIASTICAL
INTRLUGRNCE,

The Prrsoyreay op Toronto met in
thecity of Touronto, on Wednesday the
1st March. Agreeable to the Preshyte.
Ty's citation, a number of the members
of St. Andrew’s Church apprared before
the Presbytery, and so smirongly urged
Mr, Leach’s remaining with then, that
rather than they <houll suffer any injury
Uy his removal, he express-d it as his de-
termination to malce an effort to continuc
his labours among them,—notwithstan—
ding the state of his healh, which had
principally inclined him to ascept of the

ct

call frony New-DMarket. The Presbyte-
ry, consequently, did not feel warranted
i taking any steps to dissolve the cna-
neetton between him and the congragatinn;
and, accordingly, suspended all further
procecdings in the case.

The Moderator Inid before the Presby-
tery A communication from the Picsby~
tery of Quebee, containing a likk! found
against*Mr, Duncan Macauley, by said
Presbytery, together with anextract fiom
their Records anent the same ; and re-
questing this Presbytery to serve the said
Libel on Mr. Macuuley, and cite him to
appear before that Presbytery, on the 8th
of March, The same were read, and
Mr. Macauley being present in the Pres-
bytery, the Moderator served the libet
on him, and cited him APUD ACTA to ap-
pear before the Presby.ery of Quebec on
tie Sth instaut, and answer to the said li-
bei.

A committce was appointed to revise
the Plan and Questions for Presbyterial
visitation of congregations, and make
such modifications as muy be suitable to
the presenttime, and the circumnstances of
the congregations under the inspection of
the Presbytery,—and report at next or-
dinary meeting,

The Presbytery’s Missionary commii-
tee reported, that, upon enquiry, they had
ascertuined there werc NINE congre-
gations within the bounds of the Presby-
tery, which were most anxious to obtain
ministers, in connection with the Presby-
tery, as soon as possille, and were ca-
pable of supporting them ;—that in the
most of these, arrangements had heen en-
tered into for the building of Churches,
and, in some of them, Churches were al-
ready in progress ;—that there were, be-
sides, nearly as wany important Mis-
sionary stations, which were earnestly
petisioning for & supply of scrmons from
the Presbytery j—and that, in nearly the
half of allthese places, the Guelic lan-
guage will be roquired.  Whereupon
the Presbytery agreed to apply to the
Glasgow Colonial Socicty, and reques:



62 LCCLESIASTICAL

them to engags and scnd out two Mis-
siongries as soon as possible, and two
roro in the course of the summer, to zet
under the superintendence of, and to be
suppotted by, the Preshytery ja—and, fur-
ther, to apply, on behalf of the nine va-
cant congregations who wish to have sctt-
led Ministers, both to the Glasgow Co-
fonial Socicty, and to the General As-
sembly’s committee on Colonisl Cliurches,
and request them to endeavour, if possi-
ble, to send out the requisite number of
Probationers, and to give tkem some as
sistance to come out,—assuyring them of
the prospect ot immediate settlement.

The Presbytery instructed the minis-
ters, in the meantime, to visit the differ-
-ent Missionary stations, intheir respective
neighbourhoods, and preach, and make
such arrangements for the election of El-
ders and the organization of Churches as
they may sec to be necessary, and report
to next meeting of Presbytery.

The Presbytery met, again, at King,
on Wednesday the 8th March, by special
appointment, and ordainel Mr. John
Tawse to the ministry, and inducted him
to the Pastoral charge of the congregation
of King. Mr. Leach preached the ordi-
nation sermon j—Mr. McKillican offered
up the ordination prayer, and addressed
the minister;—and Mr. Leach gavethe
address to the congregaiion.

Tha next ordinary meeting was ap-
pointed to be held in the city of Toronto,
on the the sccond Tuesday in May next,
at the hour of six, P. M.

A. B.

PresByTeRY oF HamirroN.—The,
Presbytery of Hamilton having taken
the preliminary steps required by the
laws of the Church, in relation to the
election of Mr. Alexander Gardiner,a
probationer of the Church of Scotland,
to the Pastoral office in the Church at
Fergus—met at that place onthe 22nd
day of February for his ordimation.
TheRev. Alexander Gale, ministér of

Hamilton—who presided on the ocea-
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sion—having preached the ordination
sermon_from 2. Corinthians 1i. 15 and
16, read a narrative of the Presbytery’s
previous proceedings in the case, from
which it appeared that 2 most harmoni-
vus call, under the moderation of the
Presbytery,hed been given to Mr. Gar-
diner by thie hoads ot iamilies connected
with tias Church § that in the trial of
his qualifications Mr. Gardiner had gi-
venentiresatisfaction to the Presbytery,
and that due notice having been given
to all concerned, none had appeared to
object to his life or doctrine.

Mr. Gurdiner was then called upon to
answer the guestionsappointedto be put
to Ministers at their crdination, and the
requisite declarations, promises and en-
gagements, having been obtained from
him, he wassolemnly invested with the
full character and powers of a Minister
of the Gospel, by prayer, and the laying
on of the hands of the Presbytery.. The
presiding Minister then formally re-
ceived and admitted Mr. Gardiner as Mi-
nister of the Church and congregation
of Fergus, and gave him the right hand
of fellowship, in which he was followed
by the other members of the Pres-
bytery.

The Rev. Mr. Stark of Dundas, and
the Rev. Mr.Bayne of Galt, then addres-
sed the Minister and congregation res.
pectively, earnestly and afiectionately
exhorting the former to watch over the
flock committed to his care, and thelat-
ter to be respectful to their pastor, and
carefe] to profit by his ministrations.

Public worship being concluded, Mr.
Gardiner received at the Church door the
congratuistions and welcome of the
large and respectable congregation
which had witnessed the services of the
day.

But these meagre details of the pro-
ceedings on this occasion give a very
imperfect jdea of the peculiar interest
and solemnity whicli they possessed for
those present. Tobs able to enter into
their feelings, it must be remembered
that little more than three years have
elapsed, since Fergus and the country
around formed an unbroken solitary °
forest; that ite present. inhabitants had
for the greater part of that time been
deprived of those religious ordinances
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which they had previousgly enjoyed,
without interruption, from their earliest
years ; and that they were now called
to witness in the solemnities of the day,
the accomplisiitnent of their carnest de-
gires and pravers, in the permanent es-
tablishunent of & Gespel Mrustry among
them, and tha yecovery of the valued
and endeared privileges of therr native
land. Surely God’s promises to his
people and his faithfnlness therein, must
i such cirentrstances heve come home
to the believer's heart, with peculiar dis-
tinctness and force. Indeed it was hard-
1y possible to avoid making especizlap

plhcation of [lsaial’s prepheue an-
nouncement—-¢ the wilderness and the
solitary place shall be gled far them—
and the desert shall rejoice and blessom
ag the rose.”

The retivious condition of Pergusand
its neighbonrhood, so far advanced be
yond many older settlements, affords a
pleasing mstance of the goot efiects of
union and harmony among & people in
pursuing a common aud important ob-
ject. Ilad those mmnor diferences in
religions sentiment which too often pre
vail to the hindrance of the Gospel, been
allowed to divide the ccunsels and ef-
forts of this young and intetesting com-
munity, the support of a reoular pastor
would have beenimpraciicabie tor many
years—aud these years, whatever they
might have added to the worldly resour-
ces of the peoyle, would have contribu-
ted largely to the progress of religions
indifference, igrorance and error  But
whileall praise is due to the people for
their unanimity and zeal in this matter,
it ought not to be concealed that they
owe much of their success inis to the
counsel and exertions of' Mr. Ferguson
of Woouhill, who, with a munificence
that well deserves to ke recorded and
imitated, erected ot his own expense the
neatand commodicus Church of Fereus,
and made it over in free giftto theeads
of families in the settlement,

A G,

Preseyrery o Hannirox,—An or-
dinary Meeting of this Presbytery was
held at Hamilton on the 12th’inst. The
Rev. Donald McKenzie, of Zorra, was

G

appointed Moderatur for the cnating
six months.

A numerously signed petitionfrom the
townslips of Caledunia znd Cayugra, on
the Grand River, waes presented, in
which the petitioners expressed an car-
uest desire that o Missionary of this
Church should be ecnt awongst them,
andl their readinees to contribute to hie
suppert to the utmost of their ability :
My, David McCluny, and Mr, John
Cowden, whe iad been dennted to pre-
sent the j.etition, were heard in suppors
of it. They otlered verious interesting
s.atements respecting the spiritnal des-
titution of there townships and thead-
Juining settlements, and the desire that
prevaied to obtain the ministrations of
this Church, cxpressing their full con-
viction that very liberal contributions
would be made for the support of a
Mssionary, ‘The Presbytery received
these statements with lively interest,
and requested thedeputation to intimate
to the petitionets that as soon as a Mis-
sionary wes at their disposal, the claims
of that part of the country would be
sttended to. The Preshyiery farther
appointed Mr. Gale to visit the above-
mentioned townships.

The Presbytery hiad then under con-
sideration the proper steps to be taken
for providing an adequate number of
Missionaries, and resolved to communi-
cate ¢n the subject with the Committee
of the General Assembly on Colonial
Churches—with the Glasgow North A-
merican Colonial Society, and its aux-
iliary at Aberdeen—and with the Synod
of Ross. They also resolved to author-
ise and request the Glasgow Suciety to
send out two Missionaries to be sup-
ported at the expense of the Presbytery,
and appointed a committee to conduct
this correspondence,and toreport atnext
ordinary meeting.

The drafi of an address respecting
the observance of the Szhbath, ordered
to be prepared at Jast Meeting, wasgiven
in, read, and approved. T'he Presbytery
ordered it to be printed and distributed
under the direction of the Clerk, among
the congregations within their bounds,
and enjoined Ministers to read it from.
the pulpit,

The Rev. Mr, Tawse having accepted
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a call from the congregation in the
township ot King, witiun the bounds ot
the Presbytery ot Turonto, was released
on the apphcation of that Presbytery
from his Missionary engagements.

The next ordinary Meeting will be
beld at Hamilten un the second Wed-
nesday of July. A.G.

Tur Coxmissiox oF Syvop met on
the 12th inst. 1 the City of Turonto, on
tue call ot the Jloderator : present,
the Rev Wm. Rintoul, Moderator, the
Rev. Robert McGill of Niagara, the
Rev. Wm. T. Leach of Touronio, the
Rev. John M. Roger of Peterborough,
John Mowat, Esy. of Ki gston, and
Edward Tuomson, Esq. of Turonto, El-
ders. The special business transacted
referred, first, to the distnbution of
two hundred pounds sterhng, granted
by the General Assemnbly’s Commttee
on Colonial Churches, ani the Glasgow
Colonial Soriety, to assist those con
gregations whose Mumsiers do not re-
cewveany Government allowance. There
are many small congiegations unable to
maintain tiexr Mumster.  When they
called him from his native conntry to la-
buur among them, they entertained the
hope that some considerabie aid would
be obtained trom Government towards
hig support. Tlns hope i no case has
been realized in the due degree : in
many caseg not at all ; and the conse-
qent embarrassment both to Munsters
and congregations has beea great.
The Commission granted small dona-
tions, from this sum entrusted to ther
dispusal, to such places as seemed most
necessitons. This reliet1s the more to
be esteewmed, as it 1s another token of
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the increasing regard of the parent
Church towards 1ts Colonial bianch.
We trus. the time will soun come when
the r2s urces appropniated for 1he sup-
port of religion 1n this Province will be
available, and when we sghall not need
to draw upon the Chnistian liberahty of
the mother country, on which the de-
mands are alreidy s numerous —The
other sibject which engaged the Com-
mssi0n was the elecuon of a clencal
delega’e to represent to the parent
Church the pecuhar circumstances of
the Presbytenan body in this Province.
The Rev. Juhn Machar,of Kingston,was
chosen for this business In the event of
his acceptance, he is tnstructed, in refe-
rence to the man abject of his mission,
to regulate his conduct by the resolu-
tions passed by the Synod of 1336; and
farther, to use his utmost endeavours
to obtain an adequate nember of Mis-
sionaries and Probationers, to supply
the spintval destitution of the Presby-
tenan commumity; to forward the views
of the Synudin obtaiming such a modi-
fication of the Declaratory Enactment
as may be adantelto the present and
pruspeciive circums*ances of thechurch;
to crave the influence and support of
the Geneial Assembly towards the es-
tablishment of a Theolugical College in
*his Province for e.lucating young men
for the Minstrv ; and also the sauction
of the Assembly for the admission of
Mimsters and Probationers from the
Syned of Ulster into the Synod of Ca-
nadae. Mr. Machar will avayl himself of
the assistance of the R v. Alexander
Mathieson,of Montreal,and of any nther
Mimis'er whomay be inScotland;and he
will also ch-operate vith the lay agent
chosen by the convention of Delegates
from Presbyterian congregations, that
wet at Cobourg on the I14thiost.

ErrAaTA.—In the sscend colimn of page 37, line 7, for rules read rulers
The quotation from Doctor Paley, page 88, should bave been acinawledged at the

bottom of the page.



NOTICY. TOCONTRIBDUTORS,

ror Epitor.—We solicit from  Clerks of DPresbyterics aegular reports of thesr
proceedings 3 and from Missionarics, labvuing under any of the Presbyterice, such
mtlligence as may e gratifys 2 1o thuse wlho tahe an stiterest in the progress of our
Zion, aid asmay stirup these who enjoy thic ordinances of rehigion, to sympatluze
with, and assist, those who ace destitute of them.
We liave mad. those, on whom we rely as contributors, acquainted with our re-
" sources wnd expectativns, We trust our call upon them will not be disregai led, and
that suitable replies will not be delsyed.

TO SUBSCRIBERS.

Tar Pusiisurr offers his apology for using paper of a quality inferior to what
he wished. Notlung better within his reach could be obtained. A supply of paper
of a suitable quality has becn ordered from Scotland, and it 1s hoped, that after the
July number, Tue Examinez will equal any periodical in Cunada, as to mechani-
cal exccution,

Tur Pupusurr las again to apologize for the delay which has oucurred an the
appearance of Tir Examiner, but the causes which led to it have, he hopes, been
effectually ramoved; so that on most future occasions he will be able to issucit early
in the month,

Agents are respectfully requested to forward their subseription lists without ae-
lay.

Money remittances have been veceived from

Hamilion, Gore District. Belleville, Midland Distriet.
Dundas, do. do. Fredericksburgh, do.
Esquesing, do.  do, Carleton Place, Bathurst Distriet.
Streetsville, Home Dislrict. Ambherstburgh, Western District.
Whitby, do. do. Grimsby, Niagara District.

‘We shall continue to make our acknowicdgements of these favours on the cuver,

I N, B. Adrertisements of a general nature will be inserted on the cover at
the following vates,

Ifunder ten column lines two Shillings and sixpence currency for the first, and
three half-penco per line for cvery subsequent insertion.

Over ten column lines, three pence currency per line for the first, and half prics
for every subsequent insertion, .

Pege lines double the above prices.  Advertisements stitched in with the wrapper,
&t reasonable rates.

In reference to the foregoing, we particularly request the patronage uf Booksel—



