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OPENING AND CLOSING SERVICE FOR SECOND QUARTER.

| Supt. And the light shineth in darkness;

g s d the dark hended it not.
" | and the unmﬂomprﬂeﬂ 1t n
1. Bepeantve Sestunees, . | " School. That was the true Light, which
Supt. In the beginning was the Word, and the | 1, },¢eth every man that cometh into the world,
Word was with God, and the W ord was God. Supé, As many as received him, to them gave

school. The same was in the beginning with | o power to become the sons of God.
supt. All things were made by him; and | .n};czruei;m?:y?l:ﬂ%ﬁ&mm' bt groon
without him was not any thing made that was 4
made. 111. Singing.
School. In him was life ; and the life was the 1V. Prayer.
light of men. V. Scripture Lesson.
.

LESSON SERVICE.

L Class Study of the Lesson. IV. Review and Application of the Lesson,
I1. Singing Lesson Hymn. by Pastor or Superintendent.

111, Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out- V. The Supplemental Lesson.
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the school in V1. Announcements (especially of the Church
service, and week-evening prayer-meeting).

concert.
CLUGSING SERVICE.
1. Singing.  the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
I1. Responsive Sentences from all sin,
s, BNOKRSK v School. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable

Supt. 1f we walk in the light, as he is in the gift.
light, we have fellowship one with another, and 111. Dismission.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker | right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His | thence He shall come to Judge the quick and
only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the ' the dead.

Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, sutfered 1 believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Cath-
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and | olic Church; the communion of saints ;
buried ; the third day He rose from the dead ; | forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the | body ; and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.

I ‘l :ltrmg:r 'I‘:.rti i;uv;itlﬁin thy g;m: Fm;h in six
I be 4 ays the e heaven and earth, the sea,
Thou shalt have no other gods before me. | ag® et in them ia, and rested oigiesdion)

1. day : wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven day, and hallowed it.
il:nnge. o‘i:o any likel::eu of any thing htb“ is ;.n v.

eaven above, or that is in the eartl eneath, .
or that is in the water under the earth: Thou thHg:ozrm:hyb:l‘zher m: :ll:‘oylm%d::;l. h‘hth.:
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve Lo’; d tﬁ (,o{‘ 'vatl:xgt‘llng: " -
them: for I the Lord thy Ged am a jealous o 10N 4

God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon VL
the children unto the third and fourth gencra- | - Thou shalt not kill,
tion of them that hate me ; And showing mercy

VIL

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

unto thousands of them that love me, and keep
my commandments. \
|

1. vIIL
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord “Thou shalt not steal.
thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. g
| Thou shalt not bear false witness against
v, | thy neighbour.
X.

Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. |
Six days shalt thou labour and do all 'iwork ;| Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house,
But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor
thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, 1[ his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, | ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 'neighbour’s.
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The Easter Voice.

TuE Grave was, voiceless once !
A black, insatiate depth, unlit by sun,
Into which fell and vanisked, soon or late,
The brave, the wise, the lovely, one by one
Caught in the grasp of a resistless fate;
Borne where reply, return and hope were none,

The Grave was voiceless once !
Strong men stood helpless, saw their loved.
ones go,
And rent the air with wild and fruitless
cries:
Only the echoes answered to their woe,
Iron seemed the earth, and brass the shining
skies,
Deaf to their struggles and their agonies,

The Grave was voiceless once !
But since the Lord arose from deathly strife,
And conquered Death, it speaks and sweetly
sings:
‘1 am the Resurrection, and I the Life,
Dust unto dust; but dust with hope is rife,
There is a second birth for buried things.”

The Grave was voiceless once
O Christ! who, after three days spurned the
grave,
Who art the very Life of Life, indeed ;
We stay us on Thy promise, and are brave,
Although our hearts are dumb with pain and
bleed,
We know that Thou art true and surong to
save,

The Grave was voiceless once !
But, listening now where frenzied hearts of
yore .

APRIL, 1888,

Listened, we catch from the dark depth
beneath,
Sweeter than voice of larks which sing and
- soar,
“Weep not, beloved, I have vanquished
death,
And those who live in Me shall die no more.
~SUSAN CoOLIDGE, in Independent.

A Crowded Number,

Tur Sunpay ScrooL BANNER was never
during its history so ‘crowded as it is this
month. We are giving more copious and com.
plete Lesson Notes than ever before, and when,
a8 in April, five Sundays are included in the
month, almost everything but the Lesson Notes
must be crowded oui, even the frontispiece
picture, and its place given to those valuable
notes. This loss has its compensations ; for we
are sure that our readers desire nothing so
much as the greatest amount of light from aul
sources that can be thrown upon a sacred page.

—— D - e

Tue oldest Protestart church edifice in
America is described in the February American
Magazine, as well as the earliest steam railway.

Tue question whether the wheat of Manitoba
can be transported through Hudson’s Bay direct
to Liverpool is of serious moment to Canada.
On this subject, in the American Magazine for
February, J. Macdonald Oxley throws what-
ever light recent exploring expeditions can
afford, aided by illustrations and details of
existence in a region where mercury freezes
solid,
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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

A.D, 30,
Matt. 22

-14, ( Commit tomemory verses 11-14.]
WNG'S 1 And Jesus answered and spake
unto them again by parables, and

said,
2 The kingdom of heaven is like
unto & certain king, which made a
marr| for hisson. &
3 And sent forth his servants to
\ call them that were bidden to the
e =8 wedding : and they would not come.
4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell
them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my
dinner: my oxen and my fatlings we killed, and ail
this are ready : come unto the marriage.
5 Rut they made light of i/, and went their ways,one
his farm, another 1o his merchandise ;
6 And the remnani took his servants, and entreated
then spitefully, slew themn.
¥ But when the king heard ¢herenf, he was wroth :
and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those mur-
derers, and burned up their city.
& Then salth he to his servants, The wedding Is ready.
but they which were bidden were not worthy.
9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as
ye shall "nd, bid to the marriage.
10 S0 those servants weut out into the highways, and
gathered together all as many as they found, both bad
and good : and the wedding was furnished with guests.

General
A parable somewhat similar to this had been given
by Jesus & few months earlier, during his ministry in

LESSON 1. THE MARRIAGE FEAST.

[April 1.
11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he
saw there a man which had noton « wedding garment:
12 Znd he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou
in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was

lWles!,

13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand
and foot, and take him away, and cast Zim into outer
darkness; there shall be weeping «iM gnashing of

teeth.
14 For many are called, but few are chosen.

Statement.

pany invited by a king to a marriage feast, and scorn-
ing the summons. With the tongue of a prophet he
1 the i ding destruction of their city us the

Peren, It was like this parable in its inning, but
unlike it in its ending, and may be fonnd in Luke 14. 1-
24, This was delivered in one of the courts of the tem-
ple, on Tuesduy in passion week, the lastduy of the Sav-
iour's public tenching, It was delivered before an
audience of xcribes and Pharisees who had already de-
creed his death, and had burgnined with the traitor for
his betrayal. Yet the Teacher does not hesitate in his
utterunce nor lower his cinim to be reverenced as the
Son of God. lle pictures,the Jewish people us & com-

result of their rejection of himself and his messengers.
And he depicts in no less graphic langunge the doom of
the hypocritical or deluded professorof religion, in the
sudiden judgment which befell the man who appeared at
the wedding feast without weuring the wedding gar-
ment. So, alike for neglecters, for opposers, for per-
secutors, and for pretenders, this last public parable of
Christ has a solemn warning.

Kxpianatory and Practical Notes.

Verses 1, 2, Jesus anawerel, Tlo answerad gl:l'la‘. |
! rLoen e I of his
w. The hext defini-

the )
bearers in the temple. By p

veiling a spiritunl truth under y , for nr
pose of convey ng it to minds reluctant or indifferent.”
The kingdom of he . God's vealings with men,
especially tho<: hav rofeence to redemption. s
like. Notice that t eat Te cher constuntly finls
parallels to the spiritual world in the natural.

certain king. Thi< king is God lameelf. the only reul
monareh of ths universe. (1) God rei L the earth
rejrice/ Made a marriage. Rev. V. e
feast,” Representing the tend 1 elie relation
which the Son of God h lds toward hi- Chareh on
eiwrth, his glovions Bride, and the jov attending it.
@ May we belong to that trus Church which ix the
Lumb's wife! See Rev, 21, 9. For won. Our Sv-
four, who, as the founder o' his Churel Iling it into
union with himself, is the heavenly Bridegroom.

3. Sent forth his serv, The prophets, the
apostles, and ull who weliy e mes<age of Gd to
men. Fo call them. Tn the Evst thy invitation to a
feast is given twice, first to inform the. vnests. and then
to notify them when the entertaient i rewly.
Them that were bidden, In the interpretation. this
represents the Jewish nation, who as G «I'< cho<en o-
pl» recrived the first call of the Gospel, They w
not come. As hy their comi « thev wonld <hio v
alty, 80 by their neglect and rejection they pre
themeelves traitors to their King, (D Every
who fuils lo come is guilly uf dis oyulty to God.

r on the day of Pentecost, Stephen. and
ave prepared my dinner, Notice that the
all 8 more direct and nrgent than the first,
My fatlings are killed, Ts there o figneative allnsion
here to the blood of the cross, since the Gosnel feast
was not full until Christ's blood was shed? Come
unto the nge. So God ealls still throngh his
me-sengers, inviting men to partake in the joys of the
Gospel. (4) Murk the long-suffering grace of God !

8. They made light of It, Literally, * they caring
not." This verse pepre<ents the atti nde not only of
the mass of the Jews, but, ina larger internvetation. of
the mass of the world, to the Gos<pel eall. They do
not opnose nor rejest, thev simnly do not care. One
to his farm, another to his merchandise. Here ure
two ges of the carveless. unthinking maltitude; one
enjoving the good things of this life, the other seeking
ufter them. (5) How much men lowe who nealect God's
call for the enjoyments and aims of th- rorld !

6. The remnant, Rev. Ver., ‘“the rest." Prims.
rily, the rulers of the J ws. but also the opnoser< and
ser-ecntors of Christ in every age. Touk his servants,
Rev, Ver,, “Iaid hold on his servants, and entreated
them shamefully.” So enffered Stenhen, the two
Jameses, Panul. and manv others of the early workers for
Jesu«; g0, too, have suffered martyrs for the Gospel in
many nges, Tlere the paruble looks beyond the time
in which Je«ns lived,

7. When the king heard thereof., (6) And whatis
therein the universs orin the anerof which our King does
not hg P Me wne wroth, 13 not an imme fve
Brahma, » * King Log."” withont feeling. He is stirred

4. Sent forth other wervants,  Perhaps refarring to
the preachers of the Gospel ufter the ascension of

with a righteons indignation against wickedness
nothing like passion or

f | (which, however, has in it
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malice), and nothing excites God's just wrath more guests. Rev, Ver,, “to behold,” which 1s a umwr
I'] o his servants or to his cause. word, expressing a close inspection, (9) Ilnrrizy priv.
8. Referring here to the Romans, ilege of saints, to meet theiy King at the heaven, ly feast }
who forty years afterward were the unconscious exe- | A man which had net on o wedding garment, At
cutioners of God's wrath upon Jerusalem und the Jewish | Orjental feasts cach guest wears a robe or a scarf,
ple. Burned ir eity. In the year 70 A. D, | which is presented to him as he enters, Not to put it
erusalem, where t| parable was delivered, was ut- on would be an insult to the host. The wedding gar-
terly destroyed, and more than a million of Jews were | ment is the righteousness ard holiness whicl) every
sluin or soid into slavery, true bellever in Christ obtains, not ours by nature, but
ik o e s 10 Crpet e ot | ot [0 i o o o
m";‘{:‘) "'\': '}:r:m:g‘s‘::&;cﬁr“;."“ﬂ:lm:"‘lm 'i‘,’ In character a disciple of Jesus. (10) 2ow shiil e en-
the Jews had '.;'(‘epu?d] Ch'ln: ';Ie vaould"llu! .‘l.lw b«;u dure the eyes of the King when we stand before him p
proclajmed as the Saviour of the Gentiles. Ve weds 12. Friend. Ruther. *companion.” It is the same
ding Is ready. The wedding feast is still ready for | wopi e loyed by Jesus when addres-ing Judas at the

lests, untll the Judgment-day shall end the invitation, ireuson. Mutt 26, 50, How camenst in hither?
'hey which were bidden were not worthy. For Words which imply that the luck of u tble uttire v., §
Whosoever rejocts God's call shows bimself to be un- cither from eulpuble negleet or from intentionul con-
worthy of it. tempt for his king. (1) ©* White we are to come lo (hyist

9. Go yetherefore, 8o Christ id afterward ** Go," | 7% w# are, we are not la‘r(mninlu we were," He was
in Matt, yﬂi. 19, Into the |-|‘“u.y.? Rev. ve,'-_' speechless. Literally, * he was muzzled, or gagged; *
* unto the partings of the highways ; " the nter ections | i month was stopped; there was nothing to wny. (12]
of e strcets, where their voice would reach many | AmY 4o talk implously about Go now will be hu
people. An many as ye shall find, Now the Invita- | &hen they sce him in judgment,
tondstoull; none are 100 poor or too low to be shut 13. To the servants. The word here is not that

¥ b
X:l‘(ll‘/ﬁ,;nnm:l’m:y l:”'”‘“d#‘) We may bid men to God, used in verse 3. Here it means those who execute the

will of the ruler. (18) God hos en as mesengers of
10. Gathered together all. Referring to the | merey, and angels as executioners of wrath. Bind
preaching of the Gospel to every nation and every | hand and foot. Jie Who refuses 1o wear the robe of
class, th bad and good. Perhaps a reference to | Chrietian shall be compelled to wear the livery of
{he Church on earth, in which are many who still re. | criminal. Ou r ness. In the yaruble, outs,
main unchanged; though it may refer (o the original | the doors of the paluce und in the darkness of the nigh
<ondition of the guests ; some were bad origing 1y, but | interpreted to mean the dismal #late of the los
became good when they put on the garment of the feast. Weeping and gnashing. We know not what woes
Furnistied with guests,  (8) There are mo cacunt | nre here dimly described, but certainly these words are
(Aromes in hieaven, and no emply seuts at the bunguet of | not without meuning.
8s Lam, 14. Many are called. The whole worll, Jews
11. When the king came In, At royal feasts, the | first. Gentiles afterward, Few arechosen. A hint that
Kking does not make his appearance until the Rugsts are | 1he propertion of the finally suved may not Le lurge.
assembled. Here the parable, as says Whedon, * at one ! Four clusses of peaple in the parable are lost, one only
spring brings us to the Judgment day.” 'T'o see the | ure suved. (14) May we be in that happy number /

HOME READINGS, ' 2. The Guests,
M. The marriuge fenst. Mutt, 22 1-14, \lﬂ"lm'( reaxon does the king give for the Inck of guests
isdof ov. 8. 1-1 at his fenst?
{O"‘ ::::::mglr: g; l:;:du"ﬁevpn’v' Py What menns were tiken to provide guestsy
Th. The wedding garment ‘Phil. 8, 7-14. Wit is meant by the gathering of ** had und good"
F. (Good Fyida % Heb. 10, 1-10, k Of what ix this clugs of guests y prophecy®
8 (The bur’lulay"c’hrlu!i Matt \v\’uulnl‘n Plarisee undersiand the meaning of this
8 . S ol ! language?
8. (Baster Sunday.) " Acte 2. %- What only Prepuration was expected of the guests?y
GOLDEN TEXT. 3. The Garment,

What evident custom wae alluded to in ver, 11%

Bieased are thev which are enlled unto the mar. How was the guest to obtain u wedding garmenty
wlage supper of the Lamb. Rev. 19, 9. What wie perliaps meant by the wedding garment in
this parable?
LESSON MYMNS, I\th"nlld the lack of it show in regard to the man
" himself?
No. 208, Dominfon Hymnal, y What did the king's question show concerning his at-
There is a glorious world of lighs, titnde toward his gyests*
Above the starry sky. What is the spplication of the puarablet
No. 213, Dominion Hymnal, Practieal Teachings,
Around the throne of God in heaven, of God provides the best things possible
Thousands of childien stand for n« I
‘The love of God culls us over and over nguin to come,
No. 214, Dominisn Hymual, ru;lnllI'lhino are n;nld\-. 1
nt his gry and love compel no one to come,
u'l:',“":‘u‘::;J:ﬂ":;::ﬁ::h:fn'“m Here is u propl eey of (he wiath of God nguinst gin,
y 'The Scriptures surely teach this doctrive, Do Yyou be-
ME, .o 3 ieve ity
;l‘:r u':':“r-v"'m . 1 Tave yon secented the invitations
RULERS.—Sane ae in lessons of last quarter, which f Tow wide is God's grnce! Tt tukes in the world,
see. No wedding l"m‘nwinl_ Tlh(."l"rlll‘l possible m' be in
Su L~ God | the eompany of the redeemed und » e unsuved,
DocTriNAL SueeEsTION.—The grace of Go B L “{". i "n: 'l‘rvpml'ﬂl, d"' “;‘“ peic A
S . Are yon yrerared® Speechless ; ound & tuken away ;
UUERTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, ettt i the darkness ; weeping.  What u picture
1. The Feast, of alost sonl !
’:l.‘cﬂ:;hut did our Lord here liken the kinglom of Hints for Home Rtudy,

tion | 1. Find the different charneters whe act in this para.

mrv:v'm'n:-r:;“\?:: 3",-"""" s suggested by the netine ble. and make a list of them : for example, **a king,"
Who were the ones that had been bidden, whom | ““hie von," ** his gervants," ete

Christ had in minds 2. Now write the persons or things mruomen‘l by
What had occurred in past history which ver 7 vivid- | !:-;n_v.: for examnle, * repregents God ; * his

? | W e

P ;‘fm:isn of pronle are portrayed by vor, By | A, Find all the narbles that you can which are about

What was the character of this fenst? ver, 4. ** the kingdom of heaven,”
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Read in the fourteenth chapter of Luke a similar
arable about a supper,
5. Compare this with our lesson, and see how they !

agree and how they differ.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS, |
1. The F N
With what form of teaching did Jesus aguin instruct

the yooplv!’
With what comparison did he begin?
For what purpose did the king send out his servants?
What response did those bidden make?
‘Who were then sentout?
What was their message?
Whae invitation carries with it blessedness? (GoLv-
&N TEXT.)
2. 'The Guensts,
was the second invitation received? !
What excuses were made? Luke 14. 18-20.

erva ?

How was the king affected by this treatment?
How did he punish the murderers?
What then did he say to his servants?
e did he bid them go?
1 were they to invite to the wedding?
Wit was the result of this order?

OF what cluss were the guests? Luke 14. 21,
3. The Garment,

Who came in to see the guests?

Whom did the king find there?

What question did e ask the guest?

‘What was the man's reply!

Whatorder wus given to the servants?

What would there be in the outer darkness?

What was said about many and few?

What is the wedding guriment? Rev, 19- 8.

Teachings of the Lesson.

Where in this lesson are we tanght—
. That the gospel isan juvitation to a mar

2. That all who will may come to the feast?

3. That the unworthy will be finally cast ont?

Hints for Home Study.

Find to how many persons or things Jesus likened
“the kinzdom of heaven.”

Find other parables which show that bad people
sometimes find their way into the Church.

ringe feast?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

How did Jesus often speak to the people? In pare
ables,

What is a4 parable? A story that makes clear and
plain the truthy of God.

What is the parible of this lesson? T'he story of
the prince’s wed

To whut did Jesus compare the kingdom of heaven?
To aroyal wedding-feast,

Who refused to come to the wedding? Those who
were first invited,

How did they treat the king's servants who bade
them come? With coldness and indifference.

What id some do? They persecuted them and
killed them,

What did the king do when he heard of it? He |

destroyed them in his wrath,
What did he tell his servants? ‘Thatthose whom he

had asked were not worthy.

What did he command them? To invite all they
could find in the highways, both good and bad,

11 id these receive the king's invitation? They

ow
accepted it, and came to the wedding,

Who came in to see the guests? The king,

Whom did he see at the table? A guest without
the wedding.; ment,

What was the wedding-garment? A dress given by
the King to every zuest,

What did the king ask this guestt ¢ Friend, how
camest thou in without the wedding-zal ol

What did he reply? He could give no 3

What did the king say to his servants? ¢ Bind him,
and cast him into outer darkness,” .

What did Jesus wish to show the Jews by this par-
able? How they had treated God's Son, whom he
sent first to them,

What did he wish to teach the whole world? That

:v..ry one In invited to he saved and taste the joys of |

m, (Repeat the Golden Text.)

What does he offer to all? The wedding-robe of
righteousness,
What must we do with it?  Put it on and wear it
Words with Little People.
How would you treat the invitution of a real king,
asking you to his son's wedding?
The King of kings invites you to the marringe feust

of his Son.
He offers you a stuinless aud beautiful wedding

gargient to wear,
How have yon received his invitation—the offtr of

his gift; with colduess und contempt, og with joy aud
acceptance?

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

1. Who were first told that the time had come for the
marriage feast of the king's son? *¢ Them that were
bidaen.”

2. Whom did Christ mean to point out by this de-
scription®  ‘The Jews, God’s chosen people,

3. Uow did the king treat their refusal to come, and
their wicked violence? He utterly destroyed them

ed of his boundless bounty?

all.

4. Who then r
All that could be N

5. What was the only condition of their presence at
the fenst? Having on the wedding garm

6. How does onr Golden 1 desc:ibe the condition
of these guests of the king? Blessed are they,” ele.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLIN

The Founder of the Feast,
iy

bidden. v. 8.
age of the Lamb is come.” Rev, 19. 7.
“Unto all people a feast.” Isa. 25. 6.
11 118 LoNG-SUFFERING.
Sent forth other servants. v. 4.
“ Not 'willing that uny should perish." 2 Pet. 3.9.
“Allday... stretched forth my hands." Rom. 10. 21,
1L His Wratn,
e was wroth. v. 7.
“Phe wrath of God is revealed." Rom. 1. 18.
«Upon the children of disobedience." Eph. b. 6
JV. 18 Grace.
Asmumny as. ..
* Whosoever will, let him
* Ho, every one thut thirsteth.
V. His OMNISCIENCE,
Came in....saw aman, v.11.
I know my sheep.” John 10, 14,
 He knoweth them that trust in him." Nah. 1.7.
V1. His Justice.
Bind him hand and foot. v. 13,
“Depart ...ye that work iniquity." Matt 7. 2
+ 80 shall it be at the end." Matt. 13. 49. L0,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Gospel Invitation,

1. God invites men to share in the joys and priv-
fleges of the Gospel, a feast iy which all may sit down
to enjoy fellowship with himself, his Son, and the re-
deemed among men. How high the honor, and how
rich the enjoyment!

2. Men fail to accept und heed the invitution of God.
Some are bugy and puss it by, xome scorn it, some
persecnte its messengers; and only a few, apparently,
avail themselves of its privileges.

3. God is very kind, and he repeate his call, pressing
it upon men. Hut God is just, and his justicé requires
that wrath shall fall upon those who thus scorn and re-
Ject him. How fearful the responsibility upon those

| who will not come to Christ!
4. The Gospel invitation bids all to come as they ure,
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but it provides for every one who comes the wedding- !
garment of a new heart, a new lite, and the righteous-
ness of Christ. Let us put on the * new mun ' in Jesus
Christ.

5. Those who are found among God's people without
the newness of character which God gives will be cast
out from hig presence into darkness and misery.

An English Teacher's Notes on the
Liessons.

Tue queen of England, on the occasion of her
Jjubilee, gnve a very large garden party at Bucking- |
ham Palace, to which some thousands received invi-
tations, The queen’s invitation isalways looked on
as o commanl, and every thing conspired to make
this command a very pleasant one to obey. There
must have heen thousands of persons who would
gladly have gone if they had only been invited.
But it is evident that a limit had to be ohservel,
Neither space nor cireumstances permitted of the in-
vitations being seattered broudesst. Iad this been
done the erowds would have been too great for ad-
‘mission,

In the parable which is the subject of our lesson
we have an invitation with a limit. Certain per-
~ons have been * bidden,” or called, to a royal inar-
rvinge feast. Strange to say, when the final sum-
mons (necording to the Eustern custom) is sent
them, they not only refuse to accept it, but fall
upon the messengers, ill-treat, and slay them. ]

Then the king, after taking vengeance on the mur-
derers, secks for other guests to grace and to enjoy
the festivities. And this time the invitation is
issued without a limit. The servants are sent out
this time to eall “as many as they shall find ” to the
wedding. It is plain that it was not incapacity for
receiving any number which caused the first limit-
ation,

But after the crowds who have reecived and ac-
o pted the second invitation are gathered together,
we find that there is still a further limitation, for
one of them is exeluded from the feast.  Norcan we
wonderat this. Tiie queen of England’s garden party
wusa less formal matter than many of the sourt
fos'ivities ; bat there are some occasions on which &
«<ertain style of dress is absolutely necessary to ad-
mission into the royal presence, and any negleet in
complying with the u<ual rule would result in ex-
«<lusion, This is well understood beforchand, so
that guests may not he taken unawares, Were all
ranks and classes invited to attend on these ocea-
sions, numbers would be unable to do 8o on ne-
count of the expense of procuring a suitable dress,
In the parable this is not the case. Though not
#tated, it is implied in the story that, necording to
Eastern custom, suitable robes were provided for the
guests, 80 that they were not dependent on their
own resources. The limitation, though rigid and un-
alterable, could touch no one but by his own fuult,
Moreover, 80 great was the offerse committed by
neglect of the rule imposed and the provision made
that not merely exelusion but punishment followed,

All this is to illustrate the * kingdom of heaven,”
that is, * the kindness and love of God” coming

out into the world, and seeking to draw sinners to
himself.

There had been a temporary limitation to this,
God's mercy and grace were first revealed to the
nation of Israel; und even when our Lord was on
carth he was scut to these first (chap. 15, 24), beeause
his purpose was that others should be blessed
through them. Gen, 12, 2. When Israel had, as a
nution, rejected Gol’s invitation of love, the door
was thrown wide opento all.  The invitation is now

| to be xeattered broudeast, not mirnculously, however,

but by mens of messengers (the teacher hos a good
opportunity here of enforeng the duty of foreign
tuissions) who are to bid *““as many us they shall
find " to the fea-t. "There is absolutely vo limita-
tion whatever ; it is, * Whosoever will,”

But this limitless character of the invitation
brings with it a limiiless responsibility, The par-
able says nothing about any of the second compuny
of invited ones refusing, althoygh numbers do ae-
tually turn u deaf ear to the message of God which
is delivered to them, and, following the example of
the firt company, absorb themselves in other
things, For the invitation now issued to all makes
all responsible.  Each one to whom it is repeated is
considered in the parable as a “guest.,” It is in-
cumbent on cach one t» be ready for the feast,

Then comes the finul limitation; * Many are
called but few choxen.” * Bleksed are they which
are called unto the marringe supper of the Lamb,”
For this final and glorious culling is only for those
who have made themselves ready by putting on the
“wedding garment.” And what is this? Not
merely the rightcousness or justification from guilt
which is imputed to all who belicve in Jesus (Rom.
4. 5), but also that holiness, ** without which no
man shall see the Lord.” Heh, 12, 143 Rev, 19, 8,
But this we cannot and have not to provide,. We
have only to putit on: * Put yeon the Lord Jesus
Christ.” Rom 183, 14; compare 1 Cor. 1, 80. It has
been said thut there are three steps in the Christian
life : out of self—into Christ—on to glory. The fact
is that the first two arc one ; and they are the neces-
sary preparation for 1 the final step, to which
there is but one altc the terrible penalty of
those who disobey the command of their sovereign
Lord and refuse his provision of merey--*¢ outer
darkness.”

The Liesson Council.

Question 1. What is meant by the wedding garmentp

The donning of a wedding garment, in an actnal his-
torical incident such as that of the parable, wonld im-
ply respect for the king and his son, as well as a doue
appreciation of an act of great condescension, Any
man who, having accepted sueh an invitation, should
appear in his mean every day-garb would proclaim,
quite as distinctly a8 any one who refused the invita.
tation, his contempt for the king and his condescension.
In the application of the incident to the kingdom of
heaven, therefore, the wedding garment must be under-
stood to represent such conduct on the part of the
recipient of salvation as betokens u fitting sense of the
divine mercy and grace.~Prof, Marcus D. Buell,
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Spiritual fitness to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light. Col. 1.12. *As is the dress, £0 ix
the heart,” and thosa to whom our Lord spoke knew
what culpauility the propliet Zephanial attributed to
those who wore foreign and improper appareb at Je-
hovah's sacrificial feasts. Zeph. 1. 7, 8. 'T'he pursble
does not tell how, but implies in the nature of the cuse
that every invited guest had it in his power to be pro-
vided with suitable upparel. The neglect of one thus
to provide himself exhibited both an inner and outer
unfitness to be theve.—A. 8. Terry, D.D.

| nificunce. See especiully Rev. 21, and comp. Eph. 5
82; Jumes 4. 4 (R. V.). The exhortation in the Ephe-
| slunx sugyests that here again *‘earth is the shadow
of heaven,” rather than un illustration of it. Comp
Eph. 8. 15 (R, V., murg.). The parable naturally eannot
| state (1) that the King's Son himself condescended to
| “eull "' the invited guests, and (2) that the chosen
guests and the bride represent the sume persons
| VEn. 8. Servants. ** Slaves," contrasted with the *' rin
isters " of ver. 14; for these see chap. 13,39, 41. The
vited guests are the chosen people led ™ first Ly the

2. How are the expressions ‘' ouler " and
“ weeping and gnushing of teeth " (o be interpreted?
The Greek word (ke ouler, transtated the *‘outer
darkness," puts here in very sharp contrust the cir-
of the man lled trom the feast, from
what they were in the midst of, festivity and joy. Itis
a darkness outside the place, all the greater from the
contrast to the light within. But us darkness ulone is
merely negative, the absence of light, the moral mean-
ing might only be that after the judgmeni the condi-
tion of the inpenitent is one of silence or death. But to
prevent that interpretation there is added the ** weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth ™ which imply a conscious
condition of misery, & cry of pain, und an increasing
gense of loss that leads to the gnaehing or grinding of
the teeth. This last word means possibly resentment
added to suffering. But in any case it must mean pun-
{shment and a hopeless condition following the finul
Ju lgment.—Rev, A. D. Vail, D.D.
8. What is the meaning of the words * called" and

“ few chosen “'—one of our Lord's
terse and pregnant sayings, See chapters 19. 30;
20. 16. “Many," all are invited—* whosoever will
may come,” but ** few ** are chosen “through

prop! The s of thi ree were the Bap
tist and others sent during Chr  i's life, procluiming
that the kingdom of the Son, | promised, was come.
For this double invitation re Esth, 5. 8, with 6
14, Ven. 14. The lust ap the Jews, between the
ascension and the full Jerusalem. Dinner.—Our
 wedding breakfast.” Comp. John 21. 12 (R. V). It
waus 1 midday menl, and the guests go off to their day's
work instead of coming. Here, therefore, the feast rep-
resents the privilege of the external Church in this life,
Luke's * supper " standing for the life of the redeemed
in heaven. Verse 13 shows that the King did not come
in until the evening, till when the guests had feasted
apart from him. Comp. Gen. 43. 22. Thus the in
spection answers to the flnal judgment, VER. 5. Made
light of. The same word (*““neglect ") in Heb, 2, 3
These seem to be Jews of the dispersion, who gave up
their Messianic hopes for earthly gain. Vs, 6
.Struuss's objection to the ver de of this Is
ehallow. They were summoned to show fealty to
the King's Son, and they seize the opportunity
y to vent a long: ing hatred, .VER. 7.
Armies. The legions of Titus—beathens, but God's
armies. Comp. Isa. 45. 4, 5. Their city, no longer his.
Comp. chap. 23. 38, and note. The vengeance does not

tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth,™ because they
do not ohey the call. In this case the guest received
no welcome, but wae excluded as unworthy because he
preferred to come in his own dress rather than to bo
welothed with the garments of salvation ™ provided by
the King as essential to fit appearance at the Jjoyous
nuptinls and glad festivities of his son's marringe,
There is no snpport here to what tie Westminster
divines teach as ** effectual calling “'—the * called ™ are
clearly distinguished from the *‘ chosen."—A4. M.

Cambridge Notes.
BY REV. JAMES HOPE MOULTON, B.A.

The present parable differs widely from that of the
Great Supper (Luke 14, 16-24) both in purpose and in
detail. While the earlier parable only depicts generally
man's amazing folly in despising God's bounty, this
is definitely evangelical, and turns on the active revolt
or passive indifference of the world against the King's
Son. The “free™ ecritics assume their identity, and
have various explanations of the genesis of either from
the other, with extraneous matter thrown in. None
deign to show why similar illustrations should not be
used deliberately, to stimulate thought. See note in-
troductory to chap. 24.36. VER.1, Angicered unspoken
thoughts, as often. VER. 2. Likened. See note on chap.
18.23, Certainking. Agnin seenote justquoted (which
should read, “‘a man (that is) a king™). Comp. chap.
20, 1; 21.33. Murriage. *The covenant relation of Je-
hovah and his people is constantly et forth by this
figure in the prophets, for example, Isa. 62. 5; Hos.
2.19. Under the New Covenant the marriage of Christ
and his Chureh is invested with a yet profounder sig-

reach the in¢ of ver. 5, who are punished by

exclusion. The language is general, allowing the ex-
K‘ ception of individuals, but the Jews in Palestine were
| always dealt with asa nation. Ver.8. Comp. Acts 13, 6.
Then, not implying subsequence to the event of ver, 7
VER. 0. Partings of the highways, where several
roads converge, so that they could meet the largest
possible number, fuch an instinet took Paul to
Corinth and to Rome. VER. 10. Bad and goad. Comp.
chap. 13, 48. But here many ** bad '* heeame ** good ™
after acospting the invitation.  Comp. Augustine of the
church, “ He loved her foul that he might make her
fair.,""—Tvench. VER. 11, Behold. The word {mplies
| a searching inspection. A man. Not one sinner In
the crowd can escape that scrutiny. Obviously set
against ver. 14, we are told nothing of the proportion
of lost to saved. Wedding garment. Gifts of splen-
did raiment were 8o common in the East that only sheer
perversity could reject the assumption that these gar-
ments were expressly provided for the guests. Like
those of ver. 5, therefore, he * made light of " the in-
vitation and came ib the ordinary attire of a man
picked up on the streets, in the ** filthy rags " of his
own righteousness, instead of the **fine linen " which
13 the ** righteous acts of the saints.” Rev. 19, 8, Comp.
7. 14, and 22. 14 (R. V.). VER 12. Friend, Comp.
chap. 20. 13, and 26,50, A neutral word (lit., ** com-
rade ) naturally used in reproof. Speechless, Lit.,
* gagged.” Obylously he could not plead poverty, as his
modern apologiste do for him. VER. 13, Bind, that be
may not sneak back again. There. Christ’s own com-
ment, pointed by the reality typified in that dreary
pight-outside . the monarch's feast. The weeping.
What a touch of infinite pathos the R. V. restores
inthat little * the /" ful weep d
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rage—yes, enough of both in this sad world. But

what 1s the sum of all the ages' sorrow to the wail of |
those—be they many or few—who have deliberately |
excluded themselves forever from a Father's presence |
Comp. chap. 8. 12; 13, 42, 50; 24, 51; 95, 30; Luke
13, 28. VER. 4. We may perhaps deduce from our
Lord’s answer to the disciples in Luke 13, 23, that in
such words he meant not to satisty curiosity as to the
future of maekind, but rather to enforce on each hearer
the necessity of intense personal effort. Comp. 1 Cor.

7.

p—

RBerean Methods,

Hinta for the ‘Teachers’ Meeting and the Class.

Show when, where, to whom, and for what purpose |
this parable was delivered ...Compare it with * the |
parable of the excuses," Luke 14. 1-24, and note the
differences of circumstances and contents. .. Anmalyze
this parable into its elements, and present an applica-
tion from each....The King. Who is he! What
traits of character or of royalty does he show? See
Analytical and Biblical Outline....The Son. Who is |
he? In what relation to us is he represented?. . The |
Feast. How does this feast fepresent the Gospel? What |
are the enjoyments at a feast? Who pPartake in it?
What does it promise to us? What does it require of |
us?....The Messengers. Who are they? What is
their message? How are they treated by men?....
The Guests. Find three kinds of people who did not
go. Find two kinds who did g0....The Garment,
What is it? Who wear Whoare without it* What |
becomes of such?....F ally, what does thie parable
urge us to do and to be?

References. FreeMan's HAND-Book. Ver. 3 : Doub-
lo invitations, 691. Ver. 11: Host and guests, 692, Ver.
13 “ Outer darkness," 412,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
17. I this the reason why we believe the Old Testament
There are many other reasons, but this is the chict
reason. Our Lord honoured the Old Testament, and we
must honour it, and receive it as the word of God,

18. How does the New Tes‘ament teach his religion ?

It contains the history of his life and death, the recrd
of his teaching while he was among men, and the doctrine |
which he taught the Apostles by his Spirit after he |
ascended into heaven, i

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M

LESSON THOUGHT. 7 may be the King's Guest,

INTRODUCTORY, Show small envelope; open and |
read invitation to a child's party. Ask who ever re-
celved such a one? Let children talk a little ahont par-
ties, why they like to go, ete. Then tell that the lesson
to-duy is about an invitation to a great wedding party,

To he taught: 1. Who sent the inviiation, 2, To |
whom it was sent. 3, That this very invitation comes
to us to-day,

1. Pin up gilt paper crown, Let this lead to a little
talk about kings, what they do, how they live, ete,
Bring out the thought that it is a great honor to be
noticed by a king., and that & visit to the beantiful 1
paluce of a king wonld he a great plensnre. Now tell
that n great king invited many guests to the wedding
feast of his son. He did not send invitations like this
[showing envelope]. e sentservants to call the guests,
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and tell them that the king wanted them to come. Do
you think they would feel honored and pleased? The
king's feust would be very nice. How glad they ought
to have been!

2. But they were not! Some laughed at the invita-
tion, and went on with their work. Some said they
had not time to go, and some treated the servants very
badly who came to fuvite them. Whut strange people!
You do not treat an invitation to a party like this, O,
no! you are glad to go, and can scarcely wait for the
time to come. What kind of people do you think they
were who treated the king in this way? Were they his
friends? Were they kind, polite people? O, no! the;
were rude, unfriendly peopie, and the king was sorry
and displeased when he found that they did not want to
come to his supper. Tell what he did, and how he
found guests to eat his supper.

COME 8. This story ie one o'! the
- purables of Jesue. God is the
King. His invitation is to us
to come to Je He sends it
in his letter to us, [Read from
Bible, *“Come unto the mar-
ringe," and * Come unto me." |
He sende it by the preacher.
one of his mervants; by the
teacher, another of his servants; by any one who tells
you how Jesus loves you, and wants yon to
be his child. How do you treat God's invita
tion* Do you send his servants away? Do you
laugh when you hear it, and go on with your work or
play? Or, do you listen and accept? Whieh w ill yon do
to-duy?

RN
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Blackboard,
BY 1. B, PHIPPS, Esq.

WHAT Do | WitH My
INVITATION

|

This illustration is designed for the purpose of hring-
ing before the <chool the Gospel invitation, and to exuse
2 heart-examination to see ifany one has rejected it
What have I done with my invitation? Read 1 Tim. 2.
3,4; Matt, 11. 28 ; John 6. 37: Rev. 22. 17: 2 Pet. 3. 0;
John 8. 16; Heb. 2. 3. What is this on the blackboard!
A pigeon-hole, or a pliace in a desk where papers are
filed. Explain ahout it. Papers Inid away there for
futnre reference are sometimes forgotten. 8o we per-
haps treat the invitation 3 putit away, and think that
‘‘some time," when all worldly business is finished, our
fortune macde, and nothing else to do, we will take it
out and accept it.  What is this other design? An in-
vitation card with the word * Come written on it, the
very word we have heen reading so often. How is it
treated? Neglected? Yes, the dust and spider-web of
Indifference cover it. It is forgotten and treated as
unworthy of notice, and * made light of.”*  Last is the
invitation rejected, and * entreated spitefully.” Close
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the lesson by calling attention to the fate of those who | city gates. The murderers are seized. Instead of a
have thus treated the king's invitation. Draw thecard | eity, there is soon a great ash-heap, smoking toward The lnst e
of invitation with white chalk ; the sides of the pigeon- | the heavens. lic teaching h
hole with brown ; the spider’s web with light blue or | But bark! Horsemen are coming again! * The great parties ¢
gray : the words in other colors, King's messengers?" wonders Bartimeus. Yes, and controversy.
$ Bartimeus can scarcely believe it, but he is fnvited to Pharisees an
Lesson Word Pictures. the great marriage-supper. A brother-beggar, Laza- money, by pre
“What fs all this nofse about?" wonders the old | Tus, is also fovited! Yes, every body is asked, a1l up not only to Cs
wlind beggar, Bartimens, sitting by the road-side. and down the highway, at the road-corners, every- to the Saddu
* Menon horses riding by and riding bard! 0,it isa | Where! And now, from highway and bedge, from seven husban
every place they are thronging to the masriage supper fallacy of theis

great clatter! S8ay !’ he now bawls. * S8omebody tell
us what this nofse is for!™

* Hush there, you old blind beggar!" says a cold,
sneering voiee. ** It is not for you."

“Ho, 8imon, that you?" In a whisper Bartimeus

lawyer that th
are love to Go:
them ull to si
could not ans
and the multi

of the great king's only, darling son. A woman from
Jericho—one Rahabs—he is going. A great Syrian cap-
tain, Naaman, has heard of the supper, and he is going.
A poor gleaner,one Ruth, a Moabitess,and a woman from
Samarin whom all frequenters of Jacob's well must re-

ejaculates, ** That frozen old Pharisee ! ™
* Yes, it Is Simon. Now, be quiet!"

member, and a Syro-phenician woman whose name I

“But what 18 going on?" persists Bartimeus, never knew—these are all going. There goes a hated

* Come, now 1 I can’t see.”

“Well, if you must know, the king is going to make
& marriage feast for his only son, and those horsemen
are the king's taking the 1 out.
But none of us are going—none in my city."

* Why not **' asks Bartimeus.

“0, hush! I care not to go. I have some new
phylacteries I want to try on and some land [ must
plow. Now, hush!"™

A marriage feast! How the soul of Bartimeus {s ex-
eited by the thought. He never was at such a banquet—
or any other, indeed ; but what honor it would be to re-
eeive an invitation from a messenger! What joy to be
there, 1o lie on the soft royal couches ; and what a dis-
Mnction if the king's eye should rest upon one in some
special notice! And what if the king should say, ** Ah,
there is Bartimeus !™

* And 8imon does not wish to go!* muses Barti-
meus. “Nooe of his kind or his city., That is
strange ! "

Yes, strange indeed! And look! The people who
received the king's invitation are making light of it!
There goes 8imon, out to his oxen and his field. His
brother has gone to the market-place. His son has hur-
ried to his vineyard,

But !ook! There isa rabble bursting out of the city
gates. They are driving the great king's messengers
into the flelds, into 8imon's. They are stoning the
messengers. And there is Simon! He has seized
stones. He joins in the assault, till at last from the
ground toward the sky the dead messengers turn their
Mood-stained faces, pleading for vengeance. And
fudgment comes! The king's armies thunder at the

tax-g V8 one

* And whu is this?" asks Lazacus o( Bartimeus, “I
really think it s Dives, at whose door I beg. What robes
of purple and fine linen he wears!"

The countenance of Bartimeus falls.

“ Lazarus, where are our wedding garments!' he
asks. They stop, look at their mean clothes, shake their
heads. However, they cannot stay away, but off they
hurry, Lazarus leading along Bartimeus. Such a quan-
tity of eripples, of the blind, of poor folks, of people
from afar,as went to that feast! And O, what joy
when in the very doorway of the banqueting house
stood the King's darling Son and handed each man a
wedding garment! He saw that blind beggar and
gave him back his sight. Such a marriage-supper!
Bartimeus did so rejoice, while Lazarus found an old
friend, Abraham, and lay in his bosom all through the
supper. But who has ventured in without a wedding
garment? It is Dives in his purple robes. “I don't
wanta wedding garment,” he issaying. ** My robes are
good enough.' Just that moment he looks up and sees
twosearching eyes. They seem to shoot out fire, Dives
drops his head.

The King's awful volce 18 now heard, speaking to
Dives. 0, why has he despised the King's bounty, and
wome in here relying on hig self-righteousness! Why
did he refuse and dishonor the only Son's wedding gar-
ments? The King's servants advance. They seize
the culprit. They bind him. They lead him away.
He is banished to the gloomy darkness of the night,
while the great supper in light and joy gues on, for the
great King has words and looks of love for those in the
wedding garments given by bis dear Son.

B —

LESSON 1I. CHRIST'S LAST WARNING,

| Commit (o memory verses 37-39.]

27 Woe unto you, seribes and
Phar’i-sees, hmwrlm! for ve are

[April 8.

34 Wherefore, bahold. Isend unto you prophets, and
wise men, and scribes: and #ome of them ye shall kill
and erueify : and some  of them shall yescourge in your

and them from city to city :

1 (28 like unto whii which
%[ indeed appear beantiful outward
‘{but are within full of dead men's
bones, and of all uncleanness,
28 Even so ye also outwardly n!
pear righteous unto men, but within
S22 ye are full of hypnﬂlsy nnd lnlqully.
2 Woe unto you, scribes and Phar’i-sees, J)m
secanse ye build the tombs nt the pmpheu. an urnlin
mlchm of the righteo
30 And say, If we had h»en in the days of our
fathers, we would not have been partakers with them
n tnn blood of the prophets.
81 Wherefore ye he witnesses unto yourselves, that
ye are the children of them whlch killed the prophets.
g Irlll ye up then the meuuwre o; ](;IIP !ul':en.
e serpents, genenl n of vipers, how can ye
escape lhedamnnx)'n of hell?

35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood
shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous A’bel
unto the blood of Zach’a-ri’as son of Bar’a-chi‘as,
whom ye slew between the temple and the altar,

86 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come
upon this generation.

37 0 Je-ru’sa-lem, Je-ru’sa lem, thou that killest the
Rmpheu. and stonest them which are sent unto thee,

ow often would I have gothered thy children together,
even as a hen gathereth her chickens uader ker wings,
and ye would not !

88 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.

39 For Isay unto you, Ye shal! not see me henceforth,
v.I'll e;:l'ldlw. s he that cometh in the name
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General Statement,

The last hour of the last day of the Saviour's pub-
fic teaching hus come, He has met in turn each of the
great parties of the Jews, and had vanquished all in the
controversy. He hud answered the inquiry of the
Pharisees and the Herodiuns concerning the tribute-
money, by pressing upon them tie demand to render
not only to Ceesar but to God his due. He had replied
to the Sadducee’s Supposed case of the woman with
seven husbands in the resurrection, and had shown the
fallacy of their views. le had shown to the thoughtful
lawyer that the two great commands of the divine law
are love to God and love .to man; and he had driven
them ull to silence by his own questions, which they
could not answer. Then he turned to his disciples
and the multitudes around them, and began his Jast

Explauntory and
Verse 27. Woe unto you, At once 4 denunciation
and a prophecy, the most severe ever spoken by Christ,
We have no right to follow him as an example in such
utterances, for we have not his omniscient knowledge.
Keribes and Pharisees. The two are coupled, be-
cuuse most of the scribes were Phurisees, though not
all the Phurisees were scribes. The scriles were u dis-
linet order or profession, Originally, ccpyists of the
Old Testament, they became its recognized interpre.
ters; und being the educated clase, they wrote legal
documents as lawyers, and often decided cuses ns
Judges. The Pharisees were n school of thought, not
un organized body. They held to the most exict inter-
pretation of the law, gave un authority to tradition
«quul to that of the text, and aimed 10 keep the Jews
ix sepurate as possible from all other nations, At first
they were earnest, sincere reformers, but in Chyist's
day they had degenerated into formulists, and de-
served all the rebuke which he gave them. Hypo.
writes. The word means “stage-players.” and it ex.
presses the idea of acting a part.  The Pharisees re.
tended to great piety and respect for the law; but their
piety consisted in observing external ceremonials, and
they did not lcruw to evade the law. See verses 14-26
in this chapter. hited sepulchers. All around Je-
“m were graves covered with stone slabs or brick-
work. These were whitewashéd by the Jews every
year just before the feast of the passover, so that peo-
ple might recognize them and avoid legal defilement hy
not treading on them. ull of d men’s A
Externally the Phurisees were
private life they were covetous, crnel, and
moral, like the fair tom)) concenling the putrid corpse,
(1) God seeks reality of characler, and not mevely appear-
ance. (%) Christ can see our hearts as clearly as he saw
those of the Pharisees.

28. Even w0 ye nlso. When Christ spoke bitter
words he xpoke them to men, and not ahont them; and
he spoke them not from ** coward's castle ™ where they
could not answer him, but on the fioor of their own
temple, where they migkt answer if they conld. Ap-
pear righteous. They acted religiously, attending the
services, praying on the street corners, giving rigorons
interpretations of the law, and winning the praise of
men for their apparent piety. Unto men, But not
anto God, who trieth the hearts. Full of hypoerisy.
Such are men to-day who wors<hip as Charch-members,
but oppress their empm{m or cheat their custamer
who give liberally while they rob their fellow-men.
() The best cure for Ilgpncruy is not in renouncing the
Profession of veligion, but in renouncing the practice of
an,

29. Ye bulld the tombs of the prophets. The
fanaties " and **eranks " of one u';e are often the
heroes of another, for the Leroic age i always back of
us. More than once Moses was in danger of being
stoned during his life-time, yet in cnother generation he
was the idenl of the nation. ~ Paul, | uther, Wesley, Lin-
coln, John Brown, all are instances of men thoronghly
hated in their own time, hut honored in the succeedin;
fage. Merod the Great, one of the worst of men. built
the sepuleher of David. Ruskin #peaks of those who
‘erown the stutne when they had not crowned the
brow, and pay honor to the ashes which they had de-
nied to the spirit."

30. And « If we had been. There is no donht
tha lhr{‘u onest in their reverence for the great
Wen of the past: but their crime was in persecuting the

memorable warning against the Pharisees and the
scribes,  Unlike other teachers, he could look down in-
to the hearts of those whom he rebuked. He knew
every secret purpose and every wicked thought of his
adversuries: how selfish were their aims under all thejr
pious | ions; how their obedi to the letter of
the law wus but a form to cloak their disloyalty to jts
#pirit; how bloody and dark were their purposes toward
himself, for they were counting the hours until they
would have him in their Bragp; and he gave n denunci-
ution which was ull the more terrible because it was the
wrath of the Lamb; n tender nature aroused to a
righteous indignation, the just Judge drawing the sword
of his sentence upon the convicted criminal,

Practical Notes.

best men of their own time, just as their fathers had
done before them. We would not have been partak.
ers. Their assumption of superior character was with-
out foundation, for they were showing exuctly the sume
#pirit, nnlx under greater light. (4) Zow litile do mmen
know of their own hearts! The blood of the proph.
©tn, See Heh. 11. 37, 88. for the treatment of God's
worthies by their own times.

31. Ye be witnesses unto yourselves. They con-
fessed that these persecutors of the past were their own
ancestors; and in their spiritund conduet they showed
that they themselves were theijr children. For on that
very duy they were plotting to slay their own Saviour,

32. Fill yeup. The ye i« emphatic, and is expressed
in the original, *“and ye, fill up.” It is a solemn+
irony, not an exhortation: and it is also a prediction:
** And I know full well that ye will £O on in the saume
way,"” The measure of your fathers, The Bible rep-
resents each evil nation in its eareer ns filling up its own
cn’F of crime to the full. and then heing destroyed.
**The fathers hnd filled lhecur of Judah's wickedn
up to a certain level, and their sons were pouring in
more guilt until the vessel should be full.  Forty yenrs
after the vial of divine wrath was poured out upon the

city. and the land. (5 And what shall we say of our
nalion, in view of the evils in our time? (6) Let us
atrive to keep out the bitler and to pour in the sweet into
our national life.,

33. Ye serpents. The brood that higs and crawl
and bite and poison—fit characterization for the Jews
of that time. Generation of vipers, ther, ** off-
pring of vipers."" Their parents hnd been snnkes, and
%0 werethey. Escape the damnation of hell, * The

Judgment *"(Rev, Ver.,) which will give them the sen-
tence and peunl(i' of perdition. (7) Their only escape
may be ours also, in vepentance or turning from sin.

34. 1 send unto you. God's mercy was shown' in
sending_them the prophets: man's gullt In slaying
them. Prophets, Aq Elijab, Isafuh, and John the
Baptist: men who laole by direct inspiration from
God. Wise men. ®n Who spoke with wisdom; a
lower degree of inspiration, as Solomon's writings are

on a lower plane than David's songs, mcribes,
Teachers who added nothing to the Scriptures, hmﬂwe
d of them, in

nts upon an

nnd erueify. Though the Jews never crucified erimi.
nals, they indorsed and e ¢ of
Christians by the Roman power. As martyrs the New
Testament names Stephen, James, and Antipas; and
many others are known to have suffered death,
=courge In your synagogues, Btrange as it may
seem to us, the synagogue or local house for worship
was the place where courts were held and offenders
were punished by scourging. Persecute from
city to elty. 8o Saul drove out the disciples from Je-
rusalem ; and so Paul was driven from many cities in
Asia Minor. (8) No man lives in vain who suffers or
dies for Christ's cause.

35. Upon you may come. The nation is
88 & unit, and that age as the culmination of ewish
history received the resnlt and reward of all
e whole people suffered in this lite,
meets his own judgment before
mpense of Or punishment
reafter. Righteous Abel, first among men
who perished for religion and Zacharias won of

rded

Barachias, A prophet who slain in the reign of
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King Joash. See 2 Chron. 24. 20-22. He was, however, l‘

the son not of Barachiah (Rev. Ver.), but of Jeholada,
the statesman, reformer, and high-priest. Barachins
may be a copylst's mistake, from confusing the Zecha. | ¢
riah of Chroufcles with the minor prophet Zechariah,

who was the son of Berechiah. Zech. 1.1,
words, Jehoiada, ** Whom Jehovah knows.’ and

the city, from which he had again and

messen,
The two | engest stclm of love,
Bsm-1 Ye woul

ove mingled in the 8aviour's heart, Gathered thy chil
ren.  He refers not only to his own mmu!llv &u“l.u
n N
Ariven, but also to the &) Is of the prophets as his
y Ilnlhrrvlhml'::‘r chickens ’ A picture
ptection, rest, warmth, care
mot. Not God's will, but man's, was want

chiah, *Whom the Lord blesses," have nearly the ing for their salvation,

same meaning, and may have become interchangesble |
In the tradition of the event. Between the temple
and the altar. The altar stood in front of the sanc- |
tuary or holy house, in the court of the priests.

36, 37. Upon this generation. The evils came in
+he destruction of the city and temple, the annihilation
of their national existeuce, and their dispersion through-
out the world, © Jerusalem. A deepemotion of ten-

Your honse. No longer God's house, for
« shall not see me

an,

pranking It in his Son.

Hod w

henceforth. That hour marked his last appeal and his
final departure. ‘Till ye shall say. He looks beyoud
the present to an hour when the true Istael, the regen-
erated remnant, shall welcome him as their Saviour
and King. A prediction fulfilled throughall the cent
uries when any soul of Jewish race acoepts Jesus os

derness follows the stern denunciation, for justice and | the Messiah.

HOME READINGS.
M. Christ's last warning. Matt. 23. 23-33.
T, Christ's last warning. Matt. 23, 34-39.
A Ilypor,rl y. Ezek.33.27-32.
Th. What God requires. icah 6, 1-9.
F.  Accep’ible service. Isa, 58. 1-11,
8. Prophets killed, 2 Chron. 24. 15-22.
8. Sincerity in service. Matt. 6. 1.6, 16-18.
GOLDEN TEXT.
Create in me a clean heart, 0 God ; and renew a
right spirit within me, Psa. 51. 10.

LESSON WYMNS,

No. 248, Dominion Hymnal.
O happy is the child who hears
Instructi n's warning voice.

No. 258, Dominion Hymnal,
Jesus, my Truth, my Way,
My sure, unerring light.

No. 122, Dominion Hymnal.
Be it my only wisdom here,
To serve the Lord with filial fear,

TIME, PLACE, RULERS.—Same as in lust lesson
DocTriNAL SuaaesTioN —The fulfillment of propheey.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Final Warning.

Unto whom was the denunciation of this lesson ad
dressed?

What position did they occupy in the Old Testament
Chareh?

Wit was it that made them hypocrites?

What was the pretense that they made?

What i< the thought that connects vers. 30 and 317

What i the meaning of ver. 53¢

How did they accomplish this?

What is the warning that is implied in these words
of Christ?
2. The Final Woe.

What woes actually came upon the Jews in less than
half a century from the time of this lesson?

What is meant by the term * whited sepulchers,"
which is used in connection with the first enunciation

of woe?
Did Jesns mean that he really would send prophets
and others, as told in verse 34¢

‘What ws the hon<e . hich was left desolate?
Did Jesus ever visit the temple again after this leav-

ing?

Who was the Zacharias who was elain?

Where in the lesson is Chris<t's tender heart shown?
I\\"Ilnt is the danger which to-day threatens the Chirig-
tian

Practical Teachings.

Appearing to be a true servant of God, and being so,
are vastly different.
Profession is easy; confession is very hard, These
Pharisees made loud professions; no one of them would
confess himself a sinner.
Art, not heart, characterized these Jews. They
could build tombs and garnish sepulchers; they could
also kill and erucify srophets and wise men.
Dear stadent, do you lggsur to be, or are you, a Chris-
tian? Have you confessed Christ as well as professed?

Christ left the temple forever. * are the temple
of the Holy Ghost," * Has he left you? What a desola
tion that will be, when Christ leaves you!

Hints for Home Study.
1. Pind from a Bible dictionary all that you canabout
the burial customs of the Jews,
2. What prophets had been put to death by the ances
tors of these Jews?
3, Read the whole of this twenty-third chapter, and
note how many woes Christ pronounces upon the Phar
i

sees,
4. Find the first sermon preached, and see how it dif

fers (rom this one,

5. Find from Roman history when and how ‘‘ these

things "' eame upon them.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS.
1. The Final Warning.
Over what eity did Jesus lament ?
What erimes hud derusalem committed?
What had Jesus desired to do for her children?
Why had he not succeeded? N
How were they now left?
When wonld ihey see Jewus again?
When had he been thus welcomed? Matt, 21. 9.
2. ‘The Final Woe,
Upon whom did Jesus pronounce a woe?
To what did he liken these hyrocrlleu
How did they appear outwardly?
How were they inwardly?
What did they do to tombs and sepulchers?
How did they profess to be hetter than their fathers?
Of what were they witnesses?
What were they told to do?
What were they then called?®
What danger were they in?
What teachers were sent to them?
What would they do to these messengers?
What guilt wonld come upon them?
When would these things occur?
o How can we escape the hypocrite's doom?  (Golden

‘ext.)
| Teachings of the Lesson. o

Where in this lesson are we taught—

1, Thnt God hates fulse pretenses?
2. That wickedness is progressive?
3, That opportunities 10st cannot be regained?
Hints for Home Study.

Learn what other tenchers called the Phavisees a
““a generation of vipers,"

llhnd the uccounts of the killing of Abel and Zach-
arias,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
Who were the scribes and Pharisees? Great and
learned meembers of the Jewish Church.
What did Jesns pronounce upon them?® Woe, or
sorrow and punishment.
For what renson? Beeanse they were hypocrites.
" “{hnl |'- ahypocrite! One who pretends to be what
e s not,
What did the seribes and Pharisees pretend to be*
Righteous and without sin.
hat did Tesusknow? That their hearts were full
of ‘!'rua and selflshness,
hat had they forgotten? That God looks upon

Is your religion one of heart, or one of art? Which?

the heart,
‘Whom did the Pharisees preterid to love and honor?
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‘rhn:muhell of God who had been slain and perse.
cute

What did they
) ucl‘.’“ They rebullt and beautl
the dead prophets,
did Jesus tell

Why he spenk 80 tothem? He k
were seeking to kill hira, their pro

What did he declure unto them? ‘I
persecute and murder the prophets

them,
To whom did he refer? To his apostles
lowe

id Jesus say should surely come upon them?

Most awful punishment.

Jesus weep over the holy city, Jerusalem? |

Why
Hecause he loved it
How did he say th,
edge him? Wit
that cometh in the name of the Lor
Words with Little People,

A hypoerite is one
trusted,

One who goes to Church and Sunday-school not to

please God, but to make others think well of him,
One who is very sweet
but cross and selfish at home.
One who talks mach and does little,
If Jdesus should come to
he say:* Woe, hypocrite,*
faithtul servanty ™
THE LESSON CATECHISM,
1. Against whom did Christ
Against the scribes and Pha

Because they were hypocrites,

3. What else did he call them? Serpents, a gener.

ation of vipers,

4. What words of Christ teach us to-day n‘llv;.dfmxer.’
rish.”

“Except ye repent, ye shall likewise pe
8. What should be our prayer,
the sin of hypocrisy? ¢ Create in

THE CHURCH €A TECHISM,

37. Did God leave mankind in sin and misery* No
‘*God so loved the world, that he gave his only

that we may esca

gotten Non, that whosoever believeth in him should |

not perish, but have everlasting life,”

’r What did the Son of God do to
He beeame man; lived,
again,

39, How did he hecome man? Christ
ook upon him the form of a ye
e In'llle likeness of man, havin
soul,

throuzh God,

human body

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLIC AL OUTLINE.
Sius and Penalties,
I. Tie Sixs or TnE Puarisexs,
1. Hypoerisy. * Whited sepulchers.” v, 27,
*“Ye....make clean the outside," uke 11, 39,
2. Iniquity, “quf.”.inlquily.“ v. 28,
“Out of the heart.. . .evil," Matt, 15. 19, 20,
3. Belfrighteousness, * 1y, would not," ete. v, 30,
* Estab their own rigl " Rom. 103,
4. Persecation, “ Killana erucify.” v. 84,
*Ye have been. ... murderers." Acts 7. 52,
IL PENAUTIES OF THE PraRiskes,
1. Judgment. * flow can ye escape the judgment.”
V.33, (Rev. Ver,)
" This is the condemnation," John 3. 18, 19,
2 Gullt, “ Upon you....blood." v, 85,
* Deliver me from hlood-guiltiness." Pea, 51, 14,
3. Destruction, * House is left." v, 38,
**The desolation....{s nigh.” Luke 21. 20,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE,
The Spirit of the Pharisees.

1. The great crime of the Pharisees which Jesus here
unmasks and rebukes was their hypocrisy, a pretense

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER
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of being holy and religious und God-fearing, when they
were really wicked at heart. God hates ull pretense.

2. With this ix closely allied the spirit of self-right-
¢ousness, ' We are not like our fathers, O no; they
killed the prophets; see how we honor them.” They
vaunted their own goodness, Let us be humble, and
not make a show of our godliness,

3. Another crime of the Phurisees was their persecut
ing spirit. They were ready to kill all who differed
from them. This is not zeul for the truth, but zeal for
the party; and it is often seen at the preseut time, both
in Chnreh and in State,

4. Notice how clearly Christ saw the spirit of these
| Pharisees, under all their fine disguises, and how
| sternly he denounced it. Let us keep in mind that he

can see our hearts as thoroughly us he saw theirs,
| 8. See, especinlly, the tenderness of Christ toward

these wicked people; how eager he was (o save them.
| Ifany are lost, it will not be because Christ is unwilling.
to have them come to eternal life.

Knglish Teacher's Notes.

I REMEMBER once going with some friends to see
a dwelling-house which they thought of taking, but
| had not as yot seen, I shall not soon forget the
| close, offensive, inwholesome smell that greetod us
when we opened the door, However, we went in
and procceded to survey the rooms. We picked ur
way, taking care to avoid eonfact with the walls, for
all was dusty, dirty, and wretched, At length we
came tothe head of the stairs leading to the kitohen,
but further we could not &0; we had had enougl to
make us very glad to get out again into the fresh
air. T'do not remember any thing striking about
the exterior of the house, But supposing it had boen
newly painted from top to hottom, adorned with a
handsome porch, and in every way made to look
attractive, that would never have reconciled us to
the inside. Before that house could be fit tolive in
the inside needed to be thoroughly cleansed and
purified.

Wo read but a short time ago how our Lord
cleunsed the temple at Jerusalem from the traffic
| that was polluting it. Two days (in the last weck
| of his earthly life) had passed since then, and he
| now stood for the last time in that “house of
| God,” his own proper dwelling, It was the center
| that week, the passover week, of an imposing and

costly worship.  Multitudes thronged its courts and
passed in and out of its gates. Gentiles as w ell as
+ Jews were there to offer their homage to Jehovah,
the God of Isracl, Every thing was fair s to the
r outward appearance. And round about our Lord, us
| he there taught, stood the representatives of the
| religious life of the nat ion—the scribes, and Phori-
| wees, with their long robes, fringes and phylacteries,
indicating their devotion to the law. But our
Lord could not rest here. [n spite of the outwurd
|| cleansing which had taken place, that temple with
| its splendid worship was defiled, offensive to the
holy One,

What defiled it? The worshipers theniselves, and

especially those who secmed the most important and
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the most zealous, Looking from the temple porch
St

The iniquity of the Pharisees consisted in muking a

across the valley of the Kedron (or of J P

the eye might rest on a structure known us the
“tombs of the prophets” built over the rock-hewn
sepulchers, which shune out conspicuously on the
slope of the Mount of Olives, having probably, ne-
cording to Jewish custom, lately been newly
whitened (this was done once a year, in the twelfth
month, the month Adar). Outwardly these tombs
Jooked clean und fair and imposing, but what was
within? Just moldering bones und dust, on which no
one would wish 10 gaze, and the touch of which Yen-
dered a Jew ceremonially ** unclean,” thus exclnding
bim fora time fromall religious rites, These showy
monuments had been erected by the descendunts of
those who * killed the prophets.” Were they then
different from their fathers?  Their hearts at tois
moment were full of malice and hatred against our
Lord ; they were planning his death and tuking
every means to xecurc it; and in like manner they
would, later on, persecate his followers. Could there
be amore striking picture ot these men than the
“whited scpulchers” to which our Lord com-
pared them {

If such were the religious teac! ers of the people,
what could the crowd be?  We know how shortly
after those who had welcomed the Lord Jesus into
their city cried out, *‘ Let him be crucified.” The
indictment brought.first against the scribes and
Pharisees is further brought sguinst Jerusalem gen-
erally. Verse 87.

What was winted here ! Just that of which our
Golden Text speaks—the inward cleansing of the
heart. And the same holy One who had two days
before purged the temple courts could have given

pre of holiness and a fair outwarj
show of obedience and humanity, while inwardly their
hearts were full of that corruption which hated divine
truth, which spurned God's messengers of mercy, and
would not even suffer the messengers to live.—A. A,
5. How could the blood of Abel come upon that gener
ation?

There is n sense in which the sins of all the past gen.
erations are visited upon the present, Euch uge is in
part the resultant of the yvices of nll the ages back of it,
The erime of Cain wrought its effect upon the next age,
and that upon the succeeding. The results of forty
centuries were gathered upon the head of the Jews in
that age.~ W, B,

6. Who was Zacharias, the son of Barachias?

The only ground for this question is in the fact that
Zacharias the son of Barachlas was a prophet and not
a martyr, while Zecharias the son of Jeholada was
slain by command of the king. 2 Chron. 24. 20-22,
This is doubtless a mistake that has crept futo the text
of Matthew. The legend of the blood of Zecharias re-
maining on the pavement of the court of the temple for
two hundred and fifty years was well-known in the

Jeholada, as a famous martyr, was as well-known then
as that of Stephen now.—Rev. A. D. Vail, D.D.

Five different historical persons have been proposed
for him, whom we will consider in their chronological
order: 1. That he was Zechariah the son of the high-
priest Jeholada, slain in the temple under Joash
(2 Chron, 24, 20-22) ; and that his father’s name has
been changed to Berechiah by an error of copyists,
2. That he was Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah in the
time of Isalah (Isa. 8. 2); but there I8 no mention of
his violent death. 8. That he was the prophet Zech-
ariah the son of Berechiah, in the reign of Darius
(Zech. 1. 1), a different person from the prophet Zech-
ariah in Uzziah’s day (2 Chron. 26, 5); but there Is no

this inward ¢! To the he could
say shoitly afterward: “ Ye are clean ;" “Ye are
elean through the word that 1 have spoken to you."
John 18. 10; 15. 8. But to * Jerusalem,” who
would not hear and do his word, he could only say
mournfully, * How often would I have gathered thy
ehildren. . . . and ye would not.”
1t is not religious bringing up, association with
Christian people,attendance at Church or class, Bible
rending, Bible knowledge, nor a good moral walk
that can make any person fit to appear before the
holy One. The one thing needed is heart cleans-
ing. And he who teaches us to pray, ** Create in me
aclean heart,”” has provided a fountain, even the
precious blood of Christ, applied by the Spirit,
through the word, in which ull may wash and be
alean,
The Lesson Council.
4. Wherein did the iniquity of the Pharisees consist?
The manifold hypocrisy against which the seven or
eight woes of this chapter are uttered; namely, 1. Keep-
ing people outof the kingdom; 2. Pious extortion;
9. Fanatical proselytism; 4. Impious casuistry; 5. Sacri-
ficing justice and mercy to legal techricality; 6. Out-
ward boast of purity united with gross inward cor-
ruption; 7. Professed honoring of murdered prophets

that either of these was martyred. 4. That
he was Zacharias the father of John the Baptist, who,
if Origen says correctly (in commenting on the pass-
age), was slain in the temple; but there is no proof
that his father's name was Barachias. 5. That he was
Zacharias the son of Baruch, slain, according to Jo=
sephus (Wars of the Jews, 4.5, 4), by the Zealots in the
temple; but this was under Vespasian, and Jesus there-
fore could not have referred to it, Of all these iden-

the first is the most pi as it
18 indeed the only clear or scriptural instance available ;
occurring, moreover, near the close of the last book of

time of Christ, and the name of Zecharias son of
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the Hebrew Bible, as does Abel near the of
the first,—James Strong, S.T.D.

The Zechariah who was stoned in the court of the
temple, as narrated in 2 Chron. 24. 20-22.— M. S. Terry.

Cambridge Notes.

Our Lord here solemnly and publicly sums up words
spoken earlier in private. For the subjects of bis de-
nunciation see Schurer (Jewish People), 8§ 25, 20).
Briefly, the scribes, or ** lettered men,” were the repos-
ftaries of the law, both written (Moses) and oral (*' tra-
dition of the elders"). Their work was **1) the more
careful theoretical development of the law ftself; 2
teaching it to their puplis: 8) its practical administra-
tion, as learned assessors in courts of justice.”" Most
were Pharisees (comp. Mark 2. 16, R. V.), but they are
often associated with the Sadducean **chief priests."

and saints, while plotting murderous designs against
Jesus.—M. 8, Terry, D.D.

Chap. 18, 52, and ver. 34 below, preserve the original
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meaning of Ezra's title, **Student of Scripture.”” The | the synagogues were used as courts

Pharisees (Perushim-separatists) ** were the orthodox
representatives of post-exilian Judaism.” Their name

1 arigid lusi s8 and an ng
adh c4 10 the national § and the letter of
their law. Here they are lineal descendants of the
Chasidim (** pletists '), whose obstinate legalism event.
ually Judas the Their system
of doctrine 1s expressly approved by our Lord (ver, 3)
and by St. Paul. Acts 23, 6, They believed in the res-
urrection, denied by their opponents, the Sadducees
(Zadokites, or priestly caste), whose faith was mainly
dependent on the letter of the pentateuch. Comp. chap,
2. 31, All the more deadly, then, was the hypocrisy
which made their orthodoxy worse than useless, The
importance of this denunciation—in which some *.un-
prejudiced ™ critics, ignoring verses 37, 38, have traced
“faults of temper” and *“Jewish bitterness!'—
reaches far beyond the limited sphere of the Pharisee,
arraigning to all time the flend of religious hypocrisy.
VER. 23. Woe."™ Alas for you!" a ery of sorrow. 7ithe.
One of their innumerable points of casuistry, in which
lofty sclence the Pharisees rivaled Pascal's Jesuits,
‘T'he pentateuch (for example, Lev. 27. 30) was not very
explicit as to tithes, and the Pharisees either made dis-
tinctions for themselves or tithed all they acquired
Luke 18, 12 (R. V.). Merey. What an unfamiliar side
of the law to them! Yet it would seem that Balaam
saw it. Micah 6, 8, 7%e other. Even the trifles of the

tithing w 10t indifferent when really due to con-
sclence, V. 24. The creatures were both un-
clean.  Comp. chap. 19, 24, VER. 23, See Mark

T. ) Full from. The practice by which they flled
their own treasuries, VER. 20, Comp, chap. 7. 5,
The question of external cleanness cannot even
be considered until the purity of the contents
isassured. VER. 27. Tombs were whitewashed every

109
of law,
Persecute.  Comp, Acts 9. 1; 13. 50; 14. 19, ete

VER. 85, 'they were deliberately adopting the crimes
of history as theirown. Comp. chap. 27, 25, with Acts
5. 28.  Shed. Lit., *being shed ;" it still cried to
heaven. It was believed thut Zecharlah's blood wus
never stanched till the temple fell. From . . . to,
From beginning to end of the Jewish canon, in which
Chronicles stood lust. Comp. Gen. 4. 10, and 2 Chron,
24. 22, Son of Barachic™. Properly, this describes
the * minor prophet” so named, but the subject of
these words was son of Jeholada. Either 1) Jehofada,
Who died at 130, was grandfather of Zechariah; or
2) the patronymic, omitted in Luke 11. 51, and inone
great M8, here, is due to a copyist's confusion between
the two Zechariahs—helped perhaps by the memory of
@ Zacharias, son of Baruch, murdered in the temple
forty years later., Sanctuary. That is, the temple
building, the holy place and holiest. Altar, of burnt-
offering, iu the priests’ court. VER. 36. Read Josephus
to see how. VER. 37, Killeth . , . stoneth, Chap. 21,
35, Hen. Converts to Judalsin were sald to come
*under the wings of the Suekinah,” ViR, 38, Your
house, no longer mine. Jer. 12, 7. The word *d
late " here and in Luke 13, 85 is due to some copyist's
misunderstanding. Here (chap, 24, 1) he leaves the
temple fnally, as far as public visits are concerned, In
the solitary paschal night he may have led his disciples.
thither again for the discourse of John 15, (See West-
cott.) VER. 30, See. That is, as a teacher: henceforth
be only talked with his own., Blessed, Follow ing the
children they bad scorned, Chap. 21, 15,

Berean Methods,
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

It would be well to draw a disgram of the genera)
ground-plan of the temple, omitting details, and show-

year to save passers by from defl by stepping on
them unconsciously. Comp. Luke 11. 44. VER. 28, In-
iquity, strictly ** lawlessness," They the law's official
champions! Ver. 20. A Jewish suying deprecated this,
for the deeds of the righteous were their fittest memo-
rial.  Yet part of the temple offerings were definitely set
apart for the purpose, V. 30. Say, sincerely enough,
Men ravely wish to repeat their ancestors’ sins. Yetin
a few days they were about to ec pse them all,
Ver. 31. Sons. ves, the heredity was spiritual,
Ven. 82. Comp. Gen. 15. 16; 1 Pet. 8.49. The irony
of the sentence is like that of chap. 21, 45 and 50,
(R. V.). God's patience would only make them crown
their futhers' crimes, VER. 33 recalls the Baptist's de-
nunciation, ehap. 8. 7. Elijah and the Messiah had
come and gone, but they had not stirred a step to
“flee.”  VER. 34 What majesty in that emphatic 7/
In the earlier speech (Luke 11, 49) this ie said by the
“* Wisdom of God," a coneeption very near that of the
“Word of God,™ There is no reason for supposing it
thetitle of u lost prophecy, Scribes. He attacked the
degrudation of a noble office. The ministry of the
Jewish Church was to be revived. Prophets. Rare
men with an exceptional awakening mission, Wige
men, Versed in the practical wisdom of godliness,
Scribes.  Equipped for teaching by the study of the
word.  All alike were sent by Jesus, but with different
€ifts. Comp. Eph, 4. 11. The priesihood became the
privilege of all Christ's people. 1 Pet. 2, 9; Rev. 1.6,
5.10(R. V.) Kill. As Stephen and (indirectly) Jumes.
Acts 7. 50; 12. 2. (hucify. As Simeon, * brother "
of Jesus und successor of his martyred brother
James in the ** bishopric™ of Jerusalem, Scourge.
Comp. Acts 22. 19; 26, 11. Like modern mosques,

ing its courts and prominent buildings,  Puint out
thut Jesus probably taught in the court of the women,
«...Give n word-picture of the scene; the Saviour, the
disciples (Judas among them, watching'ior his ehanee )
the scribes, Pharisees, multitude around, ... Notice
now this rebuke and warning. It was given, 1) Boldly.
2) Publicly, before ull, not behind his enemics® backs,
They might have answered if they dured. 8) By one
who saw the heart, as we cannot see it, 4) Te rly,
und with love. It may be read in such tone ¢
8how no bitter, but a sorrowful, #pirit. 5) Notice, too,
that at the close he gives liope even for his enemie:
What now were the ius for which the Pharisees were
rebuked? Search the lesson, find them, and define
them....Show how the sume sins ure committed now.

... Notice the illustrations given in the lesson. Get
the schiolars to point them out and show their applica-
tion Wihat penalties are here numed as results of
i How may these penalties be escaped? See the
last verse of tiie lesson,

References, Freeman,  Ver. 27: Whitewashed
tombx, 702, Ver. 20 : Decorated tombs, 503, Ver. 34:
Discipline of the synagogue, 656.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

19. How does the Lord teach us by his Spirit?

All the Scriptures were written under the Holy Spirit's
inspiration: and he who inspired them will show their
meaning to such as humbly ask him,

20. What do you mean by the Holy Spirit's inspiration?

That he put it into the minds of holy men to write, and
instructed them bhow to writ.,
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Jesus is the only true One,

Little May had usked Jesus to

A live in ber heart; Gertie had

PR not. May could not be selfish

1 r or untrue, for she knew Jesus

H would not stuy with her if she

were. The way we can be

true is to take Jesus for our

| Truth. Ask him to come to

| our hearts and make them cleun and pure. Cull for
Golden Text, und impress it. -

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

ouG H Lesson Word-Plctures.

R
Tﬁ L\’ - A stir in the old cemetery. Simon, the Pharisee, is
P\ I standing before that sepulcher.
* It must be whitened,” he says, *‘ It shall be fair
“ and seemly.”
He wipes away the dust, and then beautifies with
! color. He continues to take away discolorations and
This is & Jesson on hypocrisy, or pretense, The 8av- | then whitens, till et last how fair seems the old sepul-
4our rebuked thix sin more than any other. It isrepre- | cher! Simon goes to another wemorial. **Some old
wented on the bourd us something to cover up the con- | prophet remembered bere!” he murmurs, ** Some-
dition of the heart. The all-seeing eye of God pene- | body stoned to death! Noble soul!"
trutes throuzh all pretense. e isnot deceived. Have | It s streaked by the raiu und aisfigured by the dust,
the scholars read the following Scripture selections : | but he scrapes and chalks, whitening patiently every-
Jer. 17.9; 13.23; 2. 22; Micah 6.6, 7; Isa.64.6; Psa. | where till the sepulcher stands out fair and comely.
49.7,9; 143. 2; Eph. 1, 7; 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. Simon goes through the cemetery. The sepulchers at
DirECTIONS PoR CoLoRs.  Ruys, white ; sereen, yel- | Jast are white as Hermon's drifts of snow.
Jow; heart, red ; words, white, shaded with blue. i Now, Simon. look within these sepulchers. He raises
some stony door, lets in a searching beam of golden
Primary and Intermedinte, | light that like a key shall unlock and reveal the mys-
Lesson Tuovenr. God knows the heart. | tery. But how quickly he lets that stone go back into
INtRoDUCTORY, Print * Pharisee™ on the board. | ity place, and with what a startled air he steps back !
"ralk familiarly about Pharisees, how they looked, : Only corruption and the bones of the dead within!
dressed, and ucted. The children will be interested in | Simon, Simon, that Is your hypocritical self. Who
hearing some of the minute wuys in which they | pays more tithes or makes longer prayers or is more
kept the law. Perhaps they will think them very scrupulous in wearing his phylacteries than you?
ood people to be ko careful about keeping the law of | And yet whose heart is more of a sepulcher in which
God. But Jesus called them by a strange name. | are corruption-heaps of avarice and injustice, dis-
(Print * Hypoerite™ on the board.) Jesus could not | honesty and impurity? Your grandfather helped
make & mistakey for he could see all that was in the | stone that old prophet, whose tomb you garnished, and
heurts of these men. if you had been alive in that day you would bave had
THREE QuEsTIONs. 1. Whatisahypoerite? 2. What | a stone for the poor old martyr.
A viper in the path! Just there at the base of that

Joex God think of hypoerites?* 3. How can we be true
an the sight of God* rock! Lookout! Don'tyou see him? His eyes are

1. Tell story of two little conkins, Gertie and May. | like a sleepy fire. He is lying motionless. But look
“T'hey botn belonged to & mission bund. Gertie in | out! He Is sly. He is stirring. He is raising his
A large, fine house, here. [Make »quare to for | head. He is protruding his fangs, and now he darts
Gertie's home.] May lived in this much #maller house, | furward. Ah, that old Pharisee has stung you!

“The children were usked to earn the pennies they gave, * . . b »
or gave them from money given them to spend. May A rabble in the streets,
always had xome pennies to give which she had earned. | Andsee! They are pressing hard some victim of
When the leader of the band asked how she ewrned | their spite, one who had faithful words for their sin,
them she woulll tell modestly,  Gertie was selfish. and | but would die to save them. They are hustling him
ted to please self first. So she did not earn or | away to some place of punishment! There, fast falls
save pennies, but a~ked mamma for them. Yet she | the cruel scourge on the helpless sufferer, or in a more
winted to seem to be ug unselfish as May. 8o, when | solitary spot he hangs upon the cross, his outstretebed
«he ueked for ten cents, or five cents, to take to mission- | arms pleading for merey. And there in the temple is
ary meeting, she would say, * Please give it to me." | Zacharlas, the son of Barachias, Between the temple
Then she would call it her own, and tell the teacher | and the altar he stands, and his persecutors like a
ahe saved it from her own money. She wanted to | pack of wolves fall upon him. Down, down, before
weem to he what she was not, unselfish and loving. | their blows, he goes, till at last bis bleeding face makes
Gertie was a hypocerite, or one who pretends, | in death its mute appeal to heaven.
2, Print “Woe" ubove * Hypocrite,” This means 4 . N "
sorrow and suffering. A hypocrite will surely be pan- And now witness our S8aviour saying last warnings
ixhed, beciuse God sees, if no ane else does. Show a | heartiess Jerusalem. He looks about him. He seems
gny. pretty box. Open, and ehow dirt and rags. This L {0 bring all the people before him in his all-compre-
18 like & hypoerite—fuir outside, but vile within. Je- | hending, loving look. It is like the mother-bird reach-
#us ¥ald to the Pharisees. * How can ye escape the | Ing out its wings to its ;oung. How they run to that
damnation of hell** Unless we are true, God cannot | shelter! And Christ with his great mother-heart
e pleased with us, | would bave gathered Jerusalem to his arms and shel-
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April 16.)
——
tered it from the flery storm of the future, But Jery.
salem turns from him. Jerusalem will thrust him out,
lift bim to bis cross, and leave him to the awtul lonelf.
uess of Calvary, to its darkness, to its agony, to its
death. And Jerusalem in turn shall be exiled from
hope und merey, A forelgn soldiery will ghrdle it aud
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shut it up to famine and pestilence. It shall hear the
thunder of war. It shall o down under the trampling
heel of the victor. 0 solitude and night and Woe, when
Jerusalem shall be an outeast, and, reaching up fts plead.
Ing hands, cry for the sight of him and call bim blessed
that cometh in the name of the Lord,

e s o

AD. 30, LESNON
21, 42.51, i('dﬁnmil Lo memory verses 42-44 ]
=1 42 Watch therefore ; for ye know
not what hour your Jord doth come,
43 But know this, that If the food-
* [man of the houss had known in what
|Watch the thief would come, he would
iave watched, und would' not huye

suffered his house to be broken up,
| 44 Therefore be ye also ready ; for
o————————-—in such an hour as ye think not the

Son of man mni:

45 Who then i a faithful ana Wise servant, whom his
lord hath made ruler over hig bousehold, to give them
weat in due season ?

On the ufternoon of the Tuesduy before the pass.
over, s0on after uttering the burning rebuke of the last
lessom, Jesus turned from the temple for the lust
time. Followed by his disciples he wulked out of the
Beautiful Gate, and across the marble flogr of the Court
of the Gentiles. Once more he passed under the
<olumne of Solomoy 's Porch, out of the Gate Shushan,
und into the valley of the brook Kedron. The disci-
ples called his attention to the gigantic stones in the
eastern wall; and the Saviour solemnly answered that
the time was near at hand wlhen every stone should be
overturned, and the stately house of God should become
u desolution.  Slow ly the little group elimbed the
Mount of Olives, and at ite summit paused to look once
more ypon the city, glowing under the setting sun. In
that hour Christ gave to his disciples un extended
propliecy of his own coming, of the fall of Jerusalem,

CHRISTIAN WATCHFULY Ess,

[April 13,
40 Blessed is that Servant, whom his lord when he
cometh shall find so doing.
Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him
ruler over all his
But and if that evil servant shall say in his beart,
My lord delayeth his comin, H
40 And shal] begin to smite his fellow-servants, and
1 eat and drink with the drunken ;
50 The lord of that servant shall come fn a day when
he louke'lh not for him, and in an hour that be is nos
are of

aw X
61 And shall cut him asunder, and a point him his
bortion with the hypocrites : there shall be weeplng

and gnashing of teeth,
General Statement,

and of the end of the world. In his address, events
hear and far are brought together, for his words
reached from the coming desolation of the city down to
the final judgment, The key-note of his warning was
the word ** wauteh,” He bade his followers be ready at
Any moment for the sounding of the trumpet and the
summons to the elect; but declared thut of that day
neither man nor angel, not even the Son himself, knew
the time, which -was locked in the secret counsels of
his Father's will. He bade them remember that his
kingdom was to be like & household, whose Master is
ubsent in a distant land, and whose Eervants are left
with their severa] duties, which they are to fulfill until
their lord returns at some lour unkrown und unex-
pected. 8o stands Christ's Church in expectunt at-
ttude, with face uplifted toward the heayens, say lifg,
** Even s0; come, Lord Jesus! "

Kxplanatory and Practical Notes,

Verse 42. Warteh, We are to watch overourselves,
1o keep our spiritual nature alert; agningt temptution,
that our adversary may not obtain advantage over us;
in the duty whiclh our Muster has introsted to us, gnd
for the coming of the Lord, For ye know not, That
Christ will come is an article of the true Christian
creed; and use we know not when he will come s
anargument for being alw ays ready, Your Lord doth
come. I'liere are three sen~es in which thi« EXpression
15 uded: 1. Christ came in the end of the Jewish state,
when the new dispensation fina) took the place of the
old. 2. He will come in the final success of the Gospel,
When all the earth shull be ey elized, 8. He will

a
<come finally in the judgment iy, to be seen by all
mankind. “In all of these meanings we find Clirist’s
coming or advent mientioned ) He

in these chaplers,
who lives aright is ready to meet his Lord,

43. But know this, Yo 40 not kno
but you may know this.” The good.

house.  Rev, Ver., * the master of the honse," Had
known in what wateh. The Romun division of time
from sunset to sunrise into four wiutches wis prevalent
among the Jewe. Euch wateh wits from two to three
hourslong.  The thief would come, Chirist often il-
I d the sudd

1 { 0/ hix
#econd eoming to the approach of thief, and 1he apos-
tles use ths «nme comparison in 1 Thess, 5, 2, wnd 2
Pet. 3.10. Hin house to be hroken up, Literally **to
be digged thiough,” a natoral expression whei v the
housex are lurgely huilt of mud cement, lh"nn:h
which a burglar eonld dig his way more easily than he
could force the door,

the hour;
n of the

44, Be ye also ready. We are not to look npon
the coming of the Lovd as that of wn enemy to he
feared, but of a friend whom we wonld welcome,

ould e prepared. This does not
Quire that Christians shonld alw 138 be tlking or think-
g of the Saviour's coming, butthat they should so

live as to be

tule elither the day, the year, ur
“hrist will come, ~ But it 1% just as foolixh, in tye
Scapture, to declure that lie will not cume,

45. Who then, The question comex 10 every djsej
ple, us u motive to fithfulness, A falihf aud wire
seevant.  Fuithful in the trust lefy With hi I Wi

hing over his master's interests,
Hig lord here ix (e Uy 101

Yho Ie the head of the Chureh: und the sery “NL s that
professed follower of Christ wiy by appointment, by
®ociul position. or by ability wields an jy fluence in the
Church. Over nis household, 7)o honseliold of
Christis his Chiureh on carth, ‘To give ¢ ' meat,
That ie, food. Let it be remembercd that t e yylers jn
the Chureh do not live for thefr own giin or bonor or
euse, but for the good of others,

hat servant, Ie wiiql)
loing his Muster's will: and e

led ) hix Muster's fuvor  Shal) find
And equally blessed hie who is ulways yeady,
even though s Lord does not come in his duy of |, je.

be blessed fn

47, Verily, e sentence with which Jeens was
wont to prefice an Important declaration, He shall
ranke bim ruler, Rey. Ver “ Will wet bim oyver all
thint he'hath.”  Phye in the parahije of the tulents the
fuithful servant ) I8 rewnrd, But how can a// the
{nithful ones he \ che fuct that
h; ll'lln Ikhlmlhmn "hl U] V% the bevefit
Orall the others® blegsj,. (2) n the divine pigl,
one loses by ancther's ga; P,

48, But andif. The Rey, Ver. omits “and." That
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evil servant, The professed disciple of Chy ist who
lives unworthily, or uses office in the Church for his
own advantage. Strictly speaking. such a oue is rather
 false than an evil servaut, Shall say in bis beart,
For all ovil thinking is evil speaking in the heart,
My lord delayeth his coming.  Thinking that his ab-
sent master cannot of will not eall him to account, he
hegins to transgress his commands. to neglect duty, to
use his position for his own advantage, and to wrong

hic fellow-servants, (3) If men really believed that |

Christ will come to execute justics they would not disobey |
him, (4) Thegerm of all evil-doing ts unbelief.

Shall begin to smite his fellow-servants.
rily, the application may be to Church oftic oy
popes und bishops, who “Jord it over Christ's
and wrong those under them. *But there is
a wider reference to all men, for all men are equally
responsible to God, and our fellow-men are our fellow-
servants, (3) 77

wmeet thely account in the judgment, as well as e ru'ed,
Drink with the drunken. Not only doing wrong
10 God's canse, but al iti
ziven by God in pleasi

asting the opportunities
and leading an unimal ex-

|

may be distinctions of rank among |
nen. but there are mone befne God. (6) Rulers must |

fstence, Thus three sins are luidat the door of thix evil
servant: unbelief, pride, and pleasure-seeking. There
have been periods in the history of the church on eurth
when this was but a faint picture of its condition,
rvant. The wicked serv|mx( has
| o

50. 'The lord ofthats
a lord, even though he does not know it. Sha
Men may disbelieve in Christ's coming, but
belief will not prevent it When he lookel
The unlooked-for coming of Christ will be a we
event to his true saints, but a day of terror Lo the un
faithful. To those who havg died or may die belore
the advent of Christ, he comes 1n their summous to an-
other world, and so this parable applies to all.

51. Shall cut his er. The'truel customs of
the ancient world, in which men were often sawn
asunder, are used (o represent the u&rltunl penaltics
which cannot be understood in our bodily state.
poriion w he hypoerites, Men who pretend
0 a godliness which they did not possess. Veeping
and goashing of teeth, The tokens of extreme
agony, which all must endure who knowingly disobey
their Lord’s will. There is no hint, in these words,
of another probation to those who have wasted the
opportunities of this life.

!

HOME READINC
M. Christian watchfulness. Ma't. 24, 36-41,
Tut, Beinning of the discourse. Matt. 24, 1-14,
. Continuation of the discourse, Matt. 34, 42-51.
Th, The Christian armor.  Eph. 6. 10-18,
Watch and remember. L 149,
Wateh and repent. Rev, !
Watchk and pray. Mark 1

GOLDEN TEXT.
And what Isay unto you | say uato all, Watch,
Mark 13, 37,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 107, Dominion Hymnal,

Stand up ! stand up for Jesus
Ye soldiers of the cross |

No. 128, Dominion Hymnal,
A charge to keep I have,
A God to glonify,

No. 103, Dominion Hymnal.
Am I a soldier of the éross,,
A follower of the Lamb?

TIME.—30 A. D. The Wednesday of Passion Week.
PLACE.—The Mount of Olives.
RULERS,. —Sameas before,

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.— Fidelity.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. ‘The Faithful Servant,

To whom were the teachings of this lesson directed?

What was the great duty that was here inculeated¥

Why were the disciples bid to ** wateh * ™

1ow had Jesus in this same teaching described his
own coming?

W hat impression did this figure, of a honseholder and
a thief, muke upon Peter? 2 Pet. 3. 10.

How did Peter explain the apparent long delay of
Christ's coming? 2 Pet. 3. 8.

What is the reward which earthly masters give for
fidelity?

Ty what parable did Christ very soon teach the nuture
of heavenly reward for fidelity?

2. The Evil Servant,

What will be the language of the unfaithful servant?

On what ground will he base his wicked nction?

Give the steps in wickedness which characterize the
evil servant,

Among whom does Jesus here class the intemperate,
or, us he ealls them, * the drunken?™

I there to be any mercy for such an evil servant?

What ix to be his portion?

Ix there n hint here of another opportunity for wateh-
ful and faithful service?

What is the evident teaching of Matthew's Gospel
concerning future punishment?

Practieal Teachings.

There is nothing more sure than that Christ is com
ing axgain.  Wemay not live to see him come in clonds
But to ench of ns lie will come?  When? We cannot
tell. ** Wateh therefor

Watchfulness will make us patient, taithful, honest
entle, temperate, discreet, guarded, and

n r fidelity, Here is weeping for in
fidelity. Which is yours? Ouce more, wateh

Hints for Home Study.,

1. Look at the prophecy in vers, 1 and 2 of this
chapter,

2, Find when this prophecy was fulfilled, und how.

3. Find what led to the discourse of Jes

4. Write down the things thut a watchn statione,
at a post of danger, onghi to be. For example, a fl
man at a railroad croseing ; or asentinel on a rumpart
or a picket outside n camp,

5. Find how many of these qualities are shown in
Christ's picture of the faithful servant.

6. Commit to memory ull these verses,
i d wnd learn three other texts which say
“ watch ™" besides ver, 42,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

| 1, The Faithful Servant,

| 'What duty is here urged ?
Why should we always watch?
What should we do besides watching ? Luke 21, 30,
What is said about the goodman watehing agalnst o

thief ?
What would he thus have prevented ?
For whit ought we to be always ready ?
What question is asked about a wise servant?
What servant is pronounced blessed ?
What honor will his lord give him?
What reason will he give for thus honoring his serv-
ant? Matt. 25, 21.
Upon whom fs the duty of watching enjoined ?
(GOLDEN TEXT.)
2. The Evil Servant,
What would an evil servant say?
To whom would he say this ¥
What eruelty would hé begin to practice
What bad company wou'd he keep ?
What surprise would overtake him?
What punishment would his lord inflict ?
| Where would he assign him his portion ?
What principle justiies this sentence ? Luke 16. 10.
Teachings of the Lesson.
‘Where in this lesson are we taught —
1. That the 8on of man is coming again ?
2. That no man knows when he will come
3 That we ought always to be ready for lis
coming ?
Hints for Home Study.
| Find a parable about faithful and wicked servants.
| Write out all the New Testament passages you can
! find about the Lord's coming again,
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QUESTIONR FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
What did Jesus tell his disciples? That some day
he was coming to judge the earth,
What command did he give thems Watch, for ye
now not what hour your Lord doth come,”
What word did Jesus leave for us? (Repeat Golden

When does a thief break into a house? When the
master does not know he is coming,

What could the master do if he knew the thief was
coming? Watch, and prevent all the trouble,

What will the coming of Jesus bring to all who are
not ready for himt Fear and trouble,

Why does he tell us to wateh ulways? That we
may be ready to receive him,

What will we do if we are witching und waiting for
Jesus? Keep our hearts and lives right in his sight,

What does Jesus call us? His servants,

Why? Because he has given us work to do,

Why does Je<us call the anfaithful servants hypo-

ht his work, because he is away,

What does he expect of ench one of us? To work as
honestly as If he were ding by,

When nay Jesus come? At any moment,

What will he bring to those who are faithful?
Blessing and honor,

What will the unfaithful servant receive at his hands?
Swift and terrible punishment,

Words with Little People,

There is a work for you to do,

It may not be what you like, but if God gives it to
you, you must accept it,

It mur be only little things he wants done lovingly
and well,

If you forget it or neglect it, if you do it tardily or
unwillingly, if you love your own ease best, you are a
wicked servant, and great will be {our punishment,

If you are faithful and eurnest, if you put work first
and self last, if you work for love of Jesus, you are a
wise servant, and great will be your reward.

.

THE LESsSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

at does Christ say might happen to the house-
who did not guard his house? It might be

1. Wh:
holder wh

roken up,

2. What did he say would happen to the evil servant
duty? He would be cut asunder,

m did Jesus teach lmT these two fllus-

trations? Therefore he ye also rea y.

4. What did he call such a one as was nlwn‘yl ready
for his coming ? A faithful and wise servani.

. Were these teachings meant for more than the
lwelv“e ll?: whom he spoke? ** And what 1 say unto
you,"” ete,

THE CHURCH CATECHISM,

40. What example does Christ's life afford us? An
example of perfect goodneas and holiness,

A1, What did Christ xoffer for us? ‘ He humbled
himself and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross.,” Phj), 2, 8,

42. Why did Christ thus suffer and die? To offer
to ‘::Ine rnnlu full atonement for the shus of the
world,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
Two Servants,
L Tae Farrnvos Servanr,
1. Watehful, * Wateh therefore.” v, 42,
* Let us watch and be sober," 1 Thess, 5. 6,
2. Wise. “ Faithfw! ana wise." v, 45,
* Asgood stewards," 1 Pet. 4. 10,
3. Working., *7p give them meat.” v, 45,
"' Be instant in season.” 2 Tim, 4, 2
IL Tur Eviy Sgrvawr,
1. Careless, * My lord aelayeth.” v, 48,
“In the last days scoffers." 2 Pet. 8. 8.
2. Haughty, « To smite.” v. 49,
* Lords over God's heritage." 1 Pet, 5. 3.
8. Dissolute, * Drink....drunken," v, 49,
*‘Couant it pleasure to riot.” 2 Pet, 2. 13,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEUPLE,
“ Watch!”

1. We should watch for the Lord's coming ; not try-
ing to find when he will come, but living always in
readiness for his coming. vs. 42-44,

2. We should watch as servants and stewards of
Christ over his cause, which he has left in our keeping.
Every one of us s, in some sense, a ‘‘ruler over the
household " of our absent Lord, v, 45,

3. We should wateh for opportunities of doing good
to our fellow-men, especially to those who are our fel-
low-servants toward Christ, v, 45,

4. We shou!d watch agalvst unbellef, which fs in dan-
&er of arising in our hearis because Christ does not
come, and his cause does not seem to be under his care.
To the eyes of most men the Lord does not seem to
watch over his Church, v, 48,

8. We should watch against selfishness and pride and
the spirit of self-seeking, regarding the world as made
for us, and men as existing for our commands, v, 49,

6. We should watch against living for pleasure
merely. God has placed life in our keeping not for
sellish enjoyment, but for the dolng of good. v, 49,

English T'eacher’s Notes.

Trere are three kinds of watching: 1, When
information reached King James I, of England that

# sudden blow was preparing for those who should ,

assemble on a certain day in the houses of Parlia-
ment, he immediately caused a wateh to be set, and
this resulted in the discovery of Guy Fawkes and the
*“ Gunpowder Plot.” That is the watching of cau-
tion. 2. 1f you were to enter a school-room whence
the teacher wax absent, and find perfect silence and
every head bent over the books and slutes, you
would say, * The teacher is evidently expected back
at any moment, the scholars are watching for him ;»
that is the watching of duty. 8. When the queen
of England passed through the street of her capital
on the ocension of her jubilee, crowds were waiting
to see her. They did not count the waiting time
long or dull, They listened eagerly for the distant
sounds of joy which told she was near at hand,
They were not distracted by other things. Every
ear, every cye was ready, That was the watching
of desire,

The two first form the subject of our Ppaasage
for to~day, The third is touched upon in the pas-
sage immediately succeeding it. But while the two
latter are illustrated from both sides, a double piet-
ure being given in each, it is not so with the first,
There is only one picture to illustrate that—the pict-
ure of the man who was unconscions of the approach
of danger. And there is a reason for this,

1. The pioture shows us the thief approaching the
unwatched house, and finding an easy entrunce,

For want of watching the dwelling of the careless -

owner is broken through (Rev, Ver.), and his prop-
ertystolen, He was not ready to meet the danger,
and therefore ruin has come upon him,

Thix is one picturs ofthe man who is not ready
when Christ the Lord returns, The Lord says,
** Behold, 1 come ax a thief.” Rev, 16. 15; see also 1

Thess. ver, 2; 2 Pet. 3, 10, But upon whom does
he thus comef * If, therefore, thou shalt not watoh,

e — S ———
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1 will come on thee as a thief.” Rev.3.3. Thisisa
coming frunght with terror and woe. The sinner who
would not seek pardon, the unc'ean who would
not be made clean (Rev. 22, 11), the unbelicver who
said, * Where isthe promise of his coming?” (2
Pet. 8. 4)—to these the coming of Christ will be the
knell of ruin, |
There is no reverse side to this picture.
Let & man take the alurm and fly to the eross for
«helier and wash his * robes in the blood of the
Lamb” (Rev. 7. 14), an| his watching necd not be
one of cautivn in the sense of fear—caution in the
fuce of danger. To hix own puople Christ does not
come **as @ thief.” 1 Thess. 5. 4. They may und
should tuke up the watching of duty and of desire.
9. The second picture hus two sides to it. On
the one xide tuere is the fuitutul scrvant, who in his
master's absence ix diligently attending to hi~ duties
—a picture variously prescnt d in daly

course, as they refer only to the first event. Compare
Mutt, 24. 8, where the phrase, “und of the end of the
world," occurs, with Murk 13. 1-4; Luke 21. 5-7, where
the fate of the temple and the ity is exclugively men-
tioned.—James Strong.

Cambridge Notes.

Despite the similarity which obviously exists between
this discourse and those in Luke 12 and 17, we are suf-
est in regarding them us distinet. Omw Lord seems 1o
have deliberately adopted the practice of contemporary
oral teachers in repeating his words on different occa-
gions, 80 u8 to impress them the move forcibly npon his
heurers, The present chapter contains some of the
darkest suying< in the Bible, but they lie muinly in the
fiest purt.  Especially the word * immediately,” in ver.
20, has been used very plausibly agninst our Lord's om-

isei , redueing xome apologi to desy shifts
of exegesis. All is made clear by thix anulysis, given
from Prof. Milli cing work on the

lifo: in the school-boy whose lesson is studied
ready for the teacher's comitg; the work-
mun whose task is properly performed when the
master’s back is turned; the duughter who keeps
every thing at home in good order during her
mother'’s absence. Thus the loyal servant of Christ
must be about his Mastei’s business because he ex-
peets his Master's return, and may look forward to
the blessing and the reward pronounced on him
« whom his Lord when he cometh shall find so
doing.”

The other side of the picture shows us ascene not,
alas! altogether unknown in ordinary life— he
servant who is unfuithfnl to his trust, who uses his
master’s grods a8 his own, ind utterly negleets his
master’s interests during his absence. Such a serv-
ant has his counterpart in muny u one who makes a
certain Christian profession, who takes the place of
a servant of Christ by acknowledging outwardly
the Lord's claim upon him, but whose life and la-
borand love ure spent on other things, while the
Master's business and the Master’s return are utter-
Iy left out"of xiht. To him the coming of Christ
wneans terrible and just retribution,

May each one take to heart the message of our
Golden Text, and wateh not as those in fenr of sur-
prise from an enemy, but as happy servants looking
for their Master's return to complete their work and
crown it with his approval.

The Lesson Council.

Question 7. What is meant by the coming of the Son
of man?

As generally and prophetically need by our Lord and
his apostles, it means the Judicial re-appearance of the
Messinh in a twofold sense, the nearer event being (18
wsunl in Seripture) typical of the later: 1. At the down-
fall of Jerusalem, and the consequent breuking up of
Jewish power. 2. At the end of the world. and the
fina determination of the destinies of all human heings,
These two thonghts are somewhat intermingled, but
never confounded, in this entire passage (Matt. 24.1-25,
46), the dividing line between them being at Matt. 25.
81, where Mark (13. 87) and Luke (21. 36) end the dis-

Apocalyy Vers. 7-14 present a
general outline of the history of the Church and the
world to the second coming. The gubject is then re-
sumed under two special aspects : the Church in her
relation 1) to the evil world, vers, 15-22; 2) to the
evil in herself, vers, 23-v8. In vers, 20-81 the
second coming is described, following *‘immediately
after " the world's last days. After ver. 6 all ref-
erences to the fall of Jeruwalem are strictly fypi-
cal. Finally, these traths are practically applied; first,
those relating to the question about the temple, vers,
82-135 (answer in vers, 4-0), and then those in the reply
concerning the consummation of the age, ver, 36; 25,
46. The Apocalypse is to be regurded as an inspired
expansion of this discourse of Jesus. For other points
Prof. Milligan‘e book xhould be consulted.
VER, 36 refers to the end of the dispensation whose
beginning is predicted in ver. 34. Neither the Son.
Comp. Mark 13, 82. Omitted by timid copyists in the
more widely read Gospel. Jesus ‘' emptied himeelf ™
(Phil, 2. 7) even of his divine knowledge (comp. Luke
2, 52,) but only of what was inconsistent with human
limitations, Mun, as such, cannot comprehend eter-
nity. He can only see the future in perspective, like
landscape seen from a high mountuin, contrusted with
the bird's-eye view. The God-man saw it with divine
clearness but with human perspective, We dure not
speculate further, only remembering that his limita-
tions must teach us our own. VER. 87. Comp. 1 Pet.
8. 20; 2 Pet. 2.5, As hefore that primeval world-judg-
ment, a faithful Church would be witnessing to an upos-
tate one—the Jerusulem of true believers to the Bubylon
of hypocrites, Protestant, pupist, or heathen. The
end presupposes (see Luke 21, 24, Comp. ver. 14 and
chap. 28, 19) that every Gentile knows the Gospel as
every Jew knew the law. VER. 38. The picture of &
careless and worldly life, VER. 89. That is would not
know. VERs. 40,41, Complete ontward similarity. com-
plete inward contrast, illustruted uleo in many parables.
Taken. As *‘elect™ (ver. 81). Mill. The common
Oriental hand-quern, worked by two women, usually
slaves, VER. 42. The precepts have a twofold ap-
plication. Individually we wateh for his coming at
denth: as members of the Church. for the end. The
Church ean never know ** on what kind of day ** he com-
eth, and must constantly prepare. Vers, 38, 48, s9¢.
Mark 13. 30. describes aspects of the mystical Babylon,
VER. 43. Comp. Rev. 2, 3: 16, 15; 1 Thess. 5. 2, 4
2 Pet.8.10. The householder did not even know the
| thief was coming at all, or he would have wasched.
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Why should Christians need warning more exact?
For the word “watch" (unconnected with the verb
“ watched ') see note on chap, 14, 25, Broken. Lit,,
“dog." Oriental houses were most easily entered
through the earthen or loose stone wall, VER. 45, This
slave wasasteward (Luke 16, 1), intrusted with the gen-
erul oversight and especially the feeding of the slave
household.  Note the spiritual application, A definite
Christian ministry is not exclusively or even mainly
intended. VER. 46, 8o ** watchfulness" {g active, a
keeping awake for duty, Vgg, 47, Comp. Luke 19, 17,
19; chap. 19. 28; 2 Tim, 2, 12; Rev. 20. 4. Note
that every falthful steward has this authority given
him: the rule of one does notexclude another. Comp,

the race, in which all win the prize. The reward con- |

sisted In the opportunity of higher service. VER. 48,
Comp. Psa. 10,4 and 11; 2 Pet. 8.4, Vgr, 40. Begin,
Thought at once becomes action, The Dark Ages illus-
trate this verse abundantly. Vgg.51, Cut him asunder,
Comp. 1 Chron, 20.3; Heb, 11, 37 (of the traditional
wmartyrdom of Isafah). He fs treated as a *double-
minded " hypocrite. (Jas. 1, 8, Unless we adopt the
marginal rendering we must Suppose in this word and
the following clauses the letter of the parable gives
way to the spirit, describing the sinner's continuance
among those he resembles, The closing words point to
the same reality as chap, 22, 13, ete. (see note there),
Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,
Describe the departure of Jesus from the temple, and
®ive an account of his discourse on the Mount of Olives,
+++8how In what senses he used the expression, ** Com-

dng of the Lord.”. .. .Find in this lesson and the verses |

of the context what we are w wateh for, and what we
are to watch against. ... What should be our spirit in
looking for the coming of Christ !....How should we
act fn viewof it?....What sins are warned against
In this lesson?.... ILLUSTRATIONS, Army defeated be-
Cause one man on guard was asleep ; ship lost because

the watcher was careless; train wrecked by flag-man

failing to give the right signal, ete....Persian poet
Wrote :
** A thousand years one poor man watched
Beside the gate of paradise,
But wiidle one little nap he snatched
It oped, and shut—ah! was he wise Al
In " Rabbi Karshook's Wisdom," by Robert Browning
** Would a man 'scape the rod?’
Rabbi Ben Karshook saith,
*8ee that he turn to God
The day befove his death,"
*Ay. could a man lnqulré
When it shall come | * I say.
The Rabbi's eye shoots fire—
*Then let him turn to-day.'"

References, FRrEEVAN,
le;i; house broken up, 415. Ver, 51: Cutting asunder,

CATECHISM QUESTION,

21. How is it proved that the Holy Spirit inspired the
Old Testament Seriptures?

Chiefly by the words of our Lord and his Apogtles,

Matthew xxil. 43. He saith unto them, How then doth
David in the Spirit call him Lord

2 Peter i, 21, Men spake from God, being moved by
the Holy Ghost,

Ver. 43: Night-watches,

| Blackboard,
| BY J. B, PHIPPS, B8Q.

WTH MY [AMP
TRIMMED AND BURNING:

This 18 a lesson on watchfulness, The lamp repre-
sents duty, and it shoull be always kept trimmed and
burning ; thutis, we should he doing our daty in nll the
wulks of life, performing the work God has given us to
do, whether it be great or little, ** Blessed i« that serv-
unt whom his lord when he cometh shull find xo doing.”
We must be able to respond to the summons, * AN
ready ' and not cry for more time. Be ye ready.

Direcrions. If this etyle of lamp is too difficult to
draw, make a parallelogram, and write the
word * Lamp|" on it. Underneuth draw a long line; at

| one end write Working," and at the other end
| *Duty," thus representing the line of duty. If you ean
| use both sides of the blackboard, leave this. design to
| use with next Sunday’s lesson,

S Lesson Word.Pictures,

| Ttisnight, How dark itis around the house! There
| has been an invusion of the neighborhood by thieves,
| Master of the house, you would do well to watch to-
| might! The robbers may come any hour!
** No danger just now," he says; “Iwill
wateh by and by,"
| Ttix eoon a silent, slumbering household, No noise
but the heavy drip of the dew falling from leafto leuf of
the shrubbery in the shadowy court. It seems so pence-
ful, retired, secure. But hark! Do you hear those
| suspicious sounds, those muffled, stealthy blows? It s
| some one slyly breaking through a walll Awnke, mas-
ter, awake! 0, no; he is dreaming of peace in the
midst of invasion. Those blows are more pressing and
numerous. Awnke, master, awnke! Some one ha- en-
| tered the house! A robber Is rifling your treasures! A
| plunderer is filling his arms. A sneak i8 crawling
| back through the walll Awake, awuke! Too Inte!
In the morning the muster rubs his eyes, confusedly
| sees that hole, and then gives the alarm,
| LA - * » L I

sleep—and

- L
They rise side by eide. those homes where the stew.

ards, Faithful and Faithless, have charge of the estates

| of thefr abeent lords,

My master may come any day! " exclaime Faithful,

Tmust deal justly with my faithful servants, The
flelds must be well tilled, AN obligations must be met,
My aceonnts must he ready for examination,"

| And then what joy to have the muster come! At last
he is here! Hewaddenly has come! It is the twilight
hour. The sun i flushing the hills with glory. The
contented luborers come from the fields singing their
happy harvest songs and bringing their sheaves with
them. Itix a stewardship of loving eare, Without,

! thrift and peace, Within, a good conscience, Rise,

| w
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happy servant! Thy master has come to sup with
thee, to honor thee, to crown thee with his golden
“Well done! ™

But Faithless, this very day he has been sneering at
the idea of his master's return, F

“The master coming to redress thy wrongs, dost thou
afirm? " he says to a child of lubor. * Thy hire is not
paid to thee? Take that, and that, and that!™

Again and again he swings the lash. He leaves &
mourning fellow-servant behind him and harries .0 the
banquet room. Who there will moan to him of hire
held back, of obligations neglected, of fields unreaped?
Who here will tell him the master will return? He
sneers again at any thought of the speedy appearance of
that absent Lord.

“ Now for the banquet!" he cries, * Bring out the
dishes that are richest. Set forth the rarest viands,
the costliest wines. The master coming! Ha,ha! No
sign ofthat. We will be merry, fellow-banqueters! "'

The feast goes on,

The rioters toss off their cups. The mad laugh
mounts to the ceiling. Who hears the murmur of the

'dhclpln. [how many had he?] and went to this mount-

ain. He had something to tell them.

We are Jesus's disciples if we ure trying to learn of
him. He has something to tell us to-duy. Who wints
to hear it? Who is willing to come away from play,
from every thing, and be alone with Jesus a little
while, to hear what he will say to us?

THE GOOD RERVANT.

Tell the story (with enough detail to keep the Inter-
est of the children) of & man who had w great house,
with many people living in it. He hitl to go uway, so
he put one of his servants in charge of the house, nnd
told him what to do. He said, ** I will come back some
day,” and then he went away. Tell how the servant
thought of his master's words, and tried to act euch duy
as though the master were there. When the muster
came he wus pleased, and gave the good servant who
was faithful a reward.

THE EVIL BERVANT.
Again the master went away, and left his house in the

care of a servant, For a little while the servant did as
the master told him to do: then he said, ** It will be a
Inborer whose hire has been withheld? Who catches | loug time before the master will come,

and he begin

A
the m>an of him that the scourge has bruised? Let the | to be careless and neglect his work. He thought of

feast go on, merrier, louder, madder!
* But look!

| himself and his own pleasure, and forgot his master,
One day the master came, when the servant wis not

Why fs that look of sudden surprise in the face of the 4y iy ing of it, and found things all wrong, because the
faithless steward? Why does he drop hiscupt WhY .4 servant had not obeyed. Then there was sorrow
does he stare with awe-struck eyes at the door of the g4 yrouble. Disobedience always makes trouble.

banquet hall?

There stands his lord and master! He has just re-
turned.

Come off from thy luxurious couch, O Faithless!
Stand before the master with his eyes of fire that
search and burn! Tell of thy fellow-servants beaten!
Tell of thy laborers defrauded! Tell of thy fields un-

ted! Tell of quandered, of trust be-
trayed, of stewardship despised!

0, day of reckoning when the Master returns sud-
denly!

Primary and Intermediate.

Lresox Tuovent. Walching for Jesus.
Ix . Make a on the board.
Print * Mount of Olives." Let some child point out

this mountain on the map. Tell that Jesus took his |

—— -

LESSON IV. THE TEN VIRGINS,

A.D.30.]
Matt. 25. 1-18, [ Commit to memory verses 10-13.]
u i mw 1 Then shall the kingdom of heav-
i en be likened unto ten virgins, which
8¢ SR took their lamps, and went forth to
o meet the bridegroom.
N 2, And five of them were wise, and
"m] I five were foolish.
3 They that rere foolish took thelr
X \ llmp and took no ofl with them :
4 Bul
vessels with tuelr lamps.
5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered
and slept.
6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the
bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet hirm.

t the wise took oil in their

General

Jesns is still sitting with his disciples upon the Mount
of Olives, He has been giving to them solemn warn-
fnge of events to come, and, As in & diseolving view.
things far and near have been brought together—the
destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the world; for
in the divine perspective a thousand years are but ue

WHO WILL WATCH POR JESUS?

Make outline of n tower, or pin
up a picture of one. Tench that
all are servants of the gren Uod,
He has given each one something
§ to care for, and he I8 coming rome
day when we do not look for him.
Then he will see if we are doing
his work as he told us to do It

— f we are watching for Jesus we
will think of his words and obey them. But if we do
not watch we shall forget what he said and do as we
please. Little children need to watch for Jesux, In
their play as well as in their work., If we forget him
we shall be selfi<h, disagreeable, unloving. What if
Jesus should come some day when we are angry!
Watch for Jesus!

[April 22,
7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their

lamps.

8 And the foolish sald unto the wise, Give us of your
oil; for our lamps are gone out.

But the wise answered, saying, Nof #0 ; Jest there he
not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them
that sell, and buy for yourselves.

10 And while they went to buy the hridegroom came;
and they that were ready went in with him to the mar-
riage: and the door was shut,

11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying,

rd, Lord, open to us.

12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you,
1 know you not.

18 Watch therefore ; for ¥e know nefther the day nor
the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.

Statement.

pictures—the parable of the ten virgine, and of the
talents, and the scene of the last judgment, which is not
a parable, but a prophecy. The first of these pictures
is our lesson. In it we see the Oriental wedding-purty
atarting forth with songs and musical instraments from
the bride's house for that of the bridegroom, On its

one day. He closes his warnings with three impressive

way it pauses at some friendly mansion where thé
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bridesmaids are awaiting it. Ten girls are there as-
sembled, each with her lamp ready to Join the proces-
sion on its arrival. The hours of evening pass, and the
bridegroom deluys his coming, until all full asleep.
“They ure awakened by the herakls of the throng, and
bastily prepare to take their places. Euch one rises
and trims her lamp, Half of them find their lamps are
going out, and they ask their companions to supply
them; but that cannot be, for each has only enough for
berself. Those who need must go and buy, or be leftin

darkness. They hasten, hoping to reach the bride-
groom's hall in time for the feast; but they fail. Those
whose lamps are burning enter in; and us the banquet
begins the outer court is shut, And it cannot be opened
to admit those who were not ready when the bridal
party passed their door, Thus does Christ present the
important lesson that those who would enter in with
him to the marringe supper of the Lamb;must obtain
the oil of grace before his final coming,

Explanatory and Practical Notes,

Verse 1. Then, At the time of the Lord's coming,
and of the end of the present dispensation, wlready re-
ferred to. The kingdom of heaven, God's adminis-
tration of affuirs on'the enrth in relation to the sal.
vation of men, which is the uim in all God's dealings,
The expression may here mean, what it does not
always mean, the church on earth,’ Fen virgine, Ten
bridesmaids, the usual number ut A marriage in the
bigher classes of the Orient, Here they represent the
Church, the recognized and professed followers of
Christ, or, us Abbott suys, * the disciples as they appear
to the world.” 'Took thelr lnmps, The weddings of
the Eust are generally held in the evening, and each
guest brings his own lamp or torch, us the streets nre
not lighted. Went for to meet. In the Oriental

6. At midnight, The rable purposely represents
the call at this hour, which was later than in most
marriage feasts, and therefore all the more unex-
Pec . There was a ecry made. The call of the
heralds in the bridal procession, representing the shout
and the voice of the m'hln'zel at the coming of the

rd. 1 Thess. 4. 16, Behold, the bridegroom, |t
¢ame to the Jews in the Roman invasion, when the
few who were wise made their escape ; it comes to the
Church in every revival and awakening; it will one
day by upon the ears of all men when Christ ap-
L\ean;; 4nd, in u sense, it comes to every man in the
our of death. #

4 7. Then all those virgine arose. Until the sud-
len

custom of marvinge, the by N by
his friends, goes to the bride's house, ix welcomed by
the bride and her maidens, and then nll set forth to-
®ether in joyous procession to the bridegroom's house,
where u feast is held, which often lasts a week or
longer. Sometimes the bridesmaids wait in a body at
some house on the way, and Jjoin the procession when
the groom, the bride, and the party puss by, Tl
bridegroom. Here representing the head of the
Church, the Saviour of the world, coming in his glory.
Notice how muny of the illustrutions of Christ’s
Church are pictures of Joyful scenes—g Bupper, a mar-
ringe, u triumphal procession. (1) God's people are the
Ahappy ones of earth,

2. Five of them, We do not think that uny stress
1# to be laid on the number or the proportion.
have been ages in the Church when a larger number
than ut other times were wise. (2) 7%¢ greater Question
ds not * How many are wise,” but * Am 1 among the
wise?" Were wise, Thoughtful of the future. und
ready for it, a8 is every one who by faith in Christ and
thronigh the enjoyment of gruce prepares for n life be-
yond.  (8) The wise man is he whose ‘)Iamv reach beyond
the L state. Five were foolish, Here referring
to those who outwardly belong to Christ's Church, bat
inwardly have no spiritual life; professors, but not
Possessors, of divine grice. (4) one who sits in
<lurch or Sunday-school belongs to one or the other of
two classes. .

3. Foolish took thelr lamps. The ancient I“"K
Was not unlike a mouern gravy-dish, with u wicl

fastened in its month, In the bridal procession it was
held up on a handle as a torch. The best interpreta-
tion is that which regards the lamps in the parable as
the ontward appearance of Christinns, their profession
and influence. But this depends upon the oil, which
represents the epiritnal en
of God in the heart.
ha snch oil as was already burning in the lam:
ficlent for u time. but none for future needs, (%

iralamp mll}uml'oll, and what is a disciple without | 0d the;

grace in the heart

4. The wise took oll. As the hour of the bride-
®room's coming was uncertain, {hey showed fore-
thought in taking an extra supply for the replenishing
of their lamps when he should #| pear.  (6) Grace for
yesterday wm not answer for lo- ; we must have a
Iresh supply for returning neede. How can we obtain
needed grace? Throngh “the means of grace *'—
pm‘;er. the Scriptures, the public and social services
of God's house, und the sacraments,

5. While the bridegroom tarried, A hint that the
Saviour's coming was not to he us soon n8 it was ex-
vected, They all slumbered and slept.  As hoth
Wise and foolish were sleeping, we may infer that there
was nothing wrong in this condition, which &imply rep-
Tesen's ignorance of the time when Christ comes,
(1) He who has Imepmmnr iz Lord's coming is truly
Walching for it, even w, sleeping.

y arose, all seemed alike. But the
moment of surprise revealed the true character of each
one., Trimmed their lamps. While they had been
sleeping their lamps had been burnlmf. and now the
wicks required lrlmmlng. and the oil
8o when Christ comes, whether in an hour of awaken-
ing, at death, or in the Judgment, each soul must see
Whether it is ready to meet him,

8. The foolish sald, Their f, s in
their lack of for that hour of the bride-
groom's coming. They were people of the present
hour, not of the future, Give us of your ofl, Just'so
many a dying man has appealed to his Christian neigh-
bors for lielp which they cannot give. Our Inmps are
kone out. ~ Rather, as Rev. Ver,, “are golug out ™
for want of the oil, which must be freshly given.
(l:l l; ’mzl this a picture of what qften happens after a re-
viva

9. Not so ; lest. Rey, Ver,, ** peradventure. Not
enough for us and you. It was not just to ask them
to give up what they had provided against an hour of
need to those who had .nade no provision, when they
would lose their all by the surrender. And, in the in-
terpretation, no person can impart his supply of grace
to another, The Christian father cannot give salvation
to his son, nor can the loving wife save her husband,
Go ye rather to them that sell, ‘The Interpretation
of this 18 to be found in Isa. 55.1. God is the merchant
olhhelv:nly blessings, but he gives them freely to all
Who ask.

10. While they went to buy. Probably at such an
hour they would find the shops closed and the ofl not
he obtained. We can only infer from this that there
are times when it s too late to seek God. hether
Any soul ever desires toseek at such times we know not,
They that were ready. In being ready consisted
their wisdom. They had prepared for this hour, and
their preparation was not in vain, W ent in with hMm
to the marriage. They went in with the bridegroom ;
nt in to the marriage feast. The presence
t and the communion of saints are the two
highest privileges of the redeemed in the heavenly
The door was shut, The door of oppununlllz

may be open long, but there comesa time When it

closed forever.

11, 12, Afterward came, They came in the dark,
they came alone, and they came in vain, pen unto
us. We are not warranted in inferring thut God re-
fuses to give sulvation to uny who call upon bim; but
we do find here nothing that Suggests a “‘ future Lroba-
tion.” 1 know you not, None ure recognized ar be-
longing to the heavenly company who nre witkout the
light of holiness and the oil of grace. (9) We must get
our oil in time if we would sit down at the feast.

13, Watch therefore, Not meaning ‘‘ keep nwake
always." but **be nlways rendy.” Ye know neither
the day nor the hour, " And hence it behooves us to be
ready on all days aud at every hour,
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.. | 5. Make anote of such things us you waut to know
e Th?::;‘l:ﬁlr;l'nl:Al;d'x::'% 1-18. about, and caunot find avy thing about. Give it 1o your
Tu, Always rendy. Luke 12. 81-40. teacler.
N e btor. & 118, | QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS.
v Wisdom and folly, Matt, 7. 21-20. 1. The Wise.
8. The Lord's coming. 2 Pet. 3. 8-14, ‘With what comparison does the lesson begin?
8, Open und shut. Rev. 3. =18, For what purpose did these ten people set out?
How many of lhemhwwa wl-e‘? ’
EN TEXT. What shows thut they were wise
And they that .i?:‘anrelly went in with him to R!:“ the b"'ﬁ"““'"‘" :“'l'"°' what did all do?
o e I aroused
the marriage ; and the door was shut. Matt. 25, 10. &;h;?c‘:;y' :h{ ilf“él)l ,‘;e:”
| at then did all do¥ -
RENSAN:BEREN. Wh‘en the hridegroom came, who went in with him®
No. 456, Dominion Hymnal. (Ga;,n:nh’l‘lx'r.) s
“ essed hatthen occurred?
oo'f.n:;: :ll‘:,m{o::e‘;t:}“" youth,” What will they do who are wise? Luke 12. 35, 36.
l.ﬂ'l‘he rwl:"hl'l it ey
ow many foolish virgins were there
s - v - TR RS EIAT ien
2 int midnight request iey muke of the wise
1 would yield my heart to thee, What did the wive reply?
What happened while they were gone to buy oil?
No. 68, Dominion Hymnal. | a::wn th"a',\‘ lae'l‘;ar:edbulv(l;ll did lheyknuyyf
Come, every soul by sin oppressed, hat reply the bridegroomn muke
9 .y Wi What does this story enforce?
There's mercy With the Lord. Wiy onght we to witeh?
'_;_I'IME. PLACE, RUE.BI!I!. AND CIRCUM- How does Jesus say he will come? Rev, 16. 15.
ANCES.—The same as in the last lesson.
Teachings of the Lesson,
DocTRINAL SucarsTION. ~True wisdom, Wherein this lesson ure we taught—

| 1. Thatitis necessary to make preparation for heaven?®

QUESTIONS FOR BENIOR STUDENTS. | 2 That we ought to be ulwnys ready for heaven?
1. The Wise, 3. That one may be too late in getting ready?

li;romd\ﬂm:lu:‘utnm lIa lh|e urohn! onlr l‘e-uzn ‘drav’vn! Hints for Home Study.
ow the five wi<e virging show their wisdom? |
What does the taking of oil show concerning the F{‘"dr"’{:“h sf‘,"{"““ characters who may be likened
mvhllll;: r‘: h&:‘ﬁ;;;‘;::mmﬁ in this lesson and the w;"‘ed wo p:""‘:'::"" Scripture which show us that
lust Christ depicts ns um«puhie to God? the present ix the only time we have in which to get
What were the advantuges which the action of the | Teady for heaven.
'l;'l v(rglr;‘n secured for mp.n:_! e
‘rom what annoyanccs or fears were they deliver o
What is meant h;’ the tarrying of the bridegroom? | QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.
In the present day who ure represented by the wise Where were“:he ten \'Imln-"rnh‘l:." To meet the

br m e s
R ik | "\What did the wise virgine do® They took oil with
'.szcdhnh:r:\olllh virging show their folly? the 9 Koy thete lnmpe Sliled anginirming,
What does their action show concerning their char- them ,.,","2,,‘:‘.‘,‘;‘:’,}!;':_"“" Forgur- Taiinhe: ail wiis
acter? g Ji
What trait of character is shown by their request in mﬂ:amng did they walt for the bridegroom? Unilf
ver. ”
wWhul, must have been their state of mind while going .,,:f".‘,‘:.;,{;',”:;'.'.’.'_ awakened them? The eervants of
huy V' AR -
m;ll‘o'wlml mortification were they subjected by their ﬂ:,‘;h:'i,w‘:.'.::::‘{nmnﬁ:z:‘:.im.:'.l IR HRRgTaN 2ol
y? T
18 there any hint here that the door was ever opened? mﬁ:";:mm,""uy' 951 T WAy ATRe A L
To whom h‘l the present day can we compare the For what did the foolish a<k the wise? For oll, to
foolish virgins? keep their lamps from golng our.
What ximilarity do you discover hetween the ending | = what did the wise reply? ** We have not enough to
ol‘;}nlh lesson and t':le hrj(h\‘lﬂnﬂ «rw the‘;n-: ungrrd ¢ give you ; go and huy for yourselves.”
it great trut must have formed the burden ol . ']
theds tenchings of Christ? Who came-while they went to buy? The bride.

groom,
Who went with him to the wedding? The wise vir.
Practical Teachings, gins, whose lamps were trimmed and burning, (Re-

There are wise ones in the worll, There are also peat Golden Text.)
foolish ones, The wise reap reward. The foolish suf- Who were shut out? The foolish virgins,
fer loss, Who refused to iet them in when they came back?

It is of no nse to huy oil after the hridegroom comes,  The bridegroom.

Preparation for the coming of Christ i an individoal Why did Jesus speak this parable to the disciples?
affair 3 it eannot be passed on from one to another. 1 'Fo teach them 1o be ready for him when he came,
cannot have oil enough for you nnd me both, No other How may we be ready for his coming? We must
man’s righteousness will huln you. watch, lest we neglect our duties, und pray for

I8 your lamp trimmed? There was a door that was | God's love in our hearts,

;I:ntdon lh;houliull‘ \':r‘?lnnl. Jesus himself says the |

ngdom of heaven i< ike that, | Words with Little People,

W n::}J;‘;',J'::,'l ,“-."h the Bridegroom, or will he 8ay, | 0. a6 like the wise virgins if you are ready to meet
Je<us now; if you are watching und praying for your-
Hiais for Home Study. self und others: if you ave faithful in little things as well

1. Begin hy carefully reading this lesson three times ::‘;":"I-"':""‘: Lol if you are trying to be brave and un-

m};ﬁmm thoughtfully, and with a purpose to re- Y|"u “““k."‘; foolish ‘"ﬂln!“lf .!0“ are careless
3 i land d dient 10 Gov i

¢ 0 s ¢
2, Now tell it over as accurately ns you ean without ‘,"' love your own pleasnre and comfort: if you are

the aid of the book.

afraid to have Jesus come now.
Hn»‘:. Write five questions, next, oneach partof the Outr * Look, therefore, carefully how you walk, not a« un-
. Now compare these questions with the questions ™% "’I","," wise, redeeming the time becuuse the days
of the Question Book. are evil.
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THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

1. How does Ch strate the principles of the
Ingt lesson? By the pi le of the ten virgins,

2. In what respect were they alike? They all took
lamps and went forth,

3. In what respecis did they differ? Five were pre-
pared, five were not,

4. What was the result of the wise prepuration of
the firet? They went in to the feast.

5 W

(] lmyp «d while the fooli<h tried to repair
their mistake? ‘¢ rhe door was shut,”
THE CHURCH CATECHISM,

43. How ure we benefited by Christ's resurrection?
He rose for onrJu:llnuHon. and ascended to ihe
right hand of God, where he ever liveth to make in-
tercession for us,  Row, 4. 25; Eph. 1.20; Col 8.1,
Heh, 7. 25,

'-lll.' Did Chriet make this atonement for all mankind?
By the grace of God he tasted death for every man,
Heb. 2.9,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Elements of the Parable,
L Tux Bripecroos.
To meet the bridegroom. v. 1.
*Thy Maker is thy husband." Tsa, 54. 5.
* Christ is the head of the Church," Eph. 5. 23,
IL. Tne Wise Vireixs,
Five of them were wise. v, 2,
**As n chaste virgin to Christ.” 2 Cor, 11, 9,
“Your lights burning.” Luke 12. 85,
111, Tre Fo uisn Virerss,
Fodlish. .. .touk no oil. v, 3,
** A form of godliness.” 2 Tim. 3. 5,
* Huve not the Spirit of Christ.” Rom., 8.9,
IV. The Laups,
Took their lamps. v. 1.
“Ye are the light of the world,” Mutt, 5. 16.
*‘Shine us lights in the world.” Phil, 2, 15,
V. Tue O,
Oil in their vessels. v. 4,
*The carnest of the Spirit." 2 Cor. 1. 0,
*That holy Spirit of promise," Eph. 1. 13, 14,
VI Tuk Warnivo,
While the bridegroom tarried. v, 5.
*“Yet a little while," [Ieb. 10. 87,
“One day...,thousund years.” 2 Pet. 8. 8,
VIL Tuk Cry.
Behold, the bridegroom cometh, v. 6.
*The Lord himself shall descend.” 1 Thess, 4. 16.
**In w moment....last tramp." 1 Cor. 15, 52,
VIIL Tue Marriace.
Wentin. ..to the marriage. v, 18,
“Thé marriage of the Lamb." Rey. 19, L
“Will sup with him." Rev, 3, 20,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Lessons of the Parable,

1. The Saviour stands in very close and tender rela-
tion to his Church, as close a8 that of the bridegroom
to his bride. How deep und Atrong his love must be!

2. Notull of those who helong to (he Church are true
members of it. Some are wise, and have a genunine,
enduring, epiritual life; others nre dixciples only in
name and appearance, the foolish virgins,

3. The difference between the true and the false, the
Wise and the foolish, {s not shown at once. There are
miny who seem to be Christians, but are not, God
knows them, thongh man may not,

4. The difference is revealed in £ome moment of trial,
and it will he shown when the Lord appears. Not all
the virgins will go in to the marringe,

5.

Each must obtain for himself the oil of God'sgrace,

for no one can give it to another, no matter how much
he muy desire to do so.

6. If we do not ubtain God's grace here, it will be too
late for us to obtain it herealter; for then the door wilk
be shut,

English Teacher’s Notes.

Whaex in the hubit of traveling in London by the
Metropolitan Ruilway it was more thun once my log
10 husten down the long stuircase which led to the
depurture plutform only to ind the gate ut the bote
tom shut. 1 huve swod there und xeen the lutest
passengers taking their pluces in the train which
was just ubout to start, but I could not join them
that barrier shut me out, 1 might huve been but
two minutes after time, but it was all the sane as
if [ had Veen longer: the gate would not open for
me, und I wus left behind,  And why lefu?  Not be-
cause I did not wish to go; 1ot because I did nto
intendd to go; but becuuse I wus 100 lute,

Our Golden Text for to-duy rightly eoncentrates
our uttention upon the erowning act in the history
which the parable relates, * They that were ready
went in with Lim to the marriage, und the door wus
shut.”” Two words, or ruther ideas, are here prom-
inent: ready, and shut, Let us look finst at the
latter of the-e.

What wax it that was shut ¢ Thedoor of the house
where the festivities were tuking pluce which necom-
panied an Eustern marriage. It was net long open, It
opencd only o red-ive the bridegrcom and the bride,,
with their attendunt train, The * virgins " could
not have tuken their place beforehand, and there
have awaited the arrival of the pair. The door
must be entered when the proper moment cume,
and those who did not enter then found it hopelessly
closed avwinst them, No matter how fixed hadk
been their purpose, nor how real their desire to be
of the party mssembled inxide, they faund them-
xelves left out of the joy and the brightness, The
opportunity was lost, aud conld not Le regained,

Now what docs this door signify 7 Not the door
of God’s merey, which is open night snd day, and
has been open since man first fell, but the door of'
entrance into bliss, That is not always open,
You cannot go in when Yyou please and secure your
seat. It opens at the moment of death for God’s.
runsomed ones, and they enter with Christ. Comp.
2Cor. v. 8. And it will open at the glorjous
moment when he eomes again, and they that are
ready “sha’l go in with him " to joy eternal. But
we cannot tell the day nor the hour, Thereforo it
behooves those who desire to enter to wateh and be
ready,

Now what constituted readiness in the case of the
“ten virgins ¢ The bridul procession took pluce
at night, and it was necessury to carry lamps or
torches, The bright flame was not only to light
the way, but was a symbol of joy and gladness,
Moreaver, it was the sign that they were invited
guests,  Strangers who might chance to pass would
say on noticing them: ¢ Ah, they are wuiting for
the bridegroom ; they are to share in the festivi~
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ties.” But it was not enough to have lamps in
their hands. The five foolish virgins had these
equally with the wise. Nor was it sufficient to have
them once lit. All the ten went forth originally
with their lumps burning. Yet when the moment
came for them to join the procession only five
were ready, The other five were roused from their
slumbers to find their lamps *yoing out” (or
smoking). They had no supply of oil to refill
them, and before they could procure it the oppor-
tunity was over, the bridegroom had pussed into
the house, and the door was shut. The difference
between the wise and the foolish lay simply in
this : that the latter had merely the outwurd show,
the former had the secret supply from whence it
was fed ; and this supply it was that insured thieir
readiness, When the bridal procession approached,
the flame, fed from the oil in their vessels, gave
forth its bright light, and so they could join the
company and enter with the bridegroom,

What does this teach us? That when our Lord
returns it is only those who show the distinguish-
ing marks of his people that can go in with him to
the *marriage supper of the Lamb” those in
whose hearts and lives the fire of his love is burn-
ing. No one of us may rest on the thought that it
has been once lit. It is continuance alone which
proves reality : ** If ye continue in my word, then
are yo my disciples indeed.” John 8. 81, Laust
June a lady in London sallied forth into the streets

interested in whatever concerned the bridegroom, and
especially on an occasion of such importance, the fool
ish virgins were so only in appearance and not in heart,
Theirs was an empty profession, a mere external form
without the sustaining power of true aud hearty good-
will, 8o, alas, 00 many have the outward profession
common to all who bear the Christian name but lack
the element of prep for meet-
ing Christ. While the ** wise™ had that supply of the
Spirit which s the source and support of the new
birth, and so were ready to go in, the ** foolish ** were
radically deficlent. Theirs were only a few faint gleams
—uxpiring before fully lighted up. Like the *‘stony-
ground "' hearers, where the good seed sprang up but,
baving no root, as quickly withered, so they, when the
hour of decision came, reulized their own folly and
wickedness as well as the wisdom of those whom afore-
time they esteemed as over-careful and too much in
earnest. A graphic but appalling picture of the al-
most saved but finally lost. 8o also the wise and foolish
builders both reared their houses ~the one for eternity,
the other for destruction.—A4. V. M.

Cambridge Notes.

The trivial disapp of five t less girls
has been transformed by the magic of our Lord's words
into an image whose tragic power hae captivated the
greatest minds, Milton's noble sonnet (No. 1X) and Ten-
nys dirge in * Guinevere (hymn 375) coutain benu-
tiful applications of it, The dificulties of the parable
lurgely consist in the supposed necesxity to press every
detail, for which process it is less suited than many
others, We must remember that only Christ's own up-

fon (ver. 13) is I; others may or may not

to see the queen’s jubilee p She ob-
tained a foremost place, and held it for some hours
amid all the pressure of the surrourding erowd.
But just s the procession was approaching her
strength failed, und she had to be borne fuinting
from the rcene. She lost hershare in the sight be-
cause she could not hold out. But this was not her
fault. She had no means of insuring a supply of
strength, Those who would be ready when Christ
comes may insure it. The gift ofthe Holy Spirit in
the heart (symbolized by the oil) is given to those
who ask.

And the shut door, o terrible to those outside,
menning for them infinite disappointment ani loss,
is to those inside the sign of everlusting gladness
and security, for from that home of bliss they shall
“gono more out.”” Rev. 8. 12,

* The Lesson Council.

Question 8. Does the parable of the ten virging
apply only to a specific time, or to all times in the
history of the Church?

This parable, with its lessons of vigilance, patient

and tant prep for the coming
of the bridegroom, applies to all times in the history
of the Church. Itis a call to us now to have not the
mere vessel, but the abiding principle, of spiritual life
—the source of light and the secret of endurance; so
that whether the **Son of man shall come " to meet us,
or we shall be calied to go out through death to meet
him, we shall be ready to enter in with him to the mar-
riage supper of the Lamb.—Rev. W. P. Thirkield, B.D.

be true.

VER. 1. Then, At the time. Comp. chap. 24. 50.
Ten, Probably the usual complement, ten being a per-
fect number. Virgins. Apparently there is no mys.
tical meaning, As with us, the bridesmaids® part was
always filled by young girls, Lamps. Better, torches
(w8 margin), rods wrapped at the end with tow. The
menning * lamp * never occurs in Greek. Bridegroom.
See chap. 22. 2, note, It nppears that the bridegroom
comes from fur, to hold the feast in his bride's house,
and not his own, as would be more usual. Comp.
Judg, 14, 10. The muidens have been waiting there,
and will go forth to escort him when he arrives, the
exact hour being unknown, Oriental weddings were
always celebrated at night. Comp. Luke 12. 85-38,
VEn, 2. The foolish are naturally mentioned first
(R. V.), as the paruble turns on them.  Wise. Lit., pru-
dent, ‘The word only implies plain, practical sense,
Comp. chap. 24. 45; Luke 16. 8. Not only wisdom, but
common prudence, bids us watch, VER.3. For. Show-
ing that the ** foolish ** were so charucterized purely on
account of this thoughtless behavior. Giddy with ex-
citement, they pns<ed the day thinking, doubtless, of
their dressex and what not, sparing no leisure for the
necessary prepurations taken by their sensible sisters,
If they thought at all they assumed that somebody
would certainly have the things they needed—most of
us have suffered from such easy-going confidence. The
very triviality of this lends enhanced power to the ap-
plication, Even In the trifles of earth such thoughtless-
ness brings annoyance, and men ean face eternity in
thie apivit!  With them. Thatis, themselves; so " their
torches " (vers. 1.8, 7.). These torches emphasize the
necessity of individual preparedness; mo common
stock would be possible. We need not find exact

®. Who are meant by the foolish virgina?

meanings for the torches, vessels, ofl, and sellers,

While the wise virgins were true friends, and deeply | They belong to the frume-work, and the only point I8
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the readiness for joining the procession. VEr. 5,
Tarried.  Between the first and second advents,
Slumbered. Lit., “nodded,” or * dozed," as they
at waiting. It is hard to resist the impression that
some reprehension is intended. Comp. ver. 13 and Mark
13. 36. If not, and they could rely on timely awaken-
ing. the sleep must represent death. In any case the
foolish could no longer discover the omission, nor the
wise warn them, ViR, 6. A very vivid picture. The
sudden shout is that of the crowd, on the lookout for
the procession. VER, 7. A4. The difference between
them wae still unnoticed. Ven. 8. The torches had been
burning all the time, and those of the foolish, insuf-
clently supplied, were now “going out.” VEg. 9,
Nothing could make up for final unreadiness, Had
they shared it, the whole procession might have been
left in the dark midway. There isa sympathetic em-
Phasis In the original: “I fear it will never suffice.”
Sell. 1t is the only expedient they can suggest in their
anxiety to help them : there may be yeta chance of doing
Wwhat they should have done ere nightfall. VER. 10,

Went, Were Just starting. Shut. To keep out all who |

bad no right to join the feast, numbers of whom
would be crowdingin. And now the late-comers must
share their exclusion. VER. 11, Lord, Lord. How
eagerly pathetic is the repetition | Comp. chap. 7. 21,
VER. 12, Know, Comp, chap., 26, 2,74, Itisa stronger
word than that in chap, 7, 23, Comp. John 10. 14, 27,
They were strangers to him, like the uninvited crowd,
VER. 13, Note the sublime simplicity of the words in
their true form (R. V.). We fix our points of time and
reckon hours, days, years, but what do we know of the
absolute flight of time? How can we divide the day
into hours, not knowing when 1t shall end ? We have
our sun-dfals, but the sun s clouded or set, Our duty,
therefore, is to finish each work as it comes, so that
our life, whether as individuals or as & race, may be
complete whenever terminated,

Berean Methods.

Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

Obtain a clear conception of the marriage customs re-
ferred to in this parable, and tell the story of the mar-
riuge and the ten virgins., .. Explain carefully lamps,
went forth to meet the bridegroom, oil, trimmed their
damps, door was shut, ete. «-Present the interpretation
of the persons in the parable, 1, The Bridegroom,
2. The wise virgins, 8. The foolish virgins, 4. Them
that sell.” v, 9,, «.Interpret also the things in the par-
able, lamps, oil, door.., -Interpret the facts of the par-
able, 1, The waiting. 2. Theeall, 8, The procession,
4. The feast, 5. The failure to enter....What does
thie parable tell us to do? 1. To prepare. 2. To watch.
8. To trim our lamps. ... Against what does this par-
able warn us?.
Tennyson's wong, ** Late, late, so Inte," etc... Seesome
h notes and il i in The Study for the

Second Quarter,

References. Freewaw,
proceswion, 707, Vers, 8,
The closed door, 709,

Ver. 1: The marriage
4: Torches, 708. Ver, 10:

CATECHISM QUESTION,

22. How is It proved that the New Testament is inspired
by the Holy Spirit?

The Saviour told his apostles that they should be wit.
esses of him, and promised that the Spirit should bring
:Ioll words to their remembrance, and teach them things

come,

8t. John xv, 26, 27. When the Comforter is come, whom |

-Read to the class or to the school |

I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit ot
truth, which proycndath from the P‘n'ther, he shall bear
witness of me; and ye als + bear witness, use ye have
been with me from the beginuing,

Blackboard,
BY J. B, PHIPPS, B8Q.

NoTight forJeSUs.

The lesson tuught in the familiar parable of the ten
virging is represented on the blackboard by a eandle
nearly burned ont. The wick forms part of the letter
Fin the word “‘ Folly." Above it js written the word
* Wasted,” and beneath it, *“ No light for Jesus," The
blackboard lesson of last Sunday may be used with this
one to khow the lamp trimmed and burning. The les.
son taught from the blackboard is thyt of a wasted life,
spent in folly, giving no light for Jesus, Read Prov,
27, 1; James 4, 13, 14; Heb. 3. 13; 2Cor, 6. 2; Prov, 11,
21. An object illustration can be given by using two
candles, or lamps, one being ready for use, giving out a
bright light ; the other waste( or empty,

DirEcTIONS FOR CoLoRs. Candle, white; wick, red;
aleo the word ** Folly ; candlestick, yellow; the word
** Wasted," brown, with red on the lower part of the
letters ; the sentence in white,

Primary and Intermediate,

Lzason Trovant: How love watches.

Introduce the lesson with a story of a sick child,
the mother's anxious watch over him, Tell that
was close by him day and night,
a little, but the least sound from the sick child
wakened her. Tell that she kept every thing neur that
the needed for his comfort. She thought uhead, and
wus ready when he called, Why did she do all this?

[ Because she loved him. Love watches faithfully,
’ Love does not get tired, Jesus told a story to show the
difference between a loving servant, and a careless
servant,

1. In the country where Jesue lived it was the way,
when a mar was married, to bring hie bride home in
| the night. Some of his friends would tuke lamps in
| their hands and go out to meet him,
| Oncea man was married, and ten of his friends got
| ready to go out and meet him. They watched so long
| for him, that at last all fell usleep. Five of them were
| friends who loved him very much, The others were
" his. friends, but did not love him much, At midnight
there was a lond ery, “ Behold, the bridegroom com-
eth.” Then all rose, and trimmed their lamps. Those
who loved him, and had thonght ahead to get ready to
g0 and meet him, soon had their lamps burning
brightly, and were starting out to meet the bridegroom,
These were the loving friends,

2. But the careless friends had not thought to fill

and
she
Sometimes she slept
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their lamps full of oil, and while they were sleeping
their lamps had gone vut. 'They wanted the others to
give them oil, but they had none to spare. S0 they
hurried away to buy some, but the bridegroom came
while they were gone, and his friends who loved him
enough to be all ready to meet him went in with him
to the wedding-feast, and the door was shut. The care-
less ones could not go in!

The Lesson for Us. Jesus is
the Bridegroom. He is coming
some dny. He wants us to go
out 1o meet him. We must
have our lamp of love and
obedience and goodness all
ready to carry. We cannot
get it ready 1 a minute. We
must think before the time
comes, and make ready. If we love Jesus we will
watch every duy—watch to see what he says; watch to
see that we speak and think and act right.

Lesson Word Pictures.

Ten virgins are golog forth to greet the bridegroom
when he shall come. Lampsare in their bands, It is
night. Overhead are many sparkling litue stars. asif a
great host with silvery lamps had gone foith to meet the
heavenly Bridegroom when he shall come to claim his
Bride. They are ready above whenever the Master
may come. But see below ! Dark-browed Miriam and
fair-eyed Hannah stand side by side,

“ Look into your lamp, O Miriam !" cries Hannah.
“The Master may come any moment. Your oil, make

door-way, a hush up in the shining heavens. Hark!
What means that sharp, echoing cry? Why those
bright, twinkling lights turning the corner of the
street? It s, it is the coming of the Bridegroom! And
there s the warning voice, ** Behold, the bridegroom
cometh! Go ye out W meet him."” Wauke, Miriam,
wake! Trim your lamp! Go forth, go forth! Alas!
she confusedly wrings her hands.

“0il, 0il 1 "* she drowsily murmurs.

She has d her lamp.
turns to this one and that one. -

“Give, give! " she begs again and again,

Ab, no, Mirlam! They cannot feed your lacking
lamp, lest they bein darkness. And look! Quick,
quick! There it i3, the great procession coming
nearer |

80 soon | * she murmurs. * O, my lamp, wy lamp ! ™

As she hurries away she can see the attendants lifting
thelr flaring lamps. She hears the joyous music. She
can make out the bridegroom's friends as they bear
him forward. Haste, O, Miriam, haste! She is now
hurrying away, bewildered, wondering if she will bein
season by the time the jubilant procession reaches the
door-way. It is quickly there, at the very portal.
Watchful, steadfast Hannah is veady, her light of wel-
come shining clear and radiant like ber beautiful eyes
beaming with joy. The wise and faithful bear her
company. With her they enter the house. Rejoic-
ing friends, the Itant ! the brideg:
himself—all, all have gone in, and the door is shut.

But hark! Why this babble outside? Who draws
nigh in the darkness, confusedly talking lifting their
disordered robes, then halting in dismay before that

she now

sure of your ofl !

*Time enough," cries dark-browed Miriam. *‘The
bridegroom isnot here. Time enough!"

And why tarries the bridegroom ? You see no lights;
you hear no music heralding his happy coming. The
night deepens, and still he does not come.

“Your oll, your oll] He will come soon ! " still cries
Hannah.

*Time enough !*' mumbles the sleepy Miriam.

She folds her hands, She drops her head. Shels
fust asleep.

It 18 midnight. There is a hush around the darkened

closed, dark door-way |

** Not shut ! " they cry.

They try the portal. It isin vain,

“Lord, Lord 1" implores Miriam.

“Lord, Lord!" beseech her tardy companions.

“QOpen to us!” they wail in chorus, those foolish
virgins,
Aud then that solemn volee from within is heard,
tender yet firm, * Verily. I say unto you, I know you
not1” Too late! Too late!

-

A.D. 30,

Matt, 25, 14.30. }(,bmmum memory verses 20, 21.]

14 For the kingdom of heaven is as

n man traveling intoa far country,

who called his own servants, and
delivered unto them his goods.

i5 And uuto one he gave five

and to

16 Then hé that had received the five tal
and traded with the same, and made them other five

talents.

17 And likewise he that had received two, he also
gained other two,

18 But he that had recelved one went and digged in
the earth, and hid his lord’s money.

19 After a long time the lord of those servants com-
eth, and reckoneth with them.

20 And so he that had received five talents came and
brought other five talents, saving, Lord, thou deliver-
edst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside
them five talents more.

21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter
thou Into the joy of thy lord.

22 He also that bad received two talents came and

LESSON V. THE TALENTS.

[April 29,

sald, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: be-
hold, I have gained two other talents beside them.

23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over many things : enter
thou into the joy of thy lord.

24 Then he which had received the one talent eame
and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art a bard man,
reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where
thou hast not strewed :

25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in
the barth : lo, there thou hast that ix thine,

26 His lord answered and sald unto him, Thou
wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap
where I sowed not, and gather where I have not
strewed :

27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to
the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have
received mine own with usury.

28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it
unto him which hath ten talents.

20 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and
he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not
sbull be taken away ev-n that which he hath

30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer
d‘:;&ne-: there shall bé weeping and gunasbing of
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The parable of the ten virgins represented the Church
on earth, as waiting and expectant for the coming of
the Lord! Immediately following it the Saviour gave
to his disciples, sitting on the Mount of Olives,
another parable, to represent the Church inthe absence
of its ascended Lord, as'working while awalting his
return. In it we are warned against the danger of

and y. The h h who is
traveling in a distant land, is our Saviour, no longer
visible on the earth. His servants, to whom he has
entrusted his servants, are his professed followers : not
only pastors and teachers, but those who are members
of his Church among men. The talents, distributed in
various measures, are the opportunities of usefuluess,
in the possession of property. ability, or influence,

Explanatory and Pr:

Verse 14. The kingdom of heaven,
omitted in the Rev. Ver., us not in the original text,
It xhould read, ** For it ix us when man,” ete, As
man traveling. Christ, the Head of the Church, as-
cended to heaven and no longer visible to his digciples,
is the householder in this purable. (1) In one sense
Christ is absent, but in another sense he ix present with

Heuven ie far only be-

This is

wer, Afar country,
gause we can have no direct communication with jts fu-
habitants, In spirit the true believer fi;
But our parable deals only with the outward and the
visible, His own servants, Disciples, who are the
professed servants of Christ, are here meant; but the
prlnclplaxrenuled in this paruble applies to ull men
whether Christinns or unbel ievers, forull have receiy e
fln.- from God. Delivered unto them his s, He
ntrusted to tnem all that he had, for he was to be ah-
sent, and they were his representatives, (2) A4 that
Christ has, of gist or opportunity, he bestows upon his

e,

15. Unto one he gave five talents,
A weight, not u piece of money;
ver (as is shown by the Greek
money), it would be worth from
money,
what a

The talent was
d us these were sil-
word in verse 18 for
$1.500 to $2.250 of our

In the parable it represents, not precisely
person possesses, or may gnin, but his possiii-
ity of doing good to others hf what he possesses, The
measure of opportunity in a life-time to extend Christ's
kingdom and to lift up our fellow-men is expressed
by the talents, One person may do good through
money, another through intellectual acquirements, u
third " through sociul advantages, u fourth through
power to speak or write. To anoiher two, The mun
of two talents may represent the ('hristian of nveruge
ability or opportunity; the “renchlr of fair but not
great power, the lnyman of the middle class, the per-
son of moderute meane, 'To another one. This may
stand for the professed Christian who hus but little of
earthly posseseions, or mentul ahility, or social in-
fivence. * He can do hut littl for Chris # cinse, bt he
can do something. According to his several ability,
Here is the key to the interpretation of this purable,
God gives to every person o‘ipnmmllloa of usefulness
prorortioned to his ability. To the rich man he gives
wider opportunities, to the r man narrower, He
Intrusts the man of genius with u greater trust of priv-
ilege in doing good than the Inin man of slight ubi lity.
Tool hin journey, As Christ took his on the day of
his ascension, leavigg his diseiples to earry on his
work among men.  He is still nbsent, and his ollowers
on enrth are his stewards ns well as his eervants,
(0] E‘verf Christian has some measure of opportunity to
do n his Master's cuuse. (4) Whaterer Yo )ossess
16 the gift of Christ, to be heid in trust for his cause,

ull. ’l‘h7ln. Rev, V;s‘r‘. “?lml:?,lwm'.b": ¢ X
a suggestion of prompiness in ng about our worl
in M:lg word "{lmlnhlmny i ﬂ;’lhll had received
the tive talents. The dixciple whose larze wealth or
commanding abilities or high position gives him ahun-
dant opportunities of dulnr good, Made them other
ve talents, In the nterpretation of the par-
able this doer not mean merely that the millionaire is
to gain_another million, the student to obtain more
knowledze, the legislator to muke himself a Benator,
1t meuns that he ia to use, not 1o accnmulate, He is to
dogood with the means and instrumentalities in his

(5) There

which each enjoys in proportion to his power to use them,
There are some, of large and of small abilities, who
realize the sacred trust left in their care. and strive to
employ it for the glory of God and the good of men.
There are others who waste the treasure in sin, or
hosrd it for themselves, biding that which was Riven
them as a means of doing good. Theday of reckoning
I8 that hour when the Lord shall return and summon
&ll men to an account before his bar, Those who have
used aright the opportunities which God has bestowed
will then be rewarded in the approval of their God, in
the larger privileges of heaven, and in the fellowship
of the redeemed with their Redeemer, Those who
bave neglected God's trust shall lose it, and shall sit
down to eternal remorse and woe,

tical Notes.
rower. This servant, by putting
nereased them, so that he, his Muster, and the world
all receive benefit. (6) Jhere is Board of Trade in
good works, where capital gains by the investment, (1]
Not what we win Jrom others, but what we impart to
others. counts as our reul gain.

17. Recrlved two . . .
an encouragement to the

out his means,

gained other two, Here 18
Cbristian whose means are

r. | Small and whose u.zrnrlunmn are lwfted. He, o,

can double his capital in the service of Christ.
of twotalents who uses his powers for God will
more value than the mau of five ‘alents who uses them
for himself. .

ness which are priceless, « ond
bid. Representing those who, while not ubusing their

fts to evil, refrain from using them for good. ' hey
ive in theirown small world, regardless of others. and
careless of God's cause. It may be the man who neg-
lects the Church, with the excuse that he can't afford
to dress as well us some others ; or the church-member
| Who contents bimself with Church atfendance without
rm In Ohurch work, on the ground that he has
ty. His lord’s money. Literully, * hiy lord's
silver.” The money was not his own, and he had no
right to misuse it, (8) Let ws not Jorget that we own
nothing, but ure the stewards of Gud's manifold mer-
cies,

19. After a long time, The parable steps across
the guif of the unknown centuries between l{:‘ ascen-
~fon of Christ and his coming to judge the world, Tue
ford .. . cometh. Come he will surelv, though none
knoweth when. Rechoneth with them,, Here Is
a fact that every soul on earth must face a day of reck-
onng with a Judge who cannot be ut off nor de-
celved nor appealed from, (9) How w; you fuce that
duy of judgment ?

20. He that had recelved five, We are not to sup.
pose that «/ those who have received much from God
return much to God. On the contrary, few of those
richly endowed recognize the Rgood Giver, Brought
other five. In souls saved, {n forces for good set in
motion, in the building up of Christ's kingdom, in the
victory over evil powers. (100 e who will
good fruit as the vesult of his life-work !

21. Well done, thou good and faithful nervant,
What his lord commended was not the large result of
his work, lut his earnestness aud fidelity. 1
honor resuls, God honors efforts, 1 how
faithful. An applause grateful to the ears of those
who bave wiought for God. Will make thee ruler,
A larger feld of o portunity and usefulness, perhaps
in nno;qgr world, awaits the one who has beern faithful
here,  The Joy of thy lord. The happiness of the pe-
deemed in the presence of their heavenly Master in
endless glory.

22, 23. Two talents ... two other talents,
Then the possessor of moderate means, abilities, and
Opp rtunities can do some good, and need not be
ashamed when he bﬂn‘v the results of his life hefore
the eyes of his Lord, ell done, good and faithful,
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Notice that the servant of two talents, wno has been
faithful, recelves precisely the same reward as the
servant of five talents, because he had put forth the
same effort. He enters into the same honor and the
same joy.

24. Lord, I knew thee . . . a hard man, It {sa
stroke of nature in the parable that the unfaithful
servant accuses his lord Instead of bimself. So men
who do wrong are very apt to ca<t the blame on their
Maker, They account for thelr sin on grounds of
““heredity,”" or circumstances, or temptations, or the
misconduct of others, or the decree of God, but they
rarely confess that the fault is their own. Reaping
where thou hast not sown. He makes his picture
of his lord the reflection of his own selfish beart, just
:lé do“mnny. for those who impute evil are very apt o

evil,

25. 1 was afrald. Afrald of his master's severe
udgment ; an excuse which wes false, Very few men
Ive wickedly because they are afraid that they cannot
please God nor satisfy his demands. That is thine,
As If to declare that he owed no more than the bare
sum which had been intrusted to him. (12) God will
1wt be content if we give him our lives and nothing more.

26. Thon wicked and slothful servant. The house-
holder strikes at his sin atonce. He was not honorable
and truthful, as he claimed to be. The root of his evil
was that be was wicked, wantonly disobedient to & just

command, and slothful, neglectful of bis opportunity.

Thou knewest, * You knew that 1 was a bard man,

glm you?"” Wordsof sarcasm and irony, or else & ques-
on,

27. Thou oughtest therelore. If you really be-
lieved what you say. KExchangers, Rev. Ver.,
“bankers,” men who both borrowed and loaned money
on interest, which anclently was larger than at present,
for capital was not then as abundant for investment,
Mine own with usury. Rev. Ver,, " with interest.”
Formerly usury and interest meaut the same, now th
one means exorbitant or unlawful interest.

28, 29. Take therefore the talent. §e who neg-
lects to use um)nrlunluel for dolog loses them.
Give it unto him that hath ten talents. Those who
make use of opportunities thus enjoy an incrense of
them. Hath shall be given. The word * hath ' here
must be fnterpreted to mean “fmproves or employs
what he hath,” for this was the case with the one who
here received the additional talent. Hath not. ..
taken away. That is, he that does not use aright that
which God gives bim shall lose it, in this world or in
the next.

30. Into outer darkness. Away from the nee
of God and the enjoyments of his kingdom, eeping
and guashing. See note Lesson 111, verse 51,

HOME READINGS,
M. The talents. Matt, 25, 14-30.
Tu. Parable of the pounds. Luke 19, 12-27.
W. Spiritual gifts. 1 Cor. 12, 1-11.
Th. Variety of talents. Rom. 12. 1-9,
F. Responsibility, Luke 12, 4148,
8. Diligence. 2 Pet. 1, 1-11,
S. Reward of faithfulness. 2 Tim.4. 1-8.

GOLDEN TEXT,
Be th.  faithful unto death, and I will give thee
a crown of life, Rev. 2. 10,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 89, Dominion Hymnal.
Work, for the night is coming,
Work through the morning hours,

No. 96, Dominion Hymnal

To the work ! to the work !
We are servants of God.

No. 150, Dominion Hymnal.
‘We praise thee, O God |
For the Son of thy love,

TIME, PLACE, RULERS, AND CIRCUM-
STANCES,—The same as in the last lesson.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The nature of rewards.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. Faithful,
‘What is tha subject of this lesson?
By what different illustrations huve we had this sub-
Ject set forth in our lessons?
Why should the Saviour so constantly recur to this
theme?
What is the great danger which besets the soul in
every relation of life?
What is meant by “* delivered unto them his goods?®*
For what does the gift of tulents stand in the case of
men to-day?
. A;a there any to whom God does not give opportuni-
'8

tie
‘Was the picture Christ made of life a true one?
What was the test to which these servants were at
1ast «ubjected?
What was the result to those who had been faithful?
2. Slothful,
Which of the servants in the parable was slothful?
Is smallness of natural endowment uny excuse for
idleness?
‘What does the Lord expect of every one of us?
What was the principle upon which the man gave to
his various servants?
Could the man with one talent have done like his fel-

Why did the * lord of those servants ' remain away

a long time?

What two things made the conduct of the slothful
servant wicked?

‘What was his punishment?

Doex the parable hint that he was ever to have an-
other opportunity to trade with his one talent?

Practical Teachings.
Notice the extent of the trust here shown: *to every

man.
Notice the meaning of the gift: *according to his

ubility.”
That is, we are responsible for a trust, but it is not
beyound our power to meet it.

otice the length of the trial: *“after a long time,"
Our probution is ample, God gives us all the time we

need,
Notice the reward for service; not rest from labor,
but increase of care: * ruler over many things."
Notice the recompense for nothingness: strip him of
every thing and cast him out.
Here i8 not a hint of any future probation,

Hints for Home Study.

1. Find out all the things that were done by the man
about to travel into a far country.

2. Make in writing n comparison between this man's
action and God's treatment of the world.

3. Give two reasons why it was wrong to do like the
unprofitable gervant

. Write out five characteristics of the two servants

who doubled their talents.

5. Compare this on with each of the two imme-
diately preceding it.
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. Faithful,

To what is the kingdom of heaven here likened ?

‘What distribution did the man make of his goods ?

What determined how much each should receive ?

How soon did the owner go away ?

‘What did the man with five talents do?

‘What success in trade had he ?

‘What gain did the man with two talents make?

zt%en did the lord return and reckon with his serv-
[

i
What report was made concerning the five talents ?

‘What commendation did the servant hear?

‘What reward was given him?

What 18 said of the two talents ?

‘What was this servant's reward ?

How long must one be faithful? (GOLDEN TEXT.)
2. Slothful,

‘What was done with the one talent ?

What did this servant say about his master?

What about his own fears ?

‘What did he report about the talent ?

What kind of a servant did his lord call

low-servants?
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What ought he to have done with the money t
What order was given about the talent ?

To whom will be given abundance ?

Who will have nothing ?

‘Where was the slotbful servant sent?

Teachings of the Lesson,

Where, in this lesson, are we taught—
1. That every one has a trust from G
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ANALYTICAL AND BIB AL OUTLINE.
Elements of the Parable,
L. Tue Max~.
A man traveling. v. 14,
| *“I go awuy and come again.” John 14, 28,
[ ** Whom the heaven must receive.” Acts 3. 21,

od ? i
2. That every one will be held rosponsible for his ‘ 1. Tue Servasts,

trust?
8. That disuse of God's gifts s misuse ?

Hints for Home Study,
Compare the parable of the pounds (in Luke), and
note the points of agreement and contrast,
Find how many times the ** outer durkness " {s spoken
of in this gospel,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What i8 the parable of the talents about? A lord
and his servants,

Where did the lord wish
country,

Why did he call his servants together?
them charge over his money and rro ert

How did he divide it wmong them 0 one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another one,

What did he expect them to do? To take kood care
of all that he left with them during his absence,

What did the fuithful servants do? They worked
honestly and doubled the number of thelr talents,

What did the unfuitifal servant do? He hurled his
talent in the gro nd was idle, g

What did the lord do when he eame home? He
his servants together to account for what he
had left with them,

What did he say to the faithful ones? Thou hast
been faithful over a few things, | will make thee
ruler over many things,”

How did he punish the unfaithful servant? He took
away his one talent and cast him Into outer d,
ness,

Who ix our Lord and Master? Jesus Ch

Why is he our Master? Because he boug
his preclous blood.

Where has he rone! To heaven,

What has he given us? Gifts, great and sma

How does he expect us to use them? For h

to go? Away, inte a far
To give

as those who

? They will be

"
not our own, i
When will he call us to account for nll he has left in
our care? When he comes on the udgment day.

What will lie say to us if we have been fu hful?
“ Well done; enter Into the fuy of thy Lord.”

How wiil he rewsrd those who have only been faith.
ful in little things? A undantly
have been faithful in g things,

What will hecome of the unfaithfuf
cast out of the kingdom of heaven.

Words with Little People,

You are only a little Sunday-school hoy or girl, but
you have omething to do for Jesus, t may small
things now, but if you are faithful it will be great things
by and by. Do not complain or Aind fault with any thing
heJIvu you to do. ork cheerfully and unselfishl
and thoroughly, %o you will be -mona the fuithful when
he comee to reward them. * Behol, , 1 corae quickly,
and my reward is with me."

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
1. To what does Jesus here liken the ingdom of
heaven ! ‘To a master and his lﬂ:’vllll. i
2. How did the master show his trust in his servants?
Il‘ ‘g:;{ nllhem large trusts, s »
3 reumstance governed Ing these
angud'h'rhe ;bllll’y of e.::shuonc. ks
- When the master came to reckon, what did h
fnd?_Bome falthful and one unfeiru),""s¢ 14 be
5. How did .ne r::w-rd the faithful ones? By in.
rusts,
ed to the nnfaithful one? He was
whed,

5 n and "
(o h"hmmm.ln promise of thi¥ parable?

THE CHURCH CATECHISM,
A5, Will all men therefore be
wicked shiil be turned into hel! y
that ro‘:fu God,"” P, 9. 17,
ill those be saved who die in childhood, before
#00d and evil? They will Llu Jean y
I8 the kingdom of heaven, Matt, 19, 14,

ey know
“Of such

rke |

Called his own servants. v, 14.
] **Some apostles. ... pustors and teachers," Eph. 4.
| 11, 12,
* Free from sin. .. .servants to God.” Rom, 6. 22,
III. Tue TALENTS,
Unto one... five. ...another one. v. 15,
** Gifts differing according. ., .grace," Rom. 12, 6.
* The self-same Spirit, dividing.” 1 Cor. 12, 11,
IV. Tue Workess,
Went and traded with the same. v. 18,
** His grace....was not in vain," 1 Cor. 15, 10.
** Required in stewards. ... fuithful,” 1 Cor, 4, 2.
V. Tux IpLer,
Hid his lord's money. v. 18,
‘*Slothful... greut waster." Prov, 18, 9,
“Be not slothful," Heb, 6, 12,
VI. Tue Recgonine,
The lord.....reckoneth with them. v. 19.
«** All stund before the judgment-seat.” Rom, 14, 10.
‘*“He will judge the world." Acts 17. 81.
VII. Tue Rewarn,
Well done. ... good and faithful. v. 21,
**Him will my Father honor,® John 12, 26,
*In thy presence is fullness of joy.”" Psa, 16. 11,
VIIL Tag Pusisaxest.
Take....the talent from him. v. 28.
** Beareth not fruit, he taketh away," John 15.9,
‘“Hewn down....cast into the fire." Matt. 8, 10,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The Lessons of the Parable,

1. Though our Saviour is in heaven he has left his
servants on the earth to carry on the work of his king-
dom: to win souls, to build up each other, to strengthen
the good, and to battle against the evil,

2. Every one has some talent, ui means of doing
good. It may be his voice or his pen, his money or his
bratns, his social power or his influence,

3. Whatever the talent may be, whether great or
#mall, its possessor is hound to employ it for the inter-
est of his Redeemer's kingdom among men. God gives
us nothing for ourselves alone, but all that we may do
good,

4. There will come a day when our absent Lord will
return, and then he will cull every’ servant to account
for the use of his endowments and opportunities,

8. He who tries to use aright God's gifts will receive
an abundant reward, and the same reward, if as faith-
ful, as the one to whom A greater trust had been glven,
“*All service ranks the same with God."

6. He who neglects his Eift because it {s small, or
becanse he despises the Giver, will be compelled to ren-
der an account to God, and will have a fearful recom-
pense of reward,

English Teacher's Notes,

“ Was it Miss — who won the prize?” asked a
young lady of her companion ; “how nice it must
be to be so clever!™ Al 1" observes one friend
to another concerning a mutual acquaintance,

| % with his talents he is sure to carry every thing
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before him.” Iere we have the ideas which the
world in geueral ussociates with tulents : ease and
admiration and success.  Very different ure the idens
which our Lord teuches us to ussocinte with them.
For the * talents " of the paruble, though litefully
they represent sums of moncy, are the types of
just thiose very things w hich in modern purlunce g0
by the name of “ talents,” or, in anotuer word, abil-
ities—the things which make a mau able for some-
thing. .

One day at a house where 1 was staying, a boy
called with some tin-ware torsule. He hud o busket
full of various articles, and wus sent out by the
muster of u **boys’ home” to dispose of them.
Several other boys I leurned were employed in the
came munner. Now what was the ides impressed
on their minds in eonnection with their various
basketfuls? Pleased they were, no doubt, to be
trusted ; Lappy they uppeared to be in their work ;
but the muin puint of the mutter was that they were
responsible for a right use of the articles curricd.
These articles werv intended and expected to he
turned into money for the benefit of the * home,”
and bud been put into their hands for that pur-
pose.

S0 it was with the servants, or rather slaves, in
the putable. It would not have occurred to an on-
looker tosuy of them, * O, how nice to have =0 much
money ! They can have every thing easy ; they will
be ndmired ; and they are sure to get on in Lfe,”
With the talents intrusted to them they must
trade, not for themselves, but for their master.

That is the first thing our Lord would have ux
learn. All “talented” persons are responsible.
But what of those who are not talented . The par-
able rccognizes none such. The muster gave to
“every mun nccording to hix several ability.”
Some have much, some little, but all have int: usted
to them something of real value with whieh totrude.
Ti.erefore all are responsible.

The master who sent out the hoys with the tin-
ware hud a list of all the articles they carried abont,
80 that every one should he nccounte | for. And
when the day was over and all weturned home, then
came the reckoning, Some might bring home a lurger
sum thun others, hut ench had to uccount for the
things that had been given him.

80 ngain with the servants in the parable. The
fact that they had been intrusted with their mos-
ter's money for the purpose of carrying on business
for him involved the necessity of a day of reckon-
ing.

‘That is the second thing our Lord would have us
learn, To all ** talente:l " persons (and that mean<
to all of us) there will come a reckoning day. We
may carelessly forget what he has put into our
hands to use. But he will not forget it.

These two things, resp nsibility and reckoning,
are indissolubly connceted with every talent, from
the greatest to the lowest.  But there ure two things
which may and ought to be so connceted, yet are
not in every case.

good return for the money intrusted tothem. Dur-
ing their master’s absvnce they had doubled the
amount. But the third brought no return at all,
‘I'ie money he had received (no mean sum, although
80 much less than the other two) had lain idle dur-
ing the whole time that the master had been uway ;
it had been absolutely wasted.

For those who had a return there was a reward—
not earned. for they hud done no more, than their
duty, but given by the kindness and gruce of their
muster, The allusion is probably to the cus-
tom oceasionally tollowed of grunting to a diligent
and fuithful xlave his fre.dom, and inviting him to
sit down at his muster's table, a striking though
fuint image of the * joy of the Lord” into which
Christ’s fuithful ones ~hull enter. But our Golden
Text reminds us aL what a cost thut return may
have to be «-btained : ** Be thou fuithful unto death.”
It is not always in working that the talent is used
und multiplied. Sometimes this is effected by pa-
tient endurance and suffering.  But what a glorious
“return ® Curist offers—a ** erown of lifi.”

But there ixa sad side to the parablo. Where the
talents have been slothfully neglected or squandcred
on xelf, where the responsibility has been ignored
and vie reckoning forgotten, there must be retribu-
tion ; & solemn thought fur the close.

The Liesson Council.

Question 10, Is the parable identical with, or differ-
ent from. that of the pounds in Luke 19, 11-27?

The parables of the talents and the pounds were most
probably spoken ut different times, in different places,
und to different hearers.— M. S, Terry.

Probably not identical with Luke 19. 11-27.—Prof.
Marcus D. Buell.

They are e«sentiully the same, but have a few varia-
tions in phiraseology, such a8 would naturally occur in
r an on different They
both teach that responsibility is proportional to endow-
ment or opportunity, und in that respect are equally
appropriate to the connection in each passage; but the
umount of money intrusted is somewhat different, ap-
parently because in the one lesson originul disparity is
more particularly referred to, while in the other sub-
stantial equality is specially denoted; and in Luke the
circumstances that there called forth the parable in-
duced an addition (the acceskion to the throne) con-
taining a more pointed allusion to its temporal fulfill-
ment (u8 explained under question 7).—James Strong.

11. What is the meaning and application of verse
20°?

Every talent implies a kind of ability for activity and
nsefulness, and there ix a natural luw of increaxe und
growth with use. At the same time jnuction is followed
by weakness. The lawyer. the physicinn, who use their
tulents wisely and well have many who need und desire
their services, The old phrase, *‘ There's nothing suc-
ceeds like sneeess," is the lazy man's proverb, and is a
feehle effort to account for unother mun’s prosperity.
The man who lucks the talents of energy, promptness,
courage, and diligence forever dwells on **luck ** und
“ good fortune.”  Dut the great law in the kingdoms of
business, of society, and of grace ie that the man who
hasa will to work finds plenty to do, and his ability to

We read of two in the parable who brought in &

work increases with constant use; and while he has
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much already, yet mor: comes to him to do, while |
the other man bemoans his ** hurd luck » und * poor
fortune." We lurgely bring our own retribution here |
in this life upon ourselves.—Rev, 4, 2, Vail, D.D, ’
|
|

Cambridge Notes.

wrk (13. 34) has & brief parable with 8some resem.
blance to this, and Luke in the parable of the pounds
(19. 12-27) frequently agrees verbully, It je strange
that Meyer (as in chap. 22. 1-14) should lend counte-
nance to theories which assume that one parable must
be u distorted form of the other. The combinution of
radical differences with verbal coincidences shows con-
clusively that our Lord was teaching complementary
lessoms.  See previous notes, This is so pulpably
reasonable und profoundly wise that the very objection
is enough to muke such canons of criticism absurd.
Bruce well points out the mutual Intardepondquce of
these parables und that of the laborers. Chap. 20.
1-16.  Justly to estimate men's works three things
must be considerel; namely, ““ the quantity of work
done, the ability of the worker, and the motive,” The
first is taken up by the pounds, and in conjunction
with the second in the talents, while the third forms
the groundwork of the laborers,

VER. 14. Contrast the circumstances of Luke 19. 12,
where the historical journey of Archeluns to Rome is |
veferred to. Jt is. 'That ix the state of things illus- |
trated by the lust paruble.  Women waiting and men
working are opposite types succeeding one another,
Hisown. Ax slaves, they were his chattels, and had to
ohey commanids, not become parties to a contract, |
Most small trading was done by slaves of a better class, i
who were allowed to retain a portion of the profits,
His goods.  Man has nothing he has not received. As
Lucretius strikingly ** Life is given to none in fee-
simple, to all in usufruct.” Ve, 15. Talents. Equal
to ubout $1,167, while Luke's ““pounds ™ were only
$16 each. Some think the latter stand for opportuni-
ties or natural advantages, the larger sums of our par-
able representing * charism« "'—gifts of the spirit and
cull«to work. Perhaps, however, the ** talents " should
include more than this. Ability. Which is nlso ulti-
mately a gift of (-'od.he«mwallthrmmh natural laws, In
onexense, then, there isa ** genins forgodliness." Vg,
16. Straightway. Hedured not lose an hour, even from
that *“long time." 7yaded. Obeyed his call. and so
grew in gruce. VER. 17. With a narrower sphere, he
shows the same promptitude and zeal, and wins the ‘
sume commendation and rewsrd, Ve, 18. Thinking |
his smaller eapital not worth trading on. So large u
sum as a tulent could not sufely have been kept in a
napkin, Luke 19, 20 ; comp. chup, 18, 44. Ver, 19,
Long time. Compare similar hinte in chap, 24, 6, 1
25.5. VER, 20, The foundation of their BlCcess was
his. VER.21. Good. Because heunderstood his lord,
(Contrast ver, 26,) Faithful, Because he obeye him,
Few. *11 ive talents be *few, what must the * many'
be!™ (Bengel.) Set over, Thux the life of the re- |
deemed is not glorified inactivity, but an indefnitely |
extended sphere of service. Joy. At his safe return ‘
and the faithfulness of his slaves, which those who
worked for him were now to share, For the Appli-
cation compare Heb. 12. 2; John 17, 13; also 3, 29, |
VER. 24, He comes up last, Comp. ver. 41, But chap. |
13, 30 shows us that this is an order of thought, not of
time, Hard A stronger word thun Luke's * austere,”
The man thought he was not appreciated, and forth-
With begun to read his lord's character through the
medium of his own. Probably Judas's fall began thus,

John 7, 17 describes the essential condition of knowing
Gud. Scatter, Probubly the same as sowed ;! the rep-
etition is that of Hebrew parallelism, Comp, John 4, 38,
VER. 25. Afraid. Such a master, idly profiting by
others’ lahor, could never be satisfled, And what
if the money be lost in trading? Tbe fear is sim.

| ulated only as the vehicle of a taunt; had ft

been real he would not have defled his lord's anger,
Thine own. ** I have been honest, have done all thou
couldest fuirly expect of me." Vg, 20, Sothful. The
real secret. He shatters the excuse by taking him at
his word. The grossest misconception of God {s no ex-
cuse for neglecting his commands, And there must be
@ certain Insincerity in the misconception ; men have
to persuade themselves into it. VR, 27, He was not
honest, for be had robbed his master of the interest,
Just so men thinking it is enough not to tarn their gifts
positively to evil are shown that thus doing they rob
God. Without growth, no life. The ** bankers* are
those who help men to Rrow In grace, Ver, 28, His
risks and temptations had been Rreatest.  The proved
capacity of the faithful was enlarged to include the
unfaithful’s original call. VER. 29. See powertul fllus-
trations of this in Drummond’s Natural Law, Unused
powers must decay. VER. 80, Comp. Luke 17, 10,
*‘Happy they who call themselves ‘unprofitable,’ and
are not so called by him."—Bengel,

Berean Methods,
Hinta for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,

Perhaps the best way to teich this lesson is first to
tell the story of the parable, w0t in the worde of the
Gospel, but in a graphic manner. as it it'were an event
of our own time....Then by questions and explana-
tions call out each element in the parable, and show its
interpretation ns, 1. Theman. 2. The servants. 3. The
talents, 4. The workers, 5. The idler. 6. The reck-
oning. 7. The reward. 8. The punishment. .. . In the
interpretation see the General Statement und the
Scripture references of the Analytical and Biblical Ont-
Let the class state what are some of the
““talents " possessed by men, and how they should he

++«- What is the principle in ** hath and hath not,"
verse 207 See that this is carefully explained. ., A few
lines from Browning. * All service ranks the same
with God."—Pippa Passes. *'Tis not what man does
which exalts him, but what man would do."—Sawl,
*“There shull never be one lost g00d."—Abt Vogler,

References. Frerman's Hann-Book. Ver, 15: Tal-
ents, 140, Ver, 18: Hidden treasure, 667,

CATECHISM QUESTION,

23. What other proof is there that the Bible s inspired

Its wonderful and heavenly power over the human
heart,

2 Timothy iii, 16, All scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproot, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness,

Hebrews iv, 12, 13,

Primary and Intermediate,

LESSON THOUGHT. The Gifts of God.

INTRODUCTORY. Talk ahout keeping accounte, Tell
story of a boy who had a little hook like this [show
small aceonnt book] given him. His name was Wal-
ter. The book was given him on his seventh hirthday,
His papa showed him how to murk the page ** Dg,"
“Cr." under which to write down all that he received,
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and all that he spent. One day Walter heard the min-
ister and his papa talk about sending money to the
heathen. The minister said that ull our money was
Just put in our eare by the Lord, and he wanted us to
use it for him. Walter's papa thought that he ought
to use his money to help on his business, Walter
thought the minister must be right. He begun & new
way of keeping nccounts, On one page of his book he
wrote, ** What I get."" On the opposite puge, ** What
Igive to God." At flist he guve one cent in ten, but
by and by he thought that too little und gave one cent
in five, [Tencher may print specimen page from Wal-
ter's bouk on the board.] Oneday Walter's papa found
the book, und it made him ashamed of his wuy of keep-
ing ull his money tor himself, and he, too, began to
keep an nccount with God,

God giving tous. Teach that ull we have comes to us
from God; not only our money, food, clothes, etc.,
but health, reason, love of friends, home, happiness,
ete. We donot earn these things. God gives them to
us. He tells in a story what he expects us to do with
them. A man going to travel in a fur country gave
each of his servants some of his money to use while he
was gone, The money did not belong to the servants;
it belonged to the Master, He gave it to them to use
for him. Tell how they used it, and what he said to

each one on his return.

What we may give to God.
Call out from children some of
God's gifts to them. Make one
or two list~ on the board ; for
instance: “Carrie: Eyes to
see. Eurs to hear. Voice to
speak. Handsto work. Mind
to think,” Show that thesight,
the hearing, etc., are all God's
gifts to be used for him. What will he say if we use
them for ourselves only ? He wants us to improve them
by using them for him., Show how this may be done
by every child-how the voice used for him grows
sweeter, the mind stronger, ete, Use symbol to impress
the thought of the reward waiting the one who uses
faithfully the gifts of the Master.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, E8Q.

/MUST USE MY TALENT FOR
THE MASTER.

The blackboard illustrates the locking up of the one
talent—in an fron safe. The word * [dleness,” written
across the door, shows that the talent is hid in an tdle
or non-productive place, and the illustration is used as &
supplement to the teaching of the les<on, wherein it is
shown that uny person who so lives that he neither
grows in grace nor helps another to do better is an
unprofitable servant.

DIRECTIONS FOR COLORS. The safe, draw in oumn_a.
with blue chalk ; ** idleness,” in white; *'one talent,

yellow ; *‘locked up,” in white or light blue; the
sentence in pink.

APPLICATION. Open the door of idleness, take out
your talent, and go to work for the Master,

Lessun Word.-Plctures,

The camels are londed for a distant journey. The
drivers stund by their side, and impatiently glance at
the door-way of their Yord,

* Why tarries the Muster?" they ask.,

He hus called the servants futo the great court. They
stand before him. They wonder what may be his need
of them,

** Here. Abraham," he says, “ inke five talents! Oc-
cupy tll I come. Isaac, where ix I:unc? WA, liere thou
art! Take two tulents! Occupy till I come. Anu-
nins! Here thou art, and heve is u talent for thee, Oc.
cupy till I come. I cannot say when Ishall come. Be
ye luithful over the few things your lord has given you,
Ocecupy till 1 come,"

Tue master hus gone. The file of camels ehrinks
away to & point on the distant hill-slope and then disup-
peurs. Watch the three servante us they take their
talents and turn away to dispose of them. Abraham is
burdened with a sense of his responeibility.

**80 much,” he suys, *#o much to do for my lord,
and I must be faithful till he may come.”

You see Abraham’s trusty fuce at the city gate, or out
in the vineyard, or amid the flocks when the wind
sweeps the pasture-lands, orin the highway when the
sun beats down.

** Every-where," he says, ‘I must do the best I
can with those flvetalonts. I must spare no effort
for my master's gake 1 must consecrate myself to the
best possible use of tue goods with which he has en-
dowed me, 1 know not when he muy come, What if
it be ut midnight? What if I suddenly hear the sound
of his feet ut the door und he say, ** Abruham,where are
thoee five talents? ' "

And Isanc, what is he doing? Ke is not so great a
man us Abraham. He has three talents lees to take
care of. But there i8 no jealousy. He does not think
of uny inferiority to Abruham, only of his duty to his
master. He takes those two talents, and you may fol-
low him eurl{. follow him late, follow him through the
dnf’. und hix life is an echo of that injunction, ** Oceupy
till I come.” He, too, is saying, ** I know not when the
aster may come. What il he come at the cock-crow-
ing? When 1am thinking of going out into the fields
or the highway, what if all departure be stopped by the
sudden call of my master atthe door, * Isanc, where ure
those two tulents?'"

And here is Ananias,

“Only a talent!™ he is nylnF. “One less than
Isaac’s and four less than Abrabam's! What I8 the use of
trying with a talent to please that irupin lord! He

ives 80 little and exacts so much. I—I will keep it all

ack. 1 will not give it out at all. but—but—""

He ceases to mutter and 1 ves off. Where is he go
ing? He takes with him something all wrapped up ic
a nupkin, and be is turning into that solitary, far-off
field. Any body looking® He turns and glances over
his shoulder. He remoies the ewith in the farthest
corner, Do that Abraham and that [sanc see him? In-
to the earth he einks his lord's goods, to guther damp
and mildew and canker.

The duys go by, Why tarries the master?

“ Our lord is coming! " says Abraham,

“Qurlord is coming! * says Isaac.

* Fools! ** cries Ananias, ~** He will not come 8o sud-
denly. Be at ease, O soul of mine! ™

He smothers conscience. He tries to forget that he
has buried his talent in the earth of self and sin. He
wonld live on, heedlexs of any accountability, when,
without a moment's warning, there is the sound of bus-
tling feet and expectant voices atthe door! The camels
are back agnin, They are giving up their burdens,
Hurrying through the portal is the master!

iyl lio. Abraham! Ho, Isunc! Ho, Ananias! Those
talents, five, two, one, where are they!"

Ah, with what a joyful face do the two faithful serv-
ants stand before their lord and hand their account to
him! Well done, good and faithful servants! You
have carried your cross, Wear now your crown. Ru-
ter ye into the joy of your lord!

And Ananias? He has been slinking off into & lonely
field, unearthing a napkin, and now stande before the
eyes that are swords to penetrate and flame to devour.
Alas, alas, for the servant who did not believe the mas-
ter would suddenly return! That servant must now
meet that day, that sudden day, of examination and

judgment,
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FOR S S TEACHERS AND OLDER SCHOLARS,

HYMN AND_T_UNE BOOK
The Lesser Hymn and Tune Book

Contains some of the choicest hymns in our
language, together with some of the
most popular tunes.

The hymns are chosen from the hymn book
used before the one now in use. The hymns
are well adapted to week-night and social ser-
vices.

Note the price—5e. each, 50c. per doz.

Works by Rev. John M, Bamford

Father Fervent. 18 illustrations, 12mo,
cloth, gilt edges, 90c.
‘A tender, cheery, breezy book.,”—Methodist

Recorder.

«“Comes before us with delightful freshness.”

— Methodist Times.

John Conscience, of Kingseal. 18
illustrations, 12mo, cloth, gilt edges, 90c.
¢ Fresh and bracing. One of the best

books that could be plaeed in the hands of a

young man entering on business. "—The Chris-

tian.

Blias Power, of Ease-in-Zion, 17 illus-
trations, 12mo, cloth, gilt edges, 90c.
«(alculated to fire the heart of the sincere,

and to rebuke the formal and lukewarm.”—

Sword and Trowel.

I;;r Bible Students and S: s Teachers.

Hours with the
Bible,

By CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, DD. Author's
new editions at reduced price.

CHEAP EDITION.
3 Volumes, cloth bound,
VOL. I.—Creation to Judges.
VOL. 1I.—Samson to Solomon.
VOL. III.—Manasseh to Malachi.
12mo, cloth. Price, per set, §4.50.
STANDARD EDITION.

On the Old Testament, in six Vols. Price, per
volume, $1.25.

' BEFORE AN AUDIENCE;

OR,

The Use of the Will invPublic
Speaking.

Talks to the students of the Universities of St
Andrews' and of Aberdeen, Scotland,

By NATHAN SHEPPARD, Author of ““ Shut
Up in Paris,” etc., etc. 12mo, cloth, price
90 cents.

A splendid book for college men and all pub
lic speakers, Send for full :‘leucrlpti\'o circular,

The New York Evangelist says:—** They are
very racy and earnest talks, full of sense and
most delightfully dogmatic. The author knocks
to flinders the theories of elocutionists, and
opposes all their rules with one simple counsel,

“Wake up your will."”

TWO IMPORTANT NEW BOOKS

BY REV. DR. VINCENT.

The Modernﬂnday-School.

12mo, cloth, 342 pp., $1.00.

CoxTENTS —* The Three Schools,” *‘ The
School and the Home,” * The Organization,”
*“The Su!)erintendent,” “The Teacher,” ** The
Normal Class,” * The Institute,” *‘ The Teach-
ers’ Meeting,” * The Teacher at Work,"” * The
Lesson Review,” *Gradation,” * The Primar;
Class,” * The Senior Classes,” *“The Lessons,”
“The Week-Day Power,” *“The Country Sun-
day-school,” and appendices,

It will generally be conceded that Dr, Vin-
cent knows how to write about Sunday-schools,
He has made the matter astudy for years, and
has had, probably, a wider experience in Sun
day-school work than any other man of the pre
sent age. . . 1t is a book for the times, for
there is no department of work, just now, more
important than Sunday-school work,”—Chris:
tian Commonwealth, June 23, 1887,

" The Chautauqua Movement,

With an Introduction by Lewis
MiLLer, Esq.
A History of the Origin and Growth of
[* the *‘ Chautaugua dea."”
Published by the Chautauqua Press, Price $1.2,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King 8t. East, Toronto,

"Or—C. W. OoatEs, Montreal, Que.

8. F. Hugsris, Halifax, N.8,
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NEW BOOK BY SAMUTEE SMILES
LIFE AND LABOUR;

OR,
Characteristics of Men of Industry, Culture and Genius.
By SAMUEL SMILES, DD,
Author of ‘“Self-Help,” *‘Chasacter,” *¢ Duty,” ete., ete.

12mo, cloth, 448 pp., $1.00.

YOUNG PEOPLE'S PRAYER MEETINGS.
HOW TO CONDUCT THEM.

Together with a great many choice themes and texts used in many successful meetings.
By REV. F. E. CLARK,
Pastor of Phillips’ Church, Boston ; founder and originator of *“The Society of Christian

Endeavour,”

A long needed book. Thoroughly practical. 12mo, cloth, price 90 cents. Just the book
for teacher and scholar, Send for circular,

The Congregationalist says: ‘It is an unusual combination of Christian common sense, with
a broad and also minute knowledge of the needs, desires, tastes, and feelings of young people.”

NEW BOOKS. .

ROMANISM UNMASKED:

Letters Describing Romanism in Its Origin, Character and End.
Addressed to Rev. E. C. Fapre, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Montreal,

BY MARCUS.
12mo, paper, 240 pp., 50 cents ; cloth, $1.00,

The Christian Guardian says : *“The book is & powerful and trenchant arraignment of the
whole Roman system of teaching and practice.

NEW BOOK BY PANSY AND MRS. C. W. LIVINGSTON,

PROFILES.

Short Stories by Paxsy and Mgs, LiviNasToNn, - 12mo, cloth, 367 pp., illustrated, $1.25,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO.

C. W. COATES, MoxTREAL, QuUE, 8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.S,
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A GREAT BOOXK.

CANADIAN EDITION.

ANTINOMIANISM REVIVED;

The Theology of the So-called Plymouth Brethren Examined and Refuted.
By DANIEL STEELE, D.D.

266 pp., 12mo, cloth, - - - - 75 cents.

With Introduction by Rev. W. McDONALD, D.D., Boston, and an Introduction to Canadian
Readers by Rev. Dr. BURWASH, of Victoria College.

From Rev. E. H. Dewart, D.D.

Dr. Steele’s book is an able and timely ination and refutation of theological dogmas
that I believe to be unscriptural and misleading, and which are extensively propagated by press
and pulpit at the present time.

From Rev. John Potts, D.D.

Since the days of John Fletcher, there has been no more Seriptural exposure of Antino-
mianism than in Dr. Daniel Steele’s able book, ‘‘ Antinomianism Revived.” It is worthy of a
Slwe beside * Fletcher's Checks,” and should be read and sTUpIED by all our pastors and

unday-school teachers.

NOW READTY.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

FOR USE IN THE

PUBLIC AND HIGH SCHOOLS OF ONTARIO.

REVISED EDITION.
Authorized by the Department of Education.

Small 8vo, cloth, red edges, large, clear print, 450 pages, price 75 cents.

This Edition differs from the old one in two or three respects. In the first place, the book
and chapter of the Bible from which the lesson is taken are printed in bold type, on the margin.
The numbering of the verses is precisely the same as in the Bible. Second, the Selections con-
tain entire portions of the Bible, that is, each lesson embraces some complete and continuous
part of Scripture.

It will be sufficient to commend this work to the public, to state that the Revising Commit-
tee were Ven. Archdeacon Boddy, Rev. Provost Body, Rev. John Burton, D.D., Rev, President
Castle, Rev. Principal Caven, Rev. Dr. Dewart, Rev. Dr. Sutherland, and Mr, Hamilton Cassels.

This book will be found very appropriate for home reading, as well as for use in the
Public and High Schools.

NOTE.—We have bound a few copies of this book in French Morocco, bevelled boards, red
edges. Price$1.25,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto.
0. W, COATES, Montreal, Que. §. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.
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JUST RECEIVED!

NEW AND COMPLETE

BIBLE COMMENTARY.

Critical, Explanatory and Practical,
BY
JAMIESON, FAUSSET AND BROWN.

In Four Large 12mo. Volumes of about 1,000 pages each. With Numerous
Tllustrations and Maps,

It is far in advance of the Older Works, It is Critical, Practical and Explanatory,
It is Compendious and Comprehensive in its charact 3

It has a Critical Introduction to each Book of Scripture, and is by far the most Practical,
Suggestive, Scientific and Popular Work of the kind in the English language.
lease notice that this is the only Commentary upon the whole Bible pllﬁlilhed at a moderate
price. It is, therefore, within reach of the masses, while no Commentary published is so h{f:.l(
ded or so well adapted for the home, the teacher or the preacher, when a prac! s
concise, critical and spiritual work is desired.
The work is printed from new electrotype plates, on fine toned paper, made expressly for this
work, and sold at the following extremely low prices :

In Extra Fine English Cloth, sprinkled edges, the
fnllset-------$8.00.
In Half Morocco, the full set - . . 10.00.
The unqualified dations of this C 'y, from the highest sources, together with
its already extensive and rapidly increasing sale, have given it a position in the religious world
superior to that of any similar work, and prove conclusively that it will soon be universally

adopted by Sabbath school teachers and Bible readers generally, to whom its uses has now
become indispensable.

A GREAT BOOK ON A GREAT SUBJECT.

THE CRISIS OF MISSIONS:
The Voice Ou(:' of the Cloud.

By REV. ARTHUR T, PIERSON, D.D., Author of ‘‘ Evangelistic Work,” ete., ete,
12mo, cloth, gilt top, 370 PP., $1.00.

*“One of the most important books to the cause of Foreign Missions—-and through them to
Home Missions—which ever has been written. It should be in every library and every house-
hold. It should be read, studied, taken to heart, and prayed over,”—Congregationalist,

*“This is a book for every Christian to read with prayer and a sincere desire to know his
personal duty in this great and glorious work,”—x. ¥, anrver.

*“ We do not hesitate to say that this book is the most purposeful, earnest and intelligent
?view of the mission work and field which has ever been given to the Church.”—Christian

tatesman,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 76 & 60 KING STREE? EASY, TORONTY,

C. W. COATES, MonNTREAL, QUE, 8. F. HUESTIS, Havtrax, N.S,
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"THREE NEW MUSIC BOOKS.
SOUGHT-OUT SONGS

For Sunday Schools, "-'ra,yér Meetings, and the Home Circle,
COMPILED BY

A. B. EARLE, DD,

Assisted by nearly fifty song and music writers, among whom may be mentioned ExcELL,
O'KANE, SWENEY, SHERWIN, NEWELL, Puiuie Puriuies, Fiscuer, HUDsoN, and many others,
Price, each, 30c.; per dozen, #3,005 per hundred, $24.00.

This excellent Religious Song Book is the product of the author’s years of soul-winning
work with all denominations, together with the sweetest, richest, most effective songs of well.
known music writers. It will be found to meet the needs and tastes of Sunday Schools,
Churches, Homes, and Gospel Meetings. The book-pages are a little larger than those of
Gospel Hymns; words and music in clear, round, open type.

The compiler says in the preface: “‘I have sought out and gathersd together with great
care such songs as I ﬁuve tried and proved. . . . Ihavein this book the songs of more than
Jifty different authors, culled from among & great number of beautiful pieces, so that I have
named this book ‘ SovanT-OvT SoNas.’

“When the great harvest has all been gathered in, may it then be seen that this book has
had & fruitful mission.”

ANOTHER NEW MUSIC BOOK.

HYMNS .. NEW " AND .. OLD.

Edited By D. B, TOWNER.

Containing in addition to those hymns sung by Mr. Towner in Gospel Meetings, Conventions,
etc,, CONDUCTED BY MR. D. L. MOOD AND OTHERS, a few of the older favorites
gathered from all sources, to ether with a large number of new compositions, all gems; many
of them already pronounced favourites. The book is enriched by contributions from MCGRANNA-
HAN, StesBINS, RooT, PALMER, PuiLLies, SHERWIN, BILHORN, KIRKPATRICK, DOANE, STOCKTON,
Swengy, Knapp, LorENz, CONVERSE, Oapey, Exceun, FISHER, 0’Kaxg, Hasty, BURKE,
Hupsox, BavrzeLy, PERKINS, HOFFMAN, Fruumong, and others.

Hymuos New and O1d is not a hasty compilation, but carefully selected hymns of power and
usefulness, having been proved such by the test of their moving power in large gatherings. The
large range of authors guarantees the most complete variety, Every phase of Christian experi-
ence and work is covered. Just the book for Special (Gospel Mectings, Prayer Meetings and

the Sunday School.
This is the only music book now published containing Mr. Towner's own piece, ‘“ SOME

SWEET DAY,” which so delighted the crowds that gat ered to hear him in this city. This
piece alone is worth the Erice of the book.

223 Hymns, Music pirrioN—Boards, 85 cents each ; §3.60 per dozen.

Worps ONLY.—Paper, $5.00 per 100, by mail, 6 cents each.
#ar Send for Specimen Pages, Mailed to any Addres, Post Free, on Application.

NOW READY!

GOSPEL HYMNS No. &

For use in Gospel Meetings.

By IRA D. SANKEY, JAMES McGRANNAHAN, and GEO. C. STEBBINS.
Large print —contains 234 hymns. Price, paper covers, 85 cents ; board covers, 40 cents.
This book is larger in size than the former numbers of GosPEL Hymns, and contains a larger
number of hymns, the majority of which are entirely new,

2 Send for a Sample Copy for Examination.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 60 KING STRRET EAST, TORONIO.

C. W, COATES, MONTREAL, QUE. 8, F, HUESTIS, Hauirax, N.8,
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

A BUNDLE OF LECTERS 10 BUGY GRLS

BY GRACE H. DODGHE.
A Book of Practical Sense. Should be in the Hands of Every Girl.

As is well known, Miss Dodge is a member of the New York Board of Education, and no one
knows better than she does just what girls need to know and how to tell it to them,

‘‘The letters are written in the frank, familiar style which makes all Miss Dod e's talks so
delightful.  There is no conventionality, no formality about them, but every word is as though
spoken from heart to heart,”— 7%he Herald, N.Y.

16mo, Cloth. Price 60 Cents.

READING THE BIBLE WITH RELISH ;

— OR —

Brief Bible Readings for Daily Home Worship, Daily Prayer-Meetings, Daily Chapel
Readings, Daily” School Exercises, Daily Bible Lectures,

Traversing the whole Bible in a year, in chronological order, by selected passages, re-
quiring about five minutes daily for reading, omitted portions being concisely summarized
to preserve the ion and timeliness, secured by adaption of the selections to the
peculiarities of the months, and to the various holidays, with appendix, containing Bible
markings from Moody’s Bibles.

By REV. WILBUR F. CRAFTS,

AUTHOR OF “TALKS T0 Bovs AND GIRLS ABovuT JEsus,” Erc., Erc,

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS,

Zion's Herald, Boston (Methodist):—** The selections are skilfully made and illustrated
by short notes.

Congregationalist, Boston :—* A plan for the daily reading of God’s word which many will
be glad to adopt.”

Watchman, Boston (Baptist) :—*If you want something real interesting send for it,”

&7 Pocket size, paper covers, 15c. each, net. Post free,

OUR NEW S. S. CATALOGUE

Contains Prize Books, S\mdn%o&:hool Libraries, Requisites, Reward Cards, Readings and
Recitations, Music and Hymn Books, Sunday Schoo) Decorations, and our own publi-
cations, ete., etc.

47 Sent, Post Free, to any Address on Application,
WILLIAM BRIGES, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto,

C. W. COATES, MontrEAL, Quz. 8. F. HUESTIS, Haurax, N.8,




ADVERTISEMENTS.

C00D BOOKS AT ONLY 3 CTS. EACH

WARD & LOCK'S 46 John of Leyden—47 Rizzio and Darnley—
CHEAP | 48 Wyatt’s Rebellion—49 A Herow Death—

HISTORICAL SERIES. | Z‘fm‘k"‘v"y:;“"‘ B Angatn =t Copein

Narrative Sketches, setting forth those im- | ———

portant events in History bﬂ which the various
riods are defined, or which are important | WARD & LOCK'S
nks connecting one period with another.

Each book is fully illustrated. CHEAP

1 Free Trade and Protection—2 From Alma | BIOGRAPHICAL SERIES.
to Sebastopol —3 Plague and Fire of London— [ yy,q o riterg of the Biographies contained in
4 The Temperance Movement —5 The Ven- | this geries have endeavored to narrate, in an
gence of '89—6 Cuwsarism in Rome—7 Wilkes | attractive style, the real story of the lives of
and Liberty—8 The Great Reform Bill of 32— | great men, and so produce a literary Portrait

9 The Knight Templars—10 Methodism—11 | G:““y ‘:lf m::“mb'e C,h";“;"- The e
3 | est care has been exercise ensure correct-
The South Sea Bubble—12 What Came of | ness in details, and it is hoped that mot only

No Popery Cry—13 From Elba to Waterloo— | the men themselves, but the events connected
14 Strongbow and King Dermot—15 The Eliza- | with their lives, and the influence they exer-
bethan Age—16 The Mutiny at the Nore—17 | cised, will, by the aid of these Biographica]
Guy Fawkes—18 The Reign of Terror, 1702— | Sketches, be better understood

19 Dost Mahomet and Akbar Kkan—20 What | 1 Gladst 2 B field—3 Nelson—4
Came of the Beggar's Revolt—21 Hand in | Wellington—5 Luther—6 Chatham—7 Chaucer
Hand for England—22 Magellan's Great Voy- | —8 Humboldt—9 Carlyle—10 Cmsar—11 Wes-
age—23 Out in the Forty-five—24 Federals and E ley—12 Peter the Great—13 Burns—14 A'Becket
Confederates — 25 Scotland’s Sorrow—26 In- | —15 Scott—16 Columbus—17 Shakesp

dia's Agony—27 British Charters of Liberty— | 18 Bunyan—19 Dante — 20 Goldsmith — 21
28 Gallant King Harry—20 The Sicilian Ves- { Frederick the Great—22 De Montfort —23
pers—30 Hampden and Ship-Money—31 Black | Moliere—24 Johnson—25 Burke—26 Schiller
Hole to Plassey—32 Slaughter to a Throne— | —27 Raleigh—28 Napoleon—29 Stephenson—
23 Reformation in England—34 From Torbay 30 Spurgeon—31 Dickens—32 Garibaldi—33
to St. James's—35 A Dark Deed of Cruelty— Cromwell—34 Fox—35 Washington—36 Wal-
36 The Men of the Mayflower—37 The Mas- lace—37 Gustavus Adolphus—38 Calvin—39
sacre of Scio—38 The Fight at Fontenoy—39 Alexander the Great—40 Confucius—41 Alfred
The 9th of Thermidor—40 Awrest of Five the Great—42 Knox—43 Bruce—44 Socrates
Members—41 The Penny Newspaper—42 Scot- —45 Bright—46 Homer—47 Victor Hugo—48
land’s Great Victory—43 The Penny Post—44 Pitt—49 Queen Victoria—50 Joan of Arc—51
Long Live the Beggars—45 Bible and Sword | Queen Elizabeth—62 Charlotte Bronte,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto,

G. W. COATES, Montreal, Que. 8. F, HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.
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Sunday School Books and Cards.

%n Bou-u. Hnlln. and Bmmon.
ﬂ?.lheﬂ.l

APPROVED BY ALL EVANGELICAL DENOMINATIONS. and prios lsy L v
SEND For CaTALOGUR,
BAILEY REFLECTOR C0., 113 Wood St.,
WILLIAM anccs, Toronto, Ont. Pittsburg, Penn. %

TACTICS OF INFIDEL S

Ey REV. F. A. LAMBERT.

AUTHOR GF

“Notes on Ingersoll,” “Handbook of Scripture Reference,” etc.

——  c—
In paper covers, 357 PP., at 30 cents, and cloth 60 cents.

Rev. Dr. J. A. Williams says of this book : i—‘“A book for the times—that deserves, and
will secure wide circulation. Logical, healthy, acute and llucrlmlnatmg. and puts the matter
in so clear and full a light that no one need be befogged abont it. Kvery young man should
read it, and ministers would do well to have a copy for the purpose of lending.”

— GHBRET:—
For your 8. 8. Library, for gifts to your friends, for home reading,

AMELIA B.A.RRS Booxs

Jan Vedder's Wife = - $1 00| The Bow of Orange Ribbon $1 00
A Daughter of Fife - 1 00 [ The Squire of Sandal-Side 1 00
The Christian Union says of one of the above:—

lnllyslu, one reads such a romance as with the zeal w
to his lips after a journey through a dry and dusty land.”

‘* After so many novels of realism and
lch one puts a cup of clear, cold water

SPECIAL OFFER.—We will supply Sunday School Teachers with any of the above
books at a discount of 20 per cent.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 60 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO,
0r—C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que. S. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.




Fifty Years in the Church of Rome.

By FATHER CHINIQUY.
With new Portrait and Autograph of Author.
NEW, COMPLETE, REVISED EDITION.
Cloth, nearly 600 pages, $1.75.

Its revelations are terrible indictment; of Popery, Its statements cannot be refuted. Truly
vivid, fascinating, and tragic in interest.

There is no book upon the Romish controversy so comprehensive as this, It is a complete |
icture of the inner workings, aims, and objects of Popery. It is from the experience of & [§
Eiving Witness, and challenges contradiction.

« Tt should be in the hands of every Protestant in the country. Father Chiniquy knows i
whereof he speaks, and he speaks with power and fearl "—The Standard of |
Philadelphia.

NOTE.—This Edition is on gale in Canada with full permission of Father
Chiniquy, as the English publishers of this book pay him royalty on this new
and revised Edition. '

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO.

Or—C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que. S. F. HUENTIS, Halifax, N.8.

S LADIES!

1f you appreciate a Corset that will neither break
down nor roll up IN WEAR,

TRY BALL'S CORSETS.
1f you value health and comfort,

WEAR BALL'S CORSETS.

If you desire a Corset that fits the first day you
wear it, and needs no ‘‘ breaking in,"”

BUY BALL’S CORSETS.

e Prol

If you desire a Corset that yields with every
motion of the body,

EXAMINE BALL'S CORSETS,
n n s E I s If you want a perfect fit and support without
compression,
A4 1A & = W USE BALL'S CORSETS.

Owing to their peculiar construction it is impossible to break steels in Ball's Corsets.

The FElastic Sections in Ball’s Corsets contain no rubber, and are warranted to out-west
the Corset. Every pair sold with the following guarantee :

“If not perfectly satisfactory in every respect after three weeks’ trial, the money
paid for them will be refunded (by the dealer), Soiled or Unsoiled.”

FOR SALHE BY

ALL LEADING DRY GOODS DEALERS.




