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NEWS OF THETWEEK.

A despateh from Sir Garnet Wolscley dated
3th to 7th ult,, says Coomassie has, been cap-
tured and burnt. rhe King has fled, the
British troops have'commenced their refurn
wiareh \ml)indgr_cd.

Anotherdespatch dated Febrary 9th.says:
* Ashanjee .mossengers have just -arrived,
requesling a-treaty-of ‘peace. I will remain
with the ndlive troops until tha 12th (o allow
timo for negoliations.”

It is official}y announced that the Duke
of Ed:nburgh and .his bride, sccompanied
by the Queen, will enter London on tho J2th
March. .

A specialdo the London Daily Teley aph
from Cential Asia gays that the Yamud Tur:
Lkomans recently made an altack on the
tussian fortitications. Lhey wera deleated,
and while cressing thoe frozen river duting
their retreat. the ice broke, and large num-
bers wera drowned. Jen. Kaullman is to
vefurn toKhitain April, .

It is said -that_the new DBritish Pailinnent
immedialely affer assembling will adijourn
tor a fortnight or threoweeks.  The Queen’s
sgecch will probably reconimend a grant of
money for the relief of the sufferers Ly
famine in Bengal.

The Queen aund her Ministers have sent
despatehies to Gen. Sir Garuset Wolscley con-
gratulating ‘himon his success.

Senor Serrand lias been declared Presis
dent of the Républic of Spain, and Senor
Zabala, Minister of War, i3 appointed Lresi
dent of the Council of Ministers.

Itis reported inXurope that tho Chinese
tiovernment hias notilied thoe foreign Minise
| tosat Pekia that it cannot guamateo the
alety of tho lives of (dteiguers residug
§ nt Tientsin, and that the naval authdiities
§ havo been requested to sond wariessels
§ {0 Tientsin toinsure their protection. R
8 Tho search of the Parliamept BGuilding
which has beéen customary sinco the -dis-
g covery of Guy Fasks' plot, was, mado this
morning before tlie assembling of the Lords
and Commons, ) .

2 Tho new Patlinment assembled .0 day 5th

B of March. Tho openibg proceedings in the
5 : S

- Chamber of Peers were forinal and unin.

¥ lenry Chaplin, (Conservativé), proposed,

“nd Tord Cavendish scconded a motion that

N the Right Honorable Beuverie Brand,Spealker

g of the Inst Yose, b declared Speulcorof

® o present’ House. After culogistic
¢ *poechies thomolion was ananimonsly car

red. Perey Herbert congratulated” tho

¥ Spoaker in bobalf of the absent Ministers

for fr1.1 on tho charge of perjury.

teresting. In thé House of Conunons M.

and Mr. Gladstone llx.c;n tenderad in'u;n the X

thanks of the Upposition. The swearing in
of members then began. Mr, Gl-dstone was
most warmly received by the Laberal mem-
bers whon he-entered the Hall and toolk his
soat on the front pposition beneh.

It is stated that if tho application of Dr.
Kenealy, council for tho Tichborne clanmant,
for anew trinl is vefused, hoe will malko an
appeal to the Ilouse of Lords on behalf of
s chent. The morning jrurmals dpprove
the verdict given agunst the claimaut.

A despatch has Dbeen received at the
Indian Qffice from the Ifon. George Camp:
Lell, Lieutenant Governor of Bangal, giviag
a most alarming teport of the condition of
the people in that Urcsidency. [lo says
fully 1,070,000, persons are starving to death
in.the district affected by the faming, and
that ail the pooier classes are beginmag to
feoldhe want of food.

Adespateh from Blackburn, Tancashire,
brings rutelligence of o terrific boiler exptor
sion, causing x starthag loss oflifein that
fown to day ‘I'wentv persong were instan:
taneourly killed aves thirty injured. Many
of the wounded are very bondly liarng, and it
is beheved somo w.il die.

‘I'he bark Grace Darling went ashore on
the Scottish coast, near Aberdeen, during
the late gales, and becamo awreelk, The
crew 100K to thre rigging, but liftcen of them
were washed ¢ff and drowned before help
could be gsent  Lour men, belonging to the
life saving station, who went fo the rescue
of tho wrecked men, also lost thew hvo by
the swamping of their boat.

Jean Luie, the Claimant's witness in the
Tichborae case was to day fully comu}it{cd
Arge
crowds titted and surrounded the Court room
in the expectation of seeing the Claimant
himself on this occasion but the latter

-was not allowed to appear in the Court.

Andrew Jogle, an old negro seryant o!
the Tichbiorne family, and ono of the strong:
est witnesses for the Claimant, has becoine
dangerou-ly il sinca the cerdiet rendered
aguinst Orton. .

The lusurgent foice before of Nagasaki,
has “been totally defeated by the Govern®

‘ment troops and has disappeared,

Serjous rioting has occurred iu: Eastern
Poland in consequence of tha closing of the
churzhes.  Atfone place the d sorder was s0
great thut the military was called out and
fired on tho tioters, kiling and wounding
seventy persons. ’

The special correspondant of the Newsin

Jdndia telegraphs-that tho villagers ot foaat-
ern Tirkoot are slowly starving to death,and
tho future in other districts looks terribly
ominous.

*

pAharroit A A e kg
Several huudred batrels of petioleum, u -
posed to have formed parf of the cargo v. o
Philadelphin barque, have drifted ashao . L
Lowestoft, G. 1.

A despatch had been recetved by the
Carlist junta at Bayooue, reporting that,
Rilboa has syrrendered to the Royalists. 1t s
sald that one church, seyeral banks and
seventeen private houses havo been dest ov-
cd by tne bomburdment of the city.

The following intelligruee 1s obtnined from
Carlist sources :—Dun Carlos hax announc:
ed that it is not his intention to impose u
contribution upon the population of Bilboa
when that place is taken. Up his-entraneo
inta-tho city he will procoed to the Cathe-
dral and be cronned Ing of Spain, e will
sweat to support the liberties of the peonle
and will constitute the Govenment wth
Goneral Elio as  Prosident of - the Council.
An appeal will be made to foreign powes=
to recognize the belligerency of the Carlist-,
He will declare Spwmimds freo from ah
allegianer to any other Governiment than
s own tle "will draw «£5,000,000 as o
first instalment of a loan previously con.
tracteil. .

At a recent theeting of the Falian Scionci-
fic Congress, held in lbame, tvo Neapobtan
physicians sumitted forexamination a liguid
preparation Cesigned for stopping jnstwye
tancoussy tho fluw of blool frour wounds of
every descuption, A com:mission of phys:-
ciung; according to the Roman Fanfuily, have
been cxperimenting with it in the anatoe
mic.d theatve of Sauto Spirito, and have e
poricd on it us one of the happtest ot vecent
discoveries, and sis particularly servicealle
on the ficld of battle. .

Despatehes from Calcutin vepoit that the
distress among the faminestricken peoplo
in Eastern Tierhoot islncreasing. In onp
village alone eighitcen persons have starved
to death within the psst four days. The
number of applicants for cmployment un
the Gavernmeat velief works has incronsel
fi-m 15,000 to 30,000 within a week.

A telegraphic despatch 'was received at
“the War Uftice from Géreral Moriones, stat
ing that he.has béen unable to force the
Catlists from their inlrenchments bLolore
Bitboa, and that his owti xdvanced line has
Leen broken by the insurgents. o asks
for reinforcements, unid  thoe appointsaent of
liis sifecessor.  He-sull occupies Somotras
tro, Latou, Midon. Povens, and Miliquez.
"It is.reported that Gen. Moriones’s arm, has
been defeated withra loss of 3,008 men killed
and wounded,

The Trench Acaulemy has postponed o
contemplated reception to Emilo Olivier bo:
canso he peraists in retaining in his inaugral

an culogy of Bmperor Lounis Napolaon,
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MILITIA ns-oneﬁlgu'xos.

70 the Yonsrable
TheMlinister of Xilitia end Defence, Le., Lo
S, —At the 1isk of apposring intrnsive, 1
vonture to submit for your consideration a
few romarks on the re-organization of the
militi ; believing that you will consider that
tho opimmions of men ho have for yonrs boen
intimately connected with the existing or-
sanization, should have weightin your coun
cils, and in their knowledge of the deldols
of tho system, bo able to administer intelli-
genth towards it amelioration,
Without further perface, or atlempting to
place beforo you facts which have doubtless
cleimed your attention, as to the entire in-
adequacy.and consequent fuilurs of the pre-
sent system ; I shall, with your permission,
divide the subjoct into two heads ;—
First. The deficiencies of the existing Mili
tin organization, with suggestions as to the
amendment of the Militin Law;
Seocond. The organization desirable under
an amended Militia Lasw,
In order that the question of a Militia Ser-
vice may be fuirly considered, it is neceseary
that the constitutional basis forits establishe
ment should be clearly detined. ‘This I take
to bo:—* That every citizen, between certain
ages, is liable to contribute towards the na-
tional defence, either by bearing arins him
self, or, under certain conditions, by furnish
fng a substitute ¥
The conditions required for & sound con-
stitutionel forco are:—
First. Equal conditions of sorvice, recog
nising the nxiom that allare alike liable to
share in the defence of their conr try,
Second. The recognition of the principle
thst every man not actuatly contributing his
personal service during any one year should
Pay 8 tax in money which should benr pro
portion to his property.
‘The present volunteer organizition does
not fulfil these conditions, for four vital rea
s0DS 3—
1at. Because tno btrden is distributed un.
cqually: resting cn the few who have
sufficient loyalty to offer thiemselves for
this service, and who at the same time
oontribute an equal share towards the
nntional revenue ns do those who avoid
or refuso carrying arms,

2nd. Becauso an adequnte force for the pro
tection of the country cannot bie riised
us volunteers. ‘The voluunteer spirit is
confined to few in comparison with the
urms bearing population of the country.
Theea fow have, in many cases. so1ved
three or four times. as long as they are
required by law todo; and cunsequently
have deprived tho country, in case of
need, of the services of two or three
men who should have been trained in
their stead.

3rd. Bocause, where tbe purely voluntary
prirciple exists, the bLuiden of rusing
and keeping together a corps,falls upon
its officers; who, in order to maintain
their corps numerically, aro obliged to
use corciliat ry and popular measures;
to the detriment of discipline, and de
rogation of their position as officers,
This entails another evil, in the selec.
tion of officers, which must a' present
be guided by the influence rather thin
the efficiency of the man,

4th, Because the pay allowed to the men of
tho existing foree i3 inadequate for a
voluntary service, Were it the undor-
stond duty of the citizen, the question
of pay would 29 Jonger presont a diffis
oulty.

" In ordor 'to fulfil the first condition, we
must haven Service Militia and not a Volun
teer Militla, whioh oxposes those who volun
tarily servo to a burdon of ,xponse uot
sharod by other membors of the comtunity
~the draft or ballot where voluatary entist.
ment fails.,

In support of tho Jatter partof my pro
positior, I beg to adduco the followlug au.
thorities :—

In the “ Report of Commissionnts on Lhe
best means of reorganizing the Milita of
Canads," dated 1862, I find in section 48,
“That the Active Force bo r ised oithor by
¢ voluntary enhistment,! by *sclection,! by
¢ ballot,’ or bya combinntion of voluntary
enlistment and the ballot.” [In section 63,
*That men of the Regular Militi shall, at
the expiration of their term of service in
the Active Force, pass into the Reserve
Force, and continue (o be curolled therein
for a further period ol threo yenrs.’,

In the Annual Report of 1865, Licut.-Col
onels Powell and De Sdaberry make uso of
the following language (page 16 No.G):—
¢ Inall parts of tho country the spivitof the
people incliues to the system of voluntoer
ing, in coutradistinction to the draft, for pur
poses of muitary organiztion, drill and dis-
cipline; but difliculues incident to the
carrying out of these volunteer orgnmzitions
in tho rural distriots puint to the conclusion
that 2ke only feasible and reliable means for
conveying military tnstruction to the gre u mass
of the people in the country must bu through
tho organization of the Service Militin.” In

the Raport for 1867, puge 16, Lieut. Colonel
Cassault says of the rural companies . ** [t is

only by tho untiriug exertions of tho officers '
that their companies are kept togetber after

the first two or three yenrs of experience."

In the same Report page 18, Lieut. Colonel |

Maopherson says. **From my experienco,
and the conversations I have had with volun-
teer officers 1n tho district, | am led to be
lieve that tha lrench ¢ anndisng, nithdugh
as loyal and willing to defend their country
as any other British subj-ct, have no inclina.
tion for volanutury service; they appear to
hold to the French aystem, which, when the
Government thinks it svcessary, orders tho
service of part of the mals population, call.
ing on the whole for an equal share of risks
and actual service They soem to think
that when tho country requires them, it will
oot call for volunteers, Lut will order a ce -
tain progortion of men fun servee ; nnd were
8 compulsory mnlitiwy scrvice mtioducel,
[ bolieve they would cheerfully perfoim
their duties ' Liaut. Culunel Atcherloy, on
pagoe 26, same Repurt, ssys - * The difficulty
exporiencod by oflicets commanding com-

anies,.in ¢ recruiting’ to therr full stren th,

as been greatly felt, amd ia partly owing to
the unwillingness of many employers to
allow their men to join Volunteer Compan
ies.”” In tho Report for 1870, page 51, Col.
Rosssays - *Tho great mmnjority of these
officers (eaptuins of compuuies), throngh
whose exertions and instrumentalily the force
has been mamly sustained, seemed to be of
opinion that, without recourso to the ballet,
it would not be possible to keep their com- |
panies up tothe proper strengthunder ordin
ary circumstafces inthe faturs, for although |
tho men of Cunada come forward readily |
when the country has to be defended, and
there is any fighting to be done, still with- ,
out such oxcitement very many withhold
{;orgjoining the ranks of tho Activo Mili |
is

With these authorities—first, the enligh '
toned consideration of the question by our

leading statesmen, and officers of large ex- !

porience in 1862, and latterly Ly tho experi-
enco of the responsiblo heads of the Dopart

ment since 1865, borne out by tho cap-
tains of companies ¢ through whose exertions’
and instrumentalily the force has been mainly
sustained,’” down to tho present time—tho
redult of four Militia Bills has shown the
futility of looking to o purely “ volunteer!
forco a8 an adequate povision fortho defenc:
of the country.

Against the method of recruiling our
Militin by hallot, it has been urged thh¢ siich
an innovation would inaugurate milithdy dow
sgotlsm unsuited to the froo institutions of .
this country, and dangerous to tho liberties
of its people, In a word, that the introduc-
tion of tho ballot.would be to introduce the
Prussian system. That system is oppres-
sivo—first, in tho conscription, which en-
forces three yoars' continuous service on a
certain number drawn at hazard feom tho
population, willing or unwilling; next,
owming to ils adverseeffoot upon the industry
of tko nation, from the undisoriminatiug
drain upon its population in timg of poice;
and lastly, owing to the long period of mili-
tary service required., That such a system,
in its entirety,would be unsuited to the con-
stitution of this country 18 undoubted; but
why the ballot should bo avoided as tending
towards **Prussianization.” I fail to sce.
Weo may fairly raise a Militia by ballot in
timo of peace, and for home service during
n war; because it is just and right that every
able-bodied man should be liablo to'service
for the defence of his country when needed;
but to go farther, and foreé a citizdn-to
adopt n profossion unsuited to, and distasts:
ful to him, for a continuous service, is « de-
cided violation of the right of the subject
under our lcws. Should we rejuirea “Ragu-
lar Army,” therefore, the proper: principlo
for its construction would be the voluntary
bigis; but where the principle sought to bo
observed is that of * equal rights tc all, ex-
clusive priviteges to none,” the burden of
military service must be equalized to all
clrsses of the community, and the s Balloy!?
ns an adjunct to voluntary enlistment, and
in preference to ** conscriplion’ or ¢ selec*
“fon,” is the fuirest way to distribute that
burden,

‘The short period of service contemplated
for the * balloted" -man (three years) would
provo a very slight draw-back in the pur
suit of Ins ordinary avoocations, while the
asdvantuge gained would be very great. ‘The
threo yeurs' period of service would famili
arise him with dril}, and enable him to re°
crvive the olements of discipline ; during
that time h'e attendanca at drill, could bs
counted upon (or his absence punished), his
course of rifle practice prescribed, and regu
lations for the caro of his clothing and arms
observed. With the voluntoers these condi:
uons avg impossible. Any regulsticas or
ordors must bo.inoperative in a Farce, the
members of which, if punished for an infrac
tion of orders, or breach of discipline, cin
resign in- resentment to'morrow ; and no
officer, however zoalous,csn obtain efficiency
ina corps tho members of which are con*
stantly shiftingand changing. The greatest
defect of the present syatem is, however,
that it provides for no organized Reserve,
‘The individual volunteer roliring from tue
Force, even 1fhe completes his term of ser-~
vice, is lost to the military organizatiun of

, the country ; whereas, wero 40,000 men to

retire trionnially into the Reaerve, complete
in organization and interior economy, they
would, even after their legal period of ser~
vice was past, be easily reassembled, should
nocessity call for their services. Espritde

! corps would also nasist to keep them togethe

er, and a votoran Reserve of hundreds ot
tnousands would in s fow years exist, with-
outexpenselo tho Government, and neading
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only that arms should be put into their hands
to ronder them availablo for tho defence of
tho country.

‘T'hat theso matters huve long secured the
attention of the officors of the Volunteer
Force of Canada, 1s proved by the following
oxtract from a memorial presented to tho
Ministor of Militia in June, 1868, and whiaa
was.signed by Sity-nine field officera belong
ing to tho Force in Ontario, :—

“*That tho eficioncy of the Forco, taking
into consideration tho clements given by the
presont volunteor organization, would be
promoted by constituting the volunteers tho
* Regular Militia,’ rotniningall effeotivé corps
as representing tho Militia of their respec-
1ive counties, and applying to them the pro
visions of tho oxisting Militia Law respecting
the contemplated Regular and Resorve Mili
tis, subjeat to such modifications asthe cir-
cumstances of each case, local or otherwise,
might require.

“Your memorialists respectfully submit
that by these means would be gained :

¢+ First—Tho alement of stability contem-
)-:nltod by tho organization of the Regular
A,

+ Setond.—That of simplicity, in having
only one organization to"deal with; and
which would boe capablo of being extended
80 as to embrace the whole military rosour-
ces of the country. .

¢ Third.~That with the existence of éhe
power of drafting (or balloting) in case of
necessity, there would not be much diffioulty
in maintaining the Forze on almoat a purely
voluntary basis.”

‘Tho Iatter clause, though somewhat ob-
scurely worded, implies that once the duty
of bearing arms is recognised by the com
munity as one in which thers can ba no
avoidanse, there would be no lack of volun-
teers. Tho objections 6f employers of lab-
our could no longer impose a cheek on Lthe
wilitary ardour ¢f our young men ; and the
knowledge of impending ballot, weald lead
thoso reluctant to serve 10 sct £3 recruiting
sergeants, to keep companies and regiments
full, in order thai they themsclves might
avoid compulsory setvice.

‘The memerlists, in order to provide for
the increased expenditure necessary for the
support of an efficient Forcs, recommend
thut an annual tax for Militin purposes shall
bo lovied from each man * hable for duty,
Lut not actually serving in the Militia."’

Upon these principles, based on the ox-
pressed opinions of atatesmen, and of prac-
ucal men who bave long made the subject
their study, I have no hesitation in cxpress.
ing wy conviction, that in the establishment
of the Militia alone rests our opportunity for
securing o sufficient, efficient, and sausfac-
tory military organization in Canada.

The position I assume is, therefore, as
{ollowg ;—

‘The people of Canada contribute annually
a largesum for tho woaintenance of the Na.
tional Dofence. ‘This_sum is supposed to
tesin, every three years, 40,000 men , 80 that
wm case of need thay may be found eflicient
soldiers. | muaintain, therefore, that the
country bas a right to expect, that at the
expiration of every threo years, 40,000 men
shall be added to the Militia Reserve of the
country ; that theso 40000 men shall be
qualitied formilitary service if required ; and
that sufficient organization ahall be retained
amongst, them to enable their assemblage w
shory notice. Under theso conditions the
country might be considered to have re-
ceived a fairequivalent for its larger annuiu
oxponditure.

What is necessary, then, to schieve this

end 7 So far as relates 1o tho Militia Law, it
is =0 cssenlially an elastic and permissive

one, that littlo requires to bo chunged save
in doing away with the wonrid * Volunteer;"
to abolish tho inequality of servico which
exists botweon the ¢ volunteor” and “ regu
Jar" Militia ; to strike out tho clause glang
the privilege of leaying s corps on six
montha’ notice, and that relating to the pay
uf officers ; and the Rill will then cover all
the renl requirements of the service. [t
would be further required to porfect the
machinery for the completion of corps by
the ballot; and the wmen having been thus
obtained ; the material for the structure of
organization complete, the remainder is
simply & matter of detail,

Taking the quotu, as requived by luw, ol
40,000 Militin, (who would form the first
class, or * Service Militia,"') as n hasis for
organization, 1 beg to offer,for your informa
tion, a few figures regarding the due p:opor
tion of the various arms into which they
should be divided, For economical reasons,
these proporlions have been noglocta:d hith.
erto ; but as the organization tends towards
perfection, it isnecessary that the ordinary
rule Izid down for thelmpenalservice should
be observed. Whilst wo had garrisonsof Her
Majesty's troops, and a large proportion of
field artillery amongst them, shifta could be
made to furnish an army with 11s gquota of
cavalry and artillery ; but. now that wo are
thrown on our own resources, the existing
deficiencies must be supplied.

‘Thedistribution that at present exists is
as follows :—

Cavalry, 27 Troops, nominal stiength, 1,666
Field Batteries, 10 (42gun-) do 150

Garrison Artillory, 70 Battetics, do 4,308
Engineers, 4 Companies, do 232
infantry and Rifles, 623 Cos,, do 36,729
Naval, 3 Compani-s, do 174

———

Total..... reneteaeae PRI 43,659

T \king tho 1ules laid dawn iu the Imperi
ul service, the prapottions shnuld be aa fol-
lows .—

Cavahiy.—1tussurs, 39 lwoops, 2,271
oficers and men Mounted Ritles,

46 Troops, 2,702 officers and men...

Field Battertes, 17 (6S guns), or ono

4,973

gun to GU0men.. ..... 1,700
Guriison Batteries; v ..., ... ... 5,000
Engineers, 17 Compames ..... .. . LT00
Infantry, Rifles and Marino Companies 26,627

Total ... cevee civieee 40,000

‘Ihis distribution is based upon the as
sumption that cavalry should be in tho.{n'o-
portion of one-fifth of the infantry ; artillery
one gun to U men ; garrison artillery, suffi-
cient to man ihe walls of our defensible
fortitications : Lwo engincer companies tQ
cach distnict (or division in the field) ; and
tho batunce, mfuntry and mfles.

‘T'o securo this proportion few changes are
necessary.  Retaming the 22 troops of Hus
sars at present organized, tho addition of 17
troops would give each district from one to
three gqundrons, and troops of mounted
rfles could be onsily farmed from existug
wfantry companies. Considennghow easily
this could be effected, and .the naturaldis.
position of tho better class of young men in
rural districls to prefer the mounted service,
tho suniabiiity of Canadian horses for such
work, and the immenso value of mounted
ritles in modern warfare, it is singular that
this forco has not been encauraged hitherto,
According 1o regulation, these troops should
consist of 55 officers and men.

Tho seven field batteries required shonld
be raised by demai-bailerigy or divisions in
rura) districts.  Hitherto they have been

v o

confined to cities or larger towns,wharae it is
diflicult to prooure horses, mon suited for
tho heavy work of gunnaoss, of aufliciently
good horsemen for drivers, ‘Uho locition of
a division or demt batlery in a thriving vil-
lage, the centro of a well-populated rural
distriot, would prove a groat stimulus to en-
listment in the immediate vicinity, and te
amattorofpride to the whole neighbourhood,
‘Tho batteries would, of course, bo united on
proceeding into the brigade camps.

As our existing garrison batteries may be
aaid to be infantry in artillery uniform, tho
20 battories existine ovar the quota required
ia not & question that needs consileration.
It would be well, however, if in the future
the duties and uniform should be mado to
correspond.

The formation of tho 13 eungincer coay
panies, I look upon as a necessity. Thelr
peculiar duties can bo performed by no other
arm ; and in a country like our own, inter-
laced with railroads, dissected by unfordable
streams, and abounding in defensible posi -
tions, the organized force of skilled artizans
is indispensible. °True, wo lave them in
our ranks ; but of what use 1. a worliman
without his tools; and though a Canadien
woodsman can build n house with bis axe
and jick-knife, he conld scarcely repair an
engine, or mine a bridigo with his bayonet
With them also, would rest the provision of
intrenching tools for the usoof thoarmy,
and thoe construction of the *“Field Tele.
graph,” so universally used in modern war-
fare. The establishmont provided by the
Act is insufficient ; 1 have, therefore, fixed
the strength of the co npanies at 100 officers
and men, a8 in tho Imperial sorvice.

To effect these chunges without materi-
oally intetfering with the prosent battnlion
organization would be thodesideratum. As,
however, there are 78 indepondent compan.
ies, ranging from two to thirty two in the
several military districts—many battalions
having an uneven number of compauies;
many infantry and rifle companies anxious
to change into mounted corps ; and many,
doubtless, who would bo eager to join tho
field artillery—these matters only need cara.
ful consideration, judicious managoment,
and arigid apportionment of each arm to
the several districts in equal propertions,.
to obviate all tho difticulties that could
arise in carrying out the required altera-
tions.

The next and most important question is
that of expense. Cavalry equipment costs
eight times that of infantry. Saddlery is
tho chiof item. Now,in making the sugges-
tion I am about to make, I do not forono
mement suppose the McClellan saddle is in
apy respoct e%ual to our own, but they are
serviceablo, they are cheap, -and they-are
aasily manufactured and ropaired. Why
not buy these for our mounted rifles? They
can bo obtained, in quantities, for from $3
to $5 each, and by.substituting'n decen! look-
ing stirrup,aud someslight alterations in tho
mode of placing the blankets, they would
noither injure the horse’s back nor the seat,
of the rider. A mounted nfleman, nrmed
with a good rifle and revolvers ; s MeCellan
siddle jadiciously arranged: a stout halter
bridle,with Pelham bit, reins strofg enough
to baused . for picke 4 or tying; histrou.
sers tucked into serviceable knoo-boots,rith
huating spurs strapped.on, would, if rough-
lookjng, prove n formidabloe cunemy and a
serviceable iriend, His emrand being to
march ot horseback and fight on fosi, le
should ve encoumbered wWith no useless
trappings (sabres, for inshnoe& s his uniform
should be of the plainest, an his accoutre.
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ments of the lightest ; asmall service pouch, !
or ball bag, would contain his ammunition ;
his reserve being carried on his horse, from
which he would never be long parted ; his
particular duty being sudden surprises,flank
movements and skirmishing. I have dwelt
upon, the organization of .mounted riflenten,

”

i

so important, although it is unquestionable
that the organization required for purposes
of war should be perfected in time of peace.
With this view I should strongly advocate the
grouping of regiments into bridages, under
commsnd of the senior qualified officer, to
whom would be attached the usual staff,

as being, in my apinion,a description of cav- {"These officers would only be paid during the

“ulry best suited’to the peculiar requirements
of this country ; and it has been frequently a
matter of surpyise to me that the natter has
not rateived the consideration of our Adju
tants General." _

Having thus.provided for the constitution
of the Torce, the next question to whichI
propose to-draw your attention is the pro-
visiong:for™ their instriction, summarized
briefly under the following heads viz: —

Ist. Twent, -ong days’ paid drill—7 at
company headquarters, 14 at brigade camps.
The period of drill to be adjusted to the
time tnost suitable to the occupations of the
men. Fhis’ would utilizy the  drill sheds,
that are now comparativelyuseless.

2ud, Dritt fustraction iy quaalified i
strustors, "f serge il might be ate
tached to'dach biilion at afixed scale of
pay, upmn,whom this work would develve.
The present payment of §59 to, eaptains:of
companies, most ‘of whiom are tutally un
"qualified, is mere” waste of money, '

Srd. The storage -of arms, necouirements
and clothing in the aroaouries provided for
them, tc bLe removed only at times of drill
and targel practice. The.immenae loss that
accrucs anbually from neglect . of these par

" ticulars is incredible, and volunteers can
never be persiaded .into the .necessity {or
such a regulation. S e

" 4ib, The provision of proper ranges, tars
gets, &a, at the headquarters of each com-
pany, alid their: instruction in musketry by
a qualified instructor, .

5th. The issue of clothing regimentaily,
at the commencement of the three years’
period of drill. To be worn by the militia-
.man to whom it is issued, and in case ot his
removal or death, or foss by accident, its
substitution by a new suit issued to the ro-
“cruit taking his place. Itis not fair to ask
recruits to take ald unjforms. - Of course,
losses by carelessness, &o., tobe repaid by
the militiaman personally. L ]

6th. Provision for thoe transport, rationing
-and pay of officers and men in brigade camps
with suitable allowances for providing witer,
fuel and light, and a margin for wifareseen
expenses.’ .

By the present system of division  jnto
Military Districts, each under the.command

~of a Deputy Adjutant General,und which are
again subdivided into Brigade Divisions,
cach havipg ils Brigade Mujor ; a cumbrous.
system is oblained, useless in tima of peace,
add worse thai uselessin time of war, Apart
from she;anomaly of a Deputy "Adjatant.
General commanding a Division in the fleld,
is the moreserious feature;  tlixt in case of
war, the rgmoval of the District Staff Offi-
cers (who along possess the requisite know- .
ledge for opganlzing the: reserves,  and: for. .
warding.: taefp!: to: the- fromty  woHIE Tenve :
no one behind themabfficiently fithiling with |
tho military resburces .of their Histricts to
take their plabes.i tris obvious, therefore,
that, under any circumstances, (he Pistrict
Staff Offieers should not command the Dis
trioté ; but that the sinior Offieers, not on
the staff; -should command Brigades and
Divisions in -the fleld, leaving the District
Staff where it would be mont usafilly em-
pl?ed. in_organiding and forwardidg men
and materinl to the front. for the purposes

of annual dril these. considerations are not

C

DR B
“w . -

-nction.”’

periods of annual drill; but their appoint:
ment would develop a staff organization,
without which an army has been fitly de-

scribed to be ‘i a giant lying prostrate on’

the ground, who, though powerful in out:
ward appearance, is destitute of Long and
musele. and is consequently incapable of

Adjutant-General for each arm of theservice
at Ottawa, and a District Paymaster and
Storekeeper at each Distritt headquarters,
would render the staff organization more com*
plete, and much less expensive, than at pre*
sent. - The same organizition should prevail

m the Reserve- Militia, the secnior officer be-.

ing the channel of communication with
headquarters at Ottawsa, and in tima of war

the drafts necessary to fill
the field. -

The imprrtant suggestions of General Siv
Jamess Lindsay,especially inso far as regards
the appointmeint of'a Major-General to gom-
mand thé Militia, and acs as the chiel milis
tary adviser of Governmént, are well worthy
of the serious consideration of Government,

up its.qr’io,@a in

Such an appointment would be of inealcul-

able benetit to the Force, and would sup-
ply that medium betweci the civil and mili
tary branch of the Department of Militia
and Delence that has long been required.
This officer, with an efficient staff represent-
ing each arm of the service, at headquarters,
would be able to hold direct communication
with the Commandants of Districts; saving
much time now lost in circumlocution,with
the advantage of being intimately conneeted
with his command. Theoutlying Provinces
would doubtless require n resident Com-
mandant, who would act as Deputy Inspec
tor of Militia and Reserve Forces. Thero
should be also at headquarters a Deputy
Quartergaster General, having charga 6f all
maiters connccted with the transport and
camping of troops. e would also have
under his control the militery stoves, drill
sheds and rifles ranges, and attend to the
provision of barracks aqcomwmodation when
required. The byildings. and lands turnel
over by the {mperial Government for mili-
tary purposes should be under hLis sup-
ervison. His  department should ba
thoroughly organizad, and the ost cner-
getic and eapable surveyor or engideer in
each district appointed as Assistant Qurter
master-General. Under his superyision
district mape should be compiled, émboily.
ing the latest topographical changes. Tle
information could he obtained from township

‘and country surveyors; to whom a small re

muneration should be paid {or the service.
Thequestion of expense,is however,a trifling
matter in comparison with the immense
importance. of this work.
of Diatrict Commissariat Staffs, with capacity
for extension in case of war, is alsg ona 6!
the needed. innovations. .

The- organization of Division Staft. con
sisting of & Commandant, Assistan tAdjuiant
General, Assistant Quartermaster-General,
and Brigade Major, would furaish the onl
wmachirery hy which the Militia could be
adequately governed  iiese officers would
receiveing pay-except on nctive service ; but
sl eontingent aliowanze should he made
tu cover ail éxpenses, ‘Bhis should be eiearly
latd down, and if the amount were excee:dod,
(anless ynder very exceptional circumst i

[ ces;) the loss

Such Brigad Staffs, with a Deputy .

The orgamiz.tion :

t
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should be borne by the Com.
mandant,

To each regiment should be attaclied »
competent trained drill instructar, who
shrould, if possible, be the. adjutant or ser-
geant-major of his corps,atul acy as ragiment-
al store keeper beside, . I'his person should
be paid diret;ﬂy from the. department, al
though holding his posjtion under the officer
commanding the regimant.. The present
system of payment, foc;drill ingtruction is

recipients bging utterly ubable to instruct a
company. -~ .. ... ‘
.. A small contirgent: nllowance should be
made to oflicers .commanding regiments, to
provide . for postage, “stationery, and inci-
dentala. o :
- A provision ehouk! also be mle for the
repairs bt arms and equipments, ‘and. for
Turnshing Rangoon -oil to eiretakers of
armouries, and stock and tools to district
armourers, -: : - IR

A very great drawback in th organiz . tion

in-the fact tHat the company unit has been
histily assenilile ], wurriedly equipped, and
infperfectly “$tatléd’> This is owing to the
reagon that, undar e present system, men
never don qu“‘:\ﬂi furm oy shoulder. o, rifle
from the timé!'_ ong_anzual dejl} patil the
next year, unles§ at target praclicg, . The
'drill shed erectséd’ .a“ﬁafa,t‘,ﬁtp%fé g the
country,have thus bagonia virlualg useless.
Plo provide for.ths’ 43igmbly of companies
for drill daring tho winfer mapths, it js pro-
posed thial'pay at (he rale of 25" comis per
drill of throo™ "hours ba allowed for seven
drills on separate oceasions. This wounld
make-attentdance compulsory, and tend to
greater coherence of | the ¢omjany uait, in-
creasing esprif de corps, had preventing ofli-
cerb :in?i then from forgelting wh o they Lnd
‘learned, in the lang intcrval betwecn the
anputl treainings,  These drlls wonld he
supesintended by ths wegimental dvill in-
structor, who would e lield respousible as
tsthe numbers attenling the muster, and
thit no man was returned for pay who was
not retually present. Some, such induce -
mvii is absolutely” rocessary in order to en-
sure a proper atlendance at ¢ompany drills.
These companies would then Le’ Hited for
regimental daties, on marching into cunp
for the annual drill. .

In carrying on the systemof brigade caunps
inaugurated in 1871, a vital principle- of
orginizition i involved, -Regimental cumps
are good, brigade camps are better, giving a
more extended kuowledge of military duty.
and provoking a friendly emulation between
regiments, in maiters of drese,discipline aund
efficigncy. 1s is a mistake, howaver, to
carry the thing too far, and (o ajlow a camp
of instruction to degenerate into n military
spectacle, Tor this reason very large camps
are to be avoided, not only on aacount of
the distances required in the oconcentration
of troops, auid consequent increised cost of
transportation ; but in the fast that there is
too mueh holiday-making in the assemblage
of large numbers of spectators, an | the ob-

farnishing to the Brigades from the-ivision’ | Of the Brig?d&?“‘ﬁi‘s' has been experienced

,amusement, an'd not instruction.

¢ Swmall eamps, in central. positions, within
e ching distance of at least two regimenta)
i beadjuar ess, are much to be preferred. If,
for the gratifisition of the publie, it was con-
sidered desirable that a military spectacld
should be ntforded, the comniandants of two,
brigadass mightarrange to march lo a‘centl{',“‘!
position, and jointly ‘hold n field day, ~In:

ideed, such aufumn maneueres, on .n-gmnll -
scale, woull be produciive of the best
eilfect, inuring the men to marching, and:

simply throwing meéney away.ono'half of the

ject of the drills dre diverted to provide .

-~
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doveloping tho charactor and resources of

tho stafl.

It should be arrangod that the Major-

Goneral commanding, or a Deputy Adju-
tant-Goneral, should muster and inspect
men and ayms during thecoutinuance of the
g,

A destrable feature of these c:\gxps would {  In conclusion, I would beg to subuilt for
Lo tho assemblage of all past military sclicol {your consideration the advisability of cau-

cwlots residont in the division, and not det-
ually serving in the forco,under officers to be
named from their own ranks, and constitut-
ed into separato companies or battalions. An
opporlunify would thus bd offered, that
would be eagerly embraced by most,of keop-
wgup knowledgo acquirad in the military
scliools, and which, frotn want of use, is liable
to become forgotten.

Iaving thus skotched the head and boly
of tho organization, I mny bo permittell to
dwell upon somo dotails thit seom to be
most desicable. :

1st. District stores and suitable maga.
znes, containing nrms, nmmunition, clothe
wmg and stores sulliciont toequip atleast
twito tho number of the Servico and Re
smve Miitia, ‘Theso atores to have eflicient
storckoepees and trained assistants, to care
for he property ol Government in time.of

war. :

2ad, Inboratories in eash Pravince for
tbo manufacture of ammuunition for small
arms, with. a capacily for extension n cise
of watf, By this moans,and the roturn of old.
cartridgo cases and ammunition boxes, an
aunual saving might be effected, and o
Mentiful supply of blank cartridges provided
1or blank firing—a much-necded oxercise for
raw troops. .

3rd. ‘o esloblishment of depot com
panies in esch Province, to servo as slore-
keepers, workers in tho Jaboratory, mili
tary school imsteuctors; to repair and
slier arms, mark ae rifle ranges, and to
furnish guards upon the stores and the
forts and armaments belongiug to the Dam
1uon,

This would-bo simply an extension ol A
and B Batteries, as at presont coustituted,
making them tho Provincial Schools of Muli-
tary Instruction; atteching a cavalry and in-
fantry instn.ctor to cach, and giving » gen-
oral, insteud of technical, training to cadets
who inight enter. The extension ot *is
short or long course_principle to all, would
enablo the commandunt to select such men
as ha deemed fit for a speocial trainingin
the higher branches of the military art; and
the schools yould thus act as a Stafl College
for tho Dominion. I need not point out tho
desirability of .such-instruction.

It will bourged ngainst this scheme that
it will entail an enormously increased ox
penditure. As an angwer, 1 huve prepared
.n estimate, which I beg to submnil for your
consideration, huping that you wgll consider
that facts justify my attempting figures. Yo
provide for the expenditure would bo most
simple. L

‘laking the number of men liable to serve
1 the Atlitia at TOJU00 (which iz-doubtiess
short of the mark), and deducling there:
from 40,000 active service militiamen and
44,000 reserve, leaves 620,000 men who are
# finble to pay for the defence of tha country.
§ suppose werate these at $2 per head (the
mio exacted for-statute labour). it gives us
$1,240,000.

‘This would leave about £230,U00 to he
B drawn from the public chebt for the Militis
@ Servico, ‘Lhis schiemt, of course, mvolves
B the principle of direst taxaliva ; but I know
§ of notay which would be go cucerfully sub.
b niitted 10 or more willingly paid. 1t isn9

3

pedes; zad to issue it intelligently in case op

more an interforenco with tha prin-
ciplo than tho present wschool tex,
and in many cases would not bo cousidered
hallso objectionnble. Tha tax could be col-
lected by municipal mochinery, and sthe
uota, paid by each Province,into the D
quota, pat y each Province,into the Dom
inion Lroasury. ‘

tion in introducing changes into the presant
systom, without counsulting the constituents
of tho cxisting Force  For yoars wo have
had to buttle with difliculties which hve
been impcsed uPon us by o want of consuler:
ation of the feolings and prejudices of the
Forco ;and tho advent of the present Admin
istration lias been hailed with joy by most
volunteers, belioving that an enlightened
consideration would tako the place of polic

' Militta aro concerned. 1t would bo looked
upon a8 an act of gracelul courtesy to thoso
who have dono and suftered much in tho
ciuso of our.nationsl defence, if tha'Gavern:
' ment wero to summon a board of dllicors
- o consider tho present position of tho
Militia, and to snggest practical plans for
tho amclioration of tho evils under which it
sulfeis,

{f such a courso is tnkon,and any idea that
{ have oviginated commonds itself to the
judgment ¢y yourself of your advisots, an
pratical and practicably, § shali feel that I
havo not addressed you in vain,

Apologizing for thoe length of this com-
munication,

1 havbg tho honour to be,
ir,

Your obedient servant,

tical indifforonéo whero the ivterests of the
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1. Detalls of Sulartes of Military Braneh ¢ -~
.. 1 Mnjor-Generad, sud Iuspoctor of Mititia Resorve Forees $3,£00 00 .
1 Adjutant-Gonoeral at headquartors, . 3,600 1) i
1 Quartermaster-teneralat do, . 2,000 00
1 Deputy Adjutaat-Genoritl, Cavalry, at 2,000
I do Artillery, 2,000 X3
1 do Fagineors, 2
1 o Infantyy, 2,009 o0
1 Asststant Adjutant-GG «neral ) do veee steqanees - oo LUGKIG)
1 Commandaniand by -tuspectog, Mitla Roserve, Nova Scotia ... 1,50 00
1 o do i‘l ow Braugwick : y
&P KL 1,500 80
1 do do Munitobs. R 1,800 00 .
1 do do Brilish Columbia, 1,300 00
11 Disteict Paymasters.... . . PN at LAY W ., . 13,20 00
1 11 ¢ Storekeopers ... Wt e e GO0 Q0 . U5N v
Travolling and fleld Alowances, Cobtingnnoies, Hoeadquurtens Stan 1,000 %)
Adtitary Surveys aid mapy, Quartermaster-Gentoral's Degantment ... 1,000 ou%
B e s e 34,600 00
2, Mvision Stafi ¢ M
Command money, postage; stutlonary, Lo, for Commmandants ... . 6,000
Regimental Deitl and dusiotry lTaystractors and SLoreReCpersciceseees. 27,600 G0
Hopalrs of nrins and equipmients by District Armourers ... ceeese 0,000 OO
—— 3,00 00
3. Ananual Drilt l’ag', &e. 2 W00
Pay of 45,000 oflicers aud men in Brigade Camps for il days.... ... 530,000 ¢
o 40,000 ut Company Meadquarters for 7 iys........ 70,000
Metd and foragoe allowaneo for mounted oflicers. .. 10,000 ()
Kattons and Hospltal subsistencs 1u Brigade Cumps.. 15,000 0
Fransport and Marching DIoNEY e sccvecrrrisee: sasae..s 25,000 (00
Contjpsgencles, avrlzc% to best shols, and unforescot expenses 25,000 by
Compuonsatton fov Infuriesat Drilloccaeee tesssreseseettarertratessans vee 5,090 0O
. et wmmeee 650,000
Je AMIMUUILON. sreeeranecsssreserttssarirssanestvsntanenssoe 59,000 00
5. Ck‘ll“ﬂgu---ﬂ .......... vess.+ sees . . . 100,00 00
G, Mitltary stores and eqyulpments. ... . . .- 5,000 00
7. Publle ﬂnnonll{llﬁs :Hn:, ctrc glfl:;\;m:gm--- .. ~llo.lm i)
3 11 Sheds, o Ranges, Leee88 aceeetei e s e ceee gese ae ves
3. R{l‘o‘\'gmcc%s' to ellictent Reglments for eucourngement to Rifie pruetice, efticlent 9,000 09
bands and contingeneics... . ... . . 7,000
10 Grauts to Dominion and Lrovincly! 10,000 60
11. Caro of Ordunance properties = ... 10,000
12, hproved ¢ire-nnns and Urduance. £9,000 00
13. Contingenetes and unforeseen expetls 50,000 00
R -
11, Pay and matntenasce of 6 Dopot Compantes and Milltary Schools, one for each
APEOVINES. secrees o esen caee ces ciesaseans . rererense 309,000 00
15, Pay and muatantenaace of Gun-hoats . 10,000 00
$1,449,600 00

A terrible tragedy occurred on the Greay
Westorn Ilailway on Satu lay night, the
a8th Feb,, resviting m thoe denth of seven
or ecight pissengers and the serious wound:
ing of twelve or filtegn others.

The Swrnia Express train left London at
6.20 p. m, with several petroleum and bag:
gage cars, and one coach crowded with pas:
sengers. About midway between that city
and Komoka Station, an 0il lathp in the
wator closet fell from whero 1t was suspend:
od to the floor, and wwas broken. - Iaamo |
ment the ail ignited, and the.wholo oftho !
intesior of the closet wason fire, Panicat!
onco seized tho passengers, and cfforts were |
mado to stifle the flames: with the use of the |
cushions, but it ivas found useless. Thod
great speed at which the train was £o0ing, i
reckoned at over thirty miles an hour, fun® |
ned the fire to such an oxtent that no hope |
was left but an immediate stoppago of the
trains but thero being no bell ropo attach
ed, no communication could be passed until
Couductor Mitchiell, at much personal risk

ran forward and gave the warning, By this
time the firo had guined full sway, und the
affrighted passengers were throwing them-
selves from tho platform and out of the win®
dows which they smashed for the purpose.
In a few minutes the car was consuwmed, and
those who could not escape wero burned to
a crisp.

The Globe suys, 5007 cnonito families will
como out by the Allan L.ne'to settlein Ma-
nitoba, Twelve hundred families are going
-to Kansds and Dakota. Five hundred fami*
lies from Russian Poland a:e not yet satis
factorily’ nrranged for, but way {ind their
to Manitoba. '

sneimelpomsr

REMITTANCES Roceived on subseription t
Tire VOLUNTEER RIvIEW up lo Saturday
thie 7th Inst,

Imboro' Ont.—Naj.Geo. Duncat,to Aug... *i4.$6.0
Normonlon, Oris—=0apt, Mitcholl to Sept.'™i. 0.00
Stirling, Ont—Lt. R. J. Cralg, Sept. 16,1874.., 2.00

Stony Creck, Ont~Capt, F. M. Carpenter,
v ' g Febasss 6,00
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o 2aed thie Moaareh, fence the Law.”

SEFAWA, TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 1874,

~

f'o Connvseoxonsts.—Letters addressed to
ecithior the Editor or Publisher, as well as
"‘ommuni:ations intended for publication,
mngt, invariably,bo prepaid. Correspon
vnts will alse bear in mind that one end
o the envelope should be left open, and
1t the corner the words ** Printer’s copy "
sritten and 14wo or Bve cent stamp (ac
cording lo the weight of the communica.
tion) pliced thoreon will pay the postage

I this issuc we republish o letter nddress
ed to the Ministen oF Minitta axp Drrryce
on * Militia Reotganization,” by our gallant
anl talented corvespondent Cenfurion, in
which the whole of the problems surround-
ing our Military service are ably and intelli-
gently discussed. As the writer can claim
the advantage of great personal experience,
aml as biois a thoroughly quplified soldier
holding high rank in tha Velunteer servico
of Canada, his opinions are worthy serious
consideration and should carry all the weight
sccorded to matuved and well considered
conviction at this crisis of our Military organ-
1zution, whan the demand for vital changes is
heard on all sides, On the part of the poli-
tical gconomist—in order to lessen nominally
ut least tho burden of taxation by the theo
vist—~in order that his invontive faculties may
have a chance at devising something more
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parieot, and by tho fanatical oppononts of
oll armaments as a means towards its final
abolition,

Placing its full yaluo on the brockure, which

3| wo submit to our readers, as tho produclion
7] ofa thotoughly clever and talentedofticor, wo

aro not atall satisfied that the plan proposed
would bo o good aubstituto for our present
organization, or that it could bo practically
workred under our social system.

Centurion places the Uasts of o constitu
tional on an axicm and its consequent prob-
lom—the Military duty owed tho Stato by
overy individual—and equal conditions of
services toall ; and a propoaition—that thoso
wlo would desive to bo exompted from Mili.
tary sorvico for any cause should contribute
o money payment towards defraying the ex-
penso of tho armament kept on foot.

Now, whilo it js evidont tho axiom of Mil-
itary sorvice due by the individual admits of
no question, its application involves many
problems; for instance, in tho population of
the country there are many physieally mca-
pable, many naturally mcapable, aud many
who are rendering the State service in other,
capscities from which they cannot be spared.
[Iaving mado all due allowance for those, it
will be found that the number capable of
rendering Military scrvice to the country
will not amount to more than five per cent
aof tho whole population, or about 200,000
men, and of that number theve are over 20
por cent or about 43,500 men envolled in the
Volunteer ranks; itisalso evident that there
has been fillered (hrough those ranks at
lonst three times their number sinco their
fivst organization, so that another period of
service would in all probabiuty leave us in
possession of a pattially trained force equal
to ell cur available fighting population, so
thatthe principle smbodie in the axiom has
been fully developed by the * Militia law.?
From tho condition shown above it would be

-impossible to make **equal conditions of
service.” Cealurion sure.y does not mean (o
draft the incapable, the coward, the mer-
chant, or the mechanic whose scrvices even
in warfare are far more valutble than they
would oo shouldering a nfle at the frunt, and
ag it is from their lahour any Military forco
is, and must be maintained, it is hard to
conceivo-what good could be eflected by ro-
sorling to direct personal taxation to sup-
port ore institution whose sole Jduty is to
protect the Stale, and should in turn bLe
maintained by it, Moreover, as the burden.
of taxation is unequal—that is the whole
taxes of the country are paid Ly the Agricul.
tural class—it 18 hard Lo conceiye how they
should be called upon to send three-fourihs
of the whole force to the field and tax them-
sclves not only for its support, but for the
short coming (as assumed) of all the rest of
the popalation. In fillowing out this pro-~
Llem of Miditary service to its lagical con-
clugos, ot Wil e found that the present
“ Milita Juw™ has provided for every possi-
ble contingency but one, and that is the real
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causo of all the trouble in tho ranks of tlo
Volunteor forco. It is Centurion's fourth
reason svby the force is ineffeotive, ar.d may
Lo stated as ho puts it—*¢ Becauso the puy
allowed to the mion of the existing forca is
inndequate for a voluntary servico” -wnd wo
fail to seo how a lovy en masse woull botter
tho condition Mon mast live—and in order
to do 8o, must labour or liave dthers labour

-} for -thom. 'Tho soldier indivtdually or en

masse is in the latter condition; ho is simply
a consunigr and nitial have othors to labour
Jor him; in other words, o must have pay,
ifikis oqual to.what ho-could oarn in civil
lifa- the ranks will be kopt alwaya full, .f
not, thero is no rosson to bolieve hei« a
greater fool than his neighbours, A su»
_consideration of: this phase of political econ
omy will satisfy avy impartial critic thu
whilo the theory of the duty to the State i,
corrqel, the problems cangcted therawith
are pot easily golved, '

Wao must-then agstume that tho application
of the draft is iaypricticablo under ordinary
conditions, anld as it an lorhes the whols of
Cenlurion’s theory, it follows that whily ke
schemo foumded thereon i3 very o uprehen
sive & we lassimple. it woull bo euiirely
innpplicable 1o -our présont circumstances
which requiras just such h systom as, tho
“Militia' Law" has developeid—that every
division of tho Military force of the country
should be coniplete in -itself, ‘Lecauso the
force raised being purely for dofensive pur-
poses it was p necessity of thocaso whatever
point was asaailed its lgcxl Militia shoul.l be
able to maintain its defencs till succoural,

While heartily endorsing manyof Ce ifu -
fots views, wo are compellal to differ from
the principles he lays down, The + Milita
Bill " 1s a 1w of developement and requires
timo to mature its xcelloncies as well as
exbhibit its very fow Jefects, \Wholesale re
organizition would for over prevent tho
growth of anything like stability. as connect-
ed with our Military Institutions ; an.d- those
are of such a vital interest to the State asto
preclude the possibili'y of tampering with
| them in any.way.  Cenlurion hus, however,
Added another valunblo puge ty o Mihtuy

literature.
L e ————— e o ]

Ax article on Explosives from thoe Broal W
Arrow of 24 January, which sppears in an

other page, rofors to the following experi

[)

warin Austria

Ttis evident that the recently discovered
explosive ngents aro not destined to supe:-
cede gunpowder in artillery or amall arms

submarine mines is self evident.

applicabihty to military purposes is-thatn

not explode dt stinck by w rifle bullet. }
the gun cotton wete iy, the he.t caused

by the impact of the bag |-t wasged sot it on

ments made with dynamiile, as 2 munitin of B

but their value in siege operations, and as

* [L i3 knowa that one of the charwton - B
tics of gun cotton whicls contiibules (v its @

muy be fiecly brought under liry withour M
lear of accidentsl explosion —th ot 1s-to 3y B
Packuge of comqweszed gun cottoy wonll BB
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fire, and it would then merely burn
away with more or less fierceness, according
to the amount of gun-cotton in the package.
But if the guncotton were damp, the impact
of the bullet would have no more effect
than it would have on wood, earth, or any
like inert substance. In the case of nitro-
glycerine compounds, however, exposure to
musketry fire would be attended by far more
serious results. Under these circumstances
and at all ordinary infantry ranges, a pack-
age of dynamite or lithofracteur will explode
with considerable violence.

Some interesting experiments on this
point have lately been concluded in Austria,
on the practice ground of Semering. The
objects were to ascertain at what distance
the impact of a rifle bullet would fail to ex
plode dynamite, and to decide what precu-
tions were necessary 1n the transport of this
substance in the field.
the Werndl, which fires a builet of 313
grains with a charge of sixty two graius of
powder. The experiments included a tiial
of dynamite, both in its plastic and frozen
state, in comparison with gunpowder. About
twenty-four ounces of dynamite were placed
in a tin case, which in its turn was put into
the centre compartment of a species of
wooden limber box, the sides or partitions
of which were protected with sheet iron of
from } to 3-16ths of an inch.in thickness.
At the same time, a tin containing about
10lb. of gunpowder was placed in a similar
box protected by 120 inch iron. I[u the
first trial, the rifle was fired with its full ser
vice charge ot a distance of sixty paces.
‘The muzzle velocity ot the bullet was 1345
feet, which corresponds to that attained by
our Martini-Henry rifle.

The results wero as foll yws : —

‘The bullets perforated the boxes protect-
ed with 1-20 inch and } inch iron, and pass
ed through their contents. Neither the
gunpowder nor the frozen «ynamite w.s af-
fected, but the plastic dyn unite was invar-
iably exploded. Uhe bullets failed to pre
forate the box protected by the 3-16 inch
iron, and when the cise which held the dy-
nandite was not in contact with the iron par-
tition complete protection was aftorded ;
when, however, the tin.case which contained
the dynamite touched the iron against
which tbe bullot impinged, the mere indent
or shock of the bullet caused the dynmite
to explode.

The result showeld thit the dynamit:
could be completely protected providad the
cises which contained it were plated with
ubout 1-4 inch sheet iron. As, however, the
weight of the transport wagon or cart, under
these conditions, would be excessive, it was
determined to continwe the expcr.ments
with the view of ascertaining the destructive
cftect which might be expected from the ac-
cidental explosion of the ordinary field cart
In which it was proposed to transport dyna-
ite, and the distsnce at wh ch a rifle bul-
fet would determine the explosion. The
cart was packed, as lor service, with deto-
hating caps, hand greuades, about 90lb of
dynamite, and 70lb. of powder. As a mea-
sure of precaution, the explosion was effect
ed from a distanee by electricity. The cart
%ag blowa to fragmeirts, und the debris
Covered a circular area of about 100 pacesdi-
seter,some of the picces being hurled to 300
Daces; It appenred, therefore, that this latter
Interval should extend, in a column on the
fmarch, between the renr company and the

'8t wagon. 'I'o ascertain the distance at
Which a riflg bullet woul-d explode dynamite
:@su Coataining 1his substance were - fired

itha Werndl rifie ut 150 paces, but the

Charges were veduced to represent the velo,

The rifla used was’

city of the bullet fired with the full charge

at distances of 3,000, 2,500, 1,500 and 1,000
paces, The dynamite was exposed to this
fire (1) in its ordinary tin case, without other
protection, and (2) enclosed as before in a
wooden box (unarmoured). The results de-
monstrated that when the dynamite was
simply shut up in tin cases the limit of ex-
plosion was between 2000 and 2.500 paces.
If the tin cases were placed in wooden boxes
the limits were between 1,000 and 1,500
paces, [tis thought that the Austrian en
gineers treat this matter muach too lightly :

“On pourra donc exposer, sws danger,
la dynamite au feu de l'infanterie quind les
distances seront supdrieures, dans le pre-
mier cas, & 2,500 pas, et dans lo deuxicme,
& 1,500 pas.’ \

Suchis the conclusion they have arrived
at, while at the sams time they look forward
to the employment - of this explcsive agent
in great quantities in future wars.”

e ——

Tu s following has Leen taken “from Broud
Arrow of 24th January, and exposes the so.
called economy of the Gladstone Adminis.
tration in a striking light :

The following letter appeared in the Tmes
vesterday : — .

8, —Between one and two-o'clock to-
day was secn a small military detachment in
uniform marching from Cannon Street to
the Mansion ITouse. A field officer, three
other officers, and about .eight non commis
sioned officers and men, were taking to thoir
tnal resting place in St. Paul’s Cathedral the
old colors of the 5T7th Regiment—the West
Middlesex—the *Diehards.! They were
cordially received by the Lnxd Mayor, and
with equal cordiality at the Cathedral, whave
after a short impressiva ceremony, the
colours were placed on itswalls,  They waore
the colours of the Crimea, and especirily of
Inkerman  They were accompanied on this
their last march by the conditdon that ‘no
expense was thereby (o be entailed on the
public.”  Asthis detachment, of hopor puss-
ed from the Mansion [House and along Cheap-*
side, little did the rich and busy crowd think
that the officers’ privaie purses have saved
to the country-the railway fare from Wool-

wich, and thus zdded to our economical, if it

had not quite to our militwy, credit—Your
obedient servent, ’
, . W. J. CopniNgrox.
¢ Batoa Sguare, Janury, 22,7

We could not Liope to better the comment
of the Pull Mall Gazelle on this incident : —
** There is nothing likem intaining amongzst
our soldiery a sober enthusiasm for (Qiacn
and country; and by our own feelings, as wo
read of this apparvently trifling. but truly
significant little ipcident, ve muy judge of
the sentiments whioh animated that small
company of soldiers as they marched to the
Cathedral—without parade; without osten-
tation ; indeed, rather sneaking than march-
ing-—to place the colours thit waved at Ink

erman.in their final restiug place. Evary|

heart beat high with the thought that al-
though the doar flag was being cirried
through the streets as a pauper corpse is
trotted to the arave, the nohlest principles
of Government were vindicated in an almost
pathic manner; ‘no expense was thereby
entailed on the public.’

w Lt use of armor plating ia military eon*

struction is being nearly asuniversalas it has-

been in naval structures. Batit wou!d ap-

per to have reached in the latter the stage
.
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corresponding to the .rmour of tiwe six—
_teenth century when opposed bv the ol
 fashioned musket and mteh L ¢k, that is it
affords no defence, an-l'is a burden too great
i to be carried.
{  The Germans mesn to ulilize it however,
jin covering tieir !io acquisitions from
I Franee.

“ An article in  the Colagne Gazetle, on
| ¢ the new iron fortifications of Germauy,’
- says that the drilled east iror gun stands and
s iron-clad revolving turrets which have siuce
1869 been completely tested in.a series ot
i experiments on the great artillery .shooting
i grounds at Tegel will now be used for the
new worlss to be begun in the German fort.
i resses. LI'wo of these turrets will maintain a
| Secure communication beiweent the forts of
: St. Quentin and St. Privat at Metz. and two
“of the flink works which will be attached to
these forts, 50 as to command ths valley of
tLe Moselle and th€ Seilie;will probably be
made iy the form of the gun stands refer-
red to.  All the iron for these fortificitions
«c be ¢ast on the spot of any required
thickness, in foundries speocially erected for
the purpose. Each of the works will be
constructed with a few huge plates, which
will fit into one another by means of joiats
made in the casting. The gun slands made
are each to hold one gun only, buta number
of them may, if necessiry, be placed sido by
sidg,and they may be cdunected s0 as to form
single work,. 'he embrasures are made so
small as to prevent tlic entrance of any pro-
Jjectile tired at them, and ‘the whele is pro
i tected . by an carthwork: with apertures to
i carry away:ihe gas.and diminish concussion.
" During the trials oi’ 1869 seven shots from «
i 300-pounder (tho 24 centimetre gun) hit the
Iplate of o gun'stahnd of this kinl sithout
disabling it for further use. The writer
adds that there i3 good reason to believe
that these iron fortifications would make the
land and sea fortifications of Germany far
superior (o those of any other State.”’

Wi insert with pleasure the Report of the
Frontier Riflo Association, and are glad (o
find the military fire is still aglow and burns
with as much ardour as cyer it did. This fine
; battalion was always first im the field and the
j Inst to leave it, when the enemy showed
i himeelf near the ILines. The DBattalion

turned out 1,700 officers and men, for the
Aunual Drill lagt year, viz., 1,500 in Camp,
and 200 at Company headquarters ;—~thus
showing that a bona fide force ‘can be easily
kept together where it is most needed.
Aud this, we are happy to say, is not the
. only battalion that have shown creditable
i numbers during the past Ayeai" at {heir an- -
faaad deill, ‘ ) :
i And while on-this subject, we have receiv-
o several lettors frota officers of the Force
| wha entertaln the sams ilea that we do,
! that « strody force can be e1sily raised on

the Volunteer principle, to maet all the re.
quirements of the Militin Act, without re-
sort to the Ballot. Here:is -ane of them
There is no doubt room for improvement
in our Militla System, and I believe it will
,be - improved by the present Government,
‘but I agyes. with you, that-a compulsory
system will not. work in this country~—we do
not need it, Increase the allowance fordrill
'pay, and require a higher grade of efficiency
{ for officers,and n goo-lf'orce ean be lzept up.”
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10e 12U dosy nol hold WavselfS vesponsible for
st Lividu-el ceprestivns of opineon (i communt-
autions ¢ Lleessed Lo the VorLuNTLERIEY TEW,

METRALLLL,

"

(LrrTir No. 5.)

Somewhat lator in tho month than usual:
1 havo just voad tho Canadian Monthly for
Februnry. Tho most valuable article init
is that on the '‘London and Canadian
Tress,” ‘I'his should bo read by every Cana
dinn, and ought {o bo talken to heart by
ovory Canadian editor espocially. Ata time
when the vulgasity, the unscrupulous falses
hood, and tho puriont sensationalism of
American nawspapers Wre making the P'ress
a byword of contemptuous disgust, and
when theroe is far too much tendency to imi.
tation, on this side the line. the truths coun-
ciatod in this paper are of inestimable valuo
if only they obtain a sufficiently extended
circuli tion.

T havo been startled ab tho length to
which somoe of my desullory communica.
tions have run, and fear I may havo ¢res-
passed Yoth on your space and on *ho pa.
tienco of your readers. Tho only plea for
tolerntion of them which I can raise, is the

_ gnrd all tho goose of his paity as swms, nor

Puccessary thereforo, ovon for commercial

desiro to set’ forth hero and there somo
truth which I take not to bo generally ap-
plehended or, out of love for Cnnnd'l, to,
keop in viow tho highost standard in somo !
point of national sentimont or manners.

With this view I will venturo to quotoa;
fow passsges from the articlo under con~l
sideration, t-usting that their value and;
suggestiveness may compensato for a Jittle
additional longth,

¢ The responsibility is groat. To use
power woll has' always been difficult, and it'
is morally certain that the Iress, unlessl
watched from within and withous, will abuse |
its functions.”

1t is incumbent on the people to influ-
enco the Press, by insisting that it shall ap
pesl to the best that is inthem. Aony.at
‘tompt to make capital out of their worat
passions should be frowned down, as we
should frown down a preacher who made
his pulpit & percls for unclean discourse.
The result of popular criticism in London
has been to give the peoplo a body of daily
literature which, while making them ac-
quainted with all that is transpiring around
them, informs and insteucts, toaching mean:
while, in no unworthy manner, the language
of Addison and Macaulay.

u Tho' every paper enrols itself under one
banner or the other, it is not pledged to ad
mire the gyrations of any party, nor to bo-
laud the antics of any leader or leading po-
litician, however low he may fall, or how
over unworthy .the sources of his inspiration.
1t belongs "to a cause, and not a party.

#The journalist in Tondon does not re

Tis VULJN'ILLR RL\’ILW

all the humple boes as Hyblman,

“ A nowspaper would not live a week in
London which ondorsed palpablj corrupt,
or outrageously bLlundoring condnet. It is

purposes, (hat indepondenco should bo
maintained,”

The abovo are nlmost vandom selections
from n text of equal valuo throughout.
‘I'ho details of journalism entored mto are
very interesting.  ‘Tho writer Jdoes not
ghirink from pointing out tho faults of the
Canadian Iress, justly taking thak of Lon.
don as the standard of comparison, ands
interspersed with not a little discrimunating
praise, occur, among others the following
animadvorsions.”

After saying—*To bo provincial and petty
seom to ba linked ns cause and effect, and
mental breadth and dignity donot long sur-
vivo tho discussion of the affairs of Little
Peddlington,  $9 we find scurrility, unfaiv-
ness, carclessness as to .fact and formn n
provincial journals in England as well ns
elsewhoro.” Mr. Davin ¢ deliberately’ assigus
tosuch papers as the Globe and Mail, a su
periority oyer tho best provincial papers in
Ingland. But then, as ho says, * Toronto
has many of the notes ol a capital about
HRY

Then speaking ol tho Canadian I’ress gen
crally—*Lhero is o tendency to personal-
ity, a want ol adequalo vespect for the
sacrednesas of private life" &e., “with o
! power like tho press having liberty to dog n
man throughont ali his relations, life would
: not be worth having.” *Wo havo seen things
recorded n  papers of all parties, which
could never havo been kunown had not the
oditor condescended to lakoﬁinlbrmahon
from some ‘Biilo' Lecp.)?” The writer
,sums up clearly and distinctly the plain
ruleg for comment on lhe canduct of public
men.

Altogether, 1t 15 & most mlumblo article,
and ought to be read by cvery one.

The rest of the number is not remarkable.
Wilkius Collins' short story finishes, and we
have the first instalment of a new novel
which secems to promise well,

Theroe is a critique from the contemporary
Review, of one of Onida’s novels ¢“I'ricolrin,”’
whichseems ratherlatoin thoday. The book
has been published some years,and Lsuppose,
wo have all formed our opinion of ¢ Onida'*
long ago, ‘The critiquo is, however, wholo*,
somo, and may guide to a correct apprecia §
tion of such writing somoe who might per.
haps be carried away by its meretricious
glare. If it wero n  thet Mr. FitzJames
Stephen's essay on * Parlinmentary Govern-
ment,’’ would appear o be published in lhc‘
Canadian with & view to elucidato its own
viows on the subject of parly government,
it might bo snid that there was a possibility
.of too much *Contemporary Reviews,’' and
too little ongmahty of contribution, and it,

is a singular piece of carclessnoss which ean

[Manen 10 1574,

ponmt 0 clnplcr of n qlory publxshcd in
tho January number, to toappoarin thnat
for Fobruary,

Thero is ono more pmper from (i ¥ Con
temporary' wisoly noticed by tho ** Cang-
dian"—that of Dr. Carpenter, on the Psye
chology of Beliaf, It may not boofa ch
racter nltogother satisfaclory to theso who
Leliove in plenary inspirdtion, but it would
bo unwiso out of defercnce o orthodoxy,.lo
bar the door to tho utlerances of scienco.

If there ho ono concamitant of Repulli
canism as developed in tho'Statos, whioh the
world will u few years hence leara to appre-

ciato at its incatimable, value, and to Lo

thankful for accordingly, it is the sesertion
of that perfectfreedom of individual thought
and action which has begotten a religious
cquality and tolorance, scireely as yet, un

derstoml in any other country, Yet su
prone is human nature to iutoleranca
nud bigotry, so delightful is it to the self.
dubbed social relormer,to ram his one ¢rale
idea, noleits volens down the throats of his
fellow ten, that ho eagerly scizes.tho op-
portunity affurded by any inflated and ex-
aggerated popular senliment to cnforco his
convictions on others, regadless alike of
decency and justice.  In this persceunting
spirit, as virulent now in tho servico of cint
as in tho « vs of Torguemada, tho women
of Ohio (lad..s—as the obsequous Yeess calls
thom—save the mark!) aro just now it ap-
pears violating d.corum, charity nnd justice,
in behalf of their “*totul abstinenco™ crochet,
and nt the expenso of men wiose capital has
boen invested in their liquorbusiness. The
Germans seem to bo the only ones who have
tho pluck to resist tho proceedings of these
viragos, whoso antics, il they were not so
miischovious, would only excito disgust and
ridicule,

Thero i3 v p \mbmph going tho rauuds of
thePress which, it is dificult to faney can
originate otherwise than in the brain of one
of thoso cads who think it a lino thing to fer.
ret out a scandal, be it ever sp smallor evon
a mooted question, if it scem to give pro-
mise of discord, in court circles, It issaid
that there is a question of precedenco at the
English court, as between the Duchess of
Edingburgh and the Princess Louise, and
that the Queen and tho Emporor tako tho
sides of thieir respeclive children. The
statement cannot but be absurd. The

. Grand Duchess, as tho only, and thereforo

! eldest duughtor of an Emperor, must cer.
tainly tako pracedencs of the youngest
daughter of a Queen, cven irrespective of
her being the wifo of the lagterPrincess’ eld-
er brother, the prmccss not gaining any sh-
tus by her own marringo.

Fraxo-TirCuR.

—

For the RELIEw.

The Volunteers of tii Frontier Brigade,
having had practical proof of tho value of
the weapon Government has placed in their
lmnds, and of the nccessity of being skilled




Maeen 10, 1373,

in ils use, aro doterminad to keep up their

peaclico in riflo shooting, and lo altain
greater proliciency than over as marksmen®

‘Tho success and efficloncy of the Riflo Asso
cinlion in the Brigade Division, Lestify to tho
excellent-spivit that exisls nmongst the of-
ficers nnd men of tho several corps, and to
the encouragement given them by their
friends outeide of tho Force. Twe of the
Associations hold their Annual Meotings
lately, they were well attended, and tl.e fin-
ancinl statements of both showed a halance
oun haned.  Tho first was tho IFrontier Riflo
Associafion held ut Franklin Centre, County
of Ihantingdon, on tho 10th Februavy. ‘The
Uflicers elecled for tho ensuing yoar wero—

Preside nl,— Licut. Colpnel Fletcher, C.M.
ti.; Vico Presidents,—Licutenant Colonels
Rogers aud Reidd; Majors MeNaughton and
MelFeer; Revds. Mr, Masson and Datterson ;
Mujors  Breadner and  Johwmson; Julus
Seriver, Bap, MLD., Mojor Saunders, M P10,
Sceretary-Treasure, Lt Col. MaBeheen, C.
M. 4i, Ormslown was selected as the place
fo tho uext annunad matchies to vo held in
the latter end of June. This Associalion

cotersupon its txelfth year with increased’

vigor, anrl goad prospects of a successful
prize wmeeting: .

Tho other,—the Distiict of Bedford Rifle
Asgociation, held its seventh annual meot:
ing at West Shefford, County of Sheflord, on
the 2Mth February, 1Tho oftice Loarers
elected were as ollows ;—

Patron—1on L. S Huntinglon, M. P, ;
Vico Datrons— L. Col. A, I¥ Foster, Seun-
atar 3 Hon Jadge Dunkino

President. —3Mujm

Field Battery

Autvranld,  Shefford

Vice Presidents,—It. Col. Miller, 79th
Batt. + Lient. Col, Mall, 520d Batt,; Lt.Col.
Jlowe, Guth, 8. H. C. Miner, Esq.; N. Pet-
tes, M. P.; W, Donalhwe, 1s5q., M. P.; I
Faster, Esj.; G. B. Buker, Esq.; W. WV,
Lynch, Fsq. 3. D. D.; Majors Manson.
a2nd, and Gilmounr, 6Jth ; RQr. Gibson, 60th;
De. [amilton, 52nd; Di. Brigham, 60th;
Major Cox, T9th; Capt. Asn Westover.

Secretary Troasurey—Tt.  Conl. Fletcher.

The several committees were uppointed
and it was decided to holid the next annual
malches nt Xnowlton. sometime in Septem:
ber. A good prize list was adopted., Seve-
ral special prizes were offercd, and the next
matches bid fair to be the best yet held by
the Association, .

Bnth of thesa Assogiations, 1ogether with
another in the Brigade, the “Richelien,’ af-
filaite with the Provincial.and the Dominion
Associations, and the metuhers feel it o pri-
vilego to bo nllowed tyda sy, The progeed.
ings of, and the work done by tho Domin-
ion and Provincial Asvaridions, mcets with
the hoarty approval .l wappart of the ofti-
cors andl tnetabierd of the Peoutier Drigade
Associations,  * Mny the shelaw of the
Dapiinion and Provineid nover grow less,”
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To the Fditor of the Vorustusn Luvirw,

Sz, ~As it seems to bo the genoral im.
presaion, that somo changes will bo male in
our existing Militia Lnaw, 1 will, with your
permussion, offer n fow remarks connectod
therowith,

1. Ido not thiuk tho present Militia or-
ganiztion a fuilue, when worked by compo-
tent oflicers, it only needs greater encournger
ment lo oflicers and men and a fow amentd
ments suggostol by expavience.

2 ‘[he primary objrotis L viiso tha men |
see no othermetiod,iwithoutinvolving great
er dilliculties,than volunlary enlistment. For
this le bo successful an increase of pty must
bo given to tho non-commisgioned oflicers
and men, The oflizers should at all tineg
when on duly, veceive thwér regular arny
pay and allowances, tho non commissioned
oflicers pay in proportion to their sank, and
tho rank and filo seventy-five cents n day,
antl rations. This T think woul:l ho success -
ful in fitliag up tho Corps Lo thoir full os-
tablishment.  Should it [l after two or
three yoats trinl, some other plwn must bo
adopted.

3, ‘Tho Annual Drill  to boe at Bt
talion or Brigade Camips for not less than
sixteen days in the untonth of June.

4.If tho forcais tobe maintained by volan,
tary enlistment, the present allowances to
commanding oflicers ol corps,must.certainly
not be lessened, but, if possible, incroased.
5. Nonae af the present allowances,for cllici-
ent Lands, and to aflilinted Riflo Associstions
must bo discontinued, s they hive lLean
most acceptablo to the fores.

6. ‘T'hera should be i pormanant S:aff ofli-

-cev to cach Regt., whether Adijt,, or Savgt..

Mojdr. Tho former [ should prefer. Who
should reside at laul Quarters, in charge
of all Battalion property. Make quarterly
nspoctions, (in additidn £ thase-of tha Bri
gade Major) of the.arms and armories of Lhe
goveral companies. aud report thereon,
should be present at oich company’s
target  practice as  musketry  in-
structor—and  gonerally  unler _the
orders of tho Licutenant Colonel—zttend
to all matters connected with the drill and
discipline of tha Regiment, reeeiving thave
for, a sufficient annuil allowan~o fro'u the
Government. These appoinbments might
be gradunlly fille:d, as thoroughly roliable,
zealous,and competent men could he frand,
or educated at the training s~hnols «3 pro
p-sed by Lt. Col. Fletchor.

7. T do net think in time of pesen, at all
events just now, any important changs need
Lo made in the present Staft of the Force—
possibly & Staff Officerat Hewl Quartorg, for
the Cavalry, and anothee for the Aritlory,
might bo advattageous.

8. I hoartily endorse Lt.Col. Fletoher's re
marks at p. 11,0f his pamphlet on thie present
system of promotion w the Active Militia,
-t is 2 wost sertous mistake, and ono: that
requires immediate :emedy."

Yours &2, N.
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2o the Blilor of the VOLUNTEER RuvigWw,

Sut,—~As our ¢ Militin System? scoms to
Lo agitating the minds of the Volunteersat
tho presont lime, it is to bo hiopod that tho
Governmont will give it their consideration
dutivg tho comiug Session. In tho ficst
place wo haye not got tho right sort of ofli
cers incommand by any means. I think
the Government would do wollto makoe every
man holding A commission altand a * Mili
tary Nchool” anl qualify himself for the

{ pasiti m o olds, and compel such partics

13 arn upwiltling to cowply, to relinguish
their commissions.  Chis is tho only safe
nnd sire way to bees ne efficiont,  If the of*
ficers aro inzpable, you must likowise
expeet thal the eaen areidem. I have seen
officer~ in comuurl of, Battalions and Com-
panies giving the * vosent” from tho * O
der,” and oa the man refusing to comply
they would beesmoindignant amd order the
mon an extry half  hours's drill, all on
account of their own ignorance. I can yene
turo (0 sy that wo have officers m com’
mand of Batlalions in New Brunswick that
could not put a compiny through tha ¢ Fir.
ing Exercise’” if they got tho City of “ Ot
tawa” for doing it. L don't mean to say
(Mv, Editor) that we have not got mon that
can do it, for wo certuinly have ihom in
abundance,’in the ranks, and out of it. But
you know that appointments go by favor
and not by merit, which 13, in a great men-
sure, the means of making tho servico so
unpopular.  Somo pooplo say what goal is
tho Military Sshual, 1 never sce any of tho
cidets" nppointed 1o a position in the Mit
litin ?

Whenever that question is put forward
(asn friend of tho Force)l make myself
'scarce, for it is the whole truth, and [ can't
stay, and consciculiously say nay.
‘ Bisatarck.,
Eaniskillen, Fob, 24, 1874, .,

To Couresroxpexts.—Wa are obliged to
postpouo tho commusitations of **'Uld Sol-
dier" till our next, owing to* the length of
¢ Centarion's'" letter, as wéll as soms odito-
rias and Review notices.

)
\Whilo weare hastoning to add iron shield

to our vast sea board wrorks at Gibraller
Portsmouth, and Plymouth, says thé Pqll
Mail Gazelle, the fivst use- of this new ma.
terial for fortiticalion made by the Germans
isat Metz. 1ltis Leing specially applied in
tho first place to the great St. Privat out-
work, a fort not in auy way connected with
the tield of Gravelotte, but traced out and
loft in a meraly inchoate state by the French
due south of the city. Hereit isintended
to uso iron plates for the' flanking battaries
which sweep the valleys of the Moselle and
Seilla, while Lwo iron turrets to tho rearara
to command tho approach te Fort St, Quen.
tin on. tho otier side_ of the former river.
‘Tho worle is on thoe principlo tested at Tegal
somo timo ago, whero singld shields, each
for one heavy gun, are alternated with high
earthen ramparts, so that & plate being
struck out of 1ts place will not atfect the use
of.tho work seriously. Itis proposed to ap-
piy this system hereafter to the protection
of tho mouths of the clief Germwn tidal
rivers,



T | PATIENCE.

Why aro wo so impatient of delay,
Longing torever for tho time to be?

For thus wo Hve to-morrow in to-day,
Yeu, sitd t0-1n0orroiw we may siever see

Wa are oo hasty ; are not reconclied
‘To 1ot kind nature do her worlc alone s
Wo plant our secd, and Itice o foolish enild,
Wo dig it uap to see i€ 1L hus growa,

The govd thatl §s Lo be woe covet now ;
We cannot wait for tho appolnted Livur,
Before tho fruft is ripo,we shake tho bough
Aad seize tho bud thut foldsaway theflawer,

when midnight darknessrelzns we do not see
‘it the sad night 1s mother of the morn;
We cannot think otrown sharp nivny
May he the birthi-pang of o joy unborn

Inlo tho dust we see our ldoly cast,

Anddery thatdeath hastrinmphed, e (s v ald?
e do not trust tho promtse, that the lart

Of all our enemites shiall by destruyed !

With rest simost 1 slght the spirit fatots,
Aad heart and flesh grow weary at tho last,

Or feet would walk the clty of the salnts,
Even peforo tho sfient gate 18 passed.

Teonch us to wait until Thou shall appear—

To kuow thatall Thy waysand timesare §net,
Thou seest that wo do bolleve and fear,

Lard, malko us 215010 bellove and trust,

*“I'HE ASHANTEE WAR.

THE LATEST CORRESIONDENCE,

Maxsy, Jan. 3.

News has just arrived that Ashantco
messengers havo arrived at the Prab, and
that Goneral Wolseley has refused to seo
them, saying that he will only treat with the
XKing.

1 forgot to say in my description of Dun-
quah that one of its curiosities is an eno:-
mous treo, sacred to somo god of the country.
This treo the Ashantees cut down in the
summer, when they destroyed tho village, 1n
order to show the Fantees that the Ashanteo
gods had conquered their gods. But when
the Africans not only subdue, but occupy, a
foreignland, they endeavour to make friends
with tho local deities, and for that purpose
eparo the lives of the fetishmen or priests.
In Xast Alrica, according to a Portugueso
travéller, Gamitto, {hio priests always ac-
company the natives in war, and lead them
in tho battlo'field; but tho warriors on
cither side never kill thoseholy men (except
by accident), for fear that the gods should
avenge their death, .

\When I camo near to Mansa 1 heard rifle
shols and tumultuous cries. and was inform-
ed by my interpreter that therc was “a
bLuast up in atree.”” Ialighted, and founda
crowd of about three hundred natives all
looking up at & brown animal, about the size
of a cat, which was Jying on a bough at the
top of a_gigantic iree. Ono of the natives
had an Eofield rifle, with which hio was shoot-
ing at the apimal. 1o did not put the stock
to bis shoulder, but put tho gunout atarm’s
length, and really it was wonderful what
zood shotls ho made. Howover, he could not
hit tho mark, and X {ook tho Bafield. Tho
first shot mado it stir,and its movements,
resembling thoso of the sloth, make me sup-
pose itis that animal called “ tho slow-going
lemur.” The second shot brought it down,
wherevpon the crowd broke out into loud
geclamations, and seemed as grateful asif 1
Inad killed a goat-catiog laopard or avepo-
mous goake. By country lax tho game be-
longs to the gun, not to the guoner, so I paid
1wo shillings for.thospecimen, and have pro
pared the skin for scientific perusal on my
return.

Mansuis the eapital of the Provinco Assin:
1t was destroyed by the Ashantces, and on
fis ruins Major Home, R.E., constructed o
foct. It 13 an important depot, being the
half-way stafion to the Prah.
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: Praust, Jou, 8,

I aviived at the banks of the Prah on Jan-
uary 5 \When [ first saw Prahsu (in tho
beginning of Dacember) all was wildernoss,

I'hirough tho depths of the forest rushed
o dark and troubled stream. A sombro
silence pros aled,  Dead bodies of Ashan~
tees lay by ti.o Liink of tho river, and camp
huts, thatched with withered leaves, filled
up the space where onco an Assin village
had Leen, Un the other side ciuld Le seen
the canves in which tho army had been for-
ried across ; thero camp hutshad been buily;
and thero alzo a multitude of vultures show:
ed that . orpsesstrowed tho water side. 1 he
Assin scouts who hal guided us to thiy
melancholy spot set fire to the camp; and
soon red flames, gleaming through clouds
of smole, heightened the senso of destruc-
tion and deosath already imparted to the
mind. -

But now the place bas been transformed.
Tho bush has been cleared over a 9ast area,
A town of bats has sprung up. More Euro-
pean gentlenien than usually inhabit Cupe
Coast Caslle are living at Pralisu, in cottages
made of the palm. Two hundred and fifty
seamen and marines are marched oyt overy
morning and e¢vening to work on the Ashan-
teo side, where tho bridgoe head is to be pro
tected by a clearing aod redan. Uundreds
of axo'men may be heard hewing down
trecs ; hundreds of fires arc consuming piles
of rubbish, or tho standing bush, now being
dried to tinder by the [Iarmattan wind from
the Sabara, Thero aro blacksmiths’ forges
aad carpenlers’ shops, Tho bridge was
mado, on American cribs, in two days by
Major Home, R.E., the Prah being at that
place sixty-threo yards wido and ten feet
deep, with a current of threo miles an hour.
But theriver looses strength and depth every
day, and, it iz supposed, will eoon bo forda-
ble. The natural beauties of tho sceno have
been enhanced by tho human cloment;
light and movement were required to set off
by contrast tho sublimo tranguillity of the
primoval forest covered banks, Alone in
the bush one isapt {o be oppressed by its
monotony and gloom; but now the lover
of Nature can obtain an axquisite delight
by leaving tho noisy camp and plunging
int}o an ocean of deep green shade and soli
tude.

As soon as lieneral Wolsceley arivcd at
the Prah an Ashanleo messenger wearing a
gold breast plate. The badgo of hisoflice,
and attended by ten persans, made his ap
pearance Ilo brought a letter from the
King, and wished to deliver 1t to the Gene:
ral himself, but was told that Sir Garnet
would only treat personally witls the King
Tho purport of the letter is knownj itis

written in quito tho Ashantec style. This

King, who is ltecping whito men in eaplivity,
declares that he "has no quarre! with tho
whito man, snd wishes to kaow why his
General was attacked at Fassowab. Some
allusion, I hear, was made to the unsuccess

ful nature of that attack, to the hammock
and stores which wero then captured by tho
Ashantees. As thoe whole of tho letter has
not been made public, it is probably defiant
orinsulting in its characler.  Sir Garnet, in
reply, sends his wultimalum—this is the
second ullimatum, and no doubt there twill
bo a third—and the messengers svere sent
backon the Gth. On the4th a strsnge inci
dent occurred. ‘The Gatling was fired be-
fore them, and onoof the King's peoplo ap-
parently took fright. Hedeclared the white
men intended to kill them. and thoagh
langhed at by his companions. persisted in
his fears. In tho middle of tho night a shot
alarmed tho camp, andit was found that

this'min had shot limscll upon his led,
pointing tho muazlo to his head nn i pulliug
tho triggor with kis toe. Tho M-ltwteesso-
ceived permission to bury him va their uwa
stdo of tho river, and carried Lho traly across
in a coffin of wickerwork. Ewch threw a
handful of carth upon the coflin as 1t was
loid in tho grave. Ons of them said wa
only cowards committed swcide; anl tuat
tho deceased was a cowar L. 1e wwust have
meant that only cowards commiitted suicide
from- fear of being killed ; for, as L have
mentioned in previous letters, swicido unde:
disgrace is accounted honourable in.Ashan-
tee, ns is shown by the proverb, * Denth s
better than shame.” &ir Juhn Lubbock i
ono of Lis excelleat works asserts that sasva:
ges do not commit suicide. Amung saviagos
of the lowest type, such as the Austrahans
and the Hottentots, itis possible that the
practice is unknown; but in West Afries,
and especially upon the Gold Uoast, it
common enough. Capitil execulion is some
times carried out by suictde, and women 1.
often hang themselves when barren or cross:
ed in love.

The terms which Sir Garuet offers or dic
tates to the King as tho price of pewce ino
not been mide knownjanl as | presume a
visil to Coomassie will bo oneof the conds
tions, it is not probable that the Xang and
his nobles will tame'y give 1, for they must
kaow that tha presenco of whils troops
Coomassie will for ever destroy the Ashantes
power by deatroying its prestige.  Something
also, I unagine, will be sud m tho matte
of gold dust; and tlus metal the Iings
not likely to makaover except it the list
extreraity.

Tho retu:n ns messenger «aw sometlung
on tho other sude of the tiver, which couli
not have afforded them muchi sausiaction,
They were marched over the nowly linishel
bridge, aud prosenily overtook the Naval
Brigade (commanded by Captain Bluke, It.
N.), which had beon marched oyer as a feint,
A o place called  Attobinssu,. they found
Major Russell, with moro than 500 men and
scveral European officers. They had made
a clearing aod were building huts  Tlus
march is a genuine affair. Major Rassell has
received orders to scout and survey up to
the Adansi Hills, tho frontier of Ashantco
proper.  Further on still, at Essiaman, a
villago inbabiled by Ashautees, they found
tuo natives driven out, and IL:cutenant
Lord Gifford and Lioutenant llart, witha
porty of scouts (picked men.) in possession.
Tho natives had fired upoa them, and
wounded one man. e was hit by fve slugs,
They killed an Ashantee in return and
captured two women, wamm they after-
wards set frce. As a woman harcabouts
will fetch as much as a cow, this style of

-making war must appeas very wasteful to the

natiyes.

Tho territory (about 40 miles broad) lying
bolween the Pral aad tho Adansi Hillgwas
formerly inhabited by the Assins, who wero
subjects of Ashantoe; but Leing oppressed
by theic Royal master, they migrated across
the Prab. The counlry is now but (hinly
peopled, and therefore itis probable that
tho road might bo extended, and that forts
fied posts might be established ball w.iy
from tife Prak to Coomassio without oppost
tion. But, unhappily, thero is an obstac.o
to onward movements of this kind. Tuec
Control has broken down. Therois a famiuo
of transport. Tho 1stand 2nd West Iadia
Regiments, and Colonel Wood's Rogiment
havo been converted iato carriers. The
Riflo Brigade has been brought 1o o haltat
Barraco, six miles from this camp. The 42ad
Regiment has been halted at Mansu. The

|
|
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23rd Regiment has been re.embarked. I ) EXPLOSIVES. about 75 per cent. of nitro-glycerine, and 25

hope and believe that these delays will not
culminate into disaster ; but they are already
100 serious to be passed-over without notice
and comment. [he all important question
of transport has been neglected from the
fiest. It was known that the Gold Coast had
o heasts of burden. that all food for the
army would have to be carried by natives,
fnd that these natives must also be fed
from their loads. ‘1t was known that they
were indolent and timid, equally prone to
*an away from danger and work. Is it not,
therefore, obvious that with the regiments
Which were held in readiness at home a sure
Weans of transport should have been also
Prepared, that the troops might always be
able to advance, and Coomassie carried by a
dash ?. The Gold Coast is an elephant coun-
try; elephants might have been imported.
ules and horses die on the Gold Coast, but
they would have lived long enough to carry
lany loads to the Prah. But in order to
Make success mathematically certain coolies
8hould have been supplied from our other
tropical possessions. *
This expedition is African travelling on a
rand scale, and every African traveller
Nows that transportis the problem which
ho has to solve. e avoids, if he can, em*
Dlo_ying the natives of the country through
Which he has to travel, as they cin always
Tun away. But it often happens thatu..ly the
Natives of the country can be obtained, He
len uses every precaution to keep them in
'8 service; he attends to their just com:
Plaints; he takes care that they are well
oused and fed; and, if he uses coerceive
Meagures, he takes care that they shall be of
%kind which will not merely irritite or
ighten, but which will be of a decisive
Character. Kroomen are the only good la:
urers upon the Coast, and it was ascertain-
I 20 early as October that Kro)men in
t’;l!‘ge numbers were not to be obtained. At
° @ same time, it had become evident that
ur native allies were worthless as fighting
en. It would have been in any casea
ofngptous ex Yeriment to trust the transport
thig expedition to Fantees; but, if it were
neelded not to apply for elephants, mules,
b::d ocoolies from abroad, and to have no
lh‘\rers but these timid and indolent people,
ﬁeen made with system and care. In tbe
n':’» place, however, the native allies were
L disarmed and cenverted into carriers
®arly 50 soon us they should have been At
" !me when bearers wers urgently nceded I
b, thousands of Denkeras lying on their
"he 8 in a camp beyon | Mansu. Secondly,
do:n.these people w:ve disarmed, it was
Ch 9 1n a loose and sluvenly manner. The
s &f8 are not summoned to a Durbar; no
tho, lal arrangements wero made. They
f\)rum have been promised a liveral bounty
e 1 the men that carried loads, and
:*Cﬂ;l‘led with a fine for those that ran
l’uni. Uhe men themselves should have been
'egulm Mlly paid and properly Ted, and also
been arly organized, Something of this has
eginy one since the arrival of the European
rri ents; but that was rather_late, and
tim, T8 still run away in crowds. Itissome-
on 9: Maintained that they do not run away
they poutb Of real grievances, but because
it no, Te afrail to cross the Prah. Well, has
Treng alw.ys been known Lhat these people
i the very name ol Ashantee? Could
nog

~ tup bave Leen foreseen th t they would

AWAy if they could ?

W()lsee?em hopefal, howover, that Sir Garneb
Owep g PO 1088 that fertility of resource and
:lwa,, ‘mn;"‘:ugmg obstacles which will
Vergi ‘and mo >
riights ynd erronj‘e than aton », for past

-

® experimeat should, at all events, have |

land the result is a plasti

It is now some tims since we directed the
attention of our professional readers to this
suhject, although in our frequent remarks
on torpedoos we have incidentally touched
upon the various explosive compounds used
in the conatruction of those terrible instru-
ments of modern warfare. In our present
remarks we simply wish o bring before our
readers what has been accomplished, in im-
proving, if not perfecting the now well
known explosives, as an introduction to the
recent interesting experiments made in the
Austrian Service with dynamite.

It is comparatively of but recent date that
gunpowder has ceased to occupy its former
exclusive position as as an explosive agent,
Gun-cotton, one of its earliest rivals, has for
some years competed with itas an explosive,
but owing to the delicacy with which it was
necessary to handle this compound it has
never seriously jeopardised the status of
gunpowder. Indeed, in ordinary warfare
the latter has always been able to heid its
own. Thanks, however. to.the improve-
ments effocted in modern science we have
at last succeeded in rendering gun cotton
far more serviceable. As many of our
readers aro no doubt aware, this latter ex-
plosivo is manufactured by steeping cotton
wool or fibre in a mixture of nitric and sul*
phuric acids. 'This does not effect the cot-
tou in appearance, but its qualities are
altered inother respects, for we find the same
quality of cotton is considerably increased in
weight, caused in great measure by the cot’
ton parting with a quantity of water and
absorbing in its place the elements of nitric
acid. In this manner the cotton becomes
impregnated with a large amount of oxygen,
which, on the application of heat, is ready to
form gaseous compounds with the carbon
already existing in the colton. Under the
Able process the explosive substance thus
formed possesses three characteristies ren.
dering it peculiarly fitted for military en-
gineering operations. In the first place we
find that cotton thus prepared, when in a
wet condition, is non'explosive; secondly,
this samejwet or moistened gun-cotton is ren-
dered immediately and powerfully explo-
sive by the defonation of a small portion of
dry cotton in contact with the wet; thirdly,
it may be brought under fire without fear of
accidental explosion. We shall, no doubt,
hear shortly of its effect in actual warfare,
as we learn the Ashantee expedition issup.
plied with this explosive, to bo used in
conunection with military engineering ser-
vices. .

We nexl come Lo nitro-glycerine, an ex-
plosive oil somewhat analogous to gun-cot:
ton. This compound is prodanced by the
action of nitric and sulphuric acids on
glycerine, The chief drawback in this sub:
stance, is its extremely treacherous nature.
M. Noble in his valuable researches and ex:
periments, in endeavouring to obviate this
serious drawback, discovered the important
fact that its explosive power was-not reduced,
but increased by mixing liguids with solid
substances in: themselves thoroughly inno-
cuous. This led to the production of the
next explosive we propose considering, viz.,
dynamite, which quite turns the tables, as
we find it one of the safest at the same time
most powerful and convenient explosives
applicable either to industrial or ‘military
purposes. Dynamite, we learn, from good
authority, is made by mixing nitro-glycerine
with a porous earth, known in German as
¢ Kieselgilhr.”” ¢ The earth absorbs the oil,
putty-like sub-
stance of & brick dust colour, containing

er cent. of absorbent earth.” The British

ynamite Company. occupying extensive
works at Ardeer, near Glasgow, are the
manufacturers of this preparation in this
country. They make two descriptions. No,
1, the ordinary * Kieselgihr' article, which,
as we have stated, contains dbout 75 per
cent. of nitro'glycerine; and a cheaper
quality No. 2, containing about 20 per cent.
of nitro-glycarine mixed with nitrate of
potash and powdered charcoal. We next .
come to lithofracteur, which is practically
dynamite under another name, being com-
pounded of nitro-glycerine, saqd, earth,.
powdered coal, sulphur, sawdust, and njtrate
of soda, or nitrate of barita, _Another ex-
plosive compound, which, however, has
never been brought into gengral use, is one
that was brought under ou{ﬂxotice some,

years since, and which at first attracted con*

siderable attention in scientific circles. The
chief characteristic—so far ‘as we qnuld
judge, for the matter was kept a strict secret
—was the safety with which it comld be
manipulated, owing to the fact of its being
manufactured in separate parts, which were
only united st the ‘moment when reguired
for use.
arts united, it formed a powerful explosive.
t was tried in blasting rocks, and for other
purposes in which gun-cotton and other

¢

Separate, it was non explosive ; its, . .

similar materials were in use, and with fair. .

success. But in further experiments it did.
not seem to offer sufficient guarantees for
its success—at least, such as would justify
the formation of & company that was ready
to undertake its production had it been
more satisfactory in its results. :

On a fature oceasion we propose bringing .

before our readers soms most interesting:
details relative to the recent Ausirian ex-
periments. .

TORPEDO ACCIDENT.

During the progress of some experiments
with Whitehead's fish torpedo at $he Royal
Arsenal, Woolwich, on Saturday morning
last, & sad accident ocourred which caused
the death of one man and inflicted serious,
if not fatal, injuries on four others. The
experimenjs were being made on the banks

of the canalin the Royal Avsenal, having -

been commenced on Thursday last, and it
appears that one of these torpedoes was
being prepared for lowering into the water:
on a trollie or truck in the shed eonstruc-
ted over the, canal for the purpose, when
saddenly the air vessel at the end of the-
machine gave way with a loud report, some*
thing like the discharge of a gun, The tor-
pedo, which is about 8ft. long and made of
steel, was completely shattered. The lar-
gost portion of the torpedo remained:in the
shed, together with most of'the ler
pieces, but the end piece, which contsitred
the motive power, about 3ft. in length, was

blown a distance of forty-three yards Wto & . -

the timber field adjoining, . At the. timeyFl:

et
¥

the accident there were nine men ol -
at the eanal” upon these experiments, which -

were under the direction of Mr, Thomas E.

Miller, chief enginger, Royal Navy, a mem-

ber of the torpedo committee.
the shed at the time,

He was in

Edward Baker,.who’

i

was' killed on the spot, was engaged turning ° - ‘

the handle of the screw propeller, while
William Fishenden was occupied in oiling the .
machine according to the orders -of Mr.
Miller, who was standing next him. The
other men were in various parts of the shed.
Fishenden is the most injured of all the sur--
vivors, and how Mr, Miller escaped unharm-
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od is amystery ; thres others weio mara or
less mjured.  “The poor fellow wwho was killed
was blown out inte the - -uf, his loft leg
being tora off and carticd b, part of the tor
Tedo into the Royal Cami go Department
timber feld, a distance of about fifty yards.
The torpedo had on Friday last been dis-
charged three times in the canal with a
pressuro in tho air chamber of 100V1L. on
the square inch, the samo as it was charged
with at the time of the accident. ‘The whole
which are supplied by contract, ave construc-
ted of tho best material, and no means are
neglected to teat them [ully before being
used, the conjractar betng Lound to submit
each one to a tes: of 11001b. to the square
inch, which on being recoived at the Royal
Laboratory Depar*ment of the Royal Arsenal
is further increaseu to 12001b to the inch.
Tho tests aro applied by water instead of xir,
so that in casd the machine should give way
the explosion swould pass harmless, The
accident is believed to have been cavsed by
some flawv in the construction of the case,
which had up to the present trial been able
to withstand the great pressure brought to
bear upon it, but after each dischargo be
camo weaker, ungil it at length gavoe way.
Another supposition is that after being dis-
charged in its course along the caual it
might have como in cortact with a bulk of
timber or some other wvbstacle, and so re-
ceived somo injury which caused the acci-
dont. S»on nﬁ)er tho accident Colonel Mil-
ward C.D., Royal Artillery, thé superinten®
dent of the Royal Laboratory Deparlment,
and othor officials, were on the spot, and the
injured raen wore conveyed without loss of
timo to the Royal Arsenal Infirmary, whero
on their arrival ample urrangements hiad

been made by Surgeon-Major W. P. Ward "

and Surgeon Maunsell, of tho Royal Arsenal,
and Mr, Graydon, the dispenser, to mitigate
a3 faras possible the sufferings of the men.
The arrangements made for prompt atten-
tion to the sufferers ware perfect, but such
accidents as these, whick occasionally occur
in an ecstablishment of such magnitude as
the Royal Arsenal, prove the necessity for
Lotler accommodation being provided for
their comfort, tho building used as the ward
being far toe small for the reception of such
a sudden influx of patients at one time. in
order to find suificient beds for them, Mr.
Inspector Dodsworth, of tho Royal Arsenal
I'olice, who ashourt time since met waha
severe accident at the Rogal Arsenal railway
atation, hiad to Lo removed to bis own resie
dence. Informatian has been forwarded to
tho corner i order"that an mguiry may be
made into the affair  rho bwilding n which
the accidant occurred was uch damaged,
the roof being partly destroyed and part of
tho sides blown out; the traclk on which
“tho torpedo 1ested, whicli “was conslructed
m the most substantial manner. \ras broken,
tho stout blofks on exch sido Leing wrenchi-
cd off the framo of the truck. The fish to--
pedo is about 1Sin. in diametarat tho contre,
and tapers ¢ff 103 point at each end ; at the
tall end thera s a three bladed -screw pro-
poller, worked by an engine insida the body,
and a four bladed yudder to steer itin the
direclion it is intendod tn go. It is, sofar
asit is known, coostracled in threo parts;
the head contains tho rocket, which, being
charged with gun-colton when required for
actual service, is fired by concussion with
tho enemy’s ship, and intended to blow up
thovessol.  Tho {ail end is a chamber which
holds tho comprossed air to work tho engine,
and in the middlo porlion is placed ths
enging, with 2 pair of eylinders. Theéy aro
intended to bo dircharged from a tuboin
the Lows of 2 ship, butat the canal i the

li‘nyl Arsenal tho (u.b

eisfixod in a frame,
Ly which 1t is lowered about five fect under
water, with the torpedo inside. Tho torpedo
is thea cxpelled by meauns of a piston, and
as it passes out of tho tube a tripper
catching against a slud puts’ in action the
propelling power, When discharged the
torpedoes, generally speaking, go straight to
ko mark intended to be struck at a spoed
of about ten miles an hour.

DOMINION OF CANADA.

VILITIA GENERAT, ORDERS.

——

HEAD QUARTERS,
Oltaiea, 6th March, 1874,

aLseRuORoes (9).
No. 1.

ACTIVE MILITIA.

Senonts or GuNseRry.

Adverling to Nos. S and 9 of General Op
ders (24)20th October, 1871, officers and non-
comnissioned officerswho have beenselected
for an additional nine onths or * Long
Course™ of instruction, after having com-
pleted their three months or ¥ Short Cozurse™?
of instruction, and obtained First or Sccond
Class * Short Courso'” Guaunery Certificates,
will Le entitled io Certificates having a
higher qualification designated First and
Second Class + Long Course’ Gunnery Cerl1-
ficales, on the completion of their * Long
Course,” aud pyovided they are f~unad
qualiied wi the addsuonal sulyects oanstiuc:
tion. .

The words ~Lmg Course” or *Short
Course," .5 tha case aay b, will, in future,
be walten or panted canspcuously on tho
faco 2wl carlorsament of all cortificates is-
sucd.

——

TROVINCE OF ONXTARIO,

Fira “Feonlcaac™ Balfalion of Jafualin.
Nou T Comprray,  Hagowsunta.
To Lo Caplamn :
Easign  Allen
Joyuer.

¢larscallen, M. S, vico

PROVINCE OF QUEBEL.
CI Batey 5 Aoiilay and Sdoul of Gun

oy, Qucbee.

S——

{ Manen 10, 1874
- k- 2 ela e -
doing duly as Masler Gunner, at the
School of Gunnery, Quebec, is entitled to
senjority in position aud takes rauk be-
foin all the uon commissipned officers on
the cstablishment of, or atlached to, the

school.

PROVINCE OF NOVA SCuTLA.

T8¢k« Colchester andlants™ or “Iiyhlnders”
Bualtalion of I:g/imh-y.
No. 1 Company Truro.

A Comipany of Iufantry is hereby autlo:-
ized at Truro, in the County of Colchester,
to be No I Company, 1Sth Battalion,
to replace the former No. 1 Company,
Truro:

To be Captain, provisionally 2

, Henry Taylor Lawrence, Esquire.
‘To be Licutenant, provisionally :
Edmund Alexanor: Cock, gentlemen.

o

To he Ensign, provisionally:
Willinm Barton Wilson, gentlemen,
CoNFIRNATION OF Jlang.

Majer William Binghan:, commanding the
Yicloria Provisional Batlalion of Infantry,
having served as 2 non commissiongi oflicer
in Her Majesty’s Regular Army, is heiehy
confirmed in his rank from dute of promn.
tion : 15 Qetober 1871,

By Command of s Exesllency the
Goverts v Generals
WALKER PPOW LLL,

Acting Adjt. vieaeral of Miitsa,
Canada.

1 ;-"(1! ol

- - st

The Geunan puk of sidge atillery will ace
cording to the ncw regulations, consist of
400 picces cf ordnance, nanely, 40 Lronz:
9 centimelre guns, 120 bronze 12 centime
tre guns, (20 shert cast steel 15 centimetro
guts, 10 long 15-centuuetre guns of cast
steel with forged iron hoops, 40 bronze rifled
Al-centitmetre  mortars, and 40 brogse
smootihibore 13-centinetro morlars. It is
expecled o Lo completo as early as next
March A numbor of short 21-centimetie
guns and 25-centinetro hooped mortars will
bo added shorlly. The species of cannon
upon which most relianco is placed is the
15-centimetro gun, a new type of ordnance
whichis supposed to hio uncqualled in true:
ness of aim and for firing breaches, Tor
this reason thie number of such pieces in tho
sicgo park will doubtless bostill further aug.
menled. Tho fact that thislhias not yet
been done is accounted for by the vequire.
ments of tho same arm for defensive purpo.
scs at fortified places.

Licut. Goeernor Archibald on the 5th pro
sonted Capt. John Cook, of the brnigantino
Anue Drown, of Wolfeville, N. S with a
dhronometer, awarded Ly thg President of
the United States for his humane services in
saving the tho shipwrecked crew ofschooner

Master tvanner J. B, Danaldeon, R, A,

Racenscraiy at sea:




