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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

SEPTEMBER, 1862.

OUR POSITION.

Conceiving it desirable that there should
be no misapprehension as to the relations
of this journal towards the Church, such as

" we learn exists in some guarters, we deem
it right to state that “The Presbyterian”
is not now and never has been the organ
of the Church, or of any Synod or Pres-
bytery thercof, although it has been for
pearly fifteen years past, the only me-
dium of communicating intelligence to
the congregations axd the public, which
the Church has enjoyed. It was origin-
ated by laymen during a period of weak-
ness and trial. The step then, <. e. in
1847, reccived the hearty approval of the
Synod, who agreed to give it their cordial
support, and who further ia the following
year, recommended the ministers and con-
gregations of the Church “to use their best
endeavours to increase and extend the cir-
culation of *The Presbyterian” as a me-
dinm for conveying ecclesiastical and mis-
sionary intelligence to the several congre-

: ?tions.” This duty the paper has faith-

ully performed during all these iong years.

It bas moreover been sustained by the
unpaid services, and often when needed,
. by the pecuniary contributions of mem-
bers of the Lay Association, and it
bss been and is conducted by true
~ hearted sons of the Church who car-
nestly desire its prosperity ; and who are
of opinion that as there are differences
of scatiment in ihe Church and among the
ministers and clders of the Church, on
matters of moment to its best an! highest
interests, there should be granted fuil lib-
" ety to all to express and publish their
views, (provided these views arc expressed
concisely aud in a Christian spirit,) as
the best means of bringing about ulti-
mate agreeincnt and united and cordial
co-operation. And such liberty the edi-
tors of ** The Presbyterian™ are resolved
to give—necither withholding their own
views, nor the views of those who agree
with or differ from them.

From the Report of the Colonial Com-
miltee of the Church of Scotland, recently
published, we learn that during the year
ending 15th April, 1862, there has been
paid for ministers’ and missionaries’ sal-
aries in Canada, bursaries to the students
at Queen’s College, &c., upwards of $5000.
And, also, that there has been paid the
Church in Nova Scotia, upwards of $6000.
Believing it to be justly due to the Church
of Scotland that this her liberality to the
adherents of the Church in British North
America should be knmown, it gives us
great pleasure to insert it in the columns
of our paper.

In our columns of this month will be
found an abridged account of the proceed-
ings of the Assembly of the Church of
Scotland. We hope that this account,
which we have taken the very earliest op-
portunity of inserting, will be satisfactor,
to Senex, who lately gave expression to
his impatience, in one of our local papers.
In future we would kindly ask him “to
add to his virtue - .tience,” and cheritably
remember that e “ cannot make bricks
without straw.”

In our last number it was inadvertently
stated that the Act anent Public Collec-
tions was repealed, whereas the Synod re-
newed the Act.

The Prince of Wales who bas lately been
sojourning in the Holy Land obtained ad-
mission to the Mosyue which covers the
supposed sitcof the caveof Machpelahat He-
bron. This may be considered onc of the
most interesting facts in a bistorical point
of view which bas recently taken piace.
Hebron is a city toward which the eyes of
the world necessarily turn, since from its
lo« ality we date not only so much of reli-
atous nterest, but also the commencement
of our carliest commercial history. The
first recor led use of money was the pur-
chasc of that cave «f Machpelah by Abra-
ham as & burial place for his dead wife:
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and a recent writer suggests the inquiry
whether this striking fact is meant to
teach that as the first, so the last, and pos-
sibly the only real value of wealth is just
the purchase of a grave, Passing on from
that melancholy incident, one of the sad-
dest in the history of any family, the pur-
chase of a'burial place when the first one
dies out of the circle of a home, we find
the cave of Machpelah celebrated in the
history which Jacob summed up on his
death-bed.  « There they buried Abraham
and Sarah his wife; there th. > buried
Isaac and Rebecca his wife; and there I
buried Leab.” Thither, too, the mighty
sons of Jacob bore his remains in the
omp f Egyptian wailing. A tradition
gas it that the sons of Israel were them-
selves buried there also, but no record of
the fact exists, and the descendants of Ja-
cob are by no means agreed in accepting
the tradition. They were very probably
boried in Egypt. The cave thus memor-
able was of course a place of most devout
interest to the Hebrews and to obtain ad-
mission within the holy place itself has
been for more than a century the desire of
travellers and explorers. But the Maho-
medans have always gaoarded the cave
with jealous care, and have not for more
than a thousand years permitted either
Christian or Jew to defile the threshold
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with his footsteps. We long therefore to
have the account of the visit of the Prince
of Wales published, and should it be an
interesting one as we have no doubt it will
be, we will be glad to favour our readers
with it. It is interesting to remark in this
conneaction, that the grave of Rachel also
is miarked by a memorial heap of slone,
and its locality is not doubted. The small
dome which covers it stands on the side
of the road leading from Jerusalem to
Bethlehem, where there is bat a little way
to come to Epbrath ; and although in the
most lonesome and desolate looking coun-
try now, there appears to be no reason to
doubt that this burial place of the mother
of Benjamin has been honoured and pre-
served for thousands of years. There are
but few graves in the world, outside of
t, which are known to antedate the
ristian era, of whase occupants we have
any knowledge. Not only do men go to
dust, but the monuments that are built over
them decay, and they become only part
and parcel of the great world they have
once lived in. As we go further back, we
find that of those who lived a thousand
years before Christ, no graves are definite-
ly known, with the exception of three or
four, among which the grave of Rachel and
the cave of Machpelah are the most con-
spicuous.

-

~

Yiterarp  Fofices.

The works of Richard Sibbes, D.D., with
preface by Rev. B, Grossart. Vol. 1., con-
taining bis lectures on the Bruised Reed,
the Soul's Conflict, the Saint’s Safety, &c.
Montreal : Dawson Brothers, Great St.
James Street.

The works of this series which have sl-
ready appeared sre high monuments of
scientific thonghts and sacred learning, and
taking the volume before us as a specimen,
the  getting-up™ is all that can be de-
sired. The type is most readable, the
volume is most elegant in appearance, and
the price & marvel even in this age of cheap
publications. Our only regret is that as
the men for whose benefit these old Por-
itan divines have been re-published are,
for the most part, the profoundest thinkers,
the most advanced scholars, and broad-
minded religionists of the age, there is a
likdlihood of their being repelled from the
works by the narrow pssudo-evangelical
spirit in which, in some cases, the prefaces

have been written. We hope however
that soch will not be the case, as should
they take the trouble to look beyond the
preface they will find themselves richly
rewarded for their pains. Though more
than two long centuries, with all their
wondrous revolutions, have rolled over our
plauet since these works were first penned;
though mental science, biblical criticism,
and various other branches of enquiry that
throw light apon the iuspired record, have
made considerable advancement since these
venerable expositors lived and studied
here, there is much in their writings that
will repay the study of modern students;
and not a little equal to the best of modern
divines. The mental powers, scholastic
attainments, and theological views of the
writer of the book before us, are so iden-
tical with those of the other authors, that
we can scarcely make a remark to charac-
terize the onme that will not apply with
equal force to the other. We liko their
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wmethod, it sedms to us the most true and
profitable mantiét of dealing with God's
great bock. Their plan is to offer exe-
getical remarks npon the separate verse or

: h, and then to dedace the “doc-
trinks” or grand truths theréin expressed
or implied,” Modern expositors, especially
of the German school, seem almost. sys-
tematically to neglect this latter operation,
as if unworthy of modern scholarship and
science. This we deem a great mistake.
The “doctrines,” or geneéral truths con-
tained in a passage, are its very heart,
spirit, worth ; and the man who cannot
bring them out clearly to the common
sense of the common reader, lacks the
fondamental qualifications of a biblical ex-
positor, however deeply resd he may
be in philological lore, or skilful in her-
meneutrical tactics. The notes of these
writers then meeting us at every turn like
finger-posts, and pointing us into glorious
districts of common sense sentiment abd
divine trath, give their works an immense
charm, and sfford a sufficient guarantee
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for the continuance of their popularity
through coming ages. Weo therefore cor-
dially recommend our readers to enrich
their libraries with this magnificent and
wondrously cheap edition of the worke of
the Puritan divines.

Tee GowpeExy Hour; Coxway. Dawson
Brothers, Great St. James Street, Mon-
treal.

In this little volume, the writer very
Yankee-ishly, and in his own opinion very
convincingly, attempts to prove that the
American war was undertaken with a view
to suppress slavery. He urges his country-
men to improve the Golden Hoar, and as-
sures them that if they do so, victory will
be theirs. Wedo not pretend to be able to
say whether, should they act up to his sug-
gestions, such would be the result, but
would ask our readers to purchase the book
(ihich, on the whole, to give it justice, is
a very interesting one)and decide for them-
selves.

@he Chureh in Canabda.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL,

The usual quarterly meeting of this Pres-
bytery was held in St. Andrew’s Church,
Montreal, on the 1st Wednesday of August.

The members present were the Rev.
William Masson, Moderator, the Revs. Alex-
ander Mathieson, D.D., James C. Muir,
D.D., William Simpson, Alexander Wal-
lace, James T. Paul, Frederick P. Sym,
James Patterson, James Black, and Wil-
liam Darrach.

The minutes of last ordinary meecting
and of the meeting held at Toronto, on
the 3rd of June, were read and sustained.

Commissions of representstive elders
were read and sustained.

Messrs. Morris, Larmont and Green-
shields being present, took their seats as
members of Court.

Rav. James Black of Chatham, C. E,,
was chosen Moderator for the current
year.

Rev. James Patterson, was appointed
Presbytery clerk.

Messrs. Wallace and Sym were appoint-
ed to examine the financial statement of
the clerk. They reported the same as
correct,

The report of the committee on the sub-
Jeet of a Presbyterial Home Mission Scheme

was read. The report was adopted and
the Presbytery resolved that the committee,
consisting of the Rev. Wm. Snodgrass,
Convener, the Revs. Dr. Mathieson, Simp-
son and Darrach, and of Messrs. Morris,
Greenshields, Larmont and Melvillg, be 2
standing committee of Presbytery to take
such futore action as they may deem pro-
per; also that the above be the committee
on supplies.

The Moderator reported that he had
written to the Colonial Committee request-
ing them to send ount another missionary
with a special view to the St. Joseph st.
district.  There was read a letter from the
Secretary intimating that the committee
were looking out for a suitable missionary.

Mr. Wallace desired the Presbytery to
consider the propriety of disjoining the
districts of Athelstan and Eigin from Han-
tingdon and erecting them into a saparate
congregation, on the ground that his pres-
ent field of labour was too extensive.

The Presbytery agreed to meet at Hun-
tingdon on the 17th of Scptember next at
11 oclock, A.M., to make enguiry and ve-
port to next ordinary meeting of Presbytery.
The Maderstor to preach and preside.

Dr. Mathicson requested leave of ab-
sence for S months. ¢ Presbytery being
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satisfied with the arrangements made for
supplying the pulpit of St. Andrew's
Church, agreed to grant this request.

Dr. Mathieson also made a request on
the part of his session, that the Rev. Wm.
Maxwell Inglis, bis assistant, be ordained.

The Presbytery appointed the Modera-
tor to prescribe to Mr. Inglis the neces-
sary discourses, and agreed to meet at 7
o'clork the same evening to proceed with
his trials for ordination.

The Presbytery next took up the ques-
tion of supphes for the present quarter,

The Rev. Mr. Fraser, late of Lanark,
C. W, having been previously introduced
to the Presbytery and invited to take part
in its deliberations, was appointed to give
such supply to Laprairie as may be in his
power. ‘lhe further supply of this vacan-
cy was remitted to the committee on sup-
plies.

The committee on supplies were in-
structed to make enquiries into the condi-
tion of St. Joseph Street Mission and re-
port to neat ordinary meeting of Presby-
tery, and further to make arrangements
for receiving ministers from a distance.

After some other matters had been dis-
posed of the Presbytery ordered all session
records to be presented for examination at
next ordinary meeting. In the evening
the Presbytery met and took Mr. Inglis on
trial for ordination. Being satisfied there-
with, the Presbytery resolved to meet in St.
Andrew’s Church on Wednesday, the 13th
instant, to proceed with bis ordination.

The next ordinary meeting 10 be held
on the 1st Wednesday of November.

ORDINATION—ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH,
MONTREAL.

The Rev. Dr. Mathieson and his session hav-
ing expressed their desire to the Presbytery
that the Rev. Mr. Inglis, Assistant Minister,
should be ordained, and the Presbytery con-
curring, met at Montreal, on Tuesday, the 12th
ultimo, for the purpose. The Rev. Mr. Black,
moderntor, preached an ingeanious and inter-
esting discourse from Eph. iv, 11,
gave tosomce apostles and to some prophets,”&c.
He ther stated that Mr. Inglis had passed
through the usual trials with credit to himself
and satisfaction to the Presbytery, and after
having read the act of independence, and pro-
posed the usual questions, proceeded, along
with the other members of Presbytery who were
present, to set him apart for the work of the
Holy ministry, by the laying on of hands.
There were associated with the Presbytery on
the occasion, the Rev. Dr Cook, Quebec ; Rev.
Dr. Barclay, Toronte; Rev. Mr. Fraser, of
Lanark; and Rev. Mr. Anderson, chaplain to

“And he {
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the forces.—Dr. Mathieson, being on his way to
Scotland, was unavoidably absent.

Rev., Mr. Paterson then addressed ihe
minister from 1 Tim. iv. 16. “Take heed
unto thyself,” &c. In the course of his remarks,
which were exceedingly appropriate, he
cautioned him in taking bheed anto himself, to
take care of his body as well as his mind, asin
a large city congregation too much labor is
often either imposed or undertaken.

The Rev. Mr. Masson then happily enforced,
on the members of the congregation who were
present, the great duties of love, respect, and
friendship, which a minister hus & right at all
times to expect from his people.

ORDINATION AT SPENCERVILLE.

The raembers and adherents of the Presby-
terian Ghurch of Canada in connection with
the Cburch of Scotland, residing in the town-
ship of Edwardsburgh, C. W., having recently
been formed into, and received as a congrega-
tion within the bounds of the Presbytery of
Bathurst, some time ago unanimously invited
Mr. James B. Mullen, Preacher of the Gospel,
to become their pastor. The call having been
duly moderated in and accepted, the Rev. the
Presbytery of Bathurst met on the 23rd ultimo
at Spencerville, a flourishing village in said
township, for the ordination and induction of
Mr. Mullen.

Sederunt:—The Rev. Messrs. D. Morrison,
Brockville, Moderator; W. Bain, Perth; S.
Mylne, Smith Falls; W. C. Clarke, Middle-
ville; and W. T. Canning, Oxford Mills.

Alter the court had been constituted by
prayer, the congregation was cited to state
their objections, if they had any, to the life and
doctrine of Mr Mullen. On the non compear-
ance of any objectors, it was resolved to pro-
ceed at once with the ordination services which
were conducted throughout with due decorum
and becoming solemnity. T

The sermon preached on the occasion was
by the Rev. Mr. Clarke, who chose as his text
the last clause of the 10th verse of the 2nd
chapter of Revelation. * Be thou faithful un-
to death, and I will give thec & crowa of life.”
This subject so full of sacred admonition, and
cheering encouragement to Christian stead-
fastness, was ably and eloquently discussed.

The sermon being ended and the usual ques-
tions previous to ordination put and satisfac-
torily answered by Mr. Mullen, the Presby-
tery by solemn prayer and imposition of hands,
set apart Mr. Mullen to the office of the holy
ministry ; they then gave him the right hand
of fellowship and admitted him to the spiritual
oversight of the coagregation of Spencerville
and to all the rights and privileges belonging
thereto.

The Rev. Mr. Bain then addressed the newly
ordaincd minister in terms of earacst and fa-
therly counsel. During the delivery of this
most admirable address, the hearers maintain-
ed breathless silence and were evidently much
impressed while not a few were affected to
tears. The Moderator next earncstly exhorted
the people, in an address at once plain, point-
ed and practical, to a faithful discharge of the
duties devolving on them.
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The members of Pregbytery were afterwards
“kindly entertained to dinner by William Stitt,
¥sq., Who we may mention has uniformly ma-~
pifested a most lively interest in Church mat-
te:8, and hag never been slow in extending his
warm hospitality towards those sent there
from time to time to minister in things spiri-
toal.

Through the considerate kindness of the
township council, the congregation, not having
a8 yet any place of worship of their own at
present, meet for Divine service in the town-
hall—a very handsome and commodious edi-
fice. ‘The erection, however, of a suitablo
Church may speedily be expected, to judge
from the intelligence, christian zeal and com-
fortable circumstances of the Spencerville peo~

le.

P The people constituting the new chargebave
certainly manifested a commendable zeal in
securing for tnemselves with the least possible
delay the blessings of 4 permanent ministry.
They have acted wisely too in choosing as
their pastor not & complete stranger but one
who bas laboured faithfully among them as
catechist for two previvus summers, who hag
ibereby beeu mainly instrumental in the hands
of God of building them up into their present
topeful condition. May this corner of the
Lord’s vincyard be abundantly watered with
showers of divine grace and thereby become
ihe spiritual birth-place of many an awakened
sinner !

INDUCTION.

On the 18th of June, the Rev. Peter Lindsay,
of Buckingham and Cumberland, was inducted

261

at Arnprior, and placed in the pastoral charge
of that congregation. The Rev. Alex. Mann,
of Packingham, presided, put the questiong
required by the rules of the Church. The Rev.
Mr. White, of Richmond, delivered an appro-
priate and eloquent discourse from Rom. i, 16,
and the Rev. Mr. McMorine, of Ramsay, ad-
dressed the ministerand the congregation in an
impressive and feeling manner, inculcating the
relative duties of each plairly and affection-
ately. This congregation has been for a long
period without a settled minister, but since
the translation of Mr. Lindsay, it is gradually
increasing, and evinces unmistakable evidences
of apiritual as well as temporal prosperity.

GUELPHE~—PRESENTATION.

Yesterday the members of the congregation
of the Church of Scotland, Guelph, met at the
residence of their pastor, the Rev. John Hogg,
for the purpose of presenting him with a car-
riage and set of harness, as a mark of their
esteem. This token, in connection with the
circomstance that about two years ago the
ladies of the same congregation presented him
with an elegant pulpit gown, must be very
gratifying to Mr. Hogg, as showing the high
degree of esteem and affection that exists on
the part of his flock towards bim.

PRESENTATION.

A deputation from the ladies of St. Andrew’s
Chureb, Galt, recently presented their pastor,
Rev. Robert Campbell, with an elegant gown
and cassock.

Locture on fhe Sum,

By tHE VERY Rev. W. Lriten, D.D., PrixcipaL or QUeexn’s COLLEGE.

a———

1t is remarkable that the most important
wdy in the solar system should be the one
shose physical constitution and structure at-
tacted, till lately, least notice. It scemed
topeless to fathom the mystery of this fountain
f light and heat. The milder rays of the
sher bodies of the srstem allowed us to gaze
umfortably on their curface, and to trace re-
imblances to our own globe; but the sun
repelled us by his fierce rays, and astronomers
contented themselves with & rapid glance, as
looking inio a scorchiag furnace. The sun
va3 regarded as wholly dissimilar to the other
todies of the system—so dissimilar indeed that
1 was thought po knowledge of terrestrial
wuditions would ever enable us to comprehend
tonditions apparently so different. What dif-
%rence could be greater than between a fierce
rnace, like the sum, and cold, dark, solid
‘Yodies, like the planets? The sunappeared to
te 3 mystery so profound that astronomers felt
4 wag irpevereace to pry iato it too curiously.
Pscent science bas, however, thrown off all
itlicacy on this gubjcct, and the sun is now
teated ay familiarly by the chemist as any
wbstance submitted to his analysis. It has

been found that the sun is not wholly disso-
ciated from the planets in constitution and
structure, that there are links of connection
which show that they belong to the same
famil - of bodies, and it is one of the chiefl
charms of agtronomy to trace these links.

The first point for consideration in discussing
the subject is the measurement of the distance,
size and weight of the sun. When the more
startling facts of astronomy are stated to an
igoorant or illiteraie man, they are received of
course with incredulity and, it may be, with
ridicu’le. They so far transcend the circle of
his ov.a narrow conceptions that he smiles at
the credulity of the learned. Now this incre-
dulity is not confined to the ignorant and illit-
erate. Well educated people have often a secret
unbelief as to the facts of astronomy, though
they may be ashamed to put their opinions in
opposition to that of the whole scientific world.
Yet, when told that the earth’s surface spins
round with the volocity of 3 canmon ball, that
the litle prominences that can be seen with
the naked eye on the edge of the moon are
vast mountains, that the earth i3 no more to
the sun in magnitude than a single stone of St.
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Paul's to the whole fabric, they are inclined to
shake their heads, althoughk positively asgured
of the faots by the most eniinent astronymers.
They read books which give facts and { gures,
but still they do not bring conviction. And

why does this eecret unbelief ¢Ying to the nind?’

Simply because we do not understsnd the ra-
tionale or principle by which these astounding
facts have been arrived at. If wo once comi-
prebend the methods, the facts will reudily
bring conviction. Now it is this comprehen-
sion of the methods and principles of a science
that constitutes real scientific knowledge. It
i3 not the storing-upin the memory of the facts
aund figures of astronomy. A clever boy at
school will, in the course of a few months’
study, becom: a more profound scholar than
Newtor or Herschel, if astromomy consists
merely in the recollection of its facts. In com-
pany Newton sometimes appeared more igno-
rant than others about his own discoveries,
simply because ho had not a memory for num-
bers. And some, who could not in the least
comprehend tbe science, yet appeared in con-
versation to be superior, because they could at
once give the exact distance of the moon or
the exact compression of the earth.

In order to derive true enjoyment from the
study of astronomy, and really to believe in
its facts, it is necessary that you clearly com-
prehend the methods by which these facts bhave
been arrived at. But you will ask, Is it pes-
sible for the popular mind without a special
technical training to attain this? I think it
is. It is not at all necessary to comprchend
the principles of the celestial mechanism that
you should be able to handie astronomical
instruments or manage mathematical formulx
It is just like understanding the principle of
a steam engine. It is not necessary, that you
should be a practical engineer, and able to cal-
culate the pressure ¢f steam or the strength
of matenals, to comprchend the principle oa
which the engine works. So in the celestial
mechanism you may bave a thorough compre-
hension of the general principles involved, al-
though you cannot ecter into the technical de-
tais of calculation. In determining the dis-
tance of the sun the astronomer ounly employs
2 principle which you daily take advantage
of m estimating distance. On looking out
from the windows of a railway carriage you
observe that near objects flit along the horizon,
while distant objects creep very slowly, and
you calculate that the slow objects are more
distant than the fast ones. The distance is in
direct proportiun to the slowness of the motion.
If the near house is one mile distant, then yon
conclude that the more remote une in the same
line 18 two milcs if its motion is twice slower;
three miles if thrice slower, and so on. You
have only to measure the distance of the first
nouse, and the distance of the farthest off is at
once known by ascertaming its comparative
rate of motion. Instead of the most distant
house you may take & cloud, or the moon, or
any heavenly object. The principle is precise-
1y the same, only you must move farther to sce
any appreciable change of place. This change
of place according tw the different position you
occupy is called parallax, and on this depends
your knowledge of the distance of the heaveuly
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bodies. When you have inthis way found the
distance of the sun it is easy to measureits gize
You can ‘do 5o by the rule of simple proportion.
Suppose 'that, when you hold out a sixperice at
arm’s leogth, it exactly' covers the face'of the
san, you say that the snn and the sixnence
bave the same apparent’size, but the'sun’ ap-
pears so much less than it in reality is, just
in proportion to its greater distance; and, if
you'wish to kcow how much larger it is in re-
ality than the sixpence, you must ascertain
bow much'more distant it is, or how many arm’s
lengths there are between the sixpence and the
sun ; and that number wili be the number of
sixpences required to stretch across the sup,
and, knowing the diameter of the sixpence, you
know the diameter of the sun. Then, agto the
weighing of the sup, this app=ars still more
wonderful ; and, when the astronomer speaks
of weighing & planet, people imagine that it is
only in a metaphorical sense that he doesso. But
he weighs the planets just as really as the gro-
cer weighs his goods over a counter. When you
put a letter into a spring balance you think it
is only the letter you are weighing, but you are
at the same time weighing the earth. Youare
not apt to think so because the world is always
the same, while you chaage the letters. Wut
suppose you change the world instead of the
letter. Suppose that a letter which weighs ap
ounce is carried in the spring balance to an-
other planet, and held at the same distancs
from its centre, would the letter weigh the
same? By no means; if the planet is only
balf the weight of the earth, the letter will be
only half an ounce; if it is double the weight
of the earth, it will be two ounces. Let us
suppose the one ounce letter to b carried to
the sun, how much would it weigh there’—
eleven tons; and, just ascleven tons is greater
than one ounce, so 13 the sun greater than the
carth. It must be carcfully observed in weigh-
ing the planets that the balance must be held
at the same distance from their centres, nn
their surfaces. Butyou will say, How can you
get the balance conveyed to the planets ard
the sun? The answer is that there are natural
spring balances in the heavens. Theseare the
orbits or circles in which the planets move
They may be compared to bent steel spring:-
and, just ag the earth by its weight or gravity
pulls and bends the wire of a spring balance
so does it bend the patb of the moon intes
curve. Were it not for this bending power the
moon would move in @ straight lice: but the
earth bends the straight path of the moon a:
the copper bends the hoop of a barrel, and o1
actly in proportion to the bending in g giver
line is the pulling power or weight of the carth
The weight ot the sun is found in the same war
You have only to measure how much it bends
the paths of the plancts in a given time. Koew-
ing the weight of the earth, we can readily tolt
buw much heavier the sun is from its superier
power in bending the orbits of the planets
Let us next attend to the position of the 72
in the snlar system. It i3 the centre of the
whule. In this way its light and heat are equat-
ly distributed throughout the whole year of
each planet. Each planet goes round the oo
tral firs in & circle during the course of the
year. We might conceive a dark body corres
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ponding to the sun in the centre controlling all
the planets by his gravitation ; while another
bady, such as Jupiter, had assigned to it the
fanction of dispensing light and beat to the
solar system. But, were this the case, the vari-
ous planets would experience extremes of heat
and cold which would be destructive to all life.
Placed as the furnace is in the centre; there is
but little variation in temperature in the course
of the year. Thae next point of interest is the
structure of the sun. The spots on his surface,
which Milton so poetically represents as demons
flitting across his disc, reveal the true struc-
ture. These spots are not really on the sur-
face, but holes down which you see through
the dark body of the sun. When you look
down these funnels you see the edges of the
concentric shells of which the outer part
of the mass of the sun is composed. There
is probably & solid core, and round the core
there i3 layer upon layer, like the concen-
tric layers of & bulbous root. These layers o~
strata are separated from one another by inter-
vals which are probably filled witha transpa-
rent atmosphere, just as one stratnm of clouds
is suspended above another by .he buoyancy of
the earth's atmosphere. Three distinct con-
centric shells have been discovered by care-
fully looking down thsse abysses, which are
so large that our earth could easily be preject-
ed through them. These strata are not solid,
for you see the whole mass in commotion like
& boiling cauldron, and its continuity is broken
by these openings or holes," which are like
breaks in the continuity of a cloud-covered
sky. The dark body of the sun appears
through them as you see the blue sky through
breaks in the cloudy stratum above us. The
outer visible stratum is called the photosphere,
a5 it is from it that the light comes. Total
eclipses reveal a new stratum which at other
times is quite iavisible on account of the
brighter radisunce of the photosphere. It is of
s rose-coloured tiat and envelops the photo-
sphere. We are in fact looking through it,
when we are looking at he bright disc of the
sun. The veil is, however, so transpareat that
we do not suspect that we are looking through
it. When the moon in a total eclipse entirely
covers the sum, this rose-coloured stratum
shines out with very lofty prominences, like
the crests of waves in a storm. This rose-col-
ored stratum projects only & very little beyond
the limit of the sun, but in a total eclipse there
is a corona like the glory round a Saint's head,
-which éxtends far beyond the limb. Tkere is
still gréat doubt as to the nature of this corons,
whgiher it belongs to the sun or moon, or is
merely an affection of light in passing the edge
of the moon ‘There is however nodoubt that
the red flames belong to the sun. The sun is
encircted by rings of zones, corresponding to
the rings of Saturn. The rings of Saturn can-
not be soiid as, was once supposcd, at Ieast
they cannot form a rigid aass like a rock.
They are probably composed of innumerabla
sipall magses of matler, each moving inde-
péndéntiy like a separate planet, but then so
£Josely. packeq together that the mass appears
80lid.” Qns of these riggs in fact is composed
~of such fine particles of matter tha, ypu can
see throogh it—tbis ig the dark ring lately dls-
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covercd, The others probably differ from it
only in being more massive, or composed of
coarser material, so that the stratum is too
thick to be transparent. The sun has similar
rings. The Zodiacal light is probably one of
these. The zone of asteroids between Marg and
Jupiter is another, for, although we have dig-
covered only 70 distinct bodies there are prob-
ably millions more of 2 smaller gize. Lever-
rier has also indicated 2 other zones, one with-
in the orbit of Mercury, and *he other near the
orbit of the Earth. He has even approximated
to the weight of each of these zones or rings.
The next point is the work of the sun. Itis
not only to the heat and light of the sun we
are indebted. Almost all the wmechanical
power on the face of the earth is traced to the
sun. The sum of force in the universe is al-
ways the same, just as the sum of matter is al-
ways the same. The force may chaage its form.
but its amount is always the same. This prin-
ciple is known by the name of correlation of
pbysical force. When the river leaps over the
Niagara Falls and reaches the level beneath,
its mechapical force islost as to form, but it
is transmuted into heat. The water at the bot-~
tom of the fall is increased in tewaperature, and
were this heat collected, it would be converted
into mechanical power,exactly adequate toraise
the water to its formerlevel. The heat of explo-
sion is converted into mechanical power when
the ball igimpelled from a gun. The mechanical
power is reconverted into heat when the ball
1s suddenly arrested in its flight. The ball
will be found to be hot exactly in proportion
to its velocity when arrested. Now this is the
case with the sun's heat. All the mechanical
power employed by man can be traced to the
sun. The water wheel is turned by the sun.
its heat raises the water from the ocean and
deposits it in the form of rain on the mountain’s
side. The river collects the rain, fills the
buckets of the water wueel, and by this pro-
cess the sun indirectly works the machinery of
the mill. The steam engine is not an excep-
tion. Its power i3 der:ived from the heat of
the furnace, but the furnace depends for its
power on fuel. But how should fuel possess
thig power ? It hag derived it from thke sun.
The fuel as growing wood stored-up the power
dispensed by the sun. The trec is the concen-
trated power of many summers’ heat, and,
though it may lie for thousanus of years as
coal in the bowels of the ecartb, it retsins the
power till it is evolved by burning. But
you will say that animal power ig surely dif-
ferent? Such is not the case. Everyexercise
of animal power costs some waste of tissue:
that tissue is ultimately derived from vege-
table matter, and the vegetable matter owesits
power to the rays of the sun. Volition.cammot
create mechanical power; it can only direct
and applyit. The only power not derived from
the sun ig that of the rise and fall of the tide,
ag far as this is due to the moon. The, trade
winds may also be regarded as an exception.
This power is derived from the rotation of the
earth, though the heat of the sun is necessary
to develop the power. ..
The next point of in.. estis the combustion

‘of the sun. It was long thought that the sun's

combustion was totally different from that of
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all other bedies, and that by some mysterious
process light and heat could be constantly
given out without any loss. The principle of
the correlation of physical force tends to the
conclugion that there is a real loss of power;
that the radiation of heat is like the pouring of
water out of & cistern, and that, unless there
are some means of supply, it must be exhaust-
ed. What is more, recent science has actually
discovered well known substances in the in-
candescent atmosphere of the sun, bringing
the flame into close analogy to terrestrinl com-
bustior. The following metals have already
been detected in the state of vapor in the in-
candescent atmogphere of the sun :~—Sodium,
potassium, magnesium, iron, chromium and
nickel. This has been accomplished by means
of what is called spectrum analyses. The gen-
eral principle is readily understood. It is the
use of color as a test. You can often judge,
simply by the color, as to what the nature of
any substance is. When certain substances
are put into the flame of & lamp, you can guess
at the nature of the substances by the color of
the flame. [Flames were exhibited of different
colors, produced by the mixture of soda, potash,
lime, strontia, with spirits of wine.] And by
merely marking the shade of color you might
form a good idea as to the substances which
tinged the flame. Still this test would often
fail, as the same color may result from the
mixture of various substances. There may be
various substances jn the flame giving one
compound color, and from this one color it
would be impossible to discover the various
substances. When, however, you view the
flame through a prism with proper precautions,
admitting the light only through a parrow slit,
you find that the spectrum or colored image of
the flame of each substance has a distinct pat-
tern—has 80 many cnlored bands running
acrogs it with dark intervals between. Each
substance is known by the color, number aud
position of the bands. If there are incandes-
cent substances in the flame, the patterns of
toth are given, so that they may be at once
distinguished. If the flame is supposed to be-
come a solid, white, incandescent body, such
as platinum, you get a spectrum with all the
seven primitive colors, and they are quite con-
tinuous. There are no dark gaps, because the
light is pure white, and comes from & solid
body. There are dark gaps in the spectrum of
a flame charged with incandescent particles in
it, because the flame has not all the colors of
white light. The sodium spectrum has only
one yellow band, and all the other colors are
wanting. Lithium has only & yellow and an
orange band, with all the other colors wanting;
and there is & dark gap between these two col-
ored bands, because the intermediate shades
of yellow and orange are wanting. The deli-
cacy of this test transcends immeasurably all
other tests. The thirty-millionth of a grain of
sodium can be detected in a flame. If a buck-
etful of salt were thrown into Lake Ontario,
and equally diffused, it could bs detected in a
bucketful of water drawn at sny part of the
lake. But hov does all this bear on the chem-
istry of the sun? How does this principle en-
able us to detect the substancesin the solar at-
mosphere? It has been stated that a solid,
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white, incandescent body gives all the sever
colors with their innumerable shades. The sur
gives this; and, if this were all, we would be
entitled to conclude that the illuminating por-
tion of the sunm was also solid or fluid, fora
fluid comports itself like a solid. But along
with the perfect continuous spectrum there is
& peculiar structure. The spectrum is striated
with innumerable fine black lines, not uniform-
ly distributed, but peculiarly grouped. Every
color is thus striated, just as a rainbow would
be striated if you held up between it and your
eye the warp of a web, the threads running
along the ribs of the bow. The interest of
Kirchhoff and Bunsen’s researches lies in the
explanation given of these dark lines. They
have shown that they are the reversed spectra
of the incandescent substances in the vaporous
atmosphere of the sup, and that they are re-
versed or appear dark because they are seen
on the brighter background of the white solid
or fluid body of the sun. According to this
theory, if the solid or fluid body of the sun
were obliterated, while the vaporous incandes-
cent atmosphere remained, all the black lines
would bscome colored with their appropriate
tints, and we could recognise the patterns witk
which we are so familiar when analyzing the
substances diffused in the flame of a lamp.
This theory ig verified by actual experimeet.
When the brighter light of ignited lime or char-
coal points is placed behind the fiawe of a
lamp, the colored patterns give way to dark
lines, which occupy the same place and pre-
gerve the same grouping. The colored bands
in the spectrum of the flame _xtinguish the
corresponding colors in the spectrum of the
solid source of light, and replace them by cor-
responding dark lines. The color of the bars
of 8 window is not visible when you look out
upon the bright g%y ; they appear simply as
black lines. And, so do the colored lines of
the spectra of the various substances appear
dark when seen against the brighter spectrum
of the solid source of light. By carefully exam-
ining the grouping of the dark lines in the
sun's spectrum, and compsaring them with the
known colored patterns of various snbstances,
the metals already enumerated have been de-
tected. You might think it impossible to
single out from inpumerable dark lines the
pattern of a certain metal, but the chemist cen
do this as readily as the sailor can single out
the rig of his own ship from a forest of masts
in the harbor. This spectrum analysis is one
of the most brilliant achievements of our day,
and will undoubtedly form an era in the Lis-
tory of chemistry. It he enabled chemistry
to extend its dominion to the sun and stars.
An interesting question in connection with
the combustion of the sun is, How ig it supplied
with fuel ? for it cannot dispense light and
heat with undiminished intensity nnless replen-
ished with fuel. The old theory that the
comets ave the sun's fuel is revived in another
form. The comet of Eancko ig gradually ap-
proaching the sun in & spiral course, and will
ultimately fall into it. And, although no ten-
dency to this result has, as yet, been detected
in reforence to the planets, there is little donbt
that the same fate is reserved for them. This
may be caused by a resisting medium, or i
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may be due to the repelling force exercised by
the sun, which all comets show in a striking
form, and which the analysis of M. Faye has
proved to be explanatory of the shortening pe-
riode of Encke's comet. It is believed that the
zoanes of meteorites, approaching the sunina
spiral course, like that of a comet, gradually
supply the sun with the necessary material to
keep upits heat; and this can be done, though
these meteorites be not combustible. Their
arrested motion would supply an adequate
amount of heat. These zones of meteorites
are closing in like the rings of Saturn upon
the central body, for M. Struve's observations
incontestably show that these rings are stretch-
ing out to the body of the planet. This apiral
tendency is also illustrated by the spiral form
of 30 many nebulz. And no one can look at
these spirals without the conviction that there
is progress towards a centre. But the sun’s
fuel is limited, and th: combustion must at
last cease, The researches of the German chem-
ists lead to the conclusion that the photo-
sphere is fluid, not gaseous. It cannot ke con-
ceived a continuous solid. It is also probable
that the region of the incandescent metals in
the state of vapor is the vose-colored stratum
seen in total eclipses. It will be a matter of
intense interest, on the occasion of the next
total enlipse of the sun, to ascertain whether
the characteristic colored bands of the metals
are to be founad in the rose-colored prominences
and in the corona.

Weo have seen that science has distinctly
traced the doom written on the solar system.
It is destined to pass away. The machine is
running down., The central fire will at last be
exbausted. The planets and satellites in their
spiral courses will come to a standstill. But
sre we to arrive at the conclusion that God's
glory shall no longer be manifested in the
heavens ? or that this system is to rush into
apnihilation ? No, there is no ground in science
for the belief that a single particle of matter
will ever be annihilated ; but there is every
ground for the belief that the passing-away of
the golar gystem is only one phase of some
grander revolution, and that from the ashes of
the preseat system more glorions worlds and
systems may arise. All this is in perfect, al-
most literal; accordance with the Scriptures,
which represent the heavens as passing away
85 & scroll.  They shall wax old as a gar-
nment. Asa vesture shalt thou change them,
414 they shall be changed.” It represents the
pbenomenal world as cver changing—in a
state of unceasing fluctuation—while the great
absolute I AM remains ever the same. It is
with a feeling of regret that we detect any-
thing like imperfection or decay in the heav-
ens. We would fondly cling to the belief
that the celestial mechanism i3 imperish.ble,
while all things change and decay on earth.
But why should tbe beavens be an exception
1o the rule, that every structure and organism
bas only certain periods of existence? We do
not think the flower that blossoms but for a
day less besutiful, or manifesting God's wis-
dom less wondrously because it bas but & brief
period of existence. The wisdom of God is
displayed in sadapting its structare to the pe-
Ziod of its existence, whether long or short.
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And 8o in the heavens God's wisdom is dig~
played in go balancing and adjusting the solar
system tbat it is admirably adapted to serve
the temporary purpose for which it is intended.
The constituent elements of the flower pass
away fur a time from view, but only to reap-
pear in gome other form, and fulfil perhaps
some higher functions; and so it will undoubt-
edly be with the elements of the solar system.
And is there not a great and important lesson
taught by this fleeting cbaracter of even the
grandest systems of the universe? It tells us
that we seek in vain for something immutable
and eternal in the shadows of material things.
Amongst the ceaseless fluctuations of material
phenomena it forces us to seek Him who is
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. To
confer upon matter theattribute of immutabil-
ity, and to stamp upon systems the attribute
of eternity, would be to make the universe
God. It would be to deify matter and mate~
rial things; whereas the ever-changing char-
acter of all created things—of systems of
worlds, as well as vegetable and animal or-
ganisms—is designed to point to the personal,
living, unchangeable God, who is in all,
through all, and above all. God spoke the
worlds into being, and worlds and systems sre
but the written thonghtsof God. Butwe have
no reason to believe that God has spoken Hig
last word, or that worlds and systems are not
still to be evolved from chaos. The solar sys-
tem may pass away, as a spoken sound fades
upon the ear, but it is after all only one artic-
ulate utterance of the Almighty. Are there
not yet tones to be uttered, chords to be struck,
far surpassing aay utterances that bave yet
been heard ? The spirit is overwhelmed at the
vast period of the solar system, the millions of
years that may yet elapse before it reaches it
final destiny, but in a higher state of being,
and occupying a loftier eminence, this vast
pericd will be only the turning of & single page
in the bistory of the universe. Milton sublime-
1y speaks of the skies as of the book of God
wherein to read His glory ; but, after all, it is
only the hornbook of the beginner. There are
other books to be opened, deeper mysteries to
be fathomed ; and the heavens above us are
only the preface of that greater roll which is
to be unfolded to us when suitably prepared
by our training on earth. Let us then rever-
entially read thig book, believing that it is pur-
posely designed to fit us for a higher state of
being, where we ghall see no longer in part,
but when with open face we shall behold the
full glory of God.

The lecturer in conclusion stated that since
last lecture it had been represented to him that
an effort should be made in Kingston to do
something to raisc the Observatory to one of
national importance before an appeal wasmade
to other parts of Cenada. He was ready to
asgent to this; but still, as the Observatory
was not to be of a locsl character, it was but
fair that other cities of Canada should contrib-
ute. Kiogston had siready contributed up-
wards of £300, independently of the recent
cost of the building. Were suitable instru-
ments provided, there would bs a strong claim
on Government to have the present inadequate
grant increased, 80 as to secure a suitablc staff
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of observers. Tho greatinterest manifested by | which would not only reflsct credit upon the

the. ¢ of Kingston in the subject of the
l@gg%iig an sssursnce that they wounld
lerid a belping hand in founding -an institation

city but give to Canads a scientific position
among the nations of the World.

Gommunications,

To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Sir,—It was my purpose to anticipate all
objections to Tpion, and to obviate the force of
sich objections by endeavouring to answer
them, before entering upon the merits of the
question itself; but tae opponents of it are 5o
clamorons to know what would be gained by
it, that it would perbaps prejudico the cause
which these articles aim at forwarding to de-
lay, longer the consideration of the advantages
which, would result from Union. We shall,
therefore, in the meantime let the remainder of
the difficulties which stand in the way of this
desired end lic over to bo disposed of in &
fufore arficle.

Indiscussing prelimipary points so far,we have
begged the question of cdoaniages, as the oppo-
nents of Union bave agheppily that of disad-
vanlages. And certainly they seem to be in car-
aest, o bave summoned all their strength; for
notwithsianding that sfrenuous opponents of

Union are konowa to be few, from the frequent f

denundiations of it with which we are favoared
in your periodics), one would fancy that their
name is legion. We thick, sir, ihat in this
discussion it would be but fair that the advo-
cates of Tnion shoanld bave cqual space with
their opporents; and, .slthough those who
think favourably of it do not mamifest so
much zesl as the others in maintaining their
view, that they shonld be aliowed article for
articie.

Jow to the subject which is to some axtent
occu{;yiag the minds of sll our pcople, and
which excites no smsll fermeat, especiaily
apongst our Highland brethren. For what
end is 11 this pother raised ?

1. TRe :dea of Omiom 15 itself decutzful cad
worlh contending for. Men aze ready todo a
good deal in our day in support of grand ideas.
Garibaldi and his associztes were animated for
their de¢ds of daring and prowess by one of
these grand ideas, fhe mufy of ltalr, ~At this
very momeat oar neighbours in the Nortbern
Stsfes are sacrificing blood and tressure to
maintain & similar idcs, the unily of dacrica.

This will be met by our opponcats on the
threshold by the scornfal “away with all xb-
stract specuiations on the wmaler, we wand
none of the.”  Bct, friends, y23 are not going
to put us off.in tha: way, by fleving to the
dificaltics which stand ia the ®3y of realizing
# the besatifal idesa™ When we were discas-
sing (e difficulties srd meeting them you were
all the time ssking, Faz what is all this waste
of paper T what would be gained by Tnion?
Now, whea we ba.c come toanswer that qui s-
tion, yoa wish o sbift yozr ground back to the
guestion of obstacles; but we shall a0t go
with, yoo—you must £r3t beas =5 aaswer the
quesiion which yoa bare so often pat, what
wold'be geined by Usion ?

Yon adnit at once that the ides is beantiful,
if it could be realized—the ides of 400 minis-
ters and congregations walking together in
love, keeping the unnity of the spirit in the
bond of peace. That i3 a state of things, you
say, which would, no doabt, be plessing to
Almighty God, and would be consistent with
the requirements of His Holy Word, which
bas exhorted Christians to be of one hears, of
one mind. This is 8 god-like, truthfal ides.
Well, friends, what we maintain in the mean-
time is that every true idea can be realized,
and if it can be realized, then we main-
tain that we ought to strive to reslize it.
Notwithstanding that meny msy socer at this
argument in favour of a Tnion, it is really &
very strong one. Ko one will say that & Union
is absolulely impossible, and we argue that if
it is possible, and if it would be & good thing
| (the Bible settles that point), then we are
' bound to strive for it, or we will not be work-
ing to the best of our ability for the bighest
purposes within our reach. But this ig duty—
to subserve the kighest good.

The Church is cver spoken of in the Bible
as one catholic church, anc sev ral portions
of Scripture are specially addressed.to it as
I such ; whilst we hold in regsrd to these parts

which were addressed to particalar chaurchbes,
that they are not of private interpretatior—
tbat though the circumstances which called
thee forth were special, the principles em-
braced sre of universsl spplication. If as
ckurcbes we rested on the Holy Scriptares,
the objective pert of our creed alons, 2nd
wbhich all Protestants receive 2nd honoar, we
would be more Xberal and telerant. It is thig
ides which enlivens and streogthezs onsof the
noblest institutions of the world, tie Zoange-
ficel Aligace—and the aim of it is ultimately
to bring all Erangelics! Chdsiezdom to o
spirit of unity. And if it would be perbaps
desitable that all Christians wbo acknowledge
! the Bible, and the Bible ouly, 25 their standard
beok, were joined together in visible unity,
that there might be no schism in the body. of
Christ, narrowing our circle by the idex of Li¢
lagrdativa to be puld wpon Lhst book, we thizk
that all who ackaowledge **the Confession of
Faith and the Larger end Shorter Catechinms,”
25 cmbracing the chicf doctsines of the Bible,
ought to be one—one in spirity however sitaa-
ted geograpbically, and oae in organiration,
whea thero are no goographical dificpliies to
binder this.

Aad Fere we wonld dotico what we consider
ss a frllacions hope which oar respected Hod-
| crator threw o9t in Zis address at the :lose of

the Syood, naiwely, that onr Church may cdde
to bs Tegatded as an integmal part of the
Church of Scolland, 33 as to be admitsed to
wminideorial ap well as to ek comBUTIGR.




The writer is confidept this will never be con-
ceded, however much he personally might de-
sire it. In thg ficst place thexs are legal
impedimepts—the Church of Scotland i3 s
civil a3 well as an ecclesiastical inatitation,
and as such it cannct be out of Scotland, so that
the government of the country, if they choge to
be very scrupulous, might refuse to presest
any to & living within their jurisdictionp, and
the people refuse to receive apy who had not
been licensed and ordained by the recognized
Church Qourts of Scotland.

But there are even greater difficulties than
the foregoing in the way. If there is anyibing
of which the Church of Scotland is teneciously
conservative, it is of her rights and privileges,
and we shonid not like to bo the person who
wonld propose to her what our Moderator sug-
gested. The question would instantly be hoot-~
cd out of the Church Courts of Scotland. The
tendency of all our institutions, civil and sa-
cred, is towards democracy, and liberalism,
and we know Jom what we have heard dis-
tinguished mep in the Church of Scotland say,
that any sucu ~lemeat admisted into ber asoar
Cansdian Church would constitute, would be
considered as a flood that would nltimately
drown her. The position of a parish minister
is an object of so much ambition that therc are
always numerous candidates for every vacancy
from those educsted in the country, and it is
little likely that the ministers will permit any
competitors from this side the Atlantic to eater
upon the field of contest with themselves.

That this is the state of feeling in the Charch
at homo upon tha point raised by our Modera-
tor, may be gathered from the discussion wiich
took place in the General Assembly two or
thres years ago on the occasion of admitting
one of our Cansdian cdaucated ministersto a
living in Scotland. He hed to be examined ss
to his attsioments in lterature and theology,
just &8 & minister {from any other body wonld
bo on admission into the Charch; and even
then there was so much jealonsy expresced that
no Uausdian of spirit would be likely to sub-
mit to be similarly badgercd on agcount of any
temporary advantsge that he would sccare by
the ordeal. And the unfortenatc sppearance
msde on that occssion assarcdly did not do
anything towsards preparing the way for such
s recognition 2s our Very Revercad Modcrator |
thinks our Church may receive from the Cherch
st Home.

Then there is the geograpbical difficuliy—
# the brozd Atlaatic roacs alweeii.,” From the
imo to be spent in crossing, aad from the ex-
penso which wonld attedd it, the nolisn of aa

izcorporation with the Church of Séotland is
pat out of the queslion.

BaY, to retarn to oar discussion, here is no
geogisphical difScolly in the way of thé Tiilon
fér which we are pleading. And thén one Pres-
bioin Chyrch in Céaada is a something worth
aithing at, on contemplitiog which tle heart
of every patriotic Presdilesian in the countss,
oay well wasta,  Does Preshytesianism go to
fofm a relipious, an intlligent, and & bappy
people ? Then oar love for our conntsy shoald
PrOTAPL UA 10 propegatd that form of ccclesiss- |
Udienl’ TN shotld never be lost sight of thal
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plessure and .advantage. of, Canadians which
shonld. be kept in view in,this discussion. The
first generations of Scotsmep are quickly, pass-
ing away, snd it.is,.nob to. be .expected. that
their children will cling to sl their prejadices
—1t0 those views with.which theic peculiar
circumstances tended to imbue. their minds.
Our circumstances being changed, they cannat
blame us if we are also moulded by circam-
stances. As emigration will cesse.in future
fow Scotsmen will come to our shores, and are
we to kesp.e running sore in our Church
organizations to let vnt the virus of the diseas-
«Jd minds of the few U. P.-ists, Free-Kirkists,
or Kirk-ists, who may choose to cast in their
lot withus? No: let ns.heve asingle Presby-
terian Ohurch in Canads, if it were on no
higher than, patriotic grounds.

We wonld even extend this grand idea. It
has been on the carpzt for some years back to
organite a General Assembly in thke British
Provinces. Were the Tnion brought about
which we are contending for, in the Lower
Provinces as well &s in Canads, we would be
in & position immedistely to have this end
reslized. A Synod in Nova .Scotie,.a Synod
in New Brunawick, s Sypod in Lower Oanads,
and two in Cpper Canada, with a Genersl As-
sembly to mest ic Quoebec or Montreal, under
the name of “the Presbyterian Chorch of
British North Americs,” we would be wortby
of the namo of a church. Were this grand
ides only to possess the minds of our ministers
and people rightly, all thejr peity hatreds
against individasls in the othex bodies, 25 well
a3 the small difficolties to be adjusted prepara-
tory to a Uaion, would flow away before it
like mist before the morning sun.

2. Taking for granted in the mesatime that
such a Uaion is possible without any serious
abnegation of principle by the parties to it, a
point to which we shall address oursalves in s
fataro article, we now proceed ic show what
prectical good woald result from it

First, then, if it were broaght about, it would
cable the tkree bodies of Presbylerions to moke
a better dutrbution of thdr sireagid, s as fo
osertake the swoanls of the country.

It is nolorious that whenever you .moet with
a Kirk throagh ths couniy, son fbd.a. Free
Ciurch on the opposite cide of the roud o at
least s few rods from it. How that state of
things camwe sboui we do Dot wait Lo.cngaire,
farther thsn to say tbatin thoso instances in
which the minister as well 58 5 .portion of the
people ¥ went out™ at be distuplion, it was
natural that they shozld pitch their textas
noar as poseible to their old plsce of mecting.
This was aecessars for party pasposes. Keep-
tog ountof view at present the motivas and
feclings under L control of which theze oo~
position churches wese crecied; what wo hawe
to desl with is the {act thsat in every village
and township whereres theze s an 0ld Church
teere is cither a Free o U. P. Cisrck, and
spmatimes both. And whatisthaconsequengo?
The aumber of Presdyle ans being at best bat

! thinly scatiered ove: & laoge susfaoe of cosa-

uF,.cach of the chasches hes only & kandfal of
sdherents, and csch minister bas for & supcad
d3)ad out $o him & scasty pittance scarcely suf-

Cazp3x is for Csmadians, and thal it is the . §:3ent to keep body and 'soal together. Where-
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as if a union took place, in a very short time
this evil condition of affairs would be taken
away. As things now are, there are perbaps
in one township or villags three Presbyterian
churches within a stonecast of one another,
whilst there may be none in the adjoining vil-
lages or townships. Of course, if a union took
place, incumbents would have there option of
remaining in their present charges—no inter-
ference would teke Elace to the effect of re-
moving ministers where they might not be
thought needed, but as vacancies occurred in
process of time an adjustment conld be made
whereby all the Presbyteriens in each neigh-
bourhood should worship fogether instead of
baving fwo or three churches. In many of the
townships, each ten miles square, there are at
present two Presbyterian congregations, one
adhering to the Church of Scotland, and the
other to the Free Church, situsted close to
cach other near tho centre of the township.
The people have to come from the remotest cor-
ner a distance of 7 miles to church; but if the
union which we sdvocate were effected, two
adjoining townships could be coaveniently di-
+ided for eccleaiastical purposes into three con-
gregations instead of into four, and the remot-
cst point of the parish would not be farther
thaa 5 miles off the church. This is merely an
dllustration of the better distribution which
might be made—better for the people inasmuch
as they woald not have so far to go to church,
and better for the ministers seeing that three
men would get the income which was before
divided among 4. And we verily believe that
they wounld also be able to accomplish more
labours in bchalf of their people. At least
they would have less travelling, seeing that
their people wounld be compacted within an
casily commanded distance. Then think too
what animoesitics would be cured ?

In the cities there is comparatively little dis-
advantage from the present state of things, so far
as sustaining ordinances is concerned. Hence
we find that from these qusrters the grestest
opposition generally comes to union. Baut our
good people in the cities should remember
their burdened,brethren in the country and aid
in carrying out a scheme by which the latter
svould bo gresuy relieved.

But whet of our supernumerary fourth man,
whom we tarned ont of the bounds of the two
townships 7 We show what Through the
berding together of mizisters into the same lo-
calitics, to which we have alluded above, many
parts of the country are left eatirely desiitote.
Let any oae who wiskes to be convinced of this
Jjust take a tour throngh the back sestiements
of the Upper Proviace, especially in the north-
west. In these remote parts of the comaty
tho people are perishing for lack of knowledge,
aad yet so long ss different sects are maintain-
«d in the province the representatives of each
are xaxious to get 2 minister using their peen-
liar shibboleth, a2d consequently, being so-
cordiag to sects %00 weak to sustsin ordi-
nances, they can baso none atall. Bat were
xe all taited there woald be no motive for
helr dissgreeing, and every commanity might
tzve & Preshylerian minister. Throagh nnion
then the position of those who would be set-

tled in old orgrnized districts wosld be better- « from the proposed aoion.
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ed, and the limits of the church would be ex-
tended. This is the great argument for union,
and we ask our peopls to inwardly digest it.

Those who live in old settled communities,
surrounded by Kirk-supporters, may not be
able to appreciate the argument which we at-
tempted to present above, drawn from our abi-
lities under the proposed union to give the
Gospel to those who have it not: one thing
we know, they have not been constrained in
the past to do what lay in their power to help
forward home missionary work. It were per-
haps more affectionate to draw a veil over the
weakness of our church in this respect, than
Ham-like to expose ber shame; but if we lay
it bare, it is aszuredly not because we glory in
it, but rather to stir up the churchb to ber fu-
ture daty if she decide to remain disunited.

We ssy that as a body we bhave not been so
fully alive as we ought to have been to the im-
portance and duty of church-extension; cer-
teinly the other bodies have taken the lead of
us in the onward march. With a very smsll
staff of preachers to begin with in 1844, only
26 we believe, the late Free Church spread
like wild-fire over the country until the num-
ber of her ministers was in 15 years greater by
one balf than the number in the Church of
Scotland in Canads, aithough 56 of the pre-
disruption ministers remained tras te their co-
lonrs. For 10 years previous to the union the
Cnited Presbyterian body also made astonizh-
ing progress, so that in 1860 there were 66
ministers in that connection. Both these
churches kept pace with the growth_of the
country westwerds, whereas our church was
content to hold old ground, or at besy to put
forth languid efforts at lengthening ber cords.
Hence the best part of Canada is lost to her
for ecclesiastical purposes, if she is to remain
in her preseat insulated position. Tke west is
to be the granary of Canads, and in that di-
rection will be the grestest increase of our
country’s population for ages yet to come.
Ministers and people scttled in the castern and
central districts are /pt to lose sight of these
facts, and to argue from the condition of things
in their own localitics, where the ministers to
a large extent remsined ia the church at the
time of ‘“the disruption,” and where conse-
quently the Charch of Scotland has held fum-
Iy ber ground. And they are very greadly
mistsken if they fancy thst tbhe same of the
Church of Scotiand will conjore ap attached
followess to flock to ber standarg, if years afier
this she should think of extending westward.
It is & name that we fear is mapidly losing ite
power in that portion in which solittle cvidence
is given of our church being a Xriag choreh.
It is rather a pitiable spectabie to contemplate
that the church which got the first start in the
countyy, should 50 years bencs be only = skel-
cton, holding & few points in tbe older and
poorer districts, lacking flesh and blood be-
caose not drawing sustepance from missionsry
excertion, whilst the rich and populons districts
are in the possescion of others. This maust be
our fate unless we ba more active in charch ex-
tension.

We shall endeavonr in onr next (o preseat
the additional sdvaatages which woald sccras
BpeaSvrepss.
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To the Editors of the Preshyterian.

The epistles of MlpecBurepos ¢ on union,” bear
evidence of having emanated from the pen of
one, who knows by bitter experience somewhat
of the evils of that voluntaryism which he so
graphically describes, but who notwithstand-
ing his desertion of the voluntary standard
and our Kird reception of bim, hasyet tolearn
to love our Church. But surely such an one
shounld not in any way intermeddle in this ec-
clesiastical “ union ” strife, (which is produc-
ing so much disunion)! A little prudence
might dictate the propriety of his leaving to
others the discussion of such s question,
if it i3 still to be thrust apon the notice of the
Church. The icy-cold calculations of the 2nd
epistie prove the writer to be an entire strang-
er to the “ warm attachment” to the Church
of our fathers ¢ of the Highlanders,” to whom
he refers, as also to the love—strong es death
—of many others to tke same. Indeed judged
by this epistle, TipecBurepos seems to be as void
of all love for the Church, a3 in the presence
of Israel’s wise king, the mother of the dead
child was for the living onc, and as that mother
wag scemingly prepared for witnessing the ex-
ccutica of the sentence passed by the monarch,
so apparently could he unmoved and without
a pang, seo the Chburch cut in twain. My pur-
pose is not to discuss what HpesBurepos would
call the ** basis of union,” but to defend cer-
tain acts which have received his unqualified
condemnstion, and in connection with which
he freely uses my name.

1. The action taken by certain congrega-
tions in the Presbytery of Toronto ih reference
to the Home Mission Scheme. 2. Thst of the
Homo Mission deputation who visited these
congregations in referenco thereto. 3. My
rublication of the fact in notes of 8 Home Mis-
sion tour.

1. The congregsations referred to, 88 formerly
stated by me, expressed their willingaess to
contribute to the Home Mission Scheme, pro-
vided we conld certify them that what they
gave would not be alienated from the Church
in its present conmnpection, or be divided from
the object for which the Fund wss estsblished.
Ssith TipecBurepos *f their demanding such a
guaranteo was quite preposterous.” Wherein
1t was 50 I confess I sm obtuse enough not to
be able to perceive. To me it seems very rea-
sorsble for an individusl or congregstion whea
asked to contribute to any particular purposs,
to 38y we will give bat on o0 and so condition
(oxming it), for cannot one de what he pleas-
cth with his own? snd in the event of the
contributions of such being daclined becsuse
of ths condition attached, who wili deny that
the parties are not st liberty to withhold
them ? Suoppose for exsmple, that the Synod
or Presbyteries should seo 6t to appoint depu-
tations to wisit onr congregations in order to
plead the canse—say of tde Bursary Scheme,
aad that the congregation of which Tipec 8-
<epos is minister, shounld reply (for thongh they
be not Celis yet their senttments may be bat a
veflection of kis), we will cheerfally contri-
bate to this Scheroe, but solely oa condition
that what we give shall go to the benefit of
{wiat we may call) a union stadent and pone
else—in other words—1o the benefit of a yoang
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man having very little acquaintance, it may
be, with the history of the Church of Scotland,
or of that of this branch of her, but whose mind
ig filled with the one ides, by which the men-
tal vision of many has become dazzled, that of
a “ Grand Presbyterian Church,” or as some
snonymous writer in your colamns has ex-
pressed it, “one compact Presbyterian phal-
anx,” would TipesBurepos characterize this act
of theirs as ** quite preposterous ¥ 1 trow not.
In the case of all our schemes the Charch
levies no tax. The giving s contribution or
the withholding is quite voluntary. The de-
clining therefore on the part of an individual
or congregation to respond to such calls, save
on certain conditions, by no means says, that
tif others do not think exactly like them they
will no longer be in subjection tothe Church.”
Such is no proof of being actuated by any
such rebellious spirit. Besides the guarantee
asked for by the congregation in question, was
simply one, that what they gave should be de-
voted solely to the purpose for which it was
asked; viz., the aiding to suppurt ministers of
the Presbyterian Church of Canada in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland. Could any
thing bo more reasonable than this—sanything
less ¢ preposterons.”

2. The action of the deputation. ¢ We think
(seith HpesBurepus) it was the duty of Mr.
Dobie and the other members of the depatation
who were with him, to show these Highlavd
people the folly of their views, and to wara
them against rash resolutions.” Now, neither
Mr. Dobie nor those associsted with him, felt
it to be their daty to do anything of the kiad,
inasmoch as they were agreed that these views
were not foolish, but marked by true sagacity,
and were aware that their resolutions were
not rashly bat deliberately formed. While
therefore they told them thst they counld not
give them any guaraatee, they reminded them
that the Homo Mission Fund was the property
of the Churceb, snd in their opinion could not
be slienated from it. Dut this not seeming to
satisfy them they then referred ihem to the
Temporslitics’ Board. And what else could
they bave done? Had NpeoBurepos been one
of the TipecBurspo: who composed the deputa-
tion, and bad in his zesl for union sttempted
%10 show these Highland peoplf the folty of
their views, or to warn them against rash reso-
intions,” not unlikely they might hace doze
to him, what be tells as ihey sometimes do to
each other, or rather to their brethren with-
out~hooted him! Certainly they would have
regarded him as amsn unfaithfal 1o the chureh
whose bresd he eats and by whose bonaty he
isfed! These congregations, be it noted, did
contribute_ (o the before mentioned condition)
some of them most liverslly, but while they
did g0, they assured the deputation that but
for this cry for union, they would give much
orz heartily aad liberxlly, & statement which
e bad no reason to doudl. Mr. Dobie then,
had some cause for sszuming that they were
“ willing t0 give.” TpecBrrepos has none what-
ever for upcharitadly, and in ignoranceassum-
ing that they were * anwillicg.”

3. My pablication of the fect I felt to baan
act of jusiice to the Board and to the Church,
23 aleo 10 such a8 TpesSuvrepor, ko thoagh in
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her ars not of her, Certainly it was.not meant | question with all the coldnsss of heart of the
0 3dd fuel to tha flame by giving prominence | man, who never felt one particle of lave for
to their excited feelings,” no more than the | the Chorch; and others,.in the heat of a mis-
following sentenges which I quote with much guided. zeal, may push the thang (to usg the not
pleasare, from the pen of Mr. Paton, were | very dignified phrase.of OpesBurepos), but be it
meant by him to stir up animosity in the breast | known to.them that there are many ministers,
of any . “ They (such visits as those of the | and many of our people, yea thousands, who
Home Mission Depatation) revive and quicken | love their Church—the Church of their fathers
the attachment of our people to the Church of | —with a sincers and heart-felt love—whom
their fathers, and lead them to take a deeper | the cold reasonings of such as IpeaBurepos will
interest in her growth and prosperity....while | never move—whom the eloguenco of the most
weo strive to fengthen the cords and strengthen | winning wiil not drive from it, whose feelings
the stakes of our beloved Zion, lst us also | and language are in regard to their Church—
labour to bind faster those cords which unite | that game, which was cradled in tempest ard
us together. It is in great measure through | nursed in storm-reared in persecution-and
ths love of our people to the Old Kirk that we | bathed in blood, and whose motto is, as of old,
have overcome &0 many difficulties in the past | *Nec tamen consumebatur.” * Though all.men
and by cultivating this love, may we not hope | should leave, should desert thee, yet shall we
for still greater progress in the future?” Would | never.” ¢ If I forget thee, O Jerasalem, let
HpeoBurepos bave desired me to cancel the (to | my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not
him and some others) unpleasant fact adverted | remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the
to? Had 1 suppressed that, the narrative | roof of my mouth: if I prefer not Jerusalem,
would neither have been a true one or a full? | my chief joy. Yours,
HpecBurepos may continue to discuss this ROBERT DOBIE.

Fiscellameons.

How 10 Prosesr iN Bosmass.—In the first | letter from anelder of the Irish General Assem-
place make up your mind to accomplish what- | bly o the subject of ihe Bicentenary ‘of the
ever you undertake: decide upon some partic- | expulsion of the two thonsand Nonconformist
cular cmployment, and persevere in it. All | ministers from the Clmurch of England. The
difficnlties are overcoms by diligence snd assi~ | writer, in addressing the members of that
duity. Be not afraid to work with your hands, | Assembly advocates, while faithfully maintain-
and diligently t00. * A cat in gloves catches | ing ¢ theseriptural testimony of our Covenant-
nomice.” He who remains in the mill grinds; | ed and Puritan forefathers,” the oifering
not he who goes and comes. Attend to your | “*earnest and believing prayer for-the umion of
own - business; never trust to.any one clse: | il the members of the Presbylerigoe family
43 pot that belongs to too many is ill-stirred | throughout these islands in one boly brother-
and worse boiled.” Be frugal : that which. will | hood, and the union in co-operation iof ¢ all
not mske & pot will make 8 pot 1lid; “save | who love the Liord Jesus Christ in sincerity,
pence and the ponnds will take care of them- | for the evangelization of the mssses of our home
selves.” Ee abstemions: ¢ who dainties love { heatben® -He farther says. ¢ Why shoeld we
shall beggars prove.” Rise early: “tho sleepy | not on this cccasion pray, as we never prayed
fox cetches no poultry ;™ « ploungh deep while | before, that God wouid revive nis work throngh-
sluggards sleep, and you will have corn to sell | out the empire: that the Presbyterien Churches
and keep.” Treat every one with respect and | in Englend—United, Baglish, and Welsh—
civility : ¢ everything is gained and nothing | should be brought together into ome grest
lost by counrtesy ;" “ good wanners ensure suc- | body ; that a similar process should go on in
cess.” Nover anticipate wealth from any other Scotland ; and that the csuse of Christ in
source thsn lsbour, cspecislly mever place Ireland shounld no icager suffer, as it is doing,
dependence upon becoming the possessor of an by the existence of no fowsr than eight -Qiffer-
inheritance: “he who wasits for dead men's ent bodies of orthodox Presbytsrians, all hold-
shoes may have 10 go a long time barcfool” * ing the same standards, and professing sllegi-
Above all things never despair—God is where - ance to-the same great King and Head, setin
He was: “He belps those who truly tmst in ! many cases having no sympathy or interest in
Hin™ ‘each other's welfare and Bucesss. S —Afondrac!
‘ﬁov;;o s Misxrazuz —Think sbout your- | W 8.
if; shout what you want, what you like,
what respect peoplo Gught to pay rou, what ' NOVEL-RBADING.
ptople think of you, and then to you nothing | The ¢ novel-resding manis’ is alsrmingly oo
will be puro  You will spoil everything you : the incresse nptwithstanding some sago phi-
toach; you will make 3in and misery for your- { losophers, half s ccném-y agro, ‘ndulged in o
6elf out of evesylhing God sends you; you . BeYist that ut the present time thers wonld be
will bo as wrotched ad you choose On earth, or | 4 universsl demand for the real snd thc.tpxg.lfvz.
in bosven elther. But thé lova fbr the marvellous, sho scandslons
TEZ BicsTrsaRe COMMEMORATION 0%, 1863— { and the ladicrous seemy yet to keep pace witk
Prissrasus Usion.—The Missionary Heraid | civilisation a0d refoement, aid’ the apgments-
of the Itish Presbywerian Charth contains a . tion of .works bf S¢Won and romance in the
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same ratio. Thereading world to-day demands | own morals but pays a premium on the means

more fiction thare fact—more fancy than truth ;
and these vile scribblers and vain contributors
well understand how to prepare the well ¢ spic-
ed-up’ poisonous draught for the palate of the
reading millions. Nor are these ¢ filthy-lucre’
publishers and corrupt venders, when making
a purchase, blind to the wants of this frivclous
¢ light-reading ' age. They are well aware that,
by mixing this vile trash with a littie profound
matter, they can secure a larger classof readers,
and thereby fill their secretaries with orders
and their safes with gold.

A new religions work, if purchased at all, is
deft to lie on the centre-table without any one
Yknowing the truths it contains; while the la-
1est novel, which has its place by its side, is
caught up witheagecrness and read by daylight
and by lamplight till perhaps past midnight,
when its ¢ intoxicated devotee’ lies down to
dream over its odious and insipid matter. Nor
does its baneful influence stop here. The book
is lent from ome to another uatil a score or

more have breathed-in the immorsl miasma of |

its psges before it reaches the centre-table
again.

The tendency of novel-reading is such as
might be expected. It createsa thirst whichis
only satisfied by obtaining each new novel
when published, and thus sponding time and
money for nought but trash. It sowsthe seeds
of vice; it taints the imsgination and under-
mines the foundsation of virtue and morality.
1t corrupts the heart, obscures the reason, par-
alyses the conscience, depraves the intellect,
and perverts the judgement. The foul princi-
ples imbibed and the images gathered will
abide in the memory and extend their perni-
cious influenco to the close of life.

It instls into the mind a babit of reading
merely for amusement instead of for instruction.
And this habit becomes so fixed that scicnce
loses its power to charm, and history becomes
dall and tedious, philosophy distasteful, and
whatever requires thought and study is laid
agside ; cven the Holy Bible is left to lie in its
quict resting-place undisturbed, and religious
works of every nature become insipid, sithough
glowing with cloquence; 2nd nothing except
the odious, fascinating novel can gratify the
perverted mind. Thus it teads to sap the
strength of the intellect, and, like the ‘drunk-
ard's cup,’ it brings along in its train of evils
the natoral consequences of & disordered Srain
~—mnenlal dedirtum tremens.  Our insanc asylums
could furnish us with many a blighted intellect,
many a dark picture of insanity, caused by the
direfal effects of novel-reading.  Boware, hen,

.gentle reader, of these worthless xovars. There
are thousands of good books of real value,
writlen with taste by authors of the bighest
_Teputation. Whst apology, then, can bes ofered
for devoting a singlo hout to 3 book absolutely
worthless, and onc which will weakca the an-
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of ruining others.

Would you be an ornament to society and a
blessing to your cace? Buy and aid ia circu-
lating good books and above all the * Book of
Life ;" but beware of the contaminating influ-
ence of novels, these bouks of death,—shun
them as yoa would a serpent or the * drunk-
ard’s cup.’

SANCTIFIED COMMRRCE.
By t8E Rev. D. WanwrieHT, REpcar; YoRE.

NscEessiTyY and duty combined impel men to
toil. By labour men live, by labo r {hey con-
quer nature, and exercise that dominion over
her which is their God-given privilege. There
is dignity in laboar, even if there is cursein
overmuch toil. In truth there is too much
work aad too little rest for some, owing to the
grasping eagerness of those who live to make
money instead of making money in order to
live.

It would be easy to paint the « vk side of the
lzbour-world, for its worst features meet the
eyeevery day. The political economy of thou-
sands epgaged in commerce i3 sadly at va-
rience with the piain maxims of morality.
The human body s looked npon as a méré work-
ing machine. The soul whica tenants it is for-
goiten ; everything is forgotten save the pHysi-
cal end its.cndurance. The slavery of every
dsy toil is to many a fearfully degrading thing,
dblunting sensibility, contracting thought, en-
feebling will, and reducing the human to the
automaton.

Let it not be answered—'Msan must labour,
and each man maust bear the yoke necessity
puts upon him.’ "We repudiate the philésophy
and deny its conclusions. Forsooth, because
somo men will ¢haste to be rich,’ those they
trample under their feet, in their eagerness to
reach the goal, must not compldin! If men
cannot gratfy their desires to amass wedlth
save by crushing those who lebour for them,
in morality’s name then let them be coxtent
with bonest grins.  If the mere money-making
sordid members of the trading fraternity con-
spire, on bebalf of their urnited interests, to re-
duce labourtoslavery why should the Ohristian
consent to sccopt the dictates of a {ortured
political economy a8 his guide instead of the
golden ruleof Obrist’'s morality 7 ‘Has morsality
pothing to do with commerce? May 'men
lesve their principtes at howe when they” go to
business ; or, rather should” they not treasurs
them ap io memory for constant hourly “use !
Nsun, then, must {abour : butan musfaot en-
slave his brother, however impériously ‘trged
by tke deceitful cravingsof bis soul. Look st'the
busy worid of toilers, of buyers and sélfers, ahd
getters -of. gain. In that bustliag «ifcle ‘of
comsciess sctivity thors avrs temptations ¥p sin
of mo common kind. The discipline which

derstsdding aud corrupt the beart 7 Woald joa | such lifo affords i the most testing of avy.

":ﬁ 3
and unprholesome fermented beserage broad-

A in the benerolent work of stopping these j Here all the moral principles are brought into
terary dramshops’ from diffusing their stale ; play. Here honesty bss widest seope Tor &xer-

cise ; berz trath cay vinditate its claims, whilst

_cast over the 1and ? Then bay no mors novels. | avarice and greed: znay ¥eek their prey. “To-

rery such novel that is- honght cncourages ; day one virtae is tested,

‘the gailty aatboz and publisher to make an-

20-morrow another.

\ ‘T'is now some great trost reposad wp?cbgah
other; and thus it not only endsogers yonr ! 1ntegTity ; 01, «p Ib, somogreudi’mcu‘ltj- d'be
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overcome, which proves our perseverance. The
practieal duties of commercial life develop vir-
tues and reveal vices. No man can hide his
moral nature from himself or others long, and
engage in active toil. Despite all efforts his
soul will reveal itself, and his life will interpret
his heart. Hence the merciful nature of the
discipline of commerce, which will not permit
sin to hide itself, but oumasks it, and delivers
it up to the scorn of the good. Commerce,
then, is only & means to an end, though elevat-
ed into an end by thousands. With some it
would seem as if their endeavour was to prov
that man was made for commerce instead o
commerce being wisely ordered for him. The
end of commerce i3, mainly, life. Thatman may
live men must toil. So far then to labour isthe
first of duties,~—sacred, necessary, and just. The
body cleins the expenditure of thought and
skill in order thatit may be supported and sus-
tained as the fleshy house of the soul. To toil,
therefore, for gelf and others, to labour for
bread for self and others—from their youth
or feebleness dependent on us—is as pleasur-
able to the wise man as it is necessary. There
sre many snbsidiary ends resulting from toil,
such a8 hintzd at before may be summoned up
jun the moral spiritual discipline which we un-
dergo in the daily exercise of thought, feeling,
and choice. But, when commerce becomes an
end and swallows up the whole spiritual re-
sourced of men, absorbing all their time and
thought, engrossing their whole emotional na-
ture, then indeed are they the victims of a gelf-
imposed slavery, as foolish and suicidal as it
is sinfal and base.

There may be some excuse for the hard toiler,
whosehumble faculties justensble him tomaster
his work,~which accomplighed leaves him
weary, with no heart for anything else, no
thought for aught butfood and sleep. But what
excuss can there be for those who, lifted ap
above the hard necessity of such ceaseless
monotonous toil, nevertheless bend their whole
energies to the one task of money-getting, as
though to have money were the most honounr-
sble of distinstions, much more so than 1o be
rich in goodness and love? How contracted
in his estimste of the uses to which God woald
bave man put His works is the man who re-
gards the world as uothing but a vast work-
shop, snd, looking at everything with 8 mer-
chant’s eye, inquires only what it will fetch, and
bow much it can be worth. Such a8 mar has
no soul for beanty. Work, to him, is only
moncy’s worth ; whilst value has no other rep-
resentative but coin. The trees of the wood,
to sch an eye, are nothing but timber for sale
or ships; the fields gpeak to him of markets;
whilst flowers, which have their beauty only,
are forgotten in the interest of awine, which
mea cau buy and sell and eat. This elevation
of commerce into an end, this love and practice
of it for its own sake, shats out from s man's
soul all love and sympathy for higher things,
until hebecomes a helpless victim in the grasp
of ons all-devouring ides.

But, even where men are saved from this in-
fatoation, and recognise the proper relation of
COmInerce as mesans £0 an end, andare not there-
fors led captive by the mere love of bargaining
and adding to their wealth, yet how often are
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they guilty of the kindred sin of thinking too
much of the end of living for that which success-
ful commerce provides! Notorly his commerceis
s means to an end; but this very end is one
which from its very nature cannot altogether
satisfy the human soul! Man must eat, and
drink, and sleep, as the necessary conditions
for all other and higher exercise of his powers.
He cannot fornet the flesh ; but how often does
he forget the spirit! None but a Stoic or an
idiot will despise the material comforts of life.
No man ig above them, nor can be, so long as
our existence is subject to material conditions.
But it i3 sad to see how men pamper the body
and forget the soul ; provide comforts, luxuries
for the one—not even necegsaries for the other.
The skill and ingenuity, seconded by tlLe labour
of man, bave added much to our luxuries;
commerce has traversed the world in search of
bodily ease and pleasure for man; whilst at
every tide the ghips of all nations bring to our
shores the mesns by whichlife may be rendered
more luxurious. But in the midst of all this
progress in material appliances for the temporal
well-being of the people there is a terrible
danger. The prosperity which beguiles men
into living as though this world were their
eternal home, and this life the limit of their ex-
istence, had needs be sanctified by wiser
thought. It would seem as if men had serious-
1y thought that God bad nothing to do with
business, and that they had nothing to do with
their souls. Busines3 is one thing, say they,
and Religion is another. True enough; and
yet it may be true that men ought to carry their
religien into their business and make a businesg
of religion. Commerce without Christ may
gucceed in realizing temporal prosperity, but
at the expense of spiritual death. We ask that
commerce be sanctified to itslawful end, and
that gain besubordinate to duty. Men mayen-
gagein commercewith all honesty,and yet useit
wrongly. A man may be an honest miser. The
proper end of commerce must be reslized, and
that end must be sought for as itself sabordin-
ate to other ends, affecting the soul and eterni-
ty. Temporsladvantage, however honestly gain-
ed, may bo too dearly purchased. There is
nothing which s man can give in ‘exchange for
his soul’ Commerce will be sanctified just as
Christian men assign it its right place, and re-
gard it not as the one all-embracing earthly
daty, but the one divinely-appointed means for
sustaining temporal existence, and affording
him the opportunity of moral discipline in the
employment it gives to the faculties, and the
objects it presents to the emotional nature of
man. This being done, commerce will be
doubly sanctified when conducted in harmony
with mutual rights and personal obliga-
tions. .

Here, we have previously said, there i3 scope
for the morsl nature. Every hour of every day
virtuo i3 tested and vice discovercd. Trickery
hag in theso days been elevated into the digai-
1y of a stience, and * how to cheat without be-
ing discovered’ is the quostion of queations.
From mighty merchants down to humble huck-
sters all are tainted and involved in the com-
mon sin. To whom are we to look for the puri-
fication of commerce, if not to those who cail
themselves the followersof Ohrist ? Ghristian
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tradesmen, remember your professions. To
you is committed the task of showing that the
religion of Christ is one which purifies the
heart and life, subordinating all things to ite
sway, affecting its possessor at all points, giving
sacredness and force to all obligations, and
leading him to a rigid truthfulness, an unflinch-
ing honesty in every, the smallest, transaction
of life. It is yours to show the world that, to
be a follower of Christ, it is not only necessary
10 have Christ in the prayer and the hymn, but
also in the heart and the deily life. Daily is
the eye of an observant world fixed upon thoge
who claim superior sanctity, watchful of their
consistency, and eager to point the finger of
detection at flaws of character and conduct.
What credit will men get for the religion they
profess, if the observance of their Sabbaths is
opposed by the doubtful deeds of their ordinary
business life ? Men do not listen to their pray-
ers or songs of praise merely, but quickly
search for proof of piety in practice, knowing
well that, if their life contradicts their profes-
sions, their prayers are worth nothing, and
their songs of praise & blasphemy. And still
further, let Christian men of trade and com-
merce remember that they are stewards, and
not owners, and that all gains must not be
spent on self. The feeble may rightly claim
of the strong; and the poor, who are so from
misfortune, or the inequalitics of mental ability,
may justly seek the help of those richer and
more fortunate than themselves. Arnd if com-
merce i3 not an end, but a means; and if the
one simple end to which it is a means, viz,,
personal existence, is in itself only of finite and
temporal value, it will become 2ll whom com-
merce hss blest to ask whether they cannot
sanctify their possession by consecrating what
of them is not wanted for purely personal and
temporal ends to the highest, holiest use of
helping-on the cause of Spiritual Truth in the
World. The best use of this world's goods is
surely the offering of them up on the altar of sac-
rifice to God. O for the breath of heaven to cool
the feverishness of the world, and allay its thirst
for creature good ! Would to God thatcommerce
and Christianity were bound in marriage bonds
never to be divorced! We look for this ; letus
all work for this. Happy are those whom con-
tact with the world does not contaminsate, but
who are helping to purify the world.

There are some such, wo know, men of integ-
rity and worth, who arc making the best of
both worlds, and daily by their cxperience de-
nouncing the falsehood, that to men who will
serve God prosperity will not come. Opposed
to all worldly canning, deeming godliness with
contentment better than dishonest gain, thbey
bave consecrated their abilities and advantages
to Ged who hsas given them ; and in whatsoever
they do they seek to glorify Him. Regarding
Him as the giver of all, they give Him back His
own in the wise bestowment of their wealth
to the advancement of humanity in the knowl-
cdge and ways of God. Surely the time will
come when Peace shall have ber aristocracy
based on the yet unrecognized clsims of per-
sonsl righteousness. If so, to men like these,
—the merchant princss of our land, who amid
all their questions of profit and loss have re-
membered that godliness was profitable unto
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all things—shsll be awarded its highest places,
with this for the motto of their escutcheon:
¢ Them that honour Me, I will honour, saith
the Lord.”

DENOMINATIONAL FRATERNIZATION.

We hail, as among the signs of the appreach
ing millennium, the increased and increasing-
spirit of fraternization among the Evangelical
Churches of Christendom. Christian charity
~—which ‘“ suffereth long and is kind,” which
“ vaunteth not iwgelf, is not puffed up, doth
not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her
owa (exclusively,) is not easily provoked,”
whieh ¢ thinketh no evil” (of others), but
which ‘rejoiceth in the trutk” {no matter by
whom manifested,) and which “never faileth,”
—-has been universally commended, and as a
theory has ever presented a beautiful portrai-
ture. In too many cases emong Christisn
men and especially among Christian churches
the practice has been in direct conflict with
the theory. An unpleasent gpirit of competi-
tion or of rivalry has been substituted for the
healthful one of emulation, until it has some-
times seemed that the golden age of the church
—an age of real charity, when the statement
should be truthfully predicated of the member-
ship of different churches, ¢ See how these
Christians love one another "—wouid be long
and indefinitely postponed.

We repeat, therefore, our gratification at
the present rapidly increasing signs of a bet-
ter practice. A friendly iaterchange of de-
nominational courtesies is nowoften manifested.
Pulpit exchanges are arranged without diffi-
culty, and apparently without hesitation. As
the pastors are leading the way, the laity seem
to be ready and oarnest to follow. The lead-
ing church papers, asa rule, now publish many
commendatory paragraphs of the movements
of other denominations, and the summary of
religious news in most of them evinces extra-
ordinary fairness and good will.

Now that this important status of fraternal
feeling has been insugurated, it should be
heartily and constantly encouraged. There
is room for a farther progress. It should go
on until the last discordant clement of denom-
inational exclaosiveness should be remowed.
We are no advocate for the obliteration of de-
nominational lines; they may be necessary
and probably are in the present state; but
we would see the high walls broken down, so
that an open and frec communication between
all trge experimental Christians might be kept
up, and the good deeds of 2ach be observed by
all the rest. In heaven there wil! be no bxr-
riers to Christian fraterinzation; thechurch on
earth should be as much like the churchin
beaven as possible. “ Behold how good and
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity I"—Buffalo Ldvocate.

Alms-giving is & sced which we cast into
the carth, ag it wore, but we gather the crop in
heaven. .

Name but covetousness, and you have named
the mother of sll gins that can be named,
which makes the apostle call it the root of all
oril.
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The Epech of Seothmd,

A SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Another general assembiy of the Church of
Scotland has passed, and every friend of ihe
Church has reason to rejoice inm its general
character, and the tone and results of its pro-
ceedings. Many sssemblies have disposed of
a greater number of important ‘ cases,” and
been charscterised by a series of more exciting
discussions ; but in several matters of great
practical importance, and in one ¢ case”
which, for significance and difficulty, cannot
be held inferior to any whaich has occupied for
many years the attention of the highest court
of the Ohnrch, the late assembly showed itself
to be gaided by a * spirit of power, of love,
and of a sound mind,” in which all friends of
religion should rejoice.

It is not our business here to criticise the

acts of the general assembly, and we entertain
no such-intention. It is right, however, that
we ghould notice the coursa of its proceedings,
in 80 far as they concern the interests of prac~
tical religion, and the advancément of the mis-
sionary schemes of the Church.
_ On the second day of the assembly’s meet-
ing, the great question of Education was dis-
cussed, and a resolution adopted to petition
Parliament against the Lord advocate’s bill,
which has been since withdrawn. The peti-
tipn “ respectfully but most earnestly” en-
treated that the bill might not pass into law,
‘“as calculated to sever more widely the
Church of Scotiand from the schooels so long
watched over and cherished by her,” and also
ag, making *“no recognition of the Word of
God,” and offering “ no security whatever for
the religions and moral character of the teach-
er.” It prayed further that “a full and im-
partial inquiry into the character and amount
of education in Scotlsnd may precede sny le-
gislation on the subject.”

On Saturday the 26th, the attention of the
agsemhly wasg occupied with the Report on the
Colopial Scheme, given in and read by Dr.
Stevengon, Convemer. The Report detailed
the operations of the Scheme in British North
America, tae West Indies, British Guiana,
Ceylon, the Mauritins, Australia, New Zesland,
Bnenos- Ayres; and the results were in many
cages-vary gratifying.

An interesting statement was made on the
same day by Mr. Stephen of Ronfrew, a3 to the
negessity of 8 more complete and friendly su-
perintendence, on the part of the Cburch, of
it members and adherents. Some token of
mone sckive regerd than that conveyed by the
mere certificate of communion, in the case of
persons passing from one parish to another, or
into other counties, was what was desired. It
waas felt that the matter was one which did not
very well admit of legislation, but it wes “re-
commended to the attentive consideration of
all the office-bearers of the Church.” Elders
and ministers  individually msy do & great deal
to watch -over the young who paxss from ths
conntry o town, or from ons toWn to snother.
Other denominations find it for their interest

to take care that neither old nor young arong
their members stray ; and the Church, without
any selfish motive, but as a good mother, is
bound to tend, with all kindness and concern,
her children, wherever they wander.

On Monday the 27th, Professor Mitchell gave
in the Reportof the Jewish Mission, which give
an encouraging view of its various operations.
It directed attention particularly to the estab-
lishment of a Consular chaplaincy at Alexan-
dria, with every prospect of success; £170
having been contributed towards its support
during the past yecar by persons residing at or
resorting to the port of Alexandria, chiefly Bri-
tish subjects ; and also to the pleasing circum-
stance that His Royal Highness the Viceroy of
Egypt (at present on & visit to this country)
had granted to the Mission there a piece of
ground outside the city, of the value of £1500
or £2000, which the Mission is at liberty to
dispose of in order to enable it to purchase a
site for a church and school in any part of the
city.

The deeply important sabject of the *uni-
form examination of students” next engaged
the attention of the assembly, and a special
committee was appointed to take the subject
into consideration, and to report to next gen-
eral assembly.

The Repor: of the special committee on the
schemes of the Charch was then read by the
Rev. George Cook of Batbgate, and followed
by some appropriate remarks, particularly as’
to those parishes which, year after year, con-
tinue to return no collections in aid of the
schemes. N

Dr. Craik read on the same day the Report.
of the India Mission, which suggested some
very important topics of discussion. It repre-
sented an increass of revenue for the year of
£6%75. To the regret of all who know Low
faithfully he has laboured in its service, Dr.
Craik intimated his resignation of the Conven-
ership of the committee on Foreign Missions ;
and the committee was empowered at 8 sub-
sequent meeting of assembly to elect a new
Convener.

The Report on Army and Navy Chsplains,
given in by Dr. Cook of St. Andrews, complet~
ed the lengthened proceedings of this day’s
meeting of essembly.

On Priday the ¢ Dunlop case ™ occupied the
wholc of both sederuuts. Wo have sirexdy
adverted to the kindly wisdom and firmness
with which this importaut case was disposed
of ;——for which the sssembly was in a grest
degree confossedly indebted to the observationy
and subsequent sttention of the venerable
father of the Church vho brought up the finsl
report on the case.

On Wednesday, Mr. M%Kie, of Erskine, read
a very encouraging report on Sabbath schools,
showing that there is no part of the Ohurch's
machinery that excites more interest and acti-
vity. Of 1215 churches no fewer than 1040
are reported as having Sunday schéols; snd
of the remsinder, from which reports have not
been received, it is sepposed -that not abéve
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40 are really without such schools. We shall
desl'in a-apecial avticle with the detailed sta-
tistics; and 'some of the most interesting fea-
teresin the Report, and content oursdlveés at
present with citlng the following statement,
that ““great advantages are derived from the
regular cireulation of missionary papers and
religious periodicals; from Sabbath school k-
braries and mestings of teachers on week
evenings; teachers' prayer-mestings,and young
men's Christian associastions ; and especially
from Sabbath school agsociations, such as for
mauy years have been established in both Glas-
gow and Edinburgh.”

A deputation was then heard from the Synod
of the Seotch Church in Enpgland. The chief
point in the address of Mr. Rae of Belford, who
spoke on behalf of the deputation, was the pro-
gress that the Scotch Ohurek bad recently
made in the north of England. Several con-
gregations had lately been added to the Church
there—two in Newcastle and ore at Hexham.
The deputation solicited assistance to cnable
them to supply the meane of grace to these
congregationg till stated ministers could be
seciled ovar them. They expressed a befief
thy* 4 strong reacticn wag setting-in in favour
of tue Ohurch of Scotland in the north of En-
gland, and that there was a strong desire on
the patt of many congregations that had lefy
them to return to their first love, if they counld
be'aided in their efforts to come back. Atten-
tion wag also called G the Manse Scheme of
the North of England Presbytery, and sssis-
tance desiderated to camplete this scheme.
The general assembly expressed a warm inte-
rekt in the prosperity of the Scotch Church in
Fngland, and their willingness to do 2l] in
then’ power to aid the Presbytery of ghe North
of Bngland in the accomplighment of their ob-
jects. At the suggestian of Dr, Muir, it was
agreed that a subscription authorised by the
general assembly, should be made for this pur-
pose—the result of which, before the t.ose of
the assembly, was gratifying to the deputa-
tion.

Dr. Cook of St. Andrews read the Repory of

the Committce on Parochisl School-masters

and Schonls, detailing the operations of the
Committes in regard to the Parochial Schools’
Bill, which had been psassed through Psrlia«
ment after the rising of the last general assem-
bly. Asomewhatextended discassion followed,
which terminated in the approval of the Re-
porxt; of the Committee.

Drx. Copk of Haddington followed with the
Report of the assembly’s committee on Educa-
ticn. It was of an unusually important char-
acter, desling at length with the proposals of
the Revised Oode, and adding & Supplement-
ary Report on the Lord advocate's bill. The
sum of the funds for the year did not appear
in the Report quite complete; but it wag ob-
rious that hero also, as in the Home and Jew-
ish Missions, there was a decresse of income in
comparison with last year.

Dr. Fawler's Report on the Dandes Chnrcher
compieted the business of Wednesday.

Oan Thursday, 29th, the Rev. Mr. Smith, Con-
vener, gave in and read the Report by the En-
dowment Oommittes. This Report, entered,
83. usual, intc many details, The following

bt

are the geneial resultc or the Scheme, so far
as funds are conderned:—The whole ameunt
gubsoribed for the Provincial Schems, since the
commencement, i3 £143,753 ; of this sum there
has been paid £56,847 18s, 2d. The total sum
paid during the past year, inclnding subscrip-
tions to Provincial Scheme, Church QColloc-
tions, Robertson Memorial Fuad, &c., is £22,-
699 10s. bd., besides a large amount of Special
Funds for the endowment of perticular chapels,
in the hands of local treasurer., and not iati-
mated to the Committee.

The remainder of the agsembly’s meeting on
Thursdey was devoted to a kean and vigqrous
debate on the Scotch Benefice’s Act. Dr. R.
Lee ictroduced the subject, ead moved at the
conclusion of his speech that, ‘it is highly ex.
pe. ent and desirable that the as.d Act should
bu repealed, aud. & law be passed, by which its
incopveniences and mischiefs may be obviatsd,
and the righ < and privileges of all parties in-
terested may pe more clearly determined apd
better secured ; and that a Committes be ap-
pointed to take the matler into consideration,
and to report to next general agsembly.” The
Procurator moved, in Oppositivp, a ceries .of
resolutions, approving of the Benefice’s Act, as
baged on sound constitutional principles, and
as not being respongible for any mischiefs acs
cidentally connccted with it. On a division,
after a prolonged discussion, 145 voted for the
the Procurstor's resolution, and 91 for Dr.
Lee's.

On Friday the assembly heard the Repart of
the Committee on Fareign Correspondence ang
on Continental Missions, in connection with
which Dr. Revel, President of the Waldengian
Church, delivered an interesting address. The
Moderator conveyed to him, amidst applanse,
the very hearty thanks of ibe assembly, assur-
ing him of the prayers, sympathy, and suppord
of the Christians of Scotland.

The Report of the T'rustees of Widows' Fund
wag read, which wag of an encouraging char-
acter.

Various important overtures, as to the cur-
riculom of divinity students, were remitted to
a Committee for considering ibe subject of the-
ological education.

‘The evening sederunt was devoted to the
discussion sad re-amepdment of the ‘* Regula-
tions ” under the Scotch Benefice’s Act.

On Saturdsy 31st, the most important sub-
ject befere the general assembly was the Home
Mission. ‘The gratifying intimation wss mads,
on giving in the Report of the Commitiee.on
Auds to Devotion, that ‘‘upwards of 11,600
copies of the new edition of the ‘ Prayers for
Pamily and Social Worship,' published under
the authority of the Committee, bad been soid
within little more tbat.-three years.” A cor-
responding statement to the effect that rine
teen editions of 1000 copies each of the Hymns,
publisked by authority of the Commitiee on
Peaalmody, was made ob Monday by Dr. Arnot
on behalf of the Committee:

The subject of Charch Music was alszo bes
fore the general asgemmbly on, Mondsy, angd, s
Committec appointed to consider such mea~
sures 23 may be deemed expedient for.imprqv-
ing it, and to report to nex. general sssembly.
Various other mstters, but not particuiarly
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calling for attention here, occupied the atten-
tion of the House on Monday.

About midnight the Moderator closed the
assembly in a sigpificant and thoughtful ad-
dress (which has since, we observe, been pub-
lished), and appointed the next general assem-
bly to meet on tho 21st May, 1863.

PRESBYTERIAN UNION.
(From the Church of Scotland Record.

Rev. Sie,—I have just read with much satis-
faction the article on ‘ Presbyterianism in Ca-
nads,” in your last number. The lesson sought
to be conveyed, and which is conveged so for-
tibly, is one that has long appeared to me of
paramount importance. The distinctive fea-
tures of the Church of Scotland, and of the
various dissenting churches among us, arise
out of circumstances that are confined to Scot~
land ; and therefore the Canadians, as you
have wisely couuselled them, ought to unite.
But why not give Canadians an example, and
carry out the principle at home? Look to the
missionary fields. Why should the Presbyte-
risns of Scotland not unite in all the efforts
that they make abroad ? Are our missionaries
sent to teach the peculiar principles of the Es-
tablished Ohurch? or are the Free and the
United Presbyterian Missionaries seat out to
teach the peculiar principles of respective
churches? A nobler work they have in view:
and a work in which they are or ought to be
atone. So far as I can see, it matters as little
whether the heathen receive the knowledge of
the truth through an Established Charch, or a
Free Ohurch, or a United Presbyterian Mis-
sionary, as thoagh they had receired it through
men sent out by farmers, merchants, or arti-
zans. What matters it who send the men, go
long as faithful and devoted men are sent?
The Missionary cause to me sesms one in which
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there is no ground for Christians at home to
tbink of maintaining separate interests. Their
object is idonticel, and their exertions should
be combined. The idea of different persuae
sions among Christian Missionaries can never
have a salutary influence upon the heathen
mind ; and my conviction is, that if the ener-
gies of Scotland were united in this great
work, ber encrgies not only could be more effi-
ciently applied, but they would grow and ga-
ther strength in a& way that they have never
done as yet. And as there seems to be an in-
creasing desire to have the most efficient mode
of managing the Church's schemes, would it
not be well, think you, to keep in view the
formation of one great common Presbyterian
scheme ?

The above suggestion T have thrown out, in
hopes that it may meet with your approval.
If you think it worthy of a corner in the ‘Re-
cord,’*I shall be glad to see it in any shape
you please.—Yours truly,

ALEX. MURDOCH.

Locarvan, STRANRAER,

6th June, 1862,

[The suggestion of our correspondent has our
hearty approval, if it were only practicable in
the present state of thingsin Scotland. Every-
thing shows, however, how far our religious
divisions are from yet being healed; and while
the spirit of Christian union is wanticg, no
plans of united action—missionary or other-
wise-—can prosper, or, indeed, can be heartily
cntertained. That such a missionary union, as
our correspondent sighs after, may be possible
in the fuoture, we earnestly desire with him;
but, meantime, while this seems impossible, let
us, as & Church, do “ with all our might, what
our bands hath found to do.” United Chris-
tian action on the part of our churches is morg~
likely to come from the earnest Christian ac-’
tivity of each than in any other way.]

)

Homan Cutacombs.

No. VI.

INTERNAL ORGANISM OF THE CHURCH.

On most questions which have been
raised respecting the internal condition of
the early Roman Church the catacombs
arc not quite silent; yet in few do they
throw much new light. They confirm many
facts which are already known ; correct a
goodly list of falsehoods which have at
one time or another, by different parties,
been asserted with all the violence of
polemical zeal, and in several minor points
afford us incidental hints of no little value
in forming our estimate of its real charac-
ter, but uvafortunately the absence of dates
during the very period of which we know
Jeest from other quarters, and indeed the
extremely small number of epitaphs from
thesc the infant years of the Church's life,

deprive them of what we most cagerly look
for from them; viz., evidence by which
we might trace the gradual development
and consolidation of the internal organisa-
tion of the church. All that we can do is
to gather from them such facts asthey do
present in illustration of the state of things
within the church at some later date, say
the middle of the third century; when,
they inform us, there existed such a system
of government and discipline 8s we know
from other contemporauncous sources o
have been established. Nor is this infor-
mation to be despised; for all this and
more than this is sometimes necessary to
convinee us that it is not to the primitive
church that we must turn for argnments in
support of our own system of ecclesiastical
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polity. Whatever may have been the or-
der of things instituted by the apostles,
(and it certainly was no more Presbyterian
than Episcopatian; but merely such as the
exigencies of the case called for, and such
as can be understood ouly when we suc-
ceed in forgetting the present when judg-
ing the past; and rejecting wurds which
can only mislead us,in that no corres-
ponding idea, no fact can be there found
to answer to them) it is almost certair
that their disciples owe and all adopted a
form of government in its main features
Episcopal. In the epistle of Clement of
Rome to the Corinthians, supposed with
reason to be the Clemernt mentioned in
Paul’s epistle to the Philippians, this ten-
dency is already discernible, and this im-
portant document directs us to the three-
fold order in the Jewish church, as the
model in imitation of which the Christian
system was moulded. But from the epis-
tles of Ignatius, even from those of them
whose authenticity is undeniable, we find
the hierarchy, in Asis Minor at leasi, to
have been firmly established, and to be
putting forth claims which sound extreme
even in our own day. Though we won-
der at the rapidity with which this orgaa-
isation took place, we cannot wonder that
it assumed the form which it did. For
when the church was weak and scattered,the
want of a central power which should hold
all the members together, must have been
immediately felt. To those presbyters
likewise who had the oversight of the most
important churches, and had in many cases
been appointed by the apostles themselves,
would be readily accorded by their subur-
ban and country fellow-presbyters an au-
thority essentially Episcopal, through the
same process which on & larger scale gave
rise to the metropolitan and patriarchate.
In fact s0 soon as each city congregation
had thrown out ramifications, which would
have to be supplied from the parent
church by officers who would naturally
look less to him who ordained them as
their superior; so soon therefore as the
church had taken a single step beyond the
condition in which it is represented in the
Acts of the Apostles, episcopacy would be
the form of government it would adopt.
But more than this, there seems to have
been such unanimity of opinion, and such
uniformity of practice in both the east and
the west, that we can hardly refuse to be-
lieve that tkis form of government received
at least the consent and approval of the
last of the apostles, who was still alive
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when Ignatius was a youth, and who is
said to have spoken with him and Poly-
carp, Bishop of Smyrna. Whatever theory
however wa assume as explanatory of the
existeuce of episcopacy, as a well develop-
cd system of government immediately after
the close of the apostolic age, the fact that
it was so remains uncontravertible. Yet
that need not shake the stability of our own
system widely different though it be. For
cven aémitting that episcopacy were be-
yond a doubt the form of government
which the apostles saw expedient to estab-
lish, they in no single instance by either
express command or inference have eafore
ed it or any other form upon us; nor
could they have done so consistently with
the character of that free and spiritual
religion that they taught, and with which
they were striving to break down the bar-
riers of formularies within which the Jew
bad so impregnably fortified himself against
the truth. No better instance indeed pre-
sents iiself of the wide disparity which ex-
ists between the inspired writings of the
apostles and the humanly concelved writ-
ings of their successors, than the overbear-
ing manner in which Ignatius arrogates
the claims of the hierarchy.

The catacombs therefore only corrobor-
ate what we already koow, when they re-
fer to the many offices, from that of the
bishop to the grave digger, which were
held in the Romish church, but they give
us & nearer insight into the private working
of some of the minor offices than any other
but such familiar monuments would.

There have been no contemporaneous
epitaphs discovered of any of the primitive
bishops. Several have been found erected
somewhat later than the date they beer, in
memory of and probably near the graves
of bishops of the 3rd century, but their
originals, with all others that were exposed
to view, must have been removed with the
bodies which they covered immediately
that the catacombs were profaned by relic-
hunters, They were the richest prizes
and they therefors would be first seized..
But in the gallery of the Vatican, there
exists an interesting inscription bearing
date 892, though nameless, dedicated how-
ever in all probsbility to a bishep. It
contains the first mention of the name pope
or paps, as appliod to & western ecclesias-
tic. It is as follows :—* You our nursing
Sfather (nutritor) being dead and deserving
an end of your great labour. Here, at
length happy, you find rest bowed down
with yecrs. Here lies the most holy father
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(pdpa) who Lived 70 years. Buried in the
nones of November, our Lord's Arcadius,
Jor' the 4th time, and Flavius Rufinus
being consuls.”

This term so expressive of affection, and
respectful reverence, which in the west is
now the peculiar title of the bishop of
Rome, is applied in the east to every priest
of the Greek church, and has through
familiarity become a term of reproach. In
the council of Nice, Alexander alone, the
famous bichop of Alexandria, and the firat
opponent of Arius, is officially called
pepe, and his predecessors for a long time
had been distinguished from all other
bishops by that hunourable enithet, but it
is not krown to have been adopted by the
bishops of Roms till the 7th century.*
Yet the above inscription is evidently com-
memorative of a western prelate, though
certainly not a bishop of Rome; as during
the comsmlate of Arcadius and Flavius
Rufinus, Siricius was pope who did not die
till 898. A process therefore the reverse
of which has taken place in the east went
on in the west. The title which in the
Greek church became general in the Latin
became exclusive.

The second order of the clergy were the
presbyters. Their epitaphs abound and
are often incidentally important. One
thing they place beyond a doubt, not only
that the clergy were permitted to marry,
which requires no proof, but that their
marrisge did not, among primitive Chris-
tians, lower them in the estimation of the
church. Already beforz the end of the
4th century marriave was discouraged in
the west, and a married priest stood little
chance of ecclesiastical prowotion, while
at the council of Nices, held in the begin-
ning of that century, an attempt was
made to enforce celibacy on the clergy;
an attempt which was crushed by the very
last person in the whole council who might
have been exvected to be its opponent,—
the noble old hermit, Paplnutius, who
though himsel: an ascetic of the strictest
class, saw the wickedness of enforcing it
on others. The following inscription is
illustrative of these remarks :

“ The place of Basilus, the presbyter,
and Felicitas his wife, they made it for
Wemselves.”

" Ariother epitaph to
 Acacius, the pastor.”

®Seo -ngle to Stapley; Eastern Chutch.
258¥icnn Stion, p 166
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may indicate that the ministerial duties
were divided in the early church, and that
Paul's advice to assign to different indi-
viduals the respective services which they
were most fitted to fulfil, was wisely car-
ried out.

The graves of deacons arc likewise
found. It would be difficult to define the
functions of this order in the apostolic
church, unless we admit that the right of
teaching not only belonged to, but was
exercised by every Christian in virtue of
that priesthood which belongs alike to all,
for the apostolic deacons not only took
charge of the temporal affairs of the
church, to which office they were origin-
ally ordained, but, as in the case of Philip,
performed the duty of an evangelist. This
double character they seem to have re-
tained after the growth of sacerdotalism
had excluded the body of believers from
their just privileges, always however hold-
ing a position inferior to that of the pres-
byter, and giving particular attention to
the material concerus of the Christian com-
munity. The catacombs yield us no fresh
information, they merely record the exist-
ence of this the third and lowest class of
the ordines majores of the western clergy,
as for instance :

“ The place of Exuperautius, the Dea-
con.” 'We possess a letter writen by Cor-
nelius, bishop of Rome, at the very date
when the constitution of the church was
such as the catacombs describe it in 250,
and it contains particulurs which the in-
scriptions do not afford. It describes the
pretensions of Novatus, a presbyter of the
Church of Rome, who headed the party
which refused to re-admit to communion
those Christians, who in times of persecu-
tion had fallen. After exposing the selfish
aim of Novatus, and explaining the cir-
cumstances of many of the lapsi, he adds
sarcastically,—% This asserlor of the Gos-
pel then did not know that there should
be but one bishop in a Catholic Church,
in which however be wéll knew (for'how
could he be ignorant ) that there were '46
presbyters, 7 deacons (probab!'y in imita-
tion of the Church of Jerusdlem), 7 sub-
deacons, 42 acolythi or clerks (who 4s-
sisted the bishop in the performance of his
fanctions), exorcists, readers and_janitors,
in all 52; widows, with the afflicted ahd
nesdy, more than 1500, all which the godd-
ness of God doth support and noufish.”

We mieet with severel of these dHfices in
the inscriptions of the catacombs; "and
often with &ndther, ranked with sofne
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among the ordines minores, that of the
JSossores or grave-diggers.
The following closes the grave of an ex-

orcist : an_ office introduced when the pow-,

er of casting out evil spirits 5till existed’in
the Church, and retained long after that
power had departed. '

“ Gannarius, the exorcist, made this for
Limself and his wife) '

There are very many epitaphs of lectors
or readers, as for instance :

“ The place of Augustus, a reader in the
Velabrum (a valley between the Palestine
and Aventine). He lived 12 years moreor
less in the consulship of Severinus?

“ Venantius, a reader from the family
of the Palicani, who lived 20 years.”

This office might be held by youths, as
the first inscription shows; but it came to
be so abused that Justinian forbade its
being conferred on any who had not at-
tained the age of 18. The lector merely
read the scriptures and took charge of the
sacred books, duties which fell in after
times to the deacons.

The door-keeper or janitor of Cornelius
must be the same officer which is men-
tioned in the next inscription as the man-
sonartus and is called by Gregory the Great
in his “ Dialogues” custos ecclesice, whose
duty it was likewise to trim the lights:

“ The place of Faustinus, which he pur-
chased of Julius the mansonarius, Presby-
ter Mercianus being privy to it.”

Such sales are often recorded, but the
Jossores or grave-digger is generally the
contracting party. The fossores were pro-
bably admitted after the time of Cornelius
to the lowest rank of the clergy; for they
are expressly calied so by Jerome, as well
as by a contemporary writer, who assumes
bis name, and treated as such in the Jus-
tinian code. The author of Fabiola has
some¢ good remarks on this important
brotherhood of the early church. After
denying their right to be considered as an
erder of the clergy, he proceeds: * But
although the opinion is yntenable, it is ex-
tremely probable that the duties of this
office werc in the hands of persons ap-
pointed and recognised by ccclesiastical
autherity.  The uniform system pursued
in cacavating, arranging aud filling up the
various cemeteries around Rowe, a system
so compiete from the beginning as not to
bear sigus of improvenient or change, as
time went on, gives us reason to conclude
that these wonderful and venerable works

279,

purpose. It was not a cemetery or negro-
polis cqngpapg that made a speculation of
buryitg'the'dead, but rather a pious and
recognised confraternity which was asso-
ciated for the purpose, A scries of in{e-
resting inseriptions in the cemetery of St.
Agnes proves that their occupation was
confined to families; grand-father, father
and son having carried it on in the same
place. We can thus understand the great
skill and uniformity of practice observable
in the catacombs. But the fossores had
even a higher office or jurisdiction in this
underground world. Though the church
provided space for the burial of all her
childr¥n it is natural that some should
make compensation for their place of se-
pulture if chosen in a favorite spot, such
as the vicinity of a martyr's tomb. The
sextons had the management of such trans-
actions, which are often recorded in their
curious cemeteries. The following inserip-
tions is preserved in the Capitol :

“ Thas is the grave for two bodies bought
by Artemesius,and the pricewas given (the
number being in cipher is unknown but is
thought by Dr. Maitland to represent an
amount equivalent to £1 2s. 7d. stg.) to
the fossor Hilarius, in the presence of Se-
verus the fossores and Laurentius.”

The explanation looks very Yike a hope-
less shift to save the reputation of the
Church which the Caidinal imagines to be
endangered by these pecuniary transac-
tions. Dut as the grave-diggers had to be
paid ard the church was too poor to sup-
port them, there is nothing derogatory in
supposing that those who employed their
services were required to pay for it, though
the mention of it appears in our eyes osten-
tatious and inconsistent with thay ideal
elevation which we attribute to the primi-
tive church. Such inscriptions are however
by no means infrequent. The jollowing is
somewhat different :

“ Ovimus bought this doublc grave for
himself from Victorinus and Experus his
colleague.” :

Auother epitaph contained in M. Per-
ret’s work seems to indicate that the em-
ployment of the fossor was optional, and
that no ergagement could be concluded
without refereuce to the presbyter.

“ Alextus and Cabriola made for them-
sclves this double_grave. By command of
Archelatus and Dulcitus preslyters.”

Representations of these fossores digging
in the crypts with lamps suspended trom

were carried on under one direction, and | the walls or roof, like miners at work in a
probably by somebody associated for the | mine, dressed in short tunics bound round
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the waist, and using picks and shovels of
shapes familiar to ourselves, are very nu-
merous.

Many other interesting points are illus-
trated by the catacombs—by the rough
sculpture on the slabs and the rude paint-
ings on their salls and ceilings, as well as
by the inscrifptions. ‘We have epitaphs of
neophytes, of catechumens or convarts whn
were being instructed in the fsith, but
were as yet uninitiated; ot the matrors who
devoted themselves to tending the sick and
other such other duties; and of the con-
secrated virgins who had relinquisied the
prospects of married life that they mpight
give themselves without hindrance to the
service of their master. But in the number
of such virgins we trace the rapid growth of
those false opinions respecting the value of
virginity, which even before the days of
St. Jerome had become so prevalent and
pernicious. We see what appears to be
the priest standing ia the attitude of pray-
er, clothed in a long garment like & sur-
plice, reaching to the ankle, with very full
sleeves and striped with bands passing
down tbe front, which resemble the stoles
worn by the English clergy, snd we have
pictures of their places of worship. Nor
do they leave unrepresented the rites of
the early church, foremost among which
are paintings of the agape or love feasts.
With s description of cne of these this
paper must close, which has given however
but a scanty review of the info.mation
yiclded concerning the internzal condition
of the Charch.

The Lord's supper was at fist comme-
morated at 8 common meal, in which sll
Christian brethren joined, but this leading
to snch indecencies es St. Paul reproves
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in his epistle to the Corinthians, led to their
severance. The love feast however was
still retained,and is beautifully described by
Tertallian in his Apologeticus writtan before
he became a Montanist and adopted the
rigidly ascetic views of that sect: “Our
feast” he suys, “shows its character by
its pame; it bears the Greek name of Icve,
and however great may be the cost of i,
still it is gain to be at cost in the name cf
piety, for by this refreshment we make sall
the poor happy. As the cause of the su
per is a3 wor.hy one, estimate accordingly
the propriety ~ih: which all the rest is
managed. It is throughout such as its reli-
gious need demands. It admits of nothing
velgar, nothing unseemly. No one sits
down at the table till prayer has been first
offered to God; we eat as much as hunger
requires, we drink no more than consists
with sobriety, while we satisfy our appe-
tite we bear in mind that the nightis to
be consecrated to the service of God. The
conversation is such as might be expected
of men whbo are fully ~onscious that God
hears thera. The supper being ended, and
all having washed their Lands, lights are
brought in, and every one is invited to
sing either from Holy Scripture or from
the prompting of his own spirit, some song
of praise to God for the common edifica-
tian. It then appears how he has druzken.
The feeast is concluded with prayer.” The
most interesting picture of the love feasws
waich the catscombs have yet sevealed,
displays six people sitting at 2 semi-circu-
lar table spreed with meats. At either
I end sits a matron personifying Peace and
' Love, as shown by the mottoes inscribed
. above them. * Peace, pour thon out cold
- water;” “ Love, mix thon the wine”

Bistory, Scener, awd Jeb.

TER MIND AXD TARE JRAIN.

The organist, however skilful, prodaces but
discordant sounds, if the instrament on which
he performs 15 ia 3 state of disorder; bat the
instrument is not oa that accoant the perform-
s, nor is the uaskilfalaess of the performer the
cause of the concord. The senses being the
oniy channels through which the mind now
commauaicates with the external world the
idess formed of their objects maust necessaniy
be correct, oF incorreet, in exsct propertion,
to the periection or imperfection, of the senses ;
and the brain being an organ by the iastra-
mestality of which the miad here performs its
ammazing operations, these operations must be
afected in some degree by the state of that o

§ gan ;—bot the sensesand tae brain are not the
{ miad. T. Ariss.
' EARLY SPRITTAL COLTURE.
l if the vine is allowed to grow wild saad ne-
glected, with its early stem best downwssds,
! and with clasping teadrils to creep along the
defling soil, o7 to threzd its mysterions way
! iato » thick confusion of weed and brushwood,
; 1t =ill s002 roquire & practised hand to dizea-
. tangle it, and 3 violeat effort to maise it 2w as
" apright position; bat if the first tender shoot
. 15 taken and trxined to climb opwasds by the
i skilfal vinodresses, obedieat to his doach, it
; will gredually rise into geaial air a5 ssashine
twiac its caressing brsaches roand the shafito
which it cliags for sapport, and in dac season
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will reward the attention it receives with flow-
ers of the sweetest fragrance, and fruit of the
richest flavour. In like manner, childhood, if
left amid corrupting excitements to its own
original instincts, will grow up into vices
which will afterwards require for their correc-
tion & repentance of deep,and it may be of long-
continued, severity; but if intelligent piety
preside over its ecucation from the beginning,
its character will almost insensibly receive, in
the mingled beauty of its several virtnes, the
impress of that wisdom which cometh from
above; not becaunse the education itself is suf-
ficient for this, but because, as ¢ the nurture of |
the Lora,” it is sure to attract to itsaid the in-
fluence of His regenerating spirit.  J. Scacr.

LOVE T0 GOD.

My love to God springs up, when the love of
God is shed abro2d in my heart by the Holy
Ghost given unto me; just as the bud unclasps ,
itself, and unfolds its beauties, and scatters its |
fragrance, when the sun shines brignt and warm
upon it. We never shonld, for we nerer could
have loved God, uniess He had first manifested
His love to va. *We love Him, because He
Srst loved us’ S. Houxz.

CELESTIAL GSRDENING.

It ig s=id, that gardness, somectimes, when
they would bring a rose to richer floweriag,
deprive it for & seasen of light 2nd moisture.
Silent 20d dark it stands droppicg onc faded
lcaf after another, 2nd seceming to go down
paticatly to death. But when every leaf is
dropped and the plant stands stripped to the
uitermosy, & new life is even then working
in the buds, from which shsll spring a tender
foliage and a brighter wealth of flowers. So
often, in celestial gardening, every leafofearth-
1y joy must drop, before a new and divine

—— e

dloom visits the soul.
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THE XIXD OF NIGHT.

We could not afford to bave it always light,
and we must think that broad gay morning
light when meadow lark, and robin, are singing
chorns with a thousand breezes, is, on the
whole the most in accordance with the aver-
age wants of those who have a material life to
live, and materiel work to do. Buot then we
reverence that clear obscure of midnight, when
everything is still and dewy ; for then sing the
nightingales which cannot be heard by day,
then shine tha mysterious stara. So when all
earthly voices are husbed in the soul, all earth-
1y light darkened, music and color float in from
a higher sphere. :

TAR INACCESSIBLE REGIONS OF THEE HBEART.

As well might thoso on the hither side of
mortality instract the souls gone beyond the
veil, a3 souls outside a great affliction guid«
those who are struggling in it. “Thatis a4
wmighty baptism, and only Christ can go down
wi'h us into those waters.”

JOY AND SORROW ; THEIR CONSTANT BUT UN-
ENOWYN FICINITY.

Yho shall oe glad any more that bas once
scen the frail foundation on which love snd
joy are built? Our brighter hours, have they
ouly been weaving a net work of agonizing re-
membrances for this dsy of bereavement?
The heart is picrced with every past joy, with
every hope of its ignorant presperity.  Bebind
cvery scale in music, the gayest and cheeriest
the proudest the most trinmphant, lies its dark
relatist minor. Thc notes arc the same, bat
the change of & scmiione changes all togloom,
2l our garest hours are times that bave 2 mo-
dulation into those dreary keys ever possible;
—at any momeat the key note might be
struck.

Buts fo e B

THE KIND-HEARTED BARER.

A baker, named Magard, who lived in Lyons,
distributed daily a quantity of bread to the
poos workmen, and thase who were destitate,
and who could motl driny themeclves (o zolicit
cherily. The worthy baker took as much
trocble in discovering the dwellings and wants
of his pensioners, as if he expected o beneSit
by their custom. He visited those sbodes of
povesty and wreichedness W catry consolation
and succour lo many an aching heast; and
whea the objects of his bounty expressed their
gralitade for Lis favoars, his ummal reply was,
# Awsr, my fricnds, with your thanks, | bave
ore pleascre in giving than you can have in
rectivingl® Sach was Nagard. Oac night,
as his good man was makiag his scensiomed
distribation, he obsesved from bis tack-shop a o
man, who, with an unsicady hand, scized two ,
snall loaves which Iay on the conater. The
baker advanced, and the thief instxatly took
o fight. Magard parsacd, at which the cal-
Pril Tedoabled bis speed, and darting dowa 2

; & base and unworthy action.

obscure alley, he entered an old house and
ascended 1o the fifth story, where he opened s
smzll door, the baards of which were cracked
aad broken, and carefally clased it after him.
#lis pursser, who lhiad folliowed him so clusely
w=s 1o reach his dwelling almest as soon as
himsclf, felt desirous to know somethiag of
the officnder, aad pecping through the openings
of the door, saw 2 mast miserable garvet,
scarcely B for the netreat of the most miserable
of the human moe. He observed tears voll
down the cheeks of the thief while he dbroke up
the bread and gave 1t to forr starving childsen,
withont reserving & morsel for imsell. “EuP®
be exclaimed, “cat! As for me, | want no
food ; 1 shall dieof geief, for 1 bave commiticd
Alzss if yoa but
Magard did not ict bim Snish, and

kanew—"

y oz¢ blow farced open the door, and said 20 the
y wman, “lIs it nota shame to allow those miser

able creatures So die of hunger! Whay, take
two paltry loavex, when 1 woald willingly
Late given you what you regwired! I am



282

sorry you have so litile confidence in me, for I
feel I merit yours. Listen to me: you must
come every dsy o my shop for what bterd
you requite.” The gratefol and astonished
family, now relisted Grom tetror and distress,
fell on their knees before their benefactor, and
losded him with thanks =nd blessings. “ Do
you wish to distress me 7° €aid the dcd men,
* 1 Hxve only given vway to my feehgs; bat,
on refletilon, ybu need not tome for the bread,
1 sHall bring it myself.”

“ Give me nrither poverly nor riches; feed me
witk food convcnient for me : lest Ide full, and
deny thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or lest T be
poor, and steal "~~Proverbs xxx. §, 9.

WHC "5 MY NEIGHBOGR.

Thy neigh’ our 7—1It is he whom thoun
. Hast po -er t0 aid and bless,
‘Whose ach .z head and burning brow
Thy sootying bhand may press.

Thy neighbec ar 7—'Tis the fainting poor,
Whose eye with want is dim ;
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Whom hunger sends from door to door:
4o thou, and succoar him.

Thy neighiodr %='Tis that weary man,
‘Whose yeats are }t their brim,

Bedt Iow with sickress, cares, and pain:
Go thou, and comfort him.

Thy neighbour 7—'Tis the heart bereft
Of every earthly gem—

Widow and orphan helpless left :
Go thon, and shelter them.

Thy neighbour 7-—~Yonder toiling slave,
Fetterd in thought and limb,

‘Whose hopes are all beyond the grave:
Go thou, and ransom bhim.

Whenc'er thou meet'st a buman form
Less favourd than thine own,

Remember ’tis thy brother worm,
Thy brother or thy son.

Oh! pass not, pass not heedless by !—
Perhaps thou cinst redeem

One breaking heart from misery;
Go, share thy lot with him.

Subbath Beadings.

1 Samuel xvi.

A solitary figure and some sheep. What can
this be abont, yousey? But, ere you guess,
2t us look more closely at the scenery and the
solitary figare. It is night, and such a night
as can only be seen in the Eastern country.
How clear the sky is—how briliiant the light
of the stars! Yonder shine our old friends
the Pleiades ; but only they iook ¢ r, far more
brilliant tbsn with us. The moo is just
rising behind that range of round g vy moun-
tains which seem to shut in this plaia. How
light it is! I think we could count the blades
of grass on the sides of the hili nearest to os.
A little to the west lies a small straggliog vil-
lage, bailt on the summit of a long ridge of
hills covered with vineyards and a grey-look-
ing shrob. Down on the plain in front of us
are asscmbled = flock of sheep, folded for the
night, and yonder scated under ar olive-tree
sits the shepherd. Let us look at bim. How
soung be loaks; we shounld not guess him more
than fifteea or sixteen years old.  His fair hair
fais 1o long caurls roand bis faco ; his festares
are perfect, and his beantiful blue cyes are
fixed on the starty heavens, his shepherd's
stafl lics by his side, and ia his bands he holds
a small herp; be is evidently singing some-
thing which scems to engross his whole soanl.
<hall I tell you what he sings? O Lord, our
Lord, bow cxcellent is Thy name ia all the
carthl who bast set Thy glory above the hes.e-
cas. When 1 coosider the heaveas the work
of Thy Engess, the moon and the stass, which
Thoa bast ordsined; what is man, that Thon
art mindful of him, and the Son of man, that
Thon visitest him 7™ Yes, the young shepherd
is the sweet Psalmist of Istael, David the ron
of Jesse. Yon village on the hill the home of his
father.—Bethlebem, destined more than a thoo-

our Lord aad Saviour Jesus Christ. Well may
we love to look at that little spot, mede holy
by the presence of the infant Jesus, through
whom we are reconciled to God, and who, once
& litdle chiid Himself upon the earth, loves the -
little children to come to Him, and let Him
save them: David was now keeping bis father's:
sheep, and remeinieg out sll night to watch
over them, as is the custom in those Bastern
countries during the balmy summer nights.
He little thinks, as he pours out his heart ix’
song of praise, that soon he will be anointed
by Samuel to be the future king of Israel. Per-
haps he is happier as he is, leading bis calm
sbepherd life amongst these peaceful mountains,
feeling within him the Spint of the Lord, and
rejoicing in the blessed hope of the promiscd
Messizh. Buot God had other work in store for
him ; and the next time we see him may not
be amidst tbe quict Bethlehem pizins. Look
at him once more, ere the picture passes awsy.
So young and slender does he stem that we
cx3 hardly belicve he is fitted 0 take any very
active part in life, or perform any very bold
deed. But, ah! ke is strong in the Lord and
the power of His might. “ We look but on
the oater appeasrance, bat the Lord looketh on
the heast!
1 Kings xvii.

A deep glen, thickly shaded with large trees,
and boanded with bigh bare rocks, giving o
dressy aspect 0 the scene. A brook rms
throogh the glen, imparting & brighter greca
to the short grass on its banks. Beside the

{ trook under the shede of & trec sits 3 man,

apparently the oniy buman bung in the glea.
Look st him, and see if you kaow who he is.
He seeras 2 middle-aged man with a stern-
looking face; and yei bis expression i holy
and devont, bat giviag the idea of onc to whom

eand years after to be the birth-place of i fear is uakaown. A loag beard resis on bis
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breast, his eyes are fixed on the sky, as if
wxtéling some distant object. Ronnd him he
we"irs’a%niiy cloak, fastened round his waist
by 2 girdle. What can ke be doing in ihs
lonély glén, with'no friend to spesk to, with
no'hodse to live in, that ¥e can sée, and no
way of obfaining food? Lodk again around;
how ‘parched and dry everything seems! The
lesves on the treez are brown and withered-
like; the grass, except on the badks of the
little brook, is also yellow and withered. The
wild flowers that cover the glen are drooping
their heads, and seem to call out for rain; but
no rain falls, nor is it likely to do so, if we
may judge from the cloudless sky. Look yon-
der! high over-head we sec two black-looking
birds wheeling round, and evidently meaning
to alight here. Ha! they have told yon what
my picture is abont. Yes, it is the prophet
Blijab, sitting in solitude by the brook Cherith.
More than & hundred years have passed since
the death of king David, ard during that time
many changes have taken place. In the reign
of David's grandson, Rehoboam, the tribe of
Judah separated from the tribes of Israel, that
chose another king to reign over them, who
lived at Shechem in Samerie, whilst the king
of Judsh lived in Jerusslem. Now,some ycars
before the event of our picture, 8 very wicked
king bad reigned over Israel, called Ahab.
He refused to believe in or serve the God of Is-
racl; married 8 wicked woman, called Jesebel ;
and worshipped felse gods, particalarly one
called Baal, to whom he bailt o honse and
erccted an altar. ButGod, who will not allow
the glory due alone to Him to be given to an-
other, sent His servant, Elijah the Tighbite, to
confront Ahabd, and to declare, ¢that, as the
Lord God of Isrsel liveth, there shonld be nei-
ther dew nor rain upon the eartb, bat accord-
ing to his word.! Don't you think EBlijah was
very bold to spesk thas in the presence of the
king, who had but to say the word, and he would
be put todeath? But the God whose messenger
he was protected him. Ahab does not scem
to have tried cither to detain him or do him
harm; and the next thing we hear is that the
Lord desired Elijab to turn to the castwards,
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and hide himself by the brook Cherith. Lo
at the picture; there he sits! All that ke hpd
foretold kad come to sass . weeks had p

and neither dew nor rain hed fallen on the
earfh. All natare seemed languishing and
drooving,—the grags withered, the crops were
parched, the rivers dried np; bat still no cloud
darkened the sky, no refreshing dew fell in the
evening. Other brooks had dtied up, but the
brodk of Cherith flowed on,—getting smaller,
it is true, daily, yet still supplying Elijah with
all he needed, and keeping alive the vegetation
of the deep glen. Yonder are the ravens bring-
ing bread and flesh to the prophet in his soli-
tary abode! And during all the time Elijah
dwelt here every morning and every cvening
did they bring this miraculous supply, accord-
ing to the word of the Lord. Don’t you thick
the prophet must have been very lonely living
here? [ think be must; but be knew fhat he
was obering the command of God in remsining
where He had desired him; and I daresay be
; had many plessant hoors of communion with
i Him,—far more so tban be would have had,
bad he been mixing with the world. It is very
pleasant to bave kind friends to speak to; bat
is it not far pleasanter to have the great God
to speak to? And this we may do at any time,
or in any place. No glen so lonely that Heis
not there to listen to us; no dungeon 8o dark
that His presence is not felt therel No, no;
God the Father, Jesus the Saviour, the Holy
Spirit the Comforter, are ever near, and will
come and hold converse with you, if you will
only seck them. This pictare teaches us that
God will surely punish sin. Ahsab, when he
set up false gods, and worshipped them, ncter
sapposed that the great God would know any-
thing he did, and seat the famine and drought
on the 1and as a punishment for hissin. Little
children, never think that you can do s wicked
thing, and the Lord not know it. Nothing is
hid from bim. You may concesal a fault from
an carthly friend, but you cannot conceal it
from Him who readeth the heart; and ¢ bo sure
your sin will find you out.’ Remember the
text, ¢ Thon, God, seest me.’

Original  Soilifudes.

A FALLES STATUE AND NAX.

Amidst a temple iz ruins astatute of exquis-
.te workmsnship lics, foul and defaced. Breat
can stand with noble aspect among majestic
marble siatues, it maust be lified ercct, cleansed
fram defilement, and chiselled safresh. Likea
fallen statxz, man, cast down from orviginsl
aprightacss, is disfigured with vice, and pros-
trate in the mire of caraslity. Ere ke can
walk in moral dignily with holy angels, be

=st be raised up, purified from polotion, and
made 2 new creatare in Jesas Chost. <Bx-
cept A man be born again he cannot eater the
kingdom of God.” J. P. Wrigne

THE GENTLENESS 0P GRACE.
GenUy shines the moring light, genus
moves the soft air of a svany clime, geatly

fiows a quict stream, and gently falls the spark-
ling dew. Like these placid things, the grace
of God is gentle in its operations. It calmly
iilamines the intellect, it 1aildly softens the
heart, it sileatly converts thesoul, and it gent-
Iy adorns the character with hesvenly virtoes.
“Thy gentléness has .nade me great.”  Imip.

JOY IX JESTS CHRIST.

This jo3 15 better felt thanteld. Petercalls
it “joy unspeakable.” Often, there is grief in
the hutoan heart that lics too deep for words,
but here is joy that caanot be expressed. To
expisin what is unspeakable is impossible.
Like water lling tht depth of its rocky bed,
or the capacionr arch of its ice cavern, and
+ gashing forth with fulness, fresbress, and bril-
! liance that defy description, joy in Jesuag
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Christ abopnds within us, and reveals itgelf, in
cheerful looks and happy excitement, with
gweetness, plenitude, and glory, which lsn-
gusge cannot describe. Izm.

TEMPLE WORSHIP.

Cathedral worship exerts a mighty influence.
A wave of music rolls through the ancient
minster, & charming anthem blends with the
grander sound of the organ, and the glorious
barmony fills & vast assemblage with lofty
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tuoughts and joyous emotions. In the magni~
ficent temple of nature, lighted with starry
lamps, the sublime voices of thunder-cioud,
waterfall, and storm-pillow, mingle with the
melodious voices of gentle wind, echoing hill
and singing streamlet; inspiring like cathedral
harmony, & multitude of devout minds, with
ideas and feelings that bring them into fellow-
ship with God, and give them a foretaste of
celestial happiness. Inp.

oetry.

ON THE BURIAL OF MOSES.

‘* By Nebo's lovely meantain,
On this side Jordan’s wave,
In a vale of the land of Moab,
There lies a lonely grave.
But no man dug that sepalchre,
And no one saw it c'er;
For the angels of God upturned the sod,
And laid the dead man there.

That was the grandest funeral
That ever passed on earth;
But no man heard the trampling,
Or saw the train go forth.
Noiselessly as the daylight
Cores, when the night is done,
Or the crimscn streak on ocean’s cheek,
Fades in the setting sun.
Noiselessly as the spring time
Her crest of verdure waves,
And all the trees oa all the hills
Open their thousand leaves;
So without sound of music,
Or voice of them that wept,
Silently down from the mountain's crown,
That grand procession swept.
Perchance some bold old eagle,
On gray Bethpeor's height,
Out of his rocky cyrie,
Looked on the wondrous sight ;
Perchance some lion, stalking,
Still shuns the hallowed spot;
For beast and bird bave seen and heard,
That which maa knosweth not.

But when the warrior dieth,
His comrades in tne war,

With arms reversed and mufited drums,
Follow the funcral car;

They show the banners taken,
They tell his battles won,

And after him lead his matchless steed,
While peals the minute gun.

Amidst the noblest of the 1and,
They lay the sage to rest;

And gave the bard an honoured place,
With costly matble drest :

In the great minster's transept high,
Where lights like glory fall, {rings

While the sweet choir sings, and the organ
Along the emblazoncd wall.

This was the bravest warrior
That cver buckied sword ;

This the most gifted poct,
That ever breathed a word

Angd never earth’s philosopher,
Traced with his golden pen,

Cn the deathless page, words half so sage,
As he wrote down for men.

And had he not high honour ?
The hill-side for his pall,

To lie in state whiie angels wait,
With stars for tapers tall;

The dark rock pines like tossing plumes,
Over his bier to wave,

And God’s own hand in that lovely iand,
To lay him in his grave.

In that deep grave without a name;
Whence his uncoffined clay,

Shall break again! most wondrous thought!
Before the judgment day ;

And stand with glory wrapt around,
On the hills he never trod,

And speak of the strife that won our life,
Through Christ the Incarnate God.

O silent tomb in Moab's land,
Q dark Bethpeor’s hill, .
Speak to thesc curious hearts of ours,
And teach them te be still !
God bath His mysteries of grace,
Ways that we cannot tell ;
He hides them deep, like the sacred sleep,.
Of Him Hec loved so well.”

TGNDER CLOUDS.

Here behold me, as I cast me

At thy throne, O glorious Kiag!

Tears fast thronging, childlike longing,
Son of man, to thee I bring!

Let me find thee—Ilet me find thee!

Me, a poor and worthless thing.

Look upon me, Lord, I pray thee;

Let thy spirit dwell in nune:

Thou hast sought me, thou hast bought me.
Only thee to know I pine:

Let me find thee—let me find thee!

Take my heart and grant me thine.

Nought I ask for, nonght I strive for,

But thy grace so rich rnd free,

That thou givest whom thou iovest,

And who truly cleave to thee:

Let me find thee—let me Sind theet

He hath all things who hath thee.
Joacuin NRANDER.

We are obliged to allcw several articles
t> stand over until next month.



